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            Cari-Ann Burgess, interim Registrar of Voters for Washoe County, Nev., sits in her office Sept. 20, 2024, in Reno, Nev. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Cari-Ann Burgess, interim Registrar of Voters for Washoe County, Nev., pauses while helping prepare the office for elections, Sept. 20, 2024, in Reno, Nev. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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    > Follow live updates on Election 2024 as Donald Trump and Kamala Harris campaign in strategic battleground states. 


    


The top election official in one of the nation's most politically important counties said Wednesday she was forced out of her role just weeks before the November presidential election, disputing an official statement that she asked for a leave after experiencing "stress issues."
The abrupt departure of Cari-Ann Burgess as the interim registrar of voters in northern Nevada's Washoe County one month ago is the latest sign of turmoil in a county that has been roiled for four years by people pushing election conspiracy theories. Washoe, which includes Reno, is a swing county in a state where this year's presidential contest is expected to be narrowly decided.
Burgess told The Associated Press in an interview that she had refused personnel changes sought by the county manager's office and had offered to step down and return to her prior position as deputy. She said she was told that was not possible.

    


In a meeting with county staff, including representatives of the district attorney's office, Burgess said she was forced to put a request for leave in writing despite her desire to stay.
"I feel like I was absolutely forced out, but I have no idea how we got to this point," Burgess said in her first public remarks since her departure. "Because the previous Friday and Monday, before I was put on leave, I was having high praises. They were like, 'You're doing a great job, you've got this, you're the best person for this job because you brought this team together.'




"And then all of a sudden, I was out on leave."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Burgess said she has hired a lawyer and was considering her legal options.
In a Sept. 27 statement, Washoe County spokeswoman Bethany Drysdale said Burgess had "experienced stress issues and requested medical leave." Washoe County Manager Eric Brown told commissioners during an Oct. 8 meeting that Burgess was on leave and that she had not been fired and had not quit.

    


George Guthrie, a spokesman for the county election office, on Wednesday reiterated the county's previous statement that Burgess had requested a leave and that the county was committed to "running a smooth and fair election."
Nevada is one of seven presidential battleground states that Vice President Kamala Harris and former President Donald Trump are hotly contesting ahead of the Nov. 5 presidential election.
Washoe is the state's second most populous county and is considered a bellwether because its elections are often narrowly decided and its vote can tip statewide elections. Clark County, which includes Las Vegas, has voted solidly Democratic in the past two presidential elections.
A deputy filling in for Burgess is now the fifth person in four years to oversee elections in the politically mixed county. The staff has turned over entirely since the 2020 presidential election, Burgess said.
A spokeswoman for the Nevada Secretary of State's Office declined to comment about the situation in Washoe County.
Across the country, conspiracy theories and lies about the 2020 presidential election have created a difficult working environment for local election officials, who have faced harassment and even death threats. That has prompted election officials nationwide to prepare for what could be a tumultuous election, providing panic buttons for polling place supervisors and installing bulletproof glass at their offices.

    


In Reno, county government meetings are often prolonged by members of the public who opposed Burgess' hiring as the interim registrar in January and who want the county to hand-count votes because they don't trust voting equipment. They also want election staff to do more to combat voter fraud, even though there is no evidence of any widespread fraud or manipulated voting equipment in 2020 or afterward.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


After the state primary earlier this year, the county commission's Republican majority voted 3-2 against certifying the results. They later reversed course, but Burgess said the initial vote hurt morale among her team at the election office.
Commissioner Jeanne Herman, a Republican who has consistently voted against certifying election results since 2020, said news of Burgess' departure came as a surprise. Herman told the AP Wednesday that state GOP officials had met with Burgess for two hours to talk about their concerns shortly before Burgess went on leave.

    


"They came away thinking, 'Great, our election might just turn out OK,'" she said. "Then all of a sudden she was gone."
Burgess said the changes requested of her by county administrators involved assigning some election office staffers to a different department while keeping them working inside the office.
"I wouldn't have any say in what they were doing. And I said no to that," she said.
She tried to return after being placed on leave, obtaining a doctor's note indicating she was fine to work, but county officials refused and told her the situation would be taken up after the presidential election. She said she has been forced to use her sick pay and vacation time, and was told not to contact her staff or speak with reporters.

"I wanted to stay and help this team," Burgess said. "They have done so much and have done such amazing things in the last year that -- yeah, I wanted to be part of it. And I wanted to help them, and they told me no."

    


___
Associated Press writer Rio Yamat in Las Vegas contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/nevada-election-2024-washoe-county-registrar-039a3bb745e7461ffd5bdce0682ac860
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken announced on Thursday Washington would be providing a further $135 million in aid to the Palestinians. Speaking to reporters during a visit to Doha as part of his tour of the Middle East, Blinken stressed it was critical that aid enters Gaza.
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            A family visits the the memorial marker of their loved one, Bar Lior Nakmuli, at the site of the Nova music festival, where hundreds of revelers were killed or kidnapped by Hamas, on the Jewish holiday of Simchat Torah, marking one year in the Hebrew calendar since the attack, near Kibbutz Re'im, southern Israel near the Gaza Strip, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            A Lebanese man collects belongings from his destroyed apartment that was hit by an Israeli airstrike, in Tyre, south Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Smoke rises from an Israeli airstrike on Mansouri village, as it seen from the southern city of Tyre, south Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            This is a locator map of Israel and the Palestinian Territories. (AP Photo)
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            Lebanese citizens collect their belongings from their destroyed apartment that was hit by an Israeli airstrike, in Tyre, south Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            A man prays at the site of the Nova music festival, where hundreds of revelers were killed or kidnapped by Hamas, on the Jewish holiday of Simchat Torah, marking one year in the Hebrew calendar since the attack, near Kibbutz Re'im, southern Israel near the Gaza Strip, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            A woman pauses to touch the memorial marker of her loved one, Bar Lior Nakmuli, at the site of the Nova music festival, where hundreds of revelers were killed or kidnapped by Hamas, on the Jewish holiday of Simchat Torah, marking one year in the Hebrew calendar since the attack, near Kibbutz Re'im, southern Israel near the Gaza Strip, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, meets with Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani in Doha, Qatar, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (Nathan Howard/Pool Photo via AP)
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, meets with Qatari Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani, unseen, in Doha, Qatar, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (Nathan Howard/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Qatari Ministry of Foreign Affairs Chief of Protocol Ibrahim Fakhroo welcomes U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, right, as he arrives in Doha, Qatar, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (Nathan Howard/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Jewish revelers dance in a circle during the holiday of Simchat Torah, on the first anniversary on the Jewish calendar of the day Hamas militants attacked Israel, in Jerusalem, Thursday Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            Destroyed buildings at the site that was hit by Israeli airstrikes, in Tyre, south Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            A man carries a luggage as he walks on the rubble of destroyed apartments that were hit by Israeli airstrikes, in Tyre, south Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Lebanese citizens collect their belongings from their destroyed apartments that were hit by Israeli airstrikes, in Tyre, south Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            A man in prayer shawl visits the site of the Nova music festival, where hundreds of revelers were killed or kidnapped by Hamas, on the Jewish holiday of Simchat Torah, marking one year in the Hebrew calendar since the attack, near Kibbutz Re'im, southern Israel near the Gaza Strip, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            Damaged furnitures left on destroyed apartments that were hit by Israeli airstrikes, in Tyre, south Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            A woman takes pictures by her mobile phone, as she stands at a destroyed apartment that was hit by an Israeli airstrike, in Tyre, south Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            A woman reads a memorial poster at the site of the Nova music festival, where hundreds of revelers were killed or kidnapped by Hamas, on the Jewish holiday of Simchat Torah, marking one year in the Hebrew calendar since the attack, near Kibbutz Re'im, southern Israel near the Gaza Strip, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            A worker uses a skid steer loader to remove the debris of a building that housed the office of pan-Arab TV channel Al-Mayadeen, which is politically allied with Hezbollah, that was hit Wednesday night by an Israeli airstrike, in southern Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A worker removes the debris of a building that housed the office of pan-Arab TV channel Al-Mayadeen, which is politically allied with Hezbollah, that was hit Wednesday night by an Israeli airstrike, in southern Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken announced on Thursday Washington would be providing a further $135 million in aid to the Palestinians. Speaking to reporters during a visit to Doha as part of his tour of the Middle East, Blinken stressed it was critical that aid enters Gaza.
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            A family visits the the memorial marker of their loved one, Bar Lior Nakmuli, at the site of the Nova music festival, where hundreds of revelers were killed or kidnapped by Hamas, on the Jewish holiday of Simchat Torah, marking one year in the Hebrew calendar since the attack, near Kibbutz Re'im, southern Israel near the Gaza Strip, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            A Lebanese man collects belongings from his destroyed apartment that was hit by an Israeli airstrike, in Tyre, south Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Smoke rises from an Israeli airstrike on Mansouri village, as it seen from the southern city of Tyre, south Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            This is a locator map of Israel and the Palestinian Territories. (AP Photo)
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            Lebanese citizens collect their belongings from their destroyed apartment that was hit by an Israeli airstrike, in Tyre, south Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            A man prays at the site of the Nova music festival, where hundreds of revelers were killed or kidnapped by Hamas, on the Jewish holiday of Simchat Torah, marking one year in the Hebrew calendar since the attack, near Kibbutz Re'im, southern Israel near the Gaza Strip, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            A woman pauses to touch the memorial marker of her loved one, Bar Lior Nakmuli, at the site of the Nova music festival, where hundreds of revelers were killed or kidnapped by Hamas, on the Jewish holiday of Simchat Torah, marking one year in the Hebrew calendar since the attack, near Kibbutz Re'im, southern Israel near the Gaza Strip, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, meets with Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani in Doha, Qatar, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (Nathan Howard/Pool Photo via AP)
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, meets with Qatari Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani, unseen, in Doha, Qatar, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (Nathan Howard/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Qatari Ministry of Foreign Affairs Chief of Protocol Ibrahim Fakhroo welcomes U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, right, as he arrives in Doha, Qatar, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (Nathan Howard/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Jewish revelers dance in a circle during the holiday of Simchat Torah, on the first anniversary on the Jewish calendar of the day Hamas militants attacked Israel, in Jerusalem, Thursday Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            Destroyed buildings at the site that was hit by Israeli airstrikes, in Tyre, south Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            A man carries a luggage as he walks on the rubble of destroyed apartments that were hit by Israeli airstrikes, in Tyre, south Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Lebanese citizens collect their belongings from their destroyed apartments that were hit by Israeli airstrikes, in Tyre, south Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            A man in prayer shawl visits the site of the Nova music festival, where hundreds of revelers were killed or kidnapped by Hamas, on the Jewish holiday of Simchat Torah, marking one year in the Hebrew calendar since the attack, near Kibbutz Re'im, southern Israel near the Gaza Strip, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            Damaged furnitures left on destroyed apartments that were hit by Israeli airstrikes, in Tyre, south Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            A woman takes pictures by her mobile phone, as she stands at a destroyed apartment that was hit by an Israeli airstrike, in Tyre, south Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            A woman reads a memorial poster at the site of the Nova music festival, where hundreds of revelers were killed or kidnapped by Hamas, on the Jewish holiday of Simchat Torah, marking one year in the Hebrew calendar since the attack, near Kibbutz Re'im, southern Israel near the Gaza Strip, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            A worker uses a skid steer loader to remove the debris of a building that housed the office of pan-Arab TV channel Al-Mayadeen, which is politically allied with Hezbollah, that was hit Wednesday night by an Israeli airstrike, in southern Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                        DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip (AP) -- An Israeli strike on a school where displaced people were sheltering in the central Gaza Strip killed at least 17 people on Thursday, nearly all women and children, Palestinian medical officials said.
The strike came as U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said Israel had accomplished its objective of "effectively dismantling" Hamas, and that negotiations over a cease-fire and the release of dozens of Israeli hostages would resume "in the coming days."
Another 42 people were wounded in the strike in the built-up Nuseirat refugee camp, according to the Awda Hospital, which received the casualties. Among the dead were 13 children under the age of 18 and three women, according to the hospital's records.
The Israeli military said it targeted Hamas militants inside the school, without providing evidence. Israel has carried out strikes on several schools-turned-shelters in recent months, saying it precisely targets militants hiding out among civilians. The strikes often kill women and children.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
New talks in Qatar planned
Blinken, speaking to reporters in Qatar, which has served as a key mediator between Israel and Hamas, said negotiators would soon return to Doha to renew the long-stalled talks even as it remained uncertain whether Hamas was willing to reengage.
"What we really have to determine is whether Hamas is prepared to engage," Blinken said on his 11th visit to the region since the start of the war. 
The Israeli prime minister's office also said the head of the Mossad, the country's spy agency, would head to Qatar on Sunday for the new round of in-person talks with the CIA director Bill Burns and Qatari officials.
The United States has hoped to revive the negotiations since Israeli forces killed top Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar in Gaza last week, but neither side has shown signs of moderating its demands from months of negotiations that sputtered to a halt over the summer. 
Blinken also announced an additional $135 million in U.S. aid to the Palestinians, while again urging Israel to allow more assistance to enter the territory.

    


Supplies run low in northern Gaza
Health workers in besieged northern Gaza meanwhile warned of a catastrophic situation there, where Israel has been waging an air and ground offensive for more than two weeks.
Hundreds of people have been killed and tens of thousands have fled their homes in northern Gaza in recent days. The military says it is battling Hamas fighters who regrouped in the north, which was one of the first targets of the ground offensive at the start of the war.
Dr. Hossam Abu Safiyeh, the director of the Kamal Adwan Hospital in the north, said in a video message released Wednesday that some 150 wounded people were being treated there, including 14 children in intensive care or the neonatal department.
"There is a very large number of wounded people, and we lose at least one person every hour because of the lack of medical supplies and medical staff," he said.
"Our ambulances can't transfer wounded people," he said. "Those who can arrive by themselves to the hospital receive care, but those who don't just die in the streets."

    


Footage shared with The Associated Press shows medical staff tending to premature babies and several older children in hospital beds, some with severe burns. One child is seen attached to a breathing machine, with bandages on her face and flies hovering over her.
"We are providing the bare minimum to patients. Everyone is paying the price of what is happening now in northern Gaza," Abu Safiyeh said.
Kamal Adwan is one of three hospitals in the north left largely inaccessible because of the fighting. The war has gutted the health system across Gaza, with only 16 of 39 hospitals even partially functioning, according to the World Health Organization.
In another one of the besieged hospitals in Gaza's northernmost end, the Indonesian Hospital, patients say they're struggling to stay alive in the face of power outages and shortages of food, water and medical supplies.
"The pain is horrible, but there are no painkillers here, no antibiotics," said 39-year-old Nidal al-Darini, whose foot, wounded in an Israeli airstrike, has become infected. "It's becoming unbearable to stay here."

    


First responders halt operations after saying Israel fired on them
The Civil Defense, first responders who operate under the Hamas-run government, said they had suspended operations in the north. They said Israeli forces fired on one of their teams in the town of Beit Lahiya after ordering them to relocate to the Indonesian Hospital, where troops are stationed.
Three Civil Defense members were wounded in the strike, and a firetruck was destroyed, it said. It said another five of its personnel were detained by Israeli forces at the hospital.
"As a result, we declare that Civil Defense operations in the northern Gaza Strip have been completely halted, leaving these areas without any firefighting, rescue, or emergency medical services," it said in a statement.

    


There was no immediate comment from the Israeli military on the allegations.
The war began when Hamas-led militants stormed into southern Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducting another 250. Around 100 hostages are still inside Gaza, a third of whom are believed to be dead.
Israel's retaliatory offensive has killed over 42,000 Palestinians, according to Gaza's Health Ministry, which does not say how many were combatants but says women and children make up more than half the fatalities. The Israeli military says it has killed over 17,000 fighters, without providing evidence.
The war has displaced around 90% of Gaza's population of 2.3 million, often multiple times. Hundreds of thousands of people are crammed into tent camps along the coast after entire neighborhoods in many areas were pounded to rubble.
Meanwhile the Israeli campaign has expanded to Lebanon, where Israel launched a ground invasion over three weeks ago after trading fire with the Hezbollah militant group for much of the past year. 
Lebanese health officials reported another day of intense airstrikes and shelling Thursday, which they said killed 19 people over the last 24 hours and raised the overall Lebanese death toll to 2,593 since the conflict started in October 2023. 
___

Amiri reported from Doha, Qatar, and Khaled reported from Cairo. Associated Press writers Samy Magdy in Cairo and Isabel DeBre in Buenos Aires, Argentina, contributed.
___
Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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            Mona Hanafi, a Lebanese displaced woman who fled the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war in south Lebanon, looks at her mobile phone inside one of Beirut's oldest and best known movie theatres, Le Colisee, where she is sheltering with her family, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Adulkader Kurdi, who fled the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war in south Lebanon, lies on a mattress inside one of Beirut's oldest and best known movie theatres, Le Colisee, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Displaced people, who fled the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war in south Lebanon, gather at the entrance of one of Beirut's oldest and best known movie theatres, Le Colisee, where they have taken shelter in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A displaced family, who fled the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war in south Lebanon, sit on mattresses inside one of Beirut's oldest and best known movie theatres, Le Colisee, where they have taken shelter, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Mona Hanafi, left, and Joumana Hanafi, right, who fled the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war in south Lebanon, sit inside one of Beirut's oldest and best known movie theaters, Le Colisee, where they are sheltering with their families, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A displaced family who fled the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war in south Lebanon, sit on mattresses inside one of Beirut's oldest and best known movie theatres, Le Colisee, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Ahmad Mansour, who fled the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war in south Lebanon, sits inside one of Beirut's oldest and best known movie theatres, Le Colisee, where he has taken shelter with his family, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Mona Hanafi, center, who fled the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war in south Lebanon, sits with her family, inside one of Beirut's oldest and best known movie theatres, Le Colisee, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Joumana Hanafi, right, a Lebanese Palestinian woman who fled the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war in south Lebanon, gathers with displaced men at the entrance of one of Beirut's oldest and best known movie theatres, Le Colisee, where they are sheltering in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Displaced people who fled the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war in south Lebanon gather at the entrance of one of Beirut's oldest and best known movie theatres, Le Colisee, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A girl who fled the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war in south Lebanon, stands next to belongings inside one of Beirut's oldest and best known movie theatres, Le Colisee, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Mona Hanafi, left, a Lebanese woman who fled the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war in south Lebanon, speaks with her son inside one of Beirut's oldest and best known movie theatres, Le Colisee, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Lebanese actor Kassem Istanbouli, founder of the Lebanese National Theater, speaks during an interview with The Associated Press at one of Beirut's oldest and best known movie theatres, Le Colisee, where dozens of displaced families who fled the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war in south Lebanon have taken shelter, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A displaced family, who fled the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war in south Lebanon, gather inside one of Beirut's oldest and best known movie theatres, Le Colisee, where they are settled now, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            15 of 16 | 
            File - People displaced by Israel's war on Hezbollah scuffle with members of the Lebanese security, after dozens of policemen arrived at the building to evict the displaced from the private property in Hamra street, Beirut, Lebanon, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar, File)
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            FILE - People displaced by Israel's war on Hezbollah gesture after scuffle with members of the Lebanese security, after dozens of policemen arrived at the building to evict the displaced from the private property, in Beirut, Lebanon, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar, File)
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        Massive displacement from Israel-Hezbollah war transforms Beirut's famed commercial street
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            Mona Hanafi, a Lebanese displaced woman who fled the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war in south Lebanon, looks at her mobile phone inside one of Beirut's oldest and best known movie theatres, Le Colisee, where she is sheltering with her family, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Adulkader Kurdi, who fled the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war in south Lebanon, lies on a mattress inside one of Beirut's oldest and best known movie theatres, Le Colisee, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Displaced people, who fled the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war in south Lebanon, gather at the entrance of one of Beirut's oldest and best known movie theatres, Le Colisee, where they have taken shelter in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A displaced family, who fled the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war in south Lebanon, sit on mattresses inside one of Beirut's oldest and best known movie theatres, Le Colisee, where they have taken shelter, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Mona Hanafi, left, and Joumana Hanafi, right, who fled the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war in south Lebanon, sit inside one of Beirut's oldest and best known movie theaters, Le Colisee, where they are sheltering with their families, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A displaced family who fled the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war in south Lebanon, sit on mattresses inside one of Beirut's oldest and best known movie theatres, Le Colisee, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    A displaced family who fled the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war in south Lebanon, sit on mattresses inside one of Beirut's oldest and best known movie theatres, Le Colisee, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Ahmad Mansour, who fled the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war in south Lebanon, sits inside one of Beirut's oldest and best known movie theatres, Le Colisee, where he has taken shelter with his family, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Mona Hanafi, center, who fled the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war in south Lebanon, sits with her family, inside one of Beirut's oldest and best known movie theatres, Le Colisee, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Joumana Hanafi, right, a Lebanese Palestinian woman who fled the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war in south Lebanon, gathers with displaced men at the entrance of one of Beirut's oldest and best known movie theatres, Le Colisee, where they are sheltering in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Displaced people who fled the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war in south Lebanon gather at the entrance of one of Beirut's oldest and best known movie theatres, Le Colisee, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A girl who fled the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war in south Lebanon, stands next to belongings inside one of Beirut's oldest and best known movie theatres, Le Colisee, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Mona Hanafi, left, a Lebanese woman who fled the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war in south Lebanon, speaks with her son inside one of Beirut's oldest and best known movie theatres, Le Colisee, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Lebanese actor Kassem Istanbouli, founder of the Lebanese National Theater, speaks during an interview with The Associated Press at one of Beirut's oldest and best known movie theatres, Le Colisee, where dozens of displaced families who fled the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war in south Lebanon have taken shelter, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A displaced family, who fled the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war in south Lebanon, gather inside one of Beirut's oldest and best known movie theatres, Le Colisee, where they are settled now, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    A displaced family, who fled the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war in south Lebanon, gather inside one of Beirut's oldest and best known movie theatres, Le Colisee, where they are settled now, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            File - People displaced by Israel's war on Hezbollah scuffle with members of the Lebanese security, after dozens of policemen arrived at the building to evict the displaced from the private property in Hamra street, Beirut, Lebanon, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    15 of 16

                                    
                                    File - People displaced by Israel's war on Hezbollah scuffle with members of the Lebanese security, after dozens of policemen arrived at the building to evict the displaced from the private property in Hamra street, Beirut, Lebanon, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            16 of 16 | 
            FILE - People displaced by Israel's war on Hezbollah gesture after scuffle with members of the Lebanese security, after dozens of policemen arrived at the building to evict the displaced from the private property, in Beirut, Lebanon, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar, File)
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                                    FILE - People displaced by Israel's war on Hezbollah gesture after scuffle with members of the Lebanese security, after dozens of policemen arrived at the building to evict the displaced from the private property, in Beirut, Lebanon, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar, File)
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                                        BEIRUT (AP) -- Inside what was once one of Beirut's oldest and best-known cinemas, dozens of Lebanese, Palestinians and Syrians displaced by the Israel-Hezbollah war spend their time following the news on their phones, cooking, chatting and walking around to pass the time.
Outside on Hamra Street, once a thriving economic hub, sidewalks are filled with displaced people, and hotels and apartments are crammed with those seeking shelter. Cafes and restaurants are overflowing.
In some ways, the massive displacement of hundreds of thousands of people from south Lebanon, the eastern Bekaa Valley and Beirut's southern suburbs has provided a boost for this commercial district after years of decline as a result of Lebanon's economic crisis. 
But it is not the revival many had hoped for.
"The displacement revived Hamra Street in a wrong way," said the manager of a four-star hotel on the boulevard, who requested anonymity to speak candidly about the problems the influx has caused for the neighborhood. 

    


For three weeks after the war intensified in mid-September, his hotel enjoyed full occupancy. Today, it stands at about 65% capacity -- still good for this time of year -- after some left for cheaper rented apartments.




But, he said, the flow of displaced people has also brought chaos. Traffic congestion, double parking and motorcycles and scooters scattered on sidewalks has become the norm, making it difficult for pedestrians to walk. Tensions regularly erupt between displaced people and the district's residents, he said. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Hamra Street has long been a bellwether for Lebanon's turbulent politics. During the country's heyday in the 1960s and early 1970s, it represented everything that was glamorous, filled with Lebanon's top movie houses and theaters, cafes frequented by intellectuals and artists, and ritzy shops.
Over the past decades, the street has witnessed rises and falls depending on the situation in the small Mediterranean nation that has been marred by repeated bouts of instability, including a 15-year civil war that ended in 1990. In 1982, Israeli tanks rolled down Hamra Street after Israel invaded the country, reaching all the way to west Beirut. 

    


In recent years, the district was transformed by an influx of Syrian refugees fleeing the war in the neighboring nation, and businesses were hammered by the country's financial collapse, which began in 2019.
Israel dramatically escalated its attacks on parts of Lebanon on Sept. 23, killing nearly 500 people and wounding 1,600 in one day after nearly a year of skirmishes along the Lebanon-Israel border between Israeli troops and the militant Hezbollah group. The intensified attacks sparked an exodus of people fleeing the bombardment, including many who slept in public squares, on beaches or pavements around Beirut.
More than 2,574 people have been killed in Lebanon and over 12,000 wounded in the past year of war, according to the country's Health Ministry, and around 1.2 million people are displaced.
Many have flooded Hamra, a cosmopolitan and diverse area, with some moving in with relatives or friends and others headed to hotels and schools turned into shelters. In recent days several empty buildings were stormed by displaced people, who were forced to leave by security forces after confrontations that sometimes turned violent.

    


Mohamad Rayes, a member of the Hamra Traders Association, said before the influx of displaced people, some businesses were planning to close because of financial difficulties.
"It is something that cannot be imagined," Rayes said about the flow of displaced people boosting commerce in Hamra in ways unseen in years. He said some traders even doubled prices because of high demand.
At a cellular shop, Farouk Fahmy said during the first two weeks his sales increased 70%, with people who fled their homes mostly buying chargers and internet data to follow the news.
"The market is stagnant again now," Fahmy said.
Since many fled their homes with few belongings, men's and women's underwear and pajama sales grew by 300% at the small boutique business owned by Hani, who declined to give his full name for safety reasons.

    


The 60-year-old movie theatre, Le Colisee, a landmark on Hamra Street, had been closed for more than two decades until earlier this year when Lebanese actor Kassem Istanbouli, founder of the Lebanese National Theater, took over and began renovating it. With the massive tide of displacement, he transformed it into a shelter for families who fled their homes in south Lebanon.
Istanbouli, who has theaters in the southern port city of Tyre and the northern city of Tripoli, Lebanon's second-largest, has turned all three into shelters where people, no matter their nationality, can take refuge.
This week, displaced people in the Beirut movie theater sat on thin mattresses on its red carpeting, checking their phones and reading. Some were helping with the theater's renovation work.

    


Among them was Abdul-Rahman Mansour, a Syrian citizen, along with his three brothers and their Palestinian-Lebanese mother, Joumana Hanafi. Mansour said they fled Tyre after a rocket attack near their home, taking shelter at a school in the coastal city of Sidon, where they were allowed to stay since their mother is a Lebanese citizen.
When the shelter's management found out that Mansour and his brothers were Syrian they had to leave because only Lebanese citizens were allowed. With no place to stay, they returned to Tyre.
"We slept for a night in Tyre, but I hope you never witness such a night," Hanafi said of the intensity of the bombardment.
She said one of her sons knew Istanbouli and contacted him. "We told him, 'Before anything, we are Syrians.' He said, 'It is a shame that you have to say that.'"
Istanbouli spends hours a day at his theaters in Beirut and Tripoli to be close to the displaced people sheltering there. 

"Normally people used to come here to watch a movie. Today we are all at the theater and the movie is being played outside," Istanbouli said of the ongoing war.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/lebanon-israel-hezbollah-displaced-hamra-beirut-582c617d6d3b8639c8c8ddec4a6916b7



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The Paris conference for Lebanon raises $1 billion in pledges for humanitarian and military support

    The Paris conference for Lebanon raises $1 billion in pledges for humanitarian and military support

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 7 | 
            France's President Emmanuel Macron hugs Lebanon's Prime Minister caretaker Prime Minister Najib Mikati, left, during international conference for Lebanon in Paris, Thursday, Oct.24, 2024. (Alain Jocard, Pool via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 7 | 
            French President Emmanuel Macron listens to Lebanon's Prime Minister caretaker Prime Minister Najib Mikati, left, during international conference for Lebanon in Paris, Thursday, Oct.24, 2024. (Alain Jocard, Pool via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 7 | 
            Lebanon's Prime Minister caretaker Prime Minister Najib Mikati attends an international conference for Lebanon in Paris, Thursday, Oct.24, 2024. (Alain Jocard, Pool via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 7 | 
            France's President Emmanuel Macron listens to Lebanon's Prime Minister caretaker Prime Minister Najib Mikati, left, during international conference for Lebanon in Paris, Thursday, Oct.24, 2024. (Alain Jocard, Pool via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 7 | 
            France's President Emmanuel Macron and to Lebanon's Prime Minister caretaker Prime Minister Najib Mikati, left, attend an international conference for Lebanon in Paris, Thursday, Oct.24, 2024. (Alain Jocard, Pool via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 7 | 
            France's President Emmanuel Macron, left, talks with French Foreign Minister Jean-Noel Barrot during international conference for Lebanon in Paris, Thursday, Oct.24, 2024. (Alain Jocard, Pool via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 7 | 
            French President Emmanuel Macron welcomes Lebanese caretaker Prime Minister Najib Mikati, left, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024 at the Elysee Palace in Paris. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        The Paris conference for Lebanon raises $1 billion in pledges for humanitarian and military support

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 7 | 
            France's President Emmanuel Macron hugs Lebanon's Prime Minister caretaker Prime Minister Najib Mikati, left, during international conference for Lebanon in Paris, Thursday, Oct.24, 2024. (Alain Jocard, Pool via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 7

                                    
                                    France's President Emmanuel Macron hugs Lebanon's Prime Minister caretaker Prime Minister Najib Mikati, left, during international conference for Lebanon in Paris, Thursday, Oct.24, 2024. (Alain Jocard, Pool via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 7 | 
            French President Emmanuel Macron listens to Lebanon's Prime Minister caretaker Prime Minister Najib Mikati, left, during international conference for Lebanon in Paris, Thursday, Oct.24, 2024. (Alain Jocard, Pool via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 7

                                    
                                    French President Emmanuel Macron listens to Lebanon's Prime Minister caretaker Prime Minister Najib Mikati, left, during international conference for Lebanon in Paris, Thursday, Oct.24, 2024. (Alain Jocard, Pool via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 7 | 
            Lebanon's Prime Minister caretaker Prime Minister Najib Mikati attends an international conference for Lebanon in Paris, Thursday, Oct.24, 2024. (Alain Jocard, Pool via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 7

                                    
                                    Lebanon's Prime Minister caretaker Prime Minister Najib Mikati attends an international conference for Lebanon in Paris, Thursday, Oct.24, 2024. (Alain Jocard, Pool via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 7 | 
            France's President Emmanuel Macron listens to Lebanon's Prime Minister caretaker Prime Minister Najib Mikati, left, during international conference for Lebanon in Paris, Thursday, Oct.24, 2024. (Alain Jocard, Pool via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 7

                                    
                                    France's President Emmanuel Macron listens to Lebanon's Prime Minister caretaker Prime Minister Najib Mikati, left, during international conference for Lebanon in Paris, Thursday, Oct.24, 2024. (Alain Jocard, Pool via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 7 | 
            France's President Emmanuel Macron and to Lebanon's Prime Minister caretaker Prime Minister Najib Mikati, left, attend an international conference for Lebanon in Paris, Thursday, Oct.24, 2024. (Alain Jocard, Pool via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 7

                                    
                                    France's President Emmanuel Macron and to Lebanon's Prime Minister caretaker Prime Minister Najib Mikati, left, attend an international conference for Lebanon in Paris, Thursday, Oct.24, 2024. (Alain Jocard, Pool via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 7 | 
            France's President Emmanuel Macron, left, talks with French Foreign Minister Jean-Noel Barrot during international conference for Lebanon in Paris, Thursday, Oct.24, 2024. (Alain Jocard, Pool via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 7

                                    
                                    France's President Emmanuel Macron, left, talks with French Foreign Minister Jean-Noel Barrot during international conference for Lebanon in Paris, Thursday, Oct.24, 2024. (Alain Jocard, Pool via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 7 | 
            French President Emmanuel Macron welcomes Lebanese caretaker Prime Minister Najib Mikati, left, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024 at the Elysee Palace in Paris. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 7

                                    
                                    French President Emmanuel Macron welcomes Lebanese caretaker Prime Minister Najib Mikati, left, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024 at the Elysee Palace in Paris. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            SYLVIE CORBET

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        PARIS (AP) -- An international conference for Lebanon in Paris on Thursday raised $1 billion in pledges for humanitarian aid and military support to help the country where war between Hezbollah militants and Israel has displaced a million people, killed over 2,500, and deepened an economic crisis, French organizers said.
In his closing speech, France's foreign minister Jean-Noel Barrot said : "We have collectively raised $800 million in humanitarian aid and $200 million for the security forces, that's about $1 billion." The Paris conference gathered over 70 nations and international organizations. 
French President Emmanuel Macron had called on participants to bring "massive aid" to support the country, as France promised $100 million. 
"We're up to the challenge," Barrot said. The United States pledged to provide about $300 million, he added.

    


Germany pledged a total of 96 million euros in humanitarian aid to both Lebanon and neighboring Syria, also deeply affected by escalating violence in the Middle East. Italy announced this week an additional 10 million euros ($10.8 million) in aid for Lebanon. 




The United Nations had previously estimated the urgent humanitarian needs in Lebanon to be $426 million.
However, experts warn that delivering aid could be challenging as Lebanon's growing dependence on informal and cash economy increases lack of transparency and corruption risks.

    


Strengthening Lebanon's armed forces
The Paris conference also aimed at coordinating international support to strengthen Lebanon's armed forces so they can deploy in the country's south as part of a potential deal to end the war. Such a deal could see Hezbollah withdraw its forces from the border.
This support to the Lebanese military includes "helping with health care, fuel, small equipment, but also supporting the plan to recruit at least 6,000 additional soldiers and to enable the deployment of at least 8,000 additional soldiers in the south," Macron said.
Paris also seeks to help restore Lebanon's sovereignty and strengthen its institutions. The country, where Hezbollah effectively operates as a state within a state, has been without a president for two years while political factions fail to agree on a new one.
U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, in a pre-recorded video, called on Lebanon's leaders "to take decisive action to ensure the proper functioning of state institutions in order to meet the country's urgent political and security challenges."
Lebanese prime mister urges international action
Acting Lebanese Prime Minister Najib Mikati urged the international community to take action. 
"The devastating impact of this war on our nation cannot be overstated, and it has left a trail of destruction and misery in its wake. The Israelis' aggression has not only caused immense human suffering and loss of lives, but also inflicted severe damage to the country's infrastructure, economy and social fabric," Mikati said Thursday in Paris. 
In Lebanon, an Israeli airstrike killed early Thursday three Lebanese soldiers, including an officer, as they were evacuating wounded people in southern Lebanon. The Lebanese army said Israeli forces have targeted it on eight occasions since an all-out war broke out between Israel and Hezbollah in September.

    


The Israeli army apologized for a strike on Sunday that it said mistakenly killed three soldiers, and on Wednesday said it was looking into whether "a number of soldiers of the Lebanese army were accidentally harmed" after it targeted what it says was Hezbollah infrastructure.
Israel in the past month has launched a major aerial bombardment and ground invasion of Lebanon as it says it's targeting Hezbollah, with strikes hitting the capital, Beirut, and elsewhere.
The International Organization for Migration has said about 800,000 people are displaced, with many now in overcrowded shelters, while others have fled across the border into Syria. Mikati on Thursday estimated the number of displaced people is over 1.4 million, including 500,000 children.

    


A government ill-prepared to deal with the crisis
The cash-strapped Lebanese government is ill-prepared to deal with the crisis or the increased demands on its health system. Several have been evacuated because of nearby airstrikes and fears that they might be targeted.
Lebanon's army has been hit hard by five years of economic crisis. It has an aging arsenal and no air defenses, leaving it in no position to defend against Israeli incursions or confront Hezbollah.
The Lebanese army has about 80,000 troops, around 5,000 of them deployed in the south. Hezbollah has more than 100,000 fighters, according to the militant group's late leader, Hassan Nasrallah. The militant group's arsenal, built with support from Iran, is more advanced.

    


Supporting U.N. peacekeeping forces
Conference participants discussed how to support the 10,500-soldier-strong U.N. peacekeeping mission, UNIFIL. European nations including France, Italy and Spain provide a third of its troops.
Italy, which has over 1,000 troops in UNIFIL, is pushing for the peacekeeping force to be strengthened to "be able to face the new situation" on the ground, an Italian diplomat said, speaking anonymously to discuss ongoing talks.
Guterres said Thursday that "attacks on U.N. peacekeepers are totally unacceptable and are contrary to international law, contrary to international humanitarian law and may constitute a war crime." 
France's historic links with Lebanon, a former colony, and its influential diplomacy give Paris momentum to coordinate "a proper response to the massive challenge that the war in Lebanon now poses," said Middle East expert Rym Montaz, editor-in-chief of Carnegie Europe's blog Strategic Europe.

"What we do know is that without a strengthened Lebanese armed forces and UNIFIL, there can be no sustainable peace and stability at the border between Lebanon and Israel," Montaz said. "As such, the French efforts are important and crucial for the way forward."
___
AP writers Geir Moulson in Berlin, Germany and Abby Sewell in Beirut, Lebanon, contributed to this report.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Among the legacy news outlets that have come up empty in their efforts to interview Kamala Harris and Donald Trump during the general election campaign: NPR, The New York Times, PBS and The Washington Post.
Yet Harris chose to meet with Alex Cooper for her "Call Her Daddy" podcast and talk a little Bay Area basketball with the fellows on "All the Smoke." Trump rejected "60 Minutes," but has hung out with the bros on the "Bussin' With the Boys" and "Flagrant."
During this truncated campaign, some of the traditional giants of journalism are being pushed aside. The growing popularity of podcasts and their ability to help candidates in a tight race target a specific sliver of the electorate is a big reason why.
There are certainly exceptions. Harris spoke to NBC News' Hallie Jackson on Tuesday and held a CNN town hall on Wednesday. But political columnist John Heilemann of Puck noticed what he called "an ancient, dying beast railing against the diminishment of its status and stature in the new world."

    


"The campaigns have their structures and their media plans are very carefully thought through, even if we don't agree with them," said Sara Just, senior executive producer of the PBS "NewsHour." "Obviously, we hope they will do long, probing interviews with PBS."
Journalists consider that an important service. Said Eric Marrapodi, vice president for news programming at NPR: "I think Americans deserve to hear the candidates have their ideas challenged."

    


Big-media interviews used to be a staple for candidates
That sounds like a campaign staff's worst nightmare, infinite opportunities for their candidates to trip up and have an unplanned story dominate the news cycle. And to what end? Most legacy news organizations don't have the reach they used to, and their audience skews old.
For half a century, a "60 Minutes" interview near the election was considered a key stop for presidential candidates. But Trump shunned broadcast television's most influential news show this year, and has criticized the way its interview with Harris was edited.
The former president has stuck largely to what he perceives as friendly venues with direct access to his base audience, and continually feeds interviews to Fox News Channel despite grumbling he doesn't find the network loyal enough. Indeed, Fox has also proven important to the Democratic ticket, which believes that appearing on its shows demonstrates willingness to deal with a hostile environment.
Harris' interview with Bret Baier was so contentious that it became fodder for a "Saturday Night Live" parody. After her running mate, Tim Walz, was interviewed by Shannon Bream on "Fox News Sunday" earlier this month, the campaign sought and received a return engagement the next week.
"I was a little surprised," Bream admitted to Walz. "What's that about?"

    


Many news outlets don't reach as many people as they used to
In general, television networks don't have the audience they once did. CNN, for example, reached 1.24 million viewers per evening during the third quarter of 2016, when Trump first ran, and 924,000 this year, according to the Nielsen company. Broadcast networks are so named for their ability to reach a broad audience; sometimes candidates need that, often they don't.
The picture is more dire at newspapers, which collectively boasted 37.8 million in Sunday circulation in 2016 and dropped to 20.9 million by 2022, the Pew Research Center said. Candidates once submitted to tough interviews with newspaper editorial boards in the hope of winning an endorsement; now many newspapers don't even bother making that choice.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


For years, candidates have been able to target advertising messages with great specificity -- a swing state, even competitive cities, for example. The media now offers more opportunities to micro-message in the same way. Eager to shore up support among Black men, Harris appeared on Charlamagne Tha God's influential radio program -- CNN and MSNBC even simulcast it -- and was interviewed by MSNBC's Al Sharpton.
"The View" and Stephen Colbert's "Late Show," where Harris has appeared, enabled her to talk to people less inclined to follow the news.

    


Podcasts allow for more precise audience targeting
Few outlets offer the opportunity to zero in on an audience better than podcasts, which have essentially doubled in listenership since 2016.
The format is narrowcasting at its finest, said Andy Bowers, co-founder of the on-demand audio company Spooler Media. People who listen to podcasts often feel an intense loyalty to their favorites, almost like they're part of a club of people with similar traits and interests -- and a candidate has been invited into that club for a day.
"You're talking to a specific audience with a specific bent and frame of mind," said Tom Bettag, a University of Maryland journalism professor. "That's very helpful to somebody who is trying to avoid saying the wrong thing at the wrong time."
For her interview with Alex Cooper on "Call Her Daddy," Harris appeared on the most popular podcast for women. They discussed abortion, and one of Cooper's questions sounded like a grooved pitch: "What do you think of Trump saying he will be a protector of women?"

    


On the "Flagrant" podcast, hosts asked questions about Trump's children and how he felt during his assassination attempt. Host Akaash Singh interrupted Trump at one point to compliment him on how he raised his children.
"I think I like this interview," Trump said. His appearance on the podcast, one of several efforts he has made to reach young men, has been seen by nearly 5.5 million people on YouTube alone.
Issues come up during these discussions, often mixed with the personal. On "All the Smoke," the hosts began by asking Harris about the blind date where she met her husband.
Don't write off legacy outlets yet
Certainly not everyone is writing an obituary for traditional journalists and their coverage of campaigns. "I don't view it as a big break that takes away from legacy media," said Rick Klein, ABC's Washington bureau chief. ABC's opportunity to question the candidates came in the most public of forums, when the network hosted the only debate between Harris and Trump.
Of the 10 sources of campaign news with the most views on TikTok over the past 60 days, six were legacy news outlets, according to Zelf, a social video analytics company. They were ABC News, CNN, NBC News, MSNBC, Univision and the Daily Mail.
For a strong news organization, there's also a lot more that goes into covering a presidential campaign than sit-down interviews with candidates.
"I don't think journalists should worry too much about access journalism," said Mark Lukasiewicz, dean of the Hofstra University School of Communication and a former NBC News producer. "We should do journalism."
David Halbfinger, political editor of The New York Times, cautioned against drawing too many conclusions based on a campaign that was unusually short due to Harris' late entrance into the race. The Times has followed the campaign aggressively with trend stories, investigations and spot news coverage.

"It's hard to know what the lessons will be," Halbfinger said. "For a long time, candidates have tried to go around the news media. One way or another, the mainstream media does its job so I don't know how effective that strategy is. But it will be an interesting case study someday to see."
___
David Bauder writes about media for the AP. Follow him at http://x.com/dbauder.
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    > Follow live updates on Election 2024 as Donald Trump and Kamala Harris campaign in strategic battleground states. 


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- The last time Donald Trump ran for president, the lawyers most directly involved in his efforts to overturn the election wound up sanctioned, criminally prosecuted or even sued for millions of dollars.
This time around, Republican party leaders are working to present a more organized, skilled legal operation even as Trump continues to deny he lost the 2020 election and sows doubt about the integrity of the upcoming one.
"It has been very important to make sure that in every aspect, we are going to have a fully professional operation," RNC Chairman Michael Whatley told The Associated Press. 
As Republicans and Democrats fight in court over election rules, the Trump team finds itself under a particularly intense microscope given the aftermath of the 2020 race when meritless legal efforts challenging the results were repeatedly rejected by judges appointed by presidents of both political parties. Scrambling to undo the results, Trump's supporters stormed the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, in a violent clash with law enforcement.

    


The chaotic court challenges were pushed by a loosely organized group of lawyers who ascended in Trump's orbit after experienced, establishment attorneys who had advised the then-president during the campaign backed away from his false claims of widespread fraud. This year, the Republican National Committee has launched a coordinated "election integrity" initiative that involves the recruitment of thousands of lawyers, polling-place monitors and poll workers, who officials insist will operate within the law. 




"What we have seen in court over the course of the last six months and as we've ramped up to these 130-plus lawsuits is a testament to making sure that we're working with the states and working with the courts to get a really truly, responsible program up and running," Whatley added.
But there's no guarantee that a well-credentialed team will equal better results if the arguments are again rooted in baseless claims, or that the effort, like in 2020, won't be co-opted after the election by different attorneys.

    


A new legal team takes shape
Among the lawyers with prominent roles are Steven Kenny, the RNC's senior counsel, who worked at the high-powered law firm of Jones Day; Gineen Bresso, who was nominated by then-President George W. Bush to serve on the U.S. Election Assistance Commission and later became chair; and Josh Helton, general counsel for Mike Huckabee's 2016 presidential campaign.
David Warrington, who represented Trump during the congressional Jan. 6 investigation, has also been involved in lawsuits, including one in Michigan challenging the designation of voter registration agencies.
The RNC's litigation so far has been aimed at ensuring voter ID requirements; asserting that non-citizens are improperly voting; and challenging what they see as lax rules on mail-in and absentee voting. 
Democrats have sounded alarms about the election integrity initiative, calling it an effort to sow distrust in the process and pave the way to cry foul if Trump loses. They have warned that election deniers installed in voting-related positions may refuse to certify legitimate results. And they've assembled a team of veteran attorneys, including longtime Democratic lawyer Marc Elias, and filed their own lawsuits, including challenging Georgia rules they fear could be used by Trump allies to delay or avoid certification. A judge last week invalidated seven of the rules.
The flurry of litigation is hardly surprising in a competitive election between Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris, the Democratic nominee, that could turn on about a half-dozen battleground states.

    


Familiar figures from 2020 have resurfaced
Cleta Mitchell, an attorney who participated in a January 2021 phone call in which Trump implored Georgia officials to "find" enough votes to declare him the winner, has championed lawsuits challenging rules on how overseas voters, including military members abroad, cast their ballots. (On Monday, judges in North Carolina and Michigan rejected efforts to disqualify ballots of certain overseas voters.)
The RNC earlier this year named Christina Bobb to head its election integrity division. A former reporter for the conservative One America News Network, Bobb has been indicted by Arizona's attorney general, accused of joining an effort to promote a slate of Trump electors after the 2020 election even though Democrat Joe Biden won the state. Her attorney, Thomas Jacobs, said Bobb "had no involvement in the arrangements to select or present these alternate electors" and would seek to dismiss the charges.
Trump has been criminally charged with trying to overturn the 2020 election, yet his continued insistence that the contest was marred by fraud has been adopted by many within the party even though judges, election officials and Trump's own attorney general found no evidence of that.

    


Trump says there's no evidence of cheating so far in 2024 
In May, Charlie Spies, a veteran election law attorney with ties to Mitt Romney and Ron DeSantis, resigned as the RNC's chief counsel after about two months. He made waves at the 2021 Conservative Political Action Conference by saying there was "zero evidence" a voting machine software glitch had caused thousands of votes to switch in the 2020 election.
Whatley said in a radio interview in the weeks after the 2020 election that there was "massive fraud." But he has largely avoided using Trump's characterization of Biden's victory, and said in one 2021 interview that Biden "absolutely" was legitimately elected.
Standing together Monday in North Carolina, Trump praised Whatley as having been "very much into stopping the steal" in 2020. Though Trump has said he hasn't seen evidence of cheating in 2024, he has repeatedly raised doubts about the process, telling his supporters they need to turn out to make the result "too big to rig."
Among the established Republican political lawyers who resisted the legal challenges in 2020 was Justin Riemer, a lawyer for John McCain's 2008 campaign who was later chief counsel for the RNC but clashed with Trump allies after the election. He warned an RNC colleague in a November 2020 email that the legal efforts were getting "laughed out of court."
"It's setting us back in our fight for election integrity and they are misleading millions of people who have wishful thinking that the president is going to somehow win this thing," Riemer wrote in the email about Rudy Giuliani and Jenna Ellis, two lawyers who helped engineer Trump's efforts to overturn the election.
Consequences for Trump-allied lawyers
Giuliani was disbarred in New York and Washington; Ellis lost her law license in Colorado. The two, along with Sidney Powell, another lawyer central to advancing Trump's claims, were among 19 people charged in Fulton County, Georgia, with conspiring to overturn the election. 
Both Powell and Ellis pleaded guilty.

Giuliani was ordered to pay $148 million to two former Georgia poll workers who sued him over lies he spread about them in 2020 that upended their lives. He subsequently filed for bankruptcy.
"All of that," said UCLA law professor Rick Hasen, "should be a deterrent to a thinking lawyer who might want to replicate something like that."
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            Joyce Craig, Democratic candidate for governor, listens to workers during a visit to the Milan Lumber mill, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Milan, N.H. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)
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            Republican gubernatorial candidate Kelly Ayotte, who faces Democrat Joyce Craig in the November 2024 election, answers a question during a visit to a local concrete coating business, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Manchester, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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                                        CONCORD, N.H. (AP) -- One of the nation's most competitive gubernatorial races has also become intensely personal.
None of the nation's 12 female governors are up for reelection, but five women are running as major party gubernatorial nominees in four states. Two of them are in New Hampshire, where Republican Kelly Ayotte and Democrat Joyce Craig are competing to succeed Gov. Chris Sununu, a Republican who is not seeking a fifth two-year term.
While voters and the candidates themselves say their gender is a nonissue in a state with a history of electing women to top offices, it has influenced their approaches to the topic of abortion and reproductive health care. Both candidates have produced television ads in which they describe having miscarriages after medical appointments during which no fetal heartbeats were detected.
"I know what that feeling is like when you have your dream shattered, and you think, 'Wow, what if I can't have a baby?'" says Ayotte, a former U.S. senator and state attorney general.

    


But while Ayotte's ad focuses on affirming support for in vitro fertilization, Craig's promises broader protections of reproductive rights. 




"I was able to end my pregnancy without interference," says Craig, the former mayor of Manchester. "I'm running for governor because these decisions belong to women, not politicians."
In Indiana, where Democrat Jennifer McCormick is the only woman in the race, she has highlighted her gender as she criticizes her Republican gubernatorial opponent, U.S. Sen. Mike Braun, for supporting their state's near-total ban on abortion.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"I am the only person on this stage who's been pregnant, I am the only person on this stage who's given birth, and I am the only person on this stage who is a mom," she said in a recent debate. "I understand firsthand the complexities associated with pregnancy. I trust women, and I trust health care providers."

    


But the "trust women" slogan comes with an asterisk in New Hampshire, where Craig often highlights Ayotte's support for a federal abortion ban after 20 weeks of pregnancy and her role shepherding Justice Neil Gorsuch through his confirmation to the U.S. Supreme Court, where he joined in overturning Roe v. Wade.
"We can't trust what she's saying right now because she has shown where she is on the topic of reproductive freedom," Craig said in an interview last week.
Ayotte insists she will veto any bill further restricting abortion in New Hampshire, where Republican majorities in 2021 made abortion illegal after 24 weeks of pregnancy.
"I'm not going to change our law," Ayotte said. "She can say all kinds of things about it, but I think I've been pretty clear on what my position is."
As for her trustworthiness, Ayotte emphasizes that New Hampshire voters sent her to the Senate and governors of both parties appointed her to be state attorney general before that.
"I've served this state," she said. "I've served the people of New Hampshire."
As a senator, Ayotte was part of the nation's first all-female congressional delegation, just one of New Hampshire's notable achievements in electing women. It also was the first state to have a female governor, state Senate president and House speaker at the same time, and the first to have a female majority in its Senate. In 2008, Jeanne Shaheen became the first woman in the country to have served both as governor and U.S. senator. Sen. Maggie Hassan became the second after defeating Ayotte in 2016.

    


That track record makes New Hampshire an outlier, said Linda Fowler, a professor emerita of government at Dartmouth College who has studied women in politics. She said research suggests voters have been more comfortable electing women as representatives because they view them as caring and good listeners, but they see governors as CEOs and believe the job demands a more masculine approach.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


With no man in this race, Fowler says it will largely come down to turnout. Ayotte has skillfully tied Craig to crime, homelessness and other "big city" ills in Manchester, she said, but the abortion issue has Democrats energized up and down the ticket.

    


"This race is really going to be about mobilization, and whether abortion is going to outweigh people's mistrust of our only big city," Fowler said.
According to the Rutgers Center for American Women in Politics, 30 Democratic women and 19 Republican women have served as governor in 32 states, but never before have so many served at the same time. Even if the three other women -- McCormick in Indiana, Crystal Quade in Missouri and Esther Charlestin in Vermont -- fail, the New Hampshire race means a new record will be set of 13 women serving simultaneously as governor. And the number could grow with Minnesota Lt. Gov. Peggy Flanagan poised to take the state's top office if Gov. Tim Walz is elected vice president.

    


Despite the imminent record break, both Ayotte and Craig said their gender hasn't come up on the campaign trail, and in a dozen or so interviews, voters told The Associated Press they've barely noticed that the race features two women.
Rachel Johnson, a Republican who ran into Ayotte at a highway rest area, said she doesn't know much about the candidate but plans to vote for her.
"Whoever is best for the job," she said. "Gender has nothing to do with it."

Victoria Hill, an independent voter from Gorham, echoed that sentiment, though she is voting for Craig. After meeting the candidate in a guitar shop in Littleton, Hill praised Craig's commitment to public education while criticizing Ayotte's support for former President Donald Trump. Ayotte rescinded her support for Trump in 2016 over his lewd comments about women but says she now backs him again because his record in office was better than the Biden administration's.
"That's the problem I have -- her just wavering with whichever way the wind is blowing," Hill said.
___
Associated Press Writer Isabella Volmert contributed to this report.
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            China's President Xi Jinping on Wednesday emphasized the need to avoid an escalation of the conflict in Ukraine as he addressed leaders and officials at a summit of the BRICS bloc of developing economies in Russia.
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            Russia's President Vladimir Putin is hosting China's Xi Jinping, India's Narendra Modi and other world leaders at a summit of the BRICS bloc of developing economies, part of Kremlin efforts to challenge Western global clout.
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            Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, and Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, speak during Outreach/BRICS Plus format session at BRICS Summit in Kazan, Russia, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (Maxim Shemetov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin holds a press conference at BRICS Summit in Kazan, Russia, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (Maxim Shipenkov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, and Russian President Vladimir Putin attend a family photo ceremony prior to Outreach/BRICS Plus format session at the BRICS Summit in Kazan, Russia, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (Maxim Shipenkov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            The heads of delegations pose for a family photo prior to Outreach/BRICS Plus format session at the BRICS Summit in Kazan, Russia, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (Maxim Shipenkov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and other participants pose for a family photo prior to Outreach/BRICS Plus format session at BRICS Summit in Kazan, Russia, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (Alexander Nemenov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres attends Outreach/BRICS Plus format session at the BRICS Summit in Kazan, Russia, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (Maxim Shemetov, Pool Photo via AP)
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        Putin ends BRICS summit that sought to expand Russia's global clout
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                                    China's President Xi Jinping on Wednesday emphasized the need to avoid an escalation of the conflict in Ukraine as he addressed leaders and officials at a summit of the BRICS bloc of developing economies in Russia.
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                                    Russia's President Vladimir Putin is hosting China's Xi Jinping, India's Narendra Modi and other world leaders at a summit of the BRICS bloc of developing economies, part of Kremlin efforts to challenge Western global clout.
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            Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, and Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, speak during Outreach/BRICS Plus format session at BRICS Summit in Kazan, Russia, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (Maxim Shemetov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin holds a press conference at BRICS Summit in Kazan, Russia, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (Maxim Shipenkov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, and Russian President Vladimir Putin attend a family photo ceremony prior to Outreach/BRICS Plus format session at the BRICS Summit in Kazan, Russia, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (Maxim Shipenkov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 17

                                    
                                    Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres shake hands during family photo ceremony prior to Outreach/BRICS Plus format session on the sidelines of the BRICS summit in Kazan, Russia, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (Grigory Sysoyev/Photo host brics-russia2024.ru via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 17 | 
            The heads of delegations pose for a family photo prior to Outreach/BRICS Plus format session at the BRICS Summit in Kazan, Russia, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (Maxim Shipenkov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and other participants pose for a family photo prior to Outreach/BRICS Plus format session at BRICS Summit in Kazan, Russia, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (Alexander Nemenov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres arrives at the BRICS Summit in Kazan, Russia, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 17

                                    
                                    United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres arrives at the BRICS Summit in Kazan, Russia, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, Pool)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 17 | 
            Russian President Vladimir Putin, center, and South African President Cyril Ramaphosa laugh during a family photo ceremony prior to Outreach/BRICS Plus format session at BRICS Summit in Kazan, Russia, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (Maxim Shipenkov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres attends Outreach/BRICS Plus format session at the BRICS Summit in Kazan, Russia, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (Maxim Shemetov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            Saudi Arabia's Foreign Minister Prince Faisal bin Farhan Al-Saud attends Outreach/BRICS Plus format session at BRICS summit in Kazan, Russia, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (Vladimir Astapkovich/Photo host brics-russia2024.ru via AP)
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                                        KAZAN, Russia (AP) -- Russian President Vladimir Putin on Thursday closed a summit of the BRICS bloc of developing economies, praising its role as a counterbalance to what he called the West's "perverse methods."
The three-day summit in the city of Kazan was attended by leaders or representatives of 36 countries, highlighting the failure of U.S.-led efforts to isolate Russia over its actions in Ukraine.
The conflict came up repeatedly at the meeting, which saw the first visit to Russia from U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres in more than two years and drew an angry reaction from Kyiv. Guterres called for "a just peace" in Ukraine, in line with the U.N. Charter, international law and General Assembly resolutions. He also urged an immediate end to the fighting in Gaza, Lebanon and Sudan.
At a news conference Thursday night, Putin was asked about former U.S. President Donald Trump's promise to end the fighting in Ukraine.

    


"What Mr. Trump said recently, what I heard, (is) he spoke about the desire to do everything to end the conflict in Ukraine," Putin said. "It seems to me that he said it sincerely. We certainly welcome statements of this kind, no matter who makes them."




The summit covered the deepening of financial cooperation, including the development of alternatives to Western-dominated payment systems, efforts to settle regional conflicts and expansion of the BRICS group of nations.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The alliance that initially included Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa when it was founded in 2009 has expanded to embrace Iran, Egypt, Ethiopia, the United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia. Turkey, Azerbaijan and Malaysia have formally applied to become members, and several other countries have expressed interest in joining.
The Kremlin touted the summit as "the largest foreign policy event ever held" by Russia.
Speaking at what was dubbed the "BRICS Plus" session, which included countries that are considering joining the bloc, Putin accused the West of trying to stem the growing power of the Global South with "illegal unilateral sanctions, blatant protectionism, manipulation of currency and stock markets, and relentless foreign influence ostensibly promoting democracy, human rights, and the climate change agenda."

    


"Such perverse methods and approaches -- to put it bluntly -- lead to the emergence of new conflicts and the aggravation of old disagreements," Putin said. "One example of this is Ukraine, which is being used to create critical threats to Russia's security, while ignoring our vital interests, our just concerns, and the infringement of the rights of Russian-speaking people."
Russia has specifically pushed for the creation of a new payment system that would offer an alternative to the global bank messaging network SWIFT and allow Moscow to dodge Western sanctions and trade with partners.
In a joint declaration Wednesday, participants voiced concern about "the disruptive effect of unlawful unilateral coercive measures, including illegal sanctions" and reiterated their commitment to enhancing financial cooperation within BRICS. They noted the benefits of "faster, low-cost, more efficient, transparent, safe and inclusive cross-border payment instruments built upon the principle of minimizing trade barriers and non-discriminatory access."

    


China's President Xi Jinping has emphasized the bloc's role in ensuring global security. Xi noted that China and Brazil have put forward a peace plan for Ukraine and sought to rally broader international support for it. Ukraine has rejected the proposal.
"We should promote the de-escalation of the situation as soon as possible and pave the way for a political settlement," Xi said.
Putin and Xi had announced a "no-limits" partnership weeks before Russia sent troops into Ukraine in 2022. They already met twice earlier this year, in Beijing in May and at a Shanghai Cooperation Organization summit in Kazakhstan in July.
Russia's cooperation with India also has flourished as New Delhi sees Moscow as a time-tested partner since the Cold War despite Russia's close ties with India's rival, China. While Western allies want New Delhi to be more active in persuading Moscow to end the fighting in Ukraine, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi has avoided condemning Russia while emphasizing a peaceful settlement. 

    


Addressing the BRICS Plus session, Guterres urged an immediate end to the fighting in Gaza, Lebanon, Ukraine and Sudan. "We need peace in Ukraine, a just peace in line with the U.N. Charter, international law and General Assembly resolutions," he said.
Russia's Kremlin-controlled media touted the summit as a massive policy coup that left the West fearing the loss of its global clout. State TV shows and news bulletins underscored that BRICS countries account for about half the world's population comprising the "global majority" and challenging Western "hegemony."

TV hosts elaborately quoted Western media reports saying that the summit highlighted the failure to isolate Moscow. "The West, the U.S., Washington, Brussels, London ended up isolating themselves," said Yevgeny Popov, host of a popular political talk show on state channel Rossiya 1.
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            Pictured is a McDonald's bag with an order for a Quarter Pounder sandwich purchased Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            This image provided by TreeHouse Foods, Inc., shows the packaging of two styles of waffles, among hundreds of brands of frozen waffles, that are part of a voluntary recall because the products could be contaminated with dangerous listeria bacteria, the manufacturer, TreeHouse Foods, Inc.,, said Tuesday. (TreeHouse Foods, Inc. via AP)
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            FILE - An aerial view of the Boar's Head processing plant that was tied to a deadly food poisoning outbreak, Aug. 29, 2024, in Jarratt, Va. (AP Photo/Steve Helber, File)
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            Pictured is a McDonald's bag with an order for a Quarter Pounder sandwich purchased Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            This image provided by TreeHouse Foods, Inc., shows the packaging of two styles of waffles, among hundreds of brands of frozen waffles, that are part of a voluntary recall because the products could be contaminated with dangerous listeria bacteria, the manufacturer, TreeHouse Foods, Inc.,, said Tuesday. (TreeHouse Foods, Inc. via AP)
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            FILE - An aerial view of the Boar's Head processing plant that was tied to a deadly food poisoning outbreak, Aug. 29, 2024, in Jarratt, Va. (AP Photo/Steve Helber, File)
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                                        From Boar's Head deli meat and waffles to McDonald's Quarter Pounders, this year's illness outbreaks -- some deadly -- and food recalls may have Americans wondering whether there are new risks in the U.S. food supply. 
But experts say it's business as usual when it comes to the complicated task of keeping food safe. 
The U.S. ranks near the top for food safety out of 113 countries included in the Global Food Security Index, which measures aspects of food availability and quality, according to the Food and Drug Administration.
"The U.S. food supply remains one of the safest in the world," FDA officials said in a statement. 
People might be alarmed at the "number of really high-profile recalls that affect a lot of people," said Teresa Murray, who directs the consumer watchdog office for the consumer-interest advocacy group PIRG. 
"These are products that people eat on a regular basis," she said.

    


On average, the two federal agencies that oversee the U.S. food supply -- the FDA and the U.S. Department of Agriculture -- announce more than 300 food recalls and alerts each year. The FDA regulates about 80% of foods, including dairy products, fruit and vegetables, while the USDA regulates meat and poultry, among other foods. 




The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention annually tracks about 800 foodborne illness outbreaks, in which two or more people are sickened by the same food or drink. Most of the estimated 48 million cases of food poisoning each year are not related to confirmed outbreaks, the agency said. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The pace of food recalls and alerts appears to be brisk this year, with more than 300 logged already as of mid-October. But recalls are different than illness outbreaks, which are increasingly detected by sophisticated genetic sequencing, said Donald Schaffner, a food science expert at Rutgers University. 
"I don't think the food supply is getting less safe," Schaffner said. "I think we're stuck in place. We're not getting any better."

    


Federal data shows the U.S. has made little progress toward reducing rates of foodborne illness as called for in Healthy People 2030, an effort to boost population-level health and well-being. 
The nation has budged only slightly since 2016-2018 in reducing infections caused by salmonella and listeria -- the latter being the germ behind the deadly Boar's Head outbreak, in which at least 10 people died and nearly 50 were hospitalized.
And there has been little or no progress in cutting infections caused by campylobacter or the type of toxin-producing E. coli linked to this week's McDonald's outbreak. 
"People should be reminded that food safety is a serious public health issue. All food carries risk" said Barbara Kowalcyk, director of the Institute for Food Safety and Nutrition Security at George Washington University. "We need to remember that most of our food comes from the ground or from animals." 
The landmark Food Safety Modernization Act, enacted in 2011, gave the FDA new authority to regulate the way foods are grown, harvested and processed. Under a rule finalized in 2022, which takes effect in 2026, suppliers will be required to keep records to trace fresh produce like the onions in the McDonald's outbreak back to the source. 

    


Such efforts alone can't guarantee safety, Kowalcyk said. Testing, inspections, training and education can all reduce the chances that food becomes contaminated and potentially causes illnesses. 
"In food safety, no mitigation or risk strategy is perfect," she said. "You build in hurdles across the system and with the combination of the hurdles, you will catch the problem."
Limited funding for public health agencies may erode those efforts, Kowalcyk noted. 
On a recent call with food safety advocates and reporters, FDA chief Dr. Robert Califf said funding for the agency's food safety duties has remained stagnant for years. 
"It has kept up with the cost of living but nothing incrementally for three decades in an environment which is really complicated, if you look at the human food system," Califf said. 

    


People can cut their risk of foodborne illness by following safe handling practices, including avoiding cross-contamination of foods, proper storage and frequent handwashing and sanitizing surfaces and kitchen tools at home. Beyond that, they can put pressure on stores, restaurants and government officials to ensure food safety.
"You can reach out to your congressional representative and tell them food safety is important to you," Kowalcyk said. "You can also contact food companies. If you see something, say something."
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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            FILE - Los Angeles Dodger pitcher Fernando Valenzuela tips his sombrero at a news conference after he was named National League Rookie of the Year, Dec. 2, 1981, in Los Angeles. Fernando Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, has died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024.(AP Photo/Wally Fong, File)
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            Cristina Vargas from North Hollywood, places a Mexican flag among baseball memorabilia, flowers, and candles placed outside Dodger Stadium after the death of former Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Los Angeles. Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            Cristina Vargas from North Hollywood, places a Mexican flag among baseball memorabilia, flowers, and candles placed outside Dodger Stadium after the death of former Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Los Angeles. Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela blows bubbles as he passes the time in the dugout during the rain delay before Game 3 of the National League playoffs with the Expos at Montreal, Oct. 18, 1981. Fernando Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, has died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024.(AP Photo/Rusty Kennedy, File)
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            FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela pitches in the All-Star game, Aug. 8, 1981, in Cleveland. Fernando Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, has died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024.(AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela pitches against a San Francisco Giants batter during the first inning at Candlestick Park, Oct. 3, 1982, in San Francisco. Fernando Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, has died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo, File)
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            Cristina Vargas from North Hollywood, places a Mexican flag among baseball memorabilia, flowers, and candles placed outside Dodger Stadium after the death of former Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Los Angeles. Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela blows bubbles as he passes the time in the dugout during the rain delay before Game 3 of the National League playoffs with the Expos at Montreal, Oct. 18, 1981. Fernando Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, has died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024.(AP Photo/Rusty Kennedy, File)
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            FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela pitches in the All-Star game, Aug. 8, 1981, in Cleveland. Fernando Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, has died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024.(AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela pitches against a San Francisco Giants batter during the first inning at Candlestick Park, Oct. 3, 1982, in San Francisco. Fernando Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, has died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo, File)
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                                        For baseball fans, "Fernandomania" marked a flash of pitching brilliance, the emergence of a unique talent in the history of one of the sport's most storied franchises.
For Mexicans and Mexican Americans, Fernando Valenzuela was something even greater: a beacon of hope, inspiration and pride.
Valenzuela, a Mexican-born phenomenon for the Los Angeles Dodgers, died Tuesday night at a Los Angeles hospital, the team said. He was 63. 
For some, his death prompted memories of watching the left-hander pitch at home with their parents, not out of a love of sports but because of a surge of Mexican or Latino pride. They reflect on the doors he opened for future generations and the cultural impact he ushered as a Mexican. 
Valenzuela's rise from humble beginnings as the youngest of 12 children in Mexico and his feats on the mound made him hugely popular and influential in the Latino community while helping attract new fans to Major League Baseball. Their fondness for him continued after his retirement.

    


Baseball fanatic or not, there isn't a person in Mexico who does not know who Valenzuela is, said Mexican journalist Arturo Angel. He was born in 1983 and said his knowledge of Valenzuela came from his dad, who isn't a sports fan, among other people. The way people talked about him made Angel realize how much of an idol he was to many.




Nathaly Morga, who knows of Valenzuela because of her parents, said no matter how many other Latinos in baseball there are, "Fernando was always the big one, like the God."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Angel said that the explosion of television in the 1980's and the broadcast of Dodgers games in Mexico catapulted Valenzuela into the phenomenon he became. The Dodgers, who had broadcast games in Spanish since 1959, saw a ratings increase and interest in expanding their radio network into Mexico once Valenzuela started playing. Years after his playing career ended, Valenzuela joined those radio broadcasts as a color commentator. 

    


"The LA Dodgers in Mexico have a great fan base," Angel said. "The taste of baseball expanded in Mexico, that is because of Fernando Valenzuela."
Morga grew up in Tijuana in a soccer family. Yet they all knew Valenzuela. Morga recalls her mom, who does not understand how baseball is played, telling her how at the height of "Fernandomania," she would watch Dodgers games at a local burger joint because Valenzuela was pitching. 
The Dodgers, longing for a star to connect with the Latino population in LA, finally found one in Valenzuela, whose impact would transform what had been predominantly a white fan base. The city's Mexican community began to flock to Dodger Stadium during his starts. The Dodgers, who had become the first franchise to draw 3 million fans in 1978, averaged 48,430 fans during Valenzuela's home starts and 42,523 overall during the strike-interrupted 1981 season -- the highest average attendance in Dodger Stadium history to that point. That year, Valenzuela became the first in baseball history to win Rookie of the Year and a Cy Young Award as baseball's top pitcher in the same season.

    


"In Mexico, obviously everyone knows him," Morga said. "Everybody loves the Dodgers because of him."
Rob Martinez said for those growing up in Mexico, Valenzuela was the baseline. With Dodgers games always broadcasted in Mexico, Valenzuela became all anyone could talk about and someone to look up to, he said.
Watching Valenzuela was a family affair. Martinez said he remembers having cookouts to watch the games with his dad and friends. When Valenzuela would be taken out of a game, everyone would stop watching.
But seeing Valenzuela on television made Martinez believe that his dreams were achievable, too. Martinez has played baseball since he was 3 and is now the associate head coach and recruiting coordinator for the University of Texas Rio Grande Valley baseball team.
"It was a big push for everyone, watching him compete and be the guy in the big leagues," Martinez said. "It gave us all hope."
Valenzuela is widely considered one of Mexico's top athletes of all time, along with soccer player Hugo Sanchez and boxer Julio Cesar Chavez.

    


Valenzuela's rise from his tiny hometown of Etchohuaquila in the Mexican state of Sonora to stardom in the U.S. was improbable. He was the youngest child in a large family who tagged along when his older brothers played baseball.
His rise inspired many athletes. Martinez said he was able to have the career he has had because he saw Valenzuela, a guy who came from an identical background as him be successful.
''I don't have to be (6-foot-3), 240 pounds to do what I love to do," Martinez said. "As long as you work hard at it. So that was a big deal for me. Just giving us a chance to believe that, hey, man, you know, we can do it coming from someone else."
In 2013, Morga was living in California and met Valenzuela at Petco Park in San Diego.

    


"He invited me to sit at the table with him," Morga said. "Which was crazy for me because this was a person that my parents talked about, such an idol, and he was just a typical Mexican dad."
Angel said reading profiles on Valenzuela published since his death, he has a better understanding of how not only was he a baseball legend but a cultural ambassador at a time when the racial discourse was looked at differently than it may be now.
"The fact that we are not baseball fans and know him shows that his figure was important," Angel said. "Younger people now may have more representation in other sports but for that generation Valenzuela was it."
___

The Associated Press received financial support from the Sony Global Social Justice Fund to expand certain coverage areas. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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            FILE - North Korean balloons are seen from the Unification Observation Post in Paju, South Korea, near the border with North Korea, on Oct. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man, File)
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            South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol, third from right, and his wife, Kim Keon-Hee, second from left, and Polish President Andrzej Duda, right, and his wife Agata Kornhauser-Duda, left, participate in a welcoming ceremony at the Presidential Office in Seoul, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (Jeon Heon-Kyun/Pool Photo via AP)
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            South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol, left, and Poland's President Andrzej Duda, right, walk with honor guards during a welcoming ceremony at the Presidential Office in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (Jeon Heon-Kyun/Pool Photo via AP)
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            FILE - North Korean balloons are seen from the Unification Observation Post in Paju, South Korea, near the border with North Korea, on Oct. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man, File)
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- Trash carried by a North Korean balloon fell on the presidential compound in central Seoul on Thursday for the second time, raising concerns about the vulnerability of key South Korean sites.
The incident comes after the rival Koreas ramped up threats and rhetoric against each other over North Korea's claims that South Korea flew drones over its capital, Pyongyang, to scatter propaganda leaflets this month.
No dangerous items were found in the rubbish that was dropped on the ground when one of the North Korean balloons burst over the South Korean presidential compound on Thursday morning, South Korea's presidential security service said in a statement.
North Korea has sent thousands of balloons carrying bags of rubbish like plastic and paper waste into South Korea since late May in a resumption of a Cold War-style psychological campaign. The trash that fell on the South Korean presidential compound in July also contained no hazardous materials. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Trash carried by a North Korean balloon again falls on the presidential compound in Seoul
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Karen Chammas reports on ramped up tensions between North and South Korea.

    


    


It wasn't immediately known whether South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol was at the compound during the latest incident. Later Thursday, he met visiting Polish President Andrzej Duda at his office.




South Korean media reported that North Korean leaflets criticizing Yoon and his wife, Kim Keon Hee, were found on Thursday in Seoul's Yongsan district, where Yoon's presidential office is located. Media published photos of some leaflets that described Kim as a latter-day Marie Antoinette, the queen who was beheaded in 1793 during the French Revolution. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The reports said it was the first time that North Korean propaganda leaflets have been found in South Korea since the North began its balloon campaign five months ago.
The South Korean presidential security service didn't confirm the reports. But South Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff later urged North Korea to stop flying "crude leaflets" slandering the South's president, warning that Pyongyang will be entirely responsible for any consequences.

    


Experts say North Korea likely lacks the sophisticated technology needed to drop balloons on specific targets.
"Whether the balloons have GPS or not, it's all about launching them in large numbers and hitting the right altitude based on wind direction and speed, so that they can ride those winds to travel," Lee Choon Geun, an honorary research fellow at South Korea's Science and Technology Policy Institute, said. 
"While some media are saying the accuracy of the balloons has improved, that improved accuracy isn't because they equipped them with some sort of guidance system, but rather because it's the season when winds blow southward," Lee said.
North Korea accused South Korea of using drones to drop propaganda leaflets over Pyongyang three times this month and threatened a military response if it happens again. South Korea has refused to confirm whether it sent drones but warned that North Korea would face the end of its regime if the safety of South Korean citizens is threatened.
North Korea said its balloon activities were a tit-for-tat action against South Korean activists launching anti-Pyongyang leaflets via their own balloons. South Korea responded by restarting propaganda loudspeaker broadcasts at border areas, prompting North Korea to turn on their own frontline loudspeakers. 

    


The Koreas' Cold War-style campaigns come as North Korean leader Kim Jong Un has increased the pace of his weapons tests and expanded military cooperation with Russia. 
U.S. and South Korean officials said Wednesday that 3,000 North Korean troops have been deployed to Russia and are training at several locations. South Korean officials say North Korea eventually aims to send a total of 10,000 troops to Russia to support its war efforts in Ukraine. 

South Korea is concerned that Russia may reward North Korea by giving it sophisticated technologies that could improve the North's nuclear and missile programs that target South Korea and the United States.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/koreas-tensions-trash-balloon-presidential-compound-3ab04d8a582e1760d01c2783c2d50b30
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Turkey strikes Kurdish militant targets in Syria and Iraq for a second day
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            Attackers set off explosives and opened fire Wednesday at Turkey's state-run aerospace and defense company TUSAS, killing four people and wounding 14, according to Interior Minister Ali Yerlikaya. Two of the attackers, a man and a woman, were also killed.
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            Emergency and security teams are deployed outside of Turkish Aerospace Industries Inc. at the outskirts of Ankara, Turkey, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Yavuz Ozden/Dia Photo via AP)
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            In this image take from security camera video shows two people with guns and backpacks during an attack on the premises of the Turkish state-run aerospace and defence company (TUSAS ), on the outskirts of Ankara, Turkey, Wednesday Oct. 23, 2024. (Validated UGC via AP)
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            People gather outside of the Turkish Aerospace Industries Inc. on the outskirts of Ankara, Turkey, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Yavuz Ozden/Dia Photo via AP)
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            People gather outside of Turkish Aerospace Industries Inc. at the outskirts of Ankara, Turkey, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            Emergency and security teams are deployed outside of Turkish Aerospace Industries Inc. at the outskirts of Ankara, Turkey, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 20 | 
            Emergency and security teams are deployed outside of Turkish Aerospace Industries Inc. at the outskirts of Ankara, Turkey, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            Ambulances wait in line outside of Turkish Aerospace Industries Inc. at the outskirts of Ankara, Turkey, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            Emergency and security teams are deployed outside Turkish Aerospace Industries Inc. at the outskirts of Ankara, Turkey, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Yavuz Ozden/Dia Photo via AP)
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            Emergency and security teams are deployed outside the Turkish state-run aerospace and defense company Turkish Aerospace Industries Inc. on the outskirts of Ankara, Turkey, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Yavuz Ozden/Dia Photo via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 20 | 
            Turkish soldiers carry the coffin of Zahide Guglu Ekici, who was killed during an attack by PKK members at the Turkish aerospace and defense company TUSAS in Ankara on Wednesday, during a funeral at Karsiyaka mosque in Ankara, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Ali Unal)
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            Relatives of Cengiz Coskun, who was killed during an attack by PKK members at the Turkish aerospace and defense company TUSAS on Wednesday, mourn during a funeral at Karsiyaka mosque, in Ankara, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Ali Unal)
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            Relatives and authorities pray next to coffin of Cengiz Coskun, who was killed during an attack by PKK members at the Turkish aerospace and defense company TUSAS on Wednesday, during a funeral at Karsiyaka mosque in Ankara, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Ali Unal)
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            Relatives of Cengiz Coskun, who was killed during an attack by PKK members at the Turkish aerospace and defense company TUSAS on Wednesday, mourn during a funeral at Karsiyaka mosque in Ankara, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Ali Unal)
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            Relatives and authorities pray next to the coffin of Cengiz Coskun, who was killed during an attack by PKK members at the Turkish aerospace and defense company TUSAS on Wednesday, during a funeral at Karsiyaka mosque in Ankara, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Ali Unal)
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            Relatives and Turkish soldiers carry the coffin of Zahide Guglu Ekici, who was killed during an attack by PKK members at the Turkish aerospace and defense company TUSAS in Ankara on Wednesday, during a funeral at Karsiyaka mosque in Ankara, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Ali Unal)
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            Relatives of Hasan Huseyin Canbaz, who was killed during an attack by PKK members at the Turkish aerospace and defense company TUSAS on Wednesday, mourn during a funeral at Karsiyaka mosque in Ankara, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Ali Unal)
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            Relatives of Hasan Huseyin Canbaz, who was killed during an attack by PKK members at the Turkish aerospace and defense company TUSAS in Ankara on Wednesday, mourn during a funeral at Karsiyaka mosque in Ankara, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Ali Unal)
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            Turkish soldiers stand next to the coffins of Zahide Guglu Ekici, Hasan Huseyin Canbaz and Cengiz Coskun during their funeral at Karsiyaka mosque in Ankara, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024, a day after they were killed during an attack by PKK members at the Turkish aerospace and defense company TUSAS on Wednesday. (AP Photo/Ali Unal)
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            Relatives of Hasan Huseyin Canbaz, who was killed during an attack by PKK members at the Turkish aerospace and defense company TUSAS in Ankara on Wednesday, mourn during a funeral at Karsiyaka morgue in Ankara, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Ali Unal)
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                                    Attackers set off explosives and opened fire Wednesday at Turkey's state-run aerospace and defense company TUSAS, killing four people and wounding 14, according to Interior Minister Ali Yerlikaya. Two of the attackers, a man and a woman, were also killed.
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            Emergency and security teams are deployed outside of Turkish Aerospace Industries Inc. at the outskirts of Ankara, Turkey, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Yavuz Ozden/Dia Photo via AP)
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            In this image take from security camera video shows two people with guns and backpacks during an attack on the premises of the Turkish state-run aerospace and defence company (TUSAS ), on the outskirts of Ankara, Turkey, Wednesday Oct. 23, 2024. (Validated UGC via AP)
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            People gather outside of the Turkish Aerospace Industries Inc. on the outskirts of Ankara, Turkey, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Yavuz Ozden/Dia Photo via AP)
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            People gather outside of Turkish Aerospace Industries Inc. at the outskirts of Ankara, Turkey, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            Emergency and security teams are deployed outside of Turkish Aerospace Industries Inc. at the outskirts of Ankara, Turkey, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            Emergency and security teams are deployed outside of Turkish Aerospace Industries Inc. at the outskirts of Ankara, Turkey, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo)
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                                    Emergency and security teams are deployed outside of Turkish Aerospace Industries Inc. at the outskirts of Ankara, Turkey, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            Ambulances wait in line outside of Turkish Aerospace Industries Inc. at the outskirts of Ankara, Turkey, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            Emergency and security teams are deployed outside Turkish Aerospace Industries Inc. at the outskirts of Ankara, Turkey, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Yavuz Ozden/Dia Photo via AP)
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                                    Emergency and security teams are deployed outside Turkish Aerospace Industries Inc. at the outskirts of Ankara, Turkey, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Yavuz Ozden/Dia Photo via AP)
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            Emergency and security teams are deployed outside the Turkish state-run aerospace and defense company Turkish Aerospace Industries Inc. on the outskirts of Ankara, Turkey, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Yavuz Ozden/Dia Photo via AP)
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            Turkish soldiers carry the coffin of Zahide Guglu Ekici, who was killed during an attack by PKK members at the Turkish aerospace and defense company TUSAS in Ankara on Wednesday, during a funeral at Karsiyaka mosque in Ankara, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Ali Unal)
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            Relatives of Cengiz Coskun, who was killed during an attack by PKK members at the Turkish aerospace and defense company TUSAS on Wednesday, mourn during a funeral at Karsiyaka mosque, in Ankara, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Ali Unal)
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            Relatives and authorities pray next to coffin of Cengiz Coskun, who was killed during an attack by PKK members at the Turkish aerospace and defense company TUSAS on Wednesday, during a funeral at Karsiyaka mosque in Ankara, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Ali Unal)
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            Relatives of Cengiz Coskun, who was killed during an attack by PKK members at the Turkish aerospace and defense company TUSAS on Wednesday, mourn during a funeral at Karsiyaka mosque in Ankara, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Ali Unal)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            15 of 20 | 
            Relatives and authorities pray next to the coffin of Cengiz Coskun, who was killed during an attack by PKK members at the Turkish aerospace and defense company TUSAS on Wednesday, during a funeral at Karsiyaka mosque in Ankara, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Ali Unal)
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            Relatives and Turkish soldiers carry the coffin of Zahide Guglu Ekici, who was killed during an attack by PKK members at the Turkish aerospace and defense company TUSAS in Ankara on Wednesday, during a funeral at Karsiyaka mosque in Ankara, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Ali Unal)
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            Relatives of Hasan Huseyin Canbaz, who was killed during an attack by PKK members at the Turkish aerospace and defense company TUSAS on Wednesday, mourn during a funeral at Karsiyaka mosque in Ankara, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Ali Unal)
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            Relatives of Hasan Huseyin Canbaz, who was killed during an attack by PKK members at the Turkish aerospace and defense company TUSAS in Ankara on Wednesday, mourn during a funeral at Karsiyaka mosque in Ankara, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Ali Unal)
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            Turkish soldiers stand next to the coffins of Zahide Guglu Ekici, Hasan Huseyin Canbaz and Cengiz Coskun during their funeral at Karsiyaka mosque in Ankara, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024, a day after they were killed during an attack by PKK members at the Turkish aerospace and defense company TUSAS on Wednesday. (AP Photo/Ali Unal)
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            Relatives of Hasan Huseyin Canbaz, who was killed during an attack by PKK members at the Turkish aerospace and defense company TUSAS in Ankara on Wednesday, mourn during a funeral at Karsiyaka morgue in Ankara, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Ali Unal)
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                                        ANKARA, Turkey (AP) -- Turkey struck suspected Kurdish militant targets in Syria and Iraq for a second day on Thursday following an attack on the premises of a key defense company that killed at least five people, the state-run news agency reported.
The National Intelligence Organization targeted numerous "strategic locations" used by the Kurdistan Workers' Party -- the PKK -- or by Syrian Kurdish militia that are affiliated with the militants, the Anadolu Agency reported. The targets included military, intelligence, energy and infrastructure facilities and ammunition depots, the report said. A security official said armed drones were used in Thursday's strikes.
On Wednesday, Turkey's air force carried out airstrikes against similar targets in northern Syria and northern Iraq, hours after government officials blamed the deadly attack at the headquarters of the aerospace and defense company TUSAS, on the PKK. 

    


Defense Minister Yasar Guler said Thursday that 47 alleged PKK targets were destroyed in Wednesday's airstrikes -- 29 in Iraq and 18 in Syria.
"Our noble nation should rest assured that we will continue with increasing determination our struggle to eliminate the evil forces that threaten the security and peace of our country and people until the last terrorist disappears from this geography," Guler said.




The assailants -- a man and a woman -- arrived at the TUSAS premises on the outskirts of Ankara in a taxi they commandeered after killing its driver, reports said. Armed with assault rifles, they set off explosives and opened fire, killing four people at TUSAS, including a security guard and a mechanical engineer.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Security teams were dispatched as soon as the attack started at around 3:30 pm, the interior minister said. The two assailants were also killed and more than 20 people were injured in the attack.
Interior Minister Ali Yerlikaya named the assailants as Mine Sevjin Alcicek and Ali Orek and identified them as PKK members.

    


There was no immediate statement from the PKK on the attack or the Turkish airstrikes.
In Syria, the main U.S.-backed force said Turkish strikes in the north of the country killed 12 civilians and wounded 25.
The Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces said Turkish warplanes and drones struck bakeries, power stations, oil facilities and local police checkpoints.
TUSAS designs, manufactures and assembles civilian and military aircraft, unmanned aerial vehicles and other defense industry and space systems. Its defense systems have been credited as key to Turkey gaining an upper hand in its fight against Kurdish militants.
The attack occurred a day after the leader of Turkey's far-right nationalist party that's allied with President Recep Tayyip Erdogan raised the possibility that the PKK's imprisoned leader could be granted parole if he renounces violence and disbands his organization.
Abdullah Ocalan, who was captured in 1999, is serving a life sentence on a prison island off Istanbul.
In a related development, his nephew Omer Ocalan announced on the social platform X that on Wednesday family members were allowed to visit him for the first time since March 2020.

    


Omer Ocalan, a lawmaker from Turkey's pro-Kurdish Peoples' Equality and Democracy Party, also conveyed a message from Abdullah Ocalan, saying he was being kept in isolation and offering to work to end the conflict "if the conditions are right."
"I have the theoretical and practical power to (transform) this process from one grounded in conflict and violence to one that is grounded on law and politics," Omer Ocalan quoted his uncle as saying.
The PKK has been fighting for autonomy in southeastern Turkey in a conflict that has killed tens of thousands of people since the 1980s. It is considered a terrorist group by Turkey and its Western allies.

On Thursday, large crowds gathered in the courtyard of a mosque in Ankara to take part in the funeral prayers for three of the victims, including Zahide Guclu -- an engineer who was part of a TUSAS helicopter project. She was killed by the assailants after she had gone to the entrance of the complex to collect flowers sent by her husband. 
__
Associated Press writer Bassem Mroue contributed from Beirut.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/turkey-strikes-pkk-targets-syria-iraq-8b8c5e09716e2d3e3a29809b4082854d
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            U.S. Vice President Kamala Harris' comments Wednesday come after Trump's former chief of staff John Kelly said Trump wanted military generals like Adolf Hilter's. 
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a CNN town hall in Aston, Pa., Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a CNN town hall in Aston, Pa., Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, as moderator Anderson Cooper listens. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a CNN town hall in Aston, Pa., Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, as moderator Anderson Cooper listens. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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                                    U.S. Vice President Kamala Harris' comments Wednesday come after Trump's former chief of staff John Kelly said Trump wanted military generals like Adolf Hilter's. 
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    > Follow live updates on Election 2024 as Donald Trump and Kamala Harris campaign in strategic battleground states. 


    


ASTON, Pa. (AP) -- Vice President Kamala Harris said that she believes that Donald Trump "is a fascist" after his longest-serving chief of staff said the former president praised Adolf Hitler while in office and put personal loyalty above the Constitution.
Harris seized on comments by former chief of staff John Kelly, a retired Marine Corps general, about his former boss in interviews with The New York Times and The Atlantic published Tuesday warning that the Republican nominee meets the definition of a fascist and that Trump, while in office, suggested that the Nazi leader "did some good things."
Speaking at a CNN town hall Wednesday night, Harris said they offer a window into who the former president "really is" and the kind of commander in chief he would be.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Harris says Trump is a fascist after John Kelly says he wanted generals like Hitler's
    

    
    
    AP Washington correspondent Sagar Meghani reports on Vice President Harris' response to John Kelly's accounts of Donald Trump's time in office.

    

When asked if she believed that Trump is a fascist, Harris replied twice, "Yes, I do." Later, she brought it up herself, saying Trump would, if elected again, be "a president who admires dictators and is a fascist."

    


The Democratic presidential nominee said Kelly's comments, less than two weeks before voters will decide whether to send Trump back to the Oval Office, were a "911 call to the American people" by the former chief of staff. They were quickly seized by Harris as part of her closing message to voters as she works to sharpen the choice at the ballot box for Americans.




"I believe Donald Trump is a danger to the well-being and security of the United States of America," she said, saying the American people deserve a president who maintains "certain standards," which include "certainly not comparing oneself, in a clearly admiring way, to Hitler."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
She added that if reelected, Trump would no longer be tempered by people who would "restrain him" from his worst impulses. 
Earlier Wednesday, Harris repeated her increasingly dire warnings about Trump's mental fitness and his intentions for the presidency.

    


"This is a window into who Donald Trump really is, from the people who know him best, from the people who have worked with him side by side in the Oval Office and in the Situation Room," Harris told reporters outside the vice president's residence in Washington.
The comments from Kelly, the retired Marine general who worked for Trump in the White House from 2017 to 2019, built on past warnings from former top Trump officials as the election enters its final two weeks.
Kelly has long been critical of Trump and previously accused him of calling veterans killed in combat "suckers" and "losers." His new warnings emerged as Trump seeks a second term vowing to dramatically expand his use of the military at home and suggesting he would use force to go after Americans he considers "enemies from within."
"He commented more than once that, 'You know, Hitler did some good things, too,'" Kelly recalled to the Times. Kelly said he would usually quash the conversation by saying "nothing (Hitler) did, you could argue, was good," but Trump would occasionally bring up the topic again.
In his interview with The Atlantic, Kelly recalled that when Trump raised the idea of needing "German generals," Kelly would ask if he meant "Bismarck's generals," referring to Otto von Bismarck, the chancellor who oversaw the unification of Germany. "Surely you can't mean Hitler's generals," Kelly recalled asking Trump. To which the former president responded, "Yeah, yeah, Hitler's generals."

    


Trump said on his Truth Social media platform that Kelly had "made up a story" and went on to heap insults on his former chief of staff, including that Kelly's "toughness morphed into weakness."

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Trump's campaign also denied the accounts. Campaign spokesman Steven Cheung said Kelly had "beclowned himself with these debunked stories he has fabricated" and, after Harris' statement, accused the Democratic candidate of sharing "outright lies and falsehoods."
Chris Sununu, New Hampshire's Republican governor and onetime Trump critic, said Kelly's comments did not change his plans to vote for the former president.
"Look, we've heard a lot of extreme things about Donald Trump, from Donald Trump. It's really par for the course," the governor told CNN. "Unfortunately, with a guy like that, it's kind of baked into the vote at this point."

    


Some of the former president's supporters in swing states responded to Kelly's comments with a shrug.
"Trump did his four years, and we were in great shape. Kelly didn't have anything good to say about Trump. He ought to have his butt kicked," said Jim Lytner, a longtime advocate for veterans in Nevada who served in the Army in Vietnam and co-founded the nonprofit Veterans Transition Resource Center.
Harris said Wednesday that Trump admired Hitler's generals because he "does not want a military that is loyal to the United States Constitution, he wants a military that is loyal to him. He wants a military who will be loyal to him personally."

    


Polls show the race is tight in swing states, and both Trump and Harris are crisscrossing the country making their final pitches to the sliver of undecided voters. Harris' campaign has spent considerable time reaching out to independent voters, using the support of longtime Republicans such as former Rep. Liz Cheney and comments like Kelly's to urge past Trump voters to reject his candidacy in November.
Harris' campaign held a call with reporters Tuesday to elevate the voices of retired military officials who highlighted how many of the officials who worked with Trump now oppose his campaign.
"People that know him best are most opposed to him, his presidency," said retired Army Brig. Gen. Steve Anderson.
Anderson said he wished Kelly would fully back Harris over Trump, something he has yet to do. But retired Army Reserve Col. Kevin Carroll, a former senior counselor to Kelly, said Wednesday that the former top Trump official would "rather chew broken glass than vote for Donald Trump."
Before serving as Trump's chief of staff, Kelly worked as the former president's secretary of homeland security, where he oversaw Trump's attempts to build a wall along the U.S.-Mexico border. Kelly was also at the forefront of the administration's crackdown in immigration policy that led to the separation of thousands of immigrant parents and their children along the southern border. Those actions made him a villain to many on the left, including Harris.
After Kelly left the Trump administration and joined the board of a company operating the nation's largest detention center for unaccompanied migrant children, Harris wrote during her 2019 run for president that he was "the architect" of the administration's "cruel child separation policy. Now he will profit off the separation of families. It's unethical. We are better than this."
When she was in Miami for a primary debate in June 2019, Harris was also one of a dozen Democratic presidential candidates who visited the detention center south of the city and protested against the administration's harsh treatment of young migrants.
In his interview with the Times, Kelly also said Trump met the definition of a fascist. After reading the definition aloud, including that fascism was "a far-right authoritarian, ultranationalist political ideology and movement characterized by a dictatorial leader," Kelly concluded Trump "certainly falls into the general definition of fascist, for sure."
Kelly added that Trump often fumed at any attempt to constrain his power, and that "he would love to be" a dictator.
"He certainly prefers the dictator approach to government," Kelly told the Times, adding later, "I think he'd love to be just like he was in business -- he could tell people to do things and they would do it, and not really bother too much about whether what the legalities were and whatnot."
Kelly is not the first former top Trump administration official to cast the former president as a threat.
Retired Army Gen. Mark A. Milley, who served as Trump's chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, told Bob Woodward in his recent book "War" that Trump was "fascist to the core" and "the most dangerous person to this country." And retired Gen. Jim Mattis, who worked as secretary of defense under Trump, reportedly later told Woodward that he agreed with Milley's assessment.
Throughout Trump's political rise, the businessman-turned-politician benefited from the support of military veterans.
AP VoteCast found that about 6 in 10 military veterans said they voted for Trump in 2020, as did just over half of those with a veteran in the household. Among voters in this year's South Carolina Republican primary, AP VoteCast found that close to two-thirds of military veterans and people in veteran households voted for Trump over former South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley, Trump's toughest opponent in the 2024 Republican primary.
___

Associated Press writers Linley Sanders in Washington, Ken Ritter in Las Vegas, Zeke Miller in Aston, Pennsylvania, and Adriana Gomez Licon in Miami contributed to this report.
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a Turning Point Action campaign rally, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Duluth, Ga. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Former Democratic Rep. Tulsi Gabbard hugs Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump as Tucker Carlson yells during a campaign rally Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Duluth, Ga. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump shakes hands with Robert F. Kennedy Jr., at a Turning Point Action campaign rally, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Duluth, Ga. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump arrives at a Turning Point Action campaign rally, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Duluth, Ga. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump listens during a faith town hall with Georgia Lt. Gov. Burt Jones at Christ Chapel Zebulon, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Zebulon, Ga. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Robert F. Kennedy Jr., speaks during a campaign rally with Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Duluth, Ga. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Jason Aldean speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a Turning Point Action campaign rally, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Duluth, Ga. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Supporters arrive before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a Turning Point Action campaign rally, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Duluth, Ga. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a faith town hall with Georgia Lt. Gov. Burt Jones at Christ Chapel Zebulon, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Zebulon, Ga. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a faith town hall with Georgia Lt. Gov. Burt Jones at Christ Chapel Zebulon, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Zebulon, Ga. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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                                        DULUTH, Ga. (AP) -- Donald Trump implored supporters at a Georgia rally to vote for him -- with an early ballot or in-person on Election Day -- in a state that will be crucial in the presidential election. 
"Just vote -- whichever way you want to do it," Trump said at the event Wednesday organized by conservative provocateur Charlie Kirk and the group he founded.
But the rest of former president's speech and the lineup that preceded him framed the 2024 presidential election in stark terms. The Republican nominee insulted Democrat Kamala Harris while Kirk and other speakers used religious references and described the vice president and her Democratic Party as evil. 
Democrats "stand for everything God hates," Kirk said, calling the Trump vs. Harris choice "a spiritual battle." 
"This is a Christian state. I'd like to see it stay that way," Kirk told the 10,000 or so Georgians, who at one point joined Kirk in a deafeaning chant of "Christ is King! Christ is King!" 

    


Harris, who is a Baptist, used a CNN town hall in Philadelphia to describe Trump as fascistic, further crystallizing the nation's polarized posture with less than two weeks before the Nov. 5 election.




The Trump campaign strategy of encouraging supporters to consider every voting method is a turn from when blamed his 2020 election loss to Democrat Joe Biden on mail ballots; the number of people voting early has surged this year. Over 1.9 million voters have cast early ballots in Georgia, where Trump lost by a mere 11,779 votes four years ago to Biden. Voters nationwide have returned a total of over 23 million advance ballots in the 2024 general election. That's broken records in multiple states, partly driven by Republicans embracing early voting at Trump's direction. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Yet as the contest enters its final days, allies like Kirk are searching for people who lean toward Trump but may still sit the election out when it comes to casting a ballot.

    


"You need to go to every single person you know and say, 'Are you voting for Trump?'" Kirk told the crowd. 
The 31-year-old Kirk has an outsize role in this year's election, using his online presence and the organization he founded, Turning Point Action, to make himself one of the nation's most recognizable conservatives and a central part of Trump's operation. The former president has put a particular emphasis on courting younger men, the "bro vote," trying to reach them through podcasts, social media and influencers such as Kirk.
The rally, at the Gas South Arena in Duluth, was filled with Turning Point's signature pyrotechnics. Trump used it to feature three figures who represent the populist coalition he is trying to assemble: Robert F. Kennedy Jr., who ran his own campaign for president this year before endorsing Trump; former Rep. Tulsi Gabbard, a former Democrat who announced this week that she is joining the Republican Party; and Tucker Carlson, the former Fox News commentator who has attracted millions of followers with his bravado-heavy social media presence. He added country music singer Jason Aldean, whose "Try That in a Small Town" single was a reaction to urban protests.

    


Carlson whipped the crowd into a frenzy by reassuring them that liberals and political elites were the "bizarre minority" in U.S. politics, while Trump's "Make America Great Again" supporters comprise a "gentle, tolerant" movement. Carlson cast Trump as America's "Dad" and said a Trump victory over Harris would mean "Dad's home! And he's pissed!" -- while also being a "big middle finger wagging" at "the worst people in the English-speaking world."

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Later in the night as Trump spoke, some in the crowd shouted out, "Daddy's home!"
Wednesday's rally was strategically located in part of the swath of metro Atlanta where Trump underperformed four years ago in his reelection campaign. Kirk and Trump are also scheduled to appear at a rally Thursday evening in Las Vegas.
Trump praised Kirk for "working so hard" on the rally and other campaign efforts.
Earlier Wednesday, Trump made his own pitch to conservative Christian voters at a faith-focused town hall held at a church in Zebulon, about 50 miles south of Atlanta. He made the dubious claim that Christians don't vote in high numbers. 

    


"When you have faith, when you believe in God, it's a big advantage over people that don't have that," he said, arguing that Christian voters are energized in his favor this year. 
At the end of what was billed as a "Believers and Ballots" event, Trump moved outside to address an overflow crowd. Several hundred people were assembled in the church parking lot, chanting "USA!"
Beyond his work in Georgia, Kirk's Turning Point is pitching state and local Republican officials in a get-out-the-vote operation in Arizona, Wisconsin and elsewhere. Critics question the group's claims and its use of an app that has minimal protections to secure voters' personal information. In a recording of one meeting obtained by The Associated Press, a group operative declared, "We now are an official arm of the Trump campaign."

    


Earlier this week, Kirk and Vivek Ramaswamy took the stage in downtown Atlanta, a decidedly liberal environment for the conservatives to hold court with college students. The event was part of Kirk's "You're Being Brainwashed Tour," which stops on college campuses across the swing states. More than the field work, the "Brainwashed" tour has become perhaps his most visible presence in the closing months of the campaign.
Within minutes, Ramaswamy, the biotech entrepreneur who sought the Republican presidential nomination this year, and Kirk were jousting with Georgia State University undergraduates over their choices in the Nov. 5 presidential election.
Trump and his aides argue that his populist nationalism appeals to younger voters frustrated by an inflationary economy and rising housing prices.
"I'm definitely voting for Trump because he reflects my values as a conservative and as a Christian more than Ms. Harris," said 25-year-old student Jean Pierre. 
Kirk repeated Trump's misrepresentation that Harris has been singularly responsible for immigration policy. He amplified the falsehood that 325,000 children have been "lost" at the border during Biden's term.
Kirk also defended the Trump supporters who attacked the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, as Congress met to certify Biden's election.
Ashli Babbitt, who was shot dead by a Capitol Police officer inside the building, was unarmed, Kirk said. He asked rhetorically whether the death of George Floyd, an unarmed Black man killed by a white Minneapolis police officer in 2020, was acceptable. That drew jeers and more than a few expletives.
Kirk, who is white, went on to say: "Black people in America are getting put last, which seems to be a theme the last 60 years when Democrats are in charge."
The crowd, which reflected the racial and ethnic diversity of Georgia State's enrollment, largely did not react. Turning Point staffers and local conservatives cheered.

Pierre praised Kirk for trying to organize on liberal-leaning campuses. Yet he seemed vastly outnumbered in the crowd by students who were there to push back at the host or simply to watch the combative exchanges.
Jason Evans and Tyler Hill showed up in "White Dudes for Harris" attire.
Said Hill: "I'm just here for the show."
___
Associated Press writer Stephen Groves in Washington contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/turning-point-election-2024-donald-trump-2b3580134a6b19dff18771c3fdb0f11a



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Russia amplified hurricane disinformation to drive Americans apart, researchers find

    Russia amplified hurricane disinformation to drive Americans apart, researchers find

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            People gather at a FEMA Disaster Recovery Center at A.C. Reynolds High School in Asheville, N.C.,, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Makiya Seminera)
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            FILE - Rhonda Bell looks on after an Oak tree landed on her 100-year-old home after Hurricane Helene moved through, Friday, Sept. 27, 2024, in Valdosta, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)
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            FILE - A house sits toppled off its stilts after the passage of Hurricane Milton, alongside an empty lot where a home was swept away by Hurricane Helene, in Bradenton Beach on Anna Maria Island, Fla., Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Russia has helped amplify and spread false and misleading internet claims about recent hurricanes in the United States and the federal government's response, part of a wider effort by the Kremlin to manipulate America's political discourse before the presidential election, new research shows.
The content, spread by Russian state media and networks of social media accounts and websites, criticizes the federal response to Hurricanes Helene and Milton, exploiting legitimate concerns about the recovery effort in an attempt to paint American leaders as incompetent and corrupt, according to research from the Institute for Strategic Dialogue. The London-based organization tracks disinformation and online extremism.
In some cases, the claims about the storms include fake images created using artificial intelligence, such as a photo depicting scenes of devastating flooding at Disney World that never happened, researchers say.

    


The approach is consistent with the Kremlin's long-standing practice of identifying legitimate debates and contentious issues in the U.S. and then exploiting them. Previous disinformation campaigns have harnessed debates about immigration, racism, crime and the economy in an effort to portray the U.S. as corrupt, violent and unjust. 




U.S. intelligence officials and private tech companies say Russian activity has increased sharply before the Nov. 5 election as Moscow tries to capitalize on an opportunity to undermine its chief global adversary.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
By seizing on real concerns about disaster recovery, Russia's disinformation agencies can worm their way into U.S. discourse, using hot-button issues to undermine Americans' trust in their government and each other.
"These are not situations that foreign actors are creating," said Melanie Smith, director of research at ISD. "They're simply pouring gasoline on fires that already exist."

    


The content identified by ISD included English-language posts obviously meant for Americans, as well as Russian-language propaganda intended for domestic audiences. Much of the disinformation took aim at the Federal Emergency Management Agency and the Democratic administration of President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris. She is her party's nominee in the White House race against former President Donald Trump. 
Russia's invasion of Ukraine remains the Kremlin's prime motivation for spreading lies about the hurricane response. If Russia can persuade enough Americans to oppose U.S. support for Ukraine, that could ease the way for a Moscow victory, officials and analysts have said.
U.S. intelligence officials have said Russia's disinformation seems designed to support Trump, who has praised Russian President Vladimir Putin and disparaged the NATO alliance and Ukraine's leaders. Posts linked to Russia routinely denigrate Harris, saying she is ignoring the pleas of storm victims. By contrast, a recent post from Russian state media company RT called Trump "a mystical figure of historic proportions."
Intelligence officials confirmed Tuesday that Russia created a manipulated video to smear Harris' running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz.

    


Russia has rejected claims that it trying to meddle in the U.S. election. The Russian Embassy hasn't responded to messages this week seeking comment about recent allegations by researchers and intelligence officials.
Researchers at ISD found that Russian disinformation agents exploited weak content moderation on U.S.-owned social media platforms such as X to spread their content far and wide. Before it was purchased and renamed by Elon Musk, the platform once known as Twitter required labels on content from authoritarian state media. Musk rescinded that rule and gutted the platform's content moderation efforts, leading to a surge in foreign propaganda, hate speech and extremist recruitment.
Often the false or misleading claims come from fake accounts or websites that mimic Americans or legitimate news outlets, making it difficult to determine their true origin. Unsuspecting Americans then repost and spread the content.

    


In July, American intelligence officials warned that "unwitting Americans" were helping do Russia's work for it.
Vast armies of fake or automated accounts help spread the material further. 
Researchers at the Israeli tech firm Cyabra analyzed popular posts on X that criticized FEMA for its storm response. A significant number could not be verified as belonging to a real person; one-quarter of all the responses to popular posts were deemed fake. The posts were seen by users over half a billion times.
In response, a spokesperson for X pointed to the platform's system that allows users to add context to posts with false claims. The company did not respond to questions about its labeling policy.
"The false claims, ranging from FEMA diverting funds to aid migrants to conspiracy theories about weather manipulation, undermine public trust in government as we near election day, which could seriously impact voter confidence," Cyabra researchers said in a report.

    


Politicians also have helped spread Russia's talking points. 
Rep. Paul Gosar, R-Ariz., gave an interview to the Russian state media outlet Sputnik News for a piece that played up criticism of the hurricane response. He told Sputnik that the federal response was "nonexistent," a claim easily debunked by photos and videos of FEMA recovery workers as well as the firsthand accounts of local leaders and residents in hard-hit regions.

Gosar repeated another misleading claim that "billions of FEMA disaster funds" had been given instead to immigrants without legal status. In truth, money that funds U.S. border control and immigration programs comes from a different source than disaster funds.
Gosar's office did not respond to messages seeking comment Wednesday.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/russia-hurricane-disinformation-fema-9e37c73ab8ffa2a2d338797a1a827e57
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Tropical storm battering Philippines leaves at least 24 people dead in flooding and landslides
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            Torrential rain set off by an approaching tropical storm swamped eastern Philippine cities and towns overnight in widespread flooding that trapped people, some on their roofs, and sparked frantic appeals for rescue boats and trucks, officials said Wednesday. (AP Video shot by John Michael Magdasoc )
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            A man crosses a flooded rice field during rains on Thursday Oct. 24, 2024 after Tropical Storm Trami, locally named Kristine, dumped heavy rains at Libon town, Albay province, Philippines. (AP Photo/John Michael Magdasoc)
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            In this handout photo provided by the Philippine Coast Guard, rescuers carry a resident trapped in their homes after floods caused by Tropical Storm Trami, locally named Kristine, hit their village at Libon, Albay province, Philippines on Wednesday Oct. 23, 2024. (Philippine Coast Guard via AP)
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            A man walks past damages caused by flash floods on Thursday Oct. 24, 2024 after Tropical Storm Trami, locally named Kristine, dumped heavy rains at Libon town, Albay province, Philippines. (AP Photo/John Michael Magdasoc)
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            In this handout photo provided by the Philippine Coast Guard, rescuers carry residents trapped in their home after floods caused by Tropical Storm Trami, locally named Kristine, hit their village at Libon, Albay province, Philippines on Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Philippine Coast Guard via AP)
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            A man crosses flooded rice fields on Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024 after Tropical Storm Trami, locally named Kristine, dumped heavy rains at Libon town, Albay province, Philippines. (AP Photo/John Michael Magdasoc)
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            A resident walks beside a truck buried by volcanic mud that flowed down from Mayon volcano after heavy rains caused by Tropical Storm Trami hit Guinobatan town, Albay province, Philippines on Wednesday Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/John Michael Magdasoc)
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            A man walks past damages caused by flash floods on Thursday Oct. 24, 2024 after Tropical Storm Trami, locally named Kristine, dumped heavy rains at Libon town, Albay province, Philippines. (AP Photo/John Michael Magdasoc)
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            In this photo provided by the Philippine Coast Guard, a resident carries a baby as they are rescued from their roofs where they were staying to avoid floods caused by Tropical Storm Trami, locally named Kristine, at Libon, Albay province, Philippines on Wednesday Oct. 23, 2024. (Philippine Coast Guard via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the Philippine Coast Guard, residents staying on top of their roofs to avoid floods caused by Tropical Storm Trami, locally named Kristine, await to be rescued at Libon, Albay province, Philippines on Wednesday Oct. 23, 2024. (Philippine Coast Guard via AP)
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            Residents are ferried on a rubber boat after being rescued from their roofs where they stayed to avoid high floods caused by Tropical Storm Trami hit Libon town, Albay province, Philippines on Wednesday Oct. 23, 2024. (Michelle Ricasio via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 13 | 
            Residents are ferried on a rubber boat after being rescued from their roofs where they stayed to avoid high floods caused by Tropical Storm Trami hit Libon town, Albay province, Philippines on Wednesday Oct. 23, 2024. (Michelle Ricasio via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            13 of 13 | 
            Residents are ferried on a rubber boat after being rescued from their roofs where they stayed to avoid high floods caused by Tropical Storm Trami hit Libon town, Albay province, Philippines on Wednesday Oct. 23, 2024. (Michelle Ricasio via AP)
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                                    Torrential rain set off by an approaching tropical storm swamped eastern Philippine cities and towns overnight in widespread flooding that trapped people, some on their roofs, and sparked frantic appeals for rescue boats and trucks, officials said Wednesday. (AP Video shot by John Michael Magdasoc )


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 13 | 
            A man crosses a flooded rice field during rains on Thursday Oct. 24, 2024 after Tropical Storm Trami, locally named Kristine, dumped heavy rains at Libon town, Albay province, Philippines. (AP Photo/John Michael Magdasoc)
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            In this handout photo provided by the Philippine Coast Guard, rescuers carry a resident trapped in their homes after floods caused by Tropical Storm Trami, locally named Kristine, hit their village at Libon, Albay province, Philippines on Wednesday Oct. 23, 2024. (Philippine Coast Guard via AP)
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            A man walks past damages caused by flash floods on Thursday Oct. 24, 2024 after Tropical Storm Trami, locally named Kristine, dumped heavy rains at Libon town, Albay province, Philippines. (AP Photo/John Michael Magdasoc)
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            A resident walks beside a truck buried by volcanic mud that flowed down from Mayon volcano after heavy rains caused by Tropical Storm Trami hit Guinobatan town, Albay province, Philippines on Wednesday Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/John Michael Magdasoc)
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            In this photo provided by the Philippine Coast Guard, a resident carries a baby as they are rescued from their roofs where they were staying to avoid floods caused by Tropical Storm Trami, locally named Kristine, at Libon, Albay province, Philippines on Wednesday Oct. 23, 2024. (Philippine Coast Guard via AP)
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            Residents are ferried on a rubber boat after being rescued from their roofs where they stayed to avoid high floods caused by Tropical Storm Trami hit Libon town, Albay province, Philippines on Wednesday Oct. 23, 2024. (Michelle Ricasio via AP)
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            Residents are ferried on a rubber boat after being rescued from their roofs where they stayed to avoid high floods caused by Tropical Storm Trami hit Libon town, Albay province, Philippines on Wednesday Oct. 23, 2024. (Michelle Ricasio via AP)
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                                        MANILA, Philippines (AP) -- Widespread flooding and landslides set off by a tropical storm in the northeastern Philippines on Thursday left at least 24 people dead, swept away cars and prompted authorities to scramble for motorboats to rescue trapped villagers, some on roofs.
The government shut down schools and offices -- except those urgently needed for disaster response -- for the second day on the entire main island of Luzon to protect millions of people after Tropical Storm Trami slammed into the country's northeastern province of Isabela after midnight.
The storm began to move away from the coast of the northwestern Philippine province of Ilocos Sur toward the South China Sea on Thursday afternoon with sustained winds of up to 95 kph (59 mph) and gusts up to 115 kph (71 mph). It was blowing southwestward and could strengthen into a typhoon over the South China Sea, according to state forecasters.

    


At least 24 people died, mostly due to drowning in the hard-hit Bicol region and nearby Quezon province but the toll was expected to rise as towns and villages isolated by flooding and roads blocked by landslides and toppled trees manage to send out reports, police and provincial officials said.




Most of the storm deaths were reported in the six-province Bicol region, southeast of Manila, where at least 21 people died, including 8 residents in Naga city, which was inundated by flash floods as Trami was approaching Tuesday, dumping more than two months' worth of rainfall in just 24 hours at high tide, regional police chief Brig. Gen. Andre Dizon and other officials said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
While thousands of villagers, who were trapped in floodwaters, have been rescued by government forces, many more needed to be saved Thursday in the Bicol region, including some on roofs. About 1,500 police officers have been deployed for disaster-mitigation work, Dizon said.

    


"We can't rescue them all at once because there are so many and we need additional motorboats," Dizon told The Associated Press by telephone. "We're looking for ways to deliver food and water to those who were trapped but could not be evacuated right away."
Flash floods swept away and submerged cars in some parts of Naga city while mudflows from Mayon, one of the country's 24 active volcanoes, in nearby Albay province, engulfed several vehicles, Dizon said.
Stormy weather remained in the region, hampering relief efforts, officials said.
The government's disaster-mitigation agency said more than 2 million people were affected by the storm, including 75,400 villagers who were displaced from their homes and are sheltering on safer ground.
More than 1,000 houses were damaged, mostly in the Bicol region, and nearly 300 roads and bridges were not passable due to flooding, landslides or toppled trees, the government's disaster-mitigation agency said. 
The storm prompted the suspension of inter-island ferry services in more than 120 seaports, stranding nearly 7,000 passengers and cargo workers, the Philippine coast guard said.

About 20 storms and typhoons batter the Philippines each year. In 2013, Typhoon Haiyan, one of the strongest recorded tropical cyclones in the world, left more than 7,300 people dead or missing and flattened entire villages.
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Stock market today: Wall Street slumps to a rare 3-day losing streak
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                    A train arrives at the Wall Street subway station in New York's Financial District on Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- U.S. stocks fell Wednesday as more steam came out of Wall Street's huge, record-breaking rally.
The S&P 500 sank 0.9% for its first three-day losing streak since early September. It was coming off two small losses  since setting an all-time high on Friday, and the pullback follows a superb run where the index had rallied to six straight winning weeks, its longest such streak of the year.
The Dow Jones Industrial Average dropped 409 points, or 1%, while the Nasdaq composite tumbled 1.6% after Nvidia and other Big Tech stocks were among the market's heaviest weights.
Momentum has reversed for stocks this week as pressure has increased from rising Treasury yields. Higher yields can make investors less willing to pay high prices for stocks, which critics say already look too expensive after they rose faster than corporate profits.

    


"Slowly, then suddenly," stock investors have been noticing the moves in the bond market, along with the rally for the U.S. dollar's value against other currencies, according to Jonathan Krinsky at BTIG. 
McDonald's helped pull the market lower and dropped 5.1% after federal health officials linked its Quarter Pounder burgers with an E. coli outbreak  that's affected at least 49 people in 10 states. Investigators are still trying to find what specific ingredient is contaminated, and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said McDonald's  stopped using fresh slivered onions and quarter pound beef patties in several states while the investigation is ongoing.




Coca-Cola fell 2.1% even though it reported stronger profit and revenue for the latest quarter than analysts expected. The company benefited from higher prices for its products, but a lot of focus was on how much product the company shipped during the quarter, and that fell short of some estimates. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Boeing slipped 1.8% in what could be one of the most consequential days in years for the troubled aerospace manufacturer.

    


The company reported a loss of more than $6 billion for the latest quarter. Later Wednesday, Boeing factory workers voted 64% against Boeing's latest contract offer, opting to continue a six-week strike that has halted production of the aerospace giant's bestselling jetliners. Boeing stock has lost nearly 40% this year. 
The market's most impactful losses came from Big Tech stocks. They have been battling criticism for a while that their prices soared too high amid Wall Street's frenzy around artificial-intelligence technology. Nvidia's 2.8% drop and Apple's 2.2% fall were the two heaviest weights on the S&P 500. 
Helping to limit the losses for indexes was AT&T, which rose 4.6% after reporting stronger profit for the latest quarter than analysts expected 
Texas Instruments climbed 4% after the semiconductor company reported stronger profit and revenue than analysts expected. While revenue from industrial users declined from the prior quarter, CEO Haviv Ilan said all other end markets grew.
Northern Trust rallied 7% after likewise topping analysts' estimates for profit and revenue in the latest quarter. 

    


All told, the S&P 500 fell 53.78 points to 5,797.42. The Dow dropped 409.94 to 42,514.95, and the Nasdaq composite fell 296.47 to 18,276.65.
In the bond market, the yield on the 10-year Treasury rose again to 4.23% from 4.21% late Tuesday and from just 4.08% Friday. 
Treasury yields have been climbing after a raft of reports have shown the U.S. economy  remains stronger than expected. That's good news for Wall Street, because it bolsters hopes that the economy can escape  from the worst inflation in generations without the painful recession that many had worried was inevitable. 
Traders are now largely expecting the Fed to cut its main interest rate by half a percentage point more through the end of the year, according to data from CME Group. A month ago, some of those same traders were betting on the federal funds rate ending the year as much as half a percentage point lower than that. 
In stock markets abroad, Japan's Nikkei 225 slipped 0.8% despite a surge for Tokyo Metro Co.'s stock in Japan's largest market debut since SoftBank Corp. went public in 2018.

Chinese markets rose for a second day after the central bank cut its one-year and five-year Loan Prime Rates on Monday. Indexes rose 1.3% in Hong Kong and 0.5% in Shanghai, while European markets were modestly lower. 

    


___
AP Writers Matt Ott and Zimo Zhong contributed.
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A melodic greeting between women in Burundi is at risk of being lost

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The traditional form of musical greeting, known to Burundians as akazehe, is performed exclusively by and between women on a range of occasions, from encounters in farmland to sudden meetings. But akazehe is fading, despite its status as a unique example of traditional culture in this central African country.
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                                        NGOZI, Burundi (AP) -- The hug between the two women looked like it would last forever. A spirited 85-year-old had embraced a younger woman she hadn't seen for months, and she chanted a number of questions in the peculiar yodeling routine of her ancestors.

How are you? How is your husband? How are the kids? How are your cows? Are you on good terms with your neighbors?

And so on.

Prudencienne Namukobwa paused in the melody to allow the younger woman's rhythmic affirmation, a pattern she has mastered over the decades.

"Ego," Emelyne Nzeyimana replied over and over in the local Kirundi language. "Yes."

A group of neighbors watched in amazement. Many were seeing their first performance of the traditional form of musical greeting, known to Burundians as akazehe. It is performed exclusively by women on a range of occasions.

But akazehe is fading, despite its unique status in this central African country that is better known for its world-famous percussionists. That's according to cultural officials, teachers and others who say the practice is worth preserving.

    



They cited the threat from public health measures that discourage unnecessary contact during disease outbreaks, in addition to the perceived failure to promote akazehe among school-going youth.

Among young Burundians, it is hard to find people who know what akazehe means and even harder to find someone who can perform it.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

"At a certain time, unfortunately, it was abandoned," said Sandrine Kitonze, a culture advisor in the office of the governor of Ngozi province.

She said akazehe and its minutes-long embrace "made you feel that the person who greets you loves you."





Some academics have noted akazehe's potential role in fostering social cohesion in Burundi, which is now largely peaceful after a period of deadly civil war followed by political instability.

Annonciate Baragahorana, a teacher in the province of Bujumbura, which includes the commercial capital, told The Associated Press that while she was not born in a place where akazehe was widely practiced, she was astonished as a young girl when women embraced and addressed her in the polyphonic way during visits to other regions.

    



"The women who often did this lived in the central plateau provinces. When we went there during the holidays, a woman from the interior of the country kissed you strongly while wishing you wonders and she hugged you for a long time," she said with a chuckle. "I wanted her to finish quickly, even if it was sweet words to hear."

Baragahorana said she feared "tenderness in social relationships will disappear" among Burundians amid threats from contagious diseases such as COVID-19 and Mpox.

"People greet each other from a distance for fear of contaminating each other," she said. "This will contribute enormously to the demise of akazehe."

In Ngozi, a hilly province in Burundi's north, akazehe remains familiar to some locals, and women such as Namukobwa are impressive at performing it.

She lives in a decaying house set in the side of a verdant hill. One recent morning, she was sitting on a mat outside when she glimpsed Nzeyimana, the visiting daughter of a former neighbor. She overcame her bad hip to rise and welcome the woman, whom she addressed as if she were her biological daughter.

    



"I felt that the first love she had when I was just a girl is kept until now," said Nzeyimana, a broadcaster in Ngozi. "This means that I am still her daughter."

Akazehe can seem like a race to perfect accord, a search for harmony, in the interwoven vocalizations. While most questions are routine, some can be unexpected. Nzeyimana said afterward that she had been anxious over possibly facing a question for which she was not ready with a positive response. There was none.

Serena Facci, an Italian scholar at the University of Rome Tor Vergata who has written about akazehe, said that even by 1993, when she went to Burundi for research in ethnomusicology, "this beautiful female greeting wasn't very common in the ordinary life." Its continuing disappearance could be due to changing lifestyles, she said.

    



A custom such as akazehe should be preserved at all costs because of its role in protecting families, said Isaac Nikobiba, an anthropologist in Bujumbura. Among communities that practiced it, women could alert mother figures to any turbulence at home, triggering supportive measures from the extended family, he said.

Nikobiba called the potential disappearance of akazehe symptomatic of wider cultural losses stemming from modernization.

"Normally, before starting a home in traditional Burundi, the girl would first receive advice from her paternal aunt who would tell her, 'I will come to greet you after a certain time. If you notice an anomaly in the home, you will have to tell me everything,'" he said. "In short, if she does not find someone to whom she can confide her marital intimacies, she spends all the time in a very bad psychological atmosphere."

    



Floride Ntakirutimana was among the small group of women who gathered to witness the spectacle of Namukobwa greeting Nzeyimana. She said she grew up in a farming community where no mother could perform akazehe, and only heard of it through radio programs.

The exchange she watched left her feeling she wanted to learn akazehe herself.

"I feel better, and I saw that it was good," Ntakirutimana said.

___


The Associated Press receives financial support for global health and development coverage in Africa from the Gates Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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Abortion bans are top of mind for young women in North Carolina as they consider Harris or Trump
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            A Democrat hasn't won the North Carolina presidential election since 2008. The party is hoping women upset over the overturning of a national right to abortion will help turn the state blue again. (AP video: Allen Breed)
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            Forsyth Tech student Jenny Gonzalez, shown Monday, Oct. 7, 2024 in Winston-Salem, N.C., who is studying pharmacy technology, says abortion is the top issue that motivated her to register to vote this year. Gonzalez worries about new state abortion bans and plans to vote for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris. (AP Photo/Amanda Seitz)
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            Two women pray outside a Planned Parenthood clinic in Fayetteville, N.C., on Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)
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            Tattoo artist Liz "Gruesome" Haycraft poses with a drawing of a fictitious back-alley abortion victim at her Breathless Arts Tattoo studio in Fayetteville, N.C., on Monday, Sept. 30, 2024. Haycraft drew it the day the U.S. Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, which had previously legalized abortion nationwide. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)
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            A billboard linking former President Donald Trump and Republican gubernatorial nominee Mark Robinson looms U.S. 1 in Youngsville, N.C., on Monday, Oct. 14, 2024. Trump has boasted that his U.S. Supreme Court nominees overturned the nationwide right to abortion, and Robinson's controversial statements on abortion have been a focus of Democrats in the state. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)
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            A "Women for Robinson" hat sits in front of a photo of former President Donald Trump at a resource center for Republican candidates in Fayetteville, N.C., on Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. Mark Robinson, the GOP gubernatorial nominee, has drawn attention for controversial statements on abortion. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)
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            Donna Klein, an 80-year-old retired teacher in Winston-Salem, shown Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024 in Winston-Salem, N.C., says that women's reproductive health is an "important" issue but not her top concern headed into this election. Klein, who plans to vote for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris , names climate change as her top issue. (AP Photo/Amanda Seitz)
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            Air Force veteran and mother of two Laura Browne waves to a passing vehicle outside a Planned Parenthood clinic in Fayetteville, N.C., on Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. Browne does sidewalk ministry for a pregnancy center just up the road. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)
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                                    A Democrat hasn't won the North Carolina presidential election since 2008. The party is hoping women upset over the overturning of a national right to abortion will help turn the state blue again. (AP video: Allen Breed)
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            Forsyth Tech student Jenny Gonzalez, shown Monday, Oct. 7, 2024 in Winston-Salem, N.C., who is studying pharmacy technology, says abortion is the top issue that motivated her to register to vote this year. Gonzalez worries about new state abortion bans and plans to vote for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris. (AP Photo/Amanda Seitz)
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            Tattoo artist Liz "Gruesome" Haycraft poses with a drawing of a fictitious back-alley abortion victim at her Breathless Arts Tattoo studio in Fayetteville, N.C., on Monday, Sept. 30, 2024. Haycraft drew it the day the U.S. Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, which had previously legalized abortion nationwide. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)
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            A billboard linking former President Donald Trump and Republican gubernatorial nominee Mark Robinson looms U.S. 1 in Youngsville, N.C., on Monday, Oct. 14, 2024. Trump has boasted that his U.S. Supreme Court nominees overturned the nationwide right to abortion, and Robinson's controversial statements on abortion have been a focus of Democrats in the state. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)
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            Donna Klein, an 80-year-old retired teacher in Winston-Salem, shown Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024 in Winston-Salem, N.C., says that women's reproductive health is an "important" issue but not her top concern headed into this election. Klein, who plans to vote for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris , names climate change as her top issue. (AP Photo/Amanda Seitz)
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                                        WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. (AP) -- The TikTok videos haunt 26-year-old Christy Kishbaugh.
One seared into her memory shows a young mom talking about how several Idaho emergency rooms rejected her because of the state's abortion ban, leaving her to bleed for weeks after a miscarriage.
Kishbaugh sends videos like that to friends, saying "Can you believe this?"
She can't. 
In a hushed voice near a popular park, the married suburbanite worried about her own future under the new patchwork of state laws that have prevented thousands of women across the country from having abortions. 
"Thinking ahead, if anything were to go wrong," Kishbaugh nearly whispered, iced coffee in hand. "The idea that myself, my friends, people close to me, that they could potentially die or never have kids or lose a child because they're not getting access to the health care they need, that really dwells with me."

    


Two years after the U.S. Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, the tensions over abortion have only intensified, setting up the presidential election as a referendum on fundamental rights for tens of millions of women. 




Republicans have long relied on deep support from white women in states such as Georgia, Florida and Texas who back them at higher levels compared to white women nationwide, data from AP VoteCast, a sweeping survey of the electorate, show. But in a battleground state like North Carolina, where Donald Trump won 60% of the vote of white women in 2020, their allegiance could be strained by the state's new 12-week abortion ban.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
If Trump's support among white women in North Carolina drops closer to the group's national average of 52% in 2020, he could find it difficult to earn the state's 16 electoral votes again. Vice President Kamala Harris could narrowly win if just a fraction of white women decide to support her instead of Trump, who took North Carolina by just 1.3 percentage points in 2020, Trump's narrowest margin of victory.

    


Abortion was a top issue for just 3% of North Carolina voters in 2020, with nearly all of them backing Trump and his promise to appoint Supreme Court justices who would overturn Roe v. Wade, the high court ruling that had guaranteed a woman's right to abortion for nearly half a century. 
Now the court has left abortion rights up to the states and the issue is far from settled, with legislatures passing a range of restrictions. Harris has made fallout from the laws a focus of her campaign. And a different crop of North Carolina voters -- 10% of them in 2022 -- have named abortion as their highest priority, according to AP VoteCast data. Nearly 8 in 10 of North Carolina voters in 2022 who prioritized abortion backed a Democratic candidate statewide.
This presidential contest will reveal how much abortion access really matters to them and whether it's enough to overcome their misgivings about Harris on the economy, immigration and other matters. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Did Republicans set off a hand grenade on abortion? 
Targeting women under 35, North Carolina Democrats are telling voters that Republicans are too extreme on abortion and want control over women, said Morgan Jackson, a campaign adviser for Democratic gubernatorial candidate Josh Stein. 
"Republicans have set off their hand grenade in their own hands," Jackson said. "They thought you were with them all the way. It's way more complicated than that."
Nationally, 4 in 10 women under 30 years old say abortion is their top issue, according to a poll released Oct. 11 by KFF, a health policy research organization.
North Carolina, however, is one of the only southern states that hasn't instituted the type of strict ban that have made abortions nearly impossible to obtain. That moderate approach will make this a less pressing issue for the state's voters, said Republican state senator Vickie Sawyer.
Sawyer considers what she hears from her own young adult daughters. Abortion comes up, she said, but not as much as worries about the cost of housing or everyday items.
"It's right in the wheelhouse of something that could affect them," Sawyer said. But "they know their rights are protected" because the state's 12-week abortion ban also allows for some exceptions in the second trimester. 

    


But Democrats are telling voters that bigger threats to abortion rights linger with the Republican candidate for governor, Mark Robinson, who once promised to outlaw "abortion in North Carolina for any reason." During NFL games on Sunday, commercial breaks feature an ad of a woman sitting on an operating room table, explaining how she nearly bled out in a Texas emergency room because doctors were afraid to treat her with a dilation and curettage surgery -- a procedure often used during abortions -- after she gave birth. 
With enthusiasm already high among Black women, the Harris campaign will focus on using the abortion issue to win over suburban white and Latino women, Jackson said. No Democratic presidential candidate has won North Carolina since Barack Obama in 2008. 

    


In the final weeks of the campaign, North Carolina has had a series of dueling visits from the presidential candidates and their surrogates. Trump surveyed storm damage in western North Carolina on Monday, after Harris stopped by a predominantly Black church and rallied a crowd of 7,000 at Eastern Carolina University earlier this month. 
Last Thursday, as a record 353,166 votes were cast at polling sites across the state, Harris' running mate Tim Walz implored the crowd at a Winston-Salem high school gymnasium to consider that abortion access could be restricted further under a second Trump presidency. Voters, he argued, should not believe the former president's statement that he would refuse to sign a national abortion ban. 
"The people in our lives -- our wives, our daughters, our mothers, our friends, for Christ's sake, our neighbors -- their lives are literally at stake on how we vote," Walz said. 
The Harris campaign has 29 field offices and over 340 staff in the state, and has made contacting Black and younger voters a priority, the campaign said. Trump's team referred an emailed request for details on his campaign's presence to Sawyer, who represents a conservative patch of Charlotte's suburbs. 
Harris' campaign might find the votes she needs tucked in the hills of fast-growing Forsyth County, flush with women, college students and young working professionals. The county seat of Winston-Salem, dotted with trendy apartment lofts converted from old cigarette factories and artsy coffee shops, has added the most people, a shift that's helped Democrats take power in the once-blue collar town after years of Republican control. The city's economy runs in part on more than a half-dozen colleges, including Wake Forest University.
It's on one of those college campuses where 21-year-old Jenny Gonzalez said the issue of abortion motivated her to register to vote in her first election. She'll cast a ballot for Harris. 
"It should be access to all women, no matter the situation, because everyone goes through different things and you don't know why they decide to get the abortion," said Gonzalez, who is studying pharmacy technology at Forsyth Technical Community College.
About 120 miles southeast of Winston-Salem, 48-year-old Christine Ducheneaux sat on a bench in downtown Fayetteville as she explained why abortion is her top issue, too.
"For me, it's just about body autonomy," said Ducheneaux, a mother of three children. "I hate to use generalizations, but, you know, like older white men, making a decision about what's good, what's best for me and my family or my life, is crazy. You're not my doctor, you know?"
Ducheneaux said she wasn't excited about voting for President Joe Biden, but once he dropped out she became "super excited" to support Harris.
Abortion restrictions have 44-year-old tattoo artist Liz "Gruesome" Haycraft, a former Republican who once opposed abortion, feeling on edge. Haycraft doesn't plan to have children, but worries about women who have faced hurdles getting medical care.
"There is no reason that women should have to give up their lives or their bodies," said Haycraft, who plans to vote for Harris. 
Standing outside of a Planned Parenthood clinic, armed with bags of snacks and anti-abortion pamphlets for those walking into the facility, 45-year-old Laura Browne tried to persuade women to talk to her instead. The retired Air Force staff sergeant and mother of two daughters believes Democrats are using horror stories about abortion to scare young women. 
"I believe they're being told there's only one option, and that they're too young to have children," said Browne, who works for a nearby anti-abortion center that counsels pregnant women. "And I would say that that is wrong."
Browne declined to share how she'd vote in the election. 
It's still all about the economy, Republicans say
Republicans, for the most part, are downplaying the subject. Trump's campaign is running ads in the state instead attacking Harris for supporting taxpayer-funded transgender surgery. And locally, GOP loyalists are raising questions about how well the Biden administration has responded to Hurricane Helene's devastation.
Abortion may resonate deepest with younger women, but they're also a historically unreliable voting bloc, said Linda L. Petrou, a longtime Forsyth County Republican and district chair. 
"There might be more women - younger women - coming out and voting for Harris because of that," Petrou acknowledged, but she added, "the percentage of young people who vote is relatively small."
Older women -- even Democrats -- see abortion as more of a peripheral issue when compared to their younger counterparts. 
To Donna Klein, an 80-year-old retiree, women's rights are "important," but the environment is her top concern, a worry punctuated only by the hurricane destruction for the longtime Democrat.
"It's very important we try to figure out what's going on, what we can do it about it," Klein said. "As an older person, as I think about my grandkids. What kind of earth are they going to inherit?"
Petrou said Republicans are counting on widespread dissatisfaction with the economy to keep their voters firmly in Trump's camp. 
Inflation has 20-year-old Wake Forest student Leyla Herrera considering a vote for Trump in her first presidential election. The biology student, who doesn't align with a party, says increased prices have been tough on her middle-class family, based in a Charlotte suburb.
"Donald Trump, when he was in office, there was better prices, especially for gas. Food is a really big thing, all of that has really gone up," she said. 
But on abortion, Herrera is conflicted. She's doesn't like new laws that have prevented women who have been raped from ending a pregnancy. But she thinks about her mom, born and adopted the year before the U.S. Supreme Court initially affirmed national abortion rights in 1973.
"I feel really lucky because if she was born a year later, I wouldn't be here," Herrera said. "It really weighs on me."
Some Republican women also struggle with where they stand.
Weeks out from the election, Robin Spadt, a Canadian immigrant who doesn't like the influx of immigrants that have crossed the U.S. border illegally, is still unsure how she'll vote. Harris won't get her vote, she says. But after voting for Trump in the 2016 and 2020 elections, she describes his recent remarks as "a lot of crazy." 
And the 68-year-old suburban grandmother has another problem she's trying to reconcile before she heads to the voting booth.
"I've got five granddaughters, and I don't like the government telling them what to do with their bodies," Spadt added.

___ Superville reported from Fayetteville, North Carolina. AP National Writer Allen G. Breed in Fayetteville and Associated Press writers Bill Barrow in Winston-Salem and Josh Boak in Washington contributed to this report.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- If the presidential election hinged on abortion or climate change, Kamala Harris might be feeling pretty comfortable about her chances on Nov. 5, based on the polls. The Democratic nominee is also competitive on economic issues against Republican Donald Trump.
But Harris knows this is an extremely tight race -- and that it could well serve as a test of just how much policy matters to voters, and which policies ultimately matter the most.
The vice president leads Trump on abortion, election integrity, climate change, taxes for the middle class and management of natural disasters, according to the latest survey by The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs. 
She's essentially split with Trump on several specific economic issues such as jobs and the cost of groceries and gasoline. The two are basically even as well on crime and the situation in the Middle East. Trump has a slight advantage over Harris on tariffs, and a bigger edge on immigration.

    


Despite Harris' advantage on a number of issues, her campaign still has plenty of anxiety about a historically close race. It's a sign that policy can matter -- but it doesn't always outshine issues like personality, partisan loyalty or even demographic factors that shape voters' identities.




The latest polling marks something of a shift from 2020, when the pandemic was the top priority for many voters. But it also shows that Trump can no longer claim the economy as a relative strength for his candidacy, as it was when President Joe Biden was still in the race. How voters think about the economy could prove decisive; a September AP-NORC poll identified that as the top issue for many voters.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The Harris campaign, in its own polling, finds that the Democratic nominee is competitive against Trump on the economy, and sees that as a reflection of how she's emphasized the middle class in her speeches and advertising.

    


"She outperforms Trump very significantly on understanding the needs of middle class and working families," said Molly Murphy, a Harris campaign pollster. "Voters tend to trust that if you talk about something relentlessly that you care about it." 
Xiaowen Xu, a psychologist at the College of William & Mary, stressed that there are many factors at play when understanding people's political leanings.
"Some will place more emphasis on policy, whereas others just have it as a 'check box' so to speak," Xu said. "And factors like personality differences, political identity, strength of political leaning, media consumption ... all can contribute to how policy-related info is digested."
Biden experienced this disconnect firsthand before exiting the race. His aides would point to data suggesting that he bettered Trump on policy specifics, yet he still rated poorly on the economy due to the impact of inflation spiking in 2022 as well as doubts about his age. The policy edge was insufficient to boost his popularity.
Trump has leaned into his persona as a property tycoon. He claimed at a recent roundtable that Harris' time as San Francisco's district attorney ruined the city and that he understands this because "I own property there." At the same time, while saying that inflation was bad, Trump said that illegal border crossings were a bigger issue than the economy.

    


Trump had a 45% to 37% advantage on immigration in October's poll, roughly in line with his edge in the September and August polling. And it's an issue that was particularly important to GOP voters during their primaries earlier this year, with Trump pledging mass deportations of immigrants without authorized status.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


"Americans trust President Trump to get our economy back on track because he is a businessman with a proven track record of economic success from his first term in the White House," said Karoline Leavitt, the Trump campaign's national press secretary.
Trump has gone after Harris on various issues such as her 2019 call to ban fracking (which she has since disowned) and her willingness that same year to cut funding for U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (she has since called for more funding on border security). He has also attacked her support for transgender rights and the meandering answers she has given at times to interview questions.

    


"I think she's narrowed a lot of advantages that Trump had earlier in the year, but it seems like some of the attacks on her are taking a toll," said Patrick Ruffini, a Republican strategist who says that persuadable voters still appear to prefer Trump on issues like the economy and immigration.
Ruffini noted that Harris and her Democratic surrogates are increasingly focused on Trump's own foibles, such as claims by former aides that he's a fascist, his sometimes rambling speeches and the limits of his campaign schedule. That suggests that Harris knows there's a greater advantage to attacking Trump than promoting policy. 

    


"What we see from the Harris campaign in the final stretch is they're trying to emphasize Trump's instability," he said.
Still, Harris is making a case on the economy and pushing multiple messages at the same time. Her campaign on Wednesday highlighted a letter signed by 23 Nobel economists who said her policies would be "vastly superior" to Trump's ideas. Her campaign has also labeled his tariff plans a "national sales tax."
Ads run by groups backing Harris have featured voters who ditched Trump because they saw him as caring more about tax cuts for billionaires than the middle class. Other ads go after Trump's tariffs for increasing expenses for everyday people, messages all designed to suggest that the former president prioritizes himself.
The Democratic nominee has called for $25,000 in down payment assistance for first-time homebuyers, expanded tax breaks for parents, new benefits to encourage more start-ups, and the doubling of registered apprenticeships to bolster blue-collar work. Her campaign has proposed high taxes on corporations and the wealthy to cover the costs of her programs without adding to projected budget deficits.

"These things do resonate," said Steven Durlauf, an economist at the University of Chicago. "There are really stark differences between the candidates."
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    > Follow live updates on Election 2024 as Donald Trump and Kamala Harris campaign in strategic battleground states. 


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- Kamala Harris went to a Philadelphia suburb on Wednesday night for a CNN town hall, where she faced questions from undecided voters. The event was arranged after Donald Trump declined to participate in a second debate with her. 
With less than two weeks to go until the election, here are some key moments from the town hall.
Harris says Trump is a fascist
She left no doubt that she believes her opponent can be characterized by the far-right authoritarian ideology. 
Asked by CNN's Anderson Cooper if she thinks Trump is a fascist, Harris replied bluntly.
"Yes, I do," she said. "Yes, I do."
Her answer came shortly after John Kelly, Trump's former chief of staff, used the same term to describe the Republican nominee. 
Harris' comments were a bolder version of an answer that she gave during an interview last week. 
Radio host Charlamagne Tha God referred to Trump's vision for the country as fascism and asked, "Why can't we just say it?"
"Yes, we can say that," Harris said. 

    


Harris widens her break with Biden





Ever since being catapulted to the top of the Democratic ticket, the vice president has struggled with questions about how she's different from President Joe Biden. Harris has been reluctant to distance herself from him even though voters appear eager for a change in direction. 
However, Biden recently gave her a rhetorical green light to break with him more, saying she would "cut her own path" if elected. 
Harris appears to have tentatively embraced the opportunity. She repeatedly said Wednesday night that she would offer "a new approach" to governing when it came to caring for the elderly and bringing down consumer costs.
"I'm not going to shy away from saying, hey, these are still problems that we need to fix," Harris said. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Harris talks about her personal faith

    



The vice president doesn't usually discuss her religion, but she revealed more during the town hall.
Cooper asked Harris to reflect on the day that Biden dropped his reelection bid and endorsed her, particularly a call that she had with her pastor. 
"I needed that advice," she said about her conversation with Rev. Dr. Amos Brown in San Francisco. "I needed a prayer." 
She also said, "I do pray every day, sometimes twice a day."
Harris said she was raised with the understanding that "your faith is a verb," meaning that it's important to put beliefs into action to help others. 
Harris' background and personal life involves a blend of religions. She's previously talked about attending services at a Baptist church and a Hindu temple while growing up in California. Her husband, Doug Emhoff, is Jewish. 
Harris was asked about her weaknesses
Candidates spend a lot of time talking about their strengths, so one of the voters asked Harris about her weaknesses. 
"I am certainly not perfect, so let's start there," she said with a laugh. 
Harris said she surrounds herself with "very smart people" whom she pushes for answers on complicated topics. 
"I'm constantly saying, 'Let's kick the tires on that,'" she said. Harris said she's cautious because "my actions have a direct impact on real people in a very fundamental way."

It sounded like a classic politician dodge, like when a candidate says their biggest weakness is they care too much. But her answer hinted at real criticism that she's faced over the years. 
Sometimes Harris has been known to prepare to the point of paralysis, and she's sometimes unwilling to take risks. 
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            National security spokesman John Kirby says the U.S. believes that at least 3,000 North Korean soldiers traveled by ship to Russia in early to mid-October. Russia and North Korea have denied the troop movements but have boosted their cooperation.
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            A TV screen shows an image of soldiers believed to be from North Korea stand in line to receive supplies from Russia during a news program at Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            FILE - Soldiers march in a parade for the 70th anniversary of North Korea's founding day in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Sept. 9, 2018. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan, File)
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            FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un smile during their meeting at the Pyongyang Sunan International Airport outside Pyongyang, North Korea, on June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            FILE - South Korean mechanized unit personnel parade with their armored vehicles during the media day for the 76th anniversary of Armed Forces Day at Seoul air base in Seongnam, South Korea, on Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon, File)
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            A TV screen shows an image of soldiers believed to be from North Korea stand in line to receive supplies from Russia during a news program at Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            FILE - Soldiers march in a parade for the 70th anniversary of North Korea's founding day in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Sept. 9, 2018. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan, File)
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            FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un smile during their meeting at the Pyongyang Sunan International Airport outside Pyongyang, North Korea, on June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            FILE - South Korean mechanized unit personnel parade with their armored vehicles during the media day for the 76th anniversary of Armed Forces Day at Seoul air base in Seongnam, South Korea, on Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The U.S. said Wednesday that 3,000 North Korean troops have been deployed to Russia and are training at several locations, calling the move very serious and warning that those forces will be "fair game" if they go into combat in Ukraine.
The deployment raises the potential for the North Koreans to join Russian forces in Ukraine and suggests expanded military ties between the two nations as Moscow seeks weapons and troops to gain ground in a grinding war that has stalemated after more than two years.
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin called it a "next step" after the North has provided Russia with arms, and said Pyongyang could face consequences for aiding Russia directly. His comments were the first public U.S. confirmation of North Korea sending troops to Russia -- a development South Korean officials disclosed but was denied by Pyongyang and Moscow.

    


White House national security spokesman John Kirby said the U.S. believes that at least 3,000 North Korean soldiers traveled by ship to Vladivostok, Russia's largest Pacific port, in early to mid-October.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: US confirms North Korea has sent 3,000 troops to Russia for training and possible Ukraine combat
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Charles de Ledesma reports South Korea's spy chief says North Korea has sent over a thousand soldiers to Russia.

    

"These soldiers then traveled onward to multiple Russian military training sites in eastern Russia, where they are currently undergoing training," Kirby said. "We do not yet know whether these soldiers will enter into combat alongside the Russian military, but this is certainly a highly concerning probability." 




Kirby said they could go to western Russia and then engage in combat against Ukraine's forces, but both he and Austin said the U.S. continues to assess the situation.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Exactly what the North Korean troops are doing in Russia was "left to be seen," Austin told reporters in Rome. 
He added: "If they're co-belligerents, their intention is to participate in this war on Russia's behalf, that is a very, very serious issue, and it will have impacts not only in Europe, it will also impact things in the Indo-Pacific."

    


Kirby warned, however, that "I can tell you one thing, though, if they do deploy to fight against Ukraine, they're fair game." 
He said a key question is what North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un is getting out of this.
Russia and North Korea have sharply boosted their cooperation in the past two years, and in June they signed a major defense deal requiring both countries to use all available means to provide immediate military assistance if either is attacked. 
South Korean officials worry that Russia may reward North Korea by giving it sophisticated weapons technologies that could boost its nuclear and missile programs that target South Korea. South Korea said Tuesday it would consider supplying weapons to Ukraine in response to the reported troop dispatch. 
South Korea's spy chief had told lawmakers that 3,000 North Korean troops are now in Russia receiving training on drones and other equipment before being deployed to battlefields in Ukraine.
South Korean intelligence first publicized reports that the Russian navy had taken 1,500 North Korean special warfare troops to Russia this month, while Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has said his government had intelligence that 10,000 North Korea soldiers were being prepared to join the invading Russian forces.

    


On Wednesday, South Korean National Intelligence Service Director Cho Tae-yong told lawmakers that another 1,500 North Korean troops have entered Russia, according to lawmaker Park Sunwon, who attended Cho's closed-door briefing.
Cho told lawmakers his agency assessed that North Korea aims to deploy a total of 10,000 troops to Russia by December, Park told reporters.
Park cited Cho as saying the 3,000 North Korean soldiers sent to Russia have been split among multiple military bases. Cho told lawmakers that NIS believes they have yet to be deployed in battle, Park said.
Also speaking jointly about the briefing, lawmaker Lee Seong Kweun said the NIS found that the Russian military is teaching those North Korean soldiers how to use military equipment such as drones. 
Lee cited the NIS chief as saying Russian instructors have high opinions of the morale and physical strength of the North Korean soldiers but think they will eventually suffer heavy causalities because they lack an understanding of modern warfare. Lee, citing Cho, said Russia is recruiting a large number of interpreters. 

    


Lee said NIS has detected signs that North Korea is relocating family members of soldiers chosen to be sent to Russia to special sites to isolate them. The NIS chief told lawmakers that North Korea hasn't disclosed its troop dispatch to its own people.
NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte on Tuesday said North Korea sending troops to Ukraine would mark a "significant escalation," and said he asked South Korea's president to send experts to Brussels next week to brief the military alliance.
Ukraine's Military Intelligence Directorate head, Kyrylo Budanov, told the online military news outlet The War Zone on Tuesday that North Korean troops were to arrive to Russia's Kursk region on Wednesday to help Russian troops fighting off a Ukrainian incursion.

    


Last week, South Korea's spy agency said North Korea had sent more than 13,000 containers of artillery, missiles and other conventional arms to Russia since August 2023 to replenish its dwindling weapons stockpiles.
Reports that the North is sending troops to Russia stoked security jitters in South Korea. It has shipped humanitarian and financial support to Ukraine, but it has so far avoided directly supplying arms in line with its policy of not supplying weapons to countries actively engaged in conflicts.
North Korea has 1.2 million troops, one of the largest standing armies in the world, but it hasn't fought in large-scale conflicts since the 1950-53 Korean War. Experts question how much North Korean troops would help Russia, citing a shortage of battle experiences. 
Experts say North Korea wants Russia's economic support and its help to modernize the North's outdated conventional weapons systems as well as its high-tech weapons technology transfers. 
____

Hyung-Jin Kim reported from Seoul. Associated Press writers Kim Tong-hyung in Seoul, Illia Novikov and Hanna Arhirova in Kyiv, Ukraine, Danica Kirka in London and Jari Tanner in Helsinki contributed to this report.
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            E. coli food poisoning linked to McDonald's Quarter Pounder hamburgers has sickened at least 49 people in 10 states, including one person who died and 10 who were hospitalized, federal health officials said.
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            A McDonald's Quarter Pounder hamburger and fries are shown in this photograph, in New York's Times Square, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)
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            The electronic menu order board still displays Quarter Pounder hamburgers but with a prompt to tell consumers they will be available soon at a McDonald's drive-thru Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Littleton, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            Pictured is a McDonald's Quarter Pounder sandwich box purchased Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 6 | 
            A McDonald's Quarter Pounder hamburger is shown in this photograph, in New York's Times Square, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)
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            FILE - A sign at a McDonald's restaurant is displayed on April 29, 2024, in Albany, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane, File)
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                                        A food poisoning outbreak tied to McDonald's Quarter Pounders was caused by a common type of E. coli bacteria that can cause serious illness and death.
Particularly vulnerable are young children, older people or those with weakened immune systems.
About 50 people have fallen ill in the McDonald's outbreak, and one has died, with ages ranging from 13 to 88, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
A preliminary investigation suggests raw slivered onions served on Quarter Pounders are a likely source of the outbreak.
Here's what to know about the dangerous germ: 
What is E. coli? 
E. coli is a type of bacteria found in the environment, including water, food and in the intestines of people and animals. There are many kinds of harmless E. coli, but a few types can make people seriously ill. The McDonald's outbreak is caused by E. coli O157:H7, which produces a toxin that causes dangerous diarrhea and can lead to kidney failure and other serious problems, according to the CDC.

    


How is it spread? 
People can get sick from E. coli poisoning when they consume contaminated foods or through contact with animals, the environment or other people who are infected. Health officials initially focused on fresh slivered onions and beef patties as the possible sources of the McDonald's outbreak. But the beef patties are an unlikely source because of federal requirements for testing meat and McDonald's protocols that call for cooking it to a temperature that kills the bacteria. The onions are served raw.




What are the symptoms of E. coli poisoning? 
Symptoms occur quickly, within a day or two of eating contaminated food, and typically include fever, vomiting, diarrhea or bloody diarrhea and signs of dehydration -- little or no peeing, increased thirst and dizziness. The infection can cause a type of serious kidney injury, especially in kids younger than 5. E. coli poisoning in young children requires immediate medical attention. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
How often does E. coli make people sick? 

The type of bacteria implicated in this outbreak causes about 74,000 infections in the U.S. annually, leading to more than 2,000 hospitalizations and 61 deaths each year, according to the CDC. In general, E. coli infections were lower in 2023 than in recent years and cases of severe kidney injury caused by the bacteria remained stable, according to latest federal data.

    


What other germs can cause food poisoning? 
Food poisoning sickens at least 48 million people in the U.S. each year, including 128,000 who are hospitalized and 3,000 who die. E. coli poisoning is only one cause of such infections. Other germs can make people sick, too. The most common is norovirus, a group of viruses that cause between 19 million and 21 million cases of food poisoning in the U.S. each year, according to the CDC. Salmonella bacteria in food sickens about 1.3 million people. Listeria bacteria cause fewer illnesses, about 1,600 each year, but are responsible for about 260 deaths. 
___
This story has been updated to correct that norovirus is a group of viruses, not bacteria.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Ron Ely, TV's 'Tarzan' in the 1960s, dies at 86
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                    FILE - Former "Tarzan" actor Ron Ely during an interview in Los Angeles on Dec. 28, 1987. Ely, the tall, musclebound actor who played the title character in the 1960s NBC series "Tarzan," died Sept. 29, 2024 at age 86. (AP Photo/Reed Saxon, File)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Ron Ely, the tall, musclebound actor who played the title character in the 1960s NBC series "Tarzan," has died at age 86. 
Ely's daughter, Kirsten Casale Ely, told The Associated Press on Wednesday that her father died Sept. 29 at his home in Los Alamos, California, an unincorporated community in Santa Barbara County. 
While Ron Ely was not quite as well-known as Johnny Weismuller, the Olympic swimmer who played Tarzan in movies in the 1930s and 1940s, Ely helped form the image of the shirtless, loincloth-wearing character further immortalized by Disney.
"He was an actor, writer, coach, mentor, family man and leader," Kirsten Ely said in an Instagram post. "He created a powerful wave of positive influence wherever he went. The impact he had on others is something that I have never witnessed in any other person - there was something truly magical about him." 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Ron Ely, TV's 'Tarzan' in the 1960s, dies at 86
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Margie Szaroleta reports on the death of actor Ron Ely of the 1960s TV series "Tarzan." Ely was 86.

    


    


In 2019, he tragically returned to the news when his 62-year-old wife, Valerie Lundeen Ely, was stabbed to death at their Santa Barbara, California, home by their 30-year-old son, Cameron Ely, who was subsequently shot and killed by police. Ron Ely, who was home during the stabbing, challenged the prosecutor's report that his son's shooting was justified.




"If he didn't have a gun or he didn't have a weapon, what was the basis of shooting him?" Ely's attorney John Burris said in 2020. "They may have very well thought he was involved in some other activity involving the mom. But that's not a basis to shoot and kill him. You have to have a lawful basis to do that."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In the early 1980s, Ely was host of the Miss America pageant and met Valerie, a Miss Florida, there. They married in 1984. The couple had three children, and Ely retired from acting to focus on his family in 2001.
"Late in life I had a young family. I decided to stop acting and work at home, as an author, that way I could be with the kids all through school and be able to attend their sports games and things," he told London's Daily Express in 2013, expressing interest in the time at reentering acting. He would return briefly in the 2014 TV movie "Expecting Amish."

    


Ely's Tarzan didn't speak in the monosyllabic grunts often associated with the character, originally created by novelist Edgar Rice Burroughs. He was instead an educated bachelor who had grown sick of civilization and had returned to African jungle where he was raised.
Ely said in interviews that he did his own stunts on the show, working directly and precariously with the tigers, chimpanzees and other wild animals that were Tarzan's friends and servants.
"They first tried to cast a former American football player called Mike Henry but he didn't like chimpanzees and from the moment he got on set, things went south in a hurry," Ely told London's Daily Express in 2013.
A chimp attacked Henry and injured his jaw when the show's pilot was being filmed, and Ely was cast in his place at the last moment.
"I met with them on a Monday and when they offered me the role I thought: 'No way do I want to step into that bear trap. You do Tarzan and you are stamped for life'," Ely told the Daily Express. "Was I ever right! But my agent convinced me it was a quality show and was going to work. So on the Friday I was on a plane to Brazil to shoot the first episode."


    


Ely also played the title character in the 1975 action film "Doc Savage: The Man of Bronze," but otherwise had mostly small roles in TV and films, including the 1958 movie musical "South Pacific."
He also wrote a pair of mystery novels featuring a detective named Jake Sands, 1994's "Night Shadows" and 1995's "East Beach."
Born in Hereford, Texas, and raised in Amarillo, he married his high school sweetheart in 1959, but divorced two years later.
Along with Kirsten Casale Ely, he is survived by daughter Kaitland Ely Sweet. 
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Israeli strikes pound Lebanese coastal city after residents evacuate
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            Large blasts were seen in southern Beirut Wednesday evening, as Israel continued its bombardment of the Lebanese capital. (AP Video: Zakaria El Khatib)
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            Israeli jets struck multiple buildings in the Lebanese coastal city of Tyre, sending large clouds of black smoke into the air. (AP Video: Mohammad Zaatari)
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            Flame and smoke rise from buildings hit by Israeli airstrikes on Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Flame and smoke rises from buildings hit by Israeli airstrikes on Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Smoke rises from buildings hit in an Israeli airstrike in Tyre, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammad Zaatari)
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            A woman looks on through her hair salon which was destroyed after Israeli airstrikes hit several buildings in Tyre, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            A man searches through the rubble of a destroyed building hit by an Israeli airstrike in Tyre, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            People observe buildings destroyed by Israeli airstrikes, in Tyre, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Senior Hezbollah leader Hashem Safieddine attends a funeral in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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                                    Large blasts were seen in southern Beirut Wednesday evening, as Israel continued its bombardment of the Lebanese capital. (AP Video: Zakaria El Khatib)
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                                    Israeli jets struck multiple buildings in the Lebanese coastal city of Tyre, sending large clouds of black smoke into the air. (AP Video: Mohammad Zaatari)
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            Smoke rises from buildings hit in an Israeli airstrike in Tyre, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammad Zaatari)
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            A woman looks on through her hair salon which was destroyed after Israeli airstrikes hit several buildings in Tyre, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 14

                                    
                                    A woman looks on through her hair salon which was destroyed after Israeli airstrikes hit several buildings in Tyre, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 14 | 
            A man searches through the rubble of a destroyed building hit by an Israeli airstrike in Tyre, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Smoke rises from buildings hit in an Israeli airstrike in Tyre, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammad Zaatari)
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                                        TYRE, Lebanon (AP) -- Israeli jets struck multiple buildings in Lebanon's southern coastal city of Tyre on Wednesday, sending up large clouds of black smoke, while Hezbollah confirmed that a top official widely expected to be the militant group's next leader had been killed in an Israeli strike.
Lebanon's state-run National News Agency reported that an Israeli strike on the nearby town of Maarakeh killed three people. There were no reports of casualties in Tyre, where the Israeli military had issued evacuation warnings prior to the strikes.
Hezbollah meanwhile fired more rockets into Israel, including two that set off air raid sirens in Tel Aviv before being intercepted. A cloud of smoke could be seen in the sky from the hotel where U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken was staying on his latest visit to the region to try to renew cease-fire talks.

    


On Wednesday night, the Israeli military said another four "projectiles" crossed from Lebanon into Israel, with two intercepted and one falling in open land. There were no immediate reports of injuries, the military said.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Israeli strikes pound Lebanese coastal city after residents evacuate
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Charles de Ledesma reports on a sanctuary for displaced Lebanese inside Beirut.

    

Hezbollah confirmed that top official Hashem Safieddine had been killed in an announcement one day after Israel said it had killed him in a strike earlier this month in Beirut's southern suburbs. 




Safieddine, a powerful cleric within the party ranks, had been expected to succeed Hassan Nasrallah, one of the group's founders, who was killed in an Israeli airstrike last month.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Hezbollah said Safieddine had "joined his brother, our most noble and precious martyr," Nasrallah. 
The militant group began firing rockets, missiles and drones into Israel, drawing retaliatory airstrikes, after Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023, attack from Gaza triggered the war there. All-out war erupted in Lebanon last month, and Israeli strikes killed Nasrallah and most of his senior commanders. Israeli ground forces invaded southern Lebanon at the beginning of October.

    


Tyre, a provincial capital, had largely been spared, but strikes in and around the city have intensified recently.
The 2,500-year-old city, about 80 kilometers (50 miles) south of Beirut, is known for its pristine beaches, ancient harbor and imposing Roman ruins and hippodrome, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. It is among Lebanon's largest cities and a vibrant metropolis popular with tourists.
The buildings struck Wednesday were between several heritage sites, including the hippodrome and a cluster of seaside sites associated with the ancient Phoenicians and the Crusaders.
The Israeli military issued evacuation warnings a couple of hours before the strikes for dozens of buildings in the heart of the city. It told residents to move north of the Awali River, dozens of kilometers (miles) to the north.
Avichay Adraee, an Israeli military spokesman, said on the platform X there were Hezbollah assets in the area, without elaborating or providing evidence.
The Shiite Muslim Hezbollah has a strong presence in the city, and its legislators are members of the group or its allies. But Tyre is also home to civilians with no ties to the group, including a sizable Christian community.

    


Civil Defense first responders warned residents through loudspeakers to evacuate and helped older adults and others who had difficulty leaving. Ali Safieddine, the head of the Civil Defense, told The Associated Press there were no casualties.
Dr. Wissam Ghazal, a health official in Tyre, said the strikes hit six buildings, flattening four of them, around 2 1/2 hours after the evacuation warnings. People displaced by the strikes could be seen in parks and sitting on the sides of nearby roads.
The head of Tyre's disaster management unit, Mortada Mhanna, told the AP that although many had fled, thousands of residents and others displaced from other areas remain. Many people, including hundreds of families, previously had fled villages in South Lebanon to seek refuge in shelters in Tyre.
An estimated 15,000 people remain in the city out of a pre-war population of about 100,000, Mhanna said. 
On Wednesday night the pan-Arab TV channel Al-Mayadeen, which is politically allied with Hezbollah, said the Israeli military struck its office building on the outskirts of Beirut's southern suburbs. 

    


"Al-Mayadeen holds the Israeli occupation accountable for the attack on a known media office for a known media outlet," the TV station said. It added that the office had been evacuated. The Israeli army did not issue a warning prior to the strike.
On Nov. 21, an Israeli strike in southern Lebanon killed two Al-Mayadeen journalists reporting on military activity along the border with Israel.
Lebanon's Health Ministry said 28 people were killed and 139 wounded over the past 24 hours, raising the death toll since the conflict began last year to 2,574, with 12,001 people wounded. The fighting has driven 1.2 million people from their homes, including more than 400,000 children, according to the U.N. children's agency.

    


On Wednesday, rescuers recovered the bodies of a mother and her 7-year-old child two days after an Israeli airstrike on Monday hit a densely populated slum near Beirut's main public hospital, Saad al-Ahmar, the commander of the Civil Defense's southern district fire and rescue unit, told The Associated Press.
Monday's strike killed at least 18 people, including four children, and wounded over 60 others, the Health Ministry said. It also damaged the nearby Rafik Hariri University Hospital, Beirut's primary public medical facility.
The Israeli military said it had targeted a Hezbollah site, without providing further details, and stated the hospital itself was not the intended target.
On the Israeli side, Hezbollah attacks have killed around 60 people, half of them soldiers. Near-daily rocket barrages have emptied communities across northern Israel, displacing some 60,000 people. In recent weeks Hezbollah has extended its range, launching scores of rockets daily and regularly targeting the northern Israeli city of Haifa. Most are intercepted or fall in open areas.
In Gaza, the Israeli military has pressed ahead with a major operation in the northern part of the territory, where the United Nations' humanitarian office has said Israel has severely restricted aid deliveries. During his visit to the region, Blinken reiterated a warning that hindering aid could force the U.S. to scale back crucial military support for Israel. 
Israel's army said it had arrested about 150 suspected Palestinian militants, while about 20,000 people left Jabaliya, a refugee camp that has turned into a densely built neighborhood over the decades. The military released drone footage showing thousands of people walking past bombed buildings. Over the past few days, several Palestinians said the Israeli military forced them to leave.
The U.N. estimates 60,000 people have fled the far north of Gaza southwards over more than a two-week period.
A Palestinian resident of Beit Lahiya, near Jabaliya, told the AP that Israel's military has rounded up hundreds of men in northern Gaza, separating them as families try to flee the area.
Hisham Abu Zaqout, a father of four, said he was held for at least three hours along with dozens of men in a school near a hospital.

The Israeli army says it is trying to uproot Hamas militants from Jabaliya, as well other parts of northern Gaza, issuing mass evacuation orders there earlier this month. Jabaliya has been the scene of on-and-off fighting between Israeli troops and Hamas militants for months, leaving parts of it destroyed.
___
Chehayeb reported from Beirut. Sally Abou AlJoud in Beirut and Jack Jeffery in Ramallah, West Bank, contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's war coverage at  https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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Quarter Pounders are off the menu at 20% of McDonald's in US as E. coli cases are investigated
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            E. coli food poisoning linked to McDonald's Quarter Pounder hamburgers has sickened at least 49 people in 10 states, including one person who died and 10 who were hospitalized, federal health officials said.
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            McDonald's worked Wednesday to reassure customers that its U.S. restaurants are safe as federal investigators tried to pinpoint the cause of a deadly E. coli outbreak linked to the fast food giant's Quarter Pounder hamburgers. (AP video by Thomas Peipert)
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            A McDonald's Quarter Pounder hamburger is shown in this photograph, in New York's Times Square, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)
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            FILE - A sign at a McDonald's restaurant is displayed on April 29, 2024, in Albany, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane, File)
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            The electronic menu order board still displays Quarter Pounder hamburgers but with a prompt to tell consumers they will be available soon at a McDonald's drive-thru Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Littleton, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            Pictured is a McDonald's drive through selection kiosk Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Pictured is a McDonald's Quarter Pounder sandwich box purchased Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            A McDonald's pick-up window in Chicago, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            A McDonald's Quarter Pounder sandwich purchased, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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                                    E. coli food poisoning linked to McDonald's Quarter Pounder hamburgers has sickened at least 49 people in 10 states, including one person who died and 10 who were hospitalized, federal health officials said.
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                                    McDonald's worked Wednesday to reassure customers that its U.S. restaurants are safe as federal investigators tried to pinpoint the cause of a deadly E. coli outbreak linked to the fast food giant's Quarter Pounder hamburgers. (AP video by Thomas Peipert)
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            A McDonald's Quarter Pounder hamburger is shown in this photograph, in New York's Times Square, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)
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            FILE - A sign at a McDonald's restaurant is displayed on April 29, 2024, in Albany, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane, File)
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            The electronic menu order board still displays Quarter Pounder hamburgers but with a prompt to tell consumers they will be available soon at a McDonald's drive-thru Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Littleton, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            Pictured is a McDonald's drive through selection kiosk Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Pictured is a McDonald's Quarter Pounder sandwich box purchased Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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                                        McDonald's worked Wednesday to reassure customers that its U.S. restaurants are safe as federal investigators tried to pinpoint the cause of a deadly E. coli outbreak linked to the fast-food giant's Quarter Pounder hamburgers.
McDonald's pulled Quarter Pounders from one-fifth of its U.S. stores Tuesday as a result of the outbreak, which the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said had sickened at least 49 people in 10 states. One person died and 10 were hospitalized, according to the CDC.
A preliminary investigation by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration suggested fresh slivered onions that are served raw on Quarter Pounder hamburgers were a likely source of the contamination. McDonald's also serves raw, slivered onions on one of its breakfast sandwiches, but that sandwich isn't available at the impacted stores. Other burgers, like the Big Mac, use diced, cooked onions.

    


McDonald's said it was searching for a new regional supplier for fresh onions. In the meantime, Quarter Pounders were removed from menus in Colorado, Kansas, Utah, Wyoming, and portions of Idaho, Iowa, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, and Oklahoma.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: McDonald's tries to reassure customers after deadly E. coli outbreak
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Julie Walker reports on the link between McDonald's Quarter Pounders and a deadly E. coli outbreak.

    





Adriean Madden pulled up outside a McDonald's outside Denver on Wednesday for his usual afternoon snack but then decided against it. He said he was unsure how E. coli spreads or contaminates other foods, and he thinks McDonald's should be more forthcoming.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"This affects my decision with coming to McDonald's in the future," Madden said. "I feel like the information isn't as widely spread. I didn't see any notices on the door, and then I saw vehicles going through the drive through just as if nothing was going on."
Colorado has had the most reported cases of any state so far, and it's where the one death involving an older adult occurred. 
McDonald's said it has worked closely with federal food safety regulators since late last week, when it was alerted to the potential outbreak. The company said the scope of the problem and the popularity of its products have complicated efforts to identify the contamination source.

    


McDonald's has more than 14,000 U.S. stores and serves 1 million Quarter Pounders every two weeks in the affected 12-state area. 
McDonald's is known for its stringent food safety guidelines and protocols, said Chris Gaulke, a professor of food and beverage management at Cornell University's Nolan School of Hotel Administration. The company said Wednesday that the supplier regularly tested its onions for E. coli, for example.
"Given the volume of food that they go through, how infrequently this happens to McDonald's is a testament to the effort that they take," Gaulke said.
But some experts questioned why McDonald's simply stopped selling one sandwich and didn't close restaurants for further investigation.
"Good practice would have been to close all the restaurants," said Bill Marler, a Seattle lawyer who has sued companies over food poisoning outbreaks. "Until we know definitively what the product was that made people sick, consumers should be aware."

    


Marler said cross-contamination remains a potential possibility at the affected restaurants until they are thoroughly cleaned.
Asked why it didn't close any restaurants, McDonald's said nothing in the government's investigation indicated there were issues with its food preparation practices. In an interview on the "Today" show Wednesday, McDonald's U.S. President Joe Erlinger also said it's likely that whatever product was contaminated has already passed through the company's supply chain.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reported the outbreak late Tuesday. It said infections were reported between Sept. 27 and Oct. 11 in Colorado, Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Oregon, Utah, Wisconsin and Wyoming.
State and local public health officials were interviewing people about the foods they ate in the week before they got sick. Of the 18 people interviewed as of Tuesday, all reported eating at McDonald's, and 16 people reported eating a beef hamburger. Twelve reported eating a Quarter Pounder.

    


McDonald's said it's unlikely the beef in the Quarter Pounder was the source, since it comes from multiple suppliers and is cooked at a high enough temperature to kill E. coli.
McDonald's said its initial findings suggest that some of the reported illnesses were linked to onions from a single supplier, which the company didn't name. McDonald's said the onions are cleaned and sliced by the supplier and then packaged for use on individual Quarter Pounders. 
The incubation period for E. coli is only a couple of days, so illness would be quickly apparent to anyone affected, said Donald Schaffner, a food safety expert at Rutgers University. "If you ate these burgers in September and now it's the middle of October and you didn't get sick, you're probably OK," he said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    

    


E. coli bacteria are harbored in the guts of animals and found in the environment. Infections can cause severe illness, including fever, stomach cramps and bloody diarrhea. People who develop symptoms of E. coli poisoning should seek health care immediately and tell the provider what they ate.
The type of bacteria implicated in the McDonald's case causes about 74,000 infections in the U.S. annually, leading to more than 2,000 hospitalizations and 61 deaths each year, according to the CDC. In general, E. coli infections were lower in 2023 than in recent years and cases of severe kidney injury caused by the bacteria remained stable, according to latest federal data.
Outbreaks at restaurant chains are rare, but they do happen. 
In 2020, Chipotle agreed to pay a record $25 million fine to resolve criminal charges that it served tainted food that sickened more than 1,100 people with E. coli between 2015 and 2018. In that case, poor safety practices, such as not keeping food at proper temperatures to prevent pathogen growth, were to blame.
In 2006, Taco Bell ordered the removal of green onions from its restaurants nationwide after samples taken by investigators appeared to contain a harsh strain of E. coli. The outbreak sickened at least 71 people.

"The worst thing you can have at a restaurant is a food safety problem. It's the equivalent of an airline losing the plane," said Aaron Allen, a restaurant consultant and founder of Aaron Allen and Associates.
But Allen said McDonald's has enough experience and safety protocols in place that it won't suffer long-term damage from the outbreak.
"No one would be better equipped to mitigate and respond to this than McDonald's," he said. 
McDonald's shares fell 5% Wednesday.
___
AP Health Writer JoNel Aleccia in Temecula, California, and AP Video Journalist Thomas Peipert in Edgewater, Colorado, contributed to this story.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/mcdonalds-e-coli-outbreak-sick-onions-d4a37726f2669016decedcf9f928a9d9



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



North Carolina government calculates Hurricane Helene damages, needs at least $53B

    North Carolina government calculates Hurricane Helene damages, needs at least $53B

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper unveils a report about damages caused by Hurricane Helene and his $3.9 billion request to the General Assembly for recovery initiatives during a press conference at the Albemarle Building in Raleigh, N.C., Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gary D. Robertson)
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            Homes lie in a debris field in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024, in Pensacola, N.C. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            FILE - Homes and vehicles that were damaged in a flood from Hurricane Helene sit on the side of a road near the Swannanoa River, Oct. 1, 2024, in Swannanoa, N.C. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- The catastrophic flooding and destruction caused by Hurricane Helene in western North Carolina likely caused at least a record $53 billion in damages and recovery needs, Gov. Roy Cooper's administration said Wednesday. 
The state budget office generated the preliminary figure for direct or indirect damages and potential investments to prevent similar destruction in future storms. 
Cooper told reporters the state's previous record for storm damage was $17 billion from Hurricane Florence, which struck eastern North Carolina in 2018.
"It is no exaggeration to describe Helene as the deadliest and most damaging storm ever to hit North Carolina," Cooper said while unveiling his request to the General Assembly for $3.9 billion to help pay for repairs and revitalization. He called it a "down payment on western North Carolina's future." 

    


North Carolina state officials have reported 96 deaths from Helene, which brought historic levels of rain and flooding to the mountains in late September. 
The storm and its aftermath caused 1,400 landslides and damaged over 160 water and sewer systems, at least 6,000 miles (9,650 kilometers) of roads, more than 1,000 bridges and culverts and an estimated 126,000 homes, the budget office said. Some 220,000 households are expected to apply for federal assistance.




"This jaw-dropping damage figure reminds us that we are very much on the front end of this recovery effort," the Democratic governor said. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The report with Cooper's spending request was released the day before the Republican-controlled legislature planned to meet for a one-day session to advance additional Helene recovery legislation. 
Lawmakers unanimously approved two weeks ago a $273 million package that also included language to provide flexibility to state agencies, displaced residents and officials running elections in 25 western counties. Thirty-nine of the state's 100 counties are within the federally declared disaster area.

    


State government coffers include several billon dollars that can be accessed for future recovery spending. Almost $4.5 billion is in the state's savings reserve alone.
Legislative leaders had not disclosed as of late Wednesday afternoon specifics about what they would attempt to pass Thursday. Lawmakers were still reviewing Cooper's request that they received Tuesday, according to Lauren Horsch, a spokesperson for Senate leader Phil Berger. Any legislation is unlikely to be the full package presented by Cooper and State Budget Director Kristin Walker. After Thursday, legislators are expected to return to Raleigh on Nov. 19.
The damage report projects $48.8 billion in direct or indirect damages, along with $4.8 billion of anticipated mitigation expenses. The budget office estimates the federal government will cover $13.6 billion, with private and other sources covering $6.3 billion. 
Most of the losses won't ever be recovered, Walker said. 
The private-source share of expenses likely will be relatively low because so few homeowners and farmers in the disaster areas had flood or crop insurance. Close to 93% of homes with flood damage verified by the Federal Emergency Management Agency lacked flood insurance, the report said. 

    


Cooper's request includes $475 million for a two-phase recovery program for businesses in the hardest-hit areas, with grants from $1,500 to $50,000 in the first phase and up to $75,000 in the second phase. 
Other highlights include $289 million in matching funds to access federal money to repair utilities and debris removal; $225 million for grants to farmers for uninsured losses; and $100 million for public school and community college capital needs. 
Cooper also wants $325 million to help homeowners and renters with rebuilding and minor repairs immediately while a larger program dependent on federal funds is implemented. It took nearly two years for Washington to send community development block grant funding for home repairs after Florence and Hurricane Matthew in 2016, the report said. 
Wednesday's request also seeks $175 million to cover remaining Matthew and Florence home repairs being made through the block grant program. Cooper's administration attributes the shortfall to rising construction costs, labor shortages, the COVID-19 pandemic and a congressional appropriation that was roughly half of what the state requested. 


    


The fiscal gap prompted Berger and another leading Senate Republican to put out a news release Wednesday criticizing the $175 million request and its timing, calling them yet another sign of poor management by the state Office of Recovery and Resiliency. The senators said an oversight committee would investigate the matter next month. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/north-carolina-hurricane-helene-damage-estimate-1c32acaf158bf17eae815926ea682c0e



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Middle East latest: Sirens sound across Tel Aviv as projectiles are intercepted near Blinken's hotel

    Middle East latest: Sirens sound across Tel Aviv as projectiles are intercepted near Blinken's hotel

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 10 | 
            Flame and smoke rises from buildings hit by Israeli airstrikes on Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, meets Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Wednesday Oct. 23, 2024. (Nathan Howard/Pool via AP)
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            Flame and smoke rises from buildings hit by Israeli airstrikes on Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Flames and smoke rises from buildings hit by Israeli airstrikes on Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Flame and smoke rise from buildings hit by Israeli airstrikes on Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A man searches through the rubble of a destroyed building hit by an Israeli airstrike in Tyre, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Smoke rises from buildings hit in an Israeli airstrike in Tyre, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammad Zaatari)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 10 | 
            Israel's Iron Dome anti-missile system fires to intercept as air raid sirens sound in Tel Aviv, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Nathan Howard/Pool Photo via AP)
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            FILE - Senior Hezbollah leader Hashem Safieddine speaks during a news conference in the southern Beirut suburb of Dahiyeh, Lebanon, on Jan. 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein, File)
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken waves as he departs for Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, from Ben Gurion International Airport in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Nathan Howard/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Flame and smoke rises from buildings hit by Israeli airstrikes on Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, meets Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Wednesday Oct. 23, 2024. (Nathan Howard/Pool via AP)
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            Flame and smoke rise from buildings hit by Israeli airstrikes on Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A man searches through the rubble of a destroyed building hit by an Israeli airstrike in Tyre, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Smoke rises from buildings hit in an Israeli airstrike in Tyre, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammad Zaatari)
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                                    Smoke rises from buildings hit in an Israeli airstrike in Tyre, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammad Zaatari)
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            Israel's Iron Dome anti-missile system fires to intercept as air raid sirens sound in Tel Aviv, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Nathan Howard/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                        Air raid sirens echoed across Tel Aviv on Wednesday as United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken prepared to end a visit. Smoke, apparently from an intercepted projectile, could be seen in the sky above the hotel where Blinken was staying.
Blinken urged Israel to use its recent tactical victories against Hamas to seek a war-ending deal and bring back dozens of hostages, before leaving Wednesday for Saudi Arabia as part of his 11th visit to the region since the start of the Israel-Hamas war. 
Both sides appear to be dug in. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has pledged to annihilate Hamas and recover dozens of hostages held by the group. Hamas says it will only release the captives in return for a lasting cease-fire, a full Israeli withdrawal from Gaza and the release of Palestinian prisoners.
The war began after Hamas-led militants on Oct. 7, 2023, blew holes in Israel's security fence and stormed in, killing some 1,200 people -- mostly civilians -- and abducting 250 others. Israel's offensive in Gaza has killed over 42,000 Palestinians, according to local health authorities, who do not differentiate between militants and civilians. The war has destroyed large areas of Gaza and displaced about 90% of its population of 2.3 million people.

    


On Wednesday, the World Health Organization postponed the third phase of a polio vaccine campaign in the besieged Gaza Strip, saying current conditions made it "impossible for families to safely bring their children for vaccination."
Here's the latest:

    


UNDP says Lebanon's economy could shrink by 9.2% if Israeli offensive continues until year's end
UNITED NATIONS - Lebanon's economy could shrink by as much as 9.2% if the Israeli offensive against Hezbollah continues until the end of the year, the U.N. Development Program says.
In a rapid appraisal of Lebanon's economy released Wednesday, the UNDP said a major decline this year would come on top of a 28% contraction between 2018 and 2022 and would wipe out gains in economic stability achieved last year.
UNDP warns that the economic impact of the current conflict is expected to be greater than in the 34-day war between Israel and Hezbollah in 2006 when GDP dropped between 8% and 10%. The New York-based U.N. agency pointed to the scale of current fighting, the geopolitical context, the humanitarian impact and the economic fallout.
"The impacts of the conflict on the economy and longer-term development in Lebanon are potentially very serious," UNDP Administrator Achim Steiner said in a statement. "Lebanon now needs committed support from the international community, and the assistance must include both immediate humanitarian aid and more comprehensive support to social, economic and institutional stability."

    


UN envoy for Syria warns that regional spillover of conflicts 'could get much worse'
UNITED NATIONS - The U.N. envoy for Syria warned Wednesday that the regional spillover of the conflicts in the Gaza Strip and Lebanon "could get much worse."
Geir Pedersen warned the U.N. Security Council that "heat" from "the fires of conflict" raging in the Palestinian territories and Lebanon is being felt in Syria - and a spillover to Syria could have "serious implications" for international peace and security.
In an unusually strong statement, Pedersen urged the U.N.'s most powerful body to pay serious attention to a possible spillover.
Pedersen said hundreds of thousands of Lebanese and Syrians living in Lebanon have fled escalating Israeli attacks and airstrikes and gone to neighboring Syria.
The Syrian government has reported more than 116 Israeli attacks on its territory, resulting in more than 100 deaths since the war between Hamas and Israel began more than a year ago, Pederson said.
Pedersen said Israeli strikes on the road between the Lebanese capital of Beirut and the Syrian capital of Damascus have hindered fleeing civilians and "strangled a critical commercial artery between the two countries." He said commercial traffic has decreased and gas prices in Syria have doubled.
"We are seeing all the ingredients for a military, humanitarian and economic storm breaking on an already devastated Syria," said Pedersen.

    


1 killed in Israeli airstrike that targeted Al-Mayadeen TV office
BEIRUT -- An Israeli airstrike targeting an office belonging to a Beirut-based TV station killed one person, Lebanon's Health Ministry says.
The ministry said five other people, including a child, were wounded in Wednesday's strike. The child was seriously injured and admitted to the hospital.
Pan-Arab TV channel Al-Mayadeen, which is politically allied with the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah, said its office in the area between Jnah and Ouzai on the outskirts of Beirut's southern suburbs was targeted.
"Al-Mayadeen holds the Israeli occupation accountable for the attack on a known media office for a known media outlet," Al-Mayadeen TV said.
The name of the person killed is unknown.
Al Mayadeen said that the office had been evacuated. The Israeli army did not issue a warning before the strike.
On Nov. 21, an Israeli strike in southern Lebanon killed two Al-Mayadeen journalists who were reporting on military activity along the border with Israel.
The health ministry also reported that 16 people were wounded in Israeli strikes on Tyre city and its surroundings. Twenty-four other people were wounded in an Israeli strike on Nahle-Baalbeck road in the Bekaa Valley.

    


UN reports death, injury and destrustruction in northern Gaza
UNITED NATIONS - U.N. humanitarian officials are reporting "harrowing levels of death, injury and destruction" in northern Gaza as Israel wages another major operation there.
Two water stations can't operate because of a lack of fuel and Israeli authorities are denying fuel deliveries, U.N. deputy spokesman Farhan Haq said Wednesday. 
"Civilians are trapped under rubble," he said. "The sick and wounded are going without life-saving health care. Families lack food. Their homes have been destroyed. They have no shelter. And nowhere is safe."
Israel has ordered the full evacuation of northern Gaza, including Gaza City. An estimated 400,000 people remain in the north after a mass evacuation ordered in the war's opening weeks.
The U.N. World Food Program got one convoy into Gaza City on Oct. 15, Haq said. The program also reported very limited humanitarian supplies entering the south.
Haq said the World Food Program is warning that September and October have seen some of the lowest levels of humanitarian aid entering Gaza since late 2023 as well as a drastic reduction in commercial cargo.
So far this month "only 20% of the agency's operational food needs have entered Gaza," he said.
Israeli strike hits Al-Mayadeen TV office
BEIRUT -- Israel's military carried out a strike on an office belonging to a Beirut-based TV station.
Pan-Arab TV channel Al-Mayadeen, which is politically allied with the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah, said its office in the area between Jnah and Ouzai on the outskirts of Beirut's southern suburbs was hit.
"Al-Mayadeen holds the Israeli occupation accountable for the attack on a known media office for a known media outlet," Al-Mayadeen TV said.
It added that the office had been evacuated. The Israeli army did not issue a warning before the strike.
On Nov. 21, an Israeli strike in southern Lebanon killed two Al-Mayadeen journalists who were reporting on military activity along the border with Israel.
28 people killed in Lebanon in 24 hours, Health Ministry says
BEIRUT -- Lebanon's Health Ministry says 28 people were killed and 139 wounded in the past 24 hours, raising the total toll over the past year of conflict between Israel and Hezbollah to 2,574 killed and 12,001 wounded.
Lebanon's crisis response unit recorded 74 airstrikes and shelling bombardments in the past day, mostly concentrated in southern Lebanon and the Nabatiyeh province.
Some 1,097 centers are sheltering 191,503 people, including 44,247 families, displaced by the Israeli offensive in Lebanon, the report said. Among these shelters, 922 are full. 
The fighting in Lebanon has driven 1.2 million people from their homes, including more than 400,000 children, according to the U.N. children's agency.
Bodies of mom and child recovered after Israeli strike near Beirut hospital
BEIRUT -- Rescuers have recovered the bodies of a woman and her 7-year-old child two days after an Israeli airstrike hit a densely populated slum near Beirut's main public hospital, an official says.
The strike killed at least 18 people, including four children, and wounded over 60 others, according to Lebanon's Health Ministry. It also damaged Rafik Hariri University Hospital, Beirut's primary public medical facility.
Saad al-Ahmar, the commander of the Lebanese Civil Defense's southern district fire and rescue unit, told The Associated Press that the mother and child were from the Mokdad family, seven of whom were killed in Monday's attack. He also noted that four to five Syrians and one Sudanese individual remain unaccounted for.
The Israeli military claimed it targeted a Hezbollah site, without providing further details, and stated that the hospital was not the intended target.
Hezbollah confirms death of Hashem Safieddine in Israeli airstrike
BEIRUT -- Hezbollah has confirmed that Hashem Safieddine, one of its top officials who had been widely expected to be the group's next leader, was killed in an Israeli airstrike. Wednesday's statement came a day after Israel said it had killed Safieddine in a strike this month in Beirut's southern suburbs.
Safieddine, a powerful cleric within the party ranks, had been expected to succeed Hassan Nasrallah, one of the group's founders. Nasrallah was killed in an Israeli airstrike last month.
Over the past several weeks, Israeli strikes have killed much of Hezbollah's top leadership.
Israeli army says it arrested over 150 suspected militants in Jabaliya
JERUSALEM -- Israel's army said it has arrested over 150 suspected Palestinian militants and facilitated the evacuation of an additional 20,000 residents over the past day from Jabaliya, an area of northern Gaza where troops have intensified attacks in recent weeks.
The military said in a statement Wednesday that some of the 150 detained had surrendered. The U.N. estimates that 60,000 people have fled from the far north of Gaza southwards, to Gaza City, over more than a two-week period.
A Palestinian resident of Beit Lahiya, near Jabaliya, told The Associated Press that Israel's military has rounded hundreds of men in northern Gaza, separating women as families try to flee the area. 
Hisham Abu Zaqout, a father of four, said he was held for at least three hours with dozens of men in a school near the Indonesian Hospital.
The Israeli army says it is trying to uproot Hamas militants from Jabaliya and other parts of northern Gaza. 
Jabaliya, a refugee camp that has turned into a densely built neighborhood, has been the scene of on-and-of fighting between Israeli troops and Hamas militants for months.
Blinken discusses common efforts to end conflicts with Saudi Crown Prince
RIYADH, Saudi Arabia -- Secretary of State Antony Blinken has wrapped a two-hour meeting Wednesday with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman in Riyadh, where the two men discussed "common efforts" to end the growing conflicts in the region at a time of growing instability, according to spokesperson Matthew Miller. 
Riyadh and Washington have been working in tandem in the past year to try and strike a lasting cease-fire in Gaza, which has become more elusive in recent weeks as Israel's invasion of neighboring Lebanon significantly escalated.
Miller said in a statement that the two leaders also discussed the larger goal of ensuring Saudi Arabia's "greater integration among countries in the region."
Many choose to remain in Tyre despite intensifying bombardment
BEIRUT -- The head of the disaster management unit in the Lebanese city of Tyre told The Associated Press that despite many fleeing Israeli airstrikes, thousands of residents and people who have been displaced have chosen to stay in the city.
Tyre is home to over 15,000 people, including hundreds of families, who have fled villages in South Lebanon and are now seeking refuge in schools-turned-shelters, Mortada Mhanna said.
Many families are staying put in the schools, he said, as the Israeli army intensifies its aerial bombardment on the city.
"It's very difficult for many to leave. They're worried about being subjected to further chaos and displacement," Mhanna added. 
A strike was heard in the background as he spoke on the phone. "That one was huge, can you check where it hit?" he asked a colleague.
Mhanna said his team has also chosen to stay in the city to take care of people, but "it's a big risk. It's not safe here anymore," he said.
Israel's defense minister says an attack on Iran would show military readiness
JERUSALEM -- Israel's defense minister told a group of pilots Wednesday that an Israeli attack on Iran would demonstrate the "preparation and readiness" of the country's air force.
"After we attack in Iran, both in the State of Israel and in other places will understand what your preparation process includes, and your preparation and readiness," Yoav Gallant told air force pilots and operators at the Hatzerim airbase in southern Israel. "The Air Force is a key element in this matter and anyone who tries to harm us will be harmed."
It was the latest statement from Israel's leadership to suggest that the country plans to retaliate with force against Iran for the Iranian ballistic missile attack on Israel Oct. 1.
Israel's options range from symbolic strikes on military targets to crippling attacks on Iran's vital oil industry or its secretive and heavily fortified nuclear program, an option US President Joe Biden has urged Israel against.
Blinken to meet with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman
RIYADH, Saudi Arabia -- U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken is set to meet Wednesday with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman in Riyadh as tensions in the region continue to intensify with no breakthrough on a ceasefire deal. 
The meeting is one of many Blinken will have with Arab officials in the next few days as the U.S. struggles to achieve some sort of progress just two weeks before the presidential election and in the final stretch of President Joe Biden's administration. 
The two are expected to discuss the growing concerns over humanitarian aid for Gaza as well as a post-war plan for Palestinians.
Multiple buildings in Lebanon hit i
n coastal city hit in airstrike
TYRE, Lebanon -- Israeli jets struck multiple buildings in the coastal city of Tyre on Wednesday, sending large clouds of black smoke into the air.
The state-run National News Agency reported that an Israeli strike on the nearby town of Maarakeh killed three people. There were no immediate reports of casualties in Tyre.
Tyre, a provincial capital, had largely been spared in the Israel-Hezbollah war that erupted last month, but strikes in and around the city have intensified recently.
The Israeli military issued evacuation warnings a few hours prior for dozens of buildings in the heart of the coastal city. It told residents to move north of the Awali River, dozens of kilometers (miles) to the north.
The buildings are surrounded by ancient historical sites and beach resorts.
Israeli military spokesman Avichay Adraee said on the platform X that Hezbollah assets were in the area of the evacuation warning, without elaborating or providing evidence.
World Health Organization postpones third phase of polio vaccination campaign
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates -- The World Health Organization on Wednesday said it and other aid agencies had to postpone the third phase of a polio vaccine campaign in the Gaza Strip due to the war there.
The WHO issued a statement saying the decision was made in concert with UNICEF, the United Nations' Palestinian aid agency UNRWA, Palestinian officials and others after the inoculations were to begin Wednesday.
"The current conditions, including ongoing attacks on civilian infrastructure continue to jeopardize people's safety and movement in northern Gaza, making it impossible for families to safely bring their children for vaccination, and health workers to operate," a WHO statement said.
The WHO said this phase of the vaccinations aimed to vaccinate over 119,000 children across northern Gaza.
COGAT, the Israeli military body in charge of humanitarian affairs in Gaza, said that the vaccination campaign in north Gaza would begin in the coming days "after a joint assessment and at the request of the WHO and UNICEF."
The campaign began in September after Gaza reported its first polio case in 25 years. Health officials have expressed alarm about disease outbreaks as uncollected garbage piles up and the bombing of critical infrastructure sends putrid water flowing through the streets. Polio is spread through fecal matter.
Germany's foreign minister calls for a diplomatic solution to fighting on her visit to Beirut
BERLIN -- German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock has called for a diplomatic solution to the conflict between Hezbollah and Israel.
Baerbock, upon her arrival Wednesday in Beirut, said that "we must now work with our partners in the USA, Europe and the Arab world to find a viable diplomatic solution that safeguards the legitimate security interests of both Israel and Lebanon."
The foreign minister warned that "a complete destabilization of the country would be fatal for the most religiously diverse society of all states in the Middle East and also for the entire region." She also asked all parties involved in the conflict to protect the United Nations peacekeeper troops stationed in the Israeli-Lebanese border region.
The 5 Nordic countries are 'deeply concerned' about legislation that would prevent UNRWA from operating
COPENHAGEN, Denmark -- The five Nordic countries said Wednesday that they are "deeply concerned" by bills introduced to Israel's parliament that would prevent the United Nations agency for Palestinian refugees from operating in the West Bank, east Jerusalem and Gaza.
In early October, an Israeli parliamentary committee approved two bills that would sever Israeli government ties with UNRWA, ban UNRWA activity on Israel territory and strip it of legal immunities. The bills passed preliminary approvals by a large margin but must pass several more readings before they become law.
A joint letter signed by the foreign ministers of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden said that if the U.N. body "would no longer be able to exercise its core tasks" it could further destabilize the situation in the region, "and may fundamentally jeopardize the prospects for a two-state solution."
Blinken urges Israel to end war as he leaves for Saudi Arabia
TEL AVIV, Israel -- Secretary of State Antony Blinken says Israel needs to pursue an "enduring strategic success" after its recent tactical victories against Hamas, urging it to seek a deal to end the war and bring back dozens of hostages.
He spoke to reporters Wednesday before traveling from Israel to Saudi Arabia on his 11th visit to the region since Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023, attack triggered the war in Gaza.
The United States hopes to revive cease-fire efforts after the killing of top Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar in an Israeli military operation in Gaza the previous week. But there's no indication that either of the warring parties have modified their demands since the talks stalled over the summer. Hamas has said its demands have not changed following Sinwar's death.
Blinken, who met with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and other top officials Tuesday, said he had pressed Israel to allow more humanitarian aid into Gaza and reiterated his warning that the failure to do so could lead to a reduction in U.S. military aid.
"There's progress made, which is good, but more progress needs to be made," on that front, he said.
Sirens sound across Tel Aviv as projectiles are intercepted near Blinken's hotel
TEL AVIV, Israel -- Air raid sirens echoed across Tel Aviv on Wednesday as U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken prepared to depart from his hotel to the airport.
The Israeli military said it intercepted two projectiles fired from Lebanon. There were no immediate reports of casualties or damage.
Smoke, apparently from one of the interceptions, could be seen in the sky above the hotel where Blinken was staying.

He is on his 11th visit to the region since the outbreak of the war between Israel and Hamas in Gaza, hoping to renew cease-fire efforts after the killing of top Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar.
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Angelenos mourn Mexican-born pitcher Fernando Valenzuela, who starred for the Dodgers in the 1980s
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            A person stands outside Dodger Stadium after the death of former Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            A flower arrangement honoring former Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela is seen near the entrance to Dodger Stadium, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024 in Los Angeles. Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, has died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A votive candle donning an image of the Virgen de Guadalupe sits near a mural depicting former Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Sergio Juarez, 16, left, and his sister Bianca Juarez, 23, stand near the entrance to Dodger Stadium to pay respects to former Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024 in Los Angeles. Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, has died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Candles and baseballs are placed outside Dodger Stadium after the death of former Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            FILE - Los Angeles Dodger pitcher Fernando Valenzuela tips his sombrero at a news conference after he was named National League Rookie of the Year, Dec. 2, 1981, in Los Angeles. Fernando Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, has died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024.(AP Photo/Wally Fong, File)
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            FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela pitches against a San Francisco Giants batter during the first inning at Candlestick Park, Oct. 3, 1982, in San Francisco. Fernando Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, has died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo, File)
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            A person, bottom right, walks a dog on Sunset Boulevard near a building donning a mural depicting former Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Los Angeles. Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Gladys Sarmiento drops off a rose outside of Dodger Stadium after the death of former Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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        Angelenos mourn Mexican-born pitcher Fernando Valenzuela, who starred for the Dodgers in the 1980s
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            A person stands outside Dodger Stadium after the death of former Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            A flower arrangement honoring former Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela is seen near the entrance to Dodger Stadium, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024 in Los Angeles. Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, has died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A votive candle donning an image of the Virgen de Guadalupe sits near a mural depicting former Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Sergio Juarez, 16, left, and his sister Bianca Juarez, 23, stand near the entrance to Dodger Stadium to pay respects to former Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024 in Los Angeles. Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, has died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            FILE - Los Angeles Dodger pitcher Fernando Valenzuela tips his sombrero at a news conference after he was named National League Rookie of the Year, Dec. 2, 1981, in Los Angeles. Fernando Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, has died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024.(AP Photo/Wally Fong, File)
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            FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela pitches against a San Francisco Giants batter during the first inning at Candlestick Park, Oct. 3, 1982, in San Francisco. Fernando Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, has died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo, File)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Julia Mendez carefully positioned three candles in a row under a sign welcoming fans to Dodger Stadium. Then she pulled out a foil-wrapped burrito and rested it against the post.
"I know he ate a burrito all his life," said the 70-year-old fan from North Hollywood who had stuffed the flour tortilla with nopales and scrambled eggs in her kitchen. 
The city of Los Angeles was mourning Wednesday for Mexican-born Fernando Valenzuela, the Dodgers pitcher who inspired "Fernandomania" with his unique delivery and dominant pitching performances in the early 1980s.
He died Tuesday night at age 63.
"I came here to the United States in 1976. He came in 1979. That's when all my pride and joy began," said Mendez, from the same Mexican state of Sonora as Valenzuela. "He put our names so high around the world, all the community became fans. My love for so many years."

    


Valenzuela's rise from humble beginnings as the youngest of 12 children in Mexico and his feats on the mound made him hugely popular and influential in Los Angeles' Latino community while helping attract new fans to Major League Baseball. Their fondness for him continued after his retirement.




Across the intersection, the ensemble Mariachi Garibaldi de Jaime Cuellar played their guitars and trumpets.
The group frequently performs at Dodger games and was gathered for a scheduled television interview ahead of the World Series against the New York Yankees. They stuck around to pay their musical respects to the man nicknamed "El Toro."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Major League Baseball and the Dodgers were working on a plan to honor Valenzuela before Friday's Game 1 of the World Series. 
On the left corner of the blue-and-white sign hung a large sombrero and a colorful serape. Mendez had added white butterfly wings above the second 'D' in Dodger. The sign was a similarly emotional gathering place in 2022 when Dodgers Hall of Fame broadcaster Vin Scully died at 94.

    


Henry Gomez of Gardena brought his 6-year-old daughter, Tianna, to the growing memorial outside the closed stadium. She carried a souvenir street sign that she and her father had written on and planned to leave.
"He's one of the Hispanic idols for us," the elder Gomez said. "He opened a lot of doors for a lot of people behind him. We're proud from that."
In the Boyle Heights neighborhood not far from the stadium, Robert Vargas was busy painting a mural of Valenzuela on the side of a building. The artist of Mexican descent is known for his large-scale works at outdoor locations around the world. His mural of Dodgers superstar Shohei Ohtani on the side of a Little Tokyo hotel has become a tourist attraction.
Back at the stadium, three men stood in the shade swapping stories about Valenzuela's exploits on the mound. 
Gomez had a chance to shake hands with Valenzuela a couple times over the years.
"He was really cool, a good guy," he said. "When you're famous, that's the way to be, like Fernando's way."
Fans had been gathering outside the stadium since the sad news broke late Tuesday. 

    


Marcello Ambriz showed off a photo of him as a 2-year-old with the pitcher.
"Mexicans wouldn't be Dodger fans without Fernando," he said.
The land on which Dodger Stadium sits was purchased from Spanish-speaking homeowners in the early 1950s by the city of Los Angeles. Initially, they refused to sell and the city used eminent domain to acquire the property from the tight-knit Mexican-American families, many of whom lived there after being discriminated against in other parts of the city.
"There's a lot of very sad sentiments about that," Ambriz said. "Fernando was able to somehow mend that. Obviously today there's a lot of people who are hurt and can't let that go, and that's understandable, but Fernando's presence and him being from Mexico was able to unite that."
Valenzuela would have turned 64 on Nov. 1, when the Dodgers could potentially host Game 6 of the World Series. Next Friday is also Dia de los Muertos, or Day of the Dead, in Mexican culture when deceased loved ones are honored.

"There's no reason to be sad because he live always forever in our hearts," Mendez said. "He accomplished the American dream, more than the American dream really."
___
AP photographer Julio Cortez contributed to this report.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/MLB
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Efforts by Russia, Iran and China to sway US voters may escalate, new Microsoft report says

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - The Microsoft logo in Issy-les-Moulineaux, outside Paris, France, April 12, 2016. The company said Wednesday that Russian operatives are doubling down on fake videos to smear Vice President Kamala Harris' campaign, while Chinese-linked social media campaigns are maligning down-ballot candidates who are critical of China. Meanwhile, Iranian actors who allegedly sent emails aimed at intimidating U.S. voters in 2020 have been surveying election-related websites and major media outlets, the tech giant said. (AP Photo/Michel Euler, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Foreign adversaries have shown continued determination to influence the U.S. election -- and there are signs their activity will intensify as Election Day nears, Microsoft said in a report Wednesday.
Russian operatives are doubling down on fake videos to smear Vice President Kamala Harris' campaign, while Chinese-linked social media campaigns are maligning down-ballot Republicans who are critical of China, the company's threat intelligence arm said Wednesday.
Meanwhile, Iranian actors who allegedly sent emails aimed at intimidating U.S. voters in 2020 have been surveying election-related websites and major media outlets, raising concerns they could be preparing for another scheme this year, the tech giant said.
The report serves as a warning - building on others from U.S. intelligence officials - that as the nation enters this critical final stretch and begins counting ballots, the worst influence efforts may be yet to come. U.S. officials say they remain confident that election infrastructure is secure enough to withstand any attacks from American adversaries. Still, in a tight election, foreign efforts to influence voters are raising concern.

    


Microsoft noted that some of the disinformation campaigns it tracks received little authentic engagement from U.S. audiences, but others have been amplified by unwitting Americans, exposing thousands to foreign propaganda in the final weeks of voting.




Russia, China and Iran have all rejected claims that they are seeking to meddle with the U.S. election. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"The presidential elections are the United States' domestic affairs. China has no intention and will not interfere in the US election," the Chinese Embassy said in a statement.
"Having already unequivocally and repeatedly announced, Iran neither has any motive nor intent to interfere in the U.S. election; and, it therefore categorically repudiates such accusations," read a statement from Iran's mission to the United Nations.

    


A message left with the Russian Embassy was not immediately returned on Wednesday.
The report reveals an expanding landscape of coordinated campaigns to advance adversaries' priorities as global wars and economic concerns raise the stakes for the U.S. election around the world. It details a trend also seen in the 2016 and 2020 elections of foreign actors covertly fomenting discord among American voters, furthering a divide in the electorate that has left the nation almost evenly split just 13 days before voting concludes.
"History has shown that the ability of foreign actors to rapidly distribute deceptive content can significantly impact public perception and electoral outcomes," Clint Watts, general manager of the Microsoft Threat Analysis Center, said in a news release. "With a particular focus on the 48 hours before and after Election Day, voters, government institutions, candidates and parties must remain vigilant to deceptive and suspicious activity online."
The report adds to previous findings from Microsoft and U.S. intelligence that suggest the Kremlin is committed to lambasting Harris' character online, a sign of its preference for another Donald Trump presidency. 

    


Russian actors have spent recent months churning out both AI-generated content and more rudimentary spoofs and staged videos spreading disinformation about Harris, Microsoft's analysts found.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Among the fake videos were a staged clip of a park ranger impersonator claiming Harris killed an endangered rhinoceros in Zambia, as well as a video sharing baseless allegations about her running mate Tim Walz, which U.S. intelligence officials also attributed to Russia this week. Morgan Finkelstein, national security spokeswoman for the Harris campaign, condemned Russia's efforts. 
Another Russian influence actor has been producing fake election-related videos spoofing American organizations from Fox News to the FBI and Wired magazine, according to the report. 
China over the last several months has focused on down-ballot races, and on general efforts to sow distrust and democratic dissatisfaction. A Chinese influence actor widely known as Spamouflage has been using fake social media users to attack down-ballot Republicans who have publicly denounced China, according to Microsoft's analysts.

    


Candidates targeted have included Rep. Barry Moore of Alabama, Sen. Marsha Blackburn of Tennessee, and Rep. Michael McCaul of Texas, all of whom are running for reelection, the report said. The group also has attacked Sen. Marco Rubio of Florida.
All four politicians sent emailed statements condemning China's aggression against American political candidates and its efforts to weaken democracy. 
In its statement, the Chinese embassy said U.S. officials, politicians and media "have accused China of using news websites and social media accounts to spread so-called disinformation in the US. Such allegations are full of malicious speculations against China, which China firmly opposes."

    


Iran, which has spent the 2024 campaign going after Trump with disinformation as well as hacking into the former president's campaign, hasn't been stymied by ongoing tension in the Middle East, according to the Microsoft report.
Quite the opposite, groups linked to Iran have weaponized divided opinions on the Israel-Hamas War to influence American voters, the analysts found. For example, an Iranian operated persona took to Telegram and X to call on Americans to sit out the elections due to the candidates' support for Israel.
Microsoft's report also said it observed an Iranian group compromising an account of a notable Republican politician who had a different account targeted in June. The company would not name the individual but said it was the same person who it had referenced in August as a "former presidential candidate."
The report also warned that the same Iranian group that allegedly posed as members of the far-right Proud Boys in intimidating emails to voters in 2020 has been scouting swing-state election-related websites and media outlets in recent months. The behavior could "suggest preparations for more direct influence operations as Election Day nears," Watts said.
Iran's mission to the United Nations said in a statement that the allegations in the report "are fundamentally unfounded, and wholly inadmissible."
Even as Russia, China and Iran try to influence voters, intelligence officials said Tuesday there is still no indication they are plotting significant attacks on election infrastructure as a way to disrupt the outcome.
If they tried, improvements to election security means there is no way they could alter the results, Jen Easterly, director of the U.S. Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency, told The Associated Press earlier this month.
Intelligence officials on Tuesday also warned that Russia and Iran may try to encourage violent protests in the U.S. after next month's election, setting the stage for potential complications in the post-election period.
___

The Associated Press receives support from several private foundations to enhance its explanatory coverage of elections and democracy. See more about AP's democracy initiative here. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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South Carolina to build first monument to an African American. Meet Robert Smalls
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            Robert Smalls escaped slavery by stealing a slaveowner's ship and later became a South Carolina political leader, championing equal rights and literacy. Soon he'll be honored as the first individual Black person to get a statue on the Statehouse lawn. (AP video: Jeffrey Collins)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 7 | 
            A bust of Robert Smalls, who will soon be the first African American individual with a statue at the South Carolina Statehouse, is displayed Reconstruction Era National Historic Park, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024, in Beaufort, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)
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            South Carolina state Reps. Brandon Cox, R-Goose Creek, left, and Jermaine Johnson, D-Columbia, right talk about their efforts to honor Robert Smalls, who will soon be the first African American individual with a statue at the South Carolina Statehouse, Friday, Sept. 13, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)
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            This image from the Library of Congress Brady-Handy photograph collection shows a portrait of Robert Smalls created between 1870 and 1880. (Library of Congress via AP)
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            Books about Robert Smalls, who will soon be the first African American individual with a statue at the South Carolina Statehouse, are displayed at Reconstruction Era National Historic Park, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024, in Beaufort, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)
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            Chris Barr, a ranger at Reconstruction Era National Historic Park, talks about Robert Smalls' life beside a bust of the man who will soon be the first African American individual with a statue at the South Carolina Statehouse, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024, in Beaufort, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)
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            A model of the CSS Planter is displayed at the Charleston Museum, part of a traveling exhibit entitled "The Life and Times of Congressman Robert Smalls", May 2, 2012, in Charleston, S.C. (AP Photo/Bruce Smith, File)
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                                    Robert Smalls escaped slavery by stealing a slaveowner's ship and later became a South Carolina political leader, championing equal rights and literacy. Soon he'll be honored as the first individual Black person to get a statue on the Statehouse lawn. (AP video: Jeffrey Collins)
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            A bust of Robert Smalls, who will soon be the first African American individual with a statue at the South Carolina Statehouse, is displayed Reconstruction Era National Historic Park, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024, in Beaufort, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)
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            South Carolina state Reps. Brandon Cox, R-Goose Creek, left, and Jermaine Johnson, D-Columbia, right talk about their efforts to honor Robert Smalls, who will soon be the first African American individual with a statue at the South Carolina Statehouse, Friday, Sept. 13, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)
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            This image from the Library of Congress Brady-Handy photograph collection shows a portrait of Robert Smalls created between 1870 and 1880. (Library of Congress via AP)
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            Books about Robert Smalls, who will soon be the first African American individual with a statue at the South Carolina Statehouse, are displayed at Reconstruction Era National Historic Park, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024, in Beaufort, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)
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            Chris Barr, a ranger at Reconstruction Era National Historic Park, talks about Robert Smalls' life beside a bust of the man who will soon be the first African American individual with a statue at the South Carolina Statehouse, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024, in Beaufort, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)
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            A model of the CSS Planter is displayed at the Charleston Museum, part of a traveling exhibit entitled "The Life and Times of Congressman Robert Smalls", May 2, 2012, in Charleston, S.C. (AP Photo/Bruce Smith, File)
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                                        BEAUFORT, S.C. (AP) -- South Carolina is preparing to put up its first individual statue for an African American on its Statehouse lawn, honoring a man who put on Confederate clothes in order to steal a slaveholder's ship and sail his family and a dozen others to freedom during the Civil War.
But Robert Smalls isn't just being honored for his audacious escape. He spent a decade in the U.S. House, helped rewrite South Carolina's constitution to allow Black men equality after the Civil War and then put up a valiant but doomed fight when racists returned to power and eliminated nearly all of the gains Smalls fought for.
Rep. Jermaine Johnson can't wait to bring his children to the Statehouse to finally see someone who is Black like them being honored.
"The man has done so many great things, it's just a travesty he has not been honored until now. Heck, it's also a travesty there isn't some big Hollywood movie out there about his life," said Johnson, a Democrat from a district just a few miles from the Statehouse.

    


The idea for a statue to Smalls has been percolating for years. But there was always quiet opposition preventing a bill from getting a hearing. That changed in 2024 as the proposal made it unanimously through the state House and Senate on the back of Republican Rep. Brandon Cox of Goose Creek.
"South Carolina is a great state. We've got a lot of history, good and bad. This is our good history," Cox said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
What will the Robert Smalls memorial look like?
The bill created a special committee that has until Jan. 15 to come up with a design, a location on the Statehouse lawn and the money to pay for whatever memorial they choose.
But supporters face a challenging question: What best honors Smalls?
If it's just one statue, is it best to honor the steel-nerved ship pilot who waited for all the white crew to leave, then mimicked hand signals and whistle toots to get through Confederate checkpoints, while hoping Confederate soldiers didn't notice a Black man under the hat in the pale moonlight in May 1862?

    


Or would a more fitting tribute to Smalls be to recognize the statesman who served in the South Carolina House and Senate and the U.S. House after the Civil War? Smalls bought his master's house in Beaufort in part with money made for turning the Confederate ship over to Union forces, then allowed the man's penniless wife to live there when she was widowed.
Or is the elder Smalls who fought for education for all and to keep the gains African Americans made during the Civil War the man most worth publicly memorializing? Smalls would see a new constitution in 1895 wipe out African Americans' right to vote. He was fired from his federal customs collector job in 1913 when then President Woodrow Wilson purged a large number of Black men out of government jobs.
Or would it be best to combine them all in some way? That's how Republican Rep. Chip Campsen, an occasional ship pilot himself, sees honoring one of his favorite South Carolinians.
"The best way to sum up Robert Smalls' life is it was a fight for freedom as a slave, as a pilot and as a statesman," Campsen said.

    


Location, location, location
Then there is the matter of location. While South Carolina has a monument with multiple panels honoring the struggle of African Americans from their journey on slave ships through today, it doesn't honor an individual Black man or women among the two dozen monuments scattered around the Statehouse.
At least six different monuments honor people like Dr. J. Marion Sims, who some consider the father of modern gynecology but who underpinned his research operating without anesthesia on enslaved women and girls. There are several honoring Confederates who fought to protect slavery in the state that started the Civil War and hangs a marble copy of the Articles of Secession in the lobby between its House and Senate chambers.
The dubious list includes "Pitchfork" Ben Tillman, a governor and U.S. senator who bragged about how he led groups of whites who killed Black men trying to vote during the election of 1876 which led to the end of Reconstruction, the return of all-white rule and the collapse of everything for which Smalls had worked. None of that is on the plaque for Tillman's statue.

    


Some supporters have suggested Smalls' statue could stand nearby and be taller and more prominent than Tillman's to give Smalls a triumph some 130 years in the making.
Once design and location are determined, organizers hope raising the money gets easier with a concept in mind.
"We have to get the narrative right," Republican Senate Majority Leader Shane Massey said. "This is going to tell a story. I think it is important that we tell that the right way to honor him and to honor south Carolina. I think it's really cool."

    


Robert Smalls' monumental life
Robert Smalls was born in 1839 in Beaufort and died in 1915 in his hometown a free, but somewhat forgotten man who lived a life unimaginable to a woman holding her son born into slavery. Supporters now have a chance to make sure he never fades into obscurity.
"Robert Smalls writes a new future for this county that in the moment no one can see is happening," said Chris Barr, the Chief of Interpretation for the Reconstruction Era National Historic Park in Beaufort as he stood beside the a bust of Smalls near his grave in his hometown.
Driving a Confederate boat to freedom is what captures the most attention in that remarkable life, Barr said.

"If you're an enslaved person working on one of these boats around the Charleston Harbor like Robert Smalls, you've got the tools, you've got the talent, you've got the boat and you know how to drive it," Barr said "And you can literally see freedom floating in the form of the United States Navy just a few miles offshore. All you need is an opportunity."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/robert-smalls-statue-south-carolina-statehouse-8f7d38ec73e5aeec3acb10644408a269
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            As the new inductees are set to be announced in November, a curator explains how a few toys are selected from thousands of nominations to become part of the Toy Hall of Fame. (AP Video: Ted Shaffrey)
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            The Fisher-Price Corn Popper toys on displays in the Hall of Fame at The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            A visitor walks through the outdoor Hasbro Game Park at The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            Jesse and Lydia Xu of Toronto play a game of Jenga with their kids Casper, 9, and Lydia, 8, at The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            Rita Wilks plays a game of Bingo with her grandson, Oliver, 2, while visiting The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            Christopher Bensch, chief curator at The Strong National Museum of Play, stands among shelves of toys and games in a storage area below the museum, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            Christopher Bensch, chief curator at The Strong National Museum of Play, closes a storage locker of porcelain dolls Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            Christopher Bensch, chief curator at The Strong National Museum of Play, holds one of the toys that is a finalist for the 2024 Toy Hall of Fame, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            Christopher Bensch, chief curator at The Strong National Museum of Play, takes out toys and games that are finalists for the 2024 Hall of Fame, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            Christopher Bensch, chief curator at The Strong National Museum of Play, holds one of the games that is a finalist for the 2024 Toy Hall of Fame, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            Large scrabble letters line the outdoor Hasbro Game Park at The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            A display of baseball cards inside of the Toy Hall of Fame at The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            Oliver Jin of Toronto walks through the outdoor Hasbro Game Park at The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            The Toy Hall of Fame inside The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            Twins Josh and Zach Alli, 6, of Toronto play racing games at The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            Visitors walk through the Toy Hall of Fame inside The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            Ryan, 4, and Camryn Nielander, 2, shop at a play grocery store at The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            Suellen Sues puts together a Potato Head with her granddaughter, Isla, 2, while visiting The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            Travis Skadberg watches as Jacob, 6, plays a giant game of Donkey Kong at The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            One of the world's first jigsaw puzzles from 1766 is displayed in the Toy Hall of Fame at The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            Visitors walk through the Toy Hall of Fame inside The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            Katie and Henry Liggett play with an interactive game while visiting The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            Elliot Drury, exhibits fabricator and designer at The Strong National Museum of Play, works on a new exhibit, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            Large scrabble letters line the outdoor Hasbro Game Park at The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            A visitor takes a picture of an original Monopoly set on display at The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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        They made 36 million Corn Poppers. Here's how they pick the right ones for the Toy Hall of Fame
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                                    As the new inductees are set to be announced in November, a curator explains how a few toys are selected from thousands of nominations to become part of the Toy Hall of Fame. (AP Video: Ted Shaffrey)
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            The Fisher-Price Corn Popper toys on displays in the Hall of Fame at The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            A visitor walks through the outdoor Hasbro Game Park at The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            Jesse and Lydia Xu of Toronto play a game of Jenga with their kids Casper, 9, and Lydia, 8, at The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            Rita Wilks plays a game of Bingo with her grandson, Oliver, 2, while visiting The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            Christopher Bensch, chief curator at The Strong National Museum of Play, stands among shelves of toys and games in a storage area below the museum, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            Christopher Bensch, chief curator at The Strong National Museum of Play, closes a storage locker of porcelain dolls Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            Christopher Bensch, chief curator at The Strong National Museum of Play, holds one of the toys that is a finalist for the 2024 Toy Hall of Fame, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            Christopher Bensch, chief curator at The Strong National Museum of Play, takes out toys and games that are finalists for the 2024 Hall of Fame, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            Christopher Bensch, chief curator at The Strong National Museum of Play, holds one of the games that is a finalist for the 2024 Toy Hall of Fame, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            Large scrabble letters line the outdoor Hasbro Game Park at The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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                                    The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            A display of baseball cards inside of the Toy Hall of Fame at The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            Oliver Jin of Toronto walks through the outdoor Hasbro Game Park at The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            The Toy Hall of Fame inside The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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                                    The Toy Hall of Fame inside The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            Twins Josh and Zach Alli, 6, of Toronto play racing games at The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            Visitors walk through the Toy Hall of Fame inside The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            Ryan, 4, and Camryn Nielander, 2, shop at a play grocery store at The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            Suellen Sues puts together a Potato Head with her granddaughter, Isla, 2, while visiting The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            Travis Skadberg watches as Jacob, 6, plays a giant game of Donkey Kong at The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            One of the world's first jigsaw puzzles from 1766 is displayed in the Toy Hall of Fame at The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    21 of 26

                                    
                                    One of the world's first jigsaw puzzles from 1766 is displayed in the Toy Hall of Fame at The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            22 of 26 | 
            Visitors walk through the Toy Hall of Fame inside The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            Katie and Henry Liggett play with an interactive game while visiting The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            Elliot Drury, exhibits fabricator and designer at The Strong National Museum of Play, works on a new exhibit, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            Large scrabble letters line the outdoor Hasbro Game Park at The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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            A visitor takes a picture of an original Monopoly set on display at The Strong National Museum of Play, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Lauren Petracca)
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                                        ROCHESTER, N.Y. (AP) -- When curators at the National Toy Hall of Fame learned last fall that the Fisher-Price Corn Popper had been voted in as part of the class of 2023, they knew they had some serious work to do.

With a formal induction ceremony approaching, they would have to figure out how to showcase the beloved toddler push toy with colorful balls that ricochet around a clear dome.

It isn't as simple as going to Walmart and pulling one off the shelves: The hall, part of the The Strong National Museum of Play in upstate New York, aims to show how its toys have endured and evolved over the years -- pieces go from wood to plastic, electronics are added.

That means digging through archives, auctions, the internet and garage sales to hunt for an original, or one close to it -- a process repeated with each new hall of fame inductee.

"We want some recognizable things currently on the market, but we also want people to say, 'Oh, I had one of those!'" said Christopher Bensch, chief curator at the Strong museum, which is a larger-than-life interactive toybox for kids and adults. 

    



For example, when the jigsaw puzzle was inducted in 2002, they added one of the world's first versions, a map of Europe pasted onto a thin mahogany board from 1766, alongside a child's Donald Duck board puzzle from 1990. Not all of the toys inducted into the hall are specific products, either -- 2021's inductee was simply "sand." 





In the case of the Corn Popper, the curators needed to find something recognizable to generations. The toy has been around since 1957 and more than 36 million have been sold, according to Fisher-Price. Nearly 650,000 visitors would arrive over the next year to view it and the hall of fame's other vaunted toys. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    


Vaults, garage sales, eBay 






After being voted in by experts and fans, many hall of fame toys are pulled for permanent display from the museum's vast archives. 

    



The honorees are usually so iconic -- the Barbie doll, the teddy bear, checkers -- that the odds are good there will be multiples among the half-million or so objects already in the ever-expanding collection. 

But staff is always on the lookout for playthings worth saving -- keeping an eye on eBay and garage and estate sales, especially if a toy is already in, or seems bound for, the hall of fame. 

With new toys on the market all the time, curators can only guess what might be the next Etch A Sketch, a mechanical drawing toy that's still popular and virtually unchanged after 100 years, and which toys will fizzle. 

"We want to be the repository for them, for the nation or the world," Bensch said. "That's why we have 1,500 yo-yos in our collection, or 8,000 jigsaw puzzles," he said, naming two past inductees.

Some of the stored board games, stuffed animals, doll houses and other molded, cast and carved reminders of childhood have been donated by manufacturers. Others come from private collectors following a death, divorce or move. A parent recently donated a collection of 1,600 American Girl dolls and accessories after their child outgrew them. 

    



Some items are pursued at auction, the way a fine art museum might acquire a masterpiece. That's how The Strong landed one of its most prized possessions, an original Monopoly set, hand-painted on oil cloth in 1933 by inventor Charles Darrow before the game went into mass production. With Monopoly in the hall of fame since 1998, the winning $146,500 bid at Sotheby's in 2010 was over budget -- but worth it. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: They made 36 million Corn Poppers. Here's how they pick the right ones for the Toy Hall of Fame
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Julie Walker gives us a behind the scenes look at what goes into picking the toys in the Toy Hall of Fame and museum.

    


"We're the National Museum of Play. If we were the Henry Ford Museum and we didn't have the first Model T, we would kick ourselves ever after," Bensch said.
An eBay find

Babies have been toddling behind Fisher-Price Corn Poppers for more than 60 years, but finding a "historic" one in pristine, museum-display condition proved challenging.

"Those are toys that get used pretty hard," Bensch said, "especially early versions with that plastic dome and the wooden balls hitting against it. Those did not survive in great condition."

    



What eventually went on display were two versions. One is a 1980 model purchased on eBay from a woman in Canada, who likely has no idea her castaway -- its wear and tear evident in its dinged-up and slightly cloudy dome -- is now a museum piece. The other is a shiny new version that is still on store shelves for about $12, with a sleeker blue handle and beefier red wheels that reflect slight design changes over the years.

"It was hard to find a photogenic one that went back more than a few decades," Bensch said. "I'm not sure we eventually got one that was as old as we wished for, just because they had been so well loved."
What makes a toy a hall of famer?






Each year, a new class of toys makes it into the hall of fame, the culmination of an annual process that invites anyone to nominate their favorite toy online.

    



Museum staff culls the nominees to 12 finalists before a panel of experts votes in the winners. Eighty-four toys have earned the honor since the hall opened in 1998.

Nominees can be as lasting as steel erector set creations, inducted in 1998, or as fleeting as bubbles blown through a plastic wand, honored in 2014.

Many inductees are a reminder that the true value of a toy isn't necessarily in the price, but the play. In 2008, an ordinary stick from a tree -- but a no-cost sword or magic wand to a child -- was inducted into the hall, but Flexible Flyer sleds and the Rubik's Cube did not make the cut that year. The Easy-Bake Oven was bypassed in 2005 -- by the cardboard box it might have shipped in.

The museum received 2,400 nominations for 382 different toys for the class of 2024.


This year's 12 finalists include Apples to Apples, balloons and the trampoline. Also: "Choose Your Own Adventure" books, Hess Toy Trucks, remote-controlled vehicles, the stick horse, Phase 10, Sequence and the Pokemon Trading Card Game, and two perennial nominees, My Little Pony figures -- a seven-time finalist -- and Transformers action figures.

From them, a chosen few will be announced and honored in November, and the curators will begin their hunt all over again

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/toy-hall-of-fame-inducted-play-museum-09bfa4f975274d054a08f8182ca35536



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Election officials are fighting a tsunami of voting conspiracy theories
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            FILE - A voter fills out her ballot for the Michigan primary election in Grosse Pointe Farms, Mich., Tuesday, Feb. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya, File)
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            FILE - A person votes on the first day of early voting in the general election, Oct. 21, 2024, in Miami. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky, File)
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            Elon Musk gestures as he speaks at Life Center Church in Harrisburg, Pa., Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024. (Sean Simmers/The Patriot-News via AP)
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            Voters cast their ballots at the Frank P. Zeidler Municipal Building during the first day of Wisconsin's in-person absentee voting Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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    > Follow live updates on Election 2024 as Donald Trump and Kamala Harris campaign in strategic battleground states. 


    


ATLANTA (AP) -- Voting machines reversing votes. More voters registered than people eligible. Large numbers of noncitizens voting.
With less than two weeks before Election Day, a resurgence in conspiracy theories and misinformation about voting is forcing state and local election officials to spend their time debunking rumors and explaining how elections are run at the same time they're overseeing early voting and preparing for Nov. 5.
"Truth is boring, facts are boring, and outrage is really interesting," says Utah's Lt. Gov. Deidre Henderson, a Republican who oversees elections in her state. "It's like playing whack-a-mole with truth. But what we try to do is just get as much information out there as possible."
This year's election is the first presidential contest since former President Donald Trump began spreading lies about widespread voter fraud costing him reelection in 2020. The false claims, which he continues to repeat, have undermined public confidence in elections and in the people who oversee them among a broad swath of Republican voters . Investigations have found no widespread fraud or manipulation of voting machines four years ago, and each of the battlegrounds states where Trump disputed his loss has affirmed Democrat J oe Biden's win.

    


In the past week, U.S. Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene claimed a voting machine had changed a voter's ballot in her Georgia district during early voting, and Elon Musk, the billionaire owner of the social media platform X, has promoted various conspiracy theories about voting machines and voter fraud both online and at a rally for Trump in Pennsylvania.




The floodgates are "very much" open, said David Becker, a former U.S. Justice Department lawyer who now leads the Center for Election Innovation and Research, a nonpartisan group that works with state and local election officials.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"This is making election officials' lives much more difficult," he said.

    


Eric Olsen, who oversees elections in Prince William County, Virginia, said combatting misinformation has become an important and challenging part of the job.
"It's really difficult from our position, a lot of times, because social media feels like a giant wave coming at you and we're in a little canoe with a paddle," he said. "But we have to do that work."
On the campaign trail, Trump has repeatedly attempted to sow doubt about the upcoming election - something he did ahead of his two previous bids for the White House. Even after he won in 2016, he claimed he had lost the popular vote because of a flood of illegal votes and he formed a presidential advisory commission to investigate. The commission disbanded without finding any widespread fraud.
This year, Trump claims that Democrats will cheat again and uses "Too Big to Rig" as a rallying cry to encourage his supporters to vote. Election experts see it as laying the groundwork to again challenge the election should he lose.
Spreading bogus accusations about elections has other consequences. It's already led to a wave of harassment, threats and turnover of election workers as well as the violent attack on the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021.

    


The conspiracy theories that have surfaced in recent weeks are not new. There have long been claims of "vote flipping," with the most recent ones surfacing in Georgia and Tennessee.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


A claim in Georgia's Whitfield County was highlighted by Greene on Alex Jones' "InfoWars" show. Jones has a history of spreading falsehoods and was ordered to pay $1.5 billion for his false claims that the 2012 Sandy Hook elementary school massacre was a hoax.
County election officials issued a statement, noting the case involved one voter out of 6,000 ballots that had been cast since early voting began. The ballot was spoiled, and the voter cast a replacement that was counted. Officials said there was no problem with the voting machine.
Gabriel Sterling, chief operating officer for the Georgia secretary of state's office, said every report they've seen so far of someone saying their printed ballot didn't reflect their selections on the touchscreen voting machine has been a result of voter error.

    


"There is zero evidence of a machine flipping an individual's vote," he said. "Are there elderly people whose hands shake and they probably hit the wrong button slightly and they didn't review their ballot properly before they printed it? That's the main situation we have seen. There is literally zero -- and I'm saying this to certain congresspeople in this state -- zero evidence of machines flipping votes. That claim was a lie in 2020 and it's a lie now."
In Shelby County, Tennessee, county election officials said human error was to blame for reports of votes being changed. Voters had been using their fingers instead of a stylus to mark their selections on voting machines, officials said.

    


In Washington state, Republican Jerrod Sessler, who is running for the state's 4th Congressional District seat, shared a video on social media this week that claimed to show how easily fraudulent ballots can be created. But the video did not make clear that voter information on each ballot is checked against the state's voter list.
"A ballot returned using fake voter registration information would not be counted and is illegal in Washington state," Charlie Boisner, a spokesperson for the Secretary of State's Office, said in an email. 
Musk recently invoked Dominion Voting Systems as part of his remarks at a rally in Pennsylvania, seeming to suggest its equipment was not trustworthy. Dominion has been at the center of conspiracy theories related to the 2020 election and settled its defamation lawsuit against Fox News last year for $787 million over false claims aired repeatedly on the network. The judge in the case said it was "CRYSTAL clear" that none of the allegations made by Trump allies on the network were true.
In a statement, Dominion said it was "closely monitoring claims around the Nov. 2024 election" and was "fully prepared to defend our company & our customers against lies and those who spread them."
A request for comment from Musk was not immediately returned.
Musk, who has endorsed Trump, has repeatedly pushed misinformation about voter fraud to his 200 million followers on the X platform, where false information spreads largely unchecked.
He has often sparred online with Michigan Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson. Recently, the two tangled over Musk's claim that there were more registered voters in Michigan, a presidential battleground state, than people eligible to vote. Benson said Musk was including in his count inactive voters who are scheduled for removal. A federal judge on Tuesday tossed out a lawsuit filed by the Republican National Committee claiming problems with the state's voter list.
During an interview last month, Benson said she was disheartened to see someone in Musk's position repeating false information.
"If he was sincerely committed, as he says he is, to ensuring people have access to information, then I would hope that he would amplify the truthful information -- the factual, accurate information -- about the security of our elections instead of just amplifying conspiracy theories and in a way that directs the ire of many of his followers onto us as individual election administrators," Benson said. "It's something that we didn't have to deal with in 2020 that creates a new battlefront and challenge for us."
___
Fernando reported from Chicago. Associated Press writers Kate Brumback in Atlanta and Hallie Golden in Seattle contributed to this report.
___

The Associated Press receives support from several private foundations to enhance its explanatory coverage of elections and democracy. See more about AP's democracy initiative here. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Fernando Valenzuela, Mexican-born pitcher whose feats for Dodgers fueled 'Fernandomania,' dies at 63
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            FILE - Former Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela throws the ceremonial first pitch during the MLB All-Star baseball game, July 19, 2022, in Los Angeles. Fernando Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, has died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024.(AP Photo/Abbie Parr, File)
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            FILE - Former Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela speaks during a news conference ahead of his jersey retirement ceremony at a baseball game between the Dodgers and the Colorado Rockies, Aug. 11, 2023, in Los Angeles. Fernando Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, has died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun, File)
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            Candles and baseballs are placed outside Dodger Stadium after the death of former Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            Sergio Juarez, 16, left, and his sister Bianca Juarez, 23, stand near the entrance to Dodger Stadium to pay respects to former Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024 in Los Angeles. Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, has died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A drawing is placed outside Dodger Stadium after the death of former Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            A person stands outside Dodger Stadium after the death of former Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            A votive candle donning an image of the Virgen de Guadalupe sits near a mural depicting former Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            FILE - Los Angeles Dodger pitcher Fernando Valenzuela tips his sombrero at a news conference after he was named National League Rookie of the Year, Dec. 2, 1981, in Los Angeles. Fernando Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, has died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024.(AP Photo/Wally Fong, File)
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            FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela pitches in the All-Star game, Aug. 8, 1981, in Cleveland. Fernando Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, has died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024.(AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela is doused with champagne by teammate Tom Niedenfuer after the Dodgers won the National League title over the Expos, Oct. 20, 1981, in Montreal. Fernando Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, has died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024.(AP Photo/MacAlpine, File)
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            FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela blows bubbles as he passes the time in the dugout during the rain delay before Game 3 of the National League playoffs with the Expos at Montreal, Oct. 18, 1981. Fernando Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, has died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024.(AP Photo/Rusty Kennedy, File)
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            FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela pitches against a San Francisco Giants batter during the first inning at Candlestick Park, Oct. 3, 1982, in San Francisco. Fernando Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, has died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - Los Angeles Dodger pitching sensation Fernando Valenzuela tips his hat to the crowd celebrating his equaling the major league record of eight shutouts by a rookie during a baseball game against the Atlanta Braves, Sept. 18, 1981, in Los Angeles. Fernando Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, has died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024.(AP Photo/Molenhouse, File)
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            FILE - Former Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela throws the ceremonial first pitch during the MLB All-Star baseball game, July 19, 2022, in Los Angeles. Fernando Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, has died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024.(AP Photo/Abbie Parr, File)
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            FILE - Former Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela speaks during a news conference ahead of his jersey retirement ceremony at a baseball game between the Dodgers and the Colorado Rockies, Aug. 11, 2023, in Los Angeles. Fernando Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, has died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun, File)
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            Candles and baseballs are placed outside Dodger Stadium after the death of former Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            Sergio Juarez, 16, left, and his sister Bianca Juarez, 23, stand near the entrance to Dodger Stadium to pay respects to former Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024 in Los Angeles. Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, has died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A drawing is placed outside Dodger Stadium after the death of former Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            A person stands outside Dodger Stadium after the death of former Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            A votive candle donning an image of the Virgen de Guadalupe sits near a mural depicting former Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            FILE - Los Angeles Dodger pitcher Fernando Valenzuela tips his sombrero at a news conference after he was named National League Rookie of the Year, Dec. 2, 1981, in Los Angeles. Fernando Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, has died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024.(AP Photo/Wally Fong, File)
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            FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela pitches in the All-Star game, Aug. 8, 1981, in Cleveland. Fernando Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, has died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024.(AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela is doused with champagne by teammate Tom Niedenfuer after the Dodgers won the National League title over the Expos, Oct. 20, 1981, in Montreal. Fernando Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, has died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024.(AP Photo/MacAlpine, File)
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            FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela blows bubbles as he passes the time in the dugout during the rain delay before Game 3 of the National League playoffs with the Expos at Montreal, Oct. 18, 1981. Fernando Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, has died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024.(AP Photo/Rusty Kennedy, File)
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            FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Fernando Valenzuela pitches against a San Francisco Giants batter during the first inning at Candlestick Park, Oct. 3, 1982, in San Francisco. Fernando Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, has died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - Los Angeles Dodger pitching sensation Fernando Valenzuela tips his hat to the crowd celebrating his equaling the major league record of eight shutouts by a rookie during a baseball game against the Atlanta Braves, Sept. 18, 1981, in Los Angeles. Fernando Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, has died Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024.(AP Photo/Molenhouse, File)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Fernando Valenzuela, the Mexican-born phenom for the Los Angeles Dodgers who inspired "Fernandomania" while winning the NL Cy Young Award and Rookie of the Year in 1981, has died. He was 63.
The team said he died Tuesday night at a Los Angeles hospital but did not provide the cause or other details.
His death comes as the Dodgers prepare to open the World Series on Friday night at home against the New York Yankees. Baseball Commissioner Rob Manfred said Valenzuela would be honored during the series at Dodger Stadium.
Valenzuela left his color commentator job on the Dodgers' Spanish-language television broadcast in September without explanation. He was reported to have been hospitalized earlier this month. His job kept him as a regular at Dodger Stadium, where he held court in the press box dining room before games and remained popular with fans who sought him out for photos and autographs.

    


"God bless Fernando Valenzuela!" actor and Dodgers fan Danny Trejo posted on X.
Valenzuela was one of the most dominant players of his era and a wildly popular figure in the 1980s, although he was never elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame. However, he is part of Cooperstown, which features several artifacts including a signed ball from his no-hitter in 1990.




"He is one of the most influential Dodgers ever and belongs on the Mount Rushmore of franchise heroes," Stan Kasten, team president and CEO, said in a statement. "He galvanized the fan base with the Fernandomania season of 1981 and has remained close to our hearts ever since, not only as a player but also as a broadcaster. He has left us all too soon."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Valenzuela's rise from humble beginnings as the youngest of 12 children in Mexico and his feats on the mound made him hugely popular and influential in Los Angeles' Latino community while helping attract new fans to Major League Baseball. Their fondness for him continued after his retirement.

    


"63 is way too young.... A piece of my childhood is gone," actor and "Access Hollywood" co-host Mario Lopez posted on X. "Growing up as a Mexican kid one of the main reasons I'm a Dodgers fan is because of Fernando. ... Not only a great player, but a great man to the community. What a legend."
Eva Torres, who is originally from Mexico City, drove from Anaheim to look at murals of Valenzuela on Sunset Boulevard near Dodgers Stadium.
"I wasn't a fan of baseball, but I am a fan of his," she said. "He's like me: an immigrant that came here to do great things."
In 1981, Valenzuela became the Dodgers' opening day starter as a rookie after Jerry Reuss was injured 24 hours before his scheduled start. He shut out the Houston Astros 2-0 and began the season 8-0 with five shutouts and an ERA of 0.50. He became the first player to win a Cy Young and Rookie of the Year in the same season.
His performances created the delirium known as "Fernandomania" among Dodgers fans. The ABBA hit "Fernando" would play as he warmed up on the mound.
"Fernando Valenzuela was a true icon of the Dodgers and the game," U.S. Rep. Jimmy Gomez, D-Calif., posted on X. "His legacy and connection with the Latino community in LA is one of the reasons I fell in love with the Dodgers."

    


Valenzuela was 13-7 and had a 2.48 ERA in his first season, which was shortened by a players' strike.
He was an All-Star selection every year from 1981-86, when he recorded 97 victories, 84 complete games, 1,258 strikeouts and a 2.97 ERA. He was 5-1 with a 2.00 ERA in eight postseason starts. He earned two Silver Slugger Awards and a Gold Glove.
Valenzuela's no-hitter on June 29, 1990, a 6-0 victory over the St. Louis Cardinals, was an emotional career highlight. He struck out seven and walked three.
"If you have a sombrero, throw it to the sky!" Hall of Fame broadcaster Vin Scully exclaimed in his game call.
Nicknamed "El Toro" by the fans, Valenzuela had an unorthodox and memorable pitching motion that included looking skyward at the apex of each windup. His repertoire included a screwball -- making him one of the few pitchers of his era who threw that pitch regularly. It was taught to him by teammate Bobby Castillo after the Dodgers felt Valenzuela, who wasn't known as a hard thrower, needed another pitch.

    


Early in his Dodgers career, Valenzuela spoke little English and had trouble communicating with his catchers. Rookie Mike Scioscia learned Spanish and became Valenzuela's personal catcher before becoming the team's full-time catcher.
Valenzuela was a better-than-average hitter, with 10 career home runs.
Eventually, his pitching was compromised by nagging shoulder problems that kept him out of the 1988 postseason, when the Dodgers won the World Series.
The team released Valenzuela just before the 1991 season. He also pitched for the former California Angels, Baltimore Orioles, Philadelphia Phillies, San Diego Padres and St. Louis Cardinals.

    


He retired in 1997, going 173-153 with a 3.54 ERA in 17 seasons, the all-time major league leader in wins and strikeouts (2,074) by a Mexican-born player. In 11 seasons with the Dodgers, he was 141-116 with a 3.31 ERA.
After retiring from MLB, Valenzuela remained active in Mexico's winter league. He played for the Aguilas de Mexicali in the Pacific League until he was 44. He retired on Dec. 20, 2006.
"We regret the passing of a Mexican baseball legend, his legacy will remain forever in our league and in the heart of our fans," the league said in a statement.
The baseball summer league as well other sports entities in Mexico, including the Mexican Soccer Federation and the National Sports Commission, also mourned his death.
"I think we, all Mexicans, are sad for the Valenzuela loss, and we express our solidarity with his family," new Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum said at her daily news conference.
Valenzuela is not only considered Mexico's greatest baseball player, but he also is widely considered one of its top three athletes of all time, along with soccer player Hugo Sanchez and boxer Julio Cesar Chavez.
"It's a sad night. The news has shocked me, my soul and my spirit, it's a tremendous loss," said Sanchez, now a sports analyst for ESPN. "He was a symbol for Mexican sports during a historic moment."
Valenzuela's rise from his tiny hometown of Etchohuaquila in the Mexican state of Sonora to stardom in the U.S. was improbable. He was the youngest child in a large family who tagged along when his older brothers played baseball.
He signed his first pro contract at age 16, and soon began overpowering older players in the Mexican Central League.
In 1978, legendary Dodgers scout Mike Brito was in Mexico to watch a shortstop when Valenzuela entered the game as a reliever. He immediately commanded Brito's attention and at age 18, Valenzuela signed with the Dodgers in 1979. He was sent to the California League that same year.
In 1980, Valenzuela was called up to the Dodgers in September and soon made his big league debut as a reliever.
He remains the only pitcher in MLB history to win the Cy Young and Rookie of the Year awards in the same season. The left-hander was the National League's starting pitcher in the All-Star Game in 1981, the same year the Dodgers won the World Series.
During his career, he made the cover of Sports Illustrated and visited the White House.
In 2003, Valenzuela returned to the Dodgers as the Spanish-language radio color commentator for NL games. Twelve years later, he switched to the color commentator job on the team's Spanish-language TV feed.
"He consistently supported the growth of the game through the World Baseball Classic and at MLB events across his home country," Manfred said in a statement. "As a member of the Dodger broadcasting team for more than 20 years, Fernando helped to reach a new generation of fans and cultivate their love of the game. Fernando will always remain a beloved figure in Dodger history and a special source of pride for the millions of Latino fans he inspired."
He was inducted into the Mexican Professional Baseball Hall of Fame in 2014. Five years later, the Mexican League retired Valenzuela's No. 34 jersey. The Dodgers followed in 2023 after keeping his number out of circulation since he last pitched for the team in 1991. The team has a rule that requires a player to be in the Baseball Hall of Fame before the Dodgers retire his number, but they made an exception for Valenzuela.
The Dodgers named Valenzuela as part of the "Legends of Dodger Baseball" in 2019 and inducted him into the team's Ring of Honor in 2023.
He became a U.S. citizen in 2015.
Valenzuela served on the coaching staff for Mexico during the World Baseball Classic in 2006, 2009, 2013 and 2017. He was a part-owner of the Mexican League team Tigres de Quintana Roo, with son Fernando Jr. serving as team president and son Ricky serving as general manager. Fernando Jr. played in the San Diego Padres and Chicago White Sox organizations as a first baseman.
"To talk about Mexican baseball is to talk about Fernando Valenzuela. Thank you for putting Mexico's name high," Baseball's National Teams Committee said on X. "We join the Valenzuela Burgos family in their sorrow."

In addition to his sons, he is survived by his wife, Linda, who was a schoolteacher from Mexico whom he married in 1981, and daughters Linda and Maria as well as seven grandchildren.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/MLB

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/dodgers-fernando-valenzuela-dead-03caebce1554591aed06b4a1672334bd
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            The sensational trial of 50 men accused of raping an unwitting and unconscious French woman who was repeatedly drugged by her husband has exposed what critics say is a dark rape culture in the country. Gisele Pelicot testified again Wednesday, for an hour and a half. The trial, which started September 2 and isn't expected to conclude until December, has exposed how pornography, chatrooms and men's disdain for or hazy understanding of consent is fueling rape culture.
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            FILE - A man rides a bicycle in front of a banner reading: "A rape is a rape," in Avignon, southern France, on Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly, File)
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            FILE - Police officers walk in the Avignon court house prior to the trial of Dominique Pelicot, in Avignon, southern France, on Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly, File)
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            FILE - This courtroom sketch by Valentin Pasquier shows Gisele Pelicot, left, and her ex-husband Dominique Pelicot, right, during his trial, at the Avignon court house, in Avignon, southern France, on Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Valentin Pasquier, File)
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            FILE - Gisele Pelicot speaks to media as she leaves the Avignon court house, southern France, on Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly, File)
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            FILE - Gisele Pelicot, center left, leaves the Avignon court house with her sons, David, left, Florian, center background and her lawyer Stephane Babonneau, right, in Avignon, southern France, on Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly, File)
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            FILE - Gisele Pelicot, who was allegedly drugged by her now ex-husband so that she could be raped while unconscious by other men, leaves the court house, in Avignon, southern France, on Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly, File)
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            FILE - Gisele Pelicot, center, who was allegedly drugged by her now ex-husband so that she could be raped while unconscious by other men, leaves the court house, in Avignon, southern France, on Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly, File)
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            FILE - A man rides a bicycle in front of a banner reading: "A rape is a rape," in Avignon, southern France, on Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly, File)
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            FILE - Police officers walk in the Avignon court house prior to the trial of Dominique Pelicot, in Avignon, southern France, on Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly, File)
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            FILE - This courtroom sketch by Valentin Pasquier shows Gisele Pelicot, left, and her ex-husband Dominique Pelicot, right, during his trial, at the Avignon court house, in Avignon, southern France, on Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Valentin Pasquier, File)
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            FILE - Gisele Pelicot speaks to media as she leaves the Avignon court house, southern France, on Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly, File)
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            FILE - Gisele Pelicot, center left, leaves the Avignon court house with her sons, David, left, Florian, center background and her lawyer Stephane Babonneau, right, in Avignon, southern France, on Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly, File)
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            FILE - Gisele Pelicot, who was allegedly drugged by her now ex-husband so that she could be raped while unconscious by other men, leaves the court house, in Avignon, southern France, on Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly, File)
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            FILE - Gisele Pelicot, center, who was allegedly drugged by her now ex-husband so that she could be raped while unconscious by other men, leaves the court house, in Avignon, southern France, on Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly, File)
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                                        AVIGNON, France (AP) -- They are, on the face of it, the most ordinary of men. Yet they're all on trial charged with rape. Fathers, grandfathers, husbands, workers and retirees -- 50 in all -- accused of taking turns on the drugged and inert body of Gisele Pelicot while her husband recorded the horror for his swelling private video library.
The harrowing and unprecedented trial in France is exposing how pornography, chatrooms and men's disdain for or hazy understanding of consent is fueling rape culture. The horror isn't simply that Dominique Pelicot, in his own words, arranged for men to rape his wife, it's that he also had no difficulty finding dozens of them to take part.
Among the nearly two dozen defendants who testified during the trial's first seven weeks was Ahmed T. -- French defendants' full last names are generally withheld until conviction. The married plumber with three kids and five grandchildren said he wasn't particularly alarmed that Pelicot wasn't moving when he visited her and her now-ex-husband's house in the small Provence town of Mazan in 2019. 

    


It reminded him of porn he had watched featuring women who "pretend to be asleep and don't react," he said.




Like him, many other defendants told the court that they couldn't have imagined that Dominique Pelicot was drugging his wife, and that they were told she was a willing participant acting out a kinky fantasy. Dominique Pelicot denied this, telling the court his co-defendants knew exactly what the situation was.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
For the first time since early in the trial, Gisele Pelicot spoke Wednesday about her husband's "immeasurable" betrayal, and expressed sympathy for the wives, mothers and sisters of his 50 co-defendants, French media reported.
"I always wanted to pull you up, toward the light," she said, addressing her ex-husband. "You have chosen the depths of the human soul."

    


Celine Piques, a spokesperson of the feminist group Osez le Feminisme!, or Dare Feminism! said she's convinced that many of the men on trial were inspired or perverted by porn, including videos found on popular websites. Although some sites have started cracking down on search terms such as "unconscious," hundreds of videos of men having sex with seemingly passed out women can be found online, she said. 
Piques was particularly struck by the testimony of a tech expert at the trial who had found the search terms "asleep porn" on Dominique Pelicot's computer.
Last year, French authorities registered 114,000 victims of sexual violence, including more than 25,000 reported rapes. But experts say most rapes go unreported due to a lack of tangible evidence: About 80% of women don't press charges, and 80% of the ones who do see their case dropped before it is investigated.
In stark contrast, the trial has been unique in its scope, nature and openness to the public at the victim's insistence.
After a store security guard caught Pelicot shooting video up unsuspecting women's skirts in 2020, police searched his home and found thousands of pornographic photos and videos on his phone, laptop and USB stick. Dominique Pelicot later said he had recorded and stored the sexual encounters of each of his guests, and neatly organized them in separate files.

    


Among those he had over was Mahdi D., who testified that when he left home on the night of Oct. 5, 2018, he didn't intend to rape anyone.
"I thought she was asleep," the 36-year-old transportation worker told the panel of five judges, referring to Gisele Pelicot, who has attended nearly every day of the trial and has become a hero to many sexual abuse victims for insisting that it be public.
"I grant you that you did not leave with the intention of raping anyone," the prosecutor told him. "But there in the room, it was you."
Like a few of the other men accused of raping Pelicot between 2011 and 2020, Mahdi D. acknowledged almost all of the facts presented against him. And he expressed remorse, telling the judges, "She is a victim. We can't imagine what she went through. She was destroyed."

    


But he wouldn't call it rape, even if admitting that it was might get him a lighter sentence. That led prosecutors to ask the court to screen the graphic videos of Mahdi D.'s visit to the Pelicot home.
In June, authorities took down the chatroom where they say Dominique Pelicot and his co-defendants met. Since the trial started on Sept. 2, it has resonated far beyond the Avignon courtroom's walls, sparking protests in French cities big and small and inspiring a steady flow of opinion pieces and open letters penned by journalists, philosophers and activists.
It has also drawn curious visitors to the city in southeastern France, such as Florence Nack, her husband and 23-year-old daughter, who made the trip from Switzerland to witness the "historical trial." 
Nack, who noted that she, too, was a victim of sexual violence, said she was disturbed by the testimony of 43-year-old trucker Cyprien C., a defendant who spoke that day in court.

    


Asked by the head judge, Roger Arata, whether he recognized the facts, Cyprien C. answered that he "did not contest the sexual act."
"And the rape?" Arata pressed. The defendant stood silently before eventually responding, "I can't answer."
Arata then began to describe what was on the videos implicating him. They are only shown as a last resort and on a case-by-case basis. But for many in the courtroom, such detailed descriptions can last several minutes and be just as heavy as watching them. Gisele Pelicot, who is in her early 70s, has chosen to remain in the courtroom while the videos are shown. Unable to watch, she usually closes her eyes, stares at the floor, or buries her face in her hands.
Experts and groups working to combat sexual violence say the defendants' unwillingness or inability to admit to rape speaks loudly to taboos and stereotypes that persist in French society.
For Magali Lafourcade, a judge and general secretary of the National Consultative Commission of Human Rights who isn't involved in the trial, popular culture has given people the wrong idea about what rapists look like and how they operate.
"It's the idea of a hooded man with a knife whom you don't know and is waiting for you in a place that is not a private place," she said, noting that this "is miles away from the sociological, criminological reality of rape."
Two-thirds of rapes take place at private homes, and in a vast majority of cases, victims know their rapists, Lafourcade said.
It can be difficult at times to reconcile the facts with the personalities of the accused -- described by loved ones as loving, generous and considerate companions, brothers and fathers.
Cyril B.'s tearful older sister told the court: "It's my brother, I love him. He's not a mean person." His partner insisted that he isn't "macho" and that he had never forced her to do anything sexually that she wasn't comfortable with.
Although Lafourcade doesn't believe "all men are rapists," as some believe the trial shows, she said that unlike the #MeToo accusations that have ensnared French celebrities, the Pelicot case "makes us understand that in fact rapists could be everyone."

"For once, they're not monsters -- they're not serial killers on the margin of society. They are men who resemble those we love," she said. "In this sense, there is something revolutionary."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/france-pelicot-trial-rape-culture-b846c0258e90daed7989693ef308547c
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Floods in Philippines kill at least 9 and trap others on roofs as storm approaches
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            Torrential rain set off by an approaching tropical storm swamped eastern Philippine cities and towns overnight into Wednesday in widespread flooding that trapped people, some on their roofs, and sparked frantic appeals for rescue boats and trucks, officials said Wednesday.
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            A resident swims despite the strong waves caused by Tropical Storm Trami in Manila, Philippines Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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            A resident walks beside a truck buried by volcanic mud that flowed down from Mayon volcano after heavy rains caused by Tropical Storm Trami hit Guinobatan town, Albay province, Philippines on Wednesday Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/John Michael Magdasoc)
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            Residents are ferried on a rubber boat after being rescued from their roofs where they stayed to avoid high floods caused by Tropical Storm Trami hit Libon town, Albay province, Philippines on Wednesday Oct. 23, 2024. (Michelle Ricasio via AP)
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            Residents walk along a muddied road as they start cleaning their area after floods caused by Tropical Trami, locally named Kristine, in Polangui, Albay province, Philippines on Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/John Michael Magdasoc)
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            Debris from damages are gathered along a bridge after floods caused by Tropical Trami, locally named Kristine, hit Polangui, Albay province, Philippines on Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/John Michael Magdasoc)
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            A resident collects mud as they start cleaning their area after floods caused by Tropical Trami, locally named Kristine, in Polangui, Albay province, Philippines on Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/John Michael Magdasoc)
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            Residents pass by a muddied road after floods caused by Tropical Trami hit Polangui town, Albay province, Philippines Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/John Michael Magdasoc)
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            In this photo provided by the Philippine Coast Guard, residents wait on top of their roofs to avoid floods caused by Tropical Storm Trami in Libon, Albay province, Philippines on Wednesday Oct. 23, 2024. (Philippine Coast Guard via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the Philippine Coast Guard, rescuers carry a resident to safer grounds as they navigate floods caused by Tropical Storm Trami in Guinobatan, Albay province, Philippines Tuesday Oct. 22, 2024. (Philippine Coast Guard via AP)
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            Debris from a damaged road and electric posts caused by Tropical Trami, locally named Kristine, in Polangui, Albay province, Philippines on Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/John Michael Magdasoc)
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            Residents collect mud as they start cleaning their area after floods caused by Tropical Trami, locally named Kristine, hit in Polangui, Albay province, Philippines on Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/John Michael Magdasoc)
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            A man wades in floods outside his house caused by Tropical Trami, locally named Kristine, in Polangui, Albay province, Philippines on Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/John Michael Magdasoc)
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            Residents negotiate a road covered with volcanic mud that flowed down from Mayon volcano after heavy rains caused by Tropical Storm Trami hit Guinobatan town, Albay province, Philippines on Wednesday Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/John Michael Magdasoc)
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            A resident swims despite the strong waves caused by Tropical Storm Trami in Manila, Philippines Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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            A resident walks beside a truck buried by volcanic mud that flowed down from Mayon volcano after heavy rains caused by Tropical Storm Trami hit Guinobatan town, Albay province, Philippines on Wednesday Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/John Michael Magdasoc)
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            Residents are ferried on a rubber boat after being rescued from their roofs where they stayed to avoid high floods caused by Tropical Storm Trami hit Libon town, Albay province, Philippines on Wednesday Oct. 23, 2024. (Michelle Ricasio via AP)
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            Residents walk along a muddied road as they start cleaning their area after floods caused by Tropical Trami, locally named Kristine, in Polangui, Albay province, Philippines on Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/John Michael Magdasoc)
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            Debris from damages are gathered along a bridge after floods caused by Tropical Trami, locally named Kristine, hit Polangui, Albay province, Philippines on Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/John Michael Magdasoc)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 14

                                    
                                    A resident collects mud as they start cleaning their area after floods caused by Tropical Trami, locally named Kristine, in Polangui, Albay province, Philippines on Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/John Michael Magdasoc)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 14 | 
            Residents pass by a muddied road after floods caused by Tropical Trami hit Polangui town, Albay province, Philippines Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/John Michael Magdasoc)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 14

                                    
                                    Residents pass by a muddied road after floods caused by Tropical Trami hit Polangui town, Albay province, Philippines Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/John Michael Magdasoc)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 14 | 
            In this photo provided by the Philippine Coast Guard, residents wait on top of their roofs to avoid floods caused by Tropical Storm Trami in Libon, Albay province, Philippines on Wednesday Oct. 23, 2024. (Philippine Coast Guard via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 14

                                    
                                    In this photo provided by the Philippine Coast Guard, residents wait on top of their roofs to avoid floods caused by Tropical Storm Trami in Libon, Albay province, Philippines on Wednesday Oct. 23, 2024. (Philippine Coast Guard via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 14 | 
            In this photo provided by the Philippine Coast Guard, rescuers carry a resident to safer grounds as they navigate floods caused by Tropical Storm Trami in Guinobatan, Albay province, Philippines Tuesday Oct. 22, 2024. (Philippine Coast Guard via AP)
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            Debris from a damaged road and electric posts caused by Tropical Trami, locally named Kristine, in Polangui, Albay province, Philippines on Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/John Michael Magdasoc)
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            Residents collect mud as they start cleaning their area after floods caused by Tropical Trami, locally named Kristine, hit in Polangui, Albay province, Philippines on Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/John Michael Magdasoc)
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            A man wades in floods outside his house caused by Tropical Trami, locally named Kristine, in Polangui, Albay province, Philippines on Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/John Michael Magdasoc)
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            Residents negotiate a road covered with volcanic mud that flowed down from Mayon volcano after heavy rains caused by Tropical Storm Trami hit Guinobatan town, Albay province, Philippines on Wednesday Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/John Michael Magdasoc)
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                                        MANILA, Philippines (AP) -- Torrential rain set off by an approaching tropical storm swamped the eastern Philippines with widespread flooding that killed at least nine people, trapped others on their roofs and sparked frantic appeals for help, officials said Wednesday.
The government shut down public schools and government offices -- except those urgently needed for disaster response -- on the entire main island of Luzon to protect millions of people as Tropical Storm Trami blew closer from the Pacific.
At least nine people died in five northeastern provinces and in the hard-hit city of Naga before the storm's expected landfall on the northeastern Philippine coast. Most of the deaths were caused by drowning and landslides, police and local officials said, adding that about seven were missing.
"People have been stuck on roofs of their houses for several hours now," former Vice President Leni Robredo, who lives in the northeastern city of Naga, said in a post on Facebook early Wednesday. "Many of our rescue trucks have stalled due to the floods."

    


Coast guard personnel have been rescuing residents in flooded villages in the eastern provinces of Sorsogon, Albay, Camarines Sur, Catanduanes and outlying regions since Tuesday, but provincial authorities said the number of rescue boats and personnel was not enough.




The storm was last tracked about 175 kilometers (109 miles) east of Echague town in the province of Isabela. It had strengthened with sustained winds of 95 kph (59 mph) per hour and gusts of up to 115 kph (71 mph).

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The storm was forecast to hit Isabela's coast Wednesday night to early Thursday, then barrel across northern Luzon before exiting to the South China Sea late Thursday.
Its wide rain band could dump up to 20 centimeters (8 inches) of rainwater in one day of intense downpours in the most vulnerable provinces on its path, according to state forecasters.

    


Thousands of villagers have evacuated to emergency shelters in northeastern provinces. Storm warnings were raised in more than 30 northern and central provinces, including in the densely populated capital of Manila, which was not in the storm's direct path but could be lashed by its pounding rains.
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. canceled all his appointments Wednesday and convened an emergency meeting to discuss disaster mitigation efforts, Communications Secretary Cesar Chavez said.
"The worst is yet to come, I'm afraid, so let's all prepare," Marcos said.
During the meeting, Defense Secretary Gilberto Teodoro said the military's aircraft and ships would be used for evacuations and disaster response. He said additional airlift power could be provided by friendly countries, including Singapore, if needed.
Thousands of passengers and cargo workers were stranded in several seaports after the coast guard said it suspended inter-island ferry services and barred fishing boats from venturing into the increasingly rough seas.
"We need national intervention," Rep. Luis Raymund Villafuerte of Camarines Sur province told DZRH radio network, saying his flood-prone province has about 50 rescue boats but needs about 200.

    


In Quezon province, Gov. Angelina Tan said floods in some areas reached up to 3 meters (nearly 10 feet) and at least 8,000 villagers have evacuated.
About 20 storms and typhoons batter the Philippines each year. The archipelago also lies in the "Pacific Ring of Fire," a region along most of the Pacific Ocean rim where many volcanic eruptions and earthquakes occur, making the Southeast Asian nation one of the world's most disaster-prone.

In 2013, Typhoon Haiyan, one of the strongest recorded tropical cyclones in the world, left more than 7,300 people dead or missing, flattened entire villages, swept ships inland and displaced more than 5 million in the central Philippines.
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            Trump kicked off his rally in Greensboro, North Carolina, by asking his audience if they're better off now than they were four years ago. (AP video by Erik Verduzco)
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 6 | 
            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump dances at a campaign rally at Greensboro Coliseum, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Greensboro, N.C. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump gestures at a campaign rally at Greensboro Coliseum, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Greensboro, N.C. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                        GREENSBORO, N.C. (AP) -- Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump unleashed a series of personal attacks at Vice President Kamala Harris, calling her "lazy" -- a word long used to demean Black people in racist terms -- and repeatedly questioning her intelligence and stamina. 
At an event Tuesday in Miami aimed at courting Latino voters, Trump said he said Harris was "lazy as hell" for not holding a campaign event. Trump's comments ignored that Harris spent her day in meetings in Washington and recording interviews with Telemundo and NBC. He referred to the first woman of color to lead a major party ticket as "slow" and having a "low IQ."
Later in the day during a rally in Greensboro, North Carolina, he called Harris a "stupid person" and went on to ask: "Does she drink? Is she on drugs?" 
Tuesday marked the first day in more than two weeks that Harris had no public events scheduled after a run of more than 14 consecutive days of travel to political events in pivotal states, including a three-state run on Monday, starting in Pennsylvania, continuing to Michigan and ending in Wisconsin. 

    


Yet Trump signaled he will lean harder into disparaging Harris during the remaining two weeks before Election Day, despite the urging of allies who have repeatedly suggested he should steer clear of personal attacks including references to her race and gender.




He, however, implied that Harris, a onetime California attorney general and U.S. senator, became the Democratic nominee because of her race and gender.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"She's running because they want to be politically correct," Trump said. 
Trump campaign spokesperson Steven Cheung said the former president's criticisms had "nothing to do with her race or gender."
"It's simply because she has no respect for the American people and takes voters for granted," Cheung said in a statement Wednesday.
The Harris campaign did not immediately respond to a request for comment on the "lazy" comment. However, Ian Sams, a spokesperson for Harris, noted that Trump canceled a Tuesday afternoon town hall with allies Robert F. Kennedy Jr. and former U.S. Rep. Tulsi Gabbard before his evening rally in North Carolina.

    


"Donald Trump continuing his recent trend of canceling campaign events... With just two weeks to go...," wrote Sams on X. "Granted, this one seemed like a real peach, so don't blame them for wanting to call it off!"
The former president has questioned the work ethic of various opponents throughout his career. He accused President Joe Biden in 2020 of campaigning from his basement, even as Trump continued to hold large events during the COVID-19 pandemic, and in 2016 routinely called Democrat Hillary Clinton physically weak and low-energy. He also accused both of being under the influence of drugs.
Trump has also engaged in questioning people's racial backgrounds -- including Harris' -- and racial dog whistles and overtly racist rhetoric have been fixtures of Trump's public life.
The federal government sued Trump for allegedly discriminating against Black apartment seekers in the 1970s. In the 1980s, Trump purchased a full-page ad in the New York Times calling for the reinstatement of the death penalty after five Black and Latino teenagers, known then as the Central Park Five, were accused of raping and beating a white woman jogger in New York City. The five said they confessed to the crimes under duress, later recanted, and pleaded not guilty in court. They were convicted after jury trials, but the convictions were vacated in 2002 after another person confessed to the crime.

    


Recently, the men, now known as the Exonerated Five, filed a lawsuit on Monday against Trump. They accused Trump of making "false and defamatory statements" against them in his debate with Harris last month in which Trump wrongly stated that the victim was killed and that the wrongly accused suspects had pleaded guilty.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Using the term "lazy" to describe Harris, who is Black and of South Asian descent, evokes tropes that paint Black Americans as lazy, unsophisticated, submissive or inept.

    


Such stereotypes have been pervasive throughout American history. According to the National Museum of African American History and Culture, the stereotypes had a purpose and "were used to help commodify black bodies and justify the business of slavery." 
"Yet laziness, as well as characteristics of submissiveness, backwardness, lewdness, treachery, and dishonesty, historically became stereotypes assigned to African Americans," the institution found.
In several of his personal attacks on Harris, including the reference to drinking, Trump appeared to be referencing falsehoods or unsubstantiated claims spreading online in far-right circles. Trump has repeatedly amplified debunked or unproven claims, perhaps most notably when he claimed during his debate with Harris that Haitian immigrants in Springfield, Ohio, were eating dogs and cats. Officials in Springfield have said the claims are not true.


    


Trump has also associated with people who spread conspiracy theories, including right-wing provocateur Laura Loomer, who traveled with him to the presidential debate and several 9/11 memorial events. He declined at a press conference last month to denounce Loomer, saying she's "been a supporter of mine."
___
Beaumont reported from Des Moines, Iowa. Associated Press writer Matt Brown in Washington contributed to this report.
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            LeBron James described playing with his son Bronny on the Lakers as "like being in The Matrix," feeling surreal to share the court with him in uniform for the first time. 
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            Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James (23) passes to guard Bronny James (9) during the first half of an NBA basketball game against the Minnesota Timberwolves, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 15 | 
            Los Angeles Lakers guard Bronny James (9) handles the ball during the first half of an NBA basketball game against the Minnesota Timberwolves, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James (23) and guard Bronny James (9) stand on the court during the first half of an NBA basketball game against the Minnesota Timberwolves, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 15 | 
            Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James (23) and guard Bronny James (9) stand on the court during the first half of an NBA basketball game against the Minnesota Timberwolves, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Minnesota Timberwolves forward Julius Randle (30) works toward the basket as Los Angeles Lakers guard Bronny James, center, and forward Anthony Davis defend during the first half of an NBA basketball game, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James (23) looks to pass to guard Bronny James (9) during the first half of an NBA basketball game against the Minnesota Timberwolves, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James guard Bronny James watch play during the first half of an NBA basketball game against the Minnesota Timberwolves, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James, left, and guard Bronny James warm up before an NBA basketball game against the Minnesota Timberwolves, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James, left, and guard Bronny James warm up before an NBA basketball game against the Minnesota Timberwolves, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James (23) blocks a shot attempt by Minnesota Timberwolves forward Jaden McDaniels (3) during the first half of an NBA basketball game, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Los Angeles Lakers guard Bronny James warms up before an NBA basketball game against the Minnesota Timberwolves, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James (23) guard Bronny James watch play during the first half of an NBA basketball game against the Minnesota Timberwolves, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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                                    LeBron James described playing with his son Bronny on the Lakers as "like being in The Matrix," feeling surreal to share the court with him in uniform for the first time. 
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            Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James (23) passes to guard Bronny James (9) during the first half of an NBA basketball game against the Minnesota Timberwolves, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Los Angeles Lakers guard Bronny James (9) handles the ball during the first half of an NBA basketball game against the Minnesota Timberwolves, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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                                    Los Angeles Lakers guard Bronny James (9) handles the ball during the first half of an NBA basketball game against the Minnesota Timberwolves, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James (23) and guard Bronny James (9) stand on the court during the first half of an NBA basketball game against the Minnesota Timberwolves, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James (23) and guard Bronny James (9) stand on the court during the first half of an NBA basketball game against the Minnesota Timberwolves, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Minnesota Timberwolves forward Julius Randle (30) works toward the basket as Los Angeles Lakers guard Bronny James, center, and forward Anthony Davis defend during the first half of an NBA basketball game, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James (23) looks to pass to guard Bronny James (9) during the first half of an NBA basketball game against the Minnesota Timberwolves, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James guard Bronny James watch play during the first half of an NBA basketball game against the Minnesota Timberwolves, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James, left, and guard Bronny James warm up before an NBA basketball game against the Minnesota Timberwolves, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James, left, and guard Bronny James warm up before an NBA basketball game against the Minnesota Timberwolves, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James (23) blocks a shot attempt by Minnesota Timberwolves forward Jaden McDaniels (3) during the first half of an NBA basketball game, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James, left, and guard Bronny James warm up before an NBA basketball game against the Minnesota Timberwolves, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Los Angeles Lakers guard Bronny James, left, sits with a team member before an NBA basketball game against the Minnesota Timberwolves, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Los Angeles Lakers guard Bronny James warms up before an NBA basketball game against the Minnesota Timberwolves, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James (23) guard Bronny James watch play during the first half of an NBA basketball game against the Minnesota Timberwolves, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    15 of 15

                                    
                                    Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James (23) guard Bronny James watch play during the first half of an NBA basketball game against the Minnesota Timberwolves, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            GREG BEACHAM

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- LeBron James gave his 20-year-old son a pep talk before they rose from the Lakers bench. Amid rising cheers, they walked together to the scorer's table -- and then they stepped straight into basketball history.
LeBron and Bronny became the first father and son to play in the NBA together Tuesday night during the Los Angeles Lakers ' season opener, fulfilling a dream set out a few years ago by LeBron, the top scorer in league history.
"That moment, us being at the scorer's table together and checking in together, it's a moment I'm never going to forget," LeBron said. "No matter how old I get, no matter how my memory may fade as I get older or whatever, I will never forget that moment."
Father and son checked into the game against Minnesota simultaneously with four minutes left in the second quarter, prompting a big ovation from a home crowd aware of the enormity of the milestone. The 39-year-old LeBron had already started the game and played 13 minutes before he teamed up with his 20-year-old son for about 2 1/2 minutes of action.

    


LeBron James is one of the greatest players in NBA history, a four-time champion and 20-time All-Star, while LeBron James Jr. was a second-round pick by the Lakers last summer. They are the first father and son to play in the world's top basketball league at the same time, let alone on the same team.




"Y'all ready? You see the intensity, right? Just play carefree, though," father told son on the bench before they checked in, an exchange captured by the TNT cameras and microphones. "Don't worry about mistakes. Just go out and play hard."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Their time on court together was fast and furious, just as LeBron promised.
LeBron, who finished the night with 16 points, missed two perimeter shots before making a dunk. Bronny had an early offensive rebound and missed a tip-in, and his first NBA jump shot moments later was a 3-pointer that came up just short. He checked out one possession later with 1:19 left in the second quarter, getting another ovation.

    


Bronny didn't play again in the Lakers' 110-103 victory over the Timberwolves.
"(I) tried not to focus on everything that's going on around me, and tried to focus on going in as a rookie and not trying to mess up," Bronny said. "But yeah, I totally did feel the energy, and I appreciate Laker Nation for showing the support for me and my dad."
After the final whistle on the Lakers' first opening-night victory in LeBron's seven seasons with the team, father and son also headed to the locker room together -- but not before stopping in the tunnel to hug Savannah James, LeBron's wife and Bronny's mother. The entire family was in attendance to watch history -- on little sister Zhuri's 10th birthday, no less.
Ken Griffey Sr. and Ken Griffey Jr. also were courtside at the Lakers' downtown arena to witness the same history they made in Major League Baseball. The two sluggers played 51 games together for the Seattle Mariners in 1990 and 1991 as baseball's first father-son duo.
The Jameses and the Griffeys met during pregame warmups for some photos and a warm chat between two remarkable family lines.

    


LeBron first spoke about his dream to play alongside Bronny a few years ago, while his oldest son was still in high school. The dream became real after Bronny entered the draft as a teenager following one collegiate season, and the Lakers grabbed him with the 55th overall pick.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"I talked about it years and years ago, and for this moment to come, it's pretty cool," LeBron said. "I don't know if it's going to actually hit the both of us for a little minute, but when we really get to sit back and take it in, it's pretty crazy. ... But in the moment, we still had a job to do when we checked in. We wasn't trying to make it a circus. We wasn't trying to make it about us. We wanted to make it about the team."
LeBron and Bronny joined a small club of father-son professional athletes who played together. The Griffeys made history 34 years ago, and they even homered in the same game on Sept. 14, 1990.

    


Baseball Hall of Famer Tim Raines and his namesake son also accomplished the feat with the Baltimore Orioles in 2001.
In hockey, Gordie Howe played alongside his two sons, Mark and Marty, with the WHA's Houston Aeros and Team Canada before one NHL season together on the Hartford Whalers in 1979-80, when Gordie was 51.
While the other family pairings on this list happened late in the fathers' careers, LeBron shows no signs of slowing down or regressing as he begins his NBA record-tying 22nd season.
LeBron averaged more than 25 points per game last year for his 20th consecutive season, and he remains the most important player on the Lakers alongside Anthony Davis as they attempt to recapture the form that won a championship in 2020 and got them to the Western Conference finals in 2023.

    


Bronny survived cardiac arrest and open heart surgery in the summer of 2023, and he went on to play a truncated freshman season at the University of Southern California. He declared for the draft anyway, and the Lakers eagerly used the fourth-to-last pick in the draft on the 6-foot-2 guard.
LeBron spent the summer in Europe with the gold medal-winning U.S. team at the Paris Olympics, while Bronny played for the Lakers in summer league. They started practicing together with the Lakers before training camp.
The duo first played together in the preseason, logging four minutes during a game against Phoenix just outside Palm Springs earlier this month.
"It's been a treat," LeBron said at Tuesday's morning shootaround. "In preseason, the practices, just every day ... bringing him up to speed of what this professional life is all about, and how to prepare every day as a professional."
The Lakers were fully aware of the history they would make with this pairing, and coach JJ Redick spoke with the Jameses recently about a plan to make it happen early in the regular season.
The presence of the Griffeys likely made it an inevitability for opening night, even though Redick said the Lakers still wanted it "to happen naturally, in the flow of the game."
The Lakers have declined to speculate on how long Bronny will stay on their NBA roster. Los Angeles already has three other small guards on its roster, and Bronny likely needs regular playing time to raise his game to a consistent NBA standard.
Those factors add up to indicate Bronny is likely to join the affiliate South Bay Lakers of the G League at some point soon. LeBron and Redick have both spoken positively about the South Bay team, saying that player development is a key part of the Lakers organization.
Miami forward Kevin Love, who knew all the James children -- Bronny, Bryce and Zhuri -- from his time as LeBron's teammate in Cleveland, said it was "an unbelievable moment" to see father and son playing together.

"I grew up a Mariners fan, so I got to see Griffey and then Griffey Sr. But this is different, because LeBron is still a top-five player in the league," Love said. "This game, man. It's why we have that ($76 billion) TV deal. The storylines and the things that happen like this, it's an unbelievable story. This is really cool to see."
___
AP Basketball Writer Tim Reynolds in Miami contributed.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/NBA
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on Wednesday Israel needs to pursue an "enduring strategic success" after its recent tactical victories against Hamas, urging it to seek a deal to end the war and bring back dozens of hostages.
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks with members of the media at Ben Gurion International Airport before departing for Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, in Tel Aviv, Israel Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Nathan Howard/Pool Photo via AP)
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken waves as he departs for Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, from Ben Gurion International Airport in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Nathan Howard/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Israel's Iron Dome anti-missile system fires to intercept as air raid sirens sound in Tel Aviv, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Nathan Howard/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Israel's Iron Dome anti-missile system fires to intercept as air raid sirens sound in Tel Aviv, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Nathan Howard/Pool Photo via AP)
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken looks as he arrives at Ben Gurion International Airport before departing for Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Nathan Howard/Pool Photo via AP)
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken waves as he departs for Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, from Ben Gurion International Airport in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Nathan Howard/Pool Photo via AP)
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken waves as he departs for Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, from Ben Gurion International Airport in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Nathan Howard/Pool Photo via AP)
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks with members of the media as he arrives at Ben Gurion International Airport before departing for Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Nathan Howard/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on Wednesday Israel needs to pursue an "enduring strategic success" after its recent tactical victories against Hamas, urging it to seek a deal to end the war and bring back dozens of hostages.
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                                        TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) -- Secretary of State Antony Blinken said Wednesday that Israel needs to pursue an "enduring strategic success" in Gaza after its tactical victories against Hamas, urging it to seek a deal that would end the war and bring back dozens of hostages.
He spoke before traveling from Israel to Saudi Arabia on his 11th visit to the region since the war began. Air raid sirens sounded in Tel Aviv shortly before his departure as Israel intercepted two projectiles fired from Lebanon -- the latest in Israel's war with Hezbollah -- and a puff of smoke could be seen in the sky from Blinken's hotel.
"Israel has achieved most of the strategic objectives when it comes to Gaza," Blinken told reporters before boarding his plane. "Now is the time to turn those successes into an enduring strategic success."
"There really are two things left to do: Get the hostages home and bring the war to an end with an understanding of what will follow," he said.
Meanwhile, officials with the U.S., Israel and Egypt confirmed that a proposal for a limited cease-fire and hostage release has been discussed in recent days.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
No sign of a breakthrough after killing of Hamas leader
The United States sees a new opportunity to revive cease-fire efforts after the killing of top Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar by Israeli forces in Gaza last week. But there's no indication that the warring parties have modified their demands since talks stalled over the summer.
There was also no immediate sign of a breakthrough after Blinken met with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and other top Israeli officials on Tuesday.
Israel blamed the failure of talks on Sinwar's hard-line stance, but Hamas says its demands for a lasting cease-fire, full Israeli withdrawal and the release of a large number of Palestinian prisoners have not changed. Hamas blamed the failure of the talks on Israel's demand for a lasting military presence in parts of Gaza.

    


Talk of a more limited cease-fire and hostage release
Egypt has suggested the possibility of a short pause in fighting in which Hamas would release a handful of hostages and humanitarian aid deliveries would be increased, especially in northern Gaza, an Egyptian official told The Associated Press.
The official, who was not authorized to brief media and spoke on condition of anonymity, said Egypt and fellow mediator Qatar had discussed the idea with the United States but it was not yet a firm proposal.
A senior State Department official confirmed that a proposal for a limited hostage release has been discussed in recent days but that no determination had been made, even after Blinken's meetings with Israeli officials and families of the hostages on Tuesday.
An Israeli official said Israel's Security Cabinet had discussed an Egyptian initiative centered on a 12-day cease-fire and the release of six hostages. The official spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss the closed-door talks.
There was no immediate comment from Hamas, which has rejected such ideas in the past, saying it is intent on ending the war. It is still holding around 100 hostages captured in its Oct. 7, 2023, attack that triggered the war, around a third of whom are believed to be dead.

    


Israel is warned on aid during offensive in northern Gaza
Israel has dramatically reduced the amount of humanitarian aid allowed into Gaza as it wages another major operation in the territory's hard-hit north.
Blinken reiterated a warning that hindering humanitarian aid could force the U.S. to scale back the crucial military support it has provided to Israel since the war began. "There's progress made, which is good, but more progress needs to be made," he told reporters, without elaborating.
The U.N. humanitarian office says Israel has severely restricted aid operations since the start of its offensive in Jabaliya, a densely populated urban refugee camp in northern Gaza.
It said one critical mission, to rescue around 40 people trapped in the rubble in Jabaliya, had been repeatedly denied since Friday. Col. Elad Goren, a senior official with the Israeli military body that oversees civilian affairs in Gaza, said he was not aware of the request.
Speaking to reporters, Goren acknowledged disruptions in aid to the north in the first half of October but said they were related to the Jewish holidays and troop movements. He said people who were not evacuating Jabaliya had enough assistance from previous months to get by.

    


The U.N. estimates that 60,000 people have fled to Gaza City since the start of the operation in Jabaliya, the latest in a series of mass displacements.
Northern Gaza, including Gaza City, was the first target of Israel's ground operation and has been encircled by Israeli forces since late last year. Most of the population heeded Israeli warnings to flee to southern Gaza early in the war, but an estimated 400,000 people have stayed.
The north has been more heavily destroyed than other areas of Gaza, with entire neighborhoods obliterated. Israel has prevented Palestinians who fled the north from returning to their homes, a key demand from Hamas in the cease-fire talks.

    


US urges Israel to distance itself from 'Generals' Plan' for Gaza
The renewed offensive in the north has raised fears among Palestinians that Israel intends to implement a plan proposed by former generals in which civilians would be ordered to leave the north and anyone remaining would be starved out or killed.
Far-right ministers in Netanyahu's Cabinet say Israel should remain in Gaza and re-establish Jewish settlements there.
Blinken said the U.S. officials "fully reject" any Israeli reoccupation of Gaza and that it was not the policy of the Israeli government.
The State Department official said Blinken questioned Netanyahu and members of his government about the so-called Generals' Plan. The Israelis denied having such a plan and said the perception of it was damaging, the official said. The official said the Americans pressed the Israelis to publicly distance themselves from it.
Hamas-led militants killed some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducted another 250 when they stormed into southern Israel a year ago.

Israel's offensive has killed over 42,000 Palestinians, according to local health officials, who don't distinguish combatants from civilians but say more than half the dead are women and children. It has displaced around 90% of Gaza's population of 2.3 million, forcing hundreds of thousands into squalid tent camps.
___
Magdy reported from Cairo. Associated Press writer Julia Frankel in Jerusalem contributed.
___
Follow AP's Gaza coverage at  https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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            Donald John Trump is known as a real estate mogul, reality television star, the 45th president of the United States, and the Republican presidential nominee for the 2024 election.
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            FILE - Members of the Supreme Court sit for a new group portrait following the addition of Associate Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson, at the Supreme Court building in Washington, Oct. 7, 2022. Bottom row, from left, Associate Justice Sonia Sotomayor, Associate Justice Clarence Thomas, Chief Justice of the United States John Roberts, Associate Justice Samuel Alito, and Associate Justice Elena Kagan. Top row, from left, Associate Justice Amy Coney Barrett, Associate Justice Neil Gorsuch, Associate Justice Brett Kavanaugh, and Associate Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)
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            FILE - The Supreme Court is pictured, June 30, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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                                    Donald John Trump is known as a real estate mogul, reality television star, the 45th president of the United States, and the Republican presidential nominee for the 2024 election.
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            FILE - Members of the Supreme Court sit for a new group portrait following the addition of Associate Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson, at the Supreme Court building in Washington, Oct. 7, 2022. Bottom row, from left, Associate Justice Sonia Sotomayor, Associate Justice Clarence Thomas, Chief Justice of the United States John Roberts, Associate Justice Samuel Alito, and Associate Justice Elena Kagan. Top row, from left, Associate Justice Amy Coney Barrett, Associate Justice Neil Gorsuch, Associate Justice Brett Kavanaugh, and Associate Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Conservatives already have a supermajority on the Supreme Court as a result of Donald Trump's presidency. If Trump wins a second term, the right side of the court could retain control for several more decades.
Justices Clarence Thomas, 76, and Samuel Alito, 74, are the two oldest members of the court. Either, or both, could consider stepping down knowing that Trump, a Republican, would nominate replacements who might be three decades younger.
"With President Trump and a Republican Senate, we could have a generation of conservative justices on the bench in the Supreme Court," South Carolina Sen. Lindsey Graham, the top Republican on the Senate Judiciary Committee, recently wrote on X.
That's exactly what worries Christina Harvey, executive director of the progressive group Stand Up America. "The real key here is Trump prevention. If Trump wins again, he could solidify right-wing control of the Supreme Court for decades," Harvey said.

    


Yet the nation's highest court has a lower profile than it did in the past two presidential campaigns. That's despite an early summer ruling on presidential immunity that insured that Trump would not have to stand trial before the Nov. 5 election on charges of interference in the 2020 election and other consequential decisions on abortion, guns, affirmative action and the environment.




Both Trump and Democratic President Joe Biden used the prospect of Supreme Court nominations, which require Senate confirmation, to reassure key constituencies on their way to the White House.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In 2016, Trump put out lists of potential Supreme Court nominees that helped secure the enthusiastic backing of social conservatives. Four years later, Biden went to South Carolina, with its large share of Black Democratic primary voters, and pledged to name the first Black woman to the Supreme Court.
Biden followed through on his promise when he chose Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson in 2022.

    


Trump's three nominees, Justices Amy Coney Barrett, Neil Gorsuch and Brett Kavanaugh, cemented the conservative majority that in 2022 overturned Roe v. Wade, among other major decisions.
That ruling, colloquially known as Dobbs, has led to abortion bans or severe restrictions in many Republican-led states. But it also has fueled voter anger that produced unexpected Democratic electoral success two years ago and put abortion access on the ballot in 10 states this year. 
Vice President Kamala Harris, her party's White House nominee, has made reproductive rights a central theme of her campaign. 
The court? Less so.
While Harris also has embraced court changes put forward by Biden, including 18-year terms for justices instead of lifetime tenure and a binding ethics code, she doesn't talk much about those proposals at her campaign events.
Delivering a message on abortion is simple and direct, said Alex Badas, a political science professor at the University of Houston who has studied the court and campaigns. "The court is kind of esoteric," Badas said.
In addition, Badas said, "Trump has a conservative court. He doesn't need to bolster that as an issue. And Harris doesn't want to overcommit because once she becomes president, it's very unlikely she's going to be able to get the appointments needed to make the court a more moderate court, let alone a liberal court."

    


The oldest liberal justice is Sonia Sotomayor, who turned 70 in June. Even if she were to retire, giving Harris a vacancy to fill, it would do nothing to alter the ideological balance.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


The Supreme Court rarely takes center stage in presidential campaigns, which tend to focus on fundamental issues of war and peace, the economy and security.
But in 2016, the sudden death of Justice Antonin Scalia delivered a jolt to presidential politics, especially once the Republican-led Senate refused to consider President Barack Obama's nomination of Merrick Garland to the high court, which was otherwise split between four Democratic liberal appointees and four Republican conservatives. Garland is now Biden's attorney general.

    


"2016 was exceptional because not only did you have a vacancy, but there was actually a vacancy that could crucially move the court in one direction or another," said Christopher Schmidt, co-director at the Supreme Court institute at the Chicago-Kent College of Law.
The circumstances were somewhat similar to 1968, when Republican Richard Nixon's "law-and-order" campaign targeted the liberal Warren Court and the nation knew the next president would appoint Earl Warren's successor as chief justice, Schmidt said.

Biden's pledge that led to Jackson taking her place on the court also had a historical analogue, Republican Ronald Reagan's campaign promise to appoint the first woman. Eight months after Reagan took office, Sandra Day O'Connor took her judicial oath.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/supreme-court-presidential-election-trump-harris-ed91f084599d0f25b00f44bb71620528
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            A critically endangered crocodile species, once thought extinct in its Cambodian habitat, is clawing its way back thanks to painstaking conservation work. The hatching of clutches of critically endangered Siamese crocodiles is an unlikely comeback, aided by an even unlikelier ally. Crocodile farmers who had nearly hunted the species to extinction in the first place now play a vital role in providing purebred reptiles for captive breeding. (AP video shot by: Anton L. Delgato)
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            Siamese crocodile hatchlings rest together at a hatchling nursery in Phnom Tamao Zoo in Takeo province, Cambodia, on Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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            A zoo member holds a Siamese crocodile in the hatchling nursery at Phnom Tamao Zoo in Takeo province, Cambodia, on Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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            A crocodile sits in the hatchling nursery complex at Phnom Tamao Zoo in Takeo province, Cambodia, on Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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            Farm crocodiles swim in a pool at a crocodile farm in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, on Aug. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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            Farm crocodiles rest by a pool at a crocodile farm in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, on Aug. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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            A zoo member holds a crocodile baby at a hatchling nursery at Phnom Tamao Zoo in Takeo province, Cambodia, on Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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            Crocodile farmer Ry Lean, 73, speaks with The Associated Press at her home in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, on Aug. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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            Crocodile farmer Ry Lean, 73, speaks with The Associated Press at her home in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, on Aug. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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            Crocodile babies eat krill at Phnom Tamao Zoo in Takeo province, Cambodia, on Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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            Crocodile heads are displayed in crocodile farmers house in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, on Aug. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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            A pure-bred Siamese crocodile hatchling pokes its head out of its shell at Phnom Tamao in Cambodia's Takeo Province, on July 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Anton L. Delgado)
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            A pair of pure-bred Siamese crocodile hatchlings rest after breaking free from their shells in a conservation breeding center in Phnom Tamao, Cambodia's Takeo Province, on July 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Anton L. Delgado)
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            Crocodile babies are dried to be sold at a crocodile farmers shop in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, on Aug. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Aniruddha Ghosal)
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            Crocodile heads are displayed in a crocodile farmer's house in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, on Aug. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            16 of 21 | 
            Crocodile skins hang at a crocodile farmer's house in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, on Aug. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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            A crocodile is seen at a farm in Siem Reap Province, Cambodia, on Aug. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Aniruddha Ghosal)
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            A crocodile is seen at a crocodile farm in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, on Aug. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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            Carvings depicting crocodiles on a wall of Bayon Temple, near Cambodia's world-famous Angkor Wat Temple in Siem Reap Province, on Aug. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Aniruddha Ghosal)
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            Ry Lean, 73, a crocodile farmer sorts and stacks crocodile jerky for delivery, in Siem Reap Province, on Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Anton L. Delgado)
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            This shows siamese crocodile hatchlings in the incubation room of a conservation breeding center in Phnom Tamao, Cambodia's Takeo Province, on Aug. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Anton L. Delgado)
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            Siamese crocodile hatchlings rest together at a hatchling nursery in Phnom Tamao Zoo in Takeo province, Cambodia, on Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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            A zoo member holds a Siamese crocodile in the hatchling nursery at Phnom Tamao Zoo in Takeo province, Cambodia, on Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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            A crocodile sits in the hatchling nursery complex at Phnom Tamao Zoo in Takeo province, Cambodia, on Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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            Farm crocodiles swim in a pool at a crocodile farm in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, on Aug. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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            Farm crocodiles rest by a pool at a crocodile farm in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, on Aug. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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            A zoo member holds a crocodile baby at a hatchling nursery at Phnom Tamao Zoo in Takeo province, Cambodia, on Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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            Crocodile farmer Ry Lean, 73, speaks with The Associated Press at her home in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, on Aug. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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            Crocodile farmer Ry Lean, 73, speaks with The Associated Press at her home in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, on Aug. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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            Crocodile babies eat krill at Phnom Tamao Zoo in Takeo province, Cambodia, on Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 21

                                    
                                    Crocodile babies eat krill at Phnom Tamao Zoo in Takeo province, Cambodia, on Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 21 | 
            Crocodile heads are displayed in crocodile farmers house in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, on Aug. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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            A pure-bred Siamese crocodile hatchling pokes its head out of its shell at Phnom Tamao in Cambodia's Takeo Province, on July 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Anton L. Delgado)
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            A pair of pure-bred Siamese crocodile hatchlings rest after breaking free from their shells in a conservation breeding center in Phnom Tamao, Cambodia's Takeo Province, on July 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Anton L. Delgado)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 21

                                    
                                    A pair of pure-bred Siamese crocodile hatchlings rest after breaking free from their shells in a conservation breeding center in Phnom Tamao, Cambodia's Takeo Province, on July 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Anton L. Delgado)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 21 | 
            Crocodile babies are dried to be sold at a crocodile farmers shop in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, on Aug. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Aniruddha Ghosal)
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            Crocodile heads are displayed in a crocodile farmer's house in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, on Aug. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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            Crocodile skins hang at a crocodile farmer's house in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, on Aug. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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            A crocodile is seen at a farm in Siem Reap Province, Cambodia, on Aug. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Aniruddha Ghosal)
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            A crocodile is seen at a crocodile farm in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, on Aug. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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            Carvings depicting crocodiles on a wall of Bayon Temple, near Cambodia's world-famous Angkor Wat Temple in Siem Reap Province, on Aug. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Aniruddha Ghosal)
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            Ry Lean, 73, a crocodile farmer sorts and stacks crocodile jerky for delivery, in Siem Reap Province, on Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Anton L. Delgado)
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            This shows siamese crocodile hatchlings in the incubation room of a conservation breeding center in Phnom Tamao, Cambodia's Takeo Province, on Aug. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Anton L. Delgado)
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                                        PHNOM TAMAO, Cambodia (AP) -- A tiny snout poked out to widen the crack of the slowly shattering eggshell. 
The Siamese crocodile was taking its time, lagging others that had already wriggled out, chirping, into the sand. Adults can be up to 4 meters (13 feet) long and weigh up to 350 kilogram (770 pounds). They have few natural predators. But these hatchlings -- each roughly the size of a New York hotdog -- are vulnerable and their chorus of shrill calls was a signal for mothers to protect them and for stragglers to catch up.
Hor Vichet, a zookeeper at the nonprofit Fauna and Flora's breeding center for the critically endangered reptiles in Cambodia's Phnom Tamao, broke the rest of the shell. 
"It's time to go into the world," he said. 
Siamese crocodiles are making an unlikely comeback. Once widespread across Southeast Asia, demand for leather made from their skins decimated wild populations in the last century. Thousands were hunted or captured for breeding at farms. By the late nineties, they were thought to be extinct.

    


But a 2000 survey in the Cardamom Mountains in western Cambodia found a vestige of a wild population. These misty rainforests were among the last strongholds of Khmer Rouge guerrillas who fought the government until 1999. That, combined with the reverence of local Indigenous communities saved this lingering enclave of crocodiles. But they were still too few and too scattered to recover the population.




Conservationists realized that saving the species would require captive breeding of purebred, fertile crocodiles. The crocodile farmers who had nearly hunted the species to extinction now play a vital role in that effort. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Today there are about 1,000 Siamese crocodiles in the wild, roughly 400 in Cambodia and the rest scattered in Vietnam, Laos, Thailand and Indonesia. Protecting the reptile also requires safeguarding its habitat in the Cardamom Mountains -- a diverse ecosystem that is one of the last surviving rainforests in Southeast Asia. It stretches over an area larger than Denmark, helping to trap earth-warming greenhouse gases from the atmosphere. 

    


The efforts are finally paying off: The first crocodiles were reintroduced into the wild in 2012 and they have begun breeding in the wild: over a hundred eggs were discovered in the forests in July, the most so far. "We are still far from being able to say the species is in a good place," admitted Pablo Sinovas of Fauna and Flora. "But it is making progress."
The conservationists faced big challenges when they began their project in 2011. There were over 1.5 million crocodiles languishing in farms across Cambodia, Thailand and Vietnam, but few were purebreds. Farmers had bred Siamese crocodiles with larger, more aggressive species to get skins with textures demanded by fashion brands. Releasing those hybrids into the wild might hasten the disappearance of the purebred species. 
It also could pose a threat to people. Evidence of Cambodian reverence for Siamese crocodiles lives on in toothy carvings on the walls of the Bayon temple in the country's Angkor Wat temple complex, but the hybrids are not the same animals. 

    


"That would be a problem since some of these species are aggressive to humans. And you don't want them in the wild," he said.
So the experts scoured through crocodile farms across Cambodia, working with farmers and scientists to find purebreds. The few that were eventually identified were brought to the wildlife center at Phnom Tamao to breed in captivity. Their eggs were were incubated artificially and the first group of 18 purebred young crocodiles was released in the Cardamom Mountains, laying the foundation for resurrecting the species.
Crocodiles are social species and once together, they "find their own hierarchy," said Iri Gill, who manages cold-blooded animals at the Chester Zoo in the U.K., which supports the breeding program. After the breeding season, females lay eggs which are then kept in an artificial incubator where humidity and temperatures are monitored carefully to replicate the conditions of a nest in the wild.

    


"That is the key stage to hatch those juveniles out and raise them to a strong age before their release," said Gill.
A similar captive breeding program was also instrumental in bringing back crocodile populations in India, after they were nearly wiped out by the early 1970s, said Yashendu Joshi, a crocodile researcher at the Indian nonprofit Centre for Wildlife Studies. In the wild, fewer than 1 in 20 crocodile hatchlings make it to adulthood. Their chances of survival increase exponentially if they're released after they grow to a meter (3.4 feet) long.
"That's why these captive breeding programs have been working across the world," he said.
Today, demand for crocodile leather has diminished and many of the farms had been losing money since the pandemic, said crocodile farmer Ry Lean.

    


Dozens of large crocodiles bask in pens around the home where the 73-year-old lives with her extended family. Her shop sells souvenirs like crocodile skulls stacked in shelves like books, glass cases overflowing with canines, mounds of crocodile jerky and lacquered bodies of baby crocodiles drying in the sun. But tourism has dwindled since the pandemic and rising fish prices make it harder to feed the reptiles, Lean said.
"I am stuck with this business and the crocodiles," she said, adding that a large crocodile used to fetch up to $1,500. Now she'd be lucky to get $150.
Conservationists still scout the farms searching for purebred Siamese crocodiles. They are also working to protect the habitats where the purebred juveniles are released. In 2001-23, Cambodia lost nearly a third of its tree cover, according to Global Forest Watch -- a platform run by the non-profit World Resources Institute.
The Siamese crocodile's role as a flagship species -- chosen to represent an environmental cause similar to giant pandas in China and tigers in India -- helps the cause of protecting the Cardamom Mountains, said Sinovas of Fauna and Flora. 
It makes no sense to release crocodiles into habitats that cannot support them, he said.
"Protecting habitat is the most important part of this whole project," he said.
___
Associated Press journalist Sopheng Cheang contributed to this report.
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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            FILE - Herbert Kickl, leader of the Freedom Party of Austria waves to supporters, in Vienna, Austria, Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024, after polls closed in the country's national election. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru, File)
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            FILE - Swifties trade bracelets in the city centre in Vienna Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, the day after organizers of three Taylor Swift concerts in the stadium in Vienna this week called them off after officials announced arrests over an apparent plot to launch an attack on an event in the Vienna area such as the concerts. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader, File)
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            FILE - Austrian Chancellor Karl Nehammer attends a press conference in Vienna on Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader, File)
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            FILE - Austria's Foreign Minister Alexander Schallenberg, center left, and Susanne Raab of the at the OVP, Austrian People's Party, look on as supporters hold "Thank You" banners at the party headquarters in Vienna, Austria, Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024, after seeing the first electoral projections in the country's national election. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru, File)
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                                        VIENNA (AP) -- Tens of thousands of devastated Swifties trading friendship bracelets, wearing sparkly dresses and singing songs in the streets of Vienna. Workers taking down the Taylor Swift stage inside an empty stadium. 
This was the scene at the beginning of August in the Austrian capital after organizers abruptly canceled Swift's three shows over threats of an attack by Islamic State group militants.
Intelligence-sharing was instrumental in preventing a tragedy, Austrian and U.S. officials said. But it relies on mutual trust -- confidence that secrets will not fall into the wrong hands or be leaked to hostile governments.
Austria's Western allies have grown increasingly worried about this possibility in recent weeks. The country's political parties have maintained an openness to Russia for decades -- part of a traditional foreign policy of neutrality -- but none more so than the far-right Freedom Party, which secured the largest share of the vote in last month's national election.

    


If the Freedom Party is part of Austria's next government, some analysts warn that intelligence-sharing could be drastically restricted, if not stopped altogether. 




For now, the center-right People's Party has a mandate to form a governing coalition. Negotiations will be held in the weeks and months ahead without the Freedom Party since the conservatives and all other parties have ruled out governing with the far right. But if those negotiations fail, the Freedom Party will be waiting in the wings.
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This story, supported by the Pulitzer Center for Crisis Reporting, is part of an ongoing Associated Press series covering threats to democracy in Europe.

    


____
Austrian and U.S. officials confirmed that intelligence-sharing was instrumental in preventing a tragedy. But that kind of exchange of information relies on mutual trust - confidence that secrets will not fall into the wrong hands or be leaked to hostile governments. In the case of the U.S. and most of the EU, those hostile governments include Russia.
In February 2018, when Freedom Party leader Herbert Kickl was interior minister, several foreign intelligence services cut Austria out from intelligence sharing as a result of a police raid that his ministry ordered on its own domestic intelligence agency.
The raid, which was ruled illegal by an Austrian court in August 2018,shocked the country. It prompted a parliamentary inquiry and led to the agency being shut down.
A Russian role?
It is still unclear if or to what extent Russia could have pulled the strings.
Beate Meinl-Reisinger, who heads the liberal Neos party in Austria, told a news conference in May that Kickl and the Freedom Party in 2018 either knowingly agreed to work for Russia's interests or acted as "useful idiots."
The parliamentary inquiry found that senior officials at the Interior Ministry, at the time headed by Kickl, played an active role by using accusations against senior government and intelligence officials in an anonymous dossier to push prosecutors to sign off on the raid. Kickl has denied any wrongdoing.

    


The accusations in the dossier, including corruption, the mishandling of sensitive data and sexual harassment, went up in smoke, but after four years of investigation, it's still not clear who compiled and leaked the document.
Austrian media report that investigators are pursuing whether Egisto Ott, a disgruntled former intelligence official suspected of spying for Russia, may have compiled the dossier in an effort to undermine the intelligence service, possibly because of his own frustrations with the agency.
Green Party lawmaker David Stogmuller said that by pushing for the raid, the Freedom Party "wanted to smash the domestic intelligence agency and create something new with faces close to their own party."
The party's alleged attempts to reshape the domestic intelligence agency were only disrupted after its then-leader was forced to resign after being caught on video apparently offering public contracts in return for campaign donations
The raid's repercussions are still being felt. German lawmakers have said their government should review its cooperation with Austria if the Freedom Party is part of the new government. 

    


"In light of the massive danger posed by Russia to peace and stability in Europe, we cannot allow relevant information to be handed over directly to Russia," Konstantin Kuhle, a lawmaker with one of Germany's governing parties and a member of the intelligence oversight committee in the German parliament, told German newspaper Handelsblatt earlier this month.
"Should the far-right Freedom Party become part of the next government and be given control over the intelligence agencies again, the trust of foreign intelligence services will certainly be up for debate again," said Thomas Riegler, an espionage expert affiliated with the Austrian Center for Intelligence, Propaganda and Security Studies. 

    


Among the items seized in the illegal 2018 raid was a copy of the so-called Neptune Database -- a hard drive containing sensitive information shared by foreign intelligence agencies with Austria. 
"The mistrust foreign partners have of the Freedom Party is rooted in the party's relationship with Russia," Rieger said.
The Freedom Party calls for an end to sanctions against Russia. It is critical of Western military aid to Ukraine, and signed a friendship agreement in 2016 with Putin's United Russia Party that it now claims has expired. 
But the Freedom Party is not the only one to have enabled Russian influence. Mainstream parties have also played their part, at the risk of undermining Austrian and European security. This has a lot to do with Austria's post-war history. 
Austria, which was annexed by Nazi Germany in the run-up to World War II, declared neutrality after the war under pressure from Western allies and the Soviet Union. It sought a role as a mediator between East and West, developing ties with Moscow that outlasted the Cold War. 
"Austria's neutrality, the many international organizations in Vienna, its geostrategic location and lenient espionage laws all have turned Austria into a hotbed for Russian and other espionage," Riegler said.
Espionage is only explicitly banned if directed against Austria itself, not if it targets other countries or international organizations. 
Since 2020, 11 Russian diplomats suspected of spying have been told to leave Austria. In contrast, Germany closed down four out of five Russian consulates last year. 
As of March 2024, Russia had 142 diplomats and 116 administrative and technical personnel accredited in Austria. Approximately 25% are likely spies, said an Austrian intelligence official, who requested anonymity to discuss the sensitive topic. 
The true number is likely higher: it may include diplomats' relatives and employees of semi-official institutions such as schools, airlines offices or media organizations, the official added. 
"The reluctance of the Austrian Foreign Ministry to expel more Russian diplomats is a scandal and poses a security risk for the country," said Stephanie Krisper, whose NEOS party champions a tougher stance towards Russia. 
Austria's foreign ministry says the number of Russian diplomats expelled is "in the median of the European field."
In a written response to The Associated Press, Foreign Minister Alexander Schallenberg said: "My position is very clear: International law is the basis of my actions. As the first Austrian Foreign Minister ever, I have not shied away from taking appropriate measures and expelled diplomats whenever it is brought to my attention that they have engaged in acts incompatible with their diplomatic status."
But in its 2023 annual report, Austria's domestic intelligence agency DSN emphasized the danger of Russian and other espionage. Radar and satellite installations on the roofs of Russian diplomatic representations in Vienna are used for gathering intelligence on European NATO states, it said, thereby leading to a "loss of reputation" for Austria.
"Austria lets espionage happen on its soil that is directed against the security interests and values of European and other partner states," said a senior European diplomat who requested anonymity to discuss the sensitive topic. 

Given the historical connections between Austria and Russia, the situation is unlikely to change much, no matter who is in the next government, the diplomat said. 
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            People react as smoke rises from a building that was hit by an Israeli missile in Ghobeiri, Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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                                        BEIRUT (AP) -- Taking cover behind a large tree, an Associated Press photographer pointed his camera toward a Beirut apartment building the Israeli military warned was in its sights.
When a bomb plunged from the sky moments later, journalist and lens were perfectly positioned to document the trail of destruction -- second by second, frame by frame.
"I heard the sound of the missile whistling, headed toward the building and then I started filming," photographer Bilal Hussein said Tuesday, hours after Israeli forces launched the attack. The images Hussein captured of the projectile, frozen in mid-flight before obliterating the structure, provide a striking look at the speed, power and devastation of modern warfare.
The strike Tuesday came roughly 40 minutes after an Israeli military spokesperson posted a warning in Arabic on social media, notifying people in and around a pair of buildings on Beirut's southern outskirts that that they should evacuate the area.

    


He did not explain why the buildings were being targeted, other than to say they were near "interests and facilities" associated with the Hezbollah militant group.




The warning prompted many people to flee the busy, densely populated neighborhood, even as others, including a few journalists, kept watch. By the time of the attack the building was evacuated and there were no reports of casualties Tuesday.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Minutes before the bomb brought down the building, two smaller projectiles were fired at the roof in what Israel's military often refers to as warning strikes, according to AP journalists at the scene. It is a practice Israel has followed in staging strikes in Gaza during past wars.
When the primary bomb hurtled toward the building Tuesday it was a blur, but Hussein's camera provided witness. One picture showed the bomb arching through the air. Another captured it a fragment of a second before it smashed through a lower-floor balcony. In the images that followed, a cloud of smoke and debris billowed outward as the building collapsed.


    


Hussein, who has spent years covering conflicts in Iraq and Lebanon since joining the AP in 2004, says he has become accustomed to the sounds of explosions. The night before the building was destroyed, he filmed more than a dozen Israeli strikes nearby.
"I have the ability to control my reactions in critical moments and maintain stability as much as possible," he said.
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            An Associated Press team was among journalists taken on a tour inside a hospital in Beirut's southern suburb where the Israeli army claimed without offering evidence that Hezbollah was storing hundreds of millions of dollars in cash and gold in tunnels underneath.
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            The building stood in a heavily trafficked area across the street from a large park, which has become a refuge for many displaced families from across Lebanon. (AP video shot by Mohammad Anouty and Hussein Saneh)
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            Critically ill patients arrived at al-Shifa Hospital, northern Gaza as the World Health Organization evacuated them from the Kamal Adwan Hospital, amid a renewed Israeli military offensive and critically low aid supplies.
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            FILE - Senior Hezbollah leader Hashem Safieddine speaks during a news conference in the southern Beirut suburb of Dahiyeh, Lebanon, on Jan. 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein, File)
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            Smoke rises from an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            CAPTION CORRECTS TYPE OF MUNITION People duck down as a bomb dropped from an Israeli jet hits a building in Ghobeiri, Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            People watch a building collapse after being hit by an Israeli airstrike in Ghobeiri, Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Smoke rises from a building that was hit by an Israeli airstrike in Ghobeiri, Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Smoke rises from an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Smoke rises from an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Secretary of State Antony Blinken waves as he boards a plane en route to the Middle East as he departs Joint Base Andrews, Md., Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. (Nathan Howard/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Foreign and local journalists take a tour inside Sahel General Hospital, in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, a day after the Israeli army said that Hezbollah is storing hundreds of millions of dollars in cash and gold under the hospital. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Foreign and local journalists take a tour inside Sahel General Hospital, in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Journalists take a tour inside Sahel General Hospital, in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, a day after the Israeli army said that Hezbollah is storing hundreds of millions of dollars in cash and gold under the hospital. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Foreign and local journalists take a tour inside Sahel General Hospital, in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, a day after the Israeli army said that Hezbollah is storing hundreds of millions of dollars in cash and gold under the hospital. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Foreign and local journalists take a tour inside Sahel General Hospital, in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, a day after the Israeli army said that Hezbollah is storing hundreds of millions of dollars in cash and gold under the hospital. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Journalists take a tour inside Sahel General Hospital, in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, a day after the Israeli army said that Hezbollah is storing hundreds of millions of dollars in cash and gold under the hospital. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A man waves from his shattered house at the site of Israeli airstrikes that destroyed buildings facing the city's main government hospital in a densely-populated neighborhood, in southern Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A man carries his belonging as he leaves the site of Israeli airstrikes that destroyed buildings facing the city's main government hospital in a densely-populated neighborhood, in southern Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024.(AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A bulldozer clears the rubble of destroyed buildings following Israeli airstrikes in a densely-populated neighbourhood facing the city's main government hospital, in southern Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Hezbollah's chief spokesman Mohammed Afif, speaks during a press conference at the al-Hawra Zeinab cemetery in Dahiyeh, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            CAPTION CORRECTS TYPE OF MUNITION A sequence of combination images show a bomb dropped from an Israeli jet hitting a building in Ghobeiri, Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Patients receive treatment at the dialysis unit near broken window at the Rafik Hariri University Hospital, following an overnight Israeli airstrike near the medical facility in southern Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Sarah el-Deeb)
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                                    The building stood in a heavily trafficked area across the street from a large park, which has become a refuge for many displaced families from across Lebanon. (AP video shot by Mohammad Anouty and Hussein Saneh)
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                                    Critically ill patients arrived at al-Shifa Hospital, northern Gaza as the World Health Organization evacuated them from the Kamal Adwan Hospital, amid a renewed Israeli military offensive and critically low aid supplies.
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            FILE - Senior Hezbollah leader Hashem Safieddine speaks during a news conference in the southern Beirut suburb of Dahiyeh, Lebanon, on Jan. 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein, File)
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            Smoke rises from an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            People react as smoke rises from a building that was hit by an Israeli missile in Ghobeiri, Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            CAPTION CORRECTS TYPE OF MUNITION A bomb dropped from an Israeli jet hits a building in Ghobeiri, Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            CAPTION CORRECTS TYPE OF MUNITION A bomb dropped from an Israeli jet hits a building in Ghobeiri, Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            CAPTION CORRECTS TYPE OF MUNITION People duck down as a bomb dropped from an Israeli jet hits a building in Ghobeiri, Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            People watch a building collapse after being hit by an Israeli airstrike in Ghobeiri, Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Smoke rises from a building that was hit by an Israeli airstrike in Ghobeiri, Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Smoke rises from an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Smoke rises from an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Secretary of State Antony Blinken waves as he boards a plane en route to the Middle East as he departs Joint Base Andrews, Md., Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. (Nathan Howard/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Foreign and local journalists take a tour inside Sahel General Hospital, in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, a day after the Israeli army said that Hezbollah is storing hundreds of millions of dollars in cash and gold under the hospital. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Foreign and local journalists take a tour inside Sahel General Hospital, in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Journalists take a tour inside Sahel General Hospital, in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, a day after the Israeli army said that Hezbollah is storing hundreds of millions of dollars in cash and gold under the hospital. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Foreign and local journalists take a tour inside Sahel General Hospital, in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, a day after the Israeli army said that Hezbollah is storing hundreds of millions of dollars in cash and gold under the hospital. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A man waves from his shattered house at the site of Israeli airstrikes that destroyed buildings facing the city's main government hospital in a densely-populated neighborhood, in southern Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A man carries his belonging as he leaves the site of Israeli airstrikes that destroyed buildings facing the city's main government hospital in a densely-populated neighborhood, in southern Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024.(AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A bulldozer clears the rubble of destroyed buildings following Israeli airstrikes in a densely-populated neighbourhood facing the city's main government hospital, in southern Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Hezbollah's chief spokesman Mohammed Afif, speaks during a press conference at the al-Hawra Zeinab cemetery in Dahiyeh, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            CAPTION CORRECTS TYPE OF MUNITION A sequence of combination images show a bomb dropped from an Israeli jet hitting a building in Ghobeiri, Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Patients receive treatment at the dialysis unit near broken window at the Rafik Hariri University Hospital, following an overnight Israeli airstrike near the medical facility in southern Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Sarah el-Deeb)
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                                        BEIRUT (AP) -- Israel said Tuesday that one of its airstrikes outside Beirut earlier in the month killed a Hezbollah official widely expected to have replaced the militant group's longtime leader, who was killed by an Israeli airstrike in September.
There was no immediate confirmation from Hezbollah about the fate of Hashem Safieddine, a powerful cleric who was expected to succeed Hassan Nasrallah, one of the group's founders.
Safieddine was killed in early October in a strike that also killed 25 other Hezbollah leaders, according to Israel, whose airstrikes in southern Lebanon in recent months have killed many of Hezbollah's top leaders, leaving the group in disarray. 
Last week, Israel killed the top leader of Hamas, Yahya Sinwar, during a battle in Gaza.
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said during a trip to Israel that leaders there should "capitalize" on Sinwar's death as an opportunity to end the war in Gaza and secure the release of hostages taken during the deadly Hamas attack that started the war. Blinken also stressed the need for Israel to do more to help increase the flow of humanitarian aid to Palestinians.

    


Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's office called his meeting with Blinken, which lasted more than two hours, "friendly and productive."




The Beirut suburb where Safieddine was killed was pummeled by fresh airstrikes Tuesday, including one that leveled a building Israel said housed Hezbollah facilities. The collapse sent smoke and debris flying into the air a few hundred meters (yards) from where a spokesperson for Hezbollah had just briefed journalists about a weekend drone attack that damaged Netanyahu's house.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Tuesday's airstrikes came 40 minutes after Israel issued an evacuation warning for two buildings in the area that it said were used by Hezbollah. The Hezbollah news conference nearby was cut short, and an Associated Press photographer captured an image of an Israeli bomb heading toward the building moments before it was destroyed. There were no immediate reports of casualties.

    


Hezbollah's chief spokesperson, Mohammed Afif, said the group was behind the Saturday drone attack on Netanyahu's home in the coastal town of Caesarea. Israel has said neither the prime minister nor his wife were home at the time. 
Blinken's meetings with Netanyahu and other Israeli leaders was part of his 11th visit to the region since the outbreak of the Israel-Hamas war. He landed hours after Hezbollah launched a barrage of rockets into central Israel, setting off air raid sirens in populated areas and at its international airport, but causing no apparent damage or injuries. 

    


Hospitals in Lebanon fear being targeted by Israel
An Israeli airstrike late Monday in Beirut destroyed several buildings across the street from the country's largest public hospital, killing 18 people and wounding at least 60 others. The Israeli military said it struck a Hezbollah target, without elaborating, and said that it hadn't targeted the hospital itself.
AP reporters visited the Rafik Hariri University Hospital on Tuesday. They saw broken windows in the hospital's pharmacy and dialysis center, which was full of patients at the time. 
Staff at another Beirut hospital feared it would be targeted after Israel alleged that Hezbollah had stashed hundreds of millions of dollars in cash and gold in its basement, without providing evidence.
The director of the Sahel General Hospital denied the allegations and invited journalists to visit the hospital and its two underground floors on Tuesday. AP reporters saw no sign of militants or anything out of the ordinary.
The few remaining patients had been evacuated after the Israeli military's announcement the night before. 
"We have been living in terror for the last 24 hours," hospital director Mazen Alame said. "There is nothing under the hospital."
Many in Lebanon fear Israel could target its hospitals in the same way it has raided medical facilities across Gaza. The Israeli military has accused Hamas and other militants of using hospitals for military purposes, allegations denied by medical staff. 

    


Lebanon's Health Ministry said Tuesday that 63 people have been killed over the past 24 hours, raising the death toll over the past year of conflict between Israel and Hezbollah to 2,546. Three Israeli soldiers were killed on Tuesday: one in Gaza, one in Lebanon, and one in a rocket attack in northern Israel, according to the military.

    


Blinken trying to restart efforts to reach a cease-fire in Gaza
During his meeting with Netanyahu and other Israeli leaders, Blinken underscored the need for a dramatic increase in the amount of humanitarian aid reaching Gaza, according to U.S. State Department spokesperson Matthew Miller. The need for more aid in Gaza is something Blinken and U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin made clear in a letter to Israeli officials last week. 
Miller said Blinken also stressed the importance of ending the fighting between Israel and Hezbollah, which escalated earlier this month when Israel began a ground invasion of southern Lebanon. 
The United States, Egypt and Qatar have brokered months of talks between Israel and Hamas, trying to strike a deal in which the militants would release dozens of hostages in return for an end to the war, a lasting cease-fire and the release of Palestinian prisoners.
But both Israel and Hamas accused each other of making new and unacceptable demands over the summer, and the talks halted in August. Hamas says its demands haven't changed following the killing of Sinwar.
Israel said it invaded Lebanon to try to stop near daily rocket attacks from Hezbollah since the start of the war in Gaza. Israel has said it plans to strike Iran -- which backs both Hamas and Hezbollah -- in response to its ballistic missile attack on Israel earlier this month.
War rages in Lebanon and northern Gaza
The U.S. has also tried to broker a cease-fire between Israel and Hezbollah, but those efforts fell apart as tensions spiked last month with a series of Israeli strikes that killed Nasrallah and most of his senior commanders.
Israel has carried out waves of heavy airstrikes across southern Beirut and the country's south and east, areas where Hezbollah has a strong presence. Hezbollah has fired thousands of rockets, missiles and drones into Israel over the past year, including some that have reached the country's populous center. 
On Oct. 7, 2023, Hamas-led militants killed around 1,200 people in Israel, mostly civilians, and took another 250 hostage. Around 100 of the captives are still held in Gaza, a third of whom are believed to be dead.
Israel's retaliatory offensive has killed more than 42,000 Palestinians in Gaza and wounded tens of thousands, according to local health authorities, who don't say how many were combatants but say more than half were women and children. It has also caused major devastation and displaced around 90% of Gaza's population of 2.3 million.
___

Sarah El Deeb reported from Beirut. Associated Press journalists Kareem Chehayeb, Sally Abou AlJoud and Bassem Mroue in Beirut, and Melanie Lidman in Tel Aviv, contributed to this report. 
___
Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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            Children in El Jobo village play in the Indio River, which could have its flow reduced under a proposed plan to secure the Panama Canal's uninterrupted operation in Panama, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Cargo ships wait to transit the Panama Canal in Gatun Lake in Colon, Panama, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            A water truck fills up at a fire hydrant to distribute to buildings in Colon, Panama, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024. In a proposed plan to dam the nearby Indio River and secure the Panama Canal's uninterrupted operation, the community would gain more reliable access to water. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Roads snake through the community of Limon, which could be submerged in a proposed plan to dam the nearby Indio River to secure the Panama Canal's uninterrupted operation, in Panama, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 24 | 
            A youth mounts his horse in El Jobo village, Panama, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. In a proposed plan to dam the nearby Indio River to secure the Panama Canal's uninterrupted operation, El Jobo could have less reliable access to water. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Jeronima Figueroa raises her hand during a meeting with Panama Canal representatives about a proposed project that would dam the Indio River and limit access in her community of El Jobo, Panama, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. The project aims to secure the water needed to ensure the canal's uninterrupted operation. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Ilda Rodriguez turns on a faucet to distribute water to La Represa neighborhood in Colon, Panama, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024. Under a proposed plan to dam the nearby Indio River and secure the Panama Canal's uninterrupted operation, the community would gain more reliable access to water. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            The Panama Canal's Madden Dam stands in Alajuela Lake in Colon, Panama, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            A youth runs near the Panama Canal's Madden Dam at Alajuela Lake in Colon, Panama, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            10 of 24 | 
            Olegario Hernandez gives an interview at his home in Limon, Panama, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. Limon could be submerged in a proposed plan to dam the nearby Indio River to secure the Panama Canal's uninterrupted operation. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            A ship navigates through the Agua Clara Locks of the Panama Canal in Colon, Panama, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Panama Canal representatives explain to locals how a proposed dam project in the Indio River that aims to secure the canal's uninterrupted operation could affect the future of El Jobo, Panama, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Panama Canal representatives explain to locals how a proposed dam project in the Indio River that aims to secure the canal's uninterrupted operation would affect the future of El Jobo, Panama, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            14 of 24 | 
            A man walks to a meeting with Panama Canal representatives through El Jobo, a village that could lose reliable access to water due to a proposed dam project in the Indio River to secure the Panama Canal's uninterrupted operation in Panama, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            15 of 24 | 
            A ranch worker looks after cattle in the village of Limon, which would be submerged in a proposed plan to dam the nearby Indio River to secure the Panama Canal's uninterrupted operation, in Panama, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            A cargo ship traverses the Agua Clara Locks of the Panama Canal in Colon, Panama, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            17 of 24 | 
            La Represa School Principal Zuleyka Ramirez walks through a yard in the school, which closes when the water supply is cut off, in Colon, Panama, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024. Under a proposed plan to dam the nearby Indio River and secure the Panama Canal's uninterrupted operation, the community could gain more reliable access to water. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            18 of 24 | 
            A woman rides her horse in the Indio River, which could have its flow reduced and submerge her community of Limon under a proposed plan to secure the Panama Canal's uninterrupted operation, in Panama, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            19 of 24 | 
            Locals ride horses in the village of Limon, which would be submerged in a proposed plan to dam the nearby Indio River to secure the Panama Canal's uninterrupted operation, in Panama, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            20 of 24 | 
            A ship passes through the Agua Clara Locks of the Panama Canal in Colon, Panama, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            21 of 24 | 
            Jadiel Magallon waits as his parents grocery shop in the community of Limon, which could be submerged in a proposed plan to dam the nearby Indio River to secure the Panama Canal's uninterrupted operation in Panama, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            22 of 24 | 
            Locals commute along the Indio River near El Jobo village, Panama, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. El Jobo could lose reliable access to water under a proposed plan to dam the river to secure the Panama Canal's uninterrupted operation. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            23 of 24 | 
            Tourists look at a mural explaining how the Panama Canal works at the Miraflores Locks in Panama City, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            The Panama Canal Authority is reaching out to communities that could be impacted if the Indio River is dammed to make a new reservoir ensuring the water supply needed to operate the Panama Canal. (AP/Matias Delacroix and Abraham Teran)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Villagers are wary of plans to dam a river to ensure Panama Canal's water supply

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 24 | 
            Children in El Jobo village play in the Indio River, which could have its flow reduced under a proposed plan to secure the Panama Canal's uninterrupted operation in Panama, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Cargo ships wait to transit the Panama Canal in Gatun Lake in Colon, Panama, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            3 of 24 | 
            A water truck fills up at a fire hydrant to distribute to buildings in Colon, Panama, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024. In a proposed plan to dam the nearby Indio River and secure the Panama Canal's uninterrupted operation, the community would gain more reliable access to water. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Roads snake through the community of Limon, which could be submerged in a proposed plan to dam the nearby Indio River to secure the Panama Canal's uninterrupted operation, in Panama, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            A youth mounts his horse in El Jobo village, Panama, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. In a proposed plan to dam the nearby Indio River to secure the Panama Canal's uninterrupted operation, El Jobo could have less reliable access to water. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            6 of 24 | 
            Jeronima Figueroa raises her hand during a meeting with Panama Canal representatives about a proposed project that would dam the Indio River and limit access in her community of El Jobo, Panama, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. The project aims to secure the water needed to ensure the canal's uninterrupted operation. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Ilda Rodriguez turns on a faucet to distribute water to La Represa neighborhood in Colon, Panama, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024. Under a proposed plan to dam the nearby Indio River and secure the Panama Canal's uninterrupted operation, the community would gain more reliable access to water. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            The Panama Canal's Madden Dam stands in Alajuela Lake in Colon, Panama, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            A youth runs near the Panama Canal's Madden Dam at Alajuela Lake in Colon, Panama, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Olegario Hernandez gives an interview at his home in Limon, Panama, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. Limon could be submerged in a proposed plan to dam the nearby Indio River to secure the Panama Canal's uninterrupted operation. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 24

                                    
                                    Olegario Hernandez gives an interview at his home in Limon, Panama, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. Limon could be submerged in a proposed plan to dam the nearby Indio River to secure the Panama Canal's uninterrupted operation. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 24 | 
            A ship navigates through the Agua Clara Locks of the Panama Canal in Colon, Panama, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Panama Canal representatives explain to locals how a proposed dam project in the Indio River that aims to secure the canal's uninterrupted operation could affect the future of El Jobo, Panama, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Panama Canal representatives explain to locals how a proposed dam project in the Indio River that aims to secure the canal's uninterrupted operation would affect the future of El Jobo, Panama, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            A man walks to a meeting with Panama Canal representatives through El Jobo, a village that could lose reliable access to water due to a proposed dam project in the Indio River to secure the Panama Canal's uninterrupted operation in Panama, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            A ranch worker looks after cattle in the village of Limon, which would be submerged in a proposed plan to dam the nearby Indio River to secure the Panama Canal's uninterrupted operation, in Panama, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            A cargo ship traverses the Agua Clara Locks of the Panama Canal in Colon, Panama, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            La Represa School Principal Zuleyka Ramirez walks through a yard in the school, which closes when the water supply is cut off, in Colon, Panama, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024. Under a proposed plan to dam the nearby Indio River and secure the Panama Canal's uninterrupted operation, the community could gain more reliable access to water. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    17 of 24

                                    
                                    La Represa School Principal Zuleyka Ramirez walks through a yard in the school, which closes when the water supply is cut off, in Colon, Panama, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024. Under a proposed plan to dam the nearby Indio River and secure the Panama Canal's uninterrupted operation, the community could gain more reliable access to water. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            18 of 24 | 
            A woman rides her horse in the Indio River, which could have its flow reduced and submerge her community of Limon under a proposed plan to secure the Panama Canal's uninterrupted operation, in Panama, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Locals ride horses in the village of Limon, which would be submerged in a proposed plan to dam the nearby Indio River to secure the Panama Canal's uninterrupted operation, in Panama, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            A ship passes through the Agua Clara Locks of the Panama Canal in Colon, Panama, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Jadiel Magallon waits as his parents grocery shop in the community of Limon, which could be submerged in a proposed plan to dam the nearby Indio River to secure the Panama Canal's uninterrupted operation in Panama, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Locals commute along the Indio River near El Jobo village, Panama, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. El Jobo could lose reliable access to water under a proposed plan to dam the river to secure the Panama Canal's uninterrupted operation. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Tourists look at a mural explaining how the Panama Canal works at the Miraflores Locks in Panama City, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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                                    The Panama Canal Authority is reaching out to communities that could be impacted if the Indio River is dammed to make a new reservoir ensuring the water supply needed to operate the Panama Canal. (AP/Matias Delacroix and Abraham Teran)
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                                        EL JOBO, Panama (AP) -- A long, wooden boat puttered down the Indio River's chocolate waters carrying Ana Maria Antonio and a colleague from the Panama Canal Authority on a mission to hear directly from villagers who could be affected by plans to dam the river.

The canal forms the backbone of Panama's economy, and the proposed dam would secure the water needed to ensure the canal's uninterrupted operation at a time of increasingly erratic weather. 

It also would flood villages, where about 2,000 people would need to be relocated and where there is opposition to the plan, and curb the flow of the river to other communities downstream. 

Those living downstream know the mega-project will substantially alter the river, but they hope it will bring jobs, potable water, electricity and roads to their remote communities and not just leave them impoverished.

"We, as the Panama Canal, understand that many of these areas have been abandoned in terms of basic services," Antonio said.


The canal

The Panama Canal was completed in 1914 and generates about a quarter of the government's budget. 

Last year, the canal authority reduced the number of ships that could cross daily by about 20% because rains hadn't replenished the reservoirs used to operate the locks, which need about 50 million gallons of fresh water for each ship. It led to shipping delays, and in some cases companies looking for alternatives. By the time restrictions were lifted this month, demand had fallen. 

To avoid a repeat due to drought exacerbated by climate change, the plan to dam the Indio River was revived.

    



It received a boost this summer with a ruling from Panama's Supreme Court. For years, Panama has wanted to build another reservoir to supplement the main supply of water from Lake Gatun -- a large manmade lake and part of the canal's route -- but a 2006 regulation prohibited the canal from expansion outside its traditional watershed. The Supreme Court's decision allowed a re-interpretation of the boundaries.

The Indio runs roughly parallel to the canal, through the isthmus. The new reservoir on the Indio would sit southwest of Lake Gatun and supplement the water from there and what comes from the much smaller Alhajuela Lake to the east. The Indio reservoir would allow an estimated 12 to 13 additional canal crossings each day.

The reservoirs also provide water to the more than 2 million people -- half the country's population -- living in the capital.


The river

Monkeys screeched in the thick jungle lining the Indio on an August morning. The boat weaved around submerged logs below concrete and rough timber houses high on the banks. Locals passed in other boats, the main means of transportation for the area.

At the town of El Jobo, Antonio and her colleague carefully climbed the muddy incline from the river to a room belonging to the local Catholic parish, decorated with flowers and bunches of green bananas.

    



Inside, residents from El Jobo and Guayabalito, two communities that won't be flooded, took their seats. The canal authority has held dozens of such outreach meetings in the watershed.

The canal representatives hung posters with maps and photos showing the Indio's watershed. They talked about the proposed project, the Supreme Court's recent decision, a rough timeline.



Antonio said that canal officials are talking to affected residents to figure out their needs, especially if they are from the 37 tiny villages where residents would have to be relocated. 

Canal authorities have said the Indio is not the only solution they're considering, but just days earlier canal administrator Ricaurte Catin Vasquez said it would be the most efficient option, because it has been studied for at least 40 years.

That's nearly as long as Jeronima Figueroa, 60, has lived along the Indio in El Jobo. Besides being the area's critical transportation link, the Indio provides water for drinking, washing clothes and watering their crops, she said.

    



"That river is our highway and our everything," she said.

The dam's effect on the river's flow was top of mind for the assembled residents, along with why the reservoir is needed, what would the water be used for, which communities would have to relocate, how property titles would be handled, would the construction pollute the river.

Puria Nunez of El Jobo summed up the fears: "Our river isn't going to be the same Indio River."






Progress

Kenny Alexander Macero, a 21-year-old father who raises livestock in Guayabalito, said it was clear to him that the reservoir would make the canal a lot of money, but he wanted to see it spur real change for his family and others in the area.

"I'm not against the project, it's going to generate a lot of work for people who need it, but you should be sincere in saying that 'we're going to bring projects to the communities that live in that area,'" he said. "We want highways. Don't try to fool us."

One complication was that while the canal authorities would be in charge of the reservoir project, the federal government would have to carry out the region's major development projects. And the feds weren't in the room.

The project is not a guarantee of other benefits. There are communities along Lake Gatun that don't have potable water.

    



Gilberto Toro, a community development consultant not involved in the canal project, said that the canal administration is actually more trusted by people than Panama's federal government, because it hasn't been enmeshed in as many scandals.

"Everybody knows that the canal projects come with a seal of guarantee," Toro said. "So a lot of people want to negotiate with the canal in some way because they know what they're going to offer isn't going to be trinkets."

Figueroa expressed similar faith in the canal administrators, but said that residents would need to monitor them closely to avoid being overlooked. "We can't keep living far behind like this," she said. "We don't have electricity, water, healthcare and education."


Next steps

President Jose Raul Mulino has said a decision about the Indio River project would come next year. The canal administration ultimately will decide, but the project would require coordination with the federal government. No public vote is necessary, but the canal administrator has said they are looking to arrive at a public consensus.

Opposition has emerged, not surprisingly, in communities that would be flooded.

Among those is Limon, where the canal representatives parked their car and boarded a boat to El Jobo. It's where the reservoir's dam would be constructed. The highway only arrived there two years ago and the community still has many needs.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

Olegario Hernandez has had a sign out in front of his home in Limon for the past year that says: "No to the reservoirs."


The 86-year-old farmer was born there and raised his six children there. His children all left the area in search of opportunities, but Hernandez wants to stay.

"We don't need to leave," Hernandez said, but the canal administration "wants to kick us out."



                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/panama-canal-indio-river-dam-villagers-6f10f8a297f93a93bc610efd4fc639ff
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            FILE - The WNBA logo and hoop are seen at a WNBA basketball game at Mohegan Sun Arena, Tuesday, May 14, 2019, in Uncasville, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill, File)
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            FILE - WNBA Commissioner Cathy Engelbert speaks at a news conference before Game 1 of basketball's WNBA Finals between the Connecticut Sun and the Washington Mystics, Sunday, Sept. 29, 2019, in Washington. The WNBA will expand its Finals next year to a best-of-7 format the league announced on Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)
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            New York Liberty guard Sabrina Ionescu (20) reacts after scoring against the Minnesota Lynx during the third quarter of Game 5 of the WNBA basketball final series, Sunday, Oct. 20, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The WNBA looks promising heading into the offseason after a banner year with record ratings, attendance and a first-time champion in New York.
Soon after the confetti stopped falling on the sellout crowd at Barclays Center following Game 5 of the WNBA Finals, the league and its players turned their attention to 2025.
Less than 24 hours after Sunday night's game and days before the Liberty's championship parade on Thursday, the players' union opted out of the current collective bargaining agreement. The decision was expected with a new 11-year media rights deal worth approximately $200 million per year beginning in 2026. The players are looking for a bigger share of the revenue pie among other things, including pensions and higher salaries.
The current CBA will still be in effect throughout next season, but both sides would like to get a deal done sooner rather than later.

    


Negotiations are always intense, but those associated with the WNBA have much to be excited about. 
The league is expanding and will increase the number of regular season games to 44. The WNBA will hold an expansion draft for Golden State in December. The Valkyries will be the league's 13th franchise. The league will add franchises in Toronto and Portland in 2026, with at least one other team starting in either 2027 or 2028.




Although the WNBA could lose one of its iconic stars if Diana Taurasi announces her retirement, league officials are looking forward to another highly anticipated draft. The draft lottery is next month. It will determine who gets the first pick and potentially Paige Bueckers, who 21 years after Taurasi could become the next UConn guard to be selected No. 1. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Many of the league's top players will remain in the U.S. this winter and play in January in Unrivaled -- the 3-on-3 league started by WNBA Finals standouts Breanna Stewart and Napheesa Collier.

    


The Stewart and Collier championship showdown led to strong ratings, with all five games having more than a million TV viewers. The decisive Game 5 drew an average of 2.2 million viewers, peaking at 3.3 million, which made it the most-watched WNBA game in 25 years.
The league as a whole had its most-watched regular season in 24 years and best attendance in 22 seasons. During the 40-game regular season, 22 telecasts topped at least a million viewers on a host of networks. 
The league's rookie class, led by Caitlin Clark and Angel Reese, was a big part of that success -- and all should come back stronger and better next year.
"When Caitlin Clark announced she was going to enter the draft, I remember ... the wave of enthusiasm that came from a player that wasn't even going to play for the Lynx," Minnesota coach Cheryl Reeve said. "So there was a lot of excitement and momentum for the WNBA. But to see it actually translate business-wise across the league, whatever the reasons were. There's one really big reason and a lot of other little reasons why. And I think the movement that we're in now is exciting."
Not everything has been positive around the league's growth.

    


Nearly half of the WNBA franchises have fired coaches in the past month. Atlanta, Chicago, Dallas, Los Angeles and Washington are all looking for new leaders on the sidelines. All of the coaches who were let go had three years or less with their teams.
Off the court, players say they were targets of increasing online racial and homophobic threats, including one to Stewart and her wife during the WNBA Finals. 
Commissioner Cathy Engelbert addressed the rising number of abusive comments players have dealt with on social media at her state of the league address before the start of the WNBA Finals. She said the league will work with the players' union to figure out what they can do together to combat it.

The online abuse and the CBA are two of the offseason issues the WNBA and its players must address, but they have arguably the strongest foundation since the league's launch to build on.
___
AP WNBA: https://apnews.com/hub/wnba-basketball
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            FILE - Russia's Maria Sharapova returns the ball to Italy's Karin Knapp during their third round match of the French Open tennis tournament at Roland Garros stadium in Paris, May 31, 2008. (AP Photo/David Vincent, File)
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            FILE - Mike Bryan, left, returns a shot as Bob Bryan looks on during a doubles match against Bradley Klahn, and Tim Smyczek, during the third round of the 2014 U.S. Open tennis tournament, Sept. 1, 2014, in New York. (AP Photo/John Minchillo, File)
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                                        Maria Sharapova, a five-time Grand Slam singles champion known for plenty of on-court grit and off-court attention, and Bob and Mike Bryan, twins who won a record 16 major titles in men's doubles together, are first-ballot selections for the International Tennis Hall of Fame.
The Newport, Rhode Island-based Hall announced the Class of 2025 on Thursday.
Sharapova won at least one championship at each of her sport's four most prestigious events, making her one of 10 women in tennis history to complete a career Grand Slam, and she was the first Russian woman to reach No. 1 in the WTA singles rankings. She retired in 2020 at age 32 after a career that included 15 years in the spotlight, a 15-month doping ban and multiple operations on her right shoulder.
In a message posted on social media, Sharapova called herself "incredibly grateful to receive this honor."

    


The Bryan brothers also compiled a career Grand Slam and spent 438 weeks at No. 1 in the ATP doubles rankings. They won a gold medal at the 2012 London Olympics and helped the United States win the 2007 Davis Cup title; Bob is currently the captain of the American team that will go to Malaga, Spain, for next month's finals to compete for the country's first triumph in that competition since then.




Mike Bryan -- he's right-handed, and his brother is a lefty -- is the career leader with 18 major men's doubles trophies overall; he got two with Jack Sock while Bob was injured in 2018.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"We are truly humbled and grateful to receive this honor. Though making it to Newport was never our goal, being included among so many of our idols and role models is incredibly special," Bob Bryan wrote in a text message to The Associated Press on Thursday. "Mike and I continue to be best friends, and we feel lucky to have been able to ride this tennis rollercoaster together."
Sharapova became an instant star when she won her first major title at Wimbledon in 2004 at age 17 by beating Serena Williams in the final, then collected the trophies at the U.S. Open in 2006, the Australian Open in 2008 and the French Open in 2012 and 2014.

    


Sharapova helped Russia win the team competition now known as the Billie Jean King Cup in 2008, and she claimed a silver medal in singles at the 2012 Olympics, losing to Williams in the final.
All the while, Sharapova earned millions of dollars more in endorsement deals than prize money.
"There are a couple of sides of me," Sharapova said in an interview with the AP in 2006, shortly before she won the title at Flushing Meadows. "There's the Maria that's a tennis player. There's the Maria that is a normal girl. And there's the Maria who's a businesswoman. And that's where the 'Maria Sharapova brand' comes into play."
At the 2016 Australian Open, Sharapova tested positive for the newly banned drug meldonium and initially was handed a two-year suspension. After appealing to the Court of Arbitration for Sport, Sharapova was given a reduced penalty when it was determined that she bore "less than significant fault" in the case and could not "be considered to be an intentional doper."

    


The Bryans and Sharapova will be inducted in August.
"We are thankful to so many people who supported us along the way, and we look forward to sharing this moment with them next year," Bob Bryan wrote. "Our parents created a magical environment at their club and made tennis fun for us. They helped us fall in love with the game, so tennis never felt like work; it was always play."

Daniel Nestor, a Canadian who won 12 Grand Slam titles in men's or mixed doubles, did not receive the 75% of the vote required to qualify for the Hall in balloting among members of the media, historians, Hall of Fame members, industry experts and fans. This was his third -- and final -- year as a candidate.
___
Howard Fendrich has been the AP's tennis writer since 2002. Find his stories here: https://apnews.com/author/howard-fendrich
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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            Philadelphia 76ers' Joel Embiid, top left, and Paul George, bottom right, watch from the bench during the first half of an NBA basketball game against the Milwaukee Bucks, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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            Philadelphia 76ers' Tyrese Maxey, left, reacts as he poses with Joel Embiid, right, for photos during the NBA basketball team's media day, Monday, Sept. 30, 2024, in Camden, N.J.. (AP Photo/Chris Szagola)
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                                        The NBA is investigating why Philadelphia center Joel Embiid did not play in the team's nationally televised season opener against Milwaukee.
The league confirmed the investigation on Thursday. It was opened as part of the NBA's player participation policy that went into effect last season.
Such a move was to be expected. The NBA has said that any time a star player misses a game -- it defines "star" as someone who was an All-Star or All-NBA selection in any of the previous three seasons, and Embiid is one of those -- an investigation can be opened to "promote compliance" with league rules and can include "independent medical review and related determinations regarding player availability."
Embiid -- who helped the U.S. win Olympic gold at the Paris Games -- missed the entire preseason and was ruled out for Wednesday's opener against Milwaukee with the 76ers citing "left knee injury management." Embiid has a long history of injury issues, including knee problems.

    


Embiid has never played more than 68 games in a season and was limited to 39 last season in large part because of knee surgery.

It is not clear how long the investigation will take. Philadelphia was also without Paul George for Wednesday's game; he suffered a bone bruise during the preseason.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/NBA
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            WME Co-CEO Ari Emanuel speaks at the generationOn block party at Fox Studios in Los Angeles on April 18, 2015. (Photo by Dan Steinberg/Invision/AP)
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            The logo for World Wrestling Entertainment, WWE, appears above a trading post on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Sept. 13, 2019. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)
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                                        The parent company of WWE and UFC is buying Professional Bull Riders, On Location, and IMG from Endeavor Group in an all-stock deal valued at $3.25 billion.
The sale to parent company TKO is part of Endeavor's efforts to shed some of its assets as it looks to be taken private in a proposed transaction with private equity firm Silver Lake, which was announced in April. Ariel Emanuel, who serves as CEO of Endeavor, is also executive chair and CEO of TKO. 
Professional Bull Riders is a bull riding league that has more than 200 annual live events, approximately 1.25 million fans, and reaches more than 285 million households in more than 65 territories. On Location is live event company for more than 1,200 sporting events, such as the Super Bowl, Ryder Cup and NCAA Final Four. IMG is a distributor and producer of sports content, packages and sells media rights and brand partnerships, and provides consulting, digital services and event management to clients such as the National Football League and National Hockey League. 

    


The Associated Press and IMG co-own the joint venture SNTV, which distributes sports video and highlights around the world.


Parent company TKO Group said Thursday that the acquisition from Endeavor Group will complement its existing businesses as well as broaden its reach in the premium sports market.
 "PBR, On Location, and IMG are industry-leading assets that meaningfully enhance TKO's portfolio and strengthen our position in premium sports globally," TKO Chief Operating Officer Mark Shapiro said in a statement. "Within TKO, they will help power the growth of our revenue streams and position us to capture even more upside from some of the most attractive parts of our sports ecosystem: media rights, live events, ticket sales, premium experiences, brand partnerships, and site fees."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
As part of the deal, Endeavor will receive about 26.14 million common units of TKO Operating Co. and will subscribe for an equal number of shares of TKO's Class B shares. Endeavor is expected to own approximately 59% of TKO, while TKO's existing shareholders will own the remaining 41% upon completion of the transaction.


    


"By expanding its presence in the premium sports market, TKO is poised to unlock new revenue streams through media rights, live events, ticket sales, premium experiences, brand partnerships, and site fees," Randal Konik of Jefferies said in a note to clients. "This strategic move not only strengthens its market position but also sets the stage for sustained growth and increased shareholder value." 
The deal is expected to close in the first half of next year.
TKO Group also announced Thursday that its board has approved the repurchase of up to $2 billion of its common stock. 
Shares of TKO Group Holdings Inc., based in Stamford, Conn., slumped more than 8% in midday trading on Thursday. 
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            New York Liberty guard Sabrina Ionescu holds up the WNBA basketball championship trophy while riding down Broadway during a parade celebrating the team's season championship, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            Spectators react as a float with members of the New York Liberty make its way up Broadway during the WNBA basketball championship parade Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            New York Liberty forward Jonquel Jones, center, waves as she rides on a float holding the MVP trophy to celebrate the team's WNBA basketball championship over the Minnesota Lynx, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            New York Liberty guard Sabrina Ionescu, right, reacts while riding down the Canyon of Heroes on Broadway during a parade celebrating the team's WNBA basketball championship, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            New York Liberty owner Joe Tsai, left, and coach Teresa Weatherspoon embrace before the WNBA basketball championship parade Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            New York Liberty fans react while watching players parade down the Canyon of Heroes on Broadway celebrating the team's WNBA basketball championship, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            New York Liberty forward Jonquel Jones (35) celebrates her 3-point basket against the Minnesota Lynx with guard Sabrina Ionescu (20) during the second half of Game 4 of a WNBA basketball final playoff series, Friday, Oct. 18, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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            New York Liberty forward Jonquel Jones (35) reacts after being given the MVP Award after winning the championship against the Minnesota Lynx in Game 5 of the WNBA basketball final series, Sunday, Oct. 20, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Jonquel Jones, Breanna Stewart, Sabrina Ionescu and their New York teammates were showered with confetti as the Liberty celebrated winning the WNBA title in the Canyon of Heroes in downtown Manhattan. 
New York Sen. Chuck Schumer, Gov. Kathy Hochul and New York City Mayor Eric Adams joined the thousands who lined the streets on Thursday. 
The Liberty won the franchise's first championship, beating the Minnesota Lynx in overtime in a decisive Game 5 of the WNBA Finals on Sunday at the Barclays Center in Brooklyn. Some veteran Liberty players from the early teams, including Teresa Weatherspoon, Vickie Johnson and Kym Hampton, attended the parade. 
The route was full of fans of all ages, with many of the kids wearing jerseys of their favorite players. Jones carried her Finals MVP trophy atop her float, while Stewart and Ionescu went into the crowd, giving high-fives and taking selfies with fans.

    


"This is awesome. I've been a Liberty fan since they first started playing" said Sarah Davis of the WNBA's start in 1997. "It's so cool that we won and we could celebrate with a parade."




There have been over 200 ticker-tape and confetti parades in New York. The most recent to honor a women's sports team came in 2019 when the U.S. soccer team won the World Cup. Two years later, there was a parade to honor essential workers and first responders for their service during the coronavirus pandemic.


    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Not all New York sports champions have gotten the honor of a parade. The New York City FC won their first Major League Soccer championship in 2021, but only received a celebration at City Hall. Last year, NY/NJ Gotham FC won the championship of the NWSL woman's pro soccer league, but also didn't get a parade.
___
AP WNBA: https://apnews.com/hub/wnba-basketball
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                                        Mikel Arteta felt he had no choice.
The Arsenal manager saw his right back Ben White receive a yellow card in the first half of the Champions League game against Shakhtar Donetsk on Tuesday, and quickly came to a decision.
White needed to be removed at halftime.
"We have played enough with 10 men in the recent period," Arteta said with a smirk.
It is becoming abundantly clear: Arsenal has a discipline problem -- and it might yet cost Arteta's team a shot at the English Premier League title.
Arsenal has had three players sent off in the opening eight rounds of a league campaign that is seeing yellow cards being dished out at an unprecedented rate.
It continues something of a running theme under Arteta. Since he arrived as its manager in late 2019, Arsenal has collected 18 red cards in the Premier League -- five more than the next team.
Tellingly for Arteta, the only games where Arsenal dropped points this season -- the 1-1 home draw with Brighton, the 2-2 away draw at Manchester City and the 2-0 loss at Bournemouth on Saturday -- came when the team had a player dismissed.

    


"We cannot continue to play with 10 men, especially at this level. You see how we struggled," Arteta said this week. "We need to eradicate it, it's clear. Why, the reason, how -- it doesn't matter. We have to focus that it has to happen."




It particularly has to be happen on Sunday, when Liverpool visits Emirates Stadium in the headline match of the league's ninth round.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Liverpool is in first place, one point ahead of second-placed City and four clear of third-placed Arsenal. A win would put Liverpool seven points clear of Arsenal already -- hardly an insurmountable deficit at this stage but one which would leave Arteta's players with little wiggle room. Perhaps more importantly, it would likely leave Arsenal six points behind defending champion City, which is expected to swat aside winless Southampton on Saturday.

    


Arsenal's disciplinary issues come at the start of a season that has seen an average of 5.1 yellow cards awarded per game so far, according to league statistics supplier Opta.
That is far more than any previous Premier League, says Opta, which points out that last season's 4.2 yellows per game was a new record -- surpassing 3.7 per game in the 1998-99 season.
Two of Arsenal's dismissals -- Declan Rice against Brighton and Leandro Trossard against City -- saw the players in question each collect two yellow cards, the second for time-wasting by kicking the ball away.
William Saliba was handed a straight red against Bournemouth for bringing down Evanilson near the halfway line and denying what was adjudged to be a goal-scoring opportunity.
Saliba, perhaps Arteta's most important defender, will miss the Liverpool match as a result, at a time when Arsenal is already without captain Martin Odegaard (ankle) and might also be missing star winger Bukayo Saka (hamstring) and summer signing Riccardo Calafiori, who came off against Shakhtar with a twisted knee.
Liverpool will arrive on the back of 11 wins from its first 12 games in all competitions under new manager Arne Slot. That run contains six straight away victories, which is a club record for the start of a single campaign.

"Arteta has done an amazing job in the last few years," Slot said after Liverpool's 1-0 win at Leipzig on Wednesday, "and we have to be on top of our game to get a result."
___
Steve Douglas is at https://twitter.com/sdouglas80
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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            FILE - Real Madrid's Kylian Mbappe celebrates after scoring his side's second goal during the UEFA Super Cup Final soccer match between Real Madrid and Atalanta at the Narodowy stadium in Warsaw, Poland, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic, file)
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            FILE - Barcelona's head coach Hansi Flick sits at the bench during a Spanish La Liga soccer match between Osasuna and Barcelona at El Sadar stadium in Pamplona, Spain, Sept. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Miguel Oses, file)
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            Players train at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid, Spain, Sept. 16, 2024, ahead of a Champions League soccer match between VfB Stuttgart and Real Madrid. (AP Photo/Paul White, file)
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                                        BARCELONA, Spain (AP) -- When Real Madrid added Kylian Mbappe, Barcelona looked doomed to becoming a regular runner-up to its fierce rival.
Then Hansi Flick arrived with fresh ideas, Lamine Yamal blossomed into a star, his teammates stepped up their game, and Saturday's clasico promises to be a highly entertaining and close-fought match.
It will be the first clasico for Mbappe and Flick. Barcelona leads La Liga by three points from second-placed Madrid.
Here is a line-by-line look at the teams set to face off at the Santiago Bernabeu.

    


The forwards
Real Madrid became the envy of soccer when Mbappe walked away from Paris Saint-Germain and joined Madrid as a free agent last summer.
He has teamed up with the already brilliant Vinicius Junior to form the most lethal one-two punch in soccer, especially when either has any room to dribble at defenses caught off guard.
They have scored eight goals across all competitions, while Vinicius also has seven assists. Vinicius arrives in particularly great form after his hat trick fueled a 5-2 comeback from two goals down against Borussia Dortmund in the Champions League on Tuesday.




But with Rodrygo doubtful and Endrick unused by coach Carlo Ancelotti in recent games, Barcelona collectively may be able to counter Madrid's firepower up front.
Robert Lewandowski is playing at his best since arriving in Barcelona. Under Flick, his former coach at Bayern Munich, the 36-year-old Poland striker has scored 15 times, including a league-leading 12.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Raphinha has morphed from a hard-working winger into a scorer and team leader.
The Brazilian struck his second hat trick of the season -- and his career -- to power Barcelona's 4-1 rout of Bayern in the Champions League on Wednesday. He has nine goals and a team-high eight assists overall in this campaign.
Yamal has chipped in with five goals and seven assists after helping Spain win the European Championship in July and is an unpredictable playmaker from his spot on the right. He upstaged Mbappe when the then-16-year-old scored the goal of Euro 2024 as Spain beat France in the semifinals.

    


The midfielders
For the first time since the departure of Andres Iniesta, Barcelona can field a midfield that is at least more creative, if not better, than Madrid's.
Flick has plenty of options. Pedri delivers the final pass, Dani Olmo gives it scoring, and Flick has plucked a fine holding midfielder in Marc Casado from the La Masia training academy.
Barcelona can also call on Netherlands mainstay Frenkie de Jong, Olympic gold medalist Fermin Lopez, Pablo Torre, and Gavi Paez, who recently returned from a serious leg injury.
While Barcelona has more finesse, Madrid is struggling to find its flow in attack without those great long passes that the now retired Toni Kroos delivered season after season.
The Madrid midfield should, however, have more scoring punch thanks to the attacking instincts of Jude Bellingham and Federico Valverde. Bellingham delivered late winners in both of Madrid's clasico victories last season.
Ancelotti could use a four-man midfield and include Luka Modric or Eduardo Camavinga to play along with stopper Aurelien Tchouameni.

    


The defenders and goalkeepers
Madrid will have to manage without serial winner Dani Carvajal after his season-ending leg injury. Lucas Vazquez will likely take his place at right back and have to tangle with Yamal.
Eder Militao and Antonio Rudiger provide Madrid with a solid anchor with Ferland Mendy on the left.
Jules Kounde is enjoying his strongest season yet for Barcelona and will have another go at Vinicius. Inigo Martinez will likely partner with 17-year-old Pau Cubarsi to try to stop Mbappe in the middle, while Alejando Balde patrols the left flank.
Both teams will be without their top goalkeepers. Andriy Lunin is in for the injured Thibaut Courtois after performing admirably in the Belgian's place for a long period of last season. Inaki Pena still has to prove he is the right player to replace Marc-Andre ter Stegen. If not, then Wojciech Szczesny could take his spot for Barcelona.

    


The coaches
Flick's Barcelona is no longer dragged down by its obsession to control the ball. The German manager has Barcelona attacking with speed, and players like Raphinha and Yamal are thriving
Barcelona actually lost the possession game against Bayern, 58%-42%, while not suffering in defense. That shift would have been unthinkable under previous coaches like Xavi Hernandez.
Ancelotti, meanwhile, is having to deal with a problem that any coach would love to have: How to fit Mbappe and Vinicius in the same lineup since they both like to play on the left flank.

As Bellingham said last season when Madrid won La Liga and the European Cup, the strength of Ancelotti is in letting his players just get on with it and exploit their talents.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/madrid-barcelona-clasico-mbappe-flick-8484e05c2b37b6fac764d7c6f0a3540d
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            New York Yankees' Aaron Judge celebrates as he scores during the sixth inning in Game 4 of an American League Division baseball playoff series against the Kansas City Royals Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            This combo of images provided by Brent Habert, shows New York Yankees' Nestor Cortes' mint-colored and torch design baseball glove. (Brent Habert via AP)
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            3 of 15 | 
            New York Yankees left fielder Alex Verdugo, top, leaps over center fielder Aaron Judge as Judge tries to catch a fly ball by Cleveland Guardians' David Fry during the fifth inning in Game 5 of the baseball AL Championship Series Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Cleveland. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)
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            4 of 15 | 
            New York Yankees' Giancarlo Stanton celebrates after hitting a two-run home run against the Cleveland Guardians during the sixth inning in Game 5 of the baseball AL Championship Series Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Cleveland. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            New York Yankees' Anthony Rizzo celebrates after hitting a RBI double against the Cleveland Guardians during the sixth inning in Game 2 of the baseball AL Championship Series Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Godofredo Vasquez)
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            6 of 15 | 
            New York Yankees' Giancarlo Stanton (27) is congratulated by teammate Jazz Chisholm Jr. after hitting a solo home run during the eighth inning in Game 3 of an American League Division baseball playoff series against the Kansas City Royals Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            7 of 15 | 
            New York Yankees' Anthony Rizzo (48) and Steven Kwan stand at first base during the eighth inning in Game 1 of the baseball AL Championship Series Monday, Oct. 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Godofredo Vasquez)
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            This image provided by Brent Habert, shows New York Yankees' Nestor Cortes' mint-colored costumed designed baseball glove. (Brent Habert via AP)
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            9 of 15 | 
            New York Yankees first baseman Oswaldo Cabrera, right, tags out Cleveland Guardians' Brayan Rocchio (4) during the seventh inning in Game 5 of the baseball AL Championship Series Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Cleveland. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)
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            10 of 15 | 
            New York Yankees first baseman Oswaldo Cabrera reacts after a double play during the seventh inning in Game 5 of the baseball AL Championship Series against the Cleveland Guardians Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Cleveland. (AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki)
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            11 of 15 | 
            New York Yankees' Giancarlo Stanton watches his two-run home run against the Cleveland Guardians during the sixth inning in Game 5 of the baseball AL Championship Series Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Cleveland. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            12 of 15 | 
            Cleveland Guardians catcher Bo Naylor tags New York Yankees' Gleyber Torres out at home plate during the first inning in Game 5 of the baseball AL Championship Series Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Cleveland. (AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki)
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            13 of 15 | 
            New York Yankees' Aaron Judge reacts after striking out against the Cleveland Guardians during the first inning in Game 3 of the baseball AL Championship Series Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024, in Cleveland.(AP Photo/Godofredo Vasquez )
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            New York Yankees' Aaron Judge celebrates after hitting a double during the sixth inning in Game 4 of an American League Division baseball playoff series against the Kansas City Royals Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Reed Hoffmann)
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            New York Yankees' Jazz Chisholm Jr. (13) steals third ahead of a tag by Pittsburgh Pirates third baseman Isiah Kiner-Falefa, front left, during the first inning of a baseball game Friday, Sept. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            This combo of images provided by Brent Habert, shows New York Yankees' Nestor Cortes' mint-colored and torch design baseball glove. (Brent Habert via AP)
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            New York Yankees left fielder Alex Verdugo, top, leaps over center fielder Aaron Judge as Judge tries to catch a fly ball by Cleveland Guardians' David Fry during the fifth inning in Game 5 of the baseball AL Championship Series Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Cleveland. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)
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            New York Yankees' Giancarlo Stanton celebrates after hitting a two-run home run against the Cleveland Guardians during the sixth inning in Game 5 of the baseball AL Championship Series Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Cleveland. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            New York Yankees' Anthony Rizzo celebrates after hitting a RBI double against the Cleveland Guardians during the sixth inning in Game 2 of the baseball AL Championship Series Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Godofredo Vasquez)
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            New York Yankees' Giancarlo Stanton (27) is congratulated by teammate Jazz Chisholm Jr. after hitting a solo home run during the eighth inning in Game 3 of an American League Division baseball playoff series against the Kansas City Royals Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            New York Yankees' Anthony Rizzo (48) and Steven Kwan stand at first base during the eighth inning in Game 1 of the baseball AL Championship Series Monday, Oct. 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Godofredo Vasquez)
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            This image provided by Brent Habert, shows New York Yankees' Nestor Cortes' mint-colored costumed designed baseball glove. (Brent Habert via AP)
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            New York Yankees first baseman Oswaldo Cabrera, right, tags out Cleveland Guardians' Brayan Rocchio (4) during the seventh inning in Game 5 of the baseball AL Championship Series Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Cleveland. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)
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            New York Yankees first baseman Oswaldo Cabrera reacts after a double play during the seventh inning in Game 5 of the baseball AL Championship Series against the Cleveland Guardians Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Cleveland. (AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki)
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            New York Yankees' Giancarlo Stanton watches his two-run home run against the Cleveland Guardians during the sixth inning in Game 5 of the baseball AL Championship Series Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Cleveland. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            Cleveland Guardians catcher Bo Naylor tags New York Yankees' Gleyber Torres out at home plate during the first inning in Game 5 of the baseball AL Championship Series Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Cleveland. (AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- These Yankees have minted a new vibe going into their first World Series since 2009.
Baseball's most tradition-bound team, with a grandiose granite-and-limestone stadium and pinstriped home uniforms that have hardly changed since 1936, has added a flamboyant flash to its accessories: Statue of Liberty green.
"Been kind of looking for a little accent color and I think the Statue of Liberty and what it represents in the city and the state, it's a good one," said captain Aaron Judge, who started the color craze.
New York remains the major leagues' most conservatively dressed club in an era marked by expressions of individuality -- Yankees players remain forbidden from long hair or beards under a policy owner George Steinbrenner issued in 1976. But whether its Jazz Chisholm Jr. and Alex Verdugo wearing glitzy chains, or Juan Soto walking up to a dembow hit titled after his signature "Soto Shuffle," this year's team isn't as stodgy as the Yankees of yesteryear. 

    


Up and down the lineup, nothing expresses that quite like all the mint green accents. It's on cleats, chest protectors, batting gloves and sliding mitts, along with wrist and elbow guards. This is one team happy to be told it looks like statues -- at least sartorially.




Judge is the Yankees' ultimate influencer, and if he goes green, the rest of the team follows.
Reliever Jake Cousins remembered joining up with the Yankees at the team hotel in Phoenix after he was acquired on March 31, the fourth day of the season.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"I got on the bus, went to the back, just kind of said, `What's up?' to everybody and sat there in silence," Cousins said. "And when we pulled into the stadium -- Judge sits at the very front -- and we got off the bus, and Judge got off first. He waited off on the side for me and I was the last guy off the bus and Judge was there waiting for me, like, `Hey, man, welcome to the team. If you need anything, I'll help you out.' That just shows his true leadership."

    


Now 32 and likely to win his second AL MVP Award, Judge leads the Yankees into the World Series starting Friday at the Los Angeles Dodgers. He signed with the Yankees in 2013, made his big league debut three years later and in December 2022 was appointed the team's first captain since Derek Jeter.
"I've been in the Yankees organization for a while and I just felt like that was what I saw the veteran guys do, and I just wanted to be a part of that," Judge said. "I try to continue to do that to this day and try to show our younger guys the same thing, `How you doing around here?' because the quicker we get these guys feeling comfortable with us, feel like they're a part of this team, the better they're going to be playing, the better they're going to help us win games."
Yankees manager Aaron Boone cites a togetherness that developed when players started reporting to the minor league complex in Tampa, Florida, last January, well before spring training. Five of the 26 players on the active roster for the AL Championship Series clincher were not with the Yankees when spring training started and acclimated after they arrived.

    


Getting into the tonal temperament, Nestor Cortes even had a glove made in mint with a navy torch, orange Statue of Liberty flame and "Hialeah Kid" stitched in script into the leather along back of the index finger. The left-hander contacted 44 Pro, his equipment supplier. on April 26 to make a special order.
"I said everybody's using the mint-colored glove here or mint-colored accessory," Cortes recalled telling the company. "I'd like to kind of blend it in with New York and see if we can get a torch in there or something."
Graphic designer Trey Miasek got to work and Cortes used the glitzy glove when he pitched six scoreless innings to beat Baltimore for the Yankees on June 18.
"They're known to be the strictest in the MLB in terms of having facial hair or piercings or hairstyles," said Benny Miller, Pro44's glove product line manager. "It's always kind of surprising when they all went crazy with the mint."

    


Cortes later had to stop using the glove when MLB decided the flame was distracting to batters, the pitcher said.
Chisholm has added to the exuberance since he was acquired from Miami on July 27. The infielder is co-owner of his glove company, Absolutely Ridiculous Innovation for Athletes (ARIA), and a staffer traveled to Boston with appropriately hued gear for his Yankees debut at Fenway Park on July 28.
For the World Series, Chisholm has a pair of new gloves in navy blue with metallic gold, one with 27 flames and one with 27 pennants -- the number representing the Yankees record total of titles.
Chisholm, whose given name is Jasrado, has impacted the Yankee Stadium music. When he fouls off pitches, organist Ed Alstrom at times plays Kander and Ebb -- "All That Jazz" from the 1975 Broadway musical "Chicago;" "Take Five," Paul Desmond's best-selling jazz composition made famous by the Dave Brubeck Quartet; and "Funky Nassau" a 1971 Ray Munnings and Tyrone Fitzgerald song performed by The Beginning of the End, an R&B group from Nassau in the Bahamas -- where Chisholm was born.

"Brings a lot of swag to the park every day and energy -- kind of a light and a smile," manager Boone said. "He's hugged our room and they've hugged him back.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/
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    Chiefs acquire three-time All-Pro wide receiver DeAndre Hopkins from the Titans, AP source says

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 5 | 
            Tennessee Titans' DeAndre Hopkins (10) makes a catch against Indianapolis Colts' Jaylon Jones (40) during the first half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Oct. 13, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/John Amis)
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            Miami Dolphins linebacker Anthony Walker Jr. (6) defends Tennessee Titans wide receiver DeAndre Hopkins (10) during the first half of an NFL football game, Monday, Sept. 30, 2024, in Miami Gardens, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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                                        KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) -- The two-time defending Super Bowl champion Kansas City Chiefs are acquiring three-time All-Pro wide receiver DeAndre Hopkins from the Tennessee Titans, replenishing a position group that has been ravaged by injuries, a person familiar with the deal told The Associated Press on Wednesday.
The person spoke to the AP on condition of anonymity because the teams have not announced the trade.
The Chiefs are sending a conditional fifth-round pick to the Titans, according to NFL Network, while Tennessee is taking on some of Hopkins' salary. That was an important point for the Chiefs, who have very little salary cap space.

    


Chiefs coach Andy Reid declined to acknowledge the trade before practice Wednesday, saying only that general manager Brett Veach was "dealing with all of that." When pressed about the trade, Reid said with a slight smile: "I know nothing."
The Chiefs lost wide receiver Marquise Brown, one of their top free-agent signings, to shoulder surgery prior to the start of the season. Second-year star Rashee Rice sustained a season-ending knee injury last month against the Chargers, and veteran wide receiver JuJu Smith-Schuster is out after hurting his hamstring in last Sunday's win over the 49ers.




Hopkins is the third high-profile wide receiver to be traded in just over a week.
Davante Adams was the first to move last Tuesday, going from the Raiders to the Jets for a conditional third-round draft pick next year and reuniting with Aaron Rodgers, his old quarterback in Green Bay. Hours later, the Bills acquired Amari Cooper and a sixth-round pick next year from the Browns for a third-round pick along with a seventh-rounder in 2026.

    



    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The 32-year-old Hopkins only had 15 catches for 173 yards and a touchdown in his second season in Tennessee. But Hopkins is a proven star -- 943 catches for 12,528 yards and 79 TDs over a career spent mostly in Arizona and Houston -- and has a versatile skill set that should fit well into Reid's complex offensive system.

    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Hopkins is also on an expiring contract, which means the cash-strapped Chiefs will not assume any salary beyond this season. That was crucial to any trade they made given the number of pending free agents they have on the roster.
"I think the biggest thing is just getting with the coaches. The coaches do a great job of getting guys up to speed, and you've seen that already this year," quarterback Patrick Mahomes said Wednesday. "I just try to be on the same page as the guys that are in there."

    


This is the third straight season that the Chiefs have traded for wide receiver help. They acquired Kadarius Toney from the Giants two years ago, though he was cut before this season, and Mecole Hardman from the Jets last season.
The Chiefs will try to present Hopkins with enough of the playbook that he can help out as soon as Sunday against the Raiders in Las Vegas. But it could take several weeks before he is familiar enough with it to make a genuine impact.
That's not a problem for the Chiefs, though. The only unbeaten team left in the NFL at 6-0, they are eying a much bigger prize: Mahomes and Co. are trying to win an unprecedented third straight Lombardi Trophy come February.
The Chiefs won their second straight Super Bowl by beating the 49ers last February, despite a wide receiver corps that was among the NFL's worst. And while Chiefs general manager Brett Veach tried to solve the problem by signing Brown and drafting Xavier Worthy in the first round, their injury situation this season had left them in a familiar predicament.

The Chiefs still have productive tight ends Travis Kelce and Noah Gray, but they were preparing to play this week with Worthy alongside Hardman, journeyman Justin Watson and disappointing former second round pick Skyy Moore.

    


Hopkins provides a massive upgrade to that group for a team that has championship expectations.
___
Maaddi reported from Clearwater, Florida.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL
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DePaul hopes to chart different course with new coach Chris Holtmann and overhauled roster
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                    FILE - Chris Holtmann speaks after being introduced as the new NCAA college basketball head coach at DePaul University in Chicago Monday, March 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Seligman, File)
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                                        DePaul (3-29, 0-20 Big East)
DePaul hopes to chart a different course after hiring coach Chris Holtmann to restore a once-proud program. The Blue Demons have an entirely new roster following one of the worst seasons in Big East history. DePaul fired former coach Tony Stubblefield in January and hired Holtmann in March, a month after he was let go by Ohio State. Holtmann brings a 251-171 record with seven NCAA Tournament appearances in 13 seasons at Gardner-Webb, Butler and Ohio State. He was Coach of the Year in the Big East and Big Ten. 
Players to watch
Layden Blocker (sophomore, guard, 3.7 ppg). The Arkansas transfer has a chance to establish himself with the Blue Demons after getting inconsistent minutes with the Razorbacks. Blocker started five of the 27 games he played in and shot 40.3%. 
Conor Enright (junior, guard, 6.9 ppg). Enright started all 33 games for Drake last season and was second in the Missouri Valley with a 2.44 assist-turnover ratio. The Bulldogs went 28-7 and won their second straight conference tournament.
David Skogman (graduate student, forward, 13.3 ppg). Skogman played the past two years at Davidson after spending two at Buffalo. He started 17 games last season before a season-ending injury and shot 55.6% from the field.




Departures and arrivals
How big a job did Holtmann inherit? Of the 14 players on the roster, 10 are transfers and four are freshman. None suited up for DePaul last season.
Top games 
DePaul hosts Southern Indiana in the season opener on Nov. 4. Notable nonconference games include trips to Texas Tech (Dec. 4) and Northwestern (Dec. 21) as well as home games against Wichita State (Dec. 14) and Loyola Chicago (Dec. 28). The Big East opener is against Providence at home on Dec. 10. DePaul hosts No. 3 UConn on Jan. 1 .

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts and figures
DePaul has four straight losing seasons and has not finished with a winning record since going 19-17 in 2018-19. ... The Blue Demons are 66-275 in Big East play since joining the league in 2005. ... DePaul has lost 34 of 35 league games, counting the conference tournament. ... The Blue Demons were the first team to go 0-20 in Big East play. 

    


___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-basketball-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-basketball
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Miami's Lionel Messi earned more than 22 other MLS teams' payrolls in 2024
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            Inter Miami forward Lionel Messi (10) celebrates with his teammates after winning the MLS Supporters' Shield after their match against the New England Revolution at Chase Stadium on Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024 in Fort Lauderdale, Florida./Miami Herald via AP)
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            Sporting Kansas City defender Joaquin Fernandez, back, and Los Angeles FC attacker Olivier Giroud battle for the ball during the first half of an MLS soccer match Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Kansas City, Kan. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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                                        BETHESDA, Md. (AP) -- Inter Miami's Lionel Messi earned more than the entire payrolls of 22 other Major League Soccer teams, and Olivier Giroud has $3,675,000 in annualized total compensation under the contract he signed to join Los Angeles FC in July.
The Major League Soccer Players Association released its salary update on Thursday and Messi's $12 million base salary and $20,446,667 in total compensation from Inter Miami remained the same as in the initial listing in May.
Those figures cover what Messi receives from his MLS deal, which runs through the 2025 season, including any marketing bonus and agent's fees. They do not account for any additional agreements with the team or its affiliates, or for any performance bonuses.
Miami, the league's regular-season Supporters Shield champion, led the league with a record $41.7 million payroll, double all but Toronto ($31.8 million), Los Angeles FC ($22.1 million), the LA Galaxy ($22 million) and Nashville ($21.9 million).

    


Players on Cincinnati ($21 million) and Houston ($20.5 million) also totaled more than Messi.
Montreal ($11.4 million), Philadelphia ($13.8 million) and Dallas ($13.9 million) are among the lowest payrolls.




Giroux, a 38-year-old striker, joined LA in July on a free transfer from AC Milan. He has a $2.8 million annualized salary for 2024.
Miami midfielder Sergio Busquets is second in the league in salary at $8,499,996 and has $8,774,996 in total compensation. Toronto winger Lorenzo Insigne has a $7.5 million salary and $15.4 million in total compensation.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Other notable players who joined MLS during the summer transfer window included Houston forward Ezequiel Ponce ($2.56 million salary, $2,822,200 total compensation), St. Louis midfielder Marcel Hartel ($1,797,600, $2,183,113), Atlanta midfielder Alexey Miranchuk ($2.4 million, $3,685,441), Salt Lake midfielder Diogo Goncalves ($1.65 million, $1,797,108), Minnesota forward Kelvin Yeboah ($1,225,000), New York Red Bulls midfielder Felipe Carballo ($1.02 million, $1,169,777), Cincinnati defender Chidozie Awaziem ($1.08 million, $1,205,675), Austin winger Osman Bukari ($1 million) and LA Galaxy midfielder Marco Reus ($960,000, $1,216,667).

    


Among Americans returning to MLS were Colorado right back Reggie Cannon ($750,000, $841,500) and Charlotte defender Tim Ream ($500,000, $577,500).

Former New England forward Jozy Altidore was listed as an MLS pool player at $1,683,750 in salary and $2,242,574 in total compensation. Former Toronto player Michael Bradley was listed as retired with pay and total compensation of $725,000.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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                                        Payrolls for Major League Soccer rosters based on 899 players under contract to current teams as of Sept. 13, as compiled by the Major League Soccer Players Association. Includes 2024 salaries and prorated shares of signing bonuses and other guaranteed income not attributable to a specific year:
	Team	Payroll
	Miami	$41,708,280
	Toronto	$31,808,632
	Los Angeles FC	$22,085,924
	LA Galaxy	$21,962,879
	Nashville	$21,864,490
	Cincinnati	$20,950,009
	Houston	$20,515,359
	New England	$18,883,233
	New York Red Bulls	$18,083,549
	Austin	$17,595,884
	Orlando	$17,493,932
	Vancouver	$17,414,357
	Chicago	$17,224,012
	Seattle	$16,680,315
	Columbus	$16,586,339
	D.C.	$16,490,439
	Kansas City	$16,313,140
	New York City	$16,243,559
	Salt Lake	$16,066,481
	St. Louis	$15,484,335
	Charlotte	$15,474,045
	Portland	$15,407,617
	Atlanta	$15,230,938
	Minnesota	$14,768,315
	San Jose	$14,634,037
	Colorado	$14,435,426
	Dallas	$13,916,277
	Philadelphia	$13,813,718
	Montreal	$11,438,409
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            LSU head coach Brian Kelly reacts during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Mississippi in Baton Rouge, La., Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            Texas A&M head coach Mike Elko is seen during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Mississippi State, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Starkville, Miss. (AP Photo/Randy J. Williams)
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            LSU quarterback Garrett Nussmeier (13) drops back to pass against Arkansas during the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Fayetteville, Ark. (AP Photo/Michael Woods)
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            Texas A&M running back Le'Veon Moss (8) catches the ball during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Mississippi State, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Starkville, Miss. (AP Photo/Randy J. Williams)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        No. 8 LSU visits No. 14 Texas A&M in a matchup of the last two teams undefeated in SEC play

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            LSU head coach Brian Kelly reacts during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Mississippi in Baton Rouge, La., Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 4

                                    
                                    LSU head coach Brian Kelly reacts during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Mississippi in Baton Rouge, La., Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 4 | 
            Texas A&M head coach Mike Elko is seen during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Mississippi State, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Starkville, Miss. (AP Photo/Randy J. Williams)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 4

                                    
                                    Texas A&M head coach Mike Elko is seen during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Mississippi State, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Starkville, Miss. (AP Photo/Randy J. Williams)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            LSU quarterback Garrett Nussmeier (13) drops back to pass against Arkansas during the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Fayetteville, Ark. (AP Photo/Michael Woods)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 4

                                    
                                    LSU quarterback Garrett Nussmeier (13) drops back to pass against Arkansas during the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Fayetteville, Ark. (AP Photo/Michael Woods)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 4 | 
            Texas A&M running back Le'Veon Moss (8) catches the ball during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Mississippi State, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Starkville, Miss. (AP Photo/Randy J. Williams)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 4

                                    
                                    Texas A&M running back Le'Veon Moss (8) catches the ball during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Mississippi State, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Starkville, Miss. (AP Photo/Randy J. Williams)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            KRISTIE RIEKEN

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


COLLEGE STATION, Texas (AP) -- LSU coach Brian Kelly didn't need to be reminded of how tough it is to play at Kyle Field as his eighth-ranked Tigers prepared for Saturday night's visit to No. 14 Texas A&M in a matchup of the last teams unbeaten in Southeastern Conference play.
He only had to think back two years to his first season with the Tigers when they were ranked No. 6 before the unranked Aggies upset them 38-23 in College Station to dash their College Football Playoff hopes.
"Yeah, we learned a lot about the different venues in this league," Kelly said. "I think when you go to A&M, a lot like coming to Tiger Stadium, they kind of separate themselves and you have to prepare for that kind of environment and block out those distractions because if you don't they will affect the outcome of certain games."
Both teams have won six straight games after losing their openers and became the only undefeated teams in the SEC after Georgia's win at Texas last Saturday. LSU is 3-0 in SEC play and Texas A&M is 4-0.

    


The Aggies, who are in their first season under coach Mike Elko after Jimbo Fisher's firing, are looking for a statement victory as they chase their first appearance in the SEC championship game.




"It's going to be an opportunity for us to go out there and show we belong on this stage and take this program where we all thought we wanted it to go," Elko said. "They're a great team. We're a talented team. It's going to be a lot of fun."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The Aggies are expecting a crowd of more than 100,000 as they look for their second straight home win over a top 10 team after a 41-10 rout of then-No. 9 Missouri on Oct. 5.
It will be LSU quarterback Garrett Nussmeier's second trip to Kyle Field after visiting as the backup in that 2022 game. He's trying to focus on his team and how the Tigers can get better this week.
"Obviously we acknowledge it's going to be a tough environment -- a tough place to play," he said. "It's going to be loud. It's going to be exciting ... it's real easy to get caught up in the extracurriculars of what this game means and all the different things that play into it. We can think about those all week and then lose the football game and it won't matter."

    


No cupcakes
Kelly warns against judging Nussmeier by his completion rate of about 55% (69 of 125) during the Tigers' three SEC games.
Kelly said LSU's passing scheme this season tends to favor a progression of downfield reads, which can make the Tigers hard to defend even if some of those throws are harder to complete than shorter screen passes or checkdowns.
"You're not getting some of the cupcake throws that keep the chains moving in some other offenses," Kelly said. "So, percentages tend to dip a little bit because of that. But we feel like that is a better fit for Garrett in terms of what he does. And it's worked pretty good for our offense."
Indeed, Nussmeier's 317.4 yards passing per game ranks seventh nationally and he leads the SEC with 18 touchdowns passes.
Running Aggies
The Aggies, led by Le'Veon Moss, rank 13th in the country by averaging 218.6 yards rushing. The LSU defense ranks 33rd in allowing just 114.9 yards rushing per game.
The Tigers gave up just 38 yards rushing in last week's win over Arkansas and held UCLA to a season low 14 on Sept. 21. Moss ranks second in the SEC by averaging 96.3 yards a game and has eight rushing touchdowns.

    


Procedure penalties
Knowing it will be playing in one of the tougher road venues in college football, LSU's offense has been examining a slew of pre-snap penalties that occurred at Arkansas last week. 
"I don't know that we have to freak out about it and act like this is some new thing that's going to kill us," Nussmeier said. "At the same time, it was unacceptable. So, we've got to fix it."
Tough running
Freshman Caden Durham, LSU's leading rusher, is not entirely healthy. He leads the Tigers with 382 yards rushing and eight total touchdowns in six games since not receiving a carry in a season-opening loss to Southern California.
Kelly said Durham is "playing at about 80 to 85%" because of a foot injury during a victory over South Alabama on Sept. 28.
"Injuries are hard to deal with at any position," Kelly continued. "When you're a running back and you've got an injury and you're still fighting through it, I think it says a lot about the young man and I'm really proud of him."

    


___
AP Sports Writer Brett Martel contributed to this report.
___
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Cincinnati and Colorado to meet as they flourish in 2nd year with their coaches
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            Cincinnati's Brendan Sorsby throws during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Arizona State, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Cincinnati. (AP Photo/Kareem Elgazzar)
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            Colorado quarterback Shedeur Sanders (2) reacts in the second half during an NCAA college football game against Arizona, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Tucson, Ariz. (AP Photo/Rick Scuteri)
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            Colorado quarterback Shedeur Sanders scores a touchdown as Arizona defensive back Owen Goss (27) tries to make the tackle in the first half during an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Tucson, Ariz. (AP Photo/Rick Scuteri)
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            Colorado wide receiver Travis Hunter talks to teammates after being taken out in the second half during an NCAA college football game against Arizona, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Tucson, Ariz. (AP Photo/Rick Scuteri)
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            Colorado wide receiver Drelon Miller (6) celebrates with wide receiver Travis Hunter after scoring a touchdown against Arizona in the first half during an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Tucson, Ariz. (AP Photo/Rick Scuteri)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Cincinnati (5-2, 3-1 Big 12) at Colorado (5-2, 3-1), Saturday, 10:15 p.m. ET (ESPN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Colorado by 51/2.
Series record: Colorado leads 1-0.
What's at stake?
At 3-1 in conference play, Cincinnati and Colorado need a win to stay in a tightly bunched Big 12 title chase as everyone tries to catch undefeated BYU and Iowa State. Both the Bearcats and the Buffaloes are back on track after struggling last year in their first seasons with a new coach. The Bearcats finished 3-9 in 2023 with Scott Satterfield in charge, while Colorado was 4-8 in Deion Sanders' inaugural season in Boulder. These two squads both feature standout quarterbacks, with Shedeur Sanders (161.56) and Brendan Sorsby (152.08) ranking 1-2 in the conference in passer rating. The Bearcats are visiting Folsom Field for the first time since 1972, a 56-14 Colorado win. 

    


Key matchup
A Colorado offensive line anchored by freshman left tackle Jordan Seaton will have a tall order keeping Shedeur Sanders secure against a strong Bearcats pass rush. Cincinnati ranks third in the league with 17 sacks. Linebacker Jared Bartlett leads the way with 4 1/2 and defensive end Eric Phillips has four. Same case with Cincy's O-line as it faces Colorado's excellent pass rushers. The Buffaloes have 16 sacks over the last three games.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Players to watch
Cincinnati: Joe Royer leads all Big 12 tight ends with 32 catches and 387 yards. Travis Kelce holds the single-season school mark for receptions by a tight end with 45 in 2012. 
Colorado: Two-way star Travis Hunter only played on a limited basis last weekend to rest a sore shoulder, unusual for someone who rarely leaves the field. On offense, he leads the team with 51 catches for 604 yards. On defense, he has two interceptions and a forced fumble. "He's feeling much better than last week," Deion Sanders said. "You could just tell with his giddy-up and the way he goes about life, a little more pep in his step."

    


Facts & figures
Cincinnati would be bowl-eligible for a sixth time in seven seasons with a victory against Colorado. ... Colorado can become bowl-eligible, too, with a victory. ... Like Colorado, the Bearcats used the transfer portal to fill gaps in a hurry. Among the players Cincinnati brought in are Sorsby (Indiana), Royer (Ohio State), linebackers Bartlett (West Virginia) and Jake Golday (Central Arkansas) and safety Derrick Canteen (Virginia Tech). ... The Bearcats have converted 7 of 8 fourth-down attempts this year. ... Cincinnati's two losses -- 28-27 to Pittsburgh and 44-41 at Texas Tech -- have been by a combined four points.
___
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Alonso ill ahead of 400th start. Will skip Thursday events to focus on remainder of Mexican GP
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            Aston Martin driver Fernando Alonso of Spain arrives at a promotional event in Mexico City, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, ahead of the weekend Formula One Mexico Grand Prix auto race. (AP Photo/Moises Castillo)
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            Aston Martin driver Fernando Alonso of Spain waves during a promotional event in Mexico City, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, ahead of the weekend Formula One Mexico Grand Prix auto race. (AP Photo/Moises Castillo)
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            A fan of Aston Martin driver Fernando Alonso of Spain holds a poster depicting Alonso as the Scared Heart of Jesus, during a promotional event in Mexico City, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, ahead of the weekend Formula One Mexico Grand Prix auto race. (AP Photo/Moises Castillo)
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            Aston Martin driver Fernando Alonso of Spain waves during a promotional event in Mexico City, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, ahead of the weekend Formula One Mexico Grand Prix auto race. (AP Photo/Moises Castillo)
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                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- Fernando Alonso is ill and unable to participate in Thursday activities at the Mexican Grand Prix, and Aston Martin said the Spaniard will rest ahead of his record 400th race.
The team said Alonso is "focused on feeling 100% for Friday" and plans to participate in Friday's second practice session. His only scheduled events Thursday were media appearances, and no details of his ailment were released.
He did participate in some Wednesday sponsor appearances.
Alonso on Sunday is scheduled to make his 400th career F1 start, most in series history. He long ago set the record when he passed Kimi Raikkonen, who retired with 353 starts. 
The 43-year-old Alonso is ninth in the driver standings with five F1 races remaining this season. He has 32 career victories and 106 podium finishes.
Alonso reflected on the mark earlier this week on the "On the Grid" podcast presented by F1. 

    


"When I won the championship in 2006 and then I joined McLaren, I had a three-year contract for 2007, '08 and '09, and I was 99% sure that 2009 would be my last F1 season. That was my very clear plan in my head," Alonso said. "When I signed that contract, in my head at that time, it was like a long-term contract and three years will feel maybe long, but this is the last. 




"I already fulfilled my dream. This is beyond my wildest imagination to be an F1 champion, so what else can I do here? I signed this contract with McLaren, hoped to win more championships, hoped to win more races, but after F1 there is a different life outside. I was thinking I will have a family, I will do normal things, normal days."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Yet here he is -- even after sitting out of F1 in 2019 and 2020 -- and with a lifetime contract to remain at Aston Martin.
Rival drivers are amazed at the longevity of the two-time world champion.
"What an impressive career. Fernando breathes racing, eats racing, wakes up racing. When he has free time, he just goes go-karting. He just wants to drive and race all the time," Esteban Ocon said. "I've talked about it for him, what motivates him. He just says he doesn't know really what else to do. It's been his life and he just enjoys racing all the time. 

    


"He has nothing to prove anymore to anyone. He's one of the best ever, clearly."
Carlos Sainz Jr., a fellow Spaniard, said he was inspired by Alonso to chase F1 rather than follow his father into a career of rally racing. 
"It is crazy to me to think when I was growing up, 9, 10 years old, he was already in F1. And now that I turned 30 myself, he's still in Formula 1," Sainz said. "Obviously he's still here because he wants it and he has so much talent and speed still at his age that he can allow himself to keep choosing about what to do with his future and with his life, which in a competitive field of 19 other very hungry younger drivers, that says a lot."
Alonso reminds Sainz of his own father, who still competes today. 

"I have a very good example at home with my dad, still winning Dakars at 61, 62, so I know what it takes to have at home someone that is still hungry and very motivated about what he does and my dad is a perfect example," Sainz said. "So I can see why Fernando has a very similar approach to things because you can tell they are made of racing. They cannot live without racing."
___
AP auto racing: https://apnews.com/hub/auto-racing
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            Miami quarterback Cam Ward watches from the sidelines against California during the first half of an NCAA college football game in Berkeley, Calif., Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Jed Jacobsohn)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. (AP) -- Cam Ward is one of many key Miami players who have never been part of a rivalry game against Florida State.
The significance didn't need much explaining. They already knew.
No. 6 Miami (7-0, 3-0 Atlantic Coast Conference) plays its annual showdown against Florida State (1-6, 1-5) on Saturday night, the Hurricanes looking to stay in the ACC title and College Football Playoff pictures -- and the reeling Seminoles getting a chance to play spoiler.
"You'd be surprised how many guys you think wouldn't be familiar with it but are familiar with it," Miami coach Mario Cristobal said. "I think it's important that we always educate our players on the history of the University of Miami and such an insanely awesome rivalry like we've always had with Florida State."
Ward enters the week as the nation's top quarterback in a number of categories -- yards and touchdowns among them. He gifted his teammates new custom headphones this week as part of his sponsorship deal with Bose, was introduced as an Adidas endorser this week as well, and is among the Heisman Trophy favorites according to BetMGM Sportsbook.

    


"I'm just excited to finally get to play one of these games. ... We get to go play a good football team on Saturday," Ward said. "What else could you ask for?"




His view of Florida State was shared by everyone in the Miami camp this week. On paper, a 1-6 record looks awful. On film, the Hurricanes see plenty of talent on the other side. And Miami needs only to go back to last year for proof about how odds don't matter at all in this series.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The Hurricanes were 14-point underdogs last season at Tallahassee -- against an unbeaten Florida State team -- and had the ball with a chance to tie in the final minutes before falling 27-20. This year, it's Florida State as 21-point underdogs on the road against an unbeaten Miami team. And no, nobody would be surprised if this game is much closer.

    


"I'm not one of those coaches that say every game is the same. No. I love these games," Florida State coach Mike Norvell said. "I love the fact we get to be a part of it. No matter what, people will remember this game. ... This game is the tradition, rivalry. You go back throughout all the years and no matter where you're from, the country is going to still be watching what happens in this game."
FSU cannot score ... 
There are 661 teams in all divisions of NCAA football -- FBS, FCS, Division II, Division III and reclassifying.
Of those, only 25 have yet to score more than 21 points in a game this season. Florida State is the only FBS school in that club; 18 of the other 24 are Division III.
And FSU hasn't managed more than 16 points in any of its last eight games on U.S. soil, going back to last season; the 21-point effort was in Ireland against Georgia Tech to open this season.
... but everyone scores against Miami
The Hurricanes have given up at least 34 points in three straight games, the first time any Miami team has done that since November 2013.
That team went 0-3 in those contests; this team has gone 3-0.
Miami also had three-game streaks of giving up 34 or more in 1984 ( including "Hail Flutie" ), 1952 and 1944. The Hurricanes went 0-3 in all three of those stretches.

    


Biggest win disparity ever
This is the 69th Miami-Florida State game between the schools and there's never been a six-win disparity between the programs entering any of those contests -- that is, until now, with Miami 7-0 and Florida State 1-6.
There have been two games where the teams were separated by five wins: Miami was 5-2 and Florida State was 0-8 going into the 1974 game (FSU pulled off a 21-14 upset) and Florida State was 6-2 against a 1-4 Miami team in 1958 (FSU won that year, 17-6).
For the state championship
A win on Saturday would make Miami 4-0 against in-state competition this season, with wins already over Florida, Florida A&M and South Florida.
Miami hasn't gone 4-0 against Sunshine State opponents in a season since 2009.
Florida State has yet to face an in-state rival this season. Miami will be the first and a Nov. 30 home game against Florida ends the Seminoles' regular-season slate.

    


What a difference a year makes
The Seminoles had 322 yards last year against Miami. Most of the players responsible for those yards are no longer at Florida State.
The only yard-contributors from that game who should play Saturday for Florida State are RB Lawrance Toafili (nine rushing yards), WR Ja'Khi Douglas (three catches, 69 yards) and TE Kyle Morlock (one catch, 11 yards).
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            FILE -Southern California guard JuJu Watkins (12) drives to the basket past UConn guard Paige Bueckers (5) during the first half of an Elite Eight college basketball game in the women's NCAA Tournament, Monday, April 1, 2024, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Steve Dykes, File)
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            FILE -UCLA center Lauren Betts (51) drives against LSU forward Angel Reese (10) during the first quarter of a Sweet Sixteen round college basketball game during the NCAA Tournament, Saturday, March 30, 2024, in Albany, N.Y. (AP Photo/Hans Pennink, File)
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            FILE -Ohio State guard Taylor Thierry, left, blocks a shot by Nebraska forward Natalie Potts (22) during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki, File)
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            FILE -UCLA guard Kiki Rice (1) drives against LSU guard Flau'jae Johnson (4) during the third quarter of a Sweet Sixteen round college basketball game during the NCAA Tournament, Saturday, March 30, 2024, in Albany, N.Y. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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            FILE - Villanova guard Lucy Olsen (3) shoots against Oregon State during the second half of an NCAA basketball game on Sunday, Nov. 12, 2023, in Corvallis, Ore. (AP Photo/Amanda Loman, File)
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                                        Caitlin Clark made Big Ten women's basketball a must-see attraction before leaving for the WNBA.
Thanks to her transformational talent, the Iowa Hawkeyes sold out every conference game last season for the first time in history.
Now it's up to players like JuJu Watkins of Southern California, Lauren Betts of UCLA, Alexis Markowski of Nebraska and Shyanne Sellers of Maryland to keep the momentum going.
The conference, now having grown to 18 members with the addition of UCLA, USC, Oregon and Washington this season, has six teams in the The Associated Press preseason Top 25.
"I just feel really secure to know that I'm stepping into the best league in the country," UCLA coach Cori Close said.
The Hawkeyes aren't ranked to start the season. They've ceded that status to two of the league's newcomers.
USC leads the way at No. 3 behind Watkins, a preseason first-team All-American along with teammate Kiki Iriafen. The Trojans' crosstown rival, UCLA, is ranked seventh led by returnees Betts and Kiki Rice. Also in the Top 25 are No. 14 Ohio State, No. 18 Maryland, No. 23 Nebraska and No. 25 Indiana.

    


"Our depth and versatility is spectacular," Close said. "It's the most talent of any team that I have ever coached, which is really fun."




The Big Ten will get an international spotlight when the season begins with the Aflac Oui Play doubleheader in Paris on Nov. 4. The Bruins take on No. 17 Louisville and the Trojans face No. 20 Mississippi at Adidas Arena.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"It's unbelievable to be a part of this sport now. There's this tidal wave, an apex, and it feels like we're only going to grow from here," USC coach Lindsay Gottlieb said. "It's been incredible to see the opportunities grow for women, to see the game take on the exposure that we've gotten, and just really grateful to be where we are right now."

    


Major matchups
Fans will want to circle Feb. 2 on their calendars. That's when Watkins, the nation's second-leading scorer at 27.1 points last season, and the Trojans travel to Iowa to face the Hawkeyes and Lucy Olsen, who averaged 23.3 points. Even without Clark, this game will be a hot ticket on a cold winter's night. 
"I'm really excited to see the Big Ten atmospheres across the country that we're going to get to experience and how our players react and respond to that," Gottlieb said.
Other big games include Indiana at Iowa on Jan. 12; Ohio State at UCLA on Feb. 5 and the Buckeyes at USC three days later; and UCLA at USC on Feb. 13. 
Schedule madness 
Schools will play 18 conference games. Each team plays 16 of the other teams once. Traditional rivalries will be preserved, with schools like USC and UCLA playing each other twice. 
"I haven't been a part of a balanced schedule like that for many years," Close said. "Then for playing your rival twice, I think it's going to be a really good situation."
To ease the travel burden, the West Coast schools will combine six games into three trips to the Eastern and Central time zones. Teams from those time zones will go west just once to play two games over four days.
The Big Ten Tournament will be played in Indianapolis from March 5-9, with the top 15 teams qualifying. 

    


Transfer portal impact
The Trojans added Iriafen, a preseason first-team All-American from Stanford, and Talia von Oelhoffen from Oregon State. The Bruins brought in Charlisse Leger-Walker from Washington State and Timea Gardiner from Oregon State. 

Ohio State lost two players to the WNBA draft, but the Buckeyes reloaded with Oregon transfer Chance Gray, Ajae Petty from Kentucky as well as top recruit Jaloni Cambridge. 
___
AP women's college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/womens-college-basketball and https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-womens-college-basketball-poll
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


No. 20 Illinois (6-1, 3-1 Big Ten) at No. 1 Oregon (7-0, 4-0) 3:30 p.m. ET Saturday (CBS). 
BetMGM College Football Odds: Oregon by 21 1/2. 
Series History: Oregon leads 2-1.
What's at stake?
Oregon is ranked No. 1 in the current AP Top 25, the first time the team has held the top spot in the rankings since 2012. The Ducks are one of just 10 remaining undefeated teams in the nation. Oregon is coming off a 35-0 victory at Purdue last weekend, their first road shutout since 1992. Illinois is coming off a 21-7 victory over then-No. 24 Michigan. It was the team's first ranked-vs.-ranked home win since 1991. This will be Illinois' first game against a top-ranked team in the country since the Fighting Illini won at Ohio State in 2007. That year, they went to the Rose Bowl. 
Key Matchup
Illinois QB Luke Altmyer has 15 touchdown passes this season and just one interception for the best touchdown-to-interception ratio in the Power Four. He's completing 65.9% of his passes, and could be the biggest factor in the Illini's chances. Oregon has allowed just four passing touchdowns and is holding teams to 175.6 passing yards per game. Overall, the Ducks rank 15th nationally in total defense. 




Players to Watch
Illinois: LB Gabe Jacas had 13 tackles, including six solo, 2.5 sacks and a forced fumble in the team's victory over Michigan. He's tied for fourth in the Big Ten with 5.5 sacks this season, and he's got 42 total tackles, including 7.5 for loss, this season. 
Oregon: QB Dillon Gabriel returned to the Heisman conversation with his performance during Big Ten play. He leads the nation with a 77.0 completion percentage and is the only QB above 75% at the FBS level. He's averaging 297.2 passing yards a game ad has 15 passing touchdowns and four rushing scores. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & Figures
The Ducks have 12 straight home wins. Last season they went 7-0 at Autzen Stadium. ... It is Illinois' first regular-season trip to a West Coast state since visiting Washington in 2014. ... The Illini have three wins over AP Top 25 teams for the third time in program history. Overall, Illinois is 3-1 against ranked teams this season. ... . Oregon's Tez Johnson leads the Ducks with 536 receiving yards and seven touchdowns. ... Illinois has been ranked for six consecutive weeks, its most since 2007. ... Gabriel has 140 career passing touchdowns and needs just three more to pass Kellen Moore at No. 2 on the NCAA's all time list. 
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                                        KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) -- The Kansas City Chiefs announced their trade for wide receiver DeAndre Hopkins on Thursday, sending the Tennessee Titans a conditional fifth-round draft pick for a three-time All-Pro that they hope can help a position group devastated by injuries.
The Chiefs made space for Hopkins by placing wide receiver Skyy Moore, who did not appear on the injury report for Sunday's game in Las Vegas following Wednesday's practice, on injured reserve with what it called a "core muscle injury."
Kansas City was desperate for help at wide receiver after Marquise Brown had shoulder surgery before the season, Rashee Rice underwent season-ending knee surgery, and JuJu Smith-Schuster hurt his hamstring in last week's win over the 49ers.

    


The Titans will get a fifth-round pick in the 2025 draft for Hopkins, who has been dealing with a knee injury for much of the season. It could become a fourth-rounder if he plays 60% of snaps with the Chiefs and they make the Super Bowl.
Tennessee also agreed to pay $2.5 million of his remaining salary, an important point for the salary cap-strapped Chiefs.




Hopkins is the third high-profile wide receiver to be traded in just over a week.
Davante Adams was the first to move last Tuesday, going from the Raiders to the Jets for a conditional third-round draft pick next year and reuniting with Aaron Rodgers, his old quarterback in Green Bay. Hours later, the Bills acquired Amari Cooper and a sixth-round pick next year from the Browns for a third-round pick along with a seventh-rounder in 2026.

    



    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The 32-year-old Hopkins only had 15 catches for 173 yards and a touchdown in his second season in Tennessee. But he gives the Chiefs a proven star -- 943 catches for 12,528 yards and 79 TDs in a career spent mostly in Arizona and Houston -- along with an accomplished red zone target for a team that has struggled to score touchdowns inside the opposing 20-yard line.

This is the third straight season the Chiefs have traded for wide receiver help. They acquired Kadarius Toney from the Giants two years ago, though he was cut before this season, and Mecole Hardman from the Jets last season.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Utah (4-3, 1-3 Big 12) at Houston (2-5, 1-3) 7 p.m. ET (ESPN+)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Utah by 3 1/2.
Series record: Houston leads 4-0.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Utah entered the season with hopes of competing for the Big 12 title in its first season in the league. Instead, the Utes are looking to snap a three-game losing streak and take a step toward becoming bowl eligible. Utah, which was ranked as high as No. 11 this season, is looking to avoid its first four-game losing streak since 2017. Houston is trying to keep its slim bowl hopes alive. The Cougars have lost three of their last four, but they play three of their next four games at home.
KEY MATCHUP
Utah QB Isaac Wilson vs. Houston's pass defense. Wilson, a true freshman, has thrown for 1,029 yards and seven touchdowns, but he has completed just 54.8% of his passes and thrown eight interceptions. Houston's defense ranks 19th nationally by allowing 173.9 yards passing a game and has five interceptions.




PLAYERS TO WATCH
Utah: DE Van Fillinger leads the Utes with 7.5 tackles for losses and 5.5 sacks this season. He also has 30 tackles and blocked a field goal against Baylor, which led to a 77-yard touchdown return.
Houston: WR Mekhi Mews had career highs with six receptions and 99 yards last week against Kansas. Mews, who leads the Cougars with 20 receptions for 218 yards, has established himself as a big-play threat. He has two catches of at least 50 yards this season and a 75-yard punt return for a touchdown against Rice.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
This will be the first meeting between these teams since Houston beat Utah 42-25 on Sept. 23, 1978 at the Astrodome. ... Houston coach Willie Fritz needs one win to reach 250 for his career. ... Utah's defense ranks first in the Big 12 and fifth in the nation by holding opponents to a 26.2% conversion rate on third downs. ... The Utes' defense also ranks second in the Big 12 and 12th nationally, holding opponents to 16.4 points per game. ... Utah averages 34 minutes of possession per game, tops in the Big 12 and fifth in the FBS. ... Utah RB Micah Bernard has rushed for 731 yards and two touchdowns and averages 6.3 yards per carry. ... Houston QB Zeon Chriss has thrown for 187 yards and a touchdown, but he has thrown two interceptions. Houston's other QB, Donovan Smith, has passed for 867 yards with four touchdowns and eight interceptions.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Oregon State running back Anthony Hankerson (0) runs against Nevada in the first half of an NCAA college football game in Reno, Nev., Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Tom R. Smedes)
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            California tight end Jack Endries (87) outruns the Miami to score a 57-yard touchdown during the first quarter of an NCAA college game at Memorial Stadium in Berkeley, Calif., on Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024. (Jose Carlos Fajardo/Bay Area News Group via AP)
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Oregon State (4-3) at California (3-4), Saturday at 4 p.m. ET (ESPN2)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Cal by 10.
Series record: Cal leads 39-37.
What's at stake?
The former Pac-12 rivals meet for the first time in a nonconference game since 1960, when Oregon State was an independent. Both teams could use a boost to get to bowl eligibility, with California having lost four straight games and the Beavers dropping two in a row.
Key matchup
Oregon State RB Anthony Hankerson vs. Cal run defense. Hankerson is tied for fourth nationally with 13 rushing touchdowns and is averaging 100 yards rushing per game. The Golden Bears rank 19th allowing 104.6 yards rushing per game and giving up only nine rushing TDs. 
Players to watch
Oregon State: WR Trent Walker. The Beavers' top threat in the passing game has 46 catches for 468 yards on the season. He has 23 catches in his last three games, ranking third most in the nation in that span.
Cal: TE Jack Endries. The freshman has 20 catches for 298 yards and two TDs the past three games. Overall, he leads the Bears with 28 catches for 366 yards on the season.

    


Facts & figures
Oregon State has won four of the last five games in the series. ... This marks the 30th straight season the schools have faced each other. ... Oregon State leads the nation in average time of possession at 35:29 per game. ... Beavers P Josh Green has had 10 of his 19 punts travel at least 50 yards. He has pinned the opponent inside the 20 nine times. ... Cal has been outscored by nine points during its four-game skid. ... The Bears have missed an FBS-worst eight field goals, including potential game-winners the past two weeks. ... Cal has just five turnovers this season after committing the fourth most turnovers last season with 28. ... Cal's defense ranks second nationally with 13 INTs on the season.
___
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            Texas Tech quarterback Behren Morton throws across the field while being pressured by Baylor linebacker Matt Jones in the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct 19, 2024, in Lubbock, Texas. (Rod Aydelotte/Waco Tribune-Herald via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            TCU quarterback Josh Hoover (10) drops back to pass as Houston linebacker Jamal Morris (25) rushes in the first half of an NCAA college football game Friday, Oct. 4, 2024, in Fort Worth, Texas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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            FILE - Texas Tech running back Tahj Brooks (28) rushes for a first down during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Kansas, Nov. 11, 2023, in Lawrence, Kan. (AP Photo/Colin E Braley, File)
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Texas Tech (5-2, 3-1 Big 12) at TCU (4-3, 2-2), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (Fox)
BetMGM College Football Odds: TCU by 6 1/2.
Series record: Texas Tech leads 33-30-3.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
The Saddle Trophy that goes to the winner of this rivalry game. TCU will try to win consecutive Big 12 games for the first time since its undefeated 2022 regular season. The Red Raiders are looking to bounce back from their first Big 12 loss, a surprising 24-point setback at home to Baylor, which had lost its first three conference games. 
KEY MATCHUP
Texas Tech quarterback Behren Morton is averaging 275 yards passing per game with 17 TDs and is one of nine FBS quarterbacks, the only one from the Big 12, to have 200 passing attempts with three or fewer interceptions. The Horned Frogs have allowed only 161.7 yards a game through the air, and only one team (UCF) has thrown for at least 200 yards against them. 




PLAYERS TO WATCH
Texas Tech: Big 12 rushing leader Tahj Brooks (134 ypg) is only the second FBS player since 1996 with at least 95 yards rushing in 17 consecutive games. The most in that span is 19 in a row by Minnesota's Mohamed Ibrahim from 2020-22. Brooks has more than 100 yards in 14 of those games, including 146 against TCU last year.
TCU: Third-year sophomore QB Josh Hoover is the Big 12 passing leader at 324.3 yards per game, even after his nine-game streak with at least 20 completions and two TDs ended in a 13-7 win at Utah last week. Hoover has completed 66.4% (184 of 277) of his passes, just below the single-season school record of 67.3%. He has 2,270 yards passing, on pace to break Trevone Boykin's single-season school record of 3,901.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
Tech's 35-28 win at home last season ended the Frogs' four-game winning streak in the series, their longest since winning the first five games played against each other from 1926-30. ... The 21.3 receptions per game for TCU receivers are the most for a Power Four team. ... The Frogs have recorded at least 10 passing first downs in 19 consecutive games. The only longer FBS streak is LSU's 23 in a row. ... The Red Raiders are 11-3 in one-possession game under third-year coach Joey McGuire.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/texas-tech-tcu-preview-b0fe5f3f3fe4b9eea9ad3a310a4ffd13



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Two former Penn State football players are facing rape charges

    Two former Penn State football players are facing rape charges

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            FILE - These are the gates leading to the field at Beaver Stadium, home of the Penn State Nittany Lions college football team in State College, Pa., Aug. 9, 2012. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)
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                                        STATE COLLEGE, Pa. (AP) -- Two former Penn State football players facing felony rape charges are free on bond while they await their next hearing.
Kaveion Allen Keys and Jameial James Lyons, both 19, are accused of raping a 17-year-old Penn State student at their on-campus apartment in early July. A second student who was present that night said she awoke with her pants removed and that Lyons "digitally penetrated" her, according to the criminal complaint.
Penn State coach James Franklin declined to answer questions about the charges against Lyons and Keys following practice Wednesday.
Both players were placed on interim suspension over the summer to deal with what Penn State officials called a "personal matter." By early August, both were removed from the roster. Franklin has declined to discuss their statuses.
They were arraigned Wednesday by District Judge Don Hahn, who set Keys' bail at $400,000 and Lyons' at $500,000. Keys and Lyons were not required to post bail unless they violate bail conditions. Their next hearing is scheduled for Wednesday.

    


According to the complaint, Keys denied knowing "Victim 1" and engaging in sexual contact with any of the women in the apartment that night.




Lyons, according to the complaint, acknowledged having sex with Victim 1 and said he had Keys' cellphone during the encounter, although he denied making a video recording. Lyons said the sex with Victim 1 was consensual but added that he believed Victim 1 would "likely report the situation to the police," the complaint read.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Both Lyons and Keys' cellphones were examined. A short video showing "indecent contact" with Victim 1 was found on Keys' camera roll, according to police. There also was a witness, referred to in the complaint as Witness 1, who was in the apartment that night.
Keys was charged with forcible rape (first-degree felony), sexual assault (second-degree felony), aggravated assault without consent (second-degree felony) and indecent assault without consent (second-degree misdemeanor).
Lyons was charged with forcible rape (first-degree felony), voluntary deviate sexual intercourse (second-degree felony), aggravated assault without consent (second-degree felony), indecent assault without consent (second-degree misdemeanor) and invasion of privacy (second-degree misdemeanor).

    


___
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            Notre Dame running back Jeremiyah Love (4) runs against Georgia Tech during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Navy celebrates their win over Charlotte by singing their alma mater "Navy Blue and Gold" after an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Annapolis, Md. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 9 | 
            Notre Dame quarterback Riley Leonard, left, and Notre Dame tight end Eli Raridon walk off the field after an NCAA college football game against Georgia Tech, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Notre Dame defensive lineman Howard Cross III (56) sacks Stanford quarterback Ashton Daniels, right, during an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in South Bend, Ind. (AP Photo/Michael Caterina)
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            Navy quarterback Blake Horvath (11) scrambles against Navy during the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Annapolis, Md. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            Notre Dame safety Adon Shuler (8) celebrates his touchdown after an interception against Georgia Tech during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Navy head coach Brian Newberry and Charlotte head coach Biff Poggi greet each other after an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Annapolis, Md. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            Navy running back Michael Barrow (1) runs back an interception for a touchdown during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Charlotte, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Annapolis, Md. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            Navy celebrates their win over Charlotte by singing their alma mater "Navy Blue and Gold" after an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Annapolis, Md. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            Navy running back Michael Barrow (1) runs back an interception for a touchdown during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Charlotte, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Annapolis, Md. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. (AP) -- It took Navy five years, five wins to start the season and a second-year coach to get back into the AP Top 25.
That No. 24 ranking could be on the line Saturday when the Midshipmen (6-0) face No. 12 Notre Dame (6-1) at MetLife Stadium in the New Jersey Meadowlands sports complex.
"It's a great opportunity for our team and our program," Navy coach Brian Newberry said. "These are the kind of games you want to play in. It's a great thing about coming to school here at Navy is you get to play a team like Notre Dame every year: a big game on national stage like that. That's what you want."
Beating Notre Dame will be a big ask for Navy, which lost 42-3 to the Irish in Dublin in August 2023. BetMGM Sportsbook has made Notre Dame a 12 1/2-point favorite in this 97th meeting in a series that dates to 1927.
"We know who we are and what we're able to do, and we have to control that," Navy quarterback Blake Horvath said. "There's nothing that Notre Dame can do that will change who we are. We can beat ourselves and that's for sure and that's something we haven't done so far this year."

    


Notre Dame coach Marcus Freeman said the Irish are playing an opponent that vastly improved from last season. The Midshipmen are averaging 44.8 points and 435.8 total yards, including 274.8 rushing.




"I love it," said Freeman, whose team beat Georgia Tech 31-13 this past weekend. "We're looking forward to a great challenge. To play a 6-0 team, as the head coach you'd much rather do that than play a team that's 0-6, because it doesn't take much to motivate your guys."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Navy is just as motivated in a sense.
"We can't treat this like it's the Super Bowl," senior linebacker Kyle Jacob said. "It's the next game."
Everyone knows the Super Bowl for Navy will be Dec. 14 against Army at the Washington Commanders' home stadium in Landover, Maryland. The teams, each 6-0 for the first time since 1926, could also meet in the American Athletic Conference title game eight days earlier in either Annapolis or West Point.

    


The rivalry
Notre Dame knows it is the biggest game on essentially every opponent's schedule. And while the list of longtime Irish rivals includes matchups with schools such as Michigan, Purdue, Southern California and Stanford, the one with Navy carries a different feel.
That's not because these teams have met on the football field every year since 1927, except the pandemic 2020 season. This one has been played in a variety of locations, including Washington, Baltimore, Philadelphia, San Diego, Cleveland and South Bend, Indiana.
Heisman Horvath?
Charlotte coach Biff Poggi said after his team's 51-17 loss at Navy that Horvath deserved Heisman Trophy consideration. There is still a long way to go before that's a possibility, but Horvath and Alabama's Jalen Milroe are the only players in Football Bowl Subdivision with 10 touchdowns each rushing and passing.
"There's a lot of great guys out there with with Travis Hunter and Ashton Jeanty," said Horvath, who has amassed 1,509 yards combined on the ground and through the air through six games. "All I can do is just play my game and control what I can control."
Horvath, a sophomore who ran something similar to offensive coordinator Drew Cronic's system in high school, has been the key to a complete turnaround on that side of the ball. Navy is tied for the best red zone offense in the country, relying far more on the pass than the typical service academy.

    


New Navy look
Getting ready to face Navy's offense has been an adjustment for teams.
"I think we've been preparing for it since fall camp," Freeman said of Navy's triple-option system. "You're intentional about having certain periods on certain days in fall camp. We attacked it again during the bye week so we have a good foundation for what we've planned on doing and we've enhanced it."
There is one new change. With Horvath having an excellent season throwing, Navy uses a shotgun formation about 45% of the time. In years past, it was mostly on passing downs.
Special encore?
Coming off a bye, the Irish did everything right on special teams. They executed a fake punt and a fake field goal, converting each time for a first down. They blocked a field goal and twice tackled Georgia Tech kick returners deep in their own territory.
Freeman, naturally, isn't saying whether Notre Dame will try anything like that again this week. But now that it's on tape, Navy -- and all future Notre Dame opponents -- must be prepared to defend all of it.

    


___
AP Sports Writers Mike Marot and Stephen Whyno contributed.
___
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Oklahoma (4-3, 1-3 SEC) at No. 18 Mississippi (5-2, 1-2), Saturday, 12 p.m. ET (ESPN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Mississippi by 20 1/2.
Series record: Ole Miss leads 1-0.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
The Rebels are trying to keep alive their faded playoff hopes. The Sooners are just trying to salvage a once-promising season. Ole Miss has a pair of three-point losses in its last three games, at Kentucky and No. 8 LSU. Oklahoma has dropped three of four games and is coming off blowout losses to No. 7 Texas (34-3) and South Carolina (35-9). It was bad enough that coach Brent Venables fired offensive coordinator Seth Littrell on Sunday and is switching starting quarterbacks for the second time. 
KEY MATCHUP
Oklahoma's already sputtering offense against a stingy Ole Miss defense. The Rebels lead the nation in run defense, giving up just 66.6 yards per game on the ground. They're second nationally in scoring defense (10.6 ppg). Oklahoma ranks last in the SEC and 128th nationally in total offense (288.1 ypg) and 13th and 107th in scoring offense (22.1 ppg). Co-offensive coordinator Joe Jon Finley will take over as the primary play caller. 

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Oklahoma: QB Jackson Arnold is back as the starter after Michael Hawkins Jr.'s turnover problems. Arnold was benched after starting the first four games and has 763 yards with eight touchdowns against three interceptions. 
Mississippi: WR Tre Harris is the FBS's leading receiver with 987 yards and is on the verge of becoming the sixth player in program history with a 1,000-yard receiving season. Harris has 59 catches and six touchdowns.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
The teams' only previous meeting came in the 1999 Independence Bowl, the final college football game of the 20th century. Ole Miss won 27-25 on Les Binkley's last-play field goal. The Rebels were coming off a pair of three-point losses in that one, too. ... The Sooners have won 34 of their last 43 true road games dating to 2014. ... The Sooners have outscored opponents 56-6 off turnovers in their four wins, a number that has flipped to a 41-0 disadvantage in the three losses. ... Ole Miss is 10-1 at Vaught-Hemingway Stadium since the start of the 2023 season.
___
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LAS VEGAS (AP) -- If Friday night's game between No. 17 Boise State and UNLV had been played even a year ago, it would've been a notable regional matchup.
But because the College Football Playoff tripled in size to a 12-team field, the game now carries national implications.
The winner takes a major step toward securing a spot in the playoffs, which take the five highest-ranked conference champions, guaranteeing space for a Group of Five program.
"We know it's a big game," Rebels coach Barry Odom said. "Don't run from it. Don't make it bigger than it needs to be, but understand the moment that they've earned, they've created for not only our program but our conference. You look around the world of college football this week and in the top five games it's UNLV and Boise."
The Broncos (5-1, 2-0 Mountain West) have a little more margin for error for making the playoffs. Their only defeat was 37-34 to top-ranked Oregon on a last-second field goal, and loss to UNLV could be made up by winning the conference championship.

    


UNLV (6-1, 2-0) will have a nearly impossible task of trying to make the playoffs if the Rebels lose. Their loss was 44-41 in overtime to Syracuse on Oct. 4, which dropped the Rebels from their first ranking in team history.




"I'm shocked they're not ranked in the Top 25," said Boise State coach Spencer Danielson, pointing out UNLV won at Houston, Kansas and Oregon State. "They deserve that for sure."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
This game is not only an opportunity for the Broncos to make an impression on a national level, but also continue to push the Heisman Trophy case for Ashton Jeanty. He leads the nation with 1,248 yards rushing and averages 9.9 per carry.
BetMGM lists Jeanty as the 2-1 favorite to become the first player from outside a power conference since BYU quarterback Ty Detmer in 1990 to hold college football's most coveted individual trophy.

    


Odom used several words to describe Jeanty, who averages 208 yards rushing per game, but found he couldn't come up with an adequate words "to give him the respect of how great of a player he is. I don't know if there are any comparisons. People have asked me to compare him to someone. I can't. He's unique."
Shootout at Allegiant Stadium?
If the statistics are any indication, this will be a high-scoring game.
A sampling of the national rankings:
-- Boise State is third in scoring offense (46.8-point average) and UNLV is fifth (43.6).
-- The Broncos are second in rushing with a (289.8-yard average) and the Rebels are fifth (251.4).
-- Boise State's 523-yard offensive average is fourth.
In high demand
Extra seating and parking were freed up to accommodate ticket demand at Allegiant Stadium for what could be one of the highest-attended games in UNLV history.
"Really good programs have great crowds," said Odom, in his second season. "I know our place will be rocking. My guess is this will be the greatest home atmosphere since we've been here. We know we have to create that as well on the way we play ball."
A tough out
UNLV rallied to win at Kansas and Oregon State and came back to force overtime against Syracuse.
"They're gritty," Danielson said. "You get something on them, they're going to stay in the fight. I respect that a lot."

    


Championship rematch
These teams met at Allegiant last season in the conference championship.
Taylen Green threw for two touchdowns and ran for two more and Jeanty rushed for 153 yards and a TD in the Broncos' 44-20 victory.
The announced crowd was 31,473 was the largest for a Mountain West title game.
___
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Maryland (4-3, 1-3 Big Ten) at Minnesota (4-3, 2-2), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (FS1)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Minnesota by 41/2.
Series record: Maryland leads 4-3.
What's at stake?
The Terrapins rallied for a 29-28 homecoming win over slumping USC last week to restore their bid for bowl eligibility, but with road games next month against Oregon and Penn State there's little margin for error left. Maryland has won a bowl game in each of the last three seasons, the longest run in program history. 
The Gophers also got their bowl push back on track with a win over USC three weeks ago. They're coming off a bye week and seeking to maintain their October momentum in front of a homecoming crowd before entering a daunting November schedule themselves. 
Key matchup
Maryland WR Tai Felton vs. Minnesota DBs. Felton leads the Big Ten in receptions (64) and receiving yards (803) and has logged five games for the Terrapins with nine or more catches for the most in the FBS this season. He'll go against a deep secondary that has helped the Gophers rank second in the FBS with 13 interceptions, fourth with an average allowance of 139.6 passing yards per game and fifth with an opponent pass efficiency rating of 95.15. 

    


Players to watch
Maryland: DB Glendon Miller, who has taken snaps at both safety and nickel cornerback, has three interceptions, 27 tackles and a fumble recovery in his breakout fifth season. He's third on the team in interceptions and tackles.
Minnesota: WR Daniel Jackson, who leads the team in targets (61), receptions (42) and receiving yards (451), has climbed to seventh in program history for career receiving yards. He needs 122 yards to pass Rashod Bateman, who's now in the NFL with the Baltimore Ravens, for sixth place.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
Maryland's comeback from a 14-point deficit was its biggest in a fourth quarter since a 17-point rally to beat Minnesota on Oct. 30, 2020. ... The Terrapins again have the most passing yards per game (313.3) in the Big Ten (and are ninth in the FBS) after leading the league last year. ... Minnesota's Koi Perich leads the Big Ten with four interceptions, which is already a single-season program record for a freshman. ... Gophers QB Max Brosmer is on pace to set the single-season program record for completion percentage (68.1) currently held by Tanner Morgan (66.9 in 2022). 
___
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No. 17 Boise State (5-1, 2-0 Mountain West) at UNLV (6-1, 2-0), Friday, 10:30 p.m. ET (CBSSN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Boise State by 3 1/2.
Series record: Boise State leads 9-3.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
The winner takes a major step toward clinching a spot in the College Football Playoff. Boise State could lose and still make the playoffs by winning the Mountain West championship. UNLV would have close to no shot if the Rebels lose, even if they wind up winning the conference title.
KEY MATCHUP
Boise State's offensive line vs. UNLV's defensive front. Overlooked regarding Broncos running back Ashton Jeanty's success is the line in front of him. Boise State is 12th nationally in average fewest tackles for loss allowed (3.5) and 16th sacks given up (1.0) per game. UNLV, led by LB Jackson Woodard, is first in the conference in scoring (22.6-point average) rushing defense (104.4-yard average). Woodard is a three-time Mountain West defensive player of the week this season and he won the national honor for his play in the season opener at Houston.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Boise State: Jeanty is the player at the moment to watch in college football. All he does is average a first down per carry. Jeanty has produced 200-yard performances in half of his six games and could have in others if the Broncos hadn't been so far ahead, allowing him to rest. His 18 total touchdowns are more than 26 FBS teams.
UNLV: WR Ricky White III is the Rebels' go-to playmaker -- and not only on offense. White leads the nation with three blocked punts. The Michigan State transfer also was the nation's leading returning receiver with 1,483 yards last season.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
A victory would make Boise State bowl eligible for the 27th consecutive season. ... UNLV is bowl eligible for the second year in a row. The Rebels had never reached bowl eligibility in consecutive seasons in program history. ... The Broncos would be off to their best start since 2019 with a win. ... The Rebels are second nationally with a plus-12 turnover margin. They have forced at least one turnover in 20 of 21 games under defensive coordinator Michael Scherer. ... Boise State is 28-4 coming off a bye since moving up to what then was Division I-A in 1996. The Broncos are 27-1 since 2001. ... UNLV last beat a ranked opponent when it won at No. 15 Arizona State 23-20 in overtime in 2008.
___
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Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


North Carolina (3-4, 0-3 ACC) at Virginia (4-3, 2-2), Saturday, noon ET (CW)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Virginia by 5 1/2.
Series record: North Carolina leads 66-59-4.
Whats at stake?
A year ago, Virginia notched its biggest win of the season, upsetting nationally-ranked North Carolina in Chapel Hill. This season, the Cavaliers are the favorite, playing at home and hoping to move within a win of becoming bowl eligible for the first time under coach Tony Elliott. North Carolina is coming off of an open week, which gave it the chance to regroup after an emotional month that included four straight losses and the death of player Tylee Craft due to cancer. The losing streak is the program's longest regular-season slide since dropping six straight in 2018.
Key matchup
When North Carolina has the ball, all eyes will be on star running back Omarion Hampton, the ACC's leading rusher. But it might be the inverse matchup, Virginia's running game against North Carolina's run defense, that proves most pivotal. The Tar Heels rank 15th out of 17 teams in the ACC in rushing defense, allowing 160.3 yards per game, while Elliott's team has finally established the running identity he promised when he was hired. The Cavaliers are averaging 4.4 yards per rush, their best mark since 2021. 




Players to watch
North Carolina: Hampton, the key for the UNC offense. He ranks fifth nationally by averaging 128.7 yards rushing to go with seven touchdowns on the ground. That would put him on pace to crack the 1,000-yard mark this weekend.
Virginia: S Jonas Sanker. Safety Antonio Clary and linebacker James Jackson both missed the last game, at Clemson, but Sanker continued his steady play anchoring the back of the Virginia defense. The senior won back-to-back ACC defensive back of the week honors leading up to the loss to the Tigers and has racked up 25 tackles over the past three games. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures


Five of the last six meetings in this matchup, one of the oldest rivalries in the South, have been decided by one score or less. ... The Tar Heels won their last visit to Scott Stadium (31-28) in 2022. ... Virginia has won five of the past seven, including last year (31-27) on the road when the Tar Heels had started 6-0 with a No. 10 national ranking. ... Virginia's defense has forced seven turnovers in its four ACC games this season. ... WR Malachi Fields has caught a pass in 22 straight games for the Cavaliers.
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West Virginia (3-4, 2-2 Big 12) at Arizona (3-4, 1-3), Saturday, 7 p.m. EDT (FS1)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Arizona by 3 1/2.
Series record: First meeting.
What's at stake?
Both teams need wins to try to salvage their seasons. Arizona has dropped three straight after being ranked as high as No. 20 in the AP Top 25, including 34-7 to Colorado last week. West Virginia is coming off back-to-back double-digit losses at home to No. 10 Iowa State and No. 16 Kansas State. The Mountaineers aren't exactly doing well on the road, either, going 11-19 under sixth-year coach Neal Brown.
Key matchup
Arizona quarterback Noah Fifita against West Virginia's secondary. Fifita has struggled of late with six interceptions thrown over his last three games. The Mountaineers are beat up on defense with several players out or nursing nagging injuries and allowed Kansas State quarterback Avery Johnson to throw for a career-high 298 yards last week. West Virginia's 15 TD passes allowed are tied for worst in the Big 12 with Texas Tech.

    


Players to watch
West Virginia: QB Garrett Greene or Nicco Marchiol. Brown said he's not sure whether Greene will be available after missing the second half of the Kansas State loss with an undisclosed injury. Greene has thrown two interceptions in four of the last five games. If Greene is unable to go, Marchiol, a sophomore who attended high school in Chandler, Arizona, would get his second career start.
Arizona: WR Terairoa McMillan. The preseason All-American leads the Big 12 and is sixth nationally with 780 yards receiving, but was an afterthought against Colorado, catching five passes for 38 yards. Arizona needs to find a way to get the ball to him.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
Arizona lost LB Jacob Manu and OL Rhino Tapa'atoutai to season-ending injuries in last week's loss to Colorado. ... The Mountaineers had rushed for at least 140 yards in 22 of the past 23 games. ... Wildcats DB Jack Luttrell had the first two interceptions of his career last week. ... West Virginia is fifth nationally for fewest penalty yards per game at 32.4. ... Arizona K Tyler Loop has made 84% of his field goal attempts, on pace for the best mark in program history (minimum 30 attempts). ... The Mountaineers have 168 first downs this season, 12th nationally.
___
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MANHATTAN, Kan. (AP) -- Kansas coach Lance Leipold made it perfectly clear when he took over the long-suffering Jayhawks that their bitter, downright disdainful in-state rivalry with Kansas State was a rivalry in name only.
To be a real rivalry, Leipold said, the Jayhawks would have to beat the Wildcats once in a while.
That still hasn't happened. The Wildcats' winning streak is up to 15 games heading into Saturday night's matchup. 
While this was supposed to be the season the Jayhawks gave Kansas State a run, given the upward trajectory of Leipold's program, the reality is much different: No. 16 Kansas State is soaring at 6-1 and in the mix for the Big 12 title game, and perhaps a spot in the College Football Playoff, while Kansas is just 2-5 with its only FBS win coming last week against Houston.
"We don't make more of it," Leipold said of the matchup this week. "It's an important game on our schedule for us to build upon, and we know last year was a very good football game that we had our opportunities and we let slip away. I think our guys know how important it is and the extra energy that comes into rivalry games."

    


Indeed, the third-longest continually played series in Division I football at least become competitive last year.




The Jayhawks led 27-16 after Devin Neal's touchdown run early in the third quarter. But the Wildcats answered with a touchdown run by D.J. Giddens, and in the fourth quarter, then-quarterback Will Howard scored the go-ahead TD in the 31-27 victory.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"There's almost all the same players that were up 11 on us in the fourth quarter at their place, plus you add the quarterback that they didn't have last year," Kansas State coach Chris Klieman sai. "They obviously have the full attention of our players and our coaches, because it's a bunch of veteran guys on both sides of the ball."
It could just be the quarterbacks who decide the outcome.

    


The Jayhawks played the Wildcats last season without Jalon Daniels, who spent most of the year nursing his back injury. He is back under center, and while he has struggled mightily with turnovers, he is coming off his best game of the season.
Kansas State features Avery Johnson, whose dynamic playmaking ability is a big reason why Howard entered the transfer portal and wound up at Ohio State. Despite some growing pains, Johnson has been playing near-flawless football lately.
"The biggest thing is not overhyping it. Just treating it like each and every week," Johnson said. "Obviously it's a big rivalry game and we're going to get their best, and we're going to go out there and put our best on display. Attacking it like every other week, but obviously, this one means a little bit more."
Injury update
Kansas will likely be without backup running back Daniel Hishaw, who aggravated an unspecified injury in the win over the Cougars. But the Jayhawks should have linebacker Cornell Wheeler available after he got hurt against West Virginia.
Welcome home
The Wildcats have not played a home game since beating then-No. 20 Oklahoma State on Sept. 28. They had a week off after the win, then logged a come-from-behind win at Colorado and picked up a win last Saturday at West Virginia.
"We can't let the crowd get (into the game). I'm sure they'll be charged," Leipold said. "We've got to weather some of that early and make it a four-quarter game and find a way to win it late."

    


Record watch
Neal, who is on pace for a third straight 1,000-yard season, has been one of the few consistent bright spots for Kansas in a season full of close losses. Neal needs just 73 yards to break June Henley's school career record of 3,841 yards rushing, and he needs one more TD to break Henley's record of 43 set from 1993-96. 
Speaking of running
West Virginia was willing to sell out on defense to stop Giddens last week, holding him to 57 yards rushing. But the bruising Kansas State running back still reached the end zone twice, and he remains the nation's ninth-leading rusher with 843 yards on the ground. He will also be facing a Kansas run defense allowing nearly 150 yards a game this season.

    


Brutal stretch
Kansas needs to win four of its final five games to qualify for a bowl game for the third consecutive season, and that won't be easy given its remaining schedule. The Wildcats pose a big enough challenge, but the Jayhawks also have to play No. 10 Iowa State and visit No. 11 BYU the next two weeks before finishing against Colorado and Baylor.
___
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            Penn State quarterback Drew Allar (15) pitches the ball during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Southern California, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez)
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            Wisconsin quarterback Braedyn Locke runs in a touchdown during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Northwestern, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Evanston, Ill. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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MADISON, Wis. (AP) -- No. 3 Penn State has one more hurdle to clear before it can take an undefeated record into next weekend's showdown with No. 4 Ohio State.
It's an obstacle that looks much tougher now than it did a few weeks ago.
Wisconsin (5-2, 3-1 Big Ten) lost back-to-back games to No. 15 Alabama and Southern California last month but has since trounced Purdue, Rutgers and Northwestern by a combined margin of 117-16. Wisconsin has a chance to beat a Top 25 team for the first time in coach Luke Fickell's two-year tenure when Penn State visits Camp Randall Stadium on Saturday.
"They're really coning on right now, just watching them on tape, how clean they're playing, how hard they're playing," Penn State coach James Franklin said. "It's impressive to watch."
Penn State (6-0, 3-0) still has reason to feel confident.
The Nittany Lions had two weeks to prepare for this game after passing a major road test Oct. 12 by rallying to win 33-30 at Southern California in overtime. Penn State also has won its last five meetings with Wisconsin and hasn't lost to the Badgers since 2011.

    


Wisconsin is just 2-13 in its last 15 games against Top 25 teams, including an 0-4 mark under Fickell. The Badgers haven't beaten a top-10 team since a 31-18 victory over top-ranked Ohio State in 2010.
"This is what you come to Wisconsin for - to play at Camp Randall at night against a big-time opponent," Wisconsin quarterback Braedyn Locke said. "It doesn't get any better than that. We've talked a lot about kind of having everything that we want in front of us. This is part of the climb."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Warren's encore
This marks the first appearance for Penn State's Tyler Warren since he delivered one of the most productive single-game performances by any tight end in recent college football history.
Warren had 17 catches for 224 yards and a touchdown against Southern California. His 17 receptions tied a Bowl Subdivision single-game record for a tight end. New Mexico's Emilio Valley did it in 1967 and Northwestern's Jon Harvey matched it in 1982.
What made his performance particularly impressive was that 136 of his 224 yards receiving came after he'd caught the ball.

    


Running with Walker
Wisconsin's Tawee Walker has rushed for 418 yards and six touchdowns during the three-game winning streak. Walker took over as Wisconsin's main running back after Chez Mellusi, who has dealt with a variety of injuries the last few years, stepped away from the program in early October to work on getting healthy.
Walker is running behind a veteran offensive line. Jack Nelson, Joe Huber, Jake Renfro, Joe Brunner and Riley Mahlman have a combined 138 career starts.
Allar's allure
Penn State's Drew Allar is coming off a three-interception performance against USC, but that was a bit of an anomaly. Allar had been picked off just once in Penn State's first five games this season.
Allar has thrown for 40 touchdowns and only six interceptions in 595 career passes. Since 1956, Allar is the only FBS quarterback who has attempted at least 500 passes and has thrown for at least 40 touchdowns while getting picked off no more than six times.
Allar now faces a Wisconsin defense that has allowed just 3.9 yards per pass attempt in October. That's the lowest number for any FBS defense this month.

    


Dueling defenses
Wisconsin has allowed just one touchdown during its winning streak. The Badgers' defense has made major strides since getting picked apart in a 42-10 loss to Alabama and a 38-21 loss at USC.
Penn State ranks sixth among all FBS teams in yards allowed per game (262.5) and 12th in yards allowed per play (4.51).
Slumping kicker
Wisconsin's Nathanial Vakos has gone 0 for 2 on field-goal attempts in the last two games, missing a 35-yarder and getting a 41-yard attempt blocked. Although Vakos is 2 of 2 from at least 50 yards out this season, he's only 1 of 5 from 30-49 yards away.
Penn State's Ryan Barker unseated Sander Sahaydak as the Nittany Lions' main kicker and has gone 6 of 6 on field-goal attempts. He won the USC game with a 36-yard field goal in overtime.
___
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No. 8 LSU (6-1, 3-0 SEC) at No. 14 Texas A&M (6-1, 4-0), Saturday, 7:30 p.m. ET (ABC)
BetMGM College Sports Odds: Texas A&M by 2 1/2.
Series record: LSU leads 36-23-3.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
SEC supremacy -- at least for one week. Though there's plenty of football to be played, the winner will have a leg up in securing a spot in the conference championship game. Both teams have won six games in a row after dropping their openers. If recent history is an indicator of how things will go Saturday, the Aggies could have a leg up after the home team has won each of the last seven meetings in the series.
KEY MATCHUP
Texas A&M's rushing attack vs. LSU's run defense. The Aggies, led by Le'Veon Moss, rank 13th in the country by averaging 218.6 yards rushing. The Tigers allowed 38 yards rushing in last week's win over Arkansas and held UCLA to a season-low 14 on Sept. 21. Moss ranks second in the SEC by averaging 96.3 yards rushing a game and has eight rushing touchdowns.




PLAYERS TO WATCH
LSU QB Garrett Nussmeier ranks second in the SEC by averaging 317.5 yards passing a game and his 18 passing TDs rank first in the conference. Nussmeier, who has thrown for at least 300 yards five times this year, had a season-low 233 yards passing and did not have a TD pass for the first time this season against Arkansas. 
Texas A&M QB Conner Weigman threw for 217 yards but was picked off twice in last week's win at Mississippi State. It was the second 200-yard game of the season for Weigman, who has played just four games because of a shoulder injury. The Tigers have one of the worst pass defenses in the league, giving up 243.6 yards passing a game.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
Texas A&M coach Mike Elko was LSU coach Brian Kelly's defensive coordinator at Notre Dame in 2017. ... LSU was ranked sixth in their last visit to Texas A&M in 2022 before the unranked Aggies got a 38-23 win. ... The Tigers last win at Kyle Field came in a 54-39 victory in 2016. ... DE Bradyn Swinson leads LSU's defense with seven sacks, 8 1/2 tackles for loss and two forced fumbles. ... The Aggies have scored on 26 of 27 trips inside the red zone with 19 touchdowns. ... Texas A&M has limited opponents to less than 100 yards rushing in four of its last five games. 
___
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Arkansas (4-2, 2-2 SEC) at Mississippi State (1-6, 0-4), Saturday, 12:45 p.m. ET (SEC).
BetMGM College Sports Odds: Arkansas by 6 1/2.
Series: Arkansas leads 18-15-1.
What's at stake
The Razorbacks look to bounce back after dropping two of three against ranked teams, including a 34-10 home loss to No. 8 LSU. MSU still seeks its first SEC win after a sixth consecutive loss last week against No. 14 Texas A&M and will play its first unranked opponent in over a month. The Bulldogs have also lost to top-ranked Texas and then-No. 5 Georgia. MSU has won seven of the past 10 meetings, including 7-3 last year in Fayetteville, Arkansas.
Key matchup
Arkansas enters with the SEC's No. 4 offense (455.3 yards per game) but had only 277 on 50 plays against LSU. That's 22 snaps below its average, which is critical for an offense that likes to run a lot of plays and seeks balance. The Hogs have a chance to boost their numbers against the SEC's worst defense (449.7 yards), although MSU held Texas to 353 yards and intercepted two passes. Takeaways have provided the Bulldogs' bright spot with a plus-2 margin and have picked off Georgia and Texas A&M twice the past two games. An opportunity looms against an Arkansas squad that's next to last in the SEC at minus-5.




Players to watch
Arkansas RB Ja'Quinden Jackson is second in the SEC with 10 touchdowns rushing and fourth with 592 yards. The Utah transfer is the first Razorback since Knile Davis (2010) with a rushing TD in six consecutive games, including three with multiple scores.
Mississippi State QB Michael Van Buren Jr. has thrown a league-high six TD passes this month. The freshman is also the first Bulldogs signal caller with multiple scoring passes in consecutive games against ranked foes since Dak Prescott in 2014. He has completed 56% of his passes for 792 yards, including 692 on 60% accuracy in three starts since replacing injured Blake Shapen.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
The schools have split 16 games in Starkville, including MSU's 40-17 win two years ago. ... Arkansas QB Taylen Green has thrown for 1,741 of his 2,057 yards of offense and six of his 10 TDs. ... Hogs LB Xavian Sorey ranks 10th in the SEC with 49 tackles, while Doneiko Slaughter is 14th with 45. ... Bulldogs S Isaac Smith is tied for the SEC lead with 68 and ranks 10th in FBS. 
___
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


No. 21 Missouri (6-1, 2-1 SEC) at No. 15 Alabama (5-2, 2-2), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (ABC)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Alabama by 13 1/2.
Series record: Alabama leads 5-2.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Both teams have their playoff hopes hanging in the balance after falls from the top 10. Frustrations are running high in Tuscaloosa, where first-year coach Kalen DeBoer has gotten off to a rough start despite a huge win over No. 2 Georgia. Alabama will enter November with multiple losses for the first time since 2007. Missouri produced a come-from-behind win over Auburn when Brady Cook returned from an early-game injury. The Tigers failed their only other test against a ranked team, falling 41-10 to Texas A&M.
KEY MATCHUP
Alabama's running game against Missouri's defense. Tide quarterback Jalen Milroe attempted 45 passes against Tennessee and hasn't gotten loose as a runner lately. Running backs Jamarion Miller and Justice Haynes have been solid but not the kind of dominating backs that Alabama had produced over the years. The Tigers rank 10th in the SEC in run defense, giving up 115.4 yards per game.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Missouri: Cook. He proved his importance to the Tigers after leading them to two fourth-quarter touchdowns in the win over Auburn. An early ankle injury had sent him to the hospital for an MRI.
Alabama: WRs not named Ryan Williams. There's no doubt Williams is the biggest playmaker Milroe has, but the freshman was targeted a whopping 18 times against Tennessee. Germie Bernard has been a reliable target but others need to step up, from Kendrick Law to Cole Adams and the tight ends.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
Alabama has won the last five meetings. Missouri took the first two, in 1968 and '75. ... This is the Tide's lowest ranking since falling to No. 15 with a regular-season ending loss to Auburn in 2010. ... The Tigers are trying to produce consecutive 7-1 starts for just the third time (1968-69, 2006-07). ... Missouri's string of 20 consecutive weeks in the AP Top 25 would be in jeopardy with a loss. ... Alabama is seeking its 21st consecutive homecoming win. The last loss was a 35-21 defeat to LSU on Nov. 3, 2001. ... Missouri's defense ranks ninth in the nation in both total defense (273.0 ypg) and passing defense (157.6).
___
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


No. 11 BYU (7-0, 4-0 Big 12) at UCF (3-4, 1-3), Satruday, 3:30 p.m. ET (ESPN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: UCF by 2 1/2.
Series record: BYU leads 2-1.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
All eyes are on BYU after the Cougars reached 7-0 for the first time since 2020. Now in the Big 12, the Cougars have a clear path to national recognition and a spot in the expanded College Football Playoff. BYU has no room for a slip up, though, with a jumble of teams in the mix atop the Big 12. UCF has lost four straight but nearly knocked off No. 10 Iowa State last week and has dropped it last two by a combined nine points. The Knights are favored in this homecoming game.
KEY MATCHUP
BYU's passing game vs. UCF's pass rush. The Knights have tried a blitz-heavy defensive scheme but have just eight sacks in seven games, including five in the last two games. BYU's Jake Retzlaff is throwing for 234.9 yards per game and is a crafty runner when needed. The Cougars have yielded 12 sacks in seven games.




PLAYERS TO WATCH
BYU: LB Harrison Taggart leads the Cougars with 45 tackles, including 11 in last week's win over Oklahoma State, which ran for 255 yards and left BYU looking to shore up its rushing defense. Against a run-heavy UCF team, BYU will have to be stout.
UCF: QB Jacurri Brown got his first start of the season last week at Iowa State and relied on running back RJ Harvey, who rushed for 154 yards and two touchdowns. Brown threw for just 62 yards on 8-for-20 passing, including a critical miss on a screen pass that forced UCF to punt to Iowa State to set up the Cyclones' game-winning drive. Coach Gus Malzahn said the Knights will aim to be more balanced against BYU.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
Last week, UCF safety Brandon Adams had the Knights' first interception return for a touchdown since a 2019 Gasparilla Bowl win over Marshall. . . . BYU's defense has been opportunistic. The Cougars have forced 16 turnovers, including 12 interceptions. Both of those statistics rank fourth in the nation. ... The last time BYU and UCF met was in the 2020 Boca Raton Bowl. The Cougars won 49-23. BYU lost the only time it has played at FBC Mortgage Stadium, falling 31-24 in overtime in 2014.
___
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            Boston College's Kye Robichaux goes in for a touchdown during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Virginia Tech, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024, in Blacksburg, Va. (AP Photo/Robert Simmons)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Louisville (4-3, 2-2 ACC) at Boston College (4-3, 1-2), Friday, 7:30 p.m. ET (ESPN2)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Louisville by 6 1/2.
Series record: Louisville leads, 9-7.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Louisville has lost three of four by one possession and looks to regroup after falling short in a 52-45 shootout loss to No. 6 Miami. The Cardinals also have first-place Clemson next and aim to maintain fading hopes of staying close.
With two of their last five games against ranked teams in SMU and Pittsburgh and one versus Syracuse that is on the edge of the Top 25, Boston College doesn't have many chances to get to bowl eligibility.
PLAYER TO WATCH
Louisville quarterback Tyler Shough threw for a career-high four touchdown passes and 342 yards against Miami, his second-highest total with the Cardinals. He ranks third in ACC passing with 2,016 yards and 288 per game, with 18 touchdowns and just three interceptions.
Boston College DE Donovan Ezeiruaku ranks third in the country and second in the ACC with nine sacks. He has 12 tackles for a loss - the most in the conference and third in FBS. He also leads the team with 49 tackles. 

    


FACTS & FIGURES
Louisville's point total against the Hurricanes was the highest for a regulation loss in school history. ... The Cardinals allowed their first third-quarter TD this season against the 'Canes. ... WR Ja'Corey Brooks is second in ACC receiving with 679 yards but has a league-high eight TDs on 36 receptions. ... BC plays its first home game since Sept. 28. ... The Eagles are 9-9 on Friday night since 1991. ... The home team has won the last six matchups. ... QB Thomas Castellanos has five multi-TD games and has already matched last year's total with 14 passing touchdowns. His 13 rushing TDs are the most for a career by a BC QB.
___
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            BYU quarterback Jake Retzlaff warms up before an NCAA college football game against Oklahoma State, Friday, Oct. 18, 2024, in Provo, Utah. (AP Photo/Spenser Heaps)
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            Central Florida head coach Gus Malzahn, right, reacts after a series as quarterback Jacurri Brown (11) comes off of the field against Cincinnati during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)
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            Central Florida running back RJ Harvey (7) rushes for yardage between Cincinnati defensive lineman Kameron Wilson, left, and linebacker Simeon Coleman (31) during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 6 | 
            Central Florida running back RJ Harvey, right, gets past Florida edge Justus Boone, back center, and defensive back Jason Marshall Jr., left, to score on a 13-yard touchdown run during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Gainesville, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 6 | 
            Central Florida quarterback Jacurri Brown breaks away from Iowa State defensive back Malik Verdon for a touchdown during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Ames, Iowa. (AP Photo/Matthew Putney)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Undefeated No. 11 BYU, a slight underdog against UCF, isn't clamoring for respect but is earning it

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 6 | 
            BYU quarterback Jake Retzlaff warms up before an NCAA college football game against Oklahoma State, Friday, Oct. 18, 2024, in Provo, Utah. (AP Photo/Spenser Heaps)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 6

                                    
                                    BYU quarterback Jake Retzlaff warms up before an NCAA college football game against Oklahoma State, Friday, Oct. 18, 2024, in Provo, Utah. (AP Photo/Spenser Heaps)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 6 | 
            Central Florida head coach Gus Malzahn, right, reacts after a series as quarterback Jacurri Brown (11) comes off of the field against Cincinnati during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 6

                                    
                                    Central Florida head coach Gus Malzahn, right, reacts after a series as quarterback Jacurri Brown (11) comes off of the field against Cincinnati during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 6 | 
            BYU quarterback Jake Retzlaff runs the ball ahead of Oklahoma State cornerback Korie Black in the second half of an NCAA college football game, Friday, Oct. 18, 2024, in Provo, Utah. (AP Photo/Spenser Heaps)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 6

                                    
                                    BYU quarterback Jake Retzlaff runs the ball ahead of Oklahoma State cornerback Korie Black in the second half of an NCAA college football game, Friday, Oct. 18, 2024, in Provo, Utah. (AP Photo/Spenser Heaps)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 6 | 
            Central Florida running back RJ Harvey (7) rushes for yardage between Cincinnati defensive lineman Kameron Wilson, left, and linebacker Simeon Coleman (31) during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 6

                                    
                                    Central Florida running back RJ Harvey (7) rushes for yardage between Cincinnati defensive lineman Kameron Wilson, left, and linebacker Simeon Coleman (31) during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 6 | 
            Central Florida running back RJ Harvey, right, gets past Florida edge Justus Boone, back center, and defensive back Jason Marshall Jr., left, to score on a 13-yard touchdown run during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Gainesville, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 6

                                    
                                    Central Florida running back RJ Harvey, right, gets past Florida edge Justus Boone, back center, and defensive back Jason Marshall Jr., left, to score on a 13-yard touchdown run during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Gainesville, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 6 | 
            Central Florida quarterback Jacurri Brown breaks away from Iowa State defensive back Malik Verdon for a touchdown during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Ames, Iowa. (AP Photo/Matthew Putney)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 6

                                    
                                    Central Florida quarterback Jacurri Brown breaks away from Iowa State defensive back Malik Verdon for a touchdown during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Ames, Iowa. (AP Photo/Matthew Putney)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            PHILIP ROSSMAN-REICH

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) -- No. 11 BYU is unbeaten but not taking anything for granted.
The reality of college football is that one loss can derail championship aspirations, and the Cougars know there's little room for error in their bid to win the Big 12 championship and secure a spot in the expanded College Football Playoff.
BYU (7-0, 4-0) visits reeling UCF on Saturday and finds itself 2 1/2-point underdogs, according to BetMGM Sportsbook. That's even though the Cougars are unbeaten and the Knights (3-4, 1-3) have lost four in a row.
Quarterback Jake Retzlaff sounds unfazed that some observers remain skeptical of how good BYU might be.
"Our team has done a good job of keeping the main thing the main thing and that is going out there and winning games," Retzlaff said. "We know whether it's being hyped up or being the underdog, the only people who knew what we were going to do this season is us. Regardless of what it is, we still have the mentality to prove people wrong."

    


BYU survived a close call last week, with Retzlaff throwing a 35-yard touchdown pass to Darius Lassiter with 10 seconds remaining to come from behind and beat Oklahoma State 38-35. The Cougars began the winning drive with 1:13 left and drove 75 yards in eight plays to keep pace with 10th-ranked Iowa State (7-0, 4-0) atop the tight Big 12 standings.




Four other teams, including Colorado and No. 16 Kansas State, have one loss in conference play.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
BYU coach Kalani Sitake expects every opponent remaining on the schedule to test the team's mettle down the stretch.
"We're in a spot we thought we could be in," Sitake said. "It doesn't really matter if people believed us or not. We can control what we can control and get after it every week."

    


New QB settling in
UCF made a surprising move to bench senior transfer quarterback KJ Jefferson and turn to freshman EJ Colson and sophomore transfer Jacurri Brown. Brown wound up playing his way into the starting job and will keep it against BYU after the Knights nearly upset Iowa State on the road last week.
"I'm real excited about him," UCF coach Gus Malzahn said. "His potential is really off the charts. He's got as good an arm as anyone in college football. I like the way he has handled himself. He ran physical, he ran hard. The moment wasn't too big. A lot of really good things to build upon with him."
Running back RJ Harvey had a big game against Iowa State, rushing for 154 yards and two TDs in UCF's 38-35 loss. Brown was 8 of 20 passing for just 62 yards.
Malzahn said the Knights will strive for more balance against BYU.
Running wild
When BYU faced Oklahoma State last week, the Cougars anticipated getting a heavy dose of star running back Ollie Gordon. What they weren't expecting was quarterback Garrett Rangel to run wild, too.
Gordon rushed for 107 yards and two touchdowns, getting 50 of those yards on one play. Rangel gained 77 on the ground as the Cowboys nearly pulled off the road upset. Oklahoma State finished with 269 yards rushing, the second most that BYU has yielded this season.
The Cougars' run defense figures to be tested again Saturday. UCF leads the Big 12 in rushing at 280.3 yards per game. Harvey is averaging just over 127 yards per game.
"They have so much offense," Sitake said. "It's difficult to prepare for everything. That's what we have to do. That's the challenge. I think they keep a variety of ways to hurt you. It's all stuff that we've seen. But they're a very dangerous team. We have to tackle well and be assignment sound."

    


___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/byu-ucf-football-preview-ebd86e53f7053d738bed2003cd19afdd



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Kansas (2-5, 1-3 Big Ten) at No. 16 Kansas State (6-1, 3-1), Saturday, 8 p.m. ET (ESPN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Kansas State by 10.
Series record: Kansas leads 65-51-5.
What's at stake?
Kansas State still has its eye on playing for the Big 12 championship and a spot in the College Football Playoff after bouncing back from its lone loss to BYU with three impressive wins. The Jayhawks snapped a five-game skid last week with a win over Houston, and their hopes of qualifying for a bowl game could depend on a brutal three-game stretch.
Key matchup
Kansas QB Jalon Daniels against Kansas State QB Avery Johnson. Sure, they don't actually face each other, but the quarterback who performs better on Saturday will almost certainly be the one that walks off the field a winner. Daniels had struggled with turnovers but accounted for four touchdowns without a pick against Houston. Johnson proved he is much more than a running QB by throwing for 298 yards and three scores without an interception against the Mountaineers.

    


P
layers to watch
Kansas: RB Devin Neal has been the only steady star for the Jayhawks this season, and he was at perhaps his best last week against Houston. Neal ran 17 times for 108 yards and two scores in the 42-14 win at Arrowhead Stadium in Kansas City, Missouri.
Kansas State: RB D.J. Giddens is the nation's ninth-leading rusher with 843 yards, even though West Virginia was willing to sell out on defense to stop him last weekend. He only ran for 57 yards but had two more touchdown runs.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
Kansas State has won the last 15 matchups dating to Nov. 1, 2008. The Jayhawks have not won on the road since a 30-24 victory on Oct. 6, 2007. ... Kansas State and Kansas have played every year since 1911. The only uninterrupted rivalries that are longer are Minnesota Wisconsin (1907) and NC State-Wake Forest (1910). ... The Jayhawks are tied for first nationally in third-down conversion rate and red zone offense, scoring on all 24 of its trips this season. ... Kansas CB Cobee Bryant tied the school record with three interceptions last week against Houston. He has 13 for his career, tied with Aqib Talib for second in school history. ... Neal needs 73 yards rushing to pass June Henley (3,841) for the Kansas career record. He needs one more TD to break Henley's record of 43 set from 1993-96. 
___
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


No. 22 SMU (6-1, 3-0 Atlantic Coast Conference) at Duke (6-1, 2-1), Saturday, 8 p.m. ET (ACC Network)
BetMGM College Football Odds: SMU by 11.
Series record: Duke leads 2-0.
What's at stake?
This is a critical matchup as the ACC title chase takes shape, though it comes with teams picked to finish seventh (SMU) and 11th (Duke) in the preseason. The Mustangs are still unbeaten in the ACC to stay in that crowded chase headlined by No. 9 Clemson (5-0) and No. 6 Miami (3-0), while the Blue Devils are lurking right behind that group and No. 19 Pitt (2-0). 
Key matchup
Duke's defensive front against SMU's offense. The Mustangs are ranked 11th nationally by averaging 40.7 points per game. That unit will face an opponent that ranks in the top 25 nationally for total and scoring defenses. And that unit has been particularly effective in getting in the backfield, with Duke leading the country in tackles for loss (9.9 per game) and seventh in sacks (3.43).

    


Players to watch
SMU: QB Kevin Jennings. He has eight TD passes and one interception over the past four games, and is coming off a career-high 322 yards passing in a 40-10 win at Stanford with touchdown passes of 87, 45 and 38 yards in the first quarter. The Mustangs are 4-0 since he took over as the starter. 
Duke: RB Star Thomas. With Jacquez Moore sidelined by injury, Thomas has carried the load with a physical style. He ran for 88 yards and a touchdown in last week's win against Florida State, and has three 100-yard rushing efforts this year.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
SMU coach Rhett Lashlee was the offensive coordinator at Miami from 2020-21, when Duke's Manny Diaz was the head coach of the Hurricanes. ... SMU has won eight straight road games. ... Duke won both of the previous meetings by similar low scores, first 14-7 on the road in 1952 and then 14-6 at home in 1956. ... Diaz has the Blue Devils off to their first 6-1 start since 2015 and just the fourth since 1960. ... Duke has won eight of nine going back to last season.
___
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No. 3 Penn State puts unbeaten record at stake as it visits surging Wisconsin

    No. 3 Penn State puts unbeaten record at stake as it visits surging Wisconsin

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            Penn State quarterback Drew Allar (15) pitches the ball during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Southern California, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez)
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            Wisconsin quarterback Braedyn Locke runs in a touchdown during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Northwestern, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Evanston, Ill. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


No. 3 Penn State (6-0, 3-0 Big Ten) at Wisconsin (5-2, 3-1), Saturday, 7:30 p.m. ET (NBC)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Penn State by 6 1/2.
Series record: Penn State leads 11-9.
What's at stake?
Penn State is seeking its first 7-0 start since 2019, when the Nittany Lions won their first eight games and finished 11-2. Wisconsin is attempting to beat a top-five team for the first time since a 31-18 victory over No. 1 Ohio State in 2010. Wisconsin also will be trying to beat Penn State for the first time since 2011. Penn State has won the last five games in this series.
Key matchup
Wisconsin offensive line vs. Penn State defensive line: Wisconsin's first-team offensive line of Jack Nelson, Joe Huber, Jake Renfro, Joe Brunner and Riley Mahlman has 138 combined starts. That group has allowed just three sacks and has paved the way for 736 yards rushing during Wisconsin's three-game winning streak. Abdul Carter, who has four sacks and 9 1/2 tackles for loss, leads Penn State's stingy defensive front. Penn State is ranked sixth in yards allowed per game (262.5) and 12th in yards allowed per play (4.51).

    


Players to watch
Penn State: TE Tyler Warren was a first-team selection on the Associated Press midseason All-America team that came out of last week. In Penn State's last game, Warren had 17 receptions - tying a Football Bowl Subdivision record for a tight end - for 224 yards and a touchdown as Penn State rallied to win 33-30 at Southern California in overtime.
Wisconsin: RB Tawee Walker has rushed for 418 yards and six touchdowns during the Badgers' three game winning streak. He has eight touchdown runs in conference play to lead all Big Ten players.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
This marks the second straight season in which Penn State has won its first six games. ... After suffering back-to-back losses against No. 15 Alabama and Southern California, Wisconsin has beaten its last three opponents by a combined margin of 117-16. ... The Badgers have allowed only one touchdown over their last three games. ... Since 1956, Penn State's Drew Allar is the only FBS quarterback to total 500-plus pass attempts, 40-plus touchdown passes and six interceptions or fewer in their career. ... Wisconsin is 10-1 in its last 11 night games at Camp Randall Stadium. But the Badgers also are just 2-13 in their last 15 overall games against Top 25 foes, including an 0-4 mark in Luke Fickell's coaching tenure.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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Hawkeyes are looking for a sharper defensive performance when Northwestern visits Kinnick Stadium
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            Iowa head coach Kirk Ferentz watches during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Michigan State, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in East Lansing, Mich. (AP Photo/Al Goldis)
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            Northwestern quarterback Jack Lausch passes the ball during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Wisconsin, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Evanston, Ill. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Northwestern (3-4, 1-3 Big Ten) at Iowa (4-3, 2-2), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (Big Ten Network)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Iowa by 14.
Series record: Iowa leads 54-28-3.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Iowa's offense still lacks a dependable passing game and is marginally better than a year ago because of RB Kaleb Johnson. The bigger problem is that the dominance for which its defense is known has been lacking. The Hawkeyes didn't allow 400 yards in any game in 2022 and '23. They've given up that many in two of their last three. Northwestern is looking to up its offensive production. The Wildcats managed just 209 total yards in a 23-3 home loss to Wisconsin, quite a comedown from their impressive win at Maryland two weeks ago.
KEY MATCHUP
Iowa run game vs. Northwestern run defense. Iowa and Michigan are the only Big Ten teams yet to crack 1,000 yards passin for the season. Expect the Hawkeyes to hammer away with Johnson if they can. Johnson is averaging 7.8 yards per carry and a conference-leading 147.9 per game. The Wildcats have held up against the run and are the only Big Ten team, and among seven nationally, to not allow a rush of 30-plus yards

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Northwestern: UCLA transfer Joseph Himon II is the leading kick returner in the Big Ten, averaging 27.6 yards per return. Against Washington, he ran one back 96 yards to the 2-yard line, but the Wildcats came away with no points.
Iowa: Sixth-year LB Nick Jackson continues to put up impressive numbers in his second season with Iowa. Jackson is coming off consecutive 11-tackle games, and he had a sack against Michigan State last week.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
Iowa DB Sebastian Castro, who missed last week's game with an ankle injury, is expected to play. ... Iowa has 44 pass plays of 10-plus yards and Northwestern has 40. The only Big Ten team with fewer is Michigan, which has 34. ... Northwestern is last in the Big Ten and 132nd nationally in third-down conversations, at 26.7% (24 of 90). ... DL Aaron Graves leads Iowa with five sacks in seven games. He had 4.5 in his first 27 games. ... Iowa's 19 penalties are fewest in the nation, and its 185 penalty yards are second fewest to Iowa State's 176.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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Four new schools join the rough-and-tumble Big 12, and Utah believes it can succeed right away
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            Utah head coach Lynne Roberts addresses the media during the NCAA college Big 12 women's basketball media day, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Kansas State's Zyanna Walker addresses the media during the NCAA college Big 12 women's basketball media day, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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                                        The thing that stood out to Utah coach Lynne Roberts when she began to prepare for the Utes' move to the Big 12 was not the overall toughness of the league, though that was impressive, or the size or depth or talent level of its teams.
It was the vastly different styles that they play.
Motion offenses. Dribble-drive systems. Teams that press and teams that play zone. Up-tempo, low-tempo and, well, what could only be described as no-tempo, the handful of teams that value defense so much that they're happy to win games in the 50s.
"In the Pac-12 there was a similar vibe among the teams, even if they were uniquely different," Roberts said. "In the Big 12, there are so many styles of play. It's very, very different. And that adds another layer of complexity and preparation."
As if there wasn't already enough for Utah, Arizona, Colorado and Arizona State.

    


The Utes may be the best positioned to succeed in the new 16-team league, though, which lost Oklahoma and Texas to the SEC but gained the Pac-12 quartet. Utah has won games in the NCAA Tournament each of the past three years and has a bevy of returning talent, led by preseason All-Big 12 forward Gianna Kneepkens.




"We're at a stage where we have a program, and the program is really centered on recruiting quality kids that want to be at Utah," Roberts said, "so we've done really well with retention. But we have really hard-working women, too."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Given all the new venues, coaches, players and, yes, offensive systems they will encounter in the Big 12, the Utes and the rest of the new teams certainly have work to do. Utah was voted tops among them by the league's coaches in their preseason poll, but that still left the Utah staring up at Kansas State and others.
The No. 13 Wildcats, led by preseason Big 12 player of the year Ayoka Lee, were voted No. 1 by the coaches for the first time in school history, while No. 8 Iowa State, No. 12 Baylor, TCU and No. 16 West Virginia were close behind them.

    


"We had expectations well before the preseason poll came out," said Kansas State coach Jeff Mittie, whose team was beaten by Colorado on its own floor in the second round of the NCAA Tournament. "We were excited to be No. 1. Probably a little surprised; we know the league is talented. We expected to be picked somewhere near the top. But honestly? We talked about it and it has pretty much been in the rearview mirror ever since."
It's been harder to put that loss to the Buffaloes in the rearview mirror, especially now that they're in the same conference.
"Absolutely unfinished business," Lee said. "We had a great season last year but there were some things, like the Big 12 title and not making it to the second week of the (NCAA) tournament that stuck with all of us."
Something to prove
The Big 12 got seven teams in the NCAA Tournament last year, but only Texas and Baylor reached the Sweet 16 and only the Longhorns -- now in the SEC -- made it to the Elite Eight. In all, the league went a pedestrian 10-7 in the NCAA tourney.
Old rivalries reimagined
BYU and Utah have played their bitter rivalry every year. But with the Utes joining the Cougars in the Big 12, the game will take on even more significance -- as if that is possible, according to BYU coach Amber Whiting.
"Fans get a little crazy. Wild. My husband played in it as well," she said. "You can't understand what it means until you're in the moment. I don't think there's any blowout games, and it's out for blood. There's no friends."

    


More eyes on the prize
The support for women's basketball has grown exponentially over the past couple years, fueled in part by the success of former Iowa standout Caitlin Clark and LSU star Angel Reese. That has been evident in the Big 12, where commissioner Brett Yormark said the league experienced a 111% increase in television viewership for its games last season.

    


Back and better
TCU won a record 14 straight games to start last season, only for injuries to sideline Sedona Prince, Madison Conner, Jaden Owens and DaiJa Turner. The Horned Frogs were so thin -- down to six players -- that they had to forfeit two games. But they have restocked this season, landing No. 1-ranked transfer Hailey Van Lith, and barely missed the preseason AP Top 25.
"The injuries created some adversity last year," TCU coach Mark Campbell admitted, "but even within that, there were some blessings within that adversity. Players had an opportunity with a smaller roster that they wouldn't have necessarily had, so we had a group of kids that really blossomed and laid a foundation that will carry into this year."
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP women's college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-womens-college-basketball-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/womens-college-basketball
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Ivey has No. 6 Notre Dame back atop ACC women's race featuring 5 other AP Top 25 teams
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            Notre Dame head coach Niele Ivey speaks during a ACC women's NCAA college basketball media day, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Chris Carlson)
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            Notre Dame guard Olivia Miles speaks during a ACC women's NCAA college basketball media day, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Chris Carlson)
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            Notre Dame guard Hannah Hidalgo speaks during a ACC women's NCAA college basketball media day, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Chris Carlson)
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            NC State guard Saniya Rivers speaks during a ACC women's NCAA college basketball media day, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Chris Carlson)
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            NC State head coach Wes Moore speaks during a ACC women's NCAA college basketball media day, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Chris Carlson)
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            Stanford head coach Kate Paye speaks during a ACC women's NCAA college basketball media day, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Chris Carlson)
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            Clemson Head Coach Shawn Poppie speaks during a ACC women's basketball media day, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Chris Carlson)
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            Miami head coach Tricia Cullop speaks during the ACC women's NCAA college basketball media day, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Chris Carlson)
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                                        Notre Dame rolled into the Atlantic Coast Conference with a wave of championships before a two-year dip. Niele Ivey has the sixth-ranked Fighting Irish back in top position again.
They won last year's ACC Tournament title for her first as head coach, and now they're the preseason favorite to do it again. It's part of a swift rise under Ivey, the former Notre Dame player and assistant who is now in her fifth season as head coach after taking over for two-time national champion Muffet McGraw.
Notre Dame is the headliner in another tough league race that features five other AP Top 25 teams in an expanded 18-team alignment. N.C. State -- fresh off its first Final Four run since 1998 -- is next up at No. 9, followed by No. 11 Duke, No. 15 North Carolina, No. 17 Louisville and No. 19 Florida State. 
The ACC's six ranked teams was tied for second with the Big Ten, trailing only the SEC's seven. The ACC has earned eight NCAA bids in six straight tournaments.

    


Notre Dame won four straight and five of six ACC titles when arriving in the league for the 2013-14 season, but dipped in McGraw's final season that preceded the pandemic (13-18) and then went just 10-10 in Ivey's debut season.




But she's gotten the Irish to three straight NCAA Sweet 16s since.
Her initial challenge is blending a lineup headlined by an Associated Press first-team All-American in high-scoring sophomore Hannah Hidalgo, along with the return of point guard Olivia Miles -- a second-team AP All-American from 2023 who missed all of last season with a serious knee injury.
"I'm meshing two transfers, I'm meshing a freshman, I'm implementing (Miles) back into the program and system," Ivey said, adding: "We have a lot of experience, but we also have elite players, we have elite talent."

    


Wolfpack's follow-up act
N.C. State is picked to finish second in the ACC race after last year's run to the sport's biggest stage before falling to eventual champion South Carolina. It was the breakthrough moment for coach Wes Moore's successful tenure that already included three straight ACC Tournament titles from 2020-22, two No. 1 seeds in the NCAAs and a trip to the 2022 Elite Eight.
This year's team returns its touted all-ACC backcourt of Saniya Rivers and Aziaha James.
"It's hard to get where we got last year," James said. "Teams are not going to come into a game like, 'Oh, they've been to a Final Four, we're going to back down.' They're going to be hungry for us."
New teams
This is the ACC's first year with national power Stanford joining California and SMU in the fold for a league race featuring coast-to-coast travel.
The Cardinal isn't just transitioning to a new league from its longtime Pac-12 home. There's also the retirement of Hall of Famer Tara VanDerveer, who stepped aside as the winningest NCAA coach in men's or women's basketball history. Former Stanford player and assistant Kate Paye is now in charge.
"The opportunity to go to new venues, play in new gyms, new cities, creates a certain kind of energy that has really energized our team," Paye said.

    


New coaches
Paye is one of four new coaches in the league this season.
Virginia Tech hired Marquette's Megan Duffy to take over after Kenny Brooks left for Kentucky, ending a Hokies tenure that included an ACC Tournament title and Final Four run in 2023.
At Miami, Tricia Cullop arrived from Toledo to take over after the retirement of longtime Hurricanes coach Katie Meier.
And at Clemson, Chattanooga's Shawn Poppie took over after the firing of Amanda Butler after six seasons.
Preseason picks
After Notre Dame and N.C. State, Duke is picked third, followed by Louisville, FSU, UNC, Stanford, Miami and Virginia for the top half of the league. 
Georgia Tech is picked 10th, followed by Syracuse, Virginia Tech, Clemson, California, Boston College, SMU, Wake Forest and Pittsburgh.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP women's college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-womens-college-basketball-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/womens-college-basketball

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/acc-womens-basketball-preview-8fb806772dc18943cac87950163cf72a
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                                        COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) -- Texas coach Vic Schaefer saw the strength and depth of the Southeastern Conference from way back when he started as a young assistant. Very little has changed with Schaefer and the Longhorns now members of the powerhouse league. 
"I think the parity that we have in our league right now is really incredible," said Schaefer, who was national runner-up in consecutive seasons as Mississippi State coach in 2017 and 2018. 
"Back then you had some really dominant teams, then you had some teams that maybe they couldn't beat those top teams," said Schaefer, who left for Texas after the 2020 season. "In our league right now on any given night, if you're not ready to play, you won't get beat, you'll get embarrassed." 
The Longhorns, ranked No. 4 in the preseason AP Top 25, are among the SEC teams expected to do the embarrassing this season. 

    


There are four SEC teams in the rankings' top 10, led by defending national champion South Carolina at No. 1, 2023 champ LSU at No. 7 and the other newcomer, Oklahoma, at No. 10. Texas and Oklahoma joining the mix certainly adds to the intrigue in the league title race; there was also a three-way tie for preseason player of the year among LSU's Flau'Jae Johnson and Aneesah Morrow along with Madison Booker of Texas.




Gamecocks coach Dawn Staley, going for her fourth national title and third in four years, has learned to let her team evolve on its own. Last year's group was a largely carefree group that talked about silly things, which irked the old-school Staley at first. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Now, that's who they are," Staley said. "I can't change who they are. As long as they're working hard, they're super competitive, they're respectful." 
The Gamecocks completed the sport's first undefeated season at 38-0 since UConn completed a perfect run to an NCAA title in 2016. South Carolina's main loss from last season was 6-foot-7 centerpiece Kamilla Cardoso, the team's top scorer and rebounder. 
They did add the nation's No. 3 prospect in 6-3 Joyce Edwards, who had a double-double (19 points, 12 boards) in South Carolina's 106-exhibition win over Memphis last week. 

    


Big question 
South Carolina entered the season counting on junior Ashlyn Watkins, a versatile 6-3 defender who led the SEC with 91 blocked shots. But Watkins has been suspended from the program since her arrest on Aug. 31 for assault and kidnapping. Even if the charges are resolved, it's likely Watkins will face a significant suspension before seeing the court again. 
New faces
South Carolina's Cardoso and LSU's Angel Reese, now teammates with Chicago of the WNBA, were the faces of last year's SEC. Look for LSU junior guard Flau'jae Johnson and Gamecocks guard MiLaysia Fulwiley to be among those filling those roles last year with big personalities and flashy games to match. Fulwiley was the SEC Tournament's most valuable player in defeating Johnson's team for the title last March. 

    


New coaches
It was a relatively light season in coaching turnover, but it included the once powerful Tennessee Lady Vols, who parted ways with their national championship guard-turned-coach Kellie Harper and hired Kim Caldwell of Marshall. 
Also new is Kentucky coach Kenny Brooks, lured over after a fabulous run where he led Virginia Tech to an ACC Tournament title and Final Four berth in 2023 and league regular-season title in 2024. Brooks believes he can make the Wildcats that successful, too. "It's a great time for me to look at an opportunity such as this," he said. "They don't come very often." 
Key matchups
South Carolina's schedule is loaded with tests, both in and out of conference. The Gamecocks will play seven of the top 11 teams in the preseason Top 25 this season, starting with No. 9 N.C. State in the season's first week. 
LSU takes on South Carolina on Jan. 23 in a rematch of last year's highly charged SEC Tournament finals. 
Texas plays the Gamecocks twice (Jan. 12, Feb. 9) in a schedule that also includes No. 6 Notre Dame and Maryland. 
Big finish

The league tournament is in Greenville, South Carolina, which will be the host through 2028 under a three-year extension to hold the event at the Bon Secours Wellness Arena. 
---

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP women's college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-womens-college-basketball-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/womens-college-basketball
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Washington (4-3, 2-2 Big Ten) at No. 13 Indiana (7-0, 4-0), Saturday, 12 p.m. ET (BTN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Indiana by 7.
Series record: Indiana leads 2-1.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
A magical season has turned Indiana into college football's biggest surprise. A win Saturday would match its 1967 Rose Bowl team for the best start in school history and would keep the Hoosiers atop the Big Ten standings as they chase a playoff spot. It's been a rough season for the Huskies, who replaced 21 of 22 starters from last year's national runner-up team. 
KEY MATCHUP
Washington WR Denzel Boston vs. Indiana secondary. The Huskies lost their top three receivers from 2023 to the NFL, giving the 6-foot-4, 209-pound Boston room to showcase his skills. While his 40 receptions and 540 yards may not look gaudy, he leads the Big Ten and ranks second nationally with nine TD catches. He'll pose a different kind of challenge for the nation's 30th ranked pass defense. 




PLAYERS TO WATCH
Washington: CB Thaddeus Dixon. The Los Angeles prep star's game tape shows his versatility. At 6-foot-1, he can match up with taller receivers and he enters Week 9 with 19 tackles, 1/2 tackle for loss, one interception and a team-high six pass breakups. Testing him could prove perilous.
Indiana: QB Tayven Jackson. The third-year player has been a fan favorite since transferring from Tennessee to his home-state school. Though he struggled last year, he looked quite comfortable relieving the injured Kurtis Rourke in the second half last week. With Rourke out (right thumb surgery) out week, it's Jackson's job to keep the Hoosiers perfect mark intact.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
The College Gameday studio crew is making its second trip to Bloomington. It's only previous appearance on campus was a Thursday night season opener against Ohio State in 2017. ... Washington won the most recent matchup in the series, in 2003, after losing twice to Indiana in the 1970s. ... The Hoosiers have scored more than 40 points in a school record six straight games. ... The Huskies rank third in pass efficiency defense, eighth in total defense, and 16th in scoring defense. ... Washington QB Will Rogers is one of 14 FBS players to top the 14,000-yard mark in a career. ... Indiana's 28 rushing TDs rank second in the FBS, behind Army (28). ... Washington is 4-0 on its home field but is 0-3 outside Husky Stadium including a loss to rival Washington State on the NFL's Seattle Seahawks home turf.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            FILE - Norway's Lucas Braathen competes in an alpine ski, men's World Cup slalom race, in Soldeu, Andorra, on March 19, 2023. (AP Photo/Giovanni Zenoni, File)
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            FILE - Austria's Marcel Hirscher competes during the first run of a men's alpine ski World Cup slalom, in Soldeu, Andorra, on March 17, 2019. (AP Photo/Alessandro Trovati, File)
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                                        SOELDEN, Austria (AP) -- Two ski stars coming out of retirement have put the spotlights in the buildup to the World Cup season on Brazil and the Netherlands, two nations usually not associated with top-level racing.
Lucas Pinheiro Braathen, who raced for Norway until leaving the sport a year ago, and Marcel Hirscher, a two-time Olympic gold medalist who became the record eight-time overall champion while competing for Austria until 2019, have dual citizenship and will start for their mothers' native countries in the new season, which kicks off this weekend with a giant slalom in Austria.
"I'm an athlete representing 200 million Brazilians. That chapter starts on Sunday. I won't give up until that flag is raised, all the way to the top," Braathen said on Thursday.
Son of a Norwegian father and a Brazilian mother, Braathen made his World Cup debut at 18 in December 2018 in a race that was won by Hirscher, who was competing in his final season. Braathen went on to win five World Cup races and he took the 2022-23 slalom season title.

    


One of skiing's most vibrant personalities, known for painting his fingernails and having a taste for fashion, Braathen suddenly took a break from racing a year ago after a fallout with the Norwegian ski federation over his marketing rights.


He travelled the world but remained in touch with the sport as he got involved in the development of skis at his equipment supplier, Austrian-based brand Atomic.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"It's been a very interesting year that is behind me, a year of exploring who I am and exploring my other interests," Braathen said. "I've learned so much, and it's been so interesting to be able to take a deeper dive into the industry of ski racing."
In March he announced his comeback for Brazil, a federation that has not been represented in Alpine skiing's World Cup since 2016. Neither has Brazil won an Olympic medal in winter sports.

    


"It's kind of like starting this sport all over again, you are introducing the entire sport to a new target group," Braathen said.
"What I find the coolest aspect of it is that I hope that this mission can transfer some inspiration to Brazil to show the people that you can come from anywhere and you can be whoever you are, and it doesn't matter whatever your dreams are, there are goals to pursue."
The team around him is led by his father Bjorn Braathen and includes former Hirscher ski coach Michael Pircher and physical coach Kurt Kothbauer, who previously worked with three-time reigning overall champion Marco Odermatt.
"Of course, I'm an athlete, a born winner. I'm not here for sixth, fifth or fourth places, I'm here for the podium and for wins," said Braathen, who has lost his place in the favorable early start group following his year off.
His former teammate from Norway, Henrik Kristoffersen, believed Braathen could soon start winning races again.
"We trained together for two days on the race hill (in Soelden). He was not slow," said Kristoffersen, a two-time winner of the World Cup slalom title.
"It certainly requires some adaptions as he starts with a late number. But other racers have been away with knee injuries for a year, and they were back at the top right away."

    


Kristoffersen is going into his third season using skis from Van Deer-Red Bull, the brand founded by Hirscher after he ended his career at 30 in 2019.
Hirscher dominated the sport for a decade, racking up eight straight overall and 12 discipline titles and 67 race wins on the World Cup, and 14 medals from major championships.
While Braathen's return to racing was no surprise, Hirscher's announcement seven weeks later certainly was.
Calling it a "passion project" for one season rather than a comeback, Hirscher switched to the Dutch ski federation, stating he didn't want to take a spot away from anyone on the Austrian ski team.
Also, his ski brand is not part of the pool of equipment suppliers approved by the Austrian ski federation, so Hirscher would not be allowed to wear his own equipment when racing for the nation he celebrated all his past successes with.

    


"For me, it makes no difference if I wear an orange race suit or a red-white-red one. I live in Austria, I feel Austrian, but I am happy to race for my mother's country," Hirscher said.
"For Holland, it's a cool situation, especially for the Dutch ski federation. There is a youth department, but they struggle with resources, so I believe I can bring a bit of excitement and hopefully it will get a bit easier for those young talents in the Netherlands in the future."
The best World Cup result so far by a Dutch skier came in December 2012, when Marvin van Heek placed eighth in a weather-affected downhill in Val Gardena, Italy.
Hirscher's preparations for the new season were hampered as his team had to cut short a training camp in New Zealand due to unfavorable weather conditions in August, and he suffered from illness the following month.

    


It left Hirscher unsure whether he wanted to race in Soelden this weekend.
"I'll see day by day, week by week, where this journey takes me," said Hirscher, adding he didn't have the 2025 world championships in his native Austrian province of Salzburg on his mind yet.
Thanks to a wild card rule introduced by the International Ski and Snowboard Federation in July, Hirscher has a guaranteed start spot after the top 30 without the hassle of having to qualify for the World Cup again through lower-ranked FIS races.

"The wild card is a cool thing for the sports," he said. "I'm certainly not the only one making a comeback in the next five years. I am really looking forward to see who else is returning."
___
Eric Willemsen on X: https://x.com/eWilmedia
___
AP skiing: https://apnews.com/hub/alpine-skiing
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Nebraska (5-2, 2-2 Big Ten) at No. 4 Ohio State (5-1, 2-1), Saturday, 12 p.m. ET (FOX)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Ohio State by 25 1/2.
Series record: Ohio State leads 7-1.
What's at stake?
Ohio State let a 32-31 game slip away to Oregon on Oct. 12, then had an off week to stew in it. With a 12-team College Football Playoff this season, Ohio State is still a player, but its margin of error is now smaller. Nebraska was blown out last week by an Indiana team that is one of the big surprises of the Big Ten. The Huskers' 56-7 loss was their most lopsided since they got walloped 62-3 at Ohio State in 2016.
Key matchup
Ohio State passing game against Nebraska defense. The Buckeyes are sixth in the country averaging 503 yards per game, including nearly 300 passing yards. The 'Huskers are allowing just over 200 yards per game through the air, including 280 to Indiana Saturday.

    


Players to watch
Nebraska: Freshman QB Dylan Raiola faces a big mental challenge going into the Horseshoe off two straight poor performances. He combined for four interceptions and no touchdown passes and just 5.2 yards per attempt against Rutgers and Indiana.
Ohio State: Freshman WR Jeremiah Smith continues to dazzle. He had nine catches for 100 yards in the loss to Oregon. He's for 553 receiving yards and seven TDs through six games and has rushed for 33 yards and another score. Smith has been a fixture on the highlight reels with one-handed catches.




Facts & figures
Nebraska has lost 26 straight games against Top 25 opponents since beating Oregon in 2016. The Huskers have dropped 17 straight against ranked opponents on the road since winning at No. 12 Penn State in 2011. ... The Huskers have lost 14 straight against top-five opponents. ... Raiola's pass efficiency rating of 90.0 since Week 6 is third-lowest among FBS quarterbacks with at least 35 attempts over that span, according to Sportradar. ... The Huskers hadn't allowed 400 yards in 13 straight games before Indiana amassed 495 last week. ... Ohio State RBs Quinshon Judkins and TreVeyon Henderson have combined for more than 900 yards rushing and 10 touchdowns. ... WRs Smith and Emeka Egbuka have combined for 1,079 yards receiving and 13 TDs. ... Buckeyes QB Will Howard threw for a season-high 326 yards against Oregon, completing 80% of his passes.
___

AP college football: Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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Beyonce, whose 'Freedom' is Harris' campaign anthem, is expected at Democrat's Texas rally on Friday
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                    This combination photos shows Beyonce at the Grammy Awards in Los Angeles, March 14, 2021, left, and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris at a CNN town hall in Aston, Pa., Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo)
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    > Follow live updates on Election 2024 as Donald Trump and Kamala Harris campaign in strategic battleground states. 


    


PHILADELPHIA (AP) -- Beyonce is expected to appear Friday in her hometown of Houston at a rally for Vice President Kamala Harris, according to three people familiar with the matter.
Harris' presidential campaign has taken on Beyonce's 2016 track "Freedom" as its anthem, and the singer's planned appearance brings a high-level of star power to what has become a key theme of the Democratic nominee's bid: freedom.
Harris will head to the reliably Republican state just 10 days before Election Day in an effort to refocus her campaign against former President Donald Trump on reproductive care, which Democrats see as a make-or-break issue this year.
The three people were not authorized to publicly discuss the matter and spoke on condition of anonymity. The Harris campaign did not immediately comment.
Beyonce's appearance was expected to draw even more attention to the event -- and to Harris' closing message. 

    


Harris' Houston trip is set to feature women who have been affected by Texas' restrictive abortion laws, which took effect after the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade in 2022. She has campaigned in other states with restrictive abortion laws, including Georgia, among the seven most closely contested states.




Harris has centered her campaign around the idea that Trump is a threat to American freedoms, from reproductive and LGBTQ rights to the freedom to be safe from gun violence.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Beyonce gave Harris permission early in her campaign to use "Freedom," a soulful track from her 2016 landmark album "Lemonade," in her debut ad. Harris has used its thumping chorus as a walk-out song at rallies ever since.
Beyonce's alignment with Harris isn't the first time that the Grammy winner has aligned with a Democratic politician. Barack Obama and his wife, Michelle, danced as Beyonce performed at a presidential inaugural ball in 2009. 
In 2013, she sang the national anthem at Obama's second inauguration. Three years later, she and her husband Jay-Z performed at a pre-election concert for Democrat Hillary Clinton in Cleveland.

    


"Look how far we've come from having no voice to being on the brink of history -- again," Beyonce said at the time. "But we have to vote."
A January poll by Ipsos for the anti-polarization nonprofit With Honor found that 64% of Democrats had a favorable view of Beyonce compared with just 32% of Republicans. Overall, Americans were more likely to have a favorable opinion than an unfavorable one, 48% to 33%.
Speculation over whether the superstar would appear at this summer's Democratic National Convention in Chicago reached a fever pitch on the gathering's final night, with online rumors swirling after celebrity news site TMZ posted a story that said: "Beyonce is in Chicago, and getting ready to pop out for Kamala Harris on the final night of the Democratic convention." The site attributed it to "multiple sources in the know," none of them named.
About an hour after Harris ended her speech, TMZ updated its story to say, "To quote the great Beyonce: We gotta lay our cards down, down, down ... we got this one wrong." In the end, Harris took the stage to star's song, but that was its only appearance.

Last year, Harris and her husband, Doug Emhoff, attended Beyonce's Renaissance World Tour in Maryland after getting tickets from Beyonce herself. "Thanks for a fun date night, @Beyonce," Harris wrote on Instagram.

    


___
Meg Kinnard can be reached at http://x.com/MegKinnardAP

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/harris-beyonce-freedom-trump-reproductive-rights-texas-eb74ef99d0ab14f6feb3c9722aa26138



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Georgia officials say they thwarted an attempt to crash a state election website
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                    FILE - Gabriel Sterling, chief operating officer for the Georgia Secretary of State, answers journalists' questions, Nov. 16, 2022, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Ben Gray, File)


                

            
        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            KATE BRUMBACK

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Georgia election officials acted quickly earlier this month to thwart an attempt to flood the state's absentee voter portal in an apparent attempt to crash the site, the secretary of state's office said.
The attack was limited to that part of the state's website, which voters use to request an absentee ballot. Users may have experienced a brief slowdown, but the site never crashed and no data was compromised, said Gabriel Sterling, a top official at the agency.
He said it was not clear where the attack originated. There has been no public indication that similar systems in any other state were subject to the same kind of attack.
The Georgia secretary of state's office alerted federal authorities about the attack. The FBI, the federal Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency and the Office of the Director of National Intelligence all declined to comment Thursday.

    


Detection tools that the secretary of state's office has in place generated an alert about a processing slowdown shortly after 5 p.m. on Oct. 14, the day before early in-person voting was to start. Sterling said internet security firm Cloudflare sent an indication within minutes that it was a denial-of-service attack, which involves flooding a site with data in order to overwhelm it and knock it offline.





The secretary of state's office could see that, at the peak, at least 420,000 IP addresses were trying to access the site at the same time, Sterling said. The office put in place a verification tool requiring users to prove that they're human and then the traffic "just sort of fell through the floor," Sterling said. Within 30 minutes of the first alert, he said everything was back to normal.
Cloudflare told Georgia officials that many of the IP addresses had been used in previous denial-of-service attacks.
"In general, our systems worked," Sterling said. "We just executed. There was not panic at all."
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            FILE - Tigran Gambaryan, an American citizen and Binance's head of financial crime compliance, attends a court hearing at the federal High Courts, in Abuja, Nigeria, April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Olamikan Gbemiga, File)
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            FILE - Tigran Gambaryan, an American citizen and Binance's head of financial crime compliance, right, is escorted as he leaves a court hearing at the federal High Courts, in Abuja, Nigeria, April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Olamikan Gbemiga, File)
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            FILE - White House national security adviser Jake Sullivan speaks, Oct. 1, 2024, during a press briefing at the White House in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)
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            FILE - White House national security adviser Jake Sullivan speaks, Oct. 1, 2024, during a press briefing at the White House in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 3

                                    
                                    FILE - White House national security adviser Jake Sullivan speaks, Oct. 1, 2024, during a press briefing at the White House in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            CHINEDU ASADU and ERIC TUCKER

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- An American cryptocurrency executive held in Nigeria for the past eight months has been released after authorities there announced they were ending his money laundering trial on health and diplomatic grounds.
Tigran Gambaryan, Binance's head of financial crime compliance, was freed on humanitarian parole and was returning to the United States to receive medical attention, White House national security adviser Jake Sullivan said in a statement Thursday announcing the release.
"I am grateful to my Nigerian colleagues and partners for the productive discussions that have resulted in this step and look forward to working closely with them on the many areas of cooperation and collaboration critical to the bilateral partnership between our two countries," Sullivan said.
Gambaryan was arrested in February during a business trip to Nigeria alongside Nadeem Anjarwalla, the company's regional manager in Africa, who fled custody and remains at large.

    


Nigerian authorities had accused Binance, the world's largest cryptocurrency exchange, and Gambaryan of using the platform to launder up to $35 million and to manipulate the local naira currency, which they deny. 




Nigeria is Africa's largest crypto economy in terms of trade volume, with many citizens using crypto to hedge their finances against surging inflation and the declining local currency.
But as its users grew and the government struggled to stabilize the currency, officials alleged without providing evidence publicly that the platform was being used to launder money and finance terrorism, forcing it to stop all trading with the local currency on its platform.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
On Wednesday, R.U. Adaba, a prosecuting lawyer with Nigeria's Economic and Financial Crimes Commission, told the Federal High Court in Nigeria's capital, Abuja, that the government was ending the case after "taking into consideration some critical international and diplomatic reasons."

    


Binance still faces charges on suspicion of tax evasion and operating without the required license.
Gambaryan's trial has been shrouded in controversy, including over allegations that he and his colleague were illegally detained and their passports seized. Binance also alleged that Nigerian officials demanded bribes to release him and Anjarwalla. 
The Nigerian government denied the bribery allegation and defended the prosecution as following the rule of law.

Gambaryan's health deteriorated as his court case dragged on. The court in Abuja denied him bail twice after a judge ruled he was a flight risk and that he should remain at the Kuje prison in the capital city.
____
Asadu reported from Abuja, Nigeria. 
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            FILE - The logo for the EPA with the letters 'A' scratched out at the Environmental Protection Agency Building in Washington, Sept. 21, 2017. (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais, File)
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            FILE - Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Michael Regan speaks to employees in Washington, June 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Two weeks after setting a nationwide deadline for removal of lead pipes, the Biden administration is imposing strict new limits on dust from lead-based paint in older homes and child-care facilities.
A final rule announced Thursday by the Environmental Protection Agency sets limits on lead dust on floors and window sills in pre-1978 residences and child-care facilities to levels so low they cannot be detected.
Paint that contains lead was banned in 1978, but more than 30 million American homes are believed to still contain it, including nearly 4 million homes where children under the age of 6 live. Lead paint can chip off when it deteriorates or is disturbed, especially during home remodeling or renovation.
"There is no safe level of lead," said Michal Freedhoff, EPA's assistant administrator for chemical safety and pollution prevention. The new rule will bring the United States "closer to eradicating lead-based paint hazards from homes and child care facilities once and for all," she said.

    


The EPA estimates the new rule will reduce the lead exposures of up to 1.2 million people per year, including 178,000 to 326,000 children under age 6.




Lead is a neurotoxin that can irreversibly harm brain development in children, lower IQ, cause behavioral problems and lead to lifelong health effects. It also affects other organs, including the liver and kidneys.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The new rule, which takes effect early next year, targets levels of lead dust generated by paint. Currently, 10 micrograms per square foot is considered hazardous on floors, and a concentration 10 times that high is considered hazardous on window sills. The new rule brings both of those levels down to no detectable lead.
The proposed rule also would reduce what level is allowed when a lead-abatement contractor finishes work on a property where lead has been identified as a problem. These levels would be 5 micrograms per square foot on the floor and 40 micrograms per square foot for sills.

    


Individuals and firms that perform abatement work must be certified and follow specific work practices. Testing is required afterward to ensure dust-lead levels are below the new standards.
Environmental justice and public health experts called the EPA rule long overdue, noting that lead poisoning disproportionately affects low-income communities and communities of color.
"We can all breathe a little easier now that the EPA has significantly lowered its dust lead standard to protect children," said Peggy Shepard, co-founder and executive director of WE ACT for Environmental Justice, a New York-based advocacy group. 
Shepard, who serves on the White House Environmental Justice Advisory Council, said public health experts have long understood there is no safe level of lead in a child's blood, yet New York state leads the nation in cases of children with elevated blood levels. Black children in Harlem living below the poverty line are twice as likely to suffer from lead poisoning as poor white children, she said. 
The U.S. government has gradually been reducing the standard for what counts as poisonous levels of lead in children's blood, with the most recent change occurring in 2021. But the EPA rule marks an effort to take more proactive action.

    


"When you are relying on the blood lead level in children to indicate whether there is lead in the environment, we are basically using the children as canaries in the mine," said Dr. Philip Landrigan, a Boston College biology professor who directs the school's Program for Global Public Health and the Common Good.
The National Child Care Association said when the lead rule was proposed last year that it could hurt many financially struggling child-care centers -- especially those in low-income neighborhoods, where the facilities tend to be older. Without appropriate federal funding, the rule could push small, local child-care centers to close, the group said.

Earlier this month, the federal Department of Housing and Urban Development announced $420 million in grants to remove lead hazards from homes, including HUD-assisted homes. Additional HUD grants will continue to be available to help with lead paint removal, the White House said.
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            President Joe Biden delivers remarks on lowering the cost of prescription drugs, at NHTI Concord Community College, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Concord, N.H. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)
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            White House national security adviser Jake Sullivan speaks Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, during a press briefing at the White House in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        New rules for US national security agencies balance AI's promise with need to protect against risks

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            President Joe Biden delivers remarks on lowering the cost of prescription drugs, at NHTI Concord Community College, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Concord, N.H. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2

                                    
                                    President Joe Biden delivers remarks on lowering the cost of prescription drugs, at NHTI Concord Community College, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Concord, N.H. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            White House national security adviser Jake Sullivan speaks Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, during a press briefing at the White House in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2

                                    
                                    White House national security adviser Jake Sullivan speaks Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, during a press briefing at the White House in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            DAVID KLEPPER

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- New rules from the White House on the use of artificial intelligence by U.S. national security and spy agencies aim to balance the technology's immense promise with the need to protect against its risks.
The framework signed by President Joe Biden and announced Thursday is designed to ensure that national security agencies can access the latest and most powerful AI while also mitigating its misuse. 
Recent advances in artificial intelligence have been hailed as potentially transformative for a long list of industries and sectors, including military, national security and intelligence. But there are risks to the technology's use by government, including possibilities it could be harnessed for mass surveillance, cyberattacks or even lethal autonomous devices.
"This is our nation's first-ever strategy for harnessing the power and managing the risks of AI to advance our national security," national security adviser Jake Sullivan said as he described the new policy to students during an appearance at the National Defense University in Washington.

    


The framework directs national security agencies to expand their use of the most advanced AI systems while also prohibiting certain uses, such as applications that would violate constitutionally protected civil rights or any system that would automate the deployment of nuclear weapons.




Other provisions encourage AI research and call for improved security of the nation's computer chip supply chain. The rules also direct intelligence agencies to prioritize work to protect the American industry from foreign espionage campaigns.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The guidelines were created following an ambitious executive order signed by Biden last year that called on federal agencies to create policies for how AI could be used. 
Officials said the rules are needed not only to ensure that AI is used responsibly but also to encourage the development of new AI systems and see that the U.S. keeps up with China and other rivals also working to harness the technology's power.

    


Sullivan said AI is different from past innovations that were largely developed by the government: space exploration, the internet and nuclear weapons and technology. Instead, the development of AI systems has been led by the private sector. 
Now, he said, it is "poised to transform our national security landscape."
AI is already reshaping how national security agencies manage logistics and planning, improve cyber defenses and analyze intelligence, Sullivan said. Other applications may emerge as the technology develops, he said.

Lethal autonomous drones, which are capable of taking out an enemy at their own discretion, remain a key concern about the military use of AI. Last year, the U.S. issued a declaration calling for international cooperation on setting standards for autonomous drones.
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Florida sues Garland for blocking state probe into Trump assassination attempt
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Florida is suing the Justice Department to stop federal authorities from blocking the state's investigation into the second attempted assassination of former President Donald Trump.
On Wednesday, the state's Republican Attorney General Ashley Moody filed a complaint against Attorney General Merrick Garland after the Justice Department told Florida to temporarily halt its investigation until the federal probe concluded. Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis previously said that Florida would pursue state charges against the suspect, Ryan Routh, who is already facing federal charges. 
Florida officials were told to not interview witnesses and that they could only cooperate with the federal investigation, the lawsuit says. Justice Department officials cited the federal law, which says an attempted assassination of a political candidate shall be investigated by the FBI and that state jurisdiction is suspended if the federal government steps in, according to the complaint. 

    


Florida says it's suing to "vindicate its sovereign interest to investigate violations of state law, as delay may impact the outcome of any prosecution."




The Justice Department declined to comment. 
DeSantis announced the state probe two days after the Sept. 15 incident at Trump's golf club in West Palm Beach. Authorities previously said the assassination attempt was thwarted when a member of Trump's Secret Service protective detail spotted a rifle barrel protruding through the golf course fence line. The agent fired in the direction of the suspect, who sped away and was arrested in a neighboring county. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Routh pleaded not guilty to all federal charges. Routh did not fire any rounds and did not have Trump in his line of sight, officials previously said.
Prosecutors have said that Routh outlined of his plans to kill Trump in a handwritten note months before his arrest. Routh's note referred to his actions as a failed "assassination attempt on Donald Trump" and offered $150,000 for anyone who could "finish the job." That note was in a box that Routh had apparently dropped off at the home of an unidentified witness months before his arrest.


    


The incident came two months after Trump was shot and wounded in the ear in an assassination attempt during a campaign rally in Pennsylvania. The Secret Service has acknowledged failings leading up to that shooting but has said that security worked as it should have to thwart the attempted attack in Florida.
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Trump says he will fire special counsel Jack Smith 'within 2 seconds' if re-elected
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                    FILE - Special counsel Jack Smith speaks to the media about an indictment of former President Donald Trump, Aug. 1, 2023, in Washington. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Former President Donald Trump said Thursday that he will fire special counsel Jack Smith "within two seconds" of taking office if re-elected in November.
Trump was asked during a friendly interview with conservative radio host Hugh Hewitt whether he'd first pardon himself or terminate Smith to remove the legal cloud hanging over him as president. Smith, who was appointed by Attorney General Merrick Garland in 2022, has charged Trump over his efforts to overturn the 2020 election and his mishandling of classified documents.
"It's so easy. I would fire him within two seconds," Trump responded. "He'll be one of the first things addressed."
Trump, who regularly assails Smith and has suggested before that he would fire him if he were president, called Smith a "crooked person."
Trump, if elected, could order the Justice Department to remove Smith, though he would probably not be able to do it on his own since Smith is not a presidential appointee.

    


When he was investigated by a different special counsel as president, Trump urged his then-White House counsel, Don McGahn, to press the Justice Department to terminate Robert Mueller. McGahn refused.




Smith has brought two federal cases against Trump. One, accusing him of illegally retaining classified documents at his Mar-a-Lago estate in Florida, was dismissed in July, a decision that Smith is appealing. The other, charging him with plotting to overturn the 2020 presidential election, has been delayed by a Supreme Court opinion conferring broad immunity for official acts made while president.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
After Trump said he would fire Smith, Hewitt raised the possibility that Congress could impeach Trump over that move. Trump said he did not believe that would happen.
"I don't think they'll impeach me if I fire Jack Smith," Trump said. "Jack Smith is a scoundrel."
Democrat Kamala Harris' campaign has sought to use revelations from Smith's investigations into Trump against the Republican candidate. They released an ad earlier this month that featured video from the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol and headlines from Smith's investigation.

    


"He knew what he was doing," the ad shows on screen.
While Trump criticized Smith, he praised U.S. District Judge Aileen Cannon, the Trump appointee who dismissed the classified documents case against the former president in July.

"We had a brave, brilliant judge in Florida," Trump said. "She's a brilliant judge, by the way. I don't know her. I never spoke to her. Never spoke to her. But we had a brave and very brilliant judge."
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Middle East latest: Blinken in Doha to discuss Gaza cease-fire with Qatari officials
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken announced on Thursday Washington would be providing a further $135 million in aid to the Palestinians. Speaking to reporters during a visit to Doha as part of his tour of the Middle East, Blinken stressed it was critical that aid enters Gaza.
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            Qatari Ministry of Foreign Affairs Chief of Protocol Ibrahim Fakhroo welcomes U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, right, as he arrives in Doha, Qatar, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (Nathan Howard/Pool Photo via AP)
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, meets with Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani in Doha, Qatar, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (Nathan Howard/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani waits to receive U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, in Doha, Qatar, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (Nathan Howard/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Damaged furnitures left on destroyed apartments that were hit by Israeli airstrikes, in Tyre, south Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            FILE - United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres speaks at the Rafah border crossing between Egypt and the Gaza Strip, after visiting it, on Saturday, March 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil, File)
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            Smoke rises from an Israeli airstrike on Mansouri village, as it seen from the southern city of Tyre, south Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Damaged furnitures left on destroyed apartments that were hit by Israeli airstrikes, in Tyre, south Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            FILE - Prime Minister of Israel Benjamin Netanyahu addresses the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Friday, Sept. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith, File)
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            FILE - United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres speaks at the Rafah border crossing between Egypt and the Gaza Strip, after visiting it, on Saturday, March 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil, File)
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            Smoke rises from an Israeli airstrike on Mansouri village, as it seen from the southern city of Tyre, south Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 10

                                    
                                    Jewish revelers dance in a circle during the holiday of Simchat Torah, on the first anniversary on the Jewish calendar of the day Hamas militants attacked Israel, in Jerusalem, Thursday Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken was in Doha on Thursday to meet with Qatari officials who have been key mediators for Hamas, as the U.S. struggles to break the logjam of cease-fire negotiations between Israel and the militant group.
Blinken is on his 11th trip to the Middle East since the start of the Israel-Hamas war.
In Gaza, Palestinian officials said an Israeli strike on a school where displaced people were sheltering killed at least 17 people on Thursday, mostly women and children.
An additional 42 people were wounded in the strike in the built-up Nuseirat refugee camp, according to the Awda Hospital, which received the casualties. Among the dead were seven children as young as 11 months, as well as three women. The Israeli military said it targeted Hamas militants inside the school, without providing evidence. 
The Israel-Hamas war began after Hamas-led militants on Oct. 7, 2023, blew holes in Israel's security fence and stormed in, killing some 1,200 people -- mostly civilians -- and abducting 250 others. Israel's offensive in Gaza has killed over 42,000 Palestinians, according to local health authorities, who do not differentiate between militants and civilians. 

    


Israel is also fighting Hezbollah in Lebanon. Lebanon's health ministry says the total toll over the past year is over 2,500 killed and 12,000 wounded. The fighting in Lebanon has driven 1.2 million people from their homes, including more than 400,000 children, according to the United Nations children's agency.




Over the past several weeks, Israeli strikes have killed much of Hezbollah's top leadership.
Here's the latest:

    


Doctors of the World aid group calls for end to hostilities 
PARIS -- Jean-Francois Corty, vice president of Paris-based aid group Doctors of the World, said Thursday that "Gaza is dying" and called for an immediate cessation of hostilities.
Speaking at an international conference for Lebanon in Paris, Corty welcomed the mobilization of aid for Lebanon but lamented the lack of concrete efforts to pressure the warring parties to stop the fighting in Lebanon and Gaza.
"There was no mention of any potential constraints on the parties involved in the conflict, particularly the Israeli government," he said.
"I also reminded them that whilst we are mobilizing for Lebanon, Gaza is dying today. Thousands of people are being eliminated ... in the north of Gaza, and it seems that the international community no longer considers the Gazans to be our fellow human beings," he added.
Head of Mossad will go to Qatar for cease-fire talks
RAMALLAH, West Bank -- Israel's government says it will be sending the head of its Mossad spy agency to Qatar on Sunday to partake in a new round of in-person talks about a potential cease-fire and the release of hostages held by Hamas.
The Israeli prime minister's office said Thursday that its spy chief, David Barnea, would leave Sunday for talks in Doha, the capital of Qatar, with the head of the CIA, Bill Burns, and the prime minister of Qatar.
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said earlier Thursday that he expected the revival of cease-fire talks between Israel and Hamas "in the coming days." Hamas has not publicly confirmed whether it will be sending a delegation to Doha. Many of the militant leaders are based in the Gulf Arab emirate.
Washington and Qatar have been key mediators in the long-stalled negotiations. Neither Hamas nor Israel have shown any sign of softening their demands since negotiations sputtered to a halt over the summer.

    


19 killed in 24 hours in Lebanon, health officials say
BEIRUT -- Lebanon's health ministry said Thursday that 19 people were killed and 118 wounded in the past 24 hours, raising the total toll over the past year of conflict between Israel and Hezbollah to 2,593 killed and 12,119 wounded.
Lebanon's crisis response unit recorded 111 airstrikes and shelling incidents in the past day, mostly concentrated in southern Lebanon and the Nabatiyeh province.
An Israeli airstrike in the Bekaa Valley killed five people and wounded several others on a Hillaniyeh town in Baalbeck, Lebanon's state media said.
Some 1,096 centers are sheltering 191,692 people, including 44,319 families, displaced by the Israeli offensive in Lebanon, the health ministry report said. Among these shelters, 928 have reached full capacity. 

    


Despite a major border crossing between Lebanon and Syria being out of commission after Israel hit the road several times, crowds have flowed across the border seeking relative safety in Syria. Between Sept. 23 and Oct. 24, Lebanese General Security recorded nearly half a million people crossing into Syria, including 346,529 Syrian and 153,282 Lebanese citizens, the report said.
Blinken announces further $135 million in aid to Palestinians
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken has announced another $135 million in aid to the Palestinians. He said it is critical that aid enters Gaza.
Blinken spoke in Qatar on Thursday on his 11th visit to the region since the outbreak of the war in Gaza. The United States has pressed Israel to allow more aid into the war-ravaged Palestinian territory.

    


At least 1 killed in Israeli airstrikes in Syria
BEIRUT -- At least one person was killed and others wounded in Israeli airstrikes targeting Syria's Damascus and Homs countryside, the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights and Syria's state media reported.
Israeli warplanes targeted a government building near a military fuel station in the Kafr Sousa neighborhood in Damascus, killing one person and injuring three others, according to the Syrian Observatory. The strike also triggered fires in the area.
Citing a military source, the Syrian Arab News Agency (SANA) reported that the Israeli strikes were launched from the direction of the Golan Heights and from the direction of northern Lebanon.
On a road in Al-Qusayr countryside, less than 10 kilometers from the Lebanese-Syrian border, an Israeli airstrike targeted a truck near a military site, killing one soldier and wounding four others, the Syrian Observatory said.
SANA reported that one soldier was killed and seven others were injured, though it did not specify which strike caused the casualties.
Israel has conducted strikes on Iranian-linked targets in Syria for years but has intensified these attacks following the October 7 Hamas attack on Israel last year. 
Lebanon's caretaker prime minister calls for immediate cease-fire
BEIRUT -- Lebanon's caretaker prime minister is calling for an immediate cease-fire, the full implementation of the U.N. resolution that ended the last Israel-Hezbollah war and the deployment of 8,000 Lebanese troops to a buffer zone along the border with Israel.
Najib Mikati spoke Thursday at a conference in Paris in support of Lebanon.
The Lebanese army has largely kept to the sidelines in the latest conflict between Israel and Hezbollah. It says Israeli forces have targeted its soldiers on eight occasions, killing and wounding several. Israel apologized for a deadly strike on Sunday.
U.N. Security Council Resolution 1701, which ended the 2006 war, called for Hezbollah and Israeli forces to withdraw from areas south of Lebanon's Litani River and for the area to be controlled by the Lebanese army and U.N. peacekeepers.
Israel says the resolution was never implemented and that Hezbollah built up military infrastructure all the way to the border. Lebanon has accused Israel of ignoring other provisions, including by violating its airspace.
The Lebanese army has around 80,000 forces, with around 5,000 deployed in the south.
Representing the Lebanese Army at the Paris conference, Brig. Gen. Youssef Haddad said that Lebanon is working on recruiting 1,500 additional soldiers to help implement the U.N. resolution, the state-run National News Agency reported.
Hezbollah boasts tens of thousands of fighters. Lebanon's military is not strong enough to impose its will on the militant group or to resist Israel's ground invasion.
Hospital director in Gaza warns of 'catastrophic' shortage of medical supplies
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip -- The director of a hospital in the northern Gaza Strip says it is facing a "catastrophic" shortage of basic supplies and that ambulances can no longer service the facility.
Israel has been carrying out a major offensive in northern Gaza for more than two weeks. Hundreds of people have been killed and tens of thousands have fled their homes. The military says it is battling Hamas fighters who regrouped in the north, which was one of the first targets of the ground offensive at the start of the war.
Dr. Hossam Abu Safiyeh, the director of the Kamal Adwan Hospital, said in a video message released Thursday that some 150 wounded people are being treated there, including 14 children in intensive care or the neonatal department.
"There is a very large number of wounded people, and we lose at least one person every hour because of the lack of medical supplies and medical staff," he said.
"Our ambulances can't transfer wounded people," he said. "Those who can arrive by themselves to the hospital receive care, but those who don't just die in the streets."
The Israeli military did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Footage shared with The Associated Press shows medical staff tending to premature babies and several older children in hospital beds, some with severe burns. One child is seen attached to a breathing machine, with bandages on her face and flies hovering over her.
"We are providing the bare minimum to patients. Everyone is paying the price of what is happening now in northern Gaza," Abu Safiyeh said.
Kamal Adwan is one of three hospitals in the north left largely inaccessible because of the fighting. The war has gutted the health system across Gaza, with only 16 of 39 hospitals even partially functioning, according to the World Health Organization.
French President Macron pledges 100 million euros in aid to support Lebanon
PARIS -- France pledged to provide a 100-million euro ($108-million) package to support Lebanon at an international conference Thursday, as President Emmanuel Macron said "massive aid" is needed to support the country where war between Hezbollah militants and Israel has displaced a million people, killed over 2,500 and deepened an economic crisis.
"In the immediate term, massive aid is needed for the Lebanese population, both for the hundreds of thousands of people displaced by the war and for the communities hosting them," Macron said in his opening speech at the conference.
French organizers hope participants' financial pledges of humanitarian aid will meet the $426 million the United Nations says is urgently needed.
Italy this week announced new aid of 10 million euros ($10.8 million) and Germany on Wednesday pledged an additional 60 million euros ($64.7 million) for people in Lebanon.
An Israeli strike kills 3 members of Lebanon's military, including an officer
BEIRUT -- The Lebanese military says an Israeli strike killed three of its troops, including an officer, as they were evacuating wounded people in southern Lebanon.
In a Thursday post on X, it said the strike hit the outskirts of the southern town of Yater. The army says Israeli forces have targeted it on eight occasions since all-out war broke out between Israel and Hezbollah in September.
The Israeli military said Thursday it was looking into whether "a number of soldiers of the Lebanese army were accidentally harmed" after it targeted what it says was Hezbollah infrastructure.
The military said in a statement that it does not deliberately target Lebanese troops.
It earlier apologized for a strike on Sunday that killed three Lebanese soldiers, saying it had targeted a vehicle in an area where Hezbollah had recently launched attacks without realizing it belonged to the army.

Lebanon's armed forces have largely kept to the sidelines in the latest conflict. The army is not powerful enough to impose its will on Hezbollah or to resist Israel's ground invasion.
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Canada to reduce immigration targets as Trudeau acknowledges his policy failed
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                    Prime Minister Justin Trudeau rises to respond to questions from the opposition during Question Period in Ottawa, Ontario, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Adrian Wyld/The Canadian Press via AP)
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                                        TORONTO (AP) -- Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said Thursday that the country will significantly reduce the number of new immigrants it allows into the country after acknowledging that his government failed to get the balance right coming out of the pandemic. 
Trudeau's Liberal government was criticized for its plan to allow 500,000 new permanent residents into the country in each of the next two years. On Thursday, he said next year's target will now be 395,000 new permanent residents and that the figure will drop to 380,000 in 2026 and 365,000 in 2027. 
"In the tumultuous times as we emerged from the pandemic, between addressing labor needs and maintaining population growth, we didn't get the balance right," Trudeau said. 
"Immigration is essential for Canada's future, but it must be controlled and it must be sustainable."
Trudeau, who is facing calls from within his own party not to seek a fourth term, has endured mounting criticism over his immigration policies and the negative impact that population growth has had on housing affordability.

    


He said his government will reduce the number of immigrants Canada brings in over the next three years, and that this will freeze population growth over the next two years. Canada reached 41 million people in April. The population was 37.5 million in 2019.




Trudeau said Canada needs to stabilize its population growth to allow all levels of government to make necessary changes to health care, housing and social services so that it can accommodate more people in the future. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Immigration Minister Marc Miller said the lower immigration numbers will help with the country's housing shortage. 
He also acknowledged the change in public opinion about immigration. 
"That volume that we have put forward is of concern," Miller said. 
Miller said the government sees the pressures facing Canadians, and that it must must adapt its policies accordingly. He said government leaders have listened and will continue to protect the integrity of the immigration system and grow Canada's population responsibly.

    


"We are an open country, but not everyone can come to this country," he said, noting that Canada will continue to welcome outsiders and that the government's immigration targets remain ambitious.
Trudeau's government has long touted Canada's immigration policy and how Canada is better than peer countries in welcoming newcomers and integrating them into the economy. 
Pierre Poilievre, the leader of the opposition Conservative Party, accused Trudeau of destroying the national consensus on immigration.
"He has destroyed our immigration system through his own personal incompetence and destroyed 150 years of common sense consensus with the Liberals and Conservatives on that subject," Poilievre said. 
"He cannot fix what he broke on immigration and housing or anything else because he is busy fighting his own caucus," he added.
Poilievre was referring to calls by some lawmakers from Trudeau's own party to not run for a fourth term. Those calls represent one of the biggest tests of Trudeau's political career, but he said Thursday that he intends to stay on through the next election.

    


Nelson Wiseman, professor emeritus of political science at the University of Toronto, said the Trudeau government messed up badly on immigration. 
"The government's logic -- to grow the economy and sustain an aging Canadian population by bringing in more young immigrants -- was sound. But Ottawa has little control over meeting the housing, health, education, and other welfare needs of residents, whether they are citizens or immigrants," Wiseman said. 
"These are all provincial government responsibilities, and there was little cooperation or coordination between the two levels of government," he said.
A certain percentage of Canadians have always been xenophobic, but much less so than in some other countries, Wiseman said.

"Many Canadians have turned against the recent growing immigrant and temporary worker/student influx because of the growing housing, health, education, and other welfare challenges. Ottawa has read the polls and is responding according," he said. 
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In the fight for control of the House, Democrats home in on a district in central New York
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            FILE - Rep. Brandon Williams, R-N.Y., speaks during a session at the COP28 U.N. Climate Summit, Dec. 9, 2023, in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. Williams is the Republican candidate in New York's 22nd Congressional District. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)
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            New York State Senator John Mannion, Democratic candidate for New York's 22nd congressional district, meets with representatives and members of the United Steelworkers in Geddes, N.Y. Thursday. Oct. 24. 2024. (AP Photo/Craig Ruttle)
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            From left, Cary Eldridge, United Steelworkers (USW) Sub District Director, Syracuse office, and Jack Vanderbaan USW Staff, Syracuse, listen as New York State Senator John Mannion, Democratic candidate for New York's 22nd congressional district, meets with representatives and members of the United Steelworkers in Geddes, N.Y. Thursday. Oct. 24. 2024. (AP Photo/Craig Ruttle)
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            From left, Cary Eldridge, United Steelworkers (USW) Sub District Director, Syracuse office, and Jack Vanderbaan USW Staff, Syracuse, listen as New York State Senator John Mannion, Democratic candidate for New York's 22nd congressional district, meets with representatives and members of the United Steelworkers in Geddes, N.Y. Thursday. Oct. 24. 2024. (AP Photo/Craig Ruttle)
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                                        SYRACUSE, N.Y. (AP) -- In the two years since U.S. Rep. Brandon Williams won election by just one percentage point in central New York, the state's Democratic leaders have done what they could to make him the most endangered Republican in Congress.
The legislature changed the boundaries of his district, taking out rural areas that strongly favored Donald Trump and adding the college town of Cortland, resulting in a new territory where voters favored Joe Biden by 11 points in the 2020 presidential election.
The seat, which includes the city of Syracuse, is now seen as a vital pickup opportunity for Democrats as they seek to control the House in November. While national attention has been focused on districts closer to New York City as holding the key to the balance of power in Congress, the Democratic Party has dedicated significant resources to this central New York race, sensing one of its best chances this fall.

    


John Mannion, the Democratic state senator trying to beat Williams, will tell you he's no shoo-in.
Syracuse, he notes, has been represented by Republicans in Congress for about a decade now and has a Republican county executive. Voters in the district narrowly favored a Republican candidate for governor just two years ago.




"We have a conservatism around us and sometimes that is reflected in our voting, so our independents really do shift conservative in many ways," Mannion said in an interview. "We're just a down-the-middle district."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In Mannion, a former school teacher and two-term state senator who is known as a moderate in Albany, Democrats have a candidate they're betting can appeal to swing voters. He has substantial support from labor unions, opposes abortion restrictions and has staked out a centrist position on changes to the state's bail laws. 
Williams, meanwhile, has sought to frame Mannion as a liberal masquerading as a centrist.

    


"He has all of the credentials of the far left, but he's going to pretend to be a Republican here for a couple of weeks, and with a wink and a nod and hoping that the Democrat base either forgives him or doesn't notice," Williams said.
Williams, who grew up in Texas, served as a U.S. Navy submarine officer, then was a tech entrepreneur before starting a truffle farm in central New York, has spent much of the campaign trying to recapture the dynamic that helped him win a close race in 2022.
That year, Republican candidates in New York outperformed their national colleagues by capitalizing on a public backlash against changes in the state's bail laws. The changes restricted the practice of requiring many people accused of nonviolent crimes to pay money in order to get released from jail while they await trial.
Mannion was not in office when those bail changes passed, but he did back legislation that subsequently gave judges more discretion on whether to jail a person before trial, a change many progressives resisted but that moderates argued was necessary.
The race between Mannion and Williams started off mostly cordial but has become increasingly caustic in the final stretch.

    


A Republican super PAC has aired ads centering on allegations from an anonymous complaint published online this summer accusing Mannion of verbally abusing his state Senate staff. Mannion's campaign has dismissed the allegations as a political smear and said an independent Senate investigation cleared him of wrongdoing. The authors of the anonymous complaint have not responded to requests for comment left at an email address in their online post.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Mannion's campaign put out an ad that shows a video of Williams yelling at one of his own former staffers at a holiday party last year. The video was widely circulated in political media around the time it was shot and shows Williams pointing in a man's face, telling him "I'll end every relationship you have." Williams later said in an interview that he was angry because the former aide had threatened to publicly reveal that his adult daughter had a presence on a website where people pay to view sexually explicit content.

    


Perhaps Democrats' biggest reason for optimism is the degree to which the district rejected Trump. In 2020, Biden beat Trump in an old version of the district by about 7 points. Now, under the district's new boundaries, Biden's margin of victory would be in double digits. 
In 2022, with Trump not on the ballot, Williams had a very tight race but ultimately defeated Democrat Francis Conole, a U.S. Navy Reserve captain, by about 2,600 votes to win the seat.
Republicans can also point to positive past election results. The district backed Republican Lee Zeldin, a former congressman, when he was running for governor of New York in 2022.
"Every election here is up for grabs," Williams said.
Grant Reeher, a political science professor at Syracuse University, called it a "fundamentally moderate district," even though on paper it looks like it should favor Democrats.

    


"In some ways, you almost have two generic candidates running, one more conservative and one sort of more mainstream. And you've got a district that just seems more built for people who are closer to the center, in either party," Reeher said.

Rahzie Seals, 41, a community organizer in Syracuse who has become a stay-at-home parent since recently adopting a child, said at a campaign event for Mannion in Syracuse that they were "still up in the air" about even voting this year but noted that one thing was clear in the district. 
"A lot of people are excited to vote against Trump," said Seals.
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International Criminal Court reports Mongolia to its oversight body for failing to arrest Putin
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            FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, walks with Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh, left, during a welcoming ceremony at Sukhbaatar Square in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Kristina Kormilitsyna, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin and Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh, left, attend a welcome ceremony in Sukhbaatar Square in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Vyacheslav Prokofyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)
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                                        THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) -- A panel of judges at the International Criminal Court reported Mongolia to the court's oversight organization on Thursday for failing to arrest Russian President Vladimir Putin when he visited the Asian nation last month.
Putin's visit was his first to a member state of the court since it issued an arrest warrant for him last year on war crimes charges, accusing him of personal responsibility for the abductions of children from Ukraine. Russia is not a member of the court and the Kremlin has rejected the charges. 
"States Parties and those accepting the Court's jurisdiction are duty-bound to arrest and surrender individuals subject to ICC warrants, regardless of official position or nationality," the court said in a statement.
Putin is wanted by the court for his alleged personal responsibility for the war crime of unlawful deportation of children and unlawful transfer of children from occupied areas of Ukraine to the Russian Federation.

    


Instead of arresting Putin, Mongolian authorities rolled out the red carpet. The Russian leader was welcomed in the main square of the capital, Ulaanbaatar, by an honor guard dressed in vivid red and blue uniforms styled on those of the personal guard of 13th century ruler Genghis Khan, the founder of the Mongol Empire.




Ahead of the visit, Ukraine had urged Mongolia to hand Putin over to the court in The Hague, and the European Union expressed concern that Mongolia might not execute the warrant.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"In view of the seriousness of Mongolia's failure to cooperate with the Court, the Chamber deemed it necessary to refer the matter to the Assembly of States Parties," the court said, referring to its oversight body that meets in December in The Hague.

What the assembly will now do remains unclear. While Putin was in Mongolia, a court said that the organization that is made up of all 124 of the court's member states can "take any measure it deems appropriate."
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Canada's Trudeau vows lead his Liberal Party into the next election
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                    Canada Prime Minister Justin Trudeau responds to a question during Question Period, in Ottawa, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Adrian Wyld/The Canadian Press via AP)
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                                        TORONTO (AP) -- Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said Thursday that he will lead his Liberal Party into the next election, dismissing a request by some party members to not run for a fourth term.
Trudeau met with his Liberal members of Parliament for three hours Wednesday, where he learned that more than 20 lawmakers from his party signed a letter asking him to step down before the next election. 
Trudeau said there were "robust conversations" ongoing about the best way forward, but "that will happen as me as leader going into the next election."
No Canadian prime minister in more than a century has won four straight terms.
Trudeau's Cabinet ministers have said he has the support of the vast majority of the 153 Liberal Party members of the House of Commons. 
The Liberals recently suffered upsets in special elections for seats representing two districts in Toronto and Montreal that the party has held for years, raising doubts about Trudeau's leadership.

    


The federal election could come anytime between this fall and next October. The Liberals must rely on the support of at least one major party in Parliament, as they don't hold an outright majority themselves.




The leader of the opposition Bloc Quebecois has said his party will work with the Conservatives and the New Democratic Party, of NDP, to bring down the Liberals and force an election if the government doesn't boost pensions.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Nelson Wiseman, professor emeritus at the University of Toronto, said pressure is building on Trudeau but that some of his unhappy lawmakers don't how much power force him out. 
"Trudeau holds all the cards. It is up to him if he wants to stay. The Liberal Party revised its rules in 2016 so that the party leader is immune to any challenge to his leadership so long as he is prime minister," said Nelson Wiseman, professor emeritus at the University of Toronto. 
Trudeau channeled the star power of his father in 2015 when he reasserted the country's liberal identity after almost 10 years of Conservative Party rule. But the son of late Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau is now in trouble. Canadians have been frustrated by the rising cost of living and other issues including the country's emergence from the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Liberals trail the Conservatives by 38% to 25% in the latest Nanos poll. The poll of 1,037 respondents has a margin of sampling error of plus or minus 3.1 percentage points.
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            European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen speaks during a media conference at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)
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            European Commission president Ursula von der Leyen, centre, visits the area which was recently hit by floods and landslides in Jablanica, Bosnia, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Armin Durgut)
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            European Commission president Ursula von der Leyen, centre, visits the area which was recently hit by floods and landslides in Jablanica, Bosnia, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024.(AP Photo/Armin Durgut)
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            European Commission president Ursula von der Leyen shakes hands with an Effort soldier during her visit to the area that was recently hit by floods and landslides, in Jablanica, Bosnia, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024.(AP Photo/Armin Durgut)
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            European Commission president Ursula von der Leyen, centre, visits the area which was recently hit by floods and landslides in Jablanica, Bosnia, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024.(AP Photo/Armin Durgut)
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            A view inside a house covered with mud following flash floods and landslides in Donja Jablanica, Bosnia, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Armin Durgut)
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            A car is seen covered in mud following flash floods and landslides in Donja Jablanica, Bosnia, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Armin Durgut)
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            A view inside a house missing a floor following flash floods and landslides in Donja Jablanica, Bosnia, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Armin Durgut)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 11 | 
            A children's bicycle is seen covered in mud following flash floods and landslides in Donja Jablanica, Bosnia, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Armin Durgut)
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            A mosque is seen submerged in mud following flash floods and landslides in Donja Jablanica, Bosnia, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Armin Durgut)
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            European Commission president Ursula von der Leyen talks to Eufor soldiers during her visit to the area that was recently hit by floods and landslides, in Jablanica, Bosnia, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024.(AP Photo/Armin Durgut)
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            European Commission president Ursula von der Leyen, centre, visits the area which was recently hit by floods and landslides in Jablanica, Bosnia, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Armin Durgut)
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            A view inside a house covered with mud following flash floods and landslides in Donja Jablanica, Bosnia, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Armin Durgut)
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            A view inside a house missing a floor following flash floods and landslides in Donja Jablanica, Bosnia, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Armin Durgut)
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            A children's bicycle is seen covered in mud following flash floods and landslides in Donja Jablanica, Bosnia, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Armin Durgut)
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            A mosque is seen submerged in mud following flash floods and landslides in Donja Jablanica, Bosnia, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Armin Durgut)
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                                        SKOPJE, North Macedonia (AP) -- European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen praised North Macedonia's reform efforts Thursday, but stressed the need for progress on constitutional changes if the country was to make progress with its bid to join the EU. 
North Macedonia's dispute with neighbor and EU member Bulgaria has delayed its EU accession process. The previous center-left government agreed to add a reference to a Bulgarian ethnic minority in the constitution to break the impasse, but lacked the parliamentary majority to enact the change.
Prime Minister Hristijan Mickoski's new conservative government maintains it will only amend the constitution if Bulgaria first approves North Macedonia's EU membership without additional conditions.
"We are almost there, but we know it's about the constitutional change that your country has committed to," von der Leyen told a joint conference with Mickoski in Skopje, while on a six-nation tour of the region.

    


Russia's invasion of Ukraine and fears of broader instability in Europe have added urgency to EU accession bids by Balkan countries seeking entry. 




The EU started membership talks with North Macedonia and Albania in 2022, and the bloc recently pushed ahead with Albania's accession process independently, departing from the previous approach of moving both countries forward together.
Von der Leyen urged cross-party support in North Macedonia for the constitutional amendment. Her regional tour continues with visits to Bosnia Herzegovina, Kosovo, Serbia and Montenegro as the EU seeks to reassure Western Balkan nations of their membership prospects. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Arriving in Bosnia from North Macedonia, von der Leyen went first to Donja Jablanica, a village in central Bosnia that was devastated in recent floods and landslides in the country.
The disaster in early October claimed 27 lives, and the small village was virtually buried in rocks that descended on the village from a quarry located on a hill above.

    


"It was very important for me to see with my own eyes what happened and how the floods have destroyed the region here so let me assure you we stand by your side and Europe is with you," said von der Leyen.
Bosnia has sought EU aid and many countries have sent teams to help through the EU's civil protection mechanism. 

"We will be with you, your friends and partners," said von der Leyen. "You are a candidate country to the European Union, you've seen that the Civil Protection Mechanism was immediately activated and it is heart-warming to see the volunteers but also the servicemen and servicewomen from different nations being here."
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            About 3,000 North Korean troops have been sent to Russia and they are now receiving training on drones and other equipment before being deployed to battlefields in Ukraine, South Korea's spy chief told lawmakers Monday.
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin holds a press conference at BRICS Summit in Kazan, Russia, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (Maxim Shipenkov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            FILE - Soldiers march in a parade for the 70th anniversary of North Korea's founding day in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Sept. 9, 2018. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan, File)
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            FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un smile during their meeting at the Pyongyang Sunan International Airport outside Pyongyang, North Korea, on June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin holds a press conference at BRICS Summit in Kazan, Russia, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (Maxim Shipenkov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            FILE - Soldiers march in a parade for the 70th anniversary of North Korea's founding day in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Sept. 9, 2018. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan, File)
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            FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un smile during their meeting at the Pyongyang Sunan International Airport outside Pyongyang, North Korea, on June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)
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                                        MOSCOW (AP) -- Russian lawmakers on Thursday ratified a pact with North Korea envisioning mutual military assistance, a move that comes as the U.S. confirmed the deployment of 3,000 North Korean troops to Russia.
The lower house of the Russian parliament, the State Duma, voted quickly to endorse the "comprehensive strategic partnership" treaty that Russia's President Vladimir Putin signed with North Korean leader King Jong Un on a visit to Pyongyang in June. The upper house is expected to follow suit soon.
The pact obliges Russia and North Korea to immediately provide military assistance using "all means" if either is attacked. It marked the strongest link between Moscow and Pyongyang since the end of the Cold War.
The U.S. said Wednesday that 3,000 North Korean troops have been deployed to Russia and are training at several locations, calling the move very serious and warning that those forces will be "fair game" if they go into combat in Ukraine.

    


Asked at a news conference during the BRICS summit in Kazan, Russia, whether North Korean troops were inside his country, Putin noted the lawmakers' ratification of the "strategic partnership" with Pyongyang.




"We have never doubted that the North Korean leadership takes our agreements seriously. What and how we will do within the framework of this article (of the agreement) is our business," he said.
Russia and North Korea have previously rejected assertions by the U.S. and its allies that Pyongyang has given Moscow ballistic missiles and millions of artillery shells for use in Ukraine.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Asked in June whether North Korean troops could fight alongside Russian forces in Ukraine under the pact, Putin said there was no need for that but he also announced for the first time that Russia could provide weapons to Pyongyang.

Observers said that in exchange for military support Moscow could share sophisticated weapons technologies with Pyongyang to help improve its ballistic missile and satellite capabilities.
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Elections board deadlocks in dispute over Ohio congresswoman's residency
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                    FILE - Rep.-elect Emilia Sykes, D-Ohio, joins other newly-elected members of the House of Representatives as they arrive at the Capitol for an orientation program in Washington, Nov. 14, 2022. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)
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                                        AKRON, Ohio (AP) -- A county elections board deadlocked Thursday about whether a Democratic member of Congress from Ohio resides in her Akron district, sending the matter before the state's Republican secretary of state to break the tie.
The challenge to the residency of U.S. Rep. Emilia Sykes was launched by a Republican political activist. She faces GOP nominee Kevin Coughlin in the Nov. 5 election, a contest considered among the nation's tightest House races.
Both of the Democrats on the Summit County Board of Elections voted against the challenge while the the two Republicans supported it. The case does not affect Sykes' candidacy and board members seemed to agree that nothing currently stops Sykes from voting for herself in Akron. 
Sykes, a first-term member of Congress, did not attend the meeting but submitted a three-page affidavit. She says she has lived on North Howard Street in Akron for 11 years, her driver's license lists that address, her congressional pay stubs are addressed to her there, she attends church nearby and she usually returns to that property when not in Washington, D.C.

    


The dispute centers around a form filled out earlier this year by her husband, Kevin Boyce, that said she was part of his household in Columbus. He is an elected member of the Franklin County Board of Commissioners in Columbus, which is about 130 miles (209 kilometers) southwest of Akron. 




Boyce in late September told the Summit Board of Elections that Sykes does not, in fact, reside with him in Franklin County. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"There's nothing wrong with that, for spouses to have different residences," her lawyer, Don McTigue, argued to the elections board Thursday. "I hope that we're well past the day when we are going to make assumptions that a woman's residence is where her husband lives, or vice versa."

The Republicans and the Democrats on the board each have two weeks to send a letter about the matter to Secretary of State Frank LaRose, so the dispute almost certainly will not be resolved before the election. As of Thursday morning, Sykes had not cast a ballot, according to the Summit County elections office.
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Congo's president announces plans for a new constitution. Opposition worried about term limit change
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                    FILE - Congo's President Felix Tshisekedi speaks during a press conference at the Elysee Palace in Paris, April 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena, File)
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                                        DAKAR, Senegal (AP) -- Congo's President announced a national commission will be set up next year to draft a new constitution for the central African country, raising concern among the opposition over possible altering of the presidential term limit.
Felix Tshisekedi was reelected in December with results questioned by the opposition and has spent much of his time in office trying to gain legitimacy after a disputed 2018 election while struggling to put an end to the armed conflict in the country's east to the disgruntlement of many.
"Our constitution is not good," Tshisekedi said Wednesday during an official visit to Kisangani, the capital of Tshopo Province in the country's northeast. "It was drafted abroad and by foreigners," he added, referring to the 2003 peace agreement signed in South Africa that put an end to a deadly civil war and set up a government of national unity.

    


Congo's current constitution was drafted in the country and adopted by referendum in 2006. It is the country's sixth constitution since gaining independence from Belgium in 1960.
Tshisekedi has criticized the current constitution several times in recent months, saying it was "outdated." Opposition groups have expressed worry that the president may change the two five-year presidential terms to remain in power. 




On Wednesday, Tshisekedi slammed what he said was the slow decision-making process -- it often takes months after elections before a government is formed -- and the tensions between governors and the provincial assemblies as reasons to draft a new constitution. He also said that changing the presidential term limit was up to the people to decide, not the president. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
He didn't share details on how the members of the commission would be chosen. 
One of the main opposition parties, Together for the Republic, condemned Tshisekedi's announcement.
"It is false to claim that a constitution voted on in a referendum by the Congolese, after debate in the transitional parliament, is a constitution written by foreigners," Herve Diakiese, the party's spokesperson posted on social platform X. "This regime seeks false solutions to real problems," he added.

    


Fred Bauma, a human rights activist and leader of the social justice organization The Struggle for Change, said Tshisekedi had sworn to observe and defend the constitution during his inauguration earlier this year.
"Today he poses as the first detractor of the constitution, and this after having violated it several times," he wrote on X.

Experts say Tshisekedi has the power to call to change the constitution but it will have to be approved by 60% of the parliament or pass by referendum with over 50%. 
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            FILE - Opposition leader Maria Corina Machado takes a selfie with opposition presidential candidate Edmundo Gonzalez, right, during a protest against official election results declaring President Nicolas Maduro the winner in Caracas, Venezuela, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Cristian Hernandez, File)
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            FILE - Opposition presidential hopeful Maria Corina Machado gives a press conference at her campaign headquarters in Caracas, Venezuela, Dec. 15, 2023. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix, File)
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            A demonstrator holds a sign that reads in Spanish "Together against torture" outside the Penitentiary Service headquarters during a protest by people with detained relatives who they call political prisoners in Caracas, Venezuela, Friday, Oct. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)
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            Venezuelan opposition leader Edmundo Gonzalez waves to supporters at Puerta del Sol in downtown Madrid, Spain, on Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- Venezuelan opposition leaders Maria Corina Machado and Edmundo Gonzalez Urrutia have won the European Union's top human rights honor, the Sakharov Prize, European Parliament President Roberta Metsola announced Thursday.
Machado was set to run as the democratic opposition candidate against the incumbent president, Nicolas Maduro, in Venezuela's contested 2024 election, but she was disqualified by the government, so Gonzalez took her place. He had never run for office before the presidential election.
The lead-up to the poll saw widespread repression, including disqualifications, arrests, and human rights violations. Machado went into hiding, fearing for her life. A Venezuelan court issued an arrest warrant for Gonzalez, who moved to Spain and was granted asylum.
"In their quest for a fair, free and peaceful transition of power, they have fearlessly upheld values that millions of Venezuelans and the European Parliament hold so dear: justice, democracy and the rule of law," Metsola told EU lawmakers.

    


"This parliament stands with the people of Venezeula and with Maria and Edmundo in their struggle for the democratic future of their country," she said, adding: "We are confident that Venezeula and democracy will ultimately prevail."




Machado's group maintains that it has evidence that Gonzalez won the July 28 presidential election by a wide margin, despite Maduro's claim to have won.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Maduro's victory was contested by independent observers, including the United Nations. In a resolution last month, the EU parliament recognized Gonzalez as Venezuela's legitimate president.
In a post on X, Gonzalez said that he was "honored and grateful" for the award.
He thanked Machado, describing her as "an exceptional person who, with all her political talent, her absolute dedication and her indomitable spirit, paved the way that we are currently following, keeping the flame of freedom alive in our country."

    


Gonzalez also expressed his "gratitude, pride and admiration for my Venezuelan compatriots, who with the utmost civility, courage and determination have for years confronted, and continue to confront, a regime that systematically violates human rights."
But he warned that "the struggle is not over. The regime persists in blocking political change, committing more and more human rights violations and crimes against humanity," and he urged supporters of democracy everywhere to help "enforce the sovereign mandate of the Venezuelan people."
The EU award, named after Soviet dissident Nobel Peace Prize laureate Andrei Sakharov, was created in 1988 to honor individuals or groups who defend human rights and basic freedoms.
The winner is chosen by senior EU lawmakers from among candidates nominated by the European Parliament's various political groups. The assembly says the award is "the highest tribute paid by the European Union to human rights work."
Two Middle East grassroots groups - Women Wage Peace and Women of the Sun - were on the shortlist for their efforts to bridge the divide between Israelis and Palestinians, as was Azerbaijan academic and anti-corruption activist Gubad Ibadoghlu.
Several laureates, including Nelson Mandela, Malala Yousafzai, Denis Mukwege and Nadia Murad, went on to win the Nobel Peace Prize.

The annual award, with its 50,000-euro ($54,000) endowment, will be presented in a ceremony at the European Parliament in Strasbourg, France, in mid-December.
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Federal agents search Ohio home of prominent affordable housing developer
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                                        CLEVELAND (AP) -- Federal agents searched the Ohio home of a prominent real estate developer who owns affordable housing properties and senior living centers across 26 states.
Agents with the Department of Housing and Urban Development and the Department of Agriculture descended Wednesday on the Cleveland-area home of Millennia Companies owner Frank Sinito.
The raid comes months after HUD barred Millennia Companies from receiving any new federal contracts with the department for five years. The move followed a HUD inspector general investigation that found $4.9 million in missing or misappropriated money from 19 Millennia properties that were insured or subsidized by HUD.

Sinito's attorney, Marisa Darden, confirmed in a statement that federal agents were at Sinito's home and said he and the company were cooperating with the investigation.

    


"It is important to remember that an investigation is just that," Darden said. "There have been no arrests and no charges filed."
A spokesperson for the U.S. Attorney's Office declined to comment.
Millennia Companies owns roughly 280 apartment developments along with several large office and apartment buildings in Cleveland.
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A lawmaker from the far-right Freedom Party is elected as speaker of Austria's parliament

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


    

    
        
            
                    Opposition candidate Walter Rosenkranz of the far-right Freedom casts his vote for the Austrian Presidential election in Krems an der Donau, Austria, Oct. 9, 2022. (AP Photo/Theresa Wey)
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                                        VIENNA (AP) -- A lawmaker from the far-right Freedom Party was elected Thursday as the new speaker of Austria's parliament, weeks after the party won a national election for the first time.
Walter Rosenkranz becomes the first member of the Freedom Party to be elected as speaker, one of the country's highest-ranking positions in protocol terms. It has traditionally been taken by the strongest party.
Rosenkranz, a lawyer and former leader of his party's parliamentary group who most recently served as a member of the Austrian Ombudsman Board, won the support of 100 of the 183 lawmakers in the new parliament's inaugural session. No other party fielded a candidate but dozens of votes went to other lawmakers.
While a majority of lawmakers stuck to tradition in making the 62-year-old Rosenkranz speaker, the Freedom Party isn't likely to be part of the next government.

    


On Tuesday, President Alexander Van der Bellen dispensed with a tradition of giving the first-placed party's leader the task of forming a new administration after the Sept. 29 parliamentary election produced a stalemate. Instead, he asked incumbent Chancellor Karl Nehammer to do so.




Whoever leads the next government will need to build a coalition to have a parliamentary majority. 
But Nehammer's conservative Austrian People's Party has said it wouldn't work with the Freedom Party under its leader, Herbert Kickl. The other three parties in the new parliament said they wouldn't work with the Freedom Party at all. And Kickl said the Freedom Party would only go into government with him as chancellor.


    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Nehammer says he will try to form a three-party coalition with the center-left Social Democrats and one of two smaller parties, the liberal Neos or the environmentalist Greens. 
Rosenkranz was the Freedom Party's candidate in the 2022 presidential election, finishing a distant second behind Van der Bellen.
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Israel and UN are maneuvering fraught but fundamental ties during Middle East wars
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            FILE - United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres speaks during a Security Council meeting at United Nations headquarters, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)
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            FILE - Prime Minister of Israel Benjamin Netanyahu addresses the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Friday, Sept. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith, File)
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            FILE - United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres speaks at the Rafah border crossing between Egypt and the Gaza Strip, after visiting it, on Saturday, March 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil, File)
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            FILE - Israel's Ambassador to the United Nations Danny Danon speaks during a Security Council meeting at United Nations headquarters, Friday, Sep. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura, File)
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            FILE - Palestinian Prime Minister Mohammad Mustafa speaks during a Security Council meeting at United Nations headquarters, Friday, Sep. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 6 | 
            FILE - Palestinian children who fled with their parents from their houses in the Palestinian refugee camp of Ein el-Hilweh, gather in the backyard of an UNRWA school, in Sidon, Lebanon, Sept. 12, 2023. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari, File)
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        Israel and UN are maneuvering fraught but fundamental ties during Middle East wars
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            FILE - United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres speaks during a Security Council meeting at United Nations headquarters, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)
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            FILE - Prime Minister of Israel Benjamin Netanyahu addresses the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Friday, Sept. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith, File)
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            FILE - United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres speaks at the Rafah border crossing between Egypt and the Gaza Strip, after visiting it, on Saturday, March 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil, File)
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            FILE - Israel's Ambassador to the United Nations Danny Danon speaks during a Security Council meeting at United Nations headquarters, Friday, Sep. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura, File)
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            FILE - Palestinian Prime Minister Mohammad Mustafa speaks during a Security Council meeting at United Nations headquarters, Friday, Sep. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura, File)
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            FILE - Palestinian children who fled with their parents from their houses in the Palestinian refugee camp of Ein el-Hilweh, gather in the backyard of an UNRWA school, in Sidon, Lebanon, Sept. 12, 2023. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari, File)
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                                        GENEVA (AP) -- A year ago, U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres condemned Hamas' Oct. 7 attacks in Israel but said in remarks to the Security Council that they " did not happen in a vacuum." That phrase was immediately denounced by Israel and still looms over U.N. activities in the Middle East.
Outraged Israeli officials and civilians accused the U.N. chief of trying to justify the horrors that day, in which some 1,200 people were killed and about 250 taken hostage.
Palestinian leaders praised Guterres for voicing a defense of human rights and recognizing the troubles that Palestinians have faced in over a half-century of occupation. 
While Israel's poor relations with the world body date back decades before Guterres was in charge -- with Israeli leaders long accusing the U.N. of anti-Israel bias -- the secretary-general's Oct. 24, 2023, comment set a tone for ties between the two during the conflict.

    


Those relations are at a low ebb -- many say the lowest ever. 
Here's a look at the fraught, but in many ways fundamental, relationship between the U.N. and Israel and its implications for people in Gaza, the West Bank and Lebanon:




Why are Israel-U.N. relations so bad?
The longtime strains in Israel's relationship with the 193-nation U.N. have worsened in recent months.
On Oct. 2, Israel's Foreign Minister Israel Katz deemed Guterres "persona non grata" -- not welcome -- in the country. 
He tweeted that the U.N. chief had not "unequivocally" condemned an Iranian attack on Israel the night before and claimed Guterres was giving backing to militant groups in region, which would be "remembered as a stain on the history of the U.N."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Israel also has stepped up its effort to get rid of the U.N. agency helping millions of Palestinian refugees, known as UNRWA. Two bills approved by an Israeli parliamentary committee this month to ban its operations in Israeli territory are awaiting final approval from the Knesset, its parliament. 

    


The head of UNRWA says the adoption could cause the agency to collapse and leave hundreds of thousands of people in need. 
Israel alleges that some of the thousands of employees of UNRWA, the top aid provider in Gaza, participated in the Oct. 7 attacks. More than a dozen staffers were subsequently fired following an internal probe.
In Lebanon, where an Israeli offensive is underway, Israeli forces have repeatedly fired on U.N. peacekeepers monitoring a 2006 Hezbollah-Israeli cease-fire near southern border with Israel.
Israel says Hezbollah has built up military infrastructure next to U.N. positions and that the peacekeepers are essentially serving as human shields by refusing Israeli demands to evacuate.
Over the summer, the U.N.'s top court issued a nonbinding opinion saying Israel's presence in the occupied Palestinian territories was unlawful and called for it to end, prompting Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to retort that the areas were part of the historic homeland of the Jewish people. 
And Netanyahu attacked the world body in a speech to the U.N. General Assembly last month, saying that until Israel "is treated like other nations, until this antisemitic swamp is drained, the U.N. will be viewed by fair-minded people everywhere as nothing more than a contemptuous farce."

    


In May, the General Assembly overwhelmingly passed a resolution granting the non-member observer state of Palestine new rights and calling on the Security Council to reconsider its request for full U.N. membership.
Israel's retaliatory offensive has killed more than 42,000 Palestinians in Gaza and wounded tens of thousands, according to local health authorities, who don't say how many were combatants but say more than half were women and children. It has caused major devastation and displaced around 90% of Gaza's population of 2.3 million.
The United Nations says the war in Gaza has caused more deaths of U.N. personnel in a single conflict that any other since the world body's founding after World War II in 1945.

    


Where has the U.N. been effective during the conflict?
Despite the ill-feeling and sour relations, U.N. aid agencies have had a few pockets of success.
UNICEF says its cash distribution programs have helped offset the economic fallout from soaring unemployment and spiking prices when food and other aid doesn't get through. Its trucks ferry in water, and its teams help rebuild desalination plants. It has brought in 1.2 million polio vaccine doses.
The World Health Organization has used "humanitarian pauses" in the fighting to carry out a polio vaccination campaign for kids in Gaza. However, it was unable to start vaccinating children in northern Gaza on Wednesday because of fighting and insecurity. 
Despite a repeated lack of access, WHO has provided water, sanitation and hygiene services to nearly 2 million people.
Despite intense pressure from Israel, UNRWA remains essential, with its network of drivers, loaders, warehouse staff, shelter personnel, trash collectors, water-well maintenance teams and more. Since Oct. 7, 2023, it has provided nearly 6 million medical consultations in Gaza -- roughly equal on average to three per person.

    


"UNRWA's the backbone," and without it, "the whole thing falls apart," UNICEF spokesman James Elder said. "Particularly, as UNRWA has been more restricted, everyone has had to step up. But everyone's had to step up knowing full well they can't step into those shoes."
In Lebanon, the U.N.'s World Food Program said it was well-prepared before the conflict between Hezbollah and Israel intensified and is delivering hot meals, ready-to-eat rations, food parcels and cash assistance to more than 200,000 people in shelters.
Where has the U.N. faced challenges?
The list of hurdles faced by the U.N. to ease the fallout is much longer. Guterres and the heads of every U.N. agency say what's needed most is a cease-fire.
The United Nations has been shut out of cease-fire talks, and its efforts to provide desperately needed food and other aid have faced numerous obstacles.
Even if convoys cross the border into Gaza, getting help to people has become exceedingly difficult. U.N. officials point to many problems: fighting, numerous Israeli evacuation orders, lawlessness and stripping of aid convoys, Israeli delays of preapproved deliveries, and lack of security for drivers and humanitarian staff.
At a U.N. Security Council meeting last week, Israel's U.N. Ambassador Danny Danon pointed to Hamas for the lack of humanitarian aid in Gaza.
"The terrorist organization steals, stores and sells the aid that enters the Gaza Strip and uses it to feed its terrorist machine and not to feed the Gazans." He said defeating and disarming Hamas is "the only way to improve the humanitarian situation in Gaza."
The latest report from international experts said the threat of famine looms over Gaza and around 86% of Gaza's population are experiencing crisis levels of hunger. 
The United States, Israel's closest ally, has given the government 30 days to expand humanitarian deliveries to 350 trucks every day or face the threat of cuts in weapons funding.
U.N. teams bemoan a lack of access to aid: Medicines, food, fuel and other needed items, as well as Israel's limitations on the number and duration of visas for some U.N. staff. 
Just over 5,100 people have been evacuated from Gaza for health reasons, and more than three times that many still await urgent medical evacuations, WHO said. Israel's closing of the Rafah border with Egypt has been one obstacle to getting sick and wounded Palestinians out of Gaza.
Dr. Hanan Balkhy, head of the WHO eastern Mediterranean region, which covers Lebanon and Palestinian areas but not Israel, said her staff faced "major problems" accessing some areas, like beleaguered northern Gaza.

WFP is among the many agencies that say they need more financial support: It's appealing for $116 million to help up to 1 million people through year-end -- if ports and supply lines can remain open.
___
Lederer reported from the United Nations.
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Jailed former Malaysian leader apologizes for fund embezzlement scandal, reiterates his innocence
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                    FILE - Former Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak, center, speaks to supporters outside at Court of Appeal in Putrajaya, Malaysia Aug. 23, 2022. (AP Photo, File)
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                                        KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia (AP) -- Imprisoned former Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak issued a rare apology Thursday over the looting of a state investment fund worth billions of dollars "under my watch" while reiterating his innocence.
Najib set up the 1Malaysia Development Berhad state fund, or 1MBD, shortly after taking power in 2009. Investigators allege more than $4.5 billion was stolen from the fund and laundered by his associates to finance Hollywood films and extravagant purchases. The scandal upended Najib's government and he was defeated in the 2018 election. He faces a slew of legal cases and started serving time in 2022 after losing his final appeal in his first graft case.
The apology comes ahead of Wednesday's court decision that will either acquit or order him to enter his defense in a second main graft trial, in which he faces four charges of abusing his power to obtain over $700 million from 1MDB and 21 charges of money laundering involving the same amount.

    


"It pains me every day to know that the 1MDB debacle happened under my watch ... For that, I would like to apologize unreservedly to the Malaysian people," Najib said in a statement, adding he was "still in deep shock knowing now the extent of the wretched and unconscionable shenanigans, and illegal things that happened in 1MDB."




He also said he should have "acted differently" but was misled. He reiterated he didn't collaborate with Malaysian fugitive financier Low Taek Jho -- identified by investigators as the mastermind behind the pilfering of the fund. Najib added he had been punished politically and should not also be "legally victimized".

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Being held legally responsible for things that I did not initiate or knowingly enable is unfair to me, and I hope and pray that the judicial process will, in the end, prove my innocence," he added.
Najib's current trial began in August 2019. It is the most significant as it ties him directly to the 1MDB scandal that has prompted investigations in the U.S. and several other countries.

    


Prosecutors allege Najib embezzled billions of dollars from 1MDB through an "elaborate charade" and then sought to cover his tracks. Najib says he was fooled into believing it was a donation from the Saudi Arabia royal family.

He faces up to 20 years in prison for each count of abuse of power and up to five years for each of the money laundering charges. In addition, Najib still has a pending case involving a criminal breach of trust and another money laundering trial.
His wife and other senior government officials are also facing corruption charges. 
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An artist summons Superman to remind people the power of voting
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                    Artist David Alcantar pauses during a run with his "VOTE" flag on the first day of early voting as part of his "Superman Project" that in part encourages people to exercise their right to vote in San Antonio, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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                                        SAN ANTONIO (AP) -- Every election year in Texas, David Alcantar transforms from a mild-mannered artist into Superman.
At 46, Alcantar isn't leaping any tall buildings. But in blue leggings, red shorts and a tight T-shirt with Superman's crest splashed across the chest, Alcantar has become an Election Day fixture in San Antonio, running near polling stations with a white "Vote!" flag in hopes of unleashing what he believes is everyone's superpower: casting a ballot.
"This desire for power and the kind of super heroic power, I think, is something that is universal and pretty American," Alcantar said. "No matter how many push-ups we do, or sit-ups we do, or how much weightlifting we do - we're never going to have the kind of power that Superman has."
But he sees a silver lining. "The power we do actually have is the one of voting," Alcantar said. 
Getting people to the polls isn't what originally drew him to the Man of Steel. 
His "Superman Project" first began with an itch to explore the relationships between heroism and power. Soon after, Alcantar looked for ways to fold voting themes into his work. 

    


He already had the flag, which he had purchased to display at his home. The Superman getup -- workout gear, really -- was also at his fingertips after he previously tinkered with the idea of making an exercise book with illustrations. And it helped that with naturally thick black hair and a muscular build, Alcantar had a head start in pulling off the look of his alter ego. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Then one day he went to vote early, and it clicked.
"After I came back from doing that, and still racking my brain, I figured out that I could put on all that uniform and carry this vote flag around and use his icon as a lever with which to encourage people to exercise their own power," he said.

There's more to his art than running down the street. In the studio, Alcantar tries to emphasize the power of voting through a wide range of mediums, including acrylic, canvas and digital design, just to name a few.
This year, Alcantar said he sees people conflicted ahead of November's election.
"But if they don't vote then that means somebody else is essentially voting on their behalf," Alcantar said. 
As for how Superman votes when he ducks into a polling booth, he avoids taking sides like it's Kryptonite.
"Superman is a champion of all Americans," Alcantar said. "So he is apolitical." 
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                The Americans photo essay series
            

        
    





        



    
        Visually-led storytelling featuring U.S. voters and the issues that matter most to them in the upcoming U.S. election.

AP has photo and video journalists in every region of the U.S. In the run up to the U.S. election, the team is collaborating on a series of visual stories about U.S. voters in their local communities.
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French culture minister proposes entrance fee for Notre Dame to help fund preservation work
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            FILE - French Culture Minister Rachida Dati delivers a speech at the Culture ministry in Paris, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte, file)
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            FILE - A man kneels as people came to watch and photograph the Notre Dame cathedral after the fire in Paris, April 16, 2019. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena, file)
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            FILE - French Culture Minister Rachida Dati delivers a speech at the Culture ministry in Paris, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte, file)
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            FILE - A man kneels as people came to watch and photograph the Notre Dame cathedral after the fire in Paris, April 16, 2019. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena, file)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- France's culture minister, Rachida Dati, has proposed introducing an entrance fee to visit Notre Dame cathedral when it reopens in December, aiming to raise funds for the preservation of the nation's religious heritage. The iconic cathedral is set to open its lofty doors again five years after it was ravaged by fire.
The storied interiors, with their soaring ceiling, intricate stained-glass windows and world-class organ, are set to welcome visitors once more -- five years after the catastrophic fire in April 2019. Dati's plan would charge tourists 5 euros ($4.16), which could generate 75 million euros ($62.41 million) annually to help restore France's crumbling religious buildings. Dati believes Notre Dame could serve as a model for the country's preservation efforts.
"Across Europe, visitors pay to access the most remarkable religious sites. With 5 euros per visitor at Notre Dame, we could save churches all over France. It would be a beautiful symbol," Dati said in an interview with Le Figaro newspaper published Wednesday evening.

    


The funds are desperately needed. France is home to approximately 42,000 Catholic churches, many of which are in a state of disrepair. Experts estimate that one religious building is lost every two weeks due to neglect, fire or vandalism. 




The French government has launched several campaigns to combat this crisis, including the (asterisk)Loto du patrimoine(asterisk), which funds restoration efforts. In 2022 alone, the Interior Ministry spent 57 million euros on religious heritage, and over the past five years 280 million euros have gone toward restoring over 8,000 sites. Yet many rural churches remain at risk.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Notre Dame's reopening is particularly poignant. It once stood as one of the world's most-visited monuments, attracting 12 to 14 million visitors each year. 
Dati's proposals have garnered support, with Interior Minister Bruno Retailleau saying: "If 5 euros can save our religious heritage, it's worth it -- whether you're a believer or not." 

    


Dati said on social platform X that the entrance fee would apply to cultural visitors, not those attending mass or other religious services. 
"Religious services must remain free, but every cultural visitor should contribute to preserving our heritage," she said.

Prior to the fire, Notre Dame's iconic towers had already charged an entry fee. Visitors paid 8.50 euros to climb the 387 steps and gain access to a panoramic view of Paris and a close-up of the cathedral's famous gargoyles.
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Evangelicals emerge as a potent lobby for US support of Ukraine
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                                        ARLINGTON, Va. (AP) -- Since the war in Ukraine began, Yaroslav Pyzh, a Baptist pastor in Lviv, has worn many hats.
He runs the large and growing Ukrainian Baptist Theological Seminary, while overseeing a network of 18 humanitarian aid centers across the embattled country. 
He's also become an ambassador of sorts to American evangelicals.
Several times a year, he treks to the Polish border and once permitted to leave, travels to the United States to preach about the plight of his country and its need for continued American support. 
He is not alone in his advocacy. There has been sustained outreach by Ukrainian Baptists and other evangelicals to their American counterparts in the past two years, through coordinated campaigns and individual efforts. They have crisscrossed the U.S., visiting churches and Christian colleges, Capitol Hill and the Republican National Convention.

    


They are appealing to American evangelicals who hold sway politically within the GOP -- an increasingly isolationist party with standard bearers who remain skeptical of Ukrainian aid.
"That war is a loser," Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump said on a recent podcast. His running mate, JD Vance, has said, "I don't really care what happens to Ukraine." 




Gary Marx, a longtime conservative operative in the U.S., has been working with Ukrainian evangelicals to amplify their message -- part of a $3.6 million contract between a Ukrainian organization and the lobbying firm DCI Group, according to foreign agent registration documents.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"(Ukrainians) know that their nation's existence rides on whether the U.S. is supporting them," Marx said. "It's that simple. If the U.S. pulls support, there's no way that they'll survive."
During his latest U.S. trip, Pyzh made stops in at least eight states, including meeting with Southern Baptist officials in Nashville, Tennessee.

    


An English speaker, Pyzh has translated for American church groups visiting Ukraine. He earned his doctorate at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Texas.
He is still a translator, moving between both countries. 
"I serve as a bridge for two sides," he told a gathering at a St. Louis church in August.
He said he has American friends who have visited Ukraine many times and supported his ministries but now are torn.
"What I see in them is that struggle between what they want to do, the way they want to help us, and some of their ideas on the political side," Pyzh said. "Their heart is in Ukraine, but their mind is somewhere else."

    


Evangelicals in the halls of Congress
Ukraine has often been called the "Bible Belt of Eastern Europe." Though evangelicals account for only 2% to 4% of the population, that amounts to hundreds of thousands of people -- a vibrant, influential religious presence. They have an outsized connection to an important constituency: Southern Baptists, the largest Protestant denomination in the United States with 13 million members.
Baptists from both countries beseeched Republican Speaker of the House Mike Johnson -- a Southern Baptist and former denominational official -- to support Ukraine aid earlier this year, even though his party's right flank threatened to oust him if he did. 
Pavlo Unguryan, a prominent Ukrainian Baptist leader, met with Johnson several times.
"We are brothers in one body of Jesus Christ," said Unguryan, who once served in Ukraine's parliament and leads the country's National Prayer Breakfast.
After an attack in Odesa killed the daughter and infant grandson of a Baptist pastor, Unguryan arranged for the grieving son-in-law to meet with Johnson, just before the speaker helped push forward $61 billion in war-time aid to Ukraine.
While intelligence briefings may have given Johnson "the intellectual information about why it's in U.S. interest to support Ukraine, our work and the work of others like us gave him the emotional and spiritual connection to Ukraine," said Steven Moore, founder of the Ukraine Freedom Project. It has helped fund Unguryan's U.S. travel.
Moore, a veteran Republican Hill staffer, founded the project in 2022. It has coordinated meetings with more than 100 congressional offices.

    


During the debate over Ukraine aid, Moore's organization ran digital ads in Johnson's district. A billboard went up across from Johnson's church in Louisiana, paid for by Razom, a Ukrainian humanitarian group Moore has advised. It showed a damaged Ukrainian Baptist church and invoked the biblical book of Esther: "Speaker Johnson, for such a time as this."
Moore's organization also created a website with stories of Ukrainian Christians alleging they were tortured by Russians.
"Every day, we try to figure out how to build and maintain Republican support for Ukraine," Moore said. "And the evangelical Christian messaging is one of the ways that we do that."

    


Debating religious freedom in the U.S. and Ukraine
This advocacy work taps into a deep well of concern among Americans about religious freedom -- something that's also a talking point used by Ukraine's critics. 
Russia has asserted Ukraine is the one discriminating against Christians, particularly since Ukraine passed a law seen as targeting the branch of the Orthodox Church historically aligned with Moscow. The law bans religious groups who support Russia's invasion and those tied to the Russian Orthodox Church that backed Vladimir Putin in his efforts to seize Ukraine.
The U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom has raised concerns about Ukraine's new law, but "stresses that Russia remains the most profound threat to religious freedom in Ukraine." 
"There's significantly less religious freedom and religious pluralism in Russia than there is in Ukraine," said Catherine Wanner, a Penn State professor of history, anthropology and religious studies who focuses on the region. 
Evangelicals face persecution and repression in Russia and the occupied territories in part because of their faith's perceived ties to the United States, Wanner said.
Russian authorities "assume all evangelicals are American spies," said Igor Bandura, senior vice president of the Ukrainian Baptist Union. He spoke to The Associated Press by phone from suburban Kyiv, after a sleepless night hearing sirens and drones. 
Hundreds of churches and religious sites have been destroyed during the war. Bandura said 110 of 320 Ukrainian Baptist churches in the newly occupied Russian territories have ceased to exist because members fled. "Those who stayed are really under great, great pressure." 
Bandura visited the U.S. in May and June on a trip coordinated by Marx's DCI project. His itinerary included the Southern Baptist Convention's annual meeting in Indianapolis, where he spent much time outside the hall, talking with fellow Baptists about Ukraine.
Southern Baptist churches have a long history of missionary work in Ukraine. After the war began, SBC representatives voted to "stand in solidarity with our Ukrainian brothers and sisters." The SBC's humanitarian organization, Send Relief, said it has served 2 million people in the region since 2022. And Brent Leatherwood, head of the SBC's public policy arm, has urged continued American support of Ukraine.
In April, Daniel Darling, director of the Land Center for Cultural Engagement at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, signed a letter with Pyzh and other prominent Baptists, urging Johnson to support aid to Ukraine.
"For the most part, when I talk to Southern Baptist pastors -- rank-and-file pastors -- they really do want Ukraine to prevail," Darling said. "Many of them have ties there with missions. And so, I don't think it's as controversial as it often appears to be."
Evangelicals see military conflict in Ukraine as a spiritual war
Sitting in the parlor of a Virginia Baptist church just outside Washington, Pyzh reiterated that he's grateful for American support. He noted that millions of Ukrainians will be watching the U.S. presidential election closely.
His seminary keeps adapting to the many needs that war imparts.
It now has more than 1,300 students, with thousands more in certificate programs. It recently started a counseling program to address growing mental health needs. This year, for the first time, the incoming class includes recent war veterans, some of them wounded and released from military duty.
Pyzh echoes other Ukrainian evangelicals when he says that for them, this is a spiritual war and an earthly one, waged for religious and political freedom. 
"This is an existential fight for us in a sense as a nation," he said, "but also as Christians, as believers."
___
AP journalist Hanna Arhirova in Kyiv, Ukraine, contributed to this report.
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            A convey carrying Bushra Bibi, wife of Pakistan's imprisoned former Prime Minister Imran Khan, leave following her release from prison a day after a court granted her bail in a graft case, in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Ehsan Shahzad)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Wife of Pakistan's imprisoned former premier Imran Khan freed on bail

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            People look a convey carrying Bushra Bibi, wife of Pakistan's imprisoned former Prime Minister Imran Khan, leave following her release from prison a day after a court granted her bail in a graft case, in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Ehsan Shahzad)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2

                                    
                                    People look a convey carrying Bushra Bibi, wife of Pakistan's imprisoned former Prime Minister Imran Khan, leave following her release from prison a day after a court granted her bail in a graft case, in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Ehsan Shahzad)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            A convey carrying Bushra Bibi, wife of Pakistan's imprisoned former Prime Minister Imran Khan, leave following her release from prison a day after a court granted her bail in a graft case, in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Ehsan Shahzad)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2

                                    
                                    A convey carrying Bushra Bibi, wife of Pakistan's imprisoned former Prime Minister Imran Khan, leave following her release from prison a day after a court granted her bail in a graft case, in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Ehsan Shahzad)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        ISLAMABAD (AP) -- The wife of Pakistan's imprisoned former Prime Minister Imran Khan was released from a high-security prison in the garrison city of Rawalpindi on Thursday, a day after a court granted her bail in a graft case, her lawyers said.
The release of Bushra Bibi came six months after an appeals court suspended a 14-year sentence the couple received after being found guilty of retaining and selling state gifts in violation of government rules when Khan was in power. 
But Khan and Bibi, who is his third wife, were charged in July with new counts of retaining state gifts and kept in detention pending trial. Both have denied any wrongdoing.
Khan has been embroiled in more than 150 legal cases since 2022, when he was ousted in a no-confidence vote in parliament. 
Khan, who remains a popular opposition leader, has been convicted and sentenced in several cases that were later overturned or suspended in appeals. 

    


Bibi was freed from Adiala prison on Thursday, according to her lawyer Salman Safdar and Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party. Local TV stations showed her arriving at home in Islamabad on Thursday afternoon.




Khan's legal team has filed a petition before a court seeking bail in same graft case.
The latest development came a day after dozens of Congressmen wrote a letter to the President Joe Biden, urging him to play his role for the release of all political prisoners, including Khan. 


    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In June, a U.S. congressional resolution called for an independent investigation into allegations that Pakistan's parliamentary elections were rigged, a charge which Pakistan denied.
Khan's PTI party won the most seats in the Feb. 8 vote but fell short of a majority, paving the way for its rivals to form a coalition government.
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Sri Lanka says 3 locals were arrested over a possible attack on Israel tourists
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                                        COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP) -- Sri Lanka police arrested three people in connection with warnings of a planned attack on Israel travelers visiting the Indian ocean island, a government minister said Thursday, a day after the authorities stepped up the security across the country as the U.S. issued a warning about a possible attack at a popular tourist destination.
Three Sri Lankans have been taken into custody and are now being interrogated, said Minister of Public Security and Foreign Affairs Vijitha Herath.
He declined to give further details, saying that would hamper the investigation.
Authorities said on Wednesday they had raised security around Arugam Bay, a popular surfing destination in the country's east, after receiving intelligence from another country about a possible threat to Israeli travelers.
On Thursday, Herath said the information received did not include specifics but warned than an "attempt will be made to create disturbances" targeting places where Israel nationals conduct religious gatherings.

    


At present, 575 Israel nationals are in Sri Lanka, he said.
Also on Wednesday, the U.S. embassy in Sri Lanka alerted Americans to avoid the Arugam Bay area until further notice due to "credible information warning of an attack targeting popular tourist locations" in that area.




Israel's government called on its citizens to leave the bay and other coastal areas in Sri Lanka's south and west immediately.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The government said it has increased road blocks and vehicle checks and deployed army and navy troops, among other security measures to protect tourists who will be visiting the country during the year-end season.
Sri Lanka is slowly emerging from its worst economic crisis, and the tourism industry has been a main driver of its recovery. 

Simultaneous suicide bomb attacks on three tourist hotels and three churches on Easter Sunday in 2019 caused a downturn in the industry and contributed to an economic collapse three years later. 
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Suspect in shootings of Democratic office in Arizona had over 120 guns in his home, officials find
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                    Bullet holes remain in the glass window at a Democratic Party campaign office in Tempe, Ariz., Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Gabriel Sandoval)
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                                        TEMPE, Ariz. (AP) -- An Arizona prosecutor said the man arrested in the shooting of a Democratic National Committee office in suburban Phoenix had more than 120 guns and over 250,000 rounds of ammunition in his home, leading law enforcement to believe he may have been planning a mass casualty event.
Maricopa County prosecutor Neha Bhatia said at Jeffrey Michael Kelly's initial court appearance on Wednesday that federal agents told her about the large seizure made after Kelly's arrest. Scopes, body armor and silencers were also found, she said. A machine gun was discovered in the car he was driving.
The sheer size of the cache led authorities to believe "this person was preparing to commit an act of mass casualty," Bhatia said.
Police said Kelly, 60, allegedly fired BB pellets and then gunshots at the glass front door and a window of the Arizona Democrats' field office in Tempe. Police found three .22-caliber bullet casings while searching Kelly's trash, according to court documents.

    


Nobody was inside during the shootings in the early morning hours of Sept. 16, Sept. 23 and Oct. 6.
Kelly is also accused of hanging several political signs lined with razor blades on Tuesday in Ahwatukee, an affluent suburb of Phoenix where most voters have chosen Democrats in recent elections. Authorities said he also hung plastic bags holding a white powder labeled "biohazard" from those signs.




Authorities said the hand-painted signs were attached to palm trees and appeared to criticize Democrats and their presidential nominee, Vice President Kamala Harris. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Kelly was being held on three felony counts of acts of terrorism and four other counts related to the shootings, according to police. A $500,000 cash bond was set with a requirement for house arrest and an ankle monitor in the event he is able to raise that amount. 
His attorney Jason Squires said Kelly was a retired aerospace engineer who at one time had top security clearance, had no criminal record and was not a flight risk.

    


Kelly's next appearance was set for the morning of Oct. 29 in Maricopa County Superior Court.
The Tempe location was one of 18 Harris field offices in Arizona where Democrats gathered to organize Harris campaign efforts. It was shut down after the last shooting, police said. 
Arizona is one of the battleground states where the competition between Harris and former President Donald Trump has been particularly intense.
Political violence has already marred the campaign season, with the Republican presidential nominee being targeted by assassination attempts at a campaign rally and at one of Trump's Florida golf courses.
___

This story was first published Oct. 23, 2024. It was updated Oct. 24, 2024 to correct that more than 120 guns were found, according to a prosecutor, not more than 200 guns.
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            FILE - Patrick Soon-Shiong, the owner of the Los Angeles Times, poses for a photo on April 13, 2018, in Los Angeles, Calif. (Marcus Yam/Los Angeles Times via AP, File)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- The editorials editor of the Los Angeles Times has resigned after the newspaper's owner blocked the editorial board's plans to endorse Democratic Vice President Kamala Harris for president, a journalism trade publication reported Wednesday.
Mariel Garza told the Columbia Journalism Review in an interview that she resigned because the Times was remaining silent on the contest in "dangerous times." 
"I am resigning because I want to make it clear that I am not OK with us being silent," Garza said. "In dangerous times, honest people need to stand up. This is how I'm standing up."
In a post on the social media platform X that did not directly mention the resignation, LA Times owner Patrick Soon-Shiong said the board was asked to do a factual analysis of the policies of Harris and Republican former President Donald Trump during their time at the White House. 

    


Additionally, "The board was asked to provide (its) understanding of the policies and plans enunciated by the candidates during this campaign and its potential effect on the nation in the next four years," he wrote. "In this way, with this clear and non-partisan information side-by-side, our readers could decide who would be worthy of being president for the next four years."




Soon-Shiong, who bought the paper in 2018, said the board "chose to remain silent and I accepted their decision."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Garza told the Columbia Journalism Review that the board had intended to endorse Harris and she had drafted the outline of a proposed editorial. 
An L.A. Times spokesperson did not immediately respond to an email requesting comment.
The L.A. Times Guild Unit Council & Bargaining Committee said it was "deeply concerned about our owner's decision to block a planned endorsement in the presidential race."
"We are even more concerned that he is now unfairly assigning blame to Editorial Board members for his decision not to endorse," the guild said in a statement. "We are still pressing for answers from newsroom management on behalf of our members."

    


Trump's campaign jumped on Garza's departure, saying the state's largest newspaper had declined to endorse the Democratic ticket after backing Harris in her previous races for U.S. Senate and state attorney general.

Her exit comes about 10 months after then-Executive Editor Kevin Merida left the paper in what was called a "mutually agreed" upon departure. At the time, the news organization said it had fallen well short of its digital subscriber goals and needed a revenue boost to sustain the newsroom and its digital operations.
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 9 | 
            South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol, right, and Poland's President Andrzej Duda, left, shake hands after a joint press conference at the Presidential Office in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (Jeon Heon-Kyun/Pool Photo via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 9 | 
            South Korean first lady Kim Keon-Hee, second from left, talks with Polish first lady Agata Kornhauser-Duda, left, as South Korea's President Yoon Suk Yeol, third from left, and Poland's President Andrzej Duda, right, walk with honor guards during a welcoming ceremony at the Presidential Office in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (Jeon Heon-Kyun/Pool Photo via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 9 | 
            South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol, left, and Poland's President Andrzej Duda, right, walk with honor guards during a welcoming ceremony at the Presidential Office in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (Jeon Heon-Kyun/Pool Photo via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 9 | 
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- South Korea's president on Thursday raised the possibility of supplying Ukraine with weapons while stressing that his government "won't sit idle" as North Korea allegedly sends troops to support Russia's aggression toward its neighbor.
South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol spoke to reporters after a meeting with Polish President Andrzej Duda that came a day after U.S. and South Korean officials said they believe around 3,000 North Korean troops have been deployed to Russia and are training at several locations. South Korea's spy agency told lawmakers that North Korea likely aims to send a total of 10,000 troops to Russia by the end of the year.
Yoon's meeting with Duda was focused on expanding defense cooperation between the countries amid the ongoing conflict. Poland has signed a series of arms deals with South Korea in the last two years to acquire tanks, howitzers and missile launchers in an effort to bolster its military capabilities following Russia's invasion of Ukraine.

    


Both Moscow and Pyongyang have denied the presence of North Korean troops.
Yoon said South Korea will work with allies and partners to prepare countermeasures that could be rolled out in stages depending on the degree of military cooperation between Pyongyang and Moscow.




Seoul's steps could potentially include sending weapons to Ukraine, which would mark a departure from a long-standing policy of not supplying weapons to countries actively engaged in conflict, Yoon said. He said North Korea's alleged troop deployment to Russia is a "provocation that threatens global security beyond just the Korean Peninsula and Europe."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"If North Korea dispatches special forces to the Ukraine war as part of Russia-North Korea cooperation, we will support Ukraine in stages and also review and implement measures necessary for security on the Korean Peninsula," Yoon said during a joint press conference with Duda.

    


"While we have maintained our principle of not directly supplying lethal weapons, we can also review our stance more flexibly, depending on the level of North Korean military activities," Yoon said.
Yoon's comments aligned with what a senior presidential official told reporters on condition of anonymity earlier this week. That official said South Korea is considering various diplomatic, economic and military options, including supplying Ukraine with both defensive and offensive weapons systems.
South Korea, a growing arms exporter, has provided humanitarian aid and other non-lethal support to Ukraine and joined U.S.-led economic sanctions against Moscow. It has so far resisted calls by Kyiv and NATO to directly supply Ukraine with weapons. 
During their summit, Yoon and Duda agreed to "actively support" additional deliveries of South Korean military equipment to Poland, including a new deal for Korean K-2 tanks the governments hope to finalize within this year, Yoon's office said.
Tensions on the Korean Peninsula have worsened since 2022 after North Korean leader Kim Jong Un used Russia's invasion of Ukraine as a distraction to accelerate the growth of his nuclear weapons and missile program. 

    


Seoul also worries as experts say the North may seek major technology transfers in return for sending troops, including Russian know-how on intercontinental ballistic missiles and submarines that would advance the threat posed by Kim's nuclear arsenal.
Experts say it's unclear how effective the North Korean soldiers would be in combat, considering their lack of active battlefield experience, outdated conventional weaponry and training experience with Russian forces. Kim may see the troop dispatch as a crucial opportunity to expose his soldiers to modern warfare and technologies, said Hong Min, an analyst at Seoul's Korea Institute for National Unification.
During a parliamentary hearing, South Korean Defense Minister Kim Yong Hyun said that North Korean troops would likely become "cannon fodder" when deployed in combat in Ukraine and denounced Pyongyang's leadership for "selling away its troops to an illegal invasion."

"Troop deployment is just a phrase, and it would be more appropriate to call them as mercenaries," he said. "The North Koreans are disguising themselves in Russian uniforms and operating under Russian control with no operational autonomy, just simply following orders."
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A Dutch government watchdog says the Netherlands is unlikely to hit a 2030 target for emissions cuts

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE -Netherlands Climate minister Sophie Hermans talks to fellow ministers during a meeting of the new government in The Hague, Netherlands, July 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong, File)
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                                        THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) -- The Dutch government's climate watchdog warned Thursday that the Netherlands is "very unlikely" to achieve a European Union-mandated reduction in heat-trapping greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 unless it takes urgent action.
Tougher legislation is needed to achieve the target of a 55% reduction in emissions by 2030 compared to 1990 levels, the Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency said in a report that concluded the country is on track to a reduction of 44-52% based on current and pending plans.
"Only more policies that achieve swift reductions can bring the 2030 goal closer," the agency said in its annual report on climate and energy that was published shortly before a United Nations climate conference known as COP29 opens in Azerbaijan next month.
The 55% reduction is part of a legally binding package of measures agreed to by EU leaders.

    


The Dutch environment agency's emissions reduction forecast this year is lower than a year ago, when it said a reduction of 46-57% was possible.
"This is partly due to setbacks in implementation, such as delays in offshore wind farms and stagnation in the production of green hydrogen. But political choices in the past year also resulted in less expected emission reductions," it said.


Sophie Hermans, the government's minister for climate and green growth, said in a reaction that the report "shows that we have to work hard to keep the climate target for 2030 in sight." Hermans said she would work with other Cabinet ministers on "alternative measures in the near future."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Hermans is part of the four-party Dutch coalition cobbled together after Geert Wilders' anti-immigration Party for Freedom won elections last year on a platform that focused far more on reining in migration than in cutting emissions.
She said that she would swiftly "take action on a number of bottlenecks that slow down moves to make Netherlands more sustainable."

    


Frans Timmermans, the Dutch opposition leader who was a key architect of the EU climate package when he was a European commissioner, responded to the report in a message on X, saying: "If we want to achieve the climate goals, we cannot afford to go backwards. That makes the solutions more expensive, the interventions harder and the resistance greater."

Another opposition lawmaker, Suzanne Kroge, said on X: "While the warming of out planet is speeding up, the Cabinet is dismantling climate policy." She added that the report "Painfully shows that the Netherlands is taking a wrong decision: backward instead of forward."
___
Read more of AP's climate coverage at http://www.apnews.com/climate-and-environment
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Indonesia says its coast guard drove away Chinese ship that interrupted survey in disputed sea
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                    CORRECTS DATE -In this photo released by Indonesian Maritime Security Agency (BAKAMLA), a Maritime Security Agency uses a binocular to monitor the movement of a a Chinese coast guard vessel in the water of North Natuna Sea in the disputed area of the South China Sea, Indonesia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (BAKAMLA via AP)
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                                        JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) -- Indonesian patrol ships drove a Chinese coast guard vessel away from a survey vessel in a disputed area of the South China Sea for the second time in three days, Indonesian authorities said Thursday.
Indonesia's Maritime Security Agency said a Chinese ship approached the MV Geo Coral on Monday and Wednesday, interrupting a seismic data survey being conducted by the state energy company PT Pertamina in a part of the South China Sea claimed by both countries. 
Asked about the Indonesian statement, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Lin Jian said the Coast Guard vessel had carried out routine patrols in waters under Chinese jurisdiction. "China is ready to enhance communication and consultation with Indonesia through diplomatic channels and properly handle maritime differences between the two countries," he added.

    


China's "nine-dash line," which it uses to roughly demarcate its claim to most of the South China Sea, overlaps with a section of Indonesia's exclusive economic zone that extends from the Natuna Islands. 
Indonesia does not have a formal territorial dispute with China over the South China Sea but has become increasingly protective of its rights in the region, while Chinese ships have regularly entered the area Indonesia calls the North Natuna Sea, fueling tensions between the countries.




Indonesian authorities said the Chinese coast guard ship CCG 5402 was first detected near MV Geo Coral on Monday. An Indonesian patrol ship contacted the ship, whose crew insisted that the area was under China's jurisdiction before Indonesian coast guard and navy ships drove the Chinese ship away.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
On Wednesday morning, the Chinese ship again approached the site of the seismic survey and was driven away, according to the Maritime Security Agency.
Earlier, the agency had said the second encounter took place Thursday morning.

    


A video distributed by the agency showed Indonesian coast guard officers speaking to their Chinese counterparts by radio and the China's coast guard officials.
"This is China Coast Guard 5402. China has indisputable authority over Nansha islands and the adjacent waters," says the the Chinese officer. "Chinese Coast Guard regular patrol in and above these domestic jurisdictional waters is unquestionable."
The Indonesian coast guard officer replies that the China's vessel was in Indonesia's Exclusive Economic Zone.
"Indonesia's Maritime Security Agency will continue to conduct intensive patrols and monitoring in the waters of North Natuna to ensure that seismic survey activities run smoothly and maintain Indonesia's sovereignty and sovereign rights," said the statement.
Clashes at sea between China and its maritime rivals have become increasingly common in recent years, driving tensions especially with the Philippines and Vietnam. Chinese ships also regularly patrol off the island of Borneo and near James Shoal east of the Natuna islands, China's southernmost territorial claim which Malaysia says belongs to it.
China's construction and militarization of islands in the South China Sea have increased tensions as the U.S. and others have challenged China's claims with the dispatch of ships and planes to assert the right to freedom of navigation. 

A 2016 international arbitration ruling involving the Philippines invalidated most of China's sweeping claims in the sea, but China has ignored the ruling and called it a sham.
China has in the past explained its presence in the waters on the basis of "traditional fishing rights."
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Climate-threatened Pacific Islands criticize Australia at Commonwealth meeting
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            Leaders and officials gathered in the Samoan capital on Thursday ahead of a meeting of leaders from Commonwealth countries. Apia has been bustling with final preparations to welcome world leaders and over 3,000 delegates to the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting.
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            Delegates attend the Foreign Ministers meeting at the Commonwealth Heads of Government meeting in Apia, Samoa, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft/Pool)
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            Samoan Deputy Prime Minister Tuala Iosefo Ponifasio, left, welcomes Prime Minister of Tuvalu Feleti Teo to the official welcome reception for the Commonwealth Heads of Government meeting in Apia, Samoa, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft/Pool)
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            Samoa's Prime Minister Afioga Fiame Naomi Mata'afa speaks during the State Banquet during the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) in Apia, Samoa, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (William West/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Samoan Prime Minister Afioga Fiame Naomi Mata`afa, left, and CHOGM Secretary General Patricia Scotland during the Foreign Ministers meeting at the Commonwealth Heads of Government meeting in Apia, Samoa, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft/Pool)
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            Samoan Prime Minister Afioga Fiame Naomi Mata`afa, center, is assisted by Assistant Secretary General of the Commonwealth Luis Franceschi, left, at the Foreign Ministers meeting at the Commonwealth Heads of Government meeting in Apia, Samoa, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft/Pool)
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            British Prime Minister Keir Starmer, left, attends a State Banquet during the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) in Apia, Samoa, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (William West/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Britain's King Charles III, center, visits the Mangrove Restoration Project at Moata'a Village in Apia, Samoa Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (Manaui Faulalo/Pool Photo via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 10 | 
            Britain's King Charles III, center, and Queen Camilla, second left, meet with Head of State of the Independent State of Samoa Tuimaleali'ifano Va'aleto'a Sualauvi II, right, during a welcome ceremony at the National University of Samoa in Apia, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (Manaui Faulalo/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Britain's Queen Camilla, right, talks with Samoa's Prime Minister Fiame Naomi Mata'afa during the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) Women's Forum side-event in Apia, Samoa Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (Manaui Faulalo/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Leaders and officials gathered in the Samoan capital on Thursday ahead of a meeting of leaders from Commonwealth countries. Apia has been bustling with final preparations to welcome world leaders and over 3,000 delegates to the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting.


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 10 | 
            Delegates attend the Foreign Ministers meeting at the Commonwealth Heads of Government meeting in Apia, Samoa, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft/Pool)
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            Samoa's Prime Minister Afioga Fiame Naomi Mata'afa speaks during the State Banquet during the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) in Apia, Samoa, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (William West/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                        APIA, Samoa (AP) -- Several Pacific island nations singled out Australia to do more to phase out fossil fuel exports during the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting which opened in Samoa on Thursday.
Tuvalu's Prime Minister, Feleti Teo, alongside senior officials from Vanuatu and Fiji, backed a new report from the Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty Initiative, which highlights the significant role Australia, Canada and the U.K. play in global emissions. 
The report said that fossil fuels extracted in the three nations were responsible for 60% of emissions generated by such extraction across Commonwealth countries since 1990, even though they represent only 6% of the Commonwealth's population.
The report's findings also point to a "stark imbalance in fossil fuel extraction" and criticize the contradictions between the climate pledges made by these countries and their ongoing efforts to expand fossil fuel production, especially in Australia and Canada.

    


Pacific leaders have long warned that continued fossil fuel reliance threatens the very existence of their nations, many of which consist of low-lying islands that could be partly or wholly submerged by rising sea levels.




Teo, who earlier this year ratified a treaty with Australia to strengthen migration and security ties between the two countries as well as climate change mitigation, intensified his calls for Australia to phase out fossil fuel production, warning that current policies by major polluters amount to a "death sentence" for his nation.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"My view of that commitment is that Australia ... is highly morally obliged to ensure that whatever action it does will not compromise the commitment it has provided in terms of climate impact," Teo said at a press conference in Apia, the capital of Samoa.
"On that platform I'm hoping we'll be able to leverage Australia's support and hopefully that will translate into reducing emission levels."

    


Australian Foreign Minister Penny Wong, who is also in Samoa, said Australia is tackling the "big task" of transitioning its economy to net zero emissions, but cannot be held responsible for emissions from coal and gas exported to other countries.
Wong said that the "vast majority" of new coal-fired power plants are being built in China and other developing nations.
"Australia has to reduce its emissions, but the whole world -- if we are going to combat sea level rise, temperature rising -- the whole world will have to peak and reduce emissions," she said on Thursday.

It's the first time a Pacific Island has hosted the biennial leaders' summit and climate change is expected to occupy much of the summit's agenda. More than half of the Commonwealth's members are small countries like Samoa, many of them island nations among the world's most imperiled by rising seas.
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Financial cooperation and BRICS expansion are on the table as Putin hosts Global South leaders
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            China's President Xi Jinping, India's Prime Minister Narendra Modi and other world leaders arrived Tuesday in the Russian city of Kazan for a summit of the BRICS bloc of developing economies.
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            Russia's President Vladimir Putin is hosting China's Xi Jinping, India's Narendra Modi and other world leaders at a summit of the BRICS bloc of developing economies, part of Kremlin efforts to challenge Western global clout.
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            China's President Xi Jinping on Wednesday emphasized the need to avoid an escalation of the conflict in Ukraine as he addressed leaders and officials at a summit of the BRICS bloc of developing economies in Russia.
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            From left, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Russian President Vladimir Putin and Chinese President Xi Jinping attend a family photo ceremony prior to the BRICS Summit plenary session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, Pool)
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            From left, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Russian President Vladimir Putin and Chinese President Xi Jinping attend a family photo ceremony prior to the BRICS Summit plenary session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, Pool)
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            From left: United Arab Emirates President Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Chinese President Xi Jinping, Russian President Vladimir Putin and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi attend a family photo ceremony prior to the BRICS Summit plenary session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, Pool)
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            Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, and Russian President Vladimir Putin attend a family photo ceremony prior to the BRICS Summit plenary session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, Pool)
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            From left: Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed, Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, South African President Cyril Ramaphosa, Chinese President Xi Jinping, Russian President Vladimir Putin, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, United Arab Emirates President Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian and Brazilian Foreign Minister Mauro Vieira pose for a family photo prior to the BRICS Summit plenary session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Maxim Shipenkov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian, Brazilian Foreign Minister Mauro Vieira, United Arab Emirates President Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, South African President Cyril Ramaphosa and Chinese President Xi Jinping attend the BRICS Summit narrow format session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Alexander Nemenov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, center, arrives at BRICS Summit in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Maxim Shemetov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            From left: Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Russian President Vladimir Putin and Chinese President Xi Jinping attend a family photo prior to the BRICS Summit plenary session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Maxim Shipenkov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            From left: Chinese President Xi Jinping, Russian President Vladimir Putin and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi attend a family photo ceremony prior to the BRICS Summit plenary session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Maxim Shipenkov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            From left: South African President Cyril Ramaphosa, Chinese President Xi Jinping and Russian President Vladimir Putin pose for a family photo prior to the BRICS Summit plenary session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, Pool)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin attends the BRICS Summit narrow format session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Alexander Nemenov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            Chinese President Xi Jinping attends the BRICS Summit narrow format session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Alexander Nemenov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi attends BRICS Summit extended format session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Alexander Nemenov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            17 of 21 | 
            United Arab Emirates President Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, left, arrives at BRICS Summit in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Maxim Shemetov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            18 of 21 | 
            Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian, center, accompanied by Iranian Ambassador to Russia Kazem Jalali, left, arrives at BRICS Summit in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Maxim Shemetov/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin gestures during BRICS Summit extended format session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Alexander Nemenov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian shake hands during their meeting on the sidelines of the BRICS summit in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Maxim Shemetov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres arrives at Kazan Airport for the BRICS summit in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Alexey Filippov/Photo host brics-russia2024.ru via AP)
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                                    China's President Xi Jinping, India's Prime Minister Narendra Modi and other world leaders arrived Tuesday in the Russian city of Kazan for a summit of the BRICS bloc of developing economies.
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                                    Russia's President Vladimir Putin is hosting China's Xi Jinping, India's Narendra Modi and other world leaders at a summit of the BRICS bloc of developing economies, part of Kremlin efforts to challenge Western global clout.


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            

            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 21

                                    
                                    China's President Xi Jinping on Wednesday emphasized the need to avoid an escalation of the conflict in Ukraine as he addressed leaders and officials at a summit of the BRICS bloc of developing economies in Russia.
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            From left, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Russian President Vladimir Putin and Chinese President Xi Jinping attend a family photo ceremony prior to the BRICS Summit plenary session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, Pool)
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                                    From left, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Russian President Vladimir Putin and Chinese President Xi Jinping attend a family photo ceremony prior to the BRICS Summit plenary session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, Pool)
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            From left, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Russian President Vladimir Putin and Chinese President Xi Jinping attend a family photo ceremony prior to the BRICS Summit plenary session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, Pool)
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                                    From left, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Russian President Vladimir Putin and Chinese President Xi Jinping attend a family photo ceremony prior to the BRICS Summit plenary session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, Pool)
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            From left: United Arab Emirates President Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Chinese President Xi Jinping, Russian President Vladimir Putin and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi attend a family photo ceremony prior to the BRICS Summit plenary session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 21

                                    
                                    From left: United Arab Emirates President Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Chinese President Xi Jinping, Russian President Vladimir Putin and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi attend a family photo ceremony prior to the BRICS Summit plenary session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, Pool)
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            Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, and Russian President Vladimir Putin attend a family photo ceremony prior to the BRICS Summit plenary session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, Pool)
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                                    Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, and Russian President Vladimir Putin attend a family photo ceremony prior to the BRICS Summit plenary session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, Pool)
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            From left: Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed, Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, South African President Cyril Ramaphosa, Chinese President Xi Jinping, Russian President Vladimir Putin, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, United Arab Emirates President Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian and Brazilian Foreign Minister Mauro Vieira pose for a family photo prior to the BRICS Summit plenary session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Maxim Shipenkov, Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    From left: Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed, Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, South African President Cyril Ramaphosa, Chinese President Xi Jinping, Russian President Vladimir Putin, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, United Arab Emirates President Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian and Brazilian Foreign Minister Mauro Vieira pose for a family photo prior to the BRICS Summit plenary session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Maxim Shipenkov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian, Brazilian Foreign Minister Mauro Vieira, United Arab Emirates President Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, South African President Cyril Ramaphosa and Chinese President Xi Jinping attend the BRICS Summit narrow format session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Alexander Nemenov, Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Russian President Vladimir Putin, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian, Brazilian Foreign Minister Mauro Vieira, United Arab Emirates President Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, South African President Cyril Ramaphosa and Chinese President Xi Jinping attend the BRICS Summit narrow format session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Alexander Nemenov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, center, arrives at BRICS Summit in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Maxim Shemetov, Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, center, arrives at BRICS Summit in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Maxim Shemetov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            From left: Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Russian President Vladimir Putin and Chinese President Xi Jinping attend a family photo prior to the BRICS Summit plenary session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Maxim Shipenkov, Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    From left: Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Russian President Vladimir Putin and Chinese President Xi Jinping attend a family photo prior to the BRICS Summit plenary session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Maxim Shipenkov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            From left: Chinese President Xi Jinping, Russian President Vladimir Putin and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi attend a family photo ceremony prior to the BRICS Summit plenary session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Maxim Shipenkov, Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    From left: Chinese President Xi Jinping, Russian President Vladimir Putin and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi attend a family photo ceremony prior to the BRICS Summit plenary session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Maxim Shipenkov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            From left: South African President Cyril Ramaphosa, Chinese President Xi Jinping and Russian President Vladimir Putin pose for a family photo prior to the BRICS Summit plenary session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, Pool)
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                                    From left: South African President Cyril Ramaphosa, Chinese President Xi Jinping and Russian President Vladimir Putin pose for a family photo prior to the BRICS Summit plenary session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, Pool)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin attends the BRICS Summit narrow format session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Alexander Nemenov, Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Russian President Vladimir Putin attends the BRICS Summit narrow format session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Alexander Nemenov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            Chinese President Xi Jinping attends the BRICS Summit narrow format session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Alexander Nemenov, Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Chinese President Xi Jinping attends the BRICS Summit narrow format session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Alexander Nemenov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi attends BRICS Summit extended format session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Alexander Nemenov, Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi attends BRICS Summit extended format session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Alexander Nemenov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            United Arab Emirates President Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, left, arrives at BRICS Summit in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Maxim Shemetov, Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    United Arab Emirates President Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, left, arrives at BRICS Summit in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Maxim Shemetov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            18 of 21 | 
            Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian, center, accompanied by Iranian Ambassador to Russia Kazem Jalali, left, arrives at BRICS Summit in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Maxim Shemetov/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian, center, accompanied by Iranian Ambassador to Russia Kazem Jalali, left, arrives at BRICS Summit in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Maxim Shemetov/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin gestures during BRICS Summit extended format session in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Alexander Nemenov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian shake hands during their meeting on the sidelines of the BRICS summit in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Maxim Shemetov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres arrives at Kazan Airport for the BRICS summit in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Alexey Filippov/Photo host brics-russia2024.ru via AP)
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                                        KAZAN, Russia (AP) -- Russia's President Vladimir Putin on Wednesday hosted China's Xi Jinping, India's Narendra Modi and other world leaders at a summit of the BRICS bloc of developing economies, part of the Kremlin's efforts to challenge Western global clout.
Putin said the agenda covered the deepening of financial cooperation, including the development of alternatives to Western-dominated payment systems, as well as settling regional conflicts and moving to expand the BRICS group of countries.
"The BRICS strategy in the global arena conforms with the strivings of the main part of the global community, the so-called global majority," Putin said at the start of Wednesday's meeting. "This approach is especially relevant in the current conditions when truly radical changes are underway across the globe, including the shaping of a multipolar world."

    


The alliance that initially included Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa has expanded to embrace Iran, Egypt, Ethiopia, the United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia. Turkey, Azerbaijan and Malaysia have formally applied to become members, and several other countries have expressed interest in joining.




The three-day summit in the city of Kazan that began Tuesday is attended by 36 countries, highlighting the failure of U.S.-led efforts to isolate Russia over its actions in Ukraine. The Kremlin touted the summit as "the largest foreign policy event ever held" by Russia.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The Kremlin has cast BRICS as a counterbalance to the Western-dominated global order and redoubled its efforts to court the countries of the Global South after sending troops into Ukraine in February 2022.
Russia has specifically pushed for the creation of a new payment system that would offer an alternative to the global bank messaging network SWIFT and allow Moscow to dodge Western sanctions and trade with partners.

    


Speaking at the summit, Putin accused the U.S. of "weaponizing" the dollar and described it as a "big mistake."
"It's not us who refuse to use the dollar," he said. "But if they don't let us work, what can we do? We are forced to search for alternatives."
He also proposed creating a new BRICS investment platform, saying that it could "become a powerful tool for supporting our economies, and would also provide financial resources to countries of the Global South and East."
In a joint declaration, the summit participants voiced concern about "the disruptive effect of unlawful unilateral coercive measures, including illegal sanctions" and reiterated their commitment to enhancing financial cooperation within BRICS. They noted the benefits of "faster, low-cost, more efficient, transparent, safe and inclusive cross-border payment instruments built upon the principle of minimizing trade barriers and non-discriminatory access."
Putin and Xi had announced a "no-limits" partnership weeks before Russia invaded Ukraine in 2022. They already met twice earlier this year, in Beijing in May and at a Shanghai Cooperation Organization summit in Kazakhstan in July.

    


On Wednesday, Xi emphasized the bloc's role in ensuring global security. "We must work together to build BRICS into a primary channel for strengthening solidarity and cooperation among Global South nations and a vanguard for advancing global governance reform," he said.
Xi noted that China and Brazil have put forward a peace plan for Ukraine and sought to rally broader international support for it. Ukraine has rejected the proposal.
"We must uphold the three key principles: no expansion of the battlefields, no escalation of hostilities, and no fanning flames and strive for swift deescalation of the situation," Xi said of the Ukrainian conflict.
Russia's cooperation with India has also flourished as New Delhi sees Moscow as a time-tested partner since Cold War times despite Russia's close ties with India's main rival, China. Western allies want India to be more active in persuading Moscow to end the fighting in Ukraine, but Modi has avoided condemning Russia while emphasizing a peaceful settlement. 

    


"We support dialogue and diplomacy, not war," Modi said during Wednesday's BRICS meeting in remarks carried by the Indian foreign ministry. Modi's visit to the summit marked his second trip to Russia in three months. 
"As a diverse and inclusive platform, BRICS can play a positive role in all areas," Modi said.
Putin on Wednesday met on the sidelines of the summit with Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian, hailing "truly friendly" ties between Moscow and Tehran and noting that they should be further cemented by a "comprehensive strategic partnership treaty" to be signed during Pezehskian's planned trip to Moscow. The date for that visit hasn't been set yet, but Kremlin foreign affairs adviser Yuri Ushakov said it could happen soon.
On Thursday, Putin was set to meet Thursday with U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, who has repeatedly criticized Moscow's actions in Ukraine and is making his first visit to Russia in more than two years. Guterres's trip to Kazan has drawn an angry reaction from Kyiv.

    


"This is a wrong choice that does not advance the cause of peace," Ukraine's Foreign Ministry said on X, adding that "it only damages the U.N.'s reputation."
Farhan Haq, deputy spokesman for Guterres, responded to the Ukrainian criticism by saying that the visit is "a standard practice in attending meetings of organizations with large numbers of important member states, such as the G7 and the G20."
"There's a meeting with great importance for the work of the United Nations, with the BRICS countries representing about half the world's population," Haq said.

In the meeting with Putin, Guterres "will reaffirm his well-known positions on the war in Ukraine and the conditions for a just peace based on the UN Charter, international law, and the resolutions of the United Nations. He will continue to pursue his efforts to re-establish safe navigation in the Black Sea, which is critically important for global food and energy security, especially for the most vulnerable countries around the world," Haq said
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            Britain's King Charles III and his wife Queen Camilla attended a traditional Ava ceremony Thursday organized in honor of their arrival in Samoa.
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            King Charles III and Queen Camilla arrived in the South Pacific island nation of Samoa on Wednesday where they were greeted by Samoa's Prime Minister Afioga Fiame Naomi Mata'afa and other officials. Charles, the symbolic head of the Commonwealth, is in Samoa for a meeting of top government officials from each of the 56 independent nations that make up the organization. At the top of the agenda is the fight against climate change, an issue Charles has championed for decades.
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            People wave flags as Britain's King Charles III and Queen Camilla arrive in the village of Siumu, Samoa, on Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)
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            People sit under a portrait of Britain's King Charles III as they wait for his arrival and Queen Camilla in the village of Siumu, Samoa, on Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)
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            Britain's King Charles III and Queen Camilla wave as they arrive in the village of Siumu, Samoa, on Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)
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            Men attach Union Jacks to the hoods of their taxis as they wait for the arrival of Britain's King Charles III and Queen Camilla in the village of Siumu, Samoa, on Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)
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            Men hold flags as they wait for the arrival of Britain's King Charles III and Queen Camilla in the village of Siumu, Samoa, on Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)
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            People wave and take pictures as the motorcade with Britain's King Charles III and Queen Camilla passes in the village of Siumu, Samoa, on Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)
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                                        SIUMU, Samoa (AP) -- In the dark, dozens of people lined a narrow road near the Samoan fishing village of Siumu, gathering near a sign bearing a portrait of King Charles III and waiting excitedly for a glimpse of the real monarch.
A buzz surged through the crowd as a motorcade appeared Wednesday, bearing the first British king to visit a Pacific Island nation.
Hands waved briefly from rolled-down windows and those standing in just the right spot managed to catch a glimpse of the king's face. Then the monarch and his wife, Queen Camilla, were gone. The royals had arrived earlier Wednesday evening from a visit to Australia.
"All people in Samoa are very excited," said Numio Faoagali, a garbage collector from Siumu who had spent three days cleaning and decorating his house with a Union flag and bunting. He hoped that Charles, who is staying at a resort nearby, might see it.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Charles gets a warm welcome on his first visit as king to Samoa. But uneasy questions await
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Charles de Ledesma reports King Charles III receives a warm welcome on his first visit as head of state to Samoa.

    


    


"It's the first time to see the king. We've only seen him on the TV, not here in Samoa," he said.
Charles is expected to helm a major meeting of leaders from Commonwealth countries in Samoa, including many that once had colonial ties to Britain. His presence is likely to prompt uneasy questions -- as it did in Australia -- about the role of the British crown in the histories and aspirations of its former territories. 




But on Wednesday, his visit provoked delight too.
Locals were thrilled their village was picked to host the monarch and congregated two hours early on Wednesday to await his arrival. Madeleine A. Tofaeono-Galo said her cousin, who lived on the other side of the island, was travelling to Siumu "just to see the king."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
As Apia, the capital, bustled with final preparations to welcome Charles, other world leaders and more than 3,000 delegates to the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting, enthusiasm focused on the global spotlight the monarch's presence might shine on the island nation of 218,000 people. 

    


"We are excited as a one in a lifetime opportunity," the paramount chief of Siumu, Ataona Tusi Fafetai, told The Associated Press.
"We have pride in our core values, as in hospitality, respect and love and caring for our people," he added. "It's a great opportunity for us to show the world that who we are and what we are as people and our identity as Samoan."
It's the first time a Pacific Island has hosted the biennial leaders' summit. More than half of the Commonwealth's members are small countries like Samoa, many of them island nations among the world's most imperiled by rising seas.
Climate change will occupy much of the summit's agenda. Charles has championed awareness of the problem for decades, and leaders are expected to agree to an Ocean Declaration pledging fresh, but as yet unspecified, commitments.
"We need support to properly lower the greenhouse effect over our Pacific islands," said Fafetai, the chief. The summit was not only for "unity and awareness", he added, but to "come up some solutions that will help us."
The forum will test the ability of the group of nations from across the globe, with divergent political interests and economic fortunes, to align on matters of substance. It is likely to face uncomfortable, existential questions too.

    


The Commonwealth is seen by some as a vestige of empire with an uncertain mission in the 21st century, and discussions about colonization among its members have intensified in recent years. All three candidates to become the organization's next Secretary-General -- from Ghana, Lesotho and Gambia -- have urged financial reparations for the past enslavement of colonized people.
Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer, who is attending the summit, has faced pressure from some lawmakers in the governing Labour Party to consider the prospect. But his government says it is not up for discussion.
"Reparations are not on the agenda for the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting," Starmer's spokesman, Dave Pares, said ahead of the summit. "The government's position has not changed. We do not pay reparations."
Britain would not be offering an apology for slavery at the summit, Pares said. He also rejected suggestions that the Commonwealth's importance has diminished. 

    


The summit would "bring together delegations from 56 countries representing a combined market for British business set to be worth $19.5 trillion by 2027," Pares said.
There will be some notable absences from the event, however. 
The leaders of two of the biggest Commonwealth nations, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and South African President Cyril Ramaphosa, are attending a meeting of the BRICS developing nations hosted by Russian President Vladimir Putin. Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has also cancelled his trip to Samoa as he faces political woes at home. 
Among a group of countries more disparate and unequal than before, observers will be assessing whether Charles can be the unifying figure that his mother, the late Queen Elizabeth II, once was.


    


"The Commonwealth, I think he knows, was one of the most important things that his mother did," said Anna Whitelock, professor of history of the monarchy at City, University London. "Not only keeping this Commonwealth of countries together, but actually retaining a sort of spirit of community and cooperation and relevance in a world where there's so many other power blocs and challenges."
___
Graham-McLay reported from Wellington, New Zealand. Associated Press writers Jill Lawless and Danica Kirka contributed from London. 
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Officials say North Korea has sent troops to Russia. What would that mean for the war with Ukraine?
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            FILE - North Korean soldiers march during a mass military parade in Pyongyang's Kim Il Sung Square to celebrate 100 years since the birth of North Korean founder, Kim Il Sung on April 15, 2012. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan, File)
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            A TV screen shows an image of soldiers believed to be from North Korea stand in line to receive supplies from Russia during a news program at Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 10 | 
            FILE - Soldiers march in a parade for the 70th anniversary of North Korea's founding day in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Sept. 9, 2018. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan, File)
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            FILE - South Korean mechanized unit personnel parade with their armored vehicles during the media day for the 76th anniversary of Armed Forces Day at Seoul air base in Seongnam, South Korea, on Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon, File)
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            FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un smile during their meeting at the Pyongyang Sunan International Airport outside Pyongyang, North Korea, on June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un exchange documents during a signing ceremony of the new partnership in Pyongyang, North Korea, on June 19, 2024. (Kristina Kormilitsyna, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            In this photo provided by South Korea Foreign Ministry, South Korea's Vice Foreign Minister Kim Hong Kyun, right, meets with Russian Ambassador to South Korea Georgy Zinoviev at the Foreign Ministry in Seoul, South Korea, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. (South Korea Foreign Ministry via AP)
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            A TV screen shows file images of North Korean soldiers during a news program at Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Friday, Oct. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            About 3,000 North Korean troops have been sent to Russia and they are now receiving training on drones and other equipment before being deployed to battlefields in Ukraine, South Korea's spy chief told lawmakers Monday.
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            FILE - North Korean soldiers march during a mass military parade in Pyongyang's Kim Il Sung Square to celebrate 100 years since the birth of North Korean founder, Kim Il Sung on April 15, 2012. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan, File)
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            A TV screen shows an image of soldiers believed to be from North Korea stand in line to receive supplies from Russia during a news program at Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            FILE - Soldiers march in a parade for the 70th anniversary of North Korea's founding day in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Sept. 9, 2018. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan, File)
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            FILE - South Korean mechanized unit personnel parade with their armored vehicles during the media day for the 76th anniversary of Armed Forces Day at Seoul air base in Seongnam, South Korea, on Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon, File)
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            FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un smile during their meeting at the Pyongyang Sunan International Airport outside Pyongyang, North Korea, on June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un exchange documents during a signing ceremony of the new partnership in Pyongyang, North Korea, on June 19, 2024. (Kristina Kormilitsyna, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            South Korean protesters stage a rally against their government's plans to supply lethal weapons to Ukraine, in front of the Presidential Office in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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                                    About 3,000 North Korean troops have been sent to Russia and they are now receiving training on drones and other equipment before being deployed to battlefields in Ukraine, South Korea's spy chief told lawmakers Monday.
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- American and South Korean officials said Wednesday that there's evidence North Korea has dispatched troops to Russia in a potential escalation of the nearly 3-year-old war with Ukraine.
If the soldiers' goal is fighting with Russia in Ukraine, it would be the first time a third country puts boots on the ground in the war. Other countries on both sides of the divide have sent military aid, including weapons and training: Iran has supplied Russia with drones, and Western nations have provided Ukraine with modern weapons and financial and humanitarian assistance.
South Korea's spy chief told lawmakers that 3,000 North Korean troops were being trained to use equipment including drones before being sent to fight in Ukraine. United States Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin told reporters during a visit to Rome that "we are seeing evidence that there are North Korean troops" who have gone to Russia.
"What exactly they're doing -- left to be seen," Austin said. Neither Austin nor South Korean National Intelligence Service Director Cho Tae-yong provided details about how they knew about the North Korean troops, and many questions surround the impact of North Korean participation.




What do we know about the North Korean troops? 
North Korean troops were arriving in Russia's Kursk region as early as Wednesday to help Russian troops fight off a Ukrainian border incursion, Ukraine Military Intelligence Directorate head Kyrylo Budanov told the online military news outlet The War Zone on Tuesday.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy told reporters Monday that North Korean officers and technical personnel have already been spotted in Russian-occupied territories. He did not specify when.
"I believe they sent officers first to assess the situation before deploying troops," Zelenskyy said. He has cautioned that the participation of a third country could escalate the conflict into a world war. Austin said that it would be a "very, very serious issue" if Pyongyang indeed did join the war on Russia's side.

    


What is Ukraine doing? 
Ukraine is preparing as though combating North Korea in its territory is inevitable. 
An injection of 10,000 North Korean troops, which is what both Ukrainian and South Korean intelligence have claimed, "could significantly destabilize Ukraine's defense there and greatly accelerate the advancement of Russian forces," said Glib Voloskyi, an analyst from a Ukrainian think tank, Come Back Alive Initiatives Center. 
Ukraine's "I Want to Live" project, a hotline encouraging Russian soldiers to surrender, published a video in Korean on Wednesday calling for North Korean soldiers to give up.
"We call for the soldiers of the Korean People's Army, who were sent to help the Putin regime. You should not die senselessly on someone else's land. There is no need to repeat the fate of hundreds of thousands of Russian soldiers who will never return home!"

    


How is the West reacting?
Zelenskyy told reporters Monday that the European Union and the U.S. have been cautious in publicly addressing North Korean troops fighting alongside Russia -- describing their reactions as "very restrained." 
German and British officials also weighed in, with South Korea hinting that it could support Ukraine with military weapons in the event of North Korea's confirmed involvement.
"We don't even know whether we are talking about 1,500 or 12,000, or which kind of soldiers are coming to Russia and to fight where and against," German Defense Minister Boris Pistorius said. "It's a kind of escalation and it shows us a very important, a very important aspect. International conflicts are approaching very rapidly."
United Kingdom Defense Secretary John Healey said there was "not just a concern about the potential for an escalation of conflict in Europe. There is an indivisible link with security concerns in the Indo-Pacific as well."

    


Why does Russia need North Korea? 
North Korea and Russia, both in separate confrontations with the West, have deepened their military cooperation in the past two years. In June, they signed a defense deal requiring both countries to provide military assistance if the other is attacked.
For analysts, the introduction of troops would be a sign that the war isn't going as Russia planned.
"I think Ukraine is wearing down the Russian army as we talk. You don't get thousands of soldiers from North Korea if your war is going well," said Justin Crump, a former British tank commander who heads Sibylline, a strategic advisory firm. "You don't require them."

North Korea has already sent over 13,000 containers of artillery, missiles and other conventional arms to Russia since August 2023 to replenish its dwindling weapons stockpiles. Those missiles are being actively used against Ukrainian targets, officials in Kyiv say. 
___
Associated Press reporters Hanna Arhirova and Illia Novikov contributed. Danica Kirka contributed from London. 
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North Carolina lawmakers convene again to address Hurricane Helene's billions in damages
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                    North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper unveils a report about damages caused by Hurricane Helene and his $3.9 billion request to the General Assembly for recovery initiatives during a press conference at the Albemarle Building in Raleigh, N.C., Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gary D. Robertson)
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- North Carolina state legislators returning to work Thursday to consider further Hurricane Helene relief have received an estimate of the monetary scope of the catastrophic flooding and what Gov. Roy Cooper wants them to spend soon on recovery efforts. 
The Republican-dominated General Assembly scheduled a one-day session to consider additional funding and legislation four weeks after Helene tore across the Southeast and into the western North Carolina mountains. 
Earlier this month, lawmakers unanimously approved -- and Cooper signed -- an initial relief bill that included $273 million, mostly the state's matching share to meet federal requirements for disaster assistance programs. Lawmakers said it would be the first of many actions they would take to address the storm.
North Carolina state officials have reported 96 deaths from Helene, which brought historic levels of rain and flooding to the mountains in late September. 

    


Thursday's session comes one day after Cooper, a Democrat, unveiled his request to legislators to locate $3.9 billion to help pay for repairs and revitalization. The request was included in a report from his Office of State Budget and Management, which calculated that Helene likely caused at least a record $53 billion in damages and recovery needs in western North Carolina. 




Cooper said on Wednesday that the state's previous record for storm damage was $17 billion from Hurricane Florence, which struck eastern North Carolina in 2018.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
State government coffers include several billon dollars that can be accessed for future recovery spending. Almost $4.5 billion is in the state's savings reserve alone.
Cooper's request includes $475 million for a grant recovery program for businesses in the hardest-hit areas; $325 million to help homeowners and renters quickly with rebuilding and minor repairs; $225 million for grants to farmers for uninsured losses; and $100 million for public school and community college capital needs. 

    


Agricultural and residential losses are expected to be particularly acute in the damaged areas because few growers were covered by crop insurance and homeowners by flood insurance. 

According to the budget office, the storm and its aftermath caused 1,400 landslides and damaged over 160 water and sewer systems, at least 6,000 miles (9,650 kilometers) of roads, more than 1,000 bridges and culverts and an estimated 126,000 homes.
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            Two women pray outside a Planned Parenthood clinic in Fayetteville, N.C., on Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)
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            Air Force veteran and mother of two Laura Browne waves to a passing vehicle outside a Planned Parenthood clinic in Fayetteville, N.C., on Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. Browne does sidewalk ministry for a pregnancy center just up the road. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)
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            Forsyth Tech student Jenny Gonzalez, shown Monday, Oct. 7, 2024 in Winston-Salem, N.C., who is studying pharmacy technology, says abortion is the top issue that motivated her to register to vote this year. Gonzalez worries about new state abortion bans and plans to vote for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris. (AP Photo/Amanda Seitz)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The latest in an Associated Press series examining what's motivating voters in battleground states looks at how state abortion bans that have transpired since 2022 will influence the way women vote in North Carolina. 
Two years after the U.S. Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, tensions over abortion have only intensified, setting the presidential election up as a referendum on fundamental rights for tens of millions of women. 
Flanked by southern states where abortion is nearly outlawed, North Carolina has a more moderate 12-week ban in place after the Supreme Court overturned nationwide abortion rights. The state has also dealt with a deluge of women who are seeking abortions that they cannot get in states like Florida, Georgia and South Carolina. 
Still, Democrats are betting that abortion will be the winning issue that motivates white women voters to cast a ballot for Vice President Kamala Harris, bucking the years of support that former President Donald Trump enjoyed from those voters. If Harris has any chance of winning the state's 16 electoral votes, she'll need to draw from the 60% of white women voters who backed Trump in the 2020 election, according to AP VoteCast data. 
Here are highlights from AP's report: 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Young women are most motivated to vote over abortion
Young women, like 26-year-old Christy Kishbaugh, are seeing horror stories on social media of women who've been turned away from emergency rooms after trying to get care for miscarriages or failing pregnancies. But state abortion bans prevented doctors from helping them. 
That sticks with Kishbaugh, a married suburbanite, as she thinks about voting in this election. She'll cast a ballot for Harris, in part because she's worried about how she and others would be treated if they ever experience a pregnancy emergency. 
"Thinking ahead, if anything were to go wrong," Kishbaugh nearly whispered, iced coffee in hand. "The idea that myself, my friends, people close to me, that they could potentially die or never have kids or lose a child because they're not getting access to the health care they need, that really dwells with me."

    


The Supreme Court's ruling that left the states to decide abortion rights has far from settled the issue, with legislatures passing a range of restrictions that face ongoing legal changes. And it has pushed a new crop of North Carolina voters -- 10% of them in 2022 -- to name abortion as their highest priority, according to AP VoteCast data. In 2020, only 3% of the state's voters named it a top issue, and most of them backed Trump. 
Jenny Gonzalez is one of those voters. The 21-year-old is already signed up to vote in her first election and it was abortion that motivated her. 
"It should be access to all women, no matter the situation, because everyone goes through different things and you don't know why they decide to get the abortion," Gonzalez, a college student who is studying pharmacy technology, said.
But now, Democrats say, the tide has turned. In this election, they are targeting young women under the age of 35 in particular on the issue, said Morgan Jackson, an adviser for Democratic candidate Josh Stein's campaign. And they're running stark ads, warning that women could lose access if they vote for Republicans, including candidate for governor Mark Robinson, who has promised to outlaw "abortion in North Carolina for any reason."
"Republicans have set off their hand grenade in their own hands," Jackson said. "They thought you were with them all the way. It's way more complicated than that." 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Not so fast, Republicans say
The issue isn't as pressing for voters in North Carolina, which does not have the draconian bans that some other southern states have implemented, said Republican state senator Vickie Sawyer. 
Sawyer considers what she hears from her own young adult daughters. Abortion comes up, she said, but not as much as worries about the cost of housing or everyday items.
"It's right in the wheelhouse of something that could affect them," Sawyer said. But she said "they know their rights are protected" because the state's 12-week abortion ban allows for some exceptions in the second trimester. 

    


Instead, Republicans think the inflated prices of everyday goods, housing and gas is a more pressing issue in the minds of voters.
Leyla Herrera, a 20-year-old Wake Forest University student, agrees. She's considering a vote for Trump in her first presidential election. The biology student, who doesn't ascribe to a party, says inflated prices have been tough on her middle class family, based in a Charlotte suburb.
"Donald Trump, when he was in office, there was better prices, especially for gas. Food is a really big thing, all of that has really gone up," she said. 

    


Older women care about the abortion issue less
Older women -- even Democrats -- see abortion as more of a peripheral issue compared to younger women.
To Donna Klein, an 80-year-old retiree, women's rights are "important," but the environment is her top concern, a worry only punctuated by the hurricane destruction. 
"It's very important we try to figure out what's going on, what we can do it about it," Klein said. "As an older person, as I think about my grandkids. What kind of earth are they going to inherit?"
Abortion may resonate deepest with younger women, but they're also a historically unreliable voting bloc, said Linda L. Petrou, a longtime Forsyth County Republican and district chair. 
"There might be more women -- younger women -- coming out and voting for Harris because of that," Petrou acknowledged. But, she added, "the percentage of young people vote is relatively small."
Nationally, 4 in 10 women under 30 years old say abortion is their top issue, according to a poll released this month by KFF, a health policy research organization.
Laura Browne, a 45-year-old retired Air Force staff sergeant and mother of two daughters, believes Democrats are using stories about denied medical care to scare young women. Browne works for an anti-abortion center that counsels pregnant women. Some days, she stands outside of a Planned Parenthood clinic, hoping to talk women out of having an abortion.
"I believe they're being told there's only one option, and that they're too young to have children," said Browne, who lives in Fayetteville, North Carolina. "And I would say that that is wrong." 

___ Superville reported from Fayetteville, North Carolina. AP National Writer Allen G. Breed in Fayetteville and Associated Press writer Josh Boak in Washington contributed to this report. 
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Alabama lawmakers question parole board chair on low releases, lack of responsiveness
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                    Family members of people incarcerated in the Alabama prison system wear shirts calling for reform during a Legislative Prison Oversight Committee meeting in Montgomery, Ala., on Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Kim Chandler)
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                                        MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) -- Alabama lawmakers on Wednesday sharply questioned the head of the state parole board about their low release rates and why lawmakers had not received information they requested months ago from the board. 
Leigh Gwathney, the chairwoman of the three-person Board of Pardons and Paroles, appeared before the Legislative Prison Committee in a sometimes tense meeting to take lawmakers' questions about the parole process. The meeting was marked by a series of terse exchanges as lawmakers accused Gwathney of not answering their questions. 
Alabama's parole rate has plummeted over recent years. The percentage of inmates being granted parole after their hearing fell from 53% in 2018 to a historic low of 8% last year. The rate rose back to about 20% this year but it continues to be well below the recommendations of state-created guidelines that suggest more inmates are worthy of release. 

    


State Sen. Clyde Chambliss, a Republican from Prattville, expressed frustration that the committee has not received information it requested in January from Gwathney about parole rates and the decision-making process.




"Madame Chair, you said you would answer the questions that day we sat in your office. What has been going on from the time you said you would answer the questions until today? Disregard?" Chambliss said. Chambliss, who chairs the committee, asked Gwathney to provide the answers by the end of November. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Throughout the meeting Gwathney defended the board's procedures, saying it gets information from a variety of sources and that each side is given equal time to make their case for and against parole.
"What we do to the best of our ability is to look at every individual who comes before us," Gwathney said. 
Rep. Chris England, a Democrat from Tuscaloosa, said the parole rate didn't rise until the state was shamed for the scant number of releases. 

    


"You inadvertently made the case that the board needs oversight," England, a Democrat from Tuscaloosa, told Gwathney near the conclusion of the meeting. 
England said after the meeting that it is clear that the system is broken. "The idea that only 8% of applicants out of the entire parole-eligible population are the only people that can get out -- it's just asinine," England said. 
Several lawmakers questioned Gwathney over the board's lack of adherence to existing state guidelines regarding parole.
Alabama has advisory guidelines in place, including a scoring system, to help determine if an inmate should be paroled The board is not bound to follow the recommendation. However, parole rates significantly lag what the guidelines recommend. The board's decision matched the recommendation in about 25% of cases in 2024, according to numbers from the Alabama Bureau of Pardons and Paroles.
"The Bureau is saying they meet this criteria, but the board almost three-quarters of the time is saying it doesn't matter that they meet the criteria, we are not going to parole them. It seems like one of the two needs to be adjusted to reality," Chambliss said. 

    


Gwathney told lawmakers that none of the current board members wrote the guidelines and that she would "never make a decision based upon a quota."
Chambliss responded that lawmakers were not suggesting a quota but wanted additional information about the guidelines.
England pointed out that a 2019 state law called for the board to review the guidelines every three years and told Gwathney that "you are about two years overdue."
Rep. Matt Simpson, a Republican from Fairhope, said the guidelines could be the problem instead of the board's lack of adherence to them.
"When someone has got a sentence for a murder, and the guidelines are telling you 11 years later that they are supposed to be released, that is a problem with the guidelines," Simpson said in discussing one parole hearing.
The plummeting parole rate came amid an ongoing prison crisis that has seen the state struggle with both overcrowding and finding enough security officers to staff prisons. 
The board has come under a spotlight for parole decisions. The board in 2023 denied parole for a wheelchair-bound woman in renal failure after she served 19 years of a 35-year murder sentence. She was later released on medical furlough. The board in 2023 also denied parole to a man who had died 10 days before his parole hearing. 


    


Several family members of incarcerated and formerly incarcerated people attended the meeting, sometimes nodding in agreement as committee members asked questions. Ebony Black, whose son was denied parole multiple times before his 20-year sentence ended, said the low parole rate robs inmates of hope. 
"They have to go back to a war zone," Black said of prison conditions.
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Harris to give her campaign's closing argument at the Ellipse, where Trump helped spark Capitol riot
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a CNN town hall in Aston, Pa., Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris talks to reporters aboard Air Force Two at Joint Base Andrews, Md., Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Erin Schaff//The New York Times via AP, Pool)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks to patrons at a campaign stop at Famous 4th Street Delicatessen in Philadelphia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a CNN town hall in Aston, Pa., Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris talks to reporters aboard Air Force Two at Joint Base Andrews, Md., Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Erin Schaff//The New York Times via AP, Pool)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a CNN town hall in Aston, Pa., Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris takes a selfie with a patron at a campaign stop at Famous 4th Street Delicatessen in Philadelphia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks to patrons at a campaign stop at Famous 4th Street Delicatessen in Philadelphia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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                                        ASTON, Pa. (AP) -- Vice President Kamala Harris plans to lay out her campaign's closing argument by returning to the site near the White House where Donald Trump helped incite a mob that attacked the U.S. Capitol in January 2021 -- hoping it will crystalize for voters the fight between defending democracy and sowing political chaos. 
Her campaign says Harris will give a speech at the Ellipse on Tuesday -- one week before Election Day -- and will urge the nation to "turn the page" toward a new era and away from Trump. 
The site is symbolic, since it's where Trump delivered a speech on Jan. 6, 2021, as Congress was convening to certify Joe Biden's victory in the election that past November. In it, Trump lied repeatedly about widespread voter fraud that had not occurred and urged supporters to fight. Hundreds then stormed the Capitol  in a deadly riot. 

    


Word of the speech came from a senior Harris campaign official who insisted on anonymity to discuss an address that is still in development. The Harris campaign is betting that her speaking at the Ellipse can provide an opportunity for the vice president to stress that the country no longer wants to be defined by a political combativeness that Trump seems to relish.




Trump has promised to pardon those jailed for their role in the Capitol attack should he reclaim the presidency during the election Nov. 5.
Closing arguments are important opportunities for candidates to sum up their campaigns and make a concise case for why voters should back them. Trump's campaign suggested he'd begin framing his closing argument while addressing a rally last weekend in Latrobe, Pennsylvania. Instead, the former president spent more than 10 minutes talking about the genitals of the late, legendary golfer Arnold Palmer, who was born in Latrobe. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Her team announced the coming Ellipse addressed before Harris attended a CNN town hall in suburban Philadelphia on Wednesday night, where she took questions from an audience of undecided voters as part of what was once envisioned as a debate with Trump. Harris had said she would participate in a CNN debate but the two sides never worked out a formal agreement. CNN said it also invited Trump to a town hall. but that it didn't happen.

    


Harris told the audience that Jan. 6 saw a "president of the United States defying the will of the people in a free and fair election and unleashing a violent mob who attacked the United States Capitol." 
The first audience question was from a self-described "anti-Trump Republican" who was concerned about the Jan. 6 attack. 
"I believe the American people deserve better, and they deserve a president who is focused on solutions, not sitting in the Oval Office plotting every day," Harris said. 
When it comes to Jan. 6, about 4 in 10 likely voters in a CNN poll from September said the economy was their most important issue when deciding how to vote, and about 2 in 10 said protecting democracy was. That compared to about 1 in 10 who named either immigration or abortion and reproductive rights. 

    


Protecting democracy also seems to be more important to Democrats and Harris supporters. Roughly 4 in 10 voters who back Harris call it their top issue, compared to about 2 in 10 who say that about the economy. For Republicans and Trump supporters, about 6 in 10 name the economy as their top voting issue, followed by immigration. Only 5% of Trump supporters said protecting democracy was their top issue.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


During the town hall, Harris said Trump is "increasingly unstable and unfit to serve." Asked directly if she thought her opponent was a fascist, Harris responded, "Yes, I do." 
A short time later, Trump spokesperson Karoline Leavitt responded, "Kamala will say anything to distract from her open border invasion and record high inflation." 
During the event, Harris was asked how her presidency would be different from Biden's given that she's been a part of his administration for nearly four years -- a question she's answered in recent weeks without naming major contrasts. This time, Harris seemed better prepared to talk about how things would be different, saying, "My administration will not be a continuation of the Biden administration" and saying she represented a "new generation of leadership on a number of issues."

    


"I'm pointing out things that haven't been done that need to be done," the vice president said of Biden's policies, also noting, "I'm not going to shy away from saying, 'Hey, these are still problems that we need to fix.'" She pointed specifically to her promises to increase federal grants for small businesses and to expand government funding for home health care to people caring for their elderly parents and children simultaneously.
One audience member pressed Harris on key issues where she's flip-flopped. That includes hydraulic fracturing, which she suggested that she'd support banning while running in the 2020 Democratic primary but now says should be allowed to continue. Harris said Wednesday that the U.S. can invest in a greener energy economy without halting fracking, which is key to the economy of parts of Pennsylvania. 

    


She added that she sees many key policies differently now: "Frankly I now have the experience and perspective of having been vice president." 

Asked about the greatest weakness she'd bring to the White House, Harris offered, "I'm kind of a nerd sometimes, I confess" while admitting to making "parental mistakes" with her two stepchildren. 
The vice president also mentioned praying every day, saying, "I was raised to believe in a loving God, to believe faith is a verb."
__
Weissert reported from Washington. Associated Press writer Linley Sanders contributed to this report from Washington. 
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Harris ad shows a Texas woman who lost baby and nearly died from sepsis amid strict abortion ban
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                    Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks as she attends a campaign event with former Rep. Liz Cheney, R-Wyo., Monday, Oct. 21, 2024, in Brookfield, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A new series of Kamala Harris campaign ads seek to highlight increasingly perilous medical care for women since the fall of Roe v. Wade by telling the story of a Texas woman who got a life-threatening infection when she couldn't get proper treatment after she miscarried and how she may no longer be able to have children. 
In one ad, the woman identified only as Ondrea details how excited she was to have a girl only to find out that the baby wouldn't survive after her water broke too early. She was denied an abortion and eventually went into labor. "Immediately after her birth, I was in the worst pain of my life," she says, as she and her husband are pictured in her living room near a framed photo of the baby's ultrasound. She then developed sepsis, a life-threatening pregnancy complication. 
The ad is part of a final push by the Democratic nominee to highlight how medical care has grown increasingly unstable for pregnant woman -- including for those who never intended to end a pregnancy -- since three justices appointed to the Supreme Court by then-President Donald Trump helped overturned abortion rights. 

    


Ondrea blames Trump for her situation.




"It almost cost me my life, and it will affect me for the rest of my life," she says in the ad. 
In another ad targeted at men, Ondrea's husband Cesar says: "Baby crying at night? Like, I would love to to hear that every night. And now we may never ever get to be pregnant again." 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"There are rights and freedoms that we had for generations and they just got ripped away."
Harris will campaign on reproductive health care Friday in Texas, a reliably Republican state that has one of the strictest bans in the nation and where women have repeatedly sued or spoken out about dangerously lacking medical care. 
When Roe was first overturned, Democrats initially focused on limitations on access to abortion to end unwanted pregnancies. But the same medical procedures used for abortions are used to treat miscarriages. And increasingly in 14 states with strict abortion bans, women cannot get medical care until their condition has become life-threatening. In some states, doctors can face criminal charges if they provide medical care.

    


Democrats warn that the winnowing of rights will only continue if Trump is elected. Republican lawmakers in states across the U.S. have been rejecting Democrats ' efforts to protect or expand access to birth control, for example. 
Democrats are hoping the issue will motivate people to turn out in the dead-heat presidential election and help send Harris to the White House. 
About 6 in 10 Americans think their state should generally allow a person to obtain a legal abortion if they don't want to be pregnant for any reason, according to a July poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research.
Voters in seven states, including some conservative ones, have either protected abortion rights or defeated attempts to restrict them in statewide votes over the past two years.
Trump has been inconsistent in his message to voters on abortion and reproductive rights, constantly shifting his stances or offering vague, contradictory and at times nonsensical answers to questions on an issue that has become a major vulnerability for Republicans in this year's election. 

    


In another ad that will air on CNN before Harris' TV town hall Wednesday night, Ondrea stands in front her bathroom mirror staring at the massive scar on her abdomen. There are photos of her in a hospital bed, her belly cut open as captions tell viewers her story. She got pregnant in 2022 but miscarried at 16 weeks when her water broke. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Ondrea is Black. Black women are more likely to suffer pre-term labor, other pregnancy complications and are also far more likely to die in childbirth in the U.S., where maternal mortality rates are increasing. 
The audio, includes spliced clips of Trump talking about abortion.
"First of all, I am the one that got rid of Roe v. Wade," Trump says.
A moment later, another interviewer asks: "Do you believe in punishment for abortion?"
"There has to be some punishment," Trump responds.

As the viewer reads how Ondrea may no longer be able to have children after her ordeal, they hear Trump's voice saying: "Women will be happy, confident, and free. You will no longer be thinking about abortion."
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The Latest: Trump targets his base and Harris goes after moderates as early voting numbers rise
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            U.S. Vice President Kamala Harris' comments Wednesday come after Trump's former chief of staff John Kelly said Trump wanted military generals like Adolf Hilter's. 
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris and former Rep. Liz Cheney, R-Wyo., attend a campaign event Monday, Oct. 21, 2024, in Brookfield, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump waves at a campaign rally at Greensboro Coliseum, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Greensboro, N.C. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            This combination of file photos shows Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, left, speaking at a campaign rally, Oct. 18, 2024, in Detroit, and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, right, speaking at a campaign rally in Green Bay, Wis., Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a faith town hall with Georgia Lt. Gov. Burt Jones at Christ Chapel Zebulon, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Zebulon, Ga. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris takes a selfie with a patron at a campaign stop at Famous 4th Street Delicatessen in Philadelphia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, with Philadelphia Mayor Cherelle Parker, left, is photographed at a campaign stop at Famous 4th Street Delicatessen in Philadelphia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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                                    U.S. Vice President Kamala Harris' comments Wednesday come after Trump's former chief of staff John Kelly said Trump wanted military generals like Adolf Hilter's. 
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                                        Kamala Harris and Donald Trump are embracing wildly different strategies to energize the coalitions they need to win as the campaigns enter their final sprint.
Follow the AP's Election 2024 coverage at: https://apnews.com/hub/election-2024.
Here's the latest:
Harris calls Trump 'increasingly unstable'
Harris says she believes Trump is "increasingly unstable and unfit to serve in office."
She said that in response to the first question, which was about what she would say to voters to convince them as to why they should not support Trump.
Harris characterized remarks from Donald Trump's former chief of staff, John Kelly, as a "911 call to the people" as to why the former chief of staff felt Trump should not return to the White House.
Harris said, "Yes, I do" when asked if she believes Trump is a fascist.
Adding to her comments, Harris said Trump "demeans people who have taken an oath to sacrifice their life for our country," referring to Trump's previous characterizations of members of the military.
Harris cited a "legitimate fear" among former members of Republican administrations that Trump "will not obey an oath to support and defend the Constitution of the United States."





Harris takes stage for CNN town hall 
Harris has taken the stage for tonight's CNN town hall, hosted by Anderson Cooper in Pennsylvania and with 32 registered voters who self-identify as undecided or persuadable.
Among the battlegrounds, Harris and Trump have visited Pennsylvania the most during the general election campaign.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    


    


Top election official in Nevada's Washoe County says she was forced out
The top election official in one of the nation's most politically important counties says she was forced out of her role just weeks before the November presidential election.
The abrupt departure of Cari-Ann Burgess as the interim registrar of voters in northern Nevada's Washoe County one month ago is the latest sign of turmoil in a county that has been roiled for four years by people pushing election conspiracy theories.
Washoe, which includes Reno, is a swing county in a state where this year's presidential contest is expected to be narrowly decided.
Burgess, in an interview Wednesday with The Associated Press, disputed the county's statement that she asked for a leave after experiencing "stress issues." In a meeting with county staff, including representatives of the district attorney's office, Burgess said she was forced to put a request for leave in writing despite her desire to stay.
"I feel like I was absolutely forced out, but I have no idea how we got to this point," Burgess said in her first public remarks since her departure.
George Guthrie, a spokesman for the county election office, on Wednesday reiterated the county's previous statement that Burgess had requested a leave and that the county was committed to "running a smooth and fair election."


    


Trump to travel to Texas to talk immigration 
Donald Trump will travel to Austin, Texas, on Friday to make remarks focused on border security and migrant crime, his campaign says.
The announcement follows news that Vice President Kamala Harris is heading to Texas on the same day to refocus her campaign on the issue of reproductive care, which Democrats see as a make-or-break issue this year.
The Trump campaign announcement says "the only leader who will secure our borders and put Americans first is President Donald J. Trump."
The Republican-leaning state is not viewed as one of the premier battleground races in this year's election, though Democrats say they are making gains. Harris will be joined Friday by Democratic Rep. Colin Allred, who is making a longshot bid to unseat Republican Texas Sen. Ted Cruz.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    



Trump at odds with Georgia governor on electric vehicles
Trump got a big cheer from this Georgia crowd when he promised to do away with all "mandates" for electric vehicles.
Trump's emphasis on fossil fuel markets puts him at odds with Georgia's Republican Gov. Brian Kemp. The governor has championed Georgia as a home base for the burgeoning electric battery and electric vehicle manufacturing sector in the U.S.
Kemp does not talk openly about climate change but touts the shifting markets as a boon to Georgia's and the nation's economy.
Trump and Kemp have been at odds over the years because the governor did not help Trump overturn his 2020 election defeat. Kemp recently endorsed Trump anyway. But he is not part of Wednesday's rally. 

    



Pennsylvania Supreme Court rules on counting rejected mail-in ballots 
Pennsylvania's highest court says people whose mail ballots are rejected for not following technical procedures in state law can cast provisional ballots. The 5-2 decision state Supreme Court decision issued Wednesday is sure to affect some of the thousands of mail-in votes likely to be rejected this fall.
Pennsylvania's status as the swing state with the most electoral votes in the close presidential election, now in its final two weeks, puts the court decision under heightened scrutiny as the parties scrape for votes.


    


Charlie Kirk imposes Christian frame on election
Conservative provocateur Charlie Kirk is the latest speaker at his Turning Point "Georgia for Trump" rally to frame the 2024 election as a Christian battle between good and evil.
Trump's rise and continued place in U.S. politics is the work of a "divine" author, he said. Democrats, meanwhile, support "everything God hates." He called the Trump vs. Harris choice "a spiritual battle" and encouraged attendees to pressure their pastors to speak out on Trump's behalf."
"This state is a Christian state," Kirk argued. "I'd like to see it stay that way."
Georgia does actually have a Christian pastor holding statewide federal office. U.S. Sen. Raphael Warnock is the senior minister of Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta, the church civil rights icon Martin Luther King Jr. once led. Warnock is a Democrat.
Tucker Carlson frames Trump as America's 'Dad'
Tucker Carlson put a clear patriarchal frame on the 2024 presidential election.
He called Democrats "the party of weak men and unhappy women."And he said a Trump victory over Kamala Harris would mean: "Dad's home! And he's pissed!"

Bill Clinton stumps for Harris, says she's better on the economy 
Former President Bill Clinton made the case that Harris is a stronger candidate to tackle inflation than Trump, taking on an issue that has bedeviled the Democratic ticket during a speech to Black Democrats in Phoenix.
Trump complains about rising prices but only Harris has come forward with realistic plans to rein in costs for food, housing and energy, he said. He touted her proposals to crack down on price gouging, increase housing supply and support domestic production of both renewable energy and fossil fuels.
"What did she say? 'Let's solve the problem.' What did he say? 'Let's lay the blame,'" Clinton said. "I'm telling you, if you want a president to do a real job, you have to find somebody who will take responsibility and find a better way."
Clinton called Trump "mister brand and blame," portraying him as a person at home attacking his rivals but not solving problems.
Harris is "extremely vulnerable, more vulnerable than she deserves to be" because of Republican attacks on her character, but she can win if her supporters work hard enough to counter them, Clinton said.
"The Republicans are geniuses at sewing doubt and division," Clinton told an audience of Black Democrats in Phoenix. "'This woman's an alien.' Trump's called her every name in the book."
Black voters make up a smaller share of Arizona's electorate than they do in most of the other battleground states, but they can still help sway the election in a state where recent top races have been decided by a fraction of a percentage point.
"You know this race is tight as a tic," Clinton said. "You know you can win. It depends on how bad you want it. I'm telling you, she's worth the effort, and you'll be proud of this for the rest of your life if you do it."

Tucker Carlson defends MAGA and Trump
Tucker Carlson says Donald Trump will defeat Kamala Harris in a result that "will be a big middle finger wagging" at "the worst people in the English-speaking world."
At the Turning Point rally in Georgia, Carlson is adding a spirited defense of Trump supporters, arguing that they have been caricatured as "bizarre" and marginalized by the political elite and national media crowd in which Carlson has long existed.
"They're not some weird subculture of MAGA -- they're America itself," he said. "The only people who are denying it ... are themselves a tiny, bizarre minority." He added that "none of the normal people are supporting the Democratic machine."
23 million people have voted early so far, busting records 
Nationally, more than 23 million people have voted early in the 2024 election.
That's busting records in states across the country and is partly driven by Republicans embracing early voting at the directive of their nominee, former President Donald Trump, who told them to avoid it the past two elections.
Political types scour early voting data but it doesn't tell you who will win, only who's voting. You won't find out who those early voters cast their ballots for until polls close on Election Day.
Find the early vote totals for your state

RFK Jr. criticizes John Kelly at Trump rally 
Robert F Kennedy Jr. is criticizing former Trump Cabinet member and White House chief of staff John Kelly for saying the former president meets the definition of a fascist.
And he's arguing Kelly made up the claim, recently published in the New York Times, that Trump once mused he wanted "generals like Hitler."
Kennedy insists Trump would be a president "who brings America together." (Trump is the only modern U.S. president who lost the national popular vote twice.)
This crowd at the Turning Point "Georgia for Trump" loves the former Democrats who have crossed over to back Trump. RFK and Tulsi Gabbard have drawn loud, sustained roars.

Harris plans to use Capitol riot site as backdrop for campaign's closing argument 
Vice President Kamala Harris plans to lay out her campaign's closing argument by returning to the site near the White House where Donald Trump helped incite a mob that attacked the U.S. Capitol in January 2021.
Her campaign hopes it will crystallize for voters the fight between defending democracy and sowing political chaos. Harris will give a speech on Tuesday -- one week before Election Day -- where she will urge the nation to "turn the page" toward a new era away from Trump.
The site is symbolic since it's where Trump delivered a speech on Jan. 6, 2021, lying about widespread election fraud that did not occur and urging supporters to fight -- helping incite a mob that launched a deadly attack on the U.S. Capitol.
Ben Carson says 'leftists and Marxists' are trying to 'change America'
Ben Carson says at the Turning Point USA rally in Georgia that "leftists and Marxists" are determined to "change America," and that only conservative voters stand in the way.
"They're so close to pushing us over the edge," he said. "But that's also the reason they're so afraid of Donald Trump. ... God put him here for a purpose."
He did not identify any leftists or Marxists or any specific policies.
Carson praised "the founders" for "giving us the right to vote" and redeem the country. Carson, because he is Black, would not have had a constitutional right to vote until the 15th Amendment was adopted after the Civil War. And he would not have had a practical guarantee until the Voting Rights Act of 1965 became law.

A new chant at Trump event: 'Christ is King!'
Conservative provocateur Benny Johnson is rousing the Turning Point USA crowd with the argument that Donald Trump has God on his side. He led the at-capacity crowd in a chant not usually heard at Trump rallies: "Christ is King! Christ is King! Christ is King!" Minutes later, after Johnson mocked Democratic vice presidential nominee Tim Walz, the crowd went in a different direction. That chant: "Tampon Tim! Tampon Tim! Tampon Tim!"

Trump greets more supporters at Georgia rally 
After he took questions inside, Trump headed out of the church, where several hundred supporters were gathered in an overflow space outside the parking lot. To get from the stage outside he had to walk from the front to the back of the room, and Trump greeted supporters as he walked by, with a gaggle of press in tow. Trump joked about how they wouldn't let him be a pastor. Trump is wistful again. "In many ways it's sad. We've been doing this together for nine years and it's coming down to 12 days."

Trump talks faith at Georgia rally
Trump at a town hall in Georgia has answered a question about how he leans into faith and family to deal with being vilified.
"When you have faith, when you believe in God, it's a big advantage over people that don't have that.," Trump said to applause.
He then went on to praise his family and claimed that he had been investigated more than Al Capone.
Trump took a handful of questions at the event. The final one from a young man asking what he should know before he went to vote. Trump said he wanted to go outside and talk. Several hundred people gathered outside the church showed their excitement as Trump exited the event. They shouted "USA, USA." 

A man who threatened to kill Democratic election officials pleads guilty
A Colorado man repeatedly made online threats about killing the top elections officials in his state and Arizona, as well as a judge and law enforcement agents, according to a guilty plea he entered Wednesday.
Teak Ty Brockbank, 45, acknowledged his comments were made "out of fear, hate and anger" to a federal judge in Denver as he sat dressed in a khaki jail uniform, before pleading guilty to one count of transmitting interstate threats. He faces up to five years in prison when he's sentenced Feb. 3.
Brockbank's case is the 16th conviction secured by the Justice Department's Election Threats Task Force, which Attorney General Merrick Garland formed in 2021 to combat the rise of threats targeting the election community. The task force has opened more than 100 investigations since its launch, prosecutor John Keller, who leads the task force, said in a recent interview.
> Read more about the threats
Trump began his faith-focused town hall in Georgia by asking attendees if they had already voted
"It's going to be a big one," Trump said. "I think it's the most important election in the history of our country."
Trump is looking to energize evangelical Christian voters in the key swing state. He noted a rally the previous day in Miami with Latino pastors.
"We had pastors and we had a lot of Hispanics, and we're setting every record with Hispanics," Trump said.
Harris stopped by a Philadelphia deli perhaps more famous for its political scene than its pastrami
She's in the city for an evening CNN town hall, but first hit Famous 4th Street Deli, a homey eatery that opened in 1923.
It's been a tradition since the 1970s for politicians to gather there on Election Day to talk shop with supporters and reporters, while perhaps having lunch or a black and white cookie.
Harris met with "super volunteers" and took selfies with some and with Philadelphia Mayor Cherelle Parker.
When one man cried out, "We're gonna win" Harris responded, "We are."
She grabbed a to-go order of a pastrami sandwich on rye and a slice of German chocolate cake.
Trump has arrived at a faith-focused town hall in Zebulon,about a one-hour drive south of Atlanta
As he was heading to his first campaign event of the day, his motorcade drove by a woman riding on horseback while wearing a cowboy hat and carrying a large American flag.
Supporters could be seen a few miles from the event. Some had Trump-Vance signs, others American flags. They waved as the motorcade passed.
Several hundred people were gathered in the church for what's being billed as a "Believers and ballots faith town hall."
Georgia played a key role in the 2020 race when Joe Biden carried the state by less than a quarter of a percentage point. Trump is looking to energize evangelical Christian voters in the key swing state.
Flyaway metal from Missouri Democratic Senate candidate's rifle grazes reporter at campaign event
A Missouri reporter was injured slightly Tuesday when a rifle fired by a Democratic U.S. Senate candidate during a campaign event caused metal fragments to hit the journalist in the arm.
The KSHB-TV reporter was hit in the arm by flyaway metal as Lucas Kunce, a Marine, fired an AR-15-style rifle at targets at an exurban Kansas City home.
Kunce provided first aid to the reporter, who continued covering the event. The Kansas City TV station reported the journalist later was treated for a minor injury at a local hospital.
"We had four first aid kits, so we were able to take care of the situation," Kunce on Tuesday posted on X, the social media platform formerly known as Twitter. He added that he's glad the reporter is OK.
Kunce is trying to unseat Republican U.S. Sen. Josh Hawley next month.
> Read more about the Missouri Senate race
Election officials are fighting a tsunami of voting conspiracy theories
Voting machines reversing votes. More voters registered than people eligible. Large numbers of noncitizens voting.
With less than two weeks before Election Day, a resurgence in conspiracy theories and misinformation about voting is forcing state and local election officials to spend their time debunking rumors and explaining how elections are run at the same time they're overseeing early voting and preparing for Nov. 5.
"Truth is boring, facts are boring, and outrage is really interesting," says Utah's Lt. Gov. Deidre Henderson, a Republican who oversees elections in her state. "It's like playing whack-a-mole with truth. But what we try to do is just get as much information out there as possible."
This year's election is the first presidential contest since former President Donald Trump began spreading lies about widespread voter fraud costing him reelection in 2020. The false claims, which he continues to repeat, have undermined public confidence in elections and in the people who oversee them among a broad swath of Republican voters . Investigations have found no widespread fraud or manipulation of voting machines four years ago, and each of the battlegrounds states where Trump disputed his loss has affirmed Democrat Joe Biden's win.
> Read more about voting misinformation
The White House agrees with John Kelly that Trump is a fascist
The White House agrees with former Trump chief of staff, John Kelly, calling the former president a "fascist," according to press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre.
Jean-Pierre also during her regular briefing expressed outrage that Trump, according to Kelly, praised the loyalty of Adolf Hitler's generals.
"To be praising Adolf Hitler is dangerous and disgusting," Jean-Pierre said.
Jean-Pierre also defended Biden's sharp comments during a Wednesday visit to New Hampshire, "We've got to lock him up" before adding, "Politically lock him up. Lock him out, that's what we have to do."
"He made very clear that he was referring to defeating Donald Trump," Jean-Pierre said.
Iowa finds several dozen instances of noncitizens voting in a past election
Several dozen people who identified themselves as noncitizens voted in a past election or registered to vote despite being ineligible to do so, Iowa's top election official said with just two weeks to go until 2024 ballots will be tallied.
Elections officials compared the state's 2.3 million registered voters to a list of people who self-reported as noncitizens to the Iowa Department of Transportation, according to Ashley Hunt Esquivel, spokesperson for Secretary of State Paul Pate.
Pate released a statement Tuesday detailing that his office found 87 people who identified themselves to the DOT as noncitizens but previously voted. An additional 67 people said they aren't citizens but previously registered to vote.
"For those groups, we have pretty clear evidence ... that they voted or registered to vote when they are not citizens, which is, of course, a Class D felony," Hunt Esquivel said.
Additionally, 2,022 people had told the DOT they aren't citizens but subsequently registered to vote or voted. It's possible they became naturalized citizens in the lapsed time, so "we need clarification on what their citizenship status was when they registered or voted," she said.
> Read more about voting in Iowa
Suspect arrested in shootings of Democratic National Committee office in Arizona
A suspect has been arrested in connection with three separate shootings in 20 days that damaged a Democratic National Committee campaign office in suburban Phoenix, authorities said Wednesday.
Tempe police say Jeffrey Michael Kelly, 60, also is accused of hanging several political signs lined with razor blades on Tuesday in Ahwatukee, an affluent suburb of Phoenix where most voters have chosen Democrats in recent elections.
Authorities said the hand-painted signs were attached to palm trees and appeared to criticize Democrats and their presidential nominee, Vice President Kamala Harris.
Kelly was being held on three felony counts of acts of terrorism and four other counts related to the shootings, according to police.
> Read more about the shootings
Suspected drunken driver arrested after passing Harris' motorcade the wrong way in Wisconsin
A suspected drunken driver heading the wrong way passed within feet of Vice President Kamala Harris' motorcade following a campaign stop this week in Wisconsin.
Harris had just wrapped up a rally in the Milwaukee suburb of Brookfield on Monday evening when her motorcade passed a car heading the wrong way on Interstate 94 in Milwaukee.
Sheriff's deputies trailing the motorcade stopped the vehicle and took the driver, a 55-year-old Milwaukee man, into custody after he performed poorly on field sobriety tests and deputies found an open container of alcohol in the vehicle, Milwaukee County Sheriff's spokesperson James Burnett told The Associated Press on Wednesday.
The man allegedly told deputies he was headed home after a night out and had no idea he was driving the wrong way on the freeway, Burnett said.
> Read more about the arrest
In Virginia, more than 1,600 have had their voter registrations canceled
More than 1,600 Virginians have had their voter registrations canceled since August under a state program the Justice Department and advocacy groups contend is illegal.
The scope of the removals was revealed for the first time this week after a federal magistrate ordered the state to disclose the figure as part of a federal lawsuit.
The Justice Department alleges Virginia is violating federal law by systematically removing alleged noncitizens from the voter rolls during a 90-day "quiet period" ahead of the November election. The quiet period is designed to ensure that mistakes don't accidentally disenfranchise voters ahead of an election without an opportunity to rectify the error.
Virginia's Republican Gov. Glenn Youngkin contends the removals are triggered when voters voluntarily disclose their noncitizen status to the Department of Motor Vehicles and properly prevent noncitizens from voting.
The US Postal Service has reopened all of its mail processing centers in areas of Florida and North Carolina
And it can deliver mail to all but about 5,200 households in those states, a top postal official says.
Steven Monteith, a Postal Service executive vice president and its chief marketing officer, told reporters during a Zoom webinar Wednesday that all of the processing centers in the two states were back in operation as of Tuesday. He said mail that couldn't be delivered because of hurricane damage is being moved to local post offices, but he said it may be "some time" before a return to the full, pre-hurricane mail service.
The Postal Service had the webinar to reassure voters and election and public officials that it believes it's ready to handle a crush of mail ballots for the Nov. 5 election. Monteith said that during the first three weeks of October, 99.9% of ballot-related mail was delivered within seven days.
The Postal Service is advising voters using mail ballots to mail them at least seven days ahead of their state's deadlines for them to arrive. He said mail still couldn't be delivered to about 4,600 addresses in North Carolina and 600 in Florida.
Georgia citizenship audit finds few noncitizens on voter rolls
Georgia's top elections official said Wednesday that a check of voter rolls found that 20 of the 8.2 million people registered to vote in the state aren't U.S. citizens.
Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger said during a news conference that the voter registrations for those people had been canceled and they will be referred to local prosecutors for potential criminal charges. His office said none of those people has cast a ballot in November's general election, but nine of the 20 had voted in previous elections and the other 11 had no record of voting.
Additionally, there are 156 people whose citizenship status requires additional investigation and his office has opened case files for those individuals, Raffensperger said.
While the potential for noncitizens to register or vote has gotten a lot of attention as a Republican talking point in this election year, data indicates that voting by noncitizens is rare.
> Read more about Georgia voter rolls
Historic hurricane destruction hasn't stopped early voting in North Carolina
About three weeks after Hurricane Helene pummeled western North Carolina, the Hot Springs Community Center was still caked in mud. A paper sign hung on the door warning visitors to use "extreme caution" until the building could be inspected. The reason for the damage was scribbled at the top of the page: water inundation.
Like many other buildings in the town of about 500 people, flood waters left the center in ruin. That was one of many problems for election officials in Madison County, who had been planning to use the center as one of their three locations for early voting.
Finding a new place to set up voting machines was among the countless hurdles elections officials, poll workers and voters have had to manage since Helene brought widespread death and destruction to the region.
Officials settled on the Hot Springs Senior Meal Site as the town's new early voting location. It has been a big adjustment for Dean Benfield, who has been a poll worker for more than 20 years. She and her colleagues had a routine at the community center that was now disrupted.
Still, the voters came when the polls opened, on time, for early voting last week. Benfield, who leads the polling place, described it as a "big day," with more than 50 voters eventually casting ballots.
> Read more about voting in North Carolina
Harris warns that anyone who doesn't cow to Trump could face punishment if he were elected
Her comments outside the vice president's residence come as Trump complained again about the "enemy within."
"Let's be clear about who he considers to be the enemy within," Harris said. "Anyone who refuses to bend a knee or dares to criticize him would qualify in his mind as the enemy within. Like judges, like journalists, like non-partisan election officials."
Harris says Trump wants a military that would be loyal to him above all, not to the American people
Her comments Wednesday come after Trump's former chief of staff John Kelly said Trump wanted military generals like Adolf Hilter's.
"Surely you can't mean Hitler's generals," Kelly recalled asking Trump in an interview in The Atlantic. To which the former president responded, "Yeah, yeah, Hitler's generals."
Harris said the comments were shocking unacceptable and were a window "into who Donald Trump really is from the people who know him best, the people who have worked with him side by side in the Oval Office and situation room."
Trump will be heading back to Georgia as he tries to lock down support in the battleground state
Trump has two events Wednesday including a "Believers and Ballots Faith Town Hall" with the state's Lt. Gov. Burt Jones at Christ Chapel in Zebulon, Georgia. He'll then hold a rally in Duluth on Wednesday evening.
Last month, a special prosecutor announced he decided not to pursue charges against Jones over efforts to overturn Donald Trump's 2020 presidential election loss in the state.
Jones was one of 16 state Republicans who met at the Georgia Capitol in December 2020 to sign a certificate stating Trump had won Georgia and declaring themselves the state's "duly elected and qualified" electors even though Democrat Joe Biden had been declared the state's winner.
Efforts by Russia, Iran and China to sway US voters may escalate, new Microsoft report says
Foreign adversaries have shown continued determination to influence the U.S. election -- and there are signs their activity will intensify as Election Day nears, Microsoft said in a report Wednesday.
Russian operatives are doubling down on fake videos to smear Vice President Kamala Harris' campaign, while Chinese-linked social media campaigns are maligning down-ballot candidates who are critical of China, the company's threat intelligence arm says.
Meanwhile, Iranian actors who allegedly sent emails aimed at intimidating U.S. voters in 2020 have been surveying election-related websites and major media outlets, raising concerns they could be preparing for another scheme this year, the tech giant said.
The report serves as a warning - building on others from U.S. intelligence officials - that as the nation enters this critical final stretch and begins counting ballots, the worst influence efforts may be yet to come. U.S. officials say they remain confident that election infrastructure is secure enough to withstand any attacks from American adversaries. Still, in a tight election, foreign efforts to influence voters are raising concern.
> Read more about foreign influence in the election
Biden's national security adviser mum on interest in serving Harris
White House national security adviser Jake Sullivan is keeping his cards close to the vest on whether he'd be up for serving in a potential Kamala Harris administration.
"I really, unfortunately, have no comment on my future," said Sullivan, a key architect of President Joe Biden's foreign policy, when asked about the prospects of him serving in a future Democratic administration at a Brookings Institution forum in Washington on Wednesday.
Sullivan, 47, has served as a key adviser to Biden, Barack Obama and former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. His wife is Maggie Goodlander, a former Justice Department official in the Biden administration. Goodlander is running for the House seat being vacated by retiring Democratic Rep. Annie Kuster.
Wisconsin sees high turnout on the first day of in-person absentee voting
At least 97,000 people in Wisconsin cast absentee ballots in person on the first day they could, leading to long waits at some polling sites that were made worse by an overwhelmed computer system that clerks use to process ballots.
Republicans and Democrats have been pushing voters to cast ballots early, leading to the surge and reports of people waiting in line for hours at clerks' offices and other polling places around the state Tuesday.
The Wisconsin Elections Commission reported Wednesday that 97,436 people voted in-person on Tuesday. That is up from 79,774 who cast ballots on opening day of in-person voting in 2020. However, due to the COVID-19 pandemic that year, in-person voting numbers were down while absentee voting by mail was higher.
> Read more about voting in Wisconsin
Trump says he plans to vote early in this year's presidential election
The former president has long denigrated early voting and vote-by-mail as part of his longstanding practice of casting doubt on the security of elections. He told Fox News Radio on Wednesday that he's "very mixed on it."
But he also says he's pleased by reports that large numbers of Republicans are submitting their ballots before Election Day on Nov. 5.
Trump is registered to vote in Florida.
Donald Trump is making more false claims that Kamala Harris isn't campaigning
Speaking on Fox News Radio on Wednesday, Trump claimed the Democratic vice president is taking Wednesday and Thursday off.
She isn't. Harris is visiting a Philadelphia deli Wednesday to thank supporters before attending a CNN town hall in the evening. On Thursday, she goes to Atlanta to hold a rally with former President Barack Obama and rock star Bruce Springsteen.
Trump this week called Harris "lazy as hell" and claims he's campaigning harder than she is.
Harris' town hall Wednesday night takes the place of a second debate she offered to do with Trump. The former president and Republican nominee rejected that offer. He'll be in the Atlanta area this evening at an event hosted by the pro-Trump Turning Point Action group.
Gov. Tim Walz, his wife Gwen and son Gus went to a polling place in St. Paul to cast their ballots early
It's the first time voting for Gus, who just turned 18.
"I'm excited about it," Walz told reporters Wednesday on his way in to the Ramsey County Elections office.
Minnesota started early in-person voting Sept. 20 but the governor has been on the campaign trail most of the time since Vice President Kamala Harris picked him as her running mate.
Tim and Gwen Walz also voted early at the same office in 2022.
Kamala Harris will visit a Philadelphia deli to thank volunteers on Wednesday
Driving up turnout in the city is critical for her chances in Pennsylvania, a crucial battleground state.
Harris is visiting Pennsylvania for a CNN town hall in nearby Delaware County, where she'll take questions from undecided voters. Her campaign said the town hall was arranged when Donald Trump declined to participate in a second debate with the vice president.
Harris ad shows a Texas woman who lost baby and nearly died from sepsis amid strict abortion ban
A new series of Kamala Harris campaign ads seek to highlight increasingly perilous medical care for women since the fall of Roe v. Wade by telling the story of a Texas woman who got a life-threatening infection when she couldn't get proper treatment after she miscarried and how she may no longer be able to have children.
In one ad, the woman identified only as Ondrea details how excited she was to have a girl only to find out that the baby wouldn't survive after her water broke too early. She was denied an abortion and eventually went into labor.
"Immediately after her birth, I was in the worst pain of my life," she says, as she and her husband are pictured in her living room near a framed photo of the baby's ultrasound. She then developed sepsis, a life-threatening pregnancy complication.
The ad is part of a final push by the Democratic nominee to highlight how medical care has grown increasingly unstable for pregnant woman -- including for those who never intended to end a pregnancy -- since three justices appointed to the  Supreme Court by then-President Donald Trump helped overturned abortion rights.
Ondrea blames Trump for her situation.
"It almost cost me my life, and it will affect me for the rest of my life," she says in the ad.
> Read more about Harris' new ads on abortion
Housing on the ballot: Harris, Trump push different plans for tackling housing affordability crisis
Millions of Americans can't afford to buy a home or rent a suitable apartment, making housing a central issue for voters in the upcoming presidential election.
The biggest single reason homeownership is out of reach for many is there aren't nearly enough homes for sale to balance out the market between buyers and sellers.
The shortfall, which some economists say ranges from 1 million to around 4 million homes, has for the better part of the last decade fueled bidding wars that boosted the median sales price of a previously occupied U.S. home to an all-time high of $426,900 in June.
Higher mortgage rates have also kept many home shoppers on the sidelines.
Against this backdrop, Vice President Kamala Harris and former President Donald Trump have put out proposals they contend will make the American Dream accessible to more Americans.
Harris' campaign has laid out a detailed roadmap of policies aimed at expanding access to affordable housing both for homebuyers and renters that includes offering first-time homebuyers up to $25,000 in down payment assistance and tax incentives for builders and federal funds for cities to speed up construction.
Trump says he'll create tax incentives for homebuyers, cut "unnecessary" regulations on home construction and make some federal land available for residential construction, though the campaign's platform doesn't include any details.
> Read more about the housing issue in this election
Trump wanted generals like Hitler's and said Nazi leader 'did some good things,' John Kelly claims
Donald Trump's longest-serving chief of staff is warning that the Republican presidential nominee meets the definition of a fascist and that while in office, Trump suggested that Nazi leader Adolf Hitler "did some good things."
The comments from John Kelly, the retired Marine general who worked for Trump in the White House from 2017 to 2019, came in interviews with both The New York Times and The Atlantic. They build on a a growing series of warnings from former top Trump officials as the election enters its final weeks.
Kelly has long been critical of Trump and previously accused him of calling veterans killed in combat "suckers" and "losers." Still, his new warnings came just two weeks before Election Day, as Trump seeks a second term vowing to dramatically expand his use of the military at home and suggesting he would use force to go after Americans he considers "enemies from within."
"He commented more than once that, 'You know, Hitler did some good things, too,'" Kelly recalled to The Times. Kelly said he would usually quash the conversation by saying "nothing (Hitler) did, you could argue, was good," but that Trump would occasionally bring up the topic again.
In his interview with The Atlantic, Kelly recalled that when Trump raised the idea of needing "German generals," Kelly would ask if he meant "Bismarck's generals," referring to Otto von Bismarck, the former chancellor of the German Reich who oversaw the unification of Germany. "Surely you can't mean Hitler's generals," Kelly recalled asking Trump. To which the former president responded, "Yeah, yeah, Hitler's generals."
Trump's campaign denied these stories Tuesday, with Steven Cheung, a Trump campaign spokesman, arguing Kelly has "beclowned himself with these debunked stories he has fabricated."
> Read more about John Kelly's claims
A Supreme Court reshaped by Trump has a low profile in this presidential campaign
Conservatives already have a supermajority on the Supreme Court as a result of Donald Trump's presidency. If Trump wins a second term, the right side of the court could retain control for several more decades.
Justices Clarence Thomas, 76, and Samuel Alito, 74, are the two oldest members of the court. Either, or both, could consider stepping down knowing Trump, a Republican, would nominate replacements who might be three decades younger.
"With President Trump and a Republican Senate, we could have a generation of conservative justices on the bench in the Supreme Court," South Carolina Sen. Lindsey Graham, the top Republican on the Senate Judiciary Committee, recently wrote on X.
That's exactly what worries Christina Harvey, executive director of the progressive group Stand Up America. "The real key here is Trump prevention. If Trump wins again, he could solidify right-wing control of the Supreme Court for decades," Harvey said.
Yet the nation's highest court has a lower profile than it did in the past two presidential campaigns. That's despite an early summer ruling on presidential immunity that insured Trump would not have to stand trial before the Nov. 5 election on charges of interference in the 2020 election and other consequential decisions on abortion, guns, affirmative action and the environment.
> Read more about the Supreme Court
Trump targets hardcore partisans, Harris goes after moderates: Inside the campaign's final sprint
In battleground Pennsylvania, Kamala Harris warned that democracy and reproductive rights were at stake as she campaigned alongside a former Republican congresswoman.
Going to the same state the day before, Donald Trump served French fries at a closed McDonald's.
As the 2024 presidential contest speeds to its conclusion on Nov. 5, Harris and Trump are embracing wildly different strategies to energize the coalitions they need to win. Both are making bets that will prove prescient or ill-advised.
Trump's team has largely abandoned traditional efforts to broaden his message to target moderate voters, focusing instead on energizing his base of fiery partisans and turning out low-propensity voters -- especially young men of all races -- with tough talk and events aimed at getting attention online.
Harris is leaning into a more traditional all-of-the-above playbook targeting the narrow slice of undecided voters that remain, especially moderates, college-educated suburbanites, and women of all races and education. More than Trump, she's going after Republican women who may have supported rival Nikki Haley in this year's GOP primary and are dissatisfied with the former president.
> Read more about the candidates' campaign strategies
A man accused of threatening to kill Democratic election officials will likely plead guilty
A man accused of repeatedly threatening to kill the top elections officials in Colorado and Arizona as well as judges and federal law enforcement agents is expected to plead guilty in federal court Wednesday.
Teak Ty Brockbank, 45, of Cortez, Colorado, has been jailed since his Aug. 23 arrest. Now he's scheduled to appear in court for a change of plea hearing after previously pleading not guilty to one count of making interstate threats. His lawyer notified the court that Brockbank wanted to change his plea. In federal court, "guilty" is the only other option.
According to a detention motion, Brockbank told investigators he's not a "vigilante" and that he hoped his posts would simply "wake people up."
Investigators say Brockbank began to express the view that violence against public officials was necessary in late 2021 and proceeded to make multiple threats against Colorado Secretary of State Jena Griswold and former Arizona Secretary of State Katie Hobbs, now the state's governor, and the others.
> Read more about the threats against officials
Trump says the Biden administration must find out who leaked Israel's plan for attacking Iran
Trump said the Biden administration needs to find out who leaked classified documents detailing Israel's plans for a potential retaliatory attack on Iran, implying there are "methods" that could be used to learn who was responsible.
"It's a terrible situation," Trump said in an interview with radio talk show host Mark Levin. "You've got to find out the person that did it."
Trump said it is easy to find the leakers, "but we don't use methods anymore where you can do that. We give the criminals such latitude. We are not allowed to find them."
The former president also criticized the leak of the Supreme Court draft opinion that overturned Roe v. Wade in 2022.
"I thought the leaks from the Supreme Court was just a shame," he said. "I think that's something that also should be found out."
British Prime Minister Keir Starmer rejects a claim by Trump's campaign that his Labour Party is illegally interfering in the US presidential election
A statement Tuesday night on Trump's website announced an official complaint had been filed with the Federal Election Commission against the Labour Party and the Harris-Walz campaign for "illegal foreign campaign contributions and interference in our elections."
The complaint referred to media reports about meetings between Labour and Democrat officials, and a now-deleted LinkedIn post in which a Labour staffer said there were "nearly 100 Labour Party staff (current and former) going to the U.S. in the next few weeks" to swing states.
Starmer said any party members in the U.S. were there as volunteers.
"That's what they've done in previous elections, is what they're doing in this election," he told reporters as he traveled to Samoa for a meeting of Commonwealth leaders.
Starmer said the kerfuffle would not jeopardize the relationship he's tried to build with Trump.

"I spent time in New York with President Trump, had dinner with him, and my purpose in doing that was to make sure that between the two of us we established a good relationship, which we did, and I was very grateful to him for making the time," he said.
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Pennsylvania high court gives voters provisional option if their mail ballots get rejected
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                    FILE - This is an official Pennsylvania mail-in ballot in Pittsburgh, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)


                

            
        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            MARK SCOLFORO and MARC LEVY

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) -- Pennsylvania's highest court on Wednesday said people whose mail ballots are rejected for not following technical procedures in state law can cast provisional ballots, a decision sure to affect some of the thousands of mail-in votes likely to be rejected this fall.
The Supreme Court ruled 4-3 that Butler County's Republican-majority election board must count provisional ballots that were cast by two voters after they learned their mail-in ballots were voided because they arrived without mandatory secrecy envelopes.
The decision was a legal defeat for the Republican National Committee and the state Republican Party, which had argued Butler County had correctly rejected the provisional ballots cast during the April primary.
Secrecy envelopes keep ballots concealed as elections workers open the stamped outer envelopes used to mail the whole packets back. Voters also must sign and date the exterior envelopes. Pennsylvania voters have so far applied for more than 1.9 million mail ballots. 

    


The two voters had received emails notifying them of the "naked ballot" problem, and they both went to their polling places on the primary election day and cast provisional ballots. They sued after learning the Butler County Board of Elections also rejected their provisional ballots, and a county judge upheld the election officials' decisions. 




Mail-in ballot rules in Pennsylvania changed drastically under a 2019 law, widely expanding their use and producing a series of lawsuits. Pennsylvania's status as the swing state with the most electoral votes in the close presidential election, now in its final two weeks, puts the court decision under heightened scrutiny as the parties scrape for votes.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Most counties -- but not all -- help inform voters in advance of Election Day that their mail-in ballot will be rejected, giving them the opportunity to cast a provisional ballot at their polling place, according to the American Civil Liberties Union of Pennsylvania.

    


"The General Assembly wrote the Election Code with the purpose of enabling citizens to exercise their right to vote, not for the purpose of creating obstacles to voting," wrote Justice Christine Donohue for the majority. 
In a dissent joined by the other Republican on the court and one of the five Democratic justices, Justice Kevin Brobson argued the two voters had already cast their ballots by mail, so the provisional ballots they also cast should not be counted.
He said voters have to follow election laws, whether that means using the secrecy envelope or showing up at the polls during the time they are open. State lawmakers could have told election boards to count provisional ballots under such circumstances, Brobson wrote.
"The General Assembly, however, clearly did not, and this Court is not at liberty to make additions or modifications to the unambiguous statutory language in order to effectuate that result," Brobson said. 
An ACLU lawyer involved in the case, Witold Walczak, said Wednesday the decision applies across the state, that all voters whose mail-in ballots are disqualified for any reason will be allowed to cast valid provisional ballots. 


    


"In the end, this is about not two votes counting or zero votes counting, it's about one vote counting," Walczak said. "If your first vote does not count, as with these disqualified mail ballots, the provisional ballot must count. You're entitled to have one vote counted."
Walczak expects the number of disqualified mail-in ballots to be in the tens of thousands in this year's election.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/pennsylvania-voting-election-mail-ballots-f9a5e83b330a4555a779230e4bc3d139



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Politics
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            U.s. news
          
        

      

      Entertainment

      
        Music Review: Muna frontwoman Katie Gavin makes her solo debut with folky, evocative 'What A Relief'
      

      
        A playwright in Africa hopes to break the cultural silence on rape
      

      
        Louis McCartney will lead 'Stranger Things: The First Shadow' on Broadway
      

      
        Samuel L. Jackson lauded at MoMA film benefit by close family and friends
      

      
        Lana Del Rey did marry alligator swamp tour guide Jeremy Dufrene in Louisiana, document shows
      

      
        Before Taylor Swift show in New Orleans, a homeless encampment is forced to move
      

      
        Pixies' Black Francis on 'The Night the Zombies Came,' 35 years of 'Doolittle' and Steve Albini
      

      
        Tim Burton talks about his dread of AI as an exhibition of his work opens in London
      

      
        GloRilla conquers self-doubt on her path to becoming one of hip-hop's most promising voices
      

      
        'Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage' expands the 'Big Bang Theory' universe
      

      
        
          	
            Politics
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            U.s. news
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Music Review: Muna frontwoman Katie Gavin makes her solo debut with folky, evocative 'What A Relief'

    Music Review: Muna frontwoman Katie Gavin makes her solo debut with folky, evocative 'What A Relief'

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            FILE - Katie Gavin of Muna performs at the Reading Music Festival, England, on Aug. 27, 2023. (Photo by Scott Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)
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            Singer Katie Gavin from the band Muna performs during the All Things Go Music Festival on Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, at Forest Hills Stadium in Forest Hills, N.Y. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)
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            FILE - Katie Gavin of the band MUNA performs during the LA Pride in the Park festival at Los Angeles State Historic Park on June 8, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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                                        On "What a Relief," the debut solo album from Katie Gavin, the Muna frontwoman tackles love, family and selfhood through folk and country twang that departs from the band's usual dance-forward pop. 
Don't worry, this isn't the end of Muna -- the trio of Gavin, Naomi McPherson and Josette Maskin are still making and performing music together. Her bandmates participate here, too, with Maskin playing on seven of the 12 songs. But Gavin's solo project -- the first away from the band for any of the three since it formed in 2013 -- is a defined, separate entity. These songs, written over seven years, are the introverted folk siblings of the band's extroverted pop. 
Take "Sparrow," a striking song that opens with the sounds of birds. Over a guitar melody, Gavin sings about longing for a sparrow's call, a signal she's assigned to a lover. "Come winter, come winter/I lost my lover," she sings, her tone steady. "Just like the birds/She'd up and gone." 

    


While she waits, sick trees are treated with chemicals, inadvertently killing the birds that call them home. "The earth had been poisoned," she explains. "And I was still listening/For sparrow song." 




A closer listen reveals that the chirps aren't taken from nature after all, but electronic. 
That combination of natural and synthetic forces, of beauty alongside melancholy, is at the heart of "What a Relief."
Another example: On "The Baton," Gavin considers motherhood on top of an airy synth, flexible fiddle and drumbeat. It's the fiddle that amplifies lyrics about generational trauma, healing and learning, like a folk tale shared across generations. The synth, swelling underneath, is Gavin's modern twist.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"I'd pass her the baton and/I'd say you better run," she sings of a hypothetical daughter, "'Cause this thing has been going/For many generations/But there is so much healing/That still needs to be done." 

    


Gavin's album reveals her specific inner life, examining relationships less frequently covered in Muna's work -- like the ones between mother and daughter, mother and dog, Mother Earth and her creatures.
Romantic relationships aren't ignored, however, but they are made complicated. Indie rock singer-songwriter Mitski duets with Gavin on "As Good As It Gets," a happy-sad ode to a partnership that has reached a leveling point. Perhaps it's for the best, the duo concedes, when love's magic melts into the mundane. 

Gavin channels Alanis Morissette in the bridge of the addictive "Aftertaste," the single that introduced her as a solo artist. She's preoccupied with a partner who is gone, but painfully front-of-mind. 
"And I'm living/On the aftertaste," she sings in the chorus. "Don't you tell me it's too late." 
Like the ache it describes, her words and their upbeat delivery linger. It's evocative of Gavin's best songwriting -- a deeply felt experience.
___
For more AP reviews of recent music releases, visit: https://apnews.com/hub/music-reviews
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            Oliva Ouedraogo performs in her own play "Queen" (known by its French name "Reine") about rape and incest, at the Acte Sept cultural center in Bamako, Mali, on Oct. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Seydou Camara)
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            Oliva Ouedraogo performs in in her own play, "Queen" (known by its French name "Reine",) about rape and incest, at the Acte Sept cultural center in Bamako, Mali, on Oct. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Seydou Camara)
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            Oliva Ouedraogo performs in her own play, "Queen" (known by its French name "Reine") about rape and incest, at the Acte Sept cultural center in Bamako, Mali, on Oct. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Seydou Camara)
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                                        BAMAKO, Mali (AP) -- Under a spotlight in an otherwise dark room, Oliva Ouedraogo held up a piece of fabric that looked stained with blood. "Long live the girl!" she cried, her voice competing with the loud hum of a generator.
Ouedraogo was starring in her own play -- "Queen" (known by its French name "Reine") -- at the Acte Sept cultural center in Bamako, Mali, earlier this month. More performances are planned in Ouagadougou, the capital of Burkina Faso.
It depicts the fictional journey of a girl who is raped by her stepfather on the night of his marriage to her mother, and decides to speak out against her family's wishes. Ouedraogo said she wrote the play to address the culture of silence about rape and sexual assault.
"I cannot understand that you could be raped, and it's you who is considered dirty, trash and -- excuse my language -- a whore. It's you who must hide from the world," she said.

    


Ouedraogo began acting in plays at 11 or 12, when she took interest in a theater company near her childhood home in Burkina Faso. She said what pushed her to write "Queen" was her anger that rape victims feel obliged to stay quiet in order to avoid familial conflict.




"I have to break this barrier of silence. In Africa, these barriers are here. Too many," she said.
Adama Traore, director of Acte Sept, said sexual violence is felt in every corner of the world, from Africa to Europe, but is rarely talked about. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"So, at some point, we need to be able to confront the audience with these dark sides of ourselves," he said.
In Mali, gender-based violence is widespread and underreported. A 2018 health survey by the Malian National Institute of Statistics reported that 45% of women aged 15-49 have experienced physical or sexual violence in their lives, the vast majority of this perpetrated by a family member - mostly their husbands, followed by parental figures. The report noted that of those that have experienced this violence, 68% have never spoken about it to anyone.

    


In comparison, the Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network in the United States reports that one in nine girls under the age of 18 experience sexual abuse or assault. Amnesty says one in 20 women aged 15 and over in the European Union has been raped. 
Mariama Samake, the director of the Malian organization Girl in Distress, said the culture of silence that Ouedraogo campaigns against is widespread. 
"I can say that in every family, we have girls that have been victims of rape," she said. "Mali is a patriarchal society, so these victims are forced to keep quiet, to not speak."
Ouedraogo said that she hopes that governments can prioritize laws that protect victims, and that talking about sexual assault in the open can encourage them to speak about it and get help.
"There is not a space where these victims can find each other, or have psychological care or a psychologist who can listen to them, talk to them. There just aren't. So we see these girls and we say that 'She's crazy, she's not well in the head,' but no. There is something she has suffered, and that she just can't express," she said.

    


"So for me, the question is how to push these victims to come out of the shadows."

___ The Associated Press receives financial support for global health and development coverage in Africa from the Gates Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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            This image released by Netflix shows Louis McCartney who will star in the stage play "Stranger Things: The First Shadow" on Broadway. (Netflix via AP)
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            FILE - Louis McCartney poses for photographers on arrival at the Critics' Circle Theatre Awards in central London, on Monday, March 25, 2024. McCartney will star in the stage play "Stranger Things: The First Shadow" on Broadway. (Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Something wicked this way comes: Louis McCartney who starred in the play "Stranger Things: The First Shadow" in London will reprise his creepy monster on Broadway.
"It's such a privilege to be able to tell this story in another part of the world," McCartney tells The Associated Press. "I'm ecstatic to be able to fly across the pond and be able to do that all over again, but better, in New York."
Set in Indiana 20 years before the events of the Netflix show's first season, the play focuses on the life of McCartney's Henry Creel as a shy, awkward teen. Fans of the TV show will know the teen becomes the villainous monster Vecna in the fourth season. 
"If you haven't watched 'Stranger Things,' then this is a great opportunity for you to have an introduction because it's a prequel," he says. "It is it's own standalone story and it's got everything in it that will make you love 'Stranger Things' again."

    


The Belfast-born, London-based McCartney got the role after an open casting call and earned raves portraying a teen with psychic and psychokinetic abilities. He says the Broadway version will be even better, accommodating a larger theater.




"It's a new playground," he says. "Imagine what we've done now but times 10. If the illusions go up, then the story has to go up. I think there's more story to tell. And I think we can go deeper."
" Stranger Things: The First Shadow " will begin performances on March 28, 2025, ahead of an official opening of April 22, 2025. The original story is by the Duffer Brothers, Jack Thorne and Kate Trefry and is directed by Stephen Daldry and co-directed by Justin Martin.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
McCartney was a diehard "Stranger Things" fan but had no plans to be a stage actor. He trained in screen work and credits Daldry and Martin with seeing his potential.
He says "Stranger Things: The First Shadow" is world-bending and mesmerizing with demogorgons and special effects, but it is grounded in heartfelt tragedy, especially his doomed Henry, a "Hamlet"-like figure, who was played on TV by Jamie Campbell Bower.

    


"It's this character with the weight of the world on his shoulders. He can't understand what's wrong with him. He wants to know what's going on inside of his mind, like every 14-year-old boy does," he says. 
"It's all built on love. That's what's so sad about it -- every single thing he does, he does it for love. He's pulled in each and every direction."
The play is set in 1959, where audiences meet the troubled teenage Henry as he moves to Hawkins, Indiana, with his damaged dad and overprotective mom. Pets start to wind up dead, and the radio begins going haywire, among other odd phenomenon.
McCartney has drawn on his own childhood to capture that moment when a teen's voice starts cracking and they are shy and lacking of social skills, especially around girls. 

"I sort of felt alienated from everybody else at times. But then I also felt included, and people began to understand who I was," says McCartney. "It's very cathartic with Henry Creel. It's very easy to cry on stage with this writing. It's so in touch with what everybody else feels."
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            Stars including Denzel Washington, Spike Lee and Sofia Coppola sang the praises of Samuel L Jackson as the iconic actor was honored at the Museum of Modern Art's 2024 Film Benefit. (Oct. 24)
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            Samuel L. Jackson was honored Wednesday at the Museum of Modern Art's 2024 Film Benefit in New York, where he discussed his favorite roles in films - from Stacks in "Goodfellas" to Jules in "Pulp Fiction." (Oct. 24)
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            Honoree Samuel L. Jackson, right, and wife LaTanya Richardson Jackson attend the 16th annual Museum of Modern Art Film Benefit, presented by Chanel, honoring him on Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP)
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            Denzel Washington, far right, poses with his children Malcolm Washington, left, Katia Washington and Olivia Washington at the 16th annual Museum of Modern Art Film Benefit, presented by Chanel, honoring Samuel L. Jackson on Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP)
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            Spike Lee, left, and Tonya Lewis Lee attend the 16th annual Museum of Modern Art Film Benefit, presented by Chanel, honoring Samuel L. Jackson on Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP)
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            Emily Mortimer, left, and Alessandro Nivola attend the 16th annual Museum of Modern Art Film Benefit, presented by Chanel, honoring Samuel L. Jackson on Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP)
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            Natasha Lyonne attends the 16th annual Museum of Modern Art Film Benefit, presented by Chanel, honoring Samuel L. Jackson on Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The Museum of Modern Art was filled with expletives and laughter Wednesday evening as Samuel L. Jackson's family and friends celebrated the actor and director's storied career of box office hits, larger-than-life characters and explosive one-liners at the annual film benefit.
Jackson, known for his infamous F-bombs, stuck to a more sentimental speech at the benefit while his friends and family honored him with some of his choicer one liners.
"I've been fortunate enough to play a wide array of characters where I have learned something new about the human experience with each and every one, and I always carry a piece of them as I carry on," he said.
At 75, Jackson has built a Hollywood legacy that stretches across 40 years. From playing in action packed blockbusters as Mace Windu in "Star Wars" or Nick Fury in the Marvel universe to the iconic Quentin Tarantino characters of the foulmouthed Jules in "Pulp Fiction" and Ordell in "Django Unchained," Jackson has shown time and time again that he can effortlessly transform himself with each new role. His versatility is what has catapulted him into movie stardom.

    


But Jackson's career is not only defined by acting on screen in movies and T.V. He has lended his cinematic talents to Broadway where he played Martin Luther King Jr. in "The Mountaintop" and Doaker Charles in "Piano Lesson."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In between the clips from Jackson's illustrious career, an intimate circle of Jackson's family and friends going back to his college days at Morehouse took to the stage to honor him.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
His wife LaTanya Richardson Jackson joked at the benefit how she questioned Jackson's acting abilities up until the point she saw him in "Pulp Fiction." Before he decided on acting, she said, Jackson was studying to be a marine biologist. 
"Fast forward, I saw Pulp Fiction and I sat in that theater, and I started crying," she said." I said my life is over, he's going to be a movie star."

    


Actor Denzel Washington first worked with Jackson in 1979 and has since marked 45 years of friendship with the actor. He recently produced the August Wilson adaptation of "The Piano Lesson" for Netflix, which features his long-time friend. At the event, Washington said he remembers learning from and watching Jackson perform onstage as a lead in a play while he was once the understudy.
"I wish I was half the character actor that he is, " Washington said.
Filmmaker Spike Lee first saw Jackson acting with his wife on their former college campus. Since their college days, Lee has gone on to cast Jackson in "Jungle Fever", "Do the Right Thing" and "Chi-Raq."
"I was blown away by their talent," he said of Jackson and Richardson Jackson. "I knew that if god willing if I became a filmmaker that these great artists would be in my films."
Actress Brie Larson and filmmaker George Lucas both sent in video messages, praising Jackson's incredible catalog and his loving personality. Other speakers of the night who shared kind words and a handful of F-bombs for Jackson included Tony Award-winning director Kenny Leon and actor Walton Goggins. 

    


Closing the night was a performance by Nigerian singer and Grammy Award winner Tems. 
As the latest MoMA film benefit honoree, Jackson joins past recipients including Martin Scorsese, Tom Hanks, Julianne Moore, Cate Blanchett and Quentin Tarantino. The New York museum's 16th annual benefit, presented in partnership with Chanel, raises money to preserve and bring movies into the museum's collection.

"As we celebrate film tonight, let's remember the power it has to change lives and inspire future generations that benefit from MoMA's acquisition and preservation of films like the ones that ignited the dreams of a little black kid sitting in the segregated Tennessee movie theater that is standing before you now," Jackson said in his speech.
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Lana Del Rey did marry alligator swamp tour guide Jeremy Dufrene in Louisiana, document shows
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                    FILE - Lana Del Rey appears at the Pre-Grammy Gala in Beverly Hills, Calif., on Feb. 3, 2024. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- It is official. Lana Del Rey and alligator swamp tour guide Jeremy Dufrene did marry in Louisiana last month.
After a few weeks of speculation about the status of their relationship, Del Rey and Dufrene's marriage license was signed and returned to the Lafourche Parish Clerk of Court, where it was filed on Friday.
The document, obtained by The Associated Press, lists Los Angeles pastor Judah Smith, who has been Justin Bieber's pastor, as the officiant. The fifth track on Del Rey's 2023 album, "Did You Know That There's a Tunnel Under Ocean Blvd" is titled "Judah Smith Interlude," on which Smith is a credited co-writer.
TMZ initially reported on Sept. 26 that the singer, born Elizabeth Woolridge Grant, and Dufrene had obtained a marriage license. The Associated Press confirmed a license had been obtained from the Lafourche Parish Clerk of Court on Sept. 23, but it was not immediately returned and processed.

    


In the state of Louisiana, marriage licenses are meant to be returned by the officiant to the issuing office within 10 days of the ceremony, but exceptions are made, the clerk's office said. The license was due to expire on Wednesday.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    


On Sept. 26, at 3:33 p.m., the license says, Del Rey, 39, and Dufrene, 49, tied the knot in Des Allemands, Louisiana, in the bayou where he works as a captain at Airboat Tours by Arthur. The license lists a home in Des Allemands, an unincorporated community in St. Charles Parish, as the residence for both Del Rey and Dufrene. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
It is unclear when the couple started dating, but there are photos of the pair together dating back to 2019, when Del Rey took one of Dufrene's tours.
The 11-time Grammy nominated artist has long been celebrated for her nostalgic, romantic pop, which often references images of vintage Americana. She's released nine studio albums and is perhaps best known for her Top 10 hit, "Summertime Sadness" from her multiplatinum 2012 album, "Born to Die."

Representatives for Del Rey did not confirm the marriage when reached for comment last month and did not immediately respond to a request for comment Wednesday.
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Before Taylor Swift show in New Orleans, a homeless encampment is forced to move
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            Louisiana officials have begun moving a homeless encampment near the Superdome in New Orleans, days before three weekend concerts by Taylor Swift. Advocates for homeless people say the move disrupts those from finding long-term housing.
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            Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries agents assist state police as they give instructions to people living in a homeless encampment to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            A man in a homeless encampment lays among possessions after Louisiana State police gave instructions for them to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 20 | 
            People living in a homeless encampment pick up belongings after Louisiana State police gave instructions for them to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            A Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development employee paints a support under an elevated expressway that was cleared out after Louisiana State police gave instructions to people living in a homeless encampment there to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            People living in a homeless encampment pick up belongings after Louisiana State police gave instructions for them to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            A man living in a homeless encampment sweeps up after Louisiana State police gave instructions for them to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            People living in a homeless encampment pick up belongings after Louisiana State police gave instructions for them to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Possessions sit under an overpass as Louisiana State police, right, give instructions to people living in a homeless encampment to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            People living in a homeless encampment pick up belongings after Louisiana State police gave instructions for them to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Possessions left behind are seen as Louisiana State police give instructions to people living in a homeless encampment to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Louisiana State police give instructions to people living in a homeless encampment to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Possessions sit on a cart as Louisiana State police give instructions to people living in a homeless encampment to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Louisiana State police give instructions to people living in a homeless encampment to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            A man in a homeless encampment sits among possessions after Louisiana State police gave instructions for them to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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        Before Taylor Swift show in New Orleans, a homeless encampment is forced to move
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                                    Louisiana officials have begun moving a homeless encampment near the Superdome in New Orleans, days before three weekend concerts by Taylor Swift. Advocates for homeless people say the move disrupts those from finding long-term housing.
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            Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries agents assist state police as they give instructions to people living in a homeless encampment to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            A man in a homeless encampment lays among possessions after Louisiana State police gave instructions for them to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            People living in a homeless encampment pick up belongings after Louisiana State police gave instructions for them to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            A Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development employee paints a support under an elevated expressway that was cleared out after Louisiana State police gave instructions to people living in a homeless encampment there to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries agents assist state police as they give instructions to people living in a homeless encampment to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            People living in a homeless encampment pick up belongings after Louisiana State police gave instructions for them to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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                                    People living in a homeless encampment pick up belongings after Louisiana State police gave instructions for them to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            A man living in a homeless encampment sweeps up after Louisiana State police gave instructions for them to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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                                    A man living in a homeless encampment sweeps up after Louisiana State police gave instructions for them to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            People living in a homeless encampment pick up belongings after Louisiana State police gave instructions for them to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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                                    People living in a homeless encampment pick up belongings after Louisiana State police gave instructions for them to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Possessions sit under an overpass as Louisiana State police, right, give instructions to people living in a homeless encampment to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Louisiana State police give instructions to people living in a homeless encampment to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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                                    Louisiana State police give instructions to people living in a homeless encampment to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            People living in a homeless encampment pick up belongings after Louisiana State police gave instructions for them to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            New Orleans City council member Lesli Harris talks on the phone as Louisiana State police give instructions to people living in a homeless encampment to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            People living in a homeless encampment pick up belongings after Louisiana State police gave instructions for them to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Possessions left behind are seen as Louisiana State police give instructions to people living in a homeless encampment to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Louisiana State police give instructions to people living in a homeless encampment to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Louisiana State police give instructions to people living in a homeless encampment to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Possessions sit on a cart as Louisiana State police give instructions to people living in a homeless encampment to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Louisiana State police give instructions to people living in a homeless encampment to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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                                    Louisiana State police give instructions to people living in a homeless encampment to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            A man in a homeless encampment sits among possessions after Louisiana State police gave instructions for them to move to a different pre-designated location as they perform a sweep in advance of a Taylor Swift concert in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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                                        NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- In anticipation of three Taylor Swift concerts, which could draw around 150,000 visitors to New Orleans' Superdome this weekend, state authorities on Wednesday began clearing a nearby homeless encampment.
Roughly 75 people who were living in tents beneath an overpass would be relocated roughly two blocks away, Louisiana State Police said. Advocates said the sweep would disrupt progress in finding long-term, permanent housing for those affected. Other people without shelter living in the historic, tourist-dependent French Quarter neighborhood would also be moved to the same location, officials said.
Gov. Jeff Landry's spokesperson said the move was taken to address homelessness and safety issues, linking the effort to the upcoming concerts and February's Super Bowl. 
"As we prepare for the city to host Taylor Swift and Super Bowl LIX, we are committed to ensuring New Orleans puts its best foot forward when on the world stage," Landry's communications director, Kate Kelly, said in a statement issued to local media.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Before Taylor Swift show in New Orleans, a homeless encampment is forced to move
    

    
    
    AP's Lisa Dwyer reports homeless advocates in New Orleans are angry over a forced moved in advance of a Taylor Swift concert.

    


    


Later, in a statement to The Associated Press, Kelly stressed that the move only involved a short distance and that safety was a concern. "Only the most dangerous blocks -- where homeless regularly walk across busy streets -- are being shut down," she said.




Initial plans to break up the encampment near the dome came to light Monday. It is unclear when plans were made to move to the location roughly two blocks away. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
City Council member Lesli Harris, whose district includes the area, said she and housing advocates had been told the move would be made Thursday. "They're suddenly here, on Wednesday morning, springing this on us," Harris said. 
Martha Kegel, executive director of Unity of Greater New Orleans, a nonprofit that seeks permanent housing for unsheltered people, said moving the encampment was better than disbanding it as advocates had initially feared. But she said it was still a needless and harmful endeavor, as well as a waste of state and federal tax money earmarked for sheltering those without homes. 

    


Many of those in the camp have mental illnesses and are distrustful of authorities and those trying to help them, Kegel said. 
"Some people were frightened and left, and that's not good," she said. "Because then all the work that we did to assess them and document their disabilities and, you know, work with them on their housing plan has now been wasted."
Among those making the move Wednesday was Terrence Cobbins. Taking a break from gathering his belongings, he said he was told to move because of the upcoming concerts. "They ain't never did it before for other people," he said. "Why Taylor Swift?" He said he wasn't happy about the disruption, "I can't do nothing about it."
City Council President Helena Moreno issued a statement calling for better state and city coordination to address homelessness.
Kegel said her agency should have been contacted, noting that the concert dates were announced months ago. "We could have accomplished what the governor wanted in a humane and rational way and not just push people a couple of blocks away or scatter them," she said.

There was no indication that Swift or the NFL -- which, four years ago, set the 2025 Super Bowl for New Orleans -- had any input in the decision to move the camp. Emailed requests for comment were sent to Swift representatives and the league Wednesday afternoon.

    


___
Associated Press journalists Gerald Herbert in New Orleans and Sara Cline in Baton Rouge contributed to this report.
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            Black Francis is reflecting on the "existential experience" of touring musicians as the Pixies release their tenth studio album, "The Night the Zombies Came." (Oct. 24)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The undead, Medieval-themed suburban restaurants, the mall. Druidism, decapitated chickens, rebirth. Church, sheep slaughter, science fiction. These are a few, not all, of the topics touched upon on the Pixies' 10th studio album, "The Night the Zombies Came."
A 13-track kaleidoscopic collection of songs -- their first with new bassist Emma Richardson -- the album veers from folk to punk to psychedelia and back again and in between, never neatly fitting into a particular formula.
In truth, "The Night the Zombies Came" plays out more like a film, each song a small vignette. Frontman and visual artist Black Francis, born Charles Thompson, says that's particularly evident in their slow or midtempo songs -- the ones where they value space and reverb -- an energetic choice as well as a musical one. 
"When you play, like, surf music, but you kind of dress it up in a little bit of a tuxedo or whatever, and you end up coming up with something that's a little more spaghetti Western, right? Or more and you know, Ennio Morricone," he says. "We're not very good at any particular genre. We like all of the genres of so-called popular music."

    


That's evident across "The Night the Zombies Came." Eclectic folk moments pull influence from Shirley Collins; Black's chanty monotone on "Jane (The Night the Zombies Came)" is all Baxter Dury meets Sleaford Mods, though he says the song is "a mixture of Lou Reed and church music." The quirky palm-muted guitar pop of "Hypnotized" is loosely written in the style of a sestina, a poetic form. Closer "The Vegas Suite" is based off the 1950s standard "Que Sera, Sera."




"There isn't really a unifying theme," Francis says -- and there really hasn't been one on any of the Pixies' albums.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
But listeners, of course, are free to draw their own connections: Like the one that might be made between "Ernest Evans," a rollicking burst about American singer Chubby Checker, best known for "The Twist" and "Kings of the Prairie," inspired by Mexican troubadours touring the West Coast. There, the image of an exhaustive performance schedule -- the open road, an endless sea of motel doors and gigging -- feels like a thematic throughline in an album of unexpected turns.

    


And it works: the Pixies have always been outsiders; it's what makes their music connect.
Earlier this year, the Pixies' "Doolittle," one of the great alternative rock records of the last few decades -- and certainly the one that cemented his band as an eccentric, strange, revolutionary force in guitar music soon to be acknowledged by the mainstream -- turned 35. Francis isn't one to use an anniversary as a tool for reflection, rather, suggesting that his relationship with the album has remained the same. "I think we knew we were doing good work at the time," he says. "We were glad people liked it."
"At the risk of sounding faux-humble, it's not really my position to kind of go, 'Well, here's how my music sits in the pantheon of records and what it means and all that (expletive),'" he says. "It's hard to talk about your own records as being quote-unquote influential or important or whatever because yeah, it sounds a little crass."

    


"Doolittle" follows "Surfer Rosa," the band's canonized 1988 album known to Nirvana fans the world over as the one that inspired Kurt Cobain's songwriting on the 1991 landmark album "Nevermind." It's one many fans have been returning to in 2024, following the untimely death of its legendary producer, Steve Albini after a heart attack in May. He was 61.

"It was nice, in a way, to work with someone who wasn't taking it all too seriously, wasn't taking us that seriously, was a little sort of almost dismissive," he says of working with Albini. "That is a tone ... that one can take when you're making your art or whatever that can be useful. It can be useful to not take it all too seriously. That you have to be willing to just go, 'It's good, but we could just also destroy it all right now and start over.' I mean, you have to not be so precious about it."
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            The imagination of Tim Burton has produced ghosts and ghouls, Martians, monsters and misfits - all on display at an exhibition that is opening at London's Design Museum just in time for halloween. (Oct. 23)
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            Creations are on display at The World of Tim Burton exhibition at the Design Museum, in London, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. The major exhibition sees Tim Burton's personal archives on display for the first time, featuring 600 items from his nearly fifty years long career. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            A reproduction of Tim Burton' studio is seen as part of The World of Tim Burton exhibition at the Design Museum, in London, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. The major exhibition sees Tim Burton's personal archives on display for the first time, featuring 600 items from his nearly fifty years long career. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Objects and creations are on display at The World of Tim Burton exhibition at the Design Museum, in London, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. The major exhibition sees Tim Burton's personal archives on display for the first time, featuring 600 items from his nearly fifty years long career. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            A member of staff poses at The World of Tim Burton exhibition at the Design Museum, in London, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. The major exhibition sees Tim Burton's personal archives on display for the first time, featuring 600 items from his nearly fifty years long career. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Objects and creations are on display at The World of Tim Burton exhibition at the Design Museum, in London, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. The major exhibition sees Tim Burton's personal archives on display for the first time, featuring 600 items from his nearly fifty years long career. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Objects and creations ore on display at The World of Tim Burton exhibition at the Design Museum, in London, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. The major exhibition sees Tim Burton's personal archives on display for the first time, featuring 600 items from his nearly fifty years long career. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            People walk at The World of Tim Burton exhibition at the Design Museum, in London, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. The major exhibition sees Tim Burton's personal archives on display for the first time, featuring 600 items from his nearly fifty years long career. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            A member of staff walks through The World of Tim Burton exhibition at the Design Museum, in London, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. The major exhibition sees Tim Burton's personal archives on display for the first time, featuring 600 items from his nearly fifty years long career. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            A member of staff poses next to a creation part of The World of Tim Burton exhibition at the Design Museum, in London, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. The major exhibition sees Tim Burton's personal archives on display for the first time, featuring 600 items from his nearly fifty years long career. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            A person walks at The World of Tim Burton exhibition at the Design Museum, in London, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. The major exhibition sees Tim Burton's personal archives on display for the first time, featuring 600 items from his nearly fifty years long career. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Objects and creations are on display The World of Tim Burton exhibition at the Design Museum, in London, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. The major exhibition sees Tim Burton's personal archives on display for the first time, featuring 600 items from his nearly fifty years long career. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Objects and creations are on display at The World of Tim Burton exhibition at the Design Museum, in London, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. The major exhibition sees Tim Burton's personal archives on display for the first time, featuring 600 items from his nearly fifty years long career. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Objects and creations are on display at The World of Tim Burton exhibition at the Design Museum, in London, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. The major exhibition sees Tim Burton's personal archives on display for the first time, featuring 600 items from his nearly fifty years long career. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            16 of 18 | 
            A member of staff poses at The World of Tim Burton exhibition at the Design Museum, in London, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. The major exhibition sees Tim Burton's personal archives on display for the first time, featuring 600 items from his nearly fifty years long career. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            A member of staff poses at The World of Tim Burton exhibition at the Design Museum, in London, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. The major exhibition sees Tim Burton's personal archives on display for the first time, featuring 600 items from his nearly fifty years long career. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Objects and creations are on display at The World of Tim Burton exhibition at the Design Museum, in London, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. The major exhibition sees Tim Burton's personal archives on display for the first time, featuring 600 items from his nearly fifty years long career. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Creations are on display at The World of Tim Burton exhibition at the Design Museum, in London, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. The major exhibition sees Tim Burton's personal archives on display for the first time, featuring 600 items from his nearly fifty years long career. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            A reproduction of Tim Burton' studio is seen as part of The World of Tim Burton exhibition at the Design Museum, in London, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. The major exhibition sees Tim Burton's personal archives on display for the first time, featuring 600 items from his nearly fifty years long career. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Objects and creations are on display at The World of Tim Burton exhibition at the Design Museum, in London, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. The major exhibition sees Tim Burton's personal archives on display for the first time, featuring 600 items from his nearly fifty years long career. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            A member of staff poses at The World of Tim Burton exhibition at the Design Museum, in London, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. The major exhibition sees Tim Burton's personal archives on display for the first time, featuring 600 items from his nearly fifty years long career. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Objects and creations are on display at The World of Tim Burton exhibition at the Design Museum, in London, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. The major exhibition sees Tim Burton's personal archives on display for the first time, featuring 600 items from his nearly fifty years long career. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            A member of staff walks through The World of Tim Burton exhibition at the Design Museum, in London, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. The major exhibition sees Tim Burton's personal archives on display for the first time, featuring 600 items from his nearly fifty years long career. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            A member of staff poses next to a creation part of The World of Tim Burton exhibition at the Design Museum, in London, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. The major exhibition sees Tim Burton's personal archives on display for the first time, featuring 600 items from his nearly fifty years long career. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            A person walks at The World of Tim Burton exhibition at the Design Museum, in London, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. The major exhibition sees Tim Burton's personal archives on display for the first time, featuring 600 items from his nearly fifty years long career. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Objects and creations are on display The World of Tim Burton exhibition at the Design Museum, in London, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. The major exhibition sees Tim Burton's personal archives on display for the first time, featuring 600 items from his nearly fifty years long career. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Objects and creations are on display at The World of Tim Burton exhibition at the Design Museum, in London, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. The major exhibition sees Tim Burton's personal archives on display for the first time, featuring 600 items from his nearly fifty years long career. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    15 of 18

                                    
                                    Objects and creations are on display at The World of Tim Burton exhibition at the Design Museum, in London, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. The major exhibition sees Tim Burton's personal archives on display for the first time, featuring 600 items from his nearly fifty years long career. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            16 of 18 | 
            A member of staff poses at The World of Tim Burton exhibition at the Design Museum, in London, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. The major exhibition sees Tim Burton's personal archives on display for the first time, featuring 600 items from his nearly fifty years long career. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            A member of staff poses at The World of Tim Burton exhibition at the Design Museum, in London, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. The major exhibition sees Tim Burton's personal archives on display for the first time, featuring 600 items from his nearly fifty years long career. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Objects and creations are on display at The World of Tim Burton exhibition at the Design Museum, in London, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. The major exhibition sees Tim Burton's personal archives on display for the first time, featuring 600 items from his nearly fifty years long career. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- The imagination of Tim Burton has produced ghosts and ghouls, Martians, monsters and misfits -- all on display at an exhibition that is opening in London just in time for Halloween.
But you know what really scares him? Artificial intelligence.
Burton said Wednesday that seeing a website that had used AI to blend his drawings with Disney characters "really disturbed me."
"It wasn't an intellectual thought -- it was just an internal, visceral feeling," Burton told reporters during a preview of "The World of Tim Burton" exhibition at London's Design Museum. "I looked at those things and I thought, 'Some of these are pretty good.' ... (But) it gave me a weird sort of scary feeling inside."
Burton said he thinks AI is unstoppable, because "once you can do it, people will do it." But he scoffed when asked if he'd use the technology in this work. 

    


"To take over the world?" he laughed.
The exhibition reveals Burton to be an analogue artist, who started off as a child in the 1960s experimenting with paints and colored pencils in his suburban Californian home.
"I wasn't, early on, a very verbal person," Burton said. "Drawing was a way of expressing myself."




Decades later, after films including "Edward Scissorhands," "Batman," "The Nightmare Before Christmas" and "Beetlejuice," his ideas still begin with drawing. The exhibition includes 600 items from movie studio collections and Burton's personal archive, and traces those ideas as they advance from sketches through collaboration with set, production and costume designers on the way to the big screen.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
London is the exhibition's final stop on a decade-long tour of 14 cities in 11 countries. It has been reconfigured and expanded with 90 new objects for its run in the British capital, where Burton has lived for a quarter century.
The show includes early drawings and oddities, including a competition-winning "crush litter" sign a teenage Burton designed for Burbank garbage trucks. There's also a recreation of Burton's studio, down to the trays of paints and "Curse of Frankenstein" mug full of pencils.

    


Alongside hundreds of drawings, there are props, puppets, set designs and iconic costumes, including Johnny Depp's "Edward Scissorhands" talons and the black latex Catwoman costume worn by Michelle Pfeiffer in "Batman Returns."
"We had very generous access to Tim's archive in London, stuffed full of thousands of drawings, storyboards from stop-motion films, sketches, character notes, poems," said exhibition curator Maria McLintock. "And how to synthesize such a wide ranging and meandering career within one exhibition was a fun challenge -- but definitely a challenge."
Seeing it has not been a wholly fun experience for Burton, who said he's unable to look too closely at the items on display.
"It's like seeing your dirty laundry put on the walls," he said. "It's quite amazing. It's a bit overwhelming."
Burton, whose long-awaited horror-comedy sequel "Beetlejuice Beetlejuice" opened at the Venice Film Festival in August, is currently filming the second series of Netflix' Addams Family-themed series "Wednesday."

    


These days he is a major Hollywood director whose American gothic style has spawned an adjective -- "Burtoneqsue." But he still feels like an outsider.
"Once you feel that way, it never leaves you," he said.
"Each film I did was a struggle," he added, noting that early films like "Pee-wee's Big Adventure" from 1985 and "Beetlejuice" in 1988 received some negative reviews. "It seems like it was a pleasant, fine, easy journey, but each one leaves its emotional scars."
McLintock said Burton "is a deeply emotional filmmaker."
"I think that's what drew me to his films as a child," she said. "He really celebrates the misunderstood outcast, the benevolent monster. So it's been quite a weird but fun experience spending so much time in his brain and his creative process.

"His films are often called dark," she added. "I don't agree with that. And if they are dark, there's a very much a kind of hope in the darkness. You always want to hang out in the darkness in his films."
___
"The World of Tim Burton" opens Friday and runs until April 21, 2025.
___
Associated Press journalist Kwiyeon Ha contributed to this story.
___
This story has corrected that the Catwoman costume is from "Batman Returns," not "Batman."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/tim-burton-exhibition-london-e7573131723cd2266de04b90d655a1c7
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GloRilla conquers self-doubt on her path to becoming one of hip-hop's most promising voices

    GloRilla conquers self-doubt on her path to becoming one of hip-hop's most promising voices

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 5 | 
            It's been a "crazy" year for hit-making Memphis rapper GloRilla, who met Beyonce, visited the White House and is now a regular at Pittsburgh Steelers games. Her debut album is "Glorious." (Oct. 22)
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            GloRilla poses for a portrait on Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)
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            This album cover image released by Interscope Records/Collective Music Group shows "Glorious" by GloRilla. (Interscope Records/Collective Music Group via AP)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- GloRilla burst onto the hip-hop scene, lighting up the rap world a couple years ago with breakout tracks like " Tomorrow " and " F.N.F. (Let's Go) " -- even snagging a Grammy nomination. But as her name skyrocketed, so did the pressure.
With critics predicting GloRilla's career would fizzle, she found herself overthinking every move. The noise shook her confidence, leading her to pause and reassess before getting back in the game.
"They started downing me. It was kind of getting to me," said the Memphis-born rapper, who recently released her debut studio album, "Glorious," which features several popular performers including Megan Thee Stallion, Latto, Sexyy Red, Kirk Franklin, T-Pain, Kierra Sheard and BossMan Dlow. On her album, she wanted to showcase her versatility blending romance, gospel and crunk-infused melodies.

    


But before GloRilla could bring her new project to life, she had to rediscover her rhythm as an artist.
"Anytime I would put out a song, they weren't really feeling it," said the 25-year-old rapper, whose Hitkidd-produced song "F.N.F. (Let's Go)" was nominated for best rap performance at the 2023 Grammys. "I lost a little confidence. But I knew I could get it back. That's why I didn't give up. ... I took it as motivation."




GloRilla, a choir girl turned husky-voiced rap queen, held onto her faith. She hit the studio more, made affirmations, cleared her mind, adopted a consistent workout routine and and let the creativity flow. That combination led to the release of her mixtape "Ehhthang Ehhthang" with tracks like " Wanna Be " featuring Megan Thee Stallion and the breakout hit " Yeah Glo!," which had fans buzzing while catching the attention of LeBron James and even President Joe Biden.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"I was shocked," she said. "I knew it was a good song. Every time I played it for people, they loved it. I didn't know it would go as crazy as it did."

    


GloRilla might've been surprised by the track, but Yo Gotti saw her potential as a hitmaker all along. He was captivated by her genuine character and rap flow, powered by her unmistakable Southern drawl.
"It's the authenticity," said the rapper-music executive who signed GloRilla to his Collective Music Group label in 2022. He's known for rap anthems such as "Down in the DM," "Rake It Up" with Nicki Minaj and "Act Right" featuring Jeezy and Y.G.
"Even when she talks about the struggles throughout this journey, it's refreshing," said Yo Gotti, a fellow Memphis native. "I don't think many artists do that. Everybody wants to play perfect. I think that's why so many people gravitate to her. She relates to real people."
Through Yo Gotti's mentorship, GloRilla found someone she can trust. 
"Anytime I have problem, he's always giving me great advice," she said. "He's already been through the mistakes, so he tries to steer me away from that. He's always telling me the right thing to do."
Last year, GloRilla was met with devastation after a deadly stampede toward the end of her concert in upstate New York killed three women. She said the deaths left her "heartbroken" and investigators found no criminal wrongdoing.

    


GloRilla's public reputation seemed untarnished following the tragedy, and her profile has grown in recent months to make her one of rap's most promising new voices.
"She's a star," Yo Gotti said. "Not just the creation of music. She understands how to work, the honesty and dedication to the art. Sometimes you want to be a star, but don't understand what it takes. You got to have it all, and she does."
So far this year, GloRilla has served as a guest performer on the domestic leg of Megan Thee Stallion's Hot Girl Summer Tour, where she gained more confidence performing in sold-out arenas. 
GloRilla recently performed at entrepreneur Michael Rubin's star-studded party where she hit the stage in front of popular figures such as Leonardo DiCaprio, Drake, Tom Brady, Kim Kardashian and Travis Scott. A few months ago, Rihanna posted a video of her dancing to GloRilla's "TGIF," a single from her new album, which debuted No. 5 on the Billboard 200 chart.

    


In March, GloRilla attended a women's history month event at the White House. She met with Biden and eventual Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, tweaking her song "Yeah Glo!" to "Yeah Joe!" during the visit.
Last month, Beyonce called GloRilla one of her favorite young artists. She was also presented with the key to the city of Memphis by the mayor for her achievements as an entertainer and visited the Pittsburgh Steelers training camp, where she met head coach Mike Tomlin and players from her favorite team.
In all, GloRilla is living a dream.

"Sometimes I think I'm going to wake up and this is not going to happen no more," she said. "It hasn't hit me all the way. I'm living it and going through the motions, but it still doesn't feel real sometimes."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/glorilla-interview-glorious-49e226df8afba9deb99eee6be3a7e1ab
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            "Georgie & Mandy's First Wedding" stars Montana Jordan and Emily Osment say when young twin girls aren't available to play their on-screen daughter, a "scary" and "extremely expensive animatronic baby" is used instead.
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            FILE - Montana Jordan, left and Emily Osment pose for a portrait to promote "Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage" during the Summer Television Critics Association Press Tour in Pasadena, Calif., on July 13, 2024. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Montana Jordan poses for a portrait to promote "Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage" during the Summer Television Critics Association Press Tour in Pasadena, Calif., on July 13, 2024. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Emily Osment poses for a portrait to promote "Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage" during the Summer Television Critics Association Press Tour in Pasadena, Calif., on July 13, 2024. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Steven Molaro poses for a portrait to promote "Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage" during the Summer Television Critics Association Press Tour in Pasadena, Calif., on July 13, 2024. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Chuck Lorre poses for a portrait to promote "Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage" during the Summer Television Critics Association Press Tour in Pasadena, Calif., on July 13, 2024. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Rachel Bay Jones, left and Will Sasso pose for a portrait to promote "Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage" during the Summer Television Critics Association Press Tour in Pasadena, Calif., on July 13, 2024. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 13 | 
            FILE - Montana Jordan, left and Emily Osment pose for a portrait to promote "Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage" during the Summer Television Critics Association Press Tour in Pasadena, Calif., on July 13, 2024. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)
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            This image released by CBS shows Montana Jordan as Georgie, left, and Emily Osment as Mandy in a scene from "Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage." (Troy Harvey/CBS Entertainment via AP)
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            FILE - Steve Holland poses for a portrait to promote "Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage" during the Summer Television Critics Association Press Tour in Pasadena, Calif., on July 13, 2024. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)
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            This image released by CBS shows Rachel Bay Jones, from left, Montana Jordan, and Will Sasso in a scene from "Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage." (Troy Harvey/CBS Entertainment via AP)
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            This image released by CBS shows Montana Jordan as Georgie, right, and Emily Osment as Mandy in a scene from "Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage." (Troy Harvey/CBS Entertainment via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            13 of 13 | 
            This image released by CBS shows Montana Jordan as Georgie, left, and Emily Osment as Mandy in a scene from "Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage." (Troy Harvey/CBS Entertainment via AP)
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            FILE - Montana Jordan, left and Emily Osment pose for a portrait to promote "Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage" during the Summer Television Critics Association Press Tour in Pasadena, Calif., on July 13, 2024. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Montana Jordan poses for a portrait to promote "Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage" during the Summer Television Critics Association Press Tour in Pasadena, Calif., on July 13, 2024. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)
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                                    FILE - Montana Jordan poses for a portrait to promote "Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage" during the Summer Television Critics Association Press Tour in Pasadena, Calif., on July 13, 2024. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Emily Osment poses for a portrait to promote "Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage" during the Summer Television Critics Association Press Tour in Pasadena, Calif., on July 13, 2024. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 13

                                    
                                    FILE - Emily Osment poses for a portrait to promote "Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage" during the Summer Television Critics Association Press Tour in Pasadena, Calif., on July 13, 2024. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Steven Molaro poses for a portrait to promote "Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage" during the Summer Television Critics Association Press Tour in Pasadena, Calif., on July 13, 2024. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)
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                                    FILE - Steven Molaro poses for a portrait to promote "Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage" during the Summer Television Critics Association Press Tour in Pasadena, Calif., on July 13, 2024. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 13 | 
            FILE - Chuck Lorre poses for a portrait to promote "Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage" during the Summer Television Critics Association Press Tour in Pasadena, Calif., on July 13, 2024. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)
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                                    FILE - Chuck Lorre poses for a portrait to promote "Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage" during the Summer Television Critics Association Press Tour in Pasadena, Calif., on July 13, 2024. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Rachel Bay Jones, left and Will Sasso pose for a portrait to promote "Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage" during the Summer Television Critics Association Press Tour in Pasadena, Calif., on July 13, 2024. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)
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                                    FILE - Rachel Bay Jones, left and Will Sasso pose for a portrait to promote "Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage" during the Summer Television Critics Association Press Tour in Pasadena, Calif., on July 13, 2024. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Montana Jordan, left and Emily Osment pose for a portrait to promote "Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage" during the Summer Television Critics Association Press Tour in Pasadena, Calif., on July 13, 2024. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)
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                                    FILE - Montana Jordan, left and Emily Osment pose for a portrait to promote "Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage" during the Summer Television Critics Association Press Tour in Pasadena, Calif., on July 13, 2024. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)
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            This image released by CBS shows Montana Jordan as Georgie, left, and Emily Osment as Mandy in a scene from "Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage." (Troy Harvey/CBS Entertainment via AP)
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                                    This image released by CBS shows Montana Jordan as Georgie, left, and Emily Osment as Mandy in a scene from "Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage." (Troy Harvey/CBS Entertainment via AP)
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            FILE - Steve Holland poses for a portrait to promote "Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage" during the Summer Television Critics Association Press Tour in Pasadena, Calif., on July 13, 2024. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)
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                                    FILE - Steve Holland poses for a portrait to promote "Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage" during the Summer Television Critics Association Press Tour in Pasadena, Calif., on July 13, 2024. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)
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            This image released by CBS shows Rachel Bay Jones, from left, Montana Jordan, and Will Sasso in a scene from "Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage." (Troy Harvey/CBS Entertainment via AP)
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            This image released by CBS shows Montana Jordan as Georgie, right, and Emily Osment as Mandy in a scene from "Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage." (Troy Harvey/CBS Entertainment via AP)
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                                    This image released by CBS shows Montana Jordan as Georgie, right, and Emily Osment as Mandy in a scene from "Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage." (Troy Harvey/CBS Entertainment via AP)
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            This image released by CBS shows Montana Jordan as Georgie, left, and Emily Osment as Mandy in a scene from "Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage." (Troy Harvey/CBS Entertainment via AP)
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                                    This image released by CBS shows Montana Jordan as Georgie, left, and Emily Osment as Mandy in a scene from "Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage." (Troy Harvey/CBS Entertainment via AP)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Chuck Lorre is responsible for some of the most successful sitcoms of all time. He says he has the recipe for success, and it's simpler than you'd think. 
"The whole thing boils down to great actors and great scripts. And if either one of those is missing, it doesn't work," he told The Associated Press.
Lorre's latest venture, alongside his longtime collaborators, Steven Molaro and Steve Holland, is "Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage," a CBS sequel to their hit series "Young Sheldon." The latter is a prequel of "The Big Bang Theory," which Lorre, Molaro and Holland worked on for its run from 2007 through 2019.
The CBS series, which airs on Thursdays, stars Montana Jordan and Emily Osment reprising their roles from "Young Sheldon." Jordan plays Georgie Cooper, Sheldon's older brother, and Osment plays Mandy McAllister, Georgie's new wife. The series follows the pair as they navigate young parenthood with a newborn daughter while also adapting to their new marriage. 

    


Unlike their previous series, though, "Georgie & Mandy" taps into a crucial part of what made fans love "The Big Bang Theory" -- it's filmed in the old-school multi-camera format.




Multi-camera sitcoms date back to classics like "I Love Lucy" and "The Mary Tyler Moore Show," but "The Big Bang Theory" stands alone as a highly successful modern sitcom filmed in the format with an audience.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Georgie & Mandy's First Marriage" will carry on that practice with a live studio audience and a traditional sitcom feel. Holland, who is an executive producer with Lorre and Molaro, said the goal was to separate it from its predecessor so it didn't feel like "'Young Sheldon' 2.0 or something."
"We've always had a soft spot for multi-cam and seeing this cast and seeing how they sort of spark together, the thought of putting them in front of an audience like a theatrical experience seemed great," Holland said. 

    


Distancing the series from the character Sheldon Cooper, played by Iain Armitage in the prequel and Jim Parsons on "The Big Bang Theory," meant stepping away from a character they had worked on for 19 seasons, but Holland said it felt like they had "gone to that vein a lot."
"The chance to tell stories in this world where we don't know the future, or we know very little about the future, was exciting," he added. 
Speaking before the series began filming, Jordan, who had never worked on a multi-camera show before, said he was feeling optimistic about the new process. "I kind of just throw the nerves away, just get them out of my life, throw them out somewhere," he said.
"People fell in love with Georgie on 'Young Sheldon,' so I'm just gonna keep playing that, see how it goes," he added in his signature Southern drawl. 
Osment, however, is no stranger to studio audiences, having appeared as a teenager in Disney Channel's "Hannah Montana" with Miley Cyrus, followed by a starring role in "Young & Hungry" for five seasons on Freeform. She said she was looking forward to being back in front of an audience because she had "kind of forgotten what that feels like." 

    


Osment also added that she enjoys the moments when the cast breaks character by laughing. "That's fun too," she said. 
"Sometimes, you get the best stuff ever when you can't keep it together and sometimes, they use it. Especially with working with a baby. There's going to be moments of that," she said. "But we're good at that. We're good at rolling with it."
Georgie and Mandy's baby daughter Ceecee is portrayed by twins, Isabelle and Zariah Booko. 
Having a baby on set is "wonderful," said Osment, because adjustments are made to keep the atmosphere calm.
"The crew and the cast sort of soften. They don't speak very loudly in front of the baby. They don't overly try to touch up your wardrobe or your hair makeup because, like, your job is just to hold this precious, beautiful thing and people kind of leave you the heck alone."
When the Booko girls aren't available or the baby is in a scene but not really visible, Osment says "an extremely expensive animatronic baby" is brought in. 


    


"They get way more nervous when we go towards that robot baby," joked Osment. "Like, 'You guys have the real thing handled, but don't mess up this robot baby.'"
Lorre reiterated that this cast and the series, which is set in the '90s, was meant to be filmed in the multi-camera format. 
"Putting on a play in front of an audience is as fundamental as you can get to how to tell a story," he said.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/georgie-mandys-first-marriage-show-young-sheldon-6886e903b608c8f72ab4bd5ed3251d71
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