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        UN sounds new global warming alarm
        TORONTO - Current climate policies will result in global warming of more than 3 degrees Celsius by the end of the century, according to a United Nations report on Thursday --- more than twice the rise agreed to nearly a decade ago.

      

      
        Pope decries 'mad pursuit' of money
        VATICAN CITY - Pope Francis has urged the world's 1.4 billion Catholics to abandon the "mad pursuit" of money and instead devote themselves to their faith in a new encyclical letter, the highest form of papal teaching, released on Thursday.

      

      
        Chiang Mai 'ready for tourists next month'
        CHIANG MAI - Chiang Mai will be ready to welcome tourists in November in time for the high season, deputy governor Tosapol Phuanudom said on Thursday.

      

      
        Thai PM apologises for Tak Bai massacre
        Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra on Thursday apologised for the deaths two decades ago of 78 protesters who were piled up in army trucks, hours from the expiry of the statute of limitations on a case in which no state official has ever been convicted.

      

      
        Samui villa demolition runs into hurdles
        Authorities on the tourist island of Koh Samui are trying again to get 11 illegally built luxury villas demolished after their first attempt to do so earlier this week fell flat.

      

      
        Pathum Thani politician given 7.5 years for graft
        Veteran Pathum Thani politician Charn Phuangphet and six others have been sentenced to 7.5 years each in prison for corruption related to fund-relief funds.

      

      
        Minister defends Bangkok congestion fee plan
        The Ministry of Transport has rejected opposition criticism that its planned traffic congestion fee in Bangkok will favour the private sector, saying that the policy is designed to be accountable.

      

      
        Thailand on course for 2.8% growth
        The Ministry of Finance expects the Thai economy to grow by 2.8% this year and 3% next year, according to the head of the Fiscal Policy Office (FPO).

      

      
        Wife of 'Big Joke' answers theft charge
        The wife of the former high-profile police general Surachate "Big Joke" Hakparn reported to police on Thursday to answer charges of breaking into a condominium room and stealing valuables worth 5.7 million baht.

      

      
        Bank of Thailand defends inflation target
        Thailand's current inflation target range of 1% to 3% has "served pretty well" and should not be changed, a deputy central bank governor said on Thursday, as the government pushes for a higher price target to boost economic activity.
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                  UN sounds new global warming alarm                

                Climate could warm by 3.1C without more serious action to cut emissions, report warns
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                                TORONTO - Current climate policies will result in global warming of more than 3 degrees Celsius by the end of the century, according to a United Nations report on Thursday -- more than twice the rise agreed to nearly a decade ago.
A chronic lack of ambition and climate action by countries over the past three years means the goal to keep global warming below 1.5C will soon be dead, the annual Emissions Gap report by the UN Environment Programme has warned.

The report, which takes stock of countries' promises to tackle climate change compared with what is needed, finds the world faces as much as 3.1C (5.6F) of warming above pre-industrial levels by 2100 if governments do not take greater action on slashing planet-warming emissions.

Governments in 2015 signed up to the Paris Agreement and a cap of 1.5C warming to prevent a cascade of dangerous impacts.

"We're teetering on a planetary tightrope," UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres said in a speech on Thursday. "Either leaders bridge the emissions gap, or we plunge headlong into climate disaster."

Global greenhouse gas emissions rose by 1.3% between 2022 and 2023, to a new high of 57.1 gigatonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent, the report said.

Under current pledges to take future action, temperatures would still rise between 2.6C and 2.8C (4.7F and 5F) by 2100, the report found. That is in line with findings from the past three years.

"If we look at the progress towards 2030 targets, especially of the G20 member states ... they have not made a lot of progress towards their current climate targets for 2030," said Anne Olhoff, chief scientific editor of the report.

The world has currently warmed by about 1.3C. Nations will gather next month at the annual UN climate summit (COP29) in the capital of Azerbaijan, where they will work to build on an agreement made last year to transition away from fossil fuels.

Negotiations in Baku will help to guide countries as they update their emissions-cutting pledges, known as a nationally determined contribution (NDC), which are due in February 2025.

The report suggests that nations must collectively commit to and implement a cut of 42% on yearly greenhouse gas emissions by 2030, and reach 57% by 2035 for any hope of preventing warming beyond 1.5C -- a target now seen as likely out of reach.

Inger Andersen, executive director of the UN Environment Programme, urged countries to use the Baku talks to increase action on their NDCs. "Every fraction of a degree avoided counts," she said. 
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                  Pope decries 'mad pursuit' of money                

                New encyclical urges Catholics to 'rediscover the importance of the heart'
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                                VATICAN CITY - Pope Francis has urged the world's 1.4 billion Catholics to abandon the "mad pursuit" of money and instead devote themselves to their faith in a new encyclical letter, the highest form of papal teaching, released on Thursday.
Francis' fourth encyclical in his 11-year papacy largely abstains from talking about political issues, a departure from his earlier writings, which also addressed themes such as climate change and "trickle-down" economic policies.

"Dilexit nos" (He loved us) instead encourages believers to strengthen their religious lives. The world is living in an "age of superficiality", the pope says, and Catholics and other Christians "need to rediscover the importance of the heart".

"In a world where everything is bought and sold, people's sense of their worth appears increasingly to depend on what they can accumulate with the power of money," Francis writes.

"The love of Christ has no place in this perverse mechanism, yet only that love can set us free from a mad pursuit that no longer has room for a gratuitous love."

The 142-page text focuses on spiritual themes, rather than calls for concrete political action.

The pope's 2015 letter "Laudato Si'" (Praise Be) urged the world to care for the environment and has been credited by some world leaders with influencing discussions ahead of the 2016 Paris Agreement. His 2020 letter "Fratelli Tutti" (Brothers All) called for a reconsideration of economic policies in the aftermath of the global coronavirus pandemic.

The new letter instead offers reflections on a Catholic spiritual practice promoted by a 17th century French nun, Sister Margaret Mary Alacoque, who reportedly experienced several visions of Jesus.

Christians should emulate Jesus' love by also caring for those in need, the pope says. "There is no greater way for us to return love for love," he states.

Release of the papal document comes as Francis is leading a month-long summit of global Catholic leaders at the Vatican, which is expected to release its own text on Saturday.

Discussions around most of the divisive issues originally part of the summit's considerations, such as the possibility of letting women be ordained as Catholic clergy, have now been put on hold.
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                Work progressing to rehabilitate flood-damaged tourist sites and other locations
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                                CHIANG MAI - Chiang Mai will be ready to welcome tourists in November in time for the high season, deputy governor Tosapol Phuanudom said on Thursday.
He made the pledge after a meeting of a public-private sector group set up to discuss development in the provinces of the Upper North: Chiang Mai, Mae Hong Son, Lampang and Lamphun. The huge post-flood clean-up effort in Chiang Mai was among the topics discussed.

Many locations in Chiang Mai were severely affected by the recent flooding, including homes, schools, hotels, factories, hospitals, restaurants and tourist attractions, with estimated total damage of about 5 billion baht, Mr Tosapol said.

Participants in the meeting on Thursday agreed to press the government for more rehabilitation funds at the mobile cabinet meeting that has been scheduled for Chiang Mai on Nov 26, he said.

Work is continuing in Chiang Mai to rehabilitate many tourist attractions so that they can reopen during this busy time of year. Everything is expected to return to normal starting in November, he said.

Financial assistance from the government to flood victims in Chiang Mai so far has totalled more than 100 million baht, Mr Tosapol said.

Damage to hotels and lodgings in the floods was estimated to be around 500 million baht, said Paisan Sukcharoen, president of the Thai Hotels Association Northern Chapter. About 90% have undergone immediate restoration and should be ready to open by November, he said.

"The fact that the room booking rate has increased significantly during this time is encouraging," he said.

"If you do not book any hotel room in the city of Chiang Mai in advance, you might not get a place to stay because the booking rate now is over 90%," he said, adding that the cool weather is another factor bringing people to the North.
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                Paetongtarn 'deeply saddened' as clock ticks down on hopes for justice
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                                Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra on Thursday apologised for the deaths two decades ago of 78 protesters who were piled up in army trucks, hours from the expiry of the statute of limitations on a case in which no state official has ever been convicted.
The security crackdown in Tak Bai in the southern province of Narathiwat in 2004 caused the deaths of 85 people in all and was one of the most high-profile events of a separatist insurgency that had reignited that same year and has since killed more than 7,600 people.

"I am deeply saddened for what happened and apologise on behalf of the government," Ms Paetongtarn said, vowing to ensure no repeat of such events.

The Tak Bai massacre occurred while Ms Paetongtarn's father Thaksin was prime minister. He apologised two years ago for the incident but did not accept any responsibility for what happened.

The incident captured international attention and drew widespread condemnation, after 78 people were crushed to death or suffocated while bound and piled on top of each other in army trucks on a five-hour drive from Narathiwat to an army camp in Pattani.

Those who died were among hundreds of Muslim suspects who had been arrested earlier after a demonstration outside the Tak Bai police station. About 1,200 people had gathered there to demand the release from detention of six colleagues. A melee ensued and police fired into the crowd, killing seven.

All attempts to prosecute security personnel involved in the incidents have failed, including two in the past two months. The statute of limitations expires at midnight on Friday.

In August, a court in Narathiwat accepted a criminal lawsuit by victims' families against seven senior officials, among them a retired general and Pheu Thai MP, but they all failed to show up at a hearing. A separate case against eight other personnel filed by the attorney-general last month has made no progress.

Ms Paetongtarn said the incident should not be politicised, adding that the 20-year statue of limitations could not be extended because it would be a breach of the constitution, according to the Council of State, the government's legal advisory body.

Thai police have said they were actively tracking all 14 suspects and had issued Interpol red notices.

"Although the case is expiring, history and memories do not," Ratsada Manooratsada a lawyer for the victims' families told Reuters.

"(The families) will never forget because the perpetrators were not brought to justice." 

The most high-profile figure in the first case is Gen Pisal Wattanawongkiri, who was the commander of the 4th Army Region overseeing the southern provinces in 2004. A longtime friend of Thaksin, he was until recently a Pheu Thai list MP and had been claiming parliamentary immunity from having to stand trial.

Gen Pisal, 78, reportedly went abroad for medical treatment and has said he would return to Thailand on Oct 30. He sent a letter resigning from the Pheu Thai Party and is no longer an MP.

The first Tak Bai case involves the seven authorities involved in issuing and executing the orders that led to the deaths of the protesters. The second case involves army truck drivers who transported the prisoners from Narathiwat to Pattani, along with Maj Gen Chaloemchai Wirunpetch, then commander of the 5th Infantry Division. He is also named in the first case.


	Commentary: Tak Bai case could jeopardise peace
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                Occupants of 11 residences refuse to leave and project owner's lawyer files complaint
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                                Authorities on the tourist island of Koh Samui are trying again to get 11 illegally built luxury villas demolished after their first attempt to do so earlier this week fell flat.
Demolition work at the Ariya Residence project in tambon Maret was initially set to begin on Monday but authorities could not proceed as the project owner sent a lawyer to protest.

The process resumed on Wednesday following an order from Surat Thani deputy governor Nanthawat Charoenwan. In his capacity as acting governor, he ordered Koh Samui mayor Ramnet Jaikwang to enforce the administrative authority to have the buildings razed.

Officials arrived there to find the 11 villas occupied. The occupants refused to identify themselves or provide any information. Local authorities communicated with them through the doors about the demolition order and asked them to vacate the buildings.

Mr Ramnet said officials reported the obstruction on Monday to local police and were preparing to file a formal complaint when the deputy governor instructed him to enforce his administrative authority.

The mayor said he assigned legal specialist Panlop Meepian to supervise the demolition process upon receiving an order from provincial authorities.

Mr Panlop said a demolition notice was posted on the property and legal action would be taken against those who fail to comply. He said the municipality would hire a contractor to do the demolition work estimated to cost 11 million baht.

Administrative officials, police and troops were deployed to provide security and facilitate the work while authorities from relevant agencies observed.

Meanwhile, a lawyer representing the project owner has filed a complaint with police against the officials for alleged trespassing.

The project, comprising 34 luxury villas, is operated by BS 2 Brothers Co.

A complaint about illegal construction was lodged in 2019 with the Office of the Ombudsman. A subsequent investigation found that 11 villas had been built not in accordance with the approved design.

They were ordered demolished, but the project owner did not comply.
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                Charn Phuangphet and six others convicted over fishy procurement of flood-relief supplies in 2011
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                                Veteran Pathum Thani politician Charn Phuangphet and six others have been sentenced to 7.5 years each in prison for corruption related to fund-relief funds.
The sentence against Charn, a former long-time president of the Pathum Thani provincial administrative organisation (PAO), was handed down on Thursday in the Region 1 Criminal Court for Corruption and Misconduct Cases.

He and his co-defendants were found guilty of corruption and malfeasance in connection with their roles in the procurement of about a million baht worth of flood-relief supplies in 2011, when Charn was the Pathum Thani PAO chief.

They were initially given 10 years each but the sentences were reduced because they cooperated with the court when standing trial, according to the ruling.

Charn headed the Pathum Thani PAO for four consecutive terms before he ended up facing an investigation launched by the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) into his alleged misconduct.

The NACC in March 2021 concluded its investigation and found grounds to believe the seven had committed misconduct as suspected. It then brought the case to court.

According to the NACC investigation, misconduct was committed on two occasions in 2011 when Bangkok and surrounding provinces were enduring the worst floods in decades.

Charn contested the election for Pathum Thani PAO chairman on June 30 this year under the Pheu Thai Party banner. He narrowly defeated Pol Lt Gen Kamronwit, who ran on the Khon Rak Pathum (Love Pathum) ticket.

In addition to the 2011 misconduct case, which at the time was still before the court, Charn's victory was marred by allegations that he had violated the election law by organising a banquet intended to woo voters before polling day.

The Election Commission (EC) suspended Charn pending a court ruling in the corruption case, and later disqualified him completely after finding him guilty of the election law violation.

A new election was held on Sept 22 and won by Pol Lt Gen Kamronwit.
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                  Minister defends Bangkok congestion fee plan                

                Government says policy will be accountable, rejecting opposition claim that it will only help businesses
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                                The Ministry of Transport has rejected opposition criticism that its planned traffic congestion fee in Bangkok will favour the private sector, saying that the policy is designed to be accountable.
Deputy Transport Minister Surapong Piyachote was responding to a question raised by Suphanat Meenchainan, Bangkok MP of the opposition People's Party, during a House meeting on Thursday.

Transport Minister Suriya Jungrungreangkit has proposed a traffic congestion fee for motorists entering busy roads in Bangkok. The charges may range from 40 to 50 baht per vehicle for accessing congested roads served by electric train lines.

The fee will go towards a 200-billion-baht fund to buy back concessions from private companies that have invested in the rail system. The fund will finance a 20-baht flat-rate fare across all lines after the buyback.

The 20-baht fare was introduced a year ago on the Purple and Red lines operated by the perennially loss-making State Railway of Thailand and has helped increase passenger numbers by 26%.

Mr Suphanat said the government had it all wrong. He said it should focus on solving problems with public buses, which are the primary mode of transport, rather than imposing charges that drive more people to use electric trains, to the benefit of private concessionaires.

The MP also questioned the transport ministry's claim that it aims to reform the entire mass transit system within six months as promised. He said the chronic problem with extending bus transport coverage throughout the city has forced many commuters to take taxis instead.

"Why is it that the Ministry of Transport, directed by the ruling Pheu Thai Party, appears to be trying to generate money for the private sector, like electric train and expressway companies?" he asked.

"Are you at all confident that that you will succeed in tackling the mass transit problem?"

Mr Surapong responded that the ministry is working on measures to make the congestion fee collection method accountable. He added that the system will not benefit any business or investor.

According to a ministry report, 390,000 vehicles ply Bangkok roads daily, exacerbating air pollution.

The report showed that managing road transport helps with pollution mitigation, and Mr Surapong said a traffic policy plan is created around this.


	Editorial: Congestion fee questions
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                Officials at World Bank-IMF meeting discuss the challenges facing different Asean econmies
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                                The Ministry of Finance expects the Thai economy to grow by 2.8% this year and 3% next year, according to the head of the Fiscal Policy Office (FPO).
Pornchai Thiraveja said growth should pick up to 3% in 2025.

He made the remarks after a meeting between the Thai finance minister, representatives of Asean central banks and Kristalina Georgieva, managing director of the International Monetary Fund (IMF), during the World Bank and IMF annual meeting on Wednesday in Washington, DC, 

In July, the FPO predicted that the Thai economy would grow by 2.7% on average this year, rebounding from 1.9% in 2023. The National Economic and Social Development Council in August forecast 2.5% expansion this year.

World Bank and IMF said this week that achieving fiscal balance in Asean countries may require different time frames depending on the context of each nation, according to Mr Pornchai.

"Representatives from the World Bank and IMF have opined that member countries in the Southeast Asia region have different contexts and challenges, making it necessary to adjust fiscal balance over different time frames to suit each country's context," he said after a meeting of Southeast Asian delegates held alongside the World Bank-IMF meetings.

Deputy Finance Minister Paopoom Rojanasakul represented Thailand at the meeting.

According to Mr Pornchai, the meeting also discussed economic issues, balance adjustments to government budget spending, and fiscal measures to stimulate the economy. The latter are deemed necessary to maintain momentum for economic growth by improving the efficiency of public spending, strengthening domestic resource mobilisation, managing debt and applying digital technology.

Mr Paopoom highlighted Thailand's policies, including improving tax collection efficiency through digital technology and big data, and expanding the tax base by taxing online businesses and digital platforms.

He also proposed reducing unnecessary tax exemptions during the discussions.
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                Sirinadda Hakparn accused of breaking into condo and stealing B7.5m in valuables
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                                The wife of the former high-profile police general Surachate "Big Joke" Hakparn reported to police on Thursday to answer charges of breaking into a condominium room and stealing valuables worth 5.7 million baht.
Sirinadda Hakparn, accompanied by a lawyer, arrived at the Phra Khanong police station in Bangkok at 2.40pm to meet investigators after the Phra Khanong Criminal Court approved a warrant for her arrest.

Upon her arrival at the station, reporters pressed her for details, including the reported use of a keycard to open a condominium room belonging to someone else. "It's not true. I will assign my lawyer to handle any issues that cause damage," Ms Sirinadda said before meeting with investigators.

After a four-hour interrogation, Ms Sirinadda was released on bail of 105,000 baht. She avoided reporters on her way out of the station. Her lawyer said she denied all charges.

Thanattha Yodyiam, 50, a special lecturer at the Royal Police Cadet Academy in Sam Phran district of Nakhon Pathom, filed a complaint with police on Oct 20, accusing Ms Sirinadda of theft from her room in the Green Condo on Sukhumvit Soi 101 in Phra Khanong district of Bangkok.

The complainant said she lived with her husband Pheemphot Nomchobphitak in the unit on the seventh floor of the building before they moved to a condo in Salaya district of Nakhon Pathom, which was near their workplace at the police cadet academy.

The alleged theft occurred at about 2pm on Aug 18 this year, according to the complaint. On that day, Ms Thanattha asked her nephew Phongphat Voraket to get some items from her room at the Green Condo. Upon emerging from the  elevator, he saw Ms Sirinadda using a keycard to open the door.

Mr Phongphat phoned his aunt, who rushed back from Nakhon Pathom to check on her belongings at the Bangkok condo. She found that gold ornaments weighing 120 baht (1.8 kilogrammes) and 600,000 baht in cash had disappeared. The losses totalled 5.7 million baht.

Ms Thanattha said she and her husband had purchased the gold ornaments for their wedding party this coming February. They had registered their marriage in May this year.

She said she had tried in vain to contact Ms Sirinadda via phone and Line. She then wrote a letter asking for the return of the items and tried to hand-deliver it to Ms Sirinadda's home on Sept 17. A security guard told her to give it to a police officer who was guarding the house of Pol Gen Surachate, according to Ms Thanattha.

However, no assets were returned, and she finally filed the police complaint. 

A source familiar with the case said Ms Thanattha's husband was a police colonel and used to work with Pol Gen Surachate.

Ms Sirinadda, 50, comes from wealth, as the daughter of a Songkhla businessman who made his fortune in bus transport. Her husband is also a Songkhla native and began his police career there.

Pol Gen Surachate, a former deputy national police chief who was seen as a front-runner for the chief's position, was dismissed from the force in August.

The dismissal order stemmed from allegations that he was involved in an online gambling network, into which investigations are continuing.
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                                Thailand's current inflation target range of 1% to 3% has "served pretty well" and should not be changed, a deputy central bank governor said on Thursday, as the government pushes for a higher price target to boost economic activity.
Inflation is low and well anchored, and there is no risk of deflation, while the economy is converging to trend growth, Piti Disyatat said in an interview.

He said he was hoping for a constructive discussion on the inflation target for 2025 when representatives from the Bank of Thailand and the Ministry of Finance meet next Tuesday.

"Hopefully, we have a good, constructive discussion and we will agree," he said.

"We don't see any clear reasons right now to really change it," he said of the target.

Mr Piti reiterated that last week's surprise interest rate cut was a recalibration, not the start of an easing cycle.

Governor Sethaput Suthiwartnarueput also signalled on Wednesday that another rate cut at the final policy meeting of the year on Dec 18 was very unlikely.

The central bank is aiming for a neutral stance, and policy could be adjusted if the macroeconomic picture changes significantly, Mr Piti said.
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                  Thai PM apologises for Tak Bai massacre                

                Paetongtarn 'deeply saddened' as clock ticks down on hopes for justice
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                                Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra on Thursday apologised for the deaths two decades ago of 78 protesters who were piled up in army trucks, hours from the expiry of the statute of limitations on a case in which no state official has ever been convicted.
The security crackdown in Tak Bai in the southern province of Narathiwat in 2004 caused the deaths of 85 people in all and was one of the most high-profile events of a separatist insurgency that had reignited that same year and has since killed more than 7,600 people.

"I am deeply saddened for what happened and apologise on behalf of the government," Ms Paetongtarn said, vowing to ensure no repeat of such events.

The Tak Bai massacre occurred while Ms Paetongtarn's father Thaksin was prime minister. He apologised two years ago for the incident but did not accept any responsibility for what happened.

The incident captured international attention and drew widespread condemnation, after 78 people were crushed to death or suffocated while bound and piled on top of each other in army trucks on a five-hour drive from Narathiwat to an army camp in Pattani.

Those who died were among hundreds of Muslim suspects who had been arrested earlier after a demonstration outside the Tak Bai police station. About 1,200 people had gathered there to demand the release from detention of six colleagues. A melee ensued and police fired into the crowd, killing seven.

All attempts to prosecute security personnel involved in the incidents have failed, including two in the past two months. The statute of limitations expires at midnight on Friday.

In August, a court in Narathiwat accepted a criminal lawsuit by victims' families against seven senior officials, among them a retired general and Pheu Thai MP, but they all failed to show up at a hearing. A separate case against eight other personnel filed by the attorney-general last month has made no progress.

Ms Paetongtarn said the incident should not be politicised, adding that the 20-year statue of limitations could not be extended because it would be a breach of the constitution, according to the Council of State, the government's legal advisory body.

Thai police have said they were actively tracking all 14 suspects and had issued Interpol red notices.

"Although the case is expiring, history and memories do not," Ratsada Manooratsada a lawyer for the victims' families told Reuters.

"(The families) will never forget because the perpetrators were not brought to justice." 

The most high-profile figure in the first case is Gen Pisal Wattanawongkiri, who was the commander of the 4th Army Region overseeing the southern provinces in 2004. A longtime friend of Thaksin, he was until recently a Pheu Thai list MP and had been claiming parliamentary immunity from having to stand trial.

Gen Pisal, 78, reportedly went abroad for medical treatment and has said he would return to Thailand on Oct 30. He sent a letter resigning from the Pheu Thai Party and is no longer an MP.

The first Tak Bai case involves the seven authorities involved in issuing and executing the orders that led to the deaths of the protesters. The second case involves army truck drivers who transported the prisoners from Narathiwat to Pattani, along with Maj Gen Chaloemchai Wirunpetch, then commander of the 5th Infantry Division. He is also named in the first case.


	Commentary: Tak Bai case could jeopardise peace
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                  Samui villa demolition runs into hurdles                

                Occupants of 11 residences refuse to leave and project owner's lawyer files complaint
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                                Authorities on the tourist island of Koh Samui are trying again to get 11 illegally built luxury villas demolished after their first attempt to do so earlier this week fell flat.
Demolition work at the Ariya Residence project in tambon Maret was initially set to begin on Monday but authorities could not proceed as the project owner sent a lawyer to protest.

The process resumed on Wednesday following an order from Surat Thani deputy governor Nanthawat Charoenwan. In his capacity as acting governor, he ordered Koh Samui mayor Ramnet Jaikwang to enforce the administrative authority to have the buildings razed.

Officials arrived there to find the 11 villas occupied. The occupants refused to identify themselves or provide any information. Local authorities communicated with them through the doors about the demolition order and asked them to vacate the buildings.

Mr Ramnet said officials reported the obstruction on Monday to local police and were preparing to file a formal complaint when the deputy governor instructed him to enforce his administrative authority.

The mayor said he assigned legal specialist Panlop Meepian to supervise the demolition process upon receiving an order from provincial authorities.

Mr Panlop said a demolition notice was posted on the property and legal action would be taken against those who fail to comply. He said the municipality would hire a contractor to do the demolition work estimated to cost 11 million baht.

Administrative officials, police and troops were deployed to provide security and facilitate the work while authorities from relevant agencies observed.

Meanwhile, a lawyer representing the project owner has filed a complaint with police against the officials for alleged trespassing.

The project, comprising 34 luxury villas, is operated by BS 2 Brothers Co.

A complaint about illegal construction was lodged in 2019 with the Office of the Ombudsman. A subsequent investigation found that 11 villas had been built not in accordance with the approved design.

They were ordered demolished, but the project owner did not comply.
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                  Minister defends Bangkok congestion fee plan                

                Government says policy will be accountable, rejecting opposition claim that it will only help businesses
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                                The Ministry of Transport has rejected opposition criticism that its planned traffic congestion fee in Bangkok will favour the private sector, saying that the policy is designed to be accountable.
Deputy Transport Minister Surapong Piyachote was responding to a question raised by Suphanat Meenchainan, Bangkok MP of the opposition People's Party, during a House meeting on Thursday.

Transport Minister Suriya Jungrungreangkit has proposed a traffic congestion fee for motorists entering busy roads in Bangkok. The charges may range from 40 to 50 baht per vehicle for accessing congested roads served by electric train lines.

The fee will go towards a 200-billion-baht fund to buy back concessions from private companies that have invested in the rail system. The fund will finance a 20-baht flat-rate fare across all lines after the buyback.

The 20-baht fare was introduced a year ago on the Purple and Red lines operated by the perennially loss-making State Railway of Thailand and has helped increase passenger numbers by 26%.

Mr Suphanat said the government had it all wrong. He said it should focus on solving problems with public buses, which are the primary mode of transport, rather than imposing charges that drive more people to use electric trains, to the benefit of private concessionaires.

The MP also questioned the transport ministry's claim that it aims to reform the entire mass transit system within six months as promised. He said the chronic problem with extending bus transport coverage throughout the city has forced many commuters to take taxis instead.

"Why is it that the Ministry of Transport, directed by the ruling Pheu Thai Party, appears to be trying to generate money for the private sector, like electric train and expressway companies?" he asked.

"Are you at all confident that that you will succeed in tackling the mass transit problem?"

Mr Surapong responded that the ministry is working on measures to make the congestion fee collection method accountable. He added that the system will not benefit any business or investor.

According to a ministry report, 390,000 vehicles ply Bangkok roads daily, exacerbating air pollution.

The report showed that managing road transport helps with pollution mitigation, and Mr Surapong said a traffic policy plan is created around this.


	Editorial: Congestion fee questions
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                Sirinadda Hakparn accused of breaking into condo and stealing B7.5m in valuables
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                                The wife of the former high-profile police general Surachate "Big Joke" Hakparn reported to police on Thursday to answer charges of breaking into a condominium room and stealing valuables worth 5.7 million baht.
Sirinadda Hakparn, accompanied by a lawyer, arrived at the Phra Khanong police station in Bangkok at 2.40pm to meet investigators after the Phra Khanong Criminal Court approved a warrant for her arrest.

Upon her arrival at the station, reporters pressed her for details, including the reported use of a keycard to open a condominium room belonging to someone else. "It's not true. I will assign my lawyer to handle any issues that cause damage," Ms Sirinadda said before meeting with investigators.

After a four-hour interrogation, Ms Sirinadda was released on bail of 105,000 baht. She avoided reporters on her way out of the station. Her lawyer said she denied all charges.

Thanattha Yodyiam, 50, a special lecturer at the Royal Police Cadet Academy in Sam Phran district of Nakhon Pathom, filed a complaint with police on Oct 20, accusing Ms Sirinadda of theft from her room in the Green Condo on Sukhumvit Soi 101 in Phra Khanong district of Bangkok.

The complainant said she lived with her husband Pheemphot Nomchobphitak in the unit on the seventh floor of the building before they moved to a condo in Salaya district of Nakhon Pathom, which was near their workplace at the police cadet academy.

The alleged theft occurred at about 2pm on Aug 18 this year, according to the complaint. On that day, Ms Thanattha asked her nephew Phongphat Voraket to get some items from her room at the Green Condo. Upon emerging from the  elevator, he saw Ms Sirinadda using a keycard to open the door.

Mr Phongphat phoned his aunt, who rushed back from Nakhon Pathom to check on her belongings at the Bangkok condo. She found that gold ornaments weighing 120 baht (1.8 kilogrammes) and 600,000 baht in cash had disappeared. The losses totalled 5.7 million baht.

Ms Thanattha said she and her husband had purchased the gold ornaments for their wedding party this coming February. They had registered their marriage in May this year.

She said she had tried in vain to contact Ms Sirinadda via phone and Line. She then wrote a letter asking for the return of the items and tried to hand-deliver it to Ms Sirinadda's home on Sept 17. A security guard told her to give it to a police officer who was guarding the house of Pol Gen Surachate, according to Ms Thanattha.

However, no assets were returned, and she finally filed the police complaint. 

A source familiar with the case said Ms Thanattha's husband was a police colonel and used to work with Pol Gen Surachate.

Ms Sirinadda, 50, comes from wealth, as the daughter of a Songkhla businessman who made his fortune in bus transport. Her husband is also a Songkhla native and began his police career there.

Pol Gen Surachate, a former deputy national police chief who was seen as a front-runner for the chief's position, was dismissed from the force in August.

The dismissal order stemmed from allegations that he was involved in an online gambling network, into which investigations are continuing.
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                  Department of Special Investigation joins iCon case                

                DSI investigators will focus on alleged money-laundering while police build fraud case
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                                The Department of Special Investigation says it will handle suspected money-laundering in relation to the fraud case against the direct marketing business of The iCon Group.
The DSI is authorised to investigate alleged laundering of money worth 300 million baht and over, acting director-general Pol Maj Yutthana Phraedam said on Thursday.

He said the DSI stepped into the iCon case as it suspected victims' money was spent on assets and properties. That was tantamount to asset transformation, he said.

The DSI expects to file money-laundering charges against 18 detained suspects in the case and others who could be arrested later, Pol Maj Yutthana said.

The police would continue with their investigation into alleged public fraud and other criminal offences in the case, he said.

On Thursday police said 8,137 people had filed complaints about losses totalling 2.41 billion baht related to the iCon business.

The business focused on the direct marketing of dietary supplements. It attracted many people by offering e-commerce training courses for only 100 baht, and then encouraged them to buy products to sell.

There were several layers of dealers who sold the products. Some complainants told police that they did not receive all the products they had ordered and paid for. Others said the group focused more on the recruitment of new dealers than on product promotion.

The iCon Group had a total of 368,257 members, CEO Warathaphon "Boss Paul" Waratyaworrakul told local media before his arrest last week. Of the total, 285,833 are "distributors" who paid 2,500 baht, 43,976 are "supervisors" who paid 25,000 baht, 6,476 are "mini-dealers" who paid 50,000 baht, and 31,972 are "dealers" who paid 250,000 baht.


	Related: Law to be tightened to curb pyramid schemes
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                  Pickup-bomb injures two, damages buildings                

                Two attacks in South as Friday deadline looms in Tak Bai massacre case
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                                PATTANI - A bomb hidden in a stolen pickup exploded, injuring two defence volunteers and damaging state property, in Panare district shortly after midnight on Thursday.
						

							
						


The explosion occurred about 12.30am on a road near the Panare police station and the Panare district office.

The blast damaged the police station, the district office, nearby state vehicles and other property. Two defence volunteers on duty were wounded.

The bomb was inside a Mitsubishi Triton pickup truck belnging to the tambon Ban Nam Bo administration organisation in Panare district.

About 10 men raided the office of the local administration organisation, tied up the four employees who were there and stole the pickup at about 11pm on Wednesday.

Another bomb attack injured three soldiers in Rangae district of Narathiwat on Wednesday afternoon.

The explosive was hidden in an underground drainage pipe and detonated as a group of soldiers was passing by.

The two bombings occurred shortly before the statute of limitations in the Tak Bai massacre case expires on Friday.

[image: The Panare police station was damaged by the explosion. (Photos: Abdullah Benjakat)]
The Panare police station was damaged by the explosion. (Photos: Abdullah Benjakat)
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                  Rate cut to have muted effect on potential homebuyers                
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                                The Housing Finance Association expects the recent policy rate cut by the Bank of Thailand will have a greater effect on mortgage holders than potential home loan applicants, as consumer purchasing power remains weak.
According to Alongkot Boonmasuk, secretary-general of the association, the central bank's policy rate cut of 0.25 percentage points to 2.25% will primarily help current mortgage customers by reducing their monthly instalments.

A lower interest rate decreases principal payments and shortens the loan maturity period, he said.

In addition, Mr Alongkot said the rate cut should help boost confidence among consumers with real demand for housing, encouraging them to proceed with home purchases after many delayed their decisions. However, the rate cut is unlikely to significantly stimulate housing market demand, he said.

"The rate reduction helped improve sentiment among both property developers and homebuyers," said Mr Alongkot.

"We are hoping for further rate cuts and government stimulus measures supporting both the property sector and mortgages."

Mortgage products, which typically have floating interest rates, will benefit more from the rate cut than consumer loans, which often have fixed rates, he said.

On average, a one percentage point reduction in interest rates reduces the financial burden of a mortgage by 7-8%, said Mr Alongkot.

Major banks recently announced reductions in their loan rates across the board.

Banks cut their minimum retail rate (MRR) by 0.12-0.125 percentage points, effective from November.

A banking industry source who requested anonymity said the rate cut would support real homebuyer demand, particularly for those who postponed purchasing decisions while waiting for lower rates.

"There is a significant number of homebuyers who have real demand, purchasing power, and the ability to repay debts. However, they lacked confidence," said the source. "The rate cut is expected to boost consumer confidence."

The source said despite the improved sentiment, the rate cut is unlikely to significantly increase housing expansion for the remainder of the year, given several constraints.

Banks have slowed loan growth, selectively approving mortgage applications amid high levels of household debt and sluggish economic growth.

The government's soft loan package for housing, which primarily targets lower-income homebuyers seeking to purchase homes priced between 1-3 million baht per unit, still lacks clear details, said the source.

In addition, the Bank of Thailand has not signalled the start of a sustained rate-cutting cycle, said the source.

The market is watching for future policy rate moves, with the Monetary Policy Committee expected to hold the rate steady at its next meeting in December. Another rate cut may occur in the first quarter of next year, the source noted.
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                                Thailand's used car market will continue to post sluggish sales as prospective buyers are often rejected when applying for loans, says the Association of Used Car.
The association earlier expected used car sales to improve in the latter half of 2024, pinning its hopes on financial service providers easing their lending criteria.

However, many finance companies and banks remain highly selective about approving loan applications as household debt remains high, said Vichai Suwanasilar, president of the Association of Used Car.

"Both used and new car markets are facing the same challenge -- loan rejections. The difficulty in accessing auto loans is leading to an oversupply of used cars," he said.

This will cause used car dealers to sell their vehicles at lower prices, damaging their businesses, said Mr Vichai.

Many people prefer to buy used cars, believing they can qualify for loans more easily than purchasing new vehicles, but the high level of household debt has become an obstacle, he said.

Though the Bank of Thailand reports household debt is declining as economic growth rises, the debt level remains ample, causing banks and financial service providers to be cautious about granting auto loans based on fears of non-performing loans.

The central bank reported total household debt tallied 16.3 trillion baht as of the second quarter of 2024, representing 89.8% of GDP, down from 16.4 trillion or 90.8% of GDP in the first quarter.

However, the number of impounded cars continues to rise because owners cannot afford to repay their loans, as the economy has yet to fully recover and the government stimulus measures have not significantly improved the economy, according to the association.

Mr Vichai said he is concerned over the decreasing prices of electric vehicles, leading to a price war among some companies.

This situation affects both the new and used car markets, causing potential buyers to delay purchases as they wait for prices to fall further, he said.

Mr Vichai wants the government to ask the central bank to relax its "responsible lending" campaign, which was launched to combat the severe household debt problem.

Responsible lending is meant to enhance the quality of household debt and reduce the debt ratio over the long term.

But this campaign is making it more difficult to access auto loans, dealing a blow to the new and used car markets, he said.
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                Outcome may affect Thai economy
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                                The Trade Policy and Strategy Office (TPSO) is watching the US presidential election for insights on policy directions related to the economy, investment and foreign affairs.
Poonpong Naiyanapakorn, director-general of TPSO, said the agency is tracking the US presidential election slated for Nov 5 between Democratic Vice-President Kamala Harris and Republican former president Donald Trump because it can have a significant impact on the Thai economy.

If Ms Harris wins the election, support for free trade is expected to increase. She has the potential to usher in a global trade revival that could lift the US economy and enhance US global leadership, according to the office.

The US may consider rejoining the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), giving Thailand second thoughts about applying for membership to expand trade with pact members, noted the TPSO.

Thailand may benefit from investments in Industry 4.0 and technology transfer via an intensified partnership with CPTPP countries.

Mr Trump has proposed up to 100% tariffs on Chinese goods and a blanket tariff of 10-20% on all other imports, while Ms Harris is expected to largely stick with President Biden's targeted tariffs on certain Chinese imports, such as a 100% rate on electric vehicles and a 50% rate on solar panels.

This could affect supply chains linked to China, meaning Thailand may have to adjust by expanding to other markets to diversify risk, according to the office.

"If Ms Harris wins the election, this may open opportunities for Thai companies with expertise in clean energy such as solar, wind and biomass for joint investment in the US, as well as technology transfer for the production of high-performance batteries for Thailand," noted the TPSO.

In terms of digital innovation and technology, Ms Harris' policies could encourage investment in 5G and artificial intelligence, opening up opportunities for Thai telecom and software companies to join the global supply chain, as well as the exchange of knowledge and experience in smart city development.

Furthermore, there may be opportunities for joint ventures between Thai and US companies in agritech, in which Thailand has a comparative advantage.

Ms Harris is trying to raise the minimum wage and social welfare in the US. Even though it may increase production costs, it is unlikely to have a direct impact on inflation in Thailand.

She also wants to lower prescription drug costs and energy costs, which may help stabilise product prices in the world market, which will be beneficial controlling inflation in Thailand.

The US inflation control policy may ease pressure on the Federal Reserve to raise interest rates, which will help reduce the volatility of the baht and inflation in Thailand.

If Mr Trump wins, there may be a significant increase in tariffs on Chinese imports of up to 60% or more, according to the agency.

There is also an opportunity for US companies to relocate their manufacturing bases to Thailand, while demand for products from Thailand may increase, offering opportunities for Thai entrepreneurs to be part of the global supply chain.

However, the US may impose non-tariff barriers such as health and environmental regulations and food standards to protect consumers and preserve the environment, noted the TPSO.

"Thai entrepreneurs should comply with environmental regulations and standards to build trust and create opportunities to be part of the global supply chain," Mr Poonpong said.
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                                The draft law on entertainment complexes is expected to be submitted to the cabinet for consideration this year, according to Deputy Finance Minister Julapun Amornvivat.
Mr Julapun said following cabinet approval, the administration will forward the draft law for parliamentary deliberation.

The House of Representatives is set to reconvene for a regular session from mid-December until April next year.

He said the draft law would be the first in Thailand to allow legal casinos.

The draft recently went through a public hearing, as required by the constitution, with 82% supporting the draft.

Mr Julapun said according to a study by the Fiscal Policy Office, the establishment of entertainment complexes in Thailand could attract an additional 5-20% of foreign tourists, increasing spending per visitor to 60,000 baht, from the current 40,000 baht.

The complexes are expected to support the growth of the Thai economy, both during the construction phase, which will require significant investment to build comprehensive entertainment venues, and after their completion.

In addition to attracting tourists, they will also create jobs for local residents.

"I hope as many Thais as possible will be employed in the entertainment complexes, which may require training to ensure they have the necessary skills," he said.

For private sector investors interested in investing in the complexes, the draft law stipulates a minimum registered capital of 10 billion baht.

Mr Julapun said the government will consider what companies can offer and what types of projects the state wants to develop as man-made tourist attractions.

For Thais wishing to enter a casino, the draft legislation stipulates the entry fee must not exceed 5,000 baht per visit.

The concession period for the complexes offers licences valid for 30 years, renewable in 10-year increments.

The licence fee is set at 5 billion baht, with an annual fee of 1 billion baht.
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        Thailand on course for 2.8% growth
        The Ministry of Finance expects the Thai economy to grow by 2.8% this year and 3% next year, according to the head of the Fiscal Policy Office (FPO).

      

      
        Bank of Thailand defends inflation target
        Thailand's current inflation target range of 1% to 3% has "served pretty well" and should not be changed, a deputy central bank governor said on Thursday, as the government pushes for a higher price target to boost economic activity.

      

      
        Thai car output down 25.5% in September
        Car production in Thailand fell 25.5% in September from a year earlier, the Federation of Thai Industries said on Thursday.
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                  Thailand on course for 2.8% growth                

                Officials at World Bank-IMF meeting discuss the challenges facing different Asean econmies
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                                The Ministry of Finance expects the Thai economy to grow by 2.8% this year and 3% next year, according to the head of the Fiscal Policy Office (FPO).
Pornchai Thiraveja said growth should pick up to 3% in 2025.

He made the remarks after a meeting between the Thai finance minister, representatives of Asean central banks and Kristalina Georgieva, managing director of the International Monetary Fund (IMF), during the World Bank and IMF annual meeting on Wednesday in Washington, DC, 

In July, the FPO predicted that the Thai economy would grow by 2.7% on average this year, rebounding from 1.9% in 2023. The National Economic and Social Development Council in August forecast 2.5% expansion this year.

World Bank and IMF said this week that achieving fiscal balance in Asean countries may require different time frames depending on the context of each nation, according to Mr Pornchai.

"Representatives from the World Bank and IMF have opined that member countries in the Southeast Asia region have different contexts and challenges, making it necessary to adjust fiscal balance over different time frames to suit each country's context," he said after a meeting of Southeast Asian delegates held alongside the World Bank-IMF meetings.

Deputy Finance Minister Paopoom Rojanasakul represented Thailand at the meeting.

According to Mr Pornchai, the meeting also discussed economic issues, balance adjustments to government budget spending, and fiscal measures to stimulate the economy. The latter are deemed necessary to maintain momentum for economic growth by improving the efficiency of public spending, strengthening domestic resource mobilisation, managing debt and applying digital technology.

Mr Paopoom highlighted Thailand's policies, including improving tax collection efficiency through digital technology and big data, and expanding the tax base by taxing online businesses and digital platforms.

He also proposed reducing unnecessary tax exemptions during the discussions.
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                  Bank of Thailand defends inflation target                

                Recent rate cut a 'recalibration' and not the start of an easing cycle, says deputy governor
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                                Thailand's current inflation target range of 1% to 3% has "served pretty well" and should not be changed, a deputy central bank governor said on Thursday, as the government pushes for a higher price target to boost economic activity.
Inflation is low and well anchored, and there is no risk of deflation, while the economy is converging to trend growth, Piti Disyatat said in an interview.

He said he was hoping for a constructive discussion on the inflation target for 2025 when representatives from the Bank of Thailand and the Ministry of Finance meet next Tuesday.

"Hopefully, we have a good, constructive discussion and we will agree," he said.

"We don't see any clear reasons right now to really change it," he said of the target.

Mr Piti reiterated that last week's surprise interest rate cut was a recalibration, not the start of an easing cycle.

Governor Sethaput Suthiwartnarueput also signalled on Wednesday that another rate cut at the final policy meeting of the year on Dec 18 was very unlikely.

The central bank is aiming for a neutral stance, and policy could be adjusted if the macroeconomic picture changes significantly, Mr Piti said.
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                Decline reflects domestic sales slump blamed on tighter lending conditions
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                                Car production in Thailand fell 25.5% in September from a year earlier, the Federation of Thai Industries said on Thursday.
The figure compared with a 20.6% decline in August, and reflected a slump in domestic sales as lenders tighten credit conditions.

Non-performing loans for cars reached 254 billion baht in the second quarter of 2024, a year-on-year increase of 29.7%, the FTI said earlier.

Domestic car sales dropped 37.1% to 117,000 units in September, said Surapong Paisitpattanapong, a spokesman for the federation's automotive division.

Exports were down 10.8% in September from a year earlier due to economic issues among trading partners and the impact of the conflict in the Middle East, he said.

Thailand is Southeast Asia's biggest auto production centre and an export base for some of the world's top carmakers, including Toyota and Honda.


	Related: Loan rejections plage used-car sales
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                                Selling of Thai government bonds may extend as political risks mount and the central bank damps prospects of further interest-rate cuts. Foreign funds have pulled over US$850 million from baht bonds in October, set for the biggest monthly outflow since August last year, according to Thai Bond Market Association data. 

 
The trend is likely to persist with abrdn plc seeing better value in other markets, while Krungthai Bank Public Co expects benchmark yields to stagnate between 2.4% to 2.3% through to year-end. They closed at 2.4% on Tuesday ahead of a public holiday.

The Bank of Thailand (BoT) signaled Tuesday that it would not rush to follow up on last week's surprise interest rate cut, despite government pressure to ease policy further. In contrast, sovereign bonds in neighbouring Malaysia are expected to attract foreign interest as the government advances its fiscal reforms.

"Looking at where the yield levels are and a bit more constructive on currency, we probably prefer Malaysia than Thailand," said Pongtharin Sapayanon, head of Thailand fixed income at Abrdn Investments in Bangkok.

market is pricing a 50% chance of another BoT cut so "there's not much juice left in current yield levels", he said in an interview.

Returns on Thai bonds for dollar-based investors have fallen 3.3% in October as the spread with US Treasuries slipped to a negative 184 basis points this week, the lowest since May. The gap is 1.5 standard deviations below the five-year average, the second worst among Southeast Asian peers and signals that bonds are relatively more expensive, according to Bloomberg calculations. 

Investors are also concerned about fresh political uncertainty stemming from probes against the ruling party and other coalition groups for being under the alleged influence of former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra. "Outflows can continue because the political issue might not resolve itself soon and it is near to the US election," said Jitipol Puksamatanan, head of investment strategy at Finansia Syrus Securities Plc in Bangkok.

Markets are ratcheting up bets that Donald Trump will win next month's US presidential election and impose blanket trade tariffs on goods manufactured abroad.

Even if the BoT shifts to a more dovish stance at its December meeting as a trade war poses a risk to growth, it may not be enough to push yields lower, said Poon Panichpibool, a strategist at Krungthai in Bangkok.  There was "selling pressure in emerging market assets amid Trade War 2.0, but the prospect of a weaker Thai economy and growing expectations of more BoT rate cuts, may keep 10-year yield at bay", Poon added.

 "I do not expect further room for yields to move lower," he said.
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                                The Business Development Department, in collaboration with the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives (BAAC), is driving an initiative to use perennial trees as collateral for business loans.
The effort aims to provide farmers and entrepreneurs with greater access to finance by leveraging the value of their natural resources.

Perennial trees can be utilised not only as collateral, but also as assets to generate future income, such as selling carbon credits, while contributing to forest conservation to mitigate natural disasters, which have been increasing in Thailand.

Speaking after presiding over the "Promoting Perennial Trees as Business Collateral" event held recently at the Village Wisdom Center in Ban Lao Ma La Ko, Thung Luang subdistrict in Ratchaburi province, Auramon Supthaweethum, director-general of the department, said the initiative aligns with government policies to expand financial access, particularly for farmers, who play a critical role in driving the grassroots economy.

By using perennial trees as business collateral, farmers can expand their businesses, increase income, and improve their quality of life sustainably, while also participating in national economic development and forest conservation, especially after the severe natural disasters, including large-scale floods, apparently caused by deforestation.

This year, the department has visited Chiang Rai and Ratchaburi, with plans to expand the initiative to all regions of Thailand next year. In partnership with the BAAC, the department will organise activities to promote the use of perennial trees as business collateral, involving legal experts in business collateral law and experts from the Tree Bank Project.

These activities will provide farmers with knowledge about the laws governing business collateral and details on how trees grown on their land can be used as loan collateral with the BAAC. They will also demonstrate how to assess the value of perennial trees and evaluate the carbon credits stored by the trees to create additional value, Mrs Auramon said.

"Perennial trees can be used as collateral for business loans without the need to cut them down or destroy forests, while also generating future income, such as selling carbon credits," she said. "Carbon credits are becoming a global commodity as businesses around the world aim to offset their greenhouse gas emissions, aligning with the global shift towards a green economy."

According to Mrs Auramon, the BAAC is working with local administrative organisations to help explain the benefits of tree planting and conservation efforts.

The BAAC aims to purchase about 500,000 tonnes of carbon credits over the next five years, with the price set at 3,000 baht per tonne.

"The department and the BAAC will educate farmers on future business trends, allowing the initiative to expand to other provinces across the country. This project represents a significant step in promoting equal opportunities for Thai farmers and ensuring sustainability in the forestry sector," she said.

"Promoting the use of all types of perennial trees as business collateral for farmers supports the development of the grassroots economy, while also encouraging the conservation of natural resources."

As of Sept 30, 159,761 trees have been registered as business collateral across 26 provinces, with a total collateral value of 164 million baht. Farmers in Ratchaburi have already used perennial trees as collateral with the BAAC.

The Secured Transactions Act, allowing the use of perennial trees as loan collateral, has been in effect since July 2, 2016, with the Commerce Ministry issuing ministerial regulations in 2018 to permit this practice.

All types of perennial trees can be used as collateral, following an amendment in 2019, which removed the previous limitation of only 58 types of trees.

However, the trees must be grown on privately owned land, and trees grown on Sor Por Kor agricultural reform land cannot yet be used as collateral.
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                                Transport and industrial estate stocks are expected to benefit if Donald Trump wins the US presidential election, while manufacturers of petrochemicals, electrical equipment, steel products and auto parts could see competition intensify from Chinese exports, says Asia Plus Securities (ASPS).
With less than a month before the US vote on Nov 5, Democrat Kamala Harris and Republican Mr Trump are in a neck-and-neck race.

There are signals that former president Mr Trump may win the election, as he leads Ms Harris in some polls, ASPS said in a research note.

"Protectionism against China is one of Mr Trump's flagship policies," the brokerage noted, adding a Bank of Thailand study found exports to the US increased during Mr Trump's presidency from 2017-20, replacing Chinese products that faced higher tariffs, especially for machinery, communication equipment and computers.

"However, Thailand's exports to other countries may be affected by fiercer competition with China, especially for export of goods subject to US protectionist policies, such as petrochemicals, electric appliances, steel products and auto parts," according to ASPS.

Shipping companies, such as Regional Container Lines (RCL), Precious Shipping (PSL) and Thoresen Thai Agencies (TTA), will benefit from this move as shipping orders would spike before a tariff hike takes effect, noted the brokerage.

In addition, more international firms will open factories outside China to avoid tax barriers, benefiting industrial estate operators including Amata Corporation (AMATA) and WHA Corporation (WHA), ASPS added.

Maybank Securities (Thailand) expects the US election will create positive sentiment for the Thai government to drive the economy by providing a relaxed investment atmosphere to attract manufacturers from abroad.

Maybank estimates the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) index has a chance to accelerate towards the end of the year, finishing at 1,520 points by year-end.

"The US election is a positive factor boosting the SET, regardless of the outcome. However, the Thai stock market would respond more positively if Ms Harris wins, as the party's trade and foreign policy are not as aggressive as Mr Trump," noted Maybank.

According to the brokerage, statistics show the most important factor driving the Thai stock market during a US election year is the main investment trend in that year.

"For this year, the key trend is the downward interest rate cycle and the recovery of the domestic economy," noted Maybank.

"Based on these themes, interesting stocks are companies in the tourism, banking, construction materials, power plants and industrial estate sectors."

Maybank recommends three stocks, comprising Asset World Corp (AWC), Global Power Synergy (GPSC) and WHA.
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                  Deep tech startups spawned                

                Unit fosters entities, generating B965m
              

                                The Program Management Unit for Competitiveness (PMUC), a research funding unit under the Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation Ministry, has successfully nurtured more than 90 Thai deep tech startups and innovation-based entrepreneurs, resulting in an economic value of more than 965 million baht.
"The PMUC sees the potential of research work in universities that are innovative and use advanced science and technology capabilities and local materials to commercialise products and benefit the country's economy," said Thongchai Suwansichon, director of the PMUC.

The PMUC held its PMUC CON- NECT event this week to connect startups with investors as a way to push deep tech startups into the global market.

Over the past five years, the PMUC has invested 250 million baht from its budget to connect nine universities and agencies that have been able to create 12 deep science and technology accelerator programmes that help groom and develop deep tech startups during the pre-venture stage to commercialise innovations.

A deep tech startup refers to a business that uses deep science and technology to develop products and services, which is considered key to advancing Thailand's new economy.

The PMUC supports universities creating their own deep science and technology accelerator platforms that navigate research work to make it visible to the market, assisting researchers in understanding target markets and facilitating business matching with investors to deliver innovations to the market, said Mr Thongchai.

"We have a wide range of science and technology work ranging from foodtech, medical and wellness, herbs, robotics, and biotech, depending on the university's expertise," he said.

Through the accelerator programmes, the PMUC connects and collaborates with the accelerators to expand the university's research from its laboratory to the production phase, market testing, intellectual property registration and valuation.

In fiscal 2025, the unit will focus on promoting these accelerators to expand into the global market by connecting them with embassies and accelerators overseas, mainly in Singapore, Sweden, the UK and Hong Kong.

This will enable the startups to learn from overseas market opportunities and the regulatory framework of each country.

The PMUC also links startups overseas that are interested in investing in or expanding into Thailand.

Mr Thongchai said with the PMUC's support, investors will feel confident in the startups.

Moreover, the PMUC launched a training programme for university executives to help turn researchers into chief technology officers.

Nijaporn Chongudomliuk, chairman of the executive committee of ModGut Co, a startup under the PMUC's accelerator programme, said the company offers a service to analyse gut microbiota to identify the causes of chronic conditions and risks pertaining to non-communicable diseases.

She said the firm is discussions over Series A funding, as it has the potential to license products to the Philippines, Singapore and Vietnam, which would help it to springboard into Western markets.

The firm was incubated by the ANT Accelerator at King Mongkut's University of Technology Thonburi, in cooperation with Biotech Global Innovation Co Ltd.
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                                Thailand's used car market will continue to post sluggish sales as prospective buyers are often rejected when applying for loans, says the Association of Used Car.
The association earlier expected used car sales to improve in the latter half of 2024, pinning its hopes on financial service providers easing their lending criteria.

However, many finance companies and banks remain highly selective about approving loan applications as household debt remains high, said Vichai Suwanasilar, president of the Association of Used Car.

"Both used and new car markets are facing the same challenge -- loan rejections. The difficulty in accessing auto loans is leading to an oversupply of used cars," he said.

This will cause used car dealers to sell their vehicles at lower prices, damaging their businesses, said Mr Vichai.

Many people prefer to buy used cars, believing they can qualify for loans more easily than purchasing new vehicles, but the high level of household debt has become an obstacle, he said.

Though the Bank of Thailand reports household debt is declining as economic growth rises, the debt level remains ample, causing banks and financial service providers to be cautious about granting auto loans based on fears of non-performing loans.

The central bank reported total household debt tallied 16.3 trillion baht as of the second quarter of 2024, representing 89.8% of GDP, down from 16.4 trillion or 90.8% of GDP in the first quarter.

However, the number of impounded cars continues to rise because owners cannot afford to repay their loans, as the economy has yet to fully recover and the government stimulus measures have not significantly improved the economy, according to the association.

Mr Vichai said he is concerned over the decreasing prices of electric vehicles, leading to a price war among some companies.

This situation affects both the new and used car markets, causing potential buyers to delay purchases as they wait for prices to fall further, he said.

Mr Vichai wants the government to ask the central bank to relax its "responsible lending" campaign, which was launched to combat the severe household debt problem.

Responsible lending is meant to enhance the quality of household debt and reduce the debt ratio over the long term.

But this campaign is making it more difficult to access auto loans, dealing a blow to the new and used car markets, he said.
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                                The Trade Policy and Strategy Office (TPSO) is watching the US presidential election for insights on policy directions related to the economy, investment and foreign affairs.
Poonpong Naiyanapakorn, director-general of TPSO, said the agency is tracking the US presidential election slated for Nov 5 between Democratic Vice-President Kamala Harris and Republican former president Donald Trump because it can have a significant impact on the Thai economy.

If Ms Harris wins the election, support for free trade is expected to increase. She has the potential to usher in a global trade revival that could lift the US economy and enhance US global leadership, according to the office.

The US may consider rejoining the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), giving Thailand second thoughts about applying for membership to expand trade with pact members, noted the TPSO.

Thailand may benefit from investments in Industry 4.0 and technology transfer via an intensified partnership with CPTPP countries.

Mr Trump has proposed up to 100% tariffs on Chinese goods and a blanket tariff of 10-20% on all other imports, while Ms Harris is expected to largely stick with President Biden's targeted tariffs on certain Chinese imports, such as a 100% rate on electric vehicles and a 50% rate on solar panels.

This could affect supply chains linked to China, meaning Thailand may have to adjust by expanding to other markets to diversify risk, according to the office.

"If Ms Harris wins the election, this may open opportunities for Thai companies with expertise in clean energy such as solar, wind and biomass for joint investment in the US, as well as technology transfer for the production of high-performance batteries for Thailand," noted the TPSO.

In terms of digital innovation and technology, Ms Harris' policies could encourage investment in 5G and artificial intelligence, opening up opportunities for Thai telecom and software companies to join the global supply chain, as well as the exchange of knowledge and experience in smart city development.

Furthermore, there may be opportunities for joint ventures between Thai and US companies in agritech, in which Thailand has a comparative advantage.

Ms Harris is trying to raise the minimum wage and social welfare in the US. Even though it may increase production costs, it is unlikely to have a direct impact on inflation in Thailand.

She also wants to lower prescription drug costs and energy costs, which may help stabilise product prices in the world market, which will be beneficial controlling inflation in Thailand.

The US inflation control policy may ease pressure on the Federal Reserve to raise interest rates, which will help reduce the volatility of the baht and inflation in Thailand.

If Mr Trump wins, there may be a significant increase in tariffs on Chinese imports of up to 60% or more, according to the agency.

There is also an opportunity for US companies to relocate their manufacturing bases to Thailand, while demand for products from Thailand may increase, offering opportunities for Thai entrepreneurs to be part of the global supply chain.

However, the US may impose non-tariff barriers such as health and environmental regulations and food standards to protect consumers and preserve the environment, noted the TPSO.

"Thai entrepreneurs should comply with environmental regulations and standards to build trust and create opportunities to be part of the global supply chain," Mr Poonpong said.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/2889337/agency-tracks-us-polls-for-policy-insights



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Casino law expected to be sent to cabinet this year                

                              

                                  
                    
                      [image: Mr Julapun says the draft law would be the first in Thailand to allow legal casinos. (Photo: 123RF)]
                                              
                          Mr Julapun says the draft law would be the first in Thailand to allow legal casinos. (Photo: 123RF)                        

                                          

                  

                                The draft law on entertainment complexes is expected to be submitted to the cabinet for consideration this year, according to Deputy Finance Minister Julapun Amornvivat.
Mr Julapun said following cabinet approval, the administration will forward the draft law for parliamentary deliberation.

The House of Representatives is set to reconvene for a regular session from mid-December until April next year.

He said the draft law would be the first in Thailand to allow legal casinos.

The draft recently went through a public hearing, as required by the constitution, with 82% supporting the draft.

Mr Julapun said according to a study by the Fiscal Policy Office, the establishment of entertainment complexes in Thailand could attract an additional 5-20% of foreign tourists, increasing spending per visitor to 60,000 baht, from the current 40,000 baht.

The complexes are expected to support the growth of the Thai economy, both during the construction phase, which will require significant investment to build comprehensive entertainment venues, and after their completion.

In addition to attracting tourists, they will also create jobs for local residents.

"I hope as many Thais as possible will be employed in the entertainment complexes, which may require training to ensure they have the necessary skills," he said.

For private sector investors interested in investing in the complexes, the draft law stipulates a minimum registered capital of 10 billion baht.

Mr Julapun said the government will consider what companies can offer and what types of projects the state wants to develop as man-made tourist attractions.

For Thais wishing to enter a casino, the draft legislation stipulates the entry fee must not exceed 5,000 baht per visit.

The concession period for the complexes offers licences valid for 30 years, renewable in 10-year increments.

The licence fee is set at 5 billion baht, with an annual fee of 1 billion baht.
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        NK troops sent to the Ukraine: cannon fodder?
        The rumours were true. The apparent dispatch of elite North Korean military units to fight alongside Russian troops in Ukraine appears at first surprising but actually is quite logical given the historic and comradely ties between Pyongyang and Moscow. After all, North Korea's isolated Kim Jong-un regime has forged increasingly close ties with Vladimir Putin's Russia and the cash-strapped North...

      

      
        Lawfare is back again
        Thai politics is poised for another period of turmoil as the Election Commission (EC) has accepted a petition against the ruling Pheu Thai Party and five coalition partners, accusing them of allowing Thaksin Shinawatra to exert influence over their internal affairs.

      

      
        Laws must guard all ethnic rights
        One of the most important yet neglected issues in Thailand is the need to protect our indigenous peoples and their remarkable cultures. Over 60 ethnic groups contribute to the rich diversity of our society.

      

      
        Taiwan signals new openness to nuclear power
        Taiwan is "very open" to using new nuclear technology to meet surging demand from chipmakers devouring electricity in the AI boom, according to Premier Cho Jung-tai -- one of the strongest signs yet that the government is rethinking its opposition to reactors.

      

      
        Invest in WHO for outsize returns
        In August, 14 of Africa's poorest countries, alongside international organisations and private companies, pledged over US$45 million (1.5 billion baht) to the World Health Organization's (WHO's) new Investment Round, which aims to raise $7.1 billion in voluntary contributions to close its current funding gap for the next four years, improve primary care, and build a more robust, better-trained...

      

      
        Strengthening Thailand's supply chain
        The Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF) is a US-led economic initiative launched in May 2022 to deepen economic relations among Indo-Pacific nations. It comprises four key pillars: Trade (Pillar I), Supply Chain (Pillar II), Clean Energy (Pillar III), and Fair Economy (Pillar IV).

      

      
        Congestion fee questions
        Politicians and our transport agencies have long considered introducing a traffic congestion charge, but they were never serious or daring enough to upset motorists.

      

      
        For trans people, a doctor's visit can be a dilemma
        Nine years ago, when I spotted blood in my ejaculate, I made an appointment to see my urologist. I quickly found myself to be the only woman in the waiting room. A handful of men surrounded me, and I could see the gears turning in their heads, wondering why a person who presented as and looked like a woman was waiting alongside them.

      

      
        Brics could be catalyst for global revamp
        A new age of international relations is dawning. With the West accounting for a declining share of global GDP, and the world becoming increasingly multipolar, countries are jostling to establish their positions in the emerging order. This includes both the emerging economies -- represented by the recently expanded Brics grouping -- that seek a leading role in writing the rules of the new order,...

      

      
        Behind Thailand's winning UNHRC bid
        Thailand's being elected to the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) for the 2025-2027 term was not a stroke of luck.
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									NK troops sent to the Ukraine: cannon fodder?								

															

																The rumours were true. The apparent dispatch of elite North Korean military units to fight alongside Russian troops in Ukraine appears at first surprising but actually is quite logical given the historic and comradely ties between Pyongyang and Moscow. After all, North Korea's isolated Kim Jong-un regime has forged increasingly close ties with Vladimir Putin's Russia and the cash-strapped North Koreans have shipped more than eight million 122mm and 152mm artillery shells to Russia during in the past year.
The story goes back to the mists of WWII and the close political and military links between Stalin's Soviet Union and various Korean communist factions fighting the Japanese. Many Koreans had fled to the Soviet Far East and had come under the patronage of the Soviet military. Many would formally join the Red Army; one such Korean was Kim Il-sung, a loyal and unquestioning Red Army Captain personally selected by Stalin to rule what would become the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK), aka North Korea, in 1948.

While there were many Korean partisan factions fighting the Japanese, one was pro-Chinese communist, others nationalist, and others pro-Soviet; it was Kim's faction which had Stalin's blessing and was given the mandate to rule the DPRK. Though Moscow was influential in creating the DPRK, this move did not mitigate communist China's strong and competing influence on the peninsula from day one. Historically, China saw itself as the "Big Brother" and protector of the Korean people, whether they liked it or not.

South Korea's National Intelligence Service (NIS) has confirmed the "beginning of the North's direct involvement" in the Ukraine war, after having discovered that North Korean troops had embarked on Russian Navy transport ships. The NIS later stated that 1,500 North Korean troops were transported to Russia between Oct 8-13. A Seoul intelligence source was quoted saying that North Korea is expected to deploy a total of 12,000 troops, including those from the country's most elite military units, to the war in Ukraine.

The North Korean troops deployed to Russia have been stationed across various locations in the Far East, including Vladivostok and Khabarovsk, where they are currently integrated with Russian military units, according to NIS. The North Koreans have been issued Russian uniforms, fake IDs, and weapons.

But will these units become cannon fodder to replace ill-motivated Russian conscripts or shall hardened and tough North Koreans work together as cohesive combat units to fulfil specific missions? Recall Chechen militia units fought effectively in the early stage of Moscow's invasion.

South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol and Nato chief Mark Rutte agreed that North Korea's military support for Russia in Ukraine escalates regional tensions and threatens global peace.

For Pyongyang, this becomes a win-win as it follows secret defence cooperation deals made in June this year between Mr Putin and Mr Kim. North Korea will probably get paid handsomely, Moscow does not have to explain North Korean losses to Russian mothers, and the DPRK People's Army gets genuine combat experience they have not had since the Korean War.

Keep in mind that North Korean soldiers are always marching and drilling, and their aged generals are bedecked in medals from a war that ended 70 years ago. A Ukraine deployment offers serious combat experience in the tough living conditions the North Korean troops are accustomed to. Moreover, they may not necessarily be assigned frontline fighting duties but rather combat engineering and logistics tasks.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky cited intelligence reports indicating that North Korean personnel have already been deployed in Russian-occupied Ukrainian territories.

It's significant to recall that during the 1980s, the North Koreans sent military units to assist various African left-wing regimes. Indeed, in many African states, including Libya, North Korean units were used as Pretorian guards to protect unpopular regimes and to effectively counter domestic resistance.

Seoul's Korea Times added, "Kim Jong-un's gamble; For Kim Jong-un, the troop deployment to Russia is a high-stakes poker game."

The deployment to Ukraine equally signals a high-profile power projection for the isolated DPRK and underscores a political shift that Mr Kim's regime can rock the geopolitical order with ballistic missiles and military meddling. Over the decades, Pyongyang's regime has cynically played a balancing act between Beijing and Moscow; in recent years, Mr Putin's Russia is in the ascendancy. For now.



John J Metzler is a United Nations correspondent covering diplomatic and defence issues. He is the author of 'Divided Dynamism: The Diplomacy of Separated Nations: Germany, Korea, China.'
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									Lawfare is back again								
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																Thai politics is poised for another period of turmoil as the Election Commission (EC) has accepted a petition against the ruling Pheu Thai Party and five coalition partners, accusing them of allowing Thaksin Shinawatra to exert influence over their internal affairs.
The petition was filed with the EC by several individuals and political activists, including Warong Dechgitvigrom, chairman of the Thai Pakdee Party; Ruangkrai Leekitwattana of the Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP); and Noppharut Worachitwutthikun, a former key leader of the Phirap Khao 2006 political group.

The allegations focus on a meeting of key figures from Pheu Thai and four coalition parties -- Bhumjaithai, United Thai Nation (UTN), Palang Pracharath (PPRP), Chartthaipattana, and Prachachat -- held on Aug 14 at Thaksin's Chan Song La residence.

The meeting was convened to discuss the nomination of a new prime minister following the Constitutional Court's removal of Srettha Thavisin from office due to his appointment of Pichit Chuenban, an ex-convict, to the cabinet.

Initially, the group proposed Chaikasem Nitisiri as their candidate, but later switched to Paetongtarn Shinawatra, Thaksin's daughter.

If the EC finds merit in the complaints, it will refer the case to the court for a ruling on the dissolution of the parties involved.

While the Pheu Thai Party dismisses the potential dissolution as mere political manoeuvring, calling it a "dangerous game," some analysts are pessimistic about the party's future.

They cite Thaksin's behaviour following his release from hospital -- his media interviews concerning the cabinet's formation, comments on his daughter Paetongtarn's performance, and his high-profile "vision talk" on Aug 22 -- as well as the Aug 14 meeting at Chan Song La involving coalition leaders after Mr Srettha's ouster from the top job.

Under the 2017 constitution, parties found to be under external influence can face severe penalties, including dissolution.

The big question is whether such extreme measures, now seen as "lawfare," truly benefit Thai democracy. Is the so-called "return to square one" a worthy sacrifice for the country's political development?

Over the past 20 years, major parties, including Thai Rak Thai and Palang Prachachon, have been dissolved, only to come back stronger.

In the cases of the Future Forward Party and Move Forward Party, supporters viewed this lawfare as a dirty trick, which only heightened public sympathy for the dissolved progressive parties.

Such drastic measures deprive a generation of young and capable politicians of the opportunity to contribute to the country's development.

Moreover, a number of legal experts have challenged the court's rulings, particularly concerning the Move Forward Party's bid to amend Section 112.

Public scepticism towards the role of independent bodies, including the EC and the court, has clearly grown, as lawfare has damaged their credibility.

It goes without saying that the impending upheaval will jeopardise Thai politics, deepening existing conflicts.

While all parties should be held accountable, penalties should target individual party leaders or executives rather than intervening in the institutional integrity of parties and their fate as a whole through the contentious use of lawfare.
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																One of the most important yet neglected issues in Thailand is the need to protect our indigenous peoples and their remarkable cultures. Over 60 ethnic groups contribute to the rich diversity of our society.
This is "cultural capital," and it can be harnessed for the sustainable development of our country. Indigenous cultural wisdom, which is closely tied to nature, is a body of knowledge that has been developed, accumulated, and transmitted over many centuries.

Unfortunately, our laws and institutions have often failed to protect the rights of these ethnic groups, who have long faced pressures and injustices that threaten their identities and traditions.

The good news is that the government is on the verge of passing a law to safeguard and promote indigenous ways of life. This is a big step, but the law needs support from all sectors to ensure it is effectively implemented.

The stakes are high, not just for these people but for our entire society. Traditional knowledge can help create economic value, serving as "knowledge capital" to help us sustainably manage natural resources rooted in a sense of ecological harmony.

A good example is the forest knowledge of the Pga K'nyau people, who developed traditions based on careful observation of the characteristics and patterns of their natural surroundings.

A "forest," as the Pga K'nyau see it, is not merely trees and wildlife; it is a living space where humans and nature are interconnected. This understanding allows them to manage each forest according to its specific characteristics. One type is "Ker Nue," or "Ker Nue Mue," which refers to a humid evergreen forest, also called a women's forest. This differs from "Ker Nue Pa," an arid dipterocarp forest or men's forest.

Based on this understanding, Noraeri Thungmueangthong, a Pga K'nyau woman from Huai Ee Khang village in Mae Win, Chiang Mai province, has conserved 60 rai (9 hectares) of forest land as a women's forest to pass on the knowledge of her community's women. Although it is called a women's forest, it serves everyone, providing food and medicinal herbs for people of all ages and genders. This shows how an indigenous group acts as a steward of natural biodiversity as a shared asset.

Another case is the Maniq people, a small indigenous group of fewer than 600 living in the forests of the Bantad mountain range in the southern provinces of Phatthalung, Satun, and Trang. They possess deep knowledge of local herbs and botanicals to treat various ailments. This knowledge strengthens their community, helping them live with self-reliance and dignity.

The know-how of ethnic people has intrinsic value to these groups as their cultural inheritance, a pillar of their daily lives and identities.

For all of us, the more diverse our cultural heritage, the greater the knowledge capital available for inclusive, sustainable development, boosting resilience from the grassroots up. Many ethnic communities have leveraged their wisdom to generate economic value, improving their quality of life and strengthening our society as a whole.

Globally, discussions of economic and social development are increasingly recognising the connection between nature and culture. This new paradigm acknowledges the role of indigenous communities in managing the environment in a balanced and sustainable way.

In 2006, UNESCO's member states ratified the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, affirming that indigenous communities play a crucial role in the "production, safeguarding, maintenance, and re-creation of intangible cultural heritage, thereby enriching cultural diversity and human creativity."

Unfortunately, Thai society still does not fully comprehend or accept cultural differences. We tend to view ethnicity as "otherness." We know little about indigenous peoples, and our policies and laws often overlook their cultures. This neglect has eroded the ancient knowledge and skills of ethnic groups, preventing them from realising their full potential.

Worse still, there have been severe violations of their rights. The Karen community in Ban Bangkloi, Phetchaburi province, was displaced 30 years ago from their ancestral territory, where they once lived self-sufficiently. Forced to change their way of life, they have lost some of their self-determination.

While the state has attempted to address these issues, its approach has often failed to align with the traditions and problem-solving methods of the community. This has complicated the situation, and conflicts have intensified over the past three decades. The Karen people have been left in a state of vulnerability and decline.

To help our society do better, the sustainable development movement encourages Thai people and institutions to appreciate the cultural wisdom of ethnic groups and treat them with respect. Government agencies like the Sirindhorn Anthropology Centre, political parties such as Pheu Thai and Move Forward, as well as civil society groups like the Council of Indigenous Peoples in Thailand and the People's Movement for a Just Society (P-Move), have pushed for laws that protect and promote indigenous ways of life.

This movement aims to shift the administrative paradigm away from welfare-based assistance, which can undermine self-reliance. Instead, the new emphasis is on "empowerment," recognising and promoting the dignity of ethnic communities. This shift helps indigenous traditions to be seen as assets for all of society, fostering "equality" based on diversity and social progress.

The proposed law marks a major step forward for Thai society. It will help ensure that ethnic groups enjoy equal rights as citizens of Thailand so they can live securely and freely express their cultural identities.

Efforts to push this legislation forward have continued since 2019. In February 2024, the House of Representatives accepted the principles of the draft bill for the protection and promotion of indigenous ways of life. A committee completed its review of the bill in September, and it is now slated for a vote by the House of Representatives and the Senate. I expect that by early 2025, Thailand will have its first indigenous peoples' law.

As Thais, we should open our hearts and see ethnic groups not as outsiders but as a creative force that contributes to the nation. Let's join in advocating for the passage of this law. It will strengthen our society.



Anthropologist Apinan Thammasena is Manager of Social Communication and Public Policy at the Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn Anthropology Centre. Heritage Matters is a column presented by The Siam Society Under Royal Patronage to advocate for the conservation of Thailand's architectural, cultural, and natural heritage, as well as that of the neighbouring region. Each edition is by a different contributor. The views expressed are those of the author.
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																Taiwan is "very open" to using new nuclear technology to meet surging demand from chipmakers devouring electricity in the AI boom, according to Premier Cho Jung-tai -- one of the strongest signs yet that the government is rethinking its opposition to reactors.
"As long as there is a consensus within Taiwan on nuclear safety and a good direction and guarantees for handling nuclear waste, with this strong consensus, we can have a public discussion," Mr Cho said in an interview with Bloomberg News.

"We hope that Taiwan can also catch up with global trends and new nuclear technologies," Mr Cho said on Thursday, while also reiterating his view that "Taiwan will have no issues with power supply for industries before 2030."

Mr Cho's comments underscore what appears to be a shift by a government that has opposed using nuclear for safety reasons. Public support for using reactors in Taiwan plunged in 2011 when neighbouring Japan was struck by an earthquake that wrecked the Fukushima plant, leading to a crisis Tokyo is still sorting out.

The opposition to nuclear power is getting harder to maintain given the incessant demand that the artificial intelligence boom is placing on chipmakers like Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Co. Taiwan has raised electricity prices twice this year, with the latest being a 12.5% increase for industrial users that began earlier this month.

Still, TSMC Chief Executive Officer C C Wei said during a post-earnings call Thursday that the company has been assured by the government it will have enough electricity, water and land to support expansion.

Taiwan isn't alone in taking a closer look at nuclear to boost power supply. Microsoft Corp is helping revive the shuttered Three Mile Island nuclear plant in Pennsylvania by agreeing to buy all the output. Meanwhile, Alphabet Inc's Google and Amazon.com Inc are both investing in next-generation nuclear technology.

The Philippines and South Korea have also agreed to conduct a feasibility study on possibly rehabbing the Southeast Asian nation's mothballed nuclear plant.

Taiwan's rethink also comes as China's military has staged drills that appear to simulate a blockade of the self-ruled island that's home to 23 million people. Though there are no signs of imminent conflict, the risk of Taiwan being cut off from important energy supplies is one that officials such as Mr Cho must consider.

Underscoring the interest in someday embracing nuclear power, the 65-year-old Cho said he'd ask the state-backed power provider to make sure that personnel from the archipelago's decommissioned reactors stay in their jobs. Taiwan is set to close its last nuclear reactor in the spring.

"This is because we need to prepare for future nuclear technology developments and to respond to any potential legal changes in Taiwan," Mr Cho said.

In addition to boosting power demand, surging global investment in AI has also put Taiwan's chipmakers, especially TSMC, in the spotlight because they make the vast majority of the world's most advanced semiconductors.

The US, Japan, and other governments have, in turn, sought to lure TSMC to build chip plants on their soil.

The government of Taiwanese President Lai Ching-te, of which Mr Cho is a member, has been fine with TSMC's overseas expansion. In Thursday's interview, Mr Cho linked that expansion to Taiwan's efforts to build stronger ties with like-minded democracies to counter China, which claims the island as its territory and has pledged to eventually bring it under Beijing's control, by force if necessary.

That said, Mr Cho also hopes firms like Nvidia Corp, Infineon Technologies AG and Advanced Micro Devices Inc will open R&D facilities in Taiwan.

"Taiwan's economic resiliency comes from the partnership we have with friendly countries," he said. "We have a strong vertically integrated supply chain. This is why we believe Taiwan can play an important role in the democratic supply chain."

Of course, Taiwan's efforts to bolster its security go beyond semiconductors. The government announced plans in August to lift defence spending to a record in 2025 -- the eighth straight year of increases. The total figure would account for 2.45% of estimated GDP next year, in line with recent years and greater than the 2% target for Nato countries.

That hasn't satisfied everyone. Former US president Donald Trump recently made comments to a columnist for the Washington Post that suggested Taiwan should boost spending on its armed forces to 10% of GDP.

Mr Cho, a former chairman of the ruling Democratic Progressive Party, said in response, "While we cannot allocate 10% of GDP to defence in one go, we have increased the budget compared to the past".

"We also hope that through Taiwan's efforts, the world will recognise Taiwan's determination and provide greater support," he added.

In the interview, Cho also reiterated the government's desire to expand defence ties with the US and other nations which are looking to reduce their supply-chain links to China. One example he mentioned was that Taiwan recently hosted a number of executives from overseas drone makers. If successful, the strategy would create more incentive for those governments to come to Taiwan's aid in an emergency.

"Because Taiwan understands its role in the democratic supply chain and the world's reliance on Taiwan, I often say that the more Taiwan is needed, the more important it becomes," Mr Cho said. "We are continuously moving forward on this path." (c)2024 Bloomberg

Matthew Winkler is editor in chief emeritus of Bloomberg News. Miaojung Lin is journalist, Bloomberg Law. Debby Wu is tech reporter at Bloomberg. Yian Lee is reporter at Bloomberg covering geopolitical and economic topics.
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									Invest in WHO for outsize returns								

															

																In August, 14 of Africa's poorest countries, alongside international organisations and private companies, pledged over US$45 million (1.5 billion baht) to the World Health Organization's (WHO's) new Investment Round, which aims to raise $7.1 billion in voluntary contributions to close its current funding gap for the next four years, improve primary care, and build a more robust, better-trained health workforce.
Amid climate disruptions, pandemics, and rapid population ageing, the WHO estimates that its fundraising effort could save an additional 40 million lives over the next four years. The African Development Bank has committed $10 million, while countries like Ethiopia and Niger have each pledged $2 million. Earlier this month, countries and partner organisations from the WHO South-East Asia Region -- including India, Indonesia, North Korea, and Sri Lanka -- pledged $345 million.

This raises an important question: if low-income countries like Chad and lower-middle-income countries like Cote d'Ivoire can contribute their fair share, will their wealthier counterparts step up?

The WHO, which provides critical aid to roughly 166 million people in conflict zones such as Ukraine, Afghanistan, Yemen, Syria, South Sudan, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, urgently requires more consistent and predictable funding. Otherwise, its ability to respond to health crises caused by wars, disease outbreaks, famines, droughts, and floods will be severely constrained, denying millions of people the emergency medical assistance they need. The WHO must also sustain its ongoing efforts in impoverished countries, where billions of people lack regular access to health care. In response to these evolving needs, the new Investment Round calls for just 0.1% of the $9 trillion spent annually on health care.

When the WHO was founded after World War II, member states provided flexible funding that allowed for long-term planning. But nowadays, the organisation can be certain about only 20% of its budget and relies on voluntary, often earmarked, contributions for the rest, limiting its effectiveness. Even with institutional reforms underway, the current Investment Round is vital for securing the flexible funding required to implement the organisation's strategy over the next four years.

If Covid-19 has taught us anything, it is that health emergencies know no borders and that another pandemic is not a question of if, but when. Alarmingly, as global health threats grow more frequent and severe, the number of unvaccinated children is rising for the first time in modern history, exposing them to deadly diseases again. Moreover, communicable diseases have re-emerged as a leading cause of premature deaths.

The climate crisis, too, is undeniably an escalating health crisis, with millions more people projected to die from malnutrition, cancer, malaria, air pollution, and extreme weather events. Meanwhile, the silent pandemic of antimicrobial resistance, which contributes to five million deaths annually, threatens to reverse a century of medical progress.

Against this backdrop, the world is grappling with a profound mental health crisis. As our understanding of mental health disorders has deepened, we now recognise that they are far more prevalent than previously thought. Notably, more than 700,000 people worldwide die by suicide each year.

While health is enshrined as a human right in the constitutions of 140 countries, more than four billion people lack access to basic care, leaving them so vulnerable that they cannot afford to get sick. Investing in health care is thus the best insurance policy we can have. The results speak for themselves: every dollar invested in the WHO generates a remarkable $35 return in improved health outcomes. But the organisation's 194 member states currently contribute just $0.30 per person annually to keep it afloat.

Closing the funding gap is crucial for enabling the WHO to respond to the next pandemic swiftly and effectively. Of the $7.1 billion it aims to raise, $1.6 billion will be used for expanding health care in low- and middle-income countries -- equivalent to just $0.13 per year from each of the three billion people in the global middle class.

With adequate funding over the next four years, the WHO can address gender-based health disparities, which account for 75 million years of life lost each year, by tackling issues such as postpartum haemorrhage, the leading cause of maternal deaths. These funds will also accelerate the implementation of the global strategy to accelerate the elimination of cervical cancer. And they will help finance the organisation's Special Initiative for Mental Health, increasing support for the one billion people living with mental health conditions.

Altogether, fully funding the WHO's programme of work for the next four years could prevent 40 million deaths by 2028, including 7.5 million deaths from climate-related causes, 6.5 million from noncommunicable diseases, and five million from infectious diseases. Moreover, it could improve health outcomes for six billion people and provide access to health care for five billion individuals facing financial hardship as a result of out-of-pocket expenses.

The past few decades have shown what international cooperation, spearheaded by the WHO, can achieve. Coordinated global efforts have successfully eradicated smallpox, advanced the fight against tuberculosis, and reduced HIV deaths by 70% within 20 years. Over the past five years alone, I estimate that 25 countries have eliminated at least one tropical disease, allowing the WHO to expand its efforts to eliminate 30 communicable diseases.

Just imagine what we can accomplish in the next four years. A fully funded WHO could protect the world from health emergencies, reduce gender-based disparities, eliminate many more diseases, bridge the mental-health treatment gap, combat antimicrobial resistance, and ensure that displaced people worldwide have access to essential medical services.

While I remain hopeful, achieving these goals depends on closing the current funding gap. In the face of what Martin Luther King, Jr, famously called the "fierce urgency of now", we cannot afford to wait. (c)2024 Project Syndicate 

Gordon Brown, a former prime minister of the United Kingdom, is UN Special Envoy for Global Education and Chair of Education Cannot Wait.
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																The Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF) is a US-led economic initiative launched in May 2022 to deepen economic relations among Indo-Pacific nations. It comprises four key pillars: Trade (Pillar I), Supply Chain (Pillar II), Clean Energy (Pillar III), and Fair Economy (Pillar IV).
This agreement does not include market access. Each pillar was designed as a separate potential agreement. Negotiations on each pillar move at a different pace and conclude at different times. Member countries were allowed to determine which pillars they wanted to participate in.

At present, IPEF has 14 member countries, including Australia, Brunei, Fiji, India, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand, Singapore, South Korea, Thailand, the Philippines, the US and Vietnam.

IPEF negotiations had proceeded relatively smoothly for three of the four pillars. However, for Pillar I, negotiations may not be concluded in time for the US presidential elections in November 2024.

The IPEF agreement relating to supply chain resilience, known as the Supply Chain Agreement, entered into force on Feb 24, 2024. Pillar II aims to build resilient and inclusive supply chains that can better withstand disruptions, ensuring that goods flow efficiently even during global crises such as pandemics, natural disasters or geopolitical tensions.

Pillar II focuses on resilience and inclusiveness. The resilience calls for strategies to identify and address vulnerabilities in supply chains, overdependence on certain regions or critical raw materials and to establish frameworks for rapid response to disruptions such as natural disasters, health emergencies, or political instability and promoting the diversification of sourcing materials, components, and finished goods across multiple countries to avoid bottlenecks.

The inclusiveness calls for assurance for SMEs' easy and full participation in global supply chains by improving access to trade financing, logistics, and digital tools, promoting economic opportunities for traditionally underserved sectors and regions, aiming to spread the benefits of economic growth more evenly across the Indo-Pacific and encouraging the adoption of high labour and environmental standards to create sustainable and fair supply chains.

Key initiatives under Pillar II include collaboration between the government and industry to map out supply chain dependencies and identify weak points that could cause disruptions. IPEF members will share best practices, technological expertise, and resources to enhance supply chain robustness and develop systems to detect and respond to disruptions, helping member countries mitigate the impact quickly.

Pillar II stems from supply chain disruptions caused by the concentration of production in certain regions or countries, which pose risks to international trade and investment.

Examples include the shortage of personal protective equipment during the Covid-19 crisis and the concentration of semiconductor production.

These disruptions may increase if trade-tech wars or natural disasters occur.

In response to such challenges, many countries are reducing risks by relocating production back to their home countries or alliance nations to reduce dependency on countries where there is a concentration of products. For instance, Japan has implemented policies to support Japanese companies in reshoring or offshoring in Southeast Asia countries.

Under this agreement, member countries will jointly identify critical sectors and key goods or products that involve supply chain risks to ensure the flexibility and efficiency of supply chains.

Pillar II also establishes coordination mechanisms between member countries through two bodies: the IPEF Supply Chain Council, where member countries will target critical sectors and key goods regarding supply chain disruptions, and the IPEF Supply Chain Crisis Response Network, which will provide a critical communication channel to share information and request assistance.

Additionally, the agreement calls for creating an "IPEF Labor Rights Advisory Board" to promote labour rights and workforce development across IPEF supply chains.

Driving the Thai economy requires linking trade and investment with the global market. In the past, Thai businesses have been integrated into international supply chains across various products and have encountered challenges.

Joining the IPEF supply chain will allow relevant industries to gain early access to information through exchanges with member countries and have the opportunity to set agendas and standards related to supply chains. Moreover, Thailand could benefit if member countries relocate their production bases to Thailand.

There are opportunities and risks for specific industries to participate in Pillar II.

TDRI, supported by the National Research Council of Thailand, examined the challenges, opportunities, and risks of Thailand's participation in Pillar II in certain industries that may be designated as critical sectors and key goods under Pillar II.

The findings are as follows:

Automotive and parts: Supply chain disruptions have been caused by shortages of certain parts. Joining Pillar II presents opportunities for attracting investment in key goods such as batteries. The risks to Thailand are minimal since the country is not a major producer of high-risk key goods within the supply chain.

Microelectronics: The global chip shortage has impacted production in many industries. Pillar II may indirectly benefit Thailand by improving supply chain transparency, which could assist in planning to mitigate chip shortages. The risk is the high concentration of hard disk drive production in Thailand, which might lead to the relocation of production bases, though this is unlikely as hard disk drives are not considered key goods.

Medical products: Shortages of items such as vaccines, medicines, and PPE created health security concerns during the Covid-19 pandemic. Participating in Pillar II may allow Thailand to receive allocations of previously scarce items during health crises and possibly become a base for production, clinical trials, and vaccine research. The risk of production relocation is low since Thailand is not currently a key production base.

Processed food: In the past, the processed food industry faced challenges such as the avian influenza outbreak, which affected the poultry industry, and labour protection issues in the fishing sector. The opportunity from joining Pillar II is to become a protein supply source for various countries during food shortages. As for the risks, there are likely no additional risks beyond the existing ones related to environmental and labour issues in the supply chain.

In conclusion, Thailand could benefit from participating in Pillar II in several ways:

1. Thailand could contribute to developing supply chain mechanisms, enabling the government and businesses to receive timely information, adapt, and protect the interests of local businesses, workers, and consumers.

2. Thailand would gain access to information and benefit from various cooperative mechanisms, especially the IPEF Supply Chain Crisis Response Network.

3. Thailand could attract investment in key goods from both IPEF member countries and non-member countries.

4. Thailand could use Pillar II as an additional channel to request member countries to reduce trade barriers for Thai exports, both tariff and non-tariff, to enhance the flexibility and efficiency of critical sectors and key goods supply chains.

To maximise these benefits, Thailand should integrate efforts between government agencies and closely coordinate with the public and private sectors. Additionally, Thai representatives in the IPEF Supply Chain Council and the IPEF Supply Chain Crisis Response Network should take a proactive approach by compiling a database of parts manufacturers and monitoring developments related to goods that may be impacted by Thailand's key production status in IPEF, preparing preventative measures and responses for potential risks.

The government should also consider reviewing domestic regulations to facilitate business and data sharing while protecting confidential and sensitive information. A mechanism should be established to develop standards for protecting such information, ensuring Thailand benefits maximally from this agreement.

Khanitha Pakinamhang is a researcher at the Thailand Development Research Institute. Policy analyses from the TDRI appear in the Bangkok Post on alternate Wednesdays.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/2888713/strengthening-thailands-supply-chain



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Congestion fee questions								
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																Politicians and our transport agencies have long considered introducing a traffic congestion charge, but they were never serious or daring enough to upset motorists.
The idea was that motorist fees would help reduce traffic congestion, but it failed to gain traction until now, with the Pheu Thai-led government turning this pipe dream into reality.

Transport Minister Suriya Jungrungreangkit announced this week that the government will study how the charge will be collected and what zones will be selected.

The study will take six months to one year to complete, and a pilot project in heavily congested inner-city areas is expected to start soon.

The collected revenue will be used to buy out all private electric trains and subways. Under state control, the government will charge a 20-baht flat rate for all city electric trains.

Lest we forget, this policy is the electoral pledge of the Pheu Thai Party.

The congestion charge has always been a good idea, and many have wondered why politicians did not introduce it earlier when traffic was light and town planning was still manageable.

Singapore introduced such a policy in 1975 with the Area License System (ALS), which charged drivers a flat fee. Singapore and major cities such as London, Milan, and Stockholm have used congestion charges to control the number of cars, reduce air pollution, and collect massive revenue to fund other mass transit projects or social projects.

But questions arise. Is this policy going to work in Bangkok? Or is it just a charge to finance the buyout of electric trains and subways without changing the traffic and transport at a fundamental level?

Indeed, Thai governments have sponsored many studies about traffic congestion fees.

One of the most recent studies is the "Pre-feasibility Study Congestion Charging in Bangkok: Scenarios and Effects of Potential Policy Alternatives", prepared by the German development agency GIZ and Thailand's Office of Transport and Traffic Policy and Planning (OTP), which was released in 2022.

The report fully advocates the congestion charge policy, saying it will help reduce traffic congestion, reduce emissions and generate gross revenues ranging from 6 to 40 billion baht annually.

Yet, this policy requires much work -- not just installing equipment to collect fees like our state agencies have done with toll booths.

The study warns that the government needs to scale up the quality and quantity of public buses and related infrastructure, such as parking spaces and decent pavement, to accommodate more commuters.

Good public transport and infrastructure will encourage drivers to leave their cars at home. Without good public buses and feeder systems, drivers may just prefer to pay the fee.

That said, the government cannot and must not focus on getting revenue to buy back electric train concessions and infrastructure; it must prepare the whole public transport and town plan.

The government must allocate budget money and introduce policies for city administration and transport agencies to upgrade infrastructure and traffic plans accordingly.

Without ambitious goals and adequate preparation, a policy that works in other countries could be ineffective for the city and its residents.
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									For trans people, a doctor's visit can be a dilemma								
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																Nine years ago, when I spotted blood in my ejaculate, I made an appointment to see my urologist. I quickly found myself to be the only woman in the waiting room. A handful of men surrounded me, and I could see the gears turning in their heads, wondering why a person who presented as and looked like a woman was waiting alongside them.
"Is your husband in there?" said the man two chairs to my right. As a transgender woman, passing as the gender I align with is one of the most joyous and validating feelings. For those of us who have gone through male puberty with masculinising factors, aligning our external social presentation with our innermost core identity of gender requires both effort and luck.

If we were not in a doctor's office, I would have continued the conversation. But here, I tried to avoid it, hoping to prolong the secret that the urology appointment was for me. "No," I said with a polite smile.

The waiting room brought up all too familiar feelings: anxiety, uncertainty, and the fear of what the remaining men would say or think if I was outed. It also highlighted one of the core tensions in seeking quality health care as a trans person: We need providers to honour our gender identity beyond the simplistic frame of biology while being attentive to biological needs often linked to sex.

As I approached the front desk, a receptionist inquired if I was checking in on behalf of my husband. A second receptionist -- the one I had spoken to on the phone to make the appointment -- pulled the first to the side and whispered that the appointment was for me and that I was a transgender woman.

The first receptionist stammered, apologised for the confusion, and handed me a clipboard to fill out my medical details. I sat back down, feeling incredibly self-conscious. Now, the entire waiting room likely knew of my situation, that I-- like all of them -- had a prostate that needed to be examined.

The expectation of rejection and the cost of self-policing have profound effects on transgender lives. We are forced to live a life of vigilance, knowing our gender can shift in the eyes of the public at any moment. This is exhausting, and it can also have devastating health consequences. In a 2020 survey conducted by the Center for American Progress, 28% of transgender respondents said they had postponed or avoided necessary medical care in the past year out of fear of discrimination. Such fear inspires some trans people to cut off their history, drawing a clear line from the moment they transition and choosing not to look back on their "former" lives. But those lives also contain medical history that our bodies can't discard.

Because of this, doctors' visits often feel like a forced "outing", where we have to disclose our history to receive an accurate diagnosis. Despite the legal and professional rules that govern medicine, medical professionals are still, in the end, human. Some are accepting and tolerant, others are indifferent and ignorant, and still others are just plain spiteful.

When I had my hip labrum cartilage repaired, I knew the bottom half of my body would be naked on the operating table, which meant my penis would be out in the open for all the doctor's assistants to see. The fact that I'd be under anaesthesia and unconscious didn't deter me from making an effort to boldly declare my womanhood while unclothed. I got a pedicure two days before my surgery and picked a bright fuchsia colour -- the same one I've used for over a decade -- that I thought might help minimise the chances of being misgendered by the nursing staff as I waited for surgery.

But the day of the procedure, a snobbish blonde nurse looked me dead in the eye and called me "he" as she handed my medical chart over to my surgical coordinator. I made a polite attempt to correct her, but she kept referring to me as "him" and "he" to the other nurses. Finally, the surgical coordinator came to my side, rolled her eyes, and said with a nod: "I know, I know. Just ignore her. She's just a bitch."

Tragically, this experience is routine for trans people seeking health care. In a poll conducted by KFF and the Washington Post, 31% of trans adults reported that a healthcare provider had refused to acknowledge their gender identity, using instead their sex assigned at birth. Healthcare providers need to acknowledge our core identities even as we need to divulge our raw and tender histories. And precisely because this process can be so excruciating, it is critical for the transgender community -- and the medical sectors that support us -- to be consistent and precise with our language around gender, sex, and medicine. We must emphasise that being trans is about being seen for who we are as individuals rather than merely our biology while also advocating for the quality, compassionate health care that our biology might necessitate.

Underlying all of this is the frustrating reality that doctors are fallible and sometimes misinformed, which means we must speak up for ourselves when the situation demands. Infuriatingly, the 2020 Center for American Progress survey found that one in three transgender respondents had to "teach their doctor about transgender people in order to receive appropriate care". That was the case when I asked my general practitioner for a full panel of STD tests, only for him to ask if I had sex with men. I was so afraid to come off as double queer -- a transgender bisexual woman who had anal sex with men -- that I lied and said I only dated women. "You don't need the HIV panel if you don't have sex with men," he said. I was shocked at his ignorance, and to this day, regret not speaking up to inform him that the spread of HIV isn't restricted to anal male-on-male intercourse. I can't help but wonder how many additional people he misinformed due to my reticence.

I remembered the cost of remaining silent while at a doctor's visit last summer, when I needed an X-ray. "Are you pregnant?" the nurse asked.

"No," I replied, "I can't get pregnant."

She looked at me with one raised eyebrow. "How old were you when you had your hysterectomy?"

As good as it would have felt to continue to play along as a woman who was born female and had gone through puberty as one, I instead chose discomfort. When I told her I was transgender, she nodded, thanked me for my transparency, and proceeded to strap the lead vest on my chest. As the X-ray machine began to whirl, I smiled. It took bravery to own that moment of authenticity. But being honest with my nurse translated into better care for myself -- and maybe the next patient she works with, too. (c)Zocalo Public Square.

Natalie Yeh is an aerospace engineer and a writer.
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									Brics could be catalyst for global revamp								
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																A new age of international relations is dawning. With the West accounting for a declining share of global GDP, and the world becoming increasingly multipolar, countries are jostling to establish their positions in the emerging order. This includes both the emerging economies -- represented by the recently expanded Brics grouping -- that seek a leading role in writing the rules of the new order, and the smaller countries attempting to cultivate relationships that can safeguard their interests.
With Brics, what began as an asset class has become a symbol of the yearning for a more broadly representative global order, a hedge against Western-led institutions, and a means of navigating growing geopolitical uncertainty. All this has proved highly attractive. Earlier this year, Brics expanded from five countries (Brazil, China, India, Russia, and South Africa) to nine (adding Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, and the United Arab Emirates). And almost three dozen more countries -- including Nato member Turkey, close US partners Thailand and Mexico, and Indonesia, the world's largest Muslim country -- have applied to join.

While the diversity of the grouping's members (and applicants) highlights the broad appeal of the Brics+, it also creates challenges. These are countries with very different political systems, economies, and national goals. Some are even at odds with each other: China and India have been locked in a military standoff in the Himalayas for over four years.

With nine -- and possibly more -- member countries, establishing a common identity and agenda will require sustained effort. But other multilateral groupings that are not formal, charter-based institutions with permanent secretariats -- such as the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, the G20, and even the G7 -- also struggle with internal divisions.

Moreover, Brics have demonstrated considerable resilience. Western analysts have been predicting from the start that the grouping would unravel or drift into irrelevance. Yet this month's Brics+ summit in Kazan, Russia -- the first since the expansion -- may well bring movement toward further enlargement, as it underscores the West's failure to isolate Russia following its 2022 invasion of Ukraine.

This is not to underestimate the challenge of cohesion. The grouping's founding members do not even agree about its fundamental objectives: Whereas China and Russia want to spearhead a direct challenge to the United States-led world order, Brazil and India seek reforms of existing institutions and appear uneasy about any anti-Western orientation.

In this disagreement, however, the enlargement might tip the scales. Six of the group's nine members, including all four of the new additions, are formally part of the nonaligned movement, and two (Brazil and China) are observers. This suggests that there will be internal pressure for the Brics+ to chart a middle ground, focusing on democratising the global order rather than challenging the West.

That said, when it comes to fostering mutual trust with developing countries, the West has not been doing itself any favours lately. On the contrary, its weaponisation of finance and seizure of the interest earned on frozen Russian central bank assets have caused deepening disquiet in the non-Western world. As a result, a growing number of countries seem interested in exploring alternative arrangements, including new cross-border payment mechanisms.

All of this could aid the larger designs of Russia and China. China, in particular, stands to gain, such as from increased international use of the renminbi. Russia now generates much of its international export earnings in renminbi and stores them mostly in Chinese banks, thereby effectively giving China a share of the returns.

Brics are already engaged in institution-building, having established the New Development Bank in 2015. The NDB is not only the world's first multilateral development bank created and led by emerging economies; it is also the only one whose founding members remain equal shareholders with equal voice. By contrast, the US is the dominant shareholder and holds veto power in the World Bank.

The expanded Brics+ boast formidable global clout. The grouping dwarfs the G7, both demographically (with nearly 46% of the world's population, compared to the G7's 8.8%) and economically (accounting for 35% of global GDP, compared to the G7's 30%).

Yes, the group faces significant challenges, not least uniting to become a meaningful global force with defined (and realistic) political and economic objectives. But they also have the potential to serve as a catalyst for a long-overdue revamping of global governance so that it better reflects twenty-first-century realities. (c)2024 Project Syndicate

Brahma Chellaney, Professor Emeritus of Strategic Studies at the New Delhi-based Center for Policy Research and Fellow at the Robert Bosch Academy in Berlin, is the author of 'Water, Peace, and War: Confronting the Global Water Crisis'.
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																Thailand's being elected to the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) for the 2025-2027 term was not a stroke of luck.
The public has been surprised by Bangkok's success. Many hold a negative impression of the Pheu Thai-led government and question its advocacy for human rights. Such a sceptical view and resistance are nothing new for Thai governments. It must be recalled that in 2015, one year after the May coup, Thailand's candidacy for a UNHRC seat was punished. Before the selection process on Oct 9, many critics even urged UN members to carefully consider their votes for Thailand.

This phenomenon is particularly interesting. Those surprised by Thailand's successful UNHRC campaign this year are unaware of the country's role in international politics and human rights-related activities and programmes Thailand has promoted. Without a long-standing and solid foundation in human rights activities, Thailand would not have secured such a significant number of votes.

Sentiment at the local level apparently differs. That is because human rights-related news in Thailand has been pushed by Bangkok-based non-governmental organisations and covered by local and foreign news outlets across various media platforms. Many reports tie human rights abuses to domestic politics and its legal structure, a point that civil society groups have consistently emphasised. For the record, Thailand has well over 24,000 local and 87 foreign non-governmental organizations.

In this election, Thailand received 177 votes, the highest in the Asia-Pacific region. This stands in stark contrast to its failure in the 2015 bid, which followed a coup-installed government. It first held a seat on the council in 2012, a successful tenure that encouraged the subsequent Yingluck government to apply for a second term.

One frequently asked question is whether domestic political challenges had an impact on the UNHRC election this time -- such as the Constitutional Court's recent dissolution of the Move Forward Party or the removal of prime minister Srettha Thavisin, not to mention hundreds of political activists being jailed. Based on the voting outcome, it can be concluded that these political did not hold sway in the UNHRC selection on Oct 9.

Regardless of reports of rights abuses, Thailand, over the past two years, has made progress in human rights, earning support from UN member states. For instance, Thailand passed amendments to the Civil and Commercial Code, enacted the Marriage Equity Law, the Act on Timely Judicial Processes in 2022, and expanded universal health coverage, improving access to services for citizens under the 30-baht healthcare scheme.

Another key point was Thailand's ratification of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, which addresses the issue of forced disappearances, often referred to as oum or "abductions". In June this year, Thailand also withdrew certain reservations on the Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

One factor that resonated strongly with UN members was Thailand's decision in August, just weeks before the vote, to withdraw reservations to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, specifically regarding protecting children seeking refugee status under national law. In September, Thailand withdrew its reservations to Article 22 of the Convention, aligning with its pledge last year in Geneva.

From now on, the country will protect children seeking refugee status or those considered refugees according to domestic and international laws. This is a milestone development, especially given the large number of irregular migrants from Myanmar, with additional newborn members inside Thailand.

Thailand's two-year campaign, which began during the Prayut administration, also played a major role. In the UN diplomatic arena, exchanges of votes are common. Once Thailand announced its candidacy, negotiations and vote trading began with other UN countries. Before the vote, Thailand secured 161 written notes of support. Another crucial factor was Thailand's bilateral ties, as it maintains good relations with countries from the East and the West, gaining support from all sides.

Additionally, Thailand had a clear branding strategy in place. It positioned itself as a bridge between different perspectives among member states, using its strengths in progressive views akin to those of developed countries while also understanding developing nations' social, religious, and cultural contexts. Thailand also promoted cooperation in peacebuilding, conflict resolution, and engagement with UN members.

For the UNHRC, Thailand aimed to push for an efficient and impactful council that delivers real benefits to people on the ground rather than focusing on naming and shaming. Dialogue and capacity-building are critical components of Thailand's priorities.

Thailand's branding fits well within the geopolitical context, navigating a polarised world and enabling the country to engage with all sides. For medium and small countries, Thailand emphasised African nations, focusing on basic human rights, the right to development, public health cooperation, and non-racial discrimination.

The country is also mindful of the consistent criticism from local and international civil society, especially from countries in North America and Scandinavia with negative views. Thai diplomats engaged in dialogue and met with key stakeholders to potentially shift these countries' stances.

Kudos also go to the Thai envoys in Bangkok, New York, Geneva, and Washington and their staff at the Saranrom Palace. Another vital element was the use of experienced former human rights officials to aid the campaign. Former Vice Foreign Minister Sihasak Phuangketkeow, who previously chaired the UNHRC in Geneva in 2012, was enlisted to assist in New York with his extensive UN network and campaign experience.

Thailand's UNHRC membership brings enormous challenges to the fore. There will be heightened expectations from civil society and Western countries with close ties to Thailand regarding domestic human rights issues that require long-awaited reform and action. For instance, the Tak Bai incident, political double standards, enforced disappearances, children's rights, freedom of expression, and the treatment of irregular migrants, to name but a few.

Moreover, the country must also clearly manifest its position on issues related to vital international concerns, such as the rules-based international order and national sovereignty.

With a civilian elected government and support from UN members, all stakeholders in Thailand and abroad must be vigilant in keeping all concerned agencies and authorities on their toes to fulfil their pledges.
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        New movies out this week: Oct 24-30
        New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.

      

      
        Handshake Speakeasy in Mexico City named the World's Best Bar
        The annual list of The World's 50 Best Bars was unveiled on Tuesday in Madrid, Spain. In its 16th edition, the awards united the global bar community in recognition of the bartenders, bar owners and brands at the forefront of the international cocktail scene.&nbsp;

      

      
        Places to find thrills and chills for family fun this Halloween
        Halloween is only a week away but the fun has already started at many shopping places in Bangkok. Here are some venues making the festivities spooky yet happy for everyone.

      

      
        Makkasan Train Factory transforms into ghost town
        To join the Halloween celebrations, the Tourism Authority of Thailand and the State Railway of Thailand will transform Bangkok's Makkasan Train Factory into an enigmatic ghost town for the Thailand Goosebumps Festival 2024, which takes place from Saturday to Oct 31.
&nbsp;

      

      
        New releases for your streaming pleasure: Oct 23-29
        Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!

      

      
        B.Grimm strengthens  Thai-Korean relations through  art, music and culture
        The "Sawasdee Seoul Thai Festival 2024: T-Pop Story" took place earlier this month at Cheonggye Plaza in Seoul, attracting over 50,000 visitors eager to experience Thai culture. This event marked a dual celebration of Thailand's rich heritage and the 65th anniversary of diplomatic relations between Thailand and South Korea.

      

      
        The final outing
        Back for a fifth and final time, the Unfolding Kafka Festival 2024, a biennial contemporary performing arts festival founded and directed by Jitti Chompee, will unveil its most ambitious programme yet in celebration of the 100th anniversary of Franz Kafka's death and the festival's own 10-year anniversary.

      

      
        K-pop girl group 2NE1 set to perform  anniversary show in Bangkok this January
        K-pop girl group 2NE1 are known for their confidence and independent image. Their stage presence is a combination of powerful live vocals, individual charisma and engagement with the audience. When they disbanded in 2017, their fan club Blackjacks was devastated.

      

      
        Exhibition explores human connection
        The beauty of human connections and unity are portrayed through art during "Apa Khabar? How Are You?", which is running at La Lanta Fine Art until Nov 6.

      

      
        Sustainable and creative products come to 'Nature Invasion' at Open House
        Open House, a co-living space on Level 6 of Central Embassy, invites everyone to recharge with nature during "Open Market: Nature Invasion", which will kick off tomorrow and run until Oct 28.
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									New movies out this week: Oct 24-30

									'Venom: The Last Dance' is the third and final instalment of the Venom trilogy
								

								New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
								Dangerous Boys 2

Directed by Poj Arnon.

Who's in it?

Kunatip "Nick" Pinpradab, Siraphop "Net" Manithikhun, Napakawat "Santa" or " Ta" Ketreekorn and Peerapat "Jam" Jarutasroj. 

What's it about?

Ten years after the death of Mee, his younger brothers turn bad. After returning from France, Peng has conflicts with the hot-blooded teenage students of Wutthipratippanya and Thepprasan schools.

Why watch it?

If you've watched the first one, it seems only right to watch the second. 



Vampire humaniste cherche suicidaire consentant (Humanist Vampire Seeking Consenting Suicidal Person)

Directed by Ariane Louis-Seize.

Who's in it?

Sara Montpetit, Felix-Antoine Benard and Steve Laplante.

What's it about?

A young woman vampire is unable to kill to meet her need for blood, but may have found a solution in a young man with suicidal tendencies.

Why watch it?

Sasha's favorite song is Emotions by Brenda Lee.



Venom: The Last Dance

Directed by Kelly Marcel.

Who's in it? 

Juno Temple, Tom Hardy and Alanna Ubach.

What's it about? 

Eddie and Venom are on the run. Hunted by both of their worlds and with the net closing in, the duo are forced into a devastating decision that will bring the curtains down on Venom and Eddie's last dance.

Why watch it? 

For the incredibly hot Mr Hardy.



Aedosiui Salangbeob (Love In The Big City)

Directed by Eoni.

Who's in it? 

Salim Benoit, Kim Go-eun and Steve Sang-Hyun Noh.

What's it about? 

Misunderstood as more than friends, roommates Jae-hee and Heung-soo navigate the complexities of modern romance in Seoul's big city.

Why watch it?

An audacious tale of two roommates, one a gay man and another a straight woman.
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									Handshake Speakeasy in Mexico City named the World's Best Bar

									Two Bangkok bars make The World's 50 Best Bars 2024 list
								

								The annual list of The World's 50 Best Bars was unveiled on Tuesday in Madrid, Spain. In its 16th edition, the awards united the global bar community in recognition of the bartenders, bar owners and brands at the forefront of the international cocktail scene. 
								[image: ]

The World's 50 Best Bars 2024 features venues from 28 cities, with Mexico City'sHandshake Speakeasy being crowned The Best Bar in North America and The World's Best Bar. This is the first time a bar from Mexico has claimed the No.1 spot in the list. Tucked away in the Colonia Juarez neighbourhood of Mexico City, Handshake Speakeasy is one of the capital's best-kept open secrets.

[image: ]

Hidden behind a secret door, the bar's interiors evoke the bygone age of the Hollywood speakeasy. Bar director Eric van Beek effortlessly melds tradition and innovation, elevating the classics through cutting-edge techniques developed in the on-site lab, revolutionising familiar recipes with unexpected flavours and a complex palate. Homemade tinctures and infusions add signature Art Deco flare alongside the use of considered rare and aged spirits.

[image: ]

Bangkok and Tokyo claim two bars a piece, with Bangkok's BKK Social Club rising to No.12 alongside new entry Bar Us at No.41 while Tokyo's Bar Benfiddich (No.25) is joined by newcomer Virtu (No.42). 

Singapore's bars take the lead in Asia with four bars on the list, Jigger & Pony at No.5 and Atlas at No.43 joined by new entries Nutmeg & Clove (No.28) and Analogue Initiative (No.47). In Hong Kong, new entry Bar Leone has stormed into the list at No.2, taking the title of "The Best Bar in Asia", as well as Disaronno Highest New Entry with neighbour Coa at No.18. In Seoul, Zest is at No.9 and wins this year's Ketel One Sustainable Bar Award.

London retains its crown as the cocktail capital of Europe with four bars out of 19 for the continent, including No.4 Tayer + Elementary with co-founder Monica Berg also being named the Roku Industry Icon. At No.13 is Connaught Bar joined by Satan's Whiskers at No.29 and Scarfes Bar at No.37. Elsewhere in the UK, Panda & Sons in Edinburgh rises nine places to No.30 as founder Iain McPherson is awarded the Altos Bartenders' Bartender Award.

The Best Bar in Europe title once again goes to Barcelona's Sips at No.3, with Paradiso (Barcelona) at No.10 and host city Madrid's Salmon Guru at No.23. In Italy, Rome's Drink Kong (No.33) and Florence's Locale Firenze (No.36) are joined by new entry Moebius Milano (No.38) and 1930 (No.50), both in Milan.

Rising an astonishing 19 places and winner of this year's Nikka Highest Climber Award is Paris' The Cambridge Public House at No.19, joined by two new entries for the city: Bar Nouveau at No.39 and Danico at No.49. Line and Baba au Rum in Athens, Greece have both improved on their positions in 2023, at No.6 and No.17, respectively, while Oslo's Himkok is at No.11 and wins this year's Bareksten Best Bar Design Award. In Stockholm, Sweden, Roda Huset is No.45.

With four bars, New York City continues its dominance in North America, with Double Chicken Please (No.14) and Overstory (No.15) joined by new entries Martiny's (No.24) and Superbueno (No.27), this year's recipient of the London Essence Best New Opening Award. New Orleans' Jewel of the South is No.34. 

The No.1 is joined by new entry Tlecan at No.20 and Licoreria Limantour at No.32, as well as Guadalajara's El Gallo Altanero, a new entry at No.48. Tres Monos in Buenos Aires becomes the new The Best Bar in South America at No.7, joined by fellow Portenos CoChinChina (No.22) and Remy Martin Legend of the List Award winner Floreria Atlantico (No.46). Colombia's Alquimico in Cartagena continues its rise to the top at No.8, with new entry for Bogota, La Sala de Laura joining at No.44. Last year's Campari One To Watch Award winner, Lima's Lady Bee, joins the list at an impressive No.16 while Sao Paolo's Tan Tan is another new entry at No.31.For the first time in five years, there is a new The Best Bar in Australasia, with Melbourne'sCaretaker's Cottage rising two places to No.21 and taking home the Michter's Art of Hospitality Award. It is joined by Sydney's Maybe Sammy at No.26 and new entry Byrdi, also in Melbourne, at No.35. Dubai's Mimi Kakushi holds its position at No.40 and is named The Best Bar in the Middle East & Africa.

Visit worlds50bestbars.com for the complete list and awards. 
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									Places to find thrills and chills for family fun this Halloween

									
								

								Halloween is only a week away but the fun has already started at many shopping places in Bangkok. Here are some venues making the festivities spooky yet happy for everyone.
								Central shopping centres

Thailand's Halloween Fest 2024 sees a parade of ghosts haunting Central shopping centres nationwide, with superhero Batman and his antagonists ready to add superhero vibes to the horror at CentralWorld.

[image: photo courtesy of Central Pattana](
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Promised to bring the ultimate fright in the neighbourhood, the "Haunted House II Halloween Edition" features terrifying Thai ghosts and a chilling atmosphere, at the Fun Planet activity area, 7th floor of Central Rama III, until Nov 3. (Entry fee is 50 baht).

Experience a mysterious atmosphere at "Scream House: Unleash The Fear", which comprises three spine-chilling zones -- the Haunted School, Creepy House and Abandoned Hospital -- on the ground floor of Central Pinklao, until Nov 4. (Entry fee is 50 baht).

Challenge your bravery during "Clue Of Death: The Haunted Hospital" where you will explore an abandoned hospital shut down due to illegal experiments conducted on patients, at the Grand Hall, ground floor of Esplanade Ratchada, until Oct 31.

Another highlight is "Villains Takeover" set to unleash the Dark Knight within you at CentralWorld, until Oct 31. Come face-to-face with Batman's infamous villains, get a chance to strike a pose with your favourite baddie, and enjoy the brain-teasing Riddle Me This game. Also, check in with Goody Bear disguised as The Joker.

Shoppers can enjoy Batman Halloween activities and look for authentic licensed merchandise at all Central shopping centres. They also have the opportunity to take photos with Batman exclusively at CentralWorld on Saturday, Central Westgate on Sunday, and Central Pinklao on Oct 31.

And for the first time in Thailand, prepare to witness the Bat-Signal, the classic Batman emblem which will light up the buildings of CentralWorld, Central Westgate and Central Rama III for seven nights starting tomorrow until Oct 31. The experience is to mark the 85th anniversary of Batman.

Visit centralpattana.co.th.



The Mall Lifestore and Emsphere

Prepare for chilling entertainment and activities at all The Mall Lifestore branches from today until Oct 31, as well as The Mall Korat and Emsphere exclusively on Saturday.
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The "Halloween Haunted Carnival" at Bangkapi branch brings a haunted amusement park filled with creepy surprises. Just brave the eerie Ferris wheel and enjoy spooky-themed food, like magical cakes from a haunted cafe starting today. Meanwhile, the "Halloween Haunted House" at Ngamwongwan branch will present a spooky abandoned house as well as VR horror games and other hair-raising activities on every floor, from tomorrow.

Then, explore a haunted snowy village filled with spooky creatures and furry friends during the "Halloween Snowy Village" at Tha Phra branch, also starting tomorrow. This is also a chance to take photos with a 3m-tall Pumpkin Snowman and witness a spooky capybara on Saturday and Sunday.

Starting from Saturday, the "Halloween Spooky Pumpkins Town" at the Bangkae branch will take everyone on a journey to the Pumpkins Town of Jack O' Lantern. Visitors can enjoy scary experiences, have photo opportunities with a giant pumpkin, and join spooky dance competitions with prizes worth over 200,000 baht up for grabs. Also, cheer for the "Halloween Spooky Cosplay Contest 2024" at the MCC Hall, 3rd floor, on Oct 31 at 5pm.

Expect more fun at The Mall Korat in Nakhon Ratchasima on Saturday afternoon as it's holding a horror storytelling competition, with a chance to win cash prizes worth 10,000 baht, and the "Ghost On Stage" talent contest open to anyone from four to 25 years to vie for cash prizes worth over 27,000 baht.

Another highlight is the "Bloodlust Desire" party held under the "Forever Bound By Love, Yet Cursed By Eternal Life" theme at Sphere Hall, 5th floor of Emsphere on Saturday at 8pm. Get immersed in the "Lovelust Show" featuring the love story between Dracula and Lady Evaline and have fun with a DJ performance.

Call 02-310-1945.



Megabangna

Megabangna celebrates the spooky festival in an innovative format for the first time during "Mega Halloween: Carnival Of The Haunted Witch" which promises to immerse everyone in a world of magic, until Oct 31.
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At the heart of the celebrations is an incredible 12m-high installation, serving as the centre's landmark and check-in spot throughout the Halloween season. Also on display is Kia EV5, a fully electric mid-size SUV decorated under the "Mega Halloween" theme to transport visitors to a whimsical witch's town along with other festive activities.

This year's highlight is "Blood Moon Phenomenon", a spectacular light and sound show that has transformed the main entrance into a dramatic spectacle until Oct 31. It's accompanied by impressive performances by the witches, daily at 7pm. Special on the Halloween Night, be enchanted by the witches' spellbinding show that will bring the eerie magic of the blood-moon night to life.

Members of Mega Smile Rewards who spend at least 4,000 baht at any store are entitled to play a fun game to win fabulous prizes on Saturday, Sunday and Oct 31. They can also redeem a free photo session on the witch's throne at the main entrance, captured by a professional photographer.

Exclusively for today and Oct 30, Fine.1 ST, a renowned photographer for his distinctive portraits in street and fashion style, will be on hand to do street portrait photography from 5pm to 9pm on both days.

Visit mega-bangna.com.



The Commons

Featuring the theme "Black Cat & Boos Our Goal", "Wild Spooky Rumpus" is the annual Halloween event held at both branches of The Commons -- on Saturday at Saladaeng and Sunday at Thonglor, starting from 10am to 5pm on both days.

[image: THE COMMONS]

Set to be a day of frightful fun and spooky silliness for both kids and parents, the special event will feature art and craft activities presented by Little Pea, storytelling sessions, face painting, a maze (only at Thonglor branch), and a Halloween market featuring plenty of shops.

The highlight will be the "Signature Trick-or-Treat" offering four rounds daily at 10am, 11am, 1pm and 3pm. Early booking is recommended as places are limited.

There is no entry fee but additional fees may apply for specific activities.

Visit thecommonsbkk.com.



Central Chidlom

Held exclusively for the expat community in Bangkok, the "Central Halloween Night Party" is where frightful fun meets community spirit. It will present a ghoulishly time, at Lofter, 6th floor of Central Chidlom, Phloenchit Road, on Oct 31.

[image: photo courtesy of Central Chidlom](
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Set to be an unforgettable Halloween night filled with thrills and chills, this is a fantastic opportunity to connect with fellow expats in a festive atmosphere. They are encouraged to bring family and friends to enjoy fun activities, namely the "BOO-tiful" costume contest where you can showcase your spookiest outfit for a chance to win a hauntingly awesome prize.

Also, participate in engaging games with Bangkok-Phuket return air tickets for two up for grabs. Then, dance the night away with live music and DJ spinning the latest hits with free bites and drinks.

The event will be open for registration from 6pm.

 For advanced reservations, visit forms.gle/jiR1UTW8boQXX7Xa8.
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									Makkasan Train Factory transforms into ghost town

									
								

								To join the Halloween celebrations, the Tourism Authority of Thailand and the State Railway of Thailand will transform Bangkok's Makkasan Train Factory into an enigmatic ghost town for the Thailand Goosebumps Festival 2024, which takes place from Saturday to Oct 31.

 
								From 4-11pm, visitors can dress up as Thai-style ghost characters to enjoy the nostalgic ambience while touring a vintage temple fair, filled with an outdoor cinema, a Ferris wheel, entertaining activities and musical performances as well as a selection of street cuisine.

A haunted house tucked away in the mysterious courtyard will entice thrill-seekers for extra excitement. Those searching for mental tranquillity can worship a collection of revered Buddha statues in a dhamma hall or let veteran future tellers determine their fate. Admission is free.

Visit facebook.com/thailandgoosebumpsthailand.
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TAT set to launch Monopoly: Bangkok Edition

The Tourism Authority of Thailand will launch the Monopoly: Bangkok Edition board game on Nov 2. Following the Phuket edition (2022) and Chiang Mai edition (2023), the third version will feature six brand-new Bangkok-themed tokens to celebrate the vibrant culture and everyday life in the City of Angels.

"Monopoly: Bangkok Edition celebrates the essence of Bangkok, highlighting its cultural landmarks, bustling street markets and luxury hotels. I am so proud to see the city captured in this moment through one of the world's most iconic games," said TAT governor Thapanee Kiatphaibool.

The new tokens include Mango Sticky Rice, which embodies the delicious spirit of Bangkok's food scene; Muay Thai Boxing Gloves, which honour the power of the nation's well-known martial arts; and Suitcase, which represents exploration and adventure.

The Backpack token emphasises the city's allure to tourists looking for exotic adventures, while Moped honours the city's fast-paced, dynamic character and Tuk-Tuk reflects the vibrant commuter icons that speed through the city and provide an experience unlike any other.

The game, developed by Winning Moves UK under licence from Hasbro, will be available at Asia Books and their retail partners.

[image: Centara Karon Resort Phuket.]
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Centara Karon Resort Phuket celebrates reopening

With the "A Star Is Reborn" offer, Centara Karon Resort Phuket celebrates its reopening after completing an extensive makeover. Guests can make reservations by Nov 30 for stays from Dec 1 to Apr 30.

The package includes complimentary accommodation, meals and activities for up to two children, 500 baht daily resort credit to enjoy at the resort's exceptional restaurants and bars or rejuvenating spa, early check-in and late check-out, plus a complimentary minibar refreshed each day.

CentaraThe1 members will receive an additional 15% discount on room rates and earn triple points for stays during the promotional period. To make the most of these perks, members can sign-in to their online accounts before booking, while non-members are encouraged to sign up for free via centara1card.com.

The redesigned Centara Karon Resort Phuket boasts a unique fusion of contemporary comfort and island charm. Guests enjoy its revitalised spaces and well-appointed accommodation, from The Terrace's sea-view rooms and The Lagoon's family-friendly options to the spacious layouts of Tropical and the romantic Private Pool Villas. Thanks to an eclectic mix of dining experiences, vibrant activities, and splash-worthy swimming pools, this tropical oasis ensures an unforgettable escape for all ages.

Visit centarahotelsresorts.com/centara/ckr/reborn.
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: Oct 23-29

									5 new titles from Apple TV+, Netflix and Prime Video
								

								Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
								
APPLE TV+

[image: ]

Before

Premieres on Oct 25

After tragically losing his wife, a child psychiatrist encounters a troubled young boy who seems to have a haunting connection to the man's past.



NETFLIX

[image: ]

Hellbound: Season 2 

Premieres on Oct 25 

As the chaos deepens, lawyer Min Hyejin, The New Truth and Arrowheads get entangled anew amid the sudden resurrections of the formerly condemned. 

[image: ]

Simone Biles Rising: Part 2 

Premieres on Oct 25 

Follow gymnast Simone Biles as she balances her personal life, mental health journey and training ahead of a highly anticipated return to the Olympics.

[image: ]

Don't Move 

Premieres on Oct 25 

A grieving woman in an isolated forest encounters a serial killer who injects her with a paralytic drug. As her body shuts down, her fight for survival begins.



PRIME VIDEO

[image: ]

Like A Dragon: Yakuza

Premieres on Oct 25

Released in 2005 by Sega, the Yakuza game series was positioned as an entertaining game for adults, which found massive fanfare amongst its target audience. The series depicts the lives of fierce yet passionate gangsters and people living in a huge entertainment district, Kamurocho, a fictional district modelled after the violent Shinjuku ward's Kabukicho, that acts as the backdrop of the gameplay.
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									B.Grimm strengthens  Thai-Korean relations through  art, music and culture

									
								

								The "Sawasdee Seoul Thai Festival 2024: T-Pop Story" took place earlier this month at Cheonggye Plaza in Seoul, attracting over 50,000 visitors eager to experience Thai culture. This event marked a dual celebration of Thailand's rich heritage and the 65th anniversary of diplomatic relations between Thailand and South Korea.
								With the support of B.Grimm, the festival opened with an exclusive reception on Oct 4, welcoming Thai and South Korean dignitaries, celebrities and business leaders. Notable speakers including HE Tanee Sangrat, ambassador of Thailand to the Republic of Korea, and Thapanee Kiatphaibool, governor of the Tourism Authority of Thailand, emphasised the deep-rooted cultural and diplomatic relationships shared by the two nations.

As the event's sponsor, B.Grimm underscores the importance of cultural exchange and cross-border collaboration. Music, as a universal language, played a pivotal role throughout the weekend. Thai pop culture also took centre stage with a series of electrifying performances by top T-pop artists. Rising stars such as Zom Marie, Eff Rattapong and popular girl group 4EVE energised the audience with their dynamic performances while DJ Botcash brought the energy to new heights with his signature beats. The festival's blend of traditional and modern Thai music offered a unique experience that highlighted Thailand's creative evolution.

[image: B.Grimm strengthens  Thai-Korean relations through  art, music and culture]

In addition to music, the culinary arts were in the spotlight with authentic Thai dishes such as som tam and pad Thai drawing large crowds eager to indulge in the flavours of Thailand. The inclusion of Thai cuisine highlighted the importance of food in cultural exchange, with a som tam competition adding a dash of fun and flavour to the festivities. Alongside the festivities, visitors experienced a range of traditional Thai crafts, souvenirs and performances, from muay Thai demonstrations to mesmerising regional dance shows. A special performance of Pattaya Fantasy brought the event to a stunning close on both days.

In addition to celebrating Thai culture, the event underscored a commitment to sustainability and renewable energy. B.Grimm, a major supporter of this festival, recently expanded its renewable energy portfolio in South Korea with significant investments in offshore wind power projects. With a total installed capacity of 1,030.6MW across four projects, this investment reflects B.Grimm's dedication to fostering long-term partnerships in Asia and contributing to the achievement of net-zero carbon emissions.

[image: B.Grimm strengthens  Thai-Korean relations through  art, music and culture]
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									The final outing

									The Unfolding Kafka Festival unveils a spectacular programme in its 10th and last year
								

								Back for a fifth and final time, the Unfolding Kafka Festival 2024, a biennial contemporary performing arts festival founded and directed by Jitti Chompee, will unveil its most ambitious programme yet in celebration of the 100th anniversary of Franz Kafka's death and the festival's own 10-year anniversary.
								Divided into three sections, the festival's programme consists of 15 performances (including two world premieres and six Asian premieres), four exhibitions and one screening, which collectively feature 40 molam musicians and local performers, as well as 25 international guest artists from 13 countries.

While the festival's departure is a grave loss for Thai contemporary dance, Jitti, the founder and choreographer of 18 Monkeys Dance Theater, says that its meteoric rise to rival world-class arts festivals has now reached its apex. Ready to take on new challenges and step away from the formidable funding demands that have grown with the festival, he intends to pivot to shorter projects that will more directly impact the Thai performing arts community. The festival will remain a cherished memory, as well as a valuable digital archive for young Thai artists.

The Unfolding Kafka Festival this year was made possible by its main supporters, the Goethe-Institut Thailand; the French embassy; the Institut Francais; the Embassy of Portugal; Camoes - Institute for Cooperation and Language; the Spanish embassy; the Jim Thompson Art Center; the Thailand Convention and Exhibition Bureau; the James H.W. Thompson Foundation; the Czech embassy and Canon Thailand.
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A hallmark of the festival's upcoming edition is its focus on the metamorphosis of Thai folk music and performance traditions in the present day.

With the rise of soft power in international diplomacy, traditions at the periphery of mainstream Thai culture have acquired new relevance and the festival can be sustained by two approaches -- conservation and innovation through contact with other art disciplines. The two-part approach, like a Banyan tree, provides shelter for older performance traditions endangered by cultural shifts, while also unfurling intrepid branches that spread out in new directions across disciplinary and national borders, ensuring that Thai traditions reach broader local and international audiences. Following the success of The Miscellany Of Khon, which took National Theatre artists on a world tour, Jitti set his sights on the presentation of Thai folk traditions -- chiefly molam, an Isan spiritual and musical tradition -- with the global stage on the horizon. Over the past year, he invited Spanish and German artists to attend residencies and collaborate with molam artists in uncovering new possibilities in the context of avant garde performance.

On Nov 1, the festival's opening ceremony kicks off with a fashion show of archival Jim Thompson textiles, curated by Jitti and set to molam played live by a Mahasarakham University ensemble.

The second show of the evening, Fon Farang, is a collaboration between Spanish choreographer Juan Kruz Diaz de Garaio Esnaola, Arthit Khamhongsa and blind khaen master Sombat Simla. In Fon Farang, Juan Kruz draws on an extensive background in classical Western music to investigate identity, inspired by Kafka's quote, "music is the sound of the soul, the direct voice of the subjective world".
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In addition to bridging experimental approaches and folk traditions, the programme also challenges received notions of what constitutes "dance", opening up new frontiers for dialogue and experimentation in the local arts scene.

Director's picks WELCOME by Joachim Maudet and Gaya de Medeiros' Atlas Of the Mouth are two such pieces. Both profoundly impressed Jitti when he attended the Spring Forward Festival in Dublin last year.

While Maudet's work, performed with members of the Compagnie les Vagues, liberates the musicality of the body through the fascinating use of their tongues in choreography, Medeiros and Ary Zara explore trans embodiment through the mouth, seen as the interface between social binaries such as the public and private, erotic and political, word and silence. Seeing the piece in Dublin left Jitti with an indescribable feeling of fullness, and certain of the piece's place in the festival programme.

Morien Nolot's Sortir Du Bois and Herwig Ilegems' Head To Head epitomise the festival's unique concept of "Kafka Zoo", where animalistic, raw and wild pieces overtly explore the mutable boundary between human and animal in Kafka's oeuvre. The two pieces deconstruct, as Kafka does, the tension between self and other through representations of animality.
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Morien Nolot's Sortir Du Bois, inspired as much by motorway scenes as by 18th-century Dutch vanitas, is a fantastical tableau that questions our relationship to animals, wilderness and the land. It is cleverly brought into conversation with Herwig Ilegems' extraordinary video installation Head To Head, in which he touches foreheads with animals ranging from an ostrich to a water buffalo. The film completely mesmerised Jitti when he saw it at the Voorlinden Museum, and he knew that it needed to be shared with audiences in Bangkok.

Other radical approaches to performance displace the human as protagonist of a narrative and unfetter the agency of objects at the fault-line between puppetry and object theatre. Olivier Rannou's Love Of Risk -- which Jitti saw last year at the World Puppet Theatre Festival in Charleville-Mezieres -- evokes the spirit of Odradek, a talking inanimate object that can disappear at will which appears in Kafka's The Cares Of A Family Man. Brilliantly witty, this "ballet for robot vacuum cleaners", in which a charming and chaotic ensemble of AI robots attempt to serve a man his candle-lit dinner, is a must-see for true devotees of the art of performance.

Transformed into an open playground, the Jim Thompson Art Center is the designated arena for multiple site-specific performances and experimental works in the programme, including Javier Martin's The Improper Point A/S/V and Joachim Maudet's 'Sto:riz.
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Whereas 'Sto:riz uses sound and gesture to explore embodiment, The Improper Point A/S/V, a multimedia performance featuring technological devices such as stethoscopes, binaural headphones and projectors, charts an orbit around self-perception, asking: "How much of us is extraneous? What is true and where to find it?"

The festival also presents the Asian premiere of The Glory Of Life, a rare, newly-released biopic chronicling the romance that blossoms between Kafka and Dora Diamont in the last year of Kafka's life.

Closing the curtains on the festival's decade-long run, the premiere of Mo[ram]lam is the culmination of a year-long collaborative project between 18 Monkeys Dance Theater and CocoonDance Company, whose director Rafaele Giovanola recently received a nomination for Best Choreography from the Deutscher Theaterpreis.

Featuring molam artists and CocoonDance Company members, who will simultaneously perform two pieces of choreography on a stage divided by a barrier, the piece uses an interdisciplinary approach to reveal new frontiers within molam and contemporary dance by exploring themes of physicality, vocal improvisation and repetitive movement present in both directors' practices and molam.
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The dancers will use their bodies as instruments, devising a new ritual contained by the rarefied, fleeting event of live performance. Mo[ram]lam will go on an international tour in Germany next year.

This year's Unfolding Kafka Festival will bewilder, excite and enchant audiences with a programme of innovative performances, the calibre of which is unmatched in the region. For artists and patrons of the performing arts, and anyone enticed by a window into a new form of cultural stewardship that includes visionary art-making, exchanges between artists of different cultures and the revitalisation of Thai performance traditions, the Unfolding Kafka Festival 2024 is a must-visit and a harbinger of the expansion of contemporary Thai performing arts to the global stage.

Tickets are available at ticketmelon.com or email unfoldingkafkafestival@gmail.com. For more information on the festival programme and participating artists, visit unfoldingkafkafestival.com.
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									K-pop girl group 2NE1 set to perform  anniversary show in Bangkok this January

									
								

								K-pop girl group 2NE1 are known for their confidence and independent image. Their stage presence is a combination of powerful live vocals, individual charisma and engagement with the audience. When they disbanded in 2017, their fan club Blackjacks was devastated.
								But now music label YG Entertainment has announced the quartet will celebrate their 15th anniversary with a reunion and concert titled "2NE1 Asia Tour [Welcome Back]", and fans are eagerly anticipating their return.

2NE1 will meet Thai Blackjacks at the "2024-2025 2NE1 Asia Tour [Welcome Back] In Bangkok" concert on Jan 25 at Impact Exhibition Hall 5-6. Tickets cost 2,800, 3,800, 4,800, 6,300 and 7,800 baht and will be available starting this Friday from 10am onwards at Thai Ticket Major outlets and thaiticketmajor.com.

The "Welcome Back" show made its debut in Seoul and ran for three consecutive nights from Oct 4-6 at the Olympic Hall, with a capacity of over 2,400 seats.

The members of 2NE1, CL, Bom, Dara and Minzy, filled the shows with memorable moments, especially when they performed iconic hits such as I Am The Best, Come Back Home, Fire and Lonely. After the concerts in Seoul, the quartet will meet fans in Manila, Jakarta, Hong Kong, Singapore, Taiwan, Bangkok, Kobe and Tokyo.

Thai Blackjacks believe they can fill an arena and want the organiser to change the venue.

To see if the venue will be changed, and for other information, visit facebook.com/livenationth.
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									Exhibition explores human connection

									
								

								The beauty of human connections and unity are portrayed through art during "Apa Khabar? How Are You?", which is running at La Lanta Fine Art until Nov 6.
								This is a captivating solo exhibition by Kusofiyah Nibuesa, a Pattani artist whose childhood memories revolve around local market visits with her mother.

The narrated showcase invites viewers to the vibrant, everyday rhythms of life in a southern Thai market, a cultural crossroads where diverse religions, ethnicities and traditions converge.

Through the delicate interplay of paper-cutting, printmaking, and stenciling, Nibuesa crafts rich, dimensional scenes that pulse with the warmth and energy of community and commerce. Her unique use of pigments, derived from both traditional and unexpected sources such as mangosteen peel, imbue each piece with a tactile, organic beauty, reflecting the textures and stories of her personal experiences.

"Apa khabar" is a greeting in Pattani Malay, a widely spoken dialect in the region that translates to "How are you?". The phrase is a mainstay of the market, the gathering place of a diverse community of vendors and shoppers who routinely meet and strike up conversation. It's an expression of closeness and belonging among family and friends. The centrepiece of the collection is a tableau of three market regulars -- Dear Uncles, a piece inspired by Nibuesa's childhood memories of her father and his friends gathering to share stories and laughter.

The imagery of middle-aged men engaged in lively conversations with their relaxed postures, warm smiles and exchanged glances reflects the deep bonds of friendship among people from diverse backgrounds -- Thai Buddhists, Muslims and Chinese-Thais.

La Lanta Fine Art is located at N22 Art Warehouse, Narathiwat Ratchanakarin 22, and opens Tuesday to Saturday from 10am to 7pm.

Visit lalanta.com.
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									Sustainable and creative products come to 'Nature Invasion' at Open House

									
								

								Open House, a co-living space on Level 6 of Central Embassy, invites everyone to recharge with nature during "Open Market: Nature Invasion", which will kick off tomorrow and run until Oct 28.
								Held in collaboration with Sama Garden to mark Central's 77th anniversary, the unique event seamlessly combines nature and design, offering the opportunity to experience the freshness of nature up close without having to leave the city.

Open House has been transformed into a semi-outdoor green oasis, blending the beauty of nature with exquisite design to inspire visitors to create vibrant green spaces in their own homes.

The highlight is "Nature's Treasure Market", which will feature a curated selection of creative, sustainable products made from intriguing natural materials, appealing to both eco-friendly and design enthusiasts. Among the unique products from renowned brands are grow kits and aquatic plant kits that come with lucky coloured stones from Dudeplants, cool bags made from teak leaves from Mr.Leaf, odour-absorbing charcoal from Amphan, stylish home accessories from Stayhome and chic rubber bags from Rubber Idea. Also available will be a variety of air-purifying plants, 100% biodegradable plant pots, special fertilisers and soil formulas designed to help plants thrive in shaded areas. Every product is meticulously designed, balancing beauty and sustainability in every aspect.

There will also be workshops to fill your mind with creativity and fun, running from 11am to 6pm from tomorrow to Sunday. They include "The Planting Miracle", "Sweet Home For Little Cactus" and "Waste To Wing: Mini Kite". The fee is 490 baht per person, including all materials.

Set to bring colour to urban life will be seven creative natural art installations that showcase a unique blend of nature and creativity. Each is designed to make nature easily accessible, reflecting an environmentally conscious lifestyle filled with brightness and inspiration.

Visit centralembassy.com.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/social-and-lifestyle/2888783/sustainable-and-creative-products-come-to-nature-invasion-at-open-house
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