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News Analysis


As Election Looms, Disinformation 'Has Never Been Worse'

A torrent of falsehoods, from home and abroad, have undermined what was once a shared faith in the honesty of America's democracy.

Disinformation has already debased what passes for political debate. Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times



By Steven Lee Myers
The reporter has reported extensively since 2022 on the effect of disinformation on the country's electoral politics.


Oct 23, 2024 at 10:10 AM

The Democratic Party's vice-presidential nominee has been falsely accused of sexually molesting students. The claims have been spread by a former deputy sheriff from Florida, now openly working in Moscow for Russia's propaganda apparatus, on dozens of social media platforms and fake news outlets.

A faked video purporting to show one victim -- creating fake people is a recurring Russian tactic -- received more than 5 million views on X, a platform owned by the world's richest man, Elon Musk. Mr. Musk has not only leaned all in for the Republican nominee, former President Donald J. Trump, but he also used his platform to reanimate discredited claims about the validity of the election's outcome.

Smears, lies and dirty tricks -- what we call disinformation today -- have long been a feature of American presidential election campaigns. Two weeks before this year's vote, however, the torrent of half-truths, lies and fabrications, both foreign and homegrown, has exceeded anything that came before, according to officials and researchers who document disinformation.

The effect on the outcome on Nov. 5 remains to be seen, but it has already debased what passes for political debate about the two major party candidates, Mr. Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris. It has also corroded the foundations of the country's democracy, undermining what was once a shared confidence that the country's elections, regardless of who won, have been free and fair.

Russia, as well as Iran and China, have gleefully stoked many of the narratives to portray American democracy as dysfunctional and untrustworthy. Politicians and influential media figures have in turn given foreign adversaries plenty of fodder to work with, inciting and amplifying divisiveness for partisan advantage.

"They do have different tactics and different approaches to influence operations, but their goals are the same," Jen Easterly, the director of the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency in Washington, said in an interview, referring to foreign adversaries. "Very simply, they're looking to undermine American trust in our democratic institutions and the election specifically, and to sow partisan discord."

Numerous factors have contributed to the surge in disinformation, which Ms. Easterly and other officials have warned will continue far beyond Election Day. 

Social media platforms have helped to harden media ecosystems into distinct, disparate partisan enclaves where facts contradicting preconceived narratives are often unwelcome. Artificial intelligence has become an accelerant, making fake or fanciful content ubiquitous online with merely a few keystrokes.

In today's political debate, it seems, facts matter less than feelings, which are easily manipulated online. It all played out in full in recent weeks, after two devastating hurricanes killed hundreds across the Southeast and prompted outlandish conspiracy theories and violent threats to rescue workers.

A fictitious image of a girl clutching a puppy in a life raft so moved Amy Kremer, the chairwoman in Georgia for the Republican National Committee who posted it this month, that she stood by it even after she learned it was not real.

"Y'all, I don't know where this photo came from and honestly, it doesn't matter," she wrote on X, where her initial post received more than 3 million views. "It is seared into my mind forever."

Mr. Trump's running mate, Senator JD Vance, essentially used the same excuse after facing criticism for popularizing a racist fiction that Haitian immigrants in Springfield, Ohio, were eating the city's cats and dogs.

He argued he was reflecting local residents' actual concerns, if not actual facts. (Mr. Trump, for his part, stood by the original claims in an interview with Fox News's Howard Kurtz on Monday. "What about the goose, the geese, what about the geese, what happened there?" he said. "They were all missing.")

In much the same way, Mr. Trump has succeeded in reviving allegations that the outcome of the race against President Joseph R. Biden Jr. in 2020 was not legitimate -- simply by flatly refusing to concede otherwise. Election officials, as well as numerous courts, have said repeatedly that there was no election fraud in 2020.

A concerted conservative legal and political campaign that went all the way to the Supreme Court has abetted the falsehoods about election fraud anyway. The project has undercut government agencies, universities and research organizations that once worked with the social media giants -- especially Facebook and Twitter -- to slow the spread of disinformation about voting.

People pushing claims about election fraud in 2020 mistakenly made a Philadelphia landscaping company famous. Similar efforts this year could do greater harm. Bryan R. Smith/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


In hindsight, the efforts to challenge the results four years ago were haphazard, even farcical, compared with what is happening now. At one point the people pushing claims about election fraud mistakenly chose Four Seasons Total Landscaping, a small family business in Philadelphia, as a venue for a news conference instead of the more famous hotel downtown. Even so, Mr. Trump's challenge culminated in the violence on Capitol Hill on Jan. 6, 2021.

This year's efforts to discredit the election, many officials and experts say, could do greater harm.

"Now, that same election denial impulse is far more organized, far more strategic and far better funded," said Michael Waldman, the chief executive of the Brennan Center for Justice and New York University School of Law, a nonpartisan legal and policy institute. "And now it is something that tens of millions of people believe and share."

Perhaps the single biggest factor in today's disinformation landscape has been Mr. Musk's ownership of Twitter, which he bought two years after the 2020 election and rebranded as X.

Twitter's previous chief executive, Jack Dorsey, along with Mark Zuckerberg, the head of Meta, the owner of Facebook and Instagram, faced public and government pressure to enforce their own policies against intentionally false or harmful content, especially around the Covid pandemic and the 2020 election.

In August, Mr. Zuckerberg wrote a mea culpa to Representative Jim Jordan of Ohio, the Republican chairman of the House Judiciary Committee, who has led the conservative charge against moderation by the major social media platforms.

Mr. Zuckerberg said that, in hindsight, Facebook had wrongly restricted access to some content about the pandemic and the laptop belonging to Mr. Biden's son, Hunter.

"We've changed our policies and processes to make sure this doesn't happen again -- for instance, we no longer temporarily demote things in the U.S. while waiting for fact-checkers," he wrote.

Elon Musk has raised millions of dollars for Mr. Trump's campaign and joined him in rallies in Pennsylvania. Doug Mills/The New York Times


Meta's stance signaled a desire to step back from America's fractious political debate, though the company says it continues to moderate false election content. Mr. Musk has by contrast used X to thrust himself square into the middle of it.

He dismantled the platform's teams that flagged false or hateful content and welcomed back scores of users who had been banned for violating company rules.

He has raised millions of dollars for Mr. Trump's bid and campaigned for him in appearances in Pennsylvania. In posts to his 200 million followers -- more than Mr. Trump had in his heyday on the platform -- he has also repeated unsubstantiated claims that the Democrats are recruiting ineligible immigrants to register to vote.

Last week, he echoed the refuted assertion that Dominion Voting Systems rigged the count in 2020, a falsehood that resulted in a $787.5 million settlement paid by Fox News.

Mr. Musk also, according to a recent study, played an outsize role in amplifying content promoted by Tenet Media, a news outlet that the Justice Department accused last month of covertly using $10 million in laundered funds from Russia to pay right-wing media personalities like Tim Pool, Benny Johnson and Dave Rubin.

It is not clear whether Mr. Musk knew of the Russian links -- the influencers claimed they did not. He certainly engaged regularly with Tenet Media's content, though, and Tenet regularly tagged him, presumably to draw his attention, according to the study, published by Reset Tech, a nonprofit research and policy organization based in London.

At least 70 times from September 2023 to September 2024, he responded to or shared accounts linked to Tenet and its influencers to his followers on X -- many of them relating to this year's election, the study found.

X did not respond to a request for comment.

The disinformation challenge has grown even as government officials have become more attentive and, as this election approached, more proactive than in previous election cycles.

The Office of the Director of National Intelligence, the F.B.I. and the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency have issued regular updates on intelligence collected about interference from foreign actors, principally Russia, Iran and China.

The goal is to focus public attention on foreign attempts to manipulate the election, but it is not clear that such efforts -- themselves criticized as partisan -- can have a significant impact on views at home.

One of the trailblazers in fact-checking in the United States has been PolitiFact, which the journalist Bill Adair founded in 2007 to measure the claims politicians make on a scale from true to mostly true, mostly false to "pants on fire."

Mr. Adair now says that the effort has done little or nothing to stem the flow of lies that cloud the nation's political debates. "It's never been worse," he said in an interview following the publication of a new book about his fact-checking life, "Beyond the Big Lie."

The problem, he said, is not fact-checking itself but that even the act of calling out falsehoods has been characterized by some as a political exercise.

While "all politicians lie" might be a common lament, Mr. Adair said that the blame has tilted significantly to the Republican Party. "You have a convergence of a politician and a party that believe they can benefit from lying," he said.

John Mark Dougan, the former sheriff's deputy from Florida now working for Moscow's propaganda apparatus, has previously declined to comment on his connections with Russia's disinformation campaigns, but his contributions are clear.

He appeared in a video on the platform Rumble earlier this month, detailing what he and the host claimed was an account by an exchange student from Kazakhstan accusing Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota, Ms. Harris's running mate, of sexual abuse. He has spread that and the other smears on multiple social media platforms and in scores of news outlets he has created from his apartment in Moscow.

In a text message, he reacted angrily to questions about making false accusations against Mr. Walz. "What about E Jean Carrols claims?" he wrote, imprecisely, about E. Jean Carroll, the woman who accused Mr. Trump of sexual assault. Referring to her vulgarly, he said she "didn't have any evidence whatsoever," even though a jury in New York ordered Mr. Trump to pay her $83 million for defaming her in 2019 after she came forward with her accusation.

Mr. Dougan then shared links to Hindustan Times, an English-language news outlet in Delhi, and to two sites that he created, Patriot Pioneer and State Stage, both included on a list of websites the F.B.I. and the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency cited last week as platforms for Russian disinformation campaigns. 

"Lots of publications have been writing about this," he wrote.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/23/business/media/election-disinformation.html
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More Republicans Appear to Be Voting Early, Despite Trump's Mixed Messages

In 2020, Donald Trump convinced his supporters that anything but a vote cast in person on Election Day could not be trusted -- and lost. In response, Republicans shifted their stance.

Voting in Miami on Monday, the first day of early voting in Florida. As of Monday, 17 million people nationwide had already cast a vote in this year's election. Lynne Sladky/Associated Press



By Kellen Browning and Benjamin Oreskes
Kellen Browning reported from Phoenix, and Benjamin Oreskes reported from Las Vegas.


Oct 22, 2024 at 10:08 PM

Republicans have spent months and millions of dollars on an effort to push former President Donald J. Trump's most loyal supporters to change their minds about voting early.

There is some evidence to suggest it's working.

With polls opening on Tuesday in Wisconsin, some form of early voting has commenced in all seven of the swing states. As of Monday, 17 million people nationwide had already cast a vote -- and there are initial indications that Republicans are showing up to the polls or returning absentee ballots with more gusto than in recent years. In many cases, Republican officials and canvassers on the ground are spurring their voters on with the same debunked conspiracy theories about fraud that Mr. Trump has used to sow doubt about the integrity of the count.

"They have done a better job of turning out their voters to vote early," said Sam Almy, a Democratic political strategist who tracks early ballots in Arizona. "I think they realized that early voting is easy and convenient: It turns out your voters quickly, and they don't have to gamble on turning out all their voters on Election Day."

It's a remarkable turnabout from four years ago, when Mr. Trump had thoroughly demonized every method of voting that didn't occur in person on Election Day. As states expanded access to mail and absentee voting at the height of the Covid-19 pandemic, Mr. Trump repeatedly discouraged his voters from taking advantage. He said mail ballots created "chaos and confusion," and asserted without evidence that it would lead to "election interference by foreign countries." Many of his supporters believed him, and Joseph R. Biden Jr. won, buoyed by Democratic dominance in early and mail votes.

This year, Mr. Trump has offered a more muddled message on the various methods of voting while others in his party worked overtime to reverse course. The Republican National Committee, with his daughter-in-law Lara Trump now the co-chair, poured resources into programs that would encourage Republican voters to submit ballots early. The former president himself voted early in the Florida Republican primary over the summer.

Even so, Mr. Trump has kept up the attacks. Campaigning in Pennsylvania last month, he called early voting "stupid stuff" -- moments after telling rallygoers that they should "start right away." Earlier this year, he called mail voting "totally corrupt" at a Michigan rally. He told a British interviewer in March that mail-in ballots inevitably lead to "cheating."

Despite Republican efforts to encourage voters to turn out early, former President Donald J. Trump has continued his attacks on early and mail-in voting. Doug Mills/The New York Times


Not all states release early vote data broken down by partisanship, limiting the snapshot. But available data and experts who closely follow ballot returns see an uptick for Republicans in a few key places.

In Nevada, about 40 percent of the roughly 320,000 ballots submitted as of Tuesday evening came from Republicans, and 35.7 percent came from Democrats, according to the secretary of state's latest tallies.

Arizona ballot data compiled by Uplift, a Democratic group that Mr. Almy works for, and reviewed by the Times, suggested that Republican ballots surged in the initial days of early voting and have tapered off to a 2020 pace more recently. Democrats, though, are well behind their 2020 early voting pace, suggesting a realignment reminiscent of the pre-Trump era in Arizona, when the state was a Republican stronghold and G.O.P. mail voters outpaced Democrats in early returns. (Mr. Biden was the first Democratic presidential candidate to win the state since President Bill Clinton in 1996.)

"It's kind of returning to where they were, of having this ballot advantage," Mr. Almy said.

In both Nevada and Arizona, Republican officials have leaned on a message that "banking" votes early is the surest way of avoiding supposed chicanery in the ballot-counting process. Both states were prominent in Mr. Trump's efforts to overturn the 2020 election results.

At a rally on Saturday kicking off the first day of early voting in Nevada, Michael McDonald, the chairman of the state Republican Party, implored the crowd to encourage their friends and family to get to the polls as soon as possible.

"Go vote," he said. "You got all this time to vote early. You can mail in ballots. You want to do it that way? That's fine. Or you do it Election Day. Make a plan, execute that plan."

"You got to vote early or the Democrats will steal it," one attendee hollered.

That this message was coming from Mr. McDonald was particularly notable. In 2020, Republicans tried and failed to get the courts to stop election officials from counting mail ballots in Clark County before Election Day. He was indicted by the state attorney general last year as one of six Republicans who signed false certificates trying to award Nevada's electoral votes in 2020 to Mr. Trump, even though Mr. Biden won the state.

Republicans have also changed their tune on so-called ballot harvesting, or the practice of a voter allowing someone else to return their ballot, which was first permitted in Nevada in 2020 and is legal in many states. The party has spent years arguing that the process is a recipe for fraud.

"Now you can ballot-harvest. That's kind of against our principle, but the Democrats changed the rules, so the best thing to do is play by the rules," Mr. McDonald told the crowd at a recent campaign rally in Reno, Nev., for Mr. Trump. "Make sure you harvest ballots. You get your neighbors' ballots if they can't go. You help them to the polls. You vote early."

Michael McDonald, the chairman of the Nevada Republican Party, is facing trial in a case related to Mr. Trump's efforts to overturn the 2020 election that he lost. Bridget Bennett for The New York Times


Jon Ralston, the prominent Nevada political journalist and commentator, said it was highly unusual to see Republicans hold a lead at this point in early voting. Typically, he said, it is Democrats who bank an early advantage and must fight to stave off Election Day votes that skew Republican.

"These numbers are very good for Republicans," Mr. Ralston said.

Still, Mr. Ralston said it was difficult to know whether that is a sign of unusually strong Republican momentum, or these are simply voters who would have normally voted on Election Day getting the process out of the way early.

Democrats have maintained confidence in their canvassing and turnout operations.

Local unions power this effort, knocking on doors and checking in with voters about whether they had submitted ballots. The Nevada chapter of the A.F.L.-C.I.O. has committed to knocking on the doors of 70,000 union members in southern Nevada three times each on behalf of the Harris campaign and down-ballot Democrats. Canvassers from the Culinary Workers Local 226 began campaigning for Democrats in early August and expect to knock on 900,000 doors and talk to 130,000 voters by Election Day.

At a news conference last week, Daniele Monroe-Moreno, the chairwoman of Nevada's Democratic Party, took aim at Mr. McDonald, whose trial as part of the fake elector scheme is expected to begin in January.

"It is my No. 1 priority that every Nevada voter have equitable access to the ballot box," Ms. Monroe-Moreno said. "On the other side, Nevada Republicans are setting up an environment to amplify more falsehoods to deny election results."

Republicans maintain that they dislike early voting -- and Mr. Trump continues to promise to restrict it -- but that they are simply playing within the system that has been set up. Mr. Trump's past criticism of early voting, many believe, undermined Republicans' pursuit of the White House. Karoline Leavitt, a Trump spokeswoman, said in a statement that the campaign wanted citizens to vote in whatever manner "works best for them."

"Our aggressive political operation is leaving no stone unturned in reaching all supporters who prefer to vote early," Ms. Leavitt added.

Charlie Kirk, the conservative activist who leads the group Turning Point Action, made encouraging early voting a priority for his organization ever since he witnessed long lines and delays at the polls in Arizona during the 2022 midterms. There, Mr. Kirk's group has assumed a large chunk of the Republican turnout operation with a "chase the vote" program that is aimed at persuading low-propensity conservatives to vote and then helping them plan to return their ballots early.

On a recent day in the sweltering Phoenix suburbs, Turning Point staff fanned out to ring doorbells and ensure Republicans were voting early.

"I do appreciate the face-to-face," said Anne Sterling, a Republican in Mesa, Ariz., who said the conversation with a Turning Point staff member was a good reminder to submit her ballot "because we're busy, and we don't take the time."

A Turning Point USA staff member canvassing in Gilbert, Ariz., this month. The conservative group has assumed a large chunk of the Republican turnout operation in the state. Anna Watts for The New York Times


In a sign of just how critical the reversal is for Republicans, Kari Lake, the G.O.P. nominee for U.S. Senate in Arizona and a leading proponent of Mr. Trump's stolen election lies, is now encouraging her supporters to vote early.

She voted in person herself earlier this month, and her campaign said that supporters voting early would allow it to focus resources on the dwindling number of people who had yet to cast a ballot. In the past, she has criticized early voting. A lawsuit she filed after losing her race for governor in 2022 was based in part on questioning the signature verification procedures for the same mail ballots she is now encouraging.

Gina Swoboda, the chairwoman of Arizona's Republican Party, is another official who has cast doubt on the integrity of mail-in and early voting, and called for the practice to be curtailed. Now, she, too, is urging voters to get their ballots in early.

"Don't get jammed up, don't have to wait on the line on Election Day -- vote early," Ms. Swoboda said in a video message that the state party posted on social media last week.

That is not to say that Republicans aren't still divided on this issue. The Republican Party in Washoe County, Nevada's second-largest, has advised voters in social media posts to "opt out of mail-in voting."

Before early voting started in the state on Saturday, Stavros Anthony, Nevada's lieutenant governor and a Republican, said in an interview that he disliked the availability of mail-in voting and ballot harvesting. "Democrats will do whatever they can to disrupt our election process," Mr. Anthony said.

Still, Mr. Anthony said he and his wife planned to vote in person on the first day polls were open.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/22/us/politics/trump-republicans-early-voting.html
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What Drugmakers Did Not Tell Volunteers in Alzheimer's Trials

Genetic tests showed that certain patients were predisposed to brain injuries if they took the drugs. That information remained secret.

 Max-o-matic



By Walt Bogdanich and Carson Kessler



Oct 23, 2024 at 10:01 AM

By 2021, nearly 2,000 volunteers had answered the call to test an experimental Alzheimer's drug known as BAN2401. For the drugmaker Eisai, the trial was a shot at a windfall -- potentially billions of dollars -- for defanging a disease that had confounded researchers for more than a century.

To assess the drug's effectiveness and safety, Eisai sought to include people whose genetic profiles made them especially prone to develop Alzheimer's. But these same people were also more vulnerable to brain bleeding or swelling if they received the drug.

To identify these high-risk volunteers, Eisai told everyone that they would be given a genetic test. But the results, the company added, would remain secret.

In all, 274 volunteers joined the trial without Eisai telling them they were at an especially high risk for brain injuries, documents obtained by The New York Times show.

One of them was Genevieve Lane, a 79-year-old resident of the Villages in Florida who died in September 2022 after three doses of the drug, her brain riddled with 51 microhemorrhages. An autopsy determined that the drug's side effects had contributed to her death. Her final hours were spent thrashing so violently that nurses had to tie her down.

Another high-risk trial volunteer died, and more than 100 others suffered brain bleeding or swelling. While most of those injuries were mild and asymptomatic, some were serious and life-threatening.

"This is a medication that has some significant side effects, and we need to be aware of them," said Dr. Matthew Schrag, the Vanderbilt University neurologist who assisted with Ms. Lane's autopsy.

Early last year, the Food and Drug Administration approved Eisai's Alzheimer's drug, marketed as Leqembi, saying its modest benefit -- a slight slowing of cognitive decline for a handful of months -- outweighed its risks.

Leqembi, which can slow the progression of Alzheimer's for a few months, was approved by the F.D.A. last year. Eisai, via Reuters


This past July, the agency approved a second, similar drug, Kisunla. In a clinical trial, its maker, Eli Lilly, also chose not to tell 289 volunteers that their genetic profiles made them vulnerable to brain injuries, The Times found. Dozens experienced what Lilly classified as "severe" brain bleeding.

Drug trials are in part designed to illuminate risks, which is why volunteers are routinely informed of potential dangers before joining. In both the Leqembi and Kisunla trials, volunteers first had to sign consent forms that said people with certain genetic profiles faced higher risks of brain injuries from receiving the drugs, and that participants would be tested for them -- but not told the results.

Alzheimer's experts and bioethicists expressed surprise when The Times told them about these secrecy provisions. The companies, they said, had undercut the principle of informed consent.

Calling the decision not to disclose the genetic results "certainly troubling" and "ethically fraught," George Perry, editor of the Journal of Alzheimer's Disease, said: "You have to ask patients if they want to know it, but then it should be disclosed. That would be part of informed consent."

Dr. Perry added, as did several other experts, that he was unaware of similar nondisclosure provisions in other recent trials.

The secrecy provisions, which have not been previously reported, came to light as The Times investigated how the long, maddening and vastly expensive search for an effective Alzheimer's treatment led to the testing and approval of Leqembi (and subsequently Kisunla). Reporters reviewed clinical trials, patient records and injury reports and interviewed researchers, neurologists, trial participants, families of Alzheimer's patients, drug industry representatives and F.D.A. officials.

Leqembi and Kisunla seek to remove a misshapen protein called beta amyloid that forms plaque in the brains of patients with Alzheimer's. To a large extent the drugs have succeeded, a remarkable scientific achievement.

Yet the drugs do not halt cognitive decline or reverse brain damage. Leqembi slows the decline for roughly five months, while Kisunla achieves a slightly longer delay. The evidence of their limited benefit has contributed to a growing realization that the dominant theory of Alzheimer's -- that sticky bands of amyloid trigger a cascade of toxic events leading to the disease -- is at best incomplete and perhaps simply wrong.

At the same time, many Alzheimer's experts worry that the new drugs' risks have been neither fully appreciated nor understood, especially when set against their modest benefit.

"The people who are in charge of the clinical trial have not come to grips with the severity of the toxicity" of Leqembi, said Dr. Rudolph J. Castellani, a pathology professor at Northwestern's Feinberg School of Medicine in Chicago. Dr. Castellani performed an autopsy on Jean Terrien, the other high-risk volunteer who died during the Leqembi trial.

Dr. Rudolph J. Castellani performed an autopsy on a participant who died during the Leqembi trial. He warned of the drug's toxicity. Jamie Kelter Davis for The New York Times


In July, the European Union's drug regulator recommended against approving Leqembi, co-marketed by Biogen. Last week, Australia's regulator also declined to approve the drug. Both agencies said the drug's temporary delay of cognitive decline did not outweigh the safety risks. In the United States, a similar conclusion was reached by the Institute for Clinical and Economic Review, a widely used independent group of analysts.

In addition, a new analysis by nine leading researchers suggests that patients taking Leqembi and an earlier anti-amyloid drug, Aduhelm, had a higher mortality rate than a similarly aged population of untreated Alzheimer's patients in the United States.

Concern about brain injuries has run through years of amyloid drug trials. In 2010, the F.D.A. recommended tightening protocols to protect the most vulnerable subjects. But researchers pushed back, and when they instead argued for broadening eligibility, the federal regulator went along.

For the Leqembi study, the secrecy provision was approved by an institutional review board run by a private-equity-backed company, Advarra. Under federal law, such boards are tasked with ensuring that trial participants do not face unnecessary risks and are informed of the studies' risks.

While the Leqembi trial was underway, Advarra published an online "tip sheet" calling informed consent "one of the central protections" for research subjects. When asked by The Times about Advarra's approval of the secrecy provision in the Leqembi trial, a company spokesman said he was unable to provide answers.

Eisai canceled an interview and did not respond to repeated messages over several months seeking an explanation for its decision not to disclose the genetic findings.

Eisai's headquarters in Nutley, N.J. Bryan Anselm for The New York Times


But a principal investigator for the Kisunla trial, Dr. David Weidman, agreed to discuss Lilly's nondisclosure provision. He pointed to research showing that trial participants who are informed of their genetic profiles may skew their self-assessments of progress.

Dr. Weidman did not design the trial, however, and he said that in hindsight he believed bioethical concerns could have played a larger role. "Does the ethical side trump the scientific side? Personally, I would say it does," said Dr. Weidman, a neurologist affiliated with the Banner Alzheimer's Institute in Phoenix.

Lilly issued a statement saying that it gave participants the option to learn their genetic profiles, but only after the trial ended. "Our advice is for participants to assume they have the higher risk" at the outset, said Dr. John Sims, a Lilly neurologist who oversaw the study.

In a subsequent study of its drug, however, the company has given volunteers the option to learn their test results before entering the trial.

Eisai, in public statements about Leqembi, has cited trial findings that serious brain swelling and bleeding are rare and mostly asymptomatic.

And many researchers argue that the risk of side effects is a small price to pay for slowing, even temporarily, a devastating disease that afflicts nearly seven million Americans.

"People are robbed of everything that makes us human," said Dr. Howard Fillit, a professor at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai in New York and a prominent voice in Alzheimer's research. "Can't dress yourselves. Can't go to the bathroom. Forget how to walk. Forget how to swallow. They're like infants in a human body."

'Hope Starts Here'

Between Florida horse country to the north and Disney World to the south is a land of 4 p.m. dinners and town squares that appear more Hollywood than real, where people seek to cash in their dreams before they die. For the pharmaceutical industry, this colony, the Villages, is a petri dish of aging bodies to study in the hope of creating transformative drugs, with the prospect of almost unimaginable profits.

Recruiting people for trials with potential health risks requires skill and imagination. Charter Research runs drug trials in the Villages on behalf of pharmaceutical companies, partly by assuming the role of camp counselor, arranging a packed schedule of daily events -- all free.

Charter Research conducts clinical trials in the Villages, a retirement community in Florida.  Nicole Craine for The New York Times


Over one three-week period last spring, Charter hosted 15 showings of first-run films in the Villages, as well as coffee and tea parties, karaoke, square dancing, miniature golf, pizza making, improv comedy ("laughter guaranteed") and lunches at a Mexican restaurant, a fish house and an all-you-can-eat buffet.

One morning, as a man pushed his walker to the strains of Bruce Springsteen's "Born to Run" blaring from speakers in the Lake Sumter Landing town square, residents filled a theater for a movie, followed by a discussion about the ravages of Alzheimer's. The following day, Charter staked its claim in the local newspaper, with advertisements for a "New at Home Memory Test" and "Free Memory Screens."

Genevieve Lane had come to the Villages in 2014, joining her lifelong Chicago friend Vicki Holmes. Together they had traveled the world and navigated marriages, mother-daughter conflicts and the specter of old age.

"I always said, 'Genna, I'll retire and find someplace in Florida, and you'll just come live with me,'" Ms. Holmes recalled. "That was always the plan, probably, for 20 some years."

Before her retirement, Ms. Lane had been a vice president of a transportation company. Now, she was slipping mentally. But Ms. Holmes gladly rescued her when she got lost, helped plan her daily activities and drove her to the market, hair dresser and nail salon.

Genevieve Lane, left, with Vicki Holmes. Ms. Lane enrolled in the Leqembi trial, not knowing she was at a heightened risk for brain bleeds. via Vicki Holmes


Then, in 2020, Ms. Lane saw a Charter ad seeking volunteers for a trial of an experimental Alzheimer's drug. She grew excited. Maybe the trial could help her and others, especially her children, who might someday develop the disease. Maybe this drug could make her less frustrated, more capable of enjoying life.

As Charter's ad said: "Hope Starts Here." Charter couldn't promise a cure, only the hope that came with the drug known as BAN2401.

Managing the Risk

Since the 1990s, Alzheimer's researchers had focused on proving the "amyloid-cascade hypothesis" and finding a treatment that would attack the culprit protein. Yet in trial after trial, trying to remove amyloid had produced significant side effects.

The most consequential failure involved a drug called bapineuzumab, known as bapi. Wall Street analysts predicted annual sales reaching $13 billion; one medical journal proclaimed that the future of Alzheimer's research "may hinge on bapineuzumab's outcome." Those hopes dimmed in 2008 when bapi was found to cause brain injuries with little or no cognitive improvement.

Bapi's safety issues were on the minds of F.D.A. officials in 2010 when Alzheimer's researchers gathered in Honolulu for their annual conference. Before long, a dispatch from the federal regulator sent tremors through the conference hall. To better protect the most vulnerable patients, the F.D.A. recommended that future trials exclude volunteers with a history of microhemorrhages, ruptures of small blood vessels in the brain. At the time, people with one or two prior microhemorrhages were accepted.

Fearing this change would unduly handicap efforts to study new amyloid drugs, an ad hoc group of prominent researchers at the conference -- most with close ties to the pharmaceutical industry -- planned a counteroffensive. The way forward, they reasoned, lay in managing the risk, not eliminating it.

"We need to be less risk-averse in Alzheimer's disease," Dr. Philip Scheltens, a member of the group, would later say. "We should carefully dose up until side effects tell us to hold off."

In the end, the group actually recommended expanding eligibility for the very people the government had hoped to protect. Now, four microhemorrhages would be allowed. The F.D.A. acquiesced, earning praise for "exemplary" collaboration from the Honolulu meeting's sponsor, the Alzheimer's Association, an advocacy group that accepts industry financing and arranges major conferences.

The Honolulu group took another step: It rebranded the name of the brain injuries, in part to make them sound less scary. Instead of vasogenic edema and microhemorrhages, the condition would now be called by the operatic name ARIA, an acronym for amyloid-related imaging abnormality.

But if the new guidelines opened up the trial process, they did far less to bring to fruition the industry's quest. Over time, this search consumed so much research money that it became "too big to fail," said Dr. Perry, the journal editor and an Alzheimer's researcher at the University of Texas at San Antonio.

The drug maker Biogen finally broke through in June 2021, when the F.D.A. granted accelerated approval for Aduhelm, the first drug to treat Alzheimer's purported root cause.

It proved a Pyrrhic victory. As recounted in an editorial in JAMA, the influential medical journal, Aduhelm's approval "generated significant backlash due to unclear evidence of the drug's clinical efficacy," severe adverse effects and an approval process that one congressional inquiry called "rife with irregularities." (With shrinking sales, Biogen jettisoned the drug this January.)

Eisai, though, was pinning its hopes on Leqembi.

Patients Left in the Dark

The same year as the Honolulu conference, researchers from 19 drug, biotech and medical companies came together at a Phoenix airport hotel for a highly unusual meeting. Though fierce competitors, the scientists wanted to collaborate on strategies for Alzheimer's research -- specifically whether anti-amyloid drugs could prevent Alzheimer's in people who were still cognitively normal, before the onset of decline.

"You really needed people who might progress to cognitive impairment or start to develop symptoms of the disease in a relatively short period of time," recalled Jessica Langbaum, a senior director at the Banner institute, which hosted the meeting.

In other words, they needed trial subjects with a gene variant called APOE4 -- people with a high genetic probability of developing Alzheimer's. People with two copies of the gene variant constitute an estimated 2 to 3 percent of the general population and 15 to 20 percent of people with Alzheimer's. Those with only one copy make up about half of Alzheimer's patients.

One question in Phoenix was how, or even if, these trial subjects should be told their grim genetic profiles, according to a written, contemporaneous account of the meeting.

"Researchers unfortunately have an inherent conflict of interest," said Dr. Robert Klitzman, director of the Masters of Bioethics Program at Columbia University. "They want people to be in their study, and there are researchers who feel, if I tell people the full facts and risks, they may not want to be in the study."

A general agreement emerged from the meeting around the importance of transparency; participants would be informed. To cope with this news, they would first undergo genetic counseling.

Subsequently, two pharmaceutical companies, Novartis and Amgen, committed to work with Banner to test an experimental drug. The trial abruptly ended in 2019 after participants experienced a "worsening in some measures of cognitive function," according to Novartis.

Eisai took a different approach on disclosure in its Leqembi study.

In its trial protocol, the company specified that it wanted participants already experiencing mild cognitive decline. "No less than 70 percent" would have the APOE4 gene. Carriers were known to face a higher risk of brain injuries, especially those with two copies.

Before joining the trial, all volunteers had to sign a consent form. The form said they would be tested for a genetic profile that meant a higher risk of bleeding abnormalities from the drug, including cerebral microhemorrhages and brain swelling. But the form stipulated that the test results were "for research purposes" and "will not be shared with you, any insurance company, your employer, your family or any other doctor who is treating you."

In all, the trial enrolled 957 people with one copy of the risky gene and 274 with two copies.

A form from the drug trial saying that genetic results would not be shared with trial participants.   


Dr. Marwan Sabbagh, a neurologist who advised Eisai on Leqembi, called the disclosure of genetic information "study dependent." "Every study decides to do it a little differently," he said.

But Arthur Caplan, a leading bioethicist at the New York University Grossman School of Medicine, said trial participants should know the dangers they face. "It's not even a matter of ethics, it's a matter of common sense," he said after The Times told him about the nondisclosure clause.

An F.D.A. spokesman, Jeremy Kahn, did not address The Times's questions about the appropriateness of the nondisclosure provision, other than to say that the agency had reviewed the trial protocol and determined it was safe.

Asked why Advarra's institutional review board had approved the decision to keep participants in the dark, a company spokeswoman, Mel Johnson, wrote, "I'm afraid at this time I'm not going to be able to get you answers on this one." She declined to explain why.

Institutional review boards are an outgrowth of the National Research Act of 1974, passed in response to ethical violations in clinical trials. The boards are supposed to protect the rights and welfare of human research subjects.

Originally, university-based ethics boards reviewed most drug trials, but in recent years drug companies have found it more efficient to pay a single review board to oversee trials with multiple sites. Recognizing that a profit could be made from running these boards, private equity began buying them up.

In 2021, just two private-equity-controlled companies -- Advarra and WCG -- reviewed 92 percent of drug trials submitted to independent I.R.B.s, according to a Government Accountability Office report last year.

The report cited concerns by some in the industry that "private-equity-backed I.R.B.s are beholden to their clients" and as a result "may be more inclined to approve a protocol and do so expediently in order to satisfy a client."

Ms. Lane was among those in the Leqembi trial who carried two copies of APOE4. She also possessed another risk factor, the one the F.D.A. worried about when it proposed tightening eligibility requirements in 2010.

Ms. Lane's genetic test results from the Leqembi trial. A positive is associated with a higher risk of developing Alzheimer's.


She had suffered four previous microbleeds, increasing the likelihood of brain bleeding when taking Leqembi. Eisai's doctors apparently could not identify them, but Dr. Schrag, who assisted with Ms. Lane's autopsy, found them when examining her pretrial brain scans.

"I'm quite confident in our interpretation," he said. "And we published those scans so that people could contest our counts if they wanted to, and nobody has."

Unaware of her dual risks, Ms. Lane arrived at Charter Research two days before Christmas in 2020 and signed her consent form. In the months that followed, she received only a placebo. On July 25, 2022, she agreed to participate in a new phase of the trial, in which patients could choose to receive the drug.

On Aug. 8, she had her first infusion of Leqembi.

Black Box Warnings

Nearly two years after Leqembi's approval, several major health care institutions, including Northwestern Medicine, the Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center in Boston and the Department of Veterans Affairs, have chosen not to give the drug to anyone with two copies of APOE4.

The drug's rollout has been hindered by its cost -- $26,500 a year -- its limited efficacy and the need for frequent, expensive M.R.I. scans. More than a third of U.S. neurologists do not recommend Leqembi to Alzheimer's patients, according to a recent report by Spherix Global Insights, a market research firm.

The F.D.A. required that Eisai include a black box warning urging physicians to consider the drug's potential risks. Eisai now advises that "testing for APOE4 status should be performed prior to initiation of treatment," and that prescribers should discuss the risks of ARIA with patients.

At the Alzheimer's Association, the chief science officer, Maria C. Carrillo, believes that for many patients, Leqembi is well worth the risks.

"I think it's transformational," Dr. Carrillo said. "It is not a cure. We understand that. And it has side effects. So it may not be for everyone. But for those that could benefit, it offers more time during the most critical stage where you're still independent, you still have a lot of opportunity to enjoy time with family, baptisms, weddings, graduations."

Several experts interviewed for this article, however, argued that the risks outweighed those benefits.

In the Leqembi trial, Eisai reported that 99 people, or 39.8 percent of those carrying two copies of APOE4, experienced brain bleeding; 86 people, or 34.5 percent of those with two copies, had brain swelling. Sixteen percent of patients with one copy experienced brain bleeds.

Before treatment (top), a scan of Ms. Lane's brain showed folds of the temporal lobes. Afterward (bottom), extreme swelling made those folds difficult to distinguish. via Elena Solopova and Dr. Matthew Schrag 


Though typically mild and reversible, side effects such as headaches, convulsions and vision loss were sometimes so severe that patients required prolonged hospitalization and discontinuation of the therapy, according to adverse event reports sent by Eisai to the F.D.A.

Among those patients was a 70-year-old man who experienced progressive headaches, followed by a seizure, and was ultimately found to have had 61 microhemorrhages. Eisai confirmed the events were "related to study drug." He left the study; his status was later updated to "not recovered."

After her third dose of Leqembi, an 81-year-old woman experienced such significant brain swelling that she was withdrawn from the study. The symptoms were "related to study medication," Eisai wrote. Over a year later, an update said she had "not recovered." (The adverse event reports do not include APOE4 status.)

Much remains unknown about the outcomes of subjects who left the study.

Dr. Madhav Thambisetty, a neurologist and former senior investigator at the National Institute on Aging, faulted Eisai for not releasing patient-level trial data on the long-term impact of ARIA on cognition.

"I think that's a glaring omission in my mind," he said. "We don't know what happened to those patients who developed serious symptoms due to ARIA," except for two who were studied by French clinical-trial investigators. (Dr. Thambisetty recently took a job in the drug industry.)

After Ms. Lane received three infusions of Leqembi, she developed multiple microhemorrhages.  via Elena Solopova and Dr. Matthew Schrag  


Dr. Nicolas Villain, the French neurologist who treated the two patients, said in September that one was nonverbal and bedridden, and the other was incapacitated with severe dementia. Dr. Villain said he believed the drug's black box warning was too weak. "These terrible events showed us that it wasn't enough," he said.

Some neurologists fear that brain injuries will increase now that Leqembi is widely available outside the trial, where doctors are less familiar with the drug and monitoring may not be as rigorous.

Susan Aaron, a 74-year-old retired medical coder from the Bronx, started on Leqembi this past May, according to her longtime companion, Valerie Porter. Shortly after her third infusion, Ms. Aaron, who had two copies of the APOE4 gene, was found on her couch, unconscious and drooling. She never regained consciousness. An M.R.I. showed her brain was swollen and had at least seven new microhemorrhages.

The new retrospective analysis of patients taking Leqembi and Aduhelm said their mortality rate was three to four times higher than for Alzheimer's patients not taking the drugs. While noting the limitations of their analysis because of incomplete data, the authors, including Dr. Schrag and Dr. Alberto J. Espay at the University of Cincinnati, concluded that their finding "not only deserves to be part of informed-consent discussions" but also warrants an expanded black box warning.

Little is understood about another potential risk of amyloid-lowering drugs -- accelerated brain shrinkage.

Scott Ayton, a professor of neuroscience at the University of Melbourne, has studied the phenomenon. "The shocking results that came from our analysis," he said in an interview, "is that these drugs, in every class that we looked at, did not preserve brain volume -- they accelerate the apparent shrinkage." He, too, criticized the drugmakers for failing to publish patient-level data to better understand that.

Brain atrophy comes naturally with aging, but it occurs faster in Alzheimer's patients and faster yet in patients on amyloid-lowering drugs, according to neurologists.

"All of these anti-amyloid drugs have brain shrinkage associated with them -- nobody's dealt with it," said Dr. Perry, the journal editor. "There's no indication shrinking the brain is good."

The Quest for a Cure Continues

More than a century after Alzheimer's discovery and decades into drug trials, the sobering reality is that scientists still can't agree on what causes the disease, much less how to defeat it. They don't know what role amyloid plays in the development of Alzheimer's or whether it is Alzheimer's that causes the development of amyloid. Or why someone can have amyloid but not Alzheimer's, or Alzheimer's but no amyloid.

What a growing number of scientists say, though, is that while there's nothing wrong with continuing to study amyloid-lowering drugs, the time has come to expand the focus.

"While beta amyloid may play a role in Alzheimer's disease, it's not the central disease driver, and we need a more nuanced understanding of this disease if we're going to be successful in really moving the ball," Dr. Schrag said.

Researchers have begun exploring other avenues, including drugs to reduce inflammation, improve blood flow and protect neurons. They are also studying repurposing drugs already F.D.A.-approved for other diseases.

Though doctors cannot yet stop or reverse cognitive decline in Alzheimer's, there are drugs that temporarily relieve symptoms. Behavior modifications may also lower the odds of developing the disease -- sleeping better, exercising more, lowering blood pressure, eating a Mediterranean diet and avoiding alcohol. Some research shows taking a multivitamin may help.

Still, the search continues, raising hope, tearing it down, then raising it again.

"It's probably the most feared disease I know of, even more than terminal cancer," said Dr. Caplan, the bioethicist. "It's disintegration of self, loss of dignity."

As much as ethicists love informed consent, he said, Alzheimer's fuels a desperation that can lead people to say, "Yes, I'll take any life preserver you could throw in the water, even if it's leaky. I don't care. Give me something."

An Autopsy 'Unlike Anything'

When Eisai tossed a life preserver, Genevieve Lane reached out to grab it. So did Jean Terrien.

Ms. Terrien had practiced law in Washington and advocated "sensible" gun control, according to her obituary. After her son was born, she quit law and became a psychotherapist. After three infusions of Leqembi, she died of complications from a stroke. She was 65.

Jean Terrien, a high-risk volunteer who died during the Leqembi trial.


Scanned images showed widespread bleeding that Dr. Castellani, the Northwestern physician who performed Ms. Terrien's autopsy, described as "quite unlike anything I really encountered across the spectrum of human illnesses."

Ms. Lane developed a headache after her first infusion. It happened again after her second, except this time she stayed in bed for hours. Another headache followed her third infusion, but she and her friend, Ms. Holmes, went to dinner at Takis Greek Italian Restaurant, their favorite in the Villages.

At 5:30 p.m., while waiting for food, Ms. Lane slumped and became unresponsive. She died at a hospital five days later.

On the day Ms. Lane died, while she was still on life support, Charter Research called Ms. Holmes to remind her that her friend was scheduled for another infusion.

"'Are you not aware that she's in the hospital?'" Ms. Holmes recalled saying. "'We're talking about pulling the plug.' I said, 'No, she won't be coming back anytime -- ever.'"




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/23/health/alzheimers-drug-brain-bleeding.html
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U.S. Says North Korean Troops Are in Russia to Aid Fight Against Ukraine

Defense Secretary Lloyd J. Austin III called the situation "very, very serious," though he said that what the soldiers were doing in Russia was "left to be seen."

Video: White House Says North Korea Sent Thousands of Soldiers to Russia

John F. Kirby, a national security spokesman at the White House, said that North Korea had sent at least 3,000 soldiers into training sites in eastern Russia.


By Eric Schmitt, David E. Sanger and Anatoly Kurmanaev
Eric Schmitt reported from Rome, David E. Sanger from Washington and Anatoly Kurmanaev from Berlin.


Oct 23, 2024 at 11:55 AM

North Korea has sent troops to Russia to join the fight against Ukraine, a major shift in Moscow's effort to win the war, U.S. officials confirmed on Wednesday. Defense Secretary Lloyd J. Austin III called the North's presence a "very, very serious" escalation that would have ramifications in both Europe and Asia.

"What exactly are they doing? Left to be seen," Mr. Austin told reporters at a military base in Italy after a trip to Ukraine. He gave no details about the number of troops already there or the number expected to arrive.

Mr. Austin cast President Vladimir V. Putin's need for North Korean mercenaries as a sign of desperation.

"This is an indication that he may be in even more trouble than most people realize," he said. "He went tin-cupping early on to get additional weapons and materials from the D.P.R.K.," he added, using the abbreviation for Democratic People's Republic of Korea, "and then from Iran, and now he's making a move to get more people."

But he said intelligence analysts were still trying to discern whether the troops were moving toward Ukraine.

Ukrainian officials insist they are headed there, and Ukraine's defense minister was quoted on Wednesday saying he expected to see North Korean troops in Kursk, the Russian territory that Ukraine has occupied, in the coming days.

Mr. Austin's statement came as American intelligence officials said they were preparing to release a trove of intelligence, including satellite photographs, that shows troop ships moving from North Korea to training areas in Vladivostok on Russia's east coast and other Russian territory farther to the north.

For two weeks, there have been reports of the movements, fueled by the Ukrainian and South Korean governments, that more than 12,000 North Koreans were training to fight alongside Russian soldiers.

John F. Kirby, a national security spokesman at the White House, said on Wednesday that between early and mid-October, the United States tracked about 3,000 North Korean troops who were transported by ship from the North Korean port city of Wonsan to Vladivostok in Russia. Those troops have since been taken to three separate training sites in the Russian Far East, he said.

Mr. Kirby said he had no specific assessment of what kind of training the North Korean troops were receiving nor was it known for certain that they would be deployed to the war in Ukraine or how useful they would be given the language and cultural differences. "But," he added, "this is certainly a highly concerning possibility."

He said the United States had not yet seen any specific quid pro quo for North Korea's leader, Kim Jong-un. "What does Kim Jong-un think he's getting out of it?" Mr. Kirby asked, suggesting it could be some form of technology transfer or other help with North Korea's military capability. "That's what's so concerning to us."

Anton A. Kobyakov, an adviser to Mr. Putin, did not explicitly confirm or deny the reports during a summit on Wednesday in Kazan, Russia. "The Pentagon is not an accountable organization," he said in response to a reporter's question.

Russia has denied earlier reports on North Korea's troop presence. But Moscow is straining to maintain its costly offensives in Ukraine without destabilizing Russian society. U.S. officials estimate that Russia is recruiting 25,000 to 30,000 new soldiers a month, just enough to replace the dead and the wounded. Some military analysts believe the Kremlin will have a hard time maintaining that pace without resorting to another round of unpopular mobilization.

To avoid the political cost of a draft, the Russian government has resorted to increasingly unorthodox recruitment tactics. Many Russian regions have sharply increased sign-up bonuses paid to volunteer soldiers and expanded recruitment from prisons and from poor nations such as Cuba and Nepal.

Nonetheless, both Russia and North Korea experts called the arrival of North Korean troops a watershed moment. Desperate not to stir up domestic resentments about the huge casualties Russia has taken -- over 600,000 killed or wounded, American officials recently estimated -- Mr. Putin is now reaching for mercenary forces, supplied by the same country that has sold him more than a million artillery rounds, many of them defective.

For Mr. Kim, the war in Ukraine has been a pathway out of geopolitical isolation. For the first time in decades, the North has assets that a major power is willing to pay for.

His longer-term plan, experts say, may be to improve the reach of his intercontinental ballistic missiles. He is eager, American intelligence agencies believe, to make it clear that his arsenal of nuclear-tipped weapons is capable of hitting American cities.

"This is the real 'no-limits partnership," said Victor Cha, a North Korea expert at the Center for Strategic and International Studies who was a member of President George W. Bush's National Security Council. "We are in a whole different era if North Korean soldiers are dying for Putin. It will raise the ask when Kim makes demands, and Putin will give him what he wants."

In comments to reporters on Monday, President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine sought to portray North Korea's presence as an attempt by Mr. Putin to avoid an unpopular mobilization.

"I wouldn't say they have run out of personnel," the Ukrainian leader said of Russia. "However, the reluctance to mobilize their own people is certainly increasing, and there are formats for mobilizing North Korean troops. This is definitely happening."

"This indicates that the consequences of this war are already impacting Russian society," he added.

One of the central mysteries American and South Korean intelligence agencies are focused on is what Mr. Kim may be receiving in return for contributing troops, even though officials say the United States has not picked up intelligence suggesting that Russia agreed to pay for the mercenaries, or provide oil or much-needed military technology in return. But there have been reports of increased cooperation on missile technology, and in that arena, Mr. Kim has some very specific needs.

He has been trying to demonstrate that his intercontinental ballistic missiles have the range to reach the United States -- a goal that North Korea has had since it seriously began work on its nuclear weapons program in the early 1980s.

As Mr. Kim's missiles have grown more accurate, he has conducted flight tests that have flown in high arcs into space and landed in the Pacific. But he has not yet conducted a test across the Pacific, one that could also demonstrate that his warheads could survive the intense heat and vibration of re-entering the atmosphere -- a challenge that plagued the American and Soviet missile programs in the 1950s.

"Kim may believe that going this far for Putin will mean that he can raise the ceiling on what he wants in return, possibly higher-end technology for ICBMs and nuclear subs," said Mr. Cha. "Both are stated goals of the program."

Mr. Putin, American intelligence officials suggest, may also have a reason to cooperate. With the Biden administration gradually allowing American-made missiles to be shot into Russian territory by Ukrainian forces, some senior officials believe, Mr. Putin has every incentive to help North Korea show that it could threaten American territory.

Another mystery is how China is reacting to the North's new deals with Russia. U.S. intelligence has concluded that Chinese officials now want to assure that Russia wins in its conflict with Ukraine, demonstrating that the West, with all its firepower, cannot prevail far from its shores.

But North Korea has always been highly dependent on Beijing, and Mr. Kim's move to take advantage of Russia's need for ammunition and troops is presumed to be unwelcome in Beijing. China remains the North's critical supplier of oil, and its major trading partner. And it has sometimes used that leverage to insist that Mr. Kim not create instability or conflict in Asia.

Now the provision of troops threatens all that. But so far, officials say, they have not picked up evidence that China is expressing its displeasure.

Peter Baker contributed reporting from Washington, Kim Barker from Kyiv, Ukraine, and Valerie Hopkins from Kazan, Russia.
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U.S. Study on Puberty Blockers Goes Unpublished Because of Politics, Doctor Says

The leader of the long-running study said that the drugs did not improve mental health in children with gender distress and that the finding might be weaponized by opponents of the care.

Protesters against a ban of gender-affirming medical care in the Texas Capitol rotunda in Austin last year. Mikala Compton/Austin American-Statesman, via Associated Press



By Azeen Ghorayshi



Oct 23, 2024 at 03:19 PM

An influential doctor and advocate of adolescent gender treatments said she had not published a long-awaited study of puberty-blocking drugs because of the charged American political environment.

The doctor, Johanna Olson-Kennedy, began the study in 2015 as part of a broader, multimillion-dollar federal project on transgender youth. She and colleagues recruited 95 children from across the country and gave them puberty blockers, which stave off the permanent physical changes -- like breasts or a deepening voice -- that could exacerbate their gender distress, known as dysphoria.

The researchers followed the children for two years to see if the treatments improved their mental health. An older Dutch study had found that puberty blockers improved well-being, results that inspired clinics around the world to regularly prescribe the medications as part of what is now called gender-affirming care.

But the American trial did not find a similar trend, Dr. Olson-Kennedy said in a wide-ranging interview. Puberty blockers did not lead to mental health improvements, she said, most likely because the children were already doing well when the study began.

"They're in really good shape when they come in, and they're in really good shape after two years," said Dr. Olson-Kennedy, who runs the country's largest youth gender clinic at the Children's Hospital of Los Angeles.

That conclusion seemed to contradict an earlier description of the group, in which Dr. Olson-Kennedy and her colleagues noted that one quarter of the adolescents were depressed or suicidal before treatment.

In the nine years since the study was funded by the National Institutes of Health, and as medical care for this small group of adolescents became a searing issue in American politics, Dr. Olson-Kennedy's team has not published the data. Asked why, she said the findings might fuel the kind of political attacks that have led to bans of the youth gender treatments in more than 20 states, one of which will soon be considered by the Supreme Court.

"I do not want our work to be weaponized," she said. "It has to be exactly on point, clear and concise. And that takes time."

She said that she intends to publish the data, but that the team had also been delayed because the N.I.H. had cut some of the project's funding. She attributed that cut, too, to politics, which the N.I.H. denied. (The broader project has received $9.7 million in government support to date.)

Dr. Johanna Olson-Kennedy Michael Tullberg/Getty Images


Dr. Olson-Kennedy is one of the country's most vocal advocates of adolescent gender treatments and has served as an expert witness in many legal challenges to the state bans. She said she was concerned the study's results could be used in court to argue that "we shouldn't use blockers because it doesn't impact them," referring to transgender adolescents.

Other researchers, however, were alarmed by the idea of delaying results that would have immediate implications for families around the world.

"I understand the fear about it being weaponized, but it's really important to get the science out there," said Amy Tishelman, a clinical and research psychologist at Boston College who was one of the study's original researchers.

Dr. Tishelman also noted that, even if the drugs did not lead to psychological improvements, they may have prevented some of the children from getting worse. "No change isn't necessarily a negative finding -- there could be a preventative aspect to it," she said. "We just don't know without more investigation."

In the 1990s and 2000s, doctors in the Netherlands began studying a small group of children who had experienced intense gender dysphoria since early childhood. For most of these children, the negative feelings dissipated by puberty. For others, puberty made them feel worse.

For those who struggled, the researchers began prescribing puberty blockers, which had long been used to treat children whose puberty began unusually early. The Dutch scientists reasoned that by preventing the permanent changes of puberty, transgender adolescents would fare better psychologically and fit in more comfortably in society as adults.

In 2011, the researchers reported on the first 70 children who were treated with the so-called Dutch Protocol. The children were thoroughly assessed to make sure that they had persistent dysphoria and supportive parents and that they did not have serious psychiatric conditions that might interfere with treatment.

These patients showed some psychological improvements after puberty blockers: fewer depressive symptoms, as well as significant declines in behavioral and emotional problems. All the patients chose to continue their gender transitions by taking testosterone or estrogen.

The findings were highly influential even before they were published, and clinics around the world opened to treat transgender adolescents with puberty blockers and hormones.

England's youth gender clinic in 2011 tried to replicate the Dutch results with a study of 44 children. But at a conference five years later, the British researchers reported that puberty blockers had not changed volunteers' well-being, including rates of self-harm. Those results were not made public until 2020, years after puberty blockers had become the standard treatment for children with gender dysphoria in England.

In 2020, Dr. Olson-Kennedy's group described the initial psychological profile of the children enrolled in the U.S. study of puberty blockers, whose average age was 11. Before receiving the drugs, around one quarter of the group reported depression symptoms and significant anxiety, and one quarter reported ever having thoughts of suicide. Eight percent reported a past suicide attempt.

In a progress report submitted to the N.I.H. at that time, Dr. Olson-Kennedy outlined her hypothesis of how the children would fare after two years on puberty blockers: that they would show "decreased symptoms of depression, anxiety, trauma symptoms, self-injury, and suicidality, and increased body esteem and quality of life over time."

That hypothesis does not seem to have borne out. "They have good mental health on average," Dr. Olson-Kennedy said in the interview with The New York Times. "They're not in any concerning ranges, either at the beginning or after two years." She reiterated this idea several times.

Puberty blockers are prescribed to prevent the permanent physical changes of puberty. Jamie Kelter Davis for The New York Times


When asked in follow-up emails to clarify how the children could have good initial mental health when her preliminary findings had showed one quarter of them struggling, Dr. Olson-Kennedy said that, in the interview, she was referring to data averages and that she was still analyzing the full data set.

Dr. Hilary Cass, a pediatrician who this year published an extensive review of youth gender services in England, said that the delays from the American and British research groups had led the public to believe that puberty blockers improved mental health, even though scant evidence backed up that conclusion.

"It's really important we get results out there so we understand whether it's helpful or not, and for whom," Dr. Cass said.

Her report found weak evidence for puberty blockers and noted some risks, including lags in bone growth and fertility loss in some patients. It prompted the National Health Service in England to stop prescribing the drugs outside of a new clinical trial, following similar pullbacks in several other European countries.

An N.I.H. spokesman said that while the agency generally encourages the publication of data supported by its grants, researchers decide how and when to do so.

Dr. Olson-Kennedy's collaborators have also not yet published data they collected on how puberty blockers affected the adolescents' bone development.

But many other papers have been published from the wider N.I.H. project, including a 2023 study of older transgender and nonbinary adolescents who took estrogen or testosterone to aid their gender transition. After two years on hormones, the volunteers showed improvements in life and body satisfaction, and patients taking testosterone showed declines in depression and anxiety. (Two of the 315 patients died by suicide, a rate much higher than the general population.)

Dr. Olson-Kennedy noted that doctors' clinical experience was often undervalued in discussions of research. She has prescribed puberty blockers and hormonal treatments to transgender children and adolescents for 17 years, she said, and has observed how profoundly beneficial they can be.

Although the N.I.H. studies are large, she said, "these are minuscule compared to the amount of people that we've taken care of."

Christina Jewett and Jane Ackermann contributed reporting.
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Fernando Valenzuela, Pitcher Whose Screwballs Eluded Batters, Dies at 63

The Los Angeles Dodgers star won the Rookie of the Year and Cy Young Awards in 1981, when "Fernandomania" made him a household name and filled ballparks.

Fernando Valenzuela of the Dodgers performs his signature windup while playing in Los Angeles in 1982. He pitched for the team from 1980 through 1990. Larry Morris/The New York Times



By Richard Sandomir



Oct 23, 2024 at 05:06 AM

Fernando Valenzuela, the Mexican-born left-handed Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher who enthralled baseball fans as a 20-year-old in the 1981 season with a quirky windup that produced his signature screwball, died on Tuesday in Los Angeles. He was 63.

His death, in a hospital, was confirmed in statements by the Dodgers and by Major League Baseball's commissioner, Rob Manfred. The statements did not cite a cause.

Valenzuela stepped away from his job as a Dodgers broadcaster this month to focus on his health. The team said he had been planning to return for the 2025 season.

Valenzuela won his first eight starts in 1981 in spectacular fashion: Five of his victories were shutouts, and seven were complete games. His earned run average was a minuscule 0.50.

"He's Got the World on a String -- And It's 8-0," a headline in The Los Angeles Times read.

Valenzuela was somewhat more hittable during the rest of the season, which was broken up by a nearly two-month-long players' strike. But his 13-7 record and 2.48 E.R.A. for the season were enough for him to win the National League Rookie of the Year and Cy Young Awards. He was the only player ever to win both in the same year.

He continued to succeed in the 1981 postseason, with a record of 3-1, including a complete game victory in Game 3 of the World Series against the Yankees. Although he did not pitch his best in that game -- he gave up nine hits and seven walks and threw 146 pitches -- Valenzuela helped the Dodgers turn the tide against the Yankees, who had won the first two games. The Dodgers won the next three games to take the Series.

When Valenzuela started his windup, he lifted his arms over his head and, as he lowered them to meet his high-kicking right leg, he looked up to the sky. His eyes seemed to roll back in his head, as if in some sort of rapture.

Vin Scully, the Dodgers' announcer who over 67 seasons watched Sandy Koufax, Don Drysdale and Don Newcombe pitch, told The Los Angeles Times in 1991 that there was something different about games pitched by Valenzuela a decade earlier.

"Fernandomania bordered on a religious experience," he said. "Fernando being Mexican, coming from nowhere, it was as though Mexicans grabbed onto him with both hands to ride to the moon."

The former Dodger broadcaster Vin Scully, left, with Valenzuela at Dodger Stadium in October 2017. Valenzuela threw out the ceremonial first pitch before Game 2 of the 2017 World Series between the Dodgers and the Houston Astros. Pool photo by Jayne Kamin-Oncea


Tommy Lasorda, the Dodgers' manager, told The New York Times columnist George Vecsey early in the 1981 season that Valenzuela was "one of the most impressive young pitchers I have ever seen." He added, "I can't compare his statistics or his repertoire to anybody."

Valenzuela's spectacular start ignited the "Fernandomania" phenomenon. His games filled Dodger Stadium and ballparks around the league. Merchandise sales rose, television ratings spiked, and media attention, from journalists in both the United States and Mexico, peaked. The headline on the cover of Sports Illustrated's May 18 issue read, "Unreal!"

Valenzuela was also a guest at a White House luncheon hosted by President Ronald Reagan to honor President Jose Lopez Portillo of Mexico.

"Every Latin American country was represented when he pitched," one of his teammates, the outfielder and future manager Dusty Baker, told mlb.com in 2021. "Not only Mexico, I'm talking El Salvador, Nicaragua. There'd be flags."

Fernando Valenzuela was born on Nov. 11, 1960, in Navojoa, in northwestern Mexico near the Gulf of California, and grew up in Etchohuaquila, about 28 miles further northwest, where his parents, Avelino and Maria Valenzuela, had a small farm. Fernando played soccer as a boy, but he was better at baseball.

Valenzuela was discovered by accident in 1978 when Mike Brito, a Dodgers scout, was on a trip to Silao, in central Mexico, to watch a shortstop, Ali Uscanga, play in a Mexican rookie league game. His attention was diverted by the performance of Valenzuela, who struck out 12 batters for the team from Guanajuato, Silao's opponent that day.

"I couldn't believe he was only 17," Brito later told Sports Illustrated.

The Dodgers signed Valenzuela the next year and sent him to the minor leagues, where he augmented his fastball and curveball with a screwball he learned from Bobby Castillo, one of the team's pitchers. Valenzuela caught on quickly.

A screwball requires a left-hander like Valenzuela to snap his wrist in the opposite direction of other breaking balls so that it fades away from a right-handed batter.

"It's an unnatural pitch, just the opposite of the curve," Carl Hubbell, one of the screwball's greatest practitioners, who pitched for the New York Giants from 1928 to 1943, told The Los Angeles Times in 1981. Valenzuela's screwball, he added, was "the best since mine."

The pitch has been so rarely mastered that Tyler Kepner, the former national baseball writer for The New York Times, who is now with The Athletic, described it as the "Sasquatch of baseball" in his 2019 book, "K: A History of Baseball in Ten Pitches."

Valenzuela in 1986. He won 21 games that year, the most in his career. Otto Greule Jr./Getty Images


After one full season in the Dodgers' minor league system, with the San Antonio Double A team (where his record was 13-9 with a 3.10 E.R.A.), Valenzuela was called up by the parent club late in the 1980 season. In 10 games, all as a reliever, he surrendered no earned runs while winning two games and losing none.

Following his sensational rookie season in 1981, he pitched for the Dodgers through 1990. He finished third in Cy Young voting in 1982, when he had a record of 19-13, with a 2.47 E.R.A.; won 21 games in 1986, the most in his career; and pitched a no-hitter on June 29, 1990, against the St. Louis Cardinals.

"If you have a sombrero," Scully said after the final out, "throw it to the sky!"

A no-hitter was a surprise at that point in Valenzuela's career. He had been struggling during the season and had surrendered eight earned runs in his previous start. And he was tiring in the final three innings.

"This kind of tired didn't bother me," he told reporters afterward. "You think I feel anything during those last inning? No way."

He completed that season with a 13-13 record and a 4.59 E.R.A., the highest of his career until then, and was released by the Dodgers early the next year on the day his $2.55 million contract (equivalent to about $6 million today) would have been guaranteed.

Over the next seven seasons, he tried unsuccessfully to recapture his past success. He pitched for the California (now Los Angeles) Angels and for a team in the Mexican Baseball League, then returned to the majors with the Baltimore Orioles, Philadelphia Phillies, San Diego Padres and Cardinals, who released him in July 1997, a month after they acquired him from the Padres.

His 2-12 record brought an end to his major league career, but he continued to pitch into his 40s for a few years in the Mexican winter league.

In all, his career record was 173-153, with a 3.54 E.R.A. He was chosen for six All-Star Games, including the one he started in 1981, his rookie season. The Dodgers retired his No. 34 in 2023.

Valenzuela at a news conference after being named National League Rookie of the Year in 1981. He also won the 1981 Cy Young Award, making him the only player ever to win both awards in the same year. Wally Fong/Associated Press


His survivors include his wife, Linda; four children, Fernando Jr., Ricardo, Linda and Maria Fernanda; and seven grandchildren.

Valenzuela returned to the Dodgers in 2003 as an analyst for its Spanish-language radio broadcasts, and he remained beloved by fans.

"When I was playing, I was scared to talk," he told The Los Angeles Times in 2004. "It was not my first choice to be in front of the microphone. But now, I kind of like it."

John Yoon contributed reporting.
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Why Gender May Be the Defining Issue of the Election

The issue is rarely directly addressed by either Vice President Kamala Harris or Donald Trump. But the 2024 contest is, in ways overt and subtle, a referendum on the role of women in American life.

A recent poll showed Vice President Kamala Harris with an advantage of 16 percentage points with likely female voters, while Donald J. Trump has an 11-point advantage with likely male voters. Jamie Kelter Davis for The New York Times



By Lisa Lerer and Katie Glueck
Reporting from Erie and Beaver, Pa.


Oct 23, 2024 at 10:09 AM

With less than two weeks left before Election Day, a big question is looming over the campaign for the White House, and it has nothing to do with the economy or the barrage of attacks between former President Donald J. Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris over judgment, character and mental fitness.

It is gender.

The issue is rarely directly addressed by either of the candidates. Yet the matter of Ms. Harris's gender -- and her potential to make history as the country's first female president -- is defining the campaign, creating a contest that is, in ways overt and subtle, a referendum on the role of women in American life.

Pro-Harris stickers plastered on bathroom stalls offer reminders, "woman to woman," that their vote is private. Trump aides use sexualized epithets to deride liberal men as weak and effeminate. In poll after poll, a difference in voting patterns based on gender pervades every demographic group.

And in quiet conversations, some female Harris supporters can't shake the uneasy feeling that men in their lives are struggling to support a woman -- especially a Black and South Asian woman -- even if they don't want to admit it.

"If she were a man, would this race be this close?" Gov. Janet Mills of Maine asked a clutch of Democratic women after campaigning for Ms. Harris in suburban Pittsburgh. Joyce Reinoso, one of those women, shot back, "Oh, she would've won three weeks ago."

Those who have studied voting patterns for decades say they have never before seen a presidential race where gender is so central to the electoral prospects of each candidate -- even in 2016, when Hillary Clinton became the first woman to capture a major party nomination. They cite a series of factors: Mr. Trump's well-documented denigration of women, Ms. Harris's barrier-breaking potential, longstanding sexist views about women in power and, perhaps most centrally, the Supreme Court's overturning of a constitutional right to abortion two years ago.

"It's Whac-a-Mole -- he's got to get some women so men can take him over the top, we've got to get some men so women can take her over the top," said Celinda Lake, a veteran Democratic pollster who has studied female voters since she wrote her master's thesis on the gender gap in the 1980 presidential race. "It's exactly the same formula, just mirror image."

A survey conducted by The New York Times and Siena College this month shows that the gender gap has widened as women maintain their yearslong support for Democrats and men move toward Mr. Trump. Ms. Harris has an advantage of 16 percentage points with likely female voters, while Mr. Trump has an 11-point advantage with likely male voters.

Much of the gender divide is driven by the youngest generation of voters: The poll shows that 69 percent of women ages 18 to 29 favor Ms. Harris, compared with 45 percent of young men -- a difference that far exceeds that in any older generation of voters.

Democrats believe Ms. Harris is facing a deep-rooted strain of sexism that looks different from the attacks of the past, when female leaders were openly questioned on the basis of their gender and described in classic tropes of being either too aggressive or too emotional -- and sometimes both. 

Notes with messages in support of Ms. Harris at a bathroom in a restaurant in Media, Pa., this month. Ruth Fremson/The New York Times


The country has shifted since 2016, with more women rising to win positions of political power including Ms. Harris, who is the first female vice president. But in contrast to 2016, when liberals reveled in the prospect of the first female president, anxious Democrats now have little doubt about the persistent power of sexism in the minds of some voters.

"We're all protecting our hearts right now, having been through this before," said Liz Shuler, the first woman elected to lead the A.F.L.-C.I.O., the largest federation of unions in the country. "We've come further, even since 2020, with women leading in ways we've never seen before. To not be able to cross that ultimate threshold of the highest position of power in the world would be a sucker punch."

Her union federation, one of the Democrats' most powerful backers, is tracking a 32-point difference in support for Ms. Harris over Mr. Trump among its female members in internal surveys.

Ms. Harris dismisses concerns that sexism could hurt her chances, saying the country is "absolutely" ready to elect a female president.

"I will never assume that anyone in our country should elect a leader based on their gender or their race," she said, in an interview with NBC News on Tuesday evening.

Neither campaign is ceding an entire gender to the other.

Senator JD Vance of Ohio, Mr. Trump's vice-presidential nominee, whose 2021 swipe at "childless cat ladies" has become something of Democratic rallying cry, insisted in a recent interview with Fox News that the Republican campaign hadn't given up on winning female voters.

But the Harris campaign hopes to build on the coalition of energized and angry female voters that has propelled its party to victories in races up and down the ballot since Mr. Trump took office in 2017.

Aware of their deficits with men -- in particular younger men -- Democrats are betting that they can make new gains with white women across lines of education, class and even party affiliation, with plans to persuade conservative-leaning voters, especially women, through Election Day.

A central part of the campaign's appeal is a promise to restore federal abortion rights. Later this week, Ms. Harris plans to highlight the effects of the abortion restrictions enacted by Republican state legislators after Roe v. Wade was overturned, with campaign stops in Texas and Georgia, both states that banned the procedure with limited exceptions.

At an event on Monday in suburban Philadelphia, former Representative Liz Cheney of Wyoming, one of Ms. Harris's most prominent Republican supporters, made the message explicit for the moderate suburban women whom the campaign is trying to reach.

"We are going to reject the misogyny that we have seen from Donald Trump and JD Vance," she said.

Ms. Harris's approach is a notable break from the strategy pursued by the only other woman to win the nomination of a major party. During her 2016 race, Mrs. Clinton touted her history-making potential as a political asset, embracing slogans like "I'm with her."

Ms. Harris rarely mentions her gender or her race, reflecting both her personal approach to barrier-breaking roles and internalized Democratic anxieties from Mrs. Clinton's defeat.

"People can see with their own eyes -- she's a woman," said Senator Laphonza Butler, Democrat of California and a close friend of Ms. Harris. "She is choosing to focus on what she feels like is most important -- and it's not her race or gender. It is what's important to the American people and why she's the best leader in this moment for the country."

Her silence on the issue, some pollsters and strategists say, has inverted some of the traditional political dynamics of the gender gap. While Democrats are certainly courting female voters, the Republican ticket is driving the schism through inflammatory comments about women and Mr. Trump's continued expressions of pride in his role in overturning Roe v. Wade, having appointed three of the Supreme Court justices who voted in the majority.

Some female Republican strategists and officials, including former Gov. Nikki Haley of South Carolina, have worried that the party is alienating female voters. In 2022, Republicans were caught politically flat-footed after the decision in Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization, the case that overturned the constitutional right to abortion. Since then, many have coalesced around a message -- led by Mr. Trump -- that the issue should be left to the states.

"She's not the one trying to make it about gender," said Christine Matthews, a pollster who works for Republican candidates and considers herself part of the anti-Trump wing of the party. "It's Trump and Vance being so extreme, and Dobbs, that created a huge gender schism."

But Mr. Trump's campaign believes his path to victory runs through mobilizing men who are less likely to vote. He has embraced a brand of hypermasculinity, featuring former pro wrestlers ripping off their shirts at his party convention, his appearances on a series of podcasts that are popular with younger men and his praising of a famous golfer's penis size at a rally this weekend.

His supporters have mocked the masculinity of Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota, the Democratic vice-presidential candidate, denigrating him as "Tampon Tim" for supporting a law that put free menstrual products in school bathrooms.

Mr. Trump has embraced a brand of hypermasculinity, featuring former pro wrestlers and appearances with podcasters popular with men. Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times


Even Mr. Trump's appeals to women have been tinged with overtones of traditional gender roles: "You will no longer be abandoned, lonely or scared," Mr. Trump said at a rally in Pennsylvania last month. "You will be protected, and I will be your protector."

Mr. Trump's strategy may be more electorally perilous, say some experts who study younger voters. Female voters have seen how politics can directly affect their lives since the wave of abortion restrictions became law after the fall of Roe v. Wade.

It remains unclear whether young men who feel disillusioned by political institutions, and unseen by a culture that has embraced women's empowerment, feel the same motivation to turn their support of Mr. Trump into actual votes.

"It's definitely a riskier bet, but he lost, so he has to expand his franchise in ways that haven't been done before," said John Della Volpe, the director of polling for the Institute of Politics at the Harvard Kennedy School. "You're trying to mobilize young men who are disconnected and disaffected by the very system you are asking them to engage in."

While Mr. Trump promises to be women's "protector," Ms. Harris's supporters preach that women can protect themselves.

She recently rallied several hundred campaign volunteers at a high school gym in Detroit as they prepared to cast their ballots on the first day of early voting in the city.

As usual, she did not mention her gender. But on the wall behind were handwritten signs that said "It's About Madam Time," a nod to the Lizzo song "About Damn Time."

"I think Mrs. Commander-in-Chief has a nice ring to it," Lizzo, the Grammy Award-winning singer and Detroit native, said at the event, questioning those who believe that America is "not ready" for a female president. 

During a campaign rally in support of Ms. Harris in Detroit this month, handmade signs referring to a Lizzo song were placed behind the stage. Ruth Fremson/The New York Times


Some Democrats believe that voters are reaching for euphemisms about Ms. Harris's policies and vision to paper over their discomfort with supporting a woman -- an argument former President Barack Obama recently made from the campaign trail.

"Pretend Kamala Harris is Ken Harris -- if she were a man, a middle-aged man, would you think differently about it?" Ms. Mills, the Maine governor, says she asks voters. "It's not misogyny, but just people from certain segments of the population are used to seeing a white man in that executive seat, and it's always been harder for women to prove executive ability, which Kamala has."

Anastacia Volante, 35, of Center Township, Pa., has conflicting feelings about Ms. Harris's chances.

"I would be ecstatic to tell my daughter that she was president -- she was in my belly kicking whenever she became the vice president," Ms. Volante said of her 31/2-year-old. "It would be a full-circle moment."

But, she said, Ms. Harris has been a "harder sell" for some people in her life, more so than President Biden, a Scranton native with blue-collar appeal, was last time. She described conversations in which some have said it would be difficult to trust a woman with nuclear codes or claimed that "we are emotional beings as females."

"It's hard for, I think, older generations, and even males our age, to wrap their mind around having a female president," she said. "They think they're too emotional, where men are just as emotional, sometimes even more."

"It's one of those things," she added, "where you just kind of, like, take a deep breath, and you say, 'Well, I don't agree.'"

Dan Faingnaert, 71, and his wife, Marilyn Shields, 72, of Monaca, Pa., who publish a motorcycle-focused newspaper together, are in agreement on their support for Ms. Harris, viewing Mr. Trump as "destructive" on the international stage (Mr. Faingnaert's words), or simply "insane," as Ms. Shields put it.

But where Mr. Faingnaert said he thought Ms. Harris was in a stronger position than Mr. Biden had been in 2020, Ms. Shields was doubtful.

Asked why, she replied bluntly, "because she's a woman."

Jonathan Weisman reported from Moon Township, Pa., Nicholas Nehamas reported from Detroit, and Ruth Igielnik reported from Washington, D.C.
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Despite Global Crises, Gas Prices Slide as U.S. Election Nears

Fuel prices, which had soared after Russia's invasion of Ukraine, have dropped to their lowest level since February.

Prices at the pump averaged $3.16 nationally on Tuesday, down 11 percent from this time last year. Graham Dickie/The New York Times



By Rebecca F. Elliott



Oct 22, 2024 at 07:41 PM

Gasoline is approaching or has fallen below $3 a gallon in most states, returning to a national average not seen since February in one of the clearest examples of prices declining after a period of rapid inflation.

Prices at the pump averaged $3.16 for regular gas on Tuesday, down 11 percent from this time last year, according to the motor club AAA. Average prices have already dipped below $3 a gallon in 19 states, including the swing states of Georgia, North Carolina and Wisconsin.

That's made filling up much more affordable than it typically is in the weeks before a presidential election.

Along with the cost of other staples like eggs and milk, the price of gasoline is frequently invoked by politicians and consumers alike as a barometer for the health of the economy and how Americans are faring financially. Gas prices have the added distinction of being prominently displayed almost everywhere, reminding drivers whether it's more or less expensive to get to work or the grocery store.

Americans are currently spending around 2 percent of their disposable income on gasoline, less than they did in the run-up to all recent presidential elections besides the 2020 contest, according to ClearView Energy Partners, a research firm in Washington, D.C. Oil prices plunged that year as the world shut down because of the Covid-19 pandemic.

Vice President Kamala Harris has sought to capitalize on the economic good news, taking credit for the drop in gasoline prices. The Biden administration's decisions to sell fuel from a national reserve and relax certain gasoline-making rules have helped to lower prices, the White House has said.

Former President Donald J. Trump has said he would reduce prices further, below $2 a gallon, part of a broader pledge to lower energy costs overall by at least half. He hasn't explained how he would do so.

Many view his target as unrealistic. Prices at the pump last averaged less than $2 in June 2020, when oil demand dried up in the early months of the pandemic.

Two years later, after Russia invaded Ukraine, the cost of gasoline surged to $5 a gallon, and higher energy prices played an important role in accelerating consumer inflation worldwide.

While the president can influence fuel prices somewhat, costs depend mostly on market dynamics. Prices often decline in the fall, for example, as the days become shorter and temperatures cool, factors that discourage people from venturing out.

Oil prices have also slipped more than 15 percent in the past year to around $72 a barrel on Tuesday morning, as signs emerge that the world may soon have more crude than it needs. Oil production has been rising in the United States and elsewhere, while demand weakens in China, long a voracious consumer of fossil fuels.

The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries and its allies have been trying to maintain prices by restraining output, with mixed results. The cartel has said it expects to begin opening the taps further in December.

Oil prices could rise again if fighting escalates in the Middle East and disrupts oil production or shipping routes.

For the time being, one of the biggest drivers of U.S. inflation over the past few years is helping the economy cool off. The price of diesel has fallen even further than that of gasoline, to $3.59 on Tuesday, compared with around $4.50 a year ago.

"Lower gas prices make everybody feel good," said Jared Scheeler, chief executive of the Hub Convenience Stores, which operates several gas stations in North Dakota.

Americans are consuming less gasoline than they used to. Between better energy efficiency and more electric and hybrid vehicles on the road, domestic consumption is about 4 percent lower than it was in 2019, according to the U.S. Energy Information Administration. Many analysts doubt it will ever recover to prepandemic levels.

Gas stations are making up for reduced traffic by charging more for fuel. Average margins on a gallon of gasoline in the United States have expanded to around 39 cents, from 24 cents in 2019, outpacing inflation, according to the Oil Price Information Service.

"They've got some higher overhead costs, but most of it has been opportunity," said Tom Kloza, global head of energy analysis at OPIS. "The market will bear it."

Jeff Lenard, a vice president at the National Association of Convenience Stores, attributed the expansion of gasoline margins in part to higher costs, such as for labor and credit-card fees, and changing consumer behavior. Some drivers are choosing to fill up where they want to buy food, rather than where gas is a few cents cheaper, he said.

Larger convenience store chains are enjoying particularly strong pricing power. Alimentation Couche-Tard, a Canadian company that operates Circle K gas stations, earned a gross margin of 48 cents for each gallon of fuel it sold in the United States in the three months ending in late July, up from less than 27 cents per gallon during the same period in 2019, financial disclosures show. The company's quarterly profit soared nearly 50 percent over that period.
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In a Malaysian Pop-Up City, Echoes of China's Housing Crash

Forest City was an audacious $100 billion project by a top Chinese developer. Today, the project is a fraction of what had been planned and the developer is broke.

Forest City stands on one of four planned man-made islands on the tip of southern Malaysia.



By Alexandra Stevenson
Alexandra Stevenson spent a night in Forest City, sleeping in one of the apartments once marketed as luxury homes to China's newly rich.


Oct 22, 2024 at 05:02 AM

It was an audacious real estate project undertaken a decade ago by a Chinese developer: a $100 billion city in Malaysia built on sand and shrubby mangroves and sold as a luxury "dream paradise" for China's middle class.

Many of Forest City's residents today are transient -- the caretakers of the grounds who sweep the empty roads and pick up the garbage, trim the hedges and water the plants.

"I see so many new faces," said Thana Selvi, who works at KK Supermart, a brightly lit convenience store that stands out among the mostly boarded-up, empty spaces on the street level. She rents a room in an apartment above the shop, month to month, for $118.

At a distance, Forest City's rows of high-rises tower over the Johor Strait between Singapore and Malaysia like a monument to China's economic triumphs. Up close, the streets are quiet, most apartments are dark and large stone slabs demarcate the lush forest from the "land to be developed."

The Forest City skyline. Amrita Chandradas for The New York Times


Country Garden planned to build as many as 700,000 apartments and said it will continue to develop "according to demand." Amrita Chandradas for The New York Times


Officials hope to use Forest City's office tower to house financial firms lured by tax incentives. Amrita Chandradas for The New York Times


The giant Chinese property developer Country Garden dreamed up Forest City as a "green futuristic city" spanning 12 square miles and four man-made islands. There were supposed to be 700,000 apartments. Only one island, with 26,000 apartments in several dozen towers, was built.

Since Country Garden defaulted on its debt last year, it has become an emblem of the excesses of China's housing boom, a corporate deadbeat unable to pay its bills or build the apartments it promised. Hundreds of thousands of home buyers and projects like Forest City are in limbo. Creditors that are suing Country Garden in Hong Kong could eventually seize Forest City.

With few residents and an uncertain future, Forest City now serves as a blank canvas. It has been used as a setting for the reality shows "The Mole" on Netflix and "Battle Trip" on South Korean television. A cryptocurrency investor, Balaji Srinivasan, recently started using a space in Forest City for a temporary tech school.

The interior of the Forest City sales gallery features a scale model that includes not-yet built apartment towers.  Amrita Chandradas for The New York Times


A padlocked storefront in front of an apartment tower at Forest City. Amrita Chandradas for The New York Times


The plans for Forest City included duty-free and luxury retail but most of those stores are empty.  Amrita Chandradas for The New York Times


But Country Garden is holding on to its ambitions. "The blueprint for Forest City will not change," Country Garden said in a statement to The New York Times. "Reasonable development and construction will be carried out according to demand."

For years, Country Garden gorged on cheap money to sustain a build-and-they-will-come strategy that characterized China's housing frenzy. When it tried to take that model overseas, chasing money that was leaving China, it ran into trouble.

In 2014, almost as soon as trucks began to dump sand on sea grass to build land, the project was thrown off track. Construction was halted for months to assess Forest City's environmental impact after officials in Singapore -- a few miles away across the strait -- raised concerns to Malaysia. Two years later, China, fearing the collapse of its currency because money was streaming out of the country, stopped citizens from buying property in Malaysia and other nations.

Local Malaysian authorities, who have a 40 percent financial stake in Forest City, have tried to revive interest in the project. They promised to turn it into a special financial zone and last month dropped all taxes on the so-called family offices of ultrawealthy investors.

Yet all around there were signs that Country Garden had miscalculated demand.

On a trip to Forest City in early September, the office tower at the heart of the complex, where local officials now hope money managers will open offices, was locked with chains and watched over by guards. At night, the building was barely visible except for a broken green LED sign, blinking on occasion, perched on top. In the blocks of apartments nearby, entire floors were dark.

Stores in the mall, once earmarked for luxury retail and duty-free shopping, were chained up -- some were filled with rotting wood and construction materials. The only patrons one evening were three women riding around on plastic motorized dinosaurs that lit up to "Last Friday Night" by Katy Perry.

The "Stairway to Heaven" is a tourist attraction, intended to be an "Instagram-able" spot. Amrita Chandradas for The New York Times


A team of landscapers, cleaners and security guards maintain the grounds of Forest City. Amrita Chandradas for The New York Times


Families from nearby communities bring their children after work to play in Forest City's modest water park.  Amrita Chandradas for The New York Times


"Country Garden was riding the wave rather than thinking about the opportunity to create a city," said Michael Grove, a landscape architect at the design firm Sasaki who was brought in, together with consultants from McKinsey, to help make the developer's plans more economically and environmentally viable in late 2014.

"They were doing construction on the fly," said Mr. Grove.

If any company could have pulled off Forest City, it would have been Country Garden. Once one of China's most prolific developers, it boasted of its "fast development and sales." For Forest City, it plastered advertisements in Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou and other cities. It flew in interested Chinese buyers to see model apartments. Real estate agents played up the possibility of getting special visas and a pathway to Malaysian citizenship.

In China, where there are few places to invest savings other than real estate, Forest City was cast as a hard-to-miss opportunity.

Su Mu was living in Shanghai in 2016 when Country Garden offered him a free trip to Forest City. He found the air clean and the scenery pleasant. He had invested in properties in China, so he bought a place in Forest City for around $151,000.

"The prices here were not expensive compared to those in China," said Mr. Mu, who recently decided to move to Forest City full time. "I am now 40 and want to change to a new environment and have a new start." There aren't a lot of people in his building, he acknowledged. "It was not very good at first, it felt far away and remote."

As the sun set along Forest City's white sand beach, several families from nearby communities brought their children to play in the modest Forest City water park.

Forest City's developer, Country Garden, was once one of China's leading property companies. Amrita Chandradas for The New York Times


The luxury condominium apartments are mostly unoccupied. Amrita Chandradas for The New York Times


Only a few apartments are lit up at night. Amrita Chandradas for The New York Times


One Chinese couple took photographs on a long sculpture called "Stairway to Heaven" that stretched into the sky. They said they bought an apartment in 2016 and traveled from a coastal city in Zhejiang to Forest City once a year for vacation.

Most of the owners in Forest City seem to rent their apartments out and live in China. Across China, so many developers went bust that vast numbers of home buyers were left stranded without the apartments they had paid for. Some people who own units in Forest City, speaking in a private group on Chinese social media, recently expressed relief that their apartments had been built.

Country Garden said 80 percent of its apartments were sold to buyers from more than 20 countries. The developer declined to say how many people were living at Forest City today.

But on a trip last month, Forest City looked abandoned. Most of the people there were Chinese tourists, restaurant and store owners and a team of landscapers, cleaners and security guards from Indonesia, Nepal, Pakistan and Bangladesh who worked tirelessly to keep things running. Early in the morning, before the hot sun, some of the workers rested on the balconies of Forest City apartments, their cleaning rags and sarongs hanging to dry.

On the street level, two Chinese businessmen, using a translation app on their phones, tried to enlist laborers from Bangladesh to do some work.

Nearby, a group of Nepalese security guards stood in a perfect line to greet their Forest City manager.

Outside the city, along a highway built by Country Garden leading to the causeway connecting it to Singapore, landscapers in green shirts and the occasional sun hat hunched over hedges or blew leaves off the street.

Zixu Wang contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/22/business/forest-city-country-garden.html
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Stuffed Into Trucks, 78 Thai Protesters Died. Their Killers Are Still Free.

Twenty years ago, a massacre in southern Thailand fueled an insurgency that has never stopped. If no one is prosecuted for it by Friday, no one ever will be.

A mass grave in Tak Bai, a district in southern Thailand, where 23 of the people killed in a 2004 massacre by security forces were buried.



By Hannah Beech and Ryn Jirenuwat
Photographs by Ulet Ifansasti
Reporting from Tak Bai, Thailand


Oct 23, 2024 at 05:54 AM

Maliki Dorok was crammed into a sweltering truck in the middle of a stack of men, piled up five high like logs.

Three rows were on top of him, pressed so close together that he inhaled the air they breathed out. Below him was another layer of prone men, their panting lapsing over the hours into a terrible quietude.

Mr. Maliki's arms were bound behind his back. A bullet was lodged in his leg. It was Ramadan 20 years ago this week, and Mr. Maliki had not eaten or drunk anything since daybreak. He licked the sweat oozing down his face, the briny liquid, he says now, the only thing that kept him alive when so many others died.

On Oct. 25, 2004, at least 78 men from Thailand's deep south died of suffocation, heat stroke and organ failure after security forces breaking up a protest stacked them onto trucks, Mr. Maliki among them. Seven others were shot to death by security forces outside the police station in the district of Tak Bai. Seven more remain missing.

Maliki Dorok, 47, was one of the few who survived being stuffed into sweltering trucks by security forces in Tak Bai. "I ask myself if I will ever get justice, but I have zero percent hope," he said.


The deaths occurred amid a security crackdown ordered by then-Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra in Thailand's deep south, which is home to a Malay Muslim minority in a majority Thai Buddhist nation. The Tak Bai massacre helped catalyze more violence: For the past 20 years, Thailand's three southernmost provinces -- roughly 200 miles from the popular, white-sand beaches of Phuket -- have been terrorized by an insurgency that has claimed more than 7,600 lives, both Buddhist and Muslim.

Yet to this day, not a single person has been held accountable for the Tak Bai deaths, even though a government inquiry found serious lapses in the Thai security forces' conduct. In August and September, two cases finally resulted in murder charges against 14 men, from top military commanders to drivers of the trucks.

It is almost certain, though, that no one will be found guilty. The statute of limitations for such cases in Thailand is 20 years. If the defendants continue to evade the arrest warrants until Oct. 25 -- the police have not carried out a single one, and none of the accused showed up at a court hearing last week -- the charges will disappear overnight. No new charges related to Tak Bai will be able to be filed.

Seven people were shot to death outside the Tak Bai police station during the 2004 massacre.


"If the government wants the insurgency to stop, it has to show that the rule of law applies in Tak Bai, too," said Abdulloh Hayee-Abu, a lawyer who is representing some Tak Bai victims' families. "Otherwise, this cycle of violence in the deep south will never stop because the root causes have not been addressed."

'Ants Fighting an Elephant'

A massacre from 20 years ago might seem like bygone history, but Thai politics runs in reruns, the same names cycling through positions of power. The country is now governed by Mr. Thaksin's 38-year-old daughter, Paetongtarn Shinawatra.

One of the 14 defendants charged with murder has decamped to Japan. Another, retired Gen. Pisarn Wattanawongkeeree, was until last week a lawmaker with the governing Pheu Thai party. On Oct. 14, Mr. Pisarn, who was the regional military commander during Tak Bai, said in a statement that he was seeking medical treatment abroad and had resigned from the party.

"It has been 20 years, and the same guys who did this are back in charge of Thailand again," said Mr. Maliki, the protester who was thrown into the truck. "I ask myself if I will ever get justice, but I have zero percent hope."

Bound protesters on Oct. 25, 2004. Seventy-eight would die after being stacked on top of one another in sweltering trucks.  Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Last Tuesday, Ms. Paetongtarn said that her government was obliged to "let the legal process run its course." Her Pheu Thai party, she said, "had done everything" to try to persuade Mr. Pisarn to return.

"We informed Interpol," Ms. Paetongtarn said, referring to the outstanding arrest warrant. "Then it's the police's duty to look."

Mr. Pisarn did not respond to requests for comment. A Pheu Thai representative said that since Mr. Pisarn had resigned, the Tak Bai matter no longer concerned the party.

When appearing before Parliament last December, Thai regional police officials said they could not locate the Tak Bai case file. It was a long time ago, and the police station had changed buildings, they said. Later, a police spokesman said that they were searching for the file. In April, a police working group determined there was no reason to indict anyone for the Tak Bai deaths. The two criminal cases, one filed in a court in the deep south and another at the behest of the attorney general, proceeded nonetheless.

"We are like ants fighting an elephant," said Lateepah Mudor, whose 61-year-old father died in a truck from a lack of air, according to his autopsy report.

Lateepah Mudor, 45, whose father died in the 2004 killings, at her home in Tak Bai last month.


There are no easy lines separating political cliques in Thailand. Alliances shift. Coups impose military rule, followed by elections after which parties sometimes align with the forces they once assailed. Throughout it all, spasms of political violence tend to go unpunished. No official or officer, for instance, has been prosecuted in the 2010 deaths of at least 90 people who had gathered in Bangkok to support Mr. Thaksin, himself deposed in a coup four years earlier.

But the bloodletting in the deep south, once a Malay sultanate before Thai annexation, has unfolded behind a fog of amnesia that is thick even by Thai standards. The Tak Bai deaths receded from memory.

Even the toll of an intensified insurgency -- bombings, shootings, knifings, grenade attacks -- rarely penetrated the collective consciousness.

For the past 20 years, Muslim militants in the deep south -- in the provinces of Pattani, Narathiwat and Yala -- have killed, on average, more than a person a day. Late last month, a car bomb exploded near the home of the Tak Bai district chief, seriously injuring two off-duty soldiers. Extrajudicial killings, such as that of a rights defender in June, have added to the death toll.

Here, the landscape feels like that of a war zone. Security outposts are wrapped in razor wire and swaddled in sandbags. At roadblocks, drafted soldiers search men wearing Muslim prayer caps. Insurgents regularly attack symbols of the state, like teachers and soldiers. Under the lasting declaration of emergency rule, violence committed in the line of duty is protected from prosecution.

A security checkpoint in Narathiwat Province. The 2004 massacre was a catalyst for an insurgency in southern Thailand that has never stopped.


"The military has created a security state in the deep south," said Romadon Panjor, an opposition lawmaker who is from southern Thailand.

'Like We Weren't Human Beings'

The protests at the Tak Bai police station, perched above a wide, muddy river, began 20 years ago after the police arrested Malay Muslim village chiefs. By midmorning, nearly 1,300 people from nearby villages had rallied in front of the station, angrily demanding their release.

Mueyae Soh was among them. Her 19-year-old son came, too. When bullets burst out from the police station, she ran into the river, even though she could not swim, the water dragging on her hijab. She lost track of her son. He suffocated to death in one of the 25 trucks that drove from Tak Bai to a distant army base.

Hayiding Maiseng was shot in the back. He played dead, he said, a pool of blood forming around him. A soldier kicked him anyway, cracking his ribs, and then slammed his head with the butt of a rifle. After 16 days in the hospital, Mr. Hayiding was discharged to an army camp, where he endured an extensive interrogation, he said.

Mr. Maliki, who had subsisted on his own sweat, hadn't even noticed the bullet in his leg, the fear numbing his pain. He did what the soldiers ordered: He took off his shirt and lay on the ground as his wrists were trussed behind his back. When they demanded he crawl toward the waiting trucks, he slithered through the dirt for about 300 feet.

 Ulet Ifansasti for The New York Times

 Ulet Ifansasti for The New York Times

 Ulet Ifansasti for The New York Times

 Ulet Ifansasti for The New York Times

Clockwise from top left: Mueyae Soh, 64, whose son suffocated in a truck in 2004; Hayiding Maiseng, 68, who was shot in the back and survived by playing dead; Muhammasawawee Anseng, 36, at the grave of his brother, one of the victims; and Mr. Maliki.

Already, men lay facedown in the truck. He was tossed onto a second stratum; three more stacks were thrown on top of him. There was no space to move even a finger, he said, not that he could feel his hands because of the tight binding. The truck drove for hours. The men vomited, urinated, prayed and screamed. Then they lapsed into silence.

Most of the men who died were in the bottom rows of the trucks. Mr. Maliki's leg was amputated. His hands were crippled from the prolonged binding.

"We were treated like we weren't human beings," he said. "They did this to us because we are Malay, and they don't think we are Thai. But I am Thai."

When a Tak Bai village administrator went to pick up the bodies of two 19-year-old protesters three days later, he saw piles of swollen, blackened bodies. One boy's neck was broken, and he had two bullet holes in him, an autopsy report showed.

"It wasn't enough that they killed my brother," said Muhammasawawee Anseng, his younger sibling. "They didn't respect him in life, and they didn't respect him in death."

A Culture of Fear

On that day 20 years ago, Prime Minister Thaksin was playing golf, he said. Two years ago, he apologized for the deaths but did not take any responsibility. Mr. Thaksin intimated that military commanders, the same ones who two years later staged a coup against him, might have acted stupidly in Tak Bai to make him look bad.

But Mr. Thaksin was close to Mr. Pisarn, who was then regional army commander, and remained so as he became a lawmaker for his Pheu Thai party. No military officer has admitted to giving the orders to shoot or to load the men in the trucks in such a dangerous way.

Thai soldiers near a mosque in Pattani, one of the three southern provinces where the insurgency has continued for decades. 


Even today, a culture of fear pervades Tak Bai. It remains a sleepy district with sarongs drying in the sun and chickens scratching in the dirt. But the play area across the street from the police station is deserted, despite the gazebo that was built recently. Who wants children cavorting in the realm of ghosts, said Pattara Pakdi, a local resident.

As they recalled the bloodletting 20 years ago, most people from the community nearest the Tak Bai police station declined to be identified. A woman described looking out from a crack in the wall of her home to see a protester buck and collapse from a bullet. Others saw protesters wriggling across the ground to the trucks, their arms bound behind them. After the protesters were driven away, all that was left, the villagers said, were puddles of blood and so many scattered shoes, orphaned sandals and torn flip-flops.

The Tak Bai villagers gathered the shoes and waited. No one came to claim them. Eventually, they threw them away.

The An-Nur mosque in Tak Bai.
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Shaking Off Grief After a Dancer's Death

Since K'Sean 'KShakes' Nurse died last month, fellow New York street dancers have found release through performance.




By James Thomas



Oct 23, 2024 at 10:07 AM

Curtis Small took his place in front of the video camera as an ethereal portrait of his son K'Sean lit a screen on the wall behind him. He was flanked by about 20 dancers, who steeled themselves. In this big, open room, on the main floor of a mental health services center, many of them had competed against Small's son, or traded dance steps with him, or just watched over the years as the lanky, quick-witted kid from Brooklyn made a name for himself in Harlem, one battle, one party, one joke at a time.

K'Sean Nurse, known as KShakes, had used his long, wiry limbs, humor and keen timing to cultivate a distinctive dance style that captivated audiences on social media and in concert venues. He danced for artists including King Combs, G. Dep, Busta Rhymes, Lady London and the Lost Boyz. Nurse's stage name derived from his finding fresh nuance in the Harlem Shake -- the real one -- with fine control that could render the dance spastic or billowing in service of the song. His shoulders rolled for R&B and quivered for hip-hop.

Lucky Banks, a dancer in the Litefeet style, memorializing KShakes. Elias Williams for The New York Times


On Sept. 6, Nurse, whose viral videos, geniality and expressive power made him an icon of New York City's street dance culture, died at 31, two days after having been shot during filming for a music video in Brooklyn. Police are still investigating. Since then, this tight-knit family has sought catharsis in a handful of tributary dance gatherings in the parks and community centers where their culture thrives, like Union Settlement in Harlem, the site of the Teen Night workshops and battles where KShakes honed his talent.

More than a month after his death, roughly 150 dancers, family and friends convened at Union Settlement to film the video for "Shakes," an elegy performed by Small under his rap name, Bakeman Global. The song, which has gained airplay on New York's Hot 97, has the bouncy feel of a live event and drums that evoke handclaps. Before filming began, Mr. Small addressed the group: "I thought I could do this, but it's still kind of hard, you know? I need y'all to carry me."

Tatianna Butler, the video's director and an organizer of Teen Night. Elias Williams for The New York Times


With cameras rolling, Ohana, KShakes's 3-year-old daughter, pranced into the shot and began to dance. Mr. Small dabbed at his eyes. The dancers closed in even tighter around him, resting hands on his back.

Tatianna Butler, the video's director, called for a round of takes to focus on the All In, a step KShakes popularized through a viral TikTok challenge and a song of his own. Its chorus gives straightforward instructions: "Two step/wiggle/bounce bounce."

Marquis Tillery wore a hoodie that bore a portrait of his brother. Elias Williams for The New York Times


Ryan Primus, one of KShakes's closest friends and a protege, did a series of emphatic All Ins that ended with him dropping to the floor on his back, then being lifted up by his partners. He shrunk away after the take. Butler noticed his heavy breathing and reddened eyes and walked over to offer a hug.

"Dancing, for me right now, is in a space where, if it's not in tribute for him, I don't want to do it," Primus said. "It feels pointless without him here."

Tillery took to the floor. Elias Williams for The New York Times


Ryan Primus, a friend and protege of KShakes. Elias Williams for The New York Times


KShakes was especially beloved by dancers in the hyperkinetic Litefeet form, whose moves are often canonized and named for their originators. He was equally revered by the fluttering, free-form stylists known as the Shakers, whose most popular cultural export remains the Harlem Shake. Though both styles originated Uptown, their adjacent cultures are territorial.

His friends say one of KShakes's proudest moments was being presented the Shaker of the Year award by Maurice "Motion" Strayhorne, who helped popularize the Harlem Shake in the early 2000s. By bringing a Shaker's approach to crowd interaction and improvisation into Litefeet spaces, KShakes brought dancers from both styles together "because he was deeply socially respected in both camps," said Amanda Adams-Louis. Adams-Louis, a documentarian with Kut the Rug Institute, has photographed New York City's dance cultures for two decades. At the video shoot, she navigated the cellphone-wielding spectators, squeezing her camera into the tight dancers' circles or standing on folding chairs to shoot them from above.

A T-shirt tribute to KShakes. Elias Williams for The New York Times


"We really lost a good one," said Ikeem Jones, whose spirited battles with KShakes are lore in the street dance world. "His style influenced others," he said. "You'll see people doing the Milly Rock and All In exactly like how he's doing it.

Once the shoot ended, dancers spilled into the courtyard outside the community center. Someone set up a telescoping LED light above the scene that cycled red, orange and green every few minutes. A sped up, bass-heavy remix of Maxwell's "Ascension (Don't Ever Wonder)" rumbled out of a Bluetooth speaker. Freed of the directions tossed around on the shoot, the dancers erupted in ciphers. Jones went into frenzied splits, rocking his shoulders.

Elijah Soto, KShakes's friend and partner in the Team Rocket dance collective, stood by the exit doors, hugging everyone who passed.

"I'm all cried out," Soto said. "There's nothing left to do but dance in celebration of my brother."
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As Election Nears, Kelly Warns Trump Would Rule Like a Dictator

John Kelly, the Trump White House's longest-serving chief of staff, said that he believed that Donald Trump met the definition of a fascist.

John F. Kelly, who was chief of staff to President Donald J. Trump, during a cabinet meeting in 2018. Tom Brenner for The New York Times



By Michael S. Schmidt



Oct 23, 2024 at 12:01 AM

Few top officials spent more time behind closed doors in the White House with President Donald J. Trump than John F. Kelly, the former Marine general who was his longest-serving chief of staff.

With Election Day looming, Mr. Kelly -- deeply bothered by Mr. Trump's recent comments about employing the military against his domestic opponents -- agreed to three on-the-record, recorded discussions with a reporter for The New York Times about the former president, providing some of his most wide-ranging comments yet about Mr. Trump's fitness and character.

Mr. Kelly was homeland security secretary under Mr. Trump before moving to the White House in July 2017. He worked to carry out Mr. Trump's agenda for nearly a year and a half. It was a tumultuous period in which he drew internal criticism over his own performance and grew disenchanted and distressed by conduct on the part of the president that he considered at times to be inappropriate and reflecting no understanding of the Constitution.

In the interviews, Mr. Kelly expanded on his previously expressed concerns and stressed that voters, in his view, should consider fitness and character when selecting a president, even more than a candidate's stances on the issues.

"In many cases, I would agree with some of his policies," he said, stressing that as a former military officer he was not endorsing any candidate. "But again, it's a very dangerous thing to have the wrong person elected to high office."

Mr. Kelly said that Mr. Trump met the definition of a fascist. Doug Mills/The New York Times


He said that, in his opinion, Mr. Trump met the definition of a fascist, would govern like a dictator if allowed, and had no understanding of the Constitution or the concept of rule of law.

He discussed and confirmed previous reports that Mr. Trump had made admiring statements about Hitler, had expressed contempt for disabled veterans and had characterized those who died on the battlefield for the United States as "losers" and "suckers" -- comments first reported in 2020 by The Atlantic.

Steven Cheung, a spokesman for Mr. Trump's campaign, assailed Mr. Kelly in a statement, calling Mr. Kelly's accounts of his time in the White House "debunked stories" and saying Mr. Kelly had "beclowned" himself.

Here are excerpts from, and audio of, Mr. Kelly's comments.

Kelly said that based on his experience, Trump met the definition of a "fascist."

In response to a question about whether he thought Mr. Trump was a fascist, Mr. Kelly first read aloud a definition of fascism that he had found online.

"Well, looking at the definition of fascism: It's a far-right authoritarian, ultranationalist political ideology and movement characterized by a dictatorial leader, centralized autocracy, militarism, forcible suppression of opposition, belief in a natural social hierarchy," he said.

Mr. Kelly said that definition accurately described Mr. Trump.

"So certainly, in my experience, those are the kinds of things that he thinks would work better in terms of running America," Mr. Kelly said.

He added: "Certainly the former president is in the far-right area, he's certainly an authoritarian, admires people who are dictators -- he has said that. So he certainly falls into the general definition of fascist, for sure."

Kelly said Trump chafed at limitations on his power.

"He certainly prefers the dictator approach to government," Mr. Kelly said.

Mr. Trump "never accepted the fact that he wasn't the most powerful man in the world -- and by power, I mean an ability to do anything he wanted, anytime he wanted," Mr. Kelly said.

Mr. Kelly with Mr. Trump in the Oval Office in 2018. He said the former president's recent comments about using the military against what he called the "enemy within" were so dangerous that he felt he had to speak out. Eric Thayer for The New York Times


"I think he'd love to be just like he was in business -- he could tell people to do things and they would do it, and not really bother too much about whether what the legalities were and whatnot," he said.

He said he was deeply troubled by Trump's recent comments about using the military against domestic opponents.

When Mr. Kelly left the White House in 2019, he decided he would speak out on the record only if Mr. Trump said something that he found deeply troubling or involved him and was wildly inaccurate.

Mr. Trump's recent comments about using the military against what he called the "enemy within" were so dangerous, he said, that he felt he had to speak out.

"And I think this issue of using the military on -- to go after -- American citizens is one of those things I think is a very, very bad thing -- even to say it for political purposes to get elected -- I think it's a very, very bad thing, let alone actually doing it," Mr. Kelly said.

Mr. Kelly said that Mr. Trump was repeatedly told dating back to his first year in office why he should not use the U.S. military against Americans and the limits on his authority to do so. Mr. Trump nevertheless continued while in office to push the issue and claim that he did have the authority to take such actions, Mr. Kelly said.

Police officers and members of the military faced protesters near the White House before a photo opportunity for Mr. Trump outside St. John's Church in 2020. Erin Schaff/The New York Times


"Originally, conversation would be: Mr. President, that's outside your authority, or you know that's a routine use, you really don't want to do that inside the United States," he said. "But now that he's talking about it as 'I'm gonna do it' is, again, it's disturbing."

He said he believed Trump stood alone in his lack of understanding of history and the Constitution.

Mr. Kelly said Mr. Trump lacked a fundamental understanding of basic American values and what being president is about.

"He's certainly the only president that has all but rejected what America is all about, and what makes America America, in terms of our Constitution, in terms of our values, the way we look at everything, to include family and government -- he's certainly the only president that I know of, certainly in my lifetime, that was like that," Mr. Kelly said.

"He just doesn't understand the values -- he pretends, he talks, he knows more about America than anybody, but he doesn't."

He said Trump wanted personal loyalty to outweigh loyalty to the Constitution.

Mr. Kelly said that in the first few days of working for Mr. Trump as his chief of staff in the summer of 2017, he had to explain to the president that top government officials like himself had taken an oath to the Constitution and would place that oath over personal loyalty.

Mr. Kelly said Mr. Trump pressed him about that pledge and seemed to have no appreciation that top aides were supposed to put their pledge to the Constitution -- and, by extension, the rule of law -- above all else.

"He and I talked about it -- it was a new concept for him, I guess is the best way to put it, and I don't think it's one he ever totally accepted."

Mr. Kelly said that personal loyalty "is virtually everything to him."

Mr. Kelly said that Mr. Trump wrongly believed that the uniformed and retired senior generals he brought in to work for him would be loyal to him above all else. Doug Mills/The New York Times


As soon as someone in his orbit loses that loyalty, Mr. Kelly said, that person is then out of favor with Mr. Trump and "your time is short."

Mr. Trump, Mr. Kelly said, wrongly believed that the uniformed and retired senior generals he brought in to work for him would be loyal to him above all else.

"Certainly, a big surprise for him, again, was if you remember at the beginning of the administration, he would talk about 'his generals,'" Mr. Kelly said. "I don't know why he thought that -- but then a very big surprise for him was that we were -- those of us who were former generals and certainly people still on active duty -- that the commitment, the loyalty was to the Constitution, without question, without second thought."

Mr. Kelly added: "That was a big surprise to him that the generals were not loyal to the boss, in this case him."

Trump told him that "Hitler did some good things."

Mr. Kelly confirmed previous reports that on more than one occasion Mr. Trump spoke positively of Hitler.

"He commented more than once that, 'You know, Hitler did some good things, too,'" Mr. Kelly said Mr. Trump told him.

Mr. Kelly said that Mr. Trump had little appreciation for history -- "I think he's lacking in that," he said -- but said that he would still try to explain to Mr. Trump why those comments about Hitler were problematic.

Mr. Kelly in the Oval Office in 2017. He said Mr. Trump had little appreciation for history. Tom Brenner/The New York Times


"First of all, you should never say that," Mr. Kelly said that he told Mr. Trump. "But if you knew what Hitler was all about from the beginning to the end, everything he did was in support of his racist, fascist life, you know, the, you know, philosophy, so that nothing he did, you could argue, was good -- it was certainly not done for the right reason."

Mr. Kelly said that would usually end the conversation. But Mr. Trump would occasionally bring it up again.

Kelly said Trump looked down on those who were disabled on the battlefield.

In response to a question about previous stories about Mr. Trump having disdain for disabled veterans, Mr. Kelly said Mr. Trump did not want to be seen in public with those who had lost limbs on the battlefield.

"Certainly his not wanting to be seen with amputees -- amputees that lost their limbs in defense of this country fighting for every American, him included, to protect them, but didn't want to be seen with them. That's an interesting perspective for the commander in chief to have."

"He would just say: 'Look, it just doesn't look good for me.'"

He said Trump called service members who were injured or killed "losers and suckers," despite denials from Trump and some aides.

Confirming a statement he gave to CNN last year, Mr. Kelly said that on multiple occasions Mr. Trump told him that those Americans wounded, captured or killed in action were "losers and suckers."

"The time in Paris was not the only time that he ever said it," Mr. Kelly said, referring to reports that Mr. Trump told him that he did not want to visit a cemetery where American service members killed during World War I were buried.

"Whenever John McCain's name came up, he'd go through this rant about him being a loser, and all those people were suckers, and why do you people think that people getting killed are heroes? And he'd go through this rant."

"To me, I could never understand why he was that way -- he may be the only American citizen that feels that way about those who gave their lives or served their country," Mr. Kelly said.

Mr. Kelly said that on top of saying "losers" and "suckers," Mr. Trump often questioned the decisions by Americans to sacrifice for their country.

Mr. Trump and his wife, Melania, visiting a cemetery for American soldiers in Normandy, France, in 2019. Doug Mills/The New York Times


At Arlington National Cemetery on Memorial Day 2017, Mr. Trump toured the section where recently killed service members are buried, including Mr. Kelly's son Robert, a Marine who was killed in 2010 while fighting in Afghanistan.

While walking through the cemetery, Mr. Kelly recounted, Mr. Trump asked what had been in it for those who had given their lives.

"And I thought he was asking one of these rhetorical kind of, you know, questions," Mr. Kelly said. "But I didn't realize he was serious -- he just didn't see what the point was. As I got to know him, again, this selflessness is something he just didn't understand. What's in it for them?"

Mr. Kelly had nothing good to say about Mr. Trump

Mr. Kelly was asked whether Mr. Trump had any empathy.

"No," Mr. Kelly said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/22/us/politics/john-kelly-trump-fitness-character.html
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Democrats Keep the Dream Alive in Texas

A tightening in the polls for the Senate race, and millions from George Soros, has rekindled old hopes of turning Texas blue. But demographic changes alone may not be enough to flip the state, party organizers say.

Maricela Alvarado, right, visited homes in Brownsville, Texas, this month to remind people to vote.  Veronica Gabriela Cardenas for The New York Times



By J. David Goodman
Reporting from Houston, Dallas, Fort Worth and Brownsville, Texas


Oct 23, 2024 at 10:07 AM

By his count, Jonathan Gracia has knocked on more than 5,000 doors during this election cycle in and around the border cities of Harlingen and Brownsville, Texas.

Mr. Gracia, a criminal defense lawyer and a candidate for the Texas House, has been talking to independent voters and those "on the edge" as he tries to flip a seat for Democrats in the Rio Grande Valley, where Republicans have been gaining ground.

He can afford to focus on those in the middle because canvassers elsewhere in the county have been targeting the huge number of Texas Democrats who do not reliably vote.

Those complementary efforts in the Rio Grande Valley are part of a network of overlapping Democratic political operations taking place across the nation's most populous Republican-controlled state, backed in part by $10 million from the billionaire Democratic donor George Soros.

Earlier this year, organizers and strategists were not hopeful that the perennial Democratic dream of flipping Texas blue -- as it was in the 1990s, before Republicans began dominating in rural areas and small towns -- could come true this year. Many of those working behind the scenes were playing a longer game. Much of the organizing going on now, particularly in the Soros-backed groups, had been aimed at building databases and voter outreach networks to win soon, if not necessarily this year.

"Sometime in the next four to eight years," said Katherine Fischer, who has been leading a new political action committee, Texas Majority PAC, that is the main vehicle for the Soros contributions.

Katherine Fischer has been leading a new political action committee, Texas Majority PAC, that is the main vehicle for the George Soros contributions. Veronica Gabriela Cardenas for The New York Times


But in recent weeks, a tightening in the polls for the U.S. Senate race, with Senator Ted Cruz leading by only a few points over the Democrat, Representative Colin Allred, has rekindled the old hopes.

Now some Democrats have let themselves believe that 2024 could be the turning point they've been waiting for. This week, they received another boost after Vice President Kamala Harris announced that she would hold a rally in Houston on Friday, the first time in decades that a Democratic presidential candidate has held a major event in Texas in the closing days of an election.

Democrats had long believed that they would be restored to power by the steady demographic changes in Texas, where Latinos now outnumber white people and left-leaning urban centers have been rapidly growing and diversifying.

But party officials have more recently acknowledged that demographics alone may not lead them to victory in a state where no Democrat has won statewide office since 1994. Some trends, in fact, are heading in the opposite direction. Republicans are making inroads with conservative Hispanic residents along the border. Voters in solidly Democratic places like Houston and Dallas continue to stay home in large numbers on Election Day.

And in some recent state elections, conservatives appeared to regain ground in some contested areas, like Tarrant County, around Fort Worth, that previously had been trending blue.

Republican leaders, like Gov. Greg Abbott and Mr. Cruz, have used the Democrats' escalating ambitions to raise campaign cash for battle.

"Our small-dollar donations have gone through the roof," said Bo French, the chair of the Republican Party in Tarrant County.

In recent weeks, Democrats, hopeful for a surprise win but mainly planning for the future, have been fanning out across the state, armed with smartphone data and focused on getting voters to make a concrete plan for going to the polls.

In Harris County, which includes Houston, the local party has knocked on more than 300,000 doors.  Callaghan O'Hare for The New York Times


In Harris County, which includes Houston, the local party has knocked on more than 300,000 doors. Those supported by Texas Majority PAC alone knocked on more than 1.2 million doors so far in other urban areas.

"We have to prove to donors and the rest of the country that Texas is worth investing in," said Ms. Fischer, a veteran of Beto O'Rourke's Democratic campaigns. She added that support from a major donor like Mr. Soros meant that "we can be honest about what we're doing," which is playing the long game and not promising an immediate win.

"I hope to God that Texas flips this year, but that's not the goal of T.M.P.," she said.

The committee, which can raise large amounts from single donors under Texas campaign finance rules, has benefited from a ruling by the Federal Election Commission this year that allowed it to coordinate with federal candidates on door-to-door messaging efforts. "It's created a model that we can use indefinitely, as long as this precedent stands," Ms. Fischer said.

The state party has also been coordinating its efforts with the Allred campaign to avoid duplicating its canvassing work, which has been a problem in previous elections, and talk to more people.

To win in Texas, Democrats need to get more people to the polls, especially in cities. Around 500,000 likely Democrats in Harris County did not vote in 2020, according to the county party.

"If we can get about a third of them out, that's where we start moving into the range where the state flips," said Evan Choate, who is managing the county party's campaign efforts this year.

As part of the Democrats' strategy, paid canvassers have been joined by down-ballot candidates in low-turnout but reliably Democratic areas, hoping that seeing an actual candidate will help motivate potential voters.

In one of the first such outings, Christian Menefee, the county attorney, greeted voters at their doorsteps in Houston's Fifth Ward, a historically Black neighborhood. Most were happy to talk, and to learn that he went to a local high school.

Christian Menefee, the Harris County attorney, greeted voters in August in Houston's Fifth Ward, a historically Black neighborhood.  Callaghan O'Hare for The New York Times


"That's wonderful," said Melvin Coffee, 60, a landscaper. He said that it was the first time a candidate had come to his door and that he "most definitely" would be supporting the Democrats. "I think they're more for the people," Mr. Coffee said.

The Republican Party has also recognized the importance of Harris County, spending heavily to keep recent county elections close. "They don't want us to get the margin up too high in Harris," Mr. Menefee said.

The dynamic is largely the same in other Texas cities, where both canvassers and Democratic voters described being energized by the replacement of President Biden with Ms. Harris at the top of the ticket.

"There are a lot more voters to turn out than there are to persuade," said Randall Bryant of the Dallas County Democrats, which has received funding from the Texas Majority PAC. "When Texas flips, it will be dependent on county approaches such as these."

But some of the Democratic voters whom the canvassers encountered were not enthusiastic supporters.

"I fall squarely between," said Rob Daffin, 59, a software designer who used to support Democrats but had planned to vote for Robert F. Kennedy Jr. before he dropped out of the race.

Canvassers in Cameron County in the Rio Grande Valley have faced a similar problem: Some Hispanic voters who voted Democratic in local elections in the past seemed to have grown skeptical of the direction of the national party.

"Everyone is very conservative here -- even if you're a Democrat, you're conservative," Mr. Gracia, the Democratic candidate for the Texas House, said as he drove with a campaign aide on a recent afternoon. He pointed out golf courses and new homes at reasonable prices that have attracted Republican transplants from as far as Virginia and California.

Benjamin Whitman, center, spoke with Democratic volunteers in Cameron County before they went out to knock on doors. Veronica Gabriela Cardenas for The New York Times


The county, at the southern tip of Texas, is a mix of rural towns, retirement communities and urban centers in Harlingen and Brownsville, wedged between the Rio Grande and the Gulf of Mexico. It is home to SpaceX and an industrial port, where construction cranes tower over the future site of a giant natural gas export terminal.

Ms. Fischer, of Texas Majority PAC, said training leaders and organizing volunteers in the Rio Grande Valley was a necessary investment if Democrats were ever going to take the state. And it could help in down-ballot contests this election. Her committee has spent more than $600,000 in Cameron County and another $700,000 in neighboring Hidalgo County.

Recently, canvassers, some in matching shirts, have been fanning out across Brownsville, in Cameron County, knocking on doors and collecting data about voters, far more so than in years past.

They were targeting voters who had previously supported Democrats (there is no party registration in Texas) but who probably had a "low propensity" to vote at all this year.

Many people have been wary of both parties in this election.

Abraham Barberi, 56, a pastor who works with a migrant shelter in Matamoros, Mexico, said he was still considering his vote.

While Republicans are "too extreme for me" in their treatment of migrants, he said, he has a problem with Ms. Harris and inflation. "The debate is, who is going to help us with that?" he said.

On some streets, party preferences changed from house to house.

"I never want to see Trump again," said Antonio Orta, 72, a retired teacher. "It's time to vote Democrat."

"My values align more with the Republican Party," said his neighbor, Jorge Mendoza, 31, holding a terrier named Toby who barked at a pair of stray Chihuahua mutts trotting by.

Still, he thanked the Democratic volunteers for working to increase participation in the election.

One of the volunteers, Faiz Rahman, a professor of environmental science at the University of Texas Rio Grande Valley, said he felt the work they were doing was vital. "I'm worried that Trump is gaining here," he said.

Then he went out to knock on a few more doors.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/23/us/texas-election-democrat-hopes.html
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Professors in Trouble Over Protests Wonder if Academic Freedom Is Dying

Universities have cracked down on professors for pro-Palestinian activism, saying they are protecting students and tamping down on hate speech. Faculty members say punishments have put a "chill in the air."

Professors at Columbia University and across the country have joined their students in activism.  C.S. Muncy for The New York Times



By Anemona Hartocollis



Oct 23, 2024 at 10:02 AM

Maura Finkelstein, an anthropology professor at Muhlenberg College in Pennsylvania, was an avid poster on social media. She called a fund-raiser for the Israeli war effort "students raising money for genocide," and she frequently ended her posts with the words "Free Palestine."

After complaints, federal civil rights investigators and the college began looking into her online postings and classroom discussions about the war in Gaza.

But it was her sharing of an Instagram post by a Palestinian American poet, Remi Kanazi, that got her fired, Dr. Finkelstein said. "Do not cower to Zionists," the post said. "Don't normalize Zionists taking up space."

A student complained that the post made her feel unsafe, as a Zionist and as a Jew. "She said she wouldn't feel comfortable in my classes," Dr. Finkelstein said in an interview.

As protests unfolded at scores of college campuses last spring, students were not the only ones punished for participating. Faculty members also faced consequences for supporting the students in their protests or for expressing views that were construed as antisemitic or, less commonly, for pro-Israel activism.

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict has intensified what many faculty members and their allies believe is part of a growing assault on the ideals of academic freedom, a principle that most American colleges and universities hold dear.

Visiting scholars, adjuncts and lecturers without tenure have had their contracts terminated or not renewed. Some had their classes suddenly canceled. Faculty members say they have been publicly criticized in ways that have trampled on their reputations and hurt their careers.

A professor uses her cellphone to record a faculty walkout protesting the suspension of pro-Palestinian students at Columbia University. Bing Guan for The New York Times


Faculty members have been affected at more than a dozen major universities, according to unofficial records being kept by faculty union activists.

Attempts to discipline scholars have been rising, to 145 a year in 2022, from four a year in 2000, as education has become more polarized, according to the Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression, a nonprofit that monitors free speech violations.

"There's a chill in the air," said Peter Lake, a law professor and director of the Center for Excellence in Higher Education Law and Policy at Stetson University in Florida.

The disciplinary actions have followed a movement to ensure that students feel safe on campus. In the last year, many Jewish students have said protests and classroom discussions about the war have threatened that feeling of safety, sometimes intimidating them from expressing their views and making them nervous about revealing their Jewish identity.

Academic freedom is also not absolute. It does not protect "propagating wrongheaded ideas" in teaching or research, said Nadine Strossen, a former head of the American Civil Liberties Union. And it does not put faculty members above the law or above campus rules meant to make sure protests, whatever their point of view, do not disrupt learning.

But it means that academics are broadly allowed the First Amendment right to express opinions or to speak beyond their area of expertise outside the classroom, including on social media.

Yet that is where many faculty members are getting into trouble, Ms. Strossen said.

Professors have been criticized for creating hostile environments in classrooms and stifling the speech of students who might not agree with them, taking on the role of activists instead of teachers. And some say faculty members are professing views that could cross legal lines requiring universities to protect students from discrimination.

Much of the pressure to crack down on faculty has come from external sources, including alumni, lawmakers, advocacy groups and donors.

"Those external voices are something that any president who wants to keep their job has to pay some attention to," Alison Byerly, the president of Carleton College in Minnesota, said.

In hearings on antisemitism on campuses last school year, congressional Republicans zeroed in on several professors, urging universities to discipline or fire them over speech or writing they said was hateful.

When Columbia's president, Nemat Shafik, testified, Representative Elise Stefanik of New York singled out Mohamed Abdou, an assistant visiting professor. Ms. Stefanik quoted from one of his posts on Facebook, under a different spelling of his name, supporting Hamas, Hezbollah and Islamic Jihad four days after the Oct. 7 Hamas attack on Israel.

"What are the consequences in this case?" Ms. Stefanik asked.

"He will never work at Columbia again," Dr. Shafik replied.

Mohamed Abdou is suing Columbia University for defamation and "loss of academic freedom." Chloe Ellingson for The New York Times


Dr. Abdou's contract was not renewed, and he is suing Dr. Shafik and the university for defamation and "loss of academic freedom," among other complaints. He said he had been quoted incompletely, noting that his full post said that he supported Hamas and its allies "up to a point -- given ultimate differences over our ethical political commitments."

By condemning him, Dr. Shafik "blacklisted me globally and tarnished my scholarship," he said in an interview. 

(Dr. Shafik resigned over the summer, after losing the support of many members of the faculty, who criticized her in a no-confidence vote for ignoring "our statutes and our norms of academic freedom and shared governance.")

Columbia declined to comment on Dr. Abdou's case because it is in litigation.

The university recently barred from campus a vocally pro-Israel assistant professor in its business school, Shai Davidai, saying he had harassed and intimidated university employees. The professor has accused the university of not doing enough to limit pro-Palestinian activism that he says veers into antisemitism.

Dr. Finkelstein argues that if there was any antisemitism at work in her case, it came from Muhlenberg College, not her.

"Once the administration called me into meetings, I realized that I had thought being Jewish was going to protect me, and it didn't," Dr. Finkelstein recalled. "So I am being told that there are good Jews and bad Jews and Jews that count and Jews that don't, which is inherently antisemitic."

She was fired on May 30, and she is appealing.

In a separate investigation, the Education Department's civil rights arm reached an agreement with Muhlenberg in September to resolve complaints including that Dr. Finkelstein had created a hostile environment for Jews -- in violation of civil rights law -- and that the college had not taken enough corrective action. A spokesman for the college, Todd Lineburger, said it was "steadfastly devoted to principles of academic freedom, tenure and due process."

Dr. Finkelstein, who was the chair of sociology and anthropology, is the only tenured professor known to have been dismissed on the basis of speech or conduct related to the war in Gaza, according to Anita Levy, senior program officer for academic freedom of the American Association of University Professors, which will conduct an inquiry into her case.

The most vulnerable faculty members are those on the lower end of the totem pole, without tenure.

At the University of California, Los Angeles, another hot spot during the protests last spring, several faculty members, including two tenured professors, two on the tenure track, eight lecturers and one adjunct, faced criminal charges and internal disciplinary proceedings for their participation in campus protests, according to faculty members involved.

Graeme Blair, an associate professor of political science who was arrested at the U.C.L.A. encampment, said he believed that he had lost a promotion to full professor for standing by students during a violent confrontation with the police.

Raz Segal, an associate professor of Holocaust and genocide studies at Stockton University, said he had lost a job offer because of comments he made about the war in Gaza. Hannah Yoon for The New York Times


"I think they are trying to send a message," Dr. Blair said.

U.C.L.A. said it supported academic freedom but could not comment on individual conduct cases.

A smaller number of cases have involved pro-Israel instructors and faculty members.

In many cases, however, the pressure to crack down on faculty speech has illustrated the enduring power of the tenure system.

Raz Segal, an associate professor of Holocaust and genocide studies, believes he lost a job offer to direct a Holocaust and genocide center at the University of Minnesota because a pro-Israel group lobbied against him for calling Israel's conduct of the war "a textbook case of genocide."

Dr. Segal remains in his tenured position at Stockton University, a public university in southern New Jersey.

Annelise Orleck, a history professor at Dartmouth, was arrested while recording a student protest on her phone and was barred from central areas of campus, including the president's house.

Annelise Orleck, a Dartmouth history professor who was disciplined after recording student arrests. Caleb Kenna for The New York Times


For weeks she dodged through backyards on her way to class to avoid the block where the president's house is, she said. Now the charges have been dropped and the ban lifted, but she still avoids the Green, where she was arrested.

Justin Anderson, a spokesman for Dartmouth, said that the university had an "unwavering commitment" to academic freedom.

Dr. Orleck said she felt fortunate, compared with colleagues elsewhere. "I feel like a lot of my colleagues this fall are being caught up in a new wave of repression, and so far, I have not," she said.

Susan C. Beachy, Kirsten Noyes and Kitty Bennett contributed research.
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The Essential Italian Returns to America

The designer Giorgio Armani made a splashy comeback to celebrate his new store and residences in Manhattan.




By Guy Trebay



Oct 19, 2024 at 10:03 AM

In what now seems like the Pleistocene epoch but which was just four years ago, long stretches of Madison Avenue, widely judged the premier retail rialto on the planet, were boarded up against vandals and all but abandoned.

Along with the onset of Covid-19 and its ensuing tragedies and terrors came the inevitable prophecies that certain aspects of shiny, glamorous, chic New York were gone, never to return. If the doomsayers were many, Giorgio Armani was never one. Even as the city suffered through lockdown, this onetime window dresser whose fashion designs transformed his surname into one of the most legible fashion brand names in the world, instituted a game plan.

Far from throwing in the towel on the first city outside Italy to embrace his creations, Mr. Armani and his team began laying the groundwork for a renewal of his flagship at 65th Street. That building, expanded to 12 floors in an Art Deco-ish style with eight floors of luxury residences, sits atop an expanded store selling Armani-branded furniture, cosmetics, fragrances, fine jewelry, men's and women's wear and, yes, candy.

To celebrate its opening, Mr. Armani was hardly going to settle for a ribbon-cutting. So, for his first visit to these shores in nearly a decade, the designer produced a full-scale black-tie fashion extravaganza to showcase his latest women's collection -- 95 of his drifty and bejeweled, not-entirely-contemporary looks shown at the Park Avenue Armory for 650 seated guests, with a cocktail party to follow. And then the inevitable after-party, held at the Bemelmans Bar of the Carlyle hotel, where many of those flown in by Mr. Armani for the occasion and billeted at his expense could be seen cozying up on banquettes alongside the likes of Tobey Maguire and Leonardo DiCaprio.

The internet, bypassing the designs for the Armani women's collection, decreed Bun the poodle the show's breakout star. Nina Westervelt for The New York Times

The theme was Il Viaggio, "the journey," and an elegant one it would be in beaded gowns and velvet tuxedos. Nina Westervelt for The New York Times


Steven Yeun, LaKeith Stanfield, Amanda Seyfried, Pamela Anderson, Brie Larson, Aaron Taylor-Johnson and Cooper Koch shared the front row at the Armani spring 2025 fashion show. Nina Westervelt for The New York Times


Inevitably, the night magnetized platoons of the actors that Mr. Armani, one of whose contributions to fashion history was the invention of celebrity red carpet dressing, routinely uniforms for these affairs. Among the boldface Armani dolls were Amanda Seyfried, Brie Larson, Aaron Taylor-Johnson, Liev Schreiber, James Norton and Zachary Quinto, decked out in clothes from the brand. Cooper Koch was also on hand, flush with newfound celebrity for his turn in "Monsters: The Lyle and Erik Menendez Story" on Netflix.

"There's this excitement around Armani again because people are trying to feel elegant," said Linda Fargo, the senior vice president of the women's fashion office at Bergdorf Goodman. "They're looking for clothes with a touch of feminine mystique."

As if to illustrate her point, Katie Berohn, a beauty editor of Elle, was taking selfies with friends dressed in velvet Armani-like frocks on banquettes set up, railway-station style (the theme of the evening was "Il Viaggio," meaning the journey, and it included a suspended clock and projections of steam trains), around the curtained vastness of the armory.

Liev Schreiber and his wife, Taylor Neisen. Nina Westervelt for The New York Times

The stylist Law Roach. Nina Westervelt for The New York Times


The actress Dianna Agron in one of Mr. Armani's signature orientalist designs. Nina Westervelt for The New York Times

The newly engaged RHONY Jenna Lyons and the photographer Cass Bird. Nina Westervelt for The New York Times


"A lot of young people are adopting an old-money aesthetic," said Ms. Berohn, 28. "Old Money," she added, is currently trending on TikTok.

Of designers at the show, there were Michael Kors, Daniel Lee and Willy Chavarria. "Mr. Armani inspired me as a 20-year-old wanting to get into the business," Mr. Chavarria said, adding that for a young man from an immigrant family in California's Central Valley, Mr. Armani represented a distant world. "He still inspires me now." Mr. Chavarria said. "It's what makes a night like this very tender."

Brooke Shields, Orlando Bloom and Anna Wintour in the front row. Nina Westervelt for The New York Times


Nicky Hilton Rothschild imagined a dream date with Mr. Armani at favorite local haunts like the Viand coffee shop. Nina Westervelt for The New York Times

Giorgio Armani has a few years on the designer Michael Kors, but they started their businesses just six years apart. Nina Westervelt for The New York Times


If not rubbing shoulders, exactly, they shared the same rarefied air with "friends of the house," like the socialite Nicky Hilton Rothschild, who voiced a fantasy of escorting Mr. Armani on a dream date in her city. "I'd take him for tea sandwiches at Bergdorf, to the Viand coffee shop for a B.L.T. and to Rubirosa for the best pizza," Ms. Rothschild said.

Significantly, the crowd was not limited to the celebrated or well-connected. As at the store opening the previous evening, many guests were drawn from a roster of Armani clients rewarded for their loyalty to the brand. "Growing up, no one in my family could ever afford Armani," said Joe O'Neill, who in his early 20s took over a family-owned car repair shop and transformed it into the Benner's Auto Body empire.

"We would never even have thought of going into the store," he said. When flush with early success, Mr. O'Neill, who for the party was wearing a custom velvet Armani suit with embroidered lapels, finally took the plunge, he found "a world I could never have imagined," he said.

The stylist Dara Allen flew the flag for bold colors on a black-tie evening. Nina Westervelt for The New York Times

Overused as it is, the only proper word for Ivy Getty's evening dress with elbow-length gloves is "demure." Nina Westervelt for The New York Times


The "Brilliant Minds" star Zachary Quinto and the British actor and comedian Brett Goldstein. Nina Westervelt for The New York Times


Who should walk past at that precise moment but Pamela Anderson, seemingly also surprised to find herself in the middle of a glamour mosh pit. "I suddenly got very shy," Ms. Anderson said. "I just saw Anna Wintour, and she's a very important person in this world."

A standout among the evening's guests was 4-year-old Bianca Morselli, the daughter of an employee and close friend of Mr. Armani's. "I consider her almost like my own," Mr. Armani told the Corriere della Sera newspaper last week. "And this makes me realize that I would have been a great dad.''

Now 90 and a child of World War II, Mr. Armani was too busy surviving to stop and build a family, he went on to explain in an interview in which he not only came out as gay but also spoke of his father's troubling Fascist party affiliations, his start in business nearly a half century ago, the loss of his longtime lover, the architect Sergio Galeotti, to AIDS and his general distaste for the work of his competitors. (Gianni Versace partied too hard; Miuccia Prada designs for a world of her own; Calvin Klein made a career of copying Armani outright; Valentino was very "polite," as Mr. Armani said.)

Mr. Armani, who is one of Italy's most famous and wealthiest citizens, added in the startlingly frank interview (previously, the designer had declined to state his sexuality outright): "I see sacrifice as a personal victory." And it is easy to view this as a summary credo for this particular lion in the winter of his life.

Fashion, it bears remembering, is replete with Horatio Alger stories, as the "image architect" Law Roach said before the runway show began. "If you came up like I came up and went to bed hungry and cried yourself to sleep, you felt like every opportunity might be the last opportunity," he said.

Guests at the Park Avenue Armory party. Nina Westervelt for The New York Times


The theater producer and dedicated follower of fashion Jordan Roth. Nina Westervelt for The New York Times

The German actor Alexander Dreymon and Allison Williams. Nina Westervelt for The New York Times


As superficially disparate as the careers of the American-born stylist and the great Italian designer may seem, there are similarities in their hard-won wisdom.

"I would have never expected this," Mr. Armani replied to this reporter on Friday by text, as he flew home to Milan on his private jet. He had been asked if, growing up amid the hardships of war in Piacenza, he had imagined anything like the trajectory his life would ultimately take and, beyond that, what in hindsight he might tell the boy he was then.

"I would say this to myself," Mr. Armani replied. "Take each day one day at a time."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/19/style/armani-store-nyc-fashion-show.html
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In New York, the Strongmen Step Outside

A new generation of fitness buffs is prioritizing mutual encouragement in the group workouts that have sprouted up in city playgrounds for years.

Video: 



By Sandra E. Garcia
Photographs and Video by Kadar R. Small



Oct 23, 2024 at 09:00 PM

In the haze of a fall sunset, dozens gathered at a jungle gym at Macombs Dam Park in the Bronx. The sun crept below the horizon, casting an amber hue over the more than 50 people there, some doing push-ups, others pull-ups, a handful running laps around a track in the shadow of Yankee Stadium.

It was Sept. 30, the 15th consecutive Motivational Monday held at the park. People had traveled from as far as Long Island and Yonkers to do one thing together: work out. With iPhones set up on tripods to capture the physical activity, a crowd began to form near the monkey bars and a count off began.

"One, two, three ... come on! You can do better than that!" a young man yelled into a megaphone, urging on the person hanging from the pull-up bar. With his shouted encouragements, he was putting out a wider message to others in the park: We are here to push you.

A year ago, the man, Jonathan Perez, went to the park to start working out after a tough breakup.

"I started off running every day," Mr. Perez, 19, said while sitting on a bench beside the track. "When I was running, all I could think about was how tired I was. My mind wasn't anywhere else."

As Mr. Perez ran lap after lap to get over his heartbreak, the jungle gym kept calling out to him.

"I'm looking at the bars every day," he recalled. "One day I'm just like, 'Let me do a pull-up or something,' and it started from there."

With his Motivational Monday series, Jonathan Perez, left, has drawn the fitness-minded to the Bronx, including Christopher Sanchez. "We clicked as soon as we met each other," Mr. Sanchez said.


Outdoor workouts have long been popular in New York. In a stressful city, where a gym membership can cost thousands of dollars a year and apartments typically don't have square footage to spare for weight machines, you could do worse than getting the blood pumping at one of the more than 1,000 public playgrounds. And with children back in school, freeing up the equipment, fall is the peak season for park workouts. The weather also helps.

"You don't think about anything else when you are cold," Mr. Perez said.

Video: 

The pull-up bar was made for stunting.

Mr. Perez began working out after his runs every day. In January, he started posting his workouts to his Instagram account, where he said his follower count had more than doubled, to 54,000, since he started Motivational Mondays. He caught the attention of his now best friend, Christopher Sanchez, who lived in Brownsville, Brooklyn, and said he was desperate for an escape from the gang violence that plagued his neighborhood. He came across Mr. Perez's videos on Instagram and sent him a message.

"I didn't even think he would text me back, but he did and we met up," Mr. Sanchez said. "We clicked as soon as we met each other."

In the Push-Up Challenge, 25 men complete push-ups in sync. The last man standing -- or pushing, rather -- wins.


 Kadar Small for The New York Times

 Kadar Small for The New York Times

 Kadar Small for The New York Times

From left, Benny Martinez at the bar; a Bronx student joins the men for a workout after school every Monday; Dauylyn Castro and Kayson, his son, bonding together during the group workouts.

That was June 24 -- the first Motivational Monday. Soon Mr. Perez's videos started to reach a wider audience, and more people started showing up to Macombs Dam Park hoping to work out.

Stephen Faiella, 30, a real estate agent, said he had changed his work schedule to make sure he could make it to Motivational Mondays.

"Me being a little bit older than everybody, I found my way a little late in life, so when I see these people doing what they are doing at their age, I have to come and support," he said, shirtless and fresh off the pull-up bar.

"No matter where you're from, you come here and everybody is the same," said Mr. Faiella, who travels to the Bronx from Bethpage, on Long Island, for the positivity. "We get the workout and we teach each other life lessons. I have to miss work for something like that."

Suddenly, the crowd began to shout and count together. A tall man was doing pull-ups with his wheelchair close behind him and several spotters at the ready. It was Jonathan Rodriguez, 41, who had not missed a Motivational Monday since he learned about them.

Video: 

For some exercising in Chelsea Park in Manhattan, working out is a family affair.

In the rough months of recovery after an auto accident, Xavier Lewis (center, in Chelsea Park) channeled his energy into a workout group he had recently started called the Sharks and Orcas.


Mr. Rodriguez lost the use of his legs when he was shot in 2016, he said, but it didn't stop him from doing 50 pull-ups every Monday.

"We treat each other like family -- it's basically the foundation of this," he said. "We are not looking to who is doing better than the other. One is trying to push the other one to the limit. This is a perfect example of how when a community comes together, it overpowers everything they say."

Overcoming your circumstances through the power of working out is something that Xavier Lewis, who also promotes Motivational Mondays on his Instagram page, knows something about.

In May 2021, Mr. Lewis was in an accident while on the job as a FedEx driver. He had a fractured rib cage, a dislocated elbow and two broken bones in his wrist, he said. He was hospitalized for two weeks and scheduled to have several surgeries that would have left him with rods and screws in his arm.

"I just didn't want that in my body," Mr. Lewis said, sitting on a park bench in Harlem, where he was doing a solo workout. After being told that he might never be able to fully straighten his arm, he declined the surgeries. "I feel like I was being mentally challenged. I knew it was a challenge, so I had to figure it out."

He started out working out at home, doing one push-up a day. Six months later, one push-up had turned into 10, and he finally felt strong enough to go to the gym, and then, outside.

Video: 

A push-up can be as complex as you care to make it.

 Kadar Small for The New York Times

 Kadar Small for The New York Times

 Kadar Small for The New York Times

Epifanio Ortiz, center, modifies his push-ups by adding a son's worth of weight.

He created a fitness Instagram account and began to encourage others to attend Motivational Mondays at Macombs Dam Park. He also started a group called the Sharks and Orcas that often works out at Chelsea Park in Lower Manhattan.

"It's powerful energy because we all uplift each other and we all trying to be better," Mr. Lewis said. Sometimes, he added, to get inspired, "you have got to get around like-minded people."

The search for that inspiration from a crew is what led Isaiah Kadiri, 27, to Motivational Monday. In 2017, when Mr. Kadiri was 21, his father pushed him to join the Marines. After two months of boot camp, he was sent home. ("It wasn't for me," he said.)

In the short time he was there, he learned the power of discipline and the importance of being supported by a group.

Dion Garcia caught a different view of Macombs Dam Park on the pull-up bar.


"It was the perfect way to keep me out of trouble," Mr. Kadiri, a Brooklyn native, said of his workouts in Macombs Dam Park, where he said he was pleased to meet up with people who share his interest in fitness who are "actually good people."

"It's nice to actually be around people who are motivated to do the same thing you're doing; we help each other grow," he added.

Working out at a city playground can be intimidating. Seeing a group of hulking guys expend a great deal of frequently aggressive energy might have deterred some young mothers from joining, but not Marisol Gonzalez, 28, who now brings her three children, ages 5, 10 and 12, with her to Motivational Monday.

At first Ms. Gonzalez would bring her children to the track to run, she said, but she was desperate to incorporate exercise into their daily routine. When she saw the men working out, she reached out to Mr. Perez on Instagram.

Catherine Castillo, left, and Kate Martinez joined the workout.

Heels over head for fitness.


Video: 

All you need is a bar, some friends and astonishing upper-body strength.

"My kids are the reason I came here," she said as another pull-up count erupted from the crowd behind her. "I don't think I would have been able to come by myself," she added. "I felt like I didn't belong anywhere. My kids change my perspective. I only have one boy and I want him to see all the examples of what a man should be. And for my daughters to also see that a man is not just aggressive and unable to express their emotions."

Sometimes the men pause their workouts to help her children with their homework while she works out, she said. The energy has been inviting for her whole family.

"Everybody is happy, goofy, playful, a motivator and encouraging," Ms. Gonzalez said. "I think that's the best thing that my kids could have."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/23/style/outdoor-workouts-nyc-motivational-monday.html
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Watch Parties, Clinics and Guinness: How the N.F.L. Builds a Fan Base in Ireland

The league is trying to ensure that sponsors, media partners and enthusiasm are in place before committing to playing a game in the country.

A Steelers watch party held at Dublin's Croke Park last month drew a sold-out crowd of 800 people. Paulo Nunes dos Santos for The New York Times



By Ken Belson
Reporting from Dublin and Newry, Northern Ireland


Oct 20, 2024 at 10:02 AM

Shane De Lappe and Stephen Murphy arrived at Dublin's Croke Park last month about an hour before the stadium gates opened. They weren't going to see Gaelic football or hurling. Instead, the 30-something dads were there for a sold-out watch party hosted by the Pittsburgh Steelers.

Soon they would be inside, eating wings, dogs and tater tots and washing it all down with pints of Guinness as they watched a telecast of the Steelers playing the Colts in Indianapolis.

The N.F.L. has played only one game in Ireland -- a preseason contest in 1997. So, for now, the next-best N.F.L. experience De Lappe and Murphy can get is attending a gathering with more than 800 other avid fans twirling Terrible Towels. Their dream is a trip to the United States to see the Steelers play in the Super Bowl.

The Steelers lost to the Colts in Indianapolis, but the fans in Dublin enjoyed food and Guinness. Paulo Nunes dos Santos for The New York Times


Shane De Lappe, a Steelers fan in Ireland, said his dream is to see the team in the Super Bowl in person. Paulo Nunes dos Santos for The New York Times


"I would sell a kidney for it," De Lappe said. "The two of us are Steelers fans, so hopefully we'll get over there in the next few years."

Short of that, they would certainly take a regular-season game in Ireland. If the enthusiasm of the fans at the watch party is any guide, the Steelers and the N.F.L. could expect to sell out Croke Park's 82,300 seats if a game in Dublin were announced. Many of them watch games on the NFL Network's RedZone streaming service, play fantasy football and travel to London and the United States to see games. Boys are hooked on the Madden NFL video game and watch clips of games on YouTube.

"He got the gear, then the RedZone and that's it," said Chris Bull as his 11-year old son, Ruari, wearing a Ja'Marr Chase Bengals jersey, stood nearby. "He took an American football to school for show-and-tell."

Bull, Paul Keane and Ben Deans, all neighbors in Dublin, brought their sons to the watch party and have held sleepover parties to watch the Super Bowl with their friends.

Despite the demand for all things N.F.L. in Ireland, however, the league is playing a longer game. It is moving at a deliberate pace to ensure that sponsors, media partners and other key pieces -- like a critical mass of committed fans -- are in place before teams and dates are chosen for a game.

Fans at the watch party got a chance to mingle with Steely McBeam, the team's mascot. Paulo Nunes dos Santos for The New York Times


"It's about putting roots down," Henry Hodgson, center, who oversees the N.F.L.'s operations in the United Kingdom and Ireland, said of events like the watch party. Paulo Nunes dos Santos for The New York Times


"The goal is not to be the traveling circus and turn up and then go away again," Henry Hodgson, who oversees the N.F.L.'s operations in the United Kingdom and Ireland, said at the watch party, which featured the former Steelers players Willie Parker and James Farrior, and the team's mascot, Steely McBeam. "It's about putting roots down."

The N.F.L. is well established at home, so it has been expanding overseas for decades in search of new fans and revenue. Teams have been playing regular-season games in London since 2007 -- the final London game this season is between the Jacksonville Jaguars and the New England Patriots on Sunday -- and the league has increased the number of games and locations in recent years to include Mexico, Germany and Brazil. Next year, a game will be played in Madrid for the first time.

The league can increase the number of international games next year to as many as nine, up from five this year. Last month, Commissioner Roger Goodell said the N.F.L. could ultimately play up to 16 games a year overseas, though it might require adding an 18th regular-season game.

But unlike prior international efforts dating back to the 1980s, when teams played preseason games around the globe and the league ran a spring league in Europe, the N.F.L. is now relying more on teams to lay the foundations in different countries.

The Los Angeles Rams, for instance, have focused on Australia, Japan and other Pacific Rim countries, while the Miami Dolphins have forged ties in Brazil, Spain and other countries with ties to South Florida. The Kansas City Chiefs made inroads in Germany because the soccer team FC Dallas, which is owned by the Chiefs owner Clark Hunt, has an alliance with Bayern Munich. The Chiefs generate more than a million euros ($1.1 million) in revenue in the country.

In the past two years, the Steelers executive Dan Rooney III and his team have made a half-dozen trips to Ireland and Northern Ireland. Paulo Nunes dos Santos for The New York Times


"It's about growing the game of football and growing the Steelers brand," Rooney said of the team's outreach. Paulo Nunes dos Santos for The New York Times


The Steelers have focused on Mexico, where the team became popular during their heyday in the 1970s, and Ireland, for personal reasons: The Rooney family, which has owned the team since Art Rooney founded it in 1933, emigrated from the island in the 1840s. In 1976, Dan Rooney, Art Rooney's son, co-founded The Ireland Funds, a philanthropic group that fosters stronger ties between Ireland and the United States and reconciliation with Northern Ireland. He was U.S. ambassador to Ireland from 2009 to 2012, and hosted flag football games at his residence on July 4 instead of baseball games. (He also found a statue of a raven there and had it buried on the grounds, not wanting any reminder of the Baltimore Ravens, the Steelers' rivals.)

In the last two years, his grandson, Dan Rooney III, and his operations team have made a half-dozen trips to host watch parties and flag football clinics in Ireland, and Newry, the Rooney's ancestral home in Northern Ireland. He has also forged relationships with business leaders, sponsors and media partners in the country.

"It's about growing the game of football and growing the Steelers brand," Rooney, the team's director of business development and strategy, said in Dublin in September.

The Steelers have held flag football and kicking clinics in Ireland and Northern Ireland, the Rooney family's ancestral home. Paulo Nunes dos Santos for The New York Times


Willie Parker, a former Steelers running back, has been part of the team's efforts in Ireland and Northern Ireland. Paulo Nunes dos Santos for The New York Times


American football is barely played in the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland, but according to league estimates, 350,000 fans on the island  follow or watch N.F.L. games out of a combined population of about seven million. The N.F.L. has grown in popularity thanks to easy access to streaming packages, fantasy football and game clips on YouTube. N.F.L. games are shown on Sunday evenings when few other sports are being played, though given the time difference, viewership drops for the late games. Interest jumped this year after Charlie Smyth, a Gaelic football player from Northern Ireland, was signed as a kicker on the New Orleans Saints' practice squad.

"The internet makes the world smaller," said Michael McQuaid, who co-hosts the Irish Steelers Podcast  and started a Steelers fan group. "There's been a real shift now that there are many more fans here. The discussion now is how to create a Super Bowl-style event."

The Steelers, who last played overseas in 2013, are eager to play in Ireland. Last month, Goodell quipped that a day doesn't go by that he doesn't hear from the Rooneys about the possibility of a game in Dublin.

"I have no doubt we will be playing in Ireland," Goodell said last week. "I don't know if it'll be next year but it's coming soon."

Peter McKenna, who runs Croke Park, the home of Gaelic sports, said he was sure that tickets would sell out quickly if a game was announced in Dublin. Many of the ticket buyers would probably be Steelers fans from the United States, using the chance to see their N.F.L. team as an excuse to visit Ireland. College teams have played in Dublin for decades and drawn sizable crowds, including in August, when 27,000 fans flew across the Atlantic to see Florida State play Georgia Tech.

Florida State and Georgia Tech played in front of a big crowd in Dublin in August. Brendan Moran/Sportsfile, via Getty Images


Peter McKenna, who runs Croke Park, said he was sure that a Steelers game in Dublin would sell out quickly. Paulo Nunes dos Santos for The New York Times


But McKenna, Irish business leaders and the Steelers acknowledge that many steps large and small remain. The airport must make space for charter jets. The teams will need buses, hotels and training facilities, as well as additional security. The stadium locker rooms would need to be expanded.

"The N.F.L. player is a massive man," McKenna said, adding that league officials toured the stadium this summer.

The government is also trying to determine the economic benefits of an N.F.L. game and whether they outweigh the costs. Local authorities would have to provide technological services and power for broadcasters, among many other services.

"We're still in the exploratory stage," said Paul Kelly, chief executive of Failte Ireland, the national tourism authority running that analysis. "To bring any major event, you are looking at the fees and support services, and it's a multimillion-euro investment. But they bring significant benefit in return through taxes."

In addition to the travel and gameday logistics, the league wants to ensure that playing in Ireland accelerates business. The Steelers have been producing localized content on social media and bringing alumni to visit Ireland. The team has two media deals in Ireland, including one that broadcasts their preseason games. A game could draw even more lucrative deals.

N.F.L. games are shown on Sunday evenings in Ireland, when few other sporting events are taking place. Paulo Nunes dos Santos for The New York Times


The Jacksonville Jaguars and the Jets have joined the Steelers in increasing marketing efforts in Ireland. Paulo Nunes dos Santos for The New York Times


"I don't think you need to be laser-focused on a linear return on your investment," said Paul McCann, chief executive of a Dublin-based technology services company, Ergo, that is exploring a potential sponsorship with the Steelers. "The buyers of our services are C-suite and I.T. people who are usually sports crazy, so it's a good connection" to be linked to the Steelers.

The Jacksonville Jaguars and the Jets are also making entrees into Ireland on top of their marketing efforts in Britain. Like the Steelers, the Jaguars have taken former players to Ireland and hosted football clinics, and in April, they had an Irish fan announce one of the team's draft picks.

"It's definitely a growth market, and it's famous for its love of football," said Sarah Brookes, who represents the Jaguars in London. "Soccer is incredibly popular because it's a global sport, but there is a huge proportion of fans who follow N.F.L. football instead of soccer."

The Steelers, though, with their deep ties to Ireland, appear to have the inside track to be the first team to play a regular season game here.

"They've taken a long-term sustainable approach," said Mick O'Keefe, chief executive of Irish operations for Teneo, a firm helping the Steelers with their strategic planning and communications in Ireland. "They didn't come in wham bam and say, hey, we're here and do a smash-and-grab. The foundations are now in place."
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Bill Gates Privately Says He Has Backed Harris With $50 Million Donation

Mr. Gates said in a statement to The Times that "this election is different," reflecting a significant change in his political strategy.

Bill Gates during an event held by The New York Times last year. Calla Kessler for The New York Times



By Theodore Schleifer
Theodore Schleifer has covered the Gates family and its political and philanthropic work since 2019.


Oct 22, 2024 at 10:11 PM

After decades of sitting on the sidelines of politics, Bill Gates, one of the richest people in the world, has said privately that he recently donated about $50 million to a nonprofit organization that is supporting Vice President Kamala Harris's presidential run, according to three people briefed on the matter.

The donation was meant to stay under wraps. Mr. Gates, one of the founders of Microsoft, has not publicly endorsed Ms. Harris, and his donation would represent a significant change in the strategy that has previously kept him away from gifts like this.

In private calls this year to friends and others, Mr. Gates has expressed concern about what a second Donald Trump presidency would look like, according to a person briefed on Mr. Gates's thinking, although he has stressed that he could work with either candidate. Mr. Gates does not have a deep relationship with Ms. Harris, but he has celebrated the Biden-Harris administration's work on climate change. Mr. Gates's philanthropic organization, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, is significantly concerned about potential cuts to family planning and global health programs if Mr. Trump is elected, according to two people close to the foundation.

Mr. Gates has said he made his donation to Future Forward, the main outside fund-raising group supporting Ms. Harris, according to the people briefed on the matter. Mr. Gates has talked about his pro-Harris donation with his peers, including Mike Bloomberg, the former New York City mayor and a major supporter of Future Forward who has considered a similarly sized gift, two of the people briefed said. Mr. Gates's donation went specifically to Future Forward's nonprofit arm, Future Forward USA Action, which as a 501(c)(4) "dark money" organization does not disclose its donors, according to the people briefed. So any contribution by Mr. Gates will never appear on any public filing.

In a statement in response to this reporting, Mr. Gates did not explicitly address the donation or offer an endorsement of Ms. Harris in the race. He stressed his bipartisanship -- but also said that "this election is different."

"I support candidates who demonstrate a clear commitment to improving health care, reducing poverty and fighting climate change in the U.S. and around the world," he told The New York Times. "I have a long history of working with leaders across the political spectrum, but this election is different, with unprecedented significance for Americans and the most vulnerable people around the world."

A spokesman for Mr. Bloomberg declined to comment. Future Forward declined to comment.

Mr. Bloomberg and Mr. Gates are longtime friends who have bonded over philanthropy and the issues of public health and climate change. Mr. Gates, with an estimated net worth of $162 billion, has long been encouraged by Democratic friends and donors to get involved in beating Trump, but he has always resisted, according to two people with knowledge of Mr. Gates's activities.

Like his former wife, Melinda French Gates, Mr. Gates has long sought to hold himself above politics so that he could have credibility with both Democratic and Republican audiences and administrations, particularly those who do work in the developing world.

"I choose not to participate in large political donations," Mr. Gates said in late 2019. "There are times it might feel tempting to do so, and there are other people who choose to do so, but I just don't want to grab that gigantic megaphone."

Mr. Gates's involvement is surprising to longtime executives at the Gates Foundation. The billionaire told an interviewer after Ms. Harris's entry into the presidential race this summer that "you might be able to predict" whom he would support in the election but that he was not "a political influencer."

"I don't tell other people how to vote because I'm so associated with the foundation that works with any administration," he said. "I think it's great to have somebody who's younger and can think about things like A.I. and how to shape that the right way."

Two of Mr. Gates's children, Rory and Phoebe Gates, have become involved as Democratic donors and played a key role in encouraging their parents to take giving to politics more seriously, three people with knowledge of the matter say. Both of the children are in their early to mid-20s, and the millions of dollars they together contribute come in large part from their parents.

Ms. French Gates has also thrown herself into political giving this cycle, cutting a check to Future Forward's nonprofit as well.

Future Forward has been the tip of the spear of the advertising barrage against Mr. Trump this fall. Mr. Gates's donation could, even late in the election, help finance anti-Trump ads. The nonprofit arm faces some restrictions on the amount of money it can spend on explicitly anti-Trump messaging, but it has donated over $170 million to the Future Forward super PAC, which faces no such restrictions.

Donating to a "dark money" group offers some protection: Some wealthy donors who support Ms. Harris are nervous about being publicly identified with her campaign for fear that Mr. Trump would seek revenge after November. Mr. Trump has threatened to go after the supporters of Ms. Harris, including her biggest donors.

Mr. Gates is one of the most closely watched people in the world of philanthropy, with a network of wealthy givers who respect him greatly. Many of those people are part of the Giving Pledge community, a group of billionaires organized by Mr. Gates and Ms. French Gates who promise to donate at least half of their assets to charitable causes. Mr. Gates is scheduled to meet with some members of the Giving Pledge group and other health-focused philanthropists in Palm Springs, Calif., according to two people briefed on the schedule, in early December, right after the election.

Jim Rutenberg, Karen Weise and David Gelles contributed reporting.
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Trump Media's Soaring Share Price Masks Internal Strife

Employees have complained to the board about hiring and management practices at the parent company of Truth Social, which serves as the main online megaphone for former President Donald Trump.

Former President Donald J. Trump shaking hands with former Representative Devin Nunes, now the chief executive of Trump Media, at the Republican National Convention in July. Jamie Kelter Davis for The New York Times



By Matthew Goldstein



Oct 22, 2024 at 04:18 PM

The parent company of former President Donald J. Trump's social media platform has soared on the stock market over the past month, despite growing turmoil behind the scenes.

In recent weeks, Trump Media & Technology Group has dismissed or pushed out at least three senior managers amid employee complaints about the leadership of Devin Nunes, the former Republican congressman who is chief executive, according to two people with knowledge of the matter.

The departures came after several employees anonymously sent a letter, which they described as a whistle-blower complaint, to Trump Media's board a few weeks ago. The letter accused Mr. Nunes of being over-reliant on foreign contract workers and mismanagement. A copy of the letter was reviewed by The New York Times.

It was not clear whether the employees who were pushed out of Trump Media were involved in drafting the letter.

In the letter, the employees said that Mr. Nunes's "directive" to hire foreign contractors was inconsistent with "the 'America First' principles we stand for." Trump Media has looked to outsource some work to Cosmic Development, a technology company based in Canada that has operations in Macedonia and Serbia, said the two people.

Mr. Trump, who is the largest shareholder of Trump Media and the main draw for users on Truth Social, has talked on the campaign trail about imposing stiff tariffs on foreign goods and U.S. companies that outsource abroad.

Separate from the letter, employees at Trump Media have also raised concerns that Mr. Nunes rarely visits the company's headquarters in Sarasota, Fla., said the people.

The letter said that Mr. Nunes has not formally addressed Trump Media's staff in two years and that "this lack of transparency has left employees in the dark about the company's vision, strategy and future." The letter also said that Mr. Nunes relied too heavily on "unqualified members of his inner circle."

Details of the letter were first reported by ProPublica.

Trump Media's stock is volatile and often trades as a proxy for Mr. Trump's political fortunes. Over the past month, its share price has more than doubled, as polls ahead of the presidential vote have tightened and betting markets have tilted in favor of Mr. Trump.

Trump Media made its market debut in March, after merging with a public shell company. The stock initially surged, peaking above $60 per share, before a long slide erased much of its value, bottoming out at around $12 late last month. It traded at about $35.50 on Wednesday.

Employees at Trump Media have raised concerns that the company's chief executive, Devin Nunes, rarely visits the company's headquarters, which is in an office park in Sarasota, Fla. Michael Adno for The New York Times


Mr. Trump owns about 59 percent of the company's stock, a stake worth $3.4 billion.

Shannon Devine, a spokeswoman for Trump Media, said: "The New York Times continues its jihad against the truth and fact-based reporting -- this time by using fake information from sources the reporter knows to be unreliable in order to gin up defamatory conspiracy theories and fake news."

Truth Social has yet to turn profit and has struggled to attract new users and advertisers since it launched in early 2022. In September, Truth Social had 698,000 monthly active users in the United States, compared with 70.4 million for X, according to Similarweb, a data tracking site.

Mr. Trump has no official role at the company. He has said little about the direction of the company except to praise Truth Social. He remarked in April that Truth Social is "not very expensive to run."

The company's seven-member board includes Mr. Nunes, Mr. Trump's eldest son and three former members of the Trump administration. The whistle-blower letter was addressed to the board's audit committee, which includes Robert Lighthizer, a former U.S. trade representative, and Linda McMahon, a former administrator of the Small Business Administration.

The board brought in an outside lawyer to question several employees about the letter, according to one of the people. Soon after, at least three top employees were told they either should resign or would be pushed out.

In a regulatory filing this month, Trump Media disclosed that Andrew Northwall, the company's chief operating officer, had resigned. Trump Media's chief product officer, Sandro De Moraes, also recently left the company, according to his Truth Social profile, as did a lower-ranking employee in the human resources department.

Trump Media had 36 full time employees at the end of last year, according to filings. There are now under 30 full-time employees, people with knowledge of the details said.

Trump Media employs five people who were part of Mr. Nunes's former congressional staff, including Scott Glabe, the company's general counsel, according to people with knowledge of the company and biographical information on LinkedIn. Mr. Glabe served as staff director for Mr. Nunes on the House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence.

In naming Mr. Nunes as chief executive in 2022, Trump Media tapped one of Mr. Trump's most outspoken supporters in Congress. But Mr. Nunes brought limited experience running a tech company. Before being elected to Congress in 2003, his main business experience came from working for his family's dairy farm. 

In the letter to Trump Media's board, the employees said they did not trust Mr. Nunes and worried about retaliation for speaking out.
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Yelp Disables Comments for McDonald's Where Trump Donned Apron

The consumer review site temporarily disabled comments on the franchise's page after the former president's appearance prompted a flurry of reviews.

Former President Donald Trump worked the fryer during a visit to McDonald's in Feasterville, Pa., on Sunday. Doug Mills/The New York Times



By Alexandra E. Petri



Oct 23, 2024 at 02:37 AM

Yelp has temporarily disabled reviews for the McDonald's in Pennsylvania where former President Donald J. Trump held a campaign photo op because of a flood of phony write-ups and ratings.

On Sunday, Mr. Trump donned an apron and briefly worked the fryer at a McDonald's in Bucks County, Pa., where he distributed orders to preselected customers in the drive-through and spoke with reporters.

But his customer service led to a flurry of mocking reviews that were not based on customers' firsthand experiences, as required. Instead, the reviews on the restaurant's Yelp page criticized Mr. Trump and also took aim at the franchise, while some celebrated the former president.

"Don't let convicted felons who tried to overturn an election stage campaign stunts," one reviewer wrote.

"This was an awful thing that was done and McDonald's is now the new chick filet , and will get ZERO of my money and my business , hope it was worth alienating EVERY Woman in the USA," another reviewer wrote.

"There was a giant orange rat in the kitchen. The operator let it in to roam around and even posted pictures of it. Pretty weird," another wrote.

Some expressed support for Mr. Trump.

"The best McDonalds I've ever been to in 47 years. The older employee was extremely nice. Make McDonalds Great Again! Bring back the Dollar Menu!" one wrote.

More than 145 reviews were posted before Yelp temporarily disabled new comments at around 3 p.m. on Monday, according to the company.

As of Tuesday evening, customers who visit the page are met with an "unusual activity alert" notice, explaining that the business "received increased public attention, which often means people come to this page to post their views on the news."

"While we don't take a stand one way or the other when it comes to this incident, we've temporarily disabled the posting of content to this page as we work to investigate whether the content you see here reflects actual consumer experiences rather than the recent events," the alert said. "Please note that we apply this same policy regardless of the business and regardless of the topic at issue."

Customers interested in leaving a review "based on a firsthand experience with the business" were advised to come back at a later date.

According to the 2023 Yelp Trust & Safety Report, Yelp placed 986 alerts on business pages related to a business that gained public attention, resulting in the removal of more than 49,100 reviews.

"For Yelp to remain a useful resource to the community, reviews must be based on a genuine, firsthand experience with the business," Noorie Malik, Yelp's vice president of user operations, said in a statement. "When we see the activity dramatically decrease or stop, our moderators will clean up the page so reviews describing only firsthand consumer experiences are reflected."

How long that process may take or when new reviews would be enabled again was not clear on Tuesday evening.

The unusual campaign stop by Mr. Trump was another opportunity for the former president to claim, without evidence, that Vice President Kamala Harris lied about working at McDonald's as a college student.

Ms. Harris's campaign said she worked at a McDonald's in Alameda, Calif., in 1983 during the summer after her freshman year at Howard University. A friend of Ms. Harris recently told The New York Times that the vice president's mother, who died in 2009, had told her about the summer job.

McDonald's representatives have ignored media requests for information.

CNN reported that it had obtained an internal memo by McDonald's to its employees saying that it did not invite Mr. Trump to the restaurant.
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E. Coli Outbreak Linked to McDonald's Quarter Pounders

Nearly 50 people have become ill and one person has died, amid infections that may have been caused by slivered onions, the C.D.C. reported.

McDonald's has stopped selling Quarter Pounders at restaurants in several states. McDonald's Corporation, via Associated Press



By Teddy Rosenbluth



Oct 22, 2024 at 10:07 PM

One person has died and 49 people have become ill following an E. coli outbreak linked to McDonald's Quarter Pounder hamburgers, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said on Tuesday.

Most cases have been reported in Colorado and Nebraska. Initial investigations have suggested that the slivered onions served on Quarter Pounders are a "likely source of contamination," according to the C.D.C., which cited the Food and Drug Administration. 

The onions are "primarily used on Quarter Pounder hamburgers and not other menu items."

McDonald's said it would stop using the onions, and has halted sales of Quarter Pounders at restaurants in Colorado, Kansas, Utah, Wyoming, Idaho, Iowa, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico and Oklahoma.

Federal regulators are still investigating whether McDonald's hamburger patties could also be a source of the illness.

In a statement posted to its website, McDonald's emphasized that other items on its menu, including cheeseburgers and hamburgers, are unaffected. "Serving customers safely in every single restaurant, each and every day, is our top priority and something we'll never compromise on," the statement said.

Bill Marler, a personal-injury lawyer who focuses on food safety, said onions are notoriously difficult to grow cleanly and have been linked to other food-borne illnesses, like salmonella.

If onions really are to blame, he said, health officials will want to know whether the supplier exclusively provided them to McDonald's or if they were shipped elsewhere.

"If these onions went to other places, you could start to see this thing expand pretty quickly," Mr. Marler said.

The C.D.C. called the situation "a fast-moving outbreak investigation." Most people fell ill with the bacterial infection between late September and mid-October, and all of those interviewed by health officials said they had recently eaten at McDonald's.

Health investigators are also trying to determine whether any contaminated ingredients had been sold by other retailers or grocery stores.

The outbreak has hospitalized 10 people in the Mountain States, including a child who has a complicating illness, according to the C.D.C. One Colorado resident has died.

Symptoms of E. coli infection typically start four days after consuming a contaminated food and include diarrhea and severe stomach cramps. Medical help is required if those symptoms last longer than two days, or if the patient experiences a fever higher than 102 degrees or dehydration.

In severe cases, E. coli may trigger kidney problems, which can be life-threatening.

McDonald's has been unusually in the news this week. On Sunday, former President Donald Trump staged an event at a closed McDonald's outside Philadelphia, working a fryer and serving fast food to a selected audience through a drive-through window.

The hope was to cast doubt on Vice President Kamala Harris's claim that a summer college job she had was at a McDonald's. That recollection has been corroborated by a family friend.
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F.D.A. Names a New Chief of Medical Devices

Patient advocates hope Dr. Michelle Tarver will lead the agency to focus more on safety and less on rapid approvals.

Dr. Michelle Tarver, a 15-year veteran of the F.D.A.'s medical device division, is an ophthalmologist who continues to treat patients on the weekends. U.S. Food and Drug Administration



By Christina Jewett



Oct 22, 2024 at 06:43 PM

The Food and Drug Administration on Tuesday announced that Dr. Michelle Tarver, an agency veteran, will be the new director of the medical device division.

Dr. Tarver will face a slate of pressing tasks, that include addressing calls to strengthen standards to protect the public from issues like racial bias in artificial intelligence software and hastily authorized and faulty cardiac devices, like external defibrillators.

She will also confront the challenge of restoring credibility to a division clouded by ethical lapses of Dr. Jeffrey Shuren, her predecessor, and of navigating her way in an agency with close ties to the industry.

In addition, Dr. Tarver is assuming the position at a time of stunning technological advancement, overseeing research and potential approvals of devices meant to tap into brain signals to restore speech and movement.

The division reviews thousands of medical products that are central to medical diagnosis and surgery, like DNA tests and surgical staplers. Other devices are implanted in the body for decades, including pacemakers and hip prostheses. The division has a budget of about $790 million and a staff of about 2,500.

A 15-year veteran of the agency, Dr. Tarver is viewed by those inside the F.D.A. as a candidate who would sharpen the division's focus on safety and quality. She is an ophthalmologist who continues to treat patients on the weekends, and she is also trained as an epidemiologist and has developed ways to measure patient preference in medical care.

"Dr. Tarver demonstrates a true passion about data, science, medicine and the evidence, all of which are critical to supporting and driving the F.D.A.'s decisions," Dr. Robert Califf said in an announcement to agency staff Tuesday. "She works to build collaboration and transparency in achieving the strategic priorities for the center and the agency."

Dr. Tarver said in a statement that she was honored to lead the division and planned to "remain committed in our service to public health and ensuring all patients in the U.S. have access to high-quality, safe and effective medical devices."

Dr. Shuren headed the division for 15 years and has been credited with speeding the pace of approvals and solidifying the United States as a destination for medical device study and innovation. He has also been divisive, facing pressure from the start of his tenure to strengthen lax device-approval standards. Those calls have continued unabated over the years. The American Medical Association, a major doctors group, voted in 2023 on a resolution urging the agency to raise the bar on product authorizations and to more carefully monitor the safety of approved products.

Dr. Shuren announced his retirement in July, and the agency has said he will leave by the end of the year.

An investigation by The New York Times found that his official work had overlapped for years with that of his wife, Allison Shuren, a lawyer for major medical device companies. The F.D.A. acknowledged ethics violations, saying that Dr. Shuren should have sought authorization or stepped aside in some matters, but asserted that the lapses had not affected regulatory decisions.

In recent weeks, two lawmakers called on the inspector general of the Health and Human Services Department to investigate whether those matters were "simply an appearance of impropriety or actual inappropriate and unethical conduct."

Before joining the agency in 2009, Dr. Tarver had been an assistant professor at the Johns Hopkins School of Medicine.

At the F.D.A., she became a medical officer in the ophthalmology unit, and then took on other roles, including working with the division's patient engagement advisory committee.

Dr. Tarver later moved on to an F.D.A. office focused on emergency preparedness and response as well as digital health.

Maria Gmitro, president of the Breast Implant Safety Alliance, said she had been impressed with Dr. Tarver's warmth and willingness to listen. Ms. Gmitro said she had raised concerns about whether women were aware that they received recalled breast implants that were associated with rare cases of blood cancer.

Ms. Gmitro said Dr. Tarver helped her group in a practical manner, working to open access to data on age and gender for an analyst examining reports of harm related to breast implants.

"So we are very optimistic with Dr. Tarver being in this position," Ms. Gmitro said. "I'm hopeful about the progress that can happen."

Diana Zuckerman, president of the National Center for Health Research, a nonprofit that tracks F.D.A. device policy, said she had found Dr. Tarver to be concerned about patient safety and "in making sure that patients understand the risks and benefits" of devices.

Scott Whitaker, president of AdvaMed, the largest device industry trade association, said the group was pleased with Dr. Tarver's appointment.

He said in a statement that the organization was confident that Dr. Tarver would head the division with a "collaborative approach and an appreciation for the need to get safe, proven technologies into the hands of the patients and providers who need them."

In a letter announcing his retirement to staff in July, Dr. Shuren said he took the "unusual step" of appointing Dr. Tarver to the division's post of deputy director for transformation without conducting a formal search. In that role, she has worked on a project called Home as a Health Care Hub that is meant to support an aging population with mounting medical needs.

"She is truly wonderful as a person, a colleague, a friend and a leader," Dr. Shuren said in his letter. "She is the right person to take the helm."

Dr. Tarver will face skepticism from advocates for people who have had unwanted symptoms after LASIK surgery, such as distorted vision and eye pain.

Dr. Tarver was a leader in the agency's ophthalmology division for years and played a role in F.D.A.-backed research on the procedure. Yet after more than 15 years of advocacy and an agency proposal in 2022 to strengthen warnings to prospective patients, no change has come about, said Paula Cofer, who suffered harm from LASIK and served as a patient representative on a 2008 panel on the matter.

The F.D.A. has said it is still reviewing comments submitted on the 2022 proposal. Among its opponents are clients of Dr. Shuren's wife, which include a group of prolific laser surgeons and a company that makes LASIK lasers.

"She's been involved in LASIK device policy at the agency for what, 15 years, and during this time, the agency has failed to act on evidence of high rates of harm to the public due to LASIK devices," Ms. Cofer said. "This is just not passing the smell test."
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Apple and Goldman Sachs Must Pay Nearly $90 Million in Credit-Card Inquiry

The penalties and customer refunds stem from an investigation by the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau into Apple Card, which Goldman issues.

Apple and Goldman Sachs failed to properly handle customer disputes and misled consumers about interest-free payment options for Apple devices, federal regulators said. Ian C. Bates for The New York Times



By Danielle Kaye



Oct 23, 2024 at 05:01 PM

Federal regulators ordered Goldman Sachs and Apple on Wednesday to pay combined penalties of more than $89 million over their handling of their credit-card business, affecting hundreds of thousands of Apple Card users.

The investment bank was ordered by the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau to pay fines of $45 million, and Apple was fined $25 million. In addition, Goldman will be required to pay at least $19.8 million in customer refunds. Regulators are barring Goldman from offering any new credit card other than the Apple Card unless it provides a "credible plan" showing the product will comply with the law.

The C.F.P.B.'s yearslong inquiry looked into, among other issues, Goldman's customer-service operations, specifically how the bank handled fraud and refunds in its credit-card partnership with Apple. The investigation found that the companies' conduct left customers with incorrect credit reports and unresolved charge disputes.

Apple and Goldman failed to properly handle customer disputes, Rohit Chopra, the C.F.P.B.'s director, said on a call with reporters on Wednesday. Even when Goldman was alerted to disputes, Mr. Chopra added, the bank often failed to follow federal requirements to investigate and resolve them in a timely manner.

The agency also said Goldman and Apple misled consumers about interest-free payment options for Apple devices, charging substantial interest despite leading customers to believe they would get interest-free financing when purchasing Apple products with their Apple Card.

"The execution was a mess," Mr. Chopra said, referring to the launch of the credit card partnership in 2019.

"Key systems related to Apple Card weren't ready," he said. "Goldman Sachs's board was even told about the problems, but it made the business decision to go forward anyway."

Nick Carcaterra, a spokesman for Goldman, said Apple Card, issued by Goldman, is "one of the most consumer-friendly credit cards that has ever been offered."

"We worked diligently to address certain technological and operational challenges that we experienced after launch and have already handled them with impacted customers," Mr. Carcaterra said in a statement, adding that the bank is "pleased to have reached a resolution with the C.F.P.B."

An Apple spokeswoman said the tech giant worked closely with Goldman to quickly address the "inadvertent issues" when they arose years ago and help customers who were affected. Apple disagrees with the C.F.P.B.'s characterization of its conduct, but has reached an agreement with the agency, the spokeswoman said in a statement.

The $45 million fine against Goldman pales in comparison to the $3 billion in profits that the bank reported last week in its third-quarter earnings. Goldman took in almost $13 billion in revenue in the last quarter, over $1 billion more than analysts had projected.

But in its earnings report, Goldman underscored the continued challenges in its consumer-bank ambitions, from which the bank is struggling to retreat. The bank set aside $397 million for credit losses last quarter, a sharp increase from the previous quarter and the same period last year.

Last week, Goldman took a $415 million hit largely by selling its General Motors-branded credit cards to Barclays -- and while it has yet to exit its Apple-branded cards, it has said it intends to do so, which could result in further losses.

In 2022, Goldman disclosed that the federal agency was looking into how the bank refunded cardholders, resolved billing disputes and reported consumer information to credit bureaus. Other government agencies have since joined in on inquiries into the bank's credit-card business, Goldman said last year.

Some Goldman executives have privately blamed Apple for regulatory scrutiny of the bank's credit-card business, according to The Wall Street Journal. Apple cardholders receive their bill at the start of each month, rather than on a rolling basis, leaving Goldman customer-service employees inundated with requests, according to The Journal.
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Starbucks Reports a Slide in Sales and Traffic

"We need to fundamentally change our strategy," the coffee giant's new chief executive said.

Starbucks said same-store sales fell 7 percent in the quarter that ended in September. Lindsay Dedario/Reuters



By Julie Creswell



Oct 22, 2024 at 11:30 PM

In recent years, the arrival of fall has been a reason for many customers to scurry to their local Starbucks to get their pumpkin spice latte fix.

But not this year.

On Tuesday, after the market closed, the coffee giant reported preliminary quarterly earnings showing a steep decline in same-store sales. Starbucks said global same-store sales fell 7 percent for the fourth-quarter that ended in September, with a decline of 6 percent in North America and a 14 percent drop in China.

Overall, for the full fiscal year, the company reported "a pronounced traffic decline."

The dismal news came a week before the company's scheduled earnings announcement. Starbucks' stock fell after the announcement.

The results further reveal the challenges facing the company and its new leader, Brian Niccol, who was wooed away from Chipotle to become Starbucks' chairman and chief executive with a jaw-dropping compensation package that could top $100 million.

In a video message, Mr. Niccol, who officially took over in early September, said the results showed that it was "clear we need to fundamentally change our strategy so we can get back to growth."

Throughout the Covid pandemic, Starbucks was a consistent big winner, expanding its loyalty programs and drive-through capabilities while Gen Zers ordered ever-complicated iced beverages.

But whether because of increased competition from other rapidly expanding coffee shops, consumers cutting back on nonessential spending or the various boycotts against the company, Starbucks is struggling.

Starbucks has been under pressure for awhile. Following two quarters of consecutive declines in sales and a stock price that dropped nearly 30 percent in six months, the board of directors decided this summer to abruptly replace its then-chief executive, Laxman Narasimhan.

In the most recent quarter, Starbucks said its efforts in North America to entice consumers to visit and spend more through expanded product offerings and frequent promotions and marketing through its mobile app "did not improve customer behaviors" and resulted in lower-than-expected performance.

In China, a market where Starbucks has a rapid expansion plan, same-store sales dropped steeply because of the competitive environment, the company said.

To fix Starbucks, Mr. Niccol said in a video the company needed to, among other things, "address staffing in our stores, remove bottlenecks and simplify things for our baristas," while improving the mobile system for ordering and paying so it did not overwhelm the cafes.

"We will simplify our overly complex menu, fix our pricing architecture and ensure that every customer feels Starbucks is worth it every single time they visit," Mr. Niccol added.

Starbucks said it would provide more details on its turnaround plan during its earnings call on Oct. 30.
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Charges Dropped in Case Against Binance Employee Held in Nigeria

Tigran Gambaryan, who was in custody for eight months, has been released so he can receive medical care.

U.S. officials had been urging Nigeria to release Tigran Gambaryan, and by last month the issue had become a significant source of conflict between the two allies. Abraham Achirga/Reuters



By Ismail Auwal, Emily Flitter and David Yaffe-Bellany
Ismail Auwal reported from Kaduna, Nigeria, Emily Flitter from New York and David Yaffe-Bellany from San Francisco.


Oct 23, 2024 at 01:36 PM

Charges against Tigran Gambaryan, an American held in Nigeria as part of a criminal case against the giant cryptocurrency exchange Binance, have been dropped, Nigerian officials said on Wednesday.

Mr. Gambaryan, who was in custody for eight months, was released from prison in Abuja on Wednesday, according to a person familiar with his whereabouts, and is expected to return to the United States soon.

Mr. Gambaryan is in poor health, and officials cited an urgent need for medical treatment as the reason for his release. But even if he recovers from his ailments, including malaria, Mr. Gambaryan will not have to reappear in Nigerian court because prosecutors dropped their case against him.

"Tigran Gambaryan's release is necessary for him to receive urgent medical care outside Nigeria, given his worsening health condition," Dele Oyewale, a government spokesman, said in an interview.

Mr. Gambaryan, a former U.S. law enforcement officer, was working for Binance, the world's largest cryptocurrency exchange, when he was arrested in Nigeria in February. He was charged with money laundering and tax evasion, as part of a sweeping investigation into the company. In April, he was transferred to Nigeria's notorious Kuje Prison from a government-owned guesthouse.

For months, prosecutors argued that Mr. Gambaryan should be held personally responsible for Binance's activities in the country, which they said had contributed to an economic crisis. He applied for bail so he could seek medical treatment, but was twice denied.

Officials in the United States had been urging Nigeria to release him, and by last month the issue had become a significant source of conflict between the two allies. The Americans argued that Mr. Gambaryan, who had contracted malaria and double pneumonia and has a herniated disk, should be allowed to return home for medical care. Nigerian prosecutors and diplomats said the United States was interfering in their country's judicial process.

Last week, Mr. Gambaryan did not appear at a scheduled court hearing, with officials saying he was too sick to attend. On Wednesday, the court reconvened for a hearing that was held without any public notice. Prosecutors withdrew the charges and the judge overseeing the case ordered Mr. Gambaryan's release, according to a court employee, Ahmad Danyaro.

"Tigran Gambaryan was merely an employee of the cryptocurrency firm and had no involvement in the alleged offenses committed by the company," R.U. Adaba, a lawyer for Nigeria's Economic and Financial Crimes Commission, said in an interview after the hearing.

Mr. Gambaryan is still in Nigeria waiting to be flown back to the United States. It is not yet clear when he will leave the country.

Representatives for Binance did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

During his imprisonment, Mr. Gambaryan garnered the support of other former law enforcement officials, who called for his release in letters to the U.S. government and on social media. On Wednesday, Representative French Hill, an Arkansas Republican who has vocally supported Mr. Gambaryan, wrote on X that it was "fantastic" to see the charges dropped and that "It's well past time he return home safely to America and his family and immediately receive any necessary medical treatment that he needs."

Nigeria is in the throes of its worst economic crisis in a generation, and government officials have blamed the rise of cryptocurrencies. Mr. Gambaryan had traveled to the country to meet with local officials about Binance's business dealings there.

Nigerian authorities said Binance had harmed the nation's economy by allowing users to transfer funds out of the local currency, the naira, causing it to collapse. Their allegations against Binance came shortly after the company agreed to a $4.3 billion settlement with a group of U.S. regulators that had accused it of facilitating money laundering.

Nigerian prosecutors are still pursuing their case against Binance. They have accused the company of tax evasion and money laundering.
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Boeing's New C.E.O. Calls for 'Culture Change' as Strike Vote Looms

As Kelly Ortberg presented his strategic vision, more than 33,000 striking employees of the aerospace manufacturer were expected to vote on a new contract.

Striking Boeing machinists marching outside the company's Seattle Delivery Center after a strike rally in Seattle on October 2024. M. Scott Brauer for The New York Times



By Niraj Chokshi



Oct 23, 2024 at 12:40 PM

Boeing's new chief executive, Kelly Ortberg, shared his vision on Wednesday for how to restore the beleaguered business, delivering his most comprehensive public remarks on strategy since taking the role in August. But, he acknowledged, he must first end a financially damaging strike.

The aircraft maker also shared more detail about its quarterly financial results, including a $6.2 billion loss in the three months ending in September. The company had previewed that setback earlier in the month.

In a message to employees, Mr. Ortberg shared a speech that he planned to deliver to investor analysts on a call later in the day to discuss Boeing's quarterly financial results. In it, he offered a diagnosis: The company had lost too much trust, gained too much debt and made too many mistakes. To put Boeing back on the right path would require "fundamental culture change," stabilizing the business and improving execution.

"Our leaders, from me on down, need to be closely integrated with our business and the people who are doing the design and production of our products," he said. "We need to be on the factory floors, in the back shops and in our engineering labs. We need to know what's going on, not only with our products, but with our people."

To achieve his ambitions for the company, Mr. Ortberg will first have to bring about the end of a strike that has brought most of the company's commercial airplane production to a halt. But there is hope: Both sides negotiated a new offer in recent days, which workers will vote to approve or reject on Wednesday.

"I'm very hopeful that the package we put forward will allow our employees to come back to work so we can immediately focus on restoring the company," Mr. Ortberg said. "Once we get back, we have the task of restarting the factories and the supply chain."

The vote comes over a month after more than 33,000 union members overwhelmingly rejected a negotiated offer and walked off the job Sept. 13. Most of the workers represented by the union, the International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers, are involved in the production of commercial airplanes in the Seattle area. One major Boeing jet, the 787 Dreamliner, is manufactured at a nonunion factory in South Carolina.

The new contract offer includes cumulative raises of nearly 40 percent over four years, which is both a significant increase over the rejected offer and close to the union's opening request. The offer also includes a $7,000 ratification bonus and bigger company contributions to retirement plans. The new contract would preserve an incentive bonus program that would have been replaced by a new retirement plan in the initial offer. The offer would not revive a defined benefit pension that was frozen a decade ago and that many workers wanted restored.

Contract talks had broken down this month, but the two sides negotiated the new offer in recent days with help from the Biden administration. Julie Su, the acting labor secretary, flew to Seattle to meet with both the company and the union.

An end to the strike would be good news for Boeing's many suppliers. Spirit AeroSystems, which makes the body of the 737 Max and has agreed to sell itself to Boeing, recently announced plans to furlough about 700 employees, starting next week, because of the strike. If the deal is approved, striking Boeing employees will have to return to work on Oct. 31, though they can choose to come back as early as this Friday, the union said.

Boeing is still reeling from a safety crisis that began when a panel blew off a 737 Max 9 during an Alaska Airlines flight in January. There were no major injuries, but the incident renewed concerns about the quality of Boeing's planes. The Federal Aviation Administration stepped up oversight of the company, limiting production of the Max. Boeing also added inspections and training and changed processes and procedures. The overhaul culminated in Mr. Ortberg's appointment.

In his remarks, Mr. Ortberg also stressed the importance of adopting a safety and quality plan designed in coordination with the F.A.A. in the aftermath of the Alaska Airlines incident.

He said that Boeing must improve its balance sheet to keep its investment grade credit rating, which could be in jeopardy if the strike went on much longer. The company has not posted an annual profit since 2018 and, this month, it reported $5 billion in new costs from several commercial and defense programs.

To turn the company around, Mr. Ortberg this month announced plans to cut Boeing's work force by about 10 percent, or 17,000 jobs. He said his restructuring would slash costs and improve plane production, telling employees that restoring the company "requires tough decisions." Boeing also recently disclosed plans to raise as much as $25 billion by selling debt or stock over the next three years.
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How a Dash Cam Revealed a Likely Car Insurance Fraud Scheme

A driver thought she was the victim of road rage until recorded videos showed what appeared to be a staged accident.

Video: 

Dash cam video shows a silver Honda abruptly stopping in front of Ashpia Natasha's Acura before reversing into it. Three passengers got out of the car and immediately started recording the aftermath of the crash. A fourth passenger got out of the Honda moments later and entered a red Kia that drove off.


By Remy Tumin



Oct 23, 2024 at 04:32 PM

Ashpia Natasha was heading to Long Island to run errands last Wednesday when a Honda Civic cut her off in the left lane on the Belt Parkway. She slammed on her brakes and came to a complete stop.

Seconds later, the Honda abruptly went into reverse, slamming into her Acura, and pulled forward again, a dash cam video shows. Could it have been road rage, Ms. Natasha wondered? But she hadn't passed anyone or had any issues.

The video then showed four people getting out of the silver car, holding their heads as though they had been injured and immediately taking out their phones to take pictures of Ms. Natasha's car.

"It all happened so fast," she said, thinking, "Maybe they're here to hurt me."

Now she and experts believe it was something else entirely: an attempt at insurance fraud. The incident is what the National Insurance Crime Bureau, an industry group that tracks insurance claims, called "a perfect example of an attempted insurance fraud scheme playing out in real time."

Ms. Natasha, 31, uploaded the dash cam videos to TikTok in a post that has been viewed more than 67 million times.

Ms. Natasha was not injured in the accident. Her car sustained $8,300 in damages, which insurance is paying for, she said. In a statement, the New York Police Department said the fraudulent collision investigation squad, part of the department's Criminal Enterprise Investigation Unit, was investigating the incident. It was not clear who the other car's occupants were or whether they had made a statement about the collision.

A 2019 law made it a felony in New York to stage a car crash for insurance purposes.

It wasn't until Ms. Natasha got home and reviewed the dash cam footage that she was able to put pieces together.

What happened?

When the occupants of the Honda got out of the car, they began "acting as if they didn't know what happened," Ms. Natasha said. They asked for her insurance information and she obliged.

When she told them her husband was coming to help her and was 15 minutes away, they told her they were in a rush, she said.  As she went to check whether her car was drivable (it was), the Honda passengers got in their car and drove off.

Ms. Natasha reviewed the dash cam video later and noticed a few new details. First, immediately after the crash, the passengers placed some kind of tarp in their rearview window to block Ms. Natasha's view. She believes a passenger was swapping seats with the driver.

The video then showed four people getting out of the car -- she had seen only three.

The dash cams, which were both in the front and the back of her car, showed a second car, a red Kia, tailing her closely and putting its hazard lights on just before the crash. The red car then pulled in front of the Honda just after the crash, and the fourth person got in the Kia and drove away.

Ms. Natasha said she posted the video to TikTok to spread awareness and maybe get some advice. She's still waiting for her car to be repaired.

A 'swoop and squat' and other staged car collisions.

The National Insurance Crime Bureau describes Ms. Natasha's case as a version of a "swoop and squat," in which two cars' drivers conspire to stage an accident and make it appear as though it is your fault.

But there are other types of staged accidents, including a "left or right turn drive down," in which a set of drivers wave a driver to make a turn, block their way and crash into the side of their car; and a "curb drive down," when a driver pulls away from a curb and merges into traffic, only to be deliberately crashed into.

In a statement, the trade group said that it was hard to measure how frequently these kinds of accidents occur, but that they were "aware that complex criminal rings are engaging in this behavior."

How can you protect yourself?

Alec Slatky, the managing director of public and government affairs for AAA Northeast, said dash cams were the best way of protecting yourself against fraud.

"There's only so much you can protect yourself against a driver who is determined to ram into you," he said.

The same safety rules of the road apply to these kinds of situations, he said: Try to leave as much space as possible around you and pull into a shoulder lane if you can. But in many cases, like Ms. Natasha's, that's easier said than done.

If you don't have a dash cam, use your cellphone camera to record any damage to the cars and the number of occupants in other vehicles.

The insurance bureau also recommends avoiding tailgating, and says to immediately call the police to an accident scene. Be aware of "runners" and "cappers," who suddenly appear at an accident scene to direct you to specific doctors or lawyers. Similarly, be wary of tow trucks that you or law enforcement did not call.
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Nicholas Kristof


Will This New U.S. Project Make the World's Children Smarter?

 Andrew Mangum



By Nicholas Kristof
Graphics by Gus Wezerek
Opinion Columnist


Oct 24, 2024 at 12:00 AM

First, a quiz:

1. What's a reason rooted in biology that young Americans today have higher I.Q.s on average than those of us who grew up in the 1970s or earlier?

2. What kills perhaps 1.5 million people or more each year around the world?

3. A new American initiative aims to save vast numbers of lives around the world and add millions of points to our collective I.Q. by reducing what?

The answer to all three questions has to do with a health crisis that most people are barely aware of: lead poisoning.

Lead is a neurotoxin, and the dangers aren't new. Benjamin Franklin warned in 1786 about the perils of drinking rainwater that had trickled off a lead roof.

But in a disgraceful chapter in American business history, companies found that lead additives made for pretty paint colors and smooth engine performance, so in their greed they resisted regulation.

"Lead helps to guard your health," one paint company declared. So vast numbers of children were poisoned, and even today, half a million American children still suffer elevated lead levels, threatening their brain development, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

It's a triumph of public health that the number isn't even higher. The United States gradually banned leaded gasoline between 1975 and 1996, and researchers believe that the result is that young people gained four to six I.Q. points compared to those poor souls like me who grew up in the age of leaded gas.

The worst affected were those born between 1966 and 1970, and one study found that overall, leaded gas cost Americans a total of 824 million I.Q. points.

Since the 1980s, the share of American children with elevated lead levels has plunged.


Lead doesn't just dull brains. It's also associated with violent and uncontrolled behavior. One theory is that a factor in the decline in crime since the 1990s was lower lead exposures.

Most lead poisoning in the United States comes from old paint, but tainted water from lead pipes is also a problem. So bravo to President Biden for establishing new regulations this month to replace lead pipes in the United States within a decade.

"Families like yours exposed to lead poisoning in our water, they deserve a hell of a lot better than they've been getting," Biden told a Wisconsin parent as he unveiled the new policy.

Biden also took a little noticed international step that may be even more historic: The administration last month announced a major global initiative to tackle lead poisoning in poor and middle-income countries where lead is an even greater problem than in the rich world.

We don't have solid data from poor nations, but it appears that roughly half of children in those countries suffer from elevated lead. What's more, lead exposures at high levels can cause cardiovascular damage and other health problems, leading to an estimated 1.5 million deaths annually among adults, according to the World Health Organization (or more than 5 million annually, according to World Bank experts). Even the lower figure would be more than the number of people dying from AIDS and malaria combined.


Yet less than $15 million a year has gone to lead poisoning in poor countries, a pittance in global terms. The new Biden initiative cobbles together about $150 million, much of it from philanthropy, and perhaps more important it marks an effort to take lead poisoning far more seriously.

"I don't think that I have seen an issue in my career where we can do as much good with as few resources for as many people," Samantha Power, the head of the U.S. Agency for International Development, told me.

Richard Fuller, president of Pure Earth, a nonprofit that for 25 years has been fighting heroically to get attention to lead poisoning, sounded dazed and thrilled when I spoke to him about the Biden initiative. "It's terrific," he said. "I think it's opening the floodgates."

"We have hundreds of millions of children around the world, especially in low- and middle-income countries, who have reduced intelligence because of lead poisoning," Fuller said.

These can be hard things to talk about without seeming to cast aspersions. But talk about it we must: One estimate suggests that cognitive impairments from lead account for more than one-fifth of the education gap between the rich world and the poor world.

The American effort, which is proceeding with UNICEF and other organizations, aims in part to build awareness and help countries address the dangers. Power said that in 50 of the 81 countries where the aid agency has a mission, there is no regulation of lead paint.

Likewise, lead is often used around the world in cosmetics, spices and cookware. Lead is sometimes added to turmeric, for example, to make it more yellow and appealing. Sometimes these products reach the United States. Fuller had an intern buy eyeliners that were marketed on TikTok; he said that testing found that one-third were contaminated by lead.

Perhaps even more alarming, aluminum pans in many countries contain lead, as do glazes on ceramic dishes used to serve food. Fuller believes this may be a major source of lead poisoning abroad. And in poor countries, car batteries are often recycled in backyard shops where workers can suffer very high levels of lead poisoning.

So pans, ceramics and other products need to be tested, manufacturers told to stop using lead and consumers advised on the risks. This is challenging but doable. With United Nations help, all nations have already removed lead from automobile gas (Algeria was the last country to do so, in 2021).

Understanding of the risks has steadily grown. Dr. Philip Landrigan, a leader in the fight against lead, told me that when he was a pediatric resident in Boston in 1968, lead was considered a problem for children only if it exceeded a staggering level of 60 micrograms per deciliter. Now the accepted marker is 3.5, and experts emphasize that no level of lead in blood is safe.

I've been writing about lead poisoning for many years, and it has always been frustrating that so little has been done to deal with this issue. The Biden initiatives at home and abroad may mark a turning point.

So in this perilous and tumultuous time, we have something to celebrate: With American leadership, we're making the world a little safer for children's brains.

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@nytimes.com.

Follow the New York Times Opinion section on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, WhatsApp, X and Threads.
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Guest Essay


Bad News: We've Lost Control of Our Social Media Feeds. Good News: Courts Are Noticing.

 Sam Whitney/The New York Times



By Julia Angwin
Ms. Angwin is a contributing Opinion writer and an investigative journalist.


Oct 21, 2024 at 10:03 AM

During a recent rebranding tour, the Meta chief Mark Zuckerberg, sporting Gen Z-approved tousled hair, streetwear and a gold chain, let the truth slip: Consumers no longer control their social-media feeds. Meta's algorithm, he boasted, has improved to the point that it is showing users "a lot of stuff" not posted by people they had connected with and he sees a future in which feeds show you "content that's generated by an A.I. system."

Spare me. There's nothing I want less than a bunch of memes of Jesus-as-a-shrimp, pie-eating cartoon cats and other A.I. slop added to all the clickbait already clogging my feed. But there is a silver lining: Our legal system is starting to recognize this shift and hold tech giants responsible for the effects of their algorithms -- a significant, and even possibly transformative, development that over the next few years could finally force social media platforms to be answerable for the societal consequences of their choices.

Let's back up and start with the problem. Section 230, a snippet of law embedded in the 1996 Communications Decency Act, was initially intended to protect tech companies from defamation claims related to posts made by users. That protection made sense in the early days of social media, when we largely chose the content we saw, based on whom we "friended" on sites such as Facebook. Since we selected those relationships, it was relatively easy for the companies to argue they should not be blamed if your Uncle Bob insulted your strawberry pie on Instagram.

Then, of course, things got a little darker. Not everything Uncle Bob shared was accurate, and the platforms' algorithms prioritized outrageous, provocative content from anyone with internet access over more neutral, fact-based reporting. Despite this, the tech companies' lawyers continued to successfully argue that they were not responsible for the content shared on their platforms -- no matter how misleading or dangerous.

Section 230 now has been used to shield tech from consequences for facilitating deadly drug sales, sexual harassment, illegal arms sales and human trafficking. And in the meantime, the companies grew to be some of the most valuable in the world.

Then came TikTok. After the wild popularity of TikTok's "For You" algorithm, which selects bite-size videos to be fed to the passive viewer, social networks are increasingly having us watch whatever content their algorithms have chosen, often pushing to the sidelines the posts of accounts we had actually chosen to follow.

As annoying as this development has been, it could be beneficial in the fight to gain more control of our online lives. If tech platforms are actively shaping our experiences, after all, maybe they should be held liable for creating experiences that damage our bodies, our children, our communities and our democracy.

In August, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit ruled that TikTok was not immune to a legal challenge regarding its algorithm, which disseminated dangerous videos promoting a "blackout challenge" showing people strangling themselves until they passed out. TikTok delivered a video of the challenge to a 10-year-old girl named Nylah Anderson, who tried to emulate it and killed herself.

Placing the video on Nylah's feed "was TikTok's own 'expressive activity,' and thus its first-party speech," Judge Patty Shwartz wrote. The judge, writing for a three-judge panel, rejected the company's defense that the video was made by a third party and thus protected by Section 230. (TikTok has petitioned the Third Circuit to rehear its case with a broader panel of judges.)

In a similar vein, the Superior Court of the District of Columbia ruled last month that Meta could not use Section 230 as a shield against a lawsuit by the district's attorney general alleging, among other things, that the company's "personalization algorithms" were designed to be addictive for children, as are other harmful features such as infinite scroll and frequent alerts. There are additional pending cases across the globe alleging tech-company culpability for the distribution of nonconsensual A.I.-generated nude images, hate speech and scams.

The issue is likely to end up at the Supreme Court. In July, the justices returned two challenges to state laws that restrict the power of social media companies to moderate content to lower courts, without addressing the implications for Section 230. Justice Clarence Thomas, though, has repeatedly signaled that he is eager for a chance to whittle away at Section 230's protections.

If the court holds platforms liable for their algorithmic amplifications, it could prompt them to limit the distribution of noxious content such as nonconsensual nude images and dangerous lies intended to incite violence. It could force companies, including TikTok, to ensure they are not algorithmically promoting harmful or discriminatory products. And, to be fair, it could also lead to some overreach in the other direction, with platforms having a greater incentive to censor speech.

My hope is that the erection of new legal guardrails would create incentives to build platforms that give control back to users. It could be a win-win: We get to decide what we see, and they get to limit their liability.

In the meantime, there are alternatives. I've already moved most of my social networking to Bluesky, a platform that allows me to manage my content moderation settings. I also subscribe to several other feeds -- including one that provides news from verified news organizations and another that shows me what posts are popular with my friends.

Of course, controlling our own feeds is a bit more work than passive viewing. But it's also educational. It requires us to be intentional about what we are looking for -- just as we decide which channel to watch or which publication to subscribe to.

This brings me to a very different kind of lawsuit. A professor at the University of Massachusetts in Amherst named Ethan Zuckerman is suing Meta, arguing that Section 230 gives him the right to release a tool that helps Facebook users to control their feeds.

I hope he succeeds. Giving power back to the users would not only be good for us as citizens, and it would also test the tech companies' longstanding argument that the problems with social media is what we are doing to ourselves -- not what they are doing to us.

Source photographs by PeopleImages and Antonio_Diaz/Getty Images.
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Charles M. Blow


Why Trump's Closing Argument Is Full of 'Locker Room Talk'

Donald Trump speaks at a rally in Latrobe, Pa., Arnold Palmer's hometown. Damon Winter/The New York Times



By Charles M. Blow
Opinion Columnist


Oct 24, 2024 at 12:00 AM

Near the end of the 2016 presidential campaign, the world learned about the "Access Hollywood" tape in which Donald Trump bragged about groping women.

Days later, he apologized for those comments but dismissed them as "locker room talk."

Not today: Instead of defensively downplaying his vulgarity, he has leaned into it. Instead of worrying that his loutish behavior might alienate women, he's embracing it.

He's not trying to close the gender gap among voters, particularly younger voters; he wants to exploit it. Locker room politics are the basis of his closing argument.

For months, Trump has been engaged in a foulmouthed assault on Vice President Kamala Harris, reposting lewd comments about her on social media, reportedly referring to her with an expletive behind closed doors and demeaning her as "stupid."

Last week at a rally, he said, "We can't stand you, you're a shit vice president," shortly after sharing an admiring anecdote about the size of the late golfer Arnold Palmer's penis.

We've heard this kind of talk from Trump before. In 2016, responding to a dig from Marco Rubio, he said, "He referred to my hands: 'If they're small, something else must be small.' I guarantee you there's no problem."

This all speaks to a toxic masculinity in which the definition of what it means to be a man is reduced to the size of a sex organ. There's an almost Neanderthal quality to it, a primal call to what Trump seems to perceive as the base nature of men.

All the threads of his message invoke this sentiment: from his doomsaying about America's future to his accusation that "Kamala's agenda is they/them, not you" and his ever more caustic anti-immigrant language that focuses on white, female victims of brown, male perpetrators.

In 2015, when Trump said, "When Mexico sends its people, they're not sending their best. They're not sending you," and ended with, "They're rapists," it was one stanza in a long speech. Now? That theme is core to his political pitch.

The language he uses with increasing frequency and vitriol is meant to trigger the defender impulse in men. It's "The Birth of a Nation," but instead of native-born Black men being the scary other, it's men from the Caribbean, Mexico, and Central and South America. It's a way of valorizing the instinct to punish immigrants, whether it be through a Muslim travel ban, family separations or possibly rounding up millions of people for deportation.

To my ear, Trump is telling men that voting for him is the only way to validate their manliness. His calls to defend women, unborn children and cisgender female athletes are his way of drafting men into his legions.

Those calls seem to be connecting with the men who feel that their societal dominance is slipping. Women have now exceeded men in educational attainment, nearly two-thirds of Americans say same-sex relationships are "morally acceptable," and among younger Americans, fewer women than men say they want to become parents. Career paths that were once all but closed to women and people of color now require white men to compete with everyone else.

Great replacement theory -- the idea that shadowy "elites" are orchestrating a demographic shift in America that dethrones straight, white Christian men -- has gained traction.

Trump isn't delivering his message in such explicit terms. And though it's pretty clear he's playing to white men's anxieties, there are universal male anxieties about economic security and displacement that even minority men have connected to, in spite of Trump's racial overtones. (And yes, some women respond to Trump's appeal; in a recent interview, a Black woman who supports Trump told MSNBC's Alex Wagner that she wants a "manly" president.)

I think of all of this as the John Wayne replacement theory: the cultural convulsion in our society over the gradual unseating of the unreconstructed straight, usually white, male individualist and the building of a more pluralistic view of the country, inclusive of a multiplicity of genders, races and sexual identities.

For a long time, the John Wayne ethos prevailed. He was a cowboy icon and a rock-ribbed Republican. He was seen as the epitome of the American man, his racist beliefs notwithstanding -- consider what Wayne said in a 1971 Playboy magazine interview:

With a lot of Blacks, there's quite a bit of resentment along with their dissent, and possibly rightfully so. But we can't all of a sudden get down on our knees and turn everything over to the leadership of the Blacks. I believe in white supremacy until the Blacks are educated to a point of responsibility. I don't believe in giving authority and positions of leadership and judgment to irresponsible people.


But white supremacy was as American as baseball, and that declaration was consistent with Wayne's image and his prominence.

Though he doesn't overtly express that type of sentiment, I hear it in Trump's MAGA sloganeering. It's the "again" in "make America great again" that gives him away.

Trump, by all appearances, isn't just a toxic man's toxic man. He wants to be seen that way -- his version of a shirtless Vladimir Putin. He's betting that his road back to the White House runs through a haze of testosterone. He's summoning it with language that is rarely given voice in the company of the women he swears he loves but constantly diminishes.

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@nytimes.com.
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Why a Harris Victory Isn't a Sure Thing

Oct 23, 2024 at 04:49 PM


 Ioulex for The New York Times


To the Editor:

Re "Why Isn't Harris Running Away With This?," by David Brooks (column, Oct. 18):

The principal answer to Mr. Brooks's question is obvious, and it combines two issues: race and gender. Just one of these factors -- in a society where racism and sexism are still very much around -- would weigh on a candidacy. But few people who feel that way will actually admit to it, so their feelings are unlikely to be revealed in pre-election polls.

The Democrats might have been able to dodge that bullet if Kamala Harris were still running for the second slot, but since it's now the top one that she's competing for, negative perceptions of race and gender -- unfair as they certainly are -- matter.

Hillary Clinton faced a gender challenge in 2016, and it surely played some role in her defeat. Ms. Harris has that one -- and she has race too.

I speak as a white man who believes she will make an outstanding president.

Robin Anthony Elliott
Yonkers, N.Y.

To the Editor:

It's intriguing that David Brooks discusses political parties as religious organizations and priesthoods, but nowhere mentions Republican gerrymandering or the winner-take-all practice of awarding Electoral College votes.

Were it not for those factors, Kamala Harris would be winning -- as Al Gore and Hillary Clinton would have won.

Ann Manheimer
El Cerrito, Calif.

To the Editor:

David Brooks's assertion that "each party's metaphysic seems to grow more rigid and impermeable as time goes by" is a tutorial in false equivalence.

Since 1980, one major party has maintained that "government is the problem," inciting fear and resentment of changing social trends and preventing the country from addressing both domestic and worldwide challenges, resulting in our staggering wealth gap and inevitable social unrest.

In response, the opposition party has moved to the center, embracing policies that actually serve those in need on both sides of the political divide and earning a tide of opposition, ridicule and demonization in return.

Our parties have spent more that 40 years moving in opposite directions, one basking in a glorious but mythical past and one confronting the messy reality of the modern world, hardly the both-sides-are-stuck picture painted by Mr. Brooks.

Eric R. Carey
Arlington, Va.

To the Editor:

Re "How Harris Can Finish Strong," by David Brooks (column, Oct. 11):

Mr. Brooks writes: "I thought it would be interesting to see what the experts say -- to see how screenwriters, dramatists and novelists build momentum so that audiences are gripped by their work all the way through. Maybe these writers have some wisdom on how Harris can finish strong."

Times change. Elections are different. If Kamala Harris's specific goal is to demonstrate that she has sane, good judgment and that she is running to prevent the country from a catastrophe, that's enough for me. I don't need to see the "ruling passion of her soul."

Less drama, more real politics. The politics of prevention at this moment is good enough and should be for the choice we find ourselves facing. We're not writing a screenplay here.

Mary Berman
Andover, Mass.

Trump's Disjointed Speeches

 Jordan Gale for The New York Times


To the Editor:

Re "Trump's Rambling Speeches Focus His Critics and Concern His Allies" (news article, Oct. 18):

Donald Trump claims that his words create a "weave." For this listener he creates a vertigo soup of assertions with an inability to grasp reality. He clutches at any subject to stay upright.

Kathryn Kleekamp
Sandwich, Mass.

To the Editor:

So now Donald Trump can add to his other accomplishments the introduction of the use of stream of consciousness in political discourse.

Samuel Reifler
Rhinebeck, N.Y.

Don't Execute an Inmate Who Has Autism

Robert Roberson, photographed in 2023 at a state prison in Livingston, Texas. Ilana Panich-Linsman/Agence France-Presse, via Innocence Project


To the Editor:

Re "Texas House Postpones Testimony of Inmate Facing Execution in Shaken Baby Case" (news article, Oct. 22):

On behalf of Robert Roberson, a possibly innocent man with autism who faced execution on Oct. 17, the Autism Society of America and the Autism Society of Texas urge Texas officials to grant him clemency. Mr. Roberson's case represents a glaring miscarriage of justice, exacerbated by a profound misunderstanding of autism and its impact on behavior.

The legal system and medical community failed to adequately consider how autism affects social and emotional responses, leading to a fundamentally flawed trial and sentencing.

Autistic individuals often process and express emotions in unique ways that can be easily misinterpreted, as happened in Mr. Roberson's case. Such misunderstandings should not mean the difference between life and death.

The situation is even more alarming given that the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals recently granted relief in another case based on shaken baby syndrome that is strikingly similar to Mr. Roberson's.

Executing a possibly innocent autistic man would be a permanent stain on Texas's justice system and society as whole.

We implore Gov. Greg Abbott, the Texas Board of Pardons and Paroles, and all responsible officials to consider the new evidence, recognize the deep flaws in Mr. Roberson's trial, acknowledge the recent statements from the arresting officer, who has expressed deep regret over his actions, and act now to prevent a grave and irreversible injustice.

Time is running out, and we must ensure that justice is served with compassion and understanding.

Christopher Banks
Rockville, Md.
The writer is president and C.E.O. of the Autism Society of America.

The Mess in the Eric Adams Administration

 James Estrin/The New York Times


To the Editor:

Re "City Hall Is in Crisis. Who's Running New York?" (news article, Oct. 18):

Who is running New York City now that Mayor Eric Adams and his loyalists have been compromised by criminal investigations and indictments? Women. Four experienced and highly respected women will now "largely oversee City Hall's key administrative responsibilities" after the recent resignations in Mr. Adams's administration.

Meanwhile, Mr. Adams will continue his ridiculous game of swagger and self-aggrandizement. Swagger, by the way, is just another way to say obnoxious masculine bluster, and it's high time that we stop rewarding that quality in politicians.

I am happy to know that City Hall is now in competent hands behind the scenes. I would be happier if Mr. Adams were even half as serious about the work as the women he has now appointed to clean up his mess, and happier still if he left office altogether and took his swagger with him.

Pamela J. Griffith
Brooklyn

Mistreatment of Women

Gigi Hadid opened the Victoria's Secret fashion show. Landon Nordeman for The New York Times


To the Editor:

Re "The Victoria's Secret Fashion Show Returns. It Shouldn't," by Vanessa Friedman (Critic's Notebook, Sunday Styles, Oct. 20):

Ms. Friedman is right. And, it's almost 2025. That she should have had to write this article at all is astounding.

Until people wake up to the connection between fantasized images of women used to sell products and how real women -- and girls -- are treated on a global scale, there will always be articles like this one printed next to those about female genital mutilation, child marriage, sex trafficking, rape, denial of reproductive health and education, access to equal work and pay, and the countless other ways in which around half the world's population is subjugated.

That's no fantasy.

Kate Rose
Houston




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/23/opinion/kamala-harris-donald-trump.html
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A U.S. Farming Giant Gets a Message 11 Stories Tall

Using natural materials from environmental disasters around the country, a Brazilian activist sends a message to a U.S. farming giant.

A building in downtown Sao Paulo, Brazil, was painted with a 15,000-square-foot mural of an Indigenous leader, Alessandra Korap.



By Seth Kugel
Photographs by Victor Moriyama
Reporting from Sao Paulo, Brazil.


Oct 23, 2024 at 10:08 AM

Two weeks ago, on a rooftop 11 stories above Sao Paulo, a popular Brazilian street artist, Mundano, sat on an overturned bucket, mixing water, varnish and ash collected from fires that had ripped through a Brazilian rainforest to create a palette of gray tones.

Over the ledge awaited a newly whitewashed, 15,000-square-foot wall of an elegant apartment building in plain view of the buses and cars heading down a main artery leading to the city center.

 

That evening, he and five assistant artists would start painting a massive mural of an Indigenous leader, Alessandra Korap, in a scorched Amazonian landscape, holding up a sign urging Cargill, the Minnesota-based agricultural giant, to rid its supply chain of crops grown on recently deforested land.

The project is a collaboration with the conservation nonprofit Stand.Earth, which is funding the mural as part of a campaign targeting Cargill.

The final result was officially unveiled on Wednesday, though it is hardly a secret to the supermarket shoppers, passers-by and those who work in the small shops that surround a parking lot below the mural.

"I'm already tired and we haven't started yet," said Mundano, whose (rarely mentioned) first name is Thiago.

Mundano, a street artist, mixing water, varnish and ash collected from fires that had ripped through a Brazilian rainforest to create a palette of gray tones.


The mural is near a main street leading into the center of Sao Paulo.


Over long days and some nights, Mundano and his assistants worked from eight suspended scaffolds (like the ones window-washers use).

They used paints made with ash from fires in the Atlantic Rainforest in Brazil, mud from floods that destroyed swaths of the southern Brazilian state of Rio Grande do Sul, charcoal from charred Amazonian trees and clay from drought-plagued river basins across the country.

"I'm connecting the droughts and the floods and the fires because it's all linked," said Mundano, who claims this will be Brazil's largest mural painted with only natural materials (plus a water-based acrylic varnish), a style that has become his trademark.

The final step was to fill in the six-story-high sign held in the mural by Ms. Korap, a member of the Munduruku tribe who was raised in Para state. It reads: "Stop the destruction" in English and Portuguese, with the hashtag #KeepYourPromise.

The "promise" refers to a pledge Cargill made in November 2023, setting 2025 as a deadline "to eliminate deforestation and land conversion from its direct and indirect supply chain" of soy and other crops in Brazil, Argentina and Uruguay. Cargill is one of the largest exporters of Brazilian soy.

Mundano, left, and his assistant analyzing the color details of the mural against a photo of Ms. Korap.


Artists made their paints using ash from burned Amazon forests, mud from floods, charcoal from charred trees and clay from drought-plagued river basins in Brazil.


"I want to show an image of our struggle, of this fearless warrior woman," said Ms. Korap, who was one of six winners of the prestigious Goldman Environmental Prize in 2023. "It says we're alive, we're fighting every single day."

In an April report, Stand.Earth cited 18 companies with "confirmed or suspected links" to Cargill that have deforested or converted wild land to soy production. The environmental advocacy group covered the mural's cost, around $80,000, according to Mathew Jacobson, the Cargill campaign's director.

In a statement, Cargill said it was "on track to deliver" on its commitment "to eliminate deforestation in soy supply chains'' in the region.

It also accused Stand.Earth of misrepresenting Cargill's work.

Of the companies listed in the April report, Cargill said, two are not in its supply chain, three have been removed and four have not done business with Cargill for years. Cargill said it had investigated the others and cleared them of using deforested land for crops.

Earlier this week, Mundano and his crew methodically painted, filmed and then used brooms and water-filled fire extinguishers to erase 21 versions of the sign calling out members of the billionaire Cargill-MacMillan family, who together control the company.

Mundano using water to erase signs calling out members of the Cargill-MacMillan family.


Brooms also were used to erase the names. 


The versions were based on paintings made by members of the Munduruku community at a workshop Mundano held with Ms. Korap in July. They will be delivered by Mr. Jacobson to the Cargill families' homes in the United States.

"We see them as the leaders and the driving force of the industry that's most responsible for the destruction of the forests and other landscapes as well," Mr. Jacobson said, noting that Cargill's private ownership avoids accountability to shareholders.

"Because of the amount of resources the owners have, the idea of putting in place systems to monitor those things is incumbent on them,'' he added, "instead of continuing to profit from the destruction."

Cargill more than doubled its profit in Brazil from 2022 to 2023, the company reported in April.

The campaign is also targeting a long-planned and much-delayed 580-mile railway known as the Ferrograo, or Grain Rail, which is meant to make it easier to transport agricultural and mining products to the Amazonian river port of Miritituba.

Parts of the planned route of the privately financed government project slice through protected lands.

Cargill said it was "not part of the consortium that was formed to build'' the railway, but said that increasing transportation capacity while protecting the environment was vital to feeding the world.

The artist known as Hulk, left, and Mundano checking out the progress of the painting.


Daniel Wera smoking a petyngua, a ceremonial pipe, before starting work.


By last week, the artists at the mural site had their routines down. An artist known as Hullk (whose real name is Andre Franca), a native of Manaus, a city in Amazonas State, grated dried guarana fruit into water to make a natural stimulant commonly used in his region.

Daniel Wera, smoked a petyngua, a ceremonial pipe used by the Guarani people he has worked with in the Sao Paulo region. "I use it so I don't forget why I'm here," he said. "I'm here to represent the forest."

Two sheets of paper displayed over 20 earth and ash tones and their "recipes." Mundano sat on a varnish bucket, grating clay collected from a drought-stricken region near Ms. Korap's home in Para state.. The resulting shade would be used for the traces of smoke floating by trees in the mural's background.

"Is there any Atlantic rainforest left?" said another artist, Andre Firmiano, referring not to the fast-disappearing Brazilian ecosystem but to the dark gray tone used to outline the trees.

"No," someone said.

"So let's make some more."

Later, Mr. Wera and Mr. Hullk hung from one of the eight scaffolds, adding detail to the feathers that make up Ms. Korap's towering tiara, checking their work against a laminated photo of her.

Mundano and his assistants worked from eight suspended scaffolds.


"I'm connecting the droughts and the floods and the fires because it's all linked," Mundano said.


Down below, shoppers and workers regularly looked up, curious and mostly admiring.

"This mural was a gift," said Frankie Medici, 46, who runs the XBull Grill burger stand next to the lot  and had grown accustomed to the drab gray paint that preceded the mural.

"Customers have taken so many photos and wondering what's going in the sign,'' he said. "It will be a jab at someone, at the very least."

A few shoppers made pointed jokes, wondering if taxpayer money was financing the art (it was not) and whether the warning to "stop the destruction" was directed at Brazil's leftist president, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva. (It wasn't). 

Ms. Korap planned to visit Sao Paulo next month and view the mural, and has posted drone footage of the in-progress artwork on Instagram.

"Whether we are rich or poor, whether we live in the forest or in the city," she said, "if we don't protect our Mother Earth, we will all crumble."

During the project, shoppers and workers regularly looked up, curious and mostly admiring it.
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Israel Bombs Lebanese City as Blinken Hints at New Ideas for Gaza Cease-Fire

The Israeli military struck targets in the port city of Tyre on Wednesday, the latest phase of a bombardment campaign against the militant group Hezbollah.

Israel attacked the ancient Lebanese port city of Tyre on Wednesday after issuing its broadest evacuation order there so far. Aziz Taher/Reuters



By Euan Ward, Michael Crowley, Aaron Boxerman and Thomas Fuller
Euan Ward reported from Beirut, Lebanon; Michael Crowley from Tel Aviv and Riyadh, Saudi Arabia; and Aaron Boxerman from Jerusalem.


Oct 24, 2024 at 12:00 AM

Israel attacked the ancient port city of Tyre in Lebanon on Wednesday after issuing its broadest evacuation order there so far, pressing on with its bombing campaign against Hezbollah even as Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken toured the region in pursuit of a diplomatic solution to the escalating conflict.

The airstrikes in Tyre, which wounded at least 16 people, according to Lebanon's health ministry, came hours after Israel's military warned civilians in a large portion of the southern city to move about 25 miles north. The evacuation area covered a densely populated stretch of the city, which was until recently a hub for people fleeing other parts of southern Lebanon. The extent of the damage was not immediately clear.

Mr. Blinken, who was in Israel on Wednesday morning before traveling to Saudi Arabia, got a personal but limited view of the deadly conflicts racking the region when Hezbollah launched missiles that forced him and other guests at the David Kempinski Hotel in Tel Aviv into shelter rooms.

Just before leaving Tel Aviv on Wednesday, the secretary of state seemed to signal that the Biden administration was open to the possibility of approaches to stop the fighting between Israel and Hamas in the Gaza Strip, which American officials see as one of the keys to an overall de-escalation in the region.

Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken, left, met with Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, center, in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, on Wednesday. Pool photo by Nathan Howard


In a departure from his usual talking points on Gaza cease-fire proposals, Mr. Blinken said that the United States was "looking at new frameworks and formulations as a possibility." He did not provide details, but a senior U.S. official said he was referring to the possibility that Israel might be willing to pause its Gaza offensive briefly in return for the return of a small number of hostages.

According to Israeli officials, Israel has recently discussed with Egypt -- which has acted as an intermediary because Israel and Hamas do not speak directly to each other -- the possibility of a short cease-fire, lasting roughly a week and a half, in exchange for the release of some of the 101 hostages held in Gaza by Hamas or its allies, many of whom are presumed dead.

That would be a shift from the plan that has been on the table for months, which laid out a path to free all the hostages in exchange for the release of thousands of Palestinian prisoners held in Israel and an Israeli commitment to end the war.

U.S. officials hope to test whether Hamas is more open to negotiations after the killing last week of its leader, Yahya Sinwar, whom Mr. Blinken on Wednesday described as "the primary obstacle" to a larger agreement.

It is unclear whether such an approach is any more likely to succeed than past ones. Hamas has said it will not release any more hostages without an Israeli commitment to end the war, and its surviving leaders have signaled no softening of their position since the death of Mr. Sinwar.

A poster of Hassan Nasrallah, the late Hezbollah leader, by a damaged building after an Israeli attack on Tyre on Wednesday. EPA, via Shutterstock


Hezbollah, a powerful armed militant force backed by Iran, says it is fighting in solidarity with Hamas and has been firing rockets from southern Lebanon into Israel for the past year; it has vowed to keep fighting as long as the war in Gaza continues. The conflict between Israel and Hezbollah escalated with Israel's recent ground invasion into southern Lebanon and increased bombardments that together have killed thousands of Lebanese and displaced around a fifth of the population.

Israeli leaders, in turn, have insisted that they must eliminate any threat posed by Hezbollah and Hamas, which also receives support from Iran.

Mr. Blinken met on Tuesday with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and other Israeli leaders, and on Wednesday with Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, the de facto ruler of Saudi Arabia.

On Wednesday, the Israeli military said it was targeting Hezbollah command centers in Tyre and accused the group of embedding in civilian areas.

The Israeli military has also repeatedly asserted over the past few days that Hezbollah had stashed hundreds of millions of dollars in a command center beneath al-Sahel hospital in the southern suburbs of Beirut.

Defense Secretary Lloyd J. Austin III said on Wednesday that Washington had not seen information supporting Israeli claims that Hezbollah had set up a bunker complex under the hospital.

Mr. Austin told reporters at a news conference in Italy, "We'll continue to collaborate with our Israeli counterparts to gain better fidelity on exactly what they're looking at."

Weeks of Israeli airstrikes across Lebanon have inflicted a major blow against Hezbollah, killing Hassan Nasrallah, the group's longstanding leader; Hashem Safieddine, his presumed successor, whose death was confirmed by Hezbollah on Wednesday; and other leading figures in the group.

Israel previously targeted Tyre with airstrikes, but this was the first time it had called for evacuations in such a large portion of the city. Aziz Taher/Reuters


Israel previously targeted Tyre with airstrikes, but this was the first time it had called for evacuations in such a large portion of the city. The warning, posted on social media on Wednesday, covered an area equivalent to several city blocks.

Tyre is one of the oldest continuously inhabited cities in the world. It is home to Roman ruins that attract international tourists and have been designated a World Heritage Site by UNESCO. The city had about 125,000 residents before the war, but many have fled in recent weeks amid Israel's offensive against Hezbollah.

Only about 15,000 people remained in Tyre when the Israeli military issued the evacuation warning, according to Mortada Mhanna, head of Tyre's disaster management unit. Many of those who were still in the evacuation zone on Wednesday morning fled to Tyre's Christian quarter or to the city's shoreline, believing they would be safer there, he said.

Emergency services workers had spent the morning driving through the city's streets with loudspeakers in an attempt to warn civilians of impending bombardment. Hours later, the Israeli military began to target the area, sending huge clouds of smoke towering above the city.

Lebanon's culture ministry condemned the attacks in Tyre in a statement and called on UNESCO to intervene to protect the archaeological sites.

Gabby Sobelman, Victoria Kim and Eric Schmitt contributed reporting.
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Why Is Israel Poised to Attack Iran?

The two countries have been fighting a shadow war for years. But direct attacks are bringing direct reprisals, or at least plans for them.

The remains of a building in Hod Hasharon, Israel, that was hit by Iran's missile attack this month. Avishag Shaar-Yashuv for The New York Times



By Matthew Mpoke Bigg



Oct 23, 2024 at 12:00 PM

For decades, Iran and Israel have fought a shadow war. This year, their conflict has burst into the open.

Israel's military is now preparing for a military strike on Iran -- a retaliation for Iran's launching about 180 ballistic missiles at Israel on Oct. 1.

Israel's defense minister, Yoav Gallant, has said his country's counterattack will be "deadly, precise and above all, surprising."

The strike, if and when it comes, could widen a regional conflict that erupted with a deadly attack on Israel on Oct. 7 last year by the Palestinian militant group Hamas.

Here's a look at everything we know about the potential Israeli military action against Iran, and the events that have brought the countries to this point.


When will the strikes take place?

We don't know.

During an earlier exchange of airstrikes in April, Israel waited only about five days to respond to a similar Iranian attack.

But various factors may have dictated a longer lead-up to a response this time, including talks between Israel and the Biden administration, the arrival of a U.S. air defense system and the Jewish holidays. The coming U.S. election could also have an impact on Israeli timing.

Two classified U.S. intelligence documents that were leaked last week describe satellite images of Israeli military preparations for a potential strike on Iran and offer an insight into American concern about those plans. One document described recent exercises that appeared to rehearse elements of a strike, while the second details how Israel is shifting the placement of its missiles and weapons in case Iran responds with another strike. (The F.B.I. said on Tuesday it was investigating the document leak.)

What are the potential Israeli targets?

Analysts say there are several categories of targets. Israel could try to balance its strategic goals after severely weakening Iran's proxy forces -- Hezbollah in Lebanon and Hamas in Gaza -- with concerns from its allies, particularly the United States, that a new attack could set off a wider regional war.

The Israeli government has told the Biden administration that it will avoid striking Iran's nuclear enrichment and oil production sites, two officials said. The officials, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive diplomacy, said that Israel had agreed to focus its attack on military targets in Iran.

Avoiding nuclear or oil infrastructure sites would reduce the likelihood of an all-out war between the two adversaries, amid concerns in Washington over being dragged into a bigger Middle East confrontation with the presidential election less than two weeks away.

What are Israel's military capabilities?

If Israel wants to use its powerful air force to retaliate, its planes would have to fly long distances. But it has recently shown that it could do so.

In assaults against the Houthis in Yemen at the end of September, Israeli forces flew more than a thousand miles to attack power plants and shipping infrastructure, using reconnaissance aircraft and dozens of fighter jets that had to be refueled in midflight. An attack on Iran would require similar range.


Iran has much stronger air defenses than Lebanon and Yemen, but Israel has showed that it may have an edge.

In April, in retaliation for Iran's first missile barrage, an Israeli airstrike damaged an S-300 antiaircraft system near Natanz, a city in central Iran critical to the country's nuclear weapons program. Western and Iranian officials said that Israel had deployed aerial drones and at least one missile fired from a warplane in that attack.

That strike showed that Israel could bypass Iran's defensive systems and paralyze them.

"I think it's likely they'll mimic the April operation and try to take out Iran's early warning systems and air defenses to make way for an air attack," Grant Rumley, a former Pentagon official and a senior fellow at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy, said in an earlier interview. "The question will be how extensive and whether they'll go into Iranian airspace."

According to the Center for Strategic and International Studies, a Washington think tank, Israel also has other options: Jericho 2 medium-range ballistic missiles that can fly about 2,000 miles and Jericho 3 intermediate-range ballistic missiles that can reach targets more than 4,000 miles away.

What is the U.S. government's stance?

President Biden said this month he would not support an attack on Iran's nuclear sites.

Mr. Biden replied in the affirmative last week when asked whether he knew when Israel would strike, and what kind of targets it had chosen. He gave no details, but his response implied that the United States and Israel may have reached an agreement on the matter. Antony J. Blinken, the secretary of state, held a lengthy meeting with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel on Tuesday.

Some analysts argue that the looming U.S. presidential election makes it harder for the United States to influence and potentially limit any possible Israeli action. They say that the fact that Mr. Biden is not seeking a second term could also weaken his hand in terms of influencing Israeli action.

How have Israel and Iran arrived at this point?

A gathering in Tehran, Iran's capital, in July after the political leader of Hamas, Ismail Haniyeh, was assassinated in the country. Arash Khamooshi for The New York Times


For decades, Iran and Israel engaged in what amounted to a secret war. Iran has used proxy forces including Hamas and Hezbollah to attack Israeli interests, and Israel has assassinated senior Iranian officials and nuclear scientists, as well as staging cyberattacks. That conflict burst into the open this year.

In April, Iran launched a barrage of missiles and drones at Israel, attacking the country directly for the first time in retaliation for a strike by Israel on an embassy compound in the Syrian capital, Damascus, that killed three top Iranian commanders. Israel mainly thwarted the Iranian missile barrage using its air defenses, assisted by the United States and other allies, and then responded with an attack of its own.

Then, in late July, Israeli jets killed a top commander of Hezbollah in the Lebanese capital, Beirut, in retaliation for a rocket attack that killed at least 12 people. One day later, Hamas's political leader, Ismail Haniyeh, was killed in an explosion in Iran's capital, Tehran.

The Iranian government and Hezbollah vowed to retaliate but, to the surprise of many, Iran took no immediate action.

When it launched its missile barrage on Oct. 1, Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps said it was retaliating for the assassination of Mr. Haniyeh and also for the killing late last month of Hezbollah's leader, Hassan Nasrallah, as well as for the killing of an Iranian commander.

Days after Mr. Nasrallah's death, Israel invaded southern Lebanon, pummeling Hezbollah, Iran's most important proxy.
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Here Are the Hezbollah Leaders Israel Has Targeted

Hashem Safieddine, the presumed successor to Hassan Nasrallah, is the latest Hezbollah leader Israel says it has killed.



By Aaron Boxerman and Lauren Leatherby



Oct 23, 2024 at 11:21 AM

Israel's military campaign against Hezbollah has assassinated several top leaders of the Lebanese militant group. On Tuesday, Israel announced another killing: Hashem Safieddine, a cousin and the presumed successor to Hezbollah's recently assassinated leader.

Mr. Safieddine was killed in an airstrike in early October that targeted a meeting of Hezbollah leaders south of Beirut, the Israeli military said. At the time, several Israeli officials said that Mr. Safieddine had been a target of the attack, one of the heaviest bombardments to hit the area since an Israeli assault that killed Hezbollah's longtime leader, Hassan Nasrallah, on Sept. 27.

The Israeli military did not provide evidence for its assertion that Mr. Safieddine had been killed, and Hezbollah has not commented on his fate. Above is a look at who has been killed among the group's leadership.
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Why the Philippines' Vice President Talked About Beheading Her Boss

The alliance between Sara Duterte and President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., which brought two notorious dynasties together, has unraveled in spectacular fashion.

Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. with Sara Duterte at his presidential inauguration in June 2022. They promised national unity when they were elected president and vice president. Eloisa Lopez/Reuters



By Sui-Lee Wee and Camille Elemia
Sui-Lee Wee reported from Bangkok and Camille Elemia from Manila


Oct 22, 2024 at 10:02 AM

Sara Duterte was fed up.

The vice president of the Philippines was facing accusations of corruption in Congress, which she saw as the latest political attack orchestrated by her boss, President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. So she called a news conference on Friday.

Ms. Duterte rambled for two hours, hurling invectives at Mr. Marcos. She said she "wanted to cut his head off" after realizing their relationship had turned toxic. At another point, she invoked his father, the longtime dictator, saying she had warned his sister, Senator Imee Marcos: "If the attacks don't stop, I will really dig up your father's body and throw it in the West Philippine Sea."

Mr. Marcos has said little about his falling out with Ms. Duterte, who resigned from his cabinet in June. Earlier this month, he laughed as he told reporters he did not know what his relationship with the vice president was anymore. His spokesman, Cesar Chavez, said the president would not respond to Ms. Duterte's latest comments.

At a two-hour news conference on Friday, Ms. Duterte said she had once contemplated beheading Mr. Marcos. Rolex Dela Pena/EPA, via Shutterstock


The two had promised national unity when they were elected in 2022. Ms. Duterte, daughter of the outgoing president, Rodrigo Duterte, had become the running mate of a fellow scion. The alliance of their notorious political dynasties was supposed to be formidable: The Dutertes' stronghold is in the south of the Philippines and the Marcoses hold sway in the north.

But it was a marriage of convenience, and its rupture has been spectacular.

Undergirding the split are different views about what the United States and China mean for the Philippines. Mr. Marcos, who spent about five years in Hawaii after his father was ousted and who studied at the Wharton School of Business, sees the United States as a reliable ally that can help him counter China's aggressive incursions in the South China Sea. Ms. Duterte, whose father considers Washington hypocritical and pivoted to Beijing during his presidency, has been notably silent about the Philippines' tensions with China.

"While they could negotiate local dynamics and the fight at the local level, on this point of whether to be pro-China or pro-U.S., there was no compromise," said Ranjit Singh Rye, an assistant professor of political science at the University of the Philippines. "In my view, that's the unspoken breaking point as far as the alliance is concerned."

Protesters in July made note of the two politicians' feud, which is undergirded by their opposing views on China and the United States. Ted Aljibe/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


The split has intensified the legal jeopardy Mr. Duterte faces from the horrors of his so-called drug war. About 30,000 people are estimated to have been killed during his tenure, many of them victims of summary executions.

He was long seen as being essentially immune to prosecution in the Philippines. But the Marcos administration is reopening cases from that time and has let the International Criminal Court, which is investigating Mr. Duterte, send officials to the Philippines to conduct inquiries. This has led some to believe that Mr. Marcos would allow the I.C.C. to arrest his predecessor.

"They made a 180-degree turn," said Harry Roque, a former spokesman for Mr. Duterte. "Their goal is to really send Duterte to The Hague."

There is also speculation that Ms. Duterte, who is likely to run for president once Mr. Marcos's term ends in 2028, could face impeachment proceedings before then. Polls show that she is still the front-runner for the next election, though her numbers have slid dramatically because of the conflict with Mr. Marcos.

The infighting has kept the government from dealing with many of the structural problems, like unemployment and poverty, that plague this country of roughly 110 million. The midterm elections in May, when voters will pick half of the powerful Senate, are now considered a proxy battle between the two clans.

Mr. Marcos "has to destroy the Dutertes," said Ronald Llamas, a political analyst and former adviser to President Benigno Aquino III, who died in 2021. If the Dutertes do well in the midterms, he said, they will get back at the Marcoses "with a vengeance."

The Philippines elects its president and vice president separately, and it is not unusual to find them on opposite sides of an issue. But never has the state been so consumed by such a feud.

Martin Romualdez, the speaker of the House of Representatives and a cousin of the president, is overseeing a monthslong inquiry into the Duterte administration, including the extrajudicial killings and the ramifications of the pro-China policy. Mr. Duterte was invited to testify on Tuesday but declined.

In the past few weeks, the public has been told by a retired police colonel that Mr. Duterte paid cash for drug killings (he denies this); that the elected mayor of the municipality of Bamban, who was photographed with Mr. Duterte, could be a Chinese spy; and that the brother of a former adviser to Mr. Duterte has links to a criminal network that runs scam compounds.

Mr. Marcos -- widely known by his childhood nickname, Bongbong -- first met Ms. Duterte in October 2021, when his sister, Senator Marcos, brokered a meeting. He formally joined the presidential race a few months later, even though Ms. Duterte was the clear front-runner and was facing pressure from her father to run.

Senator Imee Marcos, the president's sister. Ms. Duterte claimed to have threatened to dig up her father's body "and throw it in the West Philippine Sea."  Jam Sta Rosa/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


In November 2021, Ms. Duterte stunned the country by announcing that she would run alongside Mr. Marcos on a platform of unity. People who know her say she was keen to show she was independent of her father.

The candidates called themselves the "Uniteam." But at Mr. Marcos's headquarters, Ms. Duterte's allies were only allowed to access the "Sara floor," according to Mr. Roque. Ms. Duterte ran her campaign from her own headquarters, he said.

"It was either you're a Team Duterte or Team Marcos," said Mr. Roque, who was in hiding because he faces an arrest warrant on contempt charges for failing to attend a hearing in Congress.

After the election, Ms. Duterte's camp asked Mr. Marcos to allot half of the cabinet to her allies -- a request that shocked the president, according to a person close to Mr. Marcos. One of the first public signs of friction was when Ms. Duterte was denied the defense portfolio, something she had expressly coveted.

The turning point in the relationship came in May 2023, when the House unexpectedly removed Gloria Macapagal Arroyo, a former president, as senior deputy speaker.

Ms. Arroyo is a mentor of Ms. Duterte, and the move infuriated the vice president. Some observers said that Ms. Arroyo had been trying to oust Mr. Romualdez, so he moved first. In a social media post, Ms. Duterte called Mr. Romualdez a "shameless monster" and later denounced "political toxicity."

"That case with Martin triggered everything," said Salvador Panelo, Mr. Duterte's lawyer, referring to Mr. Romualdez. "If Bongbong intervened, the alliance might still be alive today."

The alliance of the Marcos and Duterte dynasties was supposed to be formidable. Ezra Acayan/Getty Images


Around that time, the first lady, Liza Araneta, went public with her disdain for Ms. Duterte.

Then came scrutiny of Ms. Duterte's use of discretionary funds that are typically not subject to strict government audit. Last October, the House of Representatives announced that it was blocking the discretionary funds requested in the 2024 budgets of two agencies headed by Ms. Duterte.

In January, the Dutertes held a expletive-laden "prayer rally" in the city of Davao, their home base. Mayor Sebastian Duterte, a son of Mr. Duterte, said Mr. Marcos should think of the fates that befell the Romanovs and Benito Mussolini. (They were assassinated.)

"And think of what happened to you in 1986 and maybe you'll reconsider the direction that you are taking," he added, referring to the year Mr. Marcos's family fled to Hawaii after enormous public protests ousted his father.

The Marcos administration is reopening cases from the tenure of President Rodrigo Duterte, who was once seen as essentially immune to prosecution in the Philippines. Manman Dejeto/Associated Press


Few believe that the relationship between the two dynasties can be repaired. Last month, after Ms. Duterte said she was "never friends" with Mr. Marcos, the president said he was a "little dismayed."

"I always thought that we were," Mr. Marcos told reporters. "But maybe I was deceived."
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Rohingya Refugees Are Stranded at Sea for Days as Residents Reject Them

The refugees, after weeks on a boat, will be able to disembark temporarily in a town in Indonesia, but residents have refused to let them stay.

Video: Around 140 Rohingya Refugees Stranded at Sea for Over a Week

Rohingya refugees have been barred entry to an Indonesian town because of unrest in other nearby towns that welcomed others, according to a community leader in Aceh Province.


By John Yoon, Rin Hindryati and Muktita Suhartono



Oct 23, 2024 at 03:38 PM

A boat carrying about 140 Rohingya refugees has been stranded miles off the coast of Indonesia for over a week, banned from settling there as Indonesian communities increasingly shun Rohingya refugees arriving by sea.

Near the boat, residents of a town in Aceh Province had been working with the United Nations' refugee agency to provide food and water to the stranded group, said Muhammad Jabal, the chairman of the fisheries association in the South Aceh region.

On Wednesday, members of the town of Labuhan Haji agreed with officials to allow the refugees to come ashore for no more than a week starting Thursday, said Zumardi Chaidir, the chief of South Aceh's search and rescue team. Indonesian immigration officials will decide where the refugees, predominantly women and children, go afterward, he said.

But the residents have been unwilling to host the group in their town because of unrest that Mr. Jabal said was happening in nearby towns that had welcomed other refugees.

"They've caused disturbances: for example, littering, theft and various security and safety issues," Mr. Jabal said in a phone interview. "There has been resistance from the community against them being placed in our area."

The impasse followed a recent surge in the number of Rohingya refugees arriving by boat in Indonesia, which has hosted thousands of them before. Last year, a wave of rejections began, prompted in part by misinformation about the Rohingya on social media, said Murizal Hamzah, an Aceh resident and writer of two books about Rohingya.

Tiy Chung, a spokesman for the U.N. refugee agency, said in an emailed statement that the agency had been discussing the situation with the authorities in Indonesia. "We hope to get people disembarked to safety," he said.

The Rohingya people, who are mostly Muslim, are one of the most persecuted ethnic groups in the world. About a million of them have been displaced from Myanmar, many of them after what has been called a genocide on the Rohingya by Myanmar's military in 2017, when they were forced to flee for safety and livelihoods, along with access to education.

Thousands of Rohingya have made perilous journeys by sea in recent years to other Southeast Asian countries, including Malaysia and Indonesia -- both Muslim-majority countries -- in order to flee massacre in Myanmar and crowded camps in Bangladesh. In Indonesia, about 7,300 Rohingya refugees have arrived by boat since 2006, according to the U.N. refugee agency.

About a third of the boat arrivals in Indonesia happened last year alone, the agency said, an increase driven by instability in Myanmar, declining humanitarian assistance in the Bangladeshi camps and a rise in smuggling activity.

The stranded boat off Aceh departed Cox's Bazaar, Bangladesh, weeks ago, carrying about 210 people, according to a statement released last week by the police in Banda Aceh, the capital of Aceh. The refugees paid a sum of money to be taken to Malaysia, the police said.

While Malaysia was their final destination, at some point during the voyage about 50 passengers disembarked and headed to the Indonesian city of Pekanbaru, the police said.

The boat then arrived at shore near Labuhan Haji last week, the police said. Soon after its arrival, at least three people were found dead and 11 others were hospitalized with illnesses, the police said. But the roughly 140 people who remained onboard were barred from coming onshore, forcing them to anchor their boat four miles from land.

The police suggested that the boat was linked to human trafficking, stating that they had detained three Aceh residents on suspicion of smuggling in connection with the boat, and that eight other suspected smugglers remained at large.
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Tropical Storm Trami Brings Heavy Flooding to the Philippines

Thousands of people were evacuated from their homes as parts of the country experienced unprecedented flooding, the authorities said.

Video: Tropical Storm Trami Forces Thousands of Filipinos to Evacuate

Tropical storm Trami, which is known as Kristine in the Philippines, has caused disruptions in many parts of the country.


By Jin Yu Young and Camille Elemia
Camille Elemia reported from Manila, the Philippines.


Oct 23, 2024 at 09:16 AM

Tropical Storm Trami drenched the Philippines with torrential rain on Wednesday, causing widespread flooding and forcing thousands of people to evacuate from their homes.

The storm was packing winds of 52 miles per hour as it approached the northern Philippines on Wednesday, according to the U.S. Navy's Joint Typhoon Warning Center. It was forecast to make landfall by Thursday morning on Luzon, the most populous island in the country.

At least 14 people had been killed in the storm, according to the Reuters and A.F.P. news agencies, citing local officials.

The rainfall from Trami, which is known as Kristine in the Philippines, began to intensify on Tuesday, inundating vast areas in the central and northern parts of the country. The Albay province was particularly hard-hit, according to the Office of Civil Defense.

"The worst is yet to come," President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. said Wednesday. "The volumes of water are unprecedented."




Albay province in the central Philippines received two months' worth of rainfall in 24 hours, the authorities there told local media. Some neighborhoods were under neck-deep water, civil defense officials said.

More than 7,000 people were evacuated in Quezon province, according to the local authorities.

The storm caused disruptions in many parts of the Philippines, including Manila, the capital. The authorities suspended school classes, businesses were closed, and thousands of cargo workers and passengers were stranded at seaports.

Trami is expected to pass over the northern Philippines by Thursday and move west toward Vietnam and the Chinese island of Hainan, according to a storm track published by the Joint Typhoon Warning Center.

The Philippines is hit by 20 storms a year, on average, and many of its regions are prone to flooding.
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Draft-Dodging Scandal in Ukraine Forces a Top Official to Quit

The prosecutor general stepped down after accusations that hundreds of officials obtained fake disability certificates. There have been no public allegations that he was involved in the scheme.

Ukraine's prosecutor general, Andriy Kostin, said in a statement that he was responding to an "obviously immoral situation."  Sergei Chuzavkov/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Constant Meheut
Reporting from Kyiv, Ukraine


Oct 23, 2024 at 12:32 PM

Ukraine's prosecutor general has resigned amid a draft-dodging scandal in which hundreds of officials, including prosecutors, are accused of obtaining fake disability certificates that allowed them to avoid military service.

The scandal, which emerged earlier this month, was the latest in a series of revelations about draft evasion schemes that have hindered Ukraine's ability to fill the ranks of its army and damaged public trust as the country battles relentless and intensifying Russian assaults.

The prosecutor general, Andriy Kostin, said he was stepping down to take responsibility for what he described in a statement on Tuesday evening as "the obviously immoral situation with fake disabilities of state officials." There have been no public allegations that Mr. Kostin was involved in the scheme.

Following an uproar over the scandal, President Volodymyr Zelensky issued a decree on Tuesday ordering the liquidation by the end of the year of all medical commissions that review potential soldiers' fitness for duty and issue disability certificates.

"There are hundreds of such instances of clearly unjustified disabilities" among officials, Mr. Zelensky said in his nightly address on Tuesday. "All of this needs to be dealt with thoroughly and swiftly."

Ukraine has struggled to mobilize more troops and bolster its army, which is largely outmanned by Russian forces. That is partly a result of corruption schemes in which potential conscripts bribe enlistment officers or medical workers at recruitment centers in exchange for fake documents exempting them from serving in the military.

Last year, Mr. Zelensky dismissed all of the country's regional military recruitment chiefs following a major bribery scandal.

Corruption issues have eroded public confidence in Ukraine's conscription system and the latest scandal, and accusations that it directly benefited top officials, is likely to deepen that distrust and complicate the army's task to draft more people.

Recent outcries over mobilization tactics, including recruitment officers corralling men at concerts, have added to the discontent. Many soldiers have also voiced frustration with what they see as a deeply unfair system in which some can bribe their way out of service while those at the front cannot be discharged after years of exhausting combat. Last month, a soldier deserted in what he said was an effort to publicize the issue.

Under martial law in Ukraine, men of ages 18 to 60 must remain in the country, report to their local recruitment offices and undergo medical screening for possible service. There are a handful of exemptions, including for being enrolled in a university, having a disability or having at least three children.

The most recent accusations of a draft-dodging scheme came with the arrest this month of the head of the Center for Medical and Social Expertise in the western region of Khmelnytsky. Investigators said they had found nearly $6 million in cash at her home and the homes of several relatives, and released footage showing stacks of bills spread out on a bed.

Ukrainian news media later reported that some 50 prosecutors in the region had been accused of obtaining fake disability certificates from the local medical commission, prompting the office of the general prosecutor to launch an internal investigation in prosecutors' offices across the country.

Ukraine's domestic intelligence agency, the S.B.U., said on Tuesday that 64 officials from regional medical commissions had been put under investigation on suspicion of participating in corruption schemes this year, with nine already convicted. The agency said it had dismantled criminal groups in at least four regions, uncovering schemes that generated hundreds of thousands of dollars in profit.

More than 4,000 disability certificates that were forged have been canceled, the agency added. Vasyl Malyuk, the head of the S.B.U., said in a statement that abuses in medical commissions "have an extremely negative impact on mobilization processes."

Many people voiced their shock about the latest scandal on social networks and comedians mocked medical commission officials in videos depicting them with piles of cash. Many Ukrainians see the mobilization process as favoring the wealthy or well-connected who have the means to avoid conscription.

Filling the army's ranks has been a major concern for the Ukrainian authorities for more than a year, with officials saying last year that they needed to recruit up to half a million people to make up for battlefield losses and withstand another year of intense fighting.

The issue has taken on particular importance since the beginning of the year, as the Russian Army has steadily gained ground in eastern Ukraine, in part by throwing large numbers of soldiers into bloody attacks, regardless of the losses.

The Ukrainian Parliament enacted a new conscription law that took effect in May, enabling the drafting of up to 30,000 individuals per month during the summer, roughly matching the recruitment numbers of the Russian Army during the same period.

But Vasyl Rumak, a Ukrainian military official in charge of training, said during a news conference last week that this number had dropped to 20,000 this month because of issues in the conscription process.
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What We Know About North Korea's Role in the Ukraine War

North Korea's supply of munitions has already been critical to the Russian war effort. Now, its troops appear to be poised to join the fight in Ukraine.

A television news report in Seoul on Monday showing soldiers believed to be from North Korea standing in line to receive supplies in Russia. Ahn Young-Joon/Associated Press



By Choe Sang-Hun
Reporting from Seoul


Oct 23, 2024 at 07:57 AM

Five months ago, the autocratic leaders of Russia and North Korea signed a treaty on mutual defense and cooperation, deepening ties between the two countries that stretch back beyond the Cold War.

Now, North Korea's leader, Kim Jong-un, has deployed soldiers to assist Moscow's war effort in Ukraine. More than 600,000 Russian troops have been killed and wounded since President Vladimir V. Putin launched the full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022.

On Wednesday, the United States confirmed that North Korean troops had landed in Russia to join the fight against Ukraine, a major shift in Moscow's effort to win the war. Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin III called the North's presence a "very serious" escalation that would have ramifications in both Europe and Asia.

"What exactly are they doing?" Mr. Austin told reporters at a military base in Italy. "Left to be seen." He gave no details about the number of troops already there or the number expected to arrive.

North Korean soldiers started reaching the Russian Far East this month, sailing on Russian Navy ships, according to South Korea's intelligence agency. There are 3,000 North Korean soldiers on Russian soil at the moment, the agency said on Wednesday, and their numbers are expected to swell to 10,000 by December.

This week President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine suggested that North Korea was preparing 12,000 soldiers to fight on the Russian side.

Moscow and Pyongyang have denied the claims, and no hard evidence has emerged that North Korean troops have yet walked onto the battlefield.

North Korea has one of the world's largest militaries, with 1.2 million soldiers, but it has not fought in a major conflict since the 1950-53 Korean War. For decades, Pyongyang claimed that its military buildup was for deterrence of war on the Korean Peninsula. Dispatching troops to the Ukrainian front would represent its first major intervention in a n overseas war.

Here's what to know about North Korea's growing military ties with Russia.

How is North Korea helping Russia?

Mr. Kim and Mr. Putin have met twice since last year, signing the treaty in Pyongyang in June. Mr. Putin has relied on Mr. Kim to replenish his dwindling weapons stockpiles.

South Korean defense officials have said that North Korea has sent more than 13,000 shipping containers of artillery rounds, anti-tank rockets and KN-23 short-range ballistic missiles to Russia since August 2023. It also dispatched technicians and officers to help the Russians operate its weapons and to collect data on how its missiles fared in modern warfare, especially against Western air-defense systems.

South Korea's National Intelligence Service said on Friday that Russian Navy ships transported 1,500 North Korean special operation forces to the Russian port city of Vladivostok between Oct. 8 and Oct. 13. The troops were then said to move deeper inland to the cities of Ussuriysk, Khabarovsk and Blagoveshchensk. They were given Russian military uniforms, weapons and forged identification documents so that they could pose as people from eastern Siberia, where indigenous Buryat and Yakut people bear Asian facial features, according to the intelligence agency.

The South also released satellite photos showing what it called Russian Navy ship movements near a North Korean port and hundreds of suspected North Korean soldiers assembling in Ussuriysk and Khabarovsk last Wednesday.

A handout photograph from South Korea's National Intelligence Service that the agency said shows North Korean personnel gathered at a military facility in the Russian city of Ussuriysk, on Oct. 16. South Korea's National Intelligence Service, via Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


"The troops are expected to be deployed to the front lines once they complete their acclimatization training," the agency said.

North Korea is prepared to send more troops to the Russian war effort, it added, noting the frequent traffic of Russian transport planes between Pyongyang and Vladivostok.

What do North Korea and Russia want?

Mr. Putin wants to overcome the heavy casualties that Russia has suffered on the front lines in Ukraine.

"This is an indication that he may be even in more trouble than most people realize," Mr. Austin said.

"But again, he went tin-cupping early on to get additional weapons and materials from D.P.R.K., and then from Iran, and now he's making the move to get more people, if that is the case, if these troops are designed to be a part of the fight in Ukraine," Mr. Austin said, using the abbreviation for North Korea's formal name, the Democratic People's Republic of Korea.

North Korea has been one of the few countries to support the Russian invasion publicly. That backing has provided Mr. Kim with rare leverage to chart a new course for foreign relations after the collapse of his negotiations with former President Donald J. Trump.

Mr. Kim's military support guaranteed that Mr. Putin would veto any new American-led attempt to impose new sanctions on North Korea at the United Nations Security Council and undermine efforts to enforce the existing ones. North Korea has also been receiving oil from Russia, which would help it sustain its confrontational stance toward the United States and its allies, South Korean officials said.

Less clear is whether Mr. Putin will go so far as to help North Korea overcome technological hurdles in its nuclear and missile programs. Although it has conducted six nuclear tests and launched several intercontinental ballistic missiles, North Korea has yet to master technologies to enable its missiles to reach targets in the United States.

A photo provided by North Korean state media showing President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia with Kim Jong-un at a ceremony in Pyongyang in June. The military ties between the two leaders have deepened. Korean Central News Agency, via Associated Press


Some analysts say that by sending troops to help Russia, North Korea is emulating a path that South Korea took decades ago.

Seoul cemented its alliance with Washington by committing nearly 320,000 troops to the Vietnam War, the largest foreign contingent that fought alongside American forces. In return, the United States helped modernize South Korea's decrepit military. It also helped spur its ally's economic growth with cheap loans.

How has the world responded?

Moscow and Pyongyang have denied the existence of an arms deal, or reports of North Korean troops in Russia.

The strongest reaction has been from South Korea, which has faced increasing belligerence from the North. Seoul has deemed the growing military ties between Moscow and Pyongyang "a grave security threat" and a violation of multiple United Nations resolutions barring any member nation's military cooperation with North Korea.

On Tuesday, the office of the South Korean president, Yoon Suk Yeol, accused the North of "driving its young people into an unjustifiable war as mercenaries."

It warned that it could take "phased countermeasures" to respond to the growing "military collusion" between Moscow and Pyongyang. Such steps could include supplying both defensive and offensive weapons to Ukraine, a senior South Korean official said on Tuesday, speaking on condition of anonymity.

So far, Seoul has limited its direct support for Ukraine to humanitarian and financial aid and nonlethal military equipment, such as mine detectors.

Protesters in Seoul on Wednesday called on the South Korean government not to supply Ukraine with lethal arms. Jeon Heon-Kyun/EPA, via Shutterstock


South Korean officials say that by committing troops to Russian forces in Ukraine, North Korea hopes to win Russia's military support in return, such as help in perfecting its nuclear program and modernizing its outdated conventional weapons systems. That assistance from Moscow would be crucial if the North started a war with the South.

According to Cha Du Hyeogn, a senior analyst at the Asan Institute for Policy Studies in Seoul, the deepening military ties with Pyongyang "mean that Russia now regards North Korea's nuclear weapons development not as a problem to solve but as something it can accept."

Eric Schmitt contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/23/world/asia/north-korea-troops-russia-ukraine.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




A Modi-Xi Meeting Could Signal a Thaw Between India and China

A meeting between the two leaders comes just two days after they settled a tense border dispute in the Himalayas. But experts said their long-term geopolitical rivalry would persist.

From left, Xi Jinping, China's top leader, President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia and Prime Minister Narendra Modi of India at the BRICS summit in Kazan, Russia, on Wednesday.  Sergey Bobylev/BRICS-Rossia2024.ru, via EPA, via Shutterstock



By David Pierson, Valerie Hopkins and Alex Travelli
David Pierson and Valerie Hopkins reported from Kazan, Russia, and Alex Travelli from New Delhi.


Oct 23, 2024 at 01:39 PM

China's top leader, Xi Jinping, and Prime Minister Narendra Modi of India met officially for the first time in more than five years on Wednesday at a summit of emerging market countries in Russia, raising the prospect of a potential thaw between the two Asian powers.

The session came two days after China and India reached a deal on patrolling their shared Himalayan border, the site of a deadly clash between Chinese and Indian forces in 2020. Relations between Beijing and New Delhi have been frosty ever since, with India drawing closer to the United States through a regional security grouping called the Quad.

In separate statements, both Mr. Xi and Mr. Modi highlighted the need for the neighboring countries to address their differences peacefully.

Mr. Xi told Mr. Modi a rapprochement was "in the fundamental interests of both countries," according to Chinese state media, adding that China and India should "set an example for developing countries."

Mr. Modi called for "stable, predictable and amicable" relations between the two nations, the world's most populous, saying it would have "a positive impact on regional and global peace and prosperity," according to India's Ministry of External Affairs.

Both leaders underscored their desire for a more "multipolar" world, an inference to the current global order, where the United States dominates, wielding what China and India regard as unfair influence.

The meeting between Mr. Xi and Mr. Modi took place at the 16th annual BRICS summit, a group of non-Western countries whose acronym stems from its earliest members: Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa. It expanded this year to include Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran and the United Arab Emirates, growing to represent almost half the world's population.

Established as a counterweight to U.S.-led forums like the Group of 7 and intended to give developing countries more influence, BRICS has struggled to speak with a unified voice. That, in no small part, is because of the competing interests of its two biggest members.

China wants to use the grouping to weaken the dominance of the United States and burnish its credentials as a leader of the so-called Global South. India also claims leadership of the Global South, but unlike China, remains firmly nonaligned and does not want BRICS to develop into an explicitly anti-Western body.

Experts said little would change within BRICS as a result of China and India's moving to ease tensions. Beijing has ambitions to be the pre-eminent power in Asia. 

"The thaw between India and China will not fundamentally alter the dynamics of BRICS because while the detente between the two Asian giants is in the interest of both players, their long-term geopolitical rivalry will remain," said Stewart Patrick, a senior fellow at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.

India "has no desire to replace U.S. hegemony for Chinese hegemony," Mr. Patrick continued, "and it is disinclined to have BRICS become an anti-Western bloc."

During a round table session earlier on Wednesday, leaders of the BRICS conference discussed a range of issues, including creating financial platforms outside the reach of the U.S. dollar. President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia offered a proposal to create a BRICS grain exchange that could evolve into a commodities exchange. Russia is the world's largest wheat exporter, and its war in Ukraine, another top grain exporter, sent prices soaring in 2022.

While improved ties between China and India could make BRICS a more cohesive group, a lasting thaw is anything but assured. Analysts warned that the border deal struck this week could fall apart, as details remained murky about how the two sides would patrol the disputed area, considered some of the least habitable terrain in Asia.

For China, easing tensions with India would help drive a wedge between New Delhi and Washington. It would also provide Beijing with one less headache at a time when it is struggling to turn around its sputtering economy, which has been battered by a property crisis.

As for India, a lasting border deal would come as a relief for Mr. Modi's government, which took the largely symbolic step of banning dozens of Chinese apps, including TikTok, after the clash in 2020. Since then, Mr. Modi has tried to deflect attention from the conflict. He refused to take questions about it in Parliament.

Smoother relations with China will leave India in a position straddling geopolitical forces within Asia. Washington has been courting New Delhi as a strategic counterweight to China, as it seeks to corral various states, most of them democracies, into a ring of defensive arrangements around Asia.

Indian foreign policy has long been defined by its overlapping and sometimes contradictory set of friends. It is the only country that sits inside both the Quad -- the loose, defense-oriented club where it joins the United States, Japan and Australia -- and the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, which is dominated by China and Russia. The Shanghai group also includes Pakistan, India's fiercest foe.

The United States has been working to tighten its ties with India for about 25 years. That has accelerated under both the Trump and Biden administrations, as India has been drawn into greater and greater economic, technological and military coordination with Washington. In the latest example, India signed a $3.5 billion deal last week to buy American Predator drones.
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G7 Finalizes $50 Billion Ukraine Loan Backed by Russian Assets

The economic lifeline is expected to be disbursed by the end of the year.

Treasury Secretary Janet L. Yellen and Ukranian Finance Minister Sergii Marchenko released a joint statement announcing a $50 billion loan to Ukraine that will be backed by Russian central bank assets. Saul Loeb/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images
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The Group of 7 nations finalized a plan to give Ukraine a $50 billion loan using Russia's frozen central bank assets, Biden administration officials said on Wednesday.

The loan represents an extraordinary maneuver by Western nations to essentially force Russia to pay for the damage it is inflicting on Ukraine through a war that shows no sign of ending.

"These loans will support the people of Ukraine as they defend and rebuild their country," President Biden said in a statement. "And our efforts make it clear: Tyrants will be responsible for the damages they cause."

The announcement comes after months of debate and negotiation among policymakers in the United States and Europe over how they could use $300 billion of frozen Russian central bank assets to support Ukraine.

The United States and the European Union enacted sanctions to freeze Russia's central bank assets, most of which are held in Europe, after its invasion of Ukraine in early 2022. As the war dragged on, officials in the United States pushed for the funds to be seized and given directly to Ukraine to aid in its economic recovery.

European officials had concerns about the lawfulness of such a move, however, and both sides eventually agreed over the summer that they would use the interest that the assets were earning to back a $50 billion loan.

"Never before has a multilateral coalition frozen the assets of an aggressor country and then harnessed the value of those assets to fund the defense of the aggrieved party," Daleep Singh, the White House's deputy national security adviser for international economics, said on Wednesday.

Mr. Singh said that the United States would contribute $20 billion to the $50 billion loan and that the European Union, Britain, Canada and Japan would contribute the rest.

More than $200 billion worth of Russian reserves are held by Belgium's central securities depository, Euroclear. The assets are generating more than $3 billion a year of interest, which will be used to pay off the loan over time.

The process of constructing the loan had stalled in recent months over various technical details and legal obstacles. The United States was aiming to find a way to contribute to the loan without having to ask Congress for more money.

To do that, the United States needed assurances from the European Union that the sanctions it was using to freeze Russia's assets would remain in place, so that the interest being generated from that money -- and not U.S. taxpayers -- would repay the loan. The U.S. government is able to offer loans to countries if there is a high level of certainty that the money will be repaid.

A heavily damaged residential building in Myrnohrad, Ukraine, in September 2024. Nicole Tung for The New York Times


The U.S. contribution will be dedicated toward economic assistance unless Congress gives the Biden administration permission to allow a portion of the loan to be used for military assistance. The Biden administration is asking Congress to make the necessary legislative changes before mid-December, otherwise it will provide the full $20 billion as economic aid.

At least half of the U.S. funds will be distributed to Ukraine later this year through a World Bank trust fund. The loan will come from the U.S. Federal Financing Bank, which is overseen by the Treasury Department, and will be guaranteed by the United States Agency for International Development.

Jacob Kirkegaard, a senior fellow at the Peterson Institute for International Economics in Brussels, said the agreement on the loan highlighted the strength of the support among the Group of 7 countries for Ukraine, despite the perception that they were becoming fatigued with the war.

"We are moving away from not just providing support for Ukraine to actually punishing Russia," Mr. Kirkegaard said. "We should remember that this money is legally, in principle, still Russian money, and they're now funding their enemy."

Mr. Kirkegaard said he thought it made it less likely that the West would abandon Ukraine at some point down the line, since they had already greenlighted spending Russian money, even if former President Donald J. Trump were to win the 2024 election. If Mr. Trump comes to office and tries to stop aid to Ukraine, putting more pressure on E.U. countries to make up for it, "I am certain the issue of outright seizure of the Russian assets held in the E.U. will be up for discussion again," he said.

Officials have been racing to finalize the terms of the loan in order to deliver Ukraine another economic lifeline by the end of the year.

On Wednesday, Treasury Secretary Janet L. Yellen met with Ukraine's finance minister, Serhiy Marchenko, in Washington to sign documents related to the terms of the loan.

"This loan initiative will provide Ukraine with urgently needed funds and will make funds available by the end of this year," Ms. Yellen said. "It will send a message to Putin that waiting out our coalition is a losing strategy."

The Treasury secretary said that because the loan would be repaid using interest from Russian assets, "Russia will increasingly be forced to bear the costs of its illegal war, instead of taxpayers in the U.S. and Europe."

Mr. Marchenko said the loan was a "tremendous decision" that would demonstrate to aggressors that they would have to pay for invading democracies. He also suggested that he hoped the loan would be a step toward the Group of 7 seizing the full amount of Russia's frozen assets.

Britain will contribute $3 billion to the loan, Chancellor Rachel Reeves said on Tuesday. The loan is earmarked for military equipment, including artillery and air defense systems.

"Our support for Ukraine and her men and women in their fight for freedom from Putin's aggression is unwavering and will remain so for as long as it takes," Ms. Reeves said.

The European Parliament on Tuesday approved the E.U. loan, which it authorized to be as large as $39 billion, and comes as Ukraine is running out of money, both for weapons and for rebuilding energy infrastructure as it heads into another winter.

Ursula von der Leyen, the president of the European Commission, said last month that Europe was willing to move ahead with the loan even before the United States specified its contribution. The European Union is expected to reduce its share of the loan from $39 billion if the United States contributes $20 billion, as was originally planned.

A sticking point in negotiations was that Hungary had blocked changes requested by Washington that the European Union extend the period during which sanctions against Russia were reviewed from every six months to every 36 months. Two-thirds of Russia's central bank assets are held in E.U. countries, and any change in the sanctions could unlock the Russian assets that serve as the basis of the loan.

Mr. Singh said that the United States had received sufficient assurances from the European Union that the loan was secure and that the terms of the loan would require Russia to repay it if a truce were to be reached.

Russia has sharply criticized the freezing of its central bank assets, threatening legal action and reprisals if its reserves are given to Ukraine.

The Group of 7 believes that the loan does not violate international law because the interest that is being earned on the Russian assets does not belong to Russia.
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'Terrorist' Attack on Turkish Aerospace Company Leaves 5 Dead

Turkey's interior minister said it was "most probably" the Kurdistan Worker's Party that carried out the assault on the sprawling Turkish Aerospace Industries complex near Ankara.

Video: Five Dead After 'Terrorist Attack' on Turkish Aerospace Company

Attackers armed with explosives and rifles assaulted the headquarters of a Turkish state-run aerospace company on Wednesday.


By Ben Hubbard and Safak Timur
Reporting from Istanbul


Oct 23, 2024 at 03:18 PM

Attackers armed with explosives and rifles struck the headquarters of Turkey's state-run aerospace company near the capital, Ankara, on Wednesday, in what Turkish officials called a "terrorist" assault.

Interior Minister Ali Yerlikaya told reporters that five people had been killed and 22 others injured in the attack, which he said had "most probably" been carried out by the outlawed Kurdistan Worker's Party, or P.K.K.

Two assailants -- a man and a woman -- were also killed, he said.

Images and videos shared on social media and broadcast on Turkish news networks showed explosions and gunfire at the sprawling complex of Turkish Aerospace Industries. A man and a woman were seen rushing into a building with backpacks and assault rifles. Special Forces were deployed, and the police sealed off the area before the government limited local news coverage to official statements. 

Selim Cirpanoglu, the mayor of the district where the attack took place, told Turkish news media that hostages had been taken in a cafeteria in the compound. Late Wednesday, it was not clear how or whether that issue had been resolved.

Speaking to reporters near the site, Defense Minister Yasar Guler also suggested that the P.K.K. had been behind the assault.

"We inflict the necessary punishment on those ignoble P.K.K. members, but they never wisen up," Mr. Guler said.

Later, Turkey launched airstrikes against P.K.K. targets in northern Iraq and Syria, Reuters reported, citing a statement from the Turkish Defense Ministry. About 32 targets were destroyed, Turkish news outlets reported.

The P.K.K. has been seeking Kurdish autonomy through a decades-long insurgency against the Turkish state that has left tens of thousands of people dead. Turkey and its Western allies consider the P.K.K. a terrorist organization.

No group immediately claimed responsibility for the attack on Wednesday, but Turkey has faced similar assaults in recent years from Kurdish separatists, radical leftists and jihadists from the Islamic State. 

One video from the scene that was shown on Turkish television networks before the broadcast restrictions showed gray smoke from what appeared to be an explosion and a man who appeared to be an attacker running with an assault rifle. Images from surveillance cameras inside a building showed two attackers near the entrance to a building and a body lying on the pavement outside.

Security camera footage showing armed attackers was posted on social media. via Reuters


NetBlocks, a group that tracks internet outages, said that major social media platforms, including X, Instagram, Facebook, YouTube and TikTok, had been restricted in Turkey.

Turkish Aerospace Industries was founded to decrease Turkey's dependence on foreign defense companies and is a major employer that produces parts for airplanes, helicopters, drones and other technologies.

The attack came a day after one of  the closest political allies of President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said during a televised address to Parliament that Abdullah Ocalan, the imprisoned head of the P.K.K., could be released if he announced the end of his group's insurgency.

Mr. Ocalan is serving a life sentence in an island prison near Istanbul. The surprising offer of a release suggested the possibility of new movement in long-dormant peace talks between Turkey and the P.K.K.

The Peoples' Equality and Democracy Party, Turkey's main pro-Kurdish political party, condemned the attack and suggested that it could have been launched by people seeking to prevent talks.

"We find it noteworthy that such an attack happened in these days when Turkish society is talking about a solution and the possibility of dialogue emerged," the party said in a statement on social media.
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Family Wins Suit Against Conspiracist Who Called Manchester Bombing a Hoax 

A British court found that a man who called the 2017 attack at an Ariana Grande concert a "fake terrorist incident" had harassed victims and abused media freedom.

Richard Hall in July, after the trial in a harassment suit brought by Martin Hibbert following the 2017 Manchester Arena bombing. Sam Tobin/Reuters



By Lynsey Chutel
Reporting from London


Oct 23, 2024 at 06:07 PM

A British man and his daughter who were severely injured in a 2017 suicide bombing at a concert in England won a harassment lawsuit on Wednesday against a conspiracy theorist who had claimed that the terrorist attack was an elaborate hoax.

The British case echoed the U.S. lawsuit against a conspiracy broadcaster, Alex Jones, that was brought by the families of the victims of the mass shooting at the Sandy Hook Elementary School in 2012. Mr. Jones was convicted of defaming the victims' families and ordered to pay $1.5 billion.

A judge in a civil court in England ruled that Richard D. Hall had harassed the Hibbert family in his creation of a false narrative, in which Mr. Hall claimed in a book and video that the bombing at Manchester Arena was a "well-planned fake terrorist incident," in which the victims were "crisis actors," court documents said.

"I have no doubt that his course of conduct was a negligent, indeed reckless, abuse of media freedom," Justice Karen Steyn wrote, according to a court statement.

A separate hearing will be set to determine damages.

The attack by Salman Abedi, a 22-year-old suicide bomber, at the arena where the U.S. pop singer Ariana Grande was performing killed 22 people and permanently injured dozens more.

Martin Hibbert and his daughter, Eve Hibbert, were among the victims: He was paralyzed from the waist down, while his daughter suffered severe brain damage. Mr. Hall spent years trying to prove that the two were not even at the concert, court documents showed.

Martin Hibbert outside the courthouse in July. He and his daughter were severely injured in the 2017 suicide bombing at an Ariana Grande concert.  James Manning/Press Association, via Associated Press


"We shouldn't have to face such allegations that the Manchester Arena attack never happened, and that our injuries were not as a result of the bombing," Mr. Hibbert, who suffered 22 shrapnel wounds, said in a statement after the ruling. His daughter, who was 14 at the time of the attack, now needs full-time care, his lawyers said.

In 2020, Mr. Hall published a video and book, both titled "Manchester: The Night of the Bang." 

In collecting his purported evidence, Mr. Hall secretly recorded footage of Eve Hibbert at home, knocking on the family's front door and interviewing neighbors, the court heard. 

Mr. Hall denied the family's claims, arguing that he had the right to publish his opinions. An engineer by profession, Mr. Hall turned to publishing in 2009 after starting a website design company. 

The ruling sent "a very clear message to people who think they have the right to publish absurd, harmful, unfounded allegations against others," Kerry Gillespie, the family's lawyer, said in a statement.
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Kurt Olsen Helped Trump Fight His 2020 Defeat. Trump Is Talking to Him Again.

Mr. Olsen, a lawyer, has spoken to the former president multiple times in recent weeks. He's insisted it's important to make legal demands concerning voting-machine data before Election Day.

Kurt Olsen had joined the Texas attorney general's failed effort in 2020 to persuade the Supreme Court to stop four states from certifying Joseph R. Biden Jr.'s victory over Donald Trump. Pool photo by Mark Henle



By Maggie Haberman, Jonathan Swan and Nick Corasaniti



Oct 22, 2024 at 10:32 PM

A lawyer who tried to help Donald J. Trump overturn his 2020 presidential election loss has been in direct contact with Mr. Trump once again as his allies start to lay the groundwork for challenging this year's election results in key battleground states, according to two people with knowledge of their discussions.

The lawyer, Kurt Olsen, has spoken to Mr. Trump multiple times in recent weeks, the people said. In 2021, Mr. Olsen spoke to Mr. Trump several times by phone on the day of the Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol by a pro-Trump mob, and a federal judge later imposed sanctions on him for filing baseless claims about the midterm elections in Arizona in 2022.

Mr. Olsen has insisted to Mr. Trump that it's important to make legal demands before Election Day related to the preservation of data from voting machines in Arizona, Wisconsin and Georgia, according to one of the people with knowledge of the discussions.

The former president is said to have been generally encouraging of Mr. Olsen. Others in Mr. Trump's orbit view the continuing demands by lawyers like Mr. Olsen about the voting machines as potentially detrimental to any valid legal efforts Republicans might file should there be contested elections in the battleground states. Those Republicans believe judges will view such demands as frivolous.

Mr. Olsen did not immediately respond to multiple requests for comment. A Trump campaign spokesman did not respond to an email seeking comment.

In late 2020, Mr. Olsen, a lawyer based in Washington, D.C., got to know Mr. Trump as the former president listened to almost anyone offering to help him stay in power. Back then, Mr. Olsen was a little-known lawyer with a history of defending companies in product liability cases. He had joined the Texas attorney general's failed effort to persuade the Supreme Court to stop four battleground states from certifying Joseph R. Biden Jr.'s victory over Mr. Trump.

When that case failed, Mr. Olsen helped draft a civil complaint based on the Texas lawsuit. He tried to bring the complaint in front of the acting U.S. attorney general, Jeffrey A. Rosen. At one point, Mr. Olsen wrote that "the President directed me to meet with AG Rosen today to discuss a similar action to be brought by the United States," according to emails obtained by the House Oversight Committee.

Unable to reach Mr. Rosen, Mr. Olsen drove to the attorney general's office "in the hopes of meeting" with him face-to-face. When officials from the Department of Justice initially reviewed the complaint, they found it to be flawed and noted that it did not seem "viable," according to documents from the House committee that investigated Jan. 6.

Mr. Olsen was not deterred. Two years after the Jan. 6 riot, Mr. Olsen represented Kari Lake, the former news anchor and outspoken Trump ally, in her unsuccessful legal battle to reverse her loss to Katie Hobbs in the 2022 Arizona governor's race. Ms. Lake is now the Republican Senate candidate in Arizona.

Even in Mr. Trump's world, Mr. Olsen is viewed as something of a fringe figure. But Mr. Trump has shown little interest in verifying claims or even reviewing them in detail. His approach to election litigation has been the legal equivalent of throwing spaghetti at the wall, believing it is better to try even the least supported and most provocative legal theories.

As Election Day grows closer, Mr. Trump has been directly in touch with activists who are sympathetic to his claims of election fraud in a handful of the key battleground states, according to a person with knowledge of the discussions.

One of his persistent questions is whether his lawyers are doing a good enough job of "stopping the steal," according to people with knowledge of the private conversations. Mr. Trump has told his advisers repeatedly they don't need to worry about turning out voters. He has told them that he will take care of drawing people to the polls, and that what they need to focus on instead is "stopping Democrats from cheating."

Mr. Trump's claims about the 2020 election are baseless, and his lawyers have failed decisively in their efforts to prove his claims in court.

At Mr. Trump's behest, the Republican National Committee has transformed from what has historically been a voter mobilization operation to a so-called election integrity enterprise. Mr. Trump selected the new R.N.C. chairman, Michael Whatley, because he was convinced that Mr. Whatley had prevented Democrats from cheating in 2020 in Mr. Whatley's home state of North Carolina, which Mr. Trump narrowly won.

As a result of his 2020 efforts, some of Mr. Trump's election lawyers have been indicted or had sanctions levied against them, including Rudolph Giuliani, Boris Epshteyn, Jenna Ellis, Sidney Powell and John C. Eastman, among others.

In 2023, Arizona's Supreme Court imposed sanctions on Mr. Olsen for making an "unequivocally false" representation in his effort to help Ms. Lake overturn the results of the governor's race. More recently, Mr. Olsen has threatened officials in Maricopa County, Ariz., with legal action unless the county accedes to his demands for specifics about passwords and logs associated with the voting machines.

That effort has been met with a lengthy dismissal by Maricopa County officials, who described the theories that the machines were improperly secured and maintained as baseless.

On Sept. 19, as the 2024 general election was in full swing, Mr. Olsen sent a letter to the Maricopa County attorney that he described as a "Pre-Litigation Demand Letter Regarding Maricopa County's Non-Compliance With Arizona Election Law."

The letter, addressed to Rachel Mitchell, the county attorney, and obtained by The New York Times, made sweeping claims that the county was violating Arizona election law and that its voting machines, run by Dominion Voting Systems, were not adequately secured. At issue were encryption keys and passwords for accessing the voter data. Last year, Dominion won a nearly $800 million settlement from Fox News for the network's promotion of lies that the voting machines had corrupted the 2020 election results in favor of Mr. Biden.

Another attorney based in Arizona, Dennis Wilenchik, sent a similar document to Maricopa County officials on behalf of the county Republican committee on Sept. 28, building on the theories described in Mr. Olsen's letter. A lawyer at Mr. Wilenchik's firm sent emails in late 2020 supporting the use of "fake" slates of electors, a scheme for which multiple campaign officials and lawyers were ultimately indicted.

On Oct. 3, Ms. Mitchell sent a 22-page response to Mr. Wilenchik, pointing out that Mr. Olsen had previously had sanctions levied against him for pursuing frivolous lawsuits and leveling false allegations.

Mr. Wilenchik did not respond to a request for comment.

Ms. Mitchell's letter explained how Mr. Olsen and his election technology "experts" had misunderstood the security systems involved in the Dominion voting machines.

Alain Delaqueriere contributed research.
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Biden Warns That Trump's Election Could Jeopardize Health Care for Millions

The president mocked his predecessor for offering only "concepts of a plan" to replace the Affordable Care Act, which has grown more popular in recent years.

Video: Biden Mocks Trump's 'Concept of a Plan' to Replace Obamacare

During a visit to New Hampshire to discuss the cost of prescription drugs, President Biden warned that a second Trump presidency could lead millions of people to lose health care.


By Peter Baker
Reporting from Concord, N.H.


Oct 22, 2024 at 11:35 PM

President Biden warned on Tuesday that if former President Donald J. Trump returned to office by winning next month's election, he would enact policies that could deprive tens of millions of Americans of health insurance coverage and explode the price of prescription drugs.

During a speech in Concord, N.H., Mr. Biden assailed Mr. Trump for repeatedly trying to repeal the 2010 Affordable Care Act, and he mocked the former president for offering only ephemeral and unspecified "concepts of a plan" to replace it.

"My predecessor, the distinguished former president, he wants to replace the Affordable Care Act with what he calls the 'concept of a plan,'" Mr. Biden told an audience at NHTI -- Concord's Community College. "I've heard that 'concept of a plan' now for almost eight years. Concept of a plan. What the hell is a concept of a -- he has no concept of anything! No plan!"

Mr. Biden continued. "If we don't elect Kamala and he gets elected," he said, referring to Vice President Kamala Harris, "Trump could kick up to 45 million people off of health insurance. Forty-five million! Over 100 million people could lose health care coverage because they have a preexisting condition. The only reason they can get it is because of the Affordable Care Act."

About 21 million people signed up for a health plan this year through the marketplaces set up by the Affordable Care Act. All told, nearly 50 million Americans have been covered by such plans since they were first created a decade ago. A federal government analysis released last month found that 50 million to 129 million non-elderly Americans have some sort of preexisting condition, which could put them at risk of losing coverage or being charged exorbitant prices without the protection of the 2010 law.

Democrats hope to make health care a defining issue in the final two weeks of the campaign, seizing on Mr. Trump's comment at his debate last month with Ms. Harris that he would still try to eliminate the Affordable Care Act if he could come up with a better version. Pressed on whether he actually had such a plan, he said, "I have concepts of a plan" and that "you'll be hearing about it in the not-too-distant future."

Mr. Trump made the repeal of the law a signature effort of his presidency, only to see it collapse in the middle of the night when Senator John McCain, Republican of Arizona, turned a dramatic thumbs down to signal his no vote. Mr. Trump has promised a concrete replacement plan repeatedly in the years since, but other than saying he supports protections for people with preexisting conditions, he has never delivered a comprehensive plan. His administration separately supported an effort to eliminate the health care law through the courts only to fail there too.

Instead, he and his running mate, Senator JD Vance of Ohio, have lately tried to turn the issue around by claiming that Mr. Trump as president actually saved the Affordable Care Act because he administered it better than his predecessor -- a claim widely ridiculed by Democrats and health care policy specialists.

Mr. Trump has sent conflicting messages during this year's campaign about whether he would try again to repeal the Affordable Care Act if he wins re-election. "If we can come up with a plan that's going to cost our people, our population, less money and be better health care than Obamacare, then I would absolutely do it," he said at the debate. "But until then I'd run it as good as it can be run."

The politics of the health care law, often called Obamacare because it was passed under President Barack Obama, have evolved dramatically since Mr. Trump was first elected. While it was initially unpopular, Mr. Trump's effort to kill it seemed to make the public view the law more favorably. Only 43 percent of Americans had a positive assessment of the law in November 2016 when Mr. Trump was elected, while 62 percent now support it, according to polling by KFF, a health policy research organization.

Mr. Biden, appearing with Senator Bernie Sanders, the Vermont independent popular with progressives, also argued that Mr. Trump would cause the price of prescription drugs to go up if he tried to repeal the 2022 Inflation Reduction Act, which imposed cost curbs. The law capped the price of insulin for Medicare patients at $35 per month and authorized the federal government to negotiate lower prices for other drugs through the program.

"Not a single Republican voted for this, not one single Republican in the House or the Senate voted, not one," he said. "But thanks to the Inflation Reduction Act, we finally beat Big Pharma."
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Send in the Juggalos: Harris Gets a Little Help From Insane Clown Posse

Endorsements, how do they work?

Violent J, left, and Shaggy 2 Dope, the rappers who make up Insane Clown Posse, last month. Violent J recently told an interviewer that he supported Vice President Kamala Harris. Nina Westervelt for The New York Times



By Katie Rogers
Reporting from Washington


Oct 23, 2024 at 07:39 PM

The clowns are for Kamala.

Violent J, who makes up one-half of the rap duo Insane Clown Posse, recently told an interviewer during a segment on "The Daily Show" that he supported Vice President Kamala Harris. His biggest issues: taxation of the poor, women's rights and incurring the wrath of his mother if he does not vote.

"I want her to win because she's a Democrat, and I love my mom," Violent J, a Detroit native, said in one of the few printable quotes from an expletive-laced interview that aired last week.

The celebrity endorsement from Violent J -- whose legal name is Joseph Frank Bruce -- might not be as coveted as, say, Taylor Swift's, but Insane Clown Posse has one of the most devoted fan bases in popular music. Up to two million people self-identify as fans, or Juggalos or Juggalettes, according to some assessments.

The group's supporters tend to be young, male, and disengaged from the political process, and they sometimes view themselves as outsiders. Those are the exact types of people both Ms. Harris and former President Donald J. Trump are trying to win over in a very tight race. Insane Clown Posse's roots in Detroit mean that Michigan, a key battleground state, is the heart of the Juggalo movement.

Which is not to say, of course, that clowns could decide the election.

Insane Clown Posse has a complicated history with the federal government. In 2014, the duo unsuccessfully sued the Justice Department and the Federal Bureau of Investigation after the F.B.I.'s National Gang Intelligence Center classified Juggalos as "a loosely organized hybrid gang." The center cited episodes in which people suspected of being "Juggalo associates" had committed violent acts. The rap pair's argument was that they had been misunderstood.

Over the next 13 days, the race will be a mad scramble for undecided or tuned-out voters. Mr. Bruce may speak for at least a handful of them.

During the "Daily Show" interview, Mr. Bruce learned how to say the vice president's given name -- "Fresh," he said, when he mastered the pronunciation. He said he had grown to dislike Mr. Trump over his plans to build a border wall, and he offered his support for environmental issues: "Let me tell you what a superior animal is: a whale."

His was maybe the most unconventional endorsement in Ms. Harris's recent wave of celebrity support. On Tuesday evening, the rapper Eminem, another Detroit native, took the stage at a rally and urged Michigan residents to vote.

"I don't think anyone wants an America where people are worried about retribution," he told the crowd before throwing his support behind Ms. Harris and introducing the night's headliner, former President Barack Obama, who promptly rapped a few bars of Eminem's hit "Lose Yourself."

The value of a celebrity endorsement is difficult to measure. There is research that suggests Oprah Winfrey had a decisive influence in Mr. Obama's primary election success in 2008, driving as many as a million votes his way, according to a report by the Kellogg School of Management at Northwestern University.

Enthusiasm in the diffuse age of social media is harder to gauge: Ms. Swift's endorsement in September drove about 406,000 people to Vote.gov, a government-run website with voter-registration tools, but that number does not mean that many people actually registered to vote.

"Almost anything can matter, but it probably won't," Mark Harvey, the author of "Celebrity Influence: Politics, Persuasion, and Issue-Based Advocacy," said in an interview. "We really only have one study that has indicated that an actual endorsement has made a difference, and that is Oprah. Most of the time, when you ask people when they're going to vote, it's going to be on the economy or party ID. It's not really about what Taylor Swift thinks."

On the effect of Eminem and Insane Clown Posse, two acts from a crucial swing state, Mr. Harvey added, "If I were Harris, I'd think, 'If I could strip any of those people away, I'm going to try to do it -- even if they're clowns.'"

The Harris campaign on Wednesday did not immediately comment on the universe of endorsements, including the one from half of Insane Clown Posse. The other half, Joseph Utsler, who performs as Shaggy 2 Dope, has not said which candidate he supports.
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These Places Have Democracy Watchdogs Bracing for Potential Election Discord

Some counties have a history of refusing to certify election results. Others have tried to disqualify voters or prevent them from casting absentee ballots.

Voting in Reno, in Nevada's Washoe County, during the primary election earlier this year. The county's three Republican commissioners opposed the certification of two recounts of the local primary results earlier this year. Emily Najera for The New York Times



By Neil Vigdor



Oct 23, 2024 at 03:07 PM

Voting rights groups are keeping tabs on roughly two dozen counties as potential hot spots for electoral discord, places that in recent cycles have seen pushback on the certification of results or efforts to disqualify some ballots or common election procedures.

The counties have repeatedly found themselves at the center of legal disputes, some aimed at overturning former President Donald J. Trump's defeat in the 2020 election.

These are some of the places that democracy watchdogs are closely monitoring:

Arizona



	Cochise County: This deeply Republican area in the southeastern part of the state has been a cauldron of election-driven conspiracy theories, recycled by the former president's supporters. Officials there refused to certify the results of the midterm election in 2022. Not long after, the county's nonpartisan elections director resigned, citing threats against her after she refused to comply with directives from Republicans who control county government. Those officials then installed an election skeptic to oversee voting, prompting the state's Democratic attorney general to sue the county. Since then, three more people have filled the job, including another election denier, who also resigned, citing intimidation.
And on Oct. 21, one of the Republicans who delayed certification of the 2022 election results pleaded guilty to a misdemeanor charge of failing or refusing to perform her duty as an election officer. Charges are still pending against another Republican who took similar actions and has pleaded not guilty.


	Mohave and Pinal Counties flirted in the past with refusing to certify election results, according to the Voting Rights Lab.



Georgia



	Fulton County: The Atlanta metro area remains a source of consternation for democracy watchdogs. It's the most populous county in a swing state that was a focus of Mr. Trump's efforts to overturn his loss in 2020 and the one where he was charged criminally for election subversion.
At the local level, a right-wing Fulton County commissioner filed a lawsuit earlier this year contending that she had the right to refuse to certify an election. A court rejected that argument on Oct. 14, ruling that the certification process was mandatory. (The county commission is controlled by Democrats, who would be likely to overrule any efforts to block certification anyway.) The judge who wrote the ruling, Robert C.I. McBurney, was the same one who presided over the special grand jury investigation into election interference by Mr. Trump, who was indicted along with 18 allies on criminal charges in Georgia.
Judge McBurney also knocked down a legal fight over whether ballots must be counted by hand earlier this month, blocking a new rule that would have required hand counting for the Nov. 5 election. Counting ballots by hand is less accurate and is more costly and time-consuming than using voting machines, according to the Brennan Center for Justice.


	Spalding County, a Republican stronghold roughly 40 miles south of Atlanta, has become emblematic of right-wing mistrust of election voting machines. Just last year, officials ordered a hand count of ballots before election results could be certified there. Officials in several other places in Georgia have also balked at certifying the election results, including in Cobb, DeKalb and Coffee Counties.



Michigan



	Wayne County: Detroit, Michigan's largest city and an overwhelmingly Democratic one, has been a focus of Mr. Trump's ire since it played a key role in flipping the swing state to Joseph R. Biden Jr. in 2020. Mr. Trump's allies have since focused on training poll watchers in the state and questioning voter rolls. In a brief that was unsealed this month in Mr. Trump's federal election interference case, one of his former operatives was quoted by prosecutors as welcoming a "riot" at a vote-counting center in the city in 2020 after a large batch of Biden ballots was counted.


	Delta County: Part of the Upper Peninsula and an area that twice voted overwhelmingly for Mr. Trump, it initially refused to certify the results of a recall election in May before relenting.



Nevada



	Washoe County: Nevada's second-most-populous county is a microcosm of the competitiveness and of the staying power of election skepticism in the swing state. In July, all three Republican commissioners in the county, which includes Reno, opposed the certification of two recounts of the local primary results from June. Nevada's attorney general and its secretary of state, who are both Democrats, filed a lawsuit with the state's Supreme Court asking it to reinforce the legal requirements of local officials to certify election results. The county's five-member Board of Commissioners reversed its decision, and the court later dismissed the lawsuit.
During the 2022 midterm elections, one of those Republican county commissioners, Jeanne Herman, pushed unsuccessfully to use paper ballots and have them counted by hand, along with posting sheriff's deputies at polling places. Ms. Herman, a Trump supporter, is still in office.


	Nye County: Voting machines have remained taboo in this rural and Republican stronghold, which has tried to do away with their use altogether and count ballots by hand instead. One such plan drew numerous legal challenges during 2022, from groups that included the American Civil Liberties Union of Nevada and the Brennan Center for Justice. The county ultimately used machines as its primary mechanism for tabulating votes while also doing hand counts. The official who pushed for the hand count resigned this year.


	Esmeralda County: This southwestern Nevada county, with its mining history, ghost towns and fealty to the former president, has become illustrative of the hostility toward election officials. This year, even a Trump supporter, the county's Republican clerk, was the focus of a recall effort after she repeatedly debunked falsehoods about voting integrity after the 2020 election.



North Carolina



	Mecklenburg County: Holding North Carolina, a swing state that no Republican presidential candidate has lost since 2008, appears to be critical for Mr. Trump and his path to victory this fall. He and Vice President Kamala Harris are effectively tied there, according to a New York Times polling average.
In 2020, when Mr. Biden won Mecklenburg, the state's second-most-populous county and home to Charlotte, Republicans balked at certifying the election results, objecting to the state's nine-day grace period for receiving absentee ballots that had been postmarked by Election Day. But they were outnumbered on the county's Board of Elections, which certified the results in a party-line vote (Republicans are outnumbered on the state's board of elections, too).
Now there is no grace period for returning absentee ballots, according to the state, where the Democratic governor and Republicans who control the State Legislature have clashed over election rules. Ballots must be received by 7:30 p.m. Eastern time on Election Day.


	Surry County: Election falsehoods have swirled in the county, which borders Virginia and is part of North Carolina's Piedmont region. Last year, the state removed two election deniers from the county's election board after they refused to certify the results of elections in 2022. The state found no irregularities. The ousted officials had criticized a federal judge's ruling that blocked a photo ID requirement for voters in the state.



Pennsylvania



	Luzerne County: In Pennsylvania, where the Harris and Trump campaigns have spent more money on advertising than in any other swing state, this northeastern county has come to symbolize Republican defiance of ministerial election duties. The county resisted certifying the results of this year's primaries. Twice carried by Mr. Trump, the county also delayed certifying the results of the midterm election in 2022 after a shortage of paper ballots created problems. Two days later, it relented, but not before being sued after it missed the state's certification deadline.


	Multiple counties in Pennsylvania, which seesawed from Mr. Trump to Mr. Biden in 2020, have refused to count mail-in ballots that did not have handwritten dates on their return envelopes, as required by state law. The issue over noncompliant ballots remains unsettled. Last month, a lower-court ruling that would have required election officials in the state's two most populous counties to accept otherwise valid mail-in ballots lacking the handwritten date was thrown out by the state's Supreme Court. It ruled that the lower court did not have jurisdiction, but did not weigh in on the merits of the case.
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Filipino American Voters Could Decide Key Races in Nevada

Democrats in particular have tried to reach voters who are now part of the largest Asian American group in Nevada.

Of all the presidential battleground states, Nevada has the largest proportion of Asian American voters, comprising nearly 12 percent of the electorate. A sign outside one early voting location in Las Vegas recently told residents where to vote in English and Tagalog, an official language of the Philippines. Ethan Miller/Getty Images



By Amy Qin
Amy Qin reported from Las Vegas, where she spoke with more than two dozen Filipino American community leaders and voters.


Oct 22, 2024 at 07:27 PM

In Las Vegas, a growing number of Filipino Americans are teaching students, caring for the sick and keeping the casinos running. After work, many trickle into the off-strip California Hotel & Casino to enjoy oxtail soup and head to Filipino-owned businesses to shop.

They were long overlooked by political campaigns that focused on reaching other ethnic groups. But candidates are now heavily courting Filipino voters, who are seen this year as a deciding factor in the swing state.

Candidates from both parties are showing up to Filipino banquets in custom-made dress shirts and traditional Filipiniana gowns. And the presidential campaign for Vice President Kamala Harris has rolled out "Pinoy Pride" billboards around Las Vegas and released several ads that feature Filipino leaders in Nevada talking about the economy and health care.

"We're not just warm bodies at their campaign events anymore," said Joel Enriquez, a Filipino American who owns a small business and was featured in an ad released last week for Ms. Harris. "They actually want to engage with us now."

Of all the presidential battleground states, Nevada has the largest proportion of Asian American voters, comprising nearly 12 percent of the electorate. And Filipino Americans constitute the largest group within this population, with nearly 59,000 registered voters in a state that President Biden won by just over 33,000 votes in 2020, according to APIAVote, a nonpartisan, voter education group for Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.

When Vice President Kamala Harris started an Asian American voter outreach initiative in Las Vegas this summer, a large group of Filipino community leaders attended. Erin Schaff/The New York Times


In the past, Filipino Americans have leaned Democratic, though less so than some other Asian American groups. Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota, the Democratic nominee for vice president, and Maya Harris, Ms. Harris's sister, have appealed to Filipino American voters in the state. And when Ms. Harris started an Asian American voter outreach initiative in Las Vegas this summer, a large group of Filipino community leaders attended.

On the Republican side, Sam Brown, the party's Senate candidate, attended a Filipino community event this summer wearing a barong, a traditional Filipino dress shirt. And prominent Filipino American figures like Josie Harrison -- whose son Jo Koy, a comedian, is among the best-known Filipino American celebrities in the country -- have served as high-profile surrogates for Republican candidates.

While Donald J. Trump, the Republican presidential nominee, has made gains with some nonwhite voters, Republicans have generally pulled back this year from direct appeals to voters based on their ethnic background. Their Asian American outreach community center in Las Vegas, which they touted as part of their strategy in 2022, has been replaced by a vape shop. 

Steven Cheung, a spokesman for Mr. Trump's campaign, said that the former president's record was powerful enough to appeal to all voters. "He created an environment where diversity, equal opportunity and prosperity were afforded to everybody," Mr. Cheung said.

Whether the outreach efforts by both parties will sway Filipino American voters remains to be seen. Turnout among Filipino American voters has fluctuated over the years, and Filipino Americans had the lowest turnout rate nationally among Asian American voters in 2020, according to AAPI Data, a research organization that focuses on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.

Sam Brown, the Republican candidate for Senate in Nevada, has been trying to connect with Filipino voters on the campaign trail. Mikayla Whitmore for The New York Times


Researchers say that campaigns have struggled to identify Filipinos based on voter registration files. Filipino Americans often have Spanish surnames, owing to the Philippines' history as a Spanish colony for over 300 years. As a result, campaigns often target Filipino Americans in Spanish rather than in Tagalog, an official language of the Philippines.

Filipino Americans can also be more difficult to reach because they are more geographically dispersed in cities than other ethnic groups, said Anthony Ocampo, a professor of sociology at California State Polytechnic University, Pomona.

Some community leaders also suggest that Filipino Americans have been less politically engaged because they have had less free time.

Gloria Caoile, a Filipino American leader in Nevada and a prominent Democratic organizer, said targeted mobilization efforts like voter registration drives at Filipino supermarkets and candidate town halls were convincing more people to vote this year.

"For a long time, civic engagement was nonexistent because most of our folks were working two or three jobs or running their own businesses," Ms. Caoile said. "But now the tide has changed."

While some Filipinos first came to the United States starting in the 16th century as sailors and indentured servants, a larger wave of migration began around 1900, soon after the United States annexed the Philippines.

Filipinos were not subject to the exclusion laws that prevented other Asians from coming to the United States in the early 20th century. Some migrated as students or joined the American military. Many more were recruited to work on sugar plantations in Hawaii and, later, on farms and canneries along the West Coast and in Alaska. Filipino Americans showcased their political power in 1965 when Larry Itliong, a Filipino labor leader, organized a major strike of Filipino grape workers in Delano, Calif.

A landmark 1965 immigration law, which eliminated quotas based on country of origin, ushered in another large wave of Filipino immigrants, including many nurses, doctors, schoolteachers and other professionals. Filipino Americans are now the third-largest Asian American group,  after Chinese and Indians.

In Nevada, home to one of the fastest-growing Filipino populations in the country, political divisions among families, friend groups and church congregations are not uncommon.

As friends ate Jollibee fried chicken, spaghetti and fish soup at a weekly prayer group meeting in Las Vegas, the conversation touched on worries about inflation and also Mr. Trump's character.

The conversation was dominated by Democrats and those leaning toward Ms. Harris, while supporters of Mr. Trump mostly stayed quiet. One voter said she preferred Mr. Trump's economic policies but felt that he acted too dictatorial.

Afterward, Jean Feller, 49, a loan officer in the Las Vegas area who immigrated to the United States in 2000, said that while she was personally against abortion because of her Catholic faith, she was backing Ms. Harris because she believed the vice president would take action on climate change and ensure more decency in politics.

"Kamala is a fighter, she's an Asian and she's an immigrant," she said. "As an immigrant myself, I feel very aligned with that."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/22/us/elections/filipino-american-voters-nevada.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




New Jersey House Race Narrows in Final Days

The campaign of the Democratic challenger, Sue Altman, has received a $4 million infusion after polls showed her closing in on the Republican incumbent, Thomas Kean Jr.

House Democrats have begun a last-minute push to boost the campaign of Sue Altman, who is challenging Thomas Kean Jr. in New Jersey's Seventh Congressional District. Bryan Anselm for The New York Times



By Tracey Tully



Oct 23, 2024 at 08:00 AM

For weeks, a congressional seat in one of the country's most closely watched swing districts seemed destined to remain under Republican control.

America PAC, a political action committee founded by Elon Musk, the world's richest man, has used digital ads to boost the Republican incumbent in the New Jersey race, Thomas Kean Jr. Another PAC, the Republican Congressional Leadership Fund, has flooded prime-time television with nearly $3 million in commercials that depict Mr. Kean's Democratic challenger, Sue Altman, as a "radical liberal" who supported "decriminalizing crack, heroin and fentanyl."

Yet with recent polls suggesting that the gap separating the candidates has narrowed, the Democrats have mounted a last-minute push.

On Tuesday, in an 11th-hour sign of confidence, the campaign arm of House Democrats who are fighting to win back a majority they lost two years ago made its first monetary contribution to Ms. Altman. The fund, the House Majority PAC, committed to spend about $4 million in the last two weeks of the race as it released its first TV ad on her behalf.

Supporters of Ms. Altman had publicly criticized the lack of financing from the national Democratic Party. And last week, after an independent poll showed that Mr. Kean was leading by just two percentage points, New Jersey's governor, Philip D. Murphy, called Representative Hakeem Jeffries of New York, the House Democratic leader, to urge support by the House Majority PAC.

"This is an incredibly tight and closing race," Mr. Murphy, a Democrat, said in an interview on Monday before the PAC announced its $4 million infusion of support. "It is quite clear that she's got the momentum."

Mr. Kean, 56, and his campaign aides have not responded to several requests for interviews or comment over the past three weeks.

In a brief interview after a candidate forum on Tuesday night sponsored by the Jewish Federation of Greater MetroWest NJ, Mr. Kean said that "every single poll from the beginning of this race shows me ahead," indicating that he remained confident as the campaign heads into its final days.

Mr. Kean speaking to voters at Temple Sholom in Bridgewater, N.J., on Tuesday. In a brief interview after the event, he said, "every single poll from the beginning of this race shows me ahead." Bryan Anselm for The New York Times


Ms. Altman, 42, a former teacher and professional basketball player who until last year led the New Jersey Working Families Alliance, a left-leaning advocacy group, was relatively unknown before entering the race, a reality that Democratic strategists said was reflected in early internal polls.

Mr. Kean's campaign has emphasized her progressive policy positions, and highlighted a message she posted on social media after the murder of George Floyd in Minneapolis in 2020 that referred to "those of us working on #DefundThePolice in Jersey." She has since said that she was "moved by that moment" and apologized for the sentiment.

Her supporters, noting the changing polling numbers, said the barrage of negative advertising by Republicans might have resulted in a counterintuitive benefit: increased awareness of the race and name recognition for the Democratic challenger.

The ads "certainly tell people that there's a race, and that the incumbent is worried," said Tom Malinowski, a Democrat who represented the district in Congress for two terms before losing to Mr. Kean in 2022.

"The question is," he continued, "Are these ads so over the top that people just say: 'Oh, that's ridiculous. I don't think our former local basketball star wants to legalize fentanyl.'"

The Seventh Congressional District in northern New Jersey is filled with some of the state's most affluent and well-educated voters. The largely suburban district was redrawn after the 2020 census to benefit Republicans, who now outnumber registered Democrats by about 17,000 voters. But its largest bloc of voters is not registered with either major party.

In the State Assembly and Senate, Mr. Kean became known for a moderate brand of Republican politics once epitomized in New Jersey by former governors like his father, Thomas Kean Sr., and Christine Todd Whitman.

He represents a district where President Biden won in 2020, but he has endorsed former President Donald J. Trump.

"I do support the president," he said Tuesday night, referring to Mr. Trump.

Ms. Whitman, who has publicly opposed Mr. Trump, declined to discuss the congressional race or Mr. Kean's strategies, but she did say that she considered attack ads unhelpful.

"I don't think negative advertising by anybody helps the public make an informed decision," Ms. Whitman said.

Research has shown that negative ads are both prevalent and effective, according to Mohamed A. Hussein, a Columbia Business School professor who studies persuasion in political advertising. But he said it was plausible that negative ads could prompt curious voters to become more informed about a race that might otherwise be drowned out by the national political din.

"When you're talking about a highly educated voter base, you could imagine that that is the tension that makes someone do a little more research," Professor Hussein said.

During the campaign's only debate, which was held virtually and aired on C-SPAN, Mr. Kean was asked by a panelist whether he supported mass deportations of migrants. He avoided a direct answer.

Ms. Altman asked him a second time, directly, and requested a yes or no answer. Mr. Kean stared silently at the camera.

"Now I know how the reporters feel," she remarked after several awkward seconds.

It is a strategy familiar to Mr. Kean. He avoided talking with the news media during his successful 2022 campaign, and a recent taped encounter with a Washington reporter in an elevator drew national attention to his refusal to answer questions.

Mr. Kean, who stared silently ahead for more than two minutes during the recorded exchange, later said that he does not conduct interviews in capital hallways.

Ms. Altman has focused her campaign on abortion rights, but has also tried to make Mr. Kean's lack of public engagement a central issue, drawing a sharp contrast during town hall meetings she held over the last month in each of the district's six counties.

Ms. Altman has held town hall meetings in each of the Seventh District's six counties over the past month. Dave Sanders for The New York Times


A meeting in Phillipsburg, N.J., along the state's western border with Pennsylvania in a conservative part of the state, drew nearly 100 voters, including some wearing shirts identifying themselves as supporters of Mr. Trump. More than a dozen people lingered after the 90-minute event to continue to talk with Ms. Altman about her positions on Israel, her support for the police and trade issues.

A man in his 60s who identified himself only as "not extremely MAGA" said he gave Ms. Altman "a lot of credit" for answering a barrage of difficult questions.

But by the end of the night, he said he still intended to vote for Mr. Kean.
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Freshman Enrollment Appears to Decline for the First Time Since 2020

A projected 5 percent drop in this year's freshman class follows a number of disruptions last year, including persistent failures with the FAFSA form.

High school seniors preparing to graduate in Mississippi. Data released on Wednesday highlighted a drop in freshman enrollment at American colleges and universities. Thomas Wells/The Northeast Mississippi Daily Journal, via Associated Press



By Zach Montague
Reporting from Washington


Oct 23, 2024 at 05:01 AM

Freshman enrollment dropped more than 5 percent from last year at American colleges and universities, the largest decline since 2020 when Covid-19 and distance learning upended higher education, according to preliminary data released on Wednesday by the National Student Clearinghouse Research Center, a nonprofit education group.

The finding comes roughly a year after the federal student aid system was dragged down by problems with the Free Application for Federal Student Aid form, commonly known as FAFSA, which led to maddening delays this year in processing families' financial data to send to school administrators. That in turn held up the rollout of financial aid offers well into the summer, leaving many families struggling to determine how much college would cost.

By itself, the enrollment data does not establish that errors with the FAFSA form caused a significant number of students to postpone college out of frustration with the process or to choose lower-cost alternatives to four-year schools, such as community colleges or two-year degree programs.

But the numbers released on Wednesday highlighted a drop in freshman enrollment, particularly at schools serving students from lower-income families that disproportionately depend on federal aid to afford college.

Most significantly, the data indicated that both public and private four-year schools that admit the largest shares of students receiving Pell grants saw freshman enrollment dip by more than 10 percent from 2023 levels.

Pell grants provide a subsidy of up to $7,395 per year for low-income students and offer a financial boost for schools that disproportionately enroll lower-income students. The grants generally support families in the lower half of household income distribution -- those earning $60,000 a year or less -- but more than half have typically gone to students whose families earn less than $20,000 annually.

Increasing the maximum size of the Pell grant for the 2024-25 academic year has been celebrated by Education Department officials as one of the Biden administration's proudest accomplishments. At the urging of department officials, lawmakers increased the maximum award by $900 total, up from $6,495 in 2022.

But the steep drop-off in freshman enrollment at schools with the largest populations of lower-income students suggested that far fewer incoming students were able to take advantage of the more generous award this year, and that any positive financial impact on those schools was blunted by the decline.

Doug Shapiro, the executive director of the National Student Clearinghouse Research Center, said that a variety of factors, including the Supreme Court decision last year ending race-conscious admissions, anxiety over excessive student debt and a strong labor market, may have played some role affecting individual decisions about college. He said it was unclear to what extent headaches with FAFSA may have contributed.

But based on observations from the downturn in 2020, Mr. Shapiro said that when high school seniors deferred college that year, only an "infinitesimal" number returned in the years after, leaving a permanent dent in enrollment. For that reason, he said, there was little evidence that the numbers would bounce back next year with more students than usual flocking back to college.

"Life happens," Mr. Shapiro told reporters during a call on Tuesday. "These students end up with jobs and sometimes families, and they find it harder and harder as time goes on to think about entering college again."

Ahead of the report, the Education Department published an analysis on Tuesday stating that the total number of students it expects to receive federal student aid has risen by 3 percent since 2023 and that 10 percent more students are on track to receive a Pell grant this year.

But in its report, the department acknowledged that it received 2 percent fewer applications for federal student aid this year compared with the year before and said "that gap is larger for high school seniors and other first-time filers."

Data compiled by the National College Attainment Network, which tracks FAFSA applications, shows that around 212,000 fewer high school seniors applied for federal student aid for this cycle, a nearly 9 percent decrease from this time last year.

President Biden has spoken urgently about the need to rein in the costs of college, describing higher education as a "ticket to the middle class." At the same time, he has often highlighted his plans to create well-paying jobs that do not require a college degree and to invest equally in apprenticeship programs and other forms of training that can serve as a pathway to those careers.

James Kvaal, the under secretary of education, said it was difficult to ascribe any drop in enrollment this year to a particular cause given larger demographic trends and shifting attitudes about the value of college.

"It's a complicated story," he said. "You have a long-term decline in college enrollment, punctuated by the pandemic. Recently, we've had a bit of a comeback -- it's hard to know if that progress last year was sort of a new base line or if that was a one-time surge."

Mr. Kvaal also pointed to recent indications that, in part because of increases in federal student aid, the cost of secondary education has gradually come down.

A report published by the College Board this month found that the average debt among those who borrowed for college decreased by $5,500 in inflation-adjusted terms from a decade ago. Tuition for in-state students at public universities has also fallen in that time, the report showed.

The report by the National Student Clearinghouse on Wednesday was based on enrollment numbers from just over half of all U.S. colleges and universities, which together account for around nine million students, and the final numbers may vary as more colleges report their freshman class sizes this semester.

While the report shows declines among students age 18 to 20 who did not start school this year, it nonetheless found that undergraduate enrollment was up by about 3 percent over all, driven in part by an increase in high school-age students taking college courses.

It also found that enrollment in associate degree programs is growing and that the fastest growth occurred among undergraduate certificate seekers, with enrollment in those programs up by 7.3 percent this year.

"The gains among students either continuing from last year or returning from prior stop outs are keeping overall undergraduate numbers growing, especially at community colleges, and that's at least some good news for students and schools alike," Mr. Shapiro said in a statement accompanying the report.
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Man Charged in Attempted Trump Assassination Seeks Judge's Recusal

Lawyers for Ryan Routh want Judge Aileen Cannon to remove herself from the case after a report that her name was among those who could be appointed to a top legal position if Donald Trump is elected.

Law enforcement officials outside the Trump International Golf Club in West Palm Beach, Fla., in September, after Ryan W. Routh was arrested and charged in an assassination attempt on former President Donald J. Trump. Saul Martinez for The New York Times



By Alan Feuer and Maggie Haberman



Oct 23, 2024 at 09:59 PM

Defense lawyers for the Hawaii man charged with trying to assassinate former President Donald J. Trump at his golf course in Florida renewed their efforts on Wednesday to get the Trump-appointed judge who is handling the case to step down, citing a recent news article saying she is under consideration for a top legal position if Mr. Trump wins the election.

Lawyers for the man, Ryan W. Routh, had initially asked the judge, Aileen M. Cannon, to step back from the case last week. They claimed then that there was "an appearance of partiality" on the part of Judge Cannon given that Mr. Trump has "repeatedly praised" her rulings in the separate criminal case in which he stands accused of illegally holding on to classified documents after he left office.

In a surprise decision in that case in July, Judge Cannon dismissed the charges against Mr. Trump in their entirety, ruling -- against decades of legal precedent -- that Jack Smith, the special counsel who filed the indictment, had been illegally appointed to his job.

In their latest filing, Mr. Routh's lawyers suggested there was even more reason for Judge Cannon to remove herself from the assassination case because of an ABC News report on Tuesday. That report said the judge's name had appeared on an internal Trump campaign document listing potential staffing choices for legal jobs in places like the Justice Department and the White House Counsel's Office.

"In the mind of the public, that Mr. Trump appointed your honor may add to the appearance of partiality given that he has publicly praised your honor for rulings in his earlier case," the lawyers told Judge Cannon. "And were Mr. Trump to become president again, he would have authority to elevate your honor to a federal appellate court (including the U.S. Supreme Court) or to high-ranking positions in the executive branch."

Judge Cannon, who would have to remove herself from the case, did not respond to an email seeking comment.

Two people briefed on the matter said her name was on an unofficial list that had been compiled by some advisers to Mr. Trump who are not working on the transition team, with input from Boris Epshteyn, the former president's top legal adviser.

In a statement, a transition official who was not identified by name said, "This false reporting does not represent the realities of the work being done to prepare for President Trump's historic win and him building out the greatest administration in American history."

Mr. Routh was arrested last month after Secret Service agents spotted him carrying a rifle in the brush along the fence line of Mr. Trump's golf course in West Palm Beach, Fla. Federal prosecutors later said they had obtained a letter he left in the possession of an associate saying he had mounted "an assassination attempt on Donald Trump," but had failed.

"I gave it all the gumption I could muster," the letter went on. "It is up to you now to finish the job."

On Monday, prosecutors filed court papers opposing the effort to remove Judge Cannon from Mr. Routh's case. They noted that there needed to be some proof of "abuse of discretion" and that a drastic decision like recusal could not be made solely "on the identity of the president who appointed" the judge.

Mr. Smith has appealed Judge Cannon's ruling throwing out Mr. Trump's classified documents case. It remains unclear if the judge might try to kill the case on different grounds should Mr. Smith win his appeal and the case is reinstated.

But even though his deputies repeatedly expressed exasperation with the judge and several of her decisions in that matter, they have not yet tried to remove her.

Two outside groups of lawyers, however, have filed motions to the appeals court in Atlanta that sits over Judge Cannon asking for it to reassign the classified documents case to a new judge.
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Weinstein to Face Single Trial for 3 Separate Sex Crime Charges

A new accusation against Harvey Weinstein will be joined with previous charges that are being retried, a judge ruled on Wednesday. A jury will likely hear the New York case next spring.

Harvey Weinstein's lawyers have said that his health is deteriorating as he remains in jail. Jefferson Siegel for The New York Times



By Hurubie Meko and Jan Ransom



Oct 23, 2024 at 05:19 PM

Harvey Weinstein, the disgraced Hollywood mogul who was charged with a new sex crime in Manhattan last month, will face a single trial, likely next spring.

Mr. Weinstein, 72, was already going to be retried by the Manhattan district attorney's office in an earlier case that had been overturned and now a jury will simultaneously consider a fresh accusation that he sexually assaulted a woman in a hotel in 2006.

Prosecutors asked the judge in the two cases, Curtis Farber, to consolidate them. Doing so, they argued, would avoid "lengthy, burdensome, duplicative trials" that would in turn "further clog the court system, and burden multiple juries." Justice Farber granted that request during a hearing on Wednesday.

Mr. Weinstein, who held two paperback books as he was wheeled into the courtroom for the hearing, has pleaded not guilty to all the charges. As his lawyers and prosecutors discussed next steps before trial, Mr. Weinstein at one point closed his eyes briefly and shook his head, which was resting in his right hand.

The next hearing in the case, during which the judge intends to rule on all pretrial motions, is scheduled for Jan. 29.

Lindsay M. Goldbrum, a lawyer who said she represented the victim in the new indictment, said her team was pleased with the judge's ruling.

"While Ms. Doe has previously chosen not to publicly share this painful portion of her experience, she has always remained consistent in her conversations with the Manhattan D.A.'s office and maintains that this encounter was not consensual," she said.

The hearing on Wednesday was just the latest legal challenge for the former Hollywood producer, who has been wending his way through the legal system in New York and Los Angeles for years.

Mr. Weinstein's lawyers have long said that his health is failing and in recent months they have accused prosecutors of using stalling tactics while the former producer's health deteriorates in jail.

In September, Mr. Weinstein was moved from the Rikers Island jail complex in New York to the city's Bellevue Hospital for emergency heart surgery. It was not the first time in recent months that he had been moved to the hospital for treatment of a litany of health issues.

Now, Mr. Weinstein has been diagnosed with a form of bone marrow cancer, according to two people familiar with his health struggles who were not authorized to discuss them. The news was first reported by NBC.

His lawyer, Arthur Aidala, declined to comment "out of respect for Mr. Weinstein's privacy."

Craig Rothfeld, Mr. Weinstein's jail consultant, expressed outrage that information about his health, which he called "speculative," would be leaked to the public, calling it a violation of state privacy laws.

"He's got a laundry list of pre-existing medical conditions," Mr. Rothfeld said. "We are continuing to fight for him legally and administratively to be treated and held at Bellevue rather than Rikers."

At the height of his power, Mr. Weinstein was seen as a producer who could make careers, as well as hit movies. Behind the scenes, according to his accusers, he wielded that power to harass and sexually assault women, many of whom were young and trying to establish themselves in the film industry.

In 2020, Mr. Weinstein was convicted in New York of raping an aspiring actress in a hotel room. He was also convicted of assaulting a former television production assistant, who testified that he had forced oral sex on her in his Manhattan apartment.

His New York case was followed by another conviction and a 16-year prison sentence in a separate sex crimes case in Los Angeles.

However, the New York conviction was overturned in April after the state's highest court found that the judge who had presided over the trial had erred by allowing prosecutors to call several accusers as witnesses, even though their allegations had not led to charges.

Prosecutors in Manhattan, led by the district attorney, Alvin L. Bragg, said they would retry Mr. Weinstein.

Maria Cramer contributed reporting.
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New York City Council Approves Bill Regulating Hotel Safety

The bill will require hotels to have licenses, panic buttons for employees and 24-hour staffing at the front desk.

Most New York City hotels are safe, but some violent incidents have raised concerns about crime and a need to better protect workers and guests. Jeenah Moon for The New York Times



By Emma G. Fitzsimmons



Oct 23, 2024 at 04:28 PM

After months of contentious negotiations with the hotel industry, the New York City Council overwhelmingly approved a bill on Wednesday aimed at improving safety at hotels for workers and guests.

The bill, known as the Safe Hotels Act, will require hotels to obtain licenses in order to operate, and to adhere to the licensing requirements. Hotels must schedule staff at the front desk at all hours, provide panic buttons to employees and keep rooms clean.

The bill, which the Council passed 45 to 4, was also supported by powerful industry groups, including the New York Hotel & Gaming Trades Council, which championed the effort, and the Hotel Association of New York City, which had initially opposed it.

The bill's sponsor, Julie Menin, a council member from Manhattan, worked with hotel industry leaders on a compromise after some owners called the bill a "nuclear bomb" for the industry and pledged to spend millions of dollars to stop it. Hotels with 100 rooms or fewer will be exempt from a requirement to hire core employees directly; they may still use subcontractors to staff their hotels.

Ms. Menin said that it was important for hotels to be regulated like other businesses in the city.

"The bill will protect workers by mandating panic buttons and human-trafficking training, and at the same time protect guests and communities throughout the city through its public safety protections," she said in a statement.

New York City has more than 700 hotels, and the vast majority are safe. But there have been notable examples of violence, especially at budget hotels outside Manhattan.

The bill's passage was a major victory for the Hotel & Gaming Trades Council, which represents about 35,000 hotel and casino workers in New York and New Jersey, and had lobbied hard for it. The union's president, Rich Maroko, said in a statement that it would provide "sensible health, safety and quality standards for guests and workers."

Mayor Eric Adams, a Democrat who ran on a public safety message, is close with the hotel union and is expected to support the bill. His office did not respond to a request for comment.

Mr. Adams, who was indicted on federal corruption charges last month, sounded a positive note when asked about the bill in August.

"I love working with the City Council when they talk about how we make our city safer," he said.

The bill has the strong support of the city's five district attorneys, who sent a letter to the Council noting that criminal complaints to the Police Department "originate from hotels and motels at a far higher rate than from other types of locations."

Operators that violate the license conditions would be subject to civil penalties, including fines of up to $5,000 for multiple offenses. The license fee will be $350.

Some hotel groups still oppose the bill and say it would be too onerous on the industry, which is still recovering from the coronavirus pandemic. Kevin Carey, the interim president of the American Hotel & Lodging Association, a national industry group, said the bill would harm minority-owned businesses.

Its passage "caps a legislative scramble and special interest power play that will do irreparable harm to the city's hotel industry and tourism economy," he said.

Vijay Dandapani, president of the Hotel Association of New York City, which represents nearly 300 hotels with more than 80,000 rooms collectively, had vehemently opposed the bill but now supports it.

"Because of changes we negotiated to this legislation that allow for fairer licensing rules and exempt small hotels from unworkable mandates, we now believe it will create practical standards that will protect our industry and its workers," he said.
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Ward Christensen, Early Visionary of Social Media, Dies at 78

Housebound during a 1978 blizzard, he and a friend began devising the first computer bulletin board, a forerunner of online services like Reddit, TikTok and Facebook.

Ward Christensen in 2002 with the original hardware of what he and a colleague called the Computerized Bulletin Board System, or C.B.B.S.  Jason Scott



By Cade Metz



Oct 21, 2024 at 10:31 PM

Ward Christensen, a computer scientist who helped build the first online bulletin board, a forerunner of the internet messaging apps and social media services that would become a staple of modern life, died on Oct. 11 at his home in Rolling Meadows, Ill. He was 78.

His brother, Donald, said the cause was a heart attack.

In the summer of 1975, while working as an engineer at an IBM office in Chicago, Mr. Christensen joined a home computer club called the Chicago Area Computer Hobbyists' Exchange, or CACHE. Through the club, he met a fellow hobbyist named Randy Suess. A few years later, the two began discussing how they might build a system that could send information between computers via telephone lines.

Then, on Jan. 16, 1978, a blizzard hit Chicago, covering the city in 40 inches of snow and stranding Mr. Christensen at his home in the suburbs. He phoned Mr. Suess, suggesting that they use the time to start building their messaging system. He wondered if they should get help from other club members, but Mr. Suess argued that involving more people would slow the project down.

"Forget the club. It would just be management by committee," Mr. Suess said, as Mr. Christensen recalled their conversation to The New York Times in 2009. "It's just me and you. I will do the hardware, and you will do the software."

Using a spare computer, some software and a novel device called a modem, which could send and receive data across phone lines, they eventually jury-rigged a machine that allowed club members to trade information. Using their own home computers, they could remotely connect to the machine and upload messages for others to read, including meeting notices and ideas for new projects.

Mr. Christensen saw this as an electronic version of the wall-mounted bulletin boards inside grocery stores, where anyone could post paper fliers that advertised local concerts or sought babysitters. "I patterned the software after the cork-board-and-push-pins type of bulletin board," he wrote a decade later.

When Mr. Suess suggested they call the new system "the Computer Elites' Communication Project," or C.E.C., Mr. Christensen demurred. In the end, they called it the Computerized Bulletin Board System, or C.B.B.S.

As the idea spread, by word of mouth and through trade magazines, computer bulletin boards emerged from hobbyist groups across the country. These makeshift systems, a means of sharing everything from short messages to video games to software code, anticipated the rise of social media apps like Reddit, TikTok, Facebook and YouTube, as well as countless internet file-sharing services.

"The idea that you can order a computer and then use it to go to places on an internet and talk to others began with these two guys," said Jason Scott, a computer history archivist who made an online documentary about the creation of C.B.B.S. "They said, 'Anybody can do this.'"

Ward Leon Christensen was born on Oct. 23, 1945, in West Bend, Wis., a city named for a bend in the Milwaukee River. His father, Roy, was a safety director for the West Bend Company, which made aluminum kitchen products. His mother, Florence (Hohmann) Christensen, sold World Book encyclopedias.

Though Mr. Christensen would become known among fellow hobbyists in the early 1980s for his skills as a computer programmer, he was, from an early age, someone who tinkered with hardware. As a teenager in the early 1960s, he built a computer adding machine that operated via switches and lightbulbs.

He attended the University of Wisconsin, Madison, but dropped out. He later enrolled at Milton, a small private college nearby, where he studied physics and chemistry. During his senior year, he phoned his mother to say that IBM was visiting the campus looking for new hires; she drove from their home in West Bend and bought him a new suit to wear to the interview.

In 1968, IBM offered him a job as a systems engineer in the sales office. He spent his entire career with the company, retiring in 2012.

At first, Mr. Christensen was "bitterly disappointed" that his department did not have computers, he said on an internet mailing list, adding, "So I got interested in having my own."

Home computers began reaching the market in subsequent years, and he was among the first hobbyists to buy these machines and join clubs like CACHE, which allowed them to share tips and tricks and even to collaborate on new hardware and software.

In 1977, he developed a protocol, called XMODEM, for sending computer files across phone lines; it was later used on C.B.B.S.

When he and Mr. Suess pieced together their new messaging system in 1978, "it looked like it was put together with bailing wire and chewing gum," Mr. Christensen recalled. Mr. Suess had soldered together hardware that would automatically load Mr. Christensen's software onto an S-100 personal computer whenever a call came via the modem.

Mr. Christensen volunteered to run the system from his home in Dolton, Ill., just south of Chicago. But Mr. Suess said it should remain in the basement of his home in Chicago's Wrigleyville neighborhood, so that club members in the city could tap into the machine without paying long-distance telephone charges.

The next fall, Mr. Christensen described their creation in an article he wrote for Byte, a magazine for computer hobbyists. When they retired their system less than a decade later, its phone line had received more than a half-million calls.

In addition to his brother, he is survived by his nieces, Carin and Dana Christensen, and his partner, Debra Adamson.

Despite their groundbreaking collaboration, neither Mr. Christensen nor Mr. Suess made much money from their invention or achieved much fame because of it. But Mr. Christensen took pride in what he had built. For decades, his license plate read, "XMODEM."
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Paul Di'Anno, Early Iron Maiden Frontman, Dies at 66

He sang with the band in its early years before being replaced by Bruce Dickinson. He later worked with other bands and pursued a solo career.

Paul Di'Anno in 1981. He gained popularity on the heavy metal scene in the late 1970s after he became the lead singer of Iron Maiden. Paul Natkin/Getty Images



By Jesus Jimenez



Oct 21, 2024 at 09:58 PM

Paul Di'Anno, an English singer who was an early frontman for the popular heavy metal band Iron Maiden in the 1970s and '80s, has died at his home in Salisbury, England. He was 66.

Conquest Music, a label that represented Mr. Di'Anno, announced his death in a statement on social media on Monday. The statement did not say when he died or cite a cause.

Mr. Di'Anno, whose legal name was Paul Andrews, gained popularity on the heavy metal scene in the late 1970s after he joined Iron Maiden. He performed with the band from 1978 through 1981, during which time the group released its first two albums: "Iron Maiden," released in 1980, and "Killers," released in early 1981.

On "Running Free," the debut single from "Iron Maiden," Mr. Di'Anno, who wrote the lyrics, sang about a 16-year-old fleeing responsibility, the authorities and an angry mob over crunchy guitar chords and a bouncy drumbeat. He also had a writing credit on the title track of "Killers," which starts with wailing screeches before Mr. Di'Anno goes on to sing about a ruthless character whose "blood lust defies all his needs."

Iron Maiden in 1980. From left: Clive Burr, Dave Murray, Steve Harris, Dennis Stratton and Mr. Di'Anno. Virginia Turbett/Redferns, via Getty Images


After leaving Iron Maiden, Mr. Di'Anno performed with bands including Battlezone and Killers and also had a solo career. He released a career retrospective album, "The Book of the Beast," in September.

He said in a recent interview with Metal Hammer magazine that he didn't blame the band for replacing him with Bruce Dickinson, who would go on to lead Iron Maiden during its most successful years.

"In the end I couldn't give 100 percent to Maiden anymore and it wasn't fair to the band, the fans or to myself," he said.

In his autobiography, "The Beast," published in 2010, Mr. Di'Anno wrote that he also thought the other members of the band had grown worried about his partying habits, a topic about which he wrote openly.

"That was just the way I was," he wrote. "I'd let off a bit of steam, have a few drinks and generally act as if I was taking part in a 24-hour party, which I honestly felt I was."

Mr. Di'Anno had suffered from health problems in the past few years, but he continued to perform in a wheelchair. He had played more than 100 shows since 2023, according to his label.

Paul Andrews was born in Chingford, East London, on May 17, 1958. In "The Beast," he wrote that he had been interested in music since he was young. He remembered skipping school once to see the band AC/DC, which he described as "just on the verge of becoming really big then."

Information about survivors was not immediately available.

The first time Mr. Di'Anno saw Iron Maiden play was at a venue in East London. The band's performance, he wrote, was unremarkable.

"It was a very early incarnation of the band, but Christ almighty, they bloody stank to high heaven," he wrote.

Mr. Di'Anno later met the band, and they soon began writing songs together and rehearsing. After that, he wrote in his autobiography, he "really began to think the band had the potential to be something a bit special."
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Stan Asofsky, Vociferous Courtside Superfan of the Knicks, Dies at 87

For decades, beginning in 1959, he was a regular presence at Madison Square Garden (in two locations), befriending players and heckling opposing players and refs.

Stan Asofsky, right, with his constant front-row companion, Fred Klein, during a Knicks game. Like many fans, he had waited half a century for another Knicks title. He died still waiting.  via Roberta Cohen



By Harvey Araton
Harvey Araton is a former sports columnist and reporter for The Times who often wrote about the N.B.A.


Oct 22, 2024 at 09:44 PM

Stan Asofsky was more than a rabid New York Knicks fan. He was a ticket holder with access, reflecting a time when professional sports venues were far less fortified and class-segregated. When one didn't have to be Spike Lee, or Taylor Swift, to walk in a celebrity athlete's world.

Or play. During the 1960s, Mr. Asofsky delivered crisp bounce passes to Cazzie Russell, a young Knicks forward, while Russell practiced jump shots at the 92nd Street Y, on Manhattan's Upper East Side. Then they would shower and walk a few blocks south to the hot-dog emporium Papaya King, so Russell could rehydrate with a glass of tropical juice.

"He wasn't getting enough minutes, and he wanted the workout," Mr. Asofsky told me in 2009. "I said, 'Come to our Y.' He said, 'Are there ballplayers there?'"

Mr. Asofsky, who died on Sept. 12 at 87, was more than a prideful gym rat with a bum knee, not to mention a superfan; he could also be an accommodating friend: He once set Russell up on a blind date, with a woman who worked with Mr. Asofsky in CBS's publishing division, as he recalled in the 2009 interview, for a book I was writing about the Knicks' glory days.

Certainly seat location helped in the creation of the insider persona that Mr. Asofsky developed alongside Fred Klein, his front-row companion for a half century at two Madison Square Garden locations.

Long before there was such a thing as celebrity row, where Mr. Lee has stretched his vocal cords and enhanced his exposure as a premier filmmaker, Mr. Asofsky and Mr. Klein were the arena's best-known baiters of Knicks' opponents and referees alike.

When Mr. Lee learned of Mr. Asofsky's death, at the Princeton Medical Center near his home in Monroe, N.J. -- four years after Mr. Klein died of Covid-19 -- he paid homage to the men whose floor-level seats were within shouting distance of Mr. Lee's sideline perch opposite the Knicks' bench.

In a text to Mr. Asofsky's family, Mr. Lee wrote: "Stan and his buddy Fred are Knicks/Garden royalty. I grew up with them."

Mr. Asofsky, right, and Mr. Klein were interviewed by an unidentified CBS Sports reporter during a Knicks game at Madison Square Garden in about 1996. They achieved a certain celebrity there.  via Roberta Cohen


The Knicks likewise matured as a franchise under the watchful eyes of Mr. Asofsky and Mr. Klein, whose relationship had commenced during a pickup game in which they traded blows.

Mr. Asofsky began attending Knicks games during the 1959-60 season, when the Garden was at Eighth Avenue and West 49th Street, his son-in-law, Greg Fersko, said. Development of a Knicks championship team began a half-decade later, leading to titles in 1970 and 1973 (the last the franchise has won).

When those rising contenders moved into the new Garden, less than a mile south, in 1968, Mr. Asofsky and Mr. Klein managed to keep their front-row seats. They became featured characters in "Miracle on 33rd Street," Phil Berger's 1970 book recounting of the 1969-70 championship run.

By then, they were well known to everyone, from Wilt Chamberlain -- whom Mr. Asofsky enjoyed serenading by his middle name, Norman -- to Jake O'Donnell, one of the league's most well-known officials.

Years into retirement, in 2009, Mr. O'Donnell asked if "those Carnegie guys" were still around the Garden -- a reference to Mr. Klein, a restaurateur who was part owner of the Carnegie Deli, once a Midtown Manhattan landmark.

"They raised hell a lot, and got you going a little bit -- not that it ever swayed a call," Mr. O'Donnell said.

Mr. Asofsky was wintering in Florida by 2008. Given the skyrocketing costs of Knicks tickets, watching on flat-screen television was a more pragmatic, if no less rabid, viewing experience, said his wife, Roberta Cohen, who confirmed his death, from a cerebral hematoma.

"He watched all the games, read all the papers, scoured over the stats -- the passion never left him," she said.

Stanley Edward Asofsky was born in Brooklyn on June 16, 1937, the younger of two sons of David and Evelyn Asofsky. He attended Stuyvesant High School and Baruch College, both in Manhattan. In addition to his publishing work at CBS, as director of inventory and distribution, Mr. Asofsky owned a deli on Long Island, near Great Neck, where he lived before moving to New Jersey. He also managed a tennis club and was an avid player.

In addition to his wife, he is survived by a daughter, Tami Fersko, and two grandchildren.

Mr. Asofsky was a fan of other New York sports teams, but nothing compared to his love and knowledge of the Knicks, Ms. Cohen said in an interview. Early on, she said, he would not let her attend a game with him unless she could "name at least seven players on the opposing team."

Mr. Asofsky was well known to players and referees alike. He liked to serenade Wilt Chamberlain by his middle name, Norman. In about 1996, he posed with the N.B.A. star Charles Barkley. via Roberta Cohen


Mr. Asofsky's allegiance to the Knicks wasn't a one-way affair -- indeed, it refuted the notion that a sports team won't love you back. When he missed a rare game in 1996 to attend his daughter's wedding rehearsal dinner, Jeff Van Gundy, the Knicks coach at the time, called to ask if he was all right.

When Mr. Asofsky's family planned a 65th-birthday celebration in 2002, Willis Reed, who had been captain of New York's championship teams of 1970 and 1973, called to apologize for having business to attend to as a New Jersey Nets executive -- the N.B.A. finals against the Los Angeles Lakers. He recorded a five-minute video tribute and sent it to Mr. Asofsky instead.

Mr. Asofsky also reveled in his association with reporters who might need an extra set of courtside eyes and ears. At halftime of Game 2 of the 1993 Eastern Conference finals, against the Chicago Bulls, he and Mr. Klein directed me to a fan several rows back who had been heckling Michael Jordan for being out in the wee hours of the morning in Atlantic City.

After The Times reported the details of Jordan's gambling excursion, he defiantly led the Bulls as they recovered from an 0-2 deficit by winning four straight games. Much to Mr. Asofsky's and every Knicks fan's despair, that was arguably their best chance of winning a third title. Perhaps until now.

His death occurred shortly before the Knicks acquired the center Karl-Anthony Towns, completing a formidable lineup that many believe will contend this season. Watching the team's formation in recent years lifted Mr. Asofsky's spirits despite his declining health, Ms. Cohen said.

"He just loved Jalen Brunson," she said of the Knicks' star point guard. "He was so up with everything. It's just so sad that he's not here to see if they can finally win another championship."

Harvey Araton is the author of "When the Garden Was Eden: Clyde, the Captain, Dollar Bill, and the Glory Days of the New York Knicks" (2011).
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Ralph Jennings, 86, Dies; Built Up Fordham's Public Radio Station

He transformed WFUV from "a sandbox" into a professional operation, increasing its listenership nearly tenfold.

Ralph Jennings in 2011. He reimagined Fordham University's radio station by bolstering its staff and curating new music. WFUV



By Alex Traub



Oct 21, 2024 at 04:23 PM

Ralph Jennings, who gave stature, stability, prosperity and broad influence to WFUV, Fordham University's radio station, died on Oct. 9 in Manhattan. He was 86.

His death, at a hospital, was caused by normal pressure hydrocephalus, a brain condition, and multiple infections, his wife, Paula (Tadlock) Jennings, said.

Dr. Jennings, a lover of the radio since he was a little boy with severe nearsightedness, took over at WFUV in 1985. At the time, the station offered rock music programs with shout-outs to the disc jockey's dorm buddies and cultural fare that targeted niche audiences. At the office, Dr. Jennings discovered matching grant forms for $10,000 that were lying around unnoticed and never processed.

"You had a 50,000-watt radio station in New York City that covers 13 million people, acting as a sandbox," Dr. Jennings recalled to The New York Times for a profile in 2011.

Setting up shop in three converted lecture halls, WFUV was established in 1947 as New York City's first college noncommercial station. Its alumni have included the sportscasters Vin Scully and Mike Breen as well as the multifaceted music broadcaster Paul Cavalconte.

Dr. Jennings wanted to maintain the station as a trainer of student talent, but in fundamental ways he reimagined it.

He obtained support from the Corporation for Public Broadcasting by expanding the station's professional staff.

He began employing professional D.J.'s, seeking both mentors for students and tasteful curators of new music in an era when commercial radio was narrowing its playlists.

Today, WFUV has 30 full-time professionals who run the station alongside about 70 students.

The D.J.'s wound up including major radio figures like Rita Houston, who gave the folk singer Brandi Carlile her first airtime. The station also championed the singer Norah Jones and the folk band Mumford and Sons before they made it big.

Its weekly listenership increased nearly tenfold under Dr. Jennings, to about 300,000, by the time he retired in 2011, up from 30,000 to 50,000 when he took over. (Last year, Fordham magazine estimated that the station had 325,000 weekly listeners.)

Mr. Jennings clearing his office at WFUV upon his retirement in 2011, after working there for 26 years. Angel Franco/The New York Times


Dr. Jennings was succeeded in 2011 by one of his early hires, Chuck Singleton, who remains WFUV's general manager.

"Ralph laid the groundwork for a public radio service that is known and appreciated by hundreds of thousands of weekly listeners in New York and beyond," Mr. Singleton said in an obituary published by WFUV.

Ralph Merwin Jennings was born on March 26, 1938, in Manhattan and grew up in Torrington, Conn., in the northwestern part of the state. His father, Wesley Jennings, was an insurance agent, and his mother, Nan (Alderman) Jennings, ran the family home.

Ralph was never able to see more than a foot or two in front of him and was considered legally blind. He did chores at the local radio station starting at the age of 13.

In 1963, he graduated from the College of Wooster in Ohio, where he managed WCW, the student radio station. Five years later, he earned a Ph.D. in communications from New York University.

He spent 13 years working for the Rev. Everett C. Parker, who was the director of the Office of Communications at the United Church of Christ. Dr. Parker devoted his time to opposing discrimination in broadcasting, and Dr. Jennings became a lead researcher and field organizer for his campaigns, producing reports on gender and racial bias in coverage and on-air talent. The reports often received coverage in The Times.

Their best-known campaign was for the removal of the license of WLBT, a television station in Jackson, Miss., on the grounds that its programming was so racist that it failed to serve the public interest, as was required by law.

A legal battle concluded in 1969 when Warren E. Burger, who was soon to be chief justice of the United States but was then a federal appellate judge, ordered the station's license to be revoked.

Dr. Jennings went on to help establish Mississippi's nonprofit radio network. He also supported balanced racial representation in programming at WFUV.

His first two marriages ended in divorce. He married Paula Tadlock in 1982. In addition to her, he is survived by their children, Matthew and Alma Jennings. He and his wife lived in Upper Manhattan.

When WFUV was established in 1947, The Times wrote that its task was to steer "between the Scylla of academic boredom and the Charybdis of shallow popularization."

An article in 2013 by the editor of The New Yorker, David Remnick, seemed to confirm that this mission had been accomplished. He wrote that WFUV's programming constituted "a kind of salvation for folk music, old and new, and broadly defined" -- serious but not too serious. Mr. Remnick concluded, "The old, weird America lives."
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Times Insider


From Swing States to Drive-Throughs: On the Campaign Trail with Trump

Since 2023, the political correspondent Michael Gold has followed the former president's campaign, which has proved to be anything but predictable.

Former President Donald J. Trump at a Detroit rally last week, where he spoke of the city's economic potential. Doug Mills/The New York Times



By John Otis



Oct 24, 2024 at 08:00 AM

Election Day is 12 days away. Every day of the countdown, Times Insider will share an article about how our election coverage works. Today, a reporter covering the Trump campaign shares the unique challenges of covering the former president.

Last weekend, former President Donald J. Trump made an unlikely stop on the campaign trail: a McDonald's kitchen.

Michael Gold, a political correspondent for The New York Times, had a front-row seat to the colorful political stunt in suburban Philadelphia, where the former president shoveled fries into red cartons, worked the drive-through window and handed bags of food to effusive (preselected) customers.

It was yet another noteworthy stop for the Republican presidential candidate's campaign, which Mr. Gold has been following since the fall of 2023.

"When I started this, I didn't think we'd have one candidate survive an assassination attempt at a rally," Mr. Gold said in a recent interview. "No one knew how Trump's indictments would play out. No one knew what the trial schedule would be, let alone that the former president would be convicted on 34 felony counts. So much was unpredictable."

Mr. Gold previously reported for the Metro desk; in 2023, he helped expose the many falsehoods peddled by Representative George Santos, Republican of New York. The opportunity to cover stories beyond New York City led him to the Politics desk later that year.

And so far, the campaign has taken him to places like Bozeman, Mont., where the former president referred to his opponent as a "bumbling communist lunatic"; Rapid City, S.D., where Trump supporters wore his mug shot on T-shirts; and, of course, the occasional fast-food restaurant.

In total, Mr. Gold has spent more than 120 days following the campaign on the road. The campaign has nicknamed the plane carrying members of the media trailing Mr. Trump the "thank you press express" -- a joke that references what press wranglers for the White House or campaigns say after the president or a candidate is finished speaking.

"It's a distinctive opportunity to be able to cover such a wide territory of the country and talk to people about such a wide range of things," Mr. Gold said.

In a conversation, Mr. Gold shares what life has been like as Election Day nears and what motivated him to follow the campaign. These are edited excerpts.

Why is it so crucial to be on the road with the Trump campaign?

Part of covering any candidate is seeing how their message is resonating with the people they're talking to. You don't necessarily get a sense of the crowd's reaction, or the mood in the venue, unless you're there. It's important to talk to voters at these rallies and campaigns to get a sense of why people in Wisconsin are attracted to parts of Trump's message, and how that might differ from what people in Nevada or Georgia think. It's crucial to see how specific lines from his stump speech resonate differently across the country.

What are some examples of different messaging you hear in certain places?

Arizona's proximity to the border has made immigration a big issue. And it's an issue people feel more deeply there; it seems like part of their lived experience. In other places, people are concerned about immigration, but it tends to be more abstract for them. The economy is on the minds of voters in every state. It's interesting to see what the big local issues are compared to state-specific issues.

Fracking and energy prices are a huge thing in Pennsylvania. When Trump went to Michigan, he talked about the auto industry extensively. When he went to North Carolina, he talked about the auto industry but he was very focused on furniture, which had been a big industry there. It's the little ways candidates change their speeches to target specific groups that can be revealing.

What has it been like to cover Trump in the final weeks of his campaign, especially as he travels through various battleground states?

We're at the stage where he's doing events every day. It's harder to get a sense at rallies of how undecided voters are reacting to things. I tend to talk more with people who are already committed one way or the other to backing Trump. We do find undecided voters at his events, but they tend to be rare.

One thing that strikes me is that a lot of Trump's rallies are held outside urban areas. As you drive from a city to a more rural location, you can keep track of political signs and billboards and get a sense of how the parties or PACs are spending money and who they're trying to target. I drove on the Pennsylvania Turnpike for several hours in September, and it was interesting to watch the shift as you go to places that are more contested. You can see more yard signs and billboards.

Also, if you turn on the TV in some of these states, it feels like the only ads are political ads.

What challenges are unique to covering Trump?

He deviates from what we expect from political candidates. His speeches are very freewheeling. They're very discursive and can be hard to follow.

Trump's hostility toward the media is often reflected through his supporters. At almost every speech, he'll rile up the crowd by criticizing "fake news." People don't always want to talk to me because his supporters have gotten the sense from him that the mainstream media is biased. I've never worried about my safety, but there have been times when people have been hostile. That's part of the job, of course.

Can you elaborate more on some of the pros and cons of this assignment?

It's hard to predict what the campaign is going to schedule. You don't always know where you're going to be. It doesn't always emerge what states are going to be important, how the dynamics in each state might change and how the candidates might have to adjust. It's more intense than I expected.

One thing that drew me to this job was getting out into the country and talking to people in other states, people who have such different experiences, who are concerned about different things and who see the world in different ways. It's exciting to do that.
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Quote of the Day: Building a Steel Curtain in Ireland

Oct 24, 2024 at 05:01 AM

"I would sell a kidney for it."

SHANE DE LAPPE, a Pittsburgh Steelers fan from Ireland, on his dream of taking a trip to see his team play in the Super Bowl. He is among more than 800 who attended a watch party in Dublin last month.
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travel 101


Visiting a Disney Park? Here's How to Spend Less Time in Line.

Long waits can take a bite out of the magic at places like Walt Disney World and Disneyland. There are ways to speed things up, but be prepared to pay more.

 Weston Wei



By Nora Walsh



Oct 02, 2024 at 10:00 AM

There's no arguing with the global appeal of Mickey Mouse. Millions flock to parks like Walt Disney World, in Orlando, Fla., and Disneyland, in Anaheim, Calif., every year. Some visitors are practically regulars: Haydee Chachamovits, 43, of Aventura, Fla., has been to Disney World more than 50 times.

However, a one-week trip to Disney World for a family of four can cost upward of $6,400, according to the personal finance site NerdWallet. And the price tag has only gotten higher since 2021, when complimentary skip-the-line services like Fast Pass transitioned to the paid Genie+ feature, rebranded this summer as Lightning Lane.

The rising costs may be daunting, but the lines for rides and food don't have to be. Here are some tips to get the maximum magic out of your visit.

Buy passes to skip long lines

The Lightning Lane Multi Pass (starting at $15 per person per day, depending on the date and the park) allows riders to skip regular lines for select attractions at Disney World and Disneyland parks by using designated Lightning Lane entrances at reserved times.

However, some high-demand attractions like Tron Lightcycle/Run are not included in the Multi Pass and require you to buy a Lightning Lane Single Pass (starting at $11 per person per day; prices can change daily, depending on demand). You can purchase up to two Lightning Lane Single Passes per day.

At Disney World, visitors can make Lightning Lane reservations remotely, starting at 7 a.m. At Disneyland, you must be scanned into the park before reserving.

Jenn Johnson, the founder of the family travel blog Those Johnson Boys, who has been to Disney World 12 times in the last eight years, recommends checking the website Thrill Data before heading to the park to know which rides are booking up the quickest. The Lightning Lanes at some rides, such as Slinky Dog Dash and Remy's Ratatouille Adventure, book up within minutes of 7 a.m., she said, so if a specific attraction is a priority, make sure you reserve it right away.

At Disneyland, Lightning Lane reservations rarely run out, as they often do at Disney World, said McCayla Butler, 42, of Seattle, who often shares Disney tips on her mc.and.mouse.club Instagram account. At Disneyland, Ms. Butler specifically recommends purchasing a Lightning Lane Single Pass for Star Wars: Rise of the Resistance (typically around $26 per person), since the wait time is always long and, she said, it is a "must do" attraction.

Join a single-rider line, or book a tour

At both parks, members of your group can split up to take advantage of single-rider lines, which are used to fill unoccupied seats on attractions. "They usually move way faster than the standard standby line," said Ms. Butler, noting that the single-rider line is typically located near the exit of the attraction.

Similarly, if a member of your group is too small or can't ride, you can request a complimentary "rider switch" on certain attractions, so that the person who stays behind to watch the nonrider can still have a turn without waiting in line again. Just ask a staff member at either Disney park, said Amy Castro, a Disney planning expert.

If you believe that time is money and have plenty of the latter, you can book a Disney Private VIP Tour for rapid access to parks, rides and attractions. These tours come with a "magic guide," who personally escorts you and a maximum of nine others to the front of the line for $450 to $900 per hour, excluding park admission.

Take advantage of early entry

Guests staying at one of the 25 Disney Resort hotels or three Disneyland Resorts can usually enter parks 30 minutes before they open to the general public. Disney World offers early entry every day at every park, while Disneyland allows early entry on select days to select parks. A tip if you're visiting Disneyland but not staying at a Disneyland Resort: "Visit the parks on days when this benefit isn't offered to avoid the early-entry crowds," Ms. Butler suggested.

Pack a lunch, or plan ahead for a meal with Mickey

A surefire way to avoid long lunch or dinner lines is to pack your own sandwiches. Guests are allowed to bring outside food and nonalcoholic beverages in bags, backpacks and small coolers. Glass and loose ice are not allowed.

If you still want to sample the park's culinary offerings, try using your phone. The My Disney Experience app and the Disneyland Resort app have a "mobile order" feature that allows users to order quick-service meals in advance to avoid waiting in line.

Finally, meals with Disney characters can be the highlight of any visit, but how do you get those coveted slots? Ms. Johnson recommends reserving them online as soon as the Disney World booking window opens at 6 a.m. Eastern 60 days before your visit, or for Disneyland, 6 a.m. Pacific up to 60 days before. You may be able to snag a reservation at the last minute, too. People sometimes cancel up to two hours before their meal. Try the My Disney Experience or Disneyland Resort app, or join a walk-up list at a restaurant.

For more travel advice, visit our collection of Travel 101 tips and hacks.
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Corrections: Oct. 24, 2024

Corrections that appeared in print on Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024.

Oct 24, 2024 at 02:30 AM

NATIONAL

An article on Tuesday about defining the Midwest misstated where the Black Midwest Initiative began. It was at the University of Minnesota, not the University of Illinois Chicago.

A picture caption with an article on Saturday about Representative Ruben Gallego's vow to visit all 22 of Arizona's federally recognized tribes as he campaigns for a Senate seat, misidentified the state in which the Supai village is located. As the article correctly noted, it is Arizona not Nevada.

A picture with an article on Monday about former President Donald J. Trump claiming without evidence that Vice President Kamala Harris never held a job at McDonald's was published in error. While the image showed a McDonald's in Alameda, Calif., it was not the location where Ms. Harris had worked while she was in college.

ARTS

An article on Wednesday about a posthumously released jazz album from the trumpeter Roy Hargrove misstated the name of another Hargrove album. It is "The Love Suite: In Mahogany," not "The Love Suite: Mahogany."

An article on Monday about what's on television this week misstated Katie Griggs's relationship to the yogi Siri Singh Sahib, as covered in the documentary "Breath of Fire." Griggs was also a yoga instructor but was not Sahib's mentee.

OPINION

An article on Sunday about the presidential election and Pennsylvania misstated the location of a Bethlehem Steel plant. It was in Bethlehem, Pa., not Easton.

Errors are corrected during the press run whenever possible, so some errors noted here may not have appeared in all editions.



To contact the newsroom regarding correction requests, please email nytnews@nytimes.com. To share feedback, please visit nytimes.com/readerfeedback.

Comments on opinion articles may be emailed to letters@nytimes.com.

For newspaper delivery questions: 1-800-NYTIMES (1-800-698-4637) or email customercare@nytimes.com.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/23/pageoneplus/corrections-oct-24-2024.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Pages A2-A3 and ...
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            The Arts
          
        

      

      Sports Thursday

      
        
          	
            Pages A2-A3 and ...
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            The Arts
          
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          	
            Sports Thursday
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Thursday Styles
          
        

      

      The Arts

      
        In a Season of Political Impressions, Why Does Dana Carvey's Biden Stand Out?
        The answer has to do with going beyond a likeness, something Sebastian Stan and Jeremy Strong understand for their movie about Donald Trump and Roy Cohn.

      

      
        Review: A Reverse Angle on Arthur Miller in 'A Woman Among Women'
        Julia May Jonas's compelling play, opening the Bushwick Starr's new theater, explores how a story written about men looks from the other side.

      

      
        In the Art Biennale's Shadow, Venice Celebrates Music, Too
        It may not be as big or run as long as its visual arts sibling, but the Music Biennale includes a wealth of commissions and premieres.

      

      
        'Franklinland' Review: A Founding Father, but Not the Best Dad
        Lloyd Suh's nimble period comedy about Benjamin Franklin examines a timeless struggle: the unmet expectations that divide parents and children.

      

      
        Owner of Frank Lloyd Wright Skyscraper Sues Preservation Group
        The owner of Price Tower says the Frank Lloyd Wright Building Conservancy has interfered with the proposed sale of the building by claiming a preservation easement on the property.

      

      
        Artist Sues Town for Canceling Residency Over Her Views on Gaza War
        The American Civil Liberties Union has sued Vail, Colo., on behalf of a Native American artist who painted a work entitled "G Is for Genocide."

      

      
        Oh, the Horror: 8 Comics for Halloween
        Otherworldly creatures, apocalyptic environments, serial killers, zombies and more haunt these suspenseful comic books and graphic novels.

      

      
        Blending Reality With Fiction in Video Game Horror
        Although it's an expensive, arduous process, developers are experimenting with live-action footage to intensify terror.

      

      
        
          	
            Sports Thursday
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Thursday Styles
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




In a Season of Political Impressions, Why Does Dana Carvey's Biden Stand Out?

The answer has to do with going beyond a likeness, something Sebastian Stan and Jeremy Strong understand for their movie about Donald Trump and Roy Cohn.

Dana Carvey as President Biden with Maya Rudolph as Vice President Kamala Harris on "Saturday Night Live." Carvey's is the latest in a long line of Biden impressions on "S.N.L." Will Heath/NBC



By Alissa Wilkinson



Oct 23, 2024 at 10:09 AM

Everyone expected Maya Rudolph to appear as Vice President Kamala Harris in the season premiere of "Saturday Night Live." It was less obvious who would play Harris's running mate, Tim Walz. But when Jim Gaffigan walked onstage, face split in an open-mouthed grin like some kind of genial jack-o'-lantern, it was clear no one else should have bothered. Gaffigan's entire comic persona is based in Walzian Big Dad Energy, even if he portrays himself as more likely to sit in his underwear eating Hot Pockets than climbing on the roof to clean out the gutters. There's a harmony there, a vibe match.

There were other interesting matchups -- Andy Samberg as Doug Emhoff, James Austin Johnson and Bowen Yang as Donald J. Trump and JD Vance -- but those weren't the performers who stole that night's show. The shocker, somehow, was an impersonation of President Biden, a performance so spot-on that for a split second I thought Lorne Michaels had just called the president and asked him to appear.


This Biden was Dana Carvey, the former cast member whose work on "S.N.L." includes perhaps the show's greatest presidential impression, a strange and brilliant take on George H.W. Bush. Carvey's Biden squints and chuckles, says "folks" a lot and is given to insisting that he's "being serious right now," even when what he's just said -- "I've passed more bills than any president in history, but we've still got a lot of work to do" -- would never be mistaken for a joke. This Biden felt less like an attempt to replicate the president and more like a guess at what he's feeling these days.

Judging from social media discourse -- and from this parade of imitations in the season premiere, each cued up for maximum applause and surprise -- political impressions have never been more interesting even to those who don't care about "S.N.L." There's no obvious reason for this intrigue, other than the novelty of watching one kind of celebrity play a different kind of celebrity, the same interest that powers a lot of awards-season movies in which great stars try to win awards by playing other famous people. See "The Apprentice," in which Jeremy Strong and Sebastian Stan portray Roy Cohn and Trump.

In fact, the earliest stars of "S.N.L." are now the subject of their own impersonations, in Jason Reitman's new "Saturday Night." Some are more successful than others. But what's obvious from the better performances (Cory Michael Smith's version of Chevy Chase, Dylan O'Brien's Dan Aykroyd) is what's also clear from Carvey's impression of Biden: playing real people can't just consist of perfectly imitating their exterior. And the goal can't just be to make the audience marvel at a remarkable likeness.

From left, Gabriel LaBelle, Kaia Gerber and Cory Michael Smith in "Saturday Night." Smith's Chevy Chase is among the film's better performances. Hopper Stone/Sony Pictures


The Biden conundrum is a good example of this. To a regular "Saturday Night Live" viewer like me, it's been weird to watch the show's many attempts to find a good Biden impersonation, a challenge so notable that in 2021, a sketch parodied the proliferation of Bidens. The list of men who have taken a crack at this apparently tricky feat is long: Kevin Nealon way back in 1991; Jason Sudeikis during the Obama years; then, during Biden's 2020 campaign and presidency, Woody Harrelson, John Mulaney, Jim Carrey, Alex Moffat, Mikey Day and even Johnson.

They all felt a little bit correct -- Sudeikis's proto-Ted Lasso affability, Harrelson's broadly confident but slightly confused political savant, Moffat's smirking jokester. Even Carrey's profoundly unsettling turn seemed like it could be some kind of alt-universe Biden.

But it was Carvey who located the soul of Biden. Talking with Al Franken, the former senator and ex-"S.N.L." cast member, Carvey explained how he built the impression based on very close observation of the president's evolution over his career and most recent campaign. Carvey had been watching Biden's speech patterns; clocking shifts in his level of annoyance with the news media and the ways he addressed the nation; and sensing changes in Biden's mood and attitude.

Carvey doesn't mimic Biden as much as capture his energy and give something that feels like genuine insight. Writing in Slate in 2015 about Carvey's Bush take, Jacob Rubin observed that a great impression "helps us imagine the perspective of the imitated rather than calcify him in ways already seen." It's as if we're seeing his point of view. Carvey's Biden is perpetually surprised and innocent, but right below that layer is the sense that this guy mostly enjoys his job and wants all of us to enjoy ours, too. He is the cornhole-loving family member at the reunion who can usually coax everyone else to play, the leader who's now a bit annoyed that people have decided it's time for him to go home.

IMPRESSIONS RELY on the audience's familiarity with the original, which more or less presupposes mass-media saturation. That's probably why "S.N.L.," which premiered in 1975 as the voice of a new generation that had grown up with televised politics, immediately leaned into impressions of public figures. Chevy Chase played President Gerald R. Ford in the first season, and by the beginning of the second season, John Belushi was performing as Joe Cocker next to the musician himself. 

Many able impressionists have passed through "S.N.L.," taking different tacks in the pursuit of comic imitation. Sometimes the laughter comes from the shock of recognition: Tina Fey nailing Sarah Palin so perfectly you can barely tell them apart. Sometimes it's from seeing weird mannerisms and peculiar turns of phrase extracted from the political arena and set down in a comedic context. I'll never forget Darrell Hammond as Al Gore saying "lockbox" over and over in the 2000 debate sketches, just like the vice president did in the real debates. Sometimes it's true satire, stretching foibles just far enough that it seems like something the real person might have done. (I had to Google "Did George W. Bush actually say 'strategery'?" No, Will Ferrell did, playing him on "S.N.L.")


The delight of seeing a great impression -- and the mild amusement of seeing a pretty decent one -- has generated a culture obsessed with them, to the point that every televised presidential or campaign appearance seems to instantly spawn furious internet debates over whether it will make a good "S.N.L." sketch that weekend. But that obsession has spilled beyond comedy, too. For instance, it seemed to be a foregone conclusion that Angelina Jolie would nab an Oscar nomination for playing the opera singer Maria Callas in Pablo Larrain's biopic even before the film's August premiere in Venice. Consider that half of the 20 Oscar acting nominations earlier this year went to actors playing real people, continuing a decades-long trend.

An actor's mediocre performance as a real person tends to depend on replicating surface-level attributes: vocal pitch, way of moving, speech patterns. This is why prosthetics are often part of the bag of tricks: the goal is to wow us by how similar the performance is to the original.

But a great performance of this kind feels more like a glimpse of the real person's soul, transplanted suddenly into the performer's body, so that their humanity starts radiating through someone else's physicality. One of the most staggering and probably the best performances of this sort was Philip Seymour Hoffman's turn as Truman Capote in 2005. Hoffman did not really resemble Capote at all, but in "Capote," he embodies him.

THIS IS WHERE a great impression or dramatic performance begins. The actor engages in mind-meld, a sense of deep connection that can only come from careful and deeply interested attention to the subject. I can't help but think, though it might be a little perverse here, of the philosopher Simone Weil's observation that "attention is the rarest and purest form of generosity."

Even Johnson's Trump -- clearly meant as satirical -- has the odd effect of giving us a glimpse, however tangled, of his rambling speeches' logic. Rubin noted in Slate that the best impressions "almost always fail as satire," because of "the very humanizing attention that makes the impression great." It feels a little like affection.

Jeremy Strong as Roy Cohn, a teacher ready to impart his knowledge to Sebastian Stan as Donald J. Trump.  Scythia Films


The question of attention and imitation is fascinating when it comes to "The Apprentice," Ali Abbasi's drama about the young Donald Trump and his mentor, the lawyer and fixer Roy Cohn. Sebastian Stan plays Trump circa the 1970s as a kind of empty vessel, an ambitious young man who's ravenously hungry to be shown how to succeed. He's introduced to us at the swanky members-only Le Club; we quickly realize he is there as a sponge, trying to soak up and become everything he sees around him.

If anyone is paying close attention, in other words, it is Trump, who meets Cohn (a dead-eyed and terrifying Jeremy Strong) that night. Strong plays Cohn as a man whose belligerence is a smoke screen, hiding a shriveled and petrified soul. If Stan's Trump is hollow, ready to be filled, Strong's Cohn is filled to the brim with anxious dread. All the rules he's made for himself and others are a way of hanging on to control. And he's ready to impart those lessons to his willing student.

"The Apprentice" is, essentially, a two-hander tragicomedy that's much heavier on the tragedy. Strong's Cohn is an on-the-money take that has instantly garnered awards chatter, but I think Stan's performance is underrated. His version of young Trump contains all the seeds of older Trump. The now-familiar mannerisms -- the emphasizing hands held vertical, as if measuring the size of something; the head tilt and middle-distance gaze before an interlocutor finishes questioning; the pronounced lip movement -- are there at the start, though they grow more pronounced as the film jumps from the Ford era to the Reagan years.

But what's fascinating to realize, and what the film handles subtly, is this: The younger Trump, aching to be taken seriously, spots in Cohn a man who represents success and power. He asks him questions and absorbs his lessons, like any good acolyte would. But he also begins developing his own Roy Cohn impression. Cohn's speech patterns become Trump's. The angle at which Cohn holds his mouth migrates to Trump's face. Cohn lies in tanning beds, so Trump starts acquiring his own fake tan.

By the end, Trump the student has become the Trump version of Cohn, the movie suggests. Like any good mimic, he's fused Cohn's soul into his own; he's worked hard to become and then overcome his teacher. And as with any great impression, the true, bone-chilling element of his Cohn take doesn't come from physical similarities or turns of phrase. It comes from learning how to perfectly and automatically embody Cohn's energy: Trump understands Cohn, in the end, better than Cohn himself ever could.
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Critic's Pick


Review: A Reverse Angle on Arthur Miller in 'A Woman Among Women'

Julia May Jonas's compelling play, opening the Bushwick Starr's new theater, explores how a story written about men looks from the other side.

Zoe Geltman, sitting at left, and Dee Pelletier, standing, in "A Women Among Women" at the Bushwick Starr's new space in Brooklyn. Richard Termine for The New York Times



By Jesse Green



Oct 23, 2024 at 10:09 AM

Ian McKellen sure knows how to baptize a stage. In 2007, at the recently opened Times Center in Midtown Manhattan, adhering to what he described as his tradition, he capped an evening of public conversation by kneeling to kiss the spotless new boards. Then he rose and recited a speech attributed to Shakespeare.

The birth of a theater is always a miracle and a joy, never more so than when the herd is thinning. But the harder work comes after the kiss. Whose words will be spoken there? How smartly, usefully will the space be filled?

The Bushwick Starr, a home since 2001 to original and often out-there work, can celebrate on both counts: It has given birth to an adorable new theater and opened it with a healthy new play.

The theater, after 23 years in a dim, janky, jury-rigged space on the second floor of a former doll factory, where God forbid you had a bum knee or claustrophobia, has moved three stops farther into Brooklyn on the L train to a former dairy on Eldert Street. The place is still not fancy, but it is bright and welcoming without having sacrificed the invitation of wildness. It honors and improves on the company's institutional past and the building's industrial one.

And though "A Woman Among Women," by Julia May Jonas, which opened there Friday in a co-production with New Georges, is likewise a response to an older work, it is nevertheless that rare thing onstage: a fresh story freshly told.

The work it responds to, but only generally, without overdrawn parallels, is Arthur Miller's "All My Sons." In that 1947 drama, a pillar-of-the-community type -- "a man among men," as Miller describes him -- knowingly sells defective airplane parts to the Air Force, resulting in the deaths of 21 pilots. The collateral damage as the blame is shifted to a business partner drives the plot; the conflict between personal and communal responsibility is the theme.

From left, Drew Lewis, Maria-Christina Oliveras and Gabriel Brown in the new play by Julia May Jonas. Richard Termine for The New York Times


"A Woman Among Women" borrows the backyard setting of "All My Sons" but moves it from small-town Ohio in 1946 to Northampton, Mass., today. The men at the center of Miller's action have been replaced by women in a very different social environment: progressive, semi-communal, racially and romantically diverse. Cleo, the much-admired founder of a women's wellness center in town, lives with Tina, her platonic life partner; their neighbors on one side are a lesbian couple with two children and on the other, a straight couple with one.

In the manner of such plays, the characters are all up in one another's business, at first joking and carping lightly about domestic chores and parenting problems. But over the course of 100 minutes, the story darkens as it narrows on brisk, decisive, compartmentalized Cleo (Dee Pelletier) and her two daughters, who were essentially raised by the free-spirited Tina (Maria-Christina Oliveras). The daughter we meet is Grace (Zoe Geltman): 36, neurotic and an inveterate people pleaser. The reason she is so invested in pleasing may be inferred from the fact that the other daughter, Jo, having beaten a man nearly to death, is in prison.

Jonas, who also writes fiction -- "Vladimir," her debut novel, is in a way a response to "Lolita" -- builds this world exquisitely, calibrating the revelations like doses of arsenic, then chasing them with amusing distractions. (Among them: historical flashbacks, sung dialogue passages, full-out songs, a clapping circle you are requested to join.) Only as the stakes keep rising do we realize how the granular details and apparent sidetracks are fully integrated into the big story, which (for reasons I won't spoil) cracks open, in a nod to Miller's instigating crisis, when Grace falls in love with a hunky former neighbor played by Gabriel Brown.

The staging, by Sarah Hughes, honors both the structural rigor of the Miller and Jonas's delightfully scruffier dramaturgy. The audience of about 70 sits concentrically around the action, interspersed with members of the cast on funky lawn chairs. (The set is by Brittany Vasta.) The lights (by Masha Tsimring) do not much differentiate between the performers and the observers; everyone is part of the play's community. And yet, when the story approaches its classical climax, the seating arrangement is scrambled and a proscenium appears, as if to acknowledge that the untying of a tragic plot requires distance and a frame.

But if that willingness to toy with stage conventions is apt, reflecting the women's discomfort with Miller's brand of moral certainty and, perhaps, the consequences of that discomfort, it has consequences of its own for this story. What the Greeks called the anagnorisis -- the recognition -- is hasty and confusing. When Cleo comes to an understanding of her essential role in what happened to Jo, and thus to Jo's victim and everyone else, the desired exclamation point (Miller was very good at those) sags into a question mark.

Still, the point is made. Hubris is an equal opportunity offender. Women who think more about communal responsibility may yet have personal values as muddy as any man's. What I like most about Jonas's play -- I felt the same way about "Your Own Personal Exegesis," which ran at Lincoln Center Theater in 2022, and her earlier works at the Starr's old home -- is that it sees opposing things at once, uplifting and criticizing its characters, respecting and rethinking its source.

That past-is-present ethos is also what I like about the new Starr. Though a garage door that opens to the sidewalk makes the theater much more accessible, and, inside, the bathrooms are hugely improved, still, like all of us, and like Jonas's play, the place remains charmingly janky and jury-rigged. I embrace that spirit wholeheartedly -- without, however, kissing the floor.

A Woman Among Women
Through Nov. 10 at the Bushwick Starr, Brooklyn; thebushwickstarr.org. Running time: 1 hour 40 minutes.
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Critic's Notebook


In the Art Biennale's Shadow, Venice Celebrates Music, Too

It may not be as big or run as long as its visual arts sibling, but the Music Biennale includes a wealth of commissions and premieres.

St. Mark's Basilica was among the landmarks in which this year's edition of the Venice Music Biennale unfolded recently.



By Zachary Woolfe
Photographs by Matteo de Mayda
Reporting from Venice


Oct 22, 2024 at 04:43 PM

The glistening domes of St. Mark's Basilica seem to billow over Venice's largest plaza. In the 19th century, when the church was already almost a thousand years old, a mosaic was added above the main entrance, with two angels hovering near Jesus and blowing the trumpets that signal the Last Judgment.

The striking placement of the image -- you can't miss it -- symbolizes music's historical centrality in the city that has been home to giants extending from the days of Vivaldi, Gabrieli, Monteverdi and Cavalli to 20th-century masters like Luigi Nono. On a recent Thursday evening at the basilica, under the auspices of the Venice Music Biennale, two choirs in lofts high above the ground faced each other across the glittering gold interior and filled the vast expanse with a "Stabat Mater" by Giovanni Croce, a piece that was written to be performed in this very space some 425 years ago.

These days, though, Venice is more of an art town. Every other year, crowds swell this floating labyrinth of twisting alleys and lapping canals for the enormous, seven-month-long Venice Art Biennale, one of the defining events of the global visual arts scene. In 2022, over 800,000 tickets were sold; this year's iteration continues through Nov. 24.

Lisa Streich's "Stabat" was performed inside St. Mark's Basilica, alongside Giovanni Croce's 16th-century "Stabat Mater."


While the Venice Film Festival (organized, like the art event, by La Biennale di Venezia) is world-famous, you could be forgiven for not knowing that under the Biennale's umbrella are also festivals devoted to architecture, dance and theater -- and to music. As fall begins, the temperature cools and the city becomes ever so slightly emptier, the music biennial opens for a two-week stretch of roughly hourlong performances; I attended nine of them over five days earlier this month.

Like the art festival, the Music Biennale ventures beyond established exhibition spaces to Venice's palazzos and churches. It has a base at the Arsenale, a complex of old shipyards and factories, but it sprawls across the city for site-specific concerts: multichoral pieces at St. Mark's Basilica, delicate viola da gamba duets in the ornate 16th-century Marciana Library, grand ensembles at the gilded Fenice opera house.

And like the art festival, the focus is on contemporary work, with a large quantity of commissions by major and rising figures alike. The week was, for example, my introduction to the gifted Swedish composer Lisa Streich, not yet 40, including the premiere of her meticulously off-kilter piano-percussion quartet "Orchestra of Black Butterflies."

Even with the addition of a series devoted to experimental jazz, the programming is heavy on European modernism and its descendants, with a prevailing aesthetic of fearsomely elegant noise, pressing toward extremes of volume and texture with stylish control. This biennial isn't a huge event, but its commissioning resources and its range, from large orchestras to intimate solos, make it a special one.

Among the Biennale's performers was the Cappella Marciana, which has been performing at St. Mark's Basilica for centuries.


"Stabat," which closed the biennial, is written for 32 voices arranged in four choirs.


But unlike the art biennial -- which is outspokenly political, with much of the work on view taking as an explicit subject Indigenous rights, migration, war, gender, environmental destruction or combinations thereof -- the music biennial this year was conspicuously uninterested in the kinds of issues you find in news headlines.

Unusual in a music world lately eager to prove its broader relevance, the festival called itself "Absolute Music," after the term Richard Wagner used to describe abstract instrumental works that weren't attempting to depict images or stories.

Wagner meant it as criticism of the kind of art he viewed as reactionary. But in Venice, "absolute music" was intended as praise; in a program essay, the Biennale's president, Pietrangelo Buttafuoco, celebrated a "return to pure form" in pieces that were "stripped of similitudes, associations, content, narratives."

The Music Biennale's events sprawled across venues like the Arsenale, a complex of old shipyards and factories.


"Among the arts," Buttafuoco added, music "is the only one capable of floating in the ether."

Other program essays acknowledged that saluting music's above-it-all purity could "risk being seen as myopic or socially irresponsible." But ours is a content-obsessed culture; "we are a little bit destroyed by this abundance," Lucia Ronchetti, the music biennial's curator, said in an interview. The theory is that rejecting the overkill of facile statements masquerading as art could cultivate an ambiguity, a "productive disorientation," with implications more radical than reactionary.

Another venue was the famous opera house La Fenice.


At first, I was skeptical of the festival's theme; surely, I thought, this is not the time to relish music's distance from the "real" world. But the rigor and craft of the works and their preparation, impressive enough on their own terms, made a strong contrast with the more political but also far more simply digestible stuff that dominated the Art Biennale. Was it such a shortcoming if a piece didn't take a position on open borders?

Even ostensibly apolitical, seemingly purely formal music reveals certain politics. While they may not be telling a clear story, for example, concertos -- like Beat Furrer's for violin, which the WDR Symphony Orchestra of Cologne, Germany, played on Oct. 6 with Noa Wildschut as the soloist -- chart the relationship between an individual and a group. (Furrer's piece has the violinist eventually fall in line with the orchestra's fever; make of that what you will.)

That concerto was paired with Marco Momi's "Kinderszenen" for piano, electronics and orchestra, another work of sudden swerves, savage storms and eerie whispers. This was not the only Ronchetti program notable for its tightness. Many concert curators like to juxtapose vividly contrasting works, but she tended to stack similar ones.

A viol performance at the Salone Sansoviniano inside the Marciana Library.


The ceiling of the Salone Sansoviniano.


This led to some lack of variety. Two percussion sextets performed on Oct. 7 -- Samir Odeh-Tamimi's new "Roaikron" and Wolfgang Rihm's "Tutuguri VI (Kreuze)," from 1981 -- were both relentlessly, ferociously pummeling. But the overall sameness also helped draw your attention to tiny differences and details; at the end of Rihm's piece, for example, crashed-together cymbals were pulled apart to release a gaseous shimmer of sound, the perfectly quiet conclusion to a loudly aggressive half-hour.

On Oct. 9, in a concert by the Frankfurt Opera and Museum Orchestra under Thomas Guggeis, Luca Francesconi's "Sospeso -- A Suspension of Disbelief" bore superficial resemblance to another half-hour work, Salvatore Sciarrino's "Nocturnes": a shared vocabulary of flickering quiet, of hushed tapping and breathing, of smoky enigma.

But the pairing served to make clear how much stronger Sciarrino's vision and structure were. The sonic landscape of "Nocturnes" was characteristic of this composer: icy, parched, part desert, part tundra, beautiful and bare, intensely focused.

Out of the shadowy quivering and fluttering, the sudden jostle of a glass-filled box was an eruption from another, perhaps more urban world. But it was only the most dramatic of a series of unexpected yet persuasive inroads. Near the start, Sciarrino has a pianist in the orchestra play a line by the Baroque composer Alessandro Stradella in the style of Chopin; at the end, the full ensemble suddenly bursts into a bit of a Chopin solo, arranged with overripe lushness. Era and style blurred dreamily. This wasn't an overtly political statement, but it did feel like a reflection on nostalgia and newness, on layers of history, on change through time.

Music has been a major part of the history of Venice, a home to composers including Vivaldi, Gabrieli and Monteverdi.


The premiere of a new Sciarrino work would be the glory of any music festival, but during my week in Venice there were also two impressive pieces by Streich. "Orchestra of Black Butterflies," for the quartet Yarn/Wire, includes pianos prepared such that paper strips flap against the strings, resonating them ever so slightly and sending out a ghostly lyricism. The piece progresses toward an unusual, endearing wittiness, evoking cartoonish high jinks and the candied, slightly woozy quality of a slowing-down music box.

And her "Stabat," its slippery, bending harmonies written for 32 voices arranged in four choirs, helped close the biennial at St. Mark's Basilica. It was nighttime, and the crowds were long gone. The chorus was the Cappella Marciana, the heirs to the musical forces that have reigned at the basilica for centuries; Marco Gemmani, the current maestro di cappella, holds the same position that Monteverdi and Cavalli once did.

Sung alongside 16th-century masterpieces by Croce and Palestrina, it was tribute to this city's musical tradition -- its looming past and its vital present.
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'Franklinland' Review: A Founding Father, but Not the Best Dad

Lloyd Suh's nimble period comedy about Benjamin Franklin examines a timeless struggle: the unmet expectations that divide parents and children.

Noah Keyishian, left, and Thomas Jay Ryan as William and Benjamin Franklin in Lloyd Suh's "Franklinland" at Ensemble Studio Theater in Manhattan. Jeremy Daniel



By Brittani Samuel



Oct 23, 2024 at 12:00 PM

Lloyd Suh's "Franklinland," now running at the Ensemble Studio Theater in Manhattan, finds Benjamin Franklin (Thomas Jay Ryan) at a crossroads: balancing his roles as a founding father of a young nation and floundering father to his naive son, William (Noah Keyishian). In six tight scenes, Suh whisks us through three decades of their turbulent relationship, starting in 1752 when William is an eager young adult and ending with the men at odds in 1785.

The result is a nimble period comedy -- with enough spoonfuls of droll humor to help the history lessons go down -- but Suh's play is just as concerned with a more timeless struggle: the friction of unmet expectations that can divide parents and their children.

"Franklinland," developed through the EST/Sloan Project in 2011, had its premiere in 2018 at Chicago's Jackalope Theater. It shows the playwright's early fascination with great historical figures and movements and the personal wreckage left in their wake. These themes resurface in works like "The Chinese Lady" and "The Far Country," a 2023 Pulitzer Prize finalist in Drama.

Suh paints a narcissistic portrait of Benjamin. His obsession with progress -- first scientific, then political -- is exemplified by his purchase of 20,000 acres in Nova Scotia (the real Franklin did own land there), with the intent of building a "playground of imagination and possibility" he calls Franklinland.

Though Benjamin's inventions -- harnessing lightning for electricity, creating bifocals, adding flexibility to the urinary catheter -- are undeniable societal improvements, his work sessions with William consist of bullying jokes at his son's expense. This is not your grandmother's Benjamin Franklin. In Ryan's mischievous hands, the old man is downright sassy -- quick with an eye-roll and oozing condescension. The actor's antics convey a man obsessed with control, but blind to the familial cost.

As a young William, Keyishian is an awkward goof who begins the play unexceptional and prosaic. But by the middle of the show, Suh levels the playing field. William -- now in his 30s -- is appointed royal governor of colonial New Jersey, though his moments of self-empowerment are weighed down by spurts of pedantic dialogue. Veering away from the playfulness we've enjoyed so far, the script resorts to playing out a melodramatic truth we've already gleaned: life is cold in Benjamin Franklin's shadow.

The political conflict between the two, with William now a staunch Loyalist, adds some weight to their disagreeing, but not much depth. We're given no context to understand William's newfound allegiance to Mother England aside from his feelings of embitterment toward Father Franklin.

Fortunately, we're not kept in oversentimental limbo for long. The director Chika Ike skillfully keeps the production afloat by pulling comedy from unexpected moments in Suh's script, including a father-son spat that plunges into slap-happy farce. Riw Rakkulchon's set is simple yet effective: one wood-paneled room blanketed with Benjamin's tools, mock-ups and prototypes allows for the story to move through years and locations seamlessly.

The play ends a few years after the end of the Revolutionary War. Suh introduces William's own estranged son Temple (Mason Reeves) and his optimism for a self-governed America as a place "where we can celebrate the very best parts of humanity with camaraderie, community, and empathy." His romanticism of the country rubs up against William's worn-down cynicism until their conversation, pregnant with pauses, reveals that they aren't just chatting about building a nation, but also repairing their family. Suh knows that both are continuing stories -- wildly ambitious and deeply flawed, with next chapters to be written.

Franklinland
Through Nov. 3 at the Ensemble Studio Theater, Manhattan; ensemblestudiotheatre.org. Running time: 1 hour 15 minutes.
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Owner of Frank Lloyd Wright Skyscraper Sues Preservation Group

The owner of Price Tower says the Frank Lloyd Wright Building Conservancy has interfered with the proposed sale of the building by claiming a preservation easement on the property.

Price Tower in Bartlesville, Okla., is viewed by experts as Frank Lloyd Wright's only realized vision for a skyscraper. It was commissioned in 1952. Joseph Rushmore for The New York Times



By Annie Aguiar



Oct 22, 2024 at 07:57 PM

The owner of a Frank Lloyd Wright-designed skyscraper in Oklahoma is suing a nonprofit that works to protect the architect's legacy, arguing that the preservation group's efforts to enforce an easement on the property have affected its ability to sell the building.

The 19-story building, Price Tower, located in Bartlesville and commissioned in 1952, has been on the auction block since August and is scheduled to be sold on Nov. 18.

The Frank Lloyd Wright Building Conservancy filed liens against the owner in August based on the sale of some Wright-designed furnishings from the building, which the conservancy says are covered under an easement it was granted in 2011 by a previous nonprofit owner of the building.

Copper Tree Group, which last year bought what experts consider to be Wright's only skyscraper, says the easement is no longer in effect.

In the lawsuit, which was filed on Monday in District Court in Washington County, Okla., Copper Tree Group is asking a judge to declare the liens null and void, to enjoin the conservancy from interfering with the sale of the building or its furnishings and to award at least $75,000 in damages.

The court fight is the latest in a series of complications for the building, which was originally built for the H.C. Price Company. Though Wright designed other tall structures, Price Tower is considered his only skyscraper because it stands higher than the others and was built to fulfill Wright's formal vision for a skyscraper as a vertical street that combined offices, residences and retail businesses.

But the tower has faced financial problems for years and was sold last year to a real estate subsidiary of the Copper Tree Group for $10 and an agreement to take on an existing $600,000 debt.

The company, led by Cynthia Blanchard, a Bartlesville resident, said it had hoped to renovate the building but had hit hurdles, including an inability to secure funding. The building is being sold on an auction website and has been closed since Sept. 1.

Cynthia Blanchard, who leads the company that owns Price Tower, said that the sale of furnishings from the building was necessary to shore up its finances. Joseph Rushmore for The New York Times


Ms. Blanchard has said that, given the financial difficulties the building faced, she had no choice but to sell 10 furnishings that Wright designed for Price Tower to a furniture reseller.

But the conservancy says those items were governed by a preservation easement it was granted in 2011, when the building, then owned by a nonprofit organization known as the Price Tower Arts Center, was seeking recognition as a UNESCO World Heritage site. The conservancy says that the easement gives it the right to preserve the condition of the tower and its furnishings. Its liens are designed to block any further sale of the furnishings.

But lawyers for Copper Tree said in court papers that, under the language of the extinguishment clause in the easement, it effectively ended when the arts center sold the building last year.

The conservancy declined to comment on the lawsuit but has previously rejected the argument that the easement was affected by the change in ownership of the building last year.

The auction had originally been scheduled to begin on Oct. 7, but was postponed after a Tulsa-based company, McFarlin Building LLC, filed a lawsuit claiming that it signed a contract in May to buy Price Tower from Ms. Blanchard for $1.4 million. That lawsuit is pending.
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Artist Sues Town for Canceling Residency Over Her Views on Gaza War

The American Civil Liberties Union has sued Vail, Colo., on behalf of a Native American artist who painted a work entitled "G Is for Genocide."

The artist Danielle SeeWalker with her painting "G is for Genocide." Danielle SeeWalker



By Derrick Bryson Taylor



Oct 23, 2024 at 12:31 AM

The American Civil Liberties Union of Colorado has sued the town of Vail on behalf of a Native American artist, claiming it violated her First Amendment rights when it abruptly canceled an artist residency she had been offered after she posted to social media a painting about her views on the war in Gaza.

The painting depicted a woman wearing a Palestinian kaffiyeh and a feather, and it was entitled "G Is for Genocide." In March, the artist, Danielle SeeWalker, shared a photo of it on Instagram with the caption, "Some days, I have overwhelming grief + guilt for walking around privileged while people in Gaza are suffering for no reason."

Two month later, town officials told SeeWalker, 41, that her residency through Vail's Art in Public Places program, which was scheduled to last 10 days in June while she completed a mural in the town, had been terminated because the painting had angered some in the local Jewish community, according to the lawsuit filed in federal court last week.

The fallout from SeeWalker's painting is the latest in a string of incidents involving criticism of Israel that have roiled the art world, raising questions over freedom of speech among artists, writers, museum employees, actors and others who oppose Israel's conduct of the war in Gaza.

The war started with Hamas's attack on Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, which killed 1,200 people. Since then, Israeli military operations have killed more than 42,000 people in Gaza, many of them women and children, local health authorities say. Israel vehemently denies that its military has targeted civilians and claims Hamas fighters purposely hide among noncombatants.

A spokeswoman for Vail, a town more than 90 miles west of Denver best known for its ski resorts, declined to comment about the lawsuit on Tuesday.

In May, the town issued a statement saying the decision to cancel SeeWalker's artist residency was made after concerns arose around the potential politicizing of the public art program. The town said the program's "mission is to create a diverse and meaningful public art experience in Vail, but to not use public funds to support any position on a polarizing geopolitical issue."

According to the lawsuit, the decision to revoke the residency came shortly after complaints from Rabbi Joel Newman, of the B'nai Vail Congregation in Vail. In early May, Rabbi Newman sent emails to several town officials complaining that SeeWalker had proudly displayed work "claiming that Israel is committing genocide," an accusation he called "abhorrent to the Jewish world."

Within hours of those emails, Molly Eppard, the coordinator for the residency program, told SeeWalker in a text exchange that the "Jewish congregation is very upset" about her "G Is for Genocide" painting, according to the lawsuit. Two days later, on May 9, the town's deputy manager informed SeeWalker in a telephone call that her residency had been canceled because of the painting.

Rabbi Newman declined to comment on Tuesday.

SeeWalker, a Denver-based artist and a citizen of the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe in North Dakota, said in an email that the painting was intended to draw parallels between the history of Native Americans and the current crisis facing the people of Gaza. She said the work had nothing to do with the mural she had planned to do in Vail.

SeeWalker said she was disheartened by the cancellation of the residency, adding that Indigenous voices have been censored for generations. "It has to stop," she said. "Vail and other local governments need to know they can't deny our constitutional rights in this way."

"The cancellation itself left a hole in my schedule," she added, "and I did turn down other projects because I was committed to the Vail residency."

Laura Moraff, a staff attorney for the A.C.L.U. of Colorado, said in a statement that the U.S. and state constitutions "do not permit this type of invidious viewpoint-based discrimination, and we will fight to ensure Coloradans can express their views free from government retaliation."

The A.C.L.U. said in a statement last week that while Vail was not constitutionally required to establish an artist in residency program, once it did so, the town was not permitted to require an artist's assent to any particular view on the Israel-Hamas War.

David Pozen, an expert on constitutional law at Columbia Law School, said in an interview on Tuesday that the lawsuit appeared to present a strong case.

"The courts have allowed the government to limit the speech of people the government funds, but any such limitations on people's free speech rights are supposed to be tied to the purpose of the government program," he said.

Pozen said that the reason SeeWalker lost the residency appeared to be unconnected to the purpose of the program. "That seems me like the biggest vulnerability for the city," he said.
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Oh, the Horror: 8 Comics for Halloween

Otherworldly creatures, apocalyptic environments, serial killers, zombies and more haunt these suspenseful comic books and graphic novels.


By George Gene Gustines



Oct 09, 2024 at 10:04 AM

For Halloween season, here is a selection of new spooky tales that include end-of-the-world scenarios, evil puppets and an ax-wielding Santa Claus.

Cormac McCarthy's The Road: A Graphic Novel Adaptation

 Abrams ComicArts


In this graphic novel based on the Pulitzer Prize-winning novel of the same name by Cormac McCarthy, disaster has stricken the world and a father and son fight to stay alive. (McCarthy approved the adaptation before his death in 2023.) The story is bleak, and the artist Manu Larcenet conveys it with spare dialogue and swaths of blacks and grays. When color bursts in, it is usually to signify new danger. (Abrams ComicArts. Available now.)

Dying Inside

 Vault Comics


This is an oddly uplifting story given that it is about a depressed 16-year-old, Ash. Oct. 21 is the day that Ash's idol, the songwriter Elliott Smith, died, and she has tragic plans for its anniversary. Thanks to a mystical knife, disaster is averted. Written by Pete Wentz and Hannah Klein; drawn by Lisa Sterle. (Vault Comics. Available now.)

Hyde Street, Issue No. 1

 Image Comics


It is hard to know who to root for in Hyde Street. The comic is about the street, a passage into a world populated by questionable residents. In the opening scene, a boy scout, Pranky, aids an older woman. But when he asks what she is hiding, a murderous past is revealed. It is all part of a competition that Pranky and others participate in, for a chance to return to the real world. Written by Geoff Johns and drawn by Ivan Reis. (Image Comics. Available now.)

John Carpenter's Tales for a HalloweeNight, Vol. 10

 Storm King Comics


This anthology offers 12 stories by various writers and artists. In the first, astronauts explore a space station whose crew members lost contact with Earth after an explosion a decade earlier, but whose homing beacon activates once a year. In other stories, a Punch and Judy show becomes a yearslong tale of revenge; new neighbors are invited to a not-so-innocent welcome dinner; and a son tries to upend a family curse. (Storm King Comics. Available now.)

Dead Samurai, Issue No. 1

 Wake Entertainment


There is no lack of action in this first issue, which opens with zombies feasting amok in 16th-century feudal Japan. Readers learn more about the non-flesh-eating characters at the center of the story in a three-page flashback. Will a samurai named Shinzu protect Akii, the surviving daughter of his lord? Let the journey begin. Written by John Dolmayan and drawn by Ryan Benjamin. (Wake Entertainment. Available Wednesday.)

The Deviant, Vol. 1

 Image Comics


An ax-wielding Santa Claus kills two young boys in Milwaukee in 1972. The case leaves a police officer severely injured and a suspect, known as the Deviant Killer, behind bars (though professing innocence). Decades later, a writer researching a book interviews the inmate and soon the murders begin again. Is the right person imprisoned? Written by James Tynion IV and drawn by Joshua Hixson. (Image Comics. Oct. 16.)

We Called Them Giants

 Image Comics


A young woman, Lori, wakes up to a world in which most of the population has vanished. Those remaining soon find themselves at odds as they vie for limited resources, including food. Then colorful lights in the sky herald the arrival of immense beings -- aliens? angels? -- and everyone's chance for survival changes again. Written by Kieron Gillen and drawn by Stephanie Hans. (Image Comics. Oct. 30.)

One for Sorrow, Issue No. 1

 DSTLRY


It seems like everyone in London in 1900 has a secret. Can a Russian medium really speak to the dead? Will a barmaid get caught up in organized crime? And how is the Magpie, a nocturnal figure stalking criminals, related to the work of Ignatius Thorn, a retired detective? The final few pages of this first issue provide answers to some questions and pose others. Written and drawn by Jamie McKelvie. (DSTLRY. Nov. 6.)
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Blending Reality With Fiction in Video Game Horror

Although it's an expensive, arduous process, developers are experimenting with live-action footage to intensify terror.

The horror game Alan Wake 2 incorporated live-action footage, including the set of a fictional talk show.  Remedy Entertainment



By Diego Arguello



Oct 22, 2024 at 10:02 AM

It is a video game horror renaissance.

Blumhouse Productions, the movie studio behind "Paranormal Activity" and "The Purge," has started a gaming label. Independent developers are drawing inspiration from the original PlayStation and Nintendo 64 eras for low-fidelity shock value. And major studios are remaking classic titles in the Resident Evil and Silent Hill franchises.

To stand out in an increasingly crowded space, some developers are leaning even more closely to their film inspirations by blending live-action footage with virtual worlds.

Actors who convincingly portray their fear in digital performances can help intensify the feeling for players. Last year's Alan Wake 2 enhanced its sense of terror with the frequent use of live-action sequences -- in cut scenes and jump scares -- to blur the line between what is real and what is not.

Current projects that are incorporating live-action footage include Tenebris Somnia, an 8-bit survival horror game in the style of the Nintendo Entertainment System, as well as The Lake House, downloadable content for Alan Wake 2 that releases this week and stars Agent Kiran Estevez, the character portrayed by Janina Gavankar ("True Blood").

But incorporating film footage into a video game is intricate, and the small studios behind those projects are reckoning with the many challenges.

"Live-action hasn't been that common for a long time because of how complicated it is to film," said Andres Borghi, a filmmaker and a developer of Tenebris Somnia. He mentioned the mid-1990s games Phantasmagoria and Command & Conquer: Red Alert as some pioneering examples of intertwining live-action into the story.

At one recording session for Tenebris Somnia, it took about an hour for a 30-member crew to film two scenes of a few seconds each -- a character walking through a room, and the protagonist becoming increasingly scared by the presence of a monster. It involved several takes, consulting the storyboard and redecorating the space.

"It's a ton of money to get everything set up, and a ton of time to make very little game, very little movie," Borghi said.

Borghi directed short films and worked on visual effects for the horror movie "When Evil Lurks" before deciding to film actors in the flesh for Tenebris Somnia. He was inspired by the small horror game Faith, which blends rotoscope animation with pixel art.

Tenebris Somnia is an in-development 8-bit horror survival game (above) that incorporates scenes with real actors, below. "Live-action hasn't been that common for a long time because of how complicated it is to film," said Andres Borghi, one of the game's developers. Saibot Studios


 Saibot Studios


"Everything in pixel art needs to match what we filmed, which is why we opted to prioritize filming and then drawing, instead of the opposite, which is usually harder," Borghi said. "You'll never find a location to build a set in with a door exactly where I drew it."

One of the biggest challenges, Borghi said, has been to maintain the communion between the game and the cut scenes at all times, especially when shooting them out of order and months apart.

Remedy Entertainment, the studio behind Alan Wake 2, learned those lessons during its earlier work on Quantum Break, a 2016 sci-fi game that is part shooter, part TV show.

"We realized in a very painful way that the production models of creating live-action linear content and game content -- where the process is very iterative and we keep on coming back and tweaking things -- are very different," said Sam Lake, Remedy's creative director.

For Alan Wake 2, Remedy decided to approach live action in a modular way. Locations such as the protagonist's writer's room and the set for the fictional talk show "In Between With Mr. Door" are places that recur in the story.

The most laborious shoots took place quite late in production to ensure that filming would not be affected by changes to the script, Lake said. That allowed the team to faithfully recreate in-game locations rather than using a green screen with the virtual environments.

"There's a magic to it," Lake said, regarding the decision to opt for a more practical direction. "During performance capture, the actor needs to imagine the situation quite a bit."

To make its film production easier, the studio that made Alan Wake 2 set several live-action scenes in recurring locations.  Remedy Entertainment


The method of capturing film footage has also evolved for Supermassive Games, the studio working on The Dark Pictures Anthology: Directive 8020, which stars Lashana Lynch ("The Woman King"). Inspired by films such as "The Thing," "Event Horizon" and the "Alien" series, players must elude an alien form that can assume the likeness of its prey.

Supermassive has portrayed actors' likenesses in its games since Until Dawn, a 2015 horror story with branching narrative paths that was remade this month. But by obtaining its own motion-capture suits, Supermassive has streamlined the work, enabling its animators to perform certain tasks without involving third parties.

"We don't have this process where we're calling actors back and living to their schedule, which would be tricky for our needs," said Will Doyle, Directive 8020's creative director.

Working with actors primarily accustomed to the film industry can require extra tact, developers said.

Doyle said Shawn Ashmore ("X-Men") was surprised his character could die in the first act of the studio's 2019 game The Dark Pictures Anthology: Man of Medan. And Borghi said he did not want to confuse the actors with too many details about Tenebris Somnia, instead describing what they needed to do in a scene as succinctly as possible.

The game and film industries are continuing to intertwine. The movie "Until Dawn" is scheduled for release in the spring of 2025, and Remedy is working with the studio Annapurna to develop and produce film, TV and audiovisual projects based on Alan Wake and its 2019 game Control.

During the experiments combining the two mediums, including this year's Silent Hill: The Short Message, developers must also consider how faithfully to pursue visual realism.

Remedy had many conversations about intentionally avoiding it, Lake said, deliberately placing colored lights with no visible source to better create the supernatural ambience the studio desired. But some game creators said the focus on graphical fidelity didn't seem to be diminishing anytime soon.

"I think it gets to the point where it becomes indistinguishable from reality, and that's a wonderful possibility," Doyle said. "It's a scary possibility, you know?"
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Old School Glamour at the Met Gala of the West Coast

The Academy Museum Gala delivered what red carpets are made for.

Kim Kardashian



By Vanessa Friedman



Oct 21, 2024 at 07:49 PM

Once upon a time there was the Oscars: the most star-spangled red carpet event of the year. Then the Met Gala became the "Oscars of the East Coast," an even more eye-popping entrance outfit event. And now there is the Academy Museum Gala, which only four years in is starting to look a lot like ... well, the Met Gala of the West Coast.

Like the Met Gala, it is a fund-raiser for a cultural institution: in this case, the Academy Museum of Motion Pictures. Like the Met, it raises a significant amount of money: This year's take was $11 million. Like the Met Gala, the event itself is not televised, so what happens inside stays inside (there are honorees -- this year Paul Mescal, Quentin Tarantino and Rita Moreno -- and a performance). And like the Met, it had a red carpet to reckon with.

But while the Met itself has started to look increasingly like a competition of costume one-ups-manship, thanks to the party dress codes that change according to the exhibit being celebrated, the Academy gala seems to inspire fashion that is an ode to Old Hollywood. Cynthia Erivo, the evening's featured entertainment, crooning "Somewhere Over the Rainbow" in emerald green set the tone.

As a theme -- even an unofficial one -- it turned out to be a winner.

Kaia Gerber Jordan Strauss/Invision, via Associated Press


Rita Moreno Caroline Brehman/EPA, via Shutterstock

Andra Day Valerie Macon/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Selena Gomez Caroline Brehman/EPA, via Shutterstock


This kind of glamour, which hearkens back to the golden age of movies, has been missing from red carpets for awhile now, as big, celebrity-studded events became marketing exercises for fashion brands. Ones where the wildest outfits usually win the night and the crazier the look, the higher the earned media value, thanks to what has turned into the fun social media sport of judging famous people looking ridiculous.

Perhaps we were due for a realignment. Perhaps it's because the Academy gala functions as a sort of warm-up to awards season, when potential nominees can begin to position themselves as serious contenders for serious consideration. Perhaps it's because this is a night for celebrating the movies, especially the movies that become classics, so classic dress is the obvious choice. But whatever the reason, the result was practically a Rorschach test for the films that once defined the fabulousness for the watching world. And an alternative proposition for how to dress to impress.

Kaia Gerber led the way in an archival Givenchy dress by Alexander McQueen from a 1997 collection inspired by Audrey Hepburn's "My Fair Lady" ball gown, complete with beaded cap sleeves and empire waist. Also in vintage: Kim Kardashian, who channeled Jayne Mansfield in a white Thierry Mugler corset from 1998; and Ariana Grande in strapless polka dot Balmain resurfaced from a 1963 design with a Grace Kelly air. Polka dots were a general throwback thing, thanks to Eddie Redmayne's spotted jacket, Carrie Coon's halter neck Patou and Awkwafina's pearl-dotted Monique Lhuillier.

Ariana Grande Valerie Macon/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images

Eddie Redmayne Amy Sussman/Getty Images

Awkwafina Valerie Macon/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images

Carrie Coon Amy Sussman/Getty Images

Clockwise from top left, Ariana Grande, Eddie Redmayne, Carrie Coon and Awkwafina. Clockwise from top left, Valerie Macon/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images; Amy Sussman/Getty Images; Amy Sussman/Getty Images; Valerie Macon/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images

But that was just the beginning of the silver screen Easter eggs. Kendall Jenner arrived in a Marilyn Monroe blond 'do and black velvet Schiaparelli; Andra Day in epic Cecil B. DeMille-worthy hooded gold chain mail; and honoree Rita Moreno in a Fred-and-Ginger-worthy Dior white tuxedo. Not to mention all the statuesque gowns that called to mind statuettes, like Selena Gomez's sapphire Alaia and Demi Moore's silver Prada.

Together, the clothes were a long overdue reminder that elegance can be as, well, starry a statement as sartorial extremism. In case anyone missed it, Margaret Qualley even had a bejeweled orb on her Chanel diadem. A sign, perhaps, of where all of this is, ahem, headed.

Ayo Edebiri


 Caroline Brehman/EPA, via Shutterstock


Demi Moore


Demi Moore Caroline Brehman/EPA, via Shutterstock


Colman Domingo


 Caroline Brehman/EPA, via Shutterstock


Da'Vine Joy Randolph


Da'Vine Joy Randolph Amy Sussman/Getty Images


Margaret Qualley


 Caroline Brehman/EPA, via Shutterstock


Paul Mescal


 Valerie Macon/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Zoe Saldana


 Caroline Brehman/EPA, via Shutterstock


Joaquin Phoenix and Rooney Mara Phoenix


 Emma Mcintyre/Getty Images


Hannah Einbinder


 Caroline Brehman/EPA, via Shutterstock


Cynthia Erivo


 Caroline Brehman/EPA, via Shutterstock


Elizabeth Olsen


 Caroline Brehman/EPA, via Shutterstock


Sheryl Lee Ralph


 Caroline Brehman/EPA, via Shutterstock


Kendall and Kylie Jenner


 Amy Sussman/Getty Images


Nicole Kidman


 Caroline Brehman/EPA, via Shutterstock


H.E.R.


 Amy Sussman/Getty Images


Jesse Plemons and Kirsten Dunst


 Caroline Brehman/EPA, via Shutterstock


Greta Lee


 Emma Mcintyre/Getty Images


Saoirse Ronan


 Caroline Brehman/EPA, via Shutterstock


Ava DuVernay


 Caroline Brehman/EPA, via Shutterstock


Ismael Cruz Cordova


 Valerie Macon/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Quinta Brunson


 Caroline Brehman/EPA, via Shutterstock


Olivia Wilde


 Caroline Brehman/EPA, via Shutterstock


Marion Cotillard


 Caroline Brehman/EPA, via Shutterstock


Aubrey Plaza


 Mario Anzuoni/Reuters


Sebastian Stan


 Caroline Brehman/EPA, via Shutterstock


Natasha Lyonne


 Emma Mcintyre/Getty Images


Laura Harrier


 Amy Sussman/Getty Images


Gal Gadot


 Caroline Brehman/EPA, via Shutterstock


Tyler Perry


 Caroline Brehman/EPA, via Shutterstock


Pamela Anderson


 Jordan Strauss/Invision, via Associated Press


Gabrielle Union


 Caroline Brehman/EPA, via Shutterstock


Julia Louis-Dreyfus


 Caroline Brehman/EPA, via Shutterstock


Kerry Washington


 Caroline Brehman/EPA, via Shutterstock
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Beauty School


How to Apply Blush Like a Professional

Tips from a "Saturday Night Live" cast member, a ballet dancer and a makeup artist.


By Laura Regensdorf



Oct 14, 2024 at 04:00 PM

Beauty School answers common beauty questions with help from creative people who've become experts on the job. Sign up here to find us in your inbox once a month, and send any questions of your own to tmagazine@nytimes.com. Find more of T's beauty coverage here.



"Blush is trending," says the makeup artist Ernesto Casillas, referring to the product's ongoing popularity on TikTok. "A lot of people are calling it 'blush blindness' when someone overapplies it." For advice on creating a more nuanced look, we turned to three people well attuned to the product's capabilities: the comedian, actress and "Saturday Night Live" cast member Chloe Fineman, known for her uncanny impressions; the American Ballet Theatre principal dancer James Whiteside, who returns to the stage this month for the company's fall season; and Casillas, whose clients include the actresses Zendaya and Ayo Edebiri. Here are their tips.

Clockwise from top: Charlotte Tilbury Cheek to Chic in Pillow Talk Original, $42, charlottetilbury.com; Tata Harper Cream Blush in Peachy, $45, tataharperskincare.com; Victoria Beckham Beauty Cheeky Posh in Fever, $42, victoriabeckhambeauty.com. Photo: Justin Bettman. Products courtesy of the brands


Chloe Fineman, 36, comedian and actress



	Blush is a survival tool for me, in terms of being like, "I'm healthy! I got sleep! Right...?" I've tried almost every cream blush. I'm packing at least two versions in my purse right now. My tried-and-true is Tata Harper's Peachy, which is also the name of my dog. The bronzy, peachy color makes me look not ill. And Victoria Beckham has amazing stick blushes. I follow the makeup artist Jo Baker and she used this bright orange one on [the actress] Daisy Edgar-Jones. I do have to blend it out, but I like the way it looks.


	I spread one or two fingers of blush on the apples of the cheeks, then continue up to my temples. If I have any left over, I put it on my eyelids. And if I want to be like all the makeup girlies, I put it on my nose. I might as well look like the sun touched me for once in my life in New York.


	I have the best makeup artist, Daniela Zivkovic, [for "Saturday Night Live"]. For Saturdays, we do powder blush [which can be set] because we have makeup at 8 p.m. that has to last us for the live show at 11:30. Charlotte Tilbury has a highlighter-bronzer that we use; she also makes lovely blush-highlighter palettes. I love Charlotte Tilbury. Her videos are so charming and iconic. Today a package came, and it was a wig like Charlotte's hair that I forgot I ordered at three in the morning, being like, "Oh, I should do an impression."



Clockwise from top left: Sephora Collection PRO Blush Brush #93, $34, sephora.com; Fenty Beauty Cheeks Out Freestyle Cream Blush in Petal Poppin, $26, fentybeauty.com; Sephora Collection Colorful Blush in Over the Top, $14, sephora.com. Photo: Gregg DeGuire/Variety, via Getty Images. Products courtesy of the brands


James Whiteside, 40, dancer and choreographer



	I use Sephora's Colorful Blush for pretty much everything -- for the stage, and if I want to look polished for red-carpet events. I keep repurchasing because it's so easy and cheap. I call it Sunburn, and I put it anywhere I would get a burn: my cheeks, the bridge of my nose, my brow bone. Bella [dancer Isabella Boylston] makes fun of me because it's such an extreme color -- it's called Over the Top -- but I apply it really sparingly with an angled brush.


	Onstage I also use a tritone bronzer that has highlight, shadow and sort of a rouge. I apply it at the top of my forehead, under my cheekbones -- all over, basically -- to give myself more of a living-creature look as opposed to pale zombie, which is very easily achieved under the bright stage lights. [A good option is Guerlain's Terracotta Light.]


	There's also a Fenty Beauty cream blush that I adore. It's a standard grannyish blush color -- very natural-looking, no shimmer.



Clockwise from top: Hourglass Ambient Lighting Edit Unlocked Custom Palette, $90, hourglasscosmetics.com; Makeup by Mario Soft Pop Plumping Blush Veil in Pink Peony, $30, makeupbymario.com; NudeStix Nudies Blush Stick in Hot Fire, $35, nudestix.com. Photo: Owen Devalk. 


Ernesto Casillas, 35, makeup artist



	There's a three-step blush process I've been doing lately to ensure I get maximum color payoff and glow. I start with a cream blush; I use some by NudeStix, some by Danessa Myricks. Afterward, I'll do a layer of a luminous blush powder to set the cream for longevity. Hourglass makes these amazing palettes. Then I'll go over that with a balmy blush, like Makeup by Mario's, which brings back that dewy, glowy look that powder can't give.


	I use brushes for everything. You get more precision. I like Morphe's synthetic M240 Angled Liquid Bronzer Brush for cream blush, and Hakuhodo's fluffier, natural-hair Blush Brush Round and Flat for a powder blush. For the balms, I do sometimes use my fingers because I feel they won't disrupt the foundation underneath.


	You can't judge how a blush looks in the pan. You have to test it because your undertone might change the way it looks on you. A lot of cream blushes have a slightly white base, so when you apply them on deeper skin, it can pick up as too ashy. You want to go with a jewel tone.



T Recommends



	LYS Beauty Higher Standards Cream Glow Blush Stick, $20.


	Yves Saint Laurent Make Me Blush Blurring Liquid Blush, $39.


	Chanel Joues Contraste Cream-to-Powder Blush, $52.





These interviews have been edited and condensed.
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The Clothing Store Luring Women to Scranton

The British brand Boden offers sample-sale prices at an outlet on Biden Street in the industrial Pennsylvania city.

Boden's outlet in Scranton sells the brand's colorful printed clothes for women, children and babies. Laurie Civolani



By Rosalie R. Radomsky
Reporting from Scranton, Pa.


Oct 17, 2024 at 10:02 AM

Clothing and accessories from Boden, a British label known for using bold colors and prints, are mostly sold online, via catalog or at department stores like Nordstrom.

But for the past few years, fans of the brand driving on Interstate 81 en route to upstate New York, visiting northeastern Pennsylvania or just on a lunch break in Scranton have been able to browse a selection of its offerings at a Boden outlet in that city.

Tucked away at 542 Biden St. in downtown Scranton, it's currently the only free-standing Boden store in the United States -- or anywhere for that matter, after the company's two locations in London closed in recent years.

Why Scranton?

While it's the birthplace of President Biden and home to the Electric City Trolley Museum and the Steamtown National Historic Site -- not to mention a branch of the fictional Dunder Mifflin Paper Company from the sitcom "The Office" -- the city isn't exactly a shopping destination or a fashion capital.

But it is only about 11 miles away from Boden's U.S. distribution center in Pittston, Pa., making it a convenient location for a store selling overstock and items returned to the company. The outlet was previously in Pittston for about a decade, before moving to Scranton in the summer of 2020.

The store, on Biden Street, is near the Lackawanna County Courthouse. Charly Triballeau/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Around the store are large photos from past Boden catalogs that channel the brand's aesthetic, which could be described as a cross between J. Crew and Lilly Pulitzer. A small framed map of London mounted near the posters nods to the company's roots in Britain, where its fans include Catherine, Princess of Wales, and her daughter, Princess Charlotte.

Boden's founder and creative director, Johnnie Boden, introduced the label in 1991 with a since-discontinued men's wear line. In addition to women's clothing, its current offerings include a Mini Boden line for children and, as of last month, a new Baby Boden collection.

On a sunny Wednesday in late August, vibrantly colored and patterned dresses, bathing suits and skirts hung on four racks inside the store. A few pairs of pants and T-shirts, including Boden's signature style with Breton stripes, were folded on shelves against a wall.

Prices at the outlet are similar to those at Boden's sample sales in cities like Boston, Pittsburgh and White Plains, N.Y. Boots and coats were recently listed at $75, shoes and dresses at $50, sweaters at $40 and T-shirts at $20. Children's items started at $15.

Although the selection at the cheerful little outlet is random and fleeting, the faithful often seem to find something.

Virginia Barrett, 43, a lawyer, said she could see the store from her office window at the Lackawanna County Courthouse across the street. "I'm here once a week," said Ms. Barrett, who was wearing Boden sandals and sunglasses.

Mileise Allegrucci, 39, a stay-at-home mother in Clarks Summit, Pa., who stopped by the outlet with her 3-year-old daughter, said she used to shop at the Boden outlet in Pittston. She left the store with a couple items, including a pink dress with stars for her daughter's first day of school.

"It's a spinny dress," her daughter said.

The outlet's selection is random and fleeting, but faithful customers often find something. Laurie Civolani


Dr. Beth Lewis, 52, an internal medical physician who lives in Teaneck, N.J., took advantage of the store's proximity to her family's lake house and popped in with her 13-year-old twin daughters, Madeline and Zoe.

Dr. Lewis had never shopped at the Boden outlet before. "It's a little cooler than Lilly Pulitzer," she said of the brand.

Four sisters -- three with vacation homes and one who lives year-round in Lake Ariel, Pa., where the women grew up -- dropped by en masse a little too early. They arrived at 9 a.m., and then returned as soon as the store opened an hour and a half later.

One of the sisters, Peggy Quayle, 64, who lives in Austin, Texas, had a fitting next door for a mother-of-the-groom dress at Vecina, a dressmaker that she discovered on a visit to the Boden outlet a couple of months earlier.

Ms. Quayle likes Boden garments for their colors and textiles. "The clothes are optimistic," as she put it.

She bought her grandson a coral-orange T-shirt with Mount Vesuvius erupting on it. Her sister Carol Gardner, 61 and from Denver, picked up a bathing suit with a neon zigzag pattern.

From left, sisters Jani Corcoran, Carol Gardner, Paula Isaacs and Peggy Quayle visited the store on a Wednesday in late August. Laurie Civolani


"I have eight to 10 in different patterns and colors," said Ms. Gardner, who also bought a T-shirt with a French provincial-like design and trimmed with yellow mini pompoms around the neckline and sleeves.

Marie Luciani, 64, who works in investor relations at the nearby Peoples Security Bank & Trust, said she tried to visit the outlet almost daily. (It's closed on Sundays and Mondays.) She was wearing a bright blue-and-white Boden checked skirt with pockets, a feature she particularly appreciated and emphasized by slipping her hands into them.

"I feel fortunate, this store is the one and only," she said.
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Are Those Jeans? Look Again.

Sales are thriving in the uncanny valley of printed denim.

Surprise! These aren't jeans. Acne Studios



By Jacob Gallagher



Oct 19, 2024 at 10:04 AM

Acne Studios, the Swedish fashion house, makes $800 jeans that look like something a roofer would wear to a rave.

They're coated in paint flecks, battered as a baseball mitt and burdened with enough metal trinkets that they should weigh 20-odd pounds. Except they don't. They aren't covered in paint either. And those wear marks? They're all a facade.

Each splatter, splice and wear stain on the jeans is printed. The chains and charms are a one-dimensional illusion. In the age of A.I. fakery, designers are getting in on the fake news and making jeans that aren't quite real. 

From afar these Acne Studios pants are quite convincing. Grant Brady Lopez


A Long Flirtation with Trompe L'oeil

Fashion history is a speckled battlefield of "trompe l'oeil" technique to make consumers marvel and gasp. As far back as 1927, the French couturier Elsa Schiaparelli was minting cheeky sweaters with flat, sham bows knit in them. (The term "trompe l'oeil" is French for "trick the eye.")

The 1990s witnessed a wave of postmodern, illusionist garments -- the British designer Katharine Hamnett's jumpsuit that duped for a zoot suit, Jean Paul Gaultier's dresses printed with images of women in bikinis and Martin Margiela's whole collection of matte "sweaters" and "coats" printed, deviously, with photos of other garments.

These designs were often conspicuous in their fakery -- inviting onlookers to be in on the gag. Take Mr. Gaultier's trompe l'oeil jeans from 1997. The "denim" is printed smaller than the actual pants, exposing white beneath.

Today's fake jeans are intended to deceive absolutely. They're also proving quite popular: Acne Studios's version is sold out on its website. The summer's bratty style icons, Charli XCX and Troye Sivan, have worn other photorealistic Acne designs, including a pair screened to look as if they have some leather chaps dangling off the front. Other surrealist styles, like Balenciaga's $1,490 fleece "jeans" with synthetic rips and tatters and the Swedish label Our Legacy's artificially abused jeans, are sold out in several sizes on these brand's respective websites.

Charli XCX and Troye Sivan in West Hollywood in January. Affinitypicture/Backgrid, via Acne Studios

Trompe l'oeil printed trousers from Acne Studios. Acne Studios


"When I saw the jeans, my first initial thought was it actually is like dirty denim," said Colin Huang, 25, a stylist and designer in Los Angeles who recently purchased Acne's printed jeans. They've become his wearable, made-you-look party trick. From three feet away, he said, "you wouldn't know if these pants were printed or not."

High Resolution, Maximum Illusion

In one sense, this audacious accuracy is a testament to just how scarily exact clothing production techniques have become.

"You can pretty easily scan" a pair of jeans and print them onto a pair of pants so it looks "sort of seamless," said Trevor Gorji, the designer of Fugazi, a nascent streetwear brand that's dabbled in trompe l'oeil pants.

No brand has cornered the denim duping market like Rag & Bone. In 2013, the mainstream brand introduced the Miramar, a series of terry-cloth and fleece sweatpants printed to look like jeans. The label now offers more than a dozen ersatz options, ranging from elephantine baggies to slender joggers. It added men's options this year. Each pair, said Jennie McCormick, the chief merchandising and design officer, is built off an existing pair of actual Rag & Bone denim that is photographed and screened onto the cotton pants.

The result is the pants equivalent of taping eyeballs over your glasses while you're sleeping at your desk. Couch comfort laced with a cubicle-appropriate facade. "It's that novelty that draws people in," Ms. McCormick said, "and then it is the comfort that perhaps keeps people coming back."

Rag & Bone's sweatpants that look like jeans combine the best of all worlds. Niko Margaros


Miramar joggers from Rag & Bone. Fabrizio Amoroso

A lookbook image of the Rag & Bone denim. Niko Margaros


But designer variations -- those that cost and don't really offer greater comfort than a pair of jeans -- appeal more as a high-minded fashion statement.

"It's this idea of fashion being a picture," said Jonny Johansson, Acne's founder and creative director. What Mr. Johansson meant was that today we engage with clothes primarily through our phones -- we scan Instagram shots of runway shows and shop through apps without ever seeing the product in person first. Why, these deceitful jeans seem to ask, should rips and chains and paint flecks be three dimensional if they're primarily going to be seen in a single dimension?

You could even go all William Gibson and see these jeans as a knowing commentary on how we can't trust anything these days. Just like that A.I. photo of a "yassified" JD Vance or the digitally generated clip of a little girl riding an alligator during Hurricane Milton, our jeans just aren't what they seem anymore.

"It's very contemporary," Mr. Johansson said with his dry Swedish wit.

The Cool Illusion

But surely not everyone is thinking this deeply about their jeans. Most trompe l'oeil trouser owners presented a plainer theory: They just look cool.

Bryson Moore wearing his Our Legacy Digital Print jeans with spurious rips and bleach flecks. Bryson Moore


"To this day they're the most interesting pair of pants that I have," said Bryson Moore, 30, a content creator in Toronto who purchased Our Legacy's Digital Print jeans last year.

Up close, Mr. Moore said, you can really take in the spurious rips and bleach flecks. "When you have the jeans in your hand, you can really sit there and look at them and you're like, 'Wow there's been a lot of attention to detail,'" he said.

Mr. Huang in Los Angeles saw the dubious denim as a riff on people buying battered Dickies and Carhartts on eBay and Depop. They're work wear, minus the work, plus a whole lot of extra money. Said Mr. Huang, "You're essentially getting that look without feeling the dirt."
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New York Was a Shopping Town. Is It Again?

Small, medium and large: There seem to be signs of life for brick-and-mortar operations of every size in the city ... once again.

Buzzy store openings are telegraphing a message to fashion-hungry New Yorkers: the city's retail reputation may be back. New store openings include, clockwise from top left, LuisaViaRoma in Nolita; Arc'teryx in Soho; NNO7 in Nolita/Soho; mannequins at NNO7; Steven Alan's store in Chelsea; shoes displayed at Arc'teryx. Clockwise from top left,Douglas Lyle Thompson; Jesse Liaw; Chris Mottalini; Justin Berkowitz; Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times; Jesse Liaw



By Max Berlinger



Oct 22, 2024 at 10:04 AM

In recent years, the combination of uptown bankruptcies (Barneys) and downtown closures (Opening Ceremony) has challenged New York's reputation as a shopping city. That was followed by the challenges brought to retailers by the pandemic, which precipitated the shuttering of a string of medium-size multibrand boutiques like Totokaelo, Jeffrey and Bird in quick succession.

There are signs this may finally be shifting, with some buzzy store openings that telegraph a message to fashion-hungry New Yorkers: We are so back.

All of this is a welcome -- hopeful, even -- rebound for a city that has long been known as America's pre-eminent shopping destination. But, why, exactly, is a new generation of retailers diving head first into brick-and-mortar businesses when all the signs -- mass retail closures, a wobbly luxury market -- advise otherwise?

"The idea was that I wanted a local, neighborhood shop," said Chris Green, formerly a merchandiser at Totokaelo who opened the men's wear store Ven Space in Brooklyn. The store carries an assortment of elegant mainstays (Dries Van Noten, the Row, Lemaire) and items from lesser-known brands (Auralee, Still by Hand, Rier).

"The idea was that I wanted a local, neighborhood shop," said Chris Green, the owner of the men's wear store Ven Space in Brooklyn. Jessi Frederick


"Like, on Sunday they can stroll the farmers' market, get their thing done, have their kids at the park and pick up a sweatshirt or an outerwear piece," said Mr. Green, who lives only a few blocks away from the store, about the appeal of a store serving a pocket of brownstones. "With these smaller boutiques, I love that they're individual-owned, and you get the point of view of the owner."

Contrast that with the Florentine import LuisaViaRoma, founded as a hat shop nearly a century ago by the Panconesi family. With its 11,300-square-foot flagship store in NoLIta, which includes an appointment-only V.I.P. salon, New York is the store's largest market, said Tommaso Andorlini, the company's chief executive.

"The online platform allows consumers to purchase anything at any time, and this is the core of our business," Mr. Andorlini wrote in an email. "Trying on fine garments is different than looking at it on a screen, and only in the physical environment can you mix brands to find real looks that match your personal style."

LuisaViaRoma opened its 11,300-square-foot flagship store in NoLIta, which includes an appointment-only V.I.P. salon. Douglas Lyle Thompson

"Trying on fine garments is different than looking at it on a screen, and only in the physical environment can you mix brands to find real looks that match your personal style," Tommaso Andorlini, LuisaViaRoma's chief executive, wrote in an email. Douglas Lyle Thompson


"Online retail is all about convenience, whereas in-store shopping is about the experience," said Justin Berkowitz, who is overseeing NN07's expansion into the American market. Chris Mottalini


The stores that have been added in recent months to the city's brick-and-mortar landscape are varied. There's the Danish men's wear brand NN07, which recently opened its first U.S. location on Lafayette Street. Customers recently lined up for the new release of its popular Gael jacket, which was featured on the TV show "The Bear." The Japanese company GU (pronounced "Jee-You"), a trendy offshoot from the owners of Uniqlo, despite operating nearly 500 stores in Asia, flung open the doors to its very first stateside flagship in late mid-September.

Arc'teryx, the Canadian technical outerwear brand, expanded its SoHo footprint to just over 14,000 square feet spread over three stories, which include a "service center" to repair damaged garments, a theater and a cafe. The New York designer Nili Lotan celebrated a new store dedicated to her recently launched men's offerings, in TriBeCa, down the street from her women's store. The French label Jacquemus, designed by Simon Porte Jacquemus, opened its first U.S. store this month.

"Online retail is all about convenience, whereas in-store shopping is about the experience," said Justin Berkowitz, who is overseeing NN07's expansion into the American market. "That social element is really important, especially when you think about consumer attitudes post-Covid. When you think about a city like New York, part of the reason you move here is to have that experience of urban life, which is really about experiencing other people."

"Our stores are also where our brand comes to life," Delaney Schweitzer, the chief commercial officer of Arc'teryx, wrote in an email. Jesse Liaw

Arc'teryx views its new SoHo location as more of a community hub. Jesse Liaw


According to Delaney Schweitzer, the chief commercial officer of Arc'teryx, the label sees its new SoHo location as more of a community hub. "The in-store experience is about more than just product," she wrote in an email, listing off events like film screenings, talks and even run clubs. This summer the company took over a climbing gym and hosted an event there for enthusiasts of the sport. "Our stores are also where our brand comes to life," she said.

The physical retail scene has even wooed back some who seemed to have thrown in the towel for good. Steven Alan, a well-known New York shopkeeper, shuttered all his stores in 2019. Last month, he dipped back in, opening up a small boutique in Chelsea. Mr. Alan, whose parents were retailers before him, said he had been motivated to reopen by all the direct-to-consumer brands he had seen around town. "That's really depressing," said Mr. Alan. "I was like, No, that can't be what retail is. Nobody wants that to be their neighborhood shopping experience."

Steven Alan, seen here, a well-known New York shopkeeper, shuttered all his stores in 2019. Last month, he decided to open a small boutique in Chelsea. Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times


In fact, it can sometimes seem like selling clothes is the last reason any of these merchants decided to open up a shop. Words like "discovery," "experience" and "community" came up time and again in conversation. Which isn't to say people don't want to sell things but stores here seem to approach service with a different purpose, reflecting the changing tastes of its residents.

Big brands have an easier time reaching a wide audience and use their flagships here as calling cards to the world, while smaller stores are using their spaces to appeal to discerning, urbane locals who are looking for something unique. From the resplendent department stores of the 19th century to legendary boutiques like Charivari or Liquid Sky, how New Yorkers shop has always said something about how they live.

Along with restaurants and art galleries, clothing stores can be places that entice some to a city like New York. Or, as Mr. Berkowitz put it: "When I moved here a little over 20 years ago, the parts of the city I knew best were where great retail was."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/22/style/new-york-stores-shopping.html
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Seeking 'Warmth and Personality' in the World of High-Priced Pens

For collectors and enthusiasts at the London Pen Show, the finest writing instruments can cost thousands of dollars. As one dealer put it, "This is art of the highest quality."

Francesco Alfarano's booth at the London Pen Show featured a wide variety of offerings.



By Ralph Jones
Reporting from London


Oct 20, 2024 at 10:00 AM

When was the last time you wrote a letter to someone by hand? As we entrust our laptops and phones with more and more of our lives, the once-ubiquitous art of handwriting is seemingly in danger of going extinct. But at a London hotel on a recent Sunday morning, thousands of people turned up to demonstrate that the humble pen may be far from meeting the fate of the dinosaurs.

At the autumn London Pen Show, which is one of six planned events from UK Pen Shows this year, you could find yourself face to face with some of the most elegant and expensive pens on the planet -- and people happy to pay through the nose for them.

Among the pen sellers was John Sanderson, 72, who sells his handmade creations under the name Silverburl Pens. A retired engineer, Mr. Sanderson made his first pen almost 50 years ago as a means of dealing with dyslexia.

"I can't write and I can't spell," he said, "and it's something that's always fascinated me. So I made a pen, thinking, 'I'll learn to read and write.'" Now he makes pens for people all over the world.

The attendees of the show, including Michaela Staton, 52, Anika Mascher-Licht, 41, and Mareen Goebel, 49, were united by their love of pens. In July, Ms. Staton got a bonus at work and splurged on a new pen -- a Laban 325 Sakura for about $125. This was her first pen show and she had her sights set on a specific model: an Esterbrook Estie Botanical Gardens fountain pen.

The Van Vuuren booth was one of 149 tables at the event, which was held at a hotel. Ayesha Kazim for The New York Times


Some of the pens on display were ornate, including this one at the Urso Luxury booth. Ayesha Kazim for The New York Times

Customers at some booths were allowed to test the pens before purchasing them. Ayesha Kazim for The New York Times


Michaela Staton arrived at the show with certain pens she was looking to acquire. Ayesha Kazim for The New York Times


Ms. Goebel, on the other hand, was a veteran of three pen shows and she brought along a case brimming with pens, including her favorite, a teal-colored Pelikan M805 Ocean Swirl, for which she paid about $485.

"I think I could get mugged for this pen," she said, "because apparently it's really popular and nobody sells theirs." On this visit, she wanted to find a pen to celebrate her retirement and had set herself a budget of about $1,300 -- a huge price for an average consumer, but not an extreme one in the world of pen shows.

The consensus among these attendees was that putting pen to paper is more meaningful than typing on gadgets. "I feel more disconnected from the information that I'm trying to capture when I'm typing it versus when I'm writing it," Ms. Staton said.

The pen dealer Roy van den Brink-Budgen, 40, said there is "real warmth and personality" to writing by hand. "I think even if you don't submerge yourself in it from a collecting point of view, I think writing with a fountain pen adds maybe that extra few percent to even the most mundane writing."

Mr. van den Brink-Budgen's IZODS pens were -- unlike the others on display in the space -- encased in transparent boxes, emanating a sense of luxury. While chatting, he was holding a Montblanc Hemingway, the first pen Montblanc made in its Writers Edition series, which he was selling for more than $3,500. He had other high-end pens like a Montblanc Writers Edition Imperial Dragon Solid Gold 888, which he was selling for almost $6,000, and said the most he had sold a pen for at a show was about $12,000.

Among the highest-priced pens at the show was an out-of-production Namiki Emperor "Hagi," which was being sold by Sarj Minhas for almost $20,000. It is a voluptuous fountain pen with gold autumn flower designs on black lacquer and an 18-carat gold nib.

Mr. Minhas, 53, has been collecting pens for more than 25 years and owns so many he is known by some in the international pen community as "the one-man pen show." He believes that some pens are meant to stay on display, preserved as heirlooms for the next generation. "Pens of this quality you don't really write with," he said. "This is art of the highest quality."

Sarj Minhas's offerings included a Namiki Emperor "Hagi," which he was selling for $20,000. Ayesha Kazim for The New York Times


Thomas Ang was one of several nibmeisters on hand to customize pens for people. Ayesha Kazim for The New York Times

Michael J. Fiedler's book documents pen users and their handwriting. Ayesha Kazim for The New York Times


Phillip Landsiedel worked for Montblanc for eight years before starting his own company, Landsiedel Fine Writing. Ayesha Kazim for The New York Times


The show was not limited to buyers and sellers.

Anyone struggling with getting their pens to write could enlist the help of a nibmeister, like Phillip Landsiedel. Mr. Landsiedel, 30, who wore a bow tie and a white lab coat, is one of only about 10 people who make a living by altering nibs. He worked for Montblanc for eight years before starting Landsiedel Fine Writing two years ago. Using a microscope, he will alter a nib however his customer likes.

It is a service designed for people like Michael J. Fiedler, 57, who is so in love with handwriting that he created "Working Journal," a book in which photographs of people at work sit opposite pages of their unique handwriting. After he buys a fountain pen, Mr. Fiedler typically won't use it until he has sent it off to have its nib altered by Japanese craftsmen like Yukio Nagahara or Mike Masuyama. However, at the show in London, he bought a 1930s Sheaffer Balance with a nib that was particularly flexible. "I may not have to have this one customized," he said with excitement.

Another service offered, for those who don't have thousands of dollars to spare, was pen rentals. Having seen the way people rent handbags, Jon Rabbett, 53, thought there should be an equivalent for the pen world. Since 2018, his website, pensharing.com, has attracted around 500 members who pay between $3 and $13 a week to try out pens they might be curious about or unable to afford. As for why it would appeal to someone, Mr. Rabbett said, "I can't afford a villa in the south of France, but I can afford to take a holiday there."

Ms. Goebel, who had been in search of a retirement pen, ended up buying three instead. She fell first for a blue shimmery Conway Stewart for about $670 and then couldn't help buying two pens from Bob Nicolle, who uses a Japanese lacquering style known as "urushi." For those two pens -- one mother-of-pearl and one a complex gold-leaf model -- Ms. Goebel paid about $1,170.

As Mr. Fiedler summarized: "You might have something in mind when you come to a pen show. But oftentimes, instead of you finding the pen, the pen finds you."

While many of the pens for sale are intended to be used, others are more for display. Ayesha Kazim for The New York Times
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The Captain Jack Sparrow of Baking

A breakout contestant on "The Great British Baking Show" is drawing style comparisons to characters from "Pirates of the Caribbean," "The Princess Bride" and more.

Dylan Bachelet's look on "The Great British Baking Show" includes liberal use of necklaces and bandannas along with his long hair that is typically pulled back in a bun. Netflix



By Annemarie Conte



Oct 21, 2024 at 06:00 PM

Long hair, strong eyebrows, silver hoop earrings, a goatee and the occasional bandanna makes Dylan Bachelet's style feel both unique and uncannily familiar.

Though Mr. Bachelet, a talented 20-year-old contestant on the current season of "The Great British Baking Show," did not initially get much screen time in the series known for its convivial contestants and some cringe-inducing baking challenges, it did not take long for fans to notice him. Online forums and comment sections lit up, comparing Mr. Bachelet to all sorts of roguish characters: Captain Jack Sparrow, Khal Drogo (a "Game of Thrones" chieftain played by Jason Momoa), Disney princes and romance novel cover models, to name a few.

"He's so striking. He's got eyes that speak to your soul and a distinctive look," said Karmen Ledgister, a personal trainer from London, who was among the people trying to find the perfect comparison. "He reminds me of Goku from 'Dragon Ball Z' with his style and his stance. Of course, there's that dark hair!"

Adding to the mythology, Mr. Bachelet joked with Noel Fielding, one of the show's hosts, about what it means that both of them are left-handed. "You know the word sinister means left-handed?" he said to Mr. Fielding. "They used to kill us."

While the show -- known as "The Great British Bake Off" outside of the United States -- is not the type of reality TV program to play on looks, even Mr. Fielding appears to be smitten, calling Mr. Bachelet "too handsome to be a chef" in Episode 3.


But Mr. Bachelet does not have the braggadocio of his fictional doppelgangers, instead seeming wide-eyed and humble thus far, with his face lighting up in surprise when he receives compliments about his baking. He also has been shown to be a bit clumsy, hitting the ground while skateboarding and falling off a stool in the baking tent.

The costume designer Cristina Spiridakis, who worked on the pilot of "The Bear" (and, yes, was responsible for putting the show's lead actor, Jeremy Allen White, in an iconic tight white T-shirt), balks at attaching Mr. Bachelet to the rogue-chef stereotype or putting him in any particular box, as he is pulling in influences from several places.

"He has a different point of view, with his accessories and the colors he chooses to wear," Ms. Spiridakis said in a video interview from New Mexico, where she's working on the upcoming Netflix sci-fi show "The Boroughs." "His clothing is a form of self-expression in the same way his baking is. He takes chances."

One of the characters Mr. Bachelet is most often compared to is the Dread Pirate Roberts, a pirate played by Cary Elwes in "The Princess Bride." 20th Century Fox


To wit, while the bandanna that Mr. Bachelet wears spurred comparisons to the Dread Pirate Roberts from "The Princess Bride," Ms. Spiridakis points out a far more practical reason for the accessory.

"There's utility behind everything," she said. "They've got, what, 16 ovens going at once? So you're leaning over to cook, your hair is going to keep flopping in your face. You're sweating. The bandanna is to not only keep your hair out of your face, but it's also to manage the sweat that's coming out of your hair and your head. And it just so happens to look cool on him. Tons of people wear bandannas and don't look good in them."

Mr. Bachelet pulls in influences from his travels and his heritage (his mother is Indian and his father is Japanese-Belgian, according to his show bio). A patterned sweater vest-long sleeve shirt combo Mr. Bachelet wore during "Biscuit Week" has lines that reference Japanese clothing and armor. In the same episode's "showstopper" challenge, Mr. Bachelet's entry, titled "Rabbit in the Moon," was based on a Japanese fable his father would tell him as a child.

Ms. Spiridakis's belief that Mr. Bachelet has style beyond pirate-inspired garb, proves true in Episode 4, as his newsboy cap (also known as a baker boy hat) and oversize brushed-cotton button-up shirt is more dandy than dastardly.


Of course, much of this internet fandom seems innocent enough, and is intended to be in good fun, most notably comparing Mr. Bachelet to a cat in human form. But the actual person involved can sometimes get lost in such situations.

"Presently, as a society, we love to build something up and then tear it down," Ms. Spiridakis said. "But in this case, I do think or hope, like most things 'Bake Off' related, people are in it for the joy and fun."

That's how Sonya Bowman, an avid fan of the show, sees it. "At the beginning of the season I always try to predict who will win, and he was in my top three," she said over Instagram DM. "Not just because I appreciate his handsome good looks, but he is a really talented bread maker. He also seems a bit shy and humble, which makes him all the more endearing."

When considering the intense analysis of Mr. Bachelet's look, Ms. Spiridakis concluded, "Maybe he's just a Gen Z kid with good style." 
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