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      Post Politics from The Washington Post is the source for political news headlines, in-depth politics coverage and political opinion, plus breaking news on the biden administration and White House, Congress, the Supreme Court, elections and more.


      
        Beyonce will join Kamala Harris at Houston rally Friday
        Tyler Pager, Michael Scherer

        The appearance ends months of suspense over whether Beyonce will formally endorse and work to support Harris.

      

      
        Election 2024 live updates: Harris to hold star-studded rally in Georgia; Trump in Arizona, Nevada
        Amy B Wang, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek, Mariana Alfaro, Maegan Vazquez, Marisa Iati

        Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump.

      

      
        Michigan Arabs and Muslims deeply split over supporting Harris
        Yasmeen Abutaleb

        Many say they will skip the presidential election out of anger over Gaza and Lebanon. Others see Kamala Harris as clearly better than Donald Trump.

      

      
        Trump says he'd 'fire' special counsel Jack Smith in 'two seconds' if elected again
        Amy B Wang, Meryl Kornfield

        Smith has led the Justice Department's investigations into Donald Trump's efforts to overturn the 2020 presidential election and the hoarding of classified documents.

      

      
        No, Trump is not literally Hitler. So what is he?
        Philip Bump

        Trump's allies and supporters claim that Trump's opponents call him Hitler. Most criticism, though, draws comparisons to the German dictator -- ones that can be hard to set aside.

      

      
        Where millions of Americans have cast ballots during early voting
        Alyssa Fowers, Hannah Recht

        Here are the latest numbers from early voting in person and vote by mail in each state, according to the Associated Press.

      

      
        Updating (and fixing) Trump's favorite chart
        Philip Bump

        The president credits an immigration chart with saving his life. Fair enough, but the numbers could use an update.

      

      
        6 key moments from the Kamala Harris town hall with CNN
        Jennifer Hassan, Vivian Ho

        Kamala Harris agreed with an assessment that Donald Trump is a fascist and suggested that filibuster changes could codify abortion rights in a CNN town hall.

      

      
        Trump's exaggerated claim that Pennsylvania has 500,000 fracking jobs
        Glenn Kessler

        The real number of lost jobs without fracking could be one-tenth of what the former president says repeatedly when he visits Pennsylvania.

      

      
        Tucker Carlson tells Georgia rally 'dad' Trump will give Harris a 'spanking'
        Hannah Knowles

        The riff set the tone for Donald Trump's rally in Georgia less than two weeks before Election Day, underscoring themes of retribution that have long propelled his campaign.

      

      
        A GOP operative accused a monastery of voter fraud. Nuns fought back.
        Praveena Somasundaram

        A Republican operative in Pennsylvania falsely claimed that no one lived at an address that belonged to a monastery, prompting the sisters to issue a statement.

      

      
        Harris says in CNN town hall she agrees Trump is a fascist
        Amy B Wang, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek, Mariana Alfaro, Maegan Vazquez, Jonathan Edwards

        Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump.

      

      
        Harris says she concurs with assessment that Trump is a fascist
        Tyler Pager, Patrick Svitek, Jonathan Edwards

        John F. Kelly, a retired Marine general who served as Trump's White House chief of staff, said in a recent interview that Trump seeks unfettered power.

      

      
        The practical and moral difficulties of deporting millions draw closer
        Philip Bump

        Speaker Johnson wants to fast-track 4.5 million immigrants for deportation. But who? And how?

      

      
        Early voting in Wisconsin slowed by label printing problems
        Patrick Marley

        During the first two days of early voting, some encountered long lines as clerks struggled trying to print labels needed for ballot envelopes.

      

      
        American creating deepfakes targeting Harris works with Russian intel, documents show
        Catherine Belton

        Russian documents reviewed by The Post expose the workings of a Moscow network that has become a potent source of fake news targeting American voters.

      

      
        Wrong-way driver passes Harris motorcade on Milwaukee highway
        Amy B Wang

        The driver was a 55-year-old Milwaukee man suspected of being impaired who was taken into custody, authorities said.

      

      
        Trump supporters are more likely to expect a collapse into fascism
        Philip Bump

        They are also more likely than Harris supporters to describe themselves as scared about the state of the world.

      

      
        These are the Republicans endorsing Harris over Trump
        Niha Masih

        The growing list includes former vice president Dick Cheney, top George W. Bush and Reagan officials and many who served under Donald Trump.

      

      
        Donald Trump fixates on Harris aide Ian Sams, who goads him on Fox News
        Ashley Parker, Josh Dawsey

        Trump and his aides have repeatedly publicly attacked Sams for his criticism of the former president during Fox interviews.

      

      
        Past Trump advisers say he's fascist. Trump says he's not. Whom to trust?
        Philip Bump

        A secretary of defense, chief of staff and joint chiefs chairman who served under Trump offered warnings about the former president that his base is primed to ignore.
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Beyonce will join Kamala Harris at Houston rally Friday
The appearance ends months of suspense over whether Beyonce will formally endorse and work to support Harris.
By Tyler Pager, Michael Scherer | 2024-10-24

Beyonce attends an event in New York on Oct. 8. (Dimitrios Kambouris/Getty Images)


Queen Bey is taking sides.
The recording artist Beyonce has agreed to appear at a Friday rally in Houston with Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, along with her mother, Tina Knowles, and country music icon Willie Nelson, according to people familiar with the planning who spoke on the condition of anonymity to preview an appearance that hasn't been publicly announced.
The appearance ends months of suspense over whether Beyonce would work to support Harris. She has long been seen as one of the most impactful potential surrogates for Harris, along with pop star Taylor Swift, who endorsed Harris in September but has not appeared on her behalf.
Harris has long used "Freedom," a song by the 32-time Grammy-winning artist, as her walk-on music at rallies. There were false rumors that Beyonce would perform on the final night of the Democratic convention, even though an appearance by Beyonce was never planned for that event.
Harris is traveling to Texas, which her campaign calls the "ground zero of the nation's extreme abortion bans," to hold a rally centered on abortion rights. Campaign officials said Harris plans to speak to Americans about the threat she believes former president Donald Trump poses to women and those who support women's reproductive rights.
Harris officials say they hope a speech outside the seven battleground states -- Pennsylvania, Michigan, Wisconsin, Arizona, Nevada, Georgia and North Carolina -- will draw more media attention, as they conceded it has been difficult at times to break through the noise of a campaign that has focused almost exclusively on that handful of states.
"Obviously the most important decision a presidential campaign makes is where their principal is spending time," David Plouffe, a Harris senior adviser, said in an interview Sunday. "So the fact that we're going to Texas means we really believe that will help us in those seven battleground states."
A number of celebrities in recent weeks have worked to help Harris, including Oprah Winfrey, Lin-Manuel Miranda, Matt Damon, Robert De Niro and Lizzo. On Thursday, Bruce Springsteen is scheduled to perform in Atlanta at a rally with Harris and former president Barack Obama.
Beyonce has supported Democratic candidates in the past and performed at a rally for Hillary Clinton shortly before the 2016 election.
Trump has criticized the celebrities who have lined up behind his opponent, including posting "I hate Taylor Swift" on Truth Social after she endorsed Harris. Trump's celebrity endorsers include country music stars Lee Greenwood and Jason Aldean. Kid Rock performed and Hulk Hogan spoke at the Republican National Convention on Trump's behalf.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/elections/2024/10/24/beyonce-kamala-harris-houston-rally/
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Election 2024 live updates: Harris to hold star-studded rally in Georgia; Trump in Arizona, Nevada
Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump.
By Amy B Wang, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek, Mariana Alfaro, Maegan Vazquez, Marisa Iati, Alyssa Fowers, Hannah Recht, Yasmeen Abutaleb, Perry Stein, Philip Bump, Alexandra Pannoni, Michael Scherer, Tyler Pager, Meryl Kornfield, Jennifer Hassan, Vivian Ho, Scott Clement, Emily Guskin, Erin Cox, Laura Meckler, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Theodoric Meyer, Catherine Belton, Glenn Kessler, Kelsey Ables, Hannah Knowles, Jonathan Edwards, Praveena Somasundaram | 2024-10-24
Vice President Kamala Harris is scheduled to hold a star-studded campaign rally Thursday in Atlanta with former president Barack Obama. Also appearing with her in the battleground state of Georgia: rock legend Bruce Springsteen, director Spike Lee, actor Samuel L. Jackson and entertainer Tyler Perry. Former president Donald Trump plans appearances in Arizona and Nevada.
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	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Michigan Arabs and Muslims deeply split over supporting Harris
Many say they will skip the presidential election out of anger over Gaza and Lebanon. Others see Kamala Harris as clearly better than Donald Trump. 
By Yasmeen Abutaleb | 2024-10-24

The presidential debate plays on a TV at Mango's Cafe on the Hill in Dearborn, Michigan, on Sept. 10. (Sarah Rice for The Washington Post)


DEARBORN, Mich. -- Gigi Alalyawi and Jomana Ismail, residents of this heavily Arab American city, say they have no plans to vote this year, given their anger at both presidential candidates. Mika'il Stewart Saadiq, a local imam, in contrast has endorsed Vice President Kamala Harris -- though he received swift blowback from community members as a result.
And Amer Ghalib, the mayor of nearby Hamtramck, is so sufficiently unhappy with Harris that he has endorsed Republican nominee Donald Trump and appeared at campaign events with him.
Less than two weeks before Election Day, Michigan's Arab American and Muslim residents are deeply divided about whom to support -- if anyone -- in this year's tight presidential contest. The heart of the debate is whether to back Harris, who has not separated herself from President Joe Biden's staunch support for Israel, which infuriates many Arab Americans and Muslims, but who some believe could be more skeptical of Israel if she were president.
Dearborn residents, like Arabs and Muslims across Michigan, had been far more unified in threatening to withhold their votes from Biden's reelection bid amid Israel's scorched-earth campaign in Gaza, which has devastated the Palestinian enclave in response to Hamas's Oct. 7, 2023,  attacks. But since becoming the Democratic nominee, Harris and her aides -- far more than Biden -- have conducted extensive outreach to Michigan's Arabs and Muslims, managing to soften the opposition and win a handful of endorsements as a result.
Polls show Harris and Trump deadlocked in Michigan, which is key to either candidate's paths to the presidency. Both nominees have visited the state multiple times and made direct overtures to the Arab American and Muslim community.
Despite her gains, Harris has struggled to win broader support in this traditionally Democratic community that is grieving, angry and disillusioned that she will not promise a different course from Biden -- something her aides say would be difficult for a sitting vice president. Adding to her challenge is the recent spread of the war into Lebanon, where more than 2,400 people have been killed and over 1 million displaced.

Pro-Palestinian supporters in Dearborn hold a candlelight vigil on the first anniversary of the Hamas attacks on Oct. 7. (Rebecca Cook/Reuters)


Many Dearborn residents have roots in southern Lebanon, where Israel is bombing villages and ordering evacuations as it seeks to root out Hezbollah militants and infrastructure. Hezbollah has been firing rockets into Israel since Oct. 7, 2023, forcing tens of thousands of Israelis and Lebanese to flee their homes for more than a year.
Meanwhile, the stream of devastating images from Gaza continues, including a recent video of trapped people burning alive in tents outside a hospital compound. After the  2023 attacks, in which Hamas militants killed about 1,200 people and took some 250 hostage, Israel launched a military campaign in Gaza that has killed more than 42,000 Palestinians, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, and fueled a humanitarian catastrophe.
Dearborn resident Jaafar Mothafer, 31, said he and his friends have participated in every election since they were old enough to vote, and that they recognize the potential dangers of a Trump presidency. The former president has threatened to eviscerate democratic norms and launch mass deportations; in 2016 he promised a ban on visitors from majority-Muslim countries and sought to implement it.
Even so, Mothafer said he and his friends are finding it difficult to support Harris.
"None of us are sure what we're going to do, I think, until we get into the booth and have to vote," he said. "But right now, it's very hard to bring ourselves to vote for her -- to even consider voting for her -- given everything that's going on."
Mothafer said he is looking for any sign that Harris is uneasy with the policies of the administration in which she serves, especially the readiness to send weapons to Israel without conditions. "If she were to come out and be a little bit more explicit about her position, I think it would make a whole lot of people feel more comfortable," he said.
When Biden was the presumed Democratic nominee, Michigan's Arab American and Muslim community was far more united. Many residents found Biden disturbingly unsympathetic to Palestinian suffering, producing near-unanimous opposition to his candidacy. They decried his unwillingness to exert pressure on Israel to limit civilian casualties and allow aid into Gaza, even as he eventually criticized some Israeli tactics.
Harris has succeeded at least somewhat in softening the furious opposition that Biden faced. Arab Americans who have endorsed the vice president say she demonstrates far more empathy than he did and shows a greater willingness to hold Israel responsible for the carnage in Gaza.
But others say they are not sold and that Harris remains culpable for the policies of an administration in which she is second-in-command.
Dearborn Mayor Abdullah Hammoud, who has emerged as a leader of Arab Americans across Michigan, said his city in recent weeks has seen a series of funerals for family members killed in Lebanon, including one this past week for 12 people. Hammoud, who has decided not to endorse either presidential candidate, added that his own family has been directly affected by the violence in the Middle East.

Dearborn Mayor Abdullah Hammoud has decided not to endorse either presidential candidate and said that his own family has been directly affected by the violence in the Middle East. (Sarah Rice for The Washington Post)


The mayor's wife, he said, was unable to attend her grandmother's funeral in Lebanon last month because the violence there prevented her from visiting. Hammoud's phone is full of pictures of his father's village in southern Lebanon, called Kounin, reduced to rubble. He regularly receives texts from residents whose family members have been killed or displaced.
Hammoud acknowledged that some Democrats cannot understand why Arab Americans would do anything other than vote for Harris, given Trump's history of hostility toward Arabs and Muslims. But he said the destruction in their ancestral home changes the equation.
"For many who are asking why are Arab Americans and Muslims still on the fence -- when we see images and videos unfolding, we see parts of our childhood, our families and friends, and we have a personal connection to what's happening," Hammoud said. "For many Americans, it's not that personal."
Earlier this month, a Dearborn resident named Kamel Ahmad Jawad was killed in Lebanon while seeking to help displaced Lebanese, according to a statement from his family. The Biden administration angered community members by initially referring to Jawad as a noncitizen, only later confirming he was a U.S. citizen. Community members packed Dearborn's Islamic Center of America for Jawad's funeral.
"People are questioning whether they should vote at all because of this moral quandary they're having: 'If I vote for whichever candidate and the genocide continues using our tax dollars, am I guilty in assisting that and in killing our family and friends?'" Hammoud said.
Israel strongly denies its actions in Gaza amount to a genocide, saying it has tried to avoid killing civilians, despite a number of mistakes, and that Hamas is guilty of starting the conflict and then embedding its fighters amid innocent Gazans.
A victory in Michigan is desperately important to both Harris and Trump, as is clear from their travel schedules. Harris visited the state last week three times, on at least two occasions directly addressing the Arab American and Muslim community's anger over the suffering in the Middle East.
"I know this year has been very difficult, given the scale of death and destruction in Gaza and given the civilian casualties and displacement in Lebanon. It is devastating," Harris said at a campaign event in Oakland County on Friday, shortly after Israel killed Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar in southern Gaza. She said Sinwar's death "can and must be a turning point" to end the fighting in Gaza and Lebanon.

Vice President Kamala Harris speaks in Royal Oak, Michigan, on Monday. (Nic Antaya for The Washington Post)


Michigan has one of the nation's largest Arab American and Muslim populations, with about 300,000 people who claim ancestry from the Middle East or North Africa. Local lawmakers say about 80 percent of this population traditionally leans Democratic, a trend that is almost certain to be upended this year.
And while Biden won Michigan in 2020, Hillary Clinton narrowly lost it -- a fact that is not lost on nervous Democrats.
Trump's campaign has sought to capitalize on Harris's vulnerability among Arab Americans, and surveys suggest his efforts may be yielding results. An Arab News-YouGov poll released this week found that 45 percent of Arab American voters nationwide support Trump and 43 support Harris, within the survey's margin of error.
Jill Stein, the Green Party candidate, has also sought to take advantage of the situation, targeting Dearborn and the Arab American community with a strong antiwar message. Stein is polling at about 1 percent nationally and 4 percent among Arab Americans, but in a race this tight such margins could matter.
Harris has sought to minimize her losses with a delicate message. Allies have sent clear signals that while she cannot challenge Biden's foreign policy when he is in office, as president she would  probably take a more skeptical approach to Israel. Harris's team would probably conduct a full analysis of U.S.-Israel policy to determine what is working and what is not, according to several people familiar with her thinking.
One Harris ally, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive matters, said that as president she would probably be more open to enforcing laws against Israel that prohibit countries from receiving U.S. aid if they block humanitarian assistance or otherwise violate international law. Biden officials have publicly accused Israel of blocking aid and have privately concluded it has at times bombed indiscriminately.
But Harris also said in a recent interview that she could not think of anything she would have done differently from Biden over the last four years.
"She's in a bind, because she can only communicate with body language at this point," the Harris ally said. "Personally, I have zero doubt Kamala Harris will be different from Joe Biden on this."
A Harris spokesperson said she would not address "hypothetical policy questions."
"The Vice President has made clear she will always ensure Israel has what it needs to defend itself from Iran and Iran-backed terrorists," Morgan Finkelstein, Harris national security spokeswoman, said in a statement. "The Vice President has also been clear: it's time to end the war and bring the hostages home, more must be done to facilitate humanitarian assistance, and international humanitarian law must be upheld."
Trump has long disparaged the Arab American and Muslim communities, dating back to his first presidential run in 2016. More recently, he has made conflicting statements on the war in Gaza. Trump has decried U.S. involvement in the Middle East, but in recent comments to reporters, he said Biden was trying to restrain Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and "should be doing the opposite."

Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump speaks during a campaign event in Detroit on Oct. 18. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Trump has met one-on-one with Ghalib, the Hamtramck mayor of Yemeni descent who has endorsed him, and his campaign opened an office in the Michigan suburb, where Ghalib spoke on Friday during Trump's visit.
"I'm very proud to lead this community, and we will stand on the right side of history this time," Ghalib said. "We had a history of disconnect and miscommunication with the Republican Party. Now we are here to end that disconnect." At the same time, Trump recently called some people coming from Yemen "terrorists."
Harris has received endorsements from some Michigan Arab lawmakers, including Deputy Wayne County Executive Assad Turfe and the Muslim advocacy group Emgage. But those who have endorsed her have often endured fierce blowback.

Imam Mika'il Stewart Saadiq. (Photo by Laila Saadiq)


Imam Saadiq, who practices in Detroit, was part of a movement earlier this year encouraging Democrats to select "uncommitted" instead of Biden in the state's primary, as a way of expressing displeasure over the president's Gaza policy. But Saadiq said his experience as a Black man growing up in Detroit, coupled with Harris's more empathetic language about Gaza, compelled him to endorse her.
Saadiq recently signed a letter along with 24 other imams, many from battleground states, urging Muslims to support Harris. The imams argued that as vice president, Harris does not bear responsibility for the administration's policy, and they cited her calls for a Palestinian state and for Israel to adhere to international humanitarian law.
That followed a letter from dozens of other imams and religious scholars that, in contrast, asked people not to vote for either candidate. Saadiq said that he contacted two imams from Michigan to sign onto the letter of support, but they did not respond.
"It's difficult, but I'm not going to ruin this election," Saadiq said. "Me personally, I'm going to do everything I can to vote the right way."
Marianne Levine contributed to this report.
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Trump says he'd 'fire' special counsel Jack Smith in 'two seconds' if elected again
Smith has led the Justice Department's investigations into Donald Trump's efforts to overturn the 2020 presidential election and the hoarding of classified documents.
By Amy B Wang, Meryl Kornfield | 2024-10-24

Special counsel Jack Smith addresses reporters in Washington on Aug. 1, 2023. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


Former president Donald Trump said Thursday that he would "fire" special counsel Jack Smith on his first day back in the White House if he is elected again, making clear that he would push to drop a pair of federal cases against him.
In an interview Thursday morning with conservative podcast host Hugh Hewitt, Trump was asked what he would do if he had to choose between firing Smith or pardoning himself at the start of a second term.
"Oh, it's so easy. It's so easy. ... I would fire him within two seconds," Trump said of Smith, who is leading the Justice Department's investigations into Trump's efforts to overturn the 2020 presidential election and the hoarding of classified documents.
As part of the election-related investigation, Trump was indicted by a federal grand jury in August 2023 on four criminal counts, including conspiracy to defraud the United States; conspiracy to obstruct an official proceeding; obstruction of and attempting to obstruct an official proceeding; and conspiracy against rights.
The classified-documents case has been dismissed, but Smith is appealing.
The authority to hire and fire a special counsel falls to the attorney general. But if Trump wins the election, he is expected to appoint an attorney general who would dismiss both federal cases against him.
Smith was appointed special counsel by Attorney General Merrick Garland to oversee both investigations.
Vice President Kamala Harris's campaign said Thursday that Trump's latest comments indicate that the former president thinks he is above the law, while also pointing to a recent interview in which former Trump White House chief of staff John F. Kelly said he believed Trump met the definition of a fascist. Harris has said she agrees with that assessment.
"A second Trump term, where a more unstable and unhinged Trump has essentially no guardrails and is surrounded by loyalists who will enable his worst instincts, is guaranteed to be more dangerous," Harris campaign spokesman Ammar Moussa said in a statement. "America can't risk a second Trump term."
Smith and the Justice Department are not involved in two state criminal cases that Trump has faced, including his conviction this spring in Manhattan of fraud related to a hush money payment ahead of the 2016 election. In a pending case, he faces an indictment in Georgia for alleged election interference in that state.
Trump has referred to the investigations into his role in the Jan. 6,  2021, attack on the Capitol and classified documents found in his Mar-a-Lago home as part of a "witch hunt" against him, and he has attacked prosecutors and judges.
Trump has also escalated attacks on perceived enemies, promising to exact retribution if he gets a second term. He recently suggested the military could be sent after fellow Americans whom he calls "the enemy from within." He proposed last year appointing his own special prosecutor to go after Joe Biden and his family to chants of "Lock him up!" from his audience.
Trump has justified his calls for retribution by pointing to the court cases against him. Asked if he would "lock up" his foes, he told Glenn Beck last year, "The answer is you have no choice, because they're doing it to us."
He has continued to repeat those claims -- which Harris's campaign has pointed to as warnings that a second Trump term would be worse than the first.
In June, Trump said prosecutions of his political opponents would be "wrong" but that he also would have "every right" to do so if reelected.
"Look, when this election is over, based on what they've done, I would have every right to go after them," Trump said then, days after a jury convicted him on 34 felony counts of falsifying business records in his New York hush money case.
Perry Stein contributed to this report.
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No, Trump is not literally Hitler. So what is he?
Trump's allies and supporters claim that Trump's opponents call him Hitler. Most criticism, though, draws comparisons to the German dictator -- ones that can be hard to set aside.
By Philip Bump | 2024-10-24

Donald Trump attends a rally in Duluth, Georgia, on Wednesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


If we look at it in the abstract, it's easy to see the genesis of the comparisons.
A political leader whose popularity is driven by his personality more than his detailed policy proposals. Someone who casts a small segment of the population as dangerous and demands they be rounded up and deported. A leader who responded to losing an election by working fervently to overturn those election results, spreading false claims and stoking an anger that culminated in an attack on his country's legislature. A leader who has endorsed the idea of replacing a nonpartisan governmental bureaucracy with loyalists. Someone who excoriates the press as dishonest, describes his political opponents as enemies worse than foreign adversaries, and is surrounded by voices that amplify and cheer his most extreme rhetoric.
No, Donald Trump is not Adolf Hitler. He has, happily, not engaged in either the systematized slaughter of a population or launched an effort to subjugate the world.
But, as a number of his former top aides have said in recent weeks, he views the constraints of democracy with disdain and embraces an approach to power that checks the boxes of fascism. Oh, and according to his former chief of staff John F. Kelly, Trump also offered praise for the German dictator  and the way he managed his military.
For many of those surrounding Trump, particularly those who recognize that his reelection means their own empowerment, it is horrible to suggest that Trump is akin to history's most infamous, hated leader. At times, the claim is that the former president's critics and the left are saying that Trump somehow is Hitler -- a rhetorical leap intended to heighten the idea that any such historical comparisons are ridiculous. The left is equating Trump with history's greatest monster! Can you believe how unhinged they are?
And: Can you believe how dangerous they are? Since the attempt on Trump's life in July, he and his allies have blamed anti-Trump rhetoric for the threats he has faced. There's an obvious political utility here: If they can make some of his critics more cautious about what they say, they've restricted the amount of criticism that surrounds Trump. But for those primed to view any comparison to fascist or authoritarian leaders as unwarranted, the hostility that might accompany such comparisons may seem like little more than an effort to stir up hate.
The irony of this concern emerging among supporters of a candidate who is relentlessly focused on disparaging and lying about immigrants to the United States should not be ignored.
Trump's supporters are mostly focused on a straw man, a Trump critic who says he is Hitler or who makes comparisons to Hitler that are inherently ludicrous. Consider the interview that right-wing radio host Hugh Hewitt conducted with Trump on Thursday morning. Hewitt was once a standard conservative commentator, one focused on national security issues. But he's become increasingly sycophantic in his regular conversations with Trump, failing to press the former president on questions that demand obvious follow-ups.
Were Hewitt conducting an interview with a Democrat who approached politics in the manner outlined in the second paragraph of this article -- if, say, Barack Obama's former chief of staff had warned that the former president didn't respect American democracy and praised Hitler -- it is easy to predict how an Obama-Hewitt interview might go. But that is not how the Hewitt-Trump interview went.
"Why do some people hate you so much?" he asked Trump. "I mean, Trump Derangement Syndrome is a real thing. I've run into it. We saw it online repeatedly. The stuff they call you, the Hitler stuff, the fascist stuff. ... Why do you destabilize people this way?"
Trump's connection was staticky, so it was a bit hard to understand his first comments. But then he offered a response.
"I have a tendency to win. It's a nice thing. And that bothers people," Trump said. "Sometimes I play a little bit rough, but they play rough. They are rough and vicious people. They are vicious people. They're dirty people. They've weaponized government. They've weaponized everything and actually made me more popular. It's hard to believe."
So in response to a question centered on the ridiculousness of the idea that Trump's politics mirror fascism, Trump describes his opponents as "vicious" and "dirty" and makes a false claim about how the Biden administration has "weaponized" the government -- as manifested, for example, in the special counsel bringing charges against Trump for attempting to subvert the 2020 election. Which are the sorts of things autocrats say.
Trump's supporters don't want to address the central issue, which is that Trump's approach to power much more closely resembles an autocratic, fascist leader than an American, democratic one. So they highlight the word "Hitler" in the same way that they at times highlight the word "racist": as a way of suggesting that their opponents are once again hyperventilating without reason and lifting up the most damaging rhetoric they can muster, regardless of how applicable it might be. The benefit of doing so is that they then don't have to address the underlying criticisms and concerns.
Godwin's Law holds that any online debate will, if it continues long enough, eventually involve a comparison to Hitler or Nazi Germany in an effort to score the ultimate point. What Trump's allies are doing is declaring the debate to have been "Godwinned" from the outset. They're suggesting that his critics are making an unfair comparison in hopes of skipping all the intermediary discussion.
There are two points worth reinforcing here.
The first is that the most immediate round of comparisons to Hitler was driven not by left-wing paranoia about a second Trump term. It was driven, instead, by Trump's own words, as relayed by his former chief of staff. It's Trump who praised Hitler's control over his generals and Trump who said Hitler did good things, according to Kelly, a retired four-star general. Those were comments he offered reluctantly, apparently doing so only after Trump suggested that the military should be used against any of the "enemy within" should there be unrest on Election Day.
The second is that one of the first people to compare Trump to Hitler was Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio), now Trump's running mate. What changed since Vance offered that comparison in 2016 isn't how Trump approaches politics. It's how willing Vance has become to acquiesce to that approach.
So it is with the right writ large.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2024/10/24/trump-kelly-hitler/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Where millions of Americans have cast ballots during early voting
Here are the latest numbers from early voting in person and vote by mail in each state, according to the Associated Press.
By Alyssa Fowers, Hannah Recht | 2024-10-24
This page will be updated daily as additional early votes are reported.
Millions of Americans have already cast a ballot in the 2024 election through mail and in-person early voting.
Alternatives to in-person Election Day voting made up a staggering 70 percent of overall turnout in the 2020 election, up from 40 percent in 2016, as states temporarily expanded their options for how voters could cast their ballots during the pandemic. Two years later, in the 2022 midterms, half of all votes were cast early.
This year, enthusiasm still appears high in several battleground states, according to the Associated Press tracker of state early-voting tallies. Georgia and North Carolina broke advance-turnout records on their first days of early voting.
High levels of mail voting in Pennsylvania, where those ballots can't be processed until Election Day, could delay knowing the presidential election outcome for the entire country.
See how early voting so far in your state compares with 2020:
Amy Gardner and Nick Mourtoupalas contributed to this report.
Sources: The number of early votes by day comes from the Associated Press, which gathers data from state election offices. Votes processed after Election Day are not shown in the daily charts. Total final turnout and early votes in 2020 are from the U.S. Election Administration and Voting Survey.
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Updating (and fixing) Trump's favorite chart
The president credits an immigration chart with saving his life. Fair enough, but the numbers could use an update.
By Philip Bump | 2024-10-24

Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump speaks at a Turning Point Action campaign rally on Wednesday in Duluth, Georgia. (Alex Brandon/AP)


Former president Donald Trump often gives the credit to his surviving the attempt on his life this year to two factors. The first is God, who he has (with decreasing subtlety) suggested intervened to preserve Trump's political ambitions. The other, unexpectedly, is a graph.
As Trump was speaking during that July rally in Butler, Pennsylvania, he turned his head to look at a graph that appeared on large screens behind him. It was at that moment that the shooter opened fire, clipping Trump's ear instead of (as Trump presents it) hitting his skull. So the chart has become an even-more-regular part of his speeches, both because of the case he suggests it makes on immigration and because of the story he gets to tell about it.
The latter point is hard to argue, certainly. But as we noted back in May, the idea that the chart itself offers much useful information is dubious.
A version of that chart appears below. Originally created by staffers working for Sen. Ron Johnson (R-Wisconsin), it shows the number of people stopped at the border by month since 2012. It's color-coded to indicate the category of immigrant (as designated by Customs and Border Protection) and labeled with various markers indicating points at which various immigration-related policies or events occurred.

The chart used by Trump to show apprehensions at the border. (Donald J. Trump for President 2024) 


In an interview on Fox News, Johnson said that Trump had made some changes to his original chart, and it's not hard to guess what those might be. The paragraph of commentary at the top, for example, is offered in Republican red and Trump-like verbiage. The two thick red arrows also bear the fingerprints of Trumpian intervention. The first purports to show apprehensions dropping thanks to a Trump "clampdown"; the second indicates where Trump supposedly left office, with apprehensions at a low.
That second arrow is the one Trump focuses on the most during his speeches. He claims that it shows how illegal immigration (as he puts it) was at its very lowest point when he was unceremoniously asked to depart the White House. The suggestion he hopes to give, clearly, is that he was doing everything right just before President Joe Biden did everything wrong.
But you will notice that the red arrow showing when Trump left sits well to the left of the marker for 2021. That's because the arrow doesn't indicate when Trump left office at all.
Since we know that Trump is assiduous about ensuring that he's presenting only accurate information to his audiences, we created a new version of the Johnson-Trump graph. It not only corrects some of the mistakes on the original, it also adds new context and new data that his supporters will no doubt find useful.
And so:




We began by correcting the headline, since Trump's version incorrectly suggested that the data indicated the number of people entering and remaining in the country. In reality, many of those stopped at the border are then detained or (particularly when pandemic restrictions were in place) turned away. Understanding that we're looking at stops rather than entries is important.
We've also added a note explaining the surge that occurred during Trump's presidency, during which families with children began coming to the United States in large numbers. The spike came shortly after Trump had announced a national emergency on immigration, which itself followed the government shutdown Trump triggered in an effort to get funding to build a wall on the border.
Our chart also shows where Trump actually left office, at a point when monthly apprehensions were almost as high as they'd been during that spike. That was because of the lull a few months earlier, one triggered not by Trump's policies but by the coronavirus pandemic. As happened with a lot of things, immigration surged as pandemic restrictions lifted, continuing to rise into Biden's presidency.
There were, in fact, a record number of immigrants apprehended at the border under Biden. To a small extent, this was a function of those pandemic restrictions that saw people removed from the country quickly; some of those attempted immigrants would simply try to enter the country again, often within the same month.
In June, Biden announced new policies aimed at reducing the number of immigrants allowed to enter the country to seek asylum. In September, the number of people stopped at the border were the third-lowest of Biden's presidency, following only the first two months of 2021.
Otherwise, the chart is the same. We welcome the former president to swap his old, misleading version out for the new, corrected one at his convenience. We're confident his audiences will appreciate his attention to detail.
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6 key moments from the Kamala Harris town hall with CNN
Kamala Harris agreed with an assessment that Donald Trump is a fascist and suggested that filibuster changes could codify abortion rights in a CNN town hall. 
By Jennifer Hassan, Vivian Ho | 2024-10-24

Vice President Kamala Harris and Anderson Cooper at a CNN town hall with Pennsylvania voters on Wednesday. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


Vice President Kamala Harris spoke to undecided voters at a town hall event hosted by CNN on Wednesday in Pennsylvania.
Here are six key moments from Harris's appearance -- with less than two weeks until the election.
Moderator Anderson Cooper referenced warnings from former Trump aides in recent weeks that the Republican presidential nominee would govern like a dictator if elected again, noting that Harris herself had "not used" the word fascist to describe the former president.
"Let me ask you tonight, do you think Donald Trump is a fascist?" Cooper said. "Yes, I do," Harris replied. "Yes, I do."

Vice President Kamala Harris spoke with undecided voters during a town hall-style event in Pennsylvania hosted by CNN on Oct. 23.


John F. Kelly, Trump's longest-serving White House chief of staff, told the New York Times that Trump's desire for unfettered power fit the definition of "fascist." "Certainly the former president is in the far-right area, he's certainly an authoritarian, admires people who are dictators -- he has said that," Kelly said. "So he certainly falls into the general definition of fascist, for sure."
Harris said Wednesday she believes that the people who know Trump "best on this subject should be trusted."

Vice President Kamala Harris was asked at CNN's town hall Oct. 23 if she thinks that former president Donald Trump is a fascist, to which she said: "Yes, I do."


Trump labeled Kelly a "degenerate" and a "bad General," in a social media post Wednesday, claiming that Kelly had lied about their private interactions in his interview with the Times.
Harris has spoken passionately throughout her campaign on abortion rights -- an issue Democrats have ran on with success as many states take steps to ban or mostly ban the procedure since the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade -- and she is hosting a rally in Texas on Friday centered on the issue.
At the town hall, she called legal access to abortion an "issue of freedom" that transcends party lines. "This is probably one of the most fundamental freedoms that we as Americans could imagine, which is the freedom to literally make decisions about your own body," Harris said. "And on some issues, I think we've got to agree that partisanship should be put aside."
She suggested that eliminating the 60-vote threshold to pass most legislation in the Senate may be an option to consider if that's what's needed to codify abortion rights into federal law -- a move that has drawn opposition from Republicans when she has suggested it previously. "I think we need to take a look at the filibuster, to be honest with you," she said.
Trump has recently ramped up charges that his political opponents are the "enemy from within," sometimes specifying Democrats such as former House speaker Nancy Pelosi and Adam Schiff, a Senate candidate. "He's talking about the American people," Harris said.
Trump, who said he was worried about the potential actions of what he called "radical left lunatics" on Election Day, urged in an interview with Fox News last week that "the enemy from within" should be "easily handled" by the National Guard or the military.
"You can look at a Donald Trump in the White House after January 20, sitting in that Oval Office plotting his revenge. ... He's going to sit there, unstable, unhinged, plotting his revenge, plotting his retribution, creating an enemies list," Harris said.
"Donald Trump should be here tonight to talk with you and answer your questions," she told the audience. "He's not. He refused to come."
The only debate between Harris and Trump took place on Sept. 10. The nominees clashed repeatedly as they touched on the economy, immigration, abortion, democracy and climate change.
Harris's camp immediately pushed for a second debate -- including a proposed date of Wednesday -- but Trump declined, saying that Oct. 23 was too close to the election. Trump also declined to participate in a CNN town hall of his own on Wednesday. Instead, Trump spoke at a faith-based event and an evening rally in the battleground state of Georgia.
Harris fielded questions about how she would be different than President Joe Biden, a delicate topic as she seeks to tout her own experiences as vice president while also attracting voters looking for change -- and fending off critics of any unpopular decisions.
"My administration will not be a continuation of the Biden administration," she said on Wednesday. "I bring to this role my own ideas and my own experience. I represent a new generation of leadership on a number of issues and believe that we have to actually take new approaches." While she stressed that her background, including as attorney general of California, informed her views on issues such as housing -- and her personal experiences of raising stepchildren while also taking care of her elderly mother have shaped her priorities -- she didn't dive into policy specifics about how her administration would be different.
Responding to a question from the audience about Israel's war in Gaza and whether she would ensure Palestinians do not die from "bombs being funded by U.S. tax dollars," Harris said that "far too many innocent Palestinian civilians have been killed. It's unconscionable."
The Middle East conflict -- and the U.S. response to it, including billions of dollars' worth of security assistance and weapons over the past year since Israel began retaliating for Hamas's Oct. 7, 2023, attack -- has been in sharp focus during the campaign. The war has become a growing vulnerability for Harris.
She said the recent death of Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar, architect of the group's 2023 massacre in Israel, brings "an opportunity to end this war, bring the hostages home, bring relief to the Palestinian people and work toward a two-state solution." Sinwar was killed by Israel's military on Oct. 16 in southern Gaza.
When asked whether she would be "more pro-Israel" than Trump, Harris did not directly respond, saying she believed Trump to be "dangerous."
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Trump's exaggerated claim that Pennsylvania has 500,000 fracking jobs
The real number of lost jobs without fracking could be one-tenth of what the former president says repeatedly when he visits Pennsylvania.
By Glenn Kessler | 2024-10-24

Former president Donald Trump speaks to supporters in Latrobe, Pennsylvania. (Jeff Swensen for The Washington Post)


"And there's very few states that benefit like you do from fracking. I mean, you have 500,000 jobs."
-- Former president Donald Trump, remarks at a rally in Erie, Pennsylvania, Sept. 29
"Kamala has said repeatedly, she wants to ban fracking, which would kill over 500,000 jobs in Pennsylvania alone."
-- Trump, remarks at a rally in Latrobe, Pennsylvania, Oct. 19
"The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania produces 500,000 energy jobs. They'd be wiped out."
-- Trump, remarks at a town hall-style rally in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, Oct. 20
"She's going to have no fracking. That's going to cost Pennsylvania 500,000 jobs and the revenues untold."
-- Trump, remarks to the media at a McDonald's in Feasterville-Trevose, Pennsylvania, Oct. 20
Just about every time Trump ventures into the battleground state of Pennsylvania, he mentions that fracking is responsible for 500,000 jobs there. He also falsely claims that Vice President Kamala Harris wants to ban fracking. That was her policy five years ago, in 2019, but since then she has switched her stance.
As vice president, she cast the tiebreaking vote for the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022, a bill that included many green-energy incentives but also increased leases for fracking. Asked in a recent CNN interview what changed her mind, Harris responded: "What I have seen is that we can -- we can grow and we can increase a thriving clean energy economy without banning fracking."
Of course, Trump ignores that and pretends that Harris, if elected, would immediately ban the practice. Then he mentions a figure of 500,000 jobs being lost. How valid is this number?
Fracking, short for "hydraulic fracturing," is a drilling technique that uses high-pressure water and chemical blasts to access natural gas and oil reserves underground. The technique has facilitated a boom in U.S. energy production, so now 79 percent of U.S. natural gas and 65 percent of crude oil is produced by fracking, according to estimates.
The issue is important to Pennsylvania because underneath about two-thirds of the state is the Marcellus Shale formation -- which also covers parts of New York, Ohio, West Virginia and Maryland. In the state, fracking is used mainly to extract natural gas, not petroleum.
A Trump campaign aide pointed to two documents to support Trump's number: a 2022 report commissioned by the American Petroleum Institute on jobs created by the oil and gas industry and a 2020 report by the Global Energy Institute, an arm of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, on the alleged impact of banning fracking. These are industry groups with a vested interest, and so their numbers must be treated with caution.
The American Petroleum Institute's report estimated that 423,700 jobs could be attributed to the oil and natural gas industry in Pennsylvania, if one included "indirect" and "induced" jobs (more on that below). The Chamber of Commerce group's report estimated that 609,000 jobs would be lost by 2025 if fracking were banned -- a number generated by calculating the impact on employment from higher residential and business energy costs and lower government revenue.
Whether Trump realizes that the numbers he's using are broader than just fracking is unclear. At least once, he referred to "500,000 energy jobs." That's not what these reports say. In an interview with Sean Hannity in September in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, he claimed fracking is "your biggest business, and you get a big majority of your income from fracking."
That's also false. The gross domestic product generated by a U.S. government category that includes mining, logging, and oil and gas extraction -- more than just fracking -- amounted to less than 1.5 percent of the state's overall economy in the first half of this year.
Most of the time, Trump just refers to 500,000 jobs. So let's explore what that means. We'll focus on the petroleum institute report, which comes out every two years, as the figure in the Chamber of Commerce report is so high that even a report issued by Trump's Energy Department was skeptical of the findings and said it was inconsistent with the department's own estimates.
The petroleum group's calculation of 423,700 jobs includes direct jobs created (93,060) -- plus 143,530 indirect jobs (via the supply chain) and 187,110 induced jobs (people spending the wages they earn). These figures were calculated via economic impact software developed by IMPLAN, an economics firm, derived from the Commerce Department's Bureau of Economic Analysis input-output tables. These tables are used by economists to understand how industries interact with one another and with the rest of the economy. Depending on the industry, the creation of one job may reverberate differently in the economy.
IMPLAN provides an example of how the impact of a new vehicle manufacturing plant might be traced through the economy. Indirect effects would include the plant buying tires, electricity, advertising and paint -- and then the tire company buying rubber, the electricity company buying coal, the advertising firm paying rent and the paint manufacturer buying chemicals. The induced effects would be the plant workers paying rent, buying groceries, getting haircuts -- and then the real estate employees, grocery store employees and hair salon employees paying rent, buying groceries and getting haircuts. (The calculation also takes into account the impact of taxes, profit-making and wages being placed into savings, all of which would reduce job creation.)
During the 2011 debate over how many jobs would be created by the Keystone XL pipeline, we revealed how a report touting the benefits of a wind farm project had calculated such induced impacts to an absurd degree. Among the list of jobs that would allegedly be created by a proposed investment in wind farms: 51 dancers and choreographers, 138 dentists, 176 dental hygienists, 100 librarians, 510 bread bakers, 448 clergy, 154 stenographers, 865 hairdressers, 898 reporters, 136 manicurists, 110 shampooers, 98 public relations people, 65 farmers and (our favorite) 1,714 bartenders. In other words, many of these jobs are far afield from the original source.
But there's another issue with using the petroleum group's report to calculate the impact of fracking. As part of the "oil and gas industry," it includes employment at gas stations and convenience stories that sell gasoline (along with food and other products). The Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages, from the Labor Department, indicates that about 41,000 workers have such jobs in Pennsylvania, or nearly half of the direct oil and gas jobs claimed by the report.
An American Petroleum Institute official said that about 33,000 jobs in its direct number come from gas stations. The argument for including them is that some of the gasoline being sold might have been obtained through fracking.
There's no easy or precise way to calculate the number of fracking jobs, as fracking is a technology, not a job category. The data varies depending on the source used, such as the Bureau of Labor Statistics or the Commerce Department's Bureau of Economic Analysis. The petroleum institute used some employment data from each of those government agencies.
A report by the Pennsylvania Department of Energy Program, using a survey conducted by BW Research Partnership and Bureau of Labor Statistics data, concluded there were 20,994 natural gas jobs and 19,670 petroleum jobs in Pennsylvania. That would be nearly 41,000, or less than half the petroleum institute's figure. The petroleum institute official said petroleum jobs cannot be easily separated from natural gas jobs because of the inherent co-nature of oil and natural gas production, and so urged us to combine the figure.
Sean O'Leary, senior researcher at the Ohio River Valley Institute, a think tank that focuses on Appalachia, relies on the Labor Department's Quarterly census data because he can separate jobs that predated or are independent of fracking and because it includes positions covered under the unemployment insurance system.
As of the end of 2023 -- using state data for oil and gas extraction, drilling for oil and gas, support services for oil and gas, and pipeline construction and transportation -- O'Leary calculates that only 18,636 jobs can be directly attributed to fracking. Using indirect job multipliers published by the Economic Policy Institute, the overall job figure would be about 55,000 -- about one-tenth of Trump's number.
"The bottom line is that, however you cut it, fracking is not a major driver of employment in Pennsylvania and Appalachia," O'Leary said. "We're talking about 20,000 or so jobs in an economy of 6 million jobs. The Philadelphia Public Schools employ more people than the state's entire fracking industry. There are more hairdressers in Pennsylvania than there are fracking workers. The Amish population of Lancaster County is more than twice as large as the number of fracking workers statewide."
As usual, Trump latches onto the biggest number possible while bashing his opponent with a falsehood. We acknowledge that it's difficult to precisely calculate the number of jobs that can be attributed to fracking -- and that there is a reasonable argument for including at least indirect jobs as part of the calculation of an industry's economic impact.
But there's no excuse for Trump using a figure that, based on the evidence, is so off-base. He earns Four Pinocchios.
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Tucker Carlson tells Georgia rally 'dad' Trump will give Harris a 'spanking' 
The riff set the tone for Donald Trump's rally in Georgia less than two weeks before Election Day, underscoring themes of retribution that have long propelled his campaign.
By Hannah Knowles | 2024-10-24

Tucker Carlson speaks alongside former president Donald Trump during a Turning Point Action campaign rally Wednesday in Duluth, Georgia. (Anna Moneymaker/Getty Images)


DULUTH, Ga. -- Former Fox News host Tucker Carlson warmed up the crowd at Donald Trump's rally here Wednesday night with a dark metaphor, bashing Vice President Kamala Harris and declaring that "dad" was coming home to mete out discipline.
"He's pissed!" Carlson said to extended cheers. "Dad is pissed. ... And when dad gets home, you know what he says? 'You've been a bad girl. You've been a bad little girl, and you're getting a vigorous spanking right now.'"
"'And no, it's not going to hurt me more than it hurts you,'" Tucker added. "'No, it's not. I'm not going to lie. It's going to hurt you a lot more than it hurts me. And you earned this. You're getting a vigorous spanking because you've been a bad girl, and it has to be this way.'"
The riff set the tone for Trump's rally in the swing state of Georgia less than two weeks from Election Day, underscoring themes of retribution that have long propelled the former president's campaign. The Republican presidential nominee is pitching himself as a paternalistic protector for the country while also threatening punishment for his critics and enemies -- cheered on by a rowdy base of supporters.

Former Fox News host Tucker Carlson compared former president Donald Trump to an angry dad who would discipline those he deemed disobedient at a Georgia rally.


"Daddy's home!" the crowd chanted later after Trump took the stage at Gas South Arena in the Atlanta suburbs.
The rally took place as Trump's critics intensified their warnings that the Republican presidential nominee is not a protector but a dangerous authoritarian. Trump's former chief of staff, John Kelly, had just asserted that his old boss meets the definition of a fascist, and Harris said at her own Wednesday night event that she agrees. Trump has also been criticized for recent comments that the military could be deployed against people he has referred to as the "enemy from within," including Democratic lawmakers. In interviews at early-voting sites in Georgia, it was clear that many voters had heard about the military comments in particular and feared Trump would govern like a "dictator."
At Trump's rally in Duluth, however, the crowd reveled in the idea of father Trump doling out punishments. T-shirts sold outside Trump's events have long cast him as a "Daddy" figure, but Carlson took that idea much further on Wednesday.
James Singer, a Harris campaign spokesman, simply declared it "weird."
In an hour-and-a-half-long speech, Trump reprised some of his favorite attacks on Harris, mispronounced her name and took aim at her intelligence. "She's a low-IQ person," he said. "She's an international joke," he added later.
Trump also brought up President Joe Biden's rhetoric about him this week. "We've got to lock him up," Biden said Tuesday, before seeking to clarify: "Politically lock him up."
Trump was convicted this year of falsifying business records. Trump has not been sentenced, and other criminal charges have yet to go to trial.
"He said, 'We got to lock him up.' This is illegal," Trump said in Duluth.
The Republican presidential nominee went on his usual tangents. At one point he noted, "I don't like my hair tonight." At another, he said he decided against recording his White House conversations with world leaders because of the tapes that helped end Richard M. Nixon's presidency. A conspicuous gap in a recording of Nixon talking to his chief of staff contributed to the Watergate corruption scandal that led Nixon to resign.
Trump said he wished he had tapes of his negotiations with foreign leaders to show off.
"The problem is then I start thinking about Richard Nixon did that, and I say, 'You know, let's do without the tape. We'll do without the tape,'" he said.
Trump also repeated his claim that CBS's "60 Minutes" deceptively edited an interview with Harris to obfuscate her real response and again dangled a threat to sue -- the same day that the network's lawyers told the former president his demands were built on a "faulty premise."
"They changed her answer. ... Should we sue '60 Minutes' and CBS?" Trump asked the crowd.
A host of surrogates got the crowd fired up before Trump's appearance at the event held with the conservative group Turning Point Action. There was right-wing commentator Benny Johnson, who thanked Georgia authorities for giving Trump a great mug shot; Robert F. Kennedy Jr., who suspended his independent presidential bid to endorse Trump; Tulsi Gabbard, a former Democratic congresswoman who has also become a vocal Trump ally; and country singer Jason Aldean, among others.
Carlson, who was fired from Fox last year, assured the crowd they were not "freaks and misfits," and railed against Democrats as "the party of weak men and unhappy women." He bashed Democratic vice-presidential nominee Tim Walz, the governor of Minnesota, a frequent target of crude insults at Trump events.
"None of the normal people are supporting the Democratic machine," Carlson said. "Tim Walz is supporting the Democratic machine. A man you would never allow to babysit your own children."
The crowd at one point broke into chants of "Tampon Tim!" -- a Trump rally staple that alludes to a Minnesota bill Walz signed into law to provide access to menstrual products in public schools.
Later, Carlson turned to Harris, declaring that the vice president "has no skills" and asking: "How did we wind up with a system where Kamala Harris, she couldn't change the tire on your truck, much less drive it. How did she wind up at the top of the pyramid?"
"You can't allow that," he continued, segueing into his metaphor about disciplining children and telling the audience that "if you allow your 2-year-old to smear the contests of his diapers on the wall of your living room, and you do nothing about it ... you're going to get more of it."
The "spanking" comments that followed drew ridicule online, echoing past backlash to comments about Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer (D). In 2021, a Michigan Republican leader apologized after saying the state Senate had "spanked" Whitmer.
But the language was not out of place at a Trump rally, where he and his surrogates routinely lob harsh and crude insults. As rallygoers filtered out afterward, they were met with T-shirt vendors shouting, "Say No to the Ho!" -- a gendered slogan targeting Harris that has become a fixture at the former president's events.
Jonathan Edwards and Maegan Vazquez contributed to this report.
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A GOP operative accused a monastery of voter fraud. Nuns fought back.
A Republican operative in Pennsylvania falsely claimed that no one lived at an address that belonged to a monastery, prompting the sisters to issue a statement.
By Praveena Somasundaram | 2024-10-24

The Benedictine Sisters of Erie, a Catholic order in Erie, Pennsylvania, host an Easter celebration in the chapel of their monastery. (Jo Clarke)


Sister Stephanie Schmidt had a hunch about what her fellow nuns would discuss over dinner at their Erie, Pennsylvania, monastery on Wednesday night.
The day before, a Republican operative in the battleground state falsely suggested to his nearly 58,000 followers on X that no one lived at the monastery and that mail ballots cast from there would be "illegal votes." Cliff Maloney, who hired 120 people to go door-to-door across Pennsylvania urging Republican voters to return their mail ballots, wrote on X that one of those workers had "discovered" an Erie address where 53 people were registered to vote but "NO ONE lives there."
The address Maloney posted belonged to the Benedictine Sisters of Erie, where Schmidt and 54 other sisters live full time. And the Catholic order, known for its engagement in social justice issues, was alarmed by the accusations.
"To be unjustly accused of voter fraud is just really disgusting, ugly," Schmidt, the prioress, told The Washington Post.
In a public statement Wednesday, she called Maloney's post -- which has been viewed more than 2 million times -- "blatantly false," adding that "a simple web search would alert him to our active presence in a number of ministries in Erie." The monastery, which does not affiliate with any political party, had received complaints from across the country about Maloney's post and felt "the need to respond immediately," Schmidt told The Washington Post.
When a local news reporter visited on Wednesday for an interview, Schmidt said she asked them to stay longer, allowing them to film the sisters during evening prayer in the chapel, as documentary evidence of their existence at the monastery.
"If you're not a critical thinker, you could just say, 'Oh, look at that. There's these sisters trying to get away with a scam,'" Schmidt, 72, told The Post. "We have to be careful of what we believe. We have to do our homework."
Maloney, who had seen the Benedictine Sisters' public statement, said Wednesday his team was "working to confirm" that the women live at the Erie address he posted.
"If we confirm that, great, I encourage them to vote," Maloney, 33, told The Post. "If we don't confirm that, we'll look at the next step to take to make sure that only legal votes are cast."
The chaos surrounding the Erie monastery comes as false claims online have fueled misinformation about voter fraud across the United States ahead of Nov. 5 and Republican officials have questioned the integrity of the election. Pennsylvania, the tipping point in 2020, remains crucial, the apex of this year's seven swing states.
Four years ago, 140,000 Republicans requested mail ballots but did not return them, and Biden won the state by 80,000 votes -- a statistic that inspired Maloney's "Pennsylvania Chase" effort, though some of those expected GOP voters may have cast their ballot in person. The Pennsylvania Chase initiative aims to knock on 500,000 doors across the state to raise the percentage of Republican-leaning voters who turn in their mail ballots.
On Tuesday, one of the door-knockers Maloney hired went to the Erie address to ask about an unreturned Republican ballot, he said.
"I had a hard time because all I kept seeing was a church but no house," the worker wrote in a text, which Maloney posted on X later Tuesday.
In the text, the staffer wrote that they went inside and spoke to a woman at the property who said it was a monastery but that no one lived there beyond visitors passing through on their way to missions.
In his post about what the worker recalled, Maloney wrote: "Turns out it's the Benedictine Sisters of Erie and NO ONE lives there."
But Schmidt said she doesn't think that exchange actually happened.
There is only one public entrance to the monastery, Schmidt told The Post, and she said the sisters who had worked the switchboard this week did not recall speaking to anyone coming into the monastery about voting or mail-in ballots. In Wednesday's public statement, the Benedictine Sisters of Erie said they had no issues with door-knocking "to increase citizen participation in elections," before adding: "We do take issue with claiming false information as true in an effort to discredit differing views or affiliations.
"We want to be on public record as having called out this fraud so that if the outcome of next month's election is contested in Pennsylvania our integrity will not be called into question," the group said.
Schmidt told The Post that "each sister votes her conscience," but the order itself is nonpartisan and does not participate in any political campaigning. She said the order is committed to "working for peace and justice, especially for the rights of women and children, and the climate crisis."
The sisters maintain an active website as well as Facebook and Instagram accounts that document their activities and milestones, including a sister's recent 107th birthday and an Oct. 17 event at the Erie Convention Center where a sister recently interviewed former congresswoman Liz Cheney (R-Wyoming).
Maloney made the posts on X, he said, to "go public" and "find answers" about the voter registrations connected to the monastery's address.
"Glad they put the statement out," Maloney told The Post. "I respect that, but we're going to dive a little deeper, confirm that that's correct."
The Benedictine Sisters are planning to take legal action. Ahead of Nov. 5, just like in homes across the country, "there's a lot of angst about the upcoming election in our house," Schmidt said.
On Oct. 5, with one month to go until Election Day, the sisters added one prayer to their daily evening routine -- a prayer for leadership.
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Harris says in CNN town hall she agrees Trump is a fascist
Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump.
By Amy B Wang, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek, Mariana Alfaro, Maegan Vazquez, Jonathan Edwards, Tyler Pager, Patrick Marley, Hannah Knowles, Clara Ence Morse, Kevin Schaul, Colby Itkowitz, Catherine Belton, Philip Bump, Ashley Parker, Josh Dawsey, Meryl Kornfield, Ellie Silverman, Lenny Bronner, Luis Melgar, Diane Napolitano, Kati Perry, Dylan Wells, Elizabeth Dwoskin, Aaron Schaffer, Laura  Wagner, Karla Adam, Aaron Blake, Derek Hawkins, Carson TerBush, Marianna Sotomayor, Cleve R. Wootson Jr., Theodoric Meyer, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Rachel Pannett, Jennifer Hassan, Toluse Olorunnipa, Joseph Menn, David Nakamura | 2024-10-24
Vice President Kamala Harris was asked at her televised town hall hosted by CNN Wednesday if she thinks the former president Donald Trump is a fascist, to which she responded: "Yes, I do." That comment came hours after she warned Trump wants "unchecked power" if he returns to the White House. Her remarks in Washington focused on recent comments by John F. Kelly, Trump's longest-serving White House chief of staff, that his former boss met the definition of a fascist and would govern like a dictator if elected again. Trump spoke at a faith-based event and an evening rally Wednesday in the battleground state of Georgia.
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Harris says she concurs with assessment that Trump is a fascist
John F. Kelly, a retired Marine general who served as Trump's White House chief of staff, said in a recent interview that Trump seeks unfettered power.
By Tyler Pager, Patrick Svitek, Jonathan Edwards | 2024-10-24

White House Chief of Staff John F. Kelly leans in to talk with President Donald Trump in the Oval Office in 2018. (Pablo Martinez Monsivais/AP)


PHILADELPHIA -- Vice President Kamala Harris said on Wednesday she believes former president Donald Trump is a fascist, agreeing with the assessment of a growing number of Trump's former top aides as she escalated her warnings about the Republican nominee's character and fitness for office less than two weeks before Election Day.
Asked directly during a CNN town hall whether she thinks that Trump is a fascist, Harris said, "Yes, I do. Yes, I do." Later, discussing voters  concerned about the war in Gaza, the vice president said: "I also do know that for many people who care about this issue, they also care about bringing down the price of groceries. They also care about our democracy and not having a president of the United States who admires dictators and is a fascist."
Harris's comments came a day after a statement by Trump's former White House chief of staff John F. Kelly that Trump meets the definition of a fascist, intensifying a debate over whether Trump has authoritarian tendencies and would abuse governmental power in a second term. Kelly, a retired Marine general, told the New York Times that Trump's desire for unfettered power and other qualities fit the fascist label.

Vice President Kamala Harris was asked at CNN's town hall Oct. 23 if she thinks that former president Donald Trump is a fascist, to which she said: "Yes, I do."


Mark T. Esper, who served as Trump's secretary of defense, added Wednesday on CNN that "it's hard to say" Trump does not fall into the category of a fascist. That followed a warning from retired Gen. Mark A. Milley, former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, in a new book by The Washington Post's Bob Woodward that the former president is "fascist to the core."
The cascade of alarms has created the unprecedented spectacle of a series of high-ranking military leaders, who by tradition are often nonpolitical, warning voters that a major presidential nominee is a potential dictator, underlining that message with a label that has traditionally been reserved for such figures as Italy's Benito Mussolini rather than American political leaders.
Kelly's warning has given Harris new ammunition for her assertion that Trump cannot be trusted with the powers of the presidency, and it has ensured that the question of Trump's purported dictatorial character would be at the center of the campaign's final days.
"He's just putting out a 911 call to the American people," Harris said of Kelly. "Understand what could happen if Donald Trump were back in the White House. And this time we must take very seriously [that] those folks who knew him best and who were career people are not going to be there to hold him back."
Several hours before the CNN town hall Wednesday, Harris emerged from the vice-presidential residence at the Naval Observatory, an official building and one that has rarely been the scene of campaign pronouncements, to urge voters to heed the alarms from people who have worked with Trump that his beliefs are "incredibly dangerous."
"Donald Trump is increasingly unhinged and unstable, and in a second term, people like John Kelly would not be there to be the guardrails against his propensities and his actions," Harris told reporters. "Those who once tried to stop him from pursuing his worst impulses would no longer be there, and no longer be there to rein him in."
She added, "The bottom line is this: We know what Donald Trump wants. He wants unchecked power. The question in 13 days will be: What do the American people want?"
Harris also responded to Kelly's comment that Trump said that Adolf Hitler "did some good things." The Atlantic, meanwhile, reported Tuesday that Trump once said in a private White House conversation: "I need the kind of generals that Hitler had. People who were totally loyal to him, that follow orders."
"It is deeply troubling and incredibly dangerous that Donald Trump would invoke Adolf Hitler," the vice president said. "The man who is responsible for the deaths of 6 million Jews and hundreds of thousands of Americans. All of this is further evidence for the American people of who Donald Trump really is."

On Oct. 23, Vice President Kamala Harris spoke on former Trump Chief of Staff John Kelly's comment that his former boss "wanted generals like Adolf Hitler had."


Trump and his campaign sharply denied Kelly's account of Trump's comments.
"Thank you for your support against a total degenerate named John Kelly, who made up a story out of pure Trump Derangement Syndrome Hatred!" the former president wrote on Truth Social. "This guy had two qualities, which don't work well together. He was tough and dumb. The problem is his toughness morphed into weakness, because he became JELLO with time."
This is not the first time former military or diplomatic figures have warned that Trump has authoritarian impulses, although they have rarely used the term "fascist" until now.
Last month, more than 700 onetime national security officials of both parties issued an open letter endorsing Harris while saying Trump represents "authoritarianism" and would endanger democracy.
"He has heaped praise on adversarial dictators like China's Xi Jinping, North Korea's Kim Jung Un, and Russia's Vladimir Putin, as well as the terrorist leaders of Hezbollah," said the letter, released by National Security Leaders for America.
Speaking to the Times, Kelly said he felt compelled to denounce Trump publicly in the weeks leading up to the 2024 election because of the former president's repeated comments about deploying the power of the executive branch, including the military if necessary, to eliminate the "enemy from within."
"And I think this issue of using the military on -- to go after -- American citizens is one of those things I think is a very, very bad thing -- even to say it for political purposes to get elected -- I think it's a very, very bad thing, let alone actually doing it," Kelly said, according to the Times.
Steven Cheung, a spokesman for Trump, said in a statement that "John Kelly has totally beclowned himself with these debunked stories he has fabricated because he failed to serve his President well while working as Chief of Staff and currently suffers from a debilitating case of Trump Derangement Syndrome."
Cheung added that Trump "has always honored the service and sacrifice of all of our military men and women, whereas Kamala Harris has completely disrespected the families of those who gave the ultimate sacrifice, including the Abbey Gate 13." That is a reference to the 13 American service members killed in an attack at Kabul's airport during the rocky U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan in 2021.
The notion that Trump is a would-be dictator has become central to Harris's argument in the campaign's final stretch. While top figures in both parties have hammered on this theme for months, Kelly's decision to speak publicly has added a dramatic new resonance to the message.
Kelly is a decorated Marine who served two long tours in Iraq. In 2010 he lost a son, Lt. Robert Kelly, who was killed by a land mine while serving in Afghanistan.
Trump named the recently retired Kelly as homeland security secretary in 2017, one of several prominent military officials he appointed to top posts in his administration upon taking office. Trump then tapped Kelly to be his chief of staff, the most powerful staff position in the White House and a job Kelly held for about a year and a half.
Kelly has previously made clear his dim view of the former president. In an October 2023 interview with CNN, Kelly confirmed previous reporting that Trump told him service members who had been seriously wounded or tortured as prisoners of war were "suckers" and those who died in combat were "losers."
And in November, about two months before the start of the Republican presidential primaries, Kelly said in an interview with The Post that he was bewildered by Trump's enduring popularity within the Republican Party. "What's going on in the country that a single person thinks this guy would still be a good president when he's said the things he's said and done the things he's done?" Kelly said. "It's beyond my comprehension he has the support he has."
Kelly is one of the most prominent figures among scores of former Trump administration officials who have spoken out against his comeback bid. The group includes Trump's vice president, Mike Pence, who broke with Trump over his push to overturn his 2020 reelection loss, as well as over more traditional conservative issues.
The warnings by former Trump advisers are factoring heavily into Harris's closing message, which paints Trump as unstable and power-hungry. Harris spent Monday campaigning across battleground states with former GOP congresswoman Liz Cheney, who emerged as a vocal Trump critic after his efforts to overturn the results of the 2020 election.
The criticism of Trump by people who served under him has been notable among those with military backgrounds, a striking phenomenon given the nonpolitical culture of the American military. These former military figures have framed their efforts to block Trump from a return to the White House as a matter of national security.
"Donald Trump is the first president in my lifetime who does not try to unite the American people -- does not even pretend to try," Jim Mattis, Trump's former defense secretary, said in a 2020 statement.
Harris's campaign sought to further emphasize Kelly's latest comments during a media call Wednesday with Steve Anderson, a retired Army brigadier general supporting Harris, and Kevin Carroll, a senior counselor to Kelly when he was Trump's homeland security secretary.
Anderson said he was grateful that Kelly was speaking up but wished that he had done so earlier, and he suggested that Kelly should go further and endorse Harris. Carroll said Kelly, as a former military leader, remains "loath" to make any partisan endorsements.
Still, Carroll added, "The man would rather chew on broken glass than vote for Donald Trump."
Svitek and Edwards reported from Washington. Marianne LeVine in Washington contributed to this report.
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The practical and moral difficulties of deporting millions draw closer
Speaker Johnson wants to fast-track 4.5 million immigrants for deportation. But who? And how?
By Philip Bump | 2024-10-23

From left, former president Donald Trump, House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) and former first lady Melania Trump in New York last week. (Brendan McDermid/Reuters)


It's not clear exactly how many immigrants are living in the United States without authorization, for a number of reasons.
The most obvious is that some people cross the border from Mexico and evade capture. It is definitionally hard to know how many people do so, but the government has gotten better at estimating the number in part because there are fewer places where immigrants can enter the country unobserved. It's likely that about 2 million immigrants have entered this way since federal fiscal 2021, but it's not clear how many of them might remain in the country. There are unquestionably many thousands more who entered the country legally (such as on a tourist visa) but didn't leave.
It's also unclear how large this population is because the definitions we use to describe unauthorized immigrants are fungible. There have been millions of immigrants who've entered the United States in recent years by crossing between border checkpoints but who have been allowed to remain in the country while their requests for asylum are adjudicated -- often a years-long process. Former president Donald Trump and his allies often include these immigrants in their assessments of who would be included in his sweeping plans to deport immigrants to the United States, despite the protections offered to asylum seekers.
Trump, of course, goes further, stating that even immigrants explicitly granted authorization to remain in the United States to escape dangerous conditions at home should be uprooted and removed from the country. He has a political motivation to exaggerate the size of the immigrant population in the United States that he suggests should be considered unwelcome, and he does.
The effect is that Trump's pledge to deport immigrants in the country illegally is necessarily nebulous in its scale -- and, given that some portion of the population exists outside of the immigration system -- more difficult to effect than he often suggests.
This week, the New York Post reported on comments made by House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana). In an interview with the tabloid, Johnson said that there are "about 4.5 million who would be the first priority for [deportation], people who've already committed crimes."
This mirrors what Trump's running mate, Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio), said when asked during the vice-presidential debate about whether the deportation plan would strip parents away from their citizen children: Deportations should begin with "about a million" immigrants that "have committed some form of crime in addition to crossing the border illegally." (He did not answer the question about children being separated from their parents.) But Johnson pegged the number far higher than did Vance, to the extent that the politically sympathetic New York Post even noted that the figure was much higher than what's understood to be the case. (A request for clarification from Johnson's office was not returned by the time of publication of this article.)
The New York Post attempted to pin down the number, noting that the government had provided data to Rep. Tony Gonzales (R-Texas) last month indicating that more than 600,000 immigrants with criminal records were in the country but not in federal custody. Trump and his allies have falsely claimed that this means President Joe Biden (and, of course, Vice President Kamala Harris) allowed criminals into the country to roam free, but many of those included in the data entered before Biden became president, and many are in detention at the state or local level.
So who would be deported? And just as importantly, how would they be identified?
Trump often declines to get into specifics, and so his supporters do not seem to be concerned about his doing so. But someone would have to be, perhaps including Johnson if legislation is needed to effect Trump's plan.
The former president (like that New York Post article) has pointed to a 1950s federal deportation effort as providing an example of how such deportations might be effected. In his 2020 book "The Deportation Machine," Adam Goodman explained how that effort unfolded.
The effort, Goodman wrote, depended on federal agents and on "local and state authorities and law enforcement officers, farmers and ranchers, and the media." The effort "stoked and mobilized public fears" that immigrants "propagated disease, committed crimes, drained the tax base, and degraded the labor standards and living conditions of domestic workers." All of which probably sounds familiar.
Where we are is that a new president will be inaugurated in three months. If it is Trump, he will be expected to fulfill his promise to deport millions of immigrants, just as he felt pressure to instantiate his pledge to build a wall after the 2016 campaign -- and scrambled to do so. Mass deportation would be staggeringly expensive, but (as with the wall) that wouldn't worry Trump much. It would also very quickly introduce the sorts of moral questions that doomed Trump's child-separation policy; Vance didn't answer the separating-kids-from-parents question, but someone would, somewhere.
And that's just considering the "deport those with criminal records" boundary. Beyond that line, the policy becomes much more ad hoc and arbitrary, comporting with the 1950s program in ways Trump didn't intend to evoke. Do we really think that there won't be punitive efforts to target business or romantic rivals who happen to have been born outside the United States? Trump promised to deport Haitian immigrants who live in Ohio in response to their doing nothing more than committing the violation of increasing the local population. Well, plus some invented reasons that again echo what Goodman described.
The answer to the question of who Johnson's 4.5 million immigrants are is that neither the number nor the qualifications for deportation matter to him or to Trump. The point is the threat. For many Americans, that is also the appeal.
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Early voting in Wisconsin slowed by label printing problems
During the first two days of early voting, some encountered long lines as clerks struggled trying to print labels needed for ballot envelopes.
By Patrick Marley | 2024-10-24

Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers (D) attends a rally for Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, the Democratic vice-presidential nominee, on Oct. 22 in Madison, Wis. (Scott Olson/Getty Images)


MADISON, Wis. -- Early voting kicked off in this battleground state this week with computer delays and long lines.
Voters waited as long as three hours Tuesday to cast ballots in West Bend, a city of about 32,000, city clerk Jilline Dobratz said. State computer issues reared up again Wednesday, and by midafternoon, voters had to wait about 90 minutes to vote in the community 40 miles northwest of Milwaukee, she said. Residents were not used to anything like it.
"Waiting in line for an hour is unheard of," Dobratz said.
In-person early voting began Tuesday in the state and will run through Nov. 3. More than 97,000 residents cast their ballots in person Tuesday -- about 18,000 more than the first day of early voting in 2020, when voters were more heavily relying on mail voting because of the coronavirus pandemic.
Voters on Tuesday and Wednesday faced long waits as clerks tried to print labels with their names and addresses. The labels are affixed to the ballot envelopes that voters are required to use.
"We've had long, long lines," said Paulina Gutierrez, the elections director in Milwaukee.
"We always expect long lines on the first day, and turnout has been strong," Gutierrez said at the end of Tuesday. "So it's like we're happy to see it. The problem is that the processing is taking so much longer."
Ordinarily, each label can be printed immediately. But since Tuesday, they have taken two minutes or longer to print, clerks said. Each delay causes a chain reaction that exacerbates the long lines.
State election officials announced late Tuesday that the computer issues had been resolved but acknowledged Wednesday that the problems had recurred. They said the printing delays appeared to be part of an unspecified information technology problem affecting other government agencies as well. A spokeswoman for Gov. Tony Evers (D) disputed that other parts of state government were dealing with computer slowdowns.
The state elections commission did not provide a timeline for fixing the problem, saying it was still analyzing it.
For the time being, the elections commission recommended clerks write information on the ballot envelopes by hand. Clerks called that solution less than ideal because it takes longer than their normal process and handwriting is more difficult to read than printed labels.
Other states have seen a surge in early voting this year, with Georgia setting a record. In Wisconsin, the leaders of both political parties urged their supporters to take advantage of a voting method that is supposed to be quick and convenient. Republican members of Congress touted their plans to vote early, while Democrats held a rally in Madison on Tuesday featuring former president Barack Obama and the vice-presidential nominee, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz.
Obama's event led to a flood of voters heading to the polls around the same time. Many of them had to wait an hour because of the printing delays, according to the city.
Initially, state officials told clerks Tuesday that the printing delays were rooted in higher-than-expected turnout. That explanation frustrated Jacob Crosetto, the clerk in Reedsburg, a city of 10,000 people that's an hour northwest of Madison.
"I'm just sitting here, like, 'Are we living on the same planet? What do you mean? You didn't expect a high turnout?'" he said. "I mean, 'Hello, have you seen a TV in the last three months?'"
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American creating deepfakes targeting Harris works with Russian intel, documents show
Russian documents reviewed by The Post expose the workings of a Moscow network that has become a potent source of fake news targeting American voters.
By Catherine Belton | 2024-10-23

John Mark Dougan poses for a portrait in a park near Moscow in 2016. (Olga Leonova)


A former deputy Palm Beach County sheriff who fled to Moscow and became one of the Kremlin's most prolific propagandists is working directly with Russian military intelligence to pump out deepfakes and circulate misinformation that targets Vice President Kamala Harris's campaign, according to Russian documents obtained by a European intelligence service and reviewed by The Washington Post.
The documents show that John Mark Dougan, who also served in the U.S. Marines and has long claimed to be working independently of the Russian government, was provided funding by an officer from the GRU, Russia's military intelligence service. Some of the payments were made after fake news sites he created began to have difficulty accessing Western artificial intelligence systems this spring and he needed an AI generator -- a tool that can be prompted to create text, photos and video.
Dougan's liaison at the GRU is a senior figure in Russian military intelligence working under the cover name Yury Khoroshevsky, the documents show. The officer's real name is Yury Khoroshenky, though he is referred to only as Khoroshevsky in the documents, and he serves in the GRU's Unit 29155, which oversees sabotage, political interference operations and cyberwarfare targeting the West, according to two European security officials who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive intelligence.
The more than 150 documents -- which were shared with The Post to demonstrate the extent of Russian interference through Dougan and focus mostly on the period between March 2021 and August 2024 -- for the first time expose some of the inner workings of a network that researchers and intelligence officials say has become the most potent source of fake news emanating from Russia and targeting American voters over the past year.
Disinformation researchers say Dougan's network was probably behind a recent viral fake video smearing Democratic vice-presidential nominee Tim Walz, which U.S. intelligence officials said Tuesday was created by Russia. It received nearly 5 million views on X in less than 24 hours, Microsoft said.
Since September 2023, posts, articles and videos generated by Dougan and some of the Russians who work with him have garnered 64 million views, said McKenzie Sadeghi, who has closely followed Dougan's sites and is a researcher at NewsGuard, a company that tracks disinformation online.
"Compared with other Russian disinformation campaigns, Dougan has a clear understanding of what would resonate with Western audiences and the political atmosphere, which I think has made this more effective," Sadeghi said.
The documents show that Dougan is also subsidized and directed by a Moscow institute founded by Alexander Dugin, a far-right imperialist ideologue sometimes referred to as "Putin's brain" because of his influence on the revanchist thinking of the Russian president; Dugin's ideas became a driving force behind Russia's invasion of Ukraine. One 2022 document shows that Dugin's Eurasia movement, which promotes his theories of a Russian empire, "actively cooperates with the Russian Defense Ministry."
Dougan's contact at the Moscow institute, the Center for Geopolitical Expertise, is its head, Valery Korovin. According to Korovin's social media page on the Russian version of Facebook, he was awarded a medal by President Vladimir Putin in 2023 for "services to the Fatherland" for "carrying out special tasks." Korovin also works closely with Khoroshenky, who under his cover name serves as the institute's deputy director, the documents show.
The documents show payments directly from Khoroshenky to Dougan's bank account in Moscow starting in April 2022 and frequent meetings between Khoroshenky, Dougan and Korovin.
"We will not be beaten," Khoroshenky said in one discussion with Korovin, according to the documents, after a new server was launched this summer allowing Dougan to add to the myriad sites he'd already created and to restart one of the domains that had been blocked.
Dougan is responsible for content on dozens of fake news sites with names such as DC Weekly, Chicago Chronicle and Atlanta Observer, according to the documents and disinformation researchers. In the months that followed his reboot with the new GRU-facilitated server and AI generator, the sites and fake news videos spread by Dougan and his associates have produced some of the most viral Russian disinformation targeting Harris, according to Microsoft and NewsGuard, including a deepfake audio in August that purported to show Barack Obama implying that the Democrats had ordered the July assassination attempt against Donald Trump.
Most recently, Dougan was the initial source for a false claim behind the viral fake video that alleged Walz abused a student at the high school where he taught, and NewsGuard believes Dougan's network may be behind its further dissemination. Eleven days before a video appeared with what NewsGuard says was probably an AI-generated persona claiming to be a former Walz student, Dougan appeared on a podcast making a similar but separate false claim, presenting an anonymous man claiming to be a former exchange student from Kazakhstan.
Other Kremlin-directed efforts to sway the U.S. presidential election have included the Doppelganger campaign run by Kremlin political strategists that was recently targeted by the Department of Justice for its cloning of legitimate news outlets, including Fox News and The Post -- a Russian operation about which The Post had previously reported. The Justice Department has also accused RT, the Russian state media outlet, of funneling hundreds of thousands of dollars to American social media influencers to parrot Kremlin talking points.
In a telephone interview with The Post, Dougan denied being behind sites such as DC Weekly, and he said he didn't know Korovin or Khoroshenky or have any connections with Russian military intelligence or the Russian government.
Dougan insisted he operated independently and said that "no one sends me money for anything." He later claimed he worked as an IT consultant for an American company and said the documents The Post referred to must have been fabricated.
"I will tell you hypothetically, if they were my sites," he said, "then I am merely fighting fire with fire because the West is f------ lying about everything that's happening. They are lying about everything."
Korovin said he was an academic who was interested only in thoughts, ideas and philosophy, adding that the claims related to the documents appear to represent "a collection of accidentally combined moments of information taken from who knows where, most of which seem absurd and ridiculous" and many of which he said he was "hearing for the first time."
Dugin said, "Any suggestion about our supposed affiliation with the GRU or to any attempts to manipulate foreign journalists or influence the political landscape in the U.S. are completely unjustified." He said his Eurasian movement did not participate in any official partnerships with Russian government organizations, including the Defense Ministry.
Khoroshenky did not respond to requests for comment.

A portable security tower of the Palm Beach County Sheriff's Office stands at Donald Trump's Mar-a-Lago home on April 1, 2023, in Palm Beach, Florida. (Alex Wong/Getty Images)


Dougan's use of websites to attack perceived enemies stretches back to his time in law enforcement in the United States. He said he clashed with people in the Palm Beach County Sheriff's Office after he complained about abuses by a sergeant in his unit who boasted on Facebook about beating people he arrested.
Dougan had worked at the sheriff's office in Palm Beach from 2005 to 2008 and faced 11 internal affairs investigations before he left, according to the Palm Beach Post. A jury also awarded a fellow Palm Beach sheriff's deputy $275,000 after it found that Dougan had pepper-sprayed and arrested the officer without cause. Dougan claimed the internal affairs investigations were a result of his blowing the whistle on the sergeant's alleged assaults.
After Dougan resigned his post in Palm Beach, he moved to Maine, where he was soon dismissed from a police department over complaints alleging sexual harassment, officials in Maine said.
In the Marine Corps, he also had a checkered career. Dougan served from May 1996 to July 1998, an abbreviated stint; most Marines serve at least four years. He also left as a lance corporal, a rank most Marines attain after just a few months, and he never deployed, according to the Pentagon, which wouldn't characterize his discharge status, citing privacy concerns. Dougan's rank as he was discharged and the date at which he became a lance corporal, in April 1998, nearly two years into his time in uniform, are "indicative of the fact that the character of his service was incongruent with the Marine Corps' expectations and standards," said Yvonne Carlock, a service spokeswoman.
After returning to Florida from Maine, Dougan created PBSOTalk, a site he said he intended as a place to air complaints by other deputies about the Palm Beach County Sheriff's Office but that soon became home to corruption allegations and smears involving his former superiors.
In 2016, Dougan posted confidential data about thousands of police officers, federal agents and judges on PBSOTalk, prompting the FBI and local police to search his home. The next year, he was indicted on 21 state charges of extortion and wiretapping.
By then he had fled to Moscow, a city he said he had visited several times before after establishing an online relationship with a Russian woman. It's not clear how Dougan first came to the attention of Russia's propagandists, but some of the skills he honed in Florida are a hallmark of his work in Moscow, researchers say -- using an online authentic gloss to make outlandish claims.
As early as June 2019 -- more than two years before the invasion of Ukraine -- Korovin had proposed in a letter to Russia's Ministry of Defense that his center organize "an internet war against the U.S. on its territory."
"The possibilities posed by internet wars really are limitless, and only with their help can we assert complete strategic parity with our geopolitical opponents," Korovin wrote in the letter, which was part of the trove of documents reviewed by The Post. Dugin, the Russian ideologue who is Korovin's boss, had earlier called for "geopolitical war with America ... to weaken, demoralize, deceive and, in the end, beat our opponent to the maximum," the documents show.
Dozens of the documents show that Korovin's center has worked closely with "independent" foreign journalists who have wound up in Moscow, and it paid some of them, including Dougan. In March 2021, Korovin said that he and Dougan were "one team" and that Korovin would provide as much support as possible, one of the documents shows. All the while, Khoroshenky sent instructions to Korovin outlining tasks and directing the coverage of the war for Dougan and the other reporters. In one example, Khoroshenky demanded that the journalists, including Dougan, publish "within one hour" reports stating that Russian troops had killed foreign mercenaries in Ukraine, the documents show. "Then we will give bonuses to everyone," he said.
Korovin and Khoroshenky ostensibly supported Dougan as he sought to parlay the political asylum he won in Russia in 2017 into Russian citizenship, while pointing out that Dougan had few other options since he was wanted in the United States, the documents show. The process continued until summer 2023, when Dougan finally obtained citizenship; at one point, a frustrated Dougan said he was on the verge of going to the Chinese Embassy to seek Beijing's support, the documents show.
"The time comes when it's enough," Dougan said, according to one document.
By then, Dougan felt he had established his worth. Before the Russian invasion, he had traveled to Ukraine and posted a video on YouTube that the United States was running bioweapons labs there, a false claim that Russia used as one of the pretexts for its war.
As Russian forces foundered in the first weeks of the invasion, Dougan told Korovin he felt he would be of greater assistance using his background in the Marines to train Russian troops. Korovin told him he would achieve more in securing "our victory" by promoting his fake biolabs report, the documents show.
That summer, Dougan traveled to Azovstal, the vast Ukrainian steel plant in Mariupol that was the scene of heavy Russian bombardment. He produced a 30-minute report from the ruins as a foreign correspondent for One America News, the far-right American TV network. In the report, Dougan said Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky was to blame for the deaths of thousands of innocent people, saying, "He betrayed his country for his U.S. masters." Dougan suggested the death and destruction in the city was caused entirely by Ukrainian troops, without mentioning the relentless Russian bombing, or even its invasion of Ukraine. OAN ran a headline with his piece saying the Western media was covering up atrocities by Ukrainian troops against civilians.
A spokesperson for One America News said Dougan appeared on the network only once and was not paid for the report, adding that the network has since cut all ties with him.
His co-reporter on the trip was Daria Dugina, Dugin's daughter, who claimed Ukrainians were "carpet-bombing their own people." A few months later, Dugina was killed in a car bomb just outside Moscow. Dougan told The Post that Dugina was a "wonderful lady," and he agreed with many of the points made by her father about the necessity of a multipolar world in which the United States would not "dictate everything to everyone."
By mid-2023, Dougan was generating material for the DC Weekly site, boasting to Korovin that it was already garnering hundreds of thousands of views every month, the documents show. He explained he was using artificial intelligence to populate the site with Russian news articles translated into English and to emphasize a tone critical of NATO and the U.S. government.
The quality is "superlative," Dougan said.
In October 2023, he garnered his first viral hit: an article on DC Weekly alleging that Zelensky's wife, Olena Zelenska, had spent $1.1 million at a Cartier store during an official visit to New York. He bragged to Korovin that the story had wide pickup. The article had cited a fake video interview with an alleged former employee of the Cartier shop, who weeks later was identified as a St. Petersburg student and beauty salon manager. Another early fake article traced to Dougan said Zelensky has used U.S. aid to buy two luxury yachts. The false claim was cited by several senior Republicans as a reason to halt funding for Ukraine.
But Dougan's success also brought growing scrutiny. Researchers at Clemson University traced DC Weekly's IP address back to other domains that it said were affiliated with Dougan, while disinformation researchers at Microsoft and NewsGuard were soon highlighting the links, too.
By spring of this year, several of Dougan's fake news sites were experiencing technical difficulties. One domain, the Chicago Chronicle, was blocked, and he had to find a new domain for DC Weekly. Dougan began advocating with Korovin for funding to build a powerful new server that would generate its own AI content, ending dependence on Western technology.
Dougan "is experienced in the technical details of information technology and knows that the more his infrastructure and content is produced in-house, the less likely that he'll be detected conducting his operations or restricted from using outside services," said Clint Watts, head of Microsoft's Threat Analysis Center.
The new server led to an explosion of new output and an increase in the number of sites, while Dougan also began registering some new domains in Iceland to further conceal his fingerprints, NewsGuard's Sadeghi said. At the same time, audience reach grew dramatically from 37.7 million in May to 64 million by October, Sadeghi said. "The substantial increase in the network's views and narratives shows that despite being repeatedly exposed and reported on, the falsehoods have continued to reach a large audience," she said.
For now, Dougan and his associates appear to be focused on smearing Harris. But concerns are growing that they could soon switch to producing deepfakes that question the integrity of the U.S. election.
"If they shift from trying to influence the outcome of the election to interfering in the conduct of the election, this would be very concerning as Election Day nears," Watts said.
Dan Lamothe and Cate Brown contributed to this report.
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Wrong-way driver passes Harris motorcade on Milwaukee highway
The driver was a 55-year-old Milwaukee man suspected of being impaired who was taken into custody, authorities said.
By Amy B Wang | 2024-10-23

Vice President Kamala Harris walks across the tarmac to her vehicle after stepping off Air Force Two after her arrival at Milwaukee Mitchell International Airport in Milwaukee on Monday. (Jacquelyn Martin/AP)


A suspected drunk driver going the wrong way on a highway in Milwaukee came close to Vice President Kamala Harris's motorcade on Monday night, officials said.
A video obtained by WISN 12 News showed a white SUV traveling westbound in the eastbound lanes of Interstate 94 around 8:30 p.m. Monday, passing several cars in Harris's motorcade, until it was eventually stopped by Milwaukee County sheriff's deputies.
A spokesperson for the Milwaukee County Sheriff's Office said the driver of the SUV was a 55-year-old Milwaukee man who was suspected of being impaired.
Deputies observed an "open intoxicant" in the man's SUV, conducted field sobriety tests and ultimately took the driver into custody, sheriff's spokesman James Burnett said in a statement.
"No one was injured in the incident, and any questions about the motorcade itself will need to be directed to the United States Secret Service," Burnett said.
The driver was "extremely surprised" to hear he had almost struck Harris's motorcade "and had no recollection of entering the freeway or coming close to striking another vehicle," according to an incident report obtained by WISN 12 News.
"He also stated he did not have any intention of harming Vice President Kamala Harris or anybody related to her campaign," the report said.
The U.S. Secret Service said it was aware of the incident.
"We are grateful to the Milwaukee County Sheriff's Office for its response which allowed them to stop the motorist and take the driver into custody for DUI," Secret Service spokesman Joe Routh said in a statement.
Neither the sheriff's office nor Secret Service offered any explanation of how a wrong-way driver came in such proximity to the motorcade.
Local and state police frequently provide the Secret Service with assistance on tasks such as blocking off roads or managing traffic, according to the federal agency.
Harris's campaign did not respond to a request for comment Wednesday. The Democratic presidential nominee had been on the campaign trail in the Milwaukee suburbs earlier Monday, appearing at a town hall-style event there with former Republican congresswoman Liz Cheney.
The highway incident marked the latest in a string of close calls for candidates on the campaign trail. In September, some of the vehicles in a motorcade for Harris's running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D), were involved in a crash, also in Milwaukee. Walz was unharmed but some traveling in the cars that crashed had minor injuries.
Former president Donald Trump's campaign has greatly expanded security measures in the weeks leading up to Election Day, following an assassination attempt at his July 13 rally in Butler, Pa. Last month, a man was arrested after he allegedly pointed a rifle toward Trump's West Palm Beach golf course when the former president was there.
Last week, an independent panel, hired mostly from outside the Secret Service, called for new leadership at the protective agency, saying it needs a major shake-up or else similar security failures "can and will happen again." The bipartisan panel, ordered by President Joe Biden, said the protective agency had become "bureaucratic, complacent and static."
Maria Sacchetti contributed to this report.
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Trump supporters are more likely to expect a collapse into fascism
They are also more likely than Harris supporters to describe themselves as scared about the state of the world.
By Philip Bump | 2024-10-23

A tattered flag waves in Bartow, Georgia, on Oct. 3. (Megan Varner for The Washington Post)


Vice President Kamala Harris on Wednesday offered brief public remarks addressing comments made this week by former White House chief of staff John Kelly, who served in that position under Donald Trump.
"This is a window into who Donald Trump really is from the people who know him best, from the people who worked with him side by side in the Oval Office, in the Situation Room," Harris said. "And it is clear from John Kelly's words that Donald Trump is someone who, I quote, 'certainly falls into the general definition of a fascist.'"
Kelly's comments to the New York Times and the Atlantic seem to have been aimed, in part, at forcing the conversation about Trump's fealty to American democracy before Election Day arrives. But recent polling from YouGov suggests that it is Trump supporters, not supporters of Harris, who are more likely to expect that this country could collapse into a fascist dictatorship -- indicating that rhetoric about Trump from Harris and President Joe Biden before her has not permeated as might have been expected.
The YouGov poll broadly evaluated the extent to which Americans viewed the danger of the current moment. Asked, for example, how scared they were about how things are going in the world, most Americans said they were at least somewhat scared. Republicans and, in particular, those who said they support Trump's presidential bid, were more likely to describe themselves as scared.




Three-quarters of Republicans (and even more Trump supporters) also said that Harris was "too extreme." A plurality of Americans disagreed, however, with a majority instead saying that Trump is too extreme -- including a large majority of Democrats and half of independents.




Respondents were also asked to consider a hypothetical scenario in which protesters interrupted a political rally, a hypothetical useful for indirectly measuring support for the First Amendment. While most respondents said it was unacceptable to interrupt a rally, Democrats were twice as likely to suggest that it was acceptable. Two-thirds of Republicans thought it was acceptable to kick interrupting protesters out of the rally, compared to 4 in 10 Democrats who held that view. And while nearly all respondents said that such protesters didn't "deserve to be roughed up" for interrupting, nearly a fifth of Republicans said they did, three times the number of Democrats.
Evaluating the threat of political violence, each partisan group was more likely to express concern about violence from extremists on the other side than their own.




Democrats, though, were more likely to correctly identify that violent extremism is more common from the right than the left. On the most dramatic recent example of politically motivated violence -- the riot at the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021 -- most Americans identified the events as representing "a violent insurrection" than "legitimate political discourse." Among Republicans, half preferred the latter term, as did 6 in 10 supporters of Donald Trump's candidacy. Only 3 percent of Trump supporters thought that Trump's rhetoric incited that day's violence.
Respondents were also asked how likely it was that certain changes or events would unfold over the next decade. Only a minority of Americans thought that it was likely that America wouldn't be a democracy in 10 years' time, though Republicans were more likely to say that outcome was likely than were Democrats.




About 3 in 10 Republicans said that they thought it was at least somewhat likely that America would be a communist dictatorship by 2034 -- slightly more than thought America would descend into a fascist form of government. Trump supporters were twice as likely as Harris supporters to think this latter outcome was very likely, though the difference is small and most Americans of every political stripe think it's unlikely.
It is worth noting that Trump has repeatedly warned that the election of Harris would mean a shift toward communism, a term that he uses interchangeably with Marxism and, at times, fascism. He does this, in part, as a counterweight to the concerns raised by Harris and other Democrats about Trump's authoritarian inclinations.
What the YouGov results show is that, while other polls regularly suggest that Democrats are concerned about the stability of American democracy, few think that a collapse into fascism is actually in the country's future.
It's also worth noting that the YouGov question about fascist dictatorships didn't require that respondents express disapproval of the idea.
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These are the Republicans endorsing Harris over Trump
The growing list includes former vice president Dick Cheney, top George W. Bush and Reagan officials and many who served under Donald Trump.
By Niha Masih | 2024-10-23
A growing number of prominent Republicans have come out in support of Vice President Kamala Harris over Donald Trump in the November election, sounding the alarm over the potential dangers of a second Trump term.
The list includes former vice president Dick Cheney, several people who served directly under Trump and hundreds of officials in the George W. Bush and Ronald Reagan administrations who articulated their positions in open letters.
The Harris campaign has discreetly sought some of these endorsements, while the Trump campaign has criticized and attacked those who crossed the partisan divide -- even as his latest bid for the Oval Office is backed by only half of those who worked in his Cabinet, according to a Washington Post analysis.
Defections from the Democratic Party to the Trump camp have been far smaller in scale. Trump has scored the endorsement of two prominent former Democrats, Robert F. Kennedy Jr. and Tulsi Gabbard, both of whom he added to his transition team in August.
Republican strategist Sarah Longwell, publisher of the Bulwark, a center-right online publication that opposes Trump, said the number of high-level Republican endorsements of Harris was unprecedented. She added that this lack of support for Trump -- including from his own vice president, Mike Pence, who in March refused to endorse the former president -- "sends an important signal to conservative-leaning swing voters."
"It helps establish a permission structure for them to vote their conscience by supporting Kamala Harris, or at least leaving the top of the ticket blank. For an election that is likely to be decided by the narrowest margins, every one of these voters matters," she said in an emailed statement.
Here are the prominent Republicans who are backing Harris over Trump for president.

Rep. Liz Cheney (R-Wyoming) with her father, former vice president Dick Cheney, in 2022. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Dick Cheney, who served as vice president under President George W. Bush, last month became the most notable defection from the Republican Party over its embrace of Trump. He said he would vote for Harris to "put country above partisanship to defend our Constitution."
"In our nation's 248-year history, there has never been an individual who is a greater threat to our republic than Donald Trump," Cheney said in his endorsement. "He tried to steal the last election using lies and violence to keep himself in power after the voters had rejected him. He can never be trusted with power again."
His daughter, former congresswoman Liz Cheney (R-Wyoming), once the No. 3 Republican in the House, had earlier made a similar argument when she revealed she would vote for Harris. This month, she campaigned with Harris in Ripon, Wisconsin -- known as the birthplace of the GOP -- in an emphatic display of cross-party support for the Democratic nominee. Cheney was one of the 10 Republicans who voted to impeach Trump for his role in the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol.

Jimmy McCain places his hand on the casket of his father, Sen. John McCain (R-Arizona), in 2018. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post)


Army 1st Lt. Jimmy McCain, the youngest son of the late Sen. John McCain (R-Arizona), said last month that he planned to support Harris and has changed his voter registration from independent to Democrat.
Harris and her running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D), "embody a group of people that will help make this country better, that will take us forward," he told CNN. He added that he "could never forgive" Trump for what he said about his father. Trump has for years mocked John McCain, saying he was not a war hero because he was captured during the Vietnam War.

Rep. Adam Kinzinger (R-Illinois) during the House Jan. 6 select committee's final session on Capitol Hill in December 2022. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Former congressman Adam Kinzinger (R-Illinois) -- one of the 10 House Republicans to vote for Trump's impeachment over Jan. 6 -- also made his case for Harris at the Democratic National Convention.
In a Substack post defending his decision to speak at the convention, Kinzinger called himself a "lifelong Republican" and wrote: "There will be those who accuse me of betrayal, who see this as a repudiation of conservatism. But I see it as a defense of conservatism, of the true conservative values that prioritize the common good over personal power."

Former Georgia lieutenant governor Geoff Duncan speaks at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago on Aug. 21. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Former Georgia lieutenant governor Geoff Duncan, who broke with Trump over his efforts to overturn the results of the 2020 election, spoke at the DNC convention to woo anti-Trump Republicans into Harris's camp.
"These days, our party acts more like a cult -- a cult worshiping a felonious thug. ... Let me be clear to my Republican friends at home: If you vote for Kamala Harris in 2024, you're not a Democrat; you're a patriot," he said.

Former Trump White House press secretary Stephanie Grisham speaks at the DNC convention on Aug. 20. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Stephanie Grisham, former press secretary to Trump and chief of staff to first lady Melania Trump, captured attention when she appeared at the DNC convention in August and appealed for voters to back Harris. Trump mocked his supporters as "basement dwellers," Grisham said in her speech.
"He has no empathy, no morals and no fidelity to the truth," she said. "He used to tell me, 'It doesn't matter what you say, Stephanie. Say it enough, and people will believe you.'"
In an open letter published in USA Today in August, 238 Republicans who worked for the late President George H.W. Bush, President George W. Bush, Sen. Mitt Romney (R-Utah) or John McCain endorsed Harris and warned that another Trump term "will hurt real, everyday people and weaken our sacred institutions."
The Republican alumni wrote that Trump presents a threat to the United States and countries around the world, adding that Trump and his "acolyte," running mate Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio), "kowtow to dictators like [Russian President] Vladimir Putin while turning their backs on our allies. We can't let that happen."

Then-CIA director Gen. Michael Hayden in Washington in 2008. (Linda Davidson/The Washington Post)


In September, 114 Republican former national security and foreign policy officials who served under the administrations of Reagan, George H.W. Bush, George W. Bush and Trump released a letter urging people to support Harris, saying that Trump is "unfit to serve again as President, or indeed in any office of public trust."
Those who signed the letter include former CIA director Gen. Michael V. Hayden; John D. Negroponte, former director of national intelligence; former FBI and CIA director William H. Webster and former deputy secretary of state Robert B. Zoellick.

Ken Adelman, the U.S. Arms Control director under the Reagan administration, talks to Washington Post reporters in 2002. (Rich Lipski/The Washington Post)


Seventeen former Reagan staff members endorsed Harris in a letter this month, adding that had the former president been alive, he would have supported the Harris-Walz ticket too, CBS News reported.
"Our votes in this election are less about supporting the Democratic Party and more about our resounding support for democracy," they wrote, according to the report. The signatories include Ken Adelman, the ambassador to the United Nations and U.S. Arms Control director under Reagan, and B. Jay Cooper, his special assistant and deputy press secretary.
A dozen lawyers who served under Republican presidents backed Harris in a letter published in August by Fox News. "Trump's attempt to prevent the peaceful transfer of power after losing the election proved beyond any reasonable doubt his willingness to place his personal interests above the law and values of our constitutional democracy," they wrote.
An effort led by former House members Claudine Schneider (R-Rhode Island) and Jim Greenwood (R-Pennsylvania) for Harris has the support of at least 30 lawmaker colleagues, including the Cheneys and Kinzinger. In a statement in August commending the choice of Walz as vice-presidential nominee, the group said: "They will prevent Trump and Vance from implementing the dangerous Project 2025 plan that puts America's freedom and democracy at risk."
Robert A.G. Monks, Ken Cole and Ted O'Meara, three former chairs of Maine's Republican Party, endorsed Harris in an op-ed last month. Trump was on a mission to divide the nation, they wrote, arguing that they worried his presidency "will follow the Project 2025 blueprint to gut programs and policies that are good for Maine people."
Former state lawmaker and judge David Deininger, former state Senate majority leader Dale Schultz and Charlie Sykes, a conservative commentator who hosted a talk show on WTMJ radio in Milwaukee and recently moderated a campaign event featuring Harris and Liz Cheney in Brookfield, declared their support for Harris this month on a Zoom call with reporters. "Unless or until the Trump era ends, that party will not regain its footing, and I think defeating him this year is a way to make sure the Republican Party can rebuild and get back to what has always been the party of Lincoln," Deininger said on the call, according to the Wisconsin Examiner.

Mayor John Giles of Mesa, Arizona, speaks at the DNC convention on Aug. 20. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Mayor John Giles of Mesa, the third-largest city in the battleground state of Arizona, endorsed Harris in a July op-ed and later appeared at the DNC convention.
"The Republican Party with Trump at its helm continues down the path of political extremism, away from focusing on our fundamental freedoms," wrote Giles.

Former senator Jeff Flake (R-Arizona) on Capitol Hill in May 2023. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Jeff Flake, the former senator from Arizona who served as U.S. ambassador to Turkey in the Biden administration, announced his support for Harris in a social media statement last month.
"I believe in our constitutional system and in the rule of law and I want to support a candidate who respects the will of the voters and would never attempt to use the powers of the presidency to overturn an election after having been turned out by the voters," he wrote.
In an op-ed in Politico last month, Alberto R. Gonzales, who served as U.S. attorney general and counsel to the president in the George W. Bush administration, described Trump's reelection as a threat to the rule of law.
"Power is intoxicating and based on Trump's rhetoric and conduct it appears unlikely that he would respect the power of the presidency in all instances; rather, he would abuse it for personal and political gain, and not on behalf of the American people," Gonzales wrote.

Olivia Troye in the spin room before the presidential debate between former president Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris on Sept. 10 in Philadelphia. (Matt Rourke/AP)


Olivia Troye, the former homeland security, counterterrorism and coronavirus adviser to Vice President Mike Pence, wrote in an op-ed MSNBC in August that she was a "proud member" of Republicans for Harris and described Trump as "unhinged, dangerous and extreme."
"Trump wants to be a dictator on day one and his MAGA loyalists are all too willing to let it happen," she wrote.
The former aide to Trump White House Chief of Staff Mark Meadows -- who testified during the public hearings held by the House select committee investigating the Jan. 6 attack on U.S. Capitol -- said in early October that she would vote for Harris. During an appearance on MSNBC, she told undecided Republicans that "Donald Trump and JD Vance cannot be trusted with the Constitution, they cannot be trusted to uphold our rule of law, and they can't be trusted to enact responsible policy."

Former senator Nancy Kassebaum (R-Kansas) with her husband, former senator Howard Baker (R-Tennessee), in Washington in 1998. (Dayna Smith/The Washington Post)


Former Kansas senator Nancy Kassebaum -- along with former Kansas state senator Sandy Praeger and retired federal judge Deanell Reece Tacha -- endorsed Harris last month, Fox News reported. "This election presents a stark choice that is not easy for any of us," they said in a statement, adding that it "requires Republicans speaking out and putting country over party when those values are at stake."
The son of record-setting Green Bay Packers quarterback Bart Starr, endorsed Harris last  month. "There is a point where silence among people such as myself is assent," Starr Jr. told ABC affiliate WBAY TV. "We cannot do that anymore."
For the lifelong Republican who abstained from casting a ballot in the two previous presidential elections, it will mark his first vote for a Democrat in a presidential contest, the outlet reported.
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Donald Trump fixates on Harris aide Ian Sams, who goads him on Fox News
Trump and his aides have repeatedly publicly attacked Sams for his criticism of the former president during Fox interviews.
By Ashley Parker, Josh Dawsey | 2024-10-23

Ian Sams, a spokesman for the White House Counsel's Office, speaks to members of the media outside the White House on March 12. (Kent Nishimura/For The Washington Post)


In the final three weeks of the presidential race, former president Donald Trump and his advisers have attacked one particular foe more than three dozen times: a little-known Kamala Harris aide named Ian Sams.
The feud with Sams, a bespectacled 35-year-old longtime foot soldier in Democratic politics, started when Sams did what few Democrats are willing to do: He went on Fox News.
And Trump -- as he often is -- was watching.
"We're not seeing Donald Trump do very many interviews," Sams told Fox News host Neil Cavuto in an eight-minute segment in mid-October, during which he touched on Trump's refusal to release his medical records, the deadly Jan. 6. 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol, and the former president's handling of the pandemic, all while smiling affably as Cavuto, at times, talked over him and tried to cut him off.
"It's been about a month now since he did a mainstream media interview," continued Sams, a senior Harris adviser and spokesman. "We have got to wonder why."
Sams left the studio and was greeted with cheers from his colleagues inside the campaign's office in Wilmington, Delaware -- and a social media post from Trump that had landed while Sams was still on air talking.
"How much time does Ian Sams, Senior Advisor to Lyin' Kamala Harris, spend on FoxNews?" Trump asked in the post -- which also dismissed Sams as "just a below average guy, with memorized FAKE NEWS sound bites, almost all of which are WRONG" and decried Fox News as having "totally lost its way!" Trump cited a number of other Democrats by name in the post.
Several days later, Trump wrote that Sams "virtually owns" the network.
Since Trump's first post, Trump adviser Stephen Miller has tweeted about Sams on at least 15 occasions; Trump adviser Jason Miller has posted nine times; the Trump War Room campaign account has posted six times; and Trump spokesman Tim Murtaugh has posted four times.
Appearing on "Fox & Friends" on Friday morning, Trump bemoaned what he said was a decline in Fox News, arguing the network should no longer play negative ads about him or book Democrats critical of him.
"In the old days, you never had Ian Sams," Trump told the show's hosts.
Later that day, he raised the issue of Democratic guests with Rupert Murdoch during a private meeting, according to a person familiar with the meeting, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe a private conversation.
Fox News declined to comment on any interactions between Trump and Murdoch.
The Harris campaign declined to comment on Sams's recent emergence as an obsession for Trump.
"It seems like the only person who watches more of Ian's hits on TV than Trump are his blood relatives," said Lily Adams, a friend of Sams who has worked with him on multiple campaigns, including Harris's unsuccessful 2020 presidential bid.
Before joining the Harris campaign, Sams served in the Biden White House, where he was tasked with fighting against all of the Republican congressional inquiries into President Joe Biden -- including the touchy issue of the president's son Hunter.
What Sams is doing -- refusing to cede Fox News to Republicans -- is part of the Harris campaign's strategy this cycle. The vice president and her team believe she must win over some of Fox News's viewers -- namely soft Republican and independent voters who voted for Nikki Haley -- if she is going to win the presidency. She has a large polling gap with White men and has begun appearing frequently with Republican critics of Trump.

White House Counsel spokesman Ian Sams speaks during a news briefing at the White House on Feb. 9. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


She was weighing offering to participate in a second presidential debate on Fox News, but then Trump shot down the idea. Harris also participated in a recent interview with Fox anchor Bret Baier, where she was grilled on her policy shifts and polls that show Americans believe the country is heading in the wrong direction. Harris aides also note that Fox gets higher ratings than other cable news networks.
Trump has long been obsessed with Fox News, tracking the channel's coverage of him for hours upon hours. While he occasionally flips to other networks, and often criticizes Fox publicly, he watches that channel more than others, people close to him said, speaking anonymously to share candid details.
And Sams -- who often appears on daytime Fox News shows, when Trump is almost always watching -- proved the perfect foil. Sams, an avid golfer and country music fan who grew up in eastern Tennessee and went to the University of Alabama, is accustomed to being a rare Democrat in the room.
He often tries to bait Trump, raising questions about the former president's health and his energy levels.
On Oct. 15, after Fox News anchor Martha MacCallum repeatedly pressed Sams about Harris's struggle to win over male voters, he returned to the topic in a way sure to enrage Trump -- and press the Harris campaign's message that Trump is not fit to serve again as president.
"I think that if you're a man, you're not afraid to put out your medical records," Sams said. "If Donald Trump was a real man, he would put out his medical records. And so I think he shouldn't be afraid to show the country his health and mental and physical fitness before this election."
Sams has studied Trump for more than a decade and at times found himself on the losing end. He moved to Brooklyn and worked for Hillary Clinton's campaign in 2016, when he was responsible for rolling out her domestic policy agenda, he told a reporter in a profile for his alma mater.
He took the loss hard, along with many of his friends who now work for Harris.
After Clinton lost, he toiled away in Democratic politics for several years before joining Harris's 2020 presidential effort, which ended before a single vote was cast. At the time, Sams told others it was a disappointing campaign.
He later took a job as a spokesman for the Biden administration's coronavirus response before working as a spokesman for the White House Counsel's Office, where he was responsible for crafting the response to special counsel Robert K. Hur's damning report on Biden's handling of classified documents.
Once Biden dropped out, Sams moved to Wilmington and began working for Harris again, trying to avenge the defeats of the past two presidential cycles. One of his strategies has been to push for the campaign to appear on Fox News. Other than Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg, Biden does not have a cadre of regular surrogates on the network.
Trump's aides have sometimes inflated Sams's role -- and sometimes deflated his role -- but since his Fox News star turn, they have begun attacking him far more often than any other Harris aide and have become fixated on him, following the lead of their boss.
"One month ago, Kamala Harris was riding high in the public polling, but then Ian Sams took over the campaign and initiated a series of mind-boggling stupid decisions, including sending Liz Cheney to campaign for Harris in Michigan and thinking that a smart play to win back African American men centered on drug legalization," Trump spokesman Jason Miller said.
Appearing on Jen Psaki's MSNBC show Sunday evening, Sams addressed his unexpected star turn in Mar-a-Lago circles with the sort of aw-shucks sincerity that seemed to belie his true intention: to bait Trump yet again.
"I don't really know why Donald Trump seems to be spending his time TiVo-ing Fox News appearances and lashing out against spokespeople," Sams said. "That's not something that the vice president does."
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Past Trump advisers say he's fascist. Trump says he's not. Whom to trust?
A secretary of defense, chief of staff and joint chiefs chairman who served under Trump offered warnings about the former president that his base is primed to ignore.
By Philip Bump | 2024-10-23

In this June 2020 photo, President Donald Trump departs the White House for St. John's Church in Washington with members of his administration and family. (Patrick Semansky/AP)


One of Donald Trump's most effective and most useful tactics in rebuffing criticism has been to insist that any critic is operating in bad faith. There are no valid complaints about Trump, he insists, and there are no reliable complainers. Saying something critical of the former president means that you are not loyal to the former president and therefore that your criticism is tainted by your anti-Trump bias. Question-begging as political defense.
It works. People who are supportive of Trump are almost definitionally inclined to grant him the benefit of the doubt, meaning that they are predisposed to assume that he's the one approaching a point of debate from a more defensible position. Anyone skeptical of Trump's self-serving assertions about the world left Trumpworld years ago.
Put those things together and we get where we are today. A phalanx of former Trump advisers and appointees has delineated the ways in which he embraces fascism, hopes to implement authoritarianism, disparaged the military and offered praise for Adolf Hitler -- and the most likely reaction from Trump's supporters will be that they are just anti-Trump haters.
Gen. Mark A. Milley was selected by President Trump in 2019 to serve as chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. At the time, Trump praised Milley as being "living proof that the American warfighter is the toughest, smartest and bravest, best and brightest by far anywhere in the world."
In his new book, "War," The Washington Post's Bob Woodward described a conversation he had with Milley after Trump left office. Milley described Trump as "fascist to the core" and "the most dangerous person to this country."
Trump tapped Gen. Jim Mattis to serve as his first secretary of defense. He called Mattis "a man of honor, a man of devotion and a man of total action." Speaking on a podcast hosted by the Bulwark last week, Woodward said that he'd received an email from Mattis expressing agreement with Milley's sentiments.
John Kelly, a Marine general veteran, served as Trump's chief of staff. When he was appointed, Trump predicted that he would "go down, in terms of the position of chief of staff, one of the great[est] ever."
Since leaving the White House, Kelly has spoken repeatedly about what he observed while serving in proximity to the former president. The story about Trump referring to military dead at a cemetery in France as "suckers" and "losers?" Confirmed by Kelly.
In a new interviews with the New York Times, Kelly goes further.
"Certainly the former president is in the far-right area, he's certainly an authoritarian, admires people who are dictators -- he has said that," Kelly said. "So he certainly falls into the general definition of fascist, for sure."
He said that Trump "certainly prefers the dictator approach to government" and "never accepted the fact that he wasn't the most powerful man in the world" -- telling comments given that Trump on Tuesday described the "extreme power" that accompanies the presidency. Kelly took issue with Trump's recent statement that the military might be used to combat the "enemy within." (Those comments also spurred criticism from another former Trump defense secretary, Mark T. Esper.)
Should the concepts of fascism or authoritarianism be considered abstract, Kelly put a finer point on Trump's view of governance.
"He commented more than once that, 'You know, Hitler did some good things, too,'" Kelly told the Times.
Kelly repeated that claim in an interview with the Atlantic. What Adolf Hitler had done well, Kelly recalled Trump saying, was rebuilding Germany's economy -- which Kelly then noted Hitler "turned against his own people and against the world."
At another point Trump lamented that he didn't see the same loyalty from his top military leaders as was displayed by "German generals." Kelly, taken aback, asked whether he meant the generals who served under Kaiser Wilhelm II. No, Trump clarified. He meant Hitler's generals (who, Kelly pointed out, ended up trying to kill Hitler).
That Atlantic article explores a number of Trump's other dubious comments about the military and its relationship to the presidency, but the central point is that articulated above: Kelly -- like Milley and Mattis -- believes his former boss is unacceptably hostile to democracy. These men, tapped by Trump to help lead the country, saw Trump within the secure confines of the White House and in the moments where presidents are asked to decide the fate of the country. And whatever public denials Trump offers in Fox News interviews or at campaign rallies, they believe that his approach is at odds with the balance of powers outlined in the American system.
But again, the insistence on personal loyalty that Kelly describes as Trump's primary motivation means that his supporters will dismiss those concerns out of hand. In fact, questions about Trump's embrace of authoritarianism have been reframed by Trump and his supporters as the real danger. In the wake of the July attempt on Trump's life in Pennsylvania, he and his allies argued that the shooting was a function of commentary that suggested Trump was a threat to democracy. (There is no evidence that it was.) The real threat to democracy, Trumpworld insists, is saying that the Republican nominee for president poses a threat to democracy.
On X, the largely unmoderated social media platform that replaced Twitter, owner Elon Musk shared a misleading post in which the Atlantic article's headline and copy were altered to suggest that Trump was the literal reincarnation of Hitler. Even that "joke" reinforces the point: A report from a former top aide that Trump had praised Hitler is portrayed as a hyperventilating attempt to draw equivalence between the former president and the German dictator. It's Godwin's Law, used in defense of a guy with authoritarian aspirations.
On Fox News, a host of the channel's morning show "Fox & Friends" attempted to defend Trump by suggesting that the former president perhaps was not "cognizant of the third rail of German generals who were Nazis and whatever."
The bottom line, host Brian Kilmeade said, was that "Mattis and Kelly didn't like the president and they didn't think he deserved the job or they didn't think he was worthy of the job."
Kelly doesn't think he deserves the job because Trump is a dictionary-definition fascist. But since he is critical of Trump (for being a dictionary-definition fascist), he is viewed by Trump supporters as anti-Trump and therefore his criticisms (of Trump being a dictionary-definition fascist) are necessarily invalid.
And here we are.
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Anxious about the election? Here's how I'm coping.
Calm your nerves by doing the following.
By Ruth Marcus | 2024-10-24

(Washington Post illustration; iStock; Getty Images) 


I am guessing many of you are in the same condition in which I find myself: uneasy, drenched in anxiety and layered with dread -- a flaky napoleon of neurosis. If you aren't feeling this way, congratulations; I'll have what you're having. But for the rest of us, the wait is interminable, the uncertainty all-consuming, the stakes immense.
Which is worse: not knowing the outcome of the election or knowing it? The answer to this question does not matter, because the calendar is implacable. Its pages turn with maddening languor, the taunting opposite of old-time movies.
In situations like this, the behavioral therapists counsel "radical acceptance": acknowledging not only the difficulty of the problem but also the impossibility of controlling the result. For me, a big believer in agency and will, this is the hardest notion to accept, and even harder to put into practice.
Of course, it is better than good -- it is imperative -- to work for change. In this case, that means working for your candidate, if you are a partisan with the conviction and the bandwidth to do so. Please, get out the vote. Knock on doors. Phone bank. Write a check, then another.
But we must also recognize that there is a rational basis for our fear. Never in our lifetimes -- perhaps never in the history of our country -- have the stakes been so high and the conclusion so uncertain. To practice radical acceptance means to understand that not everything can be known and not everything can be changed.
So, how can we make it through this agonizing stretch? For one (and with apologies to my talented and hardworking political reporter colleagues), stop reading. Put down this column if you are holding it in a physical newspaper. If you are reading it online, log off. (Well, finish reading, but then log off.) And -- sorry, Joe and Mika -- turn off the cable news after you've gotten a microdose. More isn't better; it's just anxiety-producing.
Whatever you do, stop with the polls. My husband pores over them when he wakes in the morning and before he goes to bed at night. Really, I tell him, you might as well be examining goat entrails for signs of what the gods have in store.
The polls can only reaffirm what you already know: This election is too close to call. No matter how many averages you see, how many battleground state results you click on, how many crosstabs you analyze -- you will not know. In this situation, more data is the antithesis of helpful. The more you consume, the sicker you will feel.
Instead, immerse yourself in long features about anything but politics. Better yet, read a novel, and don't hesitate to go trashy. If not now, when? Binge TV -- no, not "The West Wing," but something entirely removed from the here and now. If you haven't devoured "Slow Horses," about a crew of cast-off British spies, this is a good time. You can follow that up, as I've been doing, with the Mick Herron books on which the series is based. There are, thankfully, more than a dozen. That should help you pass the time.
Exercise is good; exercise in nature is even better. Go on a bike ride. Leave your neighborhood and find a wooded path, preferably one with an accompanying stream, to walk the dog. I love a good podcast, but leave your AirPods behind. Listen to the birds instead. It is scientifically proven that being in nature improves physical and mental health. It reduces levels of cortisol, the stress hormone.
Choose this out-of-control moment to control what you can. Do a jigsaw puzzle (the laser-cut wooden ones are particularly gratifying). Bake some crusty bread and slather on the butter; this is a moment for comfort food. The younger generation talks about the importance of self-care, and never has that been more fitting. Do yoga, book a massage, listen to music. Whatever works for you.
For my part, I knit, compulsively: The more stressed I am, the more calming it is to feel the yarn moving through my fingers, the needles clacking rhythmically. Right now, I am racing to finish a baby blanket for the daughter of a friend, herself a remarkable young woman I held in my arms when she was an infant 33 years ago. Her baby boy is due to arrive three weeks after the election, proof that joy will resume no matter the outcome.
Perhaps that is the right place to end. In my view, a second term for Donald Trump would be a catastrophe, but as we brace for that possibility, it does not serve us well to catastrophize it. There will be weddings to celebrate and grandchildren to cuddle in a Trump presidency. Democracy will be battered and bruised, but I am confident it will survive. This might be the most nerve-racking election, but it will not be the last one.
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'It was frustrating to watch': 3 columnists on Harris's CNN town hall
Harris's town hall gave her a last-minute chance to reach undecided voters. How did she do?
By Matt Bai | 2024-10-24

Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at a CNN town hall in Aston, Pennsylvania, on Wednesday. (Charly Triballeau/AFP/Getty Images)


You're reading the Prompt 2024 newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox. 
The candidate's "closing argument" is a cliche of modern campaign coverage, but for Vice President Kamala Harris, it's pretty urgent. The election might hinge on a few voters who haven't made a final decision, and her CNN town hall on Wednesday night might have been her last chance to reach a large number of them. How did she do?
Joining me are my Post Opinions colleagues Shadi Hamid and Jim Geraghty, who are rarely undecided about anything.
Matt Bai: We've seen plenty of strange firsts in this campaign, but still I was struck by hearing a nominee for president call her opponent an actual fascist -- and in the first three minutes of a town hall! I think I would summarize Kamala Harris's closing argument from the night as: "You really need to vote for anybody but Donald Trump. And I'm anybody." Right? Do we think that argument landed?
Jim Geraghty: Yes, she tried to paint Trump as extreme and dangerous all night. Besides calling Trump fascist, Harris repeated the line that Trump allegedly called fallen soldiers "suckers" and "losers." The Atlantic reported that back in September 2020. More than 74 million Americans voted for him two months later. I know lots of Democrats think that line should be disqualifying. And the Jan. 6 attack should be disqualifying. And Trump's four indictments should be disqualifying. And his conviction should be disqualifying. But for those remaining undecided, they aren't disqualifying. Stop making the argument that this crowd has heard and rejected a hundred times. Find another argument about Harris's qualities.
Matt: It's almost as if Trump were an incumbent, isn't it? She's trying very hard to make the whole campaign a referendum on him and his fitness. Which might be her best argument, but as you point out, Jim, it's not as if voters haven't factored that in at this point.
Shadi Hamid: It was frustrating to watch. Maybe not being Trump is enough, but I think voters want to be inspired beyond lesser-of-two-evils arguments (or "vibes"), and she struggles to offer that. The core of her message seems to be that Trump is really, really bad. Which he is. But that clearly hasn't been enough for a large number of voters. Trump is pulling even or even slightly ahead in electoral college forecasts. The other thing we saw is that she still struggles to answer questions directly and clearly. I think part of the problem is that she doesn't have strong core convictions, so she often has to calculate what to say instead of just stating what she actually thinks.
Jim: We can debate whether that crowd was genuinely undecided. Perhaps CNN found the one Swarthmore College political science professor who's undecided -- between Harris and Jill Stein, maybe? -- but you could sense the crowd hungering for one clear policy distinction from Joe Biden.
Matt: Yes, exactly. Not to pile on, because I thought her indictment of Trump at the outset was pretty bracing, but I was struck by the answers she doesn't have at this late stage of the campaign. CNN's Anderson Cooper asked about tax policy, and she responded: "We can't have this conversation ... . It's a very complicated situation." She couldn't answer a question about expanding the Supreme Court. She's been asked about a thousand times about her shifting positions on fracking and health care, and somehow she hasn't found a direct answer. I don't really understand it. But I think if people are asking why she isn't running away with this election, you saw the answer.
Jim: I think Harris looked and sounded a little tired at this town hall. Nothing serious, just the consequence of a grueling campaign. I don't think I saw anything that suggested she's panicking or senses she's losing, but she certainly didn't sound like a candidate who's confident she's going to win. She sounded as though she sees what the rest of us see -- seven swing states that are all jump balls. But I guess if you feel as though any wrong answer, any policy proposal could cost you that 1 percent in a state you need, you get terrified of getting too specific on anything.
Shadi: I think she's so afraid of alienating people with the wrong answers, but this can lead to the worst of both worlds, where she ends up offering answers that satisfy no one. Voters respect conviction and authenticity. This is at the core of Trump's success and appeal: You might not like what he says, but at least he says what he thinks.
Matt: Look, as we talk about this, I can hear friends of mine and readers shouting: "But she's better than Trump! Why are you criticizing her for not having specific answers when he wants to suspend the Constitution?!" And I get that. I agree on the choice. But if the question here is why can't she close the deal, then you have to acknowledge the obvious. Her answers are not reassuring to voters who for whatever reason need to feel as though the alternative to Trump is someone they can feel good about. I get why it frustrates Democrats to have that conversation. But it frustrates me, too, as an independent. I want her to clear that bar, and I'm mystified as to why it's so hard.
Shadi: Her answers on Gaza were a textbook example of completely punting on tough questions. I've been very critical of the Harris campaign on this. I think it could cost her Michigan. Once again, she acknowledged that too many civilians have been killed, but she refuses to say anything about America's complicity in the supplying the weapons that kill them. She speaks about Palestinians in the passive voice, as if they were victims of some natural disaster. The audience member who brought it up wasn't asking for pro forma expressions of thoughts and prayers. She wanted to know what Harris would do to stop a war that is made possible through U.S. weaponry and billions of dollars of military aid to Israel.
Matt: There were a lot of answers like that -- probably more than there were clear ones. Let me ask you guys this: Do we think she's speaking to the right voters right now? I do think these moderate Republicans and independents will turn the election in close states. I think tactically Harris and her campaign have been very smart. But I also hear the argument from Democrats who feel as though she should be shoring up her base and getting it to turn out.
Shadi: I find myself somewhat baffled by her strategy. Instead of addressing the very real anger from Arab and Muslim Americans and young progressives about war in the Middle East, she has spent the past few weeks touting the support of Liz Cheney and other old-guard Republicans. In the closing weeks of a tight campaign, turnout and enthusiasm are key. If you're undecided, you're probably already alienated from the political system, so hearing that some Republican elites think Trump is unstable isn't likely to be particularly compelling.
Jim: I wonder if what we're seeing is a consequence of being an elected official in California -- where once you've won the primary, you're home free. Before 2020, she never had to close the deal in a place like Delaware County, Pennsylvania. Harris has a billion dollars, and she's running against Donald Trump; her campaign should not have any problems getting out the Democratic Party's base.
Matt: I do think that's part of the excessive caution, Jim. She seems very aware that she is not in California anymore. But you would think that would have become more routine by now.
Shadi: This is what's plagued her from the beginning: excessive caution. And it's worth noting that Trump is the polar opposite -- completely indifferent to calculating or thinking through anything he says before he says it. Presumably there's a middle ground?
Matt: Not in this campaign -- no middle ground. Maybe she's right to rely on that contrast. What was her best moment at the town hall?
Jim: Two good moments for Harris: The first was when she came close to drawing a meaningful distinction between how she would govern and how Biden governed by emphasizing that she's at a different stage of life at age 60 compared with Biden's almost 82. Harris said she looks at American life through the experiences of the "sandwich generation" -- people who are taking care of their kids and elderly parents, simultaneously. That wasn't exactly brimming with policy detail, but at least it offered a sense of how her life experience would shape her policy priorities, at least in domestic policy. The second was her surprisingly personal response to a good question from Cooper about her pastor. Why are we just hearing about her religious/spiritual side now?
Matt: Especially given the voters she's trying so hard to reach. I agree that those were good answers. And I thought her opening volley on Trump was pretty tight. Sure, we've heard it all before, but at the end of the day, it's her best argument: "I'm not perfect, but for crying out loud, I'm not him." I also give her credit for doing the town hall. Trump didn't bother. I think actual voters bore him.
Shadi: I was pleasantly surprised by her remarks about her pastor and her faith. It was a bit jarring, because we've heard so little of that from her. It could just be the standard Democratic discomfort with talking openly about religion. Good on her for opening up about it here. But not doing that more over the past three months seems like a missed opportunity. There's a widespread perception -- and not an entirely unfair one -- that the Democratic Party has increasingly secularized and become less hospitable to people of faith. Democrats shouldn't allow religion to be right-coded. If they do, they're going to continue having major problems, including with Black and Brown communities, who tend to be significantly more religious and socially conservative than White liberals.
Matt: Okay. One last question: How badly do we think Harris wants you to know that she won't ban fracking? It should have been a drinking game. For a second there, I thought she might just whip out a drill and start fracking through the auditorium floor, just to make the point.
Jim: Frack yeah, baby! By next week, Harris will be leading a cheer of "Drill, baby, drill!"
Shadi: My overall assessment is that even if it was frustrating, it wasn't a disaster. The fact that she doesn't seem to have strong core beliefs could, I suppose, even be spun as a positive. After all, do we really want an inflexible ideologue in the White House? Sometimes it's good to flip-flop, because it shows you're responsive to popular opinion and are willing to adapt to changing circumstances. Still, I can't help but feel there's a middle ground: clear core beliefs plus some degree of nimbleness around specific policy questions. This wasn't nimbleness. Again, it wasn't that bad, but is "not that bad" really all we should be expecting at this late stage?
Matt: She actually tried to give that exact answer! Not as clearly or succinctly, but I thought there was a good answer in there somewhere about pragmatism and evolving in your beliefs. She was right.
Jim: Harris fans will argue, fairly, that she's getting grief for vague or evasive answers, while Trump is giving direct and disturbingly specific answers on the pressing issue of Arnold Palmer's zucchini.
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How much should we be tipping?
Americans are frustrated by no longer knowing what's expected.
By Heather Long, Molly Roberts, Theodore Johnson | 2024-10-24

Business cards at the entrance to Jack Rose Saloon in D.C. in 2018. (Dayna Smith for The Washington Post) 


Americans feel like they're being asked to tip for more services than ever. On the latest episode of "Impromptu," columnists Theodore Johnson, Heather Long and Molly Roberts talk through why tipping culture is so weird these days and why we might want to rethink the system.
Use the audio player or The Post's "Impromptu" podcast feed to listen to the entire conversation.
Molly Roberts: In an ideal world, there wouldn't be any tipping. There would be no such thing as a subminimum wage. But today, it's just a complete mess. We used to know who was making the subminimum wage. Now, we really don't -- especially as various states and various cities are passing laws that make it so that restaurant workers aren't making a subminimum wage anymore. There is a strange tension now, where on the one hand we are on the way to eliminating the subminimum wage, but then on the other hand, culturally, there's more and more pressure to tip.
Ted Johnson: So, I lived in Japan for a little while, while in the military. Not only was tipping not practiced, it was discouraged. It was frowned upon. The idea was that we have entered into this economic contract. You've come to buy this thing. We're going to sell you the thing at the price it is. Nothing changes. If you've come into a high-scale restaurant or a hotel, you have paid for what we are selling. And that's the end of the transaction.
I'm curious what you guys think tipping is for. Is it for exceptional service? Is it an act of kindness? Is it just social pressure because we don't want to be seen as the cheapskate in society?
Heather Long: Yes, the United States is such an outlier in the way that we tip.
I honestly wish it was just built in to the price, similar to what you were describing in Japan. There's a diner that I order from a lot and they actually just add 20 percent on for everybody. Like you can go in and sort of verbally opt out but almost no one does and people sort of appreciate knowing that this is the standard amount. Economic research has found that consumers prefer if there's a transparent charge -- like a service charge. They may grumble about it, but they prefer that to all this confusion.
Listen to the full conversation here:
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What the Harris-Cheney road show accomplished
The conversation between two thoughtful adults left plenty of room for conservatives to unite with Kamala Harris.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-10-24

Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a moderated conversation with former House representative Liz Cheney in Brookfield, Wisconsin, on Oct. 21. (Kamil Krzaczynski/AFP/Getty Images) 


Jim Messina, who steered President Barack Obama's 2012 campaign, recently observed, "There's this absolutely f---ing stupid argument in my party that says you either turn your voters out or you persuade. The campaigns that win at the presidential level do both, and that is the campaign that Kamala Harris has built." That might be the single smartest observation of the entire campaign.
Vice President Kamala Harris certainly has been reaching out to her base at events and outlets geared toward specific constituencies (e.g., Georgia church visits, Univision appearances, Charlamagne tha God interviews). But, to a large degree, this week was about broad outreach, vividly presented in three town halls on Monday in swing states with former congresswoman Liz Cheney. The conversations went well beyond Cheney's warning that we cannot empower an insurrectionist leader who disrespects the Constitution to delve into Cheney's and Harris's real areas of overlap.
Most surprising, Cheney, a conservative pro-life Republican, expressed dismay at states' draconian abortion bans. "There are many of us around the country who have been pro-life but who have watched what's going on in our states since the Dobbs decision and have watched state legislatures put in place laws that are resulting in women not getting the care they need," she said. Pointing to Texas, Cheney warned that laws seeking women's medical records are "not sustainable" and must change.
It was a rare moment of thoughtful people on opposing sides of arguably the nation's most contentious issue finding some agreement. In Cheney's acknowledgment that the impact of Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization was not what she wanted, one could see a glimmer of a better brand of politics based on shared recognition of reality and a commitment to fix problems. For her part, Harris graciously allowed that many Republicans might not have anticipated the results of Dobbs. Whether that is true or not, she showed how to leave political opponents an "out" to drop flawed positions.
Cheney also bluntly expressed what many Republicans would prefer to ignore: Former president Donald Trump is "depraved" and "cruel." When a Democrat such as Harris says such things, Republicans might disregard it as excessive sentimentality or daintiness. Coming from a rock-ribbed Republican, that assertion invites Republicans to reclaim the decency that's been sacrificed at the altar of MAGA.
In addition, Cheney -- whose hawkish credentials no one would dispute -- made a powerful case that the Republican Party has retreated into dangerous isolationism. She cautioned that Trump is easily manipulated by dictators. She then presented a frightfully realistic scenario. "Without allies, America will find our very freedom and security challenged and threatened, and one final point on this, don't think that Congress can stop him," Cheney said. "All he has to do is say 'I won't fulfill our NATO treaty obligations,' and NATO begins to unravel."
The conversations turned out to be a model of thoughtful discussion between politically divided people who nevertheless have mutual respect. For her part, Harris proved that reaching out beyond the base does not require mushy compromise or telling everyone what they want to hear. It requires leaders to elucidate values that transcend partisanship and eschew ideological rigidity. When she spoke about devotion to "common sense" and acknowledged she is a "capitalist," she defied the socialist caricature Republicans and right-wing media have concocted.
Finally, the road show provided vivid evidence of Harris's rhetorical talent. Some critics, with a heavy dose of misogyny and racism, have churlishly dubbed her unclear or inarticulate. (Laughably, they do not say the same of the incoherent Trump.)
At the end of her Michigan appearance, Harris demolished that slur in response to a voter's concern about the anxiety and despair many Americans are feeling. After pointing out that democracy is both very resilient and very fragile, Harris reminded the audience that feeling "powerless" means that "we have been defeated." She continued: "And that's not our character as the American people. We are not one to be defeated. We rise to a moment and we stand on broad shoulders of people who have fought this fight before for our country." She concluded: "Let us look at the challenge then that we are being presented and not be overwhelmed by it. The baton is now in our hands, to fight for, not against, but for this country we love." Her words were both heartfelt and inspirational. The contrast with her opponent's dark, demeaning portrait of America as a country in decline could not be greater.
If there are independents and Republicans willing to listen, Harris's outreach might provide the margin of victory. As Cheney put it during their Michigan stop, "I would just remind people, if you're at all concerned, you can vote your conscience and not ever have to say a word to anybody." She added, "There will be millions of Republicans who do that on November 5."
If so, and Harris prevails, she will owe her victory in part to Republicans. That would be powerful incentive to persist in outreach and remain committed to binding the political wounds Trump has inflicted.
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J-6 DATE: Why not share the next insurrection?
A personality and compatibility quiz.
By Bill Scheft | 2024-10-24
Bill Scheft, a former staff writer for David Letterman, is author of five novels, including "Tommy Dash: Was It Everything I Said?"
(Choose at least one answer to every question but give as many answers as you want. No limits! We're all about freedom!)
A man seeking a woman
A woman seeking a man
A man seeking a man
A woman seeking a woman
Who wants to know?
White
(See above)
Seriously?
Hahahahahaha. Good one.
Come on, stop. My ribs!
Who has the time?
I'm picky
I wasn't ready before now
I tend to wear too much bear spray
A large city
Suburb of a large city
A small town
The couch in Marjorie Taylor Greene's outer office
Who said anything about love and affection?
Don't they still have that thing where a spouse can't testify against a spouse?
Mercury's in retrograde
I'm tired of being in an angry mob of like-minded people and feeling alone
Travel to the "good" countries
Five years. What is that, 60 months? Can we make it 72 months?
Be escorted out of Epcot
Be the one with the bullhorn
I don't want to talk about it
No dessert for me, thanks
Peaceful transition
Clean coal
Have my back
Have my flank
Have a finished basement
Have a bolt-cutter
Looks
Intelligence
Sense of humor
Their bank routing number
Absolutely
Not if it's the end of the month and I've only got 5 percent of my data left
After they sign the loyalty pledge, sure
What am I, a librarian?
Yes
No
Thursdays
Only after I forcibly enter a building from the outside
Every day
A few times a week
I do a lot of lunges
I'm not under oath, right?
Netflix and chill
Read a good book
Go to a club and pretend I'm the bouncer
Dance like I'm not being surveilled
Casual
Sporty
Fashionable
Always accessorize with a flag as a cape
Rock
Country
A good prison choir
Show tunes ... uh, I mean country
A total catch
My go-to person
Fun
Medium height, medium build, no distinguishing marks
OMG! Are you okay?
Do you know your location?
When did they give you your phone back?
Okay, we can try for next Wednesday, but if you don't show, that's it.
It's a dealbreaker
It happens sometimes, and you work it out
Define "feel"
Only if it gets my candidate in
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Louisiana's new law on abortion pills is a warning call
Why it's risky Louisiana labeled mifepristone and misoprostol as "dangerous controlled substances."
By Greer Donley , Kimi Chernoby  | 2024-10-24

A doctor prepares packages of misoprostol and mifepristone for mailing. Telehealth providers in some blue states send drugs to patients who live in states with abortion bans. (Nadia Sablin for The Washington Post) 


Greer Donley is a professor at the University of Pittsburgh School of Law, specializing in reproductive justice. Kimi Chernoby is an emergency medicine physician and reproductive rights lawyer in D.C.
A new law in Louisiana, passed under the guise of patient safety, has reclassified abortion pills as "dangerous controlled substances." The law won't reduce abortions, but it will make serious pregnancy complications more perilous. It is being heralded by supporters as a model for other states.
Two medications, mifepristone and misoprostol, are commonly known as the FDA-approved drug regimen for medication abortion, but they are also lifesaving drugs used for pregnancy complications. Doctors rely on one or both of them to stop postpartum hemorrhage and to manage miscarriages, as well as to induce labor.
Under the Louisiana regulation, hospitals must now keep the medications in a locked medicine cabinet. This is a stark departure from what is commonly seen on obstetrics wards, where misoprostol in particular is stocked on postpartum hemorrhage carts that can quickly be accessed when needed. Before the law went into effect, OB wards were completing timed drills to see whether they can reach the locked cabinet before someone bleeds to death. Minutes can make the difference in saving someone's life.
Abortion is banned in Louisiana from the earliest moments of pregnancy, with narrow exceptions for the life or health of the pregnant patient, as well as for lethal fetal anomalies. Physicians practicing in the state can face up to 10 years in prison and a fine of up to $100,000 for performing an abortion or for prescribing abortion pills with the intent to terminate a pregnancy. The threats have worked. The state has reported nearly zero legal abortions by in-state providers since the ban took effect in August 2022.
So why did lawmakers pass an entirely new law to make it even harder to get abortion pills when almost no abortions are being performed in the state?
Across the country, the antiabortion movement is flummoxed by how easily abortion pills have thwarted state bans. Telehealth for medication abortion has become commonplace as research has demonstrated its safety and efficacy. Though the typical model involves providers and patients located in the same state, eight states have passed shield laws that protect providers who send the medications to patients in other states, so long as they follow their home state's laws. Shield providers are sending thousands of packages into red states every month. This week, data showed that 10 percent more Louisiana residents are getting abortions today than they were before the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, because of mailed medication abortion and travel.
The Louisiana law is a novel attempt to confront telehealth prescriptions, but lawmakers surely know it won't stop the influx of abortion pills from other states, as those providers aren't subject to Louisiana law. And the patients who use the pills are also exempt. Before the legislators voted, they knew their law could harm other aspects of reproductive health care. There was a well-publicized outcry from physicians about the proposal.
The decision to pass it anyway reveals a callousness toward maternal health from a movement whose supporters claim to be pro-life. Louisiana already has one of the highest maternal mortality rates in the country. And since the state's abortion ban has gone into effect, pregnant patients have struggled to access miscarriage care. These laws will exacerbate a terrible maternal health crisis on the ground.
The "dangerous controlled substance" designation might deter providers, clinics and pharmacies from stocking or dispensing the medications because they require a special license, additional documentation and tracking by the state.
That makes pregnancy needlessly riskier for patients in Louisiana. When a patient is suffering from a missed or incomplete miscarriage, misoprostol can be used to help the body complete it. Mifepristone is also helpful here, increasing the chances of successfully completing a miscarriage compared to misoprostol alone; unfortunately, because the FDA has made it difficult to access mifepristone, misoprostol alone is still often used for miscarriage management.
Misoprostol is also regularly administered to either induce labor or to help prevent and treat complications from giving birth. For instance, it is routinely used to prevent and treat life-threatening bleeding after delivery known as postpartum hemorrhage.
Importantly, there is no scientific reason to restrict mifepristone and misoprostol in this manner. Unlike other drugs designated as dangerous controlled substances, these medications are nonaddictive and extremely safe -- as safe or safer than commonly prescribed drugs such as penicillin and Viagra. And their benefits are lifesaving when administered in a timely manner.
This law is a warning call of what is to come. It is part of a national, antiabortion strategy to discredit these medications as unsafe despite copious evidence to the contrary. Attorneys general from three conservative states just reignited a lawsuit -- rejected last term by the Supreme Court -- that attempts to reimpose sweeping restrictions on mifepristone. All of these antiabortion efforts, cloaked in the guise of patient safety, do nothing but put patients' lives at risk.
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Elon Musk's $1 million hunch is right
Elon Musk's $1 million lottery should inspire us to make voting more fun. 
By Raymond La Raja , Brian Schaffner | 2024-10-24

Kristine Fishell, who won $1 million in Elon Musk's petition drive lottery, appears with Musk at a town hall in Pittsburgh on Oct. 20. (Michael Swensen/Getty Images)


Raymond La Raja is a political science professor and co-director of the UMass Poll at the University of Massachusetts Amherst. Brian Schaffner is the Newhouse Professor of Civic Studies at Tufts University and co-director of the Cooperative Election Study.
Elon Musk has offered $100 to registered Pennsylvania voters who sign a petition in support of free speech and gun rights. In other battleground states, he's advertised a smaller but symbolically resonant payout of $47. The topper is that all signatories are eligible to win a daily lottery of $1 million.
Musk's strategy is clearly partisan and legally dubious, but as academics who study voting, we hope the iconoclastic entrepreneur will spur us all to think more creatively about getting citizens to the polls.
Our research focuses on the question at the heart of Musk's effort, which is: Can we incentivize more people to vote? The answer is yes. We've even tested out a lottery system -- and it worked.
It is no secret that a large percentage of Americans don't vote. The past presidential election had the highest turnout in over 120 years, and yet one-third of Americans who were eligible to vote did not do so. The most common reasons nonvoters gave were lack of interest or not being registered. Clearly the theater of modern politics is not enough to draw these voters to the polls.
We don't have Musk's financial resources; nor do we have his penchant for risk-taking with election laws. So we tried our lottery experiment with student elections, which have notoriously low turnout. We offered a random sample of University of Massachusetts Amherst, students a chance to win a $300 lottery if they voted. It was a big success. The lottery group participated at a 30 percent higher rate than those who did not receive the offer. Compared with a typical year, voter turnout overall increased 6.5 percentage points.
Perhaps the most compelling result from our experiment was that the lottery seemed to close the socioeconomic gap in voting. Students who were the  first generation in their families to attend college were more likely to change their behavior and vote. Voting is a socially learned behavior, linked to education and personal networks. First-gens tend to arrive at school with weaker social ties to politically engaged students who pull others into political participation. However, making their ballot double as a lottery ticket was enough to entice many more of them to vote.
We are not the only people who have tried this. A study in London found that a lottery increased the number of residents who registered to vote in a city borough election by two percentage points. Groups in Philadelphia and Los Angeles experimented with lotteries for a while with mixed results. Part of the problem was lack of awareness of the program, and a sense that the incentive was not enough to motivate habitual nonvoters. The message here is that lotteries need other efforts to make them workable, such as traditional voter outreach and education.
You might think that offering a financial incentive to vote is crass, and you would not be alone. We have found that most Americans oppose such a system. Some argue that lotteries should be discouraged because they denigrate the civic value of voting. If people are not interested in politics or elections, perhaps they should not vote. But here's the thing: The act of voting  -- even if compulsory -- makes people more interested and invested in the political system. This is akin to someone who gets dragged along to a sporting event for the first time only to find it so interesting that they ultimately become a fan of the sport.
Another way to think about it is that the reward is not so much the cash as making the act of voting more enjoyable. A study in New Haven demonstrated that providing social activities on Election Day, including music, food and a sense of community, helps boost turnout, especially when coupled with personal encouragement to vote.
What the lotteries and spectacles have in common is that they ask us to challenge the boundaries of what is socially acceptable to make sure our system is responsive to everyone. We need to stop making election days solemn, individualist affairs, and more communal celebrations that bring people together. This doesn't mean we should stop working to make it easier to vote. We just also need to find a way to mobilize people who simply are not interested.
Musk's hunch about how to excite voters is backed up by the research. We should follow his lead, but for all voters. A lottery for voting paired with Election Day festivals can help make voting interesting for persistent nonvoters of all political persuasions. Once they start voting, many will become increasingly invested in politics and potentially transform our politics as a result.
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Georgia's former president: My country's democracy is on the line this weekend
Putin is working to turn Georgia into an autocracy. Will the West do anything about it?
By Mikheil Saakashvili | 2024-10-24

People wave European Union and Georgian flags at a rally in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Sunday. (David Mdzinarishvili/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Mikheil Saakashvili is former president of Georgia.
The political turmoil that has racked Georgia over the past several months has received a small fraction of the attention devoted to the war in Ukraine. Meanwhile, Georgia's ruling party has increasingly aligned itself with Russia, even in the face of growing public discontent. The elections taking place this weekend will be decisive for my country's future and will impact the wider Black Sea region -- including Ukraine -- for a long time to come.
For 12 years, Georgia has been controlled, largely from the shadows, by Bidzina Ivanishvili, whose $5 billion fortune -- worth roughly one-third of the country's gross domestic product -- was made mostly in Russia. For three of those years, I have been his prisoner, jailed on "abuse of power" charges stemming from my own time in government -- charges that Amnesty International has characterized as "political revenge."
Ivanishvili lives in a glass castle overlooking the capital, Tbilisi. Public appearances are rare, but his influence is evident in every corner of government. His cronies occupy almost every state office in the land, possibly including the prosecutor's office.
As with Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro, Ivanishvili's personal wealth has ballooned while the rest of his country has suffered deepening hardship. With unemployment at about 14 percent, a staggering 1 in 5 Georgians now choose to live abroad.
Despite his wealth, the puppet master has reason to be worried about the parliamentary elections. After years of splintering, the country's opposition parties, including the United National Movement, which I once led, are finally coalescing under an anti-Ivanishvili umbrella. Georgian Dream, the ruling party that Ivanishvili founded and now controls as "honorary chairman," is struggling to keep its head above 30 percent in opinion polls amid rising public anger over the country's strengthening of ties with Moscow.
Russian President Vladimir Putin is watching the situation closely. Georgia is a small country of fewer than 4 million people, but on a strategic level, Putin believes that controlling Georgia gives him power over the West's energy corridors.
On a deeper, personal level, Putin can't abide the notion of an independent Georgia. He despised the success of the 2003 Rose Revolution, which I led. The Rose Revolution not only markedly improved the lives of a generation of Georgians, but it also provided the inspiration for similar "color" uprisings in Ukraine and Kyrgyzstan.
In 2008, Putin had his measure of revenge. Russian tanks rumbled over the border into Georgia, seizing one-fifth of our country's territory before a tactical intervention by the United States ended their advance toward Tbilisi.
Moscow agreed to withdraw its troops as part of a cease-fire deal, but this promise was soon forgotten. (Ukraine, take note.) Russia has remained an occupying force ever since, meddling at every opportunity.
The invasion gave birth to Ivanishvili the politician, who founded Georgian Dream in 2012 on the back of the fortune he made in telecoms and banking in Moscow. Following elections in 2012, I dutifully handed power over to him and his victorious party -- the first peaceful, democratic transfer of power in Georgia's history. Ivanishvili served as prime minister for only one year before stepping aside (while never relinquishing full control of the party).
Even back then, it was whispered that Ivanishvili might be a Moscow plant. But only in more recent years has the mask fully slipped.
When Parliament passed a "foreign agents" law in May -- copied and pasted from laws used by Putin to crush dissent in Russia -- countless Georgians filled the streets of Tbilisi to protest the legislation. These protests were put down violently by riot police, and opposition politicians were physically attacked.
Ivanishvili's initial response to the crisis was straight out of a Dan Brown novel. A mysterious "Global War Party," he said, was trying to lure Georgia into an expanded international conflict over Ukraine. One of Georgian Dream's MPs hinted darkly that the Freemasons were involved.
In August, Prime Minister Irakli Kobakhidze, a member of Georgian Dream, said that, if elected again, he would ban all parliamentary opposition, leaving many to wonder whether the forthcoming elections will turn out to be a sham -- or take place at all. Georgian Dream was taking a fateful step toward single-party dictatorship.
A terrifying scenario now looms whereby Ivanishvili's clan clings to power after a rigged election and democracy is suspended shortly thereafter.
Reports indicate the United States has sanctions "ready to go" against Ivanishvili for his cozying up to Moscow. So what on earth is Washington waiting for? Alongside sanctions, which would clearly communicate to voters that Georgian Dream is pulling the country out of the West's orbit, the United States should be much more vocal about how closely it will be watching for irregularities in this weekend's vote. Georgia's long-suffering civil society needs all the help it can get.
After a stolen election, it might be too late.
The West won the Cold War. But in an increasingly volatile world, it now risks ceding ground. As war rages in Ukraine, the United States and its allies cannot afford more instability in places such as Georgia.
Now is the time to show the Kremlin's stooge some teeth.
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Polarization isn't just a phase. It's our new default setting.
It's dangerous when feelings among Democrats and Republicans shift from dislike to disgust.
By Shadi Hamid | 2024-10-24
As the 2024 campaign kicked off, President Joe Biden set the tone for an unusually polarizing year. "The question we have to answer is: Who are we?" he asked in January. It was a good question -- but also an odd one.
Not too long ago, elections in the United States had primarily been about differences over policy rather than the meaning of America or whether our democracy would survive. As recently as the early 2010s, the most contentious disagreements between Democrats and Republicans revolved around matters such as health-care reform and tax rates. (There was even an extended controversy over President Barack Obama's decision to wear a tan suit.) These were important debates, no doubt, but they didn't threaten the future of the republic. Americans didn't realize how lucky they were.
Polarization -- the process of deepening partisan and ideological divides -- isn't just a phase. It's now our default setting. People have fundamentally different conceptions of what is right, true and good. Debates become less about tangible policies -- the things you can split the difference on -- and more about divides that are, or at least seem to be, existential.
In a large, diverse nation such as ours, it's only natural for people to disagree and even dislike one another. It gets dangerous, though, when feelings of dislike give way to disgust and when politics transforms into something akin to a holy war. Too many Americans view their fellow citizens as irredeemable, as enemies to be vanquished rather than mere opponents.
As we inch closer to Nov. 5, the stakes, we're told, couldn't be higher. It's not just an election. American democracy itself is on the ballot. These dire assessments aren't limited to the political class. Over the past four years, voters have consistently sounded their alarm. In one NBC News poll, roughly 80 percent of Democrats and Republicans said the other party "poses a threat that if not stopped will destroy America as we know it." These sentiments make democracy a much more difficult proposition. If you believe your adversaries are a threat to everything you hold dear, you are less likely to accept the election outcome when your candidate loses. And, at some point, your candidate will lose.
Losing has also gotten harder.
A majority of Republicans still believe the 2020 election was stolen. Some analysts argue that these results shouldn't be taken at face value because respondents might be "trolling" pollsters, insisting the election was rigged to signal their antiestablishment bona fides. But even this more optimistic interpretation suggests that disdain for elites and institutions is alarmingly widespread.
For their part, some leading Democrats, including Hillary Clinton, claimed that the 2016 election was stolen or that Donald Trump was an "illegitimate president." In one post-election poll, 52 percent of Democrats said it was definitely or probably true that Russia tampered with the vote tallies. There is no equivalence between Democrats' doubts and the Capitol insurrection of Jan. 6, 2021, which attempted to overturn an election by force. But it's also true that Democrats' resistance to accepting the legitimacy of Trump's election paved the way for a "radicalization spiral" in which each party takes positions not necessarily on principle but in reaction to the other's worst excesses.
Polarization might get worse before it gets better, with young Americans less tolerant of opposing opinions than previous generations. One survey of college students in 2021 found that 30 percent of Democrats would not work for "someone who voted for the opposing presidential candidate," while 71 percent said they wouldn't date someone who voted for the other candidate.
The causes of our divisions are difficult, if not impossible, to undo. They draw their strength and stubbornness from structural changes in American life, including a secularization surge that has widened  the gap between the devout and the doubters and the realignment of political loyalties along educational rather than class lines.
The parties, too, have made choices. On economic issues, the GOP has softened its roughest edges. Gone are the days of Republican leaders fantasizing about gutting Medicare or privatizing Social Security. On industrial and trade policy, both parties have embraced populism and economic nationalism in a way that would have been unimaginable a decade ago.
Because of Republicans' (relative) lurch leftward, the gap between the parties has narrowed somewhat. Economic divides are unlikely to be particularly salient in the coming years, regardless of who is elected president. In some ways, this is welcome. In other ways, it isn't: It increases polarization by forcing partisans to accentuate what makes them different on noneconomic matters -- culture, religion and race. These are the  "who we are" questions that arouse existential passions.
But our polarization has an even more primal source, one that's woven into our very human nature. There's a thrill when the stakes feel so existential. If you believe the opposing party endangers your very way of life, then to be on the right side of history can have an intoxicating effect. We come to know ourselves by knowing who we are against -- what is sometimes known as the friend-enemy distinction. There can only be an "us" if there is first a "them." As Kevin Rozario, author of "The Culture of Calamity," points out: "We know we're in the presence of history when things are blowing up. There's an intensification of emotions when you're living in historical times, as if it's more real."
Polarization isn't always or necessarily bad, however. Deep differences are the lifeblood of a vibrant democracy, which depends on candidates and ideas vigorously competing with one another. The largest questions of life and politics invite such disagreement precisely because they implicate our deepest moral and philosophical convictions.
It is tempting to view today's elevated polarization as an aberration, suggesting a return to ordinary levels soon enough, perhaps after Trump leaves the political scene. But the post-World War II era might itself have been the aberration, during which the presence of an external communist threat gave the impression of greater consensus than there actually was. Not only that, the rapid secularization of the past two decades -- evidenced by church membership plummeting to record lows -- has introduced a new element of social instability.
With the erosion of a shared Christian culture and the end of the Cold War, Americans found that they lacked the same inspirations to rally behind -- or the same enemies to rally against. On the plus side, this has allowed our racial and religious diversity to more fully express itself in a way that it hadn't since the political awakenings of the 1960s.
In some sense, all politics is identity politics. But our identities -- and the resulting tribalism -- matter more in times of swift demographic change. A growing body of evidence points to the prominence of group loyalties, whether ethnic, religious, or narrowly partisan. As political scientists Christopher Achen and Larry Bartels write: "The most important factor in voters' judgments [is] their social and psychological attachments to groups."
Perhaps this is who we are. If the tribalism of the Trump (and post-Trump) era is the new normal, then it won't end with this election or the next one. Our deepest divides are real and legitimate, and they're not going anywhere. Yes, a lot is at stake. But not everything is at stake. In a democracy, however flawed, no defeat is permanent and no victory is final. Even if this is the most important election, it will not be the last.
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Nuclear power could rise again
Building out nuclear power will be critical for the project of combating climate change.
By Editorial Board | 2024-10-23

View of the Three Mile Island nuclear power plant, which sits along the Susquehanna River. (Michael S. Williamson/WASHINGTON POST)


Nuclear energy is getting another chance. In short succession over the past few weeks, three of the nation's tech goliaths announced eye-catching investments in nuclear projects to secure low-carbon electricity for artificial intelligence data centers.
First, Microsoft committed to buy 20 years' worth of power from the shuttered Three Mile Island facility in Pennsylvania, site of an infamous disaster in 1979 that arrested nuclear development in the United States. Then Google cut a deal with California-based Kairos Power to develop a series of high-tech small modular reactors. And Amazon announced it is funding another cutting-edge nuclear firm, X-energy, to develop and license its own line of SMRs. (Amazon founder  Jeff Bezos owns The Post.)
The flurry of activity, just a few months after the long-delayed opening of the Vogtle 4 light-water reactor, which started providing electricity to Georgia's power grid in April, suggests that nuclear power, long shunned as either too dangerous or too expensive, might be reemerging as an essential tool in the battle against climate change.
Still, it will take more than a handful of deals with Big Tech to transform nuclear into a viable, economical source of clean energy at scale. According to an Energy Department analysis, meeting the promise to produce zero net carbon emissions by mid-century will require at least 200 additional gigawatts of nuclear power, tripling existing capacity. Nuclear power requires much less land than solar and wind farms. It can be located closer to where power is needed, reducing needed investment in long-distance transmission lines. Critically, it produces electricity all the time, not just when the sun shines and the wind blows.
According to the DOE analysis, based on modeling of California's power system, including nuclear energy in the mix, along with other firm, non-variable sources of electricity such as geothermal and hydropower, would reduce the overall cost of decarbonizing the grid by 37 percent compared with relying on renewables and energy storage alone. The DOE recommends starting immediately. But hurdles remain.
Developing a nuclear future will require selecting a technology to build out in order to develop the economies of scale, know-how and other efficiencies that will help contain costs. The enormous expense of the 20th-century nuclear deployment in the United States  was largely because builders used more than 50 unique reactor designs. Other countries with more standardized models built out nuclear energy much more cheaply.
The several projects making headlines -- all reliant on different technologies -- do not settle this choice. Kairos is developing SMRs that use molten salt as a coolant. X-energy's SMRs use a gas coolant. Neither has gotten the green light from the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, nor has either been deployed commercially. SMRs are designed to be built in factories, to be assembled inexpensively on-site, and to be far more flexible in location and application than traditional nuclear plants. They are worth exploring, particularly if the experimentation leads the industry to coalesce quickly around one design.
Meantime, utilities and the government already have a design they should be able to agree on, for the bigger, traditional nuclear facilities that the nation needs.
The design of the two AP1000 light-water reactors deployed in the Vogtle plant in Georgia over the past two years, each boasting an output of 1.1 gigawatts, is a 21st-century version of the familiar nuclear plants people have been building for decades. The technology is better-designed and even safer, offering a promise of large amounts of power.
Opponents point to Vogtle as proof that nuclear energy will always be too expensive. The two reactors, originally budgeted at $14 billion, ended up costing $32 billion after massive delays. But the cost overruns stemmed either from idiosyncratic mistakes -- such as an incomplete design when the project began -- or from problems that always come with first-of-a-kind construction, such as an immature supply chain and an untrained workforce.
Future AP1000s will not be unique. As the Energy Department noted, the fourth Vogtle reactor was cheaper than the third. Despite higher interest rates, the DOE estimates that future AP1000 reactors could provide power at half the cost as the two most recent additions: as little as $60 per megawatt-hour.
Getting more built will probably require pooling demand, and that will likely require involving the federal government to either build reactors on its own or to offer insurance to cover cost overruns by the private sector.
The technology itself matters less than the commitment to deploy it. That is essential for nuclear energy to rise again, which is, in turn, important for sustaining high standards of living as the world transitions off fossil fuels.
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Barry's legacy can't be blown away by a PR gimmick
&Pizza used Marion Barry's crack conviction to sell pizza knots. Cue the faux outrage.
By Marc Fisher | 2024-10-24

Mayor Marion Barry speaks to the news after leaving the U.S. District Court in D.C. on July 30, 1990. (Dudley M. Brooks / The Washington Post) 


In death, much is forgiven, as it should be. But facts remain facts, and although I expressly did not rush out to buy a box of Marion Berry knots, the torrent of faux outrage that swept the city this week about a cheap marketing gimmick reveals a sad impulse to rewrite history -- and a failure to accept the truth about Washington's erstwhile Mayor for Life.
Marion Barry was a visionary, a master tactician, a magnetic personality, a natural-born leader. He was also a rogue, a cynic, a schemer, a morally rubbery character. And he was a convicted criminal and an addict, with all the pain and pathos that entails.
We are talking about the District's four-term mayor a decade after his death because a third-rate local pizza chain -- the unpronounceable &pizza ("and pizza?" "ampersand pizza?" "expletive pizza?") --marketed a new product with an ad campaign playing on Barry's cocaine habit. It's "Marion Berry knots," balls of dough dusted with powdered sugar and advertised with crack puns and a reminder of the mayor's arrest: "so good it's likely a felony." Rather than letting the PR pitch die a natural death, Barry's fans rose up in pretend protest. Professional outrage-stoker Ronald Moten, who for decades has modeled himself in Barry's image as a defender of "the lost, the last and the least," as the mayor always put it, accused the chain of spitting on the Barry's grave and announced a boycott of the restaurants. D.C.'s NAACP denounced the knots as "inflammatory, culturally insensitive and drug-use insinuating," demanding that the chain provide "remuneration" to local substance abuse prevention programs. Barry's widow, Cora Masters Barry, called the ad campaign "outrageously racist" and "disrespectful."

&Pizza is seen on U Street in D.C. on Oct. 22. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 


At first, Mike Burns, &pizza chief executive, doubled down on his effort to earn free media (we're doing our part!), insisting that the whole uproar is based on a misperceived vowel: His product is based on a berry, not a mayor. "We're talking about a marionberry, that's spelled with an 'e,'" Burns said in a statement.
Then he marketed the stuff with cracks about the Drug Enforcement Administration and pictures of white powder piled on a mirror.
But on Wednesday afternoon, Burns executed an about-face and withdrew the knots from his menu. "While humor was our intent, it was regrettably off the mark," he wrote.
Before &pizza's pivot, the NAACP's D.C. president, Akosua Ali, said Barry "deserves to be remembered as a pioneer for economic development, real estate development, black business empowerment, youth employment and as the mayor of the people."
In part, yes. But first of all, a PR play like this is squarely in the Barry tradition. He admired antics that put him at the center of attention, in positive or negative light.
The ancient dictum against speaking ill of the dead has withered away in this era of oversharing and frenzied public bashing of others, so let's not pretend to be shocked by snarky references to a departed public figure. After all, in life, Barry's foibles made him a mainstay of late-night comedy routines.
But most important, the version of Barry being touted by his latest defenders is too revisionist to pass any reality check. Yes, Barry presented himself as an urban Robin Hood who shifted the District's resources from the rich to the poor. But let's go to the videotape: The Mayor for Life was a morally flexible man who consistently failed to live up to his ideals.
He remains a folk hero to many Black Washingtonians because he fulfilled the core promise that so few politicians deliver upon: He made their lives better. He gave them their first summer job, put them in training programs, gave them secure positions in city government, stood up for them against the White power elite.
He also seeded the city with cynicism, abused his office to enrich his cronies, fed mean stereotypes about Black leaders and blew his credibility on his own quest for pleasure. In his autobiography, Barry described his introduction to cocaine when a woman at a social event told him that the stuff made her "hot."
"I told myself, what the hell? Why not?" he wrote. "The cocaine was a powerful stimulant that went straight to my penis. ... From that point on, you chase that same high and sex that you felt the first time."
The Washington that Barry presided over saw the creation of a thriving Black middle class (much of which left the city for Prince George's County) but also the destruction of a generation of young people lost to an epidemic of drugs and murder. In his book, Barry admitted the terrifying toll that took, but said, "There was nothing I could do about it."
In the end, Barry is a tragic figure who left a legacy of hope and disappointment. Soon after he died, I sat outside his old house on a hill in historic Anacostia, considering the views he had: He could look down the block, toward the clot of men drinking on the corner, or up at a panorama of the city he once commanded, a shining vista sprinkled with construction cranes -- two cities, both Barry's.
I think he would have focused on that contrast rather than paying any mind to a dough ball ad gimmick. As Barry famously said, "Get over it."
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Trump's ads on trans issues are effective. Harris has herself to blame.
The ad campaign fills in the gaps for voters about who Harris is.
By Megan McArdle | 2024-10-23

Kamala Harris speaks at a campaign event at Carnegie Mellon University on Sept. 25 in Pittsburgh. (Justin Merriman for The Washington Post)


It's hard to imagine a more niche issue than whether taxpayers should provide hormones and surgery for prisoners. A 2020 report from NBC found 4,890 transgender prisoners incarcerated in prisons across 45 states and D.C., a year in which 1.2 million people were incarcerated in state and federal prisons. Even if all of them had received surgery on the taxpayer dime (and the NBC report suggests that's far from the truth), it would be a rounding error in our total spending on inmates.
So it's kind of wild that the Trump campaign has posted on Instagram multiple ads  attacking Kamala Harris using footage from a Transform the White House event in 2019, during which she talked up her efforts to secure surgeries for transgender prisoners. It's part of a broader ad blitz that Trump and other Republicans have been running on trans issues in the closing weeks of the campaign. The tagline of the Trump ads is that Harris's "agenda is they/them -- not you."
Could this possibly be effective, wondered an account I follow on X. After I watched the ads, I think that yes, they are. Not because many Americans lie awake at night wondering whether they're paying for some prisoner's vaginoplasty but because they help fill a void that Harris created with her cautious early campaigning.
Harris started out with some severe handicaps: low favorability, an unpopular boss and a history of taking positions so far to the left of the average voter that even her supporters tend to assume they're conservative propaganda. The favorability problem has been mitigated with a charm offensive, but the other issues remain because Harris hasn't given voters much to counteract them  beyond a resume and some vaguely aspirational language. I suspect that's one reason her campaign seems to be flagging with the remaining undecided voters.
She  could have addressed those problems head on by distancing herself from unpopular policies of President Joe Biden and from her own past pronouncements. Instead she tried to elide these deficits with a soft-focus campaign that seemed designed to avoid taking unpopular stands. Any backtracking was often accomplished by sending aides out to quietly spread the word.
That's understandable. Throwing Biden under the bus would have raised administration hackles in the party, and if you try to explain why you're abandoning your previous ideas, you'll probably have to explain why you supported them in the first place. There's some risk that in the course of executing such a hard pivot, you'll bobble an interview, creating a viral moment that makes things worse. So the Harris campaign adopted a strategy of "least said, soonest mended." It shunned journalists who might have asked inconvenient questions and crafted a message that was mostly vague uplift: Harris grew up middle class, she's pragmatic, she loves America and small businesses and working families.
There's nothing wrong with these platitudes, which are the verbal equivalent of a navy suit and red tie: attractive, inoffensive and ubiquitous. The problem is that like the navy suits, they are not distinctive and do not convey a sense of the person underneath the uniform.
Her supporters had no trouble conjuring an exciting figure from these wisps of sentiment. Kamala Harris was brat. She was the meme queen. She was joy. But if you were trying to figure out why you should vote for her -- not just against Trump but for her -- she hadn't given you much to work with.
Voters want to know who politicians are. They know the 87-point policy plan will likely be changed or abandoned once in office, so they want to understand how politicians think and what they care about because that tells them what compromises politicians are  likely to make and how they might react in unforeseen crises.
Donald Trump has given voters a clear picture of who he is and what he's likely to do in office  -- a grimly unpresidential picture but at least one in sharp focus. Harris remains fuzzy by comparison. A former Obama official told the New Yorker's Evan Osnos that his current firm spends tens of thousands of dollars every month on lobbyists and yet "all these fancy-pants people, former members of Congress, nobody can tell me conclusively what she believes about anything."
The Harris campaign is asking swing voters to trade the devil they know for someone who seems less chaotic but also harder to read. Undecideds who aren't content to fill in that hazy picture with memes about coconut trees will look  for clues not in the heartwarming pablum of a stump speech but in what Harris has done and what causes she's associated with.
For Harris, many of those cues are liabilities: She's a California liberal associated with an unpopular administration.  In a September New York Times poll, voters were significantly more likely to see Harris as too progressive than to see Trump as too conservative.
If that's what you're worried about, this ad is tailor made to reinforce your worst fears. Here is a picture of a convicted murderer; there is Harris bragging about how hard she worked to get prisoners surgery and about using "the power that I had" for "pushing forward the movement, frankly, and the agenda."
Of course, you can argue that this is the only humane policy and that the ads are ugly and harsh. Which they are. But you have to be in a pretty thick political bubble not to understand that sex-reassignment surgery for murderers will strike a lot of people as insane. Though it probably isn't an issue that many people vote on, it will make them wonder what other unpopular interest-group agendas Harris might push forward if they give her power. And because Harris hasn't given them much sense of who she is and what she wants -- other than the presidency -- it's hard for them to know where she'll draw the line.
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Elon Musk will do anything for his Don
Plus: Reality checks in Texas and Michigan. Biden's lame-duck priority.
By Drew Goins | 2024-10-23
You're reading the Today's Opinions newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
In today's edition:

"Elon Musk, Trump's fellow con man," by Ann Telnaes (The Washington Post)


Listen, you can either sign the petition supporting Donald Trump for a chance to win $1 million, or you can wake up with the severed head of the Twitter bird in your bed. Which is it gonna be?
As cartoonist Ann Telnaes illustrates, Elon Musk is Trump's right-hand con man, increasingly volunteering to do the former president's dirty work. And it's not just the comically large, dubiously legal checks the tech billionaire is sponsoring.
As the Editorial Board writes, Musk is "laying the groundwork to cast doubt on the election results" should his Don lose. His feed on the decapitated social media site he now calls X is a cesspool of misinformation and incitement meant to encourage "vigilante vote-integrity investigations," as the board writes, evidence be damned.
(Musk also tried to pass off as wisdom one of the dumbest things I've ever heard: that "it's a pretty good indicator that if someone uses the word 'disinformation' a lot, they are the ones creating the disinformation." This echoes a passage from Alex Petri's latest piece, which is actually intentionally satire: "The way [Trump] constantly uses dehumanizing language to refer to his enemies doesn't scream 'fascism.' The hysterical people who are opposing him from within scream 'fascism.'")
Gene Robinson diagnoses Musk with an affliction all too common among the tech set: know-it-all syndrome. These billionaires, Gene writes, "prove themselves brilliant at electronic payments or rocket design or whatever, and conclude they are brilliant at everything, including politics and government. They are wrong."
You come into my swing state on the day my president is to be elected, and you ask me for my vote -- for money? That's not brilliant. That's dangerous.
Chaser: Another wonder boy who fell victim to visions of his own genius, Lee Hockstader writes, is French President Emmanuel Macron, whose ambition crumbled on contact with reality.




From another column by Lee Hockstader arguing that Biden's priority during this interregnum must be setting a bold new course on Ukraine.
Lee provides an option for each electoral eventuality. If Trump wins, Lee suggests Biden should approve Ukraine's use of long-range, U.S.-made missiles -- clearance Ukrainians have long sought to strike targets deep in Russian territory and possibly rebalance the war.
"Even a small shift in momentum in Ukraine's favor could help prevent Trump from trying to force Kyiv to submit to Moscow's writ," Lee writes.
If Kamala Harris wins, Lee says Biden should throw his support behind Ukraine's accession to NATO. Beginning this process, he writes, "would set a peace agenda for Harris, albeit a thorny one."
A few political wake-up calls: First, Ted Cruz is pretty reviled in his home state of Texas, but that doesn't mean he won't win another term in the Senate.
In a profile on Colin Allred's tantalizing challenge to Cruz, Karen Tumulty drills down on the perennial challenge for Texas Democrats: "getting people to show up." The state can change demographically all day long, but if people don't show up to vote, Democrats won't benefit.
As one former state senator put it: "Texas is not a red state. It's a blue state that doesn't vote."
Second, Shadi Hamid writes that Harris has a problem with Muslim and Arab voters. Recently a solidly blue constituency, the bloc seems pretty disinclined to vote for Democrats after feeling snubbed or even dehumanized. Shadi writes that the party's response to the war in Gaza "has made it impossible for Muslim and Arab voters to proceed as though this is just another election."
He cites some pretty dramatic figures on how Arab and Muslim Americans could swing the election if Harris doesn't heed this alarm.
Chaser: If demography is destiny, George Will writes, bring on immigration. Amid a global population slump, we're going to need it.
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
Elon loves the checks
Not so big on balances
Stick to tech, despot
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. See you tomorrow!
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Our deepening 'Cold Civil War'
Election Day won't be the end of our political stalemate. Can the country bend without breaking?
By Matt Bai | 2024-10-24

Trump and Biden supporters clash in St. Paul, Minnesota, after the 2020 presidential election results were announced. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post) 


If you're obsessing over the meaning of polls right now, I have a thought exercise for you.
Imagine weighing yourself on the average bathroom scale five times today. (Don't actually do it, because that's unhealthy.) Chances are you'll get several different readings within a few pounds or ounces, because the scale just isn't precise enough to account for tiny variations, and your weight fluctuates in small, meaningless ways over the course of a day.
This is where we are with all this polling right now, in a race that is essentially tied. Anyone who tells you that former president Donald Trump gained a point in some state this week, or that Vice President Kamala Harris just pulled ahead in a national poll, might as well be making things up. Take a poll five times with that kind of margin, and you'll end up with five slightly different results, none of them terribly predictive.
More to the point, the analogy holds true for the electoral system itself. As we found out in 2000, when the fate of the free world came to hang (literally) on a bunch of half-punched holes in Florida, the ballot count itself is hard to know within a minuscule percentage of the vote. In a vast country where more than 150 million people will cast votes, there are always small irregularities and uncertainties -- things that normally get washed away in the larger tide of results, except when a few hundred votes might change the outcome.
Despite what Trump has been saying for four years, this wasn't an issue in 2020, when Joe Biden won by a decisive margin, and when no court in the country lent credence to a single claim of fraud or malfeasance. But things look different this year. It seems possible, even likely, that the final result will be slow in coming and impossibly close, satisfying one side and igniting the other.
What then? Can the country bend without breaking?
The question isn't only relevant if Harris wins. If Trump prevails by half a percentage point in one or two decisive states, it wouldn't be surprising to see a replay of the 2000 scenario. Democrats embraced "resistance" as a rallying cry in 2017 -- and that was long before Trump revealed his truly authoritarian tendencies.
But if Trump narrowly loses, the potential for social unrest is considerably greater; he has already promised as much. This time, he won't be sitting in the White House declining to call off armed mobs of supporters -- he might well be out there urging them on. Republicans in Congress seem cowed enough not only to halt the counting of votes, but also to reject electoral college certification altogether. Restoring order might fall not just to the courts, but to the military as well.
There has been much conjecture that we're steamrolling toward a second civil war, especially if Trump loses, and I don't dismiss the possibility. The country would have to meet armed resistance to a legitimate president-elect with the full force of American law enforcement; anything less would be an invitation to chaos.
But the more likely scenario, I think, is that we continue down the path of what I've called a "Cold Civil War": a standoff without recognized borders or battlefields, but rather where one side controls the apparatus of the federal government and the other resides in a loose confederacy of resistance. A kind of secession has been happening for a while now already. This time it's not a regional or physical thing, with seized armories and all of that. It's more of a cultural revolt, where rural or urban communities, depending on which political party is in charge, see themselves as living outside the jurisdiction of a hostile government.
We glimpsed the beginnings of this during the pandemic of 2020, when some conservative states opposed the federal guidelines for masking and even vaccinations. We've seen it in the "sanctuary cities" where leftist local governments have declared themselves outside the reach of federal policy. We've seen it, too, in this period after the fall of Roe v. Wade, when a loose confederacy of states has aggressively tried to wipe out abortion access within their borders -- while liberal parents balk at sending their children to college across the cultural battle lines in Texas or Tennessee.
None of this happened overnight. Historians in the future will point to decades of election maps that grew steadily more bifurcated between blue urban centers and red oceans between them; if you're in your 30s or early 40s today, you might not remember a presidential election that didn't feel somehow unresolved, an ellipsis bridging one campaign cycle and the next.
I used to think detente in this conflict was possible, if only we had leaders who were up to the job. But I watched as Barack Obama and Biden tried to lessen the divide and failed; I had my quibbles with both, but I considered their decency and patriotism to be self-evident. I was stunned the first time I saw a "F--- Biden" sign in a yard in rural Virginia. I realized that the president himself was almost irrelevant to the sentiment. To lose an election now is to opt out of the shared American project altogether and wait for redemption.
I don't know if Harris can do any better -- though I'm pretty sure she's serious about trying. What we do know is that, win or lose, Trump will exploit the fracture for his own aims. In the past week, two of his most senior aides in the White House -- both decorated generals -- have called him a fascist, which is truly astounding. Trump seems inclined to turn the Cold Civil War into a hot one, and that should terrify us.
The right leader might not prevent our cultural secession. The wrong one will almost certainly make it something worse.
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If Trump is really a fascist, then call me a fool
His former advisers only say this because they had a bad time working for him!
By Alexandra Petri | 2024-10-23

Former president Donald Trump speaks during a campaign rally in Greensboro, North Carolina, on Tuesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) 


Look, now two of Donald Trump's top advisers (who had apparently been trapped in cryogenic sleep until just moments ago) have gone on the record saying that the former president is "fascist to the core" (former Joint Chiefs of Staff chairman Gen. Mark A. Milley) and "certainly falls into the general definition of fascist" (former chief of staff John F. Kelly).
They only think this because they worked with Trump for years, apparently spending much of their time preventing him from sending troops against the American people, deflecting his multiple requests for military parades and repeatedly explaining to him that you do not, under any circumstances, have to hand it to Adolf Hitler.
But remember: Donald Trump has said he's not!
Remember, he did not send any troops against the American people, mostly, and when he did, it was because there was a very important photo op at stake. He didn't specify that the people doing the military parades should walk in any particular type of step. Unlike Hitler, who made all his remarks in German, Trump speaks English, and he appears in color in most footage, not black and white, as with previous fascists. That he fits the dictionary definition of fascism means nothing; does Trump look like a man who reads the dictionary?
On the one hand, Kelly described him as someone who knows stunningly little about this country and thinks the government ought to be personally loyal to him instead of the Constitution. But, on the other hand, maybe that's innovation. Perhaps what is constitutional should fluctuate every day based on mood, like Trump's net worth. Another idea: Let's ask the Supreme Court and see what they say -- I'm sure they'd tell us if Trump needed to reel it in.
The way he constantly uses dehumanizing language to refer to his enemies doesn't scream "fascism." The hysterical people who are opposing him from within scream "fascism."
Who am I going to believe: these disgruntled former employees or Donald Trump himself (who keeps saying that he needs generals who are more like Hitler's generals)? Besides, all the people who said he was a dangerous fascist who they were tired of trying to stop don't even work for him anymore -- so, if anything, the fascist thing was just a problem then.
All the people around him now say his ideas are great. So it sounds like that got resolved.
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A Republican and a former Air Force colonel decry voter suppression
Plus: Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin draws ire; a reader in Japan shares her frustrating experience.
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-10-23

Early voting begins in Miami on Monday. (Lynne Sladky/AP) 


The Oct. 10 article "Republicans challenge legitimacy of overseas ballots" highlights the new Republican Party strategy of challenging voters on several fronts. What a disservice to Americans everywhere.
The Overseas Citizens Voting Rights Act of 1975 opened the door for both political parties to organize and facilitate voting for all Americans, no matter their location. We at Republicans Abroad worked with Democrats Abroad and the State Department (through our embassies and consulates) to locate Americans overseas and ensure that they had the opportunity to vote. Yes, we worked hard to get our own candidates elected, but it was in service of all Americans' rights.
With the help and encouragement of President Ronald Reagan and Vice President George H.W. Bush, we founded organizations in more than 60 countries. The logistics are difficult but worth the effort: Americans abroad must register to vote, request an absentee ballot from their state, wait for the ballot to arrive, vote and return the ballot in time to be counted. We worked with dozens of state governments to facilitate (and often speed up) the process. Most states, when they realized the number of their people living abroad, were very cooperative.
Our organization was considered a prime example of democracy in action. For decades, the military has been doing a fantastic job of facilitating our troops' ability to vote in the elections of the country they are fighting for. When we added civilians to that equation, many countries took notice. In the 1980s, several foreign leaders asked me to help them set up overseas voting processes.
It is true that the overseas vote can make a very big difference. Americans living abroad are a large and diverse group who want their voices heard and their votes counted. Many come from swing states.
Attempting to undermine the overseas vote appears to be one of many tactics setting the stage for denying the election results. One wonders why the Pennsylvania congressmen who filed a lawsuit seeking increased scrutiny of overseas votes feel this is necessary.
If today's Republican Party had the standards, ethics and programs of the Reagan era, it would not need to find problems that don't exist.
Lois Burke Shepard, Easton, Maryland
The writer was director of overseas voting for the Reagan-Bush ticket in 1980 and 1984.
Regarding the Oct. 15 article "GOP lawsuits targeting overseas voting draw ire of military personnel":
Allow me to add my voice to the list of military members and veterans who are appalled over the lawsuit brought by six Pennsylvania Republican congressmen challenging the legitimacy of ballots from service members stationed overseas. We serve -- at home and abroad -- to preserve and protect the right to vote in elections. Why, then, do these congressmen work to deny us that basic right?
I have 30 years of active-duty service in the U.S. armed forces, 10 years of which I served overseas. I proudly voted in each election during that time and urged those in my command to do the same. We must not lose that privilege.
Richard A. Riegel, Bethesda
The writer is a retired Air Force colonel.
I'm an American who lives in Japan, and I just want to say it is ridiculous how hard it is to vote from abroad. I pay U.S. taxes. I am an American citizen. It is infuriating that those of us in this position have to spend so much time just to obtain ballots.
I offer my own experience as an example. I registered to vote via the Center for U.S. Voters Abroad Turnout Project. I submitted information online on Aug. 4. Three days later, I received an email requesting I mail the exact same information. I sent this. I was then told my ballot was ready. But I never got it. Eventually, I was redirected to Florida, where I am registered to vote. Finally, this week, I received a ballot.
I have spent months trying to navigate this process. I hope that someone, somewhere, values my ballot.
Heather Hutchinson, Higashiyamato, Japan
Regarding Michael Ramirez's Sept. 17 cartoon, "Voter I.D.":
Mr. Ramirez depicted a convenience store clerk listing all the things requiring an I.D. before stating that voting isn't one of them. However, plenty of people do not buy alcohol, cigarettes, pornography or lottery tickets but do want to vote. Not all of them have a driver's license. A fair chunk of them (e.g., those in rural African American communities on the Eastern Shore) were born at home with a midwife and never acquired a birth certificate. They still want to vote.
One party howls about the canard of millions of undocumented immigrants voting in federal elections. Yet, even the Heritage Foundation found only 24 instances of noncitizens voting -- nationwide -- between 2003 and 2023. That's barely one incident per year in the entire United States. Why would a noncitizen risk arrest and deportation for a single vote? By contrast, we can be sure many thousands of people every year struggle to obtain documentation to register to vote due to homelessness or fire or flood.
Meanwhile, ballots from abroad are at risk. I worked in the Peace Corps in Africa in the 1980s and was frustrated with overseas ballots that wouldn't arrive until it was too late.
There is no evidence of any significant voter fraud problems but plenty of evidence of significant voter suppression. Mr. Ramirez would do well to keep that in mind.
Jacqueline Coolidge, Chevy Chase
Regarding the Oct. 10 front-page article "Records reveal few noncitizen votes in Va.":
Recent boasting by Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) of purging state voter rolls provides further evidence of his descent into strict alignment with the GOP's cynical national election strategy, heedless of its harm to Virginians.
By solving a non-problem, he has created an actual one: risking disenfranchisement of legal voters. His executive order also prompted a lawsuit from the Justice Department, which the state will have to defend at taxpayers' expense.
Mr. Youngkin's efforts also serve a dual GOP objective: to amplify baseless "dangerous immigrants" hysteria while raising doubts about the validity of election outcomes, greasing the skids for challenging any results unfavorable to Republican candidates.
Mr. Youngkin's visage as the protector of election integrity who will "prosecute" illegal voting conduct is an insult to the intelligence of Virginia voters. We see him energetically promoting the candidacy of former president Donald Trump, whose lies about the results of the 2020 election have become a Republican litmus test. We see him parroting the "big lie" for election deniers nationwide. As for prosecuting illegal voting conduct, Mr. Youngkin has called efforts to hold Mr. Trump accountable "weaponization" of our justice system.
I wonder whether Mr. Youngkin, our highest-ranking state leader and role model, has ever considered what he is so vigorously modeling to Virginians? He apparently believes that lying, cheating and denying legitimate election results should not be held to account but instead celebrated as qualifiers for the nation's highest elected office -- so long as the candidate belongs to the right party. Tribe is everything, and honesty and integrity matter less than winning.
Mr. Youngkin often poses as a moderate, but unfortunately for Virginians, he has aligned with an extremist strategy that values only winning. All the fleece in the world cannot conceal this disturbing fact.
James Lindsay, Arlington
Since election integrity is a timely and important issue -- and at present, we might trust our banks more than we trust our election processes -- why not pilot an ATM-based "Election Week" instead of Election Day?
Legal voters would request and receive a voter ATM card in the mail with instructions on how to activate it and set a PIN, just as one would for a debit or credit card. Overseas residents could be included, and our active-duty military could easily cast votes on their bases -- or at banks and credit unions, grocery stores and convenience stores, anywhere in the world. Election Week could be Nov. 1-7, when all American voters could go to any ATM and cast their votes. The card would no longer be active after its use, but it could be saved for future elections. Previews of ballots could be made available online to reduce traffic at ATMs, which tend to be conveniently open 24/7.
An accounting firm could be contracted in each state or territory to affordably and efficiently certify the cumulative ATM results with a record of each and every vote, but no personal identification would match individuals to how they voted. Each firm could share these data with their cities, villages, townships, states, territories and our federal government between 6:15 and 6:45 p.m. on a new Election Day, Nov. 7. All ATMs could be equipped with the latest cybersecurity to create an environment in which there could be no credible threat to an election. Perhaps the ATM receipts could include a touch of nostalgia and print an "I Voted" temporary tattoo.
Michael A. Noga, Lexington, Kentucky
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Fernando Valenzuela was a trailblazer for Latinos -- and all of baseball
As the Dodgers head into the World Series, the "bull from Etchohuaquila" will surely be watching.
By Leon Krauze | 2024-10-23

Pitcher Fernando Valenzuela winds up during a 1985 game at Dodger Stadium in Los Angeles. (Rick Stewart/Getty Images)


Fernando Valenzuela was my childhood idol. Like many Mexican kids of my generation, I grew up watching him pitch, mesmerized by his calm demeanor and his peculiar windup: gazing skyward before delivering an indecipherable screwball.
In 1981, my father promised me a trip to Los Angeles to see Valenzuela in person if I earned good grades. Against all odds, we made it to Dodger Stadium. The entire place seemed to reverberate with Fernando's name.
Valenzuela died at the age of 63 on Tuesday, three days before the start of the World Series between the Yankees and his beloved Dodgers.
The last time these two iconic teams clashed in the World Series was in 1981. That season remains etched in history for many reasons, but none is more memorable than the rise of Valenzuela himself and the phenomenon known as "Fernandomania."
The 1981 season was extraordinary for the Dodgers, not only because of their championship win but also because of Valenzuela, then a 20-year-old left-handed youngster from Etchohuaquila, a small town in the Mexican state of Sonora. He began his first full electrifying season in Los Angeles with an incredible streak, winning his first eight starts, with five shutouts.
Valenzuela was a sensation. Wherever the Dodgers played, stadiums often sold out to see him pitch. Millions followed his games in the United States and Mexico, where he became an idol almost overnight. His success resonated deeply with the Hispanic community in Los Angeles, bridging a divide between the Dodgers and Latino fans, many of whom still remembered the painful evictions decades earlier for the construction of Dodger Stadium at Chavez Ravine.
Though other Latino players had been popular, Valenzuela graced magazine covers, appeared on television shows and became a sought-after figure for endorsements. He became an ambassador for baseball and a trailblazer for generations of Latino athletes.
Through it all, he smiled with an endearing shyness.
The peak of Valenzuela's incredible season came during the 1981 World Series. The Dodgers and the Yankees faced off in a rematch of the 1977 and 1978 Series, both of which New York had won.
The Dodgers lost the first two games in New York. A third loss, and in Los Angeles, might have been insurmountable. But manager Tommy Lasorda trusted his star rookie with the ball.
At 20, Valenzuela became one of the youngest pitchers to start a World Series game. Facing giants such as Dave Winfield and Reggie Jackson, he must have felt enormous pressure. He didn't show it. Despite early struggles with his command, Valenzuela dug deep, pitching a complete game and leading the Dodgers to a 5-4 victory. By the end, he had thrown an astounding 146 pitches, unheard of in the game today. Game 3 shifted the series' momentum.
The Dodgers went on to win the final three games -- winning their first championship since 1965. For Dodgers fans, especially the Los Angeles Hispanic community, the title held even greater significance.
Thirty-five years later, while working in Los Angeles, I had the chance to interview Valenzuela, who had gone on to become a beloved commentator for the Dodgers. Meeting him felt surreal. I still remembered the excitement surrounding the young man from Sonora who could barely speak English yet captivated two countries at once. I could recite the full 1981 Dodgers lineup from memory.
I asked him how he had managed the immense pressure of Game 3. Valenzuela, a man of few words, simply tapped his left arm and said, "I knew what I had here."
He had studied the Yankees' hitters and was ready for the challenge. His left arm became a symbol of resilience, and the "bull from Etchohuaquila" secured his place in baseball history.
Jack Flaherty, a pitcher who grew up a few miles from Dodger Stadium, will start for the Dodgers on Friday. Perhaps, during his windup, he might briefly glance toward the sky.
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Elon Musk, Trump's fellow con man
Ann Telnaes cartoon about Elon Musk as Trump's fellow con man.
By Ann Telnaes | 2024-10-23

(Ann Telnaes/The Washington Post) 
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When will headlines reflect Trump's deterioration? I answered your questions.
Jennifer Rubin's chat is every other Wednesday at 12 p.m. Eastern. Read the transcript from Oct. 23.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-10-23




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/10/23/jennifer-rubin-live-chat/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The fentanyl epidemic might be easing. Here's how to keep up the progress.
It is too early to know any one explanation, but the battle has been wide-ranging. 
By Editorial Board | 2024-10-23

Boxes of Narcan sit on the top of a refrigerator in case of an overdose in Lexington, Kentucky, on May 23. (Michael Swensen for The Washington Post) 


Drug overdose deaths from synthetic opioids -- primarily fentanyl -- are starting to decline in the United States, offering hope that countermeasures are working. But it is too soon to pinpoint why. The response, then, is to keep doing everything.
Synthetic opioids are painkillers made in a laboratory that act on the same targets in the brain as natural opioids such as morphine and codeine. One of them, fentanyl, which is 50 times more potent than heroin, has spurred the deadliest drug epidemic in American history, driving the sharp rise in overdose deaths in recent years. Fentanyl-involved opioid deaths increased more than 23-fold over the past decade, and more than doubled during the pandemic, increasing from 36,359 in 2019 to 73,838 in 2021. Deaths began to climb in 2013, when traffickers began mixing illicit fentanyl with other drugs, including heroin, counterfeit pain pills and cocaine. In some instances, drug users have no idea that fentanyl has been added. It takes only about 2 milligrams of fentanyl to overdose.
Synthetic opioid overdose deaths peaked at 77,695 in the 12-month period ending in mid-2023. The latest provisional data from states and compiled by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's National Vital Statistics System shows synthetic opioid deaths fell to 63,401 in the 12 months ending in May, the latest statistics available. Overall drug overdose deaths have also started to decline. In some localities, the declines have been steep, such as a 22 percent decline in fatal overdoses during the first nine months of this year in King County, Washington, which includes Seattle. According to the CDC, other states that reported large drops in overdose deaths from May 2023 to May 2024 included North Carolina, down by 48.8 percent and Nebraska, down 28.7 percent. Maryland was down 11.25 percent; Virginia down 22.2 percent; and D.C. down 4.1 percent.
It is too early to know any one explanation, but the battle against the opioid epidemic has been wide-ranging. Last year, the Food and Drug Administration approved the first over-the-counter sales of the emergency opioid overdose medication naloxone, commonly known as Narcan, a nasal spray that could be having a significant impact on slowing the death rate. The federal government has also provided billions of dollars in grants to states and tribes to supply naloxone and fentanyl test strips, which allow users to test drugs for the opioid before using them.
New discoveries might help even more. In the American Chemical Society journal ACS Central Science, researchers from the Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory identified a new compound to counteract fentanyl and related opioids, finding that subetadex, developed over 20 years ago but not previously tested against fentanyl, might be more effective than naloxone. Naloxone does not remain active in the body for long and needs to be frequently readministered, with a half-life of 30 minutes to 80 minutes. But subetadex has a half-life of about 7.5 hours. Also, in laboratory tests in rats, subetadex reduced recovery times for fentanyl overdoses from about 35 minutes to 17 minutes.
Another factor in the statistics: Intensified efforts to block illicit fentanyl at the border might be slowing the supply -- including seizures of fentanyl at ports of entry, increased sanctions on people and companies tied to the global drug trade, the capture of Mexican cartel leaders and a pledge from China to curb exports of chemicals used to make synthetic drugs. Also, harm-reduction programs such as providing fentanyl test strips and sterile syringes might be helping, as well as treatment programs for opioid abuse disorder and public awareness campaigns, such as the Drug Enforcement Administration's "One Pill Can Kill" and the CDC's "Stop Overdose."
It is possible that broader forces are also at work. The end of the coronavirus pandemic cut the despair and stress that drove some to drug use. Even so, the fight needs to be sustained on every front: reducing the supply, providing treatment, boosting public awareness and expanding harm reduction programs.
At its peak, fentanyl overdoses became a leading cause of death for young Americans between 18 and 45 years old. After devastating and torrid increases in the death toll year after year, it is encouraging to see the trend change direction. But the epidemic persists, and so must the effort to end it.
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Biden has a 76-day window after the election to get Ukraine right
Biden should set a bold course after the election, no matter who wins on Nov. 5.
By Lee Hockstader | 2024-10-23

President Joe Biden meets with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky at the White House on Sept. 26. (Win McNamee/Getty Images) 


PARIS -- Ukraine and its allies are braced for impact ahead of the U.S. presidential election, gaming out scenarios for what Donald Trump or Kamala Harris might do. An equally urgent question is what President Joe Biden might do for Ukraine, no matter who wins on Nov. 5.
Biden will remain in office for 76 days after the election -- a lame duck but not an impotent one. On Ukraine, he'd be wise to use the interregnum as an opportunity to turn the tables on Russian dictator Vladimir Putin in a war tilting in Russia's direction.
First, consider what Biden could do to shift the war's momentum in the event of a Trump victory.
Under a scenario much discussed among Washington's NATO allies in Europe, Biden could immediately authorize Kyiv to unleash long-range strikes using U.S.-supplied Army Tactical Missile Systems, known as ATACMS, deep inside Russian territory. President Volodymyr Zelensky has sought that permission for months, as a means to strike Russian air bases and other targets Moscow uses to attack Ukrainian territory.
Biden has resisted allowing those attacks, for fear of provoking Russian escalation. But Putin's saber-rattling has proved empty so far, and Biden could justify that move now on several reasonable grounds.
He could cite Moscow's scorched-earth campaign to destroy Ukrainian power plants and other civilian targets, which provides a legal and moral basis for Kyiv to defend itself. Washington can and should do more to help Ukraine defend itself from widely expected, fresh Russian attacks on energy infrastructure that would leave Ukrainians shivering this winter.
Biden could also point to Putin's intensifying hybrid offensive on NATO territory -- a concerted strategy featuring sabotage, drone incursions, assassination plots and electronic jamming of civilian aviation in Europe. NATO officials believe there is also a growing Russian threat to sever critical undersea cables that power the internet.
So far, Washington and its allies have chewed their nails trying to formulate a defense. It's time they demonstrated that the Kremlin faces consequences for its actions.
"It's important to put a price on certain behaviors," Camille Grand, a French former top NATO official now at the European Council on Foreign Relations, told me. "All these things should not go unnoticed and unpunished."
Even a small shift in momentum in Ukraine's favor could help prevent Trump from trying to force Kyiv to submit to Moscow's writ. Some congressional Republicans might be reluctant to undercut Zelensky, and by implication Washington's NATO partners, at the very moment Ukraine is gaining momentum.
Britain and France would likely support allowing Ukraine to hit Russian territory with Western-made missiles, which travel much faster than Ukrainian-made drones. London and Paris have supplied their own long-range missiles for Kyiv's arsenal, but they contain U.S.-made parts, meaning they cannot be launched without Washington's say-so.
Biden's approval could also give political cover to German Chancellor Olaf Scholz to send Ukraine Berlin's own Taurus long-range missiles, a precise, bunker-busting munition with a range of roughly 300 miles, compared with about 200 miles for ATACMS.
A green light for missiles is not a panacea. The Kremlin has moved some potential targets deeper inside Russian territory, beyond the range of Western missiles. But if the world has learned anything in this war, it's that Kyiv has found ways to leverage its available assets to maximize the price Putin pays.
Now consider what Biden could do to assist Ukraine if Harris wins -- and help her in the bargain.
Critically, he could at last align the United States with NATO allies who favor granting Kyiv a formal invitation to join the alliance, beyond the bloc's vague support for Ukraine's "irreversible" path toward membership.
That would put pressure on Germany to follow suit, along with two smaller holdouts, Hungary and Slovakia. It would be a first step toward a security guarantee that could coax Ukraine toward a peace deal on realistic terms and signal to Putin that his neo-imperialist fantasy of subjugating Ukraine is doomed.
Even with a formal invitation to join NATO, Ukraine's accession could take years. Still, it would set a peace agenda for Harris, albeit a thorny one.
In coordination with the alliance, she would need to hammer out terms for defending the non-occupied territory of a new member state whose borders have been breached by Russia. No small task, but it would further incentivize European members to pump up defense spending and capabilities, the only credible deterrence to future Russian aggression.
Whatever Biden's achievements in rallying the Western alliance, Congress and the American people to Ukraine's cause, the result -- a war of attrition lasting nearly three years so far -- is a poor facsimile of success. After the election, he will have a final shot to put Ukraine in the best possible position. He should use it.
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Alsobrooks has clear lead in Maryland Senate race, Post-UMD poll finds
The poll finds 52 percent of likely voters support Democrat Angela Alsobrooks, while 40 percent support Republican Larry Hogan.
By Scott Clement, Emily Guskin, Erin Cox | 2024-10-24

Maryland Senate candidates Angela Alsobrooks (D) and Larry Hogan (R) debate earlier this month. (Michael Ciesielski Photography/Maryland Public Television/AP) 


Democrat Angela D. Alsobrooks maintains a clear lead in Maryland's closely watched U.S. Senate race, fueled by voters' lopsided preference for Democrats to control the chamber and doubts that Republican Larry Hogan would buck the will of party leaders, according to a Washington Post-University of Maryland poll.
The Post-UMD poll finds that 52 percent of likely voters support Alsobrooks, the Prince George's County Executive, while 40 percent support former governor Hogan, and 4 percent support Libertarian Mike Scott. Alsobrooks's lead of 12 percentage points is similar to her 11-point advantage in a September Post-UMD poll.
While behind in the poll, Hogan is outperforming the top of his party's ticket in the deeply Democratic state. In the presidential race, Vice President Kamala Harris holds a lead of 61 percent to 33 percent over former president Donald Trump, just shy of Joe Biden's 33-point winning margin in 2020.
Maryland's Senate race is the costliest in state history, as Republicans target the historically blue seat as a potential pickup opportunity. It is a must-win contest if Democrats are to retain their narrow 51-seat majority in the chamber, as Republicans are favored to flip Democratic-held seats in West Virginia and Montana, while all GOP incumbents are favored to win reelection, according to the Cook Political Report.
Democratic control of the Senate has been a chief campaign message for Alsobrooks as she seeks to fend off Hogan's attempt at an upset by reminding voters that his election could put Republicans in charge. The poll finds 59 percent of Maryland's likely voters want Democrats to control the Senate, compared with 34 percent who want it to be Republican-led. Among those who favor Democratic control, more than 8 in 10 support Alsobrooks.
Hogan has overcome sizable poll deficits before, winning by four percentage points in 2014 after polling showed him down by nine percentage points in early October of that year. The new Post-UMD poll shows that most voters remember his two terms in office fondly and that his focus on pocketbook issues still resonates: About 7 in 10 registered voters approve of the way he performed as governor, and more voters say Hogan would do a better job than Alsobrooks handling the economy, voters' top issue.
Despite that, Hogan's personal favorable ratings have fallen to 51 percent, down from 64 percent in a March Post-UMD poll, which also showed him leading lesser-known Alsobrooks in a hypothetical matchup.
Hogan has not persuaded enough voters that he would be an independent voice in the Senate. The poll finds that 38 percent of voters think Hogan would act independently of Republican leaders if elected to the U.S. Senate, while 49 percent say he would support the policies of Republican leaders.
"People can appreciate the work he did as governor but just not see him as the strongest fit for this particular job," said Michael Hanmer, a professor and director of the University of Maryland's Center for Democracy and Civic Engagement. Hanmer pointed out that Alsobrooks's campaign ads highlight this dynamic, depicting former Hogan voters who now say they cannot support him because a Republican-controlled Senate could confirm the next Supreme Court justices and enact abortion restrictions.
Alsobrooks has also successfully leveraged Marylanders' strong support for abortion rights, which has been animating Democratic across the country. Three-quarters of Maryland voters say abortion should be legal in most or all cases. About twice as many voters say Alsobrooks would do a better job handling the issue than Hogan (53 percent to 26 percent).
Hogan sought to defuse attacks on his abortion rights record in May by describing himself as "pro-choice" for the first time and saying he would work to restore Roe v. Wade as the law of the land. Alsobrooks and groups allied with her have criticized Hogan for vetoing a 2022 bill that expanded abortion access and refusing to spend millions designed to train more abortion providers.
Voters appear skeptical or uncertain about his views on the issue, with 23 percent saying they think he would support abortion rights as a senator, 31 percent saying he would support abortion restrictions and 40 percent saying they are not sure how he would handle abortion.
"I think the Dobbs decision is really important for this race," Hanmer said, referring to the 2022 Supreme Court ruling that eliminated the constitutional right to abortion. "This was a major shift in the rights that women have in the country."
More than 4 in 10 Maryland voters (44 percent) say abortion is extremely important in their vote, ranking behind the economy at 52 percent but similar to crime and safety (47 percent) and health care (46 percent) as key considerations. Voters rank abortion slightly above taxes (40 percent) and significantly above immigration (37 percent).
More voters think Alsobrooks would do a better job handling health care than Hogan, 46 percent compared with 35 percent, an 11-point margin. But by a nine-point margin, voters think Hogan would do a better job on the economy and taxes. By a slight five-point margin, voters think the Republican would do better on crime and safety, the poll finds.
Hogan appears to have weaker support among both Democrats and independents than in his 2018 reelection race for governor, which relied on a coalition of voters to cross party lines in a state where registered Democrats outnumber Republicans by more than 2 to 1. The poll finds Democrats favor Alsobrooks by 77 percent to Hogan's 17 percent. An October 2018 Post-UMD poll found Hogan drawing 35 percent support among registered Democrats against Democratic challenger Ben Jealous.
Among voters registered as independent or with a third party, Hogan holds a narrow seven-point edge over Alsobrooks, a sharp contrast from 2018, when he led Jealous by 43 points among independent voters. This year, Scott, the Libertarian candidate, garners 10 percent support from registered independents.
Hogan lacks unified support from Republicans: 84 percent support him, while 8 percent back Alsobrooks, and 6 percent support Scott. Only 1 percent of registered Democrats support the Libertarian candidate.
Alsobrooks enjoys her widest levels of support in the Democratic strongholds of Baltimore City (77 percent to 18 percent over Hogan) and her home of Prince George's County (76 percent to 15 percent). She also has 65 percent of voter support in Montgomery County, compared with Hogan's 29 percent.
Hogan performs better in the more rural Eastern Shore and Southern Maryland, leading Alsobrooks by 56 percent to 36 percent. In populous Central Maryland, which historically has become a battleground and includes the counties around Baltimore City, Hogan has a slight lead, with 48 percent to Alsobrooks's 42 percent.
The poll was conducted Oct. 17-22 by The Post and the University of Maryland's Center for Democracy and Civic Engagement among 1,000 Maryland registered voters randomly sampled from a statewide voter database. Fifty-nine percent of interviews were reached by live callers to cellphones and 18 percent on landlines, and 23 percent were completed online via a text invitation. All registered voters were assigned a probability of voting; both registered voter and likely voter results have a margin of error of plus or minus 3.6 percentage points.
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A guide to the 2024 Maryland general election: What to know before you vote
Early voting in Maryland starts Thursday, with a competitive race for the state's open Senate seat and eight congressional seats on the ballot.
By Dana Munro | 2024-10-24

A Maryland voter drops his ballot into a drop box in Silver Spring in 2022. (Robb Hill for The Washington Post)


Early voting starts Thursday in Maryland, with former governor Larry Hogan (R) and Prince George's County Executive Angela Alsobrooks (D) competing for the state's open Senate seat and all eight congressional district seats on the ballot, including three where the incumbents are not seeking reelection. In an election year where women's reproductive rights have factored heavily into several races, Maryland voters will also decide whether the state should enshrine reproductive choice in the Maryland Constitution.
Here's what to know about the Nov. 5 election as voters start casting ballots.
U.S. Sen. Ben Cardin (D) is not seeking reelection, which has led to a competitive race to fill the seat that Democrats have held for decades. Alsobrooks and Hogan have raised record amounts in the contest that also includes Libertarian Mike Scott and five independent candidates.
Maryland's most competitive congressional race is in the 6th District, where Democrat April McClain Delaney and Republican Neil C. Parrott are vying to replace Rep. David Trone (D), who is not seeking reelection. The race in the once-reliably blue district that stretches from Garrett County in the western part of the state to the edge of Montgomery County has attracted attention from both national parties.
Rep. Andy Harris (R), who represents the Eastern Shore, will face Democrat Blane H. Miller III and Libertarian Joshua W. O'Brien in the race for the 1st District seat. In the state's 5th District -- covering portions of Prince George's and Anne Arundel counties and all of Charles, St. Mary's and Calvert counties -- voters will choose between Rep. Steny H. Hoyer (D) and Michelle Talkington (R).
Rep. Glenn Ivey (D) will compete with Republican George McDermott in the 4th District, which stretches from the Burtonsville area south to the Fort Washington area. In District 7, which includes much of Baltimore City, Rep. Kweisi Mfume (D) will face off against Republican Scott M. Collier and Libertarian Ronald M. Owens-Bey. Cheryl Riley (R) and Nancy Wallace of the Green Party will attempt to unseat Rep. Jamie Raskin (D) who represents the state's 8th District in the southern portion of Montgomery County.
Reps. C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger, John Sarbanes and Trone, all Democrats, are giving up seats in Districts 2, 3 and 6, respectively.
In the 2nd District, Baltimore County Executive John "Johnny O" Olszewski Jr. (D), Kim Klacik (R) and Jasen Joseph Wunder (Libertarian) are vying to represent the area that straddles Carroll and Baltimore counties.
In the state's 3rd District, state Sen. Sarah Elfreth (D), Robert J. Steinberger (R), and Miguel Barajas (Libertarian) are competing to represent the area that includes Howard County and a large swath of Anne Arundel County.
In Prince George's County, a special election is being held to fill former councilman Mel Franklin's at-large seat on the County Council. District 5 council member Jolene Ivey, a Democrat, and Michael Riker, a Republican, are vying for that position.
Maryland ballots also include a variety of races for judges and board of education positions.
The departure of Cardin, who held the Senate seat since 2007, leaves a rare vacancy for Maryland in a deeply divided Senate, where Democrats hold a slight majority.
Those stakes have led to record amounts of campaign donations and other financial support on both sides, costing at least six times more than the state's last contest for an open Senate seat, according to the most recent campaign finance reports.
Hogan, who remains popular in the state after two terms as governor, has made the once reliably blue seat competitive, though Alsobrooks has led in recent polls.
The former governor has worked to appeal to independent voters and moderate Democrats by casting himself as an anti-Trump maverick who would not go along with his party on key issues, including abortion. Hogan has said he would work to restore the federal protections under Roe v. Wade before it was reversed by the U.S. Supreme Court.
Alsobrooks has sought to connect Hogan with Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump while warning voters that a Republican majority in the Senate would mean further restrictions on women's reproductive rights, among other GOP goals. In her bid to become the first Black woman to represent Maryland in the Senate, Alsobrooks has also highlighted her friendship with Vice President Kamala Harris, the Democratic nominee who would be the first Black and Indian American woman to be president.
Delaney (D) and Parrott (R) are vying to replace Trone (D) who gave up the seat to run for Senate. Recent polls show that the contest is deadlocked.
Delaney -- whose husband, former congressman John Delaney, once represented the 6th District -- has worked in the Biden administration's Commerce Department. Parrott represented Washington County in the Maryland House of Delegates.
Delaney centered her campaign around reproductive rights. Parrott has refrained from discussing the issue, instead highlighting border security, while calling for a more sophisticated border infrastructure.
At-Large Prince George's County Council member Franklin resigned in June, two months before he pleaded guilty to a felony theft scheme where he used at least $130,000 in campaign finance funds for personal expenses and, then, falsified his campaign finance reports.
Jolene Ivey, who chairs the Prince George's County Council and represents District 5, won her party's special primary election in August to replace Franklin while Riker won his party's special primary election.
Ivey, who is married to Rep. Glenn Ivey (D), says she will continue to push for early childhood initiatives and rent stabilization, according to her website.
Riker, a former police officer, promises to work to involve parents more heavily in the county's education system and encourage businesses to invest in community development, according to his website.
Maryland voters will decide whether to amend the state's constitution to make reproductive choice a fundamental right.
The proposed change, which appears as Question 1 on the ballot, would make it more challenging for the government to place restrictions on reproductive choice, said Erin Bradley, chair of Freedom in Reproduction -- Maryland.
The ballot question includes language that Bradley said would apply a "strict scrutiny test" to any future efforts to restrict reproductive choice.
"It's extremely difficult for any law to overcome this standard," she said. "That last sentence creates an even stronger barrier for future legislation that could try to restrict access."
Early voting will be available every day between Thursday, Oct. 24 and Thursday, Oct. 31. Voters can cast a ballot any time between 7 a.m. and 8 p.m.
Eligible residents may register and vote at early voting centers. Those who haven't yet registered need to bring a state-issued license, an ID card, change of address card, paycheck, bank statement, utility bill or other government document with the voter's name and address.
Montgomery County voters have 14 early voting centers to choose from while Prince George's voters have 11. The full lists of early voting centers and Election Day polling places are available on the county websites. Residents participating in early voting must go to an early voting center in their county. Those who vote on Election Day can find their assigned polling place on their local Board of Elections website.
Registered voters can also cast mail-in ballots. Requests to get ballots through the mail or by fax must be received by Tuesday, Oct. 29.
Voters must send the ballot through the mail postmarked on or before Election Day. Mail-in ballots can also be hand-delivered to the voter's local board of elections or deposited in designated drop boxes until 8 p.m. on Election Day.
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D.C.-area forecast: Much cooler today and remaining brisk through the weekend
Chances for rain remain minimal.
By David Streit | 2024-10-24

Peak foliage on 28th Street NW in the District on Tuesday. (Jeanette.Cook/Flickr)


A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
7/10: On the cool side and winds are brisk. Go without a jacket at your own risk.
Cooler air sweeps into the area today and, before we have much of a warm up, another cold front pushes through Saturday. Chances for rain remain minimal and it is likely that our dry streak continues for at least another week. It's beautiful weather but we could use an overnight soaker soon.
Today (Thursday): Scattered clouds at dawn quickly sweep off to the east along a weak cool front. Highs only in the 60s coupled with a breeze from the north gusting to 25 mph remind us it is fall. Confidence: Medium-High
Tonight: Winds quickly drop off as darkness settles in. Lows drop to the upper 30s and low 40s. Confidence: High
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast through the weekend...




Tomorrow (Friday): Sunshine is plentiful as light winds shift to come out of the southwest. This warms us up a bit with highs in the mid- to upper 60s (near 70 downtown). Confidence: High
Tomorrow night: Clouds increase as the next cool front approaches. South winds remain light. It is possible that a sprinkle or a shower could pop up near dawn but most stay dry. Confidence: Medium-High
Clouds should break up Saturday morning with a mainly clear afternoon likely. Cooler air is filtering into the area on brisk winds from the north, which should lead to a shower of leaves but not of rain. Highs still range through the 60s. Overnight lows are mainly upper 30s to low 40s under clear skies and diminishing winds. Confidence: Medium-High
Sunday and Monday are pretty much clones with cooler than normal temperatures, mainly sunny skies and light winds. Highs are in the upper 50s to low 60s and lows are in the 30s. Confidence: Medium-High
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A week before election, Harris to speak at the Ellipse in Washington
The vice president is slated to present her final case to the American people in D.C., in the same area where Donald Trump spoke just before the Jan. 6 riot
By Ellie Silverman, Tyler Pager | 2024-10-23

Vice President Kamala Harris at a rally in Glendale, Arizona, on Aug. 9. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


Vice President Kamala Harris will deliver what she views as her closing argument to the American people Tuesday in a speech from the Ellipse in Washington, the site where former president Donald Trump spoke just before the Jan. 6 riot, campaign officials confirmed Wednesday.
Officials said the vice president will present a final case from a place selected to emphasize a contrast between herself and Trump, a candidate who she has argued poses a grave threat to the country. As part of her remarks, Harris is likely to mention Trump's role in the Jan. 6, 2021, attacks on the U.S. Capitol, but her speech is expected to be broader than focused on solely what she deems Trump's threat to American democracy, said the officials, speaking on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to discuss the nonpublic plans.
On Jan. 6, 2021, Trump held a rally at the Ellipse, where he urged his supporters to march to the U.S. Capitol as Congress was finalizing the presidential election results. In his speech, Trump told the crowd to "fight" for him and to "peacefully and patriotically make your voices heard." A mob later stormed the building, delaying Congress's work.
The Washington Post reported earlier Wednesday that the vice president planned to deliver what she viewed as her closing argument in Washington. After the story first published, officials provided more details of the planned remarks. A spokesperson for the Harris campaign declined to comment.
Harris officials have focused on finding symbolic venues for the closing days of the campaign, in an effort to draw maximum media attention beyond rallies in traditional battleground states such as Pennsylvania, where she has at least three events scheduled this week. Harris is spending most of her time in those states, but the closing message of the campaign is designed to speak to the American people more broadly, officials said.
On Friday, for example, Harris will hold a rally in Texas, a state she does not expect to win. But aides say her speech will focus on abortion rights, with her campaign calling Texas "ground zero of the nation's extreme abortion bans." Harris plans to warn Americans in other states, particularly the states that will determine the outcome of the election, about the threat Trump could pose to their reproductive rights, should he win.
Trump is similarly barnstorming the battleground states, with campaign events in North Carolina, Georgia, Arizona, Pennsylvania and Michigan. On Sunday, though, Trump is holding a rally at Madison Square Garden in New York, a state certain to go for Harris, an attempt to draw more media coverage.
According to a permit application filed to the National Park Service, organizers with Markham, a D.C.-based event management and production company that works with the Harris campaign, requested space on the National Mall between Seventh and Fourth streets NW and estimated roughly 7,750 people would attend. They have since requested to amend the application to move the speech to the Ellipse and indicated it would be an evening event, said Mike Litterst, a National Park Service spokesman.
The permit application does not include many details about the event, aside from describing it as "First Amendment Activity: Political Speech" with four to five people and elected officials giving speeches. The plans include a 40-foot stage, 5,000 handheld signs, 1,000 chairs, 25 tables and 50 portable restrooms, according to the initial application.
Harris has escalated her warnings about the threat Trump poses to democracy in recent days, and her campaign has worked to highlight the vice president's support from Republicans and comments from former Trump officials about his conduct in stops across the nation. A packed final schedule this week has included visits to the three "blue wall" states with former Republican congresswoman Liz Cheney, and a CNN town hall in Pennsylvania on Wednesday night, followed by a rally in Georgia on Thursday and a rally in Michigan on Saturday.
"The American people are, at this point, two weeks out, being presented with a very, very serious decision about what will be the future of our country," Harris said Tuesday in an interview with NBC News. "And it includes whether we are a country that values a president who respects their duty to uphold the Constitution of the United States. Donald Trump has said he would terminate the Constitution of the United States."
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Records: Worker indicted in fatal home explosion told resident not to worry
A volunteer firefighter was killed and nearly a dozen were injured in the Feb. 16 explosion of a home in Sterling, Virginia. 
By Emma Uber | 2024-10-23

The aftermath of where a suspected gas leak caused a home in Sterling, Virginia, to explode is seen on Saturday, Feb. 17. (Moriah Ratner for The Washington Post)


When the service technician came to inspect a leaking propane tank at the Sterling, Virginia, house on Feb. 16, he told the homeowner to let the hazardous material "seep out of the ground and be on their merry way," court documents state.
Four hours later, the home exploded, killing volunteer firefighter Trevor Brown and trapping two others inside the home's basement, according to Loudoun County fire officials. Nine other firefighters and two civilians outside the house were injured in the blast, authorities said, which caused an estimated $2.5 million in property damage.
A Loudoun County grand jury this week indicted the technician, Roger Bentley, 67, on involuntary manslaughter and three lesser charges related to the release of the propane on Feb. 16. Bentley, a former employee of Southern States Cooperative, did not return calls Wednesday to a number listed for him in court records.
Reached by phone, the home's owner, Kelley Woods, declined to discuss the matter Wednesday while the case against Bentley proceeds. Court records show she had called Southern States for help fixing the 500-pound underground propane tank that fueled a backyard pool heater because she planned to put her house in the 300 block of Silver Ridge Drive on the market in March.
The Richmond-based propane supplier first identified a problem with the tank in 2021, the records state, but Woods was not actively using the heater and the tank was not repaired. Court records say Southern States told Woods when she called this year that they would need to fill the tank with propane to identify the issue and scheduled a visit to the house on Feb. 22.
But around 2:30 p.m. Feb. 16, court records say a different employee of Southern States showed up and began to fill the tank. Woods told investigators she smelled a strong odor of propane outside her front door, and footage from her doorbell camera shows the worker informing her after observing the leak that the tank would need to be dug up and fixed due to its age, court records say.
Bentley then arrived to assess the issue, records show, but ultimately decided to let the remaining propane leak out of the tank, which a Loudoun County fire marshal later wrote in an affidavit ran contrary to best practices.
"In events with leaking containers ... the situation must be remedied as soon as possible to prevent the accumulation of vapors to their explosive levels," wrote Ryan Boehret, a certified fire and explosion investigator.
When firefighters responded to reports of a gas leak later that evening, they called Southern States and spoke with Bentley, the records show. Bentley acknowledged to authorities then that there had been a leak but said he wasn't sure if the propane could be siphoned out because of the age and condition of the tank. Firefighters asked about digging up the tank, court records state, and Bentley replied that could be done but they were already scheduled to return Feb. 26 -- 10 days later -- to fix the issue.
Court records show Bentley wrestled with that guidance.
He called Woods at 8:18 p.m. to discuss the matter, a search warrant shows.
Just seven minutes later, at 8:25 p.m., the house exploded.
Then, at 8:38 p.m. -- 14 minutes after the blast -- court documents show he texted her "This is Roger from Southern States energy. Can you get that fire marshal call me please." At 9:46 p.m. -- just under an hour and a half after the explosion -- court records say he texted again: "This is Roger from Southern States ,when you get a moment Can you call me please !!!!"
Southern States said in a statement late Tuesday that it had made "what we believe to be appropriate personnel changes in the region."
The company also said it conducted an "extensive review" of its safety protocols and training, plus the industry's Energy Compliance Manual. It said it was making a renewed commitment to ensuring that procedures and training are rigorous and sound, reflecting "our otherwise stellar safety record of serving customers' energy needs for more than 84 years in Leesburg."
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&Pizza apologizes, takes down ads referencing Marion Barry's cocaine use
The pizza chain's chief executive acknowledged making a "mistake" as outrage grew in D.C. over the ad campaign. 
By Paul Duggan, Ellie Silverman | 2024-10-23

&Pizza is seen on October 22. (Craig Hudson/For the Washington Post)


The &Pizza restaurant chain, bowing to public anger in D.C., apologized Wednesday for referencing former mayor Marion Barry's history of drug use in marketing for a dessert item and said the pastry has been removed from its menu.
"Candidly, we made a mistake," Mike Burns, chief executive of &Pizza, which has 10 stores in the city, said in a statement. The announcement came after community activists Wednesday began organizing a boycott of the chain and planning protests at several of its busiest shops later this week.
"While humor was our intent, it was regrettably off the mark," Burns said. "We're an edgy brand known for being risk takers. The parody of the former Mayor and portrayal of substance abuse was wrong. We have read the countless messages and social media posts and understand the frustration this has brought forth -- especially to the Barry family."
Barry, who died in 2014, is still widely admired in the poor and marginalized communities of the District that he championed in his four terms as mayor in the 1980s and 1990s and 15 years on the D.C. Council. At the same time, he famously struggled with personal demons, including drug abuse, and served a brief prison stint after being videotaped smoking crack cocaine in a 1990 FBI sting.
The &Pizza chain, playing on Barry's history of addiction, this week began selling a pastry dubbed "Marion Berry knots," coated with powered sugar, while making thinly veiled references to cocaine. "These knots will blow you away," the ad read. A promotional photo on the company's X feed showed a small pile of white powder atop a mirror with tiny glassine packets, the kind used by drug dealers, scattered about. "Our classic knots got a bump," the photo noted.
The ad campaign enraged community activists and old acquaintances of Barry, who decried what they said was callous corporate exploitation of a dark aspect of the former mayor's complicated legacy. His legacy also includes years of civil rights work and public service that helped lift thousands of Washingtonian out of poverty and rejuvenate large swaths of the capital city.
"This is for our love and passion for Marion Barry," one activist, Ronald Moten, said in announcing the planned protests and boycott at a Wednesday morning news conference, before &Pizza backed down. "But not just for Marion Barry. We see this over and over again, where people are trying to erase Black history and leaders and replace them with what you see here today on this menu."
Burns issued his statement hours later.
"We are actively reaching out to the community leaders who have voiced concern," he said, adding: "Again, we apologize. We have nothing but love for D.C., which we consider the greatest city in the world."
Moten, who was a friend of Barry, called the apology a "step in the right direction." But he said he will continue to plan protests outside &Pizza locations in the District, including at the U Street NW location this Friday, until Burns meets with community members and takes steps to "heal the damage that has been done."
"We can't let people just do what he did, and then it's like, 'I apologize' and that's it," Moten said. "For something like this to happen, it's bigger than what this seems to be on the surface."

Ronald Moten, a friend of Marion Barry, speaks outside an &Pizza on Wednesday. (Paul Duggan/TWP)


Harriet's Wildest Dreams, a Black-led mutual aid and community defense organization that has criticized &Pizza, also called for the company to meet with Black leaders and Black-led groups to discuss repairing the harm caused to the late mayor's family and the city.
On Tuesday, as the controversy over the pastry and ad campaign began building, Burns issued a statement through a public relations firm that activists considered flippant and insulting. "We're talking about a marionberry, that's spelled with an 'e,' " the statement read. "We stuff that into a knot, drizzle it with icing and then top it with powdered sugar. It's delicious -- we can't wait for D.C. to try it."
At Wednesday's news conference, before &Pizza surrendered to the pressure, Rev. Tony Lee, senior pastor of Community of Hope AME Church, summed up the feelings of the activists gathered with him outside the &Pizza outlet at 13th and U streets NW.
"There are times when some people feel they have so much influence and so many resources that they don't have to worry about what other individuals think," Lee said. Apparently referring to Burns, he said: "We've come to a place in which there is someone who has felt that for profits, they can sit and be disrespectful to the life and legacy of someone who really cared for people."
"You cannot disrespect and spit on the grave of the great Marion Barry," he added. "That is not to be tolerated."
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D.C. Council member Trayon White gets public defender in federal bribery case
Trayon White Sr. (D-Ward 8) has parted with his private lawyer and requested government-paid attorneys, a possible indication he lacks means to pay legal costs.  
By Spencer Hsu, Meagan Flynn, Paul Duggan | 2024-10-24

D.C. Council member Trayon White Sr. arrives at the E. Barrett Prettyman Federal Courthouse on Sept. 12. (Michael A. McCoy for The Washington Post)


D.C. Council member Trayon White Sr. (D-Ward 8) has parted ways with his private defense lawyer and turned instead to public defenders to represent him in his federal bribery case, according to a federal court filing.
Two months after White was first charged, attorneys with the Office of the Federal Public Defender entered an appearance on his behalf, though their one-page filing gave no reason for the change.
Frederick D. Cooke Jr., a prominent D.C. lawyer who led White's previous private defense team, did not immediately respond to requests for comment. Nor did his new attorneys, Assistant Federal Defenders Ubong Akpan and Alexis Gardner.
The public defender's office typically only enters cases after a person requests government-paid counsel and a judge finds the defendant is unable to pay their own legal costs. In White's case, the total bill could run into the hundreds of thousands of dollars if the matter goes all the way to trial.
White has pleaded not guilty to a one-count federal indictment accusing him of agreeing to take $156,000 in bribes in exchange for pressing two city agencies to extend anti-violence contracts to an associate. The U.S. attorney's office for the District has asked for a July 7 trial. The parties are scheduled to discuss evidence in the case in private on Nov. 6 and to appear in court Nov. 13 for a status hearing -- after the Nov. 5 election, in which White is running for a third term.
White makes $167,000 a year as a D.C. Council member and reported no other securities, holdings or financial interests on his city financial disclosure report. But records show he appeared to be struggling to pay his mortgage on his Ward 8 home. He sought additional federal lending help in December through a type of housing assistance program intended to help homeowners avoid foreclosure if they are at risk of default. White appeared to indicate he was in dire financial straits in an at least one meeting this summer with a key informant, according to an FBI affidavit.
"I'm hurting. I've been hurting for a minute," the indictment alleged White told the informant.
White did not immediately respond to a request for comment Wednesday afternoon. Earlier in the day, he joined a dozen community activists at 13th and U Streets NW to announce a planned protest and boycott against &Pizza, a chain of pizzerias that was marketing a new dessert with ads that reference former mayor Marion Barry's history of cocaine use.
White represents Ward 8, the city's poorest precinct, where, decades ago, the late mayor also established his political base and is still widely admired by older generations of voters.
"I know if Marion Barry were here today, there'd be 10,000 people out there here," White told a crowd of about 50. "But somehow, we have allowed people to disrespect Black people over and over again. ... And so we have to stand up."
The chain later apologized and took the ads down.

Attorney Frederick D. Cooke Jr. speaks to reporters outside of the federal courthouse on Sept. 12. (Michael A. McCoy for The Washington Post)


U.S. District Judge Rudolph Contreras has not yet set a trial date for White, and the government's proposed deadlines could be pushed back to give new attorneys time to get up to speed.
At a Sept. 12 arraignment, Cooke said the defense team -- then including co-counsels Brian McDaniel and Lenet Brown -- was "having internal discussions about strategy" and reviewing initial government disclosures of evidence. Cooke said he was not ready to agree to a briefing schedule or trial date. McDaniel declined to comment Wednesday.
Assistant U.S. Attorney Rebecca Ross said that White had rejected a plea deal offered Aug. 22. The investigation, her office said, remained ongoing.
In addition to inability to pay, attorneys often part ways with clients over strategy disputes -- such as whether to plead guilty, cooperate or face trial -- or possible conflicts of interest arising from an attorney's or firm's other clients.
White was arrested Aug. 18 outside a luxury Navy Yard apartment in Ward 6, where authorities said he had been living. He was accused of trying to pressure officials in the D.C. Department of Youth and Rehabilitation Services and the Office of Neighborhood Safety and Engagement to renew city contracts valued at $5.2 million. The contracts were part of the city's violence-intervention work, in which organizations aim to mediate conflicts before they erupt into violence.
Charging papers included images that prosecutors say show White taking envelopes full of cash from an informant who was working for the FBI, who The Post has reported was Allieu Kamara, the founder of Life Deeds, a longtime city contractor that serves vulnerable Washingtonians. Authorities allege White accepted roughly $35,000 total from Kamara. In one meeting, the two laid out specifics about how much more money White would get in kickbacks in exchange for attempting to steer contracts to the associate, according to an FBI affidavit.
Kamara pleaded guilty in August to charges that he committed bank fraud and bribed an official at the District's Child and Family Services Agency, from which his nonprofit received government contracts. He agreed to work for the FBI in the case as part of a plea agreement.
The D.C. Council is conducting its own probe of the allegations against White and is expected to release a report of its findings by mid-December. The council member could face expulsion -- the most extreme action his fellow lawmakers could take -- with a supermajority vote.
Aaron Schaffer contributed to this report.
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PM Update: Cold front passes tonight, then cooler and a bit blustery Thursday
Temperatures will fall back closer to normal behind the front tomorrow. Gusty breezes make it feel a bit chillier. 
By Ian Livingston | 2024-10-23

Lake Needwood in Rockville on Tuesday. (John Brighenti/Flickr)


Temperatures were up to around 80 for a third consecutive day this afternoon. It's the last near-80 high for a while -- and potentially for the year, if history is a guide. A cold front is moving this way from the west. It will deliver cooler air, with readings returning closer to normal tomorrow as sun-filled skies persist.
Listen to our daily D.C. forecasts: Apple Podcasts | Amazon Echo | More options
Through tonight: A cold front passes overnight, with some increase in clouds and perhaps a slight sprinkle chance somewhere around midnight into the predawn. Odds of it breaking the rainless streak are tiny. Lows range across the 50s.
View the current weather at The Washington Post.
Tomorrow (Thursday): Cooler behind the cold front. Otherwise, it's a similar-looking day with lots of sun. A bit gusty, with northwest winds sustained around 10 to 15 mph and gusting to 25 mph.
See Dan Stillman's forecast through the weekend. And if you haven't already, join us on Facebook and follow us on X and Instagram.
Halloween heat? Although I noted above that this could be the last time we're around 80 this year, I wouldn't actually bet on that. The weather map around Halloween is screaming warmer than normal.

The weather pattern forecast for Oct. 30 shows a big high-pressure area in the eastern United States. (weatherbell.com)
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'Love Is Blind' D.C. Season 7: See who got married or called it quits in Episode 12
It's been 42 days in Netflix Standard Time since the pods opened. Of 29 original participants, it's down to six. Will they commit to forever?
By Anna Lefkowitz, Amelia Simpson, Adam Evans, Lauren Lumpkin | 2024-10-24
Welcome to The Washington Post's "Love Is Blind" nightcaps, where a rotating group of staff members will be offering takeaways from each episode drop. Note: These include major spoilers for Episode 12.
First comes love, then comes marriage, and before that comes Tyler's three sperm babies that are simply never mentioned again.
Will it be happily ever after for Tyler Francis, 34, and Ashley Adionser, 32; Marissa George, 32, and Ramses Prashad, 35; and Garrett Josemans, 33, and Taylor Krause, 30?
It's been a capital season for our lovebirds. Here's who walked down the aisle and who got tripped up before the big day.
Ramses dropped the "it's not you, it's me" line and insinuated that Marissa was too much for him. He (somewhat unconvincingly) tears up while Marissa is racked in full-body sobs in a post-breakup interview with the producers. "I feel insane," she said. "I feel crazy, because I feel like, 'Did I just make it all up in my head?'"
TBD if Marissa's mom actually follows through on her promise from Episode 9.

Ramses Prashad and Marissa George had a strong start leaving the pods. Back in the D.C. area, things started to unravel. (Clifton Prescod/Netflix)


The bachelor and bachelorette parties are a-go. Garrett, Tyler and their friends get a box at a Washington Wizards game. They get to meet G-Wiz, the terrifyingly nebulous Wizard's mascot. Gritty he is not.
Taylor, Ashley and their friends meet in a warehouse and make friendship bracelets. After seeing the men meet the Washington Wizard, a sleepover in a random warehouse feels a little underwhelming and SAW-trap-esque.

Tyler Frances, dressed up for the big day. His mom convinced him at the last moment to go through with the wedding. (Clifton Prescod/Netflix)


Ashley and Tyler's wedding day starts with a happy, relaxed Ashley hanging out with her friends in front of some dry-looking bagels. She says that she'll say yes at the altar "unless something catastrophic happens." Nothing does, because nothing fun ever happens on this show. Tyler is joking with his friends about taking Ashley to "pound town," but then shares a vulnerable moment with his mother when she has to convince him that he does, in fact, want to marry Ashley. Great start, guys!
After they tie the knot in front of a very enthusiastic officiant, Tyler and Ashley immediately start talking about their future family. Did the camera linger a second too long on Tyler, or was that wishful thinking?
After two probably-CGI geese swoop in from stage left, Taylor and Garrett pull up to the Fauquier County wedding venue and prepare for their wedding. Taylor's mom and friends are elegant, put-together and ready to party. Garrett needs Taylor's dad's help tying his bow tie, but they share a sweet moment together. Garrett's parents show up, and his mom still has doubts. Luckily, Papa Josemans brings the dad jokes to lighten the mood, but his mom is shooting him dagger eyes. They don't seem not-supportive, but hopefully they warm up to the idea of Garrett's marriage down the line.

Garrett Josemans committed all the way. (Clifton Prescod/Netflix)



Taylor Krause hopes she and Garrett will move to San Diego to be closer to her family. (Clifton Prescod/Netflix)


It was hard to take notes about their ceremony through our tears, but shoutout to Garrett for taking the spot at the altar that had him squinting into the sun. A true gentleman.
There just wasn't enough drama this season. We used to be a proper country. We miss Season 1's Giannina stomping around in the mud in her wedding dress. We miss Season 2's Deepti roasting fiance Shake in front of their friends and family. We miss -- and we can't believe we're saying this -- Bartise. Bring the chaos back to our screens. For $15.49 a month, we deserve better.

Ashley Adionser and Tyler Frances in Episode 11, still committed after Tyler's revelation. (Kinetic Content/Netflix)


This nightcap was written by the following staff:
Anna Lefkowitz is a designer. She's lived in D.C. for 10 years and been single for many of them, but she has no interest in examining why that is. She's watched all of "Love Is Blind" and this is the fourth time she has done so without a glass of wine.
Amelia Simpson leads a team in The Post's advertising department. She's lived in and around D.C. for 17 years with a brief intermission in Boston before coming back to live happily ever-after on the Hill with her Tinder-match-turned-husband. She's in good company with her esteemed Post colleagues as a rabid fan of all brain-rot reality TV.
Adam Evans is a technical writer at Arc XP, the tech arm of The Washington Post. Though no longer on the dating scene, he finds great joy in casting judgment on those who make a go at it on TV. A self-proclaimed garbage TV connoisseur, Adam considers his couch the perfect vantage point for watching reality trainwrecks unfold -- and for writing about them with ease.
Lauren Lumpkin is an education reporter. She's lived in and around D.C. for a decade, but had to leave the country to find her match (the dating scene may just be that bad). She's watched every season of "Love Is Blind."
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Montgomery schools stopped using two LGBTQ-inclusive books amid legal battle
Montgomery County Public Schools pulled two storybooks with LGBTQ+ characters from classroom use amid an ongoing legal battle.
By Nicole Asbury | 2024-10-23

Parents protest in Rockville, Md., on June 27, 2023, urging the Montgomery County school system to allow families to opt out of books that feature LGBTQ+ characters. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


Montgomery County Public Schools has stopped teaching two books featuring LGBTQ+ characters that are part of an ongoing legal battle over when families can opt children out of discussions about sexuality and gender identity.
Protests erupted in Maryland's largest school district last summer over its decision to prohibit families with elementary students from opting out of lessons using several storybooks with LGBTQ+ characters or themes. A group of parents sued the school system over the decision, saying it violates their First Amendment rights of religious freedom. The legal battle has placed the deep-blue D.C. suburb at the forefront of a larger conflict of how and when schools should have conversations about gender identity and sexuality.
The books removed, "Pride Puppy" and "My Rainbow," were a part of a larger effort to represent LGBTQ+ families in the school system's English Language Arts curriculum, and the district's attorneys have defended the use of the books. But the decision to disapprove of the two texts from lessons -- which was signed off in February -- show school officials had some concerns about the content. Both books are still available in school libraries.
The Washington Post learned the books were pulled from classroom use after asking local school board candidates if they think parents should be able to opt out of storybooks that could introduce discussions about gender identity and sexuality. Rita Montoya, who is running for an at-large seat, mentioned in her response that the school system has a process for reviewing its books that resulted in "Pride Puppy" no longer being used in classrooms.
The Post confirmed that was true by searching a database the district uses to track books. Another search found "My Rainbow" was also disapproved for classroom use.
Schools spokeswoman Liliana Lopez also confirmed the books are not being used for instruction but the district did not provide a copy of its evaluation of the books. Lopez said the two administrators who signed off on the decision were not available for an interview.
According to the district database, "My Rainbow" -- a story about a mom who makes a colorful wig for her transgender daughter -- was disapproved for classroom use because school officials wrote that it "could require teachers to explicitly teach vocabulary terms outside the context of the lesson." "My Rainbow" was used for students in kindergarten through third grade to guide them on how to identify the theme of a story, and summarize the supporting details and ideas.
School officials cited similar concerns for "Pride Puppy," an alphabet book that's about a family who goes to a Pride parade and that was used for pre-kindergarteners up to fifth-graders, according to the district's database. Educators used the book in the classroom to teach students how to understand a text.
Lopez said school officials reevaluated the use of the books instructionally on their own accord, not due to a request from a parent. When asked if the vocabulary that concerned administrators had anything to do with gender identity and sexuality, she said she didn't have details on the exact language.
Other books referenced in the opt-out legal battle -- such as "Love, Violet," a story about a young girl who is trying to make a valentine for her crush, who is another girl in the classroom -- are still approved for instructional purposes, according to the database. Experts outside of the school system have said the books are developmentally appropriate.
Mark Eckstein, a LGBTQ advocate based in Montgomery County, said he thinks the school system has remained committed to representing diverse families, pointing to a new English Language Arts curriculum it recently adopted that he described as LGBTQ+ inclusive.
"To me, it is less about this book or that book, and more about giving kudos to MCPS's Curriculum Department for their broad strategy to provide textbooks which are inclusive and diverse," he said in an email.
The school system hasn't referenced its decision to stop using "My Rainbow" or "Pride Puppy" in filings related to the ongoing legal battle.
The storybooks were first used as teaching tools during the 2022-2023 school year, and some principals initially let parents pull their children out of the classroom when the books were read aloud. But in March 2023, the school system announced it'd prohibit any opt-outs. Attorneys representing the school system have said in court the requests were so high in volume that it caused disruptions to the school day.
In their lawsuit, a group of parents are asking courts for a preliminary injunction that would temporarily force the school system to offer opt outs while a lengthier legal battle is underway. That request has escalated to the Supreme Court, though it's unclear if justices will consider the case. Generally, the high court receives many requests for action but does not act on a lot of them.
On Tuesday, an attorney from the law firm representing the parents in the suit, said the school system's decision to stop using the two books because they teach vocabulary beyond the context of the lesson mirrors the heart of the parents' argument -- that the books "are age inappropriate and go beyond just teaching inclusivity."
"Why should the school board be making that decision instead of parents? Parents saw this way before the school board did and asked for their kids to be opted out, and the school board is telling them they don't have the right to do that," said Eric Baxter, an attorney from Becket law. "This just confirms how poorly reasoned and unjustified that decision is."
Montgomery parents who have called for opt-outs have said they are not asking for the books to be removed from schools or from the curriculum. This year, the Maryland General Assembly tried to curtail any challenges to books by passing a law called the Freedom to Read Act that prohibits libraries from removing material from its catalogue "because of partisan, ideological or religious disapproval."
This month, The Post asked Montgomery school board candidates for their views on whether the district should allow opt-outs in a questionnaire about their campaigns.
Only one candidate Brenda Diaz, who is running for District 2, said parents should be able to opt their children out of the readings. She pointed to the school system's guidelines on religious diversity, which allows students to be "excused from specific classroom discussions or activities that they believe would impose a substantial burden on their religious beliefs."
"While it's important for students to see their identities reflected in literature, the inclusion of LGBTQ+ literature in classrooms shows MCPS's struggle to communicate respect for all community members regarding cultural and religious beliefs," Diaz wrote. "Parents can opt their children out of specific portions of sex education for religious reasons. Schools should be centers of learning, not political controversy."
The five other candidates are Natalie Zimmerman, who is Diaz's opponent in District 2; Shebra Evans and Laura Stewart, who are running for District 4; and Montoya and Lynne Harris, who are running for an at-large seat. All said they view the books as vital ways of teaching students about diverse families, and they would not support an opt-out policy.
"It is not the job of MCPS or an educator to parent, but instead to prepare students for the world and to be good citizens," Zimmerman wrote. "Opting out of curriculum is a slippery slope -- especially as we see pushback on teaching things like the full scope of American history and eliminating diverse books from school and public libraries."
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GOP Rep. Kiggans's lead evaporates in Virginia's 2nd District, poll finds
Incumbent Jen Kiggans (R-Virginia) is nearly tied with Democratic challenger Missy Cotter Smasal in the closely watched congressional race in Hampton Roads.
By Gregory S. Schneider | 2024-10-23

Rep. Jen Kiggans (R-Virginia), left, is facing a challenge from Democrat Missy Cotter Smasal. (The Washington Post)


RICHMOND -- The race has tightened in Virginia's red-leaning 2nd Congressional District, with incumbent Jen Kiggans (R) nearly tied with Democratic challenger Missy Cotter Smasal in a new poll from the Wason Center for Civic Leadership at Christopher Newport University.
Kiggans posted a statistically insignificant 1-point lead -- 46 percent to 45 percent for Cotter Smasal -- among likely voters, down from a 5-point lead for Kiggans in a Wason Center poll in mid-September. The polls have a margin of error of 3.9 percentage points; 8 percent said they were undecided.
The race in this Virginia Beach-centered district is one of the most competitive in the state and has been highlighted by both parties as a key to control of the closely divided House of Representatives. Drawing on a voting population heavy with active duty and retired military, the district is a perennial toss-up and has flipped parties twice in the past six years.
Kiggans, a former state senator, won her seat two years ago by defeating Democratic incumbent Elaine Luria in a close race. Kiggans was helped by new district lines drawn in 2021 that made the 2nd slightly more Republican; it shed some precincts in the city of Norfolk and picked up suburban and rural areas in Chesapeake, Suffolk and Isle of Wight County.
Still, the new survey showed Vice President Kamala Harris ahead of former president Donald Trump in the district by 2 points. Though within the margin of error, that's the same edge President Joe Biden won in the district (adjusted for the new boundaries) in the 2020 election, when he beat Trump in Virginia by 10 points overall.
"If this margin holds, I think we'll see something similar for Harris" statewide, said Rebecca Bromley-Trujillo, research director for the Wason Center. The center's September Virginia poll showed Harris up by 11 points.
The new poll also showed a significant advantage for Sen. Tim Kaine (D) in his bid for a third term, leading Republican challenger Hung Cao by seven points.
Kiggans, a geriatric nurse and former Navy helicopter pilot, has emphasized the economy in her campaign for reelection, and the poll showed that as the top issue for likely voters, singled out by 30 percent of them. Twenty percent rated threats to democracy as a major issue, while 13 percent identified immigration and 10 percent said abortion was key.
Cotter Smasal, also a Navy veteran and a former small-business owner, has emphasized abortion rights in her campaign and has tried to tie Kiggans to MAGA extremists.
Kiggans has a cash advantage with less than two weeks to go before Election Day, with almost $1.6 million on hand out of nearly $5.6 million raised, according to the Virginia Public Access Project. Cotter Smasal has about $428,000 remaining out of $2.6 million raised, according to VPAP.
With national attention focused on the race, outside groups have also weighed in, spending some $3 million to attack Cotter Smasal or support Kiggans and about $2.9 million to support Cotter Smasal or attack Kiggans, VPAP found.
The Cook Political Report rates the 2nd District as "leans Republican," with a 2-point GOP advantage.
Bromley-Trujillo said the presidential race will probably be the key to the congressional contest.
"Fundamentally, it's going to be about how well Harris performs in the state," she said. "If she does really well, Cotter Smasal has a chance ... if we're seeing really high Democratic turnout and suppressed Republican turnout."
Early voting has been relatively slow in the district, with about 104,000 votes cast so far compared with a total of almost 220,000 early votes in the 2020 election, according to VPAP.
The poll of 800 registered 2nd Congressional District voters was conducted Oct. 11-20.
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Customers shot Pr. George's tire shop employee over payment, police say
Two suspects were charged in a fatal shooting at a tire shop in Prince George's, police said.
By Jasmine Hilton | 2024-10-23

(Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Two men have been arrested and charged in the fatal shooting of a tire shop employee in the Capitol Heights area in September, Prince George's County police said Tuesday.
Ronnell Hardy, 43, of Capitol Heights and Avery Eccles, 42, of Upper Marlboro are accused of killing 41-year-old Anthony Okoye over payment for tire repairs, police said. An anonymous caller tipped Prince George's County Crime Solvers, which helped lead to their arrests.
Hardy and Eccles are both charged with first- and second-degree murder and related counts, police said. They are in custody at the county Department of Corrections. According to online court records, Hardy is being represented by a public defender. A Maryland Office of the Public Defender spokesperson declined to comment Wednesday afternoon. It was not clear whether Eccles has an attorney.
According to charging documents, on Sept. 14 Okoye was working a shift by himself at Ameritech New and Used Tires, a 24-hour shop, and was supposed to get off at 8 a.m. With about two hours left in his shift, surveillance footage showed two people arriving in a dark-colored Mercedes and backing into the shop's garage.
According to the surveillance footage, the charging documents say, Okoye repaired the passenger side tires of the Mercedes. Once he finished his job, he asked the two customers to pay for the repairs. The customers then argued with him about the price.
At about 6:07 a.m., one of the customers, identified as Eccles, pulled the car out of the garage while the other, identified as Hardy, blocked Okoye from stopping the car from leaving, according to the charging documents. After Eccles pulled the car out, Hardy tried to leave the shop too, but Okoye stood in front of him.
Okoye pleaded to be paid for the tire services, police said in the charging documents. At that time, Eccles took a handgun from the Mercedes before returning to the garage. The surveillance footage showed Hardy and Okoye fighting, with both men falling to the ground. When Okoye stood up, two shots were heard, according to the documents, and both Eccles and Hardy fled in the car.
Hardy was heard on surveillance footage using a racial slur and telling Eccles to shoot, according to the charging documents.
Okoye ran to a neighboring business and knocked for help "before collapsing in the street," police said in the charging documents.
County police responded at about 6:30 a.m. for a reported welfare check in the 1200 block of Marblewood Avenue. They found Okoye in the road, with gunshot wounds. He was taken to a hospital, where he was pronounced dead, according to the charging documents.
Okoye, of Bladensburg, Md., was a husband and father of two. He immigrated to the United States from Nigeria about a year ago, said Thomas Okoronkwo, the managing director of Ameritech Tire, on Marblewood Avenue in the Capitol Heights area.
Okoye was "very caring" and "very respectful" and had worked his way up to being a technician, Okoronkwo said.
After county police published a news release with the photos of the car and the two people connected to the shooting, an anonymous caller identified Hardy as one of the suspects in the photos. Detectives also received information that Eccles was the other suspect in the photos.
Investigators searched law enforcement databases and confirmed that the men were "consistent in appearance" with the two suspects in the surveillance footage, according to the charging documents.
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D.C. police handcuffed her 9-year-old son. Now she's suing.
Niko Estep's mother says D.C. police violated her son's constitutional rights by using excessive force when handcuffing him in 2019, according to a lawsuit.
By Ellie Silverman | 2024-10-23

Niko Estep was 9 years old when a D.C. police officer confronted him on a spring night in 2019 and handcuffed him. (Autumn Drayton/Estep family) 


Niko Estep loved Spider-Man, video games and climbing trees when a D.C. police officer was caught on video knocking the 9-year-old to the ground and handcuffing him on a spring night in 2019.
Footage of the incident was shared widely, prompting police and the D.C. attorney general's office to restrict officers from handcuffing children under 12, except in situations deemed dangerous to the child or the public.
But a new lawsuit by Niko's mother says the changes didn't go far enough, and that stark racial disparities remain in the searches of Black children like Niko in the District. She is now asking for a jury trial in U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia and compensatory and punitive damages, alleging in the suit that the officers' actions that day violated Niko's constitutional rights when they detained and handcuffed him.
Niko was shot and killed last November in an unrelated incident when he was 14 years old, becoming one of 16 youth killed by gunfire in the city last year.
Niko's mother, Autumn Drayton, who on Wednesday filed the suit over the handcuffing incident said in a statement she hopes to prevent another child from being treated the same way as her son. Three months after the incident and struggling with PTSD from his encounter, the complaint states, Niko was admitted to an inpatient psychiatric ward after attempting suicide.
"What happened to Niko never should have happened. Niko wasn't a threat to any of those officers and their use of force was outrageous and unnecessary. The police are supposed to protect our community and instead they traumatized Niko," Drayton said. "He never fully recovered from the incident, and he went from being an outgoing and social little boy to being distant and withdrawn and terrified of authority figures and the people who were supposed to keep him safe."
Representatives for D.C. police referred questions about the suit to the Office of the Attorney General for the District of Columbia, which declined to comment. Four officers named in the complaint could not be reached Wednesday.
On April 22, 2019, Niko was leaning against a parked car in Northwest Washington, the suit says. When two D.C. police officers told him to move, he "made a disrespectful comment" and ran, according to the suit. Then, it claims, D.C. officer Joseph Lopez chased him.
A video shows an officer, identified as Lopez in the suit, yanking the boy's jacket, before he falls onto the pavement. Lopez then drags Niko to the sidewalk and places handcuffs around his wrists as he cries. In the midst of his fear, Niko wet himself.
At the time, Niko spoke to Fox 5 DC, which first broadcast the video of the handcuffing, and described feeling "scared."
"Because I was in handcuffs and I thought I was locked up," he said. "It hurt."
The suit details how this incident injured him physically and mentally. He was treated at Children's National Hospital at the United Medical Center for contusions on his foot and arm, a knot on his forehead and abrasions on his back and wrists after the encounter, and ultimately diagnosed with acute PTSD and major depressive disorder. In July 2019, he attempted suicide and was admitted to an inpatient psychiatric ward.
It was not clear why Niko was detained, the complaint states. He was not accused of any crime and officers can be heard in a video asking him to tell them the name of his mother before eventually releasing him. The problematic detention of children was a pattern for D.C. police at the time, lawyers argue in the suit, and remains a problem. An ACLU of the District of Columbia report on D.C. police stops between July and December 2019 found that Black male youth were stopped at 12.5 the rate of White male youth.
The suit details other incidents where D.C. police stopped and handcuffed youth. D.C. police were criticized in December 2018 after seven officers stopped and frisked three Black children in the Capitol Hill neighborhood. In February 2019, officers detained about 15 to 20 Black children outside of the Petworth Metro station, handcuffing at least two of them. Weeks before Niko was handcuffed, police handcuffed a 10-year-old in a case in which then-Attorney General Karl A. Racine later said the child was "totally innocent."
Within two days of the exchange with Niko, Racine (D) called the incident "obviously concerning" and announced a review of police procedures, with acceptance from D.C. police and the mayor, focusing on how officers interact with children and comparing those guidelines with those from other departments around the country and recommending changes.
However, the suit alleges that this review -- and the subsequent policy change -- did not stop D.C. police from unnecessarily handcuffing children, specifically Black boys. In June 2024, the suit says, police handcuffed a disabled 8-year-old Black boy in Northeast Washington.
Once D.C. police began keeping records in 2019 to comply with the Neighborhood Engagement Achieves Results (NEAR) Act, a statute requiring officers to track every time they stop someone, the ACLU of D.C. report showed seven out of every eight minors stopped by D.C. police were Black.

Niko was diagnosed with acute PTSD and major depressive disorder after his encounter with D.C. police in 2019. (Autumn Drayton/Estep family) 


Niko's loved ones saw up close the lasting damage a negative experience with law enforcement can have on a young child.
Classmates who watched the video of the incident, including Niko crying and wetting himself during it, teased him, causing him to transfer schools at least four times. He became distrustful of adults, scared of police and "developed debilitating fear and anxiety" when he saw his mother, who worked as a uniformed law enforcement officer, according to the suit, which did not state where Drayton worked.
The suit claims that this incident amounts to a common law false arrest, common law battery and intentionally inflicted emotional distress. The officers' actions, the suit alleges, violated Niko's constitutional rights, including his Fourth Amendment right against unreasonable seizures and excessive force by law enforcement.
"Abuse of police power is unacceptable in any context, but it's particularly egregious when we're talking about kids who I think we all feel like we have a duty to protect and not only keep safe, but make them feel safe," said Katie Ali, an attorney with Ali & Lockwood LLP, a D.C.-based law firm representing Drayton. "We should all want to live in a city, in a community where little kids can hang out with their family and their friends in public spaces without fear of something like this happening. "
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D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser proposes legislation to buy Capital One Arena
Under the proposal, the city, which already owns the land under the arena, would buy the building for $87.5 million.
By Michael Brice-Saddler, Sam Fortier | 2024-10-23

D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) and Ted Leonsis, CEO of Monumental Sports & Entertainment, at a news conference in March following the announcement that Monumental Sports would be staying in the District at Capital One Arena. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser is proposing the city purchase Capital One Arena from the owner of the Washington Capitals and Wizards for $87.5 million, a move that is part of her efforts to keep the teams playing in the city while buoying the District's lagging downtown core.
The funding for the purchase would come from $515 million in city-funded renovations that the D.C. Council approved in April, following an initial agreement between the mayor and Monumental Sports & Entertainment CEO Ted Leonsis that came after he threatened to relocate the Wizards and Capitals to Alexandria.
In statements Monday, Bowser and Leonsis described the planned purchase, which is subject to D.C. Council approval, as a final step before renovations can begin on the arena.
"We're keeping Washington's teams where they belong -- here in the sports Capital, and we're doubling down on having a world-class destination and entertainment District in the center of DC," Bowser said in a statement.
Under Bowser's bill, introduced Friday, the city would acquire the arena itself for $87.5 million, then lease the property back to Monumental in a model known as a sale-leaseback. The amended lease, if approved by the council, would extend through 2050 and include five four-year extension options, allowing Monumental to potentially extend the lease an additional 20 years. D.C. already owns the land under Capital One Arena.

A rendering shows planned changes for the main concourse level at Capital One Arena. (Monumental Sports & Entertainment)


If Monumental continues to own the arena, the company would have to pay hundreds of millions of taxes back to the District on the renovation money it would receive; that would not be the case if the District owns it, according to two officials familiar with the negotiations. Nina Albert, D.C.'s deputy mayor for planning and economic development, told reporters that the sale-leaseback model is good for the District because it ensures the money planned for the project will be used as intended and not subject to taxes.
"This is the deal that was always contemplated when Mayor Bowser and the D.C. Council approved a $515 million improvement in Capital One Arena," Albert said. "This is the best structure to effectuate that; it is what enables an efficient use of public money to be fully reinvested in this project."
The city and Monumental had been negotiating for months over a term sheet that included specific details on the renovation effort, which will be paid for with a combined $800 million in private and public funds -- including at least $285 million from Monumental toward the renovations, Leonsis said. Bowser's bill reflects some tweaks to those initial terms, and city officials offered some new information Monday on what residents can expect during a period of aggressive renovations at Capital One Arena in the coming years.
Leonsis said Monday that he wants renovations, including a 200,000-square-foot expansion into neighboring Gallery Place, to be completed for the 2027-2028 season. "It's going to be messy, it's going to be long and hard -- three years of deconstruction and then construction," Leonsis said. "But we're up to that task."
The proposed lease includes a non-relocation covenant, meaning the teams cannot reconsider relocation options until 2045. And the legislation notes that Monumental, which will still manage the arena, is responsible for any cost overruns related to the project.
Under the new ground lease proposal, Monumental would make an initial, prorated rent payment. Payments would then be between $1.5 million and $2.3 million per year, up from the current annual rent payment of $1.3 million -- though payments could increase to $3.3 million if the contract is extended beyond 2050.
Leonsis said Monday that Bowser's bill more closely aligns Capital One Arena with other major sports venues owned by the city, like Nationals Park and Audi Field -- although unlike Nationals Park, the District under the new lease would not be obligated to pay for maintenance and repairs at Capital One Arena.
"The deal was always written, if we left, the city was going to get the building," Leonsis said. "This was a way for us to, I think, cement the partnership. ... This is a way to say if we're going to spend $800 million, we want all of the dollars going into it."
Keeping the teams playing in D.C. and renovating the arena are part of Bowser's efforts to revitalize the city's downtown area, which was hit hard by the pandemic and a resulting drop in foot traffic as workers increasingly stay home. Earlier this year, Bowser and D.C. officials unveiled a $400 million "Downtown Action Plan" -- recommendations intended to help return downtown's lagging revenue back to pre-pandemic levels. Among its many provisions, the plan outlines efforts to attract new businesses, fill up excess office space and to boost incentives for housing development and conversions.
In a letter accompanying the legislation, Bowser wrote that the project "is expected to result in 4,900 construction jobs and $21 million in new tax revenue over the three-year construction period." The bill was first reported on by NBC4.
News of Bowser's bill Monday prompted some mixed reactions.
Geoffrey Propheter, an associate professor at the University of Colorado at Denver and the author of "Major League Sports and the Property Tax: Costs and Implications of a Stealth Tax Expenditure," said the proposal to purchase the arena doesn't change the bottom line for taxpayers because the city's $515 million commitment remains the same.
And pointing to research that has shown sports stadiums are not necessarily economic drivers, he argued that it is unlikely the investment would pay off for city residents financially -- though he acknowledged the cultural value of the arena's presence in the city.

A rendering shows planned changes for the arena's main entry on F Street NW. (Monumental Sports & Entertainment)


A significant amount of research by economists shows stadiums primarily shift money around rather than creating it. Over the years, sports owners have regularly threatened to relocate if they didn't receive enticements such as public funding for new or upgraded facilities. In the book "Field of Schemes: How the Great Stadium Swindle Turns Public Money into Private Profit," authors Neil deMause and Joanna Cagan traced the origin of such tactics to the NFL's Baltimore Colts fleeing the city for Indianapolis in 1984.
Dennis Coates, an economics professor at the University of Maryland at Baltimore County, was skeptical that the non-relocation covenant would carry much weight and said that Monumental's renovation deal could continue the same cycle the city experienced in December, when Leonsis threatened to relocate the teams to Virginia.
Ed Lazere, an activist focused on the city's finances who has questioned investments in professional sports stadiums in D.C., likened the move to a doubled-edged sword.
"I think the win for the city is the certainty of not having to worry about the team threatening to leave and not having to suddenly come up with hundreds of millions of dollars," he said. "The loss to the city is the reminder that professional sports stadiums are huge moneymakers for the billionaire team owners and huge expenses for the jurisdictions that own them."
D.C. Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) on Sunday evening expressed support for the bill and said the council will consider it more fully at a hearing in a few weeks.
"The legislation is consistent with the terms that were announced in late March, and it is important that we finalize this deal," he said.
For Leonsis, the bill was the true start of an expansion that he has eyed for years. Bowser's bill would add to the lease a parcel of land containing an alley that abuts the arena and faces Sixth Street NW, intended to create another significant entryway into the arena. And Monumental is still finalizing lease terms with developer MRP Realty to occupy 200,000 square feet of commercial property in Gallery Place, officials said Monday.
While the original term sheet included details around a shared vision to create an "entertainment district" and for Monumental to create a new practice facility for the Wizards in the neighboring Gallery Place office tower, Leonsis said these efforts are still being hashed out. For example, he said, Monumental realized they'll need more space for the practice facility and will consider other options in the District.
"Practice facilities, there's this arms race. We need more space," he said. "Rather than trying to cram it here, let's catch our breath, work with the city -- I'm sure there's another place in the city that we could find to build a world-class practice facility."
The proposed agreement also mentions more intricate details, like requirements for D.C. to assist with police resources at the arena, and the parameters of a "District of Play" initiative launched by Leonsis to enhance youth sports by refurbishing and building new sports facilities and playgrounds, among other efforts.
In all, Leonsis said the renovations -- which include expanded locker rooms, wider concourses to mitigate lines and other operational improvements -- are intended to improve experiences for fans and players. He said Monumental will enter into a project labor agreement to begin construction as soon as Bowser's bill is passed by the council, and that Monumental will aim to do a majority of the construction during the summer to prevent disruptions during the NBA and NHL seasons.
While renovations are taking place, Monumental will need to find a new venue for Washington Mystics games that exceed capacity at Entertainment and Sports Arena in Southeast Washington instead of Capital One Arena (a Mystics-Indiana Fever game in September drew record WNBA attendance). But Leonsis said all the disruptions would be "worth the wait."
"This will be a really major, major transformation. It'll look different on the outside, it'll look and feel different on the inside. The parking will be different. The entrances will be different," he said. "That's the key part of making this new."
Emily Davies contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2024/10/20/bowser-capital-one-arena-monumental-leonsis/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



D.C. just hit 21 days without rain as drought concerns return
The dry streak could become one of the 10 longest ever observed.
By Ian Livingston, Jason Samenow | 2024-10-23

Shades of brown in the grass at the National Arboretum on Saturday. (Becca Hanby)


With a forecast for clear skies and dry weather through at least the next week, Washington is poised to clinch one of its longest streaks without measurable rain on record. The rainless streak hit 21 days Wednesday and will probably become one of the 10 longest ever observed.
Drought is advancing back into the area from the west and north, according to the U.S. Drought Monitor, and it will continue expanding until meaningful rain arrives.
Much of the D.C. area is already designated as "abnormally dry," while moderate to severe drought can be found in northeast Maryland, Delaware, southeast Pennsylvania and southern New Jersey. In West Virginia, the drought intensifies from moderate along the Virginia border to extreme and exceptional in the central and western parts of the state.

(The Washington Post)


The District finds itself on the verge of drought just a few weeks after it rained for 11 straight days to end September and start October; the streak tied for the second-longest on record.
Drought has flirted with the area on and off since spring.
Much of the Washington region has seen little to no rain since it was doused with 1.48 inches during October's first two days.
Washington's run of 21 days without measurable precipitation has entered the 25 longest such streaks on record.
Assuming no rain falls before Sunday, it will rank among the 10 longest. If no rain falls in the next week, as predicted, it will enter the top five.
The District's longest streak without rain -- 34 days -- occurred between September and October in 2007. Almost all of the lengthiest dry streaks have come during fall, a preferred time for extended periods of nice, sunny weather in the D.C. region.
Both Washington Dulles International Airport and Baltimore are also experiencing dry streaks of 20 days and counting.
For much of October, a large zone of high pressure and sinking air has sprawled over the eastern half of the United States. Centered over the Midwest, it has blocked precipitation systems to the west from progressing eastward.
Because of the lack of rain over such a large area of the country, the Lower 48 states are on pace to post its second-driest month on record. Precipitation averaged over the Lower 48 is just 0.57 inches so far, according to Brian Brettschneider, a climatologist based in Alaska. About half of the locations in the Lower 48 with weather data have posted their driest October on record to date.
The dry pattern may be connected to a slowly developing La Nina event, which is associated with episodic cooling of surface waters in the tropical Pacific Ocean. La Ninas tend to reduce autumn rainfall in the eastern United States. Washington's second driest October on record, when just 0.02 inches of rain fell, was during a weak La Nina event in 2000.
The National Weather Service has yet to officially declare La Nina's arrival this fall but it is predicted to develop by winter.
Matt Rogers, president of the Commodity Weather Group and a Capital Weather Gang contributor, said the atmosphere-ocean pattern known as the Pacific Decadal Oscillation may be playing a more important role in the lack of rain than La Nina.
The oscillation is "super-duper negative and breaking records," he said. "It gives you a La Nina flavor without even having a La Nina."
When this oscillation is strongly negative, water temperatures are abnormally warm in the northern Pacific Ocean. That tends to favor a dip in the jet stream over the western United States, bringing stormy weather as far east as the Rockies but tranquil and dry weather in the East.

Predicted rainfall over through Nov. 1 by the American (GFS) model. Little or no rain is forecast for the D.C. area. (WeatherBell)


High pressure is forecast to remain anchored over the eastern United States for most of the rest of this month. That means little or no rain in the D.C. area. Occasional weak cold fronts will pass by and could produce the occasional brief shower, but these fronts will mostly be moisture-starved.
There is some possibility that during the first week of November, the high-pressure pattern will begin to break down and allow more storminess to affect the eastern United States from the west and/or the south.
During November, the Weather Service assigns equal chances to above- and below-normal precipitation.
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D.C.'s glass buildings can be deadly for birds. Volunteers track them.
The data Lights Out DC volunteers record on fatal bird collisions helped shape a bird-safe building law that goes into effect Jan. 1.
By Alisa Tang | 2024-10-23
It was a beautiful early-morning walk, yet so sad, too.
Stephanie Dalke and May Kipnis, dressed in warm layers, met before dawn Saturday outside Union Station for a five-mile trek around the modern reflective-glass buildings of downtown D.C. The buildings were lit up. One housed a soothing, attractive bamboo grove in its atrium.
But Dalke and Kipnis weren't there for the architecture.
It is peak bird-migration season, and the two are volunteers for the Lights Out DC advocacy program, tasked with finding birds killed or injured after being attracted to and disoriented by outdoor lights and crashing into glass. Collisions spike during the spring and fall migrations, and 85 percent are fatal, according to Lights Out DC data.
Volunteers have pinpointed along three routes -- around Union Station, Chinatown and Southwest Waterfront -- several buildings that are the deadliest for birds because of their invisible yet reflective surfaces. Most birds migrate by night, but these buildings also pose a risk during the day because they reflect nearby trees. Those reflections lure birds that fly straight into the glass.
At 6:20 a.m., while coming up the street to meet Kipnis, Dalke spotted the first casualty of the morning.

A dead American woodcock found Saturday by Lights Out DC volunteers next to a building near Union Station in D.C. (Astrid Riecken for The Washington Post)


An American woodcock, usually seen in forests and fields.
Mottled with a long narrow beak, the bird lay on its side, its feet curled up awkwardly in death.
Kipnis, 23, put on a blue nitrile glove to pick up the bird, which was large enough that she couldn't quite wrap her fingers around its plump body. She placed it in a Ziploc bag, labeling with the time, species and location.
"This is a stupid way for birds to die. It's so easy to fix: Turn off the lights, and treat the glass. This building is a problem in the day and night," Dalke said, pointing to the grove inside of the building. "They used to illuminate the bamboo, and that was really bad."
Lights Out DC -- modeled after similar programs across the United States -- was launched in 2010 by City Wildlife, a rescue and rehabilitation center in Northeast Washington. Its original goal was to collect the data on birds killed in building collisions and use that information to get buildings to turn off their lights, particularly during the migration season.
In the early days, City Wildlife founders Anne Lewis and Jim Monsma did the walks, which take place during the spring and fall migrations. This fall, Lights Out DC has about 35 volunteers signing up for daily shifts to comb through high-risk neighborhoods. They find hundreds of birds each year, including 510 in 2023.
In addition to getting buildings to turn off their lights, Lights Out DC is also pressing for windows to be treated so they're visible to birds. Armed with the volunteers' meticulously recorded data, the program has made an impact.

From left, City Wildlife co-founder Anne Lewis, Lights Out DC coordinator Lisbeth Fuisz and volunteer Denise Rennis in July 2022. (City Wildlife)


In 2016, their findings helped convince sports and entertainment group Events DC to apply lined bird film to windows on the Walter E. Washington Convention Center's pedestrian bridge over L Street. From 2011 to 2016, Lights Out documented an average of approximately nine to 12 bird strikes per year at the overpass. In the seven years after the film was applied, volunteers tallied an average of one collision per year.
Two years ago, City Wildlife presented the Lights Out data -- including the decrease in collisions at the convention center -- to the D.C. Council. After the presentations from City Wildlife and other conservation groups, the council passed legislation requiring most new buildings (except residential buildings under five units) to install glass with patterns or ultraviolet coating or other bird-safe measures on the bottom 100 feet of the structure. The law goes into effect Jan. 1.
That lower portion of buildings is the area most dangerous for birds, said Dustin Partridge, an author of a recent study that found more than a billion birds die each year after hitting buildings in the United States.

Volunteers call the entryway of this building on North Capitol Street NW the "glass canyon" because of its reflective glass facade. (Astrid Riecken for The Washington Post)


"When most people think of bird collisions, they think of skyscrapers, but the vast majority -- 99 percent -- occur at low-rise and residential buildings," said Partridge, director of conservation and science at the New York City Bird Alliance. "Most happen where there are reflections of a tree in an urban or suburban buildings."
Homes with large windows in residential areas can also be a problem.
"It's the ... amount of glass that's important, especially sliding glass doors, largely because they reflect the trees outside," said Lewis, the City Wildlife co-founder.
She said some effective window treatments are so subtle that even when walking by -- as she did at the convention center overpass after the film was applied -- she could not see the patterns that were readily visible to birds.
Such treatments should be on the outside reflective surface that birds see. Any visible pattern on the window should ideally have vertical, horizontal, or diagonal spaces of two inches or less, which will prevent most collisions, according to the American Bird Conservancy. A two-inch space is too small for a bird to think that it can fly through.
Lights Out DC also works with research institutions and museums across the country. Once birds are tallied at the end of the year, they are sent to places such as the National Zoo, National Museum of Natural History and Bird Genoscape Project at UCLA, Lewis said.

Kipnis picks up a dead hermit thrush. (Astrid Riecken for The Washington Post)



Volunteer Stephanie Dalke with a dead yellow-bellied sapsucker. (Astrid Riecken for The Washington Post)


Volunteers include octogenarians, retirees, working professionals and even teens (though they must go on the walks with their parents for insurance purposes), Lewis said.
On Saturday morning, Kipnis was learning the ropes from Dalke, who has been volunteering with the group for a decade. As the sun rose, the glass buildings mirrored perfectly the sky and trees.

A yellow-bellied sapsucker that died after crashing into a building in downtown D.C. (Astrid Riecken for The Washington Post)


Over 21/2 hours, they found seven more dead birds: two hermit thrushes, a common yellowthroat, yellow-bellied sapsucker, white-throated sparrow, Tennessee warbler and Nashville warbler.
"They have beautiful songs," Dalke said of a hermit thrush that was placed in a Ziploc bag, labeled and put in a paper shopping bag that too soon was almost full.

After an hour, the volunteers found seven dead birds. They found two more birds -- one alive and one dead -- after this photo was taken. (Astrid Riecken for The Washington Post)


At 8:45 a.m., toward the end of their walk, they found their first and only survivor. Another white-throated sparrow, lying on its back, its tail twitching.
Dalke rushed to pick it up. In shock, she commented on the "explosion of feathers" on the ground under the bird. She placed it gingerly in a paper bag.
The sparrow was driven 20 minutes to the City Wildlife facility in Northeast D.C., occasionally fluttering in the bag along the way. Many of the "patients" at the facility succumb to their injuries within a day or so, according to Sarah Sirica, City Wildlife's clinic director. Those that survive are treated for a few days or longer, then released to continue their migrations.
On Tuesday, the sparrow could fly, yet was struggling to perch. But it was still alive.

Dalke holds a white-throated sparrow that had survived after crashing into a glass building on First Street NW. (Alisa Tang/The Washington Post)
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At the NBA's new $2 billion arena, a unique 'Wall' of fans steals the show
The Los Angeles Clippers' Intuit Dome made its regular season debut Wednesday night, and its distinctive features left an immediate impression.
By Ben Golliver | 2024-10-24

Los Angeles Clippers owner Steve Ballmer cheers at the front of "The Wall" during the first regular season game at Intuit Dome on Wednesday night. (Harry How/Getty Images)


INGLEWOOD, Calif. -- Steve Ballmer, the billionaire former CEO of Microsoft, has pulled out all the stops to build fan support in the decade since he bought the Los Angeles Clippers.
Those efforts include: launching a "streetlights over spotlights" campaign aimed at outflanking the glamorous Los Angeles Lakers when it comes to authenticity; holding cash giveaways to incentivize fans to show up to games early; refurbishing hundreds of basketball courts across the city; and throwing annual birthday parties for the team's "Chuck the Condor" mascot involving countless other team mascots from around the country. Over the years, Ballmer also poached all-star forward Kawhi Leonard in free agency, traded a host of draft picks for Paul George, signed Russell Westbrook and acquired James Harden in an effort to construct a championship contender filled with stars who hail from Southern California.
The Clippers' latest -- and most expensive -- fan-focused initiative: Intuit Dome, a $2 billion futuristic arena that hosted its first regular season NBA game Wednesday. The boss spared no expense while spending years designing his dream basketball palace, and he equipped it with a 38,000 square-foot halo Jumbotron, facial recognition software to handle merchandise transactions and cell phone chargers at every seat, among many other innovations.
But the heart and soul of Ballmer's vision for the arena was "The Wall," 51 rows of seats that rise straight up from the floor without breaks for luxury boxes or arena tiers. The idea was to create an imposing soccer-style supporter section for diehards behind one of the baskets to lead chants, distract opposing free throw shooters and inject Clippers games with excitement. Ballmer screams until he is red in the face from his courtside seat, and he desperately wanted thousands of fans to share his enthusiasm, so much so that seats in "The Wall" are for Clippers fans only and can't be listed on resale websites.
For years, Doc Rivers, the Clippers' former coach, would implore the team's fans to create a true home-court advantage for playoff games. His pleas followed decades of losing: The Clippers relocated to Los Angeles from San Diego in 1984, didn't win a playoff series until 2006 and were finally sold to Ballmer in 2014 after disgraced former owner Donald Sterling was caught on tape making racist comments. Meanwhile, the Lakers kept winning championships. The two franchises shared the downtown Crypto.com Arena, and the Clippers, with little history to commemorate, had to settle for raising screens during their games to cover the Lakers' retired jerseys and title banners in the rafters.
The opening of Intuit Dome has given the Clippers a sparkling home of their own, and it's created a place for their long-suffering fans to breathe easy, free from constant comparisons to the Lakers. Though the Clippers lost some of their star power when George and Westbrook departed as free agents over the summer, they put up a spirited fight without an injured Leonard in a 116-113 overtime loss to the Phoenix Suns on Wednesday. More importantly, "The Wall" was introduced to the basketball world in all its quirky glory.
Ballmer got the night started by hopping into "The Wall," dancing on the Jumbotron and screaming a loud welcome to Clippers fans. His energy wasn't immediately matched: There were plenty of empty seats when the game tipped at 7 p.m. local time, and the crowd fell mostly quiet when Harden couldn't get the Clippers' offense on track in the first half. "The Wall" wasn't immediately populated with thousands of screaming maniacs like Ballmer had hoped, but a smaller contingent of 100 fans or so near the court cheered in unison as a group leader kept the rhythm by banging on a drum.
"It was fun having fans engaged like that, on their feet, chanting all night long and supporting us," Clippers center Ivica Zubac said. "It was really loud. Hopefully it stays like that every game."
Coming out of halftime, the group donned matching blue ponchos as storm graphics played on the Jumbotron above -- a goofy tie-in to the franchise's nautical "Make Waves" slogan. Right on cue, the Clippers took the lead with a third-quarter push, sending "The Wall" into a frenzy that helped energize the entire building.
"The Wall" delighted in tormenting free throw shooters all night, swaying back and forth in what proved to be a successful attempt to encourage Suns star Kevin Durant to miss a pair of fourth-quarter foul shots. Those miscues earned every fan in the building a free chicken sandwich, prompting the loudest ovation of the night.
"I absolutely loved 'The Wall' that they've got," Durant said, noting that it reminded him of playing at Oklahoma State during his one college season at the University of Texas. "That's insane. I know in the playoffs and once people get more comfortable with the arena, it's going to be insane here. I was just staring at ['The Wall'] the whole time. You're not used to that. It's going to be a tough road environment for whoever comes in here."
In the final minute of regulation, the 14-time all-star got his revenge by drilling a game-tying jumper over two defenders to force overtime. Durant and teammates Jusuf Nurkic and Bradley Beal then stared down "The Wall" to ice the game by combining to make 10 free throws in the extra period. Their handiwork from the charity stripe restored a hush to a building that had come alive for a solid hour.
"You definitely can hear the crowd," said Durant, who finished with a team-high 25 points to go with seven rebounds. "You know they're excited. They were this close to getting a stop, and then I rose up and shot that and made that. Then it was silent in there. That's one of the best feelings, especially late in a game."
Harden, who finished with 29 points, 12 rebounds and eight assists, missed a free throw and committed a turnover in the closing seconds of overtime as the game slipped away.
The Clippers clearly have a lot of work to do to make a playoff push: Leonard must return from ongoing knee problems, the 35-year-old Harden must prove he can carry the offense for months at a time, and the fans must keep coming back now that the fanfare of opening night has passed and lesser opponents await on the upcoming schedule.
Even so, the Suns left with a taste of Intuit Dome's potential if "The Wall" fulfills Ballmer's grandiose plan.
"I missed a free throw and I was pissed," Suns guard Devin Booker said. "[Durant] missed two down there, too. That s--- might work."

A wide shot of "The Wall" and the halo-style Jumbotron at Intuit Dome. (Harry How/Getty Images)
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What to focus on ahead of another Wizards rebuilding year
The Wizards likely won't win many games in the 2024-25 season, but here are the ways to gauge their success.

By Varun Shankar | 2024-10-23
The Washington Wizards might not win much, but they have direction.
When Michael Winger took over as president of Monumental Basketball and Will Dawkins as the team's general manager in the spring of 2023, they inherited an expensive team without much of a chance to emerge as a contender. Instead of staying in the NBA's dreaded middle class, they quickly traded Bradley Beal and Kristaps Porzingis as they made clear their plan to rise would take a detour through the basement.
Several other moves -- and a 15-67 season -- later, Washington has a cleaner slate. This team might have a similar outlook in terms of its place in the standings, but at least it could begin to look interesting.
The roster features more players who could be building blocks. Washington's dismal record helped it get close to the top of the draft, where it took French big man Alex Sarr at No. 2. It made two more first-round selections -- guards Bub Carrington at No. 14 and Kyshawn George at No. 24 -- who join 2023 No. 7 pick Bilal Coulibaly.
All of those players are likely to see regular playing time. Their development will sway Washington's long-term hopes and inject meaning into the season beyond mere lottery odds.
For those following the Wizards this season, beginning with their opener Thursday night against the defending champion Boston Celtics, here's what to care about:
Trying to lay the foundation, Washington is focused on defense. Last season, the Wizards finished 28th in defensive rating. Dawkins said he expects improvement, and there's reason for optimism.
Brian Keefe, in his first year as the full-time coach, is defensive-minded. Coulibaly has the tools to be an excellent perimeter defender, and the Wizards added multiple players with positional size -- including all three draft picks.
Growing pains from Washington's young players could limit its ceiling. But if the team provides consistent energy and becomes merely below average rather than disastrous on defense, that could hint at good things to come.
Ask Keefe about Sarr -- even explicitly about the rookie's offense -- and chances are the coach will bring the conversation back to the big man's defensive skill set.
In the preseason, Sarr showed he can defend the rim, but just as exciting was his work away from the basket. He seems to have the athletic ability needed to defend on the perimeter, giving Washington more flexibility on how it covers pick and rolls.
His offensive game is more of a question even after a strong performance in the preseason. That means his defensive prowess matters: Is Sarr merely a good defender, or can the Wizards build a scheme around him?
Carrington has the size, skills and basketball intelligence to become a mainstay, but it's worth monitoring his shot diet. The most efficient shots are ones at the rim and free throws; he doesn't take many at either location yet. Just eight of his 40 field goal attempts in the preseason were within five feet of the rim. He shot 6 for 11 on layups and didn't attempt a free throw in his final four preseason games.
Finishing at the rim is difficult for young players who are adjusting to the NBA's size, speed and skill. Carrington's pull-up shooting is considered a strength and should open lanes into the paint. How he performs once he gets there could determine his offensive potential.
George was the least heralded but perhaps most surprising rookie in the preseason. He averaged just 7.6 points in his lone season at Miami but was quite efficient in the preseason. He led Wizards players who averaged at least 10 minutes with a 69.6 true shooting percentage, which factors in the value of two- and three-point field goals and free throws, and was third in assist-to-turnover ratio.

No. 7 draft pick Bilal Coulibaly had a strong first half to last season, but his shooting tailed off. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post)


As a rookie last season, Coulibaly shot 36.3 percent from three-point range before the all-star break. That figure dropped to 28.2 percent for the latter portion of the season. He said last month that the grind of the long season -- he played 63 of 82 games -- may have led to the decline.
He shot 22.2 percent from three-point range in the preseason but said he wasn't worried about the low number, which came on just nine attempts.
Defenses sagged off Coulibaly last season, daring him to shoot and closing off driving lanes. Making them pay and earning their attention outside could open up options for the second-year swingman to get to the rim, where his athleticism and length could make him an effective finisher.
Poole's reputation cratered as he struggled for most of last season, his first in Washington after a trade from Golden State. A switch to point guard late in the year led to modest improvement that made Washington double down on the 25-year-old as its starting point guard to start this season.
The Wizards will have an egalitarian offense with multiple ballhandlers, but much of it will run through Poole. If he rediscovers the form that once helped the Warriors to a title, it could have massive ramifications for Washington.
This young team hopes to play fast and free, a style that could become frenetic and disorganized. Being a steadying force could mitigate those issues -- and potentially make Poole, who is signed through the 2026-27 season on a deal that averages more than $30 million, an answer to one of the Wizards' many roster questions.
The Wizards have multiple players who could be attractive to contenders by the Feb. 6 trade deadline. Center Jonas Valanciunas makes around $10 million per year and has no salary guaranteed after the 2025-26 season. That modest deal, combined with the 32-year-old's rebounding, screen-setting and post play, could make him an intriguing option for a contender.
Washington also could move Kyle Kuzma. The 29-year-old forward, who was reportedly nearly traded to Dallas at last season's deadline, would be an easy fit on most rosters. He's a proficient defender and a multilevel scorer who can handle either forward position.

Veteran forward Kyle Kuzma could be an attractive option for a contender at the trade deadline. (Nick Wass/AP)


Can Washington, a team betting on its player development skills, create value further down the roster?
The Los Angeles Clippers, with whom Winger worked before coming to D.C., developed Terance Mann from the 48th draft pick in 2019 into a player who signed a three-year, $47 million deal in September. The Oklahoma City Thunder, Dawkins's former employer, took undrafted free agent Luguentz Dort and helped him earn a five-year deal for more than $80 million.
Washington being able to mimic those success stories -- turning marginal NBA talents into regular contributors -- could hint at the efficacy of the organization's developmental strategy.
While almost nobody foresees many wins for these Wizards, Winger and Dawkins do face expectations. They have started acquiring the theoretical core of what Washington hopes is its next contender. The leadership will be judged by how those pieces -- namely Sarr, Coulibaly, Carrington and George -- perform.
If they do well, by the end of the season the Wizards can start to see the outlines of a contender forming.
If they don't, Winger and Dawkins could find themselves having to start anew.
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How NFL protocols will guide Tua Tagovailoa's return to Dolphins' lineup
After the third diagnosed concussion of Tua Tagovailoa's NFL career, the timing of the final step of his return-to-play process isn't entirely up to him. 
By Mark Maske | 2024-10-24

Quarterback Tua Tagovailoa speaks to reporters this week at the Dolphins' training facility. (Megan Briggs/Getty Images) 


Tua Tagovailoa resumed practicing this week with the Miami Dolphins, and the team aims for its star quarterback to return to the lineup in Sunday's home game against the Arizona Cardinals. But as Tagovailoa works his way back from the third diagnosed concussion of his NFL career, the timing of the final step of his return-to-play process isn't entirely up to him -- or the Dolphins.
Tagovailoa, who has not played since suffering his latest concussion during a Sept. 12 game against the Buffalo Bills, remains subject to the step-by-step return-to-play provisions of the NFL concussion protocol and must be cleared by the team's medical staff and by an independent neurological expert before being permitted to play in a game.
"When we think about once a player is diagnosed, how they return. ... they've got to become asymptomatic at baseline," Allen Sills, the NFL's chief medical officer, said during a videoconference with reporters earlier this month, "and then go through a five-step graduated exercise program, gradually increasing activity, looking for any symptom provocation during each of those steps."
Tagovailoa participated in the Dolphins' practice Wednesday. He was listed as a limited participant. The return-to-play protocols allow for a player to be cleared for "non-contact football activities" and, with a return to baseline afterward in neurocognitive and balance testing, then be cleared for "full football activity involving contact."
Players "also have to be reexamined by the team's neuropsychologist," Sills said. "They get neuropsychological testing to compare back to the baselines that are done prior to the start of training camp. They have to be examined by an independent neurologic expert, a doctor that's expert in the care of patients with concussion, and make sure that they agree the patient is fully recovered. And then lastly, the clearance by the team physician."
Tagovailoa is eligible to be activated from the injured reserve list for Sunday's game. He has missed the required four games after the Dolphins opted last month to place him on the IR list. But the IR requirements are separate from the provisions of the concussion protocol.
The protocol is designed to take return-to-play timing decisions out of the hands of teams and coaches, and place them solely under the jurisdiction of doctors.
"Every situation, every concussion is unique," Sills said. "And so we don't put a time stamp on those processes because they will differ depending on the severity of the injury. ... This return-to-play process is meant to be conservative. It's meant to be rigorous. There's duplication in there. ... And ultimately the final decision of return to play is made by the player with their medical advisers, and then that final clearance is given."
Tagovailoa, whose two previous diagnosed concussions in the NFL came during the 2022 season, said Monday that he gave no consideration to retirement in the aftermath of this concussion. He had been symptom-free, he said Monday, since the day after suffering the concussion when he lowered his head into a jarring collision with Bills safety Damar Hamlin during the Dolphins' second game of the season.
"No one's advice affected anything that I thought, in terms of returning," Tagovailoa said. "So no one had an effect on it. I had some conversations with my wife. But that was it."
Tagovailoa consulted with medical experts and asked them, he said, about the risks that he faces. Sills stressed that while the league and the NFL Players Association are involved in the return-to-play process to ensure that their protocols are followed properly, the decision about whether to continue playing after a concussion -- or concussions -- is the player's to make, in consultation with doctors.
"Ultimately the decision ... about return to play involves all of those stakeholders," Sills said. "And then there's a degree of medical autonomy. I think just like each of us, we want [a] decision-making voice in those decisions."
Tagovailoa also expressed the view this week that return-to-play decisions should be "based off of whatever that individual feels. If you feel like you can go, you can go." But the NFL's protocols do not allow a player that much autonomy on the decision about when to play.
"We review our protocol every year with our group of experts and make sure that we're up to date with sort of the latest medical consensus," Sills said. "And we want to have a rigorous and very conservative approach. We want to be very conservative in our approach to diagnosis and management of these injuries. ... Our protocol is administered not just by the team physicians but by independent experts. We have independent experts on the sideline on game day. ... We also have independent experts as part of that return-to-play process to make sure we sort of have the highest standard of care that's possible."
Tagovailoa, 26, signed a four-year, $212.4 million contract extension with the Dolphins in July. He was a Pro Bowl selection last season, when he remained healthy and in the lineup for the entire season and led the NFL with his 4,624 passing yards.
He said Monday that he'd been throwing for five weeks to prepare for his return to the field. Tagovailoa acknowledged that he must adjust his on-field playing style. He is attempting to return Sunday to a team that lost three of its four games during his absence to drop to 2-4. The Dolphins reached the playoffs in each of the previous two seasons.
"I don't think for myself I put any pressure on myself coming back and having to save the team," Tagovailoa said Monday.
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Lionel Messi is MLS's best player, but is he the MVP?
Lionel Messi's statistics with Inter Miami are ridiculous. His highlights demand multiple viewings. But his MVP case has become a hot debate in MLS circles.
By Steven Goff | 2024-10-24

Inter Miami star Lionel Messi remains a blinding vision with boyish energy and searing focus. (Carmen Mandato/Getty Images) 


Any doubts about Lionel Messi's enduring capacity to play soccer at an otherworldly level -- at 37 and deep into another physically taxing year -- were annihilated last week.
Start Oct. 15 in Buenos Aires, where the little wizard scored three goals and assisted twice as Argentina bashed Bolivia, 6-0, in a 2026 World Cup qualifier. Then move to South Florida, where four days later he came off the bench and posted another hat trick in an 11-minute pocket as Inter Miami capped the greatest regular season in MLS history with a 6-2 rampage over New England.
Messi's hunger to not only continue playing but continue dominating has carried from the sky-blue national team to his pink-splashed club side. Though not as immaculate and resilient as he once was, Messi remains a blinding vision with boyish energy and searing focus.
Nearing the end of his first full season stateside, he will begin his quest for the MLS Cup on Friday against Atlanta United in an Eastern Conference quarterfinal opener.
Unquestionably, Messi is MLS's best player -- his statistics are ridiculous and his highlights demand multiple viewings -- but is he the MVP?
In MLS circles, it has become a hot debate. With the regular season over, the voting deadline for players, technical staff and reporters has passed. (The Washington Post does not vote for awards.) The winner won't be announced for many weeks.
The MVP debate should always begin with the best player on the best team. That is Messi, who posted 20 goals, tying him for second in the Golden Boot race, three behind D.C. United's Christian Benteke. He added 16 assists, earning a share of third place. His combined count (36) is the fifth highest in MLS history.
Here's the thing: He did it in just 19 appearances and 15 starts. Projected over a full 34-game season, he would have had 36 goals and 28 assists. The MLS records are 34 goals (Los Angeles FC's Carlos Vela in 2019) and 26 assists (Tampa Bay Mutiny's Carlos Valderrama in 2000).
Then again, Messi did it in just 19 appearances and 15 starts. He played in just 56 percent of Miami's games and started in 44 percent, raising the question of whether a part-time player deserves a full-season award.
His team was outstanding with him (12-1-6) and very good without him (10-3-2). His support system produced as well: Luis Suarez also scored 20 goals, Jordi Alba had 14 assists (followed by Julian Gressel with 12), and Sergio Busquets conducted the midfield.
While Miami did just fine without Messi, it was better with him, both in results and aesthetics. As he did with them at Barcelona, Messi brought out the best in Suarez, Alba and Busquets. And if not for Messi's famous MLS move in June 2023, that supporting trio would not have followed him to South Florida.
If not Messi, who deserves the trophy? The Golden Boot winner must always garner consideration. This year, it was D.C. United's Benteke, whose 23 goals led the league. He also had seven assists. Had D.C. made the playoffs, the Belgian striker would have a strong case. As Coach Troy Lesesne said, "Without him, it's a different season for D.C. United."
But this season was no different from the previous four -- United missed the postseason again.

D.C. United's Christian Benteke is the Golden Boot winner. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post) 


Another top contender is Juan "Cucho" Hernandez, the Colombian forward whose ability to create and finish with artistry and ruthlessness has positioned the Columbus Crew for a possible championship repeat. He had 19 goals and 14 assists in 27 regular season appearances, plus six and four combined in the Crew's run to the Concacaf Champions Cup and Leagues Cup finals.
Hernandez is the conductor of Coach Wilfried Nancy's symphony, an elegant unit that isn't reliant on one player.
Others in the mix include Suarez, 37, who had six multigoal games; FC Cincinnati's Luciano Acosta, the 2023 MVP who had 14 goals and 19 assists; the Portland Timbers' Evander, who tied Acosta for the assists lead and scored 15 goals; and the Galaxy's Gabriel Pec (16, 14) and Riqui Puig (13, 15).

Cucho Hernandez had 19 goals and 14 assists in 27 regular season appearances. (Jason Mowry/Getty Images) 


Such awards are supposed to honor performance only. But if you take the "V" in "MVP" literally, it's hard to not look beyond the field to Messi's value to Miami, MLS and soccer in this country.
Tickets to Miami's away matches sold fast -- even if he ended up disappointing fans by not playing because of injury, national team call-ups or load management. Pink Messi jerseys glow everywhere.
Thanks to Messi, MLS's presence grew beyond borders and Miami became a worldwide brand, much like the Los Angeles Galaxy upon David Beckham's arrival in 2007. Apple TV -- which streams all MLS games as part of a 10-year, $2.5 billion deal that started last year -- sold subscriptions, though neither the company nor the league will share that data.
Is it fair to the other MVP contenders to weigh Messi's influence at the box office and marketplace? Probably not. Fine. Throw out those factors. Let his statistics, clout across 90 minutes (albeit irregularly) and prominent role for the MLS Cup favorite stand tall on their own.
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Liberty celebrate WNBA title with a Canyon of Heroes parade
New York is celebrating the city's first basketball title in 51 years with a parade and a rally for the WNBA champion LIberty.
By Cindy  Boren | 2024-10-24

The New York Liberty paraded through New York City on Oct. 24 in celebration of the city's first professional basketball championship in 51 years.


New York City is throwing a party befitting its first professional basketball championship in 51 years, honoring the Liberty with a "ticker tape" parade through Manhattan's Canyon of Heroes Thursday morning.
The Liberty outlasted the Minnesota Lynx 67-62 in overtime of a winner-take-all fifth game Sunday night, capturing the WNBA team's first championship after 27 seasons of disappointment and setting the stage for the iconic scene of flying paper in Lower Manhattan.
Technically, the paper used now is confetti. Ticker tape is a long-gone Financial District byproduct so bags of shredded, recycled paper now are supplied by the Downtown Alliance. "Ticker tape is like the way of the fax machine, but it's a nice thing for people who want to get in the spirit," Jessica Lappin, president of the Downtown Alliance, told New York's ABC affiliate. "For us to help out, we have these relationships, and we're happy to do it."
"This championship is not only for us and New York City -- it's for all 'Liberty Loyals' and our Brooklyn community," Liberty CEO Keia Clarke said in a statement on Monday. "We are honored to celebrate at the iconic Canyon of Heroes, and also come together with our passionate fans at our home in Brooklyn. The community in the borough has embraced us wholeheartedly since we began playing at Barclays Center and we want to share this moment with them."
The so-called Canyon of Heroes is a roughly one-mile stretch from Battery Park through the Lower Manhattan Financial District and ends at City Hall. Since 1886, when the first parade is believed to have been a spontaneous celebration during the Statue of Liberty's dedication, more than 200 paper-laden parades have taken place, with the most recent one occurring in 2021 when health-care and essential workers in the coronavirus pandemic were honored.
The parade is the first to celebrate a pro basketball title, with the 1973 NBA champion New York Knicks honored only in a City Hall ceremony.

New York Liberty forward Jonquel Jones, center, waves as she rides on a float holding the MVP trophy. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)


The last sports team to get the treatment that is unique to New York was the 2019 U.S. women's soccer team after it won the World Cup (it also was honored in 2015). The most recent New York sports team honored was the New York Giants after their 2012 Super Bowl win. The first sports team to be recognized was Team USA from the 1924 Olympics. The Yankees, who will face the Los Angeles Dodgers in the World Series, have had the most ticker-tape parades (nine, the last in 2009).
The party doesn't end with the rally at City Hall, where players received keys to the city. There's a celebration Thursday night at Brooklyn's Barclays Center.
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Five matchups that could decide the World Series
With a star-studded Fall Classic between the Yankees and Dodgers set to begin Friday, here are the key matchups that will help determine a winner.
By Chelsea Janes | 2024-10-24
A World Series matchup for the ages will materialize Friday night when the Los Angeles Dodgers host the New York Yankees to open their first meeting in the Fall Classic since 1981. The free-spending, high-profile powerhouses also feature some of the sport's biggest names: Shohei Ohtani, Mookie Betts and Freddie Freeman will lead the Dodgers against Aaron Judge, Juan Soto and, on some nights, Gerrit Cole for the Yankees.
And while those stars and their showdowns obviously will play a major role, plenty of others could go just as far in determining the MLB champion. Here are five matchups that could decide who wins it all:
Freeman is one of the best left-handed hitters of this generation. He has a chance to be a Hall of Famer. But the sprained right ankle he suffered in the final week of the season reduced him to a hobbled shadow of himself as he gutted out eight of the Dodgers' first 11 postseason games.
By the middle of the Dodgers' National League Championship Series against the New York Mets, it was clear Freeman's swing was compromised by his inability to drive into his front foot. He swung and missed at pitches he normally hits. His power was gone. He missed two of the last three NLCS games.
But Game 1 of the World Series will take place a week after he last played, and he told reporters Tuesday that he plans to be in the starting lineup Friday against Cole. If his ankle has healed enough that he can hit a little more like Freddie Freeman, a lineup that scored more runs in a single series than any other NL team in postseason history will be even more formidable.
This World Series features two of the more accomplished and scrutinized managers in the sport. The Dodgers' Dave Roberts leads all active managers in career winning percentage (.627). Boone is second (.584). Both have extensive postseason experience as managers and as players. It was Boone, you might recall, who ended the 2003 ALCS for the Yankees with a walk-off home run against Tim Wakefield and the Boston Red Sox. It was Roberts who stole the base that helped launch an epic Red Sox comeback a year later.
And both managers will find themselves at the center of the action over the next week because their bullpens, while good enough to get them here, are not structured for easy plug-and-play. Neither has a set ninth-inning option. Unless Alex Vesia can return from the strained intercostal muscle that he suffered in the division series, the Dodgers do not have a proven left-hander. The Yankees are riding righty Luke Weaver as their main shutdown option, but he only became that option a few weeks ago, still in danger of regressing to an earlier mean.
Plus, the key parts of both teams' lineups are nearly impossible to navigate according to traditional righty-lefty matchups because relievers must face at least three batters at a time: Lefty Soto hits in front of righty Judge. Lefty Ohtani hits in front of righty Betts, who would hit in front of lefty Freeman (if he is healthy).
Both bullpens are tired, and both lineups will gain familiarity with opposing relievers in a seven-game series. Pushing the right buttons -- or, at least, pushing the buttons that work, which is not always the same thing -- will be crucial.

Dave Roberts has the highest career winning percentage among active managers. (Julio Cortez/AP)


Much was made of Ohtani's splits in the first two rounds of the postseason. At one point, he was hitting nearly .800 with runners on base and had yet to produce a hit with the bases empty. He finally broke the trend, but the numbers were telling of how these top-heavy lineups must operate: Pitching against Ohtani, Betts, Freeman, Judge, Soto and Giancarlo Stanton is not easy with no one on base. It is much harder -- almost an exercise in limiting damage rather than preventing it -- when runners are on.
For the Dodgers, that means recently struggling catcher Will Smith must be able to continue the momentum he created with a home run in Game 6 of the NLCS. Kike Hernandez must keep up his outsize October production. And it would certainly help if NLCS MVP Tommy Edman, who hit .407 with four extra-base hits in the series, stays hot.
For the Yankees, Anthony Volpe building on a strong postseason would help immensely. Revivals from Jazz Chisholm Jr. (.158 average in the ALCS) and Alex Verdugo (.176) would set up the heart of the order better, too. The idea that both lineups need everyone at their best, top to bottom, is not exactly a stunning insight. But in October, when every at-bat matters, every extra base runner offers the potential to alter fates.
The Dodgers are in the World Series because their bullpen has been dominant and their starters have not crippled them. They lack a true ace such as Cole. They lack an obvious No. 2 as the Yankees have in Carlos Rodon. They are, to put it bluntly, crossing their fingers that trade deadline acquisition Jack Flaherty can be good enough to save their bullpen twice a series. Neither Yoshinobu Yamamoto nor Walker Buehler has proved capable of pitching through a lineup more than twice.
Flaherty dominated the Mets in Game 1 of the NLCS. He flopped in Game 5, after which Roberts said the righty was under the weather in chilly New York. On Friday, Flaherty will be pitching in the warm Los Angeles weather, in the most familiar surroundings, opposite the kind of ace he hopes to prove he is ready to be as he hits free agency this offseason.
Somehow, Flaherty has never faced Judge. He has held Soto to one hit in nine career at-bats. If he can shut down the Yankees in traditional Game 1 starter fashion, he will save Roberts from needing to show as many relievers to the Yankees early. If not, Roberts is probably facing as many as seven games in which his starters work twice through the lineup at most. So far, Yankees starters have looked more capable of pitching deep into games. At this point in the season, with relievers exhausted, that could be a decisive advantage.

Jack Flaherty will start Game 1 for the Dodgers. (Sarah Stier/Getty Images)


Ohtani and Judge are just about locks to win this year's MVP awards. They are the most celebrated talents of this era. Their presence in this World Series is one of the reasons it could be such a memorable showdown. But the matchup in question here is more literal.
Ohtani had surgery to repair his throwing elbow in September 2023. He spent this entire regular season compiling MVP numbers offensively while rehabbing that elbow on the side. By late September, he was throwing off the Dodger Stadium mound. As recently as last week before Game 6 of the NLCS, Ohtani was throwing pitches on flat ground, signaling fastball and slider and trying to locate.
In other words, all indications are Ohtani is nearing the point in his rehab process in which he would start throwing off the mound to build stamina for a return. But the Dodgers wouldn't need Ohtani to start to help their overworked bullpen. And he would not need to get more than a few outs to have an impact.
Now, to be clear, the Dodgers have given no indication they are considering using the man to whom they committed $700 million out of the bullpen in the World Series. When asked whether Ohtani would be active as a pitcher for Games 6 and 7 of the NLCS, Roberts was adamant: No, thanks for asking. If some teams would consider the gamesmanship of floating Ohtani as an option just to force their opponents to prepare for it, Roberts would not try it last week.
Besides, maybe it would be too much to ask for Ohtani to conduct his first rehab outing in a World Series game. But the rules are always different for Ohtani, who has yet to encounter a baseball challenge he could not meet. Remember the 2023 World Baseball Classic, when he struck out Mike Trout to end it? If anyone could do it ...




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/10/24/dodgers-yankees-world-series-predictions/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



JFK wanted to fix 'soft Americans,' so he turned to pro athletes
As a candidate and as the president, John F. Kennedy was focused on the physical health of American citizens. Athletes became his allies.
By Frederic J. Frommer | 2024-10-24

Future Hall of Famer Stan Musial was one of the most prominent "Sportsmen for Kennedy." (AP) 


Several of Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s relatives have condemned his endorsement of Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump as a "betrayal" of the Kennedy family's values. But in at least one significant way, Kennedy is overtly trying to tap into the legacy of his uncle, Democrat John F. Kennedy -- by focusing on improving the physical health of American citizens.
While experts are skeptical of some of his stances, Robert F. Kennedy Jr. is touting a "Make America Healthy Again" campaign, aimed at priorities such as reducing consumption of processed foods and soda and increasing federal health spending on "preventive, alternative and holistic approaches."
JFK made getting Americans into shape a major theme of his presidential campaign against Richard M. Nixon in 1960, warning that the era's "soft American" posed a threat to national security. Kennedy rolled out a National Sportsmen for Kennedy Committee with dozens of athletes, including some of the country's biggest current and former stars. Among them: MLB's Willie Mays, Stan Musial, Joe DiMaggio and Hank Aaron; the NFL's Johnny Unitas; and the NBA's Bob Cousy.
This year's Democratic candidate, Vice President Kamala Harris, recently launched Athletes for Harris, which includes 15 Pro Football Hall of Famers, including Emmitt Smith, Drew Pearson and Calvin Johnson. Trump, a former United States Football League team owner, has the backing of former sports stars such as baseball slugger Darryl Strawberry, boxing champion Mike Tyson and football legend Lawrence Taylor. (In 2016, Trump repeated JFK's critique of a weakness afflicting America but added the NFL to the mix, lamenting that "football has become soft like our country has become soft.")
When Kennedy announced his sports committee in October 1960, he framed the issue in stark terms:
"In the difficult years ahead -- when our nation must lead the world to peace --  we must not only be strong as a nation but as individuals," the announcement read. "Far too many of our young people are rejected from military service because they are in poor health or in poor physical condition. A national program of physical fitness is as important to our success as a democracy as is a national program for economic growth. Certain members of the world community think we have gone soft both as a nation and as individuals."
The term "soft" was a buzzword of the time, when "soft on Communism" was one of the worst epitaphs you could lob at a political opponent. It was the height of the Cold War, and politicians of both parties were obsessed with keeping up with the Soviet Union in every aspect of life.
"There was the perception that the Soviets were hard, that they were physically fit and very spartan, and that Americans had become soft," said Joel P. Rhodes, a history professor at Southeast Missouri State University who wrote about the Kennedy fitness initiative in his book, "Growing Up in a Land Called Honalee: The Sixties in the Lives of American Children."
Rhodes said in a recent interview that some people in that era were concerned that affluence was undermining Americans and that the nation's kids were "becoming overly mothered."
The list of athletes signing up for Kennedy's committee was striking. Among the other well-known names: basketball player Elgin Baylor, baseball player Orlando Cepeda, football player Gene "Big Daddy" Lipscomb and Olympic track star Ralph Metcalfe.
JFK had a special bond with Musial, the St. Louis Cardinals outfielder and future Hall of Famer who was near the end of his career. When they first met during the campaign, Kennedy had told him: "They tell me you're too old to play ball and I'm too young to run for president. I have a hunch we'll fool 'em." On Election Day 1960, JFK was 43, and Musial was two weeks shy of his 40th birthday.
Some high-profile athletes also signed up for the rival "Dick Nixon Sports Committee," which the GOP candidate welcomed at an August event. Among those in attendance were football star Frank Gifford, Washington Senators sluggers Harmon Killebrew and Jim Lemon, and Florence Chadwick, a long-distance swimmer who 10 years earlier had set a women's record for crossing the English Channel.
But Nixon, who was vice president at the time, didn't announce his group with anything approaching Kennedy's flourish -- in fact, the famously unathletic politician was downright self-deprecating. "Here I am, a third-string tackle, a poor golfer," he told the group. "I can't swim ... and I never could play baseball."
As if to reinforce his reputation, that same day Nixon was admitted to Walter Reed Army Medical Center with an infected knee, two weeks after banging it against a car door. But the strapping Kennedy was not the picture of fitness he projected on the campaign trail, suffering from a host of health issues, such as serious back problems and Addison's disease.
Other prominent athletes backing Nixon included football legend Red Grange and baseball stars Ted Williams, Ernie Banks, Jackie Robinson and Ty Cobb. (Nixon was a huge sports fan, and when he became president years later, he would write a nearly 3,000-word story for the Associated Press naming his list of all-time greatest baseball players.)
A UPI humor columnist wrote an October 1960 piece proposing an "Olympiad of politics" pitting Kennedy's athletic backers against Nixon's.

Years before he became president, Richard M. Nixon jokingly called himself a poor golfer. (AP) 


Kennedy's predecessor, Republican Dwight D. Eisenhower, alarmed by research showing American kids lagging behind those in other countries in fitness measures, held a President's Conference on the Fitness of American Youth at the Naval Academy in 1956. Ironically, Eisenhower couldn't attend because of an operation, so his vice president, Nixon, wound up addressing the group, which included MLB Commissioner Ford Frick, Hall of Fame baseball player Rogers Hornsby, NBA star George Mikan and FBI director J. Edgar Hoover.
"We are not a nation of softies, but we could become one if proper attention is not given to the trend of our time, which is toward the invention of all sorts of gadgetry to make life easy," Nixon said, according to an AP story at the time -- using language similar to that invoked by Kennedy four years later.
"The super athlete is not our primary concern. He will take care of himself. It is the boy or girl with ordinary physical abilities who should receive the major share of attention," Nixon told the delegates. A month later, Eisenhower created the President's Council on Youth Fitness by executive order.
After Kennedy won the 1960 presidential election, he continued to hammer those poor softies, penning a Sports Illustrated cover story that December headlined "The Soft American." The president-elect called American kids' poor physical fitness a "menace" to national security.
In that article, he cited studies that found a decline in physical fitness among America's youth: "The findings showed that despite our unparalleled standard of living, despite our good food and our many playgrounds, despite our emphasis on school athletics, American youth lagged far behind Europeans in physical fitness."
"Of course, modern advances and increasing leisure can add greatly to the comfort and enjoyment of life," he wrote. "But they must not be confused with indolence, with, in the words of Theodore Roosevelt, 'slothful ease,' with an increasing deterioration of our physical strength."
In the Soviet Union, Kennedy wrote, the United States faced "a powerful and implacable adversary" that would require a physically fit citizenry to confront. He sprinkled in the words "vigor" or "vigorous" nine times; decades later, people still associate him with those words.
A month after his inauguration, JFK convened a conference on physical fitness and reorganized the president's council, naming legendary Oklahoma football coach Bud Wilkinson its chairman.
"We do not want in the United States a nation of spectators," Kennedy told a fitness conference at the Department of Health, Education and Welfare on Feb. 21, 1961. "We want a nation of participants in the vigorous life."
Rhodes, the professor, said that Kennedy's emphasis on physical fitness allowed him "to contrast the vigor of the New Frontier compared to this grandfatherly Eisenhower. Kennedy is the youngest president ever elected, receiving the torch from the oldest man who had ever been elected" to that point. At 43, Kennedy was a generation younger than Eisenhower, who was 70 when he left the White House, the first president to reach that milestone in office.

As part of his fitness push, JFK reprised a 1908 running challenge by President Teddy Roosevelt to the Marines. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post) 


The new president was not above fat-shaming America's youth in a way that wouldn't fly today.
"There is nothing, I think, more unfortunate than to have soft, chubby, fat-looking children who go to watch their school play basketball every Saturday and regard that as their week's exercise," Kennedy said in an April 1962 speech.
As part of his fitness push, JFK reprised a 1908 challenge by former president Theodore Roosevelt to the Marines, to march 50 miles in 20 hours. JFK's brother and attorney general, Robert F. Kennedy, sported leather Oxford shoes as he hiked 50 miles of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal towpath in snow and slush in February 1963. Many regular Americans took up the challenge, too.
"Things have reached the point where all the President has to do is drop a hint and the whole country is off and walking," the Boston Globe observed in a Feb. 11, 1963, front-page story. "College students, postmasters, Boy Scouts, marines, airmen and even sports editors are tumbling over each other in their willingness to accept President Kennedy's recent fitness challenge."
The Kennedy administration waged an extensive fitness publicity campaign featuring print, radio, TV and display advertising. Among the messaging was an ad showing a man with a bulging stomach next to the headline, "Is this the shape of things to come?" and warned, "Easy living is sapping the strength and vitality of our children."
The President's Council on Physical Fitness (slightly renamed from the Eisenhower era) distributed more than 200,000 copies of its fitness program and encouraged schools to participate during the 1961-62 school year, leading to an increase in the number of kids who passed a physical fitness program, according to the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library. (One of Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s proposals is to issue new presidential fitness standards.)
JFK's work on this and many other issues was cut short by his assassination in 1963. Five years later, a Washington woman formed a new National Sportsmen for Kennedy group on behalf of his brother's presidential campaign, starting with the athletes that had backed JFK and headed by Musial. After RFK, too, was assassinated, the New York Times described his draw for athletes, which could also have explained their original attraction to JFK. The June 8, 1968, story read:
"Kennedy supporters spoke often of the identification athletes felt with the Senator. He had energy, ambition, perseverance, physical courage and a sense of his body. He appealed to the younger men of the country, and athletes are young. Also, athletes were attracted by the Kennedy camp's glamour and will-to-win, two of the intangibles that had brought them into sports in the first place."
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The NBA Cup's bold painted courts are back. This time, with more circles.
The NBA's in-season tournament will continue to feature distinctive courts in its second edition. Here is a look at some of the designs.
By Ben Golliver | 2024-10-24

The TD Garden court will turn green when the Boston Celtics host games during the second edition of the NBA Cup, the league's in-season tournament. (NBA)


The NBA is bringing back bold painted courts for the second edition of its in-season tournament this fall, but the multicolor horizontal runway design used last year has been replaced by a simpler look that features one dominant color and circles emanating from center court.
The refreshed look will debut when the NBA Cup begins group stage play in November. Like last year, when the NBA launched the event, teams will play on the painted courts, rather than their traditional hardwood, to help fans and television viewers quickly differentiate between tournament games and regular season games. Debate among fans about the bright designs generated additional discussion about the event, which was conceived to build interest in the league's early-season schedule.
Some elements of the inaugural court designs remain, including the NBA Cup trophy at center court and angled trophy designs in the keys at both ends of the floor. This year, though, the horizontal striped look has been replaced by a court that features multiple shades of a team's primary color in the form of concentric circles and a subtle background design touch unique to each team. The three concentric circles and shaded regions are meant to reflect the NBA Cup's three-stage format, and the use of circles meshes naturally with the trophy's spherical design, the arced lines on the court and a basketball, while also evoking a spotlight.
The defending NBA champion Boston Celtics will play on a green court at TD Garden that will feature a dark green circle near center court that is surrounded by a larger, lighter green circle that extends past the free throw lines on both sides, and an even lighter section near the hoops and baselines. Boston's court also includes minimalistic white rectangular icons that reference the Celtics' famous parquet.

The Los Angeles Lakers' NBA Cup court features a skyline dotted with skyscrapers and palm trees. (NBA)


Creative directors for all 30 teams were involved in the court design process this season, working with league executives to select distinct background themes and word marks.
"[NBA Commissioner Adam Silver's] vision of creating a vehicle to separate these games from all other games was certainly brilliant," said Christopher Arena, the NBA's head of on-court and brand partnerships. "How do we double down on that? Having the courts continue to be painted made a lot of sense. We didn't want to run [the same design] back. Let's get the teams involved and give them some agency as to what a court they're playing on can look like."
The Los Angeles Lakers will play on a yellow court at Crypto.com Arena with a skyline backdrop dotted with skyscrapers and palm trees; stars that represent each of the franchise's 17 championships run along one sideline. Meanwhile, the Washington Wizards will utilize a red court at Capital One Arena that features a player's outstretched hand and a ball that call back to the franchise's "Baltimore Bullets" era.

The Washington Wizards' court at Capital One Arena will have a subtle reference to a logo that dates back to the Baltimore Bullets era. (NBA)


There are some inspired choices among this year's designs: The Charlotte Hornets will use a teal honeycomb look, while the Milwaukee Bucks placed antlers alongside the key to reinforce their "Fear the Deer" slogan. The Portland Trail Blazers nodded to their "City of Roses" moniker with rose petal outlines on a black court, and the Indiana Pacers paid tribute to radio commentator Slick Leonard's "Boom Baby!" catchphrase.
This year's designs also cover a wide spectrum of colors, including: gray (Brooklyn Nets), wine (Cleveland Cavaliers), blue (Dallas Mavericks), green (Minnesota Timberwolves), orange (New York Knicks) and purple (Toronto Raptors). Each team's court color was selected to complement, rather than match, its "Statement Edition" jersey for maximum visual contrast. The Blazers will wear red jerseys while playing on their black court, for example, and the Raptors will wear black jerseys on their purple hardwood.
"However polarizing [the painted courts] might have been, it was mission accomplished," designer Victor Solomon said. "They made a statement and [gave viewers] a visceral reaction to what you were watching. It was a really beautiful idea. We wanted to take that foundational concept and spin it forward. Every team has their own flavor, style and colors. We gave the teams some thought starters and then gave them the keys to drive it. When they came back to us, we encouraged them to push it further and get a little crazy with this thing. Let's make it evocative and bold. If you're causing conversation, it's not necessarily the worst thing in the world."

The Toronto Raptors went all in on purple for their NBA Cup court. (Prichter/NBA)


The NBA Cup, which was called the "in-season tournament" during its first run, consists of an opening round that will take place on Tuesdays and Fridays from Nov. 12 to Dec. 3. The event will proceed to the quarterfinals on Dec. 10 and Dec. 11 before concluding at T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas with the semifinals Dec. 14 and the championship game Dec. 17.
The tournament opens with the league's 30 teams divided into six groups of five for a round-robin stage. Eight teams -- the six group winners and two wild cards -- will advance to a knockout round. Each team's in-season tournament games will also count as part of its 82-game regular season schedule, but the teams that advance to the championship game will play an 83rd game that won't count in the regular season standings. LeBron James and the Lakers defeated the Indiana Pacers to win the inaugural in-season tournament.
The NBA found itself in a time crunch last year and used multiple manufacturers to produce the courts for the inaugural tournament. Several stars complained that the courts were slippery and could lead to injury, and the Denver Nuggets' court had to be repainted shortly before tip-off because the three-point line was set at the wrong distance. Arena said a single manufacturer was used this year and that the production process was more orderly the second time around.
"This year, we had time on our side," Arena said. "Player safety is paramount to everything we do. Their performance is paramount to everything that happens. We were able to put more checks and balance in to make sure these [courts] come out great. The same people working on the Cup courts are the same people who are working on the regular season courts."

The Portland Trail Blazers leaned into their "City of Roses" tagline with subtle rose petals on a black court for the NBA Cup. (NBA)
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'This is the start you want': Six games in, the Capitals can't stop winning
The Capitals' hot start to the season continues with a 6-3 win over the struggling Flyers, extending their winning streak to five.
By Bailey Johnson | 2024-10-24

Capitals left wing Pierre-Luc Dubois celebrates his empty-net goal that all but iced Washington's 6-3 win over the Flyers. (Geoff Burke/USA TODAY Sports via Reuters Con)


It has only been six games. It's still October. The Washington Capitals aren't even 10 percent of the way through their 82-game season, and it's still far too early to tell where they'll fit in the overall picture across the NHL.
But after beating the Philadelphia Flyers, 6-3, at Capital One Arena on Wednesday night to sweep a home-and-home set against a Metropolitan Division rival, Washington is 5-1-0 and on a five-game winning streak.
The Flyers (1-5-1) have struggled and haven't looked like a team that will challenge for a playoff spot. But regardless of the opponent, it's difficult to beat the same team two nights in a row in the NHL, and Washington took care of business both times. The Capitals had to hang on down the stretch Wednesday after the Flyers cut what had been a 4-0 lead to 4-3, but they did just enough.
Goaltender Logan Thompson made 26 saves on 29 shots to continue his undefeated start for Washington. Ivan Fedotov stopped 20 of 24 shots for Philadelphia.
"You've got to give our guys a lot of credit to be able to dig in there in the third period," Capitals Coach Spencer Carbery said. "... There was a lot of, call them dicey situations there protecting that lead, but we dug in and did enough to get two points against a team that was pretty desperate tonight."
It was a slow start for both teams, not uncommon on the second night of a back-to-back. Winger Taylor Raddysh put Washington ahead just 4:50 in with a deflection of a shot by defenseman Dylan McIlrath, but it was an otherwise-quiet opening frame. The teams combined for just nine shots on goal -- six for the Capitals and three for the Flyers.
In the second period, both sides found their legs.
Center Nic Dowd went to the box for holding 27 seconds into the period, a penalty that the Capitals killed, and he needed just 22 seconds after emerging to double the lead. Defenseman Rasmus Sandin found Dowd in space at the top of the slot after the puck cycled behind the net, and Dowd sent a wrist shot to the net that beat Fedotov through traffic.
Forward Connor McMichael broke the game open with two goals just over three minutes apart, one at 4:04 and the other at 7:16. On the first, center Pierre-Luc Dubois sprung McMichael with a backhand saucer pass through the neutral zone. McMichael skated onto the puck as it crossed the blue line and worked in alone on Fedotov before beating him with a backhander that he elevated over the sprawling 6-foot-7 netminder.
On McMichael's next shift, he was in the slot to tip home a shot by defenseman Trevor van Riemsdyk that came from just inside the blue line. McMichael's second goal gave him three consecutive multi-point games and brought his season point total to eight, tied with center Dylan Strome for the team lead.
John Tortorella's teams rarely go down without a fight, though, and trailing 4-0 less than halfway into the game, the Flyers raised their level. Travis Konecny scored on the power play to put Philadelphia on the board at 12:04, beating Thompson with a wrister from the bottom of the right circle.
Just over four minutes later, Owen Tippett pulled the Flyers within two. After recording just three shots in the first period, Philadelphia racked up 17 in the middle frame, and Thompson had to make several flashy saves to keep the Flyers from getting closer than they did.
"You could tell we were absolutely gassed, physically and mentally," Carbery said. "Poor decisions and back on our heels."
Philadelphia carried that momentum into the third period, and unlike in Tuesday's game at Wells Fargo Center, Washington struggled to regain control. On Tuesday, the Capitals clamped down after allowing a goal on the first shift of the third. On Wednesday, the Flyers cut their deficit to 4-3 at 6:36 on a four-on-three power play goal by rookie Matvei Michkov.
Thompson carried the Capitals the rest of the way.
"He had some really big saves," Raddysh said. "Obviously there's some that could've found the back of the net, but he was there to make the big save. He's been doing that quite well. We've just got to keep trying to defend better in front of him and try to limit those chances."
The Capitals' power play had a chance to provide much-needed cushion when Morgan Frost went to the box for holding with 4:57 remaining, but the four-game scoring drought with a man advantage continued. After the power play expired, the Flyers pulled Fedotov for an extra attacker, and Dubois hit the empty net less than 30 seconds later.
Captain Alex Ovechkin added another empty-net tally with 1:10 left for his second goal of the season. Ovechkin moved within 39 goals of tying Wayne Gretzky's NHL record of 894.
The Capitals are trying not to get ahead of themselves this early in the season, but the confidence of being on an early roll has given them a significant boost.
"This is the start you want," Dubois said. "We're probably not going to go 81-1, but you want to ride the wave as long as you can. It's not perfect. Tonight's not perfect. Last game wasn't perfect. None of the games were perfect, but to find a way to win the games, that's what the top teams do.
"We want to get there. It's a long season -- there's a lot to do -- but these points are just as valuable as the points in March."
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If Maryland turns season around, it started with 'gutsy calls' vs. USC
The Terrapins' late two-point conversion and fourth down success helped them get back on the path toward bowl eligibility ahead of Saturday's game at Minnesota.
By Gene Wang | 2024-10-24

Maryland quarterback Billy Edwards Jr. passed for a career-high 373 yards Saturday against USC. (Graeme Sloan for The Washington Post)


After directing an improbable come-from-behind win against Southern California on Saturday night, Maryland quarterback Billy Edwards Jr. walked to a lectern to address reporters, took a breath and smiled subtly. His opening remarks underscored a combination of relief and elation from the 29-28 result the Terrapins hope will be a starting point as they try to rescue a season that had been careening in the wrong direction.
"How about that?" Edwards said, echoing the surprise emanating throughout SECU Stadium from the homecoming spectators who remained to witness the Terrapins' first Big Ten victory this year.
In truth, Edwards and his teammates had rehearsed for such circumstances during the previous week of practice that yielded a blueprint for rallying from a two-touchdown deficit early in the fourth quarter. It began with Edwards taking account of a mistake he made during the fourth quarter of a 37-10 loss to visiting Northwestern in the Terrapins' previous game.
His interception with 6:14 to play gave the Wildcats possession at the Maryland 20, and they put the outcome out of reach with a touchdown less than two minutes later. This time, with the Terrapins trailing USC 28-14, Edwards's poise and reassuring voice in the huddle resulted in a 10-play, 75-yard touchdown drive followed by his two-point conversion pass to wide receiver Kaden Prather.
The aggressive strategy to go for two was a part of the script, Coach Michael Locksley said, and reinforced to his players the intent of pursuing the win rather than playing for overtime. Maryland also went for it six times on fourth down, converting three.
"We use the analytics of it," Locksley said. "When you're down two scores, it tells you coach's decision late in the game. At some point if you want to win the game, you're going to have to go for two, or you go to overtime. I had made the decision that we were playing to win. That's what I told our team."
Edwards put the finishing touches on Maryland's largest fourth-quarter comeback since 2020 with a three-yard touchdown run with 53 seconds left after Donnell Brown blocked a field goal attempt that would have put the Trojans back ahead by two possessions. Fans rushed the field as time expired, and days later, the Terrapins (4-3, 1-3 Big Ten) were still basking in the triumph even as they were looking ahead to Saturday's game on the road against Minnesota (4-3. 2-2).
A victory in Minneapolis would put Maryland on the cusp of bowl eligibility in its quest for a fourth straight bowl appearance. The Terrapins, who have won three bowl games in as many seasons for the first time in program history, have not made four bowl appearances in a row since 1982 through 1985 under then-coach Bobby Ross.
"Walking back out there, down 14 in the fourth quarter, I think I learned from the previous week to where I feel like I forced things a little bit too much, obviously felt like we were against the clock and made a bad decision," Edwards said. "Coming out there [against the Trojans], I was like: 'Don't abandon my training. We have plenty of time. The defense is playing good. Right now, the main goal is to lead a touchdown drive.' ...
"As long as you can keep it a one-possession ballgame in the fourth quarter, it's anyone's game. We're comfortable being in that situation with kind of the mentality we have as team."
The victory ended a two-game slide, and Maryland amassed its most points against a power conference opponent this season one week after it scored a season low. Edwards threw for a career-high 373 yards, completing 39 of 50 passes with two touchdowns and one interception. He leads Big Ten quarterbacks in passing yards per game (301.9) and has thrown for at least 250 yards in all seven games this season.
Since 1996, the only other Big Ten quarterback to compile more consecutive games with at least 250 passing yards was Ohio State's C.J. Stroud with nine in 2021.
Edwards completed eight passes for 84 yards to wide receiver Octavian Smith Jr., who set career highs in each category and scored on a 16-yard touchdown catch in the second quarter. The junior's emergence comes as Prather and Tai Felton, the Big Ten leader in receptions (64) and receiving yards (803), have been getting the lion's share of attention from opposing defenses.
Behind that trio and Edwards, as well as tight ends Dylan Wade and Preston Howard, the Terrapins lead the conference in passing. Minnesota, meanwhile, ranks first in the Big Ten in interceptions (13) and is second in fewest passing yards allowed per game (139.6).
"Our goal going into every game is to make the other team quit, and those gutsy calls that [Locksley] made, and we were able to complete those, it gave us the confidence that we're here ... to win the game," Smith said. "We trust coach and everything he does. As his players, we're going to go out there and do whatever we can to accomplish the goal."
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College football best bets: Navy is a fun story; Notre Dame is the pick 
The Midshipmen are ranked and riding a wave of momentum, but the Fighting Irish will be tough to beat.
By Matt Bonesteel | 2024-10-24

Defensive lineman Rylie Mills and Notre Dame hope to be a few steps ahead of upstart Navy on Saturday. (Michael Caterina/AP)


Woof.
After a 7-1 run got this column back to .500 for the season, the sports betting gods put me in my place last weekend with four incorrect picks. I'm now 14-18 for the year, and it's time to dig out of another hole.
This column will give out four college football picks per week: the game of the week, a favorite, an underdog and a wild card, which can be anything (another favorite or underdog in a game that might be flying under the radar or a total, for instance). Hopefully we'll all be in good shape by the time the clock hits zero at the national championship game in Atlanta on Jan. 20.
All times Eastern.
No. 12 Notre Dame vs. No. 24 Navy in East Rutherford, N.J.
Noon, ABC
The pick: Notre Dame -121/2 (FanDuel)
The unbeaten Midshipmen, whose wonderfully efficient offense no longer relies solely on the triple option, are one of the best stories in college football, and picking the Fighting Irish here is kind of like picking the Galactic Empire to beat the Rebel Alliance in "Star Wars." But I don't see a way around it. Navy has covered all five of its games against Football Bowl Subdivision opponents by an average of 18 points, but Temple, Memphis, UAB, Air Force and Charlotte have an average rank of 110.4 out of 134 FBS teams in terms of SP+, a tempo- and opponent-based measure of efficiency developed by ESPN's Bill Connelly, with only Memphis in the top 100 (at No. 59). And the Midshipmen's 56-44 win over Memphis on Sept. 21 could have gone the other way: The Tigers had fourth-quarter drives stall out at the Navy 10-yard line (turnover on downs) and at the Navy 26 (interception). Mids quarterback Blake Horvath is averaging 12.3 yards per attempt, which would lead the nation if he had enough passes to qualify, but Notre Dame ranks No. 1 in expected points allowed per dropback and No. 4 in Pro Football Focus pass coverage grade. (It's also sixth in EPA per opponent rushing attempt, in case Navy leans on its bread and butter.) The Fighting Irish are exponentially better than any team the Midshipmen have seen, and they get the cover here.
Florida State at No. 6 Miami
7 p.m., ESPN
The pick: Miami -201/2
There were a few encouraging signs from the woebegone Seminoles in last week's 23-16 loss at Duke. Florida State outgained the Blue Devils in terms of yards per play by a sizable margin (4.4 to 3.1) and held Duke to a 3-for-17 showing on third down, a vast improvement for a team that ranks 96th nationally in third-down conversion rate allowed (41.4 percent). But that may have more to do with the Blue Devils' unexceptional offense (No. 112 in success rate), and the Seminoles continued to shoot themselves in the foot with turnovers (two lost fumbles and two Brock Glenn interceptions, with three of those giveaways in their own territory). Led by quarterback Cam Ward, who is neck and neck with Boise State's Ashton Jeanty atop the Heisman Trophy odds board, Miami ranks fourth in offensive success rate, sixth in points scored per drive and, perhaps most importantly against a Florida State defense that struggles to get opponents off the field, No. 1 in third-down conversion rate (60.2 percent). The Hurricanes' defense has been shredded through the air in its past two games (California and Louisville quarterbacks averaged 8.5 yards per attempt), but I'm not sure Glenn (5.3 yards per attempt) can replicate that for Florida State. The previous time these in-state rivals met in Miami Gardens, the Seminoles embarrassed the Hurricanes by a 45-3 score in 2022, and I think the home team Saturday is itching to settle the score after three straight losses in the series.
No. 8 LSU at No. 14 Texas A&M
7:30 p.m., ABC
The pick: LSU +21/2 (DraftKings or FanDuel)
The Tigers and Aggies are the only SEC teams that are unbeaten in conference play, and this one easily could have garnered the Game of the Week nod. I like the way the Tigers are playing much more than I do the Aggies, who struggled to put away a pretty bad Mississippi State team last weekend. Quarterback play is the key to success against an LSU team that ranks 105th in success rate allowed per dropback, but the Aggies' Conner Weigman has more interceptions (four) than touchdown passes (three) and last weekend threw two picks against a Mississippi State defense that previously struggled against the pass. Texas A&M also has injury concerns along the offensive line -- starting left guard Chase Bisontis departed last weekend's game in the first half, and the Aggies already were down starting center Mark Nabou Jr. for the season because of a torn ACL. With LSU Coach Brian Kelly sporting a 23-11 against-the-spread record as a road underdog, I'll side with the Tigers here.
No. 3 Penn State at Wisconsin
7:30 p.m., NBC
The pick: Wisconsin +61/2 (DraftKings or FanDuel)
The Badgers stumbled to start the season, getting blown out by Alabama at home and by USC on the road, and it doesn't help their case that the Crimson Tide and the Trojans haven't looked all that great since. But in the past three games, the Badgers defeated Purdue, Rutgers and Northwestern by a combined 117-16. Sure, none of those three opponents is particularly strong, but perhaps Wisconsin is buying into Coach Luke Fickell's system in Year Two of his tenure. (At his previous stop, Cincinnati went 4-8 in his first season but 11-2 in his second.) This also isn't a great situational spot for the Nittany Lions, who have a massive game against Ohio State looming next weekend. Penn State is coming off an open date, but Coach James Franklin's team is just 2-4 straight-up in its past six games following an in-season weekend off, with three of those losses coming as favorites of at least 61/2 points. I think the Badgers can keep things reasonably close here.
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N.C. State quarterback retires after advice from brain specialists
Grayson McCall, who has a history of concussions, took a brutal hit in a game this month that led to his decision to retire.
By Des Bieler | 2024-10-24

Grayson McCall was knocked out on a helmet-separating hit by Wake Forest defenders. (Lance King/Getty Images)


North Carolina State quarterback Grayson McCall, sidelined after suffering a concussion this month on a jarring hit during a game against Wake Forest, announced Wednesday that he will no longer play football.
McCall, a redshirt senior who was in his first season with the Wolfpack after achieving great success at Coastal Carolina, said he made his decision after consulting with experts on head injuries.
"Brain specialists, my family, and I have come to the conclusion that it is in my best interest to hang the cleats up," he wrote on Instagram.
A three-time Sun Belt Conference player of the year while at Coastal Carolina, McCall's 2023 season was cut short when he suffered a head injury that sent him into the concussion protocol. McCall sat out the Chanticleers' final six games, then transferred to N.C. State in January.
In mid-September, McCall suffered what was described as an upper-body injury and was forced from a game against Louisiana Tech in the second quarter. He missed the Wolfpack's next two contests before returning to start against the Demon Deacons.
What became McCall's career-ending injury occurred in the first quarter. He scrambled out of the pocket and ran for about nine yards before being met by three defenders, one of whom knocked off his helmet. McCall lay on the turf for several moments, and N.C. State Coach Dave Doeren later said the quarterback was briefly rendered unconscious. Eventually, McCall was placed on a stretcher and taken off the field in a cart.
After the game, N.C. State announced McCall had been released from a hospital. "He is alert and in good spirits," the program said in a statement, "and all scans were normal."
During a news conference two days after the game, Doeren described McCall's hit as probably the "scariest moment" he had experienced during 30 years in college football.
"Thankful that he is, for the most part, okay," the 52-year-old coach said then. "You know, it was just a concussion. When you see a guy get hit in college football or in pro football in the head, it's one thing. But when the helmet comes off and then he gets hit, that's another. That was a really weird thing."
On Wednesday, McCall wrote: "Unfortunately, my dream has been cut just short. As you all know I have battled injuries my whole career, but this is one that I cannot come back from."
"As I feel like my whole world is being taken from me, I feel some sense of contentment," he added. "Every time my feet hit the grass, I left every single ounce of myself on that field. I always played my hardest and to the best of my ability because I never knew what play would be my last. I have no regrets throughout my career and that is something I can be proud of."
Following the Wake Forest game, McCall sat out games against Syracuse and California. A 23-year-old native of North Carolina, McCall ends his career having completed almost 70 percent of his passes for 10,523 yards and 91 touchdowns with just 16 interceptions. Over five seasons, all of which included at least one game missed, he also ran for 1,166 yards and 18 touchdowns.
He said Wednesday he intended to become a football coach and "lead the next group of kids with a dream."
McCall's announcement came two days after Miami Dolphins quarterback Tua Tagovailoa told reporters he was not considering retirement despite a concussion last month that sent him to injured reserve, as well as a history of brain injuries. Tagovailoa, who is in the NFL's concussion protocol, said he consulted with doctors about the risks of returning to the field. He returned to practice Wednesday on a limited basis, and the protocol provides for a player to be cleared for noncontact practice work before being cleared for contact.
"Every time we all suit up, we're all taking a risk that we could potentially get hurt, whether it's a concussion, a broken bone, anything," Tagovailoa said Monday. "You get up off of the bed the wrong way, you potentially could risk you spraining your ankle. There's just risk in any and everything. And I'm willing to play the odds. ... I love this game, and I love it to the death of me. That's it."
Mark Maske contributed to this report.
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Bryce Young back as Panthers' starter after Andy Dalton hurt in car crash
The top pick in the 2023 draft, Young was benched earlier this season but gets another chance after Dalton suffered a minor injury to his throwing hand.
By Des Bieler | 2024-10-24

"I'm fired up for him to have another opportunity and just get in there and play some football," Carolina Coach Dave Canales said of Bryce Young. (Daniel Kucin Jr./AP)


Carolina Panthers quarterback Bryce Young, the No. 1 pick in the 2023 NFL draft who was benched earlier this year in favor of Andy Dalton, will start this week after Dalton injured his thumb in a car crash Tuesday.
In announcing the move at a news conference Wednesday, Panthers Coach Dave Canales confirmed the injury was to Dalton's throwing hand but indicated it was minor enough to leave open the possibility that the veteran might be able to suit up for Sunday's game at the Denver Broncos as Carolina's backup quarterback.
Young will get a chance to start turning his career around after struggling mightily as a rookie and in the first two games of this season. Canales said Young has been "an absolute stud" in terms of how he has handled his benching.
"He has been involved in what we were doing and is excited about the opportunity," the first-year Carolina coach said. "I'm fired up for him to have another opportunity and just get in there and play some football."
Young told reporters that "there were struggles" for him related to his demotion but added he was "not the only person going through something."
"I had to lean on my faith, lean on the people in this locker room and lean on family," said the former star quarterback at Alabama, who has made mop-up appearances in two of the Panthers' past four games. "... There is stuff that is out of my control, and stuff that will go well in life and stuff that won't. But there is a lot of things in my life that I'm super grateful for, and through good and bad I want to focus on that outside of football."
After Young's dismal play contributed to Carolina's 0-2 start, Dalton made an initial splash by throwing three touchdown passes and leading the Panthers to a Week 3 win at the Las Vegas Raiders. The 36-year-old has not sustained that level, though, as the Panthers have lost their past four games. Dalton looked ineffective last week in a lopsided loss at Washington, leading some to call for the 1-6 team to turn back to Young, if only to showcase him for a possible midseason trade or to make a final determination on his future in Carolina before potentially using a high pick in the 2025 draft to select another quarterback.
Canales had said Monday that while questions about continuing to start Dalton were "not unfounded and un-based," that was his intention.
Instead, Young is being handed the challenge of starting this week at Denver against a Broncos defense with the most quarterback pressures this season, per Pro Football Focus. Denver is second in the NFL with 28 sacks and third at 282.4 yards allowed per game.
"The expectation for Bryce is: Just do your part," Canales said Wednesday. "Do your 1/11th. Get us to the right runs, get us to the right passes and the protections and all that."
The coach added that other players have been "supportive" of Young during his benching and "they're all behind him."
"He was saucing us up out there," Panthers defensive end Jadeveon Clowney said Wednesday of Young's work as the scout-team quarterback over the past few weeks. "He was throwing dimes in practice."
The No. 1 pick by the Houston Texans in 2014, Clowney said he had told Young that he knows "how hard" it can be to have that lofty draft status.
"I know how people can nitpick at you," Clowney said, "and put you on this pedestal and the only way you can go is down. ... So I just told him to keep the people who love you close to you and everybody else at a distance. Continue to grind with them, around the people who love you and believe in you, and everything will work out for you."
Dalton, who was seen in the locker room with a bandage on his right hand, told reporters he and his wife had just picked up their children from school in Charlotte when the accident occurred while he was behind the wheel. No one, including the other driver, was said to have been seriously hurt, and Dalton's family did not need to be transported for further medical attention.
"All things considered, I am glad that I am feeling how I am feeling and that my family is feeling how they're feeling," Dalton said. "I am thankful for the Lord's protection. It was obviously a scary deal, and you never want anything like that to happen."
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Jayden Daniels misses practice, continuing a week of uncertainty 
Commanders Coach Dan Quinn says the team plans to be cautious with the star rookie quarterback ahead of Sunday's showdown with the Chicago Bears.
By Sam Fortier | 2024-10-24

If Jayden Daniels is unable to play Sunday, Marcus Mariota will start at quarterback for the Commanders. (Patrick Smith/Getty Images)


Jayden Daniels was nowhere to be seen (by the media) at the Washington Commanders' team facility Wednesday. He didn't practice, speak at the weekly quarterback news conference or appear during the open locker room session.
Coach Dan Quinn continued to be coy about the rookie's rib injury and said all the right things: Daniels is diligently rehabbing, the team will be responsible, and Daniels is not extra motivated to return Sunday to face Chicago Bears quarterback Caleb Williams, the No. 1 draft pick and his primary competitor for the offensive rookie of the year award.
It's fair to be skeptical about that last part. Daniels cares about awards and stats. He really wanted to win the Heisman Trophy; he really wanted to break Joe Burrow's SEC record for single-game touchdowns; he really wants to outdo last year's historic rookie campaign by Houston quarterback C.J. Stroud, whose stats he has written down in his phone.
It's hard to tell if Daniels will play. He's extremely tough and competitive -- he gutted through a rib injury last year to lead LSU to a big win at Missouri -- and he can play without much practice, as he did for his legendary performance against Florida.
But the Commanders will be cautious. Lots of people, including Quinn and General Manager Adam Peters, are thinking bigger than one regular season game, and backup Marcus Mariota has preached the same message.
"If ... he doesn't feel like he's ready to roll, I'm here to help," Mariota said. "I want him to understand that and feel comfortable with that."
Daniels's status could become clear over the next few days. Or the team could -- out of genuine uncertainty or competitive advantage -- continue saying it doesn't know, list him as questionable on the final injury report Friday and not reveal its decision until the list of inactive players is due at 2:55 p.m. Sunday.
If Daniels is out ...
Last week, the 30-year-old journeyman shook off the rust and looked pretty good against the injury-ravaged Carolina Panthers. But it's hard to know whether that success was because of his ability or the highly favorable circumstances.
The Panthers struggled to even line up properly, so Mariota had the longest average time to throw of any quarterback last week (3.5 seconds) and routinely used that time to go deep (he averaged 10.7 air yards per throw, the third highest).
Carolina didn't force Mariota to rely on "quick game" passing concepts and play in rhythm, areas in which he looked shaky during training camp and the preseason. And the Panthers didn't punish him over 11 rushes, some of which were designed zone reads. But the Bears are probably the toughest defense the Commanders have faced.
Don't get it twisted: Baltimore was excellent, especially against the run. But Chicago is a complete, cohesive unit led by Coach Matt Eberflus. It ranks in the top five in most traditional and advanced metrics, including turnovers forced (13, tied for third).
"Very sound," Mariota said. "There's a couple guys that I've played throughout my career that are really good players. [Cornerback] Kyler Gordon's unbelievable -- probably one of the better positional slot defenders in the league. I've got a lot of respect for [safety] Kevin Byard, somebody that I played with for a long time [with the Tennessee Titans]. Very rangy guy but also comes in the box and makes a bunch of tackles. And then obviously [defensive end Montez] Sweat, who's played here. Just a tremendous athlete, somebody that really can affect the game by the way he [rushes the passer]. At every kind of level of the defense, they've got guys."
Over the first five weeks, Eberflus played a straightforward, four-down-front scheme and didn't blitz much. Oliver Connolly, who writes the Read Optional newsletter, noticed a clear tell: Eberflus blitzed mostly on second down, in medium or short distances, and of those blitzes most were five-man pressures; and of those pressures nearly half were from the slot.
But in Week 6 against Jacksonville, Eberflus broke his tendencies. He blitzed his outside cornerbacks on first down. The Bears won, 35-16, and Connolly called it "a master class in self-scouting and game-planning."
Now, the Bears are coming off a bye, when Eberflus and his staff have had extra time to prepare for the red-hot Commanders. This sets up ...
Offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury could have a backup quarterback facing an elite pass defense -- or, in other words, a golden opportunity to shut up the crowd that says, "The Commanders haven't played anyone!"
Kingsbury, a contender for assistant coach of the year honors, could contribute to the defensive game plan this week, given that he spent last season working with Williams as a senior offensive analyst at Southern California.
Before the draft, Quinn said, the Commanders did "quite a bit" to scout Williams and Kingsbury was a huge help because "he had firsthand information to say how effective he was, the things that made him so effective."
In college, Williams was an artist, creatively using time and space to create big plays. But in the NFL, defenses have challenged him to remain disciplined and play on schedule from the pocket, which has proved a little more difficult.
Since the first few weeks, when he was beaten by Houston and Indianapolis, Williams has been much better and poses a serious challenge to Washington.
A Senate committee vote on a package of bills that includes key legislation for the RFK Stadium site was scheduled for Nov. 19.
The markup in the Energy and Natural Resources Committee is important to the bill's fate, which could determine whether the RFK site is a realistic option for the Commanders' next stadium.
If the bill gets out of committee, it bolsters the legislation's chances of getting attached to another, larger bill to pass by the end of the year.
If it fails, RFK will be off the table -- unless the Commanders' ownership group elects to make another legislative effort to put D.C. in play next year. In August, majority owner Josh Harris declined to commit to doing so.
The vote is the last chance for Sen. Steve Daines (R-Montana), a vocal opponent, to block the bill from advancing out of committee.
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At Colorado, getting NIL money means keeping close to Coach Prime
SMAC Entertainment represents Deion Sanders, produces his show and has paid hundreds of thousands of dollars to his players. It's all helping Colorado -- for now.
By Albert Samaha, Emily Giambalvo | 2024-10-23
In late 2022, the Colorado football program, a once-mighty power that had sunk to the bottom of its conference, needed a spark. It turned to Deion Sanders.
Over the previous three seasons, Sanders, an NFL legend, had elevated Jackson State University into an HBCU powerhouse. With the charisma and resume to lure highly touted recruits, he was following in a long tradition of coaches capable of transforming struggling programs into title contenders.
But the job was changing. The year before, the NCAA started allowing college athletes to earn money from their names, images and likenesses, leaving coaches in a perpetual bidding war for promising prospects and transfers. Some schools went straight to the fans for financial contributions. Others worked with local businesses to generate endorsement dollars. And all top programs partnered with booster-led "collectives," which raise money from donors to pay athletes de facto salaries and signing bonuses.
At Colorado, with a smaller pool of donors than many of the programs he aspired to beat, Sanders had to look elsewhere. He found a major benefactor in a trusted business partner: a management and production company that has represented him for years.
Last school year -- Sanders's first at Colorado -- the company, SMAC Entertainment, paid his players a total of nearly $600,000 for appearing on or promoting the second season of "Coach Prime," the documentary series the company produced and sold to Amazon, according to an analysis of NIL records obtained by The Washington Post through Colorado Open Records Act requests. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Post.)
"We don't have the big collectives that these other schools have, so we have to have other recruiting tools," said SMAC co-founder Constance Schwartz-Morini, noting the "national stage" Colorado's program offers.
At many schools, the biggest NIL funders are corporations paying A-list stars for endorsements or booster collectives issuing regular installments in exchange for token tasks. But SMAC is the biggest single funder of Colorado football players, narrowly ahead of the school's primary collective, according to transaction logs of NIL payments that athletes have disclosed to the school, as required by state law. The $594,200 SMAC spent in less than six months is more NIL funding than football teams at some schools have disclosed in an entire year, according to the records, a detail that offers a vivid glimpse of the contours of an NIL marketplace that athletic departments and booster collectives have largely kept secret.
The Post sent public records requests to 56 public universities in the major college sports conferences formerly known as the "Power Five," seeking information about NIL payments. Colorado was one of just two to provide itemized data listing the dollar amount, sports program and funding source for each deal. The university is in one of 24 states with laws requiring college athletes to inform their schools about their NIL deals, but few mechanisms exist to enforce those rules, leaving open the possibility that some payments are unaccounted for. Colorado's NIL records include roughly 2,300 transactions from July 2021 to July 2024.
A Colorado athletic department spokesperson, Steve Hurlbert, disputed that SMAC was the football team's biggest funding source, stating that the school's NIL records contain "a fraction" of what athletes have received, including from booster collectives.
"The onus of disclosure has been and remains on the student-athlete, and many just choose not to do it," Hurlbert said.
He declined to give an estimate on how much collective funding hasn't been disclosed. According to the school's records, Colorado football players received $564,000 in NIL payments from the Buffs4Life collective from July 2021 to July 2024. A second Colorado-affiliated collective, 5430 Foundation, was listed as the vendor for two football deals that added up to less than $10.
Because most schools declined to provide detailed records, most NIL funding remains shrouded in mystery, allowing private interests to dictate the financial opportunities of college athletes with little insight into their market values. The implications of this secrecy became clearer this summer, when a former assistant football coach at Colorado claimed in his resignation letter that he arranged a meeting in Saudi Arabia to try to raise NIL money from the kingdom's investment fund -- an effort school officials say was unauthorized.
Deion Sanders and other Colorado athletics officials declined interview requests, as did current Colorado players. Hurlbert said the athletic department has "a great working relationship with SMAC."

Deion Sanders Jr. played college football before his father got into coaching. 



Shedeur Sanders is the starting quarterback for his father's team. (Photos by Thomas Simonetti for The Washington Post)


Whether Colorado football's close relationship with a single company, which has not been previously reported, is an outlier or common practice is hard to say given the limited available records. Nike co-founder Phil Knight co-founded Oregon's official booster collective, Division Street, which funded hundreds of deals for Oregon football players, according to records. Oregon redacted monetary amounts. In Sanders's first season, Oregon beat Colorado, 42-6.
Colorado's records offer a rare window into how Sanders has attempted to narrow the financial gap separating his underdog program from championship contenders -- and further grow his family's brand in the process.
On a single day in October last season, SMAC made 82 payments of $500 to Colorado football players, the records show, suggesting a large portion of the roster earned money for appearing in the documentary series. Those deals are each labeled "Coach Prime -- Season 2 NIL Payment." Another 19 payments, with the same description and also worth $500 apiece, were given to players the following month.
But some players earned much more for promoting the show on social media, including four payments for at least $85,000 and five more for at least $15,000.
In each case, the vendor listed was "SMAC Productions Inc," the company's content creation arm. According to the details included in the NIL records, one message offering a deal to a player read: "SMAC productions would like to extend a $15,000.00 NIL payment to you for your social media posts for 'Coach Prime.'"
Because of student privacy laws, the names of the recipients are redacted from the records.
The show's production contract minimizes Colorado's input on the project, according to a copy obtained by The Post. While administration officials can review episodes and request the removal of footage that portrays the school in "an extremely negative manner," creative control is otherwise left with SMAC.
Sanders doesn't get paid for appearing on the show but does get paid for promoting it, according to SMAC. The school doesn't receive any payments for the show, according to the university. "We felt that any payment should be directed to the student-athletes, who are the stars of the show," Hurlbert said.
SMAC's ties to Sanders and his family run deep. In addition to Sanders, SMAC's talent management roster includes his sons Shedeur and Shilo, who play for the team, and star cornerback/wide receiver Travis Hunter, whom Deion Sanders has referred to publicly as "my other son."
For at least some brand deals, SMAC served as a liaison for its athlete clients. In Colorado's NIL transaction logs, SMAC's head of NIL and collegiate partnerships is listed as the "vendor point of contact" for 12 brand deals with football players.

At Jackson State, Sanders stunned college football by signing Hunter, who later followed the coach to Colorado. (Thomas Simonetti for The Washington Post)


For a handful of corporate endorsements, athletes appeared in advertisements or posted social media promotions that could be compared with NIL transaction logs, including the vendor and date, to identify the likely recipient.
Several of the brand deals that listed a SMAC employee as point of contact were six-figure contracts with companies promoted by Shedeur Sanders and Hunter, and two were with companies promoted by Sanders's daughter Shelomi, who played basketball at the school before transferring this year. A $22,500 payment from Marriott and $20,000 from Meta -- brands Shelomi has advertised on Instagram -- were the two largest among the school's women's basketball players.
But for the football program, "Coach Prime" fuels more disclosed NIL revenue than any other booster or business. The highest payments for promoting the show are among the most lucrative deals anyone at the school has signed: $120,000, possibly to each of the two players most prominently featured across the episodes, Shedeur Sanders and Hunter, who combine for more than 3 million Instagram followers. That amount surpasses the largest single payments Google, Gatorade and Meta have paid to Shedeur Sanders. It's at least triple the biggest payments that athletes in other sports programs have received, the records show.
In all, SMAC funding in a single school year exceeded the total sum of payments that Buffs4Life, the school's primary NIL collective at the time, funneled to the football program over the first three years of NIL's existence.
The role Deion Sanders's television show and management company have played for his team represents a novel fundraising avenue at a university seeking to elevate its standing in the college sports hierarchy. But it also is a strategy exclusive to its football program and entirely in the orbit of its football coach, who left his previous coaching job after three seasons. With enough success at Colorado, he could draw high-profile suitors if he decided to change jobs again -- and he would take his show with him.

Sanders got into college coaching in 2020 when he was uncertain about his future. (Thomas Simonetti for The Washington Post)


If not for Constance Schwartz-Morini, Deion Sanders might have never become a college football coach.
They met in 1994, when Sanders was an NFL star and Schwartz-Morini was a league marketing employee. Over the next two decades, she rose to become the NFL's director of television programming and then an executive at a talent management firm, where she helped rapper Snoop Dogg shape his brand and football player Michael Strahan transition to a talk-show career.
In 2011, Schwartz-Morini and Strahan co-founded SMAC Entertainment, a multifaceted company that manages celebrities, produces films and invests in businesses. (The acronym stands for Sports, Music And Culture.) Sanders was among their earliest clients.
From his brash interviews as a rookie draped in gold chains to his splashy commercials as a celebrity athlete, Sanders became a mainstay on television during his playing days, with the charisma to profit mightily from the camera's glare. And under Schwartz-Morini's guidance, Sanders maintained his on-screen persona after retiring from football in 2005. Two reality shows have chronicled his family life. And as an analyst on NFL Network, he remained a regular presence on football Sundays.
As his children aged into adulthood, though, Sanders was unsure about his future. And he had his eye on college football.
One of his sons, Shedeur, was a standout quarterback about to graduate from high school; another, Shilo, was a defensive back at South Carolina. Sanders was thinking about leveraging his stature to recruit football prospects to his alma mater, Florida State.
He asked Schwartz-Morini what she thought. Her response changed the trajectory of his life.
"Why would you help someone else recruit?" she recalled telling Sanders in an interview on "The Rich Eisen Show." "You should just be a head coach."
In September 2020, Sanders became the coach at Jackson State, a historically Black university in Mississippi. He brought along Shedeur and Shilo and stunned college football by signing Hunter, one of the country's top prospects.
SMAC served a critical role in obtaining funding for the under-resourced athletic department. Schwartz-Morini worked with Walmart to arrange a $2.4 million donation for a new practice field and several academic programs, she said. While negotiating Shedeur's deal with Beats, SMAC got the company to provide headphones to every football player at Jackson State, Schwartz-Morini said.
Together, Sanders and his crew remade the program, winning two conference championships in three years.
Cameras caught it all. SMAC launched a docuseries chronicling the program, partnering with Barstool Sports for the first two years, before reaching a deal with Amazon ahead of the 2022 season. Shedeur, Shilo and Hunter were among the show's stars.
With his success at Jackson State -- and his sons and Hunter eyeing the NFL draft -- Sanders and big-name schools had mutual interest. In late 2022, he left for Colorado, taking with him many of his players -- and his reality show.
The cameras were rolling for Sanders's infamous introductory speech to the Colorado players he inherited. In colorful language that rocketed the speech to internet virality, Sanders encouraged the players to transfer and make room for the superior players he planned to bring in.
More than 50 players transferred out, and more than 50 players transferred in, an unprecedented roster renovation. On the second season of "Coach Prime": the old stars in a new setting, surrounded by a new batch of characters.

Shedeur has nearly 2 million Instagram followers and numerous lucrative endorsement deals. (Thomas Simonetti for The Washington Post)


From the moment Jeremiah McCrimmon arrived at Colorado before the 2023 season, he saw the film crews.
"The cameras were literally everywhere -- the locker room, the field, the office," he said.
But they were rarely, if ever, pointed in McCrimmon's direction. As a backup offensive lineman, he was a member of the supporting cast, among the vast majority of college athletes performing far from the spotlight. With fewer than 2,000 Instagram followers, he didn't have legions of fans tracking his every move or national brands soliciting his endorsement.
For McCrimmon, as with most athletes at Colorado and elsewhere, earning income in the NIL era means scraping together a series of small-money deals. Of around 2,300 NIL deals signed by Colorado athletes from July 2021 to July 2024, 72 percent were for less than $1,000. About one-third were for less than $100.
Unrecruited out of high school, McCrimmon walked on at Mississippi State a few months after the NCAA permitted athletes to profit off their NIL, before he had any sense that he might see any of that money. He didn't get any playing time that season, though, and didn't sign any deals.
"When it first started going into effect, everybody was going for the main athletes, like the QBs or the star players or whatever," he said.
He transferred to Coahoma Community College in Mississippi, where he hoped to play his way to a Division I scholarship offer. He played well, and that winter, when he was back home in North Carolina training, a South Carolina-based shoe store, Foot Solutions, contacted him with an NIL offer that would pay him $200 per month for social media posts endorsing the company.
He hoped to make even more once he committed to a power conference team.
His skills, he found, were in higher demand as a transfer than they had been as a high school prospect. He now boasted highlight reels competing against college-age opponents and muscles strengthened through a college-level conditioning program.
When Colorado hosted a recruiting camp in the spring, he drove west and impressed the coaches, who offered him a scholarship.
He was a fan of Deion Sanders and believed that playing at Colorado would give him a chance to raise his profile for more NIL deals and maybe raise his game enough to reach the NFL. But after two years of college football, McCrimmon also had become aware that his labor carried a value that people were willing to pay for. He didn't plan on committing to a school without negotiating.

Sanders's television show and management company have helped him carve out a novel fundraising avenue at Colorado. (Thomas Simonetti for The Washington Post)


"You let them know what you want, and they let you know if they might be able to do that," he said. "It really depended on your value when you came to the school. I was kind of highly touted."
Technically, state laws and NCAA rules prohibit sports programs from paying athletes for on-field play. But coaches and athletes can circumvent those regulations with careful language. Payments are officially tied to services unrelated to sports, such as charity work, meet and greets, autograph signings, social media posts and brand endorsements.
When signing his letter of intent to enroll at Colorado, McCrimmon expected to make around $3,000 per month, he said, an amount he considered lavish. "That's really how they got me."
Booster collectives channel a disproportionate share of donor funds to football and men's basketball, the sports that generate the highest revenue thanks to multimillion-dollar media rights deals and thus carry the highest stakes come recruiting season. Of the roughly $918,000 Colorado's Buffs4Life collective spent from November 2022 to July 2024, records show, 82 percent went to football or men's basketball players, including 311 payments to football players ranging from $1,000 to $5,015.
When McCrimmon arrived on campus, the money flowed in as planned. Others on the team had similar arrangements. In the summer before the 2023 season, football players received dozens of payments from the collective, usually worth $500 or $1,000, for services such as visiting a children's hospital, participating in a charity run and contributing to a youth summer camp. During the season, the Buffs4Life collective issued, on average, 17 payments per month ranging from $1,000 to $4,900 for services described as public appearances.
"I would send money back to my family or siblings if they needed anything," McCrimmon said. "NIL helps a lot of kids out." The money covered his sister's car payments, he said.
Once enrolled, McCrimmon stepped into the support system Colorado provides its athletes for navigating the ever-evolving NIL economy, a set of programming dubbed "Buffs with a Brand." The school organizes financial literacy workshops led by business school professors. Representatives from Instagram and TikTok visit campus to offer guidance on building social media followings. Rookies from the Denver Nuggets drop by to talk about their recent experiences with NIL. An app, Buffs NIL Exchange, connects student-athletes with businesses for NIL opportunities.
It was through that app that Justin Coons, a Colorado alum, signed deals with three football players, he said. From October 2022 to May 2024, according to records, he issued a total of 24 $500 payments for social media posts promoting his web design service and his exercise equipment e-commerce business. The athletes he worked with had modest social media followings, and he said he didn't expect their endorsements to bring him much business. He saw the deals more like donations, recalling how "fulfilling" it felt when a player told him the income helped pay his rent.
"It feels like just a handful of people are really benefiting from NIL, and that feels like a broken promise," he said. "There's so much attention on the Travis Hunters, and they absolutely deserve it. But there are a lot of other athletes who deserve to get paid as well."

The publicity of "Coach Prime" and stars such as Hunter, left, have helped attract celebrities to Colorado, such as former NFL wide receiver Terrell Owens, right. 



More fans have flocked to the program as well. (Photos by Thomas Simonetti for The Washington Post)


Through Buffs NIL Exchange, McCrimmon scored a deal with a local chiropractor. He got $50 for each advertisement he posted on social media -- and free treatment at the clinic.
"I never had NIL deals with big companies," he said. "We had a lot of people who were top earners at NIL, but we didn't necessarily talk about that."
Even with money from the booster collective and the "Coach Prime" show, Colorado remains a small fish in the NIL sea. Buffs4Life paid Colorado football players about $236,000 from August 2023 to July 2024 -- less than 10 percent of the $3 million Washington's official collective paid its team, which reached last season's College Football Playoff national championship game, from August 2023 to February 2024, according to records of disclosed NIL deals. Football players at Texas, which reached the CFP semifinals last season, made $20.8 million in total disclosed NIL income from July 2021 to July 2024; Colorado's players made $4.8 million -- more than 90 percent of that in the year and a half after Sanders arrived.
And even within that group, a stark financial hierarchy exists, as it does on many college sports teams across the country, a widely understood yet unspoken reality hovering over locker rooms.
While the collective didn't issue any individual payments above $13,000, the biggest deals came from private companies seeking to benefit from the star power of the school's most famous athletes, according to records. At Colorado since 2021, all 35 deals for $50,000 or more went to football players. Of the 65 NIL deals worth at least $15,000, only four were signed by athletes who played sports other than football. Two of those deals involved companies that Sanders's daughter Shelomi advertised on Instagram, where she has 457,000 followers.
Hunter, who has 1.6 million Instagram followers, has appeared in television commercials or posted social media ads for brands that have issued some of the largest payments to football players in the records, including $100,000 from Buffalo Wild Wings, $90,000 from American Eagle and $80,000 from energy drink company Celsius. For Cheez-It, which paid a football player $35,000, Hunter posted a TikTok video in which he surprised one of his eighth-grade teachers with a $10,000 cash gift.
Shedeur Sanders, who has nearly 2 million Instagram followers, has appeared in ads for Gatorade and Wendy's, which each paid a football player $100,000, according to records.
Hunter and Shedeur Sanders each host a show for Overtime, which paid out two deals for a combined $300,000, and signed autographs for trading card companies Topps and Leaf, which paid football players a combined $552,000.
Hunter, Shedeur Sanders and Shilo Sanders appeared in a commercial campaign for KFC, which issued three $100,000 payments. Shedeur and Shilo appeared in ads for Meta, which issued four payments to football players adding up to $137,500.
But the team's biggest single funder of disclosed NIL money -- and the most visible example of that financial hierarchy -- came through the television show those ubiquitous cameras were filming.

"The cameras were literally everywhere," offensive lineman Jeremiah McCrimmon said of his time at Colorado. (Thomas Simonetti for The Washington Post)


The sports documentary industry has undergone a paradigm shift in recent years. Once passive subjects at the whim of filmmakers, athletes and their allies have increasingly taken control of their stories, leveraging the value of access to shape how their lives are portrayed.
Michael Jordan was involved in production of "The Last Dance," the smash-hit docuseries about the 1997-98 Chicago Bulls. LeBron James and Dwyane Wade were producers of "Redeem Team," about the 2008 U.S. Olympic men's basketball team.
SMAC Entertainment's offerings to the genre include a biography about client Tony Gonzalez's rise to football greatness and a series following clients Brian Orakpo and Michael Griffin as they opened a cupcake store after retiring from the NFL.
"Coach Prime" exemplifies the symbiosis that blooms within the sports documentary ecosystem. SMAC produces the show. SMAC's clients, namely Deion Sanders and his family, star in it. SMAC co-founder Strahan appears in it repeatedly, commenting on Sanders. And the project helps fund the football program featured in it -- all without any apparent disclosures about the business partnerships entangled within the whole endeavor.
In the second season of "Coach Prime," 11 players are featured in sit-down interviews across six episodes -- a valuable platform in an NIL market where brands often pay athletes based on the size of their social media followings.
Ten of those players were new to Colorado, demonstrating the unique role SMAC and the show play in Colorado's quest to stay competitive.

How many followers an athlete has can determine how much he earns through NIL deals. (Thomas Simonetti for The Washington Post)


Of the four who transferred from Jackson State, Shilo Sanders appears in four episodes and kicker Alejandro Mata in one. Shedeur Sanders and Hunter star in all six, regularly captured in off-the-field vignettes. Shedeur and Hunter are the only players mentioned by name in the audio montage in the opening credits.
Four players who show up in every episode transferred from elsewhere and were among the critical pieces of Sanders's roster renovation. Jimmy Horn Jr. and Xavier Weaver had been standout wide receivers at the University of South Florida. Shane Cokes had been a second-team all-conference defensive lineman at Dartmouth. Bishop Thomas, another defensive lineman, had earned scout-team player of the year honors during a redshirt season at Florida State.
Two other regulars in the show were highly anticipated incoming freshmen. Dylan Edwards, a four-star running back prospect who had committed to Notre Dame, and Cormani McClain, a five-star defensive back who had committed to Miami, flipped to Colorado after Sanders's persuasion.
The athletes in the show didn't respond to interview requests.
While NIL records don't distinguish which athletes received which payments, they do reveal a tiered system indicating that some players profited from the show much more than others.
SMAC issued nine payments to players for promoting the show on social media: two for $120,000, one for $100,000, another for $85,000, four for $25,000 and one for $15,000.

Sanders has relied on the transfer portal to build his roster, which has experienced significant turnover each offseason. (Thomas Simonetti for The Washington Post)


Earlier this year, Colorado's booster funding system underwent a restructure.
Initially part of the nonprofit Buffs4Life Foundation, the Buffs4Life NIL Collective "folded into" the 5430 Foundation to form a new official collective, the 5430 Alliance -- "to create one cohesive NIL entity," said Hurlbert, the athletic department spokesperson. The new collective's director of operations is Reggie Calhoun Jr., whose father, Reginald Calhoun, is Colorado's director of football operations and before that ran Sanders's nonprofit organization. The collective's leaders didn't respond to interview requests.
Across the country, NIL money is just as essential for retaining players as it is for reeling them in.
Sanders's reliance on the transfer portal has cut both ways. Between his first and second seasons at Colorado, at least 36 players left the program, including some of the show's stars during its second season: Edwards transferred to Kansas State, McClain to Florida, Thomas to Georgia State.
A player's reasons for leaving are typically kept private, behind gracious public pronouncements about seeking other opportunities. Some might leave for a more successful team, after promises of more playing time or for more lucrative NIL opportunities. Some depart because they feel unwanted.
McCrimmon entered the transfer portal a few weeks after the team's final game last season. He didn't play much and expected that incoming transfers would crowd his position. The assistant coach who recruited him had left, too, and the remaining coaches didn't leave him with much faith in his chances at winning a starting spot. Getting the sense that he was a disposable member of the roster, McCrimmon didn't foresee much, if any, NIL money coming his way the following season.
"Unfortunately, my time there wasn't needed, so on to the next," he said. "I really don't have anything bad to say. They were just cleaning house. At the end of the day, that's how they handle business."
This time around, McCrimmon said, NIL didn't "play a big role" in his decision on where to play next. His priority was finding a team with coaches who were "going to see the best in me and push me to my limits." He returned to Coahoma Community College.
But while the players don't all stick around, the show, of course, goes on. The third season of "Coach Prime" is expected to debut on Amazon this winter.

The third season of "Coach Prime," starring Shedeur, is set to come out later this year. (Thomas Simonetti for The Washington Post)


Nate Jones and Jesse Dougherty contributed to this report.
Through state public records requests, The Post sought NIL data from public universities about payments from July 2021 to July 2024. Eight schools -- California, Colorado, Illinois, Kansas, Maryland, Oregon State, Purdue and UCLA -- provided itemized reports of NIL deals, omitting the names of athletes. Payments worth $0 were excluded from most of the analysis.
Six schools -- LSU, Texas, Texas A&M, Virginia Tech, Virginia and Washington -- provided only aggregated data. Washington broke down the data into categories for brand deals and collective deals, but provided totals for only 2022-23 and 2023-24, with the data running through February 2024.
Colorado's NIL transaction logs included roughly 2,300 payments. Nearly every payment listed the date, the vendor, a description of the deal and the sport of the athlete. Seven payments did not include a sport. The payments to track and field athletes and skiers did not specify whether the athlete was on the men's or women's roster.
Payments that listed Buffs4Life or 5430 Foundation as the vendor were included in the analysis about the school's collective. Earlier this year, those two collectives folded into a new official collective, the 5430 Alliance, which wasn't listed as the funding source for any payment within the date range The Post analyzed.
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Chiefs complete trade to get DeAndre Hopkins from Titans
The Chiefs' trade for DeAndre Hopkins follows the Jets' deal for Davante Adams and the Bills' trade for Amari Cooper.
By Mark Maske | 2024-10-24

Wide receiver DeAndre Hopkins is being traded from the Titans to the Chiefs. (Doug Murray/AP) 


The Kansas City Chiefs are getting help at wide receiver, keeping pace with two other AFC hopefuls who already made big trades for wideouts.
The Chiefs completed a trade Thursday to obtain five-time Pro Bowl wide receiver DeAndre Hopkins from the Tennessee Titans. The Titans receive a conditional fifth-round draft choice that can become a fourth-round pick, under certain conditions.
The Titans reportedly will pay $2.5 million of the remaining approximately $8 million of Hopkins's salary for this season. The Chiefs announced the trade Thursday after the two teams agreed to it Wednesday, according to a person familiar with the deliberations.
The Chiefs also placed wideout Skyy Moore on the injured reserve list Thursday.
The two-time defending Super Bowl champion Chiefs are the NFL's only undefeated team but have been inconsistent on offense and have suffered key injuries among their wide receivers.
Top wideout Rashee Rice is sidelined for the rest of the season after undergoing surgery for a knee injury suffered last month against the Los Angeles Chargers. Marquise Brown is expected to miss at least the rest of the regular season because of a shoulder injury suffered in the preseason. JuJu Smith-Schuster is sidelined by a hamstring injury.
The Chiefs' deal for Hopkins comes after last week's high-profile wide receiver trades in which the New York Jets acquired Davante Adams from the Las Vegas Raiders and the Buffalo Bills added Amari Cooper from the Cleveland Browns. The Chiefs, who are attempting to become the first team to win three straight Super Bowl titles, were facing the Nov. 5 trade deadline to try to bolster their lineup around quarterback Patrick Mahomes.
This is the third straight October in which the Chiefs have traded for a wide receiver. They added Kadarius Toney during the 2022 season and reacquired Mecole Hardman last season. Now it's Hopkins, who joins rookie speedster Xavier Worthy and Justin Watson in Mahomes's group of wideouts. The Chiefs play Sunday against the Raiders in Las Vegas.
Hopkins, 32, had 15 catches for 173 yards and one touchdown in six games this season for the Titans, who are 1-5 and have been plagued by disappointing play at quarterback by Will Levis and Mason Rudolph. But Hopkins was a 1,000-yard receiver as recently as last season, when he had 75 catches for 1,057 yards and seven touchdowns for the Titans. He has 943 catches for 12,528 yards and 79 touchdowns in his 12 NFL seasons for the Houston Texans, Arizona Cardinals and Titans. He was selected to the Pro Bowl five times in a span of six years between the 2015 and 2020 seasons and is a three-time all pro.
The Chiefs have relied on their defense in the season's early stages. They're ranked 10th in the NFL in total defense and fifth in scoring defense. They're 10th in the league in total offense but only 13th in scoring offense, averaging 24.3 points per game. Mahomes, the two-time MVP, is the NFL's 23rd-rated passer. But the Chiefs have demonstrated their resilience, championship mettle and ability to do whatever it takes to win and are 6-0. They're coming off a 28-18 road triumph Sunday over the San Francisco 49ers in a Super Bowl rematch.
Mahomes spent last season dealing with subpar play by his wide receivers until Rice, as a rookie, emerged as a viable No. 1 wideout, complementing tight end Travis Kelce. That wasn't supposed to be the case this season after the Chiefs added Brown in free agency and traded up in the opening round of the draft to get Worthy, who ran the fastest 40-yard dash time in NFL scouting combine history at 4.21 seconds. The NFL left Rice eligible to play by deciding against placing him on paid administrative leave via the commissioner's exempt list as he faces charges related to a six-vehicle crash in March on a Dallas freeway.
But the injuries to Rice and Brown put the Chiefs back in the too-familiar position of needing help at the position. And now they've gotten it.
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-10-24
NFL
8:15 p.m. Minnesota at Los Angeles Rams >>> Prime Video, WJFK (106.7 FM)
NBA
7 p.m. Boston at Washington >>> Monumental Sports Network, WTEM (980 AM)
7:30 p.m. San Antonio at Dallas >>> TNT
10 p.m. Oklahoma City at Denver >>> TNT
COLLEGE FOOTBALL
7 p.m. Georgia Southern at Old Dominion >>> ESPN2
7 p.m. Wheeling at Frostburg State >>> MASN
7:30 p.m. Syracuse at Pittsburgh >>> ESPN
GOLF
6:30 p.m. LPGA Tour: Maybank Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
11 p.m. PGA Tour: Zozo Championship, second round >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
12:45 p.m. UEFA Europa League: Dynamo Kyiv at Roma >>> CBS Sports Network
3 p.m. UEFA Europa League: Hoffenheim at Porto >>> CBS Sports Network
7:30 p.m. Women's friendly: Iceland at United States >>> TBS, Universo
8:30 p.m. Copa Sudamericana semifinal, first leg: Racing at Corinthians >>> BeIN Sports
TENNIS
5 a.m. ATP: Vienna Open and Swiss Indoors Basel, early rounds; WTA: Pan Pacific Open and Guangzhou International Women's Open, early rounds >>> Tennis Channel
11 p.m. ATP: Vienna Open and Swiss Indoors Basel, quarterfinals; WTA: Pan Pacific Open and Guangzhou International Women's Open, quarterfinals >>> Tennis Channel
WOMEN'S COLLEGE SOCCER
7 p.m. Virginia Tech at North Carolina State >>> ACC Network
7 p.m. Vanderbilt at LSU >>> SEC Network
9 p.m. Mississippi at Oklahoma >>> SEC Network
WOMEN'S COLLEGE VOLLEYBALL
7 p.m. Wisconsin at Indiana >>> Fox Sports 1
9 p.m. Penn State at UCLA >>> Big Ten Network
11 p.m. Michigan State at Southern California >>> Big Ten NetworkSyracuse at Pittsburgh >>> ESPN
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Fernando Valenzuela, pitching ace of 'Fernandomania' fervor, dies at 63
The Mexican left-hander roared into the 1981 season with a nearly unhittable screwball and had Los Angeles Dodgers fans rocking to "Fernandomania."   
By Brian Murphy | 2024-10-23

Fernando Valenzuela, the Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher. (David Fields/AP)


Fernando Valenzuela, a barrel-chested Mexican pitcher whose look-to-the-heavens windup and wicked screwball baffled hitters, dazzled fans and helped the Los Angeles Dodgers to the 1981 World Series title, died Oct. 22 at a Los Angeles hospital. He was 63.
The Dodgers confirmed his death but did not provide further details. He was hospitalized this month for undisclosed health issues after suspending his work as a Spanish-language radio broadcaster covering the team.
In a sport that often celebrates eccentricities, Mr. Valenzuela possessed all the makings of a great baseball saga over his 17 seasons. His rookie year generated so much buzz that it was dubbed "Fernandomania." Among Southern California's vast Mexican communities, Mr. Valenzuela was treated like a saint -- complete with sidewalk shrines and mariachi ballads. Fans dubbed him "El Toro," or the bull.

Mr. Valenzuela was nicknamed "El Toro," or the bull, as the acclaimed left-hander took major league baseball -- and Southern California -- by storm as a rookie in 1981. (Rusty Kennedy/AP)


The Dodgers played the Abba hit "Fernando" as his stadium theme song. Legions of baseball nerds analyzed every millisecond of his screwball, debated his age (he was listed as 20 but no one was quite sure) and relished Mr. Valenzuela's double-threat legitimacy as a pitcher who could hit -- a bonus that furthered his mystique.
He sported a fireplug frame with a waistline, enhanced by his love of beer, that mushroomed above the belt of his uniform. On the mound, Mr. Valenzuela held his glove chin-high and rolled his eyes skyward as he began his delivery. He said the move was tactical, not mystical -- helping him focus on the batter after he dropped his chin and stared back at the plate.
Even his signature pitch was an oddity. The screwball is one of baseball's black swans. Few pitchers try it and fewer master the pitch, which acts like a reverse curveball. Mr. Valenzuela learned the screwball from a Dodgers teammate, Bobby "Babo" Castillo, who was discovered by the team after using the pitch to strike out a Dodgers scout (and former minor league player) during a semipro game in East Los Angeles. "It's like a movie script," said that scout, Mike Brito, who later chanced upon Mr. Valenzuela in the late 1970s while combing the Mexican leagues.
The left-handed Mr. Valenzuela gave his own touch to the pitch, gripping the top of the ball with his ring and middle fingers and adding a vicious inward wrist snap to give the ball extra spin and break. He was so confident in the pitch that batters knew it was coming in clutch situations. And they still missed.
"Once I get on the mound," he once said, "I don't know what the word 'afraid' means."

Mr. Valenzuela is doused with champagne by teammate Tom Niedenfuer after the Dodgers beat the Montreal Expos in five games to win the National League pennant in October 1981. (Ian MacAlpine/AP)


In September 1980, his first month in the major leagues, he pitched 172/3 scoreless innings of relief over 10 games as the Dodgers clawed back to tie the Houston Astros for the National League West title. In a one-game playoff, Mr. Valenzuela pitched two scoreless innings, but the Dodgers lost, 7-1, to the Astros. (The Philadelphia Phillies went on to win the World Series.)
The next season began with the Dodgers looking to Mr. Valenzuela to recapture that brilliance. He was picked as the Opening Day starter against the Astros after pitcher Jerry Reuss suffered a calf strain. Mr. Valenzuela hurled a five-hit shutout in a 2-0 victory.
"He may be 20," marveled Astros Manager Bill Virdon, "but he pitches 30." In his next start, against the host San Francisco Giants, he struck out 10 and allowed four hits and one run in a complete game as the Dodgers won, 7-1.
Dodgers pitching great Sandy Koufax said Mr. Valenzuela "owned" the edges of the strike zone.
Over Mr. Valenzuela's next six starts, the Dodgers won each game, and while steely on the mound, he delighted sportswriters and fans with his carefree joy. In Montreal, after nearly pitching a complete game in a 6-1 win over the Expos, he gobbled down four slabs of meatloaf while talking with reporters through an interpreter.
In New York on May 8, in Mr. Valenzuela's seventh start of the season, extra ticket booths were added to accommodate the sellout crowd. He blanked the Mets, 1-0, with 11 strikeouts.
A week later back in Los Angeles, he allowed three hits in a 3-2 win over the Expos. His record went to 8-0 with 68 strikeouts and an eye-popping 0.50 ERA. Abba's "Fernando" was cranked up in the locker room as Mr. Valenzuela iced his arm.

Mr. Valenzuela and fellow Dodgers pitcher Bobby Castillo prepare for a workout in Philadelphia in May 1981. (Rusty Kennedy/AP)


His first 1981 loss was against the Phillies, 4-0. He was yanked in his next two outings after giving up early runs. Then Fernandomania -- and all of baseball -- was put on hold by a seven-week strike over owners' demands to amend rules on free agent compensation. When the season resumed in early August, Mr. Valenzuela regained some of his dominance.
He threw three more shutouts and finished the 1981 season with a 13-7 record, a 2.48 ERA, 180 strikeouts and eight shutouts. He became the first player to win the Cy Young Award and the Rookie of the Year award in the same season.
In the World Series against the New York Yankees, Mr. Valenzuela had Game 3 duty in Los Angeles after the Yankees took the first two games. In the eighth inning, with the Dodgers ahead 5-4, New York had two men on with no outs. Dodgers relief pitcher Steve Howe was warming up, but Mr. Valenzuela stayed in the game.
"Well, Lasorda is going to stick it out all the way with Fernando," said ABC sportscaster Howard Cosell. On the next pitch, Bobby Murcer popped up a bunt that was caught by third baseman Ron Cey, who threw to first for a double play. The next batter, Willie Randolph, chopped a bouncer to Cey for the third out.
In the ninth, Mr. Valenzuela struck out Lou Piniella for the win. The Dodgers took the next three games to capture the World Series, four games to two, for the franchise's first championship since 1965.

Mr. Valenzuela, who had just gone the distance to win Game 3 of the 1981 World Series against the Yankees, leaves the field at Dodger Stadium following a postgame interview with team broadcaster Jerry Doggett. (Jayne Kamin-Oncea/Getty Images)


Mr. Valenzuela remained a centerpiece of the Dodgers' pitching staff through much of the 1980s, including leading the National League with 21 wins in 1986 when he signed a then-record contract worth $5.5 million over three years. But he was nagged by shoulder problems that gradually reduced his innings and kept him off the mound during the Dodgers' 1988 World Series win over Oakland.
There was one more magic moment left for Mr. Valenzuela as a Dodger. On June 29, 1990, against the St. Louis Cardinals at Dodger Stadium, his screwball was working like the old days. Inning by inning, he sent Cardinals batters back to the dugout. In the ninth inning, the scoreboard showed no hits for the Cardinals. The Dodgers were up 6-0, and Mr. Valenzuela -- now wearing glasses when he pitched -- was three outs away from a no-hitter.
He struck out Vince Coleman on a 2-2 pitch. He then walked Willie McGee. Next at the plate was a former Dodger teammate and close friend, Pedro Guerrero. "There's almost some poetry in the moment," said the team's play-by-play announcer, Vin Scully.
Guerrero lined an 0-2 pitch directly over second base for a double play. Mr. Valenzuela didn't stick around for the celebrations. He rushed home with his family to try to catch some of the World Cup soccer tournament on TV.
The Dodgers released Mr. Valenzuela before the 1991 season. He spent the rest of his career as a journeyman with five teams (in addition to part of the 1992 season with Jalisco of the Mexican League). He was 13-8 with the San Diego Padres in 1996 and was put on waivers in July 1997 by the Cardinals, finishing his major league career with a 173-153 record and a 3.54 ERA.

Mr. Valenzuela in 1995. (Stephen Dunn/Allsport/Getty Images)


Cardinals Manager Tony La Russa floated the idea that Mr. Valenzuela could stay with the team in an inspirational role. Mr. Valenzuela refused. "I didn't throw the ball over the plate," he said after his last major league game.
Fernando Valenzuela Anguamea was born in Etchohuaquila, a village in Mexico's Sonora state, on Nov. 1, 1960, according to MLB records. His parents farmed a small plot of land with the help of their 12 children, the youngest being Fernando.
He played soccer and baseball but said it was clear which sport was his future. "God put the talent in my arm, not in my feet," he told Sports Illustrated.
He signed his first professional baseball contract at 17 with the Mayos de Navojoa -- a team whose name was a reference to his family's Indigenous Mayo roots. He soon moved up to bigger teams in more prominent leagues. When Dodgers scout Brito went to Mexico to check out a shortstop, he watched wide-eyed as the teenage Mr. Valenzuela blew three straight strikes past the prospect. "I forgot about the shortstop," Brito recalled.
The Dodgers bought out Mr. Valenzuela's Mexican league contract in July 1979, but coaches felt he needed to expand his pitching repertoire and asked Castillo to teach him the screwball.

Mr. Valenzuela during the Dodgers' annual Old-Timers Game in Los Angeles in June 2017. (Chris Carlson/AP)


Mr. Valenzuela became a U.S. citizen in 2015 in Los Angeles. He had returned to the Dodgers in 2003 as the Spanish-language radio color commentator. In the offseason, he pitched in Mexico's Pacific League until 2006.
In 1981, Mr. Valenzuela married Linda Burgos. They had four children. Complete information on survivors was not immediately available.
On an August evening in 2023, the Dodgers retired his number 34 in a pregame tribute as part of a weekend of "Fernandomania" events in Los Angeles. Mr. Valenzuela was on the mound one more time for a ceremonial pitch to Mike Scioscia, his former catcher. Later, a mariachi band played an ode to Mr. Valenzuela. "I feel like I'm at home singing to my uncle," said band member Julian Torres in a mix of Spanish and English.
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LeBron and Bronny James savor the moment as they make NBA history
The Lakers pair entered together with four minutes remaining in the second quarter of Tuesday night's season-opening victory over the Timberwolves, becoming the league's first father-son duo.
By Ben Golliver | 2024-10-23

LeBron James and his son Bronny took the court at the same time Tuesday during the Los Angeles Lakers' season-opening win over the Minnesota Timberwolves. (Harry How/Getty Images)


LOS ANGELES -- In the hours before his NBA debut in 2003, LeBron James remembered, he was an "anxious" teenager with a churning stomach who had a tough time getting a good night's sleep and took the court believing "everyone besides my family and friends wanted me to fail."
Nearly 21 years later, as James prepared to make NBA history with his eldest son, Bronny, by becoming the first father-and-son duo to play together, the stress of youth was gone, replaced by the contentment of checking a big item off one's bucket list.
The 39-year-old Los Angeles Lakers star and his 20-year-old son shared their long-anticipated historic moment during the second quarter of a 110-103 season-opening victory Tuesday over the Minnesota Timberwolves at Crypto.com Arena. They became basketball's answer to MLB stars Ken Griffey Sr. and Ken Griffey Jr., who played together for the Seattle Mariners in 1990 and 1991. The universe was in perfect alignment for the James family: Bronny's debut took place on his sister Zhuri's 10th birthday, and the Griffeys enjoyed the multigenerational show from courtside seats.
"That was something I'll never forget no matter how old I get or how my memory may fade," LeBron James said. "Everything was just great today. Everything. From the moment I woke up, I saw my daughter before she went to school. Went to work, and saw my son at work."
With Los Angeles holding a comfortable 51-35 lead with four minutes remaining in the second quarter, LeBron and Bronny James rose simultaneously from the Lakers' bench and strode toward the scorer's table to check into the game together. Before LeBron James had ripped off his warmup shirt, the Los Angeles crowd rose to its feet for a standing ovation, rows of cellphone cameras held aloft to capture the moment.
Moments earlier, a TNT microphone captured LeBron James asking his son whether he was ready. Bronny James, a second-round draft pick in June, nodded yes, prompting a few final words of wisdom from the NBA's oldest active player.
"You see the intensity, right? Just play carefree, though," LeBron James said. "Don't worry about mistakes. Just go out there and play hard."
Bronny James's time on center stage was brief: The rookie guard missed both of his shot attempts in a three-minute stint. He got on the stat sheet by chasing an offensive rebound, but he couldn't connect on an open three-pointer that would have brought down the house. Once Minnesota cut Los Angeles's lead to 53-42, Lakers Coach JJ Redick replaced Bronny James with starter D'Angelo Russell. Bronny James remained sidelined for the entire second half as the Timberwolves got within four points early in the fourth quarter before fading down the stretch.
Redick, who made his coaching debut after being hired in June, said he was "feeling out the game" for the right opportunity to play LeBron and Bronny James together.
"In the battle of competition, I was wondering during a dead ball why everybody started cheering so loud," Redick said. "Then I realized what was happening, and I was like, 'That's cool.'"
Before tip-off, the Jameses and the Griffeys posed for group photographs at center court. Nearly a dozen members of the FaZe Clan esports organization sat near the court wearing Bronny James's No. 9 jerseys to support their friend, and signs congratulating father and son dotted the lower bowl.
"We made history," Ken Griffey Jr. told SiriusXM this week. "Now we get to watch history."

LeBron James, Ken Griffey Sr., Bronny James and Ken Griffey Jr. pose before Tuesday's game. (Harry How/Getty Images)


The NBA has had many notable father-and-son duos -- including Joe and Kobe Bryant and Dell and Stephen Curry -- but none that overlapped before LeBron and Bronny James, who also shared the court during a preseason game this month.
LeBron James's longevity, of course, made this possible. The four-time MVP, who was in his second NBA season when Bronny was born Oct. 6, 2004, is now one of only two players to play in 22 seasons, joining Hall of Famer Vince Carter.
Bronny James was a fixture at NBA games as a young child, and he said he began to dream about an NBA career when he watched his father and the Cleveland Cavaliers defeat the Golden State Warriors in the 2016 NBA Finals. After four seasons at Sierra Canyon School in Los Angeles, he emerged as a four-star recruit, was selected as a McDonald's all-American and received a scholarship to play at the University of Southern California.
During a July 2023 workout at USC, Bronny James suffered sudden cardiac arrest that sidelined him until he was medically cleared to make his debut for the Trojans that December. Though the 6-foot-2 guard posted pedestrian averages of 4.8 points, 2.8 rebounds and 2.1 assists in 25 games, he declared for the draft and was selected by the Lakers with the 55th pick. The Lakers expect Bronny James to spend portions of this season with the South Bay Lakers, their G League affiliate.
"When I think about the Los Angeles Lakers, I think about a franchise where basketball history unfolds and takes place," General Manager Rob Pelinka said during draft week. "In the history of the NBA, there's never been a father and a son that have shared an NBA basketball court. That feels like something that could be magical."
LeBron and Bronny James soaked in the moment Tuesday by standing shoulder-to-shoulder for a televised postgame interview and sitting side-by-side for a news conference in front of dozens of reporters. As the pair walked together through the tunnel to the Lakers' locker room, Bronny James received a hug from his mother, Savannah, who was joined by her two other children, Bryce and Zhuri.
Bronny James said he had tried to stay calm and "not mess up" despite all the opening night attention, which included a Nike commercial that featured LeBron James giving his son the rookie hazing treatment by filling his car with Fruity Pebbles cereal.
"Thank God that wasn't [really] my car," Bronny James said, smiling.
A beat later, LeBron James quipped: "He has multiple cars now. He opened that one and got in another one."
The Lakers could laugh because they had controlled the action from start to finish against the Timberwolves, who underwent an offseason shakeup by trading Karl-Anthony Towns for Julius Randle and Donte DiVincenzo after reaching last year's Western Conference finals. Anthony Davis led Los Angeles with a game-high 36 points to go with 16 rebounds, four assists and three blocks. LeBron James added 16 points, five rebounds and four assists to get his first win in seven season openers with the Lakers.
"I talked about [playing with Bronny] years and years ago," LeBron James said, his satisfaction still plain as day. "I don't know if it's going to actually hit the both of us for a minute. We still had a job to do when we checked in. We weren't trying to make it a circus or make it about us. We wanted to make it about the team."

(Eric Thayer/AP)
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White House orders Pentagon and intel agencies to increase use of AI
The Biden administration will use a national security memo to direct agencies to embrace artificial intelligence, as the United States competes with China. 
By Gerrit De Vynck | 2024-10-24

White House national security adviser Jake Sullivan speaks on Oct. 1 at a news briefing at the White House. (Mark Schiefelbein/AP)


The White House is directing the Pentagon and intelligence agencies to increase their adoption of artificial intelligence, expanding the Biden administration's efforts to curb technological competition from China and other adversaries.
The edict is part of a landmark national security memorandum published Thursday. It aims to make government agencies step up experiments and deployments of AI.
The memo also bans agencies from using the technology in ways that "do not align with democratic values," according to a White House news release.
"This is our nation's first ever strategy for harnessing the power and managing the risks of AI to advance our national security," national security adviser Jake Sullivan said in a speech Thursday.
Sullivan called the speed of change in AI "breathtaking" and said it had the potential to affect fields ranging from nuclear physics to rocketry and stealth technology.
The White House believes that providing clear rules for using AI will make it easier for government agencies to use the technology, according to a briefing with senior administration officials who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss details of the report before its publication.
"We must outcompete our adversaries," said one of the officials. "With a lack of policy clarity and legal clarity of what can and can't be done, we are likely to see less experimentation."
Government agencies should not use AI to track Americans' free speech or get around existing controls on nuclear weapons, the national security memo says.
The United States currently has a "strong hand" in AI and its companies dominate the field, another of the officials said. Maintaining that lead to avoid a "strategic surprise" from rivals including China is a key government priority, the official said.
The memo is the latest example of the Biden administration trying to respond to concerns about the potential downsides of AI while also encouraging government use of the technology and allowing tech companies in the United States to keep innovating in the field.
Privacy and democracy advocates argue that AI could give Big Tech more power over Americans' lives and potentially be used by government agencies to undermine civil rights.
"This balance between innovation and responsible use is exactly what the U.S. needs in the AI space," said Divyansh Kaushik, a vice president at Beacon Global Strategies, a national security advisory firm.
Over the past two years, since OpenAI's ChatGPT sparked a boom of new interest and investment in AI, regulators and politicians in Washington have scrambled to understand and begin regulating new forms of the technology rapidly being adopted by businesses and governments.
The national security memo was written in response to an expansive executive order on AI signed by President Joe Biden last year. It called for the government to study how to foster AI innovation while also making sure the technology didn't harm people.
Thursday's memo directs the government to help U.S. companies defend their AI technology from being stolen by foreign spies, and to continue working on diversifying the supply chain for high-end computer chips crucial to cutting-edge AI projects. Most of those chips are currently produced in Taiwan.
Military commanders, members of the Biden administration and politicians in Congress have framed AI as an area in which the United States must compete with China if it is to maintain military and economic dominance. The U.S. government has banned the export to the country of certain computer chips that are key to advanced AI programs.
The military has long been an early adopter of some forms of AI, such as image-recognition algorithms that process satellite photos to identify potential targets and cruise missiles that can fly themselves over complex terrain. But military analysts say AI will play an increasingly central role in military competition in the years to come, especially as the U.S. and China vie for influence in the Pacific.
Intelligence analysts still manually sift through huge volumes of data from satellites, human spies and sensors on ships and planes to piece together a picture of potential military threats. AI advocates both outside and within the Pentagon say the technology could synthesize that information much faster and give commanders insights that enable better or quicker decisions on the battlefield.
In the vast Pacific, more sophisticated AI on airborne and oceangoing drones could let them operate more independently, allowing the United States to monitor and control the region more effectively.
China's tech industry may be officially cut off from the most advanced AI computer chips by U.S. export controls, but tech industry and military leaders say the country isn't far behind the United States.
Privacy and civil rights advocates have warned that the same AI technology the U.S. military and intelligence establishment use against their adversaries could also be turned against American citizens by their own government.
Police departments across the United States routinely use face recognition technology in investigations, while seldom disclosing such activity, according to a recent Washington Post investigation. Autonomous drone and robot technology developed in past years with support from the Pentagon is now also used by law enforcement agencies.
The memo "unequivocally states" that the government should use AI only in ways that "align with democratic values," according to a fact sheet about the document provided by a White House spokesperson. The memo also specifically requires agencies to monitor the risk AI systems can pose when it comes to privacy, discrimination and human rights, according to the fact sheet.
Michael Horowitz, a political science professor at the University of Pennsylvania who worked at the Pentagon on AI policy from 2022 until earlier this year, said the policy balances the need to speed up AI adoption with safety concerns. Now it's up to the government to follow through.
"Implementation will be critical to ensure the reality on the ground matches the ambition of the vision," Horowitz said.
Ellen Nakashima, Cat Zakrzewski and Eva Dou contributed to this report.
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How soon will we have flying taxis? What to know after the FAA ruling.
For the first time in decades, the Federal Aviation Administration recognized a new category of aircraft, an electric vehicle that can take off and land vertically.
By Kelly Kasulis Cho | 2024-10-24

A Joby air taxi last year in New York. (Bebeto Matthews/AP)


The Federal Aviation Administration has formally recognized a new category of aircraft for the first time in roughly eight decades -- a technology not so different from the flying cars of "The Jetsons" and "Back to the Future."
The FAA officially finalized training and pilot certification rules for advanced air mobility aircraft, more commonly known as air taxis -- electric-powered flying vehicles that scientists in the United States and elsewhere have been developing for roughly a decade. It's "the last key step needed to get them flying safely," the FAA said Wednesday, adding that they will "soon appear in the skies."
When air taxis do enter service, "they'll be the first completely new aircraft category introduced to civil operations since helicopters in the 1940s," FAA Administrator Mike Whitaker wrote in an blog post.
Here's what to know about air taxis and when they'll be ready for Americans to ride.
An advanced air mobility aircraft, also referred to as electric vertical takeoff and landing (eVTOL) aircraft -- or more simply, air taxi -- is a small, electric vehicle designed to take off and land vertically without a runway, much like a helicopter. But instead of using one large rotor, air taxis typically use smaller ones to fly -- a feature that makes them quieter, more compact and more appropriate for residential areas, where helicopters are often banned.
Most air taxi models are operated by a pilot, though scholars and engineers are also exploring a future with self-driving ones. One of the leading developers of air taxis, California-based Joby Aviation, touts a four-passenger aircraft that has gone through four out of five stages of a multiyear process to certify it for use in the United States. It demonstrated a test flight in New York City last year, signed a $131 million contract with the Air Force and is expected to launch its first ride-share service in the United Arab Emirates by 2026.
Its air taxi can fly up to 200 mph and a distance of at least 100 miles on a single battery charge. It can fly more than 10,000 feet above sea level, which is comparable to helicopters, though some helicopters can fly much higher.
Air taxis are mostly being discussed as a new means of zero-emissions transit that could help lessen traffic congestion and hasten people's commutes as a ride-share service, but they've also been proposed for deliveries, transfers between airports and ambulance services.

The cockpit of an Archer Aviation air taxi at the 2023 Dubai Airshow. (Giuseppe Cacace/AFP/Getty Images)


"This air taxi, urban air mobility, is going to transform how we are going to travel in urban areas," said Seongkyu Lee, a professor of mechanical and aerospace engineering at the University of California at Davis. "The technology is ready, and there is also a lot of demand and also a lot of political push."
There is not, however, any serious discussion yet about using them as personal vehicles that would operate like a family car, Lee said.
Each air taxi maker will have to go through licensing and certification steps with the U.S. government to operate -- a process that could take years. A German air taxi developer, Volocopter, planned to fly its aircraft at the 2024 Paris Olympics but scrapped the idea after running into certification delays with Europe's air safety agency. Joby has similarly announced it aims to fly its aircraft during the 2028 Summer Olympics in Los Angeles.
It could take decades for air taxis to be used by the general public on a daily basis, according to Lee. "I don't think that's going to happen very soon. Possibly around the 2040s, like two decades away from now, would be an optimistic scenario," he said. "Initial operations will be used by relatively wealthy people, rich people, not normal people," he added. However, he said, an initial rollout could happen in the next few years.
Future advances in battery capacity could help drive down costs by allowing larger aircraft with more passengers or reducing downtime needed for charging, said Susan Shaheen, a professor of civil and environmental engineering at the University of California at Berkeley.

A Wisk Aero taxi at a 2022 air show England. (Alberto Pezzali/AP)


FAA regulations have so far poised certified air taxis to fly similarly to helicopters -- between helipads and public airports. There are 5,082 public airports in the United States, according to the FAA. "When you add the heliport infrastructure you have to that, you get over 10,000 nodes of aviation activity that you can connect to. So, yes, in the early days, we're going to use existing infrastructure ... but there is a ton of it," said Greg Bowles, Joby's head of government policy.
Joby hopes to start pricing air taxi services "at a per-mile cost of about an Uber Black," Bowles said, and offer an option for users to hail a car to connect them to their point of departure.
Several U.S. companies are developing air taxis, including Joby, Archer Aviation and Wisk Aero -- all of which are based in California. In Germany, Volocopter and Lilium GmbH are working on similar aircraft, as are Vertical Aerospace in England, Eve Air Mobility in Brazil and EHang in China. Major South Korean conglomerates have partnered with U.S. makers, as well, and the country's government has promised to designate Jeju Island, a popular tourist destination, as a place to test air taxi services.
Air taxis are "going to be very important for the U.S. economy and prosperity in the future," Lee said, "because other countries are moving so fast."
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Child of refugees runs for Congress as immigration divides his district
The race reflects how far Iowa, and the nation, has moved on the issue of immigration. Questions about who belongs divide this district and congressional race.
By Anumita Kaur | 2024-10-24

Kai dancers from Thailand perform during central Iowa's Welcoming Week for immigrant and refugee communities in Des Moines on Sept. 14, 2023. (Zach Boyden-Holmes/The Register/USA Today Network)


ANKENY, Iowa -- Lanon Baccam's parents landed in Iowa more than 40 years ago after fleeing war-torn Laos.
They were welcomed by then-Gov. Robert Ray (R),  as part of a one-of-a-kind refugee resettlement program that brought 1,500 Tai Dam families into rural towns across the state in the 1970s and 1980s, Baccam recently told two dozen campaign volunteers.
"That is the reason why I'm running," Baccam (D),  said of his bid for Congress. "I wanted to give back."
But the state has changed drastically since Baccam's family made Iowa home. The same weekend that he heralded his background, his opponent,  Rep. Zach Nunn (R), told rallygoers that migrants arriving "the wrong way" were sapping public resources and that the country needed to "close down our border."
The race reflects how far the state, and the country, has moved on the issue of immigration over the last few decades. Families like Baccam's were once embraced with open arms in Iowa and by its Republican leader. Now, questions about who belongs -- and why -- divide the country and this state, propelled by anti-immigrant rhetoric that has boomed out from the national political stage to Iowa's 3rd Congressional District, an area with a small immigrant population that sits  over a thousand miles from the southern border. It's a taxing challenge for candidates like Baccam, who is part of a growing cohort of Asian Americans running for office.

Lanon Baccam (D) is running for a U.S. House seat to represent Iowa's 3rd District and speaks to reporters on Oct. 16, the first day of the state's early voting, in Des Moines. (Charlie Neibergall/AP)


Local residents across the political spectrum say they still revere the state's refugee resettlement legacy. The Tai Dam community is a celebrated -- and unquestioned -- part of Iowa's society. Tai Village, a sprawling park with green hills and a pond, is nestled into a northwest Des Moines neighborhood, and average residents are quick to recall Ray's refugee program.
But many question who else should be accepted, and for what reasons. Fear and anxiety abound. They say they are concerned that an onslaught of migrants who may bring drugs and crime. Some say they are worried about their communities becoming unrecognizable, overrun by foreigners who they think will take jobs, stress state resources and won't acclimate to American culture.
"The culture and their culture clash," Carl Boyd, 73, said of recent immigrants. Boyd plans to vote for Nunn. "These people are coming here for the free ride. We don't want this. We need to slow it down."
It's an issue that is shaping the presidential campaign and U.S. Senate and House contests across the country, and could be a deciding factor here in Iowa's 3rd District. Nunn narrowly defeated a Democrat in 2022 for the House seat, ousting the incumbent by just over 2,000 votes, less than  1 percent of votes cast. The nonpartisan Cook Political Report has deemed the district a "toss up," and both the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee and the National Republican Congressional Committee are pouring funds into advertisements. The outcome in Iowa could help determine whether Democrats gain control of the Republican-held House.
The race between Nunn and Baccam heats up at a time when Iowa, once deemed purple, has become a GOP stronghold. President Donald Trump carried the state by more than eight percentage points in 2020, and the vast majority of the district's counties went for the Republican.
Alarm around immigration has since been a mainstay in the state:  Gov. Kim Reynolds (R) sent the Iowa National Guard and Iowa State Patrol troops to the U.S.-Mexico border earlier this year, stating that Texas faced an "invasion." Reynolds also signed a law -- blocked by federal court -- allowing local law enforcement to enforce federal immigration law.
The debate over immigration has rippled throughout the district, which encompasses the urban capital Des Moines and stretches into the rural, farmland-filled southwestern expanse of the state.

Members of Escucha Mi Voz protest a new state immigration law in Iowa City on May 1. (Julia Hansen/Iowa City Press-Citizen/USA Today Network)


The state's immigrant community remains small, but it's growing: There are 188,605 foreign-born residents, which is about 6 percent of the state's population. Nearly half of that population has arrived since 2010, and a new refugee and immigrant resource center is under construction in the heart of Des Moines.
Some residents say they are concerned that Iowa, once welcoming to those in search of a home, grows increasingly unwelcoming for others. Newer generations of immigrants say they fear that they will be perpetually perceived as outsiders -- and at worst, fear for their safety.
"For me to come here, escaping violence, and hear, 'Why are immigrants here?' I hate it. We try to be the best we can be," said David Mahirwe, who left the Democratic Republic of  Congo and resettled in Iowa as a refugee in 2015. Mahirwe, 40, plans to vote for Baccam -- someone who, he said, understands the hardships many immigrants face.
Mahirwe felt a flare of fear after hearing the unfounded claims of Trump and running mate Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) about Haitians eating pets, and the backlash those refugees endured in Ohio. Trump later accused Congolese immigrants of taking "Black and Hispanic jobs" after crossing the southern border.
Now, for the first time in his Grimes, Iowa, neighborhood, he is scared to take an evening stroll or walk his dog, he said. "As an immigrant, I'm afraid. As a Black person, I'm afraid."
Baccam is part of a record wave of at least 54 Asian American candidates running for federal office across the country this year -- more than double the number who ran during the last two election cycles, according to data from the nonpartisan Asian Pacific American Institute for Congressional Studies.
Asian Americans are also the country's fastest growing group of eligible voters. Much of the growth is spurred by immigration -- most of the group's voters are naturalized citizens, rather than U.S.-born citizens.
Baccam is running to lead a district that is about 80 percent White, 10 percent Latino, 5 percent Black and only 4 percent Asian, according to the Census Bureau.
His candidacy in a predominantly White region reflects Asian Americans' growing political power, experts say, with Asian candidates no longer solely running for office in districts where their community is a major voting bloc. "Now, it is more common to see Asian Americans run for office in the communities they live in, even if we are not the majority in that district," said Madalene Mielke, president of the institute.
Baccam paints an idyllic portrait of his upbringing in Iowa: The Swedish American family that sponsored his parents in 1980 welcomed them with open arms, and so did the community in Mount Pleasant, Iowa, a small town about 140 miles southeast of Des Moines. He attended a Swedish Lutheran church, and the families swapped Swedish and Asian recipes. Despite the lack of diversity in school, he felt accepted, he said in an interview. He was voted the student body president in high school -- proof that he was a regular Iowan, not an outsider, he said.

Lanon Baccam embraces his parents, Joe and Bounmy Baccam, after winning the Democratic nomination for Iowa's 3rd District on June 4. (Zach Boyden-Holmes/The Register/USA Today Network)


He spent eight years in the U.S. Army and Iowa National Guard, later working in the administration of then-Gov. Tom Vilsack (D) before moving to the U.S. Agriculture Department when Vilsack was named secretary there.
If elected, Baccam would be the first Asian American to represent Iowa in Congress.
Baccam doesn't emphasize this. Instead, akin to the way Vice President Kamala Harris is campaigning to be the first Black and Indian American woman president, Baccam references his family's migration journey with pride -- a brief anecdote woven halfway into his spiel to rally volunteers -- but doesn't explicitly mention his candidacy's record-breaking potential.
Baccam said his family's refugee history represents the kind of Iowa that he believes constituents long for.
"We have such a deep history and legacy of actually being open and welcoming here in Iowa, and my family and my experience is like the proof point of this," Baccam said. "Me, as a candidate, I think folks see that as a manifestation of what Iowa was, where Iowa came from, what we were able to do as a state."
Nunn and Republican allies have been unsparing in their effort to tie Baccam to recent border surges.
Baccam, if elected, would roll "out the red carpet" for illegal immigrants, and "even supported amnesty" for them, according to a recent radio advertisement by the National Republican Congressional Committee. "Zach knows how important it is to have a safe and secure border. While Democrats, like @lanon_baccam, have allowed more than 8 million illegal immigrants into our community," Nunn's campaign social media posted.
Baccam dismisses the rhetoric. "We have to secure that border, and I'm all for it," Baccam said.
At a recent campaign event for Nunn, the crowd of about 100 erupted into applause each time a speaker called to shut down the border. Many of his supporters reiterated the same rallying cry: Now, every state is a border state.
Nunn said that like Ray, Iowa's former governor, he thinks that immigrants make Iowa better.
"What we don't need is an open-door policy," Nunn said, adding that Iowa has "a number of illegals" who need to be deported.
In a statement, Nunn said Iowa has been impacted by the border crisis through the illegal smuggling of fentanyl. "After defending our country in combat in Afghanistan, I never expected to return home only to be called to protect my country at our Southern Border," said Nunn, who served in the U.S. Air Force for decades.

Rep. Zach Nunn (R-Iowa) speaks at the Des Moines Register Political Soapbox during the Iowa State Fair on Aug. 9 in Des Moines. (Lily Smith/The Register/USA Today Network)


Iowa is home to an estimated 25,000 to 75,000 unauthorized immigrants, which is about 2 percent of the state's total population, according to the Pew Research Center. This year, just over 1,000 refugees have resettled in the state, with the majority from the Democratic Republic of  Congo, according to state officials.
On one block in Grimes,  about 16 miles northwest of Des Moines, two homes featuring lemon-yellow signs in support of Baccam faced three homes with firetruck-red signs in support of Nunn.
James Dawson, 65, stood on his porch pointing to an apartment complex nearby. Refugees from an African country had recently moved in there, he said. "I have very much, always been pro-immigration," Dawson said. "But we can't take care of everybody."
He's lived in Iowa the majority of his life. Resettling Southeast Asian refugees made sense in the '70s and '80s: Many served the  United States during the Vietnam War, and they "assimilated" quickly, Dawson said. "It was controlled."
But now, he sees what he calls chaos.
"Millions" of illegal immigrants are at the country's doorstep -- and at Iowa's -- and what seems to be  hordes of refugees are seeking safety, he said.
"I'm not saying they're bad people," he added, acknowledging that he hasn't noticed any increases in crime or a large influx of immigrants in town. But he doubted whether the latest groups of refugees would assimilate, and questioned why they should be "dropped off" in the Midwest. "What are they bringing to the country, to make this country better?"
Craig Snyder, 53, shook his head in disappointment as he walked briskly down a sidewalk two blocks away from Dawson. He's lived in Iowa nearly 40 years and has often voted across party lines, he said. "I cannot go back to voting for any Republicans now," he said. "Fearmongering on immigration isn't the answer. And that's what they're doing."
The area hasn't seen any tangible problems because of a perceived influx of migrants, Snyder said -- if anything, they fulfill critical roles in the state's workforce, like on farms and meatpacking plants. Instead, leaders like Reynolds and Nunn suggest that Iowans face an active threat in the form of migrants, Snyder said. It's not the Iowa he knows.
"It's disconnected from the reality on the ground," he said. "The language, it's all coming from the top down. The way they're talking, you think [immigrants] are taking over the country."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2024/10/24/iowa-congress-immigration-lanon-baccam/
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GOP candidates embrace Trump's call to abolish Education Department
Republican candidates in tight races speak out on the issue, an on-and-off GOP goal since the agency was created
By Laura Meckler | 2024-10-24

Wisconsin Senate hopeful Eric Hovde, seen campaigning with former president Donald Trump in June, is one of many Republicans who support abolishing the federal Education Department. (Taylor Glascock for The Washington Post)


Closing the Education Department is a central plank in former president Donald Trump's schools agenda. Inside the Republican Party, he's not alone.
GOP candidates in some of the most competitive Senate and House races have proposed shuttering the agency, in some cases following Trump's lead. Project 2025, the conservative blueprint for a future Republican administration, lays out a detailed plan for how to go about ending it. And former Trump education secretary Betsy DeVos has said she would come back for a second term if the mission was closing her former department.
Together, the pledges raise the question of whether Congress, if controlled by Republicans, and the White House, if controlled by Trump, would act on a promise that's been floated off and on for decades.
On the campaign trail, a range of Republican candidates are voicing support, in sometimes dramatic terms.
In Wisconsin, Republican Senate candidate Eric Hovde this month called the agency "one of the worse monstrosities that's ever been created."
"If I get to the U.S. Senate, one thing I'm going to say is, 'Hey, there's a spot to save a lot of money and do America a lot better -- closing that thing for good,'" he said in an interview with a conservative podcast. The comment was met with enthusiastic applause from the audience.
In Ohio, Republican Bernie Moreno, who is running for Senate in one of the hottest races, has said repeatedly that he wants to abolish the agency. "We're going to get rid of some of these agencies that don't make any sense, like the Department of Education and just move that money to the states," he said last week in a radio interview.

Bernie Moreno, a Republican candidate for Senate in Ohio, says the Education Department is one of the agencies he would "get rid of." (David Dermer/AP)



Republican Tim Sheehy, running for Senate in Montana, suggested throwing the Education Department "in the trash can." (Michael Ciaglo/Getty Images)


And in Montana, Republican Senate challenger Tim Sheehy says he wants to do away with the agency by "throwing it in the trash can," the Daily Montanan reported. "We have a Department of Education, which I don't think we need anymore," Sheehy said. "It should go away."
Sheehy then pointed to decades-old civil rights legislation that bars federally funded schools from discriminating on the basis of race -- rules that are enforced by the Education Department. He said this work is no longer needed so the agency can close.
"We formed that department so little Black girls could go to school down South, and we could have integrated schooling. We don't need that anymore," he said.
Today, the Education Department's Office for Civil Rights still investigates allegations of discrimination on the basis of race, as well as sex and other factors. It has also said sex discrimination includes discrimination based on gender identity, stirring opposition from conservatives.
Education is the responsibility of state and local governments but the federal agency plays a role. In addition to enforcing civil rights laws, the department administers federal grant programs, including the $18.4 billion Title I program that provides supplemental funding to high-poverty K-12 schools. It runs achievement tests dubbed the Nation's Report Card and collects statistics on enrollment, crime in school, staffing and other topics. And it oversees the $1.6 trillion federal student loan program.
Closing the agency would require congressional action, people in both parties agree, and likely require a supermajority of 60 votes in the Senate as long as filibuster rules remain in place. Politically, this would be difficult if not impossible, with opposition from Democrats and likely some Republicans. A 2023 vote in the House to abolish the department, considered as an amendment to a parents' rights bill, failed. It garnered 161 yes votes, but 60 Republicans joined every Democrat in voting no.
Sen. Patty Murray (D-Washington), chair of the Senate Appropriations Committee, said in a statement that these proposals represent a real threat, particularly if Republicans take control of the Senate and keep the House.
"Trump wants to literally abolish the Department of Education," she said. "This may seem like a wildly outlandish proposal but many Republicans are deadly serious about this, and, if ever enacted, it would unleash absolute chaos in the daily lives of millions of families."
Project 2025, the conservative governing blueprint published by the Heritage Foundation, lays out a plan for how it could be done. It suggests farming out programs to other departments -- moving civil rights enforcement to the Justice Department, for instance, and the student loan program into a new government corporation, which would work with the Treasury Department to administer the program. Other programs would move to the Department of Health and Human Services under this vision.
A survey by the Pew Research Center in July shows the partisan divide in views of the agency. Sixty-four percent of Democrats said they have a favorable opinion of the Education Department, compared to just 26 percent of Republicans.
Criticism of the Education Department's existence runs along two tracks. Some say it's an example of an unnecessary and bloated bureaucracy. Reagan McCarthy, a spokeswoman for Moreno, who is challenging Democratic Sen. Sherrod Brown in Ohio, said Moreno's primary goal is driving power away from Washington. "He believes that we should work to give as much power over our kids' education to parents and teachers, not federal bureaucrats," she said.
Other critiques are part of the ongoing culture war debate. They point to the department's work under Democrats to promote racial equity and protect rights of transgender students, much of it through enforcement of civil rights law. The agency, for instance, has said that sex discrimination includes discrimination based on gender identity.
"Saying, 'I'm going to abolish the department' is a blow against the bureaucrats, a blow against the woke agenda," said Frederick M. Hess, director of education policy studies at the American Enterprise Institute, a conservative think tank. "That's generally what they're trying to communicate and what the audience is hearing."
In Wisconsin, Hovde cited this concern in a conversation with podcaster Ben Shapiro last month.
"They're trying to push gender ideology, which is just nuts," Hovde said. "They're trying to social engineer your children. So I am just so fundamentally opposed at this."
Abolishing the Education Department has been an off-and-on Republican goal since it was created in 1979 by splitting what was then the Health, Education and Welfare Department into two departments: Health and Human Services and Education. The move fulfilled a campaign promise President Jimmy Carter made to the National Education Association.
In his 1980 presidential campaign, Ronald Reagan pushed to reverse course. Instead, in 1983, the landmark report "A Nation at Risk" was issued, spotlighting the failings of the education system and redoubling federal interest in improving it.
But the idea of closing the department never fully went away.
Running for president in 2016, Trump advocated reducing the footprint of the department, and as president, he proposed budgets that significantly cut federal education spending. But he made no effort to eliminate the department and Congress did not go along with his request for huge cuts.
"That was more of an aspiration and there was not real focus given to how that could actually be accomplished," DeVos told the Detroit News last month. "The president had other priorities."
Other conservatives argue that closing the agency is both politically impossible and ideologically unwise. A better plan, says Max Eden of the conservative Manhattan Institute, is to use the department to enforce a conservative view of hot-button issues.
Rather than bar schools from discrimination based on gender identity, he says, the agency could punish schools that allow transgender girls and women to participate on women's sports teams. It could go after schools that implement certain diversity, equity and inclusion strategies, he said.
In an essay for the Washington Examiner, Eden called this "de-escalation through escalation."
"If you can't get the Republican votes to shut down the department," he wrote, "make the Democrats resent it so much they want to shut it down, too."
But for now, Democrats see this as a winning issue for their side.
"Republicans have completely embraced the Project 2025 agenda and the far-right's unhinged crusade to defund public schools," said Viet Shelton, spokesperson for the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee, which works to elect Democrats to the House. "Voters will resoundingly reject Republican attacks on their families and communities and elect a Democratic majority that invests in teachers, schools and students."
And with the election less than two weeks away, some Republicans may be rethinking their positions.

Republican Nick Begich, running for the House in Alaska, listens during a debate with his opponent this month. Earlier this year he said he supported disbanding the Education Department, but a spokesman said he now supports reform within the agency. (Bill Roth/Anchorage Daily News/AP)


Republican Nick Begich, running in Alaska, was asked in January if he could name two or three federal agencies that he would favor disbanding and defunding, and replied the Department of Education was "right at the top of the list."
"The role of the federal government in funding education is dubious at best," he said. "Prior to Jimmy Carter, we didn't have a Department of Education and we managed to educate folks just fine."
But asked this week if this was still Begich's position, his spokesman said he was "advocating for reform and accountability within the department."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2024/10/24/trump-republicans-education-department-shut-down/
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Grizzly 399, famous for showing the human side of bears, dies at 28
Grizzly 399 was believed to be 28 years old and one of the oldest known grizzly bears still reproducing before a car crash killed her.
By Kyle Melnick | 2024-10-24

In this undated photo provided by Grand Teton National Park, the grizzly bear known as 399 stands alongside a cub. (C. Adams/AP)


Thousands of fans traveled across the world to Wyoming just to get a look at her.
Some people cried when they saw her; others took as many photos as possible before she hid from the paparazzi. Her entourage closed roads so she could cross the street without being harassed. Fans stayed up-to-date with her life through pictures on her social media accounts.
Her name was 399, and she was a 400-pound grizzly bear living at Grand Teton National Park.
On Wednesday, wildlife officials announced that 399 died after a vehicle struck her on a highway in Snake River Canyon, south of Jackson, Wyoming. She was believed to be 28 years old and one of the oldest known grizzly bears still reproducing.
Grizzly 399, named after the number on her tracking tag, became famous by showing her followers that bears have emotions, too. Also known as the Queen of the Grand Tetons, 399 spent the bulk of her time near roads, where visitors could see her cuddling, eating and playing with the roughly 18 cubs she had over the course of her life.
"She taught people a world of possibility -- a world where we can live with bears that we've been scared of for so long," wildlife advocate Louisa Willcox told The Washington Post.
Grizzly 399 was born in Grand Teton National Park, which is in Teton County, Wyoming, in 1996; five years later, researchers placed a tracking tag on her ear, said Chris Servheen, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's former grizzly bear recovery coordinator.
Researchers said 399 and her cubs might've lived closer to roads than most grizzly bears to avoid their fiercest perceived threats -- male grizzly bears, which can weigh up to 700 pounds and sometimes kill their own cubs. Grizzly 399 even visited neighbors' backyards, seemingly unbothered by people.
By the mid-2000s, multiple photographers made careers following 399; Servheen joked she was a "grand salesman for Canon lenses."
Thomas D. Mangelsen, a photographer who has trailed 399 for nearly two decades, said he was amazed by 399's vulnerability after one instance in which a car fatally struck one of her cubs. Grizzly 399 ran into the road to grab her cub with her mouth, Mangelsen said, and placed it near a spruce tree in the woods. That night, 399 ran up and down the highway crying, Mangelsen said.
"She was so much like us," he said.
Deby Dixon, another wildlife photographer, said she traveled from Spokane, Washington, to Teton County in 2011 to take pictures of 399. Dixon planned to be there for a few days, she said, but she ultimately stayed for three weeks, captivated by watching 399 and her cubs daily.
In 2013, 399 tried to cross a creek with three of her cubs, Dixon said, but she was scared to walk over a bridge that was under construction. She ultimately lay on the ground and looked at photographers, Dixon said, until they blocked her other paths, leading 399 to believe they were trying to direct her across the bridge.
"She just stared at us like, 'How am I ever going to get there?'" Dixon said. "That's when you see the intelligence and the frustration that, you know, this isn't a dumb animal."
While 399's death was unexpected for some, her fans had feared the thought of her death for years.
Grizzly 399 mauled a hiker in 2007, but the victim and others pleaded for the bear's life to be spared. A hunter in 2016 claimed that he had killed 399 on purpose, but fans were relieved when she was seen alive months later.
Each winter, 399 hibernated in a den, and some fans worried about her health in recent years -- due to her age -- until she emerged. Grizzly bears typically live about 25 years, according to the Fish and Wildlife Service.
Willcox hopes 399's death will trigger new rules to protect bears from becoming roadkill. Between 2009 and 2023, more than three bears died on average each year just in the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem, which is composed of parts of Wyoming, Idaho and Montana, according to the Fish and Wildlife Service.
"She's telling us something: Get with it. We can do more on their behalf," Willcox said about 399.
Grand Teton National Park is going to feel like it has "a big hole" after 399's death, Mangelsen said.
Some of 399's cubs have died before reaching maturity over the years, Mangelsen said, and he doesn't know how many of her offspring are still alive. A cub accompanied 399 before she was hit Tuesday, but its whereabouts are unknown, the Fish and Wildlife Service said.
Mangelsen said 399's death has not "sunk in yet," but he plans to organize a memorial for her -- filled with stories, drinks and pictures.
"A lot of people really loved her, including me," he said. "We should have a celebration of what she's given all of us."
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Her voice is famous on a New Jersey boardwalk. She wants to be paid for it.
Floss Stingel sued the city of Wildwood, alleging she was never compensated for voicing the iconic slogan warning boardwalk visitors to "watch the tram car, please."
By Daniel Wu | 2024-10-24

The famous yellow tram car makes a stop along the long Wildwood, New Jersey, Boardwalk. (iStock)


Every visitor to the raucous Wildwood, New Jersey, boardwalk has heard Floss Stingel's voice warning to "Watch the tram car, please" at regular intervals as trackless trains trundle up and down the boards.
Stingel's transit greeting has resonated from the trams for over 45 years. She has been invited to perform it live at ceremonies on the boardwalk and autographed memorabilia at a Wildwood museum. It can even be heard on an episode of "Sex and the City."
But Stingel has never been paid for her iconic line, according to a lawsuit filed Monday. The most she has received for providing the voice of the Wildwoods, Stingel alleged -- referring to the city and its nearest neighbors -- is the occasional free tram ticket.
Stingel, a longtime North Wildwood resident, told The Washington Post she appreciated her place in the boardwalk's history and hadn't thought to question the city's usage of her recording, which she provided without signing a contract or obtaining copyright. But last year, she visited the boardwalk gift store and saw plush tram toys on sale that played her voice.
"I was shocked and I was like, 'How did you get my voice on there?'" Stingel said. "And they said, 'Well, the city gave it to us.'"
Stingel sued the City of Wildwood, the Wildwood Business Improvement District, the Wildwoods Boardwalk Special Improvement District, the Wildwood Historical Society and several stores and attractions on the boardwalk for misappropriating her likeness, citing not only the plush toys but decades of tram rides that generated millions of dollars for the city.
The lawsuit asks the city and other businesses to compensate Stingel for using her voice for various commercial purposes. If it's not resolved by next summer, the iconic tram on the Jersey Shore could be forced to temporarily find a new voice.
"You can't be making millions of dollars off her voice and not give her a penny, just give her free tram car tickets," said Emeka Igwe, Stingel's attorney. "That's just not fair."
The City of Wildwood declined to comment, spokesperson Lisa Fagan said Wednesday when reached by The Post. The Wildwood Business Improvement District, the Wildwoods Boardwalk Special Improvement District, the Wildwood Historical Society and other defendants did not respond to requests for comment.
Stingel first captured her rendition of "Watch the tram car, please" on a tape recorder in 1971 at the request of her boyfriend at the time, who worked for the family that owned the tram cars, according to her lawsuit. It wasn't her first performance. Stingel had previously provided commercial voice recordings for her then-employer, South Jersey Gas Company, according to her lawsuit.
Stingel's iconic line has played continuously in the decades since -- an estimated 6,000 times a day whenever the boardwalk's iconic blue and yellow trams pass pedestrians on the way to the beach, Stingel's lawsuit alleged.
"It's nice when people appreciate it," Stingel said.
Stingel's slogan -- and Stingel herself -- have also since been employed in various other revenue-generating pursuits by the boardwalk and related businesses, according to her lawsuit. She attended a ceremony celebrating the tram service's 60th birthday in 2008 and performed a live version of her tram announcement and autographed memorabilia for the Wildwood Historical Museum. The Wildwood Gift Shop sells plush toy trams that speak Stingel's line when you press a button.
Such was the renown of Stingel's voice that it sparked a face off between Wildwood and another boardwalk on the Jersey Shore. Atlantic City used Stingel's recording when it introduced its own tram service in 2015, the Press of Atlantic City reported. Wildwood officials said the recording, which wasn't trademarked, amounted to plagiarism of their local brand and threatened legal action. Atlantic City eventually replaced the recording.
The Wildwood tram makes around $2.5 million each year, according to Stingel's lawsuit. Despite the city's fierce defense of Stingel's voice, Stingel has never been financially compensated for her recording or the appearances and images that display her likeness, according to her lawsuit. The most she has allegedly received are free tickets for the now $5 ride.
Stingel said discovering plush tram toys for sale that spoke in her voice last year, which the gift store did not tell her about, prompted her to reconsider the city's usage of her recording for decades and bring a lawsuit.
"It's just been so many years," she said. "I guess I just looked past it until they started putting my voice on toys."
The lawsuit seeks compensation and a temporary injunction to prevent further unauthorized use of Stingel's voice, which could force Wildwood's trams to sing a different tune when they resume after the winter offseason.
Igwe, Stingel's attorney, said they did not want to permanently remove Stingel's recording from the boardwalk.
"We hope the tram cars can continue with Floss's voice," Igwe said. "All we're asking for is for the defendants to step up, do the right thing, and compensate her accordingly."
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Infant mortality got worse after Roe reversal. Experts are investigating.
A study in JAMA Pediatrics says hundreds more babies died than expected in the year and a half after the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade.
By Ariana Eunjung Cha | 2024-10-23

Antiabortion and abortion rights advocates gather outside the Supreme Court on the second anniversary of the Roe v. Wade reversal on June 24. (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post)


Hundreds more babies died than expected in the year and a half after the Supreme Court ended the constitutional right to abortion in June 2022, raising questions about the ripple effects of the ruling on maternal and child health.
In findings published this week in JAMA Pediatrics, researchers said the shift was detectable several months after the decision. In some months, infant mortality jumped by as much as 7 percent, or 247 excess deaths, from the baseline before the Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization ruling, which overturned Roe v. Wade.
Alison Gemmill, a demographer at the Bloomberg School of Public Health at Johns Hopkins University who was not involved in the new research, said she was surprised by the magnitude of the change.
"I don't want to say it definitely is due to Dobbs, but it strongly suggests that it is meaningful," Gemmill said.
Parvati Singh, the lead author of the study and an assistant professor of epidemiology at Ohio State University's College of Public Health, and Maria Gallo, a sexual and reproductive health epidemiologist at Ohio State, used Centers for Disease Control and Prevention epidemiological data from 2018 to 2023. The data showed the most significant increases in deaths were in infants with congenital anomalies or birth defects. After Dobbs, numerous states introduced full or partial abortion bans. As of October, 13 states have total abortion bans and eight states ban abortions at or before 18 weeks' gestation, according to the Guttmacher Institute, a research and advocacy group that supports abortion rights. Many other states restrict abortion at later stages of pregnancy.
"This suggests it could be due to fetuses incompatible with life ... being carried to term," Singh said.
Researchers said it is unclear whether the trend will continue or whether it is a product of the confusion and turmoil in the months after Dobbs.
Ushma Upadhyay, a professor at the University of California at San Francisco who specializes in reproductive science, said there are many health-care changes in the wake of the reversal of Roe beyond simply access to abortion. She said previous research shows, for example, that people with unwanted pregnancies are less likely to obtain basic health services, which might increase the risk of complications.
"The people who are most marginalized are the ones being forced to carry pregnancies to term -- those who are the poorest, with the least access to information," Upadhyay said.
Upadhyay, who studies abortion access, said she was greatly concerned by the jumps in infant mortality, defined as a death in the first year of life, and what that means for the future of these women. Infant mortality rates have generally fallen over time thanks to modern medicine, but the United States has long stood out for its abysmally high rates as compared with those of other wealthy nations. Singh's study did not look at breakdowns by state or race, but some states have significantly higher rates than others, and Black babies are at much higher risk.
"Infant mortality is very uncommon, so small increases mean large changes. It's 2024, and we should not be seeing increases. We should be seeing decreases," Upadhyay said.
Moreover, in states that have banned abortion, some doctors are no longer offering obstetric care because of worries about the changing legal landscape or are moving to new areas, creating health-care "deserts" that may have made it difficult for pregnant women to get the care they need. A study by Gemmill and others looking at the effect of Texas's abortion ban on infant mortality found that maternal complications played a big role in an increase in the infant death rate.
Singh studies national-level "shocks" that affect health care and in the past has looked at the impact of George Floyd's killing, the 9/11 terrorist attacks and economic recessions that she described as creating "this ambient stressful environment regardless of someone's individual-level circumstance." She said the new analysis suggests Dobbs is on that level.
"For something to elicit a national response is a rare phenomenon," Singh said.
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One year, 41 million digits: How he found the largest known prime number
Former Nvidia programmer Luke Durant used an unusual computer setup to discover a Mersenne prime that is -- wait for it -- 41 million digits long.
By Ben Brasch | 2024-10-23

(iStock)


Luke Durant was folding his laundry right into his suitcase ahead of a trip back home to Alabama when he decided to check his computer and see if he had made history.
He figured that, like every other time over the past year of fixing computer scripts, he probably hadn't. That night, Oct. 12, he was wrong.
Durant had discovered the world's new largest prime number. He quickly told his partner that this was going to complicate the trip, then got to work double-checking his computer's result.
The number he found, given the unstimulating name M136279841, is one of those figures so outlandishly large that it doesn't sound real. It has 41,024,320 decimal digits. If someone read off the entire number and each digit took one second to say, they would need 475 days to finish. Apologies in advance if this hurts your brain, but: The number is two to the 136,279,841st power minus one.
The discovery was the result of almost exactly one year of work and about $2 million of Durant's own money.
The 36-year-old programmer retired from chipmaker Nvidia in 2021. He had joined a decade earlier at the start of a technology boom that would see the company surpass Microsoft in June 2024 as the world's most profitable company with a market capitalization of $3.3 trillion. Nvidia builds the graphics processing units, or GPUs, and software that power the artificial intelligence algorithms behind the chatbots and image generators sweeping the internet.
Durant, a graduate of the California Institute of Technology, found the new prime number using only publicly available unused cloud storage space. Durant, who made his money off the boom, said he put his time and money into the project to show people that they aren't helpless to technology giants and that we can figure out massive problems if we work together.
"Individuals today are dramatically more capable than any point in history," he said. "The scale of computing available in the cloud, it's nearly unfathomable. I was able to find this number that's astonishingly large ... but I was able to do it just by using big tech's leftovers. So it's trying to [highlight the fact that] we have these incredible systems, so let's figure out how to best use them."
The prime number Durant discovered serves no real purpose for society. This isn't the key to curing a disease or proving some universal scientific theory.
"It's entertainment for math nerds," said George Woltman, co-founder of the Great Internet Mersenne Prime Search.
Woltman's organization, which announced Durant's discovery on Monday, provides software and support for people on this numerical quest. Woltman and Durant said they are seeking Mersenne primes, a type of prime number named after the French monk Marin Mersenne, who studied them in the 17th century.
Woltman, 67, said he has been interested in primes and recreational math since he was a kid. While other children were playing outside, he and his programmer father were writing a prime number computer code.
A former computer programmer himself, Woltman said the search for new primes has been a retirement hobby.
"It's a good way to pass some time," he said, noting that it offers literally infinite enjoyment.
Woltman said about 3,00o to 5,000 volunteers have downloaded a piece of software that tasks unused space on their computers to crunch these numbers in the background.
But it is getting harder to find numerical needles in a haystack -- Woltman's announcement said the last one was found in 2018 and is 16 million digits shorter than Durant's discovery, which is the 52nd Mersenne prime.
For the past 28 years, Woltman's group has helped find 18 Mersenne primes. All that work was done on CPUs, or central processing units, which are the hearts of modern personal computers. Durant did something different. He used the GPUs, the technology he had a hand in developing at Nvidia.
A typical CPU would take a week or two to test a number to see whether it is prime, Woltman said. It takes GPUs about a day or two.
This technological leap is a key to why the consumer advocacy group Electronic Frontier Foundation began offering rewards for finding such humongous numbers, said Jacob Hoffman-Andrews, a senior staff technologist at EFF.
Some of the rewards have been claimed, but others remain open, including a $250,000 prize for the first person to find a billion-digit prime.
Hoffman-Andrews said the group started offering rewards March 30, 1999 -- almost two years before Wikipedia was launched. They wanted to develop ways to work across the internet, which, he said, was still new and not the given that it is today.
"Proving the potential for computers to coordinate and people cooperating on the internet is something we no longer need to prove, but this prize was created with a long horizon," he said.
Hoffman-Andrews said it is the journey, not the destination, that is worth celebrating since the prime numbers are useless.
He compared Mersenne primes to test cars: "It won't help you get the milk home any faster, but it's fun and impressive and occasionally provides insights into how to build faster vehicles."
Durant's use of GPUs, starting in October 2023, quickly made him the most prolific prime pioneer using software from Woltman's group.
He used servers in 17 countries across 24 data centers and on two cloud providers to find the number, Durant said. But the spirit of his discovery is distinctly human despite all of it happening on a computer.
Durant went to public school in Alabama, which consistently ranks as offering some of the nation's lowest-quality public education. He said that in his circles, the South doesn't get recognition for its scientific or technical experts. So he's donating the $3,000 prize money from Woltman's group to the Alabama School of Math and Science, the public boarding school he attended before Caltech.
Durant said he also spent the time and money on finding a prime number to show that GPUs can be used for more than AI. He said he wants the technology to be used for research and discovery -- for prime numbers and beyond.
"An AI isn't going to be able to find the next prime number," he said. "And, of course, I may have to end up eating those words someday."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/science/2024/10/23/nvidia-prime-mersenne-gpu-cloud/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Tell The Post: What would a woman winning, or losing, the presidency mean to you?
Washington Post journalists want to know how readers feel about this historic choice. Share your thoughts with us through this form.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-10-23
This year, as in 2016, Americans again will decide whether to elect the nation's first woman president. If she wins, Kamala Harris would make history as the first woman, and first woman of color, to hold the office. If she loses, it would mark the second defeat for a woman nominee by Donald Trump, who beat Hillary Clinton eight years ago.
Washington Post journalists want to know how readers feel about this historic choice, its possible outcomes and what either option means for the country. What do you think a Harris win or loss would reflect about the United States in 2024?
Please use the form below to share your thoughts with us. We will not publish or share this information without following up with you, so please provide your contact information. In some instances, we will want to interview you and potentially spotlight your views. Thank you for your contribution to our coverage.
By submitting, you agree to our submission and discussion guidelines, including our terms of service and privacy policy.
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Texas county reverses classification of Indigenous history book as fiction
A Montgomery County committee caused an outcry after labelling "Colonization and the Wampanoag story," a children's Native American history book, as fiction.
By Daniel Wu | 2024-10-23

A copy of "Colonization and the Wampanoag Story" by Linda Coombs. (Anne Russey)


A Texas county on Tuesday reversed a decision to reclassify a children's book on Native American history as fiction after the move drew anger from authors, advocates and one of the world's largest publishing companies.
A citizen committee in Montgomery County, just north of Houston, moved the nonfiction book "Colonization and the Wampanoag Story" from the county library system's juvenile nonfiction collection to its fiction collection last week, according to an email from a librarian shared with The Washington Post. The book details encounters between the Wampanoag tribe and the Pilgrims, as well as encounters between Christopher Columbus and other Indigenous tribes.
Advocates and nonprofits, including the Texas Freedom to Read Project, Authors Against Book Bans and the American Indian Library Association, blasted the move in an open letter Wednesday asking the county to move the book back to the nonfiction collection. They were joined by Penguin Random House, which published the book by author and Indigenous historian Linda Coombs.
"Colonization and the Wampanoag Story is a carefully researched, fact-based account of the Indigenous perspective of the tribes of the New England area on the impacts of European colonization," the letter states. "Moving it to the fiction section communicates distrust of material that reflects the truths of our American history."
On Tuesday, the Montgomery County Commission reversed the decision and returned the book to a nonfiction classification, according to messages from the group shared with The Post. The commission, which appoints the citizen committee that reviews library books, did not respond to requests for comment before the reversal or afterward.
"Colonization and the Wampanoag Story" describes the impacts of colonization on the Indigenous people who first encountered the Pilgrims in America and says that the history of Native Americans, who were kidnapped and enslaved by European settlers, is often distorted or omitted in retellings of American history.
Anne Russey, co-founder of Texas Freedom to Read Project, a nonprofit that advocates against book bans in the state, told The Post that she was glad the decision was reversed. But she said the initial reclassification seemed like a concerning outgrowth of other citizen-led efforts nationwide to restrict access to books on politicized topics.
Russey said she had never previously encountered an attempt to designate a history book as fiction.
"This feels a lot more like whitewashing or rewriting history," she said. "And that feels really scary."
Penguin Random House said in a statement to The Post that the decision to classify Coombs's book as fiction was "a mistake from the outset" and that it was glad the county reversed the change.
"What unfolded in this case demonstrates the danger we are seeing again and again when political appointees ignore the expertise of librarians and any care for authors in exerting ideological control over the freedom to read," the company said in a joint statement with advocates and library associations.
As libraries and school districts across the country grapple with what advocates have described as an unprecedented push to ban books on sexual orientation, gender identity, race and racism, Montgomery County raised alarms in Texas this year by designating a citizen committee to review and remove books challenged by community members. The Texas Freedom to Read Project and other advocates said the policy stripped librarians of the ability to oversee the books on their shelves in favor of a committee appointed by county officials.
It was that committee that reviewed "Colonization and the Wampanoag Story" after it was challenged in September, according to a response to a public records request shared with The Post. The records do not reveal who challenged the book, which details the history of the Wampanoag people, who are based in southeastern Massachusetts and made first contact with the Pilgrims upon their arrival in 1620.
The Wampanoag, who helped the Pilgrims survive their first Thanksgiving but were soon marginalized and forced off their land, have fought to promote their history and reclaim ancestral homelands, The Post previously reported. (Two Wampanoag tribes, the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe and the Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head Aquinnah, are federally recognized.)
Debbie Reese, a member of the Nambe Oweenge Pueblo tribe in New Mexico who runs the blog "American Indians in Children's Literature," said the targeting of a book about the Wampanoags was especially frustrating as awareness grows about their role in the history of Thanksgiving.
"[Teachers], they've moved from thinking, 'Oh yeah, Pilgrims and Indians,'" Reese said. "They've moved to, 'Pilgrims and Wampanoags.' ... The next move is now, 'I need to know more about these people.' Linda's book does that."
Coombs's book, aimed at grade schoolers, includes a story describing Wampanoag life before European contact based on oral traditions and research, as well as sections describing the chronological history of Indigenous tribes in southern New England and discussion questions for readers.
The book's Amazon page describes the series it is published under, "Race to the Truth," as nonfiction; the series also includes titles on Black, Chinese American and Mexican American history. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.) The Library of Congress included it in a list of "Great Reads" in May.
But Montgomery County removed it from its children's books collection after it received a challenge against the book in September, under a policy that moves any challenged children's book to 18-and-older shelves while the citizen committee conducts a review. The county reclassified the book as fiction a month later.
The committee's reviews aren't announced and documentation of them is not easily accessible, so few are aware when changes are made, said Teresa Kenney, a Montgomery County resident who owns a bookstore. Kenney, who first surfaced the committee's decision, discovered the committee's review and its decision to reclassify the book by filing a public records request.
"I was completely shocked that they would have done this, and they don't have to give an explanation as to why," Kenney said.
Kenney said she would keep monitoring the committee's decisions on book challenges and push for librarians to be involved and for the review process to be made more transparent. Reese added that her blog tracks many more books by Native authors that have been banned or challenged in other states.
"To see so little empathy ... for our voices to be heard through our books that can be put in libraries and classrooms, it's just frustrating," Reese said. "It makes me mad."
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Live Briefing: Blinken announces plan to resume Gaza cease-fire talks
U.S. and Israeli officials ae set for talks in Doha on a cease-fire and hostage deal, the U.S. secretary of state said. He announced $135 million in aid for Palestinians.
By Frances Vinall, Annabelle Timsit, John Hudson, Bryan Pietsch, Sammy Westfall, Steve Hendrix, Hajar Harb, Lior Soroka, Hazem  Balousha, Mohamad  El Chamaa | 2024-10-24
U.S. and Israeli negotiators are set to travel to Doha, Qatar, in the coming days to attempt to reach a cease-fire and hostage deal in Gaza, Secretary of State Antony Blinken said Thursday.
He also announced plans to send an additional $135 million in aid for Palestinians in Gaza, the West Bank and the region, which would include assistance with water sanitation and maternal health.
The upcoming round of talks represents the latest effort by the United States to forge a cease-fire after the killing of Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar, whom U.S. officials have described as a key obstacle in the process.
Blinken made the comments during a Thursday news conference with Qatar's prime minister, Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani, in Doha. Blinken is on a multi-stop tour of the Middle East aimed at cooling tensions between Israel, Hamas in Gaza and Hezbollah in Lebanon.
Heavy fighting is ongoing in Gaza, especially in the north, where Israel launched a major offensive this month. Israel says it is targeting Hamas fighters who are regrouping there.
Relief groups say Israel's offensive has been accompanied by a severe restriction on aid delivery. Gaza's Civil Defense agency, which conducts search and rescue operations, said it pulled out of northern Gaza because of threats from Israeli forces.
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Hezbollah proving a formidable foe against Israeli forces in Lebanon
The militant group has bounced back from major setbacks thanks to a flexible command structure, help from Iran and years of planning for an Israeli invasion.
By Susannah George, Suzan Haidamous, Steve Hendrix | 2024-10-24

The trail of a missile launched by Hezbollah toward Israel can be seen on Oct. 18. "They are a formidable foe," an official with the Israel Defense Forces said about Hezbollah, before adding it has "transformed itself from a terror organization to a terror army." (Atef Safadi/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


BEIRUT -- After a series of staggering losses, Hezbollah is putting up a stiff fight against Israeli forces in Lebanon's south while continuing to rain down rockets across the border, underscoring the group's resilience and the limitations of Israel's ground campaign.
When Israel sent troops across the border on Oct. 1, officials estimated military operations would last for a few weeks. More than three weeks later, officials have said they will likely need a few weeks longer, raising concerns over the kind of mission creep that has defined Israel's past wars in Lebanon. A resurgent Hezbollah damaged Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's home in a drone attack over the weekend and has warned a "new escalatory phase" is coming.
The militant group has bounced back from its unprecedented setbacks -- including the penetration of its electronic devices and the assassination of most of its senior leadership -- thanks to a flexible command structure, help from Iran and years of planning for an Israeli invasion, current and former Lebanese officials said. Israeli officials, for their part, contend that the group remains significantly weakened and operations on the ground in Lebanon are going according to plan.
Mohammed Afif, head of Hezbollah's media office, told reporters Tuesday he wanted to speak directly to "the enemies of the resistance."
"For a moment, you thought that it was over," he said, but "you misunderstood us ... Hezbollah was able to rehabilitate its capabilities and a great portion of our abilities remain in the field."

Israel emergency workers attend the scene after a reported drone strike in Caesarea, Israel. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's home was damaged, though he was not there at the time of the attack. (Amir Levy/Getty Images) 


For all the bluster, the area where he held the news conference -- in Beirut's southern suburbs, the group's longtime seat of power -- has been decimated. Wave after wave of Israeli airstrikes have flattened apartment blocks and displaced tens of thousands of residents. Shops have been boarded up against looters.
Soon after the news conference concluded, an Israeli strike leveled another mid-rise apartment building just a few hundred yards away. The next day, Hezbollah confirmed the death several weeks earlier of Hashem Safieddine, the man widely believed to have been in line to replace its former leader, Hasan Nasrallah, assassinated by Israel last month.
In the south, though, Hezbollah is holding its own, with Israeli forces advancing no more than four or five kilometers into Lebanon at their farthest point, according to a Lebanese official. Like others in this story he spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive matters.
"They are a formidable foe," said an official with the Israel Defense Forces, one of four Israeli security officials who spoke with The Post about the state of the fight in Lebanon. The official said Hezbollah militants are better trained, more experienced after fighting in Syria and armed with more advanced weaponry than in 2006, during their last war with Israel.
Hezbollah has "transformed itself from a terror organization to a terror army," the IDF official said.
Israel continues to describe its invasion of Lebanon as "limited," aimed at allowing tens of thousands of displaced residents to return to their homes in the north -- and to protect them from the kind of devastating cross-border attack that Hamas launched from Gaza last October. But if Hezbollah is able to reconstitute, Israel could find itself drawn into a much longer and more costly conflict.
Nineteen Israeli soldiers have been killed so far in Lebanon, the IDF says. Estimates of Hezbollah losses range from hundreds of fighters to more than 1,000, according to two diplomats who have been briefed on Israeli assessments of the war. But the group has given no signal it plans to retreat.
Former and current Lebanese officials say the group has regained its footing in large part because it is operating on familiar turf in the south, where it can execute guerilla-style attacks.
Hezbollah operatives are using the rugged hillsides and steep valleys to their advantage, the officials say, which Israel is trying to counteract with clearing operations -- demolishing homes, tunnels, bunkers and razing vegetation as their forces advance.
Hezbollah's ground forces also maintain independent command structures and communication networks, according to Lebanese officials. That system insulated front-line fighters and commanders from the pager attacks last month that left many senior and mid-ranking Hezbollah members in Beirut unable to pass even simple messages to each other.
"Hezbollah is like a Russian doll," said one Lebanese official who meets regularly with the group's political leadership. "You think it's one thing, but when you open, it's many, all independent."
A Lebanese individual close to Hezbollah said the "decentralized" operations were adopted after the 2006 war, when most coordination came from the Lebanese capital. The autonomy of forces in the south has allowed the fight to progress, the official said, but it has also left Hezbollah "fragmented" -- simultaneously capable of taking on the region's most advanced army while unable to carry out basic functions.
Hezbollah never held a funeral for Nasrallah, a decision one Arab diplomat in Beirut attributed to the group's ongoing inability to plan and communicate. Hezbollah officials have also struggled to meet with foreign diplomats in person after many of the group's offices were taken out by airstrikes, according to two Arab diplomats.
But Iran, Hezbollah's main patron, has stepped up its support of the group over the last month, sending additional supplies, munitions and personnel to Lebanon through Syria, said a Lebanese official from a Shiite party allied with Hezbollah.
"Iranian support for Hezbollah on the battlefield has intensified," the official said, pointing to a "notable increase" in on-the-ground advisers. He emphasized that Iran was not directly participating in the fighting.
Israeli commanders remain bullish on the war's outlook, saying they have already managed to destroy a large portion of the group's arsenal and are well on their way to dramatically degrading the group's military capabilities. Yet Hezbollah's rocket and drone barrages toward Israel have actually increased over the last three weeks -- from about 100 projectiles a day at the start of ground operations to around 150 in recent days, according to IDF statements.
But the group still has yet to unveil the larger, longer-range -- and potentially more deadly -- munitions it is believed to possess. The vast majority of the rockets launched into Israel are of the low-grade, unguided variety, and most are easily intercepted by Israeli air defenses.

An Israeli army vehicle moves as smoke rises along the border with Lebanon on Oct. 10. (Amir Levy/Getty Images) 


Israeli officials believe their attacks on Hezbollah weapons stores and launch capabilities have prevented the group from unleashing waves of larger missiles deep into Israel -- the nightmare scenario the country had long braced for.
"We've been surprised that we are operating in southern Lebanon and that our people's routines in Haifa and Tel Aviv have not been disrupted," a second IDF official said. "That's not what we expected."
Some analysts said Israel's relief may be premature. "Hezbollah may resort to more advanced missile systems in greater numbers and frequency if the war escalates," Nicholas Blanford, a Hezbollah expert at the Atlantic Council, wrote in his assessment of the conflict.
"It is in Hezbollah's nature to act incrementally when confronting the Israeli military, reserving some of its more advanced weaponry for when it is needed and to retain the element of surprise," he said.
Hezbollah's most successful attacks on Israeli territory have been carried out with drones, which are cheap and readily replaceable. It was a Hezbollah suicide drone that killed four Israeli soldiers on a military base in central Israel on Oct. 13. And it was a drone that struck Netanyahu's private residence on Saturday in Caesarea, more than 50 miles from the Lebanese border. Netanyahu was not at home at the time of the attack.
The unmanned devices are often small; some are electric, leave no heat trace and are able to fly low, avoiding Israel's vaunted air defense systems. The IDF, like militaries around the world, are scrambling to adapt to this new form of aerial warfare.
"We are focused now on jump-starting our capacity and we think in a few months we'll be in a very different place," the second IDF official said.
Afif, the Hezbollah media chief, said Tuesday that attacks on Israel would only intensify. Then he addressed Netanyahu directly.
"If we didn't reach you with our hands this last time, then between you and us is days, nights and the battlefield," he said.
Hendrix reported from Jerusalem.
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People in northern Gaza running out of means to survive, U.N. says
Israel's military assault has pushed the area to the edge of humanitarian collapse, aid officials say, after a near-total blockade on aid deliveries to the north.
By Steve Hendrix, Claire Parker, John Hudson, Hajar Harb | 2024-10-24

Palestinians make their way through a devastated neighborhood in Gaza City on Thursday, (Dawoud Abu Alkas/Reuters)


JERUSALEM -- Israel's intensifying military assault on northern Gaza has pushed areas of the enclave to the edge of humanitarian collapse, according to U.N. and aid officials, with the area's last functioning hospital close to failing, emergency responders unable to move freely and food supplies dipping toward dangerous levels after a near-total blockade on aid deliveries to North Gaza since the beginning of the month.
"People suffering under the ongoing Israeli siege in North Gaza are rapidly exhausting all available means for their survival," U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres tweeted Wednesday.
Conditions have deteriorated in the weeks since the Israel Defense Forces launched a renewed offensive in parts of northern Gaza, an area where more than 400,000 civilians are estimated to be living amid destroyed buildings and shattered infrastructure. Basic functions in the worst-hit areas are collapsing, residents and aid workers said.
Gaza's Civil Defense agency, which conducts search and rescue operations, said it was pulling out of North Gaza because of threats from Israeli forces, spokesman Mahmoud Bassal said in a statement.
"Several team members have been targeted and injured, and others are lying on the streets, bleeding, with no one able to rescue them," he said on Telegram early Thursday.
Some medical supplies are now in such short supply that doctors are forced to choose which of the injured to treat, according to Mohamad Wadi, the deputy project coordinator for Doctors Without Borders in Gaza.
"My colleagues tell me that now they have to decide which patient can we help, which ones we leave to die," Wadi said by phone from Gaza City. "It's really horrible to see a patient who can breathe and still watch him die, but this is beginning to happen in the north."
Israel, which says it has ramped up military operations to keep Hamas from regrouping in the area, has struck sites across the north. At least 73 people were killed last week when missiles hit a group of homes in the town of Beit Lahia, Gazan officials said.
In some areas, victims have remained under rubble for days as emergency crews were prevented from reaching them, the U.N. humanitarian aid office, OCHA, said earlier this week. As many as 40 people were believed to be trapped in a destroyed building in the Fallujah neighborhood, near the Jabalya refugee camp, the agency said.
For five days after that strike, the United Nations asked Israeli forces to permit them to escort civil defense workers to dig casualties out from under the rubble. Israeli authorities denied the requests each time, most recently Wednesday. Now, humanitarian workers presume those people are dead, Georgios Petropoulos, the head of OCHA's Gaza operation, said Thursday.
Citing intense bombardments and a lack of assured humanitarian pauses across the north, the World Health Organization on Wednesday suspended the third phase of its polio vaccination program, which aimed to inoculate more than 119,000 children in northern Gaza against a reappearance of the polio virus -- a campaign that had been touted as a rare example of successful international-Israeli cooperation in the enclave.
"The conditions of North Gaza governorate are beyond catastrophic," Petropoulos told The Washington Post on Tuesday after a visit to the area.
Israeli officials say they have worked to warn civilians away as the offensive has ramped up, issuing evacuation orders and directing residents to head as far south as possible. More than 60,000 people have been displaced from northern Gaza to Gaza City, OCHA said Tuesday.
But many civilians report that routes farther south were blocked by Israeli troops and active combat, leaving them effectively trapped. Advocates said thousands, including the elderly and children, were unable to travel at all in the war-ravaged north. And many who have been displaced multiple times in the past year would rather take their chances by staying put than head to already overcrowded tent camps in the south.
Critics say Israel's actions in the north suggested it has begun to implement a plan endorsed by far-right government ministers to gain control of parts of Gaza by forcing civilians out and shooting or starving those who are left through a military siege. The IDF and senior government officials have denied the accusations.
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken raised concerns about the alleged plan to Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu during an in-person meeting this week, according to U.S. officials who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive talks. Netanyahu responded that such a proposal "was absolutely not our policy," they said.
The prime minister's office declined to comment.
Blinken -- who is on a multi-stop tour of the Middle East aimed at cooling tensions between Israel, Hamas in Gaza and Hezbollah in Lebanon -- on Thursday announced plans to send an additional $135 million in humanitarian aid for Gaza and the West Bank.
Speaking to reporters in Qatar, he also said that U.S. and Israeli negotiators will travel to Doha in the coming days to attempt to reach a cease-fire and hostage deal in Gaza. The upcoming meeting represents the latest effort by the United States to forge a cease-fire after the killing of Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar.
Israel, meanwhile, has blamed the United Nations and humanitarian groups for the slow pace of aid delivery to northern Gaza -- even though the Israeli military controls the entry of all goods into Gaza and determines the routes by which aid can be delivered inside the enclave.
Israel cut off aid entirely during at least two weeks earlier this month, which the Israeli government attributed to security conditions in the area. Israel said aid has resumed since a northern crossing was reopened last week.
"At this time there is no obstacle to the introduction of humanitarian aid into the northern Gaza Strip," the government said in a court filing Wednesday in response to a lawsuit brought by several Israeli human rights organizations petitioning for more aid to the enclave.
But aid groups said the little food entering the north is not reaching the hardest-hit areas, and that Israel has not approved most requests from aid organizations to bring food and other critical humanitarian supplies from the south to the north.
And getting any aid into the Strip at all has been significantly complicated by the lack of security and looting of aid trucks seeking to ferry aid from the Kerem Shalom crossing in the south -- the main crossing point for aid since Israel seized and closed the Rafah crossing with Egypt in May.
"It's a little charade we play day in and day out about trying to navigate the nuances of a crossing that's engineered to fail," Petropoulos said.
Gaza officials said that rescue and paramedic teams would pull out of north Gaza after the IDF targeted crews Wednesday, wounding at least three members and forcing another to leave an area where they were working.
The IDF did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
One of the rescue workers, Mohammed Tamous, said his team was working in the Beit Lahia area when Israeli quadcopter drones surrounded them and, via loudspeakers, ordered them to abandon their vehicles and rescue gear and head to a nearby hospital.
"When we left, they attacked us by firing a group of shells," Tamous said in a voice recording sent to journalists Thursday. "A large number of us were injured, and others scattered in the streets, not knowing where to go."
Some residents asked the paramedics to leave the area, Tamous said, out of fear that the crews were being targeted.
"We are not terrorists, we provide humanitarian services," he said.
Parker reported from Jerusalem, Hudson from Doha and Harb from London.
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36-year-old surfer dies after being impaled by sharp-billed fish
Italian surfer Giulia Manfrini was surfing in the Mentawai Islands when she was impaled by a swordfish, Indonesian authorities said. The resort said it was a needlefish. 
By Annabelle Timsit | 2024-10-24

Giulia Manfrini was the victim of a "freak accident," said James Colston, who along with Manfrini co-founded the travel agency Awave. (Ipa/SIpa USA/Reuters) 


A 36-year-old Italian surfer died after being impaled by a sharp-billed fish while surfing in west Indonesia.
Giulia Manfrini suffered a "freak accident" on October 18 while surfing in the Mentawai Islands, a remote island chain, said James Colston, who along with Manfrini co-founded the travel agency Awave.
"Unfortunately, even with the brave efforts of her partner, local resort staff and doctors, Giulia couldn't be saved," Colston said Sunday in a statement on Instagram. "We believe she died doing what she loved, in a place that she loved."
Lahmudin Siregar, acting head of the Mentawai Islands Regional Disaster Management Agency, told Indonesian news agency Antara that a swordfish leapt toward Manfrini and struck her in the chest, leaving her with a five-centimeter cut.
The Hidden Bay Resort Mentawais said in a statement that Manfrini, whom it called a "client and friend," was "surfing one of the friendliest waves in the region" when she was "hit in the chest" by a fish and "died almost immediately."
The resort said she was hit by a needlefish -- like the swordfish, another long fish with an elongated jaw, though the two come from different families.
Run-ins with swordfish and needlefish are rare but not unheard of: In 2015, a fishing boat captain died on Hawaii Island after being struck in the chest by a 40-pound swordfish he had just speared, according to the Hawaii Department of Land and Natural Resources.
In 2023, Italian surfer Alberto Marcon was left with a punctured lung after an encounter with a needlefish off the coast of Sumbawa, another Indonesian island, according to digital publication Surfer. The year before, a tourist was stabbed in the neck by a needlefish while swimming at a beach in southeast Thailand, according to the Bangkok Post.

Run-ins with swordfish and needlefish are rare but not unheard of. 



A needlefish. (Getty Images/iStock) 


The Hidden Bay Resort Mentawais said in an emailed statement late Wednesday that witnesses heard Manfrini cry out in distress after she was hit, and brought her back from the water onto the shore, where they administered first aid. A doctor who was part of the group "tried in vain to revive her" and she was taken to a nearby hospital, the hotel wrote. But she did not survive.
The Italian Embassy in Jakarta confirmed via email on Thursday that an Italian national "passed away last week in Indonesia," but did not provide further details.
Colston, Manfrini's business partner, told The Washington Post in an email on Thursday that her body was repatriated to Italy.
Fabio Giulivi, the mayor of the Italian town of Venaria Reale, where Manfrini was reportedly from, said in a Facebook post that news of her death "has left us shocked and makes us feel powerless in front of the tragedy that took her life so prematurely."
It was Manfrini's "double dream" to surf and open a sports-focused travel agency, Giulivi said. "And so, in the prime of life, she passed away in such a tragic way in the Indian Ocean," he added.
Colston said Manfrini was "a respected member of the surf travel community" whose "impact personally and professionally will be remembered by all that came in contact with her."
"Her kindness, care and positivity were remembered by all that met her and she will be dearly missed," he wrote.
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Democrats and Republicans court overseas voters in tight election
Democrats and Republicans are urging U.S. citizens in far-flung areas -- from Toronto to Tel Aviv -- to cast absentee ballots.
By Karla Adam, Amanda Coletta | 2024-10-24

A volunteer with Democrats Abroad helps encourage Americans living in Paris to vote. (Stephanie Lecocq/Reuters)


LONDON -- In a U.S. presidential race too close to call, campaigners are turning their attention to a sizable but often overlooked group of voters: Americans living abroad.
Democrats and Republicans are urging U.S. citizens in far-flung places -- from Toronto to Tel Aviv -- to cast a ballot in an election that could see them playing a pivotal role.
Molly Andrews, an academic who has lived abroad for decades, has spent the past two months calling hundreds of Americans living outside the country, including a man in Israel who cut the call short so he could run to a bomb shelter.
On a recent night in central London, at a buzzy campaign office festooned with U.S. flags, The Washington Post observed as Andrews called people in Lebanon, Japan, Taiwan and Australia. "Tonight I could be with my family, but I keep thinking, what if I wake up on Nov. 6th and think, 'If only we had gotten it out just a little bit more,'" she said.
It's hard to pin down the exact number of eligible U.S. voters living abroad. The Federal Voting Assistance Program estimated 2.8 million in 2022, with the largest groups in Canada, Britain, France, Israel, Australia, Japan and Mexico.
Turnout among Americans abroad has been consistently low. In the 2020 general election, an estimated 47 percent of military personnel and 8 percent of U.S. citizens abroad voted, according to the federal assistance program.
But with former president Donald Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris locked in an extremely close race, the smallest of margins in key states could make a difference.
The Democratic National Committee (DNC) estimates that 1.6 million U.S. citizens abroad are eligible to vote in the battleground states of Arizona, Georgia, Michigan, Nevada, North Carolina, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin.
It used to be that members of the military and their families constituted a majority of the overseas vote, which leaned Republican. But since 2016, civilians voting from abroad have outnumbered military voters, according to the U.S. Election Assistance Commission, a shift that favors the Democrats.
This cycle, in what is believed to be a first, the DNC has given its overseas campaign group, Democrats Abroad, $300,000 to spend on voter outreach and education in countries around the world.
In Canada, for one, that money helped the group buy billboards at every crossing along the 5,500-mile frontier to inform expats that they have the right to vote.
Trump has portrayed the Democrats' effort in a nefarious light, claiming without evidence that they are "getting ready to CHEAT" by taking advantage of an absentee voting program "that emails ballots overseas without any citizenship check or verification of identity." Trump suggested that Democrats are trying to "dilute the TRUE vote of our beautiful military and their families" abroad, who traditionally tilt Republican.
Republicans have also filed lawsuits seeking to disqualify some ballots cast by Americans abroad, arguing that oversees voting is vulnerable to fraud. The Republican National Committee (RNC) is appealing unfavorable rulings by judges in Michigan and North Carolina. A ruling in a Pennsylvania lawsuit is pending.
Greg Swenson, chair of the British chapter of Republicans Overseas, a campaign group that's independent of the RNC, dismissed concerns about overseas fraud. "I don't think it's really happening," he said. "I am more worried about us dwelling too much on election denial and voter fraud ... those who did in the midterms got killed in the polls."
With fewer resources than Democrats Abroad, and no backing from the Republican National Committee, the group has primarily focused on digital outreach, Swenson said. It has also done pop-up events, including outside the recent NFL games in London.

Fans walk down Wembley Way before the New England Patriots played the Jacksonville Jaguars at London's Wembley Stadium on Sunday. (Julian Finney/Getty Images)


He said the group was especially getting traction on Trump's pledge to end "double taxation," America's policy of taxing citizens on their worldwide income, a contentious subject for many expats.
Katie Hagstrom, chair of the Republicans Overseas chapter in Sweden, said that her group was run like a start-up and that the lack of funding from the RNC meant Republicans were possibly "leaving hundreds of thousands of votes on the table."
Americans living overseas are in a different category of absentee voters than those in the United States. They fall under a federal law known as the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act. States differ on what they require for identification and whether the ballot is returned electronically or via fax or snail mail.
Lesley Gallagher, a Texan who lives in Britain and volunteers for Democrats Abroad, has spent several weeks explaining the process of requesting and returning a ballot to potential voters.
"It's hard, and it shouldn't be this hard. The ballots are confusing. Sometimes you have to print them out and it says 'postage paid,' but that's only if you're in the U.S. ... There are little things like that that could make a ballot go astray." She said she was on a WhatsApp chat with Americans concerned that their ballots have not yet been received by state election boards.
In Mexico, the biggest chapters of Democrats Abroad are in regions with large communities of older American retirees.
"They have tech issues that are overwhelming," said chair Hope Bradberry. "They may not have the resources like printers and things like that to navigate voting from abroad, so you're kind of helping them navigate a system that can be very challenging."

Volunteers prepared postcards and made phone calls to reach American voters at the Democrats Abroad campaign office in London on Oct. 17. (Karla Adam/The Washington Post)


Chapters of Democrats Abroad in British Columbia have taken out ads that play before films at several movie theaters in Canada's westernmost province. Set to the tune of "Yankee Doodle Dandy," the messaging is not partisan but rather directs expats to information on how to vote.
Finding Americans abroad can be tricky, but that has not deterred some campaigners from looking for them in the wild.
One volunteer based in Salisbury, England, said she hands out cards to anyone on the train she hears with a North American accent, although she cautioned, "You have to be careful of the Canadians."
In Windsor, Ontario, across the border from Detroit, volunteers have been door-knocking to search for and mobilize American voters they believe could make a difference in Michigan, a key swing state. Ties between the two cities run deep. People often cross the border daily for work or to visit family, and cross-border marriages are common.
The Democrats Abroad group has also been working to turn out voters on Canadian university campuses, where many Americans study.
"There's a lot of misconceptions about overseas voting," said Jacob Wesoky, a student at McGill University in Montreal and executive vice chair of Democrats Abroad Canada. "People think that it will affect their taxes and things like that, so we really just try to clear that up."
Bruce Heyman, who served as U.S. ambassador to Canada from 2014 to 2017, has played a key role in the efforts of Democrats Abroad. He said he began to think seriously about the potential for expat voters to make a difference after Trump's victory in the 2016 election; in Michigan, Trump won by just over 10,000 votes. Heyman said he started to wonder, "Hey, what about all the Americans here in Canada?"
He approached the Biden campaign ahead of the 2020 election and together with other former diplomats worked to mobilize American voters overseas.
Heyman said he believes they made a difference in states such as Georgia and Arizona. The Republican effort to challenge to overseas voting, he said, "leads us to believe that they also know this is real."
Coletta reported from Toronto.
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Sword with pharaoh's mark found in Egypt, still shimmering 3,000 years later
The bronze sword was unearthed by archaeologists at an ancient fort in the Nile Delta. It was emblazoned with the signature emblem of Ancient Egyptian pharaoh Ramses II.
By Leo Sands | 2024-10-24

Archaeologists uncovered a long bronze sword decorated with the cartouche of King Ramses II. (Courtesy of Egyptian Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities)


More than 3,000 years ago, a long sword emblazoned with the insignia of Ancient Egypt's Ramses II -- the most powerful pharaoh of the era -- was set down in a mud hut somewhere in the Nile Delta.
A team of archaeologists digging up an ancient fort in the area spotted it and cleaned it, finding a shimmering bronze blade with the intricacies of an ornamental cartouche -- the personal emblem used by the pharaohs -- still visible. It had not lost its reflective shine under the layers of grime accumulated over millennia.
It's a "very striking and a truly remarkable find," said Elizabeth Frood, an Oxford University Egyptologist who was not involved in the dig, in an email Thursday.
The archaeologists said this month they had uncovered the weapon among a cache of ancient Egyptian treasures, dug out of the Tell Al-Abqain ancient fort around 30 miles southeast of Alexandria by archaeologists from Egypt's Antiquities Ministry.
According to a statement from the ministry, the fort served as a critical outpost guarding Ancient Egypt's northwestern frontiers in its New Kingdom era, considered a golden cultural period of the civilization known for its political stability, military might and monumental architecture.
Ramses II, the second-longest ruling pharaoh in Ancient Egypt, reigned from 1279 to 1213 B.C., a period marking the final peak of Egypt's military power. Ramses was known for his ambitious program of construction and keen military prowess -- expanding the borders of Ancient Egypt northward into the present-day Levant. Many scholars believe he was also the pharaoh reigning over Ancient Egypt during the time of Moses, who was described in the Old Testament's Book of Exodus as leading the enslaved Israelites out.
The fact that the sword was uncovered in a working setting -- rather than inside a tomb -- makes it unusual, Frood said.
"For an object to bear the cartouches of Rameses II would suggest to me that it belonged to someone of relatively high rank," she said. "To be able to display such an object, even though it would have been presumably in a scabbard, was a marker of status and prestige."
The archaeologists also found ovens used for cooking food, an ivory applicator for kohl eyeliner and ceremonial scarab beetles, shedding light on the everyday rites of ancient soldiers during the reign of Ramses II.

The discovery included ivory kohl applicators, carnelian and faience beads, scarabs and protective amulets. (Courtesy of Egyptian Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities)


Kohl was used by men and women alike to protect their eyes from the bright sun, as well as for keeping away insects, serving both practical and aesthetic functions. Researchers also collected jewelry and makeup accessories, including half a bronze ring and two necklaces.
Aiman Ashmawy, an archaeologist at Egypt's Supreme Council of Antiquities who was involved in the dig, said in the ministry statement that some of the buildings discovered at the fort were found with the remains of large pots used for storing food, with leftover fish and animal bones inside, suggesting they functioned as a type of canteen. Cylindrical pottery ovens used for cooking were also found.
They were discovered in a row of neatly organized mud huts that formed military barracks and weapons warehouses, separated by a slender passageway. "It is remarkably well preserved," Frood said. "You can also imagine this type of architecture and therefore management of daily life being appropriate to the disciplined life required of a military group," she said, adding that the squared layout is in keeping with state-organized architecture found elsewhere in Egypt.

The site of military barracks and weapons storage units in the area of Tell Al-Abqain monuments in the Beheira Governorate, Egypt. (Courtesy of Egyptian Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities)


The fort is the latest in a number of sites to have been excavated along what would have been Ancient Egypt's western border. In a statement, the secretary general of the Supreme Council of Antiquities, Mohamed Ismail Khaled, said the military site formed a protective ring used to defend against attacks from Libyan tribes and those known as "sea peoples," an aggressive group of seafarers who carried out attacks across the eastern Mediterranean but whose precise identity and origin remain a mystery.
"These were defensive units, controlling Egypt's western border, as well as perhaps being used as bases for military interventions against Libyan groups. These seem to have been an increasing problem in the 19th and 20th dynasties, so the latter part of the New Kingdom," Frood said. The Ancient Egyptians left behind vivid inscriptions detailing their ferocious battles with the Libyans.
Heba Farouk Mahfouz and Paul Schemm contributed to this report.
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American views of China hit record low, poll finds, as animosity grows
A majority of Americans -- 55 percent -- say the United States should actively work to limit the growth of China's power, according to a Chicago Council poll.
By Katrina Northrop | 2024-10-24

Members of an honor guard prepare for a ceremony to present flowers to deceased national heroes at the Monument to the People's Heroes marking Martyrs' Day on Tiananmen Square in Beijing last month. (Ng Han Guan/AP)


Americans' views of China have hit a record low, dropping significantly even in the last two years, with a majority of people saying that the U.S. should work to actively limit the growth of China's power, according to a poll conducted by the Chicago Council on Global Affairs.
This tide of distrust against China grew during the Trump administration's trade war and escalated during the covid-19 pandemic. It has persisted as Chinese and U.S. leaders jockey for geopolitical points on the world stage.
The poll, which asked participants to rate their feelings toward China from zero to 100, found that Americans on average responded with 26, down from 32 in 2022 -- the lowest number recorded since the organization starting polling in 1978, before the two countries established diplomatic relations. The survey was conducted in June and July and released Thursday.
But Americans do not want competition to tip over into war. The public's top priority for the bilateral relationship was to avoid a military conflict.
"Views of China are very negative. You have fairly strong support, especially among Republicans, for some fairly hawkish policies toward China," said Craig Kafura, director for public opinion and foreign policy at the Chicago Council. However, he added, "for all of the dislike, for all of the views of China as a rival or as a threat, it's something to be managed and not a war to be won for the American public."
The polling comes in the final weeks of the U.S. presidential election campaign, where China continues to be a central foreign policy issue for both parties. In the September debate between Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump, for example, China came up early and often, with the two candidates sparring over who has been tougher on Beijing.
Even as the American political landscape grows increasingly polarized, the Chicago Council data reveals that Republicans and Democrats are united in their negative attitudes about China.
However, Republicans and Democrats do not agree on how best to craft policy to counter the threat posed by China.
Democrats are more in favor of engagement with China and are more likely to prioritize working with Beijing on areas of common ground, such as climate change and arms control, according to the poll. Democrats are also more likely than Republicans to place importance on promoting human rights in China. Republicans, meanwhile, are more concerned across the board about the threat posed by Beijing.
Economic links between the countries -- once a steady ballast in the relationship -- are also seen more skeptically now. More than half (56 percent) of the Americans surveyed see trade between the countries as weakening U.S. national security, and 79 percent favor stopping U.S. companies from selling sensitive high-tech products to China, up from 71 percent three years ago.
"Americans very, very vividly confronted the extent to which the U.S. and other countries were dependent on China for some of these critical supplies that they needed in an emergency like the pandemic," Kafura said. This experience, he added, furthered the idea that "these supply chains, rather than binding the U.S. and China together in a way that would prevent conflict, could actually exacerbate conflict."
But views on implementing trade barriers between the U.S. and China are divided along party lines and becoming less popular overall. Now 55 percent of Americans favor increasing tariffs on Chinese goods, down from 62 percent in 2021. Republicans are a third more likely to support increasing tariffs compared to Democrats.
Tariffs are a frequent talking point on the campaign trail. Trump has proposed implementing a 10 or 20 percent levy on all goods from overseas, with a higher toll of 60 percent for Chinese goods. "To me, the most beautiful word in the dictionary is 'tariff,'" Trump said in an interview last week in Chicago.
Harris is likely to maintain the tariffs implemented by the Biden administration, which include a 100 percent duty on Chinese electric vehicles and 50 percent on Chinese solar panels. But she has criticized Trump's blanket proposal, calling it a "a sales tax on the American people."
The survey found that Americans are widely supportive of the Biden administration's industrial policies, such as the investment in domestic semiconductor manufacturing, which the president has pitched as a key step to maintain American competitiveness in the technology race with China.
The Chicago Council poll was conducted by Ipsos between June 21 and July 1, among a weighted national sample of 2,106 people. It has an overall margin of error of 2.3 percentage points. The sample was drawn through Ipsos's KnowledgePanel, an ongoing survey panel recruited through random sampling of U.S. households.
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Blinken says 'more progress' from Israel needed on Gaza aid flow
Secretary of State Antony Blinken is visiting the Middle East. Israeli forces said they killed Hashem Safieddine, a top Hezbollah leader.
By Andrew Jeong, Claire Parker, Vivian Ho, John Hudson, Leo Sands, Missy Ryan, Amanda Coletta, Mohamad  El Chamaa, Adam Taylor, Lior Soroka, Sammy Westfall | 2024-10-23
Secretary of State Antony Blinken pressed Israeli officials on the need to increase the flow of aid into the Gaza Strip, he told reporters in Tel Aviv on Wednesday, a day after meeting with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. Blinken said he discussed the "urgent and sustained steps" required for Israel to improve humanitarian conditions.
"I can report that there's progress made, which is good, but more progress needs to be made, and most critically, it needs to be sustained," Blinken said, referring to aid flow into Gaza.
The United States has warned that the continued flow of U.S. weapons to Israel could depend on improved humanitarian conditions in Gaza, where Israel has sharply curtailed aid in recent months. Blinken did not explicitly threaten to withhold arms but said Washington would follow U.S. law, which requires that it withdraw military assistance to countries that block the flow of U.S. humanitarian aid.
Shortly before Blinken's departure to Saudi Arabia on Wednesday, an air raid siren sounded in Tel Aviv as Israeli air defenses intercepted projectiles fired from Lebanon. Blinken was directed to an area of his hotel to take shelter.
In Rome, Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin said that Israel has a military interest in allowing humanitarian aid to flow into Gaza. "Failure to do that," he said, "will create a generation of Palestinians that really will continue to resist cooperating with Israel in the future, so you're actually increasing the numbers of insurgents in the space."
Georgios Petropoulos, head of the United Nations' humanitarian affairs office in Gaza, has painted a desperate portrait of the northern part of the enclave, calling the conditions in areas where there was renewed fighting "beyond catastrophic." Israel has ramped up military operations in the northern Gaza Strip in recent weeks on grounds that Hamas fighters are regrouping there.
Health officials postponed the third stage of a polio vaccination program to immunize more than 119,000 children in northern Gaza on Wednesday, citing an escalation in violence amid Israel's offensive. The World Health Organization said intense bombardments made it impossible for medical workers to safely immunize children.
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North Korean troops are in Russia, would be 'legitimate targets' in Ukraine, U.S. says
The Biden administration said that at least 3,000 North Korean troops are training in Russia, though it remains unclear if they'll join the war.
By Dan Lamothe, Missy Ryan, Michelle Lee | 2024-10-23

North Korean military personnel during a rally in Pyongyang in 2018. (Ed Jones/AFP/Getty Images)


The U.S. government has evidence that at least 3,000 North Korean soldiers are in Russia receiving training, senior Biden administration officials said Wednesday, a development they said could have global implications and make those troops "legitimate military targets" in Ukraine should they enter the ongoing war there.
The disclosure, which officials said is based on newly declassified U.S. intelligence, coincides with similar pronouncements in recent days from the governments of Ukraine and South Korea. NATO and the United States had not previously confirmed the North Korean troop movements, and the administration said Washington was doing so now to convey the seriousness with which it views the matter.
"We recognize the potential danger here," John Kirby, a spokesman for the National Security Council, told reporters at the White House. "And we're going to be talking to allies and partners, including Ukrainians, about what the proper next steps are going to be."
He emphasized repeatedly that the U.S. government does not yet know for certain that any North Korean soldiers will join the fighting in Ukraine, but he warned there would be consequences if they do.
"If these North Korean troops are employed against Ukraine," Kirby said, "they will become legitimate military targets."

National Security Council spokesman John Kirby spoke at the White House briefing on Oct. 23 about evidence North Korea sent military forces to Russia.


For the United States and its partners, the assessment raises troubling questions about the extent to which Russia and North Korea -- nuclear-armed nations and long-standing U.S. adversaries -- might collaborate there and elsewhere. Speaking to reporters earlier Wednesday in Rome, Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin suggested the implications could be far-reaching.
"If they're co-belligerents -- if their intention is to participate in this war on Russia's behalf -- that is a very, very serious issue," Austin said. "It will have impacts, not only in Europe. It will also impact things in the Indo-Pacific as well."
Austin said it was not yet clear how North Korea might benefit from this deployment of its personnel but that it suggested significant weaknesses in Russia's military capability more than two years into President Vladimir Putin's full-scale invasion of Ukraine. The Russian leader has previously sought drones, missiles and other munitions from allies Iran and North Korea to help offset critical shortages.
"This is an indication that he may be even in more trouble than most people realize," Austin said of Putin.
The conflict has left hundreds of thousands dead and wounded on both sides.

Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin confirmed, during a press gaggle on Oct. 23, that the U.S. has evidence that North Korea has sent military forces to Russia.


South Korea's National Intelligence Service said last week that at least 1,500 North Korean special operations troops were training in Russia. They had been given Russian uniforms, weapons and IDs, and were being assigned to units composed of Siberian soldiers in a bid to conceal their nationalities, the intelligence agency reported. In a briefing to South Korean lawmakers Wednesday, the spy agency estimated that an additional 1,500 troops had moved into Russia.
Ukraine has said some North Korean advisers already are on the front lines.
At the White House, Kirby told reporters that Washington assesses that "at least 3,000" have traveled by ship to Vladivostok, a major Russian port city on the Pacific Ocean. U.S. officials did not release any satellite imagery verifying the claim, but Kirby said the North Koreans dispersed "to multiple Russian military training sites" in the country's east. The North Koreans appear to be receiving a "basic kind of combat training and familiarization" at three sites, in what he called a "first tranche" of soldiers.
The Biden administration will continue to provide weapons and materiel support to Ukraine if North Korean forces enter the fighting there, Kirby said. He left open the possibility of other forms of escalation as well, though he did not identify what that could entail. President Joe Biden has said since the war's start that he would not send any American troops to fight in Ukraine despite Washington's robust military support for the government in Kyiv.
"I'm not at liberty today to go through any specific options," Kirby said, "but we're going to have those conversations. And we have."
On Monday, the deputy U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, Robert Wood, said that if true, the dispatch of North Korean troops was "a dangerous and highly concerning development." A day later, the NATO secretary general, Mark Rutte, said it would be "a significant escalation" -- if that was the case.
Moscow and Pyongyang have repeatedly denied that there has been a deployment. A Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman on Wednesday called it a "colossal work of the media propaganda."

Russian President Vladimir Putin and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un greet one another at Pyongyang Sunan International Airport outside Pyongyang, North Korea, on June 19. (Gavriil Grigorov/AP)


From the beginning of Russia's February 2022 invasion, North Korea has expressed strong support for Putin's war in Ukraine, and the two countries signed a mutual defense pact over the summer, promising to expand military cooperation. South Korean officials have reported previously that Pyongyang has provided some 13,000 containers of weapons to Russia in as many as 70 shipments since August 2023, including missiles, antitank rockets, and up to 8 million desperately needed 122mm and 152mm artillery shells.
On Monday, South Korea insisted that Russia take "immediate" action to withdraw the North Korean troops. A day later, the government in Seoul warned that it could consider supplying weapons to Ukraine in response -- a move that appeared aimed at pressuring Russia, given the domestic difficulties South Korea would face if it were to send weapons to Kyiv.
Seoul is weighing diplomatic, economic and military options and could consider sending both defensive and offensive weapons to Ukraine, said a senior South Korean official, speaking during a briefing with reporters on the condition of anonymity to discuss security matters.
Since the 1950-1953 Korean War halted in a cease-fire, the two Koreas have maintained robust artillery and weapons stockpiles in case conflict resumes. As the war in Ukraine drags on, those stockpiles on the Korean Peninsula have come under focus. Russia has apparently been turning to North Korea for its old Soviet-era shells and weapons.
South Korea has a robust defense industry and has been backfilling the U.S. artillery supply and delivering arms, in particular K2 battle tanks and K9 self-propelled howitzers, to Poland since 2022, allowing Warsaw to send its own equipment to Ukraine.
South Korean law bans the export of arms except for a peaceful purpose and has stopped short of supplying weapons directly to Ukraine. But officials are raising alarms about the potential for Russia to provide coveted weapons technology to North Korea in return for sending troops, saying it could intensify the North's threats against the South.
Ryan reported from Rome and Lee from Taipei, Taiwan. Mary Ilyushina in Berlin and Paul Schemm in London contributed to this report.
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Israeli attacks on Hezbollah financing show group's reach in Lebanon
Al-Qard al-Hasan became an integral part of the financial fabric of Lebanon, first offering microloans to Hezbollah's support base and then expanding services.
By Mohamad  El Chamaa | 2024-10-24

A man walks past a building housing a branch of the Hezbollah-linked financial institution al-Qard al-Hasan, in the southern Lebanese city of Sidon on Monday. (Mahmoud Zayyat/AFP/Getty) 


BEIRUT -- Israel launched a wave of airstrikes this week across Lebanon targeting at least 10 branches of al-Qard al-Hasan, a financial institution linked to the Hezbollah militant group.
Israeli officials portrayed the strikes, which were carried out late Sunday, as a blow to the group's economic infrastructure. "Hezbollah raised hundreds of millions of dollars through the association," said Israeli military spokesman Daniel Hagari.

Israel launched a string of airstrikes across Lebanon on Oct. 20, saying it was targeting branches of the Hezbollah-affiliated financial institution.


Israel invaded Lebanon earlier this month, after decapitating Hezbollah's leadership, moves that followed a year of cross-border fire between the militants and Israel's military. But while Hezbollah was founded in 1982 as a paramilitary organization, its stewardship of al-Qard al-Hasan illustrates the extent to which the group also functions as a political, social and, in this case, financial movement inside Lebanon.
Al-Qard al-Hasan is officially registered as a charitable organization but was originally established as a microfinance institution to serve the Lebanese Shiites who make up Hezbollah's base. Since then, it has expanded its services and scope of operations, running a network of ATMs, taking gold deposits as collateral and stepping in to offer loans to cash-strapped Lebanese outside of its base after the country's banking sector collapsed in 2019.
Most borrowers come from underprivileged backgrounds, said Haid Haid, a fellow at the Chatham House think tank in London. "They might not even have assets registered to their names," he said. "They are usually people who don't have a safety net that they can rely on."
The name al-Qard al-Hasan is a reference to the Islamic religious practice of interest-free lending, often to assist the less fortunate. Even slain Hezbollah leader Hasan Nasrallah called on people wary of traditional banks to deposit their savings at al-Qard al-Hasan, saying in 2021 that it would make the institution "stronger" and boost its ability to provide more loans.
In this way, al-Qard al-Hasan became part of the financial fabric of Lebanon, even without a formal banking license. Its website, which is now offline, said as recently as 2023 that the institution had lent $4.3 billion to 400,000 customers since its founding in 1987. It offered loans of up to $6,000 over three years, requiring borrowers to secure the financing with a gold deposit of greater value than the requested amount.
"This is really an example of how Hezbollah exploits the economic situation in Lebanon to its own advantage," a senior Israeli intelligence official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity in line with protocol, told reporters in a briefing this week.
Israel says Hezbollah uses al-Qard al-Hasan for day-to-day financial affairs, including paying members' salaries. "This will be a deep blow to Hezbollah's ability to provide core services to its rank-and-file members," said David Asher, an expert on illicit financing who has advised several U.S. administrations and is now a senior fellow at the Hudson Institute.
Not all the al-Qard al-Hasan branches contain cash or Hezbollah assets, but they act as a key mechanism to distribute support to the families of slain or injured fighters, as well as other members of the community who are important to the group, analysts say.
Al-Qard al-Hasan "was a distribution point," Asher said, and the attacks "a grievous blow to Hezbollah's ability to interface with the Lebanon community."
According to Hagari, the Israeli military spokesman, one of the key targets in Sunday's strikes "was an underground warehouse in Beirut belonging to al-Qard al-Hasan, which contained a stockpile of cash and gold used to finance Hezbollah." Lebanon's state news agency reported strikes on at least 10 branches across the country and in Beirut's southern suburbs.
The military said Hezbollah drew from the funds to finance attacks against Israel. It also accused Hezbollah, which is backed by Iran, of hiding money and gold under the Sahel General Hospital in the southern suburbs of Beirut.
When asked Wednesday by a reporter about Israel's claim, Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin said, "We've not seen evidence of that at this point."
Also on Wednesday, a U.N. expert said that Israel's attacks on al-Qard al-Hasan violated international humanitarian law.
"International humanitarian law does not permit attacks on the economic or financial infrastructure of an adversary, even if they indirectly sustain its military activities," said Ben Saul, the special rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism.
"Bombing banks obliterates the distinction between civilian objects and military objectives," he said, and "is not a lawful solution to the challenges of financial crime and regulation."
The Treasury Department placed sanctions on al-Qard al-Hasan in 2007 and has warned that it "illicitly moves funds through shell accounts and facilitators, exposing Lebanese financial institutions to possible sanctions."
As the conflict in Lebanon escalated this month, many of the association's branches closed, raising concerns that customers might not be able to access their savings or gold.
Hezbollah spokesman Mohammed Afif told reporters on Tuesday that al-Qard al-Hasan had "anticipated" the Israeli strikes, "and will do everything necessary and required to fulfill its obligations toward depositors and beneficiaries." The association's director, Adel Mansour, did not respond to request for comment.
One client, who spoke on the condition of anonymity for fear of reprisals, said she's been using the association's services for more than 20 years. "I don't trust the banks at all," she said.
Al-Qard al-Hasan froze repayments on her loan because of the war, she said.
"To be honest, as long as I'm in good health, I don't care if I don't get my gold back or my mother's gold, there's an existential war, we can rebuild after," the client said. "If they never come back, fine. If they're using the gold to buy weapons, then fine, I support them."
The association does not make much money for Hezbollah, said Joseph Daher, a visiting professor at the University of Lausanne in Switzerland and the author of "Hezbollah: The Political Economy of the Party of God."
Al Qard al-Hasan is "part of a network of institutions that are tools to gain hegemony among the Lebanese Shia population," he said. "There is a small profit margin that is made, but it's very far from the profits or the sources of income coming from Iran or other licit or illicit involvement of Hezbollah in the economy. The weapons of Hezbollah mostly come from Iran or are purchased from other sources of income."
Ahead of the strikes, the senior Israeli intelligence official said the main objective was to "affect the trust between Hezbollah and a lot of the Shiite community that uses this association as a banking system."
For Daher, this is the real challenge for Hezbollah: making sure it can guarantee all the cash and gold deposits after the war. "It's not only about reconstructing homes and institutions," he said.
Lior Soroka in Tel Aviv, Susannah George in Beirut and Missy Ryan in Rome contributed to this report.
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Turkey says 'terrorist attack' on aerospace company leaves at least 5 dead, 22 injured
No group immediately claimed responsibility. Turkey's interior minister said it was "most likely carried out" by the Kurdistan Workers' Party, or PKK.
By Kareem Fahim, Bryan Pietsch, Beril Eski, Sammy Westfall | 2024-10-23

Footage broadcast on Turkish television and shared on social media Oct. 23 showed an attack on an aerospace company's headquarters near the capital, Ankara.


Gun-wielding assailants on Wednesday attacked the headquarters of Turkish Aerospace Industries, a large Turkish defense and aviation company near the capital, Ankara, killing at least five people and injuring 22 in what Turkish authorities called a "terrorist attack."
Two  attackers, a man and a woman, were also killed, Turkish Interior Minister Ali Yerlikaya told reporters. Efforts to identify the attackers were ongoing, he said.
No group immediately claimed responsibility. Yerlikaya said that the "style of the attack and the footage that we have watched suggest that it was most likely carried out" by the outlawed Kurdistan Workers' Party, or PKK, which Turkey and the United States designate as a terrorist group.
Turkey's Defense Ministry said later Wednesday that it struck more than 30 Kurdish militant targets in Iraq and Syria, likely in retaliation for the attack in Ankara, the Associated Press reported.

Police secure the area after an attack Wednesday at the Turkish Aerospace Industries headquarters in Ankara. (Necati Savas/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Soon after the attack in Ankara, which began at about 3:30 p.m. local time, Turkey's state-run Anadolu news agency reported that security forces, firefighters and paramedics were dispatched to the area. The agency, citing local reports, said personnel at the facility were directed to shelters during the attack.
A fireball from an apparent explosion is visible in footage of the attack, and sounds of gunfire can be heard. Other unverified footage showed what appeared to be two attackers carrying automatic weapons.
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan briefly addressed the events during a meeting with Russian President Vladimir Putin on the sidelines of the BRICS summit in Kazan, Russia. "I condemn this heinous terror attack," he said.
Turkish Aerospace Industries, or TUSAS, a state-owned military manufacturer that is part of Turkey's burgeoning indigenous defense industry, produces both military and civilian aircraft as well as several unmanned aerial vehicles, including the ANKA, a combat drone.
"The terrorist attack against TUSAS, a locomotive institution in the Turkish defense industry," targeted "the peace of our nation," Erdogan said in a statement posted to X. "Our fight against all kinds of terrorist threats and their supporters will continue with unwavering determination and a comprehensive approach."
The U.S. Embassy in Turkey and NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte condemned the attack in posts to X. Rutte said he had spoken with Erdogan.
Over the past decade, Turkey has been a frequent target of attacks carried out by militants, including the Islamic State and Kurdish groups, among others.
The attack comes after recent comments by a political ally of Erdogan expressing support for the eventual release of Abdullah Ocalan, the imprisoned head of the PKK, which has fought a decades-long insurgency against the Turkish government.
The remarks, by Devlet Bahceli, the leader of a far-right nationalist party that has previously resisted any accommodation with the PKK, suggested Ocalan could be paroled if he renounced violence and disbanded his organization. "Let them show that they are thirsty for brotherhood, not blood," Bahceli said earlier this month, in comments that raised hopes of a revival of peace talks between Turkey and the PKK.
Turkish Defense Minister Yasar Guler, in comments to reporters Wednesday, condemned the PKK while not explicitly blaming the group for the attack. "We give these dishonorable PKK members the punishment they deserve every time, yet they never learn," he said. "I always say that we will not give up until the last terrorist is found, and we will retaliate."
Selahattin Demirtas, an imprisoned human rights lawyer and the former co-chair of a large pro-Kurdish opposition political party, said the attack should not be permitted to stand in the way of renewed peace efforts. "We will never allow the voices of those who want peace to be suppressed this time, regardless of whom it comes from," he said in a statement posted to X.
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Putin relishes role on stage, but Ukraine war looms over BRICS summit
The summit's final document said little about the Ukraine war, but several participants were still searching for a way to end it diplomatically.
By Francesca Ebel | 2024-10-23

Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, Russian President Vladimir Putin and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the BRICS summit in Kazan, Russia, on Wednesday. (Maxim Shipenkov/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


KAZAN, Russia -- With the hosting of the annual BRICS summit fortuitously falling on Russia's shoulders this year, President Vladimir Putin has been handed an opportunity to flaunt his nation's standing on the world stage, despite Western efforts to ostracize him since the 2022 invasion of Ukraine.
The three-day summit is the largest geopolitical event in Russia since the war and saw the first formal talks between the estranged leaders of China and India in five years, as well as discussions on alternative global financial systems -- but there was little focus on the war in Ukraine, one of the world's biggest ongoing crises.
Leaders and delegations from 36 nations -- including Brazil, South Africa and Iran -- descended on Kazan, one of Russia's largest and most affluent cities, to discuss their grievances about widely perceived Western hypocrisy over the wars in Ukraine and the Middle East and the dysfunction of the global institutions created since World War II.
Yet Russia's war on Ukraine still loomed over the event, whether in the impact of Western sanctions on the fabric of life in Kazan, the efforts by some BRICS founding members to work toward a peaceful solution, or the near-absence of any mention of the same in Wednesday's final declaration.
Since Tuesday, when the summit started, Kazan's entire city center has experienced rolling connectivity blackouts after authorities jammed signals as part of enhanced security in the wake of drone threats that briefly shut down the city's airport. Billboards flanking the city's roads bear the faces of Russian soldiers killed on the front lines in Ukraine, while many shop fronts feature advertisements offering sizable compensation to those who join "the army of victory."
Unable to use their credit cards in Russia because of a block on international transactions, delegates carried around envelopes of cash, while the foreign press corps flocked to order post-sanctions "Dobry Cola" at the chain that replaced McDonalds, now called "Tasty and That's It." Both Coca-Cola and McDonalds exited the country after the Ukraine invasion.

A security guard waits before the delegations' arrival at the BRICS summit in Kazan on Wednesday. (Maxim Shemetov/AFP/Getty Images)


The 43-page Kazan Declaration called for a cease-fire in Gaza and signaled positive developments involving a new non-Western payment system but mentioned Ukraine only once.
Among the BRICS members, calls to end the war have been cautious and lukewarm, with only Brazil directly criticizing Moscow's invasion as "unacceptable."
"We support dialogue and diplomacy, not war," Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi said Wednesday in remarks carried by the Indian Foreign Ministry. Modi's visit marked his second trip to Russia in three months.
A six-point peace plan spearheaded by Brazil's Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva and China's Xi Jinping has called for de-escalation, mutual humanitarian assistance, a peace conference that both Russia and Ukraine agree to attend, and a ban on weapons of mass destruction. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has dismissed the initiative as serving Russia's interests.
When approached by The Washington Post, Indian delegates declined to comment on whether they are actively involved in efforts to push forward the peace plan.
Members of the Brazilian delegation, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive matters, told The Post that their government was concerned about escalation in Ukraine and the conflict becoming a global war. They said both sides were probably waiting to see who wins the upcoming U.S. presidential election before making any moves toward a peaceful settlement of the conflict.
"Militarily you cannot change the balance right now, and there is a lot of fatigue around the conflict, but I think after the elections there will be a shift," one of the officials said, adding that Ukrainians' attachment to "maximalistic perceptions" of peace had been obstructive.
"The call for Russia to withdraw completely, to pay reparations, to send Russian officials to the criminal court -- it's hard to believe that the Russians will accept any of this."
Another official said China and Brazil did not expect full agreement from both sides, adding that if their efforts "can contribute to getting a process started, that's good. It's important that we already see signs of willingness, but it's too early to tell -- it's going to take time."

Officials attend a plenary session of the BRICS summit on Wednesday. (Alexander Kazakov/Reuters)


The management of the war in Ukraine and Gaza showed that "the current framework and global institutions are not working as they should," the official said, and the combination of a powerful China and a large South American democracy with good communication channels with Russia could bring different assets in efforts to reach a possible settlement. "We have the responsibility to try something new," the official said.
Meanwhile, the Ukrainian Foreign Ministry said Wednesday that the declaration demonstrated BRICS has no unified position on Ukraine.
"Moscow's attempts to impose an idea of an alleged alternative position of the so-called Global South regarding Russian aggression against Ukraine have failed again," the ministry said in a statement.
U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres, meanwhile, raised eyebrows with his attendance at the summit, as European Union leaders on Wednesday implored BRICS members to demand Putin to end the war.
E.U. foreign policy spokesman Peter Stano condemned "Russia's misuse" of its chairmanship of the group, noting that there is an arrest warrant for the Russian leader from the International Court of Justice for alleged war crimes. Putin was unable to attend last year's BRICS summit in South Africa, after Johannesburg warned it would have to comply with the ICJ warrant.
"We trust that all participants of the summit in Kazan will use this event to call on Putin once again to immediately end the war against the Ukrainian people," Stano said.
Putin and BRICS members were keen to stress the group's growing clout. During his opening remarks at a restricted-format meeting Wednesday, Putin defined deeper financial cooperation among BRICS members and the group's expansion as the summit's priorities, adding that at least 30 other countries had expressed an interest in joining the group.
"We are all witnessing the dynamic growth of BRICS and the strengthening of its authority and influence in global affairs," Putin told leaders of the group, adding that BRICS "is especially relevant in the current conditions when truly radical changes are underway across the globe, including the shaping of a multipolar world."
Kazan, roughly 500 miles east of Moscow, was picked to showcase the apparent resilience of the Russian economy and failure of Western sanctions. Known as Russia's third capital, Kazan is one of the wealthiest cities in the country, with well-oiled infrastructure and expanding investment projects.
The host city also speaks to Russia's potential outreach to the Islamic world. It is the capital of Tatarstan, a semiautonomous region at the crossroads between Europe and Asia with an ethnically Tatar and predominantly Muslim majority. The city's ancient center is home to several sacred sites, including a mosque and a church.
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Why North Korea is sending soldiers to the Russian front lines
South Korea has urged Russia to take "immediate" action to withdraw North Korean troops, as Kim Jong Un seeks to strengthen the alliance between Moscow and Pyongyang.
By Michelle Lee | 2024-10-23

North Korean soldiers march during a mass rally in Kim Il Sung square in Pyongyang in 2018. (Ed Jones/AFP/Getty Images)


SEOUL -- South Korean and Ukrainian officials are raising the alarm about reports of North Korean troops supporting Russians inside Ukraine, warning that the alliance between Moscow and Pyongyang is growing stronger and evolving beyond transferring weapons.
South Korea on Monday urged Russia to take "immediate" action to withdraw North Korean troops. Last week, South Korea's spy agency reported that at least 1,500 North Korean special forces troops were training in Russia.
A Ukrainian military intelligence official, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive security matter, told The Washington Post this month that "several thousand" North Korean infantry soldiers are undergoing training in Russia and could be deployed to the front line in Ukraine by the end of this year. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has confirmed reports of North Koreans training alongside the Russians.
The Kremlin has dismissed the assertion as a "hoax."
On Wednesday, Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin confirmed that the U.S. government has evidence that North Korean troops are in Ukraine, adding that the purpose of their deployment there is not yet clear.
"What exactly they're doing is left to be seen," Austin said to reporters.
"We see that the alliance between Russia and such regimes as the North Korean one is getting stronger," Zelensky said in his Oct. 13 video address. "This is not just about the transfer of weapons; this is in fact about the transfer of people from North Korea to the armed forces of the occupiers."
North Korea has been one of the most vocal backers of Russia's war in Ukraine, with leader Kim Jong Un pledging "full" support for President Vladimir Putin's "sacred war for regional peace and international justice." In March 2022, a month after Russia's invasion, North Korea was one of just four countries that joined Moscow to vote against a United Nations resolution condemning the aggression.
Since then, Pyongyang has been helping Putin by sending the old Soviet-era munitions that Russia desperately needs, according to U.S., Ukrainian and South Korean officials. U.S. officials say those shipments have included artillery shells and other weapons. In return, they say, North Korea may be receiving Russian help to advance its own weapons program.
North Korea's military ties with Moscow date back to the Soviet Union era, when Soviet leaders supported the North's invasion of the South, which sparked the 1950-53 Korean War. The war halted in a cease-fire, and both Koreas have maintained a stockpile of ammunition and weapons in case conflict resumes. As the war in Ukraine drags on, Russia is apparently turning to North Korea for those old shells and weapons.
Both Pyongyang and Moscow have denied the allegations.

Smoke rises from shelling in the town of Siversk in the Donbas region of Ukraine on Aug. 3. (Roman Pilipey/AFP/Getty Images)


Now there are reports that North Koreans may be sending military personnel to the Russian-occupied Ukrainian territory of Donbas. Some military officers may already have been killed and injured, according to reports that surfaced last week on Telegram channels and in the Ukrainian press.
The Ukrainian military intelligence official said that while there were North Korean combat troops in Russia, none were in the Donbas region and the officers who were killed did not directly participate in combat.
South Korean experts say it's plausible that Pyongyang would send military personnel to Russia, especially technical advisers to supervise the use of North Korean weapons on the ground.
Given reports that many of North Korea's shells are duds, and other issues with the weaponry that Pyongyang has sent, it would make sense for North Korea to dispatch personnel to help with maintenance, management and evaluation of their weapons, said Lee Ho-ryung, an expert on the North Korean military at the Korea Institute for Defense Analyses in Seoul.
"It is completely feasible that North Korea is dispatching not only military supplies but also engineers," Lee said.
Putin and Kim signed a mutual defense pact this summer, vowing to expand their military cooperation.
Sending personnel to help Russians use North Korean weapons could be a sign that the military cooperation between the two countries is deepening, experts say.
The Ukrainian official said Putin may have asked North Korea for help with manpower to avoid a new wave of mobilization to replenish his troops. North Korean troops could free up reserve troops who are currently in Russia, which could have "a significant impact" in certain areas on the front lines, the official said.
North Koreans may already be in Russia aiding with reconstruction efforts in Ukraine's Donbas region, according to the Daily NK, a Seoul-based monitoring group with informants inside North Korea. Citing unnamed sources in North Korea and Russia, the outlet reported in April that Pyongyang sent about 150 new laborers there to help with rebuilding efforts.
As far back as 2022, Russian officials were publicly welcoming North Koreans helping mitigate the labor shortage caused by the war. "[North] Korean builders will be an asset in the serious task of restoring social, infrastructural and industrial facilities" in Donbas, Russia's ambassador to North Korea, Alexander Matsegora, told the pro-Kremlin daily Izvestia in the first year of the war.

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un and Russian President Vladimir Putin during Putin's visit to Pyongyang on June 19. (Gavriil Grigorov/Sputnik/Kremlin Pool/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Alexei Kolmakov, construction minister of Novosibirsk Oblast in Siberia, said last year that the region had requested to bring in about 2,000 North Korean workers to address construction labor shortages in Siberia and the breakaway republic of Luhansk.
North Korea has a long history of sending workers -- mainly lumberjacks and builders -- to Russia to earn money for the cash-strapped regime.
Kim is especially desperate for cash after the pandemic, which forced him to close his borders even to China, cutting off the trade that keeps his economy afloat.
North Korea was already facing mounting international sanctions before covid, and its economy shrank from 2020 to 2023, according to South Korea's central bank. While trade with China has resumed since Kim began reopening borders in 2023, it has not yet reached pre-pandemic levels.
These workers provide a stream of valuable foreign currency that helps Kim and his rule. They often work long hours in dangerous conditions with little safety training or gear. The vast majority are men whose passports are confiscated once they enter Russia and whose wives and children must remain in North Korea to deter the men from trying to escape while abroad.
Last month, the Telegram-based Russian outlet Mash claimed that a North Korean construction worker in Khimki in the Moscow metropolitan area fell off scaffolding. The worker's supervisor transported him under a bridge and left him there to die, Mash reported.
North Koreans have continued to work in Russia and elsewhere despite a United Nations prohibition on governments issuing new work permits to North Koreans and a requirement that countries repatriate all laborers by the end of 2019.
The U.N. Security Council targeted the worker program, which has long subsidized Kim's nuclear ambitions, as a part of sanctions placed on Pyongyang after its sixth nuclear test. Russia criticized the sanctions but agreed to adhere to them.
But North Koreans remained in Russia, including those who could not return home after North Korea's borders were closed in 2020, The Post found.
After the U.N. ban, North Koreans continued to enter Russia with tourist or student visas and work for Russian companies, according to the South Korean Unification Ministry's 2024 report based on escapees' testimonies.
Kostiantyn Khudov in Kyiv contributed to this report.
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19-year-old Walmart employee found dead inside walk-in oven
Police in eastern Canada said the woman was discovered inside the store's bakery department oven. The cause and manner of death are under investigation.
By Kelly Kasulis Cho | 2024-10-23

The Walmart location at the Halifax Shopping Center on Mumford Road in Halifax, Nova Scotia. (Prashanth Bala Ramachandra/Alamy)


Police in eastern Canada are investigating after a 19-year-old woman was found dead inside a large walk-in oven at a Walmart in Halifax, Nova Scotia.
The woman, an employee at the store who was not publicly identified by police, was discovered inside the bakery department's oven Saturday after police responded to a call around 9:30 p.m. local time. The exact cause of her death is still unknown, Halifax Regional Police said Tuesday, adding that the investigation "is complex and involves several partner agencies" and "may take a significant amount of time."
A local labor department issued a stop-work order for the bakery and one piece of equipment at the store, CTV News reported.
The store will be closed "until further notice," Walmart said in a statement.
"We are heartbroken, and our deepest thoughts are with our associate and their family," the statement read. "Our focus remains on taking care of our associates and making sure they have the support they need."
Walk-in ovens are commonly used in industrial baking settings for commercial-scale food production, and some businesses use them in tandem with special product-handling equipment. Many models have safety release valves or other design features in place to prevent accidents. Despite being called a walk-in oven, some may not be large enough to easily and comfortably step into when equipment and baked goods are loaded inside.
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U.K.'s Labour denies Trump campaign's election interference claim
Prime Minister Keir Starmer dismissed the claim that members of his party were making "illegal foreign national contributions" by volunteering for the Harris campaign.
By Karla Adam | 2024-10-23

British Foreign Secretary David Lammy, left, and British Prime Minister Keir Starmer speak to journalists outside the White House in Washington on Sept. 13. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post)


LONDON -- British Prime Minister Keir Starmer on Wednesday dismissed claims by Donald Trump's campaign team that the ruling British Labour Party was committing "blatant foreign interference" in the U.S. presidential election.
Trump's campaign filed a legal complaint this week with the U.S. Federal Election Commission concerning Labour members traveling to the United States to help Vice President Kamala Harris's campaign.
Starmer said people associated with the party were doing so "in their spare time" and on a volunteer basis. He insisted that the Trump campaign's complaint would not adversely affect his relationship with the former president.
In the six-page complaint, the Trump team cited a LinkedIn post by Sofia Patel, Labour's head of operations, who wrote last week that "nearly 100 Labour Party staff (current and former)" were going to the swing states of North Carolina, Nevada, Pennsylvania and Virginia.
In the post, since deleted, Patel sought additional help in North Carolina, saying "we will sort your housing" and that people interested should email her at the address labourforkamala@gmail.com.
Trump's team said this amounted to "illegal foreign national contributions."
In the United States, federal election law prohibits foreign nationals from contributing financially or donating anything of value in elections. Foreign nationals can volunteer in a U.S. election as long as they are not compensated.
The complaint also cited a Sept. 14 Washington Post article about strategists linked to Labour offering advice to the Harris campaign about how to win from the center-left.
"Press reports further support a reasonable inference that the Harris campaign is aware of these efforts, and thus has accepted a prohibited foreign national contribution," the Trump team alleged.
Speaking to reporters on a flight to Samoa, Starmer, a former prosecutor, rejected the accusation of election interference by his party.
"They're doing it in their spare time; they're doing it as volunteers; they're staying, I think, with other volunteers over there," he said. "That's what they've done in previous elections, that's what they're doing in this election, and that's really straightforward."
Volunteers from both Labour and the Conservative Party have assisted in many previous U.S. elections.
"It's not unusual for supporters of a party in one country to go and campaign for a sister party in another," British Environment Secretary Steve Reed told the BBC on Wednesday. "It happens both ways round and across many, many countries."
He continued: "None of this was organized or funded by the Labour Party itself. This is individual people making their own choices, as they are free to do."
The allegation that Britain's ruling party was interfering in the Nov. 5 U.S. election was leading British news bulletins.
Asked if the controversy risked damaging his relationship with Trump if he becomes president, Starmer told reporters: "No."
"I spent time in New York with President Trump, had dinner with him, and my purpose in doing that was to make sure that between the two of us we established a good relationship, which we did, and we're grateful for him for making the time," he said.
In 2018, Bernie Sanders's campaign was fined by the FEC following a complaint that it had illegally accepted services from volunteers with the Australian Labor Party during his 2016 presidential run. The party had paid for their expenses and a stipend.
The Sanders campaign said it did not agree that rules were broken, but it didn't want to engage in a lengthy and expensive legal fight.
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What could Harris, Trump do for your finances? Ask us your questions.
Post economics reporters Jeff Stein and Jacob Bogage will answer your questions during a live chat on Thursday at 12 p.m. Eastern time. 
By Jeff Stein, Jacob Bogage, Alexandra Pannoni | 2024-10-22
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Business etiquette classes boom as people relearn how to act at work
The rising interest in business etiquette reflects the difficulties many workers still face as they return to the office, from how to dress to how to connect. 
By Taylor Telford | 2024-10-24

(iStock/Getty Images)


Since the end of last year, Daniel Post Senning -- the great-great-grandson of American etiquette queen Emily Post and co-president of the Emily Post Institute -- has been gobsmacked by the growing demand for his family's services.
Senning had anticipated a boom in training requests as companies brought workers back to offices after the pandemic, but it didn't happen right away. Instead, the wave of interest has come since the turn of the year, with growing numbers of big corporations and small family firms paying to send employees to courses like "Manners at Work" and "Business Etiquette for Professionals." He's even seen an explosion of interest in learning to be an etiquette trainer.
More than two years after employers began urging white-collar workers back to offices, Americans are still reckoning with the ripple effects of pandemic-induced disruption when it comes to workplace behavior. The years spent apart from colleagues have rusted workers' social skills, and new ways of working have spawned a host of fresh etiquette issues.
Meanwhile, younger workers are making up an increasing share of the workforce and bringing with them a preference for more-casual working environments, which is creating friction with older generations, experts say.
"People are asking: 'What is business etiquette? Do I need etiquette training?'" said Senning. "And I don't think it's just younger employees or newer employees who are more challenged and stressed by this environment."
Workers who had substantial professional experience before the pandemic, including managers and executives, still need help adapting to hybrid and remote work, Senning said. He has been coaching leaders on best practices for such things as communicating through your calendar and deciding whether to call, text or use Slack to reach an employee.
Establishing etiquette for video meetings has also been a challenge for many firms, he notes. Bad behavior in virtual meetings has occasionally made headlines in recent years, such as the backlash against Vishal Garg, CEO of the mortgage lending firm Better.com, for announcing mass layoffs over Zoom ahead of the holidays in 2021.
"If I had a magic button that I could push that could get people to treat video meetings with 50 percent of the same level of professionalism they treat an in-person meeting, I would make a lot of HR, personnel managers, and executives very, very happy," Senning said.
Tech companies also are paying for etiquette and professionalism training for their workers, especially if they're bringing in employees who have never worked in person before, according to Crystal Bailey, director of the Etiquette Institute of Washington, who counts Amazon among her clients.
In her courses, Bailey coaches workers on a wide range of topics, such as making a good digital first impression and etiquette for interviewing and fine dining. One area that continues to evolve is dress codes, she notes, especially because of younger workers' preference for more-casual styles.
"If you have a workplace with a broad range of generations, they're going to have different expectations of what business attire is," Bailey said.
The majority of U.S. workers dress casually on the job, according to data from Gallup last fall, with 7 in 10 reporting that their work attire is business casual or "more dressed-down, casual street clothes." Just 3 percent said they typically wear "business professional" clothes.
Lisa Richey, founder of the American Academy of Etiquette, said her bookings for speaking engagements have quadrupled since last year. She's also been inundated with requests from professionals in human resources to help draft dress codes. Some shifts, like the incorporation of the sneaker into business-casual dress, were popularized by younger workers and have been embraced across generations. But Richey has been shocked at times by just how far younger workers are willing to push the limits, such as a young woman at one of her recent sessions who appeared to be wearing a tube top as a skirt.
"Companies have realized we've got to be a little more specific than saying you need to be professionally dressed," Richey said.
Richey offers a variety of courses covering topics such as professional presence and business entertainment, but these days, dress code is "on just about everybody's priority list," she said. There has also been elevated demand for her session on "connecting across generations" at work.
For younger workers, the more traditional aspects of workplace etiquette are the toughest to navigate, experts say.
Richey, for instance, has noticed younger workers struggling with both verbal and nonverbal forms of communication, whether through eye contact, greetings or basic conversation.
"This younger generation has been used to such an informal communication style with texting and social media," Richey said. "It definitely has had an impact."
Kelly Rownd, director for career readiness at North Carolina State University, said that young professionals today generally get more opportunities for skill-building than previous generations. But they're not always experienced when it comes to the social elements: drafting emails, networking, knowing how to behave in a meeting vs. at a client dinner. Meanwhile, companies increasingly rely on colleges and universities to provide this instruction, she added.
"In conversations with employers, it's apparent that professionalism has been and continues to be an area of growth that's needed for career readiness," Rownd said. "They have voiced that students are well prepared from a technical standpoint, but they may struggle with soft skills."
Pamela Eyring, president of the Protocol School of Washington, said she has seen a notable surge in interest in training that's geared toward younger professionals, with inquiries and bookings for courses rising 100 percent from last year. 
Firms are especially eager for younger workers to get coaching on skills they weren't able to develop during the pandemic, she notes, such as entertaining clients at business dinners.
"When you start working, it's very difficult to learn these skills and practice them," Eyring said. "A lot of these students are graduating from top colleges, but they're not understanding what some of those business professionalism areas are, so now the companies have to educate them."
She recently gave a course to young women working in financial services. They were eager to learn how to "power up their look and power up their skills," Eyring said, but in hindsight their questions struck her as "pretty basic."
"In reality, they may not have been taught these things, whereas older people had that experience already," Eyring said.
That dynamic has shaped Teniola Ayoola's early experiences in the workforce. A few years after graduation, she couldn't understand why she had fallen behind her peers professionally. She had been an award-winning honors student as an undergrad at George Washington University and a master's student at Harvard University, and she had completed internships with big outlets like the BBC. Yet her resume hadn't translated into the kinds of real-world opportunities her classmates had locked down.
Now 29, Ayoola thinks back to the development courses she attended at Harvard, where C-suite leaders had preached about the importance of conveying "gravitas" and "executive presence" -- concepts she understood in theory but found tricky to practice across different professional environments. Eventually, Ayoola concluded that what she lacked was networking skills. The reason: She had been actively avoiding opportunities to potentially advance her career because she was put off by how "fake" and "transactional" the process of building a professional network seemed.
"If you put me in a room and told me to work the room, I wouldn't know what to do and who to talk to and what to talk about," Ayoola said.
To conquer her discomfort, Ayoola, who lives in Virginia, took a course last month at the Etiquette Institute of Washington. It helped reframe networking as a chance to build "meaningful connections" and shored up her confidence in tackling challenges such as developing a personal "elevator pitch" and following up with people she meets. She hopes to take more professional etiquette courses.
"I feel like my idea of professionalism is always changing," Ayoola said. "If you don't have the proper training, you can develop negative habits that can hurt you later."
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Work Advice: More on contractors who overstep their role
Readers with federal government contracting experience weigh in on a federal supervisor's struggle to deal with a difficult contractor.
By Karla Miller | 2024-10-24

(iStock/Getty Images)


After my recent advice to a federal supervisor dealing with an undermining contractor, I asked readers with more experience in this field to offer their takes. To recap, this letter writer was struggling with a contractor who consistently undercut and questioned this supervisor's authority, taking advantage of a fuzzy chain of command.
As expected, quite a few current and former government employees and contractors weighed in -- and were unanimous on two points:
First is that contractors cannot direct federal employees in carrying out governmental functions. The contractor I wrote about, who unilaterally called meetings with federal employees and attempted to supersede their supervisor's orders, was almost certainly violating contracting rules.
"It is never permissible for a contractor to direct a public employee. All public employees should know that they do not take direction from a contractor/consultant," wrote Marty Smith, a Massachusetts architect with four decades of experience managing state government design and construction contracts, in an email. "The fact that the previous supervisor and current supervisor don't see a problem with this, or are unwilling to deal with it, says to me that this contractor has a far too cozy relationship with the agency."
Second, my readers noted that the best way to resolve these issues is through the contracting officer (CO) or the contracting officer's representative (COR). These are federal professionals who act as a liaison between the government client and the contracting company.
"Dealing with a difficult contractor should be far easier than [dealing] with a federal employee," wrote Brandon Castroflay of Arlington, Virginia, a federal manager with 25 years of experience who has handled similar situations, in an email. He recommended presenting the examples of undermining to the COR or CO and asking them to bring it to the attention of the project manager at the contracting company.
"It is well within the authority of the federal manager to say this behavior is not only counterproductive, but also unacceptable," he added. "Let the company deal with the contractor in question."
"Most companies will rapidly take action [in response to client complaints] as they are evaluated every year through the Contractor Performance Assessment Reporting System," wrote Ian O'Connell of Smyrna, Tennessee, a former Air Force officer with nearly two decades of experience as a contractor, via email. Poor CPARS evaluations can result in a contractor being excluded from future consideration or even having the current contract terminated, as well as limiting performance-based rates the contracting company can charge for its services, O'Connell explained.
Incidentally, the original letter writer has since followed up with more details about the situation.
"I have not gone to the COR because I think retaliation against me by my [supervisor] is likely," the writer said in an email. Even though both the letter writer and a peer spoke up, the supervisor has dismissed their concerns. The writer, who is close to qualifying for full retirement benefits, is reluctant to push too hard or bypass the supervisor altogether.
The letter writer also noted that the troublesome contractor was formerly a full-time government employee and friends with the current supervisor's predecessor. As for my warning that the contractor might be auditioning for the letter writer's position, I was somewhat off target: She is apparently aiming higher. The letter writer speculated that the contractor might have her eye on a vacant full-time management position that would have the letter writer reporting to her.
Given that potential outcome, I am starting to think a conversation with the COR might be worth the risk of ruffling the current supervisor's feathers. If not, a carefully timed plan for retirement might be in order in case the contractor succeeds in securing a full-time management position.
Pro tip: Government employees can access free online training with Defense Acquisition University (https://www.dau.edu/) to learn more about contract management and rules.
Reader Query: Are you a neurodivergent worker who has learned to manage challenges with executive function, lack of focus or similar conditions that make certain parts of your job especially difficult? Any unique or surprising hacks that have worked for you? Let me know at karla.miller@washpost.com
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Trump says gas should be $1.87 a gallon. Here's what that would mean.
Experts say that the former president's campaign promise of cheap gasoline could have severe economic consequences.
By Maxine Joselow | 2024-10-24

Customers pump gas in Austin in 2023. Former president Donald Trump has suggested he would lower gas prices if he returns to the White House. (Brandon Bell/Getty Images)


It's become a common refrain during Donald Trump's presidential campaign: Gasoline prices would plummet if he returned to the White House, falling as low as they were when he was in office.
"When I left office ... gasoline had reached $1.87 a gallon. We actually had many months where it was lower than that," Trump told reporters outside his golf club in Bedminster, N.J., this summer. "But we hit $1.87, which was a perfect place, an absolutely beautiful number."
Trump has mentioned this target price of $1.87 a gallon more than 19 times on the campaign trail, according to a Washington Post analysis of his remarks. But supporters say the figure, which does not appear on Trump's campaign website or in the 2024 Republican Party platform, is less a precise goal than a powerful reminder how rising prices have hurt consumers in recent years.
Energy experts and economists, however, say the suggestion that he could slice gas prices by more than 40 percent -- the national average is currently $3.15 -- underscores how candidates can overstate their ability to shape the economy. And in this case, they warn, achieving what Trump is proposing could have severe consequences for many of the industries he is vowing to support.
For gas prices to fall to $1.87 a gallon, crude oil prices would need to dramatically drop to just $20 a barrel, according to calculations by Mark Finley, a fellow in energy and global oil at Rice University. For context, West Texas Intermediate crude oil, the U.S. benchmark, was trading around $71 a barrel on Wednesday. The only time oil prices dipped near $20 a barrel in recent years was "during the pandemic," Finley said, "when oil demand was in a free-fall and the Saudis and Russians were having a price war."
Companies generally can't break even on oil production when the price of a barrel falls below $45, according to Ed Hirs, an energy economist at the University of Houston. If crude prices plummeted to $20 a barrel, Hirs said, top U.S. oil producers would probably pull back on major investments.
In this scenario, spending on drilling could screech to a halt. Refineries could shutter. The impacts could be especially acute in energy-rich states such as New Mexico, Colorado and others, where taxes on oil and gas production help fund schools and local governments.
"Trump wants rock-bottom gasoline prices, but he also wants booming oil production. It's hard to get both," said Ben Cahill, an energy economist at the University of Texas at Austin. "And in a lot of states, production has a huge impact on the state's fiscal balance."
Gas did not, in fact, cost $1.87 a gallon when Trump left office. The national average gas price for the week of Jan. 18, 2021, was $2.38 a gallon, according to the U.S. Energy Information Administration. Prices did drop to $1.84 a gallon in April 2020, a trend that experts attribute to pandemic-related restrictions.
Americans have been enjoying relatively low gas prices in recent weeks, despite geopolitical tensions in the Middle East that have rattled global oil markets. Average U.S. gas prices now hover around $3.16 a gallon, down from $3.55 a gallon at this time last year, according to AAA.
Yet gas prices averaged $2.48 a gallon during Trump's first term compared with $3.49 a gallon during President Joe Biden's term so far, according to the U.S. Energy Information Administration -- a trend that Trump has tied to higher inflation during much of Biden's presidency.
"We're going down and getting gasoline below $2 a gallon," Trump said at the Economic Club of New York last month, pledging to "bring down the price of everything from electricity rates to groceries, airfares and housing costs."
Such remarks should be "taken seriously but not literally," said Kevin Book, managing director at ClearView Energy Partners, an independent research firm. "I take what he says in those speeches as a metaphor for deregulation and encouraging domestic production, but I don't think returning to that price is likely to be easy or pleasant if it's to be taken literally."
Presidents have only a limited degree of power to bring down prices at the pump, energy economists say. Domestic gas prices are largely determined by global oil prices, which are largely dictated by the coalition of oil-producing nations led by Saudi Arabia and Russia.
"Nothing Trump says will get gasoline prices below $2 a gallon," Hirs said. "But if it is done, it's going to demolish the U.S. oil and gas industry and infrastructure."
Experts say gas prices have been higher during the Biden years because of both economic and geopolitical forces. The economy's rapid recovery from the pandemic created more gas demand, pushing prices upward. Then the invasion of Ukraine sparked a global backlash against Russia, the world's third-largest oil producer, sending prices even higher. Biden has sought to tamp down prices by releasing millions of barrels of oil from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve, the national stockpile.
Economists say gas prices were lower when Trump took office, meanwhile, because the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) had flooded the market with excess supply to undermine U.S. producers during the Obama administration. Then at the onset of the coronavirus pandemic in 2020, oil demand cratered as governments imposed lockdowns and far fewer people drove or flew.
Conservative groups that have been crafting policy proposals for a second Trump term welcomed the former president's focus on gas prices.
"I think someone who is saying, 'I'm going to get gasoline prices down below $2 a gallon' can be very persuasive," said Diana Furchtgott-Roth, director of the Center for Energy, Climate, and Environment at the Heritage Foundation, which helped draft Project 2025, a conservative plan for the next Republican administration.
"People care about the price of a gallon of milk, a loaf of bread and a gallon of gasoline," she added. "Supermarkets don't post milk and bread prices, but gas stations all post the price of gasoline."
Asked for comment on whether pushing gas prices down to $1.87 a gallon could have dire effects, Trump campaign spokeswoman Karoline Leavitt said in an email: "Are you going to note how that's what gas cost in his first term, and none of that happened? Or nah?" Leavitt did not respond to follow-up questions.
Mia Ehrenberg, a spokeswoman for Vice President Kamala Harris's presidential campaign, declined to comment but pointed to the vice president's economic plan, which states that "prices at the pump have been falling for consumers." The plan also touts record U.S. oil production under Biden, arguing that the administration's aggressive climate goals have not hampered the industry.
Clara Ence Morse contributed to this report.
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Striking Boeing workers vote to reject deal as company's losses grow
Sixty-four percent of those who voted cast a ballot to reject the proposed deal, which Boeing had hoped would be enough to end a nearly six-week walkout.
By Lori Aratani, Rachel Lerman, Ian Duncan | 2024-10-24

Union machinists wave signs next to Boeing's factory in Everett, Washington., on Tuesday. (Manuel Valdes/AP)


Machinists on Wednesday rejected Boeing's latest contract proposal, dashing hopes for an end to the nearly six-week walkout and further complicating the aerospace giant's path to a more stable future.
The vote by members of the International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers districts 751 and W24 came on the same day the company reported a loss of more than $6 billion for the quarter that ended in September.
Boeing had hoped the sweetened deal, which included a 35 percent pay increase, enhanced health and retirement benefits and a $7,000 signing bonus, would be enough to end the walkout by 33,000 machinists, but some observers say they may have underestimated the mistrust and lingering resentment that remains among rank-and-file workers, particularly those who have been through previous rounds of contract negotiations.
"We have made tremendous gains in this agreement in many of the areas that our members said were important to them. However, we have not achieved enough to meet our members' demands," union district president Jon Holden said in Seattle as he announced the vote results Wednesday night. "We remain on strike."
Machinists gathered at the Seattle union hall cheered and chanted "Strike!" at his announcement. The proposed contract was rejected by 64 percent of the vote.
At a polling location in Renton, Washington, earlier in the day, some workers said they were voting to reject the deal because the wage gains fell short. Many were also hoping for the restoration of a pension program.
Boeing focused on the depth of the company's struggles as it reported its dismal quarterly financial performance.
"Trust in our company has eroded," Kelly Ortberg said earlier Wednesday in his first extended public remarks since becoming Boeing's chief executive in August. "We're saddled with too much debt. We've had serious lapses in our performance across the company, which have disappointed many of our customers."
On a conference call with analysts, Ortberg described Boeing, which reported a $6.2 billion third-quarter loss, as a company at a "crossroads" and said his mission is to turn "this big ship in the right direction."
Throughout the day, a steady stream of white vans shuttled workers from the picket lines to the International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers (IAM) office in Renton, Washington, so they could cast their ballots. Workers said they weren't sure which way the ultimate vote would land, but many said they were willing to continue striking for higher pay increases and the restoration of a pension program.
"It's not quite there yet," said Vivian Vo, one of several striking workers who cited the wage increases as a chief concern. "It's a step in the right direction."
With the strike now in its sixth week, workers say they are making ends meet by picking up part-time or seasonal jobs elsewhere -- gig work options that weren't as widely available during a 2008 walkout, which lasted 54 days.
Ortberg acknowledged deep problems facing the company beyond the strike, which has idled production of most of its commercial airliners. He said he is focused on restoring Boeing's reputation -- a task Ortberg said involves changing its culture and streamlining operations so employees are focused on its core business of building airplanes. Company leaders need to be closer to the people who design and build its products, out on factory floors, in back shops and in engineering labs, he said, solving problems before they fester.
"We need to know what's going on, not just with our products but with our people," Ortberg said.
The union plans to get back to the bargaining table with Boeing, Holden said after announcing the vote results Wednesday.
"I know that our members are critical to restoring this company back to financial health," he said. "It is my goal to get our members back to work so that they can earn money, we can build airplanes and get this company back on track."
Even before the strike, Boeing had been struggling financially. Including this quarter, it has reported losses of more than than $30 billion since 2019 after reporting earnings of more than $10 billion in 2018. On Oct. 11, Ortberg announced the first in a series of steps aimed at turning the troubled aerospace giant around: a 10 percent reduction in the company's workforce -- about 17,000 jobs. He said the company also would further delay the launch of its 777X plane, with the first deliveries expected in 2026.
Under the new contract proposal that machinists rejected Wednesday, unveiled over the weekend, the average annual machinist pay would rise to $116,272 from $75,608, according to figures provided by Boeing.
Though union negotiators did not endorse the deal, which needed a simple majority to pass, they told members the revised proposal "is worthy of your consideration."
Given the significant role Boeing plays as a leading exporter and defense contractor, the Biden administration has been closely monitoring negotiations, and acting labor secretary Julie Su met last week with both sides. Union leaders credited Su with helping negotiate the updated proposal.
Analysts estimate the walkout, which has shut down production of some of the company's best-selling jets, including the 737 Max, is costing Boeing $1 billion a month.
Machinists resoundingly rejected the company's first offer of a 25 percent pay increase. Though it included a promise that Boeing would built its next new aircraft in the Seattle region -- a key union demand -- it fell far short of the 40 percent pay increase machinists sought. A second offer, which included a 30 percent pay increase, was never voted on.
Many veteran machinists remain mistrustful, remembering past rounds of negotiations in which Boeing executives threatened to move airplane production out of the Puget Sound region unless the union agreed to concessions, including eliminating the traditional pension program.
An end to the walkout that began Sept. 13 would have been a step forward for Boeing, which is struggling to restore confidence in its brand after a series of missteps, including the midair blowout of a door panel from one of its 737 Max jets in January. A "no" vote, however, now threatens to stall Boeing's recovery effort and deepen its financial woes.
Even if the strike is settled, the company must still grapple with myriad legal, manufacturing and financial crises, stemming in part from fatal crashes of two of its 737 Max jets -- one in 2018 in Indonesia and one in 2019 in Ethiopia -- that killed 346 people. It has agreed to plead guilty to one count of fraud in connection with the 737 Max crashes, but the settlement must still be approved by a federal court judge.
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Tesla shows signs of a turnaround with higher profits
After two consecutive quarters of declining profits and vehicle sales, the electric-car maker reported deliveries and net income grew in the third quarter. 
By Hannah Ziegler | 2024-10-23

People look at a Tesla Cybertruck at the Paris Motor Show on Oct. 16. (Julien De Rosa/AFP/Getty Images)


Tesla posted better-than-expected third-quarter earnings Tuesday, reversing a trend of declining profits in the first two quarters of the year.
The electric-vehicle maker led by Elon Musk reported earnings of 72 cents per share, a 9 percent increase from the same quarter last year and above analysts' expectations. Tesla posted $2.2 billion in third-quarter profit, up 17 percent from a year ago.
Revenue came in at $25.2 billion, an 8 percent increase from the same period last year but just shy of many analysts' expectations. The company's shares jumped nearly 12 percent in after-hours trading.
Tesla's profit margins were boosted by growth in vehicle deliveries and $739 million in revenue from selling emissions credits to other automakers seeking to comply with regulators.
Earlier this month, Tesla reported 462,890 vehicle deliveries for the third quarter, a 6 percent increase from the same period last year. The improvement came after two consecutive quarters of annual delivery declines and as the company offered discounts and incentives to attract a broader market beyond early EV adopters.
Musk said on an investor call Wednesday that Tesla this week reached a total of 7 million vehicles produced over the company's lifetime. The automaker expects to sell more vehicles in 2024 than it did last year, Musk said. That would require Tesla to make record vehicle deliveries in the fourth quarter.
Tesla's Cybertruck became the third best-selling EV in the United States during the third quarter, behind Tesla's Model 3 and Model Y, the company said in a shareholder presentation. The distinctive pickup, which has faced a slew of quality issues since its launch last year, "achieved a positive gross margin for the first time" this quarter, Tesla said.
The company also said Wednesday that it is on track to launch more affordable electric vehicle models in the first half of 2025. Musk forecast 20 to 30 percent growth in vehicle sales for next year on the investor call.
Wednesday was Tesla's first earnings report since unveiling its long-anticipated robotaxi, called the Cybercab, this month. Musk made bold predictions for the new product line on the investor call, saying the company is aiming to produce at least 2 million Cybercabs each year and repeating his earlier prediction that production would begin in 2026.
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Juul settled a class-action lawsuit. Some users are getting big payouts.
Some are taking to social media to talk about three- and four-figure payouts from the landmark settlement over Juul vaping products.
By Victoria Bisset | 2024-10-23

A man uses an electronic cigarette. (Nam Y. Huh/AP)


Some consumers who used Juul vaping products say they have begun receiving payouts as part of major class-action lawsuit settlements, the last of which was finalized earlier this year.
A number of social media users said they received payments, most ranging from several hundred to several thousand dollars, via Venmo after Juul Labs and Altria Group -- which formerly held a minority investment in Juul -- both finalized settlements. The lawsuits alleged that Juul misled consumers about the risks and addictiveness of its products and specifically targeted young people. The suits included plaintiffs who bought Juul products from bricks-and-mortar or online shops before Dec. 6, 2022.
Under the agreements, Juul and Altria agreed to pay $255 million and $45.5 million, respectively. A federal judge in California authorized the distribution of almost $202 million in funds -- the amount remaining after taxes and other costs -- in early October. That figure will be shared among the 842,000 valid claims.
Payouts varied because they were in part calculated based on the amount claimants could prove they spent on Juul products. The minimum amount distributed for eligible claims was $15.
The deadline for submitting claims has already passed.
One TikTok user said he bought 120 four-pack boxes of Juul pods over the course of two years and received almost $1,100 via Venmo. Other social media users spoke of their regret at not filing claims before the deadline.
Some users said they had not paid much attention while filling in the forms and were surprised to receive their payments.
"Randomly filled out one of those JUUL class action settlements last year and them folks just sent me $300, who wants lunch tomorrow?" one user of the social media platform X wrote.
A TikTok user said she had forgotten about completing the claim. "POV: you just got $3k Venmo from a class-action lawsuit against JUUL you forgot you filled out as a JOKE 2 years ago in college," the text on her video, posted earlier this week, said.
Dena Sharp, the lawyer representing the classes of Juul purchasers, said in an emailed statement Wednesday: "We are delighted to see the legal system delivering results by getting real money into the hands of class members who purchased Juul products."
Sharp said the settlement "was the vehicle for the majority of the cases against Juul pending around the country," but noted that "there are lingering cases still pending that are scattered across the country."
Juul Labs said in a statement Wednesday that the payments were being managed by a settlement trust and not the company itself.
"We are pleased to have resolved the vast majority of the company's past legal issues and are focused on advancing our mission, including our efforts to combat underage use of our products," the statement said.
David Sutton, from Altria's media relations department, confirmed in an email Wednesday that the settlement administrator had begun issuing individual payments but gave no further comment on the settlement agreement.
There has been mounting pressure on Juul in recent years: In June 2022, the Food and Drug Administration banned Juul products, citing "insufficient and conflicting data" about damage to DNA and potentially harmful chemicals leaching from the company's cartridges. However, the FDA reversed the decision earlier this year and Juul products remained on shelves while the company appealed.
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Sullivan defends Biden's break with past on global economic policies
National security adviser Jake Sullivan defended the president's economic strategy against criticism that it represents a break with decades of trade and investment liberalization.
By David J. Lynch | 2024-10-23

National security adviser Jake Sullivan briefs journalists at the White House on Oct. 1. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post) 


National security adviser Jake Sullivan on Wednesday defended President Joe Biden's global economic strategy against criticism that it represents a costly break with decades of trade and investment liberalization, saying that a new approach is needed to benefit American workers, deal with an adversarial China and accelerate the clean energy transition.
Rather than ink new trade agreements, the Biden administration has focused on strengthening fragile supply chains and promoting domestic manufacturing through tax incentives and government subsidies.
Those moves have encouraged a modest shift of manufacturing work from China to countries such as Vietnam and caused spending on new U.S. factories to triple over the past three years. But they have also drawn fire as wasteful and unlikely to produce lasting gains in U.S. blue-collar jobs.
In Wednesday's speech at the Brookings Institution, Sullivan said the international economic policies pursued by presidents of both parties since the end of the Cold War were no longer appropriate. Lowering trade barriers helped the economy grow. But it also hollowed out factory communities across the Midwest and South, leaving many blue-collar workers angry and resentful.
China's emergence as a strategic rival and the market's failure to adequately fund clean energy investments required the government to adopt a more active role in economic planning, he said.
"The world of the 1990s is over, and it is not coming back," Sullivan said. "And it's not a coherent plan or critique just to wish it so."
That comment appeared to be a reference to criticism by prominent figures, including former treasury secretary Lawrence Summers, who said last year that Biden's emphasis on domestic production rather than low-cost imports would hurt American consumers and businesses.
Sullivan, who debuted the strategy in an April 2023 Brookings appearance, fired back on Wednesday, saying the administration recognized its policies involved "trade-offs" and was not turning its back on the world. Total merchandise trade last year of $5.1 trillion was up by almost one-quarter since 2019, an increase he said demonstrated that the United States was not adopting a go-it-alone strategy.
But another outspoken critic, Adam Posen, the president of the Peterson Institute for International Economics, said the administration's approach was misguided.
"They have no accomplishments to speak of," he said. "They've got part of the diagnosis right, part of the diagnosis wrong. And for the parts of the diagnosis they have right -- notably the importance of the Chinese threat and climate, they have not offered the right response."
Biden's decision earlier this year to impose prohibitive tariffs on inexpensive Chinese electric vehicles, for example, leaves American consumers paying more for less capable domestic-made cars while delaying the move toward a low-carbon economy.
But Sullivan, and other Democratic policymakers, have crafted their globalization policies with one eye on the 2016 presidential election. The failure of traditional politicians to adequately respond to China's economic rise left an opening for populists like former president Donald Trump, who drew support from traditionally Democratic voters in the industrial Midwest. Administration officials are determined to avoid depending upon Chinese suppliers for critical goods and to prevent a second "China shock" from devastating U.S. manufacturing.
"Many communities hard hit in decades past still have not bounced back," Sullivan said. "And the two-thirds of American adults who don't have college degrees have seen unacceptably poor outcomes in terms of real wages, health and other outcomes over the last four decades."
Biden's embrace of robust industrial policies is "among the most consequential elements of the administration's foreign and domestic policy," Sullivan said, adding that critics should provide workable alternatives rather than just cite the administration's shortcomings.
At the center of the administration's modest trade agenda are a pair of "partnerships" in Latin America and the Indo-Pacific region designed to encourage regional economic cooperation. Some of the countries participating in those talks, and business representatives, have complained that the deals, which do not offer greater access to the U.S. market, fall short of traditional trade accords.
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U.S., allies finalize $50 billion Ukraine loan backed by Russian assets
Treasury Secretary Janet L. Yellen and her Ukrainian counterpart held a signing ceremony Wednesday as the West moves to provide Kyiv with additional support.
By Jeff Stein, Ellen Francis | 2024-10-23

Treasury Secretary Janet L. Yellen and Ukrainian Finance Minister Sergii Marchenko sign a joint statement on Oct. 23, 2024, that the United States will provide a $20 billion loan to Ukraine paid for by profits from Russian sovereign assets. (Saul Loeb/AFP/Getty Images)


Treasury Secretary Janet L. Yellen and Ukrainian Finance Minister Sergii Marchenko held a signing ceremony Wednesday advancing plans to provide Ukraine with $50 billion in loans, breaking a months-long logjam and providing Kyiv with cash it urgently needs before the end of the year.
The plan relies on the interest accruing on roughly $280 billion in Russian central bank assets kept in Western accounts but frozen since the start of the war in 2022. That interest, estimated at several billion dollars each year, would go to repay the loans over time. The United States will lend $20 billion before the end of this year, and European and other Western allies are expected to provide more than $30 billion.
Yellen announced this week that allies have agreed to require Russia to pay the loan back if the war ends before the interest can cover the total -- a move intended to keep it from becoming Western taxpayers' responsibility. Finance ministers from around the world are in Washington now for meetings of the International Monetary Fund and World Bank.
The breakthrough represents a victory for Yellen, who has worked with her international counterparts for much of this year to find a way to use Russian central bank assets to help Ukraine. It also reflects the lengths the Western allies have gone to maintain the flow of funding for Kyiv, adopting a strikingly aggressive measure that few diplomats thought possible until recently.
"[Russian President Vladimir] Putin is engaged in a contest of wills with our coalition, and he is counting on us to retreat," Yellen said at a news conference Wednesday. "We will not retreat. ... We will do everything we can to support Ukraine."
President Joe Biden also said in a statement on Wednesday that the loan "is another reminder to Vladimir Putin that the world has rallied behind Ukraine."
Russia has characterized the plan to use its bank assets as an attack on its sovereignty and the rule of law, while defenders of the plan have argued that the Kremlin deserves to face consequences for illegally invading Ukraine in 2022. Western officials have been eager to finish the loan before the U.S. election, given former president Donald Trump's repeated skepticism of the Ukrainian cause.
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said this month that the plan amounted to "stealing our money."
"They will definitely have legal consequences. This is nothing but illegal expropriation," Peskov said. "It's an illegal action."
Ukraine faces a deficit as high as $45 billion next year, and the additional infusion from the West could help avoid painful cuts to government services or tax hikes that could slow its economy to a halt, said Oleg Ustenko, who has served as an economic adviser to the Ukrainian government. Many Ukrainians also worry that if Trump wins, he would cut off any additional U.S. support to Ukraine, including military assistance.
"It's crucially important from two points of view: We have to make sure the country is about to continue its fight against Russia, so inside the country it's a very powerful and symbolic action. But it's also extremely important to mitigate the risk related to a possible cut in financial support if Trump is elected," Ustenko said. "It's a big, big question mark if the U.S. will continue to see this level of support, and it could be a significant problem."
The United States and European allies imposed sanctions freezing Russia's central bank assets after its 2022 invasion of Ukraine. U.S. officials have since pushed for all of those assets to be confiscated and redirected to Ukraine, but some European countries strongly opposed the idea, raising concerns about the legality of the move and the potential to undermine investor confidence in Europe, where most of the Russian bank assets are held.
The agreement to use only the interest emerged as a successful compromise that both sides could support. But even after that understanding was reached this year, logistical challenges slowed disbursement of the aid. Washington sought safeguards that it would not be left on the hook for loans if European Union sanctions were one day loosened, unfreezing the assets.
The particular concern was that Hungary and its Moscow-friendly prime minister, Viktor Orban, might veto the sanctions, which must be renewed unanimously by E.U. members every six months. The United States had pushed for the assets to remain frozen for a longer period, but that would require E.U. unanimity, which Hungary made impossible.
But the prospect of another Trump presidency gave the Europeans greater urgency to act before the end of the year. As the joint initiative stalled, the European Union decided in recent weeks to lend Ukraine up to 35 billion euros (nearly $38 billion). Now, the United States is also moving forward, despite concerns from congressional Republicans and others who have said American taxpayers have already shouldered too much of the financial burden of the war. Congress has approved more than $100 billion in aid for Ukraine since the start of the war, according to the Council on Foreign Relations, a Washington-based think tank.
"You shouldn't be allowed to have it both ways -- both to benefit from your position in the global economy and attack the global economy," said Simon Johnson, an MIT economist, who called the loan a "remarkable achievement" for the U.S. Treasury. "This sends a signal to other countries, including China, that you should play by the rules on international security. It's an entirely fair and reasonable message."
Natalia Abbakumova contributed to this report.
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Apple and Goldman Sachs deceived Apple Card customers, regulators say
The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau ordered the companies to pay almost $90 million in penalties and refunds. 
By Shannon Najmabadi | 2024-10-23

(Kathy Willens/AP)


Apple and investment bank Goldman Sachs mishandled disputes and misled iPhone purchasers about interest-free payment options through their Apple Card partnership, delaying refunds for customers on disputed transactions or leaving damaging information in their credit reports, federal regulators said Wednesday.
The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau levied a $25 million fine against Apple and ordered Goldman Sachs to pay a $45 million penalty and at least $19.8 million in customer refunds. The agency also restricted the investment bank's availability to offer another credit card without a compliance plan.
The CFPB characterized Apple Card, which launched in 2019, as a way for Goldman Sachs to get a foothold in consumer financing and Apple a financing mechanism to help drive up sales of its devices.
Apple marketed and designed customer interfaces for the credit card while Goldman Sachs managed financing and account servicing.
Four days before the card's launch, the Goldman Sachs board of directors learned its dispute systems were "not fully ready" because of technological issues but moved forward anyway, the CFPB said -- Apple had the right to impose a $25 million penalty for each 90-day wait caused by the bank.
After the launch, Apple failed to send tens of thousands of customer disputes to Goldman Sachs, regulators said, and the problem continued even after the bank told Apple about it.
For disputes Goldman Sachs received, the bank didn't always send acknowledgment and resolution letters or conduct investigations as required -- leaving some cardholders responsible for potentially fraudulent purchases or with dinged credit reports, the CFPB said.
Some customers were also led to believe they would get interest-free financing when buying Apple devices with Apple Cards but were charged interest anyway, regulators said. The interest-free plan wasn't offered as an option on some internet browsers.
Goldman Sachs said it is pleased to reach a resolution with federal regulators.
"Apple Card is one of the most consumer-friendly credit cards that has ever been offered," spokesman Nick Carcaterra said. "We worked diligently to address certain technological and operational challenges that we experienced after launch and have already handled them with impacted customers.
An Apple spokesperson said the company disagrees with federal regulators' characterizations of its conduct but has "aligned with them on an agreement."
"Upon learning about these inadvertent issues years ago, Apple worked closely with Goldman Sachs to quickly address them and help impacted customers," the spokesperson said.
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Get to know nebbiolo, the grape behind some of Italy's best wines
One of the oldest Italian grapes, nebbiolo is behind sought-after barolo and barbaresco.
By Dave McIntyre | 2024-10-24

Nebbiolo clusters on the grounds of Barboursville Vineyards in Barboursville, Virginia. (Luca Paschina/Barboursville Vineyards)


Nebbiolo is arguably one of Italy's oldest and most celebrated wine grapes, giving us the famed wines of barolo and barbaresco from Piemonte, a land of mountain vistas and white truffles. Yet despite this acclaim, nebbiolo is a paradox: Unlike other major varieties such as cabernet sauvignon and chardonnay, which are grown throughout the winemaking world, nebbiolo has rarely ventured beyond its homeland.
Here are five things to know about nebbiolo.
Nebbiolo's home is Piemonte, in northwestern Italy, a steep region nestled by the Alps. Barolo -- the "King of Wines and Wine of Kings" -- and barbaresco, sometimes called the queen of Italian wines, are grown in vineyards around towns of those names. The broader area is called the Langhe, and produces delicious nebbiolo at more affordable prices than the more famous appellations. (The Langhe also produces wines from several other grape varieties, most notably the more affordable barbera, the most widely planted grape in Piemonte.)
Valtellina, in northern Lombardy near the Swiss border, is the other Italian region known for nebbiolo. Climate change is helping these wines ripen more consistently in that cool climate, and we have begun seeing more Valtellina Rosso imported into the United States.
Nebbiolo is often compared to pinot noir, and Piemonte to Bourgogne. Both grapes are noted for expressing flavors of specific terroirs, and Piemonte and Bourgogne share a monastic history of Benedictine influence. So like Bourgogne's Cote d'Or, the Barolo and Barbaresco zones in Piemonte have been carved into small, officially recognized appellations and sub-zones that can appear on the label. Nebbiolo is especially sensitive to differences in soil, elevation and microclimate. This helps raise prices, of course, as the wines are scarce and sought-after.
Both nebbiolo and pinot noir feature floral aromas and light-to-medium body, making them versatile with food. Piemonte and Bourgogne are also very food-centered regions -- think white truffles from Piemonte and Charolais beef and epoisses cheese from Bourgogne.

Because nebbiolo grapes are especially sensitive to differences in soil, elevation and microclimate, they have not conquered the world's vineyards -- but they have found a niche in the Mid-Atlantic. (Marco Bertorello/AFP/Getty Images)


Despite its renown, nebbiolo has not conquered the world's vineyards. While there are scattered plantings of nebbiolo in California, Washington state, Mexico and Australia, unlike other European grape varieties such as chardonnay, sauvignon blanc, cabernet sauvignon, pinot grigio and pinot noir, nebbiolo has never really flourished outside of Piemonte and Valtellina.
With one exception: Nebbiolo managed to carve a niche in the vineyards of the Mid-Atlantic.
Barboursville, Breaux, Glen Manor and Horton vineyards in Virginia, Big Cork in Maryland and Va La in Pennsylvania have had success with the grape. Pollak and King Family vineyards west of Charlottesville planted nebbiolo in the past few years, and other wineries are experimenting with it.
Luca Paschina, Barboursville's head winemaker and a native of Piemonte, planted just over an acre of nebbiolo in the late 1990s. Over several years he saw nebbiolo performing well in the vineyard and the wine improving in the bottle, so he planted more. The grapes have a waxy coating -- a bloom of yeasts -- that protects them from moisture in Virginia's humid climate, he said. (The name nebbiolo is possibly a reference to fog, or that coating on the grapes.)
Jeff White planted nebbiolo at his Glen Manor Vineyards in 2017 in part because of climate change. "I've been looking for varieties that thrive in warm climates and retain acidity without getting too high in sugar," he told me in an email. "I have not been disappointed. So far the only problem is its early bud break, so it's prone to spring frost."
"Selling the wine is challenging, because people want big wines that have lots of color, and nebbiolo doesn't," said Dave Collins, winemaker at Maryland's Big Cork Vineyards. Collins first dealt with nebbiolo at Breaux Vineyards in Virginia, when owner Paul Breaux returned from a trip to Italy in the mid-1990s and told him to plant some. He has about an acre planted at Big Cork, where it is overshadowed by the more popular and darker-colored cabernet franc.
Nebbiolo is one of the world's oldest wine grapes, with the earliest known references in literature dating to the 1260s. So let's just say it's not in a hurry. The high acid and strong tannins give the wine an intense structure that makes it extremely age-worthy and traditionally very difficult to drink when young. Modern winemaking techniques help soften the wine and make it accessible closer to the vintage year, but it still rewards decanting several hours before you plan to drink it. Nebbiolo also rewards your patience -- consume it over a period of a few days and it will continue to reveal new flavors and nuances.
Nebbiolo tastes like ... the world itself.  When it is poured into a glass, you will first notice the color. Nebbiolo has a brickish hue that suggests age. Swirl your glass and take a whiff -- be alert for aromas of rose petals, violets, earth and autumn leaves. On your palate, once you're past the tart and astringent first impression from the acid and tannin, you'll find texture akin to pinot noir and flavors suggesting soy sauce, mushrooms, cranberries, espresso and chocolate.
Here are some nebbiolo producers I've recommended in previous columns. From Piemonte: Boniperti Vignaioli, Luca Bosio, Coppo, Dacapo, Fratelli Rabino, G.D. Vajra, Giuseppe Cortese, Massimo Rivetti, Massucco, Silvio Grasso, Taliano Michele, Tenute Cisa Asinari dei Marchesi di Gresy. From Valtellina: Balgera, Nera.

FROM LEFT: Kirkland Barolo 2020; Barboursville Vineyards Nebbiolo Reserve 2020; Rainoldi San Gregorio Rosso di Valtellina Nebbiolo 2020. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post)


And here are three nebbiolos I've enjoyed recently.
GREAT VALUE
Kirkland Barolo 2020
Piemonte, Italy, $20
Barolo typically costs $50-$100 in the U.S. market, depending on site, producer and cachet from critics' ratings. I recently recommended a "bargain" barolo at $35. This Costco exclusive from the Kirkland label clocks in at an astonishing $20, especially considering it's a DOCG, the top rank of the appellation. The color is garnet, showing the brick tinge nebbiolo is known for. The aromas and flavors are earthy, mushroomy "forest floor" -- and the finish lingers. Alcohol by volume: 14 percent. Bottle weight: 560 grams (Average).
Imported and distributed by Costco.
Barboursville Vineyards Nebbiolo Reserve 2020
Virginia, $40
This wine glides across the palate like silk. Aromas of rose petals on the brink of falling off the stem, Montmorency cherries and cocoa yield to flavors of porcini and candied plums. This wine was tart when I opened it, but it softened after about two hours and reached its peak about 24 hours after I pulled the cork. A day after that, it was still going strong. All this bodes well for the wine's ageability. ABV: 13 percent. BW: 620 grams (Average).
Distributed locally by Winebow and Broadbent Selections.
Rainoldi San Gregorio Rosso di Valtellina Nebbiolo 2020
Valtellina, Italy, $30
Lean and crisp, this wine exhibits the sharp acidity and texture oenogeeks describe as "crunchy." Flavors are tart raspberry and cherry, with notes of violet and wild herbs. I recommend opening this at least an hour before you want to drink it. ABV: 12 percent. BW: 455 grams (Light).
Imported and distributed locally by Banville Wine Merchants.
Prices are approximate. For availability, check Wine.com, Wine-searcher.com and the websites and social media feeds of the wineries, importers, distributors, and your favorite local wine store. You can also ask your local retailer to order wines from the distributors listed. Bottle weight is included, because this is the single most important contributor to wine's carbon footprint. Have wine questions for Dave McIntyre? Send them to Food@washpost.com.
Legend
 Good: The wine delivers what it promises at a fair price. If it says chardonnay, it tastes like chardonnay.
 Excellent: A wine with character and added interest. May elevate your eyebrows at the first sip.
 Extraordinary: An exciting wine that stands out from others in its class. Fist-pumping, table-thumping good.
 Sublime: Otherworldly. May have you thinking, "So this is what they were talking about."
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Water fueled Asheville's flourishing breweries. Then it ravaged them.
Weeks after floods from Hurricane Helene, Asheville brewers are still assessing the damage and trying to help their community rebuild.
By Kate Bernot | 2024-10-24
Two weeks after Hurricane Helene destroyed most of his brewery, Jonathan Chassner sat on his back porch and sipped a warm coffee. He also had a lead on where to find a hot shower later that day. Both felt like a balm at a time when his family still didn't have running water -- potable or flushable -- at their Asheville, North Carolina, home.
Despite the small comforts, Chassner's thoughts drifted to beer, and to his ravaged business on the banks of the French Broad River. He founded Zillicoah Beer Company, located two miles northwest of downtown Asheville in Woodfin, North Carolina, with his brother, Jeremy Chassner, and partner Jonathan Parks in 2017. The three built much of it themselves, cutting concrete and finishing bathrooms. The work then turned to brewing beer, primarily lagers, on a relatively low-tech, hands-on system. The trio preferred it this way.

Beer bottles caked in mud sit among the debris outside the Zillicoah taproom. 



Zillicoah lost large steel tanks containing hundreds of gallons of beer. Only the tanks in the back of the brewery remain. 



Johnathan Chassner, a co-founder of Zillicoah Beer Company, sorts through debris. 


Chassner remembers precisely which beers were in his steel tanks when the storm hit: 465 gallons each of an applewood-smoked helles and a light, vibrant kellerpils. On Sept. 26, gallons and gallons of those beers merged with the same raging floodwaters that mangled the brewery's fences and swept away its entire interior. Asheville's water -- coveted for its pristine, soft qualities -- was the lifeblood of its celebrated brewing scene. With Helene, it became something Chassner could not have imagined: a destructive force. Two days later, when he was finally able to survey the damage from a high point 300 yards from the brewery, he struggled to recognize the scene in front of him.
"I thought, this is unbelievable," he said. "I am in disbelief. Things are just gone."
The significance of Hurricane Helene's damage to western North Carolina breweries emerges day by day, piece by piece. With cell service disrupted for weeks, initial news trickled out by word of mouth. Neighbors left notes for one another on pen and paper. Inspectors from the Federal Emergency Management Agency continue to conduct site evaluations.

Parks, left, and Chassner assess what is salvageable at Zillicoah, which sits on the banks of the French Broad River. 


Of the approximately 55 breweries in the greater Asheville area, four or five are likely to be declared total losses as a result of the storm. Seven miles southeast of Zillicoah in Asheville's Biltmore Industrial Area, New Origin Brewing was leveled by a Norfolk Southern railcar borne upon the floodwaters like a locomotive. Just down the block, Brewery Cursus Keme was reduced to planks and tangled wires. New Origin owner Dan Juhnke said his brewery is among several awaiting municipal planning department communication that will inform them whether they can rebuild on the floodplain. Even one of the city's largest breweries, the East Coast campus of New Belgium Brewing, remains closed and won't be able to fulfill beer orders for several weeks.
For a city of roughly 100,000 people, Asheville has an outsize reputation as one of the country's most dynamic beer cities. It's referred to as "Beer City U.S.A.," the result of its multiple wins in an annual poll conducted by celebrated brewer Charlie Papazian that began in 2009. The camaraderie and commitment of its brewers is what drew New Origin's co-founder and head brewer Daniel Juhnke there five years ago.
"If you're a really good chef and you want to hone your skills, you go to New York or San Francisco. For the brewing community, that's Asheville," Juhnke said.

Leah Wong Ashburn, chief executive of Highland Brewing in Asheville stands in the beer production room, which has been converted to a temporary collection site for donated supplies and other essentials for the surrounding community. 


Asheville's oldest brewery, Highland Brewing, is structurally intact, but it was without running water for more than two weeks. Like Chassner, Highland CEO Leah Wong Ashburn found her concept of water transformed by the storm. Her husband is an engineer and had previously conducted a study of the brewery's watershed, revealing the massive volume funneling into nearby Gashes Creek and the Swannanoa River. Despite this, Ashburn could not anticipate the devastation that these waterways could produce. Rivers were Asheville's navigational compass, its recreation corridors, its brewers' pride. The hurricane turned them into battering rams.
"It will change the face of the city," Ashburn said. "It's already changed."
The extent of that change has massive economic implications for Asheville. Ashburn's father, Oscar Wong, founded Highland in 1994. In this artsy, outdoorsy town at the forefront of the local food moment, dozens of other breweries followed. The thriving small brewery scene eventually attracted national brands, including New Belgium and Sierra Nevada Brewing Co., to open East Coast outposts in the region. Today, these breweries support an entire supply chain. Riverbend Malt opened in 2011 to turn grains from area farmers into malt for brewing; a quarter of its brewery clients are located in western North Carolina.

Doug Mostyn, an employee at Highland Brewing, uses a forklift to move donated supplies and help volunteers during community recovery efforts in Asheville. 



Sally Jones, a volunteer with Beloved Asheville, brings out supplies to offer to locals in need outside Highland Brewing. 



A tankard of potable water from Cleveland County outside Highland Brewing. 


Asheville breweries alone contributed just shy of $1 billion to the economy in 2019, the most recent year for which data is available from Riverbird Research, a division of the Asheville Area Chamber of Commerce. Much of this comes from beer-related tourism. About a quarter of the $3 billion that visitors spend in Asheville annually goes to food and beverage establishments, including breweries.
Ashburn calls tourism "essential" to maintaining business at Highland's 40-acre campus, which features a taproom, two wedding venues, a music stage, a disc golf course and five sand volleyball courts. Even without water to brew beer, Highland still kept some of its 105 employees working in the weeks after Helene. They cooked meals for each other and offered space, forklifts and logistical support to local nonprofits. One of these, Flush AVL, is a grassroots group formed in the wake of the storm to distribute and refill 250-gallon non-potable water totes to area residents. It's so far delivered more than 500 of the totes, enabling people to flush their toilets.
"My vision is that breweries will be really desirable places to go after all this," Ashburn said. "There may be fewer of them but ... I hope these are places people really want to patronize because they know how much we leaned in."
Highland turned a corner in mid-October, when plumbers were able to re-engineer the brewery's equipment to use water pumped in a tanker, rather than municipal water. The brewery is now paying tens of thousands of dollars to truck water in from a private source an hour's drive away. It's allowed Highland to run its packaging equipment and, soon, to turn its brewhouse back on. This downtime is especially painful during October, Asheville's busiest tourist month. Ashburn says that even as customers make it a point to support their local breweries, October sales have been half their normal level.
As the industry slowly picks up the pieces, brewery owners and beer enthusiasts are rallying behind those most affected. GoFundMe pages were established to help breweries like Zillicoah and New Origin rebuild, and other breweries have held their own fundraisers to benefit their neighbors. The North Carolina Craft Brewers Guild launched the Pouring for Neighbors initiative, allowing breweries nationwide to donate proceeds from a designated beer to relief efforts. (As of mid-October, 290 breweries had signed on.)

Much of Zillicoah's taproom was damaged, and tanks of beer were swept away when the French Broad River flooded to historic water levels. 


Asheville brewery DSSOLVR, mostly spared by the storm, spearheaded a collaboration IPA called Higher Calling, with net profits benefiting the North Carolina Craft Brewers Foundation. Burial Beer, another Asheville brewery, immediately opened its doors to neighbors in need of electricity, dry goods or a free meal.
Burial co-founders Doug and Jess Reiser said they felt eerie echoes during Helene. They lived in New Orleans when Hurricane Katrina hit and witnessed the way storms can reconfigure a city. They remember how breweries, artists and small businesses play a vital role in stitching it back together. Doug Reiser is moved by the way Chassner has been processing the destruction of Zillicoah, in part by playing guitar at friends' breweries. It reflects the city's artistic ethos, its tenacity and its fierce commitment to gathering around food and drink.
"That's what you're going to see here in this town. People are processing it emotionally and turning that from one art form to the next," Doug Reiser said. "This isn't only about business. It's about their higher purpose, and they're going to fight for that as long as they can."
Rather than pushing brewery owners out of Asheville, Helene -- or rather, their community's response to it -- has strengthened their resolve to stay. The Reisers say they've never been more committed to remaining in Asheville. Even the owners of Zillicoah and New Origin say they intend to rebuild there. Chassner is steadfast: His brewery, and many others in Asheville, are more than their buildings, more than their equipment, more than the beer itself. And the employees and customers who made Zillicoah what it was aren't going anywhere.
"The physical side of life is just that. It's just physical stuff. The minds and hearts and souls that created this place known as Beer City U.S.A. are still here," Chassner said. "You can't kill the soul of that."

Pallets of donated water, food and supplies fill a warehouse at Highland Brewing. 
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Skillet pork with kale and grapes leans sweet and sour the Italian way
Agrodolce kale with grapes and shallots goes well with lean, quick-cooking pork tenderloin.
By Daniela Galarza | 2024-10-24

Pork Tenderloin With Balsamic Kale and Grapes. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


This column comes from the Eat Voraciously newsletter. Sign up here to get one weeknight dinner recipe, tips for substitutions, techniques and more in your inbox Monday through Thursday.
On the other end of my block sits a tall, beige townhouse with a creaky door and windows dressed in lace. Two long planters flank its narrow entryway. They are filled, year-round, with edible vegetation. Most of it changes from season to season, but the kale -- curly on one side and Tuscan on the other -- is a constant. Every Thursday, someone picks a few handfuls, leaving the rest to flourish until the following week's harvest. One morning as I rounded the corner, a woman's voice called out, "?Quieres un poco?" ("Do you want some?")
Get the recipe: Pork Tenderloin With Balsamic Kale and Grapes

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


I took home 10 leaves of my neighbor's Tuscan kale, wrapped them in a tea towel and placed them in the crisper. Days went by. A week. Another week. Until one day I remembered with a start: the kale!
The forest green leaves were barely wilted when I pulled them out of the fridge. I washed each one, stripped out the thick ribs, gathered the tender, crinkled remains and sliced them into thin ribbons.
Tuscan kale is also labeled lacinato or dinosaur kale in the United States. But in Italy, where it probably originated, it's known as cavolo nero (black cabbage). It's a fantastic fall vegetable, hearty and complex. I think it's less bitter than curly kale, so I prefer it in both raw and cooked recipes.
I happened to have a pork tenderloin in the fridge, so I started there. If you eat meat and haven't tried this lean, inexpensive cut, now's the time. It cooks quickly and absorbs flavors easily, making it a go-to on busy weeknights. Nourish columnist Ellie Krieger agrees. Her new recipe pairs medallions of pork tenderloin with apples, spinach and curry.
With Tuscany on my mind, I pulled out a wide skillet, balsamic vinegar and garlic. First, I rubbed a mix of salt, pepper, dried oregano and fennel seeds onto the meat. I decided to sear it in garlic-infused olive oil. As it cooked, I prepped my other ingredients -- and turned the pork every few minutes until it was brown all the way around.
Finally, it was time for the kale. Those thin ribbons melted down in the garlicky oil with shallots and red grapes as the pork cooked through. The alliums and fruit were half of an attempt to channel the flavor of the Roman sauce known as agrodolce. ("Agro" means sour, and "dolce" means sweet.) With the sweetness added, I poured a few tablespoons of balsamic vinegar into the pan, where it sputtered before thickening into a glaze. I tasted a few pieces of kale. The shallots, which caramelized quickly thanks to the sugar in the grapes, added just the right amount of sweetness to complement the tang of the balsamic. As I served dinner, I made a note to thank my neighbor again for the kale.
Get the recipe: Pork Tenderloin With Balsamic Kale and Grapes
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Ask Sahaj: Mother-in-law talks to me like I'm 'the help'
Mother-in-law expects the letter writer to be her nurse and caretaker and "cries and complains" when she doesn't get her way.
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2024-10-24

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Dear Sahaj: My mother-in-law laments my not being accommodating to her needs culturally. I am a White woman married to her Eurasian son from Malaysia. My MIL is of Chinese descent. She has lived in this country for 55 years and reminds the family how to eat, live and breathe Malaysian food and culture. I have always been open-minded but lately she laments my not being her nurse and caretaker and not cooking Malaysian food for her.
She complains and cries when she doesn't get her way, and I feel anger at being manipulated by her cultural needs that I am not equipped to handle. My MIL treats her daughter like she's too good to do the "heavy lifting" in her care. I am the only one who is asked to cook, clean and provide nursing-type care. With her own kids, she always had nannies and cooks, etc. It was a caste system that she was accustomed to, and she talks to me in a very condescending manner, like "the help," when I don't do things right.
My MIL is wealthy (but acts vulnerable poor), has a tremendous pension and can easily pay for the things she needs. She has never cleaned her house or taken care of her own children.
Her laments have made me the "outlaw" in the family and extended family overseas. Is it normal for her to expect an American White woman to be her caretaker in this country? Her daughter is her medical power of attorney, but she thinks this means she can tell me how to take care of her mother. She has been difficult toward me, too, and I am trying to figure out boundaries so that I can be faithful to my love of her and her culture without compromising my own values and cultural expectations.
-- The Help
The Help: While "normal" is subjective, in Asian families, it is in fact normalized for children to become caretakers of their aging parents. But just because cultural differences are at play, doesn't mean they should be used as an excuse for bad behavior. You are being given this responsibility without -- it seems -- an explanation as to why it's on you or a level of intimacy with your MIL. That is unfair and frustrating.
You didn't mention your husband once, and it makes me wonder what his role has been and how he's been supportive to you or contributing to this dynamic. He should absolutely be an ally, a buffer and a mediator in this issue. Ask him for support. This may sound like: "I'm struggling to understand some of the cultural expectations your mom has of me. Can we discuss this?" You may collaboratively decide on standard responses to her, or he may want to talk to his mom and/or sister for you. Are you already making accommodations to your mother-in-law that aren't being appreciated? Does it bother you that you have to accommodate her at all? It's imperative that you and your husband get on the same page as a team, and explicitly discuss what your different cultural expectations are, if he expects them, too, and what you are or aren't willing to tolerate. If you and your husband struggle to have these conversations with each other, or his family, consider couples counseling to discuss this further.
What does it look like for you to show up in the relationship with care and love while also taking care of yourself? Making cultural accommodations for your MIL does not mean accepting hurtful behavior from her. Having grounding skills on hand or advocating for yourself in a kind but clear way can be helpful. For instance, when she talks to you like "the help," you might say, "I want to help you, but I don't appreciate being talked to like that." Or you may even discuss the cultural differences explicitly by saying something like, "I care about our relationship, but sometimes it feels like our cultural differences are coming out, and I just wanted to talk about it with you." These may open a larger conversation around what was "normal" for you, what is "normal" for her and how you can come to an understanding.
I can see that you have thought a lot about why your MIL is the way she is. It's simple: There are cultural and socioeconomic differences creating a chasm between the two of you. Instead of focusing on these differences, it will be important to find ways to bridge the divide. Validating her feelings does not mean you are agreeing with them, and it may sound like: "I know you miss [Malaysian dish or Malaysia] and things are different here." Or next time she makes you feel like you're not doing something right, you might say: "I am struggling to know what you really want from me right now?" This puts the onus back on her to manage her emotions and needs rather than you having to do something to quell them for her. If it feels too challenging to say something directly, consider indirect ways you can set boundaries, like how often you are around her -- especially alone -- or in what ways you engage in the relationship with her. You want to figure out how to have a relationship with your MIL while holding the uncomfortable truth that it may not be exactly what you want. I wonder: What would it mean to release yourself from having to meet her high standards and instead figure out what "doing enough" means to you (and your husband)?
Where empathy can help you resolve conflict, sympathy can help you create emotional distance and not take your MIL's behavior personally. It sounds to me like she's projecting unresolved feelings of living in a different culture. Instead of viewing her "lamenting" as manipulation, it could be helpful to see it for what it is: grief. This may help turn your anger into mere annoyance, and give you clearer answers on what you can control and want to do to deal with it.
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A scaredy-cat's guide to Universal's Halloween Horror Nights
Every fall, Universal Studios Orlando becomes a nighttime scare factory. We sent a self-professed wimp to brave it and review it.
By Olivia McCormack | 2024-10-24

Visitors inside the "Insidious: The Further" house at Halloween Horror Nights in Orlando. (Universal Orlando Resort)


It all began on a dark and spooky night just like tonight, a long time ago (1991), when Universal Studios Orlando launched a Halloween special event called Universal Studios Fright Nights. The next year it rebranded as Halloween Horror Nights. The rest is haunted history.
Now, each fall, Universal becomes a scare factory. Patrons get to roam the park after dark, ride select attractions and explore 10 haunted houses. It's a full spooky experience, and so, last month, I took on a task for all of us who do not enjoy being scared or being left out: crafting a scaredy-cat's guide to HHN.
My qualifications are that I love Halloween and watching horror movies from the safety of my couch but hate haunted houses. Before this adventure, I had been to two haunted attractions: Field of Screams in Pennsylvania, where I incurred a large bruise from running into a wall with my eyes closed, and Fright at the Fort in Maine, where I spent the entire experience with my face in my friend's hair and pulled something in my neck.
In summary, I am a wimp.
Even the most fright-averse among us can enjoy what Halloween Horror Nights has to offer. The biggest draws for those not looking to enter the houses are shortened ride times -- I basically walked onto "Revenge of the Mummy" -- and themed food like mini Stay-Puft s'mores. With fewer people in the park, it's also nice just to take in the haunted atmosphere, but be warned: There are five "scare zones" where actors will jump out at you.

Halloween Horror Nights, running this year from late August to Nov. 3, features "scare zones" around the park. (Universal Orlando Resort)


For you, though, I wanted to do more than wander about: I wanted to brave Universal's most popular haunted houses (according to my internet research) and live to tell you the tale. Here's how the night went.
This was the first house I entered, right after my 6:30 p.m. arrival. It looked the least scary, so I was hoping it would give me confidence to get through the rest of the evening. The line took around 35 minutes, well short of the regular 60-plus.
The house was based on a new Ghostbusters movie I had not seen, and the main villain was a horned creature named Garraka who just kind of stared you down with his glowing eyes. It was the right house to start with. I did not scream once and saw multiple children in line. There were minimal jump scares, most of the people popping out to scare you were actors dressed up like heroes from the film, and it was nostalgic to see the proton packs and some familiar foes.
Plus, the air conditioning in the house was very refreshing in the humid Florida heat.

(Illustrations by The Washington Post; iStock)


After an hour-long wait, this house shivered my timbers. I was feeling confident after the Ghostbusters house, and I was wrong to feel that way. This one featured the scary monsters from the first two Quiet Place films, and I had a terrible idea: to pretend I was in the Quiet Place cinematic universe and not make a sound.
Monsters were jumping out all the time, from around corners, from THE WALLS. They had very scary faces, and then there were actors engaging in super loud activities that caused the monsters to find us. One of the scare actors was holding a pretend crying baby, and I had a split second where I thought I was going to have to help this baby in this haunted house.
I kept ducking, I guess in the hopes that the monsters wouldn't find me? I'm not sure what was going on there, but this house was too immersive.





Anck-Su-Namun in the "Universal Monsters: Eternal Bloodlines" house. (Universal Orlando Resort) 


The line was scarier than this attraction -- another 45-plus-minute wait that left my feet aching and me wishing I had the funds to procure an express pass (starting at $189.99, on top of your regular ticket price) that lets you skip each line once.
Finally, though, I got inside and encountered the house with the most coherent plot and best-developed characters in the park. You follow along as the daughter of Abraham Van Helsing and the Bride of Frankenstein fight with Dracula's daughter and other Universal spooky ladies.
I did jump from a few scare actors, but I mostly was just impressed by the costume design and mask for Anck-Su-Namun from "The Mummy" and Saskia Van Helsing's story.





One of the rudest parts about the Red Face Demon (pictured) is that he didn't wear pants. (Universal Orlando Resort)


I saved the worst for last, after I heard all this hubbub online about how this house was going to be the scariest place I ever went in. The heavily hyped house is inhabited by demonic creatures from the Insidious horror movies who torment you with their weird faces and creepy hiding places until you make your escape.
This house did not really scare me.
Now, this could be because I was sandwiched between two groups of loud, scareable teens. It could be because I was so tired from the night that I kept thinking, "If I get possessed by a demon, at least I won't have to walk anymore." Or it could be because the crew of teen girls behind me asked whether they could hold on to my shoulders so it would be less scary. As an older sister, I took the task very seriously.
Look! It was terrifying, and the monsters were creepy, and the house smelled like garbage, but it just didn't work for me. I would rather go back into the Insidious house than the Quiet Place-themed one, but really, I would prefer not to enter another haunted house ever again
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Miss Manners: Does this count as cutting the line?
What is the correct etiquette when standing in line at the post office?
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2024-10-24
Dear Miss Manners: Please help me with line etiquette when faced with the following scenario.
Person A enters the post office and gets behind five people in line. There is a group at the table, fussing with packages (addressing, taping, stuffing boxes, etc.). Person A finally makes it to the head of the line, but when "Next!" is called, Person B, who was packing, cuts in front. Then, one by one, Persons C, D, etc., also cut, stating they've "already been through the line."
I can see both positions. Person A would say, "I'm 100 percent ready, and you weren't. You already received service, and now it's my turn." Persons B, C, etc. would say, "I've already put in my time and waited in line just like you. I'm ready now, and it's not reasonable to make me wait again."
Which is correct?
The choice of vendor in your example suggests that your experience matches Miss Manners' own -- namely, that the post office is the last remaining business not to have noticed that by ambiguously placing their tables inside the line stanchions, they are causing fistfights in the lobby.
The irrational, but accepted, convention of lines is that it may advance at any pace -- and that everyone in it is therefore prepared. This puts Persons B, C and D in the wrong for shoving their way to the front.
It does not, however, deputize Person A to be rude. An alert Person A may therefore wish to stand in such a way as to make advancement from the table difficult. Otherwise, the best they will be able to do is to say, "Excuse me, I believe I was ahead of you."
Dear Miss Manners: We enjoy a long-standing friendship with another couple, occasionally including dinners at each other's homes. These friends are foodies who enjoy cooking: Meals at their house often include elaborate homemade dishes expertly paired with wines.
In contrast, I am an unaccomplished and unenthusiastic cook. The dinners I prepare are tasty but basic, sometimes incorporating prepackaged vegetable dishes, sauces and salads. Our choice of wine tends to be uninspired, as well, because neither my husband nor I imbibe, other than a social glass or two with friends.
Our friends would never dream of saying anything; after all, the point of these evenings is to spend time together, not to reciprocate social obligations. That being said, should my husband and I be stepping up our dinner/wine game?
Certainly it could not hurt. But since you have made it clear that you have no interest, it is not a requirement.
What is a requirement, Miss Manners will remind you, is not to dwell on this deficiency whilst your more enthusiastic friends go to their customary trouble. Your disparaging yourself, while they have spent time and energy trying to please you, is not as charming as one might think.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2024 Judith Martin
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Carolyn Hax: Okay to ask parents not to retire to a state now 'hostile' to many?
A daughter worries her parents will retire to a Southern state that has become a "hostile place for lots of people."
By Carolyn Hax | 2024-10-24

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Adapted from an online discussion.
Dear Carolyn: My parents live near me and my family, but they are tired of the unpredictable winters and have started talking about moving to a certain popular Southern destination for retirees. I hate this decision for many reasons, foremost being they'll be far away, but also that particular state is undergoing a number of changes that make it an inhospitable/hostile place for lots of people. I would not be comfortable visiting them there for an extended period, especially not as a woman, or if my kids turned out to be gay, trans, etc. I want to talk them out of the move but realize it is not my right; however, I think they would reconsider if I told them we need them to stay nearby. What to do?
-- Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania: Just speak to them with your facts. "I realize it is not my right to impose myself on where you decide to live. However, I also know I won't be comfortable visiting some states that have undergone certain recent changes. Is this something you want to know about? I am also comfortable handling this on my own."
The distance is a separate thing, also worth letting them know in general terms so they can decide for themselves how much to factor it in: "I also don't want you to move far away, selfishly, but I understand the appeal of a warmer climate and will not try to guilt-trip you out of it."
An alternate approach is just to say you know this is their decision, and you'll stay 100 percent out of it if they prefer -- but if they are factoring in the rest of the family and how much they plan to visit, etc., then you're happy to talk about it with them.
In other words, you can approach them on the top layer only and let them decide how deeply they bring you into it.
Re: Southern state: I live in one of those states that is popular with retirees and is passing inhospitable legislation. A lot of us here are appalled by what is going on and working to reverse it, even among people who always vote with the party that is passing it. Also, people who don't vote the way I do have cared for me, my parents and my kids and have done so compassionately.
-- Appalled
Appalled: I don't think there's any question there are good people in these states doing horrible legislative things. Of course there are. A decision not to feed these governments with travel dollars is just one way to say these actions are unacceptable.
Re: Southern state: Telling someone you won't visit them because you don't like the politics is at its core emotional blackmail.
-- Anonymous
Anonymous: It might be if you said, "If you move there, we're through." But I didn't suggest that. I am advising emotional pragmatism: "If you are factoring in family visits as you plan your move, then please know that, as a matter of principle -- no reflection on you -- I won't spend time in that state until X and Y laws are repealed." For parents still deciding, this is very good information to know.
After they move, there is not the ideal time to update them on a boycott.
Anyone concerned about wielding too much of a guilt cudgel can ask, as I said, how much input the relocating couple would like from family. It doesn't matter who's right or who agrees; each person in this family is deciding what each person has standing to decide.
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Asking Eric: Friend holding 10-year grudge over Easter dinner
Friend tells letter writer about a rotating dinner party they are explicitly excluded from joining.
By R. Eric  Thomas | 2024-10-24
Dear Eric: I tend not to tell people they hurt my feelings because it seems rude to critique. I am now in a situation that seems like a dealbreaker.
A few weeks ago, I had lunch with a person I consider to be a very good friend. This is someone I see a few times each month and with whom I have traveled. My friend was very excited about a new gourmet group they were forming -- a rotating dinner party. I told my friend that the idea seemed fun, and I was interested.
The next time we met up, my friend raised the subject of the group once again. I was shocked and upset when I was told in a roundabout way that I would not be included. My friend said, "I am going to be very selective about who I include because there are some people who seem to think parties are 'the more the merrier' and that is not the cultured event I want to host. The time you asked me to include your mother at Easter, my table was at its max capacity and crowded."
I was shocked: My request was 10 years ago and was cheerfully accommodated. I would have stayed home with my mother had I been rebuffed. To have this held as a trespass on my part is very upsetting. Of course, I no longer wish to be considered for this "elite" group. Do I have a choice other than confronting this rudeness or abandoning the friendship? I can't see one.
-- Insulted Friend
Friend: From where I'm sitting, this "very good friend" seems like a bit of a jerk. First of all, bringing up a party that you're not going to be invited to? Twice? Secondly, holding on to a resentment about an overcrowded Easter table from a decade ago? I just don't think so. One of the defining characteristics of the religious dinners and suppers celebrated around this time of year is a big, full table (and sometimes an Italian master painting the whole thing).
I see pettiness all over this and I don't like it. But I don't need to like it because this isn't my friendship, it's yours. So, you have to decide if your friendship is worth saving by speaking up or if you'd rather cut your losses and move on. If this person is, as you write, a very good friend, they should be able to listen when you tell them they hurt your feelings and they should be eager to make things right.
It's important to note that telling people that they've hurt your feelings isn't critique, it's clear communication. It helps people be better friends to you. It is not always comfortable to do, but without communication, our friendships can become overrun by resentments. So, I'd encourage you to speak up, in this instance and any others down the line.
Dear Eric: I'm a 50-something woman living with my lovely (male) partner: we've been together for more than 15 years but never married. I had a first marriage to my teenage sweetheart which ended in divorce, something that was not only deeply painful to me but also to my conservative religious family. Mine was only the second divorce in our family.
I have kept my ex-husband's surname as it was under that name that I established my career. I don't think of it as his name but as mine: it's a fairly common name so people have no reason to associate it with my ex. (e.g., if my parents & brother are the Browns, my partner is Mr. Gray and I'm Ms. Green.)
When my mother or brother write to me, they address the letters to Mrs. Green. I have not been Mrs. Green at home for more than 20 years and was always Ms. Green at work. I am not Mrs. Green. I am Ms. Green. Mostly it doesn't bother me, I think that's just them. And I don't know how to raise it with them without opening old wounds. Do I continue to suck it up or do I say something. If so, what?
-- Near Ms.
Near Ms.: Even though your family took your divorce hard, I'm confident they can handle removing the "r" in your salutation without too much crisis. It's an ink saver! A time hack! It frees up more Rs for people like me to use as first initials. And, most importantly, it's your actual name.
Tell them you noticed the Mrs. on their last missive and that you missed the Ms. "I use Ms. instead of Mrs.; would you update your address book?" Hopefully, a gentle reminder will change the way they're greeting you. If it doesn't, they're likely trying to send a message that you can feel free to return to sender.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Husband refuses to clean up after himself. Hax readers give advice.
Her husband says he "just forgets" to pick up after himself every day, and she's tired of asking him to clean.
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2024-10-23

Carolyn Hax. (Washington Post illustration)


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: Every morning my husband feeds our baby, and every morning he leaves the high chair dirty. It is not just this, there are several other instances where I have to clean up after him. For example, when he changes our kids, he'll throw their old clothes aside for me to fold later. When he gives them a bath, he'll leave their towels out for me to put away. And when he feeds them, he'll leave their plates on the counter for me to clean up and put away.
I've repeatedly asked him to clean these things up and expressed that I find it disrespectful that he leaves them for me. He says he just forgets. But it's every day. He also says he doesn't clean up because he wants to maximize his time with our kids.
I am a stay-at-home mom (we have a toddler and baby), and he works. I don't know what to do to get him to clean up after himself. We've talked about it so many times, but it doesn't get done, and I'm seen as the nagging wife. What should I do?
-- Just Do It
Just Do It: "Stay-at-home mom" does not mean you're the maid. Give your husband a menu of options to choose from: 1. He hires someone to do it, and the moneys come out of his personal budget. 2. He designates a spot for all the dirty stuff left behind until he has the opportunity to deal with it. 3. He swaps a chore that you detest and takes about the same amount of time per week. 4. Counseling to figure out why he's treating you like a hotel maid instead of his wife and the mother of his children.
If he refuses to pick or to act on his choice, after a reasonable amount of time, then you choose between hiring someone, boxing up the dirty stuff or going into counseling to figure out why you're married to someone who treats you this way -- and doesn't want you to nag him about it.
-- Options
Just Do It: It might help to reframe this interaction. Your husband is not leaving the clothes out for you to put away. He's leaving them out because he doesn't prioritize putting them away right then. My guess is he has a higher tolerance for messiness than you do and probably does "forget" or simply tunes out the mess he leaves behind. He is not disrespecting you; he is moving through daily life with a different focus and different set of priorities.
This doesn't mean it's not annoying to the person who moves behind him cleaning up his mess, but please try to change your perspective to stop talking it personally. If the issue is that your husband is not adequately sharing the burden of child care and household chores, then perhaps you need to address that; you could add some tasks to offset the time you spend cleaning up after him. But if he does contribute fairly to the family, then perhaps you can develop greater tolerance for these habits by knowing they are annoying but not personal.
-- Reframe
Just Do It: In my house we called this "closing the task." Oftentimes the main task (bathe kids, feed kids) is the focus, and the smaller tasks wrapped up inside that task (picking up the wet towels, putting bath toys away, wiping down high chairs) are forgotten. The kids are fed and clothed! But there's still a mess to clean up, and that mental and physical labor will cause tension and resentment if not addressed. You need to have that discussion.
If he's going to do these tasks, then he needs to do the whole task -- not just the fun parts.
-- Jez_ski
Just Do It: No amount of nagging is going to change his habits if he believes his "home time" with his family is limited to only certain kinds of work. The deeper issue, I think, is what he believes about his time at home -- and what you believe about it. Exploring this is a more likely path to some solutions.
You've explained to your husband what his actions mean to you: that he doesn't respect you. What does he think his actions mean? That cleaning up after the children is not his to do? Perhaps, the "I forgot" or his just not thinking about cleanup reflects his upbringing or lack of skills? Or it could be that, setting parenting aside, he sees a clear division of labor: He takes care of the "outside" (job, lawn, cars, etc.) and you take care of the "inside" (house cleaning, laundry, etc.).
One of the things I've learned from a years-long marriage is that starting a conversation about a problem requires listening. You have to pledge to be curious, to say "tell me about this" and mean it, and often, to sit a bit with what your partner has said, expecting the same from him. Then when you both come back to the discussion, you find you're more understanding of what is going on, making the next step -- or next conversation -- start from a place of empathy, rather than anger and frustration.
A toddler and a baby are surely keeping you both feeling frazzled and tired. The last thing you may want to do when you have a moment alone with your husband is launch a conversation that explores why he doesn't clean up. But as you've observed in your own children: Behavior is learned. Uncovering what's at the core of your husband's behavior will be time well spent.
-- Francie F Bolter
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/advice/2024/10/23/carolyn-hax-husband-clean-refuses/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Cooking chat: Is iodized salt needed in your diet?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2024-10-23

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Nicola Justine Davis for The Washington Post)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen  shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Stanley Tucci wants to cook for you
Actor Stanley Tucci has built a culinary identity one project at a time, from "Big Night" to "Searching for Italy," social media virality and a cookware line.
By Timothy Bella | 2024-10-23

(Jon Stich for The Washington Post) 


Stanley Tucci was trying to do too much.
He was cooking dinner for a friend, and he should have just made a cod with rice or potatoes. Instead, Tucci had to add pasta. How could he not? It was fresh pasta he had bought at the farmers market, so how could he not cook it with some onions, leeks, asparagus, green beans, butter and cheese to make something delicious? This should work.
It didn't work. The pasta didn't come together for reasons he can't explain, which resulted in overcooked fish. His mistakes upended the meal so much that he's still thinking the next day about what might have been, if he had only edited himself.
"It was ... ehhh ... It wasn't good," Tucci says in a Zoom interview.
He prides himself on simplicity -- cooking a few beautiful ingredients into a craveable dish to be enjoyed by good company -- and he got away from the core tenet of his culinary aesthetic, which, as it turns out, a lot of people enjoy. In the past four years, the decorated character actor -- a steady presence in films, TV and theater for more than 40 years -- has turned into one of the world's most likable brands in all things food and drink. He's got the Emmy-winning travel and food show, the best-selling memoir, "Taste: My Life Through Food," the cookware line sold by Williams Sonoma that is a love letter to the pots and pans his mother used in the 1960s and '70s. And that's not mentioning how a viral video of him mixing a negroni during the pandemic morphed him into a sex symbol and accidental thirst trap.
So when he and his wife, Felicity Blunt, have people over for dinner at their home in London, Tucci, an enthusiastic home cook with no formal training, says his food-world fame doesn't make him nervous to cook for their friends. Instead, anything that resembles nerves stems from the need to please.
"I want them to be satisfied," says Tucci, 63. "But you're just nervous because you want people to be happy, you want them to have a good time, and you want to live up to your reputation.
"A lot of times, I don't."
Tucci expands on his love of food and life in his new book, "What I Ate in One Year [and related thoughts]," published this month by Gallery Books. He's also still doing that acting thing, starring in "Conclave," the upcoming psychological thriller directed by Edward Berger about the Vatican politics behind electing a new pope. Google "Stanley Tucci" these days, and you're likely to find articles not about his memorable roles in such films as "The Devil Wears Prada," "Julie & Julia" or "Spotlight" but rather how you can eat like him, how you can clean a cutting board like him, or how his favorite pasta brand should be your favorite pasta brand. His increased profile in the culinary world in recent years has been anchored by CNN's "Stanley Tucci: Searching for Italy," which won consecutive Emmy Awards for outstanding hosted nonfiction series. The show was canceled after two seasons because of cost-cutting measures at Warner Bros. Discovery, but Tucci has filmed 10 episodes for "Tucci: The Heart of Italy," a new show for National Geographic with the same premise. When the series will premiere remains unclear.
Blunt, who has been married to Tucci since 2012, says food and figuring out what to cook together has been "part of the tapestry of how we connect and has always been the bedrock of our lives."
"He takes such delight in food and drink, and he does have a very specific aesthetic, which really works for people," says Blunt, a literary agent at Curtis Brown. "He is really interested and fascinated by people and particularly interested in their connection to food and each other, and it's a beautiful way to connect."
The excitement happens among strangers, too. Actor John Lithgow remembers how he and "Conclave" co-star Ralph Fiennes were completely ignored one night when they were picking up a bottle or two at a wine shop. Why? Because Tucci was buying eight bottles, and "everybody was so excited that Stanley was in that wine shop."
"When we would stop off at literally any grocery store, Stanley would pick up a few vegetables and a couple bottles of wine, and it was like I was working with a Beatle," Lithgow says. "Everybody was so crazy to impress Stanley Tucci. You go to a restaurant with him, and all the waiters and hosts are so damn nervous. And he just absorbed all this with the most wonderful humor and grace."
All of it is still a bit strange for Tucci, who has faced his share of loss and uncertainty in the past 15 years. His first wife, Kate, died of breast cancer in 2009, and in 2018, Tucci was diagnosed with oral cancer that had him struggling to eat or taste. The events made Tucci, who has gone six years without any sign of the disease, realize that food has played a profound role in everything he's done in his life -- and how he wanted to be around to share it with his loved ones and the world.
"I couldn't imagine going through the rest of my life not doing what I wanted to do, which was my work and spending convivial time with the people I love," Tucci says. "I was going to do everything I absolutely could."

Ralph Fiennes, left, and Tucci in a scene from "Conclave." (Focus Features/AP)



Tucci at the U.K. premiere of Disney's "The Little Mermaid" in London in 2023. (Kate Green/Getty Images for Disney)


When Tucci was 13 and growing up in Katonah, N.Y., he thought his grandmother was "mad" for skinning a squirrel on the back porch. As he documented in "Taste," his grandmother shot him a telling look. He was the mad one, not her. Why wouldn't she be skinning a squirrel that her neighbor had given her? Tucci never ate the squirrel, but the exchange changed his outlook on food and life for good.
"With one look, she taught me this is the way life works," Tucci says. "That's an animal I need to eat. Somebody killed the animal for me and now I'm going to cook it. She looked at me as if to say, 'And the problem would be what?' And you go, 'That makes sense.'"
Food and family were always at the center of his life, and they would seep into his acting career. In the 1996 film "Big Night," Tucci, who was making his directorial debut while also co-writing and starring in the comedy, asked to shadow chef Gianni Scappin to prepare for the role as an Italian immigrant trying to save a failing Jersey Shore restaurant. Tucci, whose character was the maitre d', spent two weeks with Scappin, making pasta, learning how to make a frittata and getting down the mannerisms for how a chef would properly wipe their hands clean.
"Stanley was nobody, I didn't know who he was," says Scappin, co-owner of several restaurants in Upstate New York. "They asked if he could come into the kitchen to spend some time with me. My first question was, 'Is this for free?'"

Samuel L. Jackson, center, with Tucci, left, and Joseph Tropiano at the 1997 Independent Spirit Awards, where they won best first screenplay for "Big Night." (E.J. Flynn/AP)



Tucci with his Williams Sonoma cookware. (Williams Sonoma/Business Wire/AP)


As Tucci's acting career progressed, so did his love of food and drink; he hosted a short-lived wine show on PBS and published cookbooks in 2012 and 2014. When he was getting treated for cancer, he couldn't speak or swallow, and he feared that his taste would be gone for good. During this time, he and Blunt, who had just had their second child together, were watching many World War II documentaries and food shows together. They had a purpose.
"One was about how life can be terrible, but you can survive. And the other was like, one day, you will eat again, and you will reengage in this," Blunt says. "That was a really lonely time, but I think some of the strength you have from family and knowing you have young kids and children who lost a parent to cancer, it was a necessity that you have to be able to get up and carry on because they all really need you."
The CNN show changed the trajectory of his career, especially at a time in early 2021 when the series transported people unable to travel because of covid to a weekly hangout with Tucci in Italy. His rise has led to inevitable comparisons to the late Anthony Bourdain, the decorated chef whose CNN series, "Anthony Bourdain: Parts Unknown," helped the genre of food and travel shows explode by exploring the deeper connection between cultures and cuisine. In the years since Bourdain's death by suicide in 2018, some fans have been searching for the person or people to help fill the void. Padma Lakshmi and her Hulu show, "Taste the Nation," have helped satiate that appetite, but others have looked to Tucci.
Tucci is asked the Bourdain question often nowadays. The answer is the same: He does not want that. Not at all.
"I'm not Anthony. He knew more about food of the world than I will ever know," Tucci says. "He changed the way we see food, which means he changed the way we see the world. And if I can play a small role in that, then that's great. But I hardly think I'm the next Bourdain."
While Tucci has largely enjoyed critical success in his second act as a culinary guide on TV -- the Guardian once noted that "the actor's so charming that you risk becoming pregnant through the screen" -- others have argued that it "is a good show, but not quite a great one" and that its culinary discoveries are nothing new.
"The whole point of the show, to me, was to tell the history of Italy through its food. And that food is very complicated because Italy is very complicated," Tucci says. "How can you not tell that story? You're telling people's personal stories as they relate to where they live. I want it to look good, but I never want it to be food porn."
The mention of "food porn" is a reminder to not ask Tucci whether he's interested in competing in a cooking competition that has dominated food TV over the years or judging one of them.
"I hate competitions. I hate them," he says. "I like them if you're playing a soccer match or if you're playing tennis. That's a competition. But I can't say if that guy's food is good. It is like a painting in that they're all different. Some of them aren't good, but some of them are. ... I can make a Bolognese in one day and it's good, and I can make it the next time and it's f---ing awful, right?"
This happens regularly with Tucci, who remembers the disgusting food he's had on airplanes, or at press junkets, or the meals he misfires on almost as much as he does  the incredible ones. All his bad meals are documented in his new book, but he never names the restaurants. Blunt says that since "Searching for Italy," restaurants are keen for Tucci's feedback, knowing his reputation is now so closely aligned to the culinary world.
"It's part of life," he tells me. "Not everything is going to be good."

Tucci banters with photographers backstage after winning an Emmy for his guest performance in "Monk" in 2007. (Chris Pizzello/AP)



Tucci eats lunch in New York City in 2003. (Mark Mainz/Getty Images)


Actor Sam Rockwell wanted to come early to a dinner party at Tucci's last October and to bring a mutual friend and his wife, who were not originally invited. Risotto was on the menu, and the new guests were vegan, meaning the chicken stock Tucci and Blunt made for the dish was not enough. They needed to also make a vegetable stock and cook two pots of risotto simultaneously.
The kitchen was a mess, their two kids hadn't taken a bath yet, and Tucci suggested with an expletive that Rockwell, his friend of more than 30 years, stay at a bar until it was time for the dinner party. Tucci likes things to be close to perfect when guests arrive. "It's so rude and uncouth to do that to a man like Stanley Tucci, who was making this beautiful dinner," Rockwell says, laughing. "He broke my balls for such a long time about it, and I deserved it.
"But they don't make guys like Stanley anymore."
Tucci, dressed casually in a black T-shirt, is taking a break from filming the second season of the Amazon Prime series "Citadel" to do press for the book and "Conclave." He still can't believe both he and his wife forgot their anniversary, which they ended up celebrating by making soup.
He knows he's doing a lot in his life right now, but that's how Tucci wants it to be. He jokes that he's often torn about what to do at this part of his life, split between just wanting to solve crossword puzzles all day and wanting to create TV, film and food projects, as much as he can before he dies or becomes too old to be able to physically do them.
Tucci also wants to keep it simple. To that end, he thinks about all his stresses and all the complicated ways to cook and present food -- and how none of it matters whenever he sees how much joy his daughter Millie gets when he makes her a bowl of pasta with butter and cheese.
"It laughs in the face of life's complexities," he says.
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This skillet pork with apples is loaded with flavor and nutrition
Gently wilted spinach and a creamy curry-spiked coconut-milk sauce make this one-pan dinner a colorful delight.
By Ellie Krieger | 2024-10-23

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


With life as hectic as it is, it's easy to get stuck in a rut with the same shopping list and a handful of go-to dishes week to week. But enjoying more variety not only makes life more interesting, it is a good idea nutritionally.
Every food has a unique nutrient profile, so eating a wide assortment helps ensure we get the full spectrum of what we need. Two intuitive, and inherently tasty, ways to achieve this are to eat with the seasons and to enjoy a diverse array of colorful ingredients.
Get the recipe: Skillet Pork With Apples, Spinach and Curry

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


This recipe is a prime example of how this approach can come together in the fall. It centers on apples, which are at their peak in autumn, and pair well with pork. Medallions of lean tenderloin are browned in a skillet, then onion is added, forming an aromatic base, which softens as it cooks and releases the flavorful browned bits from the pan. A sprinkle of yellow curry powder imbues the dish with fragrance, golden color and powerful antioxidants. Creamy, rich coconut milk forms the base of the sauce, which gently cooks sliced apples until tender and takes on their autumnal flavor. The pork is then returned to the pan, along with a handful of baby spinach, which adds ribbons of green, leafy goodness.
Served over rice -- or any cooked grain you like -- and topped with toasted cashews for texture and crunch, it's a nourishing, weeknight-friendly meal with sumptuous flavors and colors.
I can't think of a better path to break out of a tired pattern and experience the pleasures of variety.
Get the recipe: Skillet Pork With Apples, Spinach and Curry




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/food/2024/10/23/skillet-pork-apples-spinach-curry-coconut/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Lifestyle
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Commanders
          
        

      

      Entertainment

      The latest news on entertainments and arts from The Washington Post. Breaking news and in-depth coverage of movies, music, tv, art, theater and video games.


      
        The 43 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
        Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Vanessa Larson, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly

        Celebrate Dia de los Muertos at a pair of Smithsonian museums, find the perfect pumpkin at a fall fest or groove at the Home Rule Music Festival.

      

      
        The best college art museums in America
        Philip Kennicott, Sebastian Smee

        The Post's art critics pick their favorite museums affiliated with colleges and universities across the U.S.

      

      
        The best small art museums in America
        Philip Kennicott, Sebastian Smee

        The Post's art critics pick their favorite 10 smaller museums dotted across the country.

      

      
        The 20 best art museums in America
        Philip Kennicott, Sebastian Smee

        The Post's art critics rank the best art museums in the United States, based on the breadth and depth of their art collections and exhibitions.

      

      
        'Conclave' is a Vatican melodrama with mass appeal
        Ty Burr

        Ralph Fiennes and a gallery of scene-stealers make for 12 angry cardinals.

      

      
        Once this filmmaker landed on Planet Bruce, there was no escape
        Ann Hornaday

        Director Thom Zimny calls "Road Diary," his latest Springsteen documentary, a film "24 years in the making."

      

      
        Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
        Washington Post staff

        Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.

      

      
        Bernie Sanders jumps on Twitch with Pokimane and Valkyrae to back Harris
        Gene Park

        Both major parties have chased alternative media and the gamer vote, as Democrats and their allies fear the left is giving up critical organizing power online.

      

      
        Cyndi Lauper is ready for a big, colorful goodbye
        Haben Kelati

        The legendary performer brings her farewell tour to Capital One Arena on Sunday, Oct. 27.

      

      
        D.C.'s best Halloween events: Parades, parties, pumpkins and more
        Sophia Solano, Fritz Hahn

        However you want to celebrate spooky season around Washington, we've got an activity for you.

      

      
        5 of the best Halloween-themed bars in the D.C. area
        Sophia Solano, Zoe Glasser

        Bloody beverages, monster mugs and floating eyeballs: Add these haunting offerings to your spooky season itinerary.

      

      
        
          	
            Lifestyle
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Commanders
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The 43 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Celebrate Dia de los Muertos at a pair of Smithsonian museums, find the perfect pumpkin at a fall fest or groove at the Home Rule Music Festival.
By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Vanessa Larson, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2024-10-24
Halloween dominates activities over the next week: costume contests and parades, late-night parties at museums, trick-or-treating for kids, scary movies for adults, the High Heel Race in Dupont Circle. We created a list with dozens of events for all ages, broken down by category, and we're not going to replicate it here. We'll have some highlights among the listings below, but we also want to feature some non-scary events, like the final leg of the Home Rule Music Festival, featuring great local artists; a trio of events marking Filipino American History Month; ChurchKey's 15th anniversary, with rare beers and special offerings created just for the occasion; family-friendly Dia de los Muertos celebrations; free screenings of new anime; the Kreeger Museum opening its doors for indoor and outdoor activities; and the return of the D.C. Palestinian Film and Arts Festival.
D.C. Palestinian Film and Arts Festival
The D.C. Palestinian Film and Arts Festival is back -- after a three-year hiatus, and held in person for the first time in six years -- at a moment when it couldn't be more relevant. The festival's 11th edition includes five film programs and other events spread over four days, with all films but one having their D.C. premiere. It kicks off with a talk and book launch for "Visualizing Palestine," a 400-page volume with more than 200 infographics on the Palestinian struggle, created by the eponymous Canada-based independent nonprofit, which uses data and research to "visually communicate Palestinian experiences." Although the war in Gaza is a strong focus this year, program director Michael Kamel says organizers "also wanted to give people kind of a holistic view of Palestinian experiences," which the film selections reflect. Through Sunday at various locations. Some events free (optional donation); most films $17.
Late Night: Boos & Brews at the National Building Museum
This party is your chance to explore the haunted corners of the National Building Museum during an after-dark ghost tour. Afraid of the shadows? Show off your creative or scary costume during a contest hosted by Little Bacon Bear, get a tarot reading, dance to music from DJ Bo in the museum's Great Hall, watch a silent horror movie, or sample local breweries and food trucks. Admission is for ages 18 and over only. 6 to 9 p.m. $20.
NoMa's PumpkinPalooza at Alethia Tanner Park
Celebrate the season with the NoMa Business Improvement District's annual Halloween party, featuring 1,000 free pumpkins, face painting, costume contests (for people and pets) and a screening of "Monsters, Inc." Grab bites and bevs from Timber Pizza's food truck and Red Bear Brewing Co.'s outdoor beer garden to picnic during the movie, which starts at 6:30 p.m. 4 to 8 p.m. Free.
NMAAHC Live: A Conversation Between Bill Banfield and Ernie Isley at the National Museum of African American History and Culture
As a member of the Isley Brothers, Ernie Isley was responsible for the rubbery bass line on "It's Your Thing," the raucous guitar riffs of "That Lady" and writing the anthemic "Fight the Power." (Is there anything he couldn't do?) The Rock & Roll Hall of Famer discusses his career and legacy -- and performs a few songs, too -- during a moderated conversation with music scholar Bill C. Banfield of the Smithsonian Center for Folklife and Cultural Heritage. Virtual tickets are available for those who can't make it to the museum. 7 p.m. Free.
Scary Movie Night at Lydia's on H
Horror and comedy collide during a double feature at Lydia's, where the 1995 cult favorite "Tales From the Hood" is shown at 7 p.m., followed by last year's comic slasher film "The Blackening" at 9. General admission tickets are free; paid seats include popcorn. 7 to 11 p.m. Free-$20.
Mario Kart Tournament at the Passenger
You know how to drift when you're driving as Toad. You're not afraid of Bob-ombs. You never hesitate to use a blue shell. But do you have what it takes to win the Passenger's first Mario Kart tournament? Head to the Shaw bar for cocktails and some friendly competition. 7 p.m. Free.
Julie at 9:30 Club
Los Angeles trio Julie first made waves during the socially distanced days of the early pandemic period with "Flutter," a noisy, straight-ahead rocker that bristles with the anxious energy of that time. The young act quickly mastered the "loud" part of loud-quiet-loud alt-rock, with Alex Brady and Keyan Pourzand trading wistful lyrics, but debut album "My Anti-Aircraft Friend" has a greater dynamic range. Opener Her New Knife cuts a similar figure, but the Philadelphia outfit is more experimental in style. 7 p.m. $25.
Howl-O-Ween Extravaganza at Bark Social Bethesda
Drag queens Vagenesis, Baphomette, Tiffany D. Carter and more start the party at Bark Social Bethesda's Halloween celebration, which features dancing and costume contests for big dogs, little dogs, people and groups. Note that all pups must be registered with dog park/bar Bark Social. 8 p.m. barksocial.com. $20 general admission; $100 table for four.
Heavy Halloween at the Pocket
The venue at 7DrumCity's rehearsal space is hosting a Halloween-themed bash with a three-headed local lineup: Lemmy Shelter brings metal covers, the Last Match plays '80s and '90s hard rockers, and Jenny Jams Dio pays tribute to -- you guessed it -- Ronnie James Dio. 8 p.m. $17 in advance; $22 day of show.
Hill-O-Ween at Eastern Market
Capitol Hill's 20-year-running Halloween block party features trick-or-treating at local businesses, kid-friendly entertainment, photo booths, pumpkin decorating, face painting and more. 5 to 7:30 p.m. hilloweendc.com. Free.
Halloween Drag Underground at Dupont Underground
D.C. LGBTQ+ publication Washington Blade co-hosts this drag party, with performances from queens Shi-Queeta Lee, Cake Pop and more. Come in your most fabulous costume. 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. $20; $15 for students.
A Place to Bury Strangers at the Black Cat
A Place to Bury Strangers has lived up to -- and exceeded -- its "loudest band in New York" reputation for decades, unfurling an onslaught of feedback and reverb over percussion that bounds between rumbling attacks and industrial barrages. The first singles of new album "Synthesizer" suggest the band still knows how to freak out its frequencies. 8 p.m. $20-$25.
Dia de los Muertos Family Day at the Smithsonian American Art Museum
Dia de los Muertos, the Day of the Dead, is most often celebrated next weekend, Nov. 1 and 2, but two Smithsonian museums are holding events this weekend to pay respects to the deceased. The Dia de los Muertos Family Day at the Smithsonian American Art Museum's Luce Foundation Center includes mariachi performances by Mariachi Aguila DC, Latin American music from Sol y Rumba and Mexican folk dance by Corazon Folklorico. Children 12 and younger can have their faces painted and create crafts, and a scavenger hunt encourages all ages to explore the museum's collection. 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free.
Dia de los Muertos at the National Museum of the American Indian
There's more than one Day of the Dead at the National Museum of the American Indian, which has activities planned all weekend. Drop into the museum for performances by Aztec and Mixtec dance groups and a talk about the xoloitzcuintli, or Mexican hairless dog, which became famous after the animated film "Coco." Hands-on activities include decorating sugar skulls and creating paper marigolds and masks. Visitors are invited to bring mementos or photos of loved ones for the altar in the Potomac Atrium. Saturday and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
Home Rule Festival at Alethia Tanner Park
The Home Rule Festival was originally slated for July but was rescheduled to October after soaring summer heat. Temperatures should be more pleasant on a fall Saturday, when D.C. favorite acts like the Experience Band & Show, Bela Dona, Joantz Showcase and Soul of Seed visit NoMa's Alethia Tanner Park. In addition to the tunes, record stores and other merch vendors will be on hand for impromptu shopping, and music fans can grab snacks from food trucks. While general admission is free, VIP tickets get you closer to the stage and include free beverages and meal vouchers. 1 to 9 p.m. Free; $75 VIP ticket, currently with two-for-one admission.
Kreeger Museum Open House
Located far from the Mall and downtown attractions, the Kreeger Museum can sometimes feel forgotten. Reacquaint yourself with the modern art collection on Foxhall Road during its open house, which features art making inspired by Philip Johnson and Gene Davis (both of whom are in the collection), tours and scavenger hunts in the sculpture garden, live music from DuPont Brass, and story time and activities for younger visitors. Grab a picnic from one of the food trucks and spread out in the grassy garden. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free.
Silver Spring Zombie Walk and 'Shaun of the Dead'
If you see the dead starting to walk or something evil lurking in the dark in downtown Silver Spring on Saturday night, you're not trapped in a Michael Jackson video: It's the annual Silver Spring Zombie Walk, which sees ghoulish, costumed undead staggering through the streets to Ellsworth Plaza, where a gathering features a dance party with DJs, beginning at 8:30 p.m. The living dead will later shuffle down the street to the AFI Silver Theatre for a 10 p.m. screening of "Shaun of the Dead," or head to the Quarry House Tavern for a late-night hang over brains cold beers.
ChurchKey 15th anniversary party
Ask any DMV beer fan about their favorite beer bars, and chances are ChurchKey is at the top of the list. Over the past 15 years, ChurchKey has helped introduce D.C. to breweries like Hill Farmstead, Monkish, Bissell Brothers and Trillium, and hosted numerous tasting events and seminars. But outside of special events, its vast and frequently rotating selection -- 50 taps, 500 bottle selections -- ensures that you'll want to come back regularly to try something new. To mark 15 years on 14th Street NW, ChurchKey is hosting a party with plenty of extras: the debut of five exclusive beers, made with breweries including Monkish, the Veil and Sierra Nevada just for the occasion, and a lineup of beers that would be the envy of just about any bar in the country. That includes bourbon-barrel-aged stouts from Bottle Logic and Side Project; IPAs from Cloudwater, Lawson's, and Root and Branch; and vintage bottles from Cantillon and Hill Farmstead. Get there early for the best selection. Doors open at noon. Free; beers priced individually.
D.C. Brewers' Guild Real-ly Local Ale Festival at Eckington Place
Real ale is the quintessential beer served in British pubs -- a traditional style that undergoes a secondary fermentation in the cask or firkin from which it is served, and is poured without pressure from outside carbon dioxide. It's rarely seen in D.C., but this new festival finds 10 local breweries offering their own takes, including an export stout from City-State, a Belgian dubbel from the soon-to-open Henceforth Brewing and a version of DC Brau's crowd-pleasing On the Wings of Armageddon imperial IPA. Tickets include pours of more than a dozen real ales and live music, and pretzels and food will be available for purchase. 1 to 4 p.m. $40.
Dupont Circle Fall Fest and Bluegrass Jamboree
Listen to the high, lonesome sounds of Shannon Leigh and the Good Bygones in Dupont Circle while decorating a pumpkin from the pop-up pumpkin patch -- free to the first 200 visitors -- or playing cornhole and other lawn games. Costume contests for kids, dogs and adults take place during the band's intermissions, with gift cards from Dupont restaurants for the winners. 1 to 5 p.m. Free.
Fall Frolic at Glen Echo Park
Kids can craft a trick-or-treat bag before heading out into the old amusement park and trick-or-treating at art galleries and artist studios. There are prizes for the best costumes, including "most spooky" and "most creative," as well as backdrops for memorable photos. 1 to 4 p.m. Free.
Fall Block Party at the Station at Riverdale Park
The Riverdale shopping mall is throwing its first autumnal celebration. Shop handcrafted goods from local artisans, grab bites from local food trucks, try seasonal sips from Denizens and listen to live DJ performances. There's also a pet costume contest, pumpkin and face painting, mini golf, lawn games, and a 2 p.m. mat Pilates class. Noon to 5 p.m. Free.
Air & Scare at the Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center
Bad news: All tickets for the outdoor portion of the National Air and Space Museum's annual Halloween party have been claimed. The good news: Inside the museum is free and open to all. Dressed-up kids can expect to collect candy at trick-or-treat stations and snap photos with Star Wars characters. Other activities include story times and puppet shows for little ones, as well as eerie science experiments and creepy crafts for the whole family. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free admission; $15 for parking.
Family Flights and Frights at College Park Aviation Museum
If your plane-loving little one didn't get a ticket to the Air & Scare event at Udvar-Hazy (see above), consider taking them to the College Park Aviation Museum's afternoon celebration, which also features games, crafts and trick-or-treating for costumed kids among the vintage aircraft in the gallery. 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. $2; reservations required.
DC Zinefest at Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library
Decades after local zines proliferated during the heights of D.C.'s punk scene, the art form is still alive and well among area makers. Take a tour of local talent at this celebration of the craft, where dozens of artists will display their work. There are also eight workshops spread between two sessions on topics like science communication through zines, tribal arts, figure making and poetry through zines. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Bulb Sale and Garlic Planting Party at National Arboretum
In a week when the city is filled with vampire-themed parties, there had to be at least one dedicated to garlic. At the Washington Youth Garden in the arboretum, find edible and decorative bulbs (tulips, daffodils, amaryllis and more) for sale, family-friendly art activities, food tastings, vegetable harvesting and, of course, garlic planting. Costumes are encouraged. 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free.
Fright Fete at Lost City Books
The Adams Morgan indie bookshop is throwing its fourth Halloween party, which features haunting tunes from DJ Kristy la rAt, flash tattoos from Jinx Proof and plenty of socializing with other spooky book lovers. The ticket price includes a beer or wine upon arrival and a credit toward a book purchase. Costumes are "gently demanded." 7 p.m. $45.
Sounds of Africa Concert Series at the National Museum of African Art
As part of the celebrations marking the 60th anniversary of the National Museum of African Art, the Smithsonian is hosting a series of monthly concerts highlighting the wide-ranging music of the African diaspora. The penultimate event features the go-go-meets-Afrobeat rhythms of Crank LuKongo paired with multitalented hip-hop artist Dior Ashley Brown and the Filthy Animals. 7 to 10 p.m. Free.
The Last Rewind at Ocelot Brewing
Ocelot is named after a Phish song, and every Halloween, the Dulles craft brewery invites the celebrated local Phish tribute band the Last Rewind out for a special jam. Enjoy a smooth lager or hoppy IPA while dancing. Costumes are encouraged. 6:30 p.m. Free.
Fall Season of Anime at the Eaton Workshop
The DC Anime Club wants to help you find your new favorite anime shows and films. Drop into the group's screening evening at the Eaton Workshop, where it's showing a curated selection of anime released for fall 2024. There's no need to RSVP: The event is free and open to the public. 7 p.m. Free.
BabyCat Brewery second anniversary
Kensington's BabyCat Brewery has come a long way in two years. The brewery, tucked between a shopping center and the railroad tracks, has become a neighborhood fixture, drawing a mix of families, locals playing board games, and visiting hopheads, who hang out on the two-level deck on warm evenings. BabyCat's even opening a second location in Bethesda. But first, there's the matter of a second anniversary party, with eight hours of music; a visit from the Kensington Volunteer Fire Department and its "please touch" truck for kids to enjoy; a costume contest with prizes; and, of course, a new anniversary beer. 1 to 9 p.m. Free.
Umpukan at Metrobar
A trio of Filipino American History Month events on Sunday highlight different aspects of culture. The annual Umpukan celebration at Metrobar, organized by local arts collective Samasama, features live music from percussionist Isabelle de Leon and Les the DJ, plus a set by Jay-Z's tour DJ, the legendary hip-hop DJ Neil Armstrong. Try making traditional Christmas lanterns and other hands-on activities, browse a marketplace of vendors, or try Filipino snacks from Kam and 46. Noon to 5 p.m. Free.
Liwanag Filipino Lit Fest
The first Liwanag Filipino Lit Fest, organized by Loyalty Bookstores and the D.C. Public Library, features author talks, book signings, poetry readings and other activities -- including a karaoke after-party -- at Loyalty and the Petworth Neighborhood Library, which sit across Georgia Avenue from each other in Petworth. From discussions of romance novels to picture book story time, the day is targeted at all ages. 11:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Free.
Purple Patch Day
In Mount Pleasant, the award-winning Filipino restaurant Purple Patch celebrates Purple Patch Day with a full day of fun: a lion dance, traditional Tinikling dancers from George Washington University's Philippine Cultural Society, face painting for kids, a DJ and evening karaoke. Events run during Purple Patch's usual brunch and dinner service, without an admission fee. 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Free.
D.C. Tweed Ride
Since 2009, the nattily attired cyclists in the D.C. Tweed Ride have been delighting and mystifying passersby in the District. Pedaling retro bicycles while wearing vintage dresses, linen suits, straw hats and tweed waistcoats, the members of the Dandies and Quaintrelles hold two leisurely bike rides per year, followed by a party. This fall's excursion begins at the Parks at Walter Reed and winds through the city, with multiple rest and hydration stops, before finishing at Lincoln Park on Capitol Hill, where live jazz and swing dancing await. A map of the 10-mile route, including elevations, is available on the group's website. Meetup begins at noon, and bikes set out at 1 p.m. Free.
Hello Mary at Songbyrd
As Hello Mary, vocalist-guitarist Helena Straight, bassist Mikaela Oppenheimer and drummer-vocalist Stella Wave have been called the future of rock-and-roll. Lofty praise, no doubt, but understandable considering what they've done in a short time. After debuting when they were still teens, the New York trio released a self-titled album last year and are already back with another one, "Emita Ox," continuing their off-kilter and hypnotic attack. Bleary Eyed, a band born in the D.C. area but based in Philadelphia, brings samples to pop-leaning shoegaze. 8 p.m. $15-$18.
Night of the Flick and Halloween Cover Show at Comet Ping Pong
Comet Ping Pong's Halloween party is two shows in one. Arrive early for a 7:30 p.m. screening of "Zombie," a gory 1979 film about the living dead on a Caribbean island; stick around for Comet's annual cover show, with Emotional World performing the music of My Bloody Valentine and Milo in the Doldrums playing songs by the Replacements. Doors at 6:30 p.m. Free.
17th Street High Heel Race
D.C.'s favorite Halloween tradition finds dozens of fancifully costumed drag queens -- all wearing impractical high heels -- racing down 17th Street while thousands of spectators line the course to cheer. The actual event, which takes place the Tuesday before Halloween, is over in seconds, but for hours before taking their marks, participants turn 17th between P and R streets into a catwalk, strutting up and down to show off their outfits and take selfies with fans. 6 to 10 p.m.; race is at 9 p.m. Free.
Bravo-Ween at Lulu's Winegarden
Answer trivia questions about "Vanderpump Rules" and "Summer House" while dressed as your favorite "Real Housewives" or "Below Decks" star at this annual Halloween-meets-reality-TV party. Look for discounted drinks and themed cocktails, plus prizes for the best costumes. 7 to 9 p.m. Free; reservations recommended, but walk-in spots are available.
Fall Festival on Woodrow Wilson Plaza
Spend lunchtime on the spacious patio outside the Ronald Reagan International Trade Center, which should appeal to kids as much as adults looking to get out of the office. The agenda includes a hay bale maze, free mini pumpkins, free hot cider and entertainment from a DJ, while children can look forward to story time, face painting, balloon twisting and costumed characters, as well as hands-on educational activities. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free.
History Film Forum: Spooky Silent Films at the National Museum of American History
Don't care for the gory slasher films that predominate at Halloween? Get a window into the past at the American History Museum, which is showing two silent horror films, accompanied by music from the renowned silent film composer and performer Andrew Earle Simpson. But don't think that their age means these films are milquetoast: Organizers warn that "The Devil's Assistant," from 1917, depicts drug addiction, abduction and "disturbing religious imagery," while 1927's "The Unknown," which features Joan Crawford in an early role alongside horror legend Lon Chaney, features violence, self-harm and "medical procedures." 7:30 p.m. Free.
'Halloweentown' at Audi Field
The biggest outdoor cinema in D.C.? That would be Audi Field, during the annual Movies on the Pitch series. Bring a blanket to spread out on the soccer field and watch the family comedy "Halloweentown." Concessions will be available for sale. Beginning at 5:30 p.m., the D.C. United Fall Fest outside the gates features face painting, trick-or-treating and other activities. 8 p.m. Free; RSVP required.
Nightmare on Ninth Street at DC9
Local punk band Pickaxe marks the release of its new EP, "Provocateur," with a costume party at DC9 featuring like-minded D.C. bands Sex Faces and 504 Plan, as well as Philadelphia's Trash Boy. Beyond live music, the night includes drag with D.C.'s Jane Saw, a vendor market with everything from vinyl to tarot readings and post-concert karaoke. 8 p.m. to midnight. $15.
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The best college art museums in America
The Post's art critics pick their favorite museums affiliated with colleges and universities across the U.S.
By Philip Kennicott, Sebastian Smee | 2024-10-24
The country's colleges and universities are sponges for money, power and knowledge -- and their many excellent art museums are no different. With special connections to world-class research programs and academic expertise, college art museums can compete with the best of them.
Here are five of The Post's critics' favorites, based on the quality of their collections and programming.
Its collection may not be as deep as some of its older peers, but the Blanton, part of the University of Texas at Austin, is an acknowledged leader in the college museum field thanks to its dynamic programs, commitment to research and public-facing engagement. It's a teaching museum, in other words -- just not only for college kids. Highlights include "Austin," a chapel-like building with stained-glass windows designed by Ellsworth Kelly; an array of Italian Renaissance and baroque paintings; and terrific displays of recent American and Latin American art. -- Sebastian Smee
Known for its important Rodin bronzes, displayed inside and out, the Cantor was founded in 1891, the year Stanford University opened its doors, and was expanded and renamed in 1999. It owns more than 1,000 drawings, 29 sketchbooks and several great paintings by Richard Diebenkorn, the celebrated Bay Area painter and Stanford alum. But like other college museums, it collects across cultures and centuries. -- Smee
Harvard has one of the largest and most impressive collections anywhere in the United States. Visiting the building itself is pure pleasure. You walk into the old Fogg Art Museum, the courtyard of which has been enhanced by a Renzo Piano gut renovation. You can stroll into elegant modern galleries on any or all of three surrounding floors. Ancient Chinese jades and Japanese screens turn to Islamic tiles and Mughal miniatures, then Sienese crucifixes, Rembrandt portraits and Blue Period Picassos. The quality is extraordinary. You can pop in, stay awhile or simply pass through as the mood suits. -- Smee
Nestled into Providence's College Hill, the Rhode Island School of Design Museum is perhaps the most progressive major college museum in the country, with a storied history of political engagement and protest, and a holistic integration into the design school's broader mission of creativity and service. It also boasts a major art collection of some 100,000 objects and an ambitious exhibition schedule. -- Philip Kennicott
Yale's is the oldest major university art museum in the United States, with more than 300,000 objects, and a core collection of major American works dating back to the founding acquisition of some 100 works by this country's revered history painter John Trumbull. In 1953, the museum acquired another masterpiece, an addition by renowned architect Louis Kahn that now sits across the street from the same architect's late wonder, the Yale Center for British Art, making New Haven a major center for art independent of these museums' university affiliation. --  Kennicott
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The best small art museums in America
The Post's art critics pick their favorite 10 smaller museums dotted across the country.
By Philip Kennicott, Sebastian Smee | 2024-10-24
Not every art institution could, or should, be everything to everyone. Tucked away in big cities, leafy suburbs and college towns, some of America's most beloved museums offer intimate and surprising experiences at a scale that doesn't overwhelm visitors. Their buildings and campuses are unique manifestations of alternative ideas (generally, to be sure, propounded by the super wealthy) of how to present and experience art.
Worthy complements to the country's 20 best art museums and the best college museums, these are The Washington Post's art critics' 10 favorite smaller institutions.
The Barnes Foundation, the eccentric legacy of cantankerous founder Albert C. Barnes, weathered a major controversy in the first decade of the 21st century, when it sought to amend its founding documents and move from its old suburban home to the center of Philadelphia. Now housed in a gracious contemporary home that precisely duplicates the internal architecture, scale and installation of Barnes's major collection of works by Renoir, Cezanne, Picasso and Matisse, the museum is significantly more trafficked and vibrant. The collection is stunning, even if it suffers from the cramped and perverse layout mandated by Barnes more than a century ago. -- Philip Kennicott
Situated around the corner from Williams College in the northern Berkshires, the Clark is a destination museum with an enviable collection, a first-rate exhibition program, and a research and academic program that leads the field. Strong in Old Masters and American art, it is particularly rich in French 19th-century paintings. The campus, with its recent Tadao Ando-designed addition, is dreamy. After taking in the galleries, I always make sure to walk up the hill through the forest and down across the open meadow. -- Sebastian Smee
When the covid pandemic and plans for a major renovation closed the Frick Collection in 2020, some 300 key works from the incomparable collection were moved to the then-empty Whitney Museum building, designed by Marcel Breuer. Seeing the Frick's masterpieces, including a stunning quarter of paintings by Fragonard and Giovanni Bellini's mesmerizing "St. Francis in Ecstasy" in a modernist, bare-bones space was a revelation, underscoring the extraordinary quality of the work acquired by industrialist Henry Clay Frick. Despite its origins in the fortune of a robber baron, everyone loves the Frick, and everyone is excited to see the results of the reconfiguration of its old home on Fifth Avenue -- when it reopens at some point next year. -- Kennicott
In 2023, Mitchell Rales, co-founder of the Glenstone Museum, donated another $1.9 billion to the museum he has created with his wife, Emily Wei Rales, in a green enclave outside of Washington. That put the museum's total endowment at about $4.6 billion, rivaling the resources of the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York. Everything at this lavishly funded boutique museum is just about perfect, from the careful selection of key works from the mid-20th century to the present to the manicured campus with a semi-subterranean pavilion building designed by Thomas Phifer. "Serene" and "contemplative" are the watchwords, and a policy of free ticketed admission has helped ensure the refined atmosphere. The museum is also a generous colleague to others: Just check the labels at any major exhibition of contemporary art, and you are likely to find several major works loaned by Glenstone. -- Kennicott
Inspired by a Venetian palazzo, Isabella Stewart Gardner's museum on the Fenway in Boston is one of the most remarkable cultural products of the American 19th century. There is no more beautiful space in Boston than the Gardner's internal courtyard, with its palms, flowers, columns, statues and mosaics. The collection -- deliberately eclectic, disorienting and enchanting -- boasts the greatest Titian in America, as well as extraordinary paintings and drawings by Fra Angelico, Piero della Francesca, Michelangelo, Raphael, Rembrandt, Holbein, Sargent and Matisse. If you visit Boston without going to the Gardner, you're missing out on something you'll never see anywhere else. -- Smee
In Hemingway's "The Sun Also Rises," when one character calls for a toast, another objects: "This wine is too good for toast-drinking, my dear. You don't want to mix emotions up with a wine like that." I feel the same about the Kimbell Art Museum in Fort Worth. Its main building, designed by Louis Kahn, is the most beautiful museum building in America. The light, the proportions, the sense of space -- there's nothing quite like it. The collection is exquisite. Every work rewards close attention. The experience of spending a couple of hours there is very, very intense. Emotions inevitably arise -- good luck keeping them at bay! -- Smee
The Menil Collection isn't just a building with a collection strong in (but not limited to) modern and contemporary art and an elegant temporary exhibition space. It's an entire campus plunked down in the middle of a leafy suburb in southwest Houston. Apart from the main, Renzo Piano-designed building, there is the astonishing Cy Twombly Gallery, the Menil Drawing Institute and the Dan Flavin Installation at Richmond Hall. The park itself is beautiful. You go there, fall under a spell and, in my experience, tend to have trouble leaving. -- Smee
The Neue Galerie opened to the public in November 2001 -- a difficult time in the lives of New Yorkers. Founded by businessman and philanthropist Ronald S. Lauder and art dealer and collector Serge Sabarsky, it occupies a distinguished 1914 building designed by Carrere & Hastings, and its collection, focused on the Vienna Succession, the Wiener Werkstatte, German expressionism and the Bauhaus, includes art by Klimt, Schiele, Kokoschka, Kirchner, Kandinsky and Beckmann, and design pieces by Otto Wagner, Adolf Loos, Josef Hoffmann and Mies van der Rohe, among others. Did I mention the Cafe Sabarsky, which has not only lighting fixtures by Hoffmann and furniture by Loos but also excellent sausages and cakes, and a Bosendorfer grand piano in the corner? Good luck getting a table! -- Smee
In 1974, Norton Simon came to the rescue of the struggling Pasadena Museum of Modern Art. He fused his blue-chip collection with that of the existing museum, and since then the Norton Simon has been the delight of connoisseurs. Comprehensive in scope, with particular strengths in South and Southeast Asian work, and a small but impressive roster of genuine trophy works by Raphael, Rembrandt, Manet, Monet, Memling and Ingres, among others, the Norton Simon is a quiet oasis of art, just far enough from Los Angeles to feel like more than a pendant to that city's bigger, glitzier collections. -- Kennicott
The Phillips Collection opened in 1921, eight years before the Museum of Modern Art was established in New York, hence this small but essential museum's claim to be the oldest museum devoted to modern art in America. Duncan Phillips had a good eye and good sense of the emerging taste, and he collected broadly not just among the usual European modernists but also seminal figures in the history of American art, including Winslow Homer, Thomas Eakins, James Abbott McNeill Whistler and Albert Pinkham Ryder. The museum has remained loyal to that sense of discernment, and its remarkable historical collection, without losing track of the present moment. Among its highlights, a small room of near-perfect Rothkos and of course the postcard painting everyone must visit: Renoir's masterful and bustling "Luncheon of the Boating Party." -- Kennicott
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The 20 best art museums in America
The Post's art critics rank the best art museums in the United States, based on the breadth and depth of their art collections and exhibitions.
By Philip Kennicott, Sebastian Smee | 2024-10-24
Some art museums overawe with the sweep of their collections. Others thrill with a few perfectly placed masterworks.
The best of them embody their cities' ambitions and fulfill an ideal: that anyone can walk in for a moment of rest and leave with a brain buzzing or a soul stirred.
For our annual Museums Issue, The Washington Post's critics highlight the country's wealth of art museums, from its neoclassical temples to its modern jewels (and those that offer both). Below, we rank our favorites, based, for starters, on the depth and breadth of the museums' collections, the quality of their exhibitions, and their history of public engagement. So many others could have made the list, among them gems in Minneapolis, Pittsburgh, Toledo, Kansas City, and too many in New York and D.C. to mention.
Below, we rank the heavyweights, but don't miss our picks for the best smaller art museums and the best college museums, too. Make your own list, plan a day trip and take a companion -- plus an open mind.




Situated in an arts precinct in downtown Dallas that also includes the neighboring Nasher Sculpture Center, Dallas's bellwether art museum occupies an unusual building that's not always sympathetic and is occasionally disorienting. But its collection is deep and diverse. Highlights include important works by Mondrian, Monet, Renoir and Morisot. Its exhibitions are both popular and scholarly. In other words, it generally meets the challenge implied in early director John Ankeney's rousing statement: "Nature made Dallas rich, Time will make her powerful, but only Art can make her great." -- Sebastian Smee




Not everyone celebrated the 2015 relocation of the Whitney Museum of American Art from a beloved mid-century home by architect Marcel Breuer on the Upper East Side of Manhattan to a new, bristling modernist one designed by Renzo Piano. But now the museum lives on the dynamic edge of the meatpacking district, the West Village and Chelsea and is connected to the wildly popular High Line park. The Whitney Biennial, with roots dating back to 1932, is a must-see failure, a futile but noble effort every two years to make sense of the sprawling, amorphous and wildly diverse contemporary art world. And the Whitney's permanent collection of more than 25,000 works checks all the boxes of American art since the late 19th century. -- Philip Kennicott




The Wadsworth Atheneum in Hartford, Connecticut, is open to the public only four days a week, from noon until 5 p.m. -- presumably because of financial constraints. It's a shame, because the Wadsworth, having opened in 1844, claims to be the oldest continually operating art museum in the United States and completed a major renovation as recently as 2015. It has a splendid collection -- not at all dusty (its long-running Matrix program for contemporary art has helped keep it current). Its baroque, surrealist and Hudson River School holdings are tremendous. It boasts the Serge Lifar collection of Ballets Russes drawings and costumes, the Samuel Colt firearms collection, a terrific "Wunderkammer" display, great costumes and textiles, and destination paintings by, among others, William Holman Hunt, Caravaggio, Joseph Wright of Derby and Norman Rockwell. -- Smee




There was deep skepticism when the Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art opened in Bentonville, Arkansas, in 2011. A spending spree, including a glamorous bespoke building by architect Moshe Safdie and the acquisition of major works by key American artists, was funded by the museum's founder, Walmart heiress Alice Walton. The Walmart connection, the Midwestern location and the assumption that the museum would be more celebratory than critical raised doubts. But the museum is thoroughly professional, innovative, open-minded and adventurous. It hosted the 2018 American debut of a major exhibition of Black Power artists and has been as keenly attentive to contemporary art and culture issues as it is to the longer arc of American art. -- Kennicott




There's more to the Baltimore Museum of Art than the legendary Cone collection, the massive trove of modern art acquired by the Cone sisters in the early decades of the 20th century. But that collection alone, with major works by Picasso, Matisse, Degas, Renoir, Gauguin and Van Gogh, would put the museum on the international map. Located on the campus of Johns Hopkins University, the museum has made valiant and sometimes controversial efforts -- including the sale of major works to acquire more contemporary ones -- to keep its focus on the living and evolving contemporary art world. A 2022 exhibition, "Guarding the Art," gave the museum's guards the opportunity to curate their own view of its phenomenal collection, a daring decision to empower museum workers who are not the usual elite gatekeepers. -- Kennicott




The Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco put two very different faces to the world. The Legion of Honor is a neoclassical temple with a significant collection of Western art, including major works from the Renaissance to the postimpressionists. The De Young, a low-slung, copper-clad pavilion with a torquing tower, designed by the blue-chip firm Herzog & de Meuron, is a trophy building in the city's beloved Golden Gate Park. The De Young maintains the most ambitious exhibition schedule, and a solid commitment to contemporary art and art from outside the Western tradition. Taken together, you have a compelling archive and a window on the world, and both are a delight to visit. -- Kennicott




The first West Coast museum devoted exclusively to modern and contemporary art, SFMOMA is a linchpin of San Francisco's cultural life. It's where you go to see works by Diebenkorn, Asawa, Kahlo, Rivera, Matisse, Rauschenberg, Thiebaud and Hopper. Its distinctive Mario Botta-designed building was extended in 2016 by an equally striking expansion by Snohetta architects. The collection is particularly strong in photography. It was dramatically enhanced by the 100-year loan of the Doris and Donald Fisher collection. That deal has been controversial (there are unusual conditions attached). But the Fishers (Donald founded the Gap clothing company) collected artists like Gerhard Richter, Andy Warhol, Agnes Martin and Cy Twombly in depth, affording visitors the rare opportunity to spend time in galleries devoted exclusively to individual artists. -- Smee




Not surprisingly, the largest museum on the nation's left coast is both comprehensive in its overview of Western art and keenly alert to the art of Central and South America and the Pacific Rim. With some 150,000 objects surveying 6,000 years of human history, its collection has been as influential on the artists of Los Angeles as those of the Museum of Modern Art and the Metropolitan Museum of Art have been on the work of artists in New York. A relative newcomer, LACMA was founded as an independent art museum in 1961 and grew rapidly, expanding into a campus of buildings on Wilshire Boulevard. Much of the museum has been closed for years as a new main building, designed by Peter Zumthor, is being constructed, which is causing considerable anxiety among fans of the old institution. The world awaits, nervously, for the new building and reorganized collection opening in 2026. -- Kennicott




Situated in a huge gorgeous park just west of the Mississippi, St. Louis's leading art museum is well-known for its deep holdings of the German painter Max Beckmann, of postwar German art (including by Gerhard Richter and Anselm Kiefer) and its masterpieces by Henri Matisse, Hans Holbein, Titian and Artemisia Gentileschi. But its collection is broad and deep. Its Oceanic art and carpet and textile collections are especially good, and it mounts thoughtfully ambitious exhibitions. -- Smee




Two hours from the nation's capital, the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts in Richmond is a regional museum with national importance. A major expansion completed in 2010 added some 165,000 square feet of space and created one of the most inviting fusions of galleries and gardens of any museum in the country. The VMFA's permanent collection is diverse and idiosyncratic, with important African, Asian and ancient collections, as well as a widely admired collection of art nouveau and art deco furnishings and decorative objects. Its temporary exhibitions also attract attention, including a fine Dawoud Bey exhibition this year and a new highly anticipated one of Southern photography. -- Kennicott




No matter how many times you visit, arriving to the Getty Center's hilltop acropolis in the Santa Monica Mountains of Los Angeles is a thrill. The museum, which grew out of the private collection of the oil baron Jean Paul Getty is part of a network of extraordinarily well-funded organizations under the umbrella of the J. Paul Getty Trust, the richest such organization in the world. It has a significant collection of European art and, at its satellite museum, the Getty Villa, an important collection of antiquities. But its programming tends to look like a deluxe version of a smaller, more rigorously focused museum, more academic, targeted, often quirky and almost always interesting. -- Kennicott




DIA's collection is one of the best in the country. So it was shocking when, just over a decade ago, this magnificent museum came close to being forced to auction off large parts of its collection after the city of Detroit declared bankruptcy. The crisis cleared, and the museum was reestablished as an independent nonprofit. Anchored by Diego Rivera's "Detroit Industry" cycle of murals, the museum's other drawing cards include Pieter Bruegel the Elder's "Wedding Dance," Vincent van Gogh's "Self-Portrait With Straw Hat" and James McNeill Whistler's "Nocturne in Black and Gold -- the Falling Rocket" -- not to mention impressive collections of art and artifacts from across world history. -- Smee




Watching the Museum of Modern Art, the world's first and still leading museum of its type, change with the times over the past few decades has sometimes been painful. Once a New York temple to classic modernism, with a powerful educational mission rooted in a philosophy of close looking and serious scholarship, MoMA is now often compared to a shopping mall. Is it a victim of its own success? Yes. But it's true, too, that it had no choice but to change -- to broaden its parameters, become more flexible, welcome more people. After two recent expansions, MoMA is alive and well. If its exhibitions have fallen off in ambition and quality, it's not the only museum of which this can be said. I don't mind if MoMA is a bit messier than it used to be. But like many, I would like it to recover some of its conviction and clarity of purpose. -- Smee




One of America's oldest and wealthiest museums, the Cleveland Museum of Art is housed in a complex of buildings surrounded by a park, with additions and expansions by, among others, Marcel Breuer and Rafael Vinoly. It boasts a vast enclosed courtyard and lucid displays of European Old Masters, arms and armor, American, modern, and Islamic textiles, to name a few. Among its most famous masterpieces are Pablo Picasso's early "La Vie," George Bellows's "Stag at Sharkey's," Claude Monet's "The Red Kerchief," Jacques-Louis David's "Cupid and Psyche" and Caravaggio's "The Crucifixion of Saint Andrew." It also has reliably first-rate displays of contemporary art. Compared with peer institutions, its exhibition program has been sleepy of late. But it remains a cultural powerhouse with healthy attendance figures (more than 700,000 last year). -- Smee




Houston's preeminent art museum has a huge, recently expanded campus (including buildings by Mies van der Rohe and a sculpture garden by Isamu Noguchi), a history of great directors and a dynamic exhibition program. With its modern and European Old Master holdings, MFA Houston can reliably draw in lovers of such European luminaries as Rogier van der Weyden, Rembrandt, Matisse and Picasso. But the museum is always seeking to engage Houston's extremely diverse population. It runs an art school and a leading research institute for Latin American and Latino Art and has important holdings in art from all over the world, with special strength in African gold and Indian art. -- Smee




Like Boston to New York, or the Red Sox to the Yankees, Boston's flagship art museum often feels itself overshadowed by the Metropolitan Museum of Art. Maybe so. But museums around the world would die to have Boston's collection. MFA Boston has arguably the greatest collection of Asian art outside Asia itself (although it needs to do much more to display it), as well as enviable depth in ancient Greek and Roman, American, and European art. Its impressionist, American, and Dutch and Flemish holdings are ridiculously strong: a handsome new wing for American art was built in 2010, and more recently a center for Netherlandish art was established. Somewhat thin in modern and contemporary art, its exhibition program is nonetheless dynamic and its overall collection (450,000 works!) so good and so eagerly sought after that it has little trouble persuading prestigious museums to lend works to MFA Boston exhibitions. -- Smee




Wander through the engagingly old-fashioned display of the Philadelphia Museum of Art's permanent collection galleries -- a linear march of period rooms full of art, furniture and priceless house wares, arrayed like trophies -- and you'll keep seeing old friends. A magnificent Crucifixion by Rogier van der Weyden, essential works by Cezanne and Monet, Winslow Homer's thrilling "The Life Line." The collection expresses the catholic taste and the tenacious ambition of a city determined to be a cultural beacon. The museum's temporary exhibition galleries are rather dispiriting, architecturally, but a renovation plan by architect Frank Gehry has effectively opened up and transformed other parts of the museum's hilltop building. -- Kennicott




The National Gallery of Art is the product of another age: It's hard to imagine that anyone could convince the nation, or its cynical politicians, that we need a grand temple to the Western artistic tradition today. With a core collection of Old Master paintings donated by Andrew Mellon in 1937, supplemented by decades of largesse from other donors, the National Gallery surveys the history of art from the dawn of the Renaissance to the present day. It has gaps -- don't go there for the works of ancient Rome or Greece, or much else that isn't part of the European tradition. But it recently added a trove of works by Haitian artists. Although its exhibition calendar has been meager over the past five years, it has a history of capacious and popular temporary shows. And ... the only work by Leonardo da Vinci in the United States. -- Kennicott




Even if you've never visited the Art Institute of Chicago, you probably know it from that lingering, gorgeously inexplicable interlude in "Ferris Bueller's Day Off." So, you know the museum has masterpieces like Caillebotte's "Paris Street; Rainy Day," Hopper's "Nighthawks," Seurat's "A Sunday on La Grande Jatte" and stained-glass windows by Chagall. (How many students, emulating Ferris and Sloane, have kissed in front of this by now?) Indelible as those scenes are, you could make sequences of the same length with different but equally iconic works: Grant Wood's "American Gothic," Van Gogh's "The Bedroom," multiple Monet haystacks, a Rembrandt self-portrait ...
The AIC organizes about 30 exhibitions a year and has about 1.5 million visitors annually. It is a powerhouse research institute and affiliated with the prestigious School of the Art Institute of Chicago. An encyclopedic museum with a history of strong leadership, it has deep collections of Asian, African, Native American and Meso-American art, to name just a few. Since the 2009 opening of the Modern Wing, designed by Renzo Piano, it has a footprint of over a million square feet and is at the geographic and cultural center of one of the world's great cities. -- Smee




Washington, D.C., may boast the actual National Gallery of Art, but the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York is the country's de facto national museum. It is the most comprehensive and most visited art museum in the country and, at its best, one of the most ambitious. Although landlocked in Central Park, it continues to evolve, with a recent and effective renovation of its core European art galleries, and a complete makeover of its Arts of Africa, the Ancient Americas and Oceania galleries slated to open in May. -- Kennicott
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'Conclave' is a Vatican melodrama with mass appeal
Ralph Fiennes and a gallery of scene-stealers make for 12 angry cardinals.
By Ty Burr | 2024-10-24

Ralph Fiennes stars as Cardinal Lawrence in director Edward Berger's "Conclave." (Focus Features)


"Conclave" is a big old Dad Book of a movie -- weighty, intricately plotted, suspenseful -- and that's the source of its old-school pleasures, guilty or not. A stormy drama about the choosing of a new pope, it might as well be called "12 Angry Cardinals," so classic and bulletproof are its characters and structure. It's the kind of movie that some will deem important enough to merit end-of-year awards and others will find portentous enough to give them the giggles -- again, not unpleasurably.
And if it gives Ralph Fiennes the Oscar he's long deserved, who are we to kick? The much-admired British actor is in fine, dour form here as Cardinal Thomas Lawrence, dean of the Vatican's College of Cardinals and the humble emissary charged with overseeing the election after his mentor, the old pope, dies peacefully in the film's opening scenes. "Conclave" has been directed with pomp and panoply by Edward Berger, who mounted 2022's "All Quiet on the Western Front" with all due seriousness, and it tosses Cardinal Lawrence into a snake pit of ambition and secretive plotting.
The men who would be pope are played by a rogues' gallery of gifted hams, chief among them that canny scene-stealer Stanley Tucci as Cardinal Bellini, the forward-thinking choice of the college's liberal wing. Watching "Conclave," I involuntarily exclaimed "Tucci!" in delight at the actor's appearance, and I suggest that this phrase be adopted by all moviegoers when any beloved character actor first shows up in a film.
Here's John Lithgow (Tucci!) as scheming Cardinal Tremblay, pious and positively quivering at the power within his grasp. Here's Isabella Rossellini (Tucci!) as Sister Agnes, overseeing an army of nuns and fuming at the church's institutionalized misogyny. Here's Italy's Sergio Castellitto as conservative Cardinal Tedesco, who wants to return Catholicism to a time when everybody spoke Latin and no one cared about the altar boys; Lucian Msamati as Cardinal Adeyemi, angling to become the first African pope; Brian F. O'Byrne as Lawrence's loyal lieutenant and assistant detective. (Tucci! Tucci! Tucci!)

Ralph Fiennes and Stanley Tucci in "Conclave." (Focus Features)



Lucian Msamati stars as Cardinal Adeyemi. (Focus Features)


Fiennes's Lawrence is self-effacing, but only to a point -- he's still chafing from the dead pope's comment that "Some are chosen to be shepherds and some are chosen to manage the farm" -- and when questions are raised about his ambitions, "Conclave" gets you to wondering whether the dean is playing the longest game of all. The star keeps us on his character's side, though, by the way he conveys Lawrence's careworn decency and his plodding but quietly sly way of uncovering the various agendas at work. There's nothing like the confessional to get to the bottom of things.
There are scandals to bring to light, and whispered conferences in the night and damning documents hidden behind panels -- the cloak-and-dagger hubbub of "Conclave" is impressive and delivered with barnstorming movie style, from the strident strings of Volker Bertelmann's score (with plucked cellos that resound like slamming doors) to the palette of Stephane Fontaine's beautifully measured camerawork (blues and grays with artfully deployed splashes of red, and one shot of a sea of holy umbrellas that's a keeper).
The film's symbolism is thumpingly obvious -- a chess set to signal the complicated game afoot, an opened window to let fresh air into the voting chamber -- and screenwriter Peter Straughan's script, adapted from Robert Harris's novel, sounds like it has been run through the Sorkin-ator, with stentorian pronouncements, backstabbing put-downs, the occasional moment of pure goofiness ("The Holy Father's turtles!") and confrontations that stop just short of someone barking "You can't handle the truth!"
The truth is that this all makes for good, juicy entertainment, if not the world-altering drama "Conclave" believes itself to be. The movie feints toward strife and division in the world outside the Vatican walls, but only indirectly -- we hear but never see the crowds murmuring as vote after vote fails to come up with a pope and the air above the college fills with black chimney smoke. Cardinal Lawrence delivers a homily warning his brethren against the sin of certainty -- "the great enemy of unity, the deadly enemy of tolerance" -- and we're invited to take that home with us into our own hearts and election booths to judge the line between tolerance and naivete.
Still, if there's a character who stays with a viewer, it's the movie's most naive: Cardinal Benitez (Carlos Diehz), the wild card at the table and a gentle but tough exemplar of moral purity who becomes the film's unassuming Christ figure -- and then something more, in a Hail Mary of an ending that ensures "Conclave" will be talked about for longer than it probably deserves. The end result may be less a novel of ideas and ideals than a Mass-market paperback, but paperbacks have their time and place and enjoyments, and so does this. Tucci!
PG. At area theaters. Contains thematic material and smoking. 120 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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Once this filmmaker landed on Planet Bruce, there was no escape
Director Thom Zimny calls "Road Diary," his latest Springsteen documentary, a film "24 years in the making."
By Ann Hornaday | 2024-10-24

Director Thom Zimny and Bruce Springsteen at Roberto's Freehold Grill in Freehold, New Jersey, on Oct. 1. Zimny filmed the diner as part of his documentary "Road Diary: Bruce Springsteen and the E Street Band." (Rob DeMartin) 


NEW YORK --
In a small black-box theater in Red Bank, New Jersey, where Bruce Springsteen has been rehearsing for an upcoming international tour, the hardest-working rock star to strap on a Fender decides to call it a day. "King, I'm going home," Springsteen informs Jon Landau, his longtime producer-manager.
Appearing startled, Landau greets the news with a slightly quizzical look, followed by a diplomatic "Uhm ..."
It's a fleeting encounter in Thom Zimny's new documentary "Road Diary: Bruce Springsteen and the E Street Band," about the tour that ensued in 2023 and continues to this day. But in its candor and intimacy, it's a moment that contains multitudes. After more than two decades observing and collaborating with Springsteen and Landau, Zimny instantly recognized it as an example of "the secret language between the two of them," a lexicon based on mutual taste, singular focus, obsessive attention to specifics and -- when needed -- making space to ask, "You sure, Boss?," if only with a meaningful pause.

Steven Van Zandt, left, and Bruce Springsteen in a scene from "Road Diary." Zimny's documentary offers an intensive in-depth look at the group's live performances, rehearsals and backstage moments along with Springsteen's personal reflections. (Disney) 


"If I didn't have 24 years with them, I wouldn't see the beauty in those details," Zimny said last month at the downtown Manhattan editing facility where he, Landau and Springsteen worked on key sequences of "Road Diary." "It would [just] be, 'They're having a conversation, and Bruce wants to end early.'"
What Zimny calls the "silent brotherhood" between Springsteen and the right-hand man he calls King isn't the only hidden world revealed in "Road Diary," which launches Friday on Hulu and Disney Plus. As the chronicle of the first E Street Band tour since 2017, the film documents creative partnerships -- between Springsteen and his musicians, as well as with Landau -- that are among the most prolific and enduring in rock and roll. Filming fans in "the pit" at E Street concerts throughout the world, Zimny deftly conveys the ecstatic experience of seeing Springsteen's live performances, legendary for their unbridled energy, electrifying showmanship and, at three-plus hours, epic running times. Also, more than any previous Springsteen film, "Road Diary" pulls back the veil on the creation of those shows, which he calls "a deep and lasting part of who I am and how I justify my existence here on Earth."

Director Thom Zimny at the 2024 Toronto Film Festival on Sept. 7. Zimny met Springsteen and producer Jon Landau when he was editing the HBO documentary "Bruce Springsteen and the E Street Band: Live in New York City." (Gareth Cattermole/Getty Images for IMDb) 


But the most surprising thing about "Road Diary" might be how, amid the exhilaration and catharsis, the film manages to weave in more reflective themes of mortality, loss and the inexorability of time. Delayed three years by the covid pandemic, the current tour was originally scheduled to support 2020's "Letter to You," an album that found Springsteen, who recently turned 75, wistfully reflecting on his past. Like the record, the show includes moving shout-outs to Springsteen's very first group, the Castiles, as well as founding E Street members Danny Federici and Clarence Clemons, who died in 2008 and 2011, respectively. "Road Diary" makes no mention of band members' bouts of covid and Springsteen's own ulcer condition that led to several shows being canceled, but at one point in the film, Springsteen's wife, Patti Scialfa, explains that she hasn't been touring as much in recent years because she has been diagnosed with multiple myeloma.

From left, E Street Band members Garry Tallent, Nils Lofgren, Steven Van Zandt, Bruce Springsteen, Max Weinberg, Patti Scialfa and Roy Bittan. (Disney) 


"There was no pre-discussion [that] we were going to go down that road," Zimny said, explaining that some of his earliest projects were music videos for Scialfa's solo projects. "There's enormous trust there." As for Springsteen's presence in the film, the filmmaker made a counterintuitive choice to forgo a talking-head interview, instead recording him reading a journal-like narration. The result is a celebratory and sobering portrait of a performer who has spent his entire career playing every show as if it were his last, now preparing himself and his fans for the day when that metaphor becomes a reality.
Zimny, 59, calls "Road Diary" a film "24 years in the making," referring to the rapport he's built with Landau and Springsteen since first meeting them when he was editing the HBO documentary "Bruce Springsteen and the E Street Band: Live in New York City." Landau was particularly impressed by Zimny's work on "Tenth Avenue Freeze-Out," an epic 19-minute version that doglegged into a cover of "Take Me to the River," a tent-revival oration and band introductions, finally culminating in an iconic piece of stagecraft with Springsteen and Clemons. "The way Thom put that sequence together, that was one of the moments I knew he's got a future here with us," observed Landau. "Thom didn't realize that he had been captured by Planet Bruce. And 20-some-odd years later here he is, doing the best work he's ever done."

From left, Steven Van Zandt, Bruce Springsteen, Thom Zimny and Jon Landau attend the premiere of "Road Diary: Bruce Springsteen and the E Street Band" at the 2024 Toronto International Film Festival on Sept. 8. (Cindy Ord/Getty Images) 


Zimny was growing up in the New Jersey shore town of Point Pleasant, the son of a frequently unemployed construction worker, when he listened to Springsteen's 1978 album "Darkness on the Edge of Town" for the first time. He was 13. "[That] was the first time music spoke to me so deeply," he recalled, "because it was connecting a lot of details, images and people that were around me." Five years later Zimny, who is dyslexic, created a homemade music video of "Born in the U.S.A." using two clunky VCR decks, splicing together footage from a PBS Vietnam documentary and a local Memorial Day parade.
"All of a sudden, for the first time as a dyslexic, I put together a sentence," Zimny said. "It's not a sentence with words, it's a sentence of images."
With a new language at his fingertips, Zimny continued to edit, studying filmmaking at the School of Visual Arts in Manhattan and working for the nonfiction production company New York Center for Visual History; in 2000 he was asked to replace an editor who had unexpectedly dropped out of cutting "Live in New York City," which captured the final two concerts of an epic 10-day stand at Madison Square Garden the previous year.

Bruce Springsteen, left, and director Thom Zimny discuss the 2010 documentary "The Promise: The Making of Darkness on the Edge of Town" at the Fifth International Rome Film Festival on Nov. 1, 2010. (Pascal Le Segretain/Getty Images) 


Springsteen now acknowledges that documentary as a turning point in his relationship to film. Movies have always played an important role in his writing, from "Badlands," the 1973 Terrence Malick true-crime drama that inspired both the song and his album "Nebraska," to the film noir mood that infused "Darkness on the Edge of Town." His final line in "Western Stars," the 2019 documentary he co-directed with Zimny, is from one of his favorite films, "The Searchers." But earlier in his career, Springsteen had what he calls an "aversion" to filming his stage and studio performances. "A magician doesn't want [you] to look too closely at his magic trick," Springsteen explained in a recent phone conversation, adding with a laugh, "As I got older, I started realizing, 'Gee, we don't have much film of the band. I wonder why.'"
Although he agreed to film his performances for the "Live in New York City" movie, that project had a rocky beginning. "It was the beginning of high-def," Springsteen recalled, "or slow death, or whatever you want to call it." Although "Live in New York City" had been recorded on state-of-the-art digital video, while it was being edited he was watching works in progress at home, on VHS. When he went to Manhattan to see the finished film on the big screen, he was shocked. "Something came on that I simply didn't recognize." He recalled turning to Zimny and saying, "Why am I looking at the guy in the 30th row with the Grateful Dead T-shirt on instead of the narrative that [we] are weaving onstage in this moment? Why am I studying the illuminant corner of the drum riser? There was an enormous amount of information, and a lot of it was unnecessary information."
Zimny remembers when Springsteen told him what he wanted for "Live in New York City": an "archival" look that would warm up the film's pristine images. "He turned to me and said, 'I made an album ["Nebraska"] on a cassette. I have no problem taking this and putting grain to it.'" Using digital tools available at the time, Zimny proceeded to add grain, texture and desaturation until the visual aesthetic met with Springsteen's approval. "It was the beginning of us making a deal with ourselves," Springsteen recalled, "saying, 'Okay, if we can take all this care, we can start filming regularly.' And that's what we did."

Jake Clemons has been the saxophonist for the E Street Band since 2012, following the death of his uncle Clarence Clemons, the group's original saxophonist. (Disney) 



Drummer Max Weinberg in a scene from "Road Diary." (Disney) 



Bruce Springsteen, left, and singer Curtis King in a scene from "Road Diary." King started touring with the E Street Band in 2009. He is also a member of Springsteen's Sessions Band. (Disney) 


Until then, Springsteen had had an uneven experience with music videos (an aborted first attempt at the "Dancing in the Dark" music video is a famous disaster), which he chalks up to not having found a long-term partner on a par with such musical collaborators as Landau, Jimmy Iovine, Chuck Plotkin and Ron Aniello. "We didn't have that in film until Thom Zimny came along. He was an enormous part of the puzzle."
Zimny edited subsequent concert films of a 2003 show in Barcelona and a 1975 performance at London's Hammersmith Odeon that had been shot and then stored away for nearly 30 years. By this time, he was an editor on the HBO series "The Wire" and working on the Springsteen project at night, syncing up the visual images song by song, using his firsthand experience with Springsteen's stagecraft as a guide. "Just watching Clarence's shoulders, I knew whether it was a riff from 'Rosalita' or 'Jungleland,'" Zimny recalled.
In 2005 Zimny directed "Wings for Wheels," about the making of "Born to Run" (no VCRs were harmed) using material shot by filmmaker Barry Rebo, who had filmed several concerts, rehearsals and studio sessions in the 1970s and early 1980s. That footage has become an essential building block of the Springsteen visual canon, which now encompasses more than a dozen feature-length films, thanks in large part to the mind meld Zimny has achieved with Springsteen and Landau. Make no mistake: These aren't adversarial investigations (Springsteen and Landau are always listed as producers). But they're not mere fan service either. Whereas most rock docs are content simply to document a performance or illustrate a song, Zimny's films have become more densely layered extensions of Springsteen's own storytelling -- an accomplishment all the more impressive for the musician's initial ambivalence about how to use film in his work.

Bruce Springsteen and director Thom Zimny in Freehold, New Jersey. Zimny suggested filming at Roberto's Freehold Grill, a diner Springsteen said has frequented "since I was 5," with his grandparents and parents, and on dates as a teenager. Before June 2022 it was known as Tony's Freehold Grill. (Rob DeMartin) 


To Landau, Zimny has achieved the filmmaking equivalent of the musicians in the E Street Band, who are so in the pocket that they're "able to collaborate with Bruce wherever Bruce goes." For Zimny, as rewarding as diving into the vault has been, "more important, to me is the filmmaking journey. How are we going to tell these stories? The beautiful thing Bruce said early on was, 'There's no "Born to Run II."' I've always used that as a reference. Each time we're going to approach the story fresh."
Most recently, and of a piece with what Springsteen calls a shared "emotional geography" with Zimny, that meant returning to their common roots in Freehold, New Jersey, to direct a video of the singer endorsing Kamala Harris for president. After Landau told him about the project, Zimny suggested filming at Roberto's Freehold Grill, a diner Springsteen has been frequenting "since I was 5," with his grandparents and parents, and on dates as a teenager. It's also where Zimny interviewed him for the "Born to Run" documentary and shot the video for "Long Walk Home," a song Springsteen has been introducing on tour as "a prayer for my country" ("Here everybody has a neighbor/ Everybody has a friend/ Everybody has a reason to begin again").

Bruce Springsteen and director Thom Zimny walk through a neighborhood in  Freehold, New Jersey. (Rob DeMartin) 


Landau loved the idea. "I said, 'We'll put Bruce at the counter,'" he recalled. "And Thom said, 'And the camera will be the friend he's talking to.' It was a masterstroke." For Zimny, the choice was an instinctive one, steeped in history he's helped to both preserve and shape.
"I can never fully unpack a creative choice," he noted. "I also believe in the mystery of mistakes. It's something I've witnessed Bruce do in the studio and the live show. You get out of your own way, and something happens, and the story is told."
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Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-10-24

The "Capital Brutalism" exhibit is on view at the National Building Museum through Feb. 17. (National Building Museum)


The following special exhibitions are on view at area museums. For a complete list of all permanent, indefinite and long-term exhibitions, please consult individual museum websites. Museums marked with an * are free. Note: The National Geographic Museum and the Smithsonian's Arts and Industries Building are temporarily closed for renovations.
*AMERICAN UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AT THE KATZEN ARTS CENTER
Eight exhibitions are on view through Dec. 8: "Ralph Steadman: And Another Thing," "Joseph Holston: Call and Response," "Endless Transformations: The Alchemy of Connie Imboden," "Faces of the Republican Party," "New American Landscapes," "Mira Hecht: In the Center Thereof Rose a Fountain," "Pegan Brooke: Flux II, Light on Water," and "A Sight to Behold: The Corcoran Legacy Collection of Nineteenth and Early Twentieth-Century American Landscape Paintings." 4400 Massachusetts Ave. NW. american.edu/cas/museum
*ANACOSTIA COMMUNITY MUSEUM
"A Bold and Beautiful Vision: A Century of Black Arts Education in Washington, DC, 1900-2000," through March 2. Artifacts and original artworks highlight this exhibition honoring African American artist-educators. 1901 Fort Pl. SE. anacostia.si.edu
CAPITAL JEWISH MUSEUM
The museum features two ongoing exhibitions about Jewish history, from 1790 to today, and how to build a better future in the National Capital Region: "What Is Jewish Washington?" and "Connect. Reflect. Act." 575 Third St. NW. capitaljewishmuseum.org
*DUMBARTON OAKS
"Striking Designs: Communicating Through Coins," through May 31. An exploration of how the Roman and Byzantine Empire used money to spread ideology.
"The White House," through June. This installation by Colombian artist Santiago Montoya features 12 houses of varying sizes -- 11 made of coal and one made of white chocolate. 1703 32nd St. NW. doaks.org
* FOLGER SHAKESPEARE LIBRARY
"Imprints in Time," through Jan. 5. This display features rare books and manuscripts from the eclectic collection of Stuart and Mimi Rose. 201 East Capitol St. SE. folger.edu
*GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AND TEXTILE MUSEUM
"Irresistible: The Global Patterns of Ikat," through Dec. 21. Ikat textiles from nations around the world are on display in this celebration of the ancient resist-dyeing technique.
"Art Uncovered: Visionary Textile Scholars and Their Archives," through April 5. A global selection of letters, photos and more from the Arthur D. Jenkins Library's archives.
"A Tale of Two Houses," through May 17. An exploration of two houses central to D.C. history: the Woodhull House in Foggy Bottom and George Hewitt Myers's Kalorama residence. 701 21st St. NW. museum.gwu.edu
*HIRSHHORN MUSEUM AND SCULPTURE GARDEN
"Revolutions: Art From the Hirshhorn Collection, 1860-1960," through April 20. This collection presents 208 artworks made during a period defined by evolutions in science, philosophy and mechanization.
"Osgemeos: Endless Story," through Aug. 3. This full-floor presentation tracks the collaboration and artistic trajectory of Brazilian identical twins Gustavo and Otavio Pandolfo.
"Basquiat x Banksy," through Oct. 26, 2025. The exhibition of two paintings, one by Jean-Michel Basquiat and one by Banksy, marks the first time either artist's work has been presented at the museum. Seventh Street and Independence Avenue SW. hirshhorn.si.edu
HILLWOOD ESTATE, MUSEUM AND GARDENS
"Fragile Beauty: Art of the Ocean," through Jan. 5. This exhibition includes works that evoke the water, as well as pieces created with oceanic materials. 4155 Linnean Ave. NW. hillwoodmuseum.org
*LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
"Collecting Memories: Treasures From the Library of Congress," through December 2025. The David M. Rubenstein Treasures Gallery's first exhibition examines the ways in which cultures preserve memory. Thomas Jefferson Building, 10 First St. SE. loc.gov
MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE
"Sacred Words: Revealing the Earliest Hebrew Book," through Jan. 12. The oldest known Hebrew book, featuring Sabbath morning prayers and liturgical poems, is on display.
"Billy Graham's Canvas Cathedral," through Jan. 26. A reflection on Billy Graham's evangelistic campaigns in the late 1940s.
"The Megiddo Mosaic: Foundations of Faith," through July 6. This interactive exhibit showcases an ancient mosaic floor discovered by archaeologists in 2005. 400 Fourth St. SW. museumofthebible.org 
*NATIONAL ARCHIVES MUSEUM
"Power & Light: Russell Lee's Coal Survey," through Dec. 7, 2025. A display of more than 200 images of coal communities from American documentary photographer Russell Lee. 701 Constitution Ave. NW. museum.archives.gov
NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM
"Capital Brutalism," through Feb. 17. An exploration of the Metro system and seven D.C. buildings designed in the polarizing brutalist style.
"Frank Lloyd Wright's Southwestern Pennsylvania," through March 17. This exhibition shines a light on projects the architect designed for the region from the 1930s through the 1950s.
"Brick City," through spring. U.K.-based artist Warren Elsmore uses Lego pieces to re-create destinations from all seven continents, including New Orleans during Mardi Gras and medieval Japanese castles.
"Mini Memories: Souvenir Buildings From the David Weingarten Collection," through 2025. A showcase of 400 miniature building souvenirs from nearly 70 countries.
"House & Home," ongoing. A collection of photographs, models, films and objects that examine American homes both familiar and unconventional.
"Building Stories," ongoing. This immersive exhibition dives into the world of architecture, engineering, construction and design as depicted in children's books. 401 F St. NW. nbm.org
*NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART
"Gordon Parks: Camera Portraits From the Corcoran Collection," through Jan. 12. A display of 25 portraits taken by groundbreaking photographer Gordon Parks between 1941 and 1970.
"In the Library: Life in the Impressionists' Paris," through Jan. 17. A selection of some 40 photographs and prints capturing the art scene in late 19th-century Paris.
"Paris 1874: The Impressionist Moment," through Jan. 19. A presentation of 130 works, including paintings from Paul Cezanne, Claude Monet and Camille Pissarro, examines impressionism's origins.
"Spirit & Strength: Modern Art From Haiti," through March 9. Haiti's significance to the African diaspora is put on display in this exhibition featuring 21 recently gifted works. Sixth Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nga.gov
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE
"Reclaiming My Time," through February. An exhibition highlighting work by contemporary Black designers about issues of cultural heritage, bodies at rest, labor and leisure.
"Reckoning: Protest. Defiance. Resilience.," ongoing. The exhibition focuses on the Black Lives Matter movement and art that depicts resistance and protest. 14th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nmaahc.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN ART
"From the Deep: In the Wake of Drexciya With Ayana V. Jackson," through Jan. 6. Artist Ayana V. Jackson uses animation, immersive video, installation, sound and scent in an exhibition inspired by the 1990s techno band Drexciya, whose albums imagined a mythical aquatopia populated by descendants of pregnant African women thrown (or who jumped) overboard into the Atlantic during the Middle Passage.
"Bruce Onobrakpeya: The Mask and the Cross," through Jan. 21. A showcase of Nigerian sculptor and printmaker Bruce Onobrakpeya's earliest commissions from the late 1960s.
"John Akomfrah: Five Murmurations," on long-term view. The Ghanaian-born, London-based artist and filmmaker addresses the covid-19 pandemic, the murder of George Floyd and the worldwide protests in support of Black Lives Matter in this visual essay of our times. 950 Independence Ave. SW. africa.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY
"Forensic Science on Trial," through June. An exhibition breaking down how forensic science has been used in more than 150 years of trials.
"Presente! A Latino History of the United States." The Molina Family Latino Gallery is the first gallery space of the new National Museum of the American Latino; it tells U.S. history from the perspective of members of the diverse Latino community and covers themes such as immigration, identity and legacy. Constitution Avenue NW, between 12th and 14th streets. americanhistory.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN
"Sublime Light: Tapestry Art of DY Begay," through July 13. The first retrospective of the Navajo fiber artist's career features 48 tapestries spanning three decades of work.
"Unbound: Narrative Art of the Plains," through Jan. 20, 2026. Historical hides, muslins and ledger books from the Great Plains are presented alongside 50 contemporary works commissioned by the museum. Fourth Street and Independence Avenue SW. americanindian.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ASIAN ART
"An Epic of Kings: The Great Mongol Shahnama," through Jan. 12. An exhibition featuring 25 folios from the Shahnama, the celebrated medieval Persian manuscript.
"Striking Objects: Contemporary Japanese Metalwork," through Jan. 11, 2026. Works from the collection of Shirley Z. Johnson highlight the ways in which modern Japanese metalworking is used in traditional methods. 1050 Independence Ave. SW. asia.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
"Lights Out: Recovering Our Night Sky," through December 2025. Photographs, objects, models and interactive elements are used to explore the effects of light pollution.
"Dazzling Diversity," through Dec. 16, 2025. Early natural history books from the Smithsonian Libraries and Archives put scientific knowledge of the insect world on display.
"Cellphone: Unseen Connections," through 2026. This exhibition, about the way phones connect us to the natural world, features multimedia installations, a sprawling graphic novel and more than 750 objects. 10th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. naturalhistory.si.edu 
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS
"Suchitra Mattai: Myth From Matter," through Jan. 12. An exhibition pairing the Guyanese-born artist's recent work, including mixed media and sculpture, with objects sourced from D.C. collections.
"In Focus: Artists at Work," through April 20. Video documentaries explore the creative processes of eight contemporary artists. 1250 New York Ave. NW. nmwa.org
*NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY
"Brilliant Exiles: American Women in Paris, 1900-1939," through Feb. 23. An exhibition highlighting the feats of 60 American women who traversed the Atlantic in the early 20th century in pursuit of creative freedom.
"This Morning, This Evening, So Soon: James Baldwin and the Voices of Queer Resistance," through April 20. Curated by Pulitzer Prize-winning writer Hilton Als, this collection explores the interconnected lives of Baldwin, Lorraine Hansberry, Bayard Rustin and other queer civil rights activists.
"Picturing the Presidents: Daguerreotypes and Ambrotypes from the National Portrait Gallery's Collection," through June 8. This exhibition features photographs of 11 U.S. presidents.
"Felix Gonzalez-Torres: Always to Return," through July 6. The artist's work is presented in D.C. for the first time in more than 30 years, with a focus on his groundbreaking portraiture.
"Recent Acquisitions," through Oct. 26, 2025. This display showcases 21 additions to the museum's collection, all representing female subjects or made by women. Subjects include singer Beyonce Knowles-Carter, Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, writer Octavia Butler and actress Greta Garbo.
"Star Power: Photographs From Hollywood's Golden Age by George Hurrell," through Jan. 4, 2026. This exhibition highlights the work of Hurrell, a Hollywood photographer whose portraits captured the likes of Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy and Joan Crawford. Eighth and F streets NW. npg.si.edu
*NATIONAL POSTAL MUSEUM
"Baseball: America's Home Run," through Jan. 5. This exhibition dives into the surprising ways baseball and postal history have intersected since the early 20th century.
"Voting by Mail: Civil War to Covid-19," through Feb. 23. This election-year exhibition features objects spanning three centuries that have been used to help U.S. citizens vote by mail. 2 Massachusetts Ave. NE. postalmuseum.si.edu
PHILLIPS COLLECTION
"Where We Meet," through Nov. 10. An installation unifying works from the Phillips Collection and the Howard University Gallery of Art. 1600 21st St. NW. phillipscollection.org
*RENWICK GALLERY
"Subversive, Skilled, Sublime: Fiber Art by Women," through Jan. 5. Works of cotton, wool, polyester and silk are presented in an exhibition that considers an alternative history of American art.
"Contemporary Craft at the Renwick Gallery," ongoing. More than 100 works composed of fiber, ceramics, glass, metal, wood and other materials showcase handmade art of the 21st century.
"Janet Echelman's 1.8 Renwick," ongoing. The American sculptor's fiber and lighting installation projects shadow drawings in colors that move from wall to wall. Pennsylvania Avenue and 17th Street NW. americanart.si.edu
*SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN ART MUSEUM
"Artist to Artist," through May 18. This rotating exhibition highlights eight artist pairings, each of which features two figures whose trajectories intersected at a key moment.
"Sightlines: Chinatown and Beyond," through Nov. 30, 2025. This gallery overlooking D.C.'s Chinatown neighborhood highlights Asian Americans' cultural impact on the nation's capital.
"Isaac Julien: Lessons of the Hour -- Frederick Douglass," through 2026. A joint purchase by the Portrait Gallery and the Smithsonian American Art Museum, this five-screen video installation uses period reenactments to create a portrait of the activist, writer, orator and philosopher Frederick Douglass. G and Eighth streets NW. americanart.si.edu
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Bernie Sanders jumps on Twitch with Pokimane and Valkyrae to back Harris
Both major parties have chased alternative media and the gamer vote, as Democrats and their allies fear the left is giving up critical organizing power online.
By Gene Park | 2024-10-23

Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vermont.) speaks at the Democratic National Convention in August. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


Sen. Bernie Sanders joined the stump for Kamala Harris on Tuesday evening with popular Twitch and YouTube streamers Pokimane, Valkyrae, AustinShow and Sykkuno, a virtual YouTube creator, or "Vtuber," someone who uses an animated avatar to represent them on camera. Sanders (I-Vermont) is now probably the highest-ranking elected American politician to interact with a Vtuber, a peculiar juxtaposition as both Republican and Democratic campaigns try to reach as many undecided younger voters as possible before Election Day -- in particular young men online.
"Do you know what a Vtuber is?" Sykkuno asked. "Have you heard of a Vtuber before?"
"Nope," Sanders said. The group explained.
Sanders spent about 30 minutes talking with the four creators about a variety of topics, including raising the minimum wage, and he commented on Donald Trump's recent stage-managed appearance at a Pennsylvania McDonald's drive-through window.
"We can help the lives of millions and millions of working people," Sanders said regarding raising the hourly minimum wage to at least $15, which Harris recently backed. "... We're going to work on her to get it even higher than that. That's the real difference between the two candidates."
Sanders also took questions from people in the creators' audience. One man asked Sanders how he could convince his middle-class family to turn away from Trump.
"When Trump was president, he tried to end the Affordable Care Act," Sanders said. "Now I'm not a great fan of the Affordable Care Act, but it is providing health care to millions of Americans. ... Please tell your family that Trump's main concern is protecting the interest of the billionaire class. He could care less about the middle class."
Sanders joined Twitch in 2019 and has used the channel to stream announcements and events. Tuesday's stream was organized by Progressive Victory, a political action committee focused on digital political organizing.
"The extreme right has made a successful effort to insert itself into online spaces and non-traditional forms of communication. We cannot cede that space," Sanders said in a statement before the stream. "If the Democratic Party wants to hold onto the support of young Americans, it must address the issue of concern to them."
Sanders added that these issues include rent-control protections, universal health care, affordable higher education, climate change solutions, women's rights and anti-bigotry policies.
"Too often, the demands of young people in this country are called 'radical' or 'unrealistic.' I disagree," he said. "These are completely reasonable, practical policies for the wealthiest country in the history of the world to adopt."
Pokimane and Valkyrae are two of the most prominent female streamers, with more than 21 million followers combined across Twitch and YouTube. The Harris-Walz campaign has also targeted smaller audiences: Earlier this month, it partnered with Preheat, a streamer with 51,000 Twitch followers who plays "World of Warcraft," on a stream that focused on a Tim Walz rally.

Pokimane attends a Gucci show in Milan in September. (Jon Kopaloff/Getty Images)



Valkyrae accepts an award in May in Los Angeles. (Jon Kopaloff/Getty Images)


The Harris-Walz campaign also took out ads on IGN, the biggest gaming news site, that included messaging attacking the Heritage Foundation's Project 2025 -- a right-wing policy blueprint spearheaded by former Trump administration officials -- with the hopes of reaching young men. Trump has recently appeared with such creators as Adin Ross, a popular 24-year-old streamer who has been permanently banned from Twitch for the use of "hateful slurs or symbols."
The Harris campaign's tactics are aimed at addressing a view among Democrats and their allies that the left is giving up critical organizing spaces online. Hasan Piker, the most prominent leftist pundit on Twitch, recently said young men on the internet are growing up to be more conservative because the left's hold on these spaces hasn't been as strong as the right's. Instead, liberal activists often focus energies on mainstream media.
Progressive Victory is built to address that issue, demonstrating a willingness to join forces with left-leaning creators known for diving into culture wars and using combative language to address issues, a sharp contrast to the bookish, buttoned-up pundits on broadcast news programs.
Sam Drzymala, founder and executive director of Progressive Victory, said political activists must meet young people where they are using their platforms, language and culture. The group has worked with popular online creators, including Destiny, Vaush and the Warhammer streamer Counterpoints, to spread messaging and canvass for Senate races. Drzymala said the young male volunteers he has met through working with content creators have the same core values as Democrats, such as building a more equitable economic future and fostering community.
"Our country faces a loneliness epidemic, and young men are particularly vulnerable," he said. "The right has invested heavily in online spaces that exploit this for political gain while promoting a fear-driven version of masculinity, and the Democratic Party needs to address it. ... We're a big tent party, and it's big enough for everyone."
This year, campaigns have catered to internet creators left and right. The Democratic National Convention offered "creator credentials" to some 200 influencers who joined the mainstream press for coverage. Other lawmakers on the left embraced digital platforms early, with Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-New York) appearing across several Twitch streams in 2020 and hosting her own. Rep. Ilhan Omar (D-Minnesota) participated in those streams and even showed off her gaming PC rig.
The campaigns have also taken special note of gamers as a voting constituency and a potential resource for activism. Digital strategist Sabrina Cartan helped organize the recent Geeks & Nerds for Harris-Walz event, which was hosted by TV "Wonder Woman" Lynda Carter and raised $512,000. Cartan also helped with a Gamers for Harris stream last week.
She said gamers have unique skills, "particularly the ability to connect with strangers online and engage in collaborative decision-making." Last week's stream included actor Wil Wheaton and Seamus Blackley, one of the programmers responsible for creating Microsoft's Xbox, as well as other video game developers and artists.
"Many of them are planning additional activities over the next two weeks," Cartan said.
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Cyndi Lauper is ready for a big, colorful goodbye
The legendary performer brings her farewell tour to Capital One Arena on Sunday, Oct. 27.
By Haben Kelati | 2024-10-23

Cyndi Lauper. (Timothy Greenfield-Sanders)


The same series of thoughts runs through Cyndi Lauper's brain before every show: "Singing my best and doing my best and the terror that I wouldn't be good enough."
"I always go through that," she says. Even after 41 years in the limelight. After four decades of concerts. An Emmy, a Tony and a pair of Grammys. Undebatable icon status.
Terror that I wouldn't be good enough.
Lauper is talking on the phone from a tour bus in Canada. She felt the terror the night before, when she performed in Toronto, and three days before that when she was in Montreal. The terror is heightened because of the stakes; this is Cyndi Lauper's farewell tour. Luckily, it melted as she took the stage in Montreal.
"It was unbelievable," she says. "It's so much love. It's a nice way to say goodbye."
Lauper is 71 now. Her career-defining debut, "She's So Unusual," was released in October 1983, when she was 30 years old. When filmmakers first tried to convince her to participate in a documentary, her response was, "Hey, I'm not dead!"
But as she approached her eighth decade, she finally agreed, wanting to make sure what came out was true and authentic. The resulting film, "Let the Canary Sing," was released in summer 2023. In the process of making the film, the idea of a farewell tour came up. And it just felt right.
When it comes to artists who define a decade, it's hard to find someone who does so to the scale that Lauper defined the 1980s. That juggernaut 1983 project featured the bombastic "Girls Just Want to Have Fun" and other classic pop hits like "Time After Time" and "She Bop."
When Lauper reminisces on those white-hot years, it sounds like a blur. "I think I had my head so far up my butt because I was so petrified," she says. "Before the shows, I'd be doing my [vocal] exercises. After the show, I'd be doing my exercises. Go to my room. Steam. Sleep. Get up, do my exercises, go to the gig, do my exercises. Go onstage, come off. ... That was my world!"
A lot of work for a girl who just wants to have fun.
And as all-encompassing as her music career was, it also wasn't enough. She went on to become Cyndi Lauper, the Tony Award-winning Broadway music writer. When she won the best original score Tony for "Kinky Boots," she was the first woman ever to receive that honor solo. There's also Lauper the Hollywood actress.
And then perhaps the most personal title: Lauper the vocal advocate for human rights. "Where I'm from, you don't stand by and watch your friends and family lose their civil liberties," the New Yorker who never lost her accent says about her activist worldview.
That outspoken nature can be traced back to her musical beginnings, too. On her 1986 sophomore album, Lauper achieved her second Hot 100 No. 1 with "True Colors." She told Billboard the song was inspired by a gay friend being diagnosed with AIDS, and it became a unifying record for a community in the midst of a devastating epidemic. It also eventually became the namesake for Lauper's nonprofit benefiting the LGBTQ+ homeless community.
Lauper is clear that this tour is about closing just one chapter of her varied career and life. Still, she takes the gravitas of this farewell seriously. "I wanted to say goodbye in a big way. Not a little way. A big way."

Cyndi Lauper performs during her 2024 "Girls Just Want to Have Fun" farewell tour. (Patrick Beaudry)


Lauper still talks about the art of performance with enthusiasm and awe. "This is a once-in-a-lifetime thing for me because it's a big show. And it's everything I dreamed of doing," she says.
No more compromising to make a smaller theater show work; she hasn't been on an arena tour since her hectic run in the 1980s. The tour's creative director, Brian Burke -- who has worked on massive shows like "America's Got Talent" and Celine Dion's Las Vegas residency -- helped Lauper bring the big dreams she still dreams into real life.
She pours out compliment after compliment to her other tour collaborators, which include artists Yayoi Kusama and Daniel Wurtzel and fashion designers Geoffrey Mac and Christian Siriano. "It's not just a show for me; it's filled with a lot of love, and I'm trying to make people happy and go through the gamut of their human experience and mine," she says, as her gratitude at seeing the full potential of her artistic vision realized becomes palpable.
At the merch stands at Lauper's tour, fans will find different colored wigs for sale, an homage to Lauper's vibrant, multicolored aesthetic -- a look she's quick to remind you she still rocks today: "My hair is green right now. It's mint -- because at this age you can't go dark," she jokes. She wants her audience to put on the wigs and embrace the party atmosphere -- and feel good that all proceeds of wig sales will go to Lauper's foundation Girls Just Want to Have Fundamental Rights.
She's letting go of the terror -- ready, now, to just have fun.
Oct. 27 at 8 p.m. at Capital One Arena, 601 F St. NW. ticketmaster.com. Starting at $49.50.
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D.C.'s best Halloween events: Parades, parties, pumpkins and more
However you want to celebrate spooky season around Washington, we've got an activity for you. 
By Sophia Solano, Fritz Hahn | 2024-10-23
Halloween used to be so simple when we were kids: You wore a costume to school on Oct. 31, and that night, you went trick-or-treating. But now Halloween is stretched over multiple weeks, with activities almost every night: costume contests, movie screenings, cocktail tastings, trivia nights and bar crawls. That's to say nothing of the family-friendly festivals, parties for dog owners or late-night museum parties.
To help you make the most of spooky season, we've broken a week's worth of events into categories, so those looking to show off their pumpkin carving skills or find the right DJ night know where to go. But keep in mind that some events could easily fit in multiple categories: Children are welcome at some of the featured concerts and movie nights, and museum parties have costume contests and open bars.
However you celebrate, be smart, and remember that the Washington Regional Alcohol Program offers free $15 Lyft credits on Saturday to discourage drinking and driving. See soberride.com for details.

Competitors at the 36th annual 17th Street High Heel Race in 2023. (Candace Dane Chambers for The Washington Post)


D.C.'s favorite Halloween tradition finds dozens of fancifully costumed drag queens -- all wearing impractical high heels -- racing down 17th Street while thousands of spectators line the course to cheer. The actual event, which takes place the Tuesday before Halloween, is over in seconds, but for hours before taking their marks, participants turn 17th between P and R streets into a catwalk, strutting up and down to show off their outfits and take selfies with fans. Oct. 29 from 6 to 10 p.m.; race is at 9 p.m. tinyurl.com/2024HighHeelRace. Free.
Hip-Hop Halloween Bar Crawl on U Street
The eighth edition of this Halloween staple keeps with the usual formula: DJs taking over eight U Street bars over the course of Saturday afternoon, each with a different musical theme. At Saint-Ex, for example, Jerome Baker III offers "Call the Coroner," a tribute to deceased rappers, while DJ Dutch hosts "Southern Freaks Come Out at Night" at Amsterdam Lounge. Each set lasts three hours, and they're staggered throughout the day to make it easy to cruise between locations. Each bar offers drink and food specials, and there's a $250 prize for the best costume. (Old-school hip-hop outfits are strongly encouraged.) Oct. 26 from 2 to 10 p.m. regmopromo.com. $30; group discounts available.
Hoppy Halloween on the Metropolitan Beer Trail
The Metropolitan Beer Trail -- a collection of 11 breweries and craft-beer-friendly bars situated along the Metropolitan Branch Trail in Northeast Washington -- hosts a crawl with a Halloween twist: Don a costume Saturday and pick up a Hoppy Halloween passport at any location, including Red Bear Brewing or the Dew Drop Inn. Get it stamped at at least three breweries or bars on Saturday and turn it in for a chance to win gift certificates. Oct. 26 from noon to 11:30 p.m. nomabid.org. Free.
Navy Yard Halloween Bar Fest
Visit nine bars around Nationals Park -- including Mission, the Bullpen, Duke's Grocery, and Chicken and Whiskey -- in any order you wish during this day-long event, with drink specials at each location. Costumes are (obviously) encouraged. Oct. 26 from noon to 8 p.m. bucketlisters.com. $18.
Carlyle Halloween Bar Crawl
Hop the King Street Trolley between bars at this trip around Alexandria's Carlyle neighborhood, including Lost Boy Cider, Sweetfire Donna's and Whiskey & Oyster. Each location features drink specials and costume contests. All ticket proceeds benefit Alexandria poverty-fighting nonprofit Alive. Oct. 26 from 2 to 6 p.m. alxhgr.com. $10.
Halloween Hop at Glen Echo Spanish Ballroom
Dress up in your favorite retro duds -- or your comfortable-yet-topical Halloween costume -- for a night at the historic Spanish Ballroom, where the Grandsons play jump blues and roots rock just for jitterbugs. A free swing dance lesson starts the night, and there are prizes for the best couple and group outfits. Oct. 26 at 8 p.m. gottaswing.com. $20-$30.
NSO Halloween Spooktacular at the Kennedy Center
Have you ever seen a troll play a trumpet or a Viking on violin? Join the festively dressed National Symphony Orchestra and conductor Michelle Merrill for a family concert featuring familiar and spooky classical tunes. Arrive early to trick-or-treat and "meet" the instruments at a musical petting zoo in the Great Hall. Oct. 27 at 2 and 4 p.m. kennedy-center.org. $22-$24.
Night of the Flick and Halloween Cover Show at Comet Ping Pong
Comet Ping Pong's Halloween party is two shows in one. Arrive early for a 7:30 p.m. screening of "Zombie," a gory 1979 film about the living dead on a Caribbean island; stick around for Comet's annual cover show, with Emotional World performing the music of My Bloody Valentine and Milo in the Doldrums playing songs by the Replacements. Oct. 28, doors at 6:30 p.m. cometpingpong.com. Free.
Vampire Glam Halloween Party at Jammin Java
Wear your most over-the-top vampire accessories -- billowing cape, sharp canines and, yes, glitter -- to the Vienna venue, which is celebrating Halloween with local artists Ari Voxx and the Sad Lads, Shelley Star and the Galaxy, and Zeus on the Leus. Oct. 31 at 7:30 p.m. jamminjava.com. $15-$25.

It's okay, Monster. You'll get 'em next time. (Illustration by Racheal Bruce for The Washington Post)


Rave in the Grave at Ivy Hill Cemetery
This Alexandria costume contest and dance party doubles as a fundraiser for the Ivy Hill Cemetery Historical Preservation Society -- so your attendance helps keeps ghosts alive. The evening, which takes place outdoors in the cemetery, also includes themed drinks, games, tours and more. Oct. 26 from 7 to 9:30 p.m. ivyhillcemetery.net. $50-$55.
1960s Halloween Party at Astro Beer Hall
The beer hall's Shirlington location turns into a time machine during Halloweekend -- and you can't enter without a 1960s-themed costume. Dance to 1960s tunes, grab a themed drink and enter the costume contest for a chance to win a $200 gift card. Fare includes $5 Apollo Smashburgers and Asteroid Chicken Sandwiches. Oct. 26 from 8 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. astrobeerhall.com. Free.
Basement Raggaeton Halloween Party at Binge Bar
Behind New Year's Eve (and perhaps some truly grueling Christmases), Halloween is one of the biggest drinking holidays of the year. But if you're looking for the rare party sans alcohol, start at Binge Bar. The sober bar on H Street NE is holding a reggaeton-inspired costume party. The dress code? "Latin Urban Halloween Glam, Villainous Vibes or Come As You Are." Expect a live DJ, pop-up bites from Square Taco, raffles and a costume contest -- the winner receives a four-top VIP table at the bar's next Sober Seltzer Comedy Show. Entry is free, but $45 will get you access to the open bar with spirit-free cocktails, beers and tea infusions. Oct. 25 from 9 p.m. to midnight. linktr.ee/bingebardc. Free.
See you in HellBENT: The Final BENT at 9:30 Club
For the past six years, DJ Lemz (a.k.a. LGBTQ+ nightlife staple Steve Lemmerman) has thrown BENT, 9:30 Club's quarterly dance party, which transforms the 1,200-person venue into a showcase for drag, LGBTQ+ DJs and go-go dancers. This edition is special in two ways. For one, it's Halloween-themed. But it's also the last BENT party Lemmerman is throwing, so he's going out with a bang. The lineup includes DJs the Barber Streisand and Samson, plus performances by Pussy Noir, Haus of Bambi and Ana Latour. Oct. 26 at 10 p.m. 9:30.com. $25.
Nightmare in Navy Yard at Capital Turnaround
One of the city's best-selling and most produced dance parties returns to Navy Yard for a fifth year. This time, there are two floors with DJs, a five-hour open bar, haunted decor and over 50 animatronics. Attendees can also catch "Paranormal Activity" or "The Exorcist" in virtual reality, watch live painting, or share scary stories in a video podcast booth. Oct. 26 from 8 p.m. to 2 a.m. nightmareinnavyyard.com. $60.
Cosmic Dance All-Vinyl Party at the Passenger
The Shaw cocktail bar is throwing it back with an all-vinyl DJ set by music historian Adrian Loving at its Halloween celebration. Come in costume for prizes and drink specials. Oct. 26 from 9 p.m. to 3 a.m. passengerdc.com. Free.
WPGC Halloween Party at Piano Keys Lounge
WPGC's DJ Reddz is on the decks at the Brandywine lounge's Halloween party, which features a costume contest and WPGC broadcasting live from 10 p.m. to midnight. Free admission is for standing room; tables are available for reservations. Oct. 26 from 9 p.m. to 2 a.m. pianokeyslounge.com. Free.
Halloween Thriller at Takoma Station
Daylight DC's Halloween Thriller is the move for anyone who actually remembers watching the "Thriller" video on MTV. DJs Divine and RBI spin old-school R&B, hip-hop and throwback jams, and retro costumes are encouraged. Oct. 31 from 7 p.m. to midnight. daylightdc.com. $10.
Altar Call at Crush
Veteran D.C. drag performer Lena Lett, whom you may remember from such institutions as Ziegfeld's and Town and will soon see at Crush's forthcoming weekly drag bingo -- is the Halloween host at the 14th Street bar. Triple-check your outfit, because there's a $1,000 prize in the costume contest. DJs Norm Hillenburg and Ari D provide the vibes. Oct. 31 at 10 p.m. crushbardc.com. Free.
Howl-O-Ween Extravaganza at Bark Social Bethesda
Drag queens Vagenesis, Baphomette, Tiffany D. Carter and more start the party at Bark Social Bethesda's Halloween celebration, which features dancing and costume contests for big dogs, little dogs, people and groups. Note that all pups must be registered with dog park/bar Bark Social. Oct. 25 at 8 p.m. barksocial.com. $20 general admission; $100 table for four.
Paws for a Cause at Wunder Garten
Dress up your pup for a trio of costume contests -- there are separate divisions for little dogs, big dogs and human-pet duos -- at Wunder Garten's doggy happy hour, which raises money for Rural Dog Rescue. There will be treats for both people and canines, and you don't have to be a dog owner to attend: Adoptable pups will be there looking for forever homes. Oct. 26 from 3 to 6 p.m. wundergartendc.com. $20 donation for entry into costume contests.
Halloween Puppy Yoga Spooktacular at Bark Social Bethesda
Whether or not you bring your dog, costumes are encouraged for all during this flow yoga session hosted by the Yoga House. The event includes an hour of yoga, plus plenty of time for photos and socializing. Oct. 27 at 2 p.m. barksocial.com. $30.
Howl-O-Ween Dog Costume Contest at Aslin Beer Co.
You can't bring your pet to most Halloween house parties, but their attendance is encouraged at Doggy Style Bakery's party at Aslin's 14th Street NW location. At the bakery's 22nd annual Costume Pawty, the costume contest awards prizes in four categories: best trick for a treat, cutest pooch, most flamboyant pup and pack mentality (human-dog combo costume). Oct. 30 from 6 to 9 p.m. aslinbeer.com. Free.

Christian and Marisol Paz, along with sisters Camila and Valentina, wear Star Wars costumes during the Del Ray Halloween Parade. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Hill-O-Ween at Eastern Market
Capitol Hill's 20-year-running Halloween block party features trick-or-treating at local businesses, kid-friendly entertainment, photo booths, pumpkin decorating, face painting and more. Oct. 25 from 5 to 7:30 p.m. hilloweendc.com. Free.
Family Spooky Halloween Disco at Dance Place
The Northeast dance studio is again hosting a dance party for the whole family. Catch spooky tunes from a live DJ, grab some themed snacks, play Halloween-related games and, of course, come in costume. Oct. 26 from 4 to 6 p.m. danceplace.org. $15; $40 for a bundle of four tickets; free entry for children under 2.
Air & Scare at the Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center
Bad news: All tickets for the outdoor portion of the National Air and Space Museum's annual Halloween party have been claimed. The good news: Inside the museum is free and open to all. Dressed-up kids can expect to collect candy at trick-or-treat stations and snap photos with Star Wars characters. Other activities include story times and puppet shows for little ones, as well as eerie science experiments and creepy crafts for the whole family. Oct. 26 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. airandspace.si.edu. Free admission; $15 for parking.
Trick-or-Treat Family Party at City-State Brewing Co.
Grab a draft beer while the kids trick-or-treat, make Halloween-related crafts, get their faces painted and join a costume contest. A spooky vendor market starts at 2 p.m. Oct. 26 from 1 to 7 p.m. citystatebrewing.com. Free.
Harbor Halloween at National Harbor
National Harbor has a full day of Halloween events planned for the whole family. From 10 a.m. to 10 p.m., kids in costume can ride free on the Capital Wheel with a paying adult. From 12:30 to 2:30 p.m., they can trick-or-treat at participating businesses, and a screening of "Hocus Pocus" starts on the Plaza Screen at 1 p.m. There's also pumpkin carving, a pet costume parade and "howling happy hour" at Flight Deck, where humans can grab $6 beer and wine and dogs can get treats of their own. Oct. 27 from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. nationalharbor.com. Free.
Del Ray Halloween Parade
Now in its 28th year, this Del Ray Halloween tradition continues with children, pets and decorated strollers invited to march -- while showing off their costumes. The parade, which travels along Mount Vernon Avenue, ends with live music at the Mount Vernon Recreation Center field. This year's festivities also include a scavenger hunt and costume contests for humans and pets. Oct. 27 at 2 p.m. visitdelray.com. Free.
Spooktacular Trick-or-Treat at Union Market
Kids 12 and under are invited to a night of trick-or-treating around the Union Market district, featuring retailers such as Shop Made in DC, Byrdland and Angelika Pop-Up. Oct. 31 from 3 to 7 p.m. unionmarketdc.com. Free.
Bravo-Ween at Lulu's Winegarden
Answer trivia questions about "Vanderpump Rules" and "Summer House" while dressed as your favorite "Real Housewives" or "Below Decks" star at this annual Halloween-meets-reality-TV party. Look for discounted drinks and themed cocktails, plus prizes for the best costumes. Oct. 29 from 7 to 9 p.m. luluswinegarden.com. Free; reservations recommended, but walk-in spots are available.
Spooky Trivia at Calico
Tackle terrifying topics during a special edition of Calico's weekly trivia night. (Yes, it's on a Wednesday this week instead of the usual Tuesday.) Oct. 30 from 7 to 9 p.m. calicodc.com. Free.
Halloween Trivia at Shaw's Tavern
The best team costume wins a prize at a spooky Halloween-themed edition of trivia at Shaw's Tavern. Oct. 30 at 7:30 p.m. shawstavern.com. Free.
Harry Potter Trivia at Tap 99
Tap 99 is going as "The Wizard's Pour" this Halloween season, dressed up with floating candles, copies of the Daily Prophet and "Have you seen this wizard?" mirrors. It comes to a climax on Halloween night, as the Navy Yard bar hosts a Harry Potter-themed party with trivia, bingo, a costume contest, and butterbeer and special cocktails on draft. Oct. 31 from 4 to 11:30 p.m. tap-99.com. Free.

There will be multiple showings of "The Rocky Horror Picture Show" over the next week. (Moviestore/Shutterstock)


Halloween on Screen at AFI Silver
The American Film Institute has a big week leading up to Halloween, filling its theaters with scary movies like "The Shining" and "A Nightmare on Elm Street" but also making room for the blaxploitation zombie classic "Sugar Hill" and Werner Herzog's "Nosferatu the Vampyre." Saturday brings two special events: Local horror legend Count Gore de Vol hosts a screening of "The Texas Chainsaw Massacre," preceded by games and vintage horror clips at 7 p.m. And the annual Silver Spring Zombie Walk, which sees ghoulish, costumed undead staggering through downtown, returns to Ellsworth Plaza at 8:30 p.m. before shuffling to AFI for a 10 p.m. screening of "Shaun of the Dead." Oct. 25-31. silver.afi.com. $8-$15.
'The Rocky Horror Picture Show'
Watching "The Rocky Horror Picture Show" is a Halloween tradition, and there are multiple opportunities to see it over the next week. Metrobar's outdoor presentation includes live music by Bryce Bowyn and Shelley Star, plus performances by Hennessey, Baphomette and other local drag performers. Denizens Brewing hosts an interactive screening in its Riverdale taproom Saturday with costumes, beer and hot dogs. The AFI Silver Theatre has a screening with a full shadow cast on Saturday night as part of its "Halloween on Screen" series. But the biggest, juiciest "Rocky" is on Halloween night at the Lincoln Theatre, where Patricia Quinn, who played Magenta in the film, is the special guest at a screening with props, a costume contest and a full shadow cast. (Meet-and-greet packages are available.) Metrobar: Oct. 25 at 7 p.m. metrobardc.com. Free. Denizens: Oct. 26 at 7 p.m. denizensbrewingco.com. Free. AFI Silver: Oct. 26 at 10:30 p.m. afisilver.afi.com. $15. Lincoln Theatre: Oct. 31 at 8 p.m. thelincolndc.com. $55-$75; VIP $175.
Witches and Wine: 'Hocus Pocus' at Arlington Drafthouse
This "witches' night out" screening features the original "Hocus Pocus" on the big screen at the Arlington Drafthouse, with discounted wine before and during the film. Oct. 29 at 7 p.m. arlingtondrafthouse.com. $8.
'Halloweentown' at Audi Field
The biggest outdoor cinema in D.C.? That would be Audi Field, during the annual Movies on the Pitch series. Bring a blanket to spread out on the soccer field and watch the family comedy "Halloweentown." Concessions will be available for sale. Beginning at 5:30 p.m., the D.C. United Fall Fest outside the gates features face painting, trick-or-treating and other activities. Oct. 30 at 8 p.m. fevo-enterprise.com. Free; RSVP required.
Late Night: Boos & Brews at the National Building Museum
This party is your chance to explore the haunted corners of the National Building Museum during an after-dark ghost tour. Afraid of the shadows? Show off your creative or scary costume during a contest hosted by Little Bacon Bear, get a tarot reading, dance to music from DJ Bo in the museum's Great Hall, watch a silent horror movie, or sample local breweries and food trucks. Admission is for ages 18 and over only. Oct. 24 from 6 to 9 p.m. nbm.org. $20.
Night of the Living Zoo at the National Zoo
Stroll the grounds of the zoo after night falls and you'll find circus performers, "ghoulish scenes" and photo ops situated along the zoo's main path, as well as extended access to the Reptile Discovery Center -- snakes, frogs and salamanders, oh my! -- and the Great Cats. Tickets to the adults-only event include an open bar with cocktails; food is available for purchase. Oct. 25 from 7 to 11 p.m. nationalzoo.si.edu. $65; $30 parking.
Mixology: How Alchemy Gave Us Alcohol at the Folger Shakespeare Library
The Folger Library's Halloween celebration focuses on alchemy -- the age-old quest to turn lead into gold -- as its central theme. Learn how cocktails and other elixirs evolved from alchemists, while also having your tarot read, participating in rounds of historic and witchy trivia, walking in a catwalk-style costume contest, and, of course, enjoying a drink or two. Oct. 25 from 6 to 9 p.m. folger.edu. $25.
Death at the City Hotel at Gadsby's Tavern
No battles were fought in Alexandria during the Civil War, but the occupied city knew death. Learn about medicine, grieving and funeral practices of the era through stories and activities at the historic -- and allegedly haunted -- hotel. Admission includes one drink ticket. Oct. 26 at 7 p.m. alexandriava.gov. $35.
Trolley-ween at the National Capital Trolley Museum
One of the area's most charming museums invites children and adults to ride historical streetcars in costume and pose for photos, while kids can also make Halloween crafts. The Trolley Museum's interactive exhibits are open as normal. Oct. 26 from noon to 6:30 p.m.; Oct. 27 from noon to 4 p.m. dctrolley.org. $10-$12; free for children younger than 2.
Live! At the Library: Halloween Happy Hour
Halloween falls on a Thursday this year, which means it coincides with the Library of Congress's weekly happy hour. Come in costume, share candy, and indulge in spooky-themed bites and cocktails. The happy hour is sold out, but a limited number of same-day tickets are made available on Halloween at 9 a.m. Oct. 31 at 5 p.m. loc.gov. Free.
Pumpkin carving contest at Franklin Hall
Impress the staff at Franklin Hall in Shaw with your creativity to win gift cards between $25 and $75. Entry includes a pumpkin, tools and a draft beer. Oct. 24 at 7 p.m. franklinhalldc.com. $15.
Pumpkins in the Park at Canal Park
You'll want to arrive early at the Capitol Riverfront's 11th annual festival: In addition to free first-come, first-served pumpkins, the first 150 registered attendees receive free apple cider doughnuts and a free seasonal beverage (adult or otherwise). Entertainment at the Navy Yard event comes from zydeco band Little Red and the Renegades, a roaming musician, a moon bounce, and pumpkin decorating stations. Oct. 26 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. capitolriverfront.org. Free; registration recommended.
Pumpkin Carving Contest at Quincy Hall
Prizes, including a $100 gift card, are up for grabs in categories like most creative, scariest and best overall at Ballston's Quincy Hall. A pumpkin is $10, a pumpkin-and-beer combo costs $15, and carving tools are provided at every table. Oct. 27 from 7 to 9 p.m. quincyhallbar.com. Free admission.
Pumpkin Painting Party at Calico
Blagden Alley's festive Calico alley bar turns into a pumpkin patch on Sunday, allowing guests to purchase a pumpkin and pick up painting supplies to craft a jack-o'-lantern -- no sharp objects required. House cocktails and spiked cider help get the creative juices flowing. All ages are welcome, but those under 21 must be accompanied by a parent. Oct. 27 from 1 to 9 p.m. calicodc.com. Free to participate; pumpkin prices vary.
Pints and Pumpkin Carving at Right Proper Brewing
If you're ready to take your porch to the next level, take a pumpkin carving class with artist Suzy Mink, whose Instagram feed is packed with stunning, intricately decorated gourds. (The Taylor Swift-o'-lantern would be the envy of your block.) Mink is teaching the tricks of the trade at Right Proper's Shaw brewpub, where tickets include a pumpkin, tools and a beer. Oct. 27 at 3 p.m. rightproperbrewing.com. $35.
Something's Brewing at Port City Brewing
Port City's fan-favorite Long Black Veil black IPA is inspired by an Alexandria legend: a mysterious woman wearing a veil who died in an Old Town hotel in 1816 and reputedly still haunts Gadsby's Tavern. (Thankfully, the roasty beer is delicious, not creepy.) Last year, the award-winning brewery debuted Optimal Witch, a seasonal version of its best-selling Optimal Wit with coriander and cinnamon. The two arrive on tap on the same night, alongside power-pop tunes from the Mildewdz and a pair of food trucks. Costumes are encouraged. Oct. 25 from 5 to 10 p.m. portcitybrewing.com. Free.
Halloween Abbondanza at Sonny's Pizza
A few times a year, the crew at Sonny's Pizza invites the public to spend a few hours in the spacious "pizza garden" behind the Park View restaurant, sampling dozens of natural wines from various importers and distributors and snacking on unlimited charcuterie and slices of pizza. The Halloween version follows a similar formula but adds a costume contest -- with bottles of wine, cider and beer for the winners. Oct. 26 from noon to 4 p.m. sonnyspizzadc.com. $75-$95.
Halloween Candy, Wine and Cocktail Pairings at Little Blackbird
Oaked chardonnay and buttery candy corn. Sweet sauternes and spicy Red Hots. Amontillado sherry and rich peanut butter cups. Try these and five other playful pairings at the Cleveland Park wine bar from the Knightsbridge Restaurant Group (Bombay Club, Sababa). The cocktails, which go for $20 apiece, include a Nerds Martini, Reese's Old Fashioned and Kid Kat Mudslide. Oct. 31 through Nov. 2. littleblackbirddc.com. $4 for candy and 1.5-ounce pour; $16 for candy and four-ounce or six-ounce pour.
Halloween cocktails at Show of Hands
In the run-up to Halloween, you'll see breweries and cocktail bars offering pairings of their beverages and traditional Halloween candy. Show of Hands, the cocktail bar inside the Roost food hall, takes that one step further by crafting cocktails that conjure the flavors of trick-or-treating. One uses the Greek digestif Rakomelo and a house cinnamon syrup to capture the heat of a Hot Tamale; Pedro Ximenez sherry, creme de cacao and dry vermouth combine for a drink inspired by Raisinets. Through Nov. 17. theroostsedc.com. All drinks on the menu are $14.
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5 of the best Halloween-themed bars in the D.C. area
Bloody beverages, monster mugs and floating eyeballs: Add these haunting offerings to your spooky season itinerary.
By Sophia Solano, Zoe Glasser | 2024-10-23

Enter Nightmare on the Avenue, if you dare. (Del Ray's Pop-Up Bar)


Two months before holiday drink menus take over every mistletoed nook of the Washington bar scene, they're occupied with a newer festive frontier: Halloween. Pop-ups, dives and cocktail bars alike are offering spooky-season-inspired cocktail lists this year, and unlike at Christmas bars, you won't find the same drinks at every location (looking at you, spiked eggnog and hot toddies). Some of the city's best mixologists got creative this season, in both flavor profiles and presentations. Which, of course, means your cocktail might come with an eyeball hiding at the bottom.
1301-A Fourth St. NE. lastcallbardc.com. Through Oct. 31. Cocktails $13-$14.

Last Call, a dive bar in Union Market, is serving a cocktail adorned with a (gummy) eyeball. (Vina Sananikone)


A life-size reproduction of Betelgeuse himself stands watch over this Union Market dive. The character's quotes now serve as the names of drinks on Last Call's Halloween menu. What the Juice Shakes Loose is a fruity, neon green combination of Absolut Pears, melon liqueur, pineapple, lemon and a floating gummy eyeball, while Ghost With the Most is a smoky, mezcal-forward take on an espresso martini topped with a blackened skeletal (plastic) hand. A nod to the chant that will summon or banish the demon, Say It Three Times, is a clear herbal gin drink -- until you add a syringe of butterfly pea flower. Last Call, which usually has an industrial vibe, is decked out in cobwebs, gravestones and nods to the 1988 Tim Burton movie, all washed in a purple light. Costumes are encouraged, not required, but you won't want to show up without one to the culmination of the seasonal fun on Oct. 26: the bar's Beetlejuice Bash costume party.
1346 Fourth St. SE. troublebirddc.com. Through Nov. 2. Cocktails $16; mocktails $12.

The Siren's Song at Trouble Bird's Black Lagoon pop-up includes whisky, rum, spiced oat orgeat, sherry and lime. (Sophia Solano/The Washington Post)


This Yards cocktail bar is just one of about three dozen Black Lagoon pop-up hosts across the United States, Mexico and Canada. But among D.C.'s spooky season bars, it's unique; nowhere else can you get several thoughtful zero-proof mocktails alongside five types of hot dogs. At Trouble Bird, a relative newcomer to the sports-bar-laden neighborhood, the creative menu feels right at home. The most popular drink, says a bartender, is the Hex Appeal, a rich citrus-forward green cocktail that combines gin, vermouth and absinthe (otherwise known, appropriately, as an Obituary). Another fan favorite is the Siren's Song, served in a sea-monster-shaped goblet, that blends tropical (Giffard Caribbean pineapple, aged rum) and nutty (spiced oat orgeat, Lustau amontillado sherry) under a canopy of fresh mint. But you shouldn't overlook the nonalcoholic options (including two regular-menu drinks, which you can order zero-proof). Taste the classic Witching Hour, with matcha, honeydew and cucumber tonic, or the gingery Bloodlust, with a Campari-like syrup, miso, lime, ginger and rooibos tea, and you'll see why the Black Lagoon concept has grown 35-fold in four years. Trouble Bird doesn't accept reservations, and costumes aren't required -- though, on a recent visit, a pair of patrons in Harley Quinn and Joker costumes didn't look out of place among the bar's heavy metal playlist, pink and green lighting, giant hanging spiders, cobwebs and creepy portraits of Victorian children. Stop by on a Tuesday or Thursday to get your tarot read by resident D.C. clairvoyant Skye Miranda.
2031 Florida Ave. NW. mcclellansretreat.com. Through Oct. 31. Cocktails $16-$17.

Monster-themed cocktails It Caught on Like a Flash, left, and Tell Them Boris Sent You at McClellan's Retreat. (Sophia Solano/The Washington Post)


Didn't land an invite to mad scientist Boris's monster-infested dance party? An evening at Kalorama's laid-back cocktail bar is a worthy substitute, featuring an October menu of seven drinks named after the song. Start with the popular Coffin Banger, sweet and bright with apple brandy, housemade carrot cumin syrup, orange and fig bitters, and lemon. The Crypt-Kicker Five could indeed awaken the dead (or your tear ducts) with a wasabi-infused gin, plus housemade honey ginger syrup, acidified cucumber juice and strawberry-infused aperol. Besides a drink cheekily called the "PSL of margaritas" (Tell Them Boris Sent You) and the It Caught On Like a Flash (chilled over a big cube and set aflame with rum, cacao and smoked cinnamon), you can also order from a menu of McClellan's thoughtful takes on classic cocktails. Expect to hear Halloween hits like "Time Warp" from "The Rocky Horror Picture Show" (and some less classic Will.I.Am tracks) and spot cobwebs tangled up in McClellan's colorful Christmas lights, which stay up all year.
1624 Q St. NW. hanksoysterbar.com. Through Oct 31. Cocktails $10-$12.

Halloween-inspired drinks at Hank's Oyster Bar near Dupont Circle. (Hank's Oyster Bar)


This year, Hank's Dupont Circle location is presenting Nightmare on Q Street, a four-drink cocktail menu that pays tribute to beloved cult classic "The Rocky Horror Picture Show." Drinks include Dammit Janet, consisting of peach vodka, soda and a squeeze of lemon juice, and the Time Warp, a mint-and-cucumber-infused gin and tonic. Also available are the berry-candy-flavored Riff Raff's Reprise and the smoky squid-ink-infused the Doctor's In. Sit at the bar inside or visit the faux-ivy-covered back patio decorated with skeleton lawn flamingos and "Rocky Horror" movie posters. Note that this menu is available only on the patio and at the bar upstairs on Q Street, not  at any other Hank's locations.
2312 Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria. delrayspopupbar.com. Through Nov. 4. Cocktails $5.95-$14.95; mocktails $8.95-$14.95.
Del Ray's seasonal pop-up bar is back with a bone-chilling theme through the first week of November. This spot doesn't take reservations due to its size but has a massive list of food and drinks ("intestine fries" or "demon eggs," anyone?), including a children's menu. To add theatricality to its cocktails, some drinks are served on dry ice and others in fake syringes or over glowing "ice" cubes. Just make sure the sparkling red Witches Heart, made with apple and lemon juice, grenadine, and blackberry-infused vodka, stops bubbling before you drink it. The seasonally themed pop-up bar is currently decked in witches' hats, spiders and animatronic ghouls. Don't let the towering grim reaper out front stop you from entering.
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Jayden Daniels misses practice, continuing a week of uncertainty 
Commanders Coach Dan Quinn says the team plans to be cautious with the star rookie quarterback ahead of Sunday's showdown with the Chicago Bears.
By Sam Fortier | 2024-10-24

If Jayden Daniels is unable to play Sunday, Marcus Mariota will start at quarterback for the Commanders. (Patrick Smith/Getty Images)


Jayden Daniels was nowhere to be seen (by the media) at the Washington Commanders' team facility Wednesday. He didn't practice, speak at the weekly quarterback news conference or appear during the open locker room session.
Coach Dan Quinn continued to be coy about the rookie's rib injury and said all the right things: Daniels is diligently rehabbing, the team will be responsible, and Daniels is not extra motivated to return Sunday to face Chicago Bears quarterback Caleb Williams, the No. 1 draft pick and his primary competitor for the offensive rookie of the year award.
It's fair to be skeptical about that last part. Daniels cares about awards and stats. He really wanted to win the Heisman Trophy; he really wanted to break Joe Burrow's SEC record for single-game touchdowns; he really wants to outdo last year's historic rookie campaign by Houston quarterback C.J. Stroud, whose stats he has written down in his phone.
It's hard to tell if Daniels will play. He's extremely tough and competitive -- he gutted through a rib injury last year to lead LSU to a big win at Missouri -- and he can play without much practice, as he did for his legendary performance against Florida.
But the Commanders will be cautious. Lots of people, including Quinn and General Manager Adam Peters, are thinking bigger than one regular season game, and backup Marcus Mariota has preached the same message.
"If ... he doesn't feel like he's ready to roll, I'm here to help," Mariota said. "I want him to understand that and feel comfortable with that."
Daniels's status could become clear over the next few days. Or the team could -- out of genuine uncertainty or competitive advantage -- continue saying it doesn't know, list him as questionable on the final injury report Friday and not reveal its decision until the list of inactive players is due at 2:55 p.m. Sunday.
If Daniels is out ...
Last week, the 30-year-old journeyman shook off the rust and looked pretty good against the injury-ravaged Carolina Panthers. But it's hard to know whether that success was because of his ability or the highly favorable circumstances.
The Panthers struggled to even line up properly, so Mariota had the longest average time to throw of any quarterback last week (3.5 seconds) and routinely used that time to go deep (he averaged 10.7 air yards per throw, the third highest).
Carolina didn't force Mariota to rely on "quick game" passing concepts and play in rhythm, areas in which he looked shaky during training camp and the preseason. And the Panthers didn't punish him over 11 rushes, some of which were designed zone reads. But the Bears are probably the toughest defense the Commanders have faced.
Don't get it twisted: Baltimore was excellent, especially against the run. But Chicago is a complete, cohesive unit led by Coach Matt Eberflus. It ranks in the top five in most traditional and advanced metrics, including turnovers forced (13, tied for third).
"Very sound," Mariota said. "There's a couple guys that I've played throughout my career that are really good players. [Cornerback] Kyler Gordon's unbelievable -- probably one of the better positional slot defenders in the league. I've got a lot of respect for [safety] Kevin Byard, somebody that I played with for a long time [with the Tennessee Titans]. Very rangy guy but also comes in the box and makes a bunch of tackles. And then obviously [defensive end Montez] Sweat, who's played here. Just a tremendous athlete, somebody that really can affect the game by the way he [rushes the passer]. At every kind of level of the defense, they've got guys."
Over the first five weeks, Eberflus played a straightforward, four-down-front scheme and didn't blitz much. Oliver Connolly, who writes the Read Optional newsletter, noticed a clear tell: Eberflus blitzed mostly on second down, in medium or short distances, and of those blitzes most were five-man pressures; and of those pressures nearly half were from the slot.
But in Week 6 against Jacksonville, Eberflus broke his tendencies. He blitzed his outside cornerbacks on first down. The Bears won, 35-16, and Connolly called it "a master class in self-scouting and game-planning."
Now, the Bears are coming off a bye, when Eberflus and his staff have had extra time to prepare for the red-hot Commanders. This sets up ...
Offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury could have a backup quarterback facing an elite pass defense -- or, in other words, a golden opportunity to shut up the crowd that says, "The Commanders haven't played anyone!"
Kingsbury, a contender for assistant coach of the year honors, could contribute to the defensive game plan this week, given that he spent last season working with Williams as a senior offensive analyst at Southern California.
Before the draft, Quinn said, the Commanders did "quite a bit" to scout Williams and Kingsbury was a huge help because "he had firsthand information to say how effective he was, the things that made him so effective."
In college, Williams was an artist, creatively using time and space to create big plays. But in the NFL, defenses have challenged him to remain disciplined and play on schedule from the pocket, which has proved a little more difficult.
Since the first few weeks, when he was beaten by Houston and Indianapolis, Williams has been much better and poses a serious challenge to Washington.
A Senate committee vote on a package of bills that includes key legislation for the RFK Stadium site was scheduled for Nov. 19.
The markup in the Energy and Natural Resources Committee is important to the bill's fate, which could determine whether the RFK site is a realistic option for the Commanders' next stadium.
If the bill gets out of committee, it bolsters the legislation's chances of getting attached to another, larger bill to pass by the end of the year.
If it fails, RFK will be off the table -- unless the Commanders' ownership group elects to make another legislative effort to put D.C. in play next year. In August, majority owner Josh Harris declined to commit to doing so.
The vote is the last chance for Sen. Steve Daines (R-Montana), a vocal opponent, to block the bill from advancing out of committee.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/10/23/jayden-daniels-injury-status/
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