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            Vice President Kamala Harris, as she has done all day on the campaign trail, struck a conciliatory tone in Wisconsin on Wednesday (AP video by Teresa Crawford/produced by Javier Arciga)
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            Donald Trump thanked former NFL star Brett Favre on Wednesday at a rally in Green Bay, Wisconsin, where the former Packers quarterback endorsed the Republican presidential nominee a week before Election Day. (AP video shot by: Mark Vancleave)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris arrives to speak during a campaign rally at the Alliant Energy Center in Madison, Wis., Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


MADISON, Wis. (AP) -- Kamala Harris said Thursday that Donald Trump's comment that he would protect women whether they "like it or not" shows that the Republican presidential nominee does not understand women's rights "to make decisions about their own lives, including their own bodies."
"I think it's offensive to everybody, by the way," Harris said before she set out to spend the day campaigning in the Western battleground states of Arizona and Nevada.
The remarks by Trump come as he has struggled to connect with women voters and as Harris courts women in both parties with a message centered on freedom. She's making the pitch that women should be free to make their own decisions about their bodies and that if Trump is elected, more restrictions will follow.
Trump appointed three of the justices to the U.S. Supreme Court who formed the conservative majority that overturned federal abortion rights. As the fallout from the 2022 decision spreads, he has taken to claiming at public events and in social media posts that he would "protect women" and make sure they wouldn't be "thinking about abortion."

    


At a rally Wednesday evening near Green Bay, Wisconsin, Trump told his supporters that aides had urged him to stop using the phrase because it was "inappropriate."




Then he added a new bit to the protector line. He said he told his aides: "Well, I'm going to do it whether the women like it or not. I am going to protect them."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Harris said the remark was part of a pattern of troubling statements by Trump. 
"This is just the latest on a long series of reveals by the former president of how he thinks about women and their agency," she said.
Trump and Republicans have struggled with how to talk about abortion rights, particularly as women around the nation are grappling with obtaining proper medical care because of abortion restrictions that have had implications far beyond the ability to end an unwanted pregnancy.

    


Trump has given contradictory answers about his position on abortion, at some points saying that women should be punished for having abortions and showcasing the justices he appointed. During his successful 2016 campaign, he told voters that if he were elected, he would appoint justices to the Supreme Court to overturn Roe v. Wade and said he was "pro-life."
But in recent weeks he's promised to veto a national abortion ban, after repeatedly refusing to make such a pledge. He's said the states should regulate care and said some laws were "too tough."
Since 2022, the patchwork of state laws on abortion has created uneven medical care. Some women have died. Others have bled in emergency room parking lots or became critically ill from sepsis as doctors in states with strict abortion bans send pregnant women away until they are sick enough to warrant medical care. That includes women who never intended to end pregnancies. Both infant and maternal mortality has risen.
Harris' campaign has seized on Trump's statements around women. In one campaign ad, a woman who became gravely ill with sepsis after a pregnancy complication stands in front of a mirror looking at a large scar on her abdomen, as audio plays of Trump's comments about protecting women. 

    


Harris hopes abortion will be a strong motivator for women at the ballot box.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Elections, explained: We answer your election questions.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


In early voting so far, 1.2 million more women than men have voted across the seven battleground states, according to data from analytics firm TargetSmart. 
That doesn't necessarily translate into Democratic gains. But in the 2020 presidential election, there was a 9 percentage point difference between men and women in support for Joe Biden and Kamala Harris, according to AP VoteCast, a survey of more than 110,000 voters.
The Democratic ticket was supported by 55% of women and 46% of men. That was essentially unchanged from the 2018 midterms, when VoteCast found a 10-point gender gap, with 58% of women and 48% of men backing Democrats in congressional races.
Liz Cheney, a conservative Republican who has been campaigning for Harris, has noted on the trail that ballots are secret and suggested that Republicans who want to quietly vote against Trump can do so. A new campaign ad narrated by Julia Roberts shows a woman entering the voting booth and voting for Vice President Kamala Harris.

    


"You can vote any way you want," Roberts says as the voter exchanges a knowing glance with another woman. "And no one will ever know." As she leaves the voting booth, her husband asks, "Did you make the right choice?" to which the wife says, "Sure did, honey."
"Remember, what happens in the booth, stays in the booth," Roberts says.
That ad inflamed some Trump supporters, including Charlie Kirk, the Turning Point USA founder who is central to former Trump's turnout operation in multiple key states.
Kirk, speaking on conservative Megyn Kelly's podcast, called the ad "repulsive" and "disastrous," labeling it "the embodiment of the downfall of the American family." 

    


Kirk also assumed, based on nothing expressed in the ad, that the husband "probably works his tail off to make sure that she can go and have a nice life and provides for the family," but "Harris and her team believe that there will be millions of women who undermine their husbands."
Kirk's web of organizations are critical to the Trump campaign's turnout operation, specifically working statewide in Arizona and Wisconsin, two key swing states.

Harris has rallies scheduled Thursday in Phoenix, Reno, Nevada, and Las Vegas. Meanwhile, Trump is traveling to New Mexico and Virginia in the campaign's final days, taking a risky detour from the seven battleground states to spend time in places where Republican presidential candidates have not won in decades.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/harris-trump-election-f5903d49488ebc733d7ba5812b36f935
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) -- Donald Trump is traveling to New Mexico and Virginia in the campaign's final days, taking a risky detour from the seven battleground states to spend time in places where Republican presidential candidates have not won in decades. 
The former president will campaign in Albuquerque, New Mexico, on Thursday and Salem, Virginia, on Saturday. 
The Trump team is projecting optimism based in part on early voting numbers and thinks he can be competitive against Democrat Kamala Harris in both states -- New Mexico in particular, if he sweeps swing states Nevada and Arizona. That hope comes even though neither New Mexico nor Virginia has been carried by a GOP nominee for the White House since George W. Bush in 2004. 
Over the past few months in particular, the battleground states -- Arizona, Georgia, Michigan, Nevada, North Carolina, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin -- have seen a constant stream of candidate visits, and residents have been bombarded with political ads on billboards, televisions and smartphones. In the past two weeks alone, presidential and vice presidential candidates have made 21 appearances in Pennsylvania, 17 in Michigan and 13 in North Carolina. 

    


In the 43 other states, a candidate visit is an exciting novelty. 




Trump retains fervent pockets of support even in states that vote overwhelmingly against him, and he can easily fill his rallies with enthusiastic supporters. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
He has made other recent detours from the states most at play, holding rallies at Madison Square Garden in New York and in Coachella, California -- states that are even more solidly Democratic than New Mexico and Virginia. Those events satisfied Trump's long-shot claims that he can win both states, but were also aimed at earning maximum media attention as his campaign seeks to reach voters who do not follow political news closely. 
Trump also showed up in staunchly Republican Montana, and both Trump and Harris campaigned on the same day last week in Texas, which Democrats last won in 1976.

    


Those trips served other purposes, such as highlighting issues important in a state or supporting House or Senate candidates.
"Kamala Harris' dangerously liberal policies have failed Americans across the country -- from the Bronx, to Virginia, and New Mexico -- which is why President Trump is bringing his America First message and vision for hardworking families right to their front door," said Anna Kelly, a spokesperson for the Republican National Committee.
Trump's strategy carries risk.
After losing to Trump in 2016, Democrat Hillary Clinton was criticized for going to Arizona late in the campaign instead of spending time in Wisconsin, Michigan or Pennsylvania, states that ended up deciding that election. Arizona is now a battleground, but it wasn't considered particularly competitive eight years ago, when it voted for Trump by a 4-percentage point margin. 
"I don't think there's any strategy," said Bob Shrum, a longtime Democratic political consultant who worked on numerous presidential campaigns and now leads Center for the Political Future at University of Southern California. "I think he insisted on doing it. It makes no sense."

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Elections, explained: We answer your election questions.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


New Mexico stop brings Trump to a border state
The planned visit to Albuquerque brings Trump and his immigration stance to a border state with the nation's highest concentration of Latino voters, highlighting the campaign for Hispanic supporters.
About 44% of the voting-age population in New Mexico identifies as Hispanic. Many have centuries-old ties to Mexican and Spanish settlements, while the state has a smaller share of foreign-born residents than the national average.
At the same time, federal and local authorities in New Mexico are dealing with a surge in migrant deaths along the U.S. border with Mexico.
Trump's visit has implications for a congressional swing district stretching from Albuquerque to the border with Mexico. It's now held by a Democrat as Republicans look to hold onto their narrow House majority. Immigration has been a major issue in the race.
Also on the ballot, Democratic Sen. Martin Heinrich is seeking a third term against Republican Nella Domenici. She is the daughter of the late Republican Sen. Pete Domenici, who served six terms, from 1973 to 2009 and was the last New Mexico Republican elected to the Senate.

    


Independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. remains on the ballot in New Mexico, and roadside campaign signs for Kennedy popped up across the capital city of Santa Fe in late October, about two months after Kennedy's withdrawal from the race and endorsement of Trump.
New Mexico voters have twice rebuffed Trump at the polls, and Democrats hold every statewide elected position, all three congressional seats and majorities in the state House and Senate.

    


Virginia was once a battleground
While Virginia was considered a battleground as recently as 2012, it has trended toward Democrats in the past decade, especially in the populous northern Virginia suburbs.
Trump lost the state to Clinton in 2016 and Democrat Joe Biden in 2020. This year, Democrats and their allies in the presidential race have spent nearly twice as much as Republicans on ads in Virginia, data show, though it pales in comparison to the spending in battleground states. 
"We have a real chance," Trump said while phoning into a Richmond-area rally on Saturday.
Trump, while in Virginia, is likely to speak about Wednesday's Supreme Court ruling leaving in place a purge of voter registrations that the state says is aimed at stopping people who are not U.S. citizens from voting.
The high court, over the dissents of the three liberal justices, granted an emergency appeal from Virginia's Republican administration led by Gov. Glenn Youngkin.
Speaking to Fox News' Bret Baier on Wednesday night, Youngkin said from what he's seeing on the ground, "Virginia is far more competitive than any of the pundits would have believed."
He noted that two years after Biden won by 10 percentage points in 2020, he won as governor.
"Virginians are ready for strength back in the White House," he said.
Susan Swecker, chairwoman of the Democratic Party of Virginia, said Trump's scheduled visit to Salem on Saturday would only widen Harris' lead in the state.
"Kamala Harris will win Virginia convincingly, as he knows, and any visit from this deranged lunatic will only widen the margin," Swecker said.
___

Associated Press writers Jill Colvin in New York, Morgan Lee in Santa Fe, New Mexico, and Olivia Diaz in Richmond, Virginia, contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/trump-virginia-new-mexico-arizona-nevada-election-55502679ef9df70306d10e0a431a3d69
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            Supporters of Kamala Harris and Donald Trump in the 2024 U.S. presidential election in Charlottesville, Virginia, worry about democracy, but for different reasons as both candidates describe the election as an inflection point for the nation. (AP Video: Serkan Gurbuz)
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            James Galvin, Charlotte Papacosma and Kushaan Soodan register students to vote at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville, Va., Friday, Oct. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ryan M. Kelly)
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            The part of the Market Street Park from where a statue of Confederate General Robert E. Lee was removed is seen in Charlottesville, Va., Oct. 10, 2024.(AP Photo/Serkan Gurbuz)
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            Signs direct voters to a ballot drop-off location Oct. 25, 2024, in Washington Park in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            Josh Throneburg greets volunteers at IX Art Park in Charlottesville, Va., Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. Charlottesville Democrats meet weekly to make phone calls, write postcards and send texts to get out the vote. (AP Photo/Ryan M. Kelly)
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            Ellen Shrum and Jeanette Rosenberg write postcards at IX Art Park in Charlottesville, Va., Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. Charlottesville Democrats meet weekly to make phone calls, write postcards and send texts to get out the vote. (AP Photo/Ryan M. Kelly)
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            Ellen Shrum, Jeanette Rosenberg, Nancy Gulotta and Cannon Slayton write postcards at IX Art Park in Charlottesville, Va., Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. Charlottesville Democrats meet weekly to make phone calls, write postcards and send texts to get out the vote. (AP Photo/Ryan M. Kelly)
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            Josh Throneburg stands for a portrait at IX Art Park in Charlottesville, Va., Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. Charlottesville Democrats meet weekly to make phone calls, write postcards and send texts to get out the vote. (AP Photo/Ryan M. Kelly)
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            Patricia Sepulveda, Keith Fieldhammer, Frances Summers and Mark Harris send texts at IX Art Park in Charlottesville, Va., Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. Charlottesville Democrats meet weekly to make phone calls, write postcards and send texts to get out the vote. (AP Photo/Ryan M. Kelly)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            19 of 22 | 
            People walk past the Rotunda at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville, Va., Friday, Oct. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ryan M. Kelly)
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            People climb steps to the Rotunda at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville, Va., Friday, Oct. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ryan M. Kelly)
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            Will Pinto polls students on their voter registration status at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville, Va., Friday, Oct. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ryan M. Kelly)
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            Eleanor Clemons, Kushaan Soodan, James Galvin and Cate Love register students to vote at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville, Va., Friday, Oct. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ryan M. Kelly)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        US voters hear a stark message in the presidential race: The country's fate is on the line

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            

            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 22

                                    
                                    Supporters of Kamala Harris and Donald Trump in the 2024 U.S. presidential election in Charlottesville, Virginia, worry about democracy, but for different reasons as both candidates describe the election as an inflection point for the nation. (AP Video: Serkan Gurbuz)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 22 | 
            James Galvin, Ella Nelsen and Charlotte Papacosma register students to vote at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville, Va., Friday, Oct. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ryan M. Kelly)
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            A student walks past the Rotunda at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville, Va., Friday, Oct. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ryan M. Kelly)
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            Leslie M. Scott-Jones, curator of learning and engagement at the Jefferson School African American Heritage Center, poses for a portrait on Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Charlottesville, Va. (AP Photo/Serkan Gurbuz)
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            Patricia Sepulveda and Keith Fieldhammer send texts at IX Art Park in Charlottesville, Va., Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. Charlottesville Democrats meet weekly to make phone calls, write postcards and send texts to get out the vote. (AP Photo/Ryan M. Kelly)
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            James Galvin, Charlotte Papacosma and Kushaan Soodan register students to vote at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville, Va., Friday, Oct. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ryan M. Kelly)
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            Ellen Shrum and Jeanette Rosenberg write postcards at IX Art Park in Charlottesville, Va., Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. Charlottesville Democrats meet weekly to make phone calls, write postcards and send texts to get out the vote. (AP Photo/Ryan M. Kelly)
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            Ellen Shrum, Jeanette Rosenberg, Nancy Gulotta and Cannon Slayton write postcards at IX Art Park in Charlottesville, Va., Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. Charlottesville Democrats meet weekly to make phone calls, write postcards and send texts to get out the vote. (AP Photo/Ryan M. Kelly)
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            Josh Throneburg stands for a portrait at IX Art Park in Charlottesville, Va., Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. Charlottesville Democrats meet weekly to make phone calls, write postcards and send texts to get out the vote. (AP Photo/Ryan M. Kelly)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    17 of 22

                                    
                                    Josh Throneburg stands for a portrait at IX Art Park in Charlottesville, Va., Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. Charlottesville Democrats meet weekly to make phone calls, write postcards and send texts to get out the vote. (AP Photo/Ryan M. Kelly)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            18 of 22 | 
            Patricia Sepulveda, Keith Fieldhammer, Frances Summers and Mark Harris send texts at IX Art Park in Charlottesville, Va., Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. Charlottesville Democrats meet weekly to make phone calls, write postcards and send texts to get out the vote. (AP Photo/Ryan M. Kelly)
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            People walk past the Rotunda at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville, Va., Friday, Oct. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ryan M. Kelly)
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            People climb steps to the Rotunda at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville, Va., Friday, Oct. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ryan M. Kelly)
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            Will Pinto polls students on their voter registration status at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville, Va., Friday, Oct. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ryan M. Kelly)
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            Eleanor Clemons, Kushaan Soodan, James Galvin and Cate Love register students to vote at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville, Va., Friday, Oct. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ryan M. Kelly)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. (AP) -- Few elections in the nation's history have provided such a divide as this year's, with the two major candidates and so many of their supporters saying the outcome will determine the fate of the country and whether it can hold to its democratic moorings.
As they cast their ballots, voters have opinions on the divide as diverse and complex as the nation itself. Perhaps no place captures this range of perspective more clearly than Charlottesville, Virginia.
It was once a meeting place for Founding Fathers who cautioned about the dangers of political demagoguery. It also was the site of the "Unite the Right" rally in 2017, the first year of Donald Trump's presidency, when hundreds of white nationalists and neo-Nazis felt emboldened enough to unleash racist and antisemitic violence on the community for its decision to remove a Confederate statue. They chanted "Jews will not replace us" as they marched through the streets carrying tiki torches and Confederate flags.

    


One rallygoer plowed his car into a crowd of counter-protesters, killing a woman and injuring dozens more. President Joe Biden has said the open display of racism and antisemitism prompted him to enter the race for the White House in 2020.




Associated Press journalists spent three days in and around Charlottesville during early October, interviewing voters about the election that is now days away. These voters have experienced one of the most visible recent examples of the vitriol and division that has long been brewing beneath the country's surface, a reminder of what can happen when hate erupts and extreme ideas are allowed to fester unchecked.
Here is what they had to say about the presidential election and its consequences.

    


Extremism is not going away
As a racial justice activist in the summer of 2017, Jalane Schmidt tried to sound the alarm early.
The religious studies professor at the University of Virginia said as she was helping Charlottesville residents prepare for "Unite the Right" and the other racist demonstrations that preceded it, she was too often told to "just have a dialogue and not be so polarizing or dismissive."
"I was like, how am I supposed to have a dialogue with someone who desires my annihilation?" said Schmidt, who is Black. 
Looking back on that summer, Schmidt says she and other activists saw then what others have started to see since -- that extremists pose a real danger that is not going away.
Schmidt said Trump's return to the White House poses a threat to democracy, one the Founding Fathers warned about.
"I think we have things to learn from some of the warnings that have been given to us about demagogues," she said. "It is not an overstatement to say that democracy is on the line with this election."

    


Political differences should not create enemies
Rob Pochek, the senior pastor, gathered a small group of men in a meeting room at First Baptist Church on Park Street, a Charlottesville institution approaching its 200th anniversary.
Universally, they denounced the "Unite the Right" rally as hateful and against their values. Pochek said the marchers' antisemitic comments came "straight from the pits of hell." Christians worship Jesus, who was a Jew, he said.
While the group had nuanced views about Trump, they all agreed they cannot support Vice President Kamala Harris because of her stance on abortion. Pochek said Trump's lies, specifically about the 2020 election, and other rhetoric make it a tough decision.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Elections, explained: We answer your election questions.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


"I think the fact that we have former President Trump and Vice President Harris as the two candidates for president of the United States is in itself a judgment on America, that this is the best we have out of nearly 400 million Americans," he said.
He also tries to build bridges, emphasizing to his congregants that people with different points of view should not be seen as their enemies.
Referring to the symbols of both major parties, Pochek tells them their allegiance is not to a donkey or an elephant: "We worship the Lamb," he said.

    


'The blinders are off'
Susan Bro lives in a single-wide trailer in Ruckersville, about a half-hour's drive outside Charlottesville, a town so small it sometimes doesn't appear on maps.
The car that struck the "Unite the Right" counter-protesters killed her daughter, 32-year-old Heather Heyer. Bro said that summer awakened her and other white residents to the hatred people of color had long known.
"I think the blinders are off," she said. "This existed. We just pretended it didn't."
She said she's terrified of what will happen to the country if Trump wins. She's concerned about his lies, his promises of retribution and the Republican Party's failure to stand up to him. She's not sure whether democracy can survive.
But she also realized that events like what happened in Charlottesville seven years ago can delude people into thinking that hate is exclusive to extremists.
"We all have to watch ourselves with these virulent rhetoric paths that we go down, because once you start on that, it's really easy to just keep mouthing these phrases, holding on to these ideas," Bro said. "We have more in common than we think we do."

    


'Trump was right' about the marchers
At an early voting office in Charlottesville, Dan and Ruth Suggs said they had cast their ballots for Trump. The couple, married for 53 years, did not see Trump or Harris as an existential threat to the nation's future.
"It's not the end of the world. No matter who wins, it is still pretty much going to be the same thing," said Dan Suggs. "The biggest difference is going to be the economy."
They both disagreed with how the city handled the removal of the statue of Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee from a downtown park, a decision that sparked the 2017 rally. They said the city should have held a referendum on the issue and that it mismanaged the protest.
"I believe in free speech. I don't think anybody has the right to try to shut it down, and that's basically what they were trying to do to the alt-right," Dan Suggs said.
Ruth Suggs said not everyone present was there to cause trouble.
"There were people who just wanted to hear what they had to say," she said. "Trump was right when he said there were good people on both sides."
Students from immigrant families see a personal threat, but differently
Nineteen-year-old Kushaan Soodan's parents are Indian immigrants. Eighteen-year-old Arturo Romero is from Mexico and legally immigrated to California in high school with his parents and younger sisters.
The two are now college students and acquaintances at the University of Virginia. But they see the election completely differently, in part because of their experiences hailing from immigrant families.
As Soodan registered UVA students to vote on a recent Friday, he said the election is crucial to preserving democracy and making a statement that hate should not have a home in America.
"That sort of hatred -- we've already seen what that can cause," said Soodan, standing near the campus walkway used seven years ago by the "Unite the Right" marchers. "And I think that this election is one of the ways we can do that to where we can say, no, we don't want this, we don't like this."
Romero said he feared a Harris victory would push the country to the point of no return. He defended Trump and said his words were often misunderstood, including when he suggested that migrants who are in the U.S. and have committed murder did so because "it's in their genes."
Romero said Trump was not speaking about all immigrants. He said he had seen how Mexico changed for the worse when more migrants began traveling through to get to the U.S. He said crime increased, and he doesn't want the same thing to happen to America.
Romero praised Trump's overall impact on the economy, border and the nation's international stability, and he felt Biden's policies had fallen short: "If we get four more years, then this is not going to be reversible."
'The pot's still on the stove'
Leslie Scott-Jones was born and raised in Charlottesville and has lived her life aware of the worst consequences of racism. So she was perplexed after the "Unite the Right" rally to see the news media present it as shocking.
"How did you come to believe that we were living in a post-racial society?" said Scott-Jones, who is Black. "Because the rest of us have been living a very different experience."
The violent rally was a "bubble bursting," she said, but "the pot's still on the stove."
Still, it was a deeply painful moment for Scott-Jones, who was holding an event for artists when she heard crashing sounds that turned out to be the vehicle assault on the counter-protesters. She stopped what she was doing and rushed to help.
Scott-Jones, who is curator of learning and engagement at a local African American heritage center, said she has heard the pleas to save democracy with her vote, but they don't seem compelling. She thinks the system needs to be reimagined.
"This country has not worked for Black people since we got here," she said. "Why would I want to save something that literally treated my people as property for hundreds of years?"
She said she is voting for third-party candidate Cornel West and hopes America can someday live up to the ideals it espouses.
Might the country descend into political violence and sink into deeper division after November's election?
"That is a worry," Scott-Jones said. "But I honestly don't think that that depends on who sits in that chair."
___
Associated Press researcher Rhonda Shafner in New York contributed to this report.
___

The Associated Press receives support from several private foundations to enhance its explanatory coverage of elections and democracy. See more about AP's democracy initiative here. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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            Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin, right, welcomes South Korean Defense Minister Kim Yong Hyun, left, to the Pentagon on Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024 in Washington. (AP Photo/Kevin Wolf)
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            FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un pose for a photo during a signing ceremony of the new partnership in Pyongyang, North Korea, on June 19, 2024. (Kristina Kormilitsyna, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The United States expects some 8,000 North Korean troops that are now on Ukraine's border to be sent into combat in the coming days, Secretary of State Antony Blinken said Thursday.
"We've not yet seen these troops deploy into combat against Ukrainian forces but we would expect that to happen in the coming days," Blinken said at a news conference with Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin and their South Korean counterparts. 
He said Russia has been training North Korean soldiers in artillery, drones and "basic infantry operations, including trench clearing, indicating that they fully intend to use these forces in front line operations."
THIS IS A BREAKING NEWS UPDATE. AP's earlier story follows below.
UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- The Biden administration said Thursday that it has information that some 8,000 North Korean soldiers are now in Russia's Kursk region near Ukraine's border and preparing to help the Kremlin fight against Ukrainian troops.

    


In a dramatic moment during a U.N. Security Council meeting, the deputy U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, Robert Wood, asked for more time to add to earlier comments condemning the increasing military cooperation between Russia and North Korea.




"We just received some information, just coming in now, that right now there are some 8,000 DPRK soldiers in Kursk Oblast," Wood said, using the acronym for the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, or North Korea. The Kremlin's forces have struggled to push back a Ukrainian incursion into Kursk.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"And I have a very respectful question for my Russian colleague: does Russia still maintain that there are no DPRK troops in Russia? That's my only question and final point," he said.
The Russian representative at the meeting, called by Moscow to discuss international peace and security, did not respond to the comment. The session was then adjourned.

    


The new figure from Wood is an dramatic increase from a day earlier, when Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin would only say "some" of the troops had moved toward Ukraine's border in the Kursk region.
That would also mean most of the North Korean troops that the U.S. and its allies say have been sent to Russia are now on the Russia-Ukraine border. 
It's become a key topic as U.S. and South Korean leaders meet in Washington, fueling concerns that the presence of those soldiers will further destabilize the Asia-Pacific and broaden Moscow's war on Ukraine.
"We remain concerned that they're going to use these troops in combat," Austin said Wednesday.
The U.S. has estimated there are about 10,000 North Korean troops in Russia. Seoul and its allies assess that the number has increased to 11,000, while Ukraine has put the figure higher, at up to 12,000. 
North Korea's move to tighten its relationship with Russia has raised concerns around the world about how that may expand the war and what Russian military aid will be delivered in exchange.
The main questions revolve around what new military technologies North Korea might get from Russia in exchange for the deployment and whether it might lead other nations to send their own forces to fight in the war.

    


Also Thursday, North Korea test-fired an intercontinental ballistic missile for the first time in almost a year, demonstrating a potential advancement in its ability to launch long-range nuclear attacks on the mainland U.S. Some experts speculated that Russia may have provided technological assistance to North Korea over the launch.
As the meeting in Washington was underway, the U.S., South Korea and Japan released a joint statement condemning the missile launch as a "flagrant violation" of numerous U.N. Security Council resolutions and criticizing the deepening military cooperation between North Korea and Russia, particularly the deployment of the North Korean troops.
"We strongly urge (North Korea) to immediately cease its series of provocative and destabilizing actions that threaten peace and security on the Korean Peninsula and beyond," they said.
Austin and Secretary of State Antony Blinken were holding talks Thursday with South Korean Foreign Minister Cho Tae-yul and Defense Minister Kim Yong-hyun.

    


Austin had said a day earlier said North Korean troops wearing Russian uniforms and carrying Russian equipment were advancing toward Ukraine, in what he called a dangerous and destabilizing development.
Speaking alongside Kim, Austin said officials are discussing what to do about the North Korean deployment, which he acknowledged could "encourage others to take action." He provided no details.
Kim said he does not necessarily believe the deployment will trigger war on the Korean Peninsula but that it could increase security threats.
There is a "high possibility" that North Korea would ask for advanced technologies from Russia in exchange for its troops, such as receiving tactical nuclear and ballistic missile capabilities, he said through an interpreter.

    


Russia has had to shift some resources to the Kursk border region to respond to Ukraine's offensive. 
"They're doing this because (Russian President Vladimir) Putin has lost a lot of troops," Austin said, adding that Moscow has a choice between mobilizing more of its own forces or turning to others for help. 
North Korea also has provided munitions to Russia, and earlier this month, the White House released images it said were of North Korea shipping 1,000 containers of military equipment there by rail. 
___

Lederer reported from the United Nations. Associated Press writers Kim Tong-hyung in Seoul, South Korea, and Illia Novikov in Kyiv, Ukraine, contributed to this report.
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            A Christian area in Lebanon's eastern Bekaa Valley, has seen an influx of thousands of people fleeing the area of Baalbek, about 17 km (10.5 miles) to the southeast, after Israel issued an evacuation notice and aerial bombardment of the city of Baalbek and surrounding areas Wednesday. (AP video shot by Fadi Tawil and Mahmad Aounti)
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            Israeli airstrikes hit Lebanon's port city of Tyre
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            Displaced children, who fled Baalbek city and the nearby towns of Douris and Ain Bourday with their families amid the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war, are reflected in a mirror inside a school being used as a shelter, in Deir Al-Ahmar, east Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Displaced children, who fled Baalbek city and the nearby towns of Douris and Ain Bourday with their families amid the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war, listen to a story at a school being used as a shelter, in Deir Al-Ahmar, east Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Displaced children, who fled Baalbek city and the nearby towns of Douris and Ain Bourday with their families amid the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war, play at a school being used as a shelter, in Deir Al-Ahmar, east Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Relatives of Palestinian Husam Mallah, 28, take the last look at his body in the morgue of a local hospital, in the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            Relatives of Palestinian Husam Mallah, 28, center, Abdulaziz Abu al-Samen, 21, right and Ahmad Fahmawi, 19, in the morgue of a local hospital, as the Palestinian Health Ministry said two Palestinians were killed in an Israeli strike and a third by Israeli gunfire, in the West Bank city of Tulkarem Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            A displaced woman, who fled Baalbek city and the nearby towns of Douris and Ain Bourday amid the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war, changes the diaper of her daughter at a school being used as a shelter, in Deir Al-Ahmar, east Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Displaced children, who fled Baalbek city and the nearby towns of Douris and Ain Bourday with their families amid the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war, play inside a school being used as a shelter, in Deir Al-Ahmar, east Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A displaced woman, who fled Baalbek city and the nearby towns of Douris and Ain Bourday amid the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war, holds her daughter at a school being used as a shelter, in Deir Al-Ahmar, east Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A displaced woman, who fled Baalbek city and the nearby towns of Douris and Ain Bourday with her family amid the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war, walks at a school being used as a shelter, in Deir Al-Ahmar, east Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 13 | 
            Displaced children, who fled Baalbek city and the nearby towns of Douris and Ain Bourday with their families amid the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war, study inside at a school being used as a shelter, in Deir Al-Ahmar, east Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Displaced people, who fled Baalbek city and the nearby towns of Douris and Ain Bourday amid the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war, sit at a school being used as a shelter, in Deir Al-Ahmar, east Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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                                    A Christian area in Lebanon's eastern Bekaa Valley, has seen an influx of thousands of people fleeing the area of Baalbek, about 17 km (10.5 miles) to the southeast, after Israel issued an evacuation notice and aerial bombardment of the city of Baalbek and surrounding areas Wednesday. (AP video shot by Fadi Tawil and Mahmad Aounti)
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            Displaced children, who fled Baalbek city and the nearby towns of Douris and Ain Bourday with their families amid the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war, are reflected in a mirror inside a school being used as a shelter, in Deir Al-Ahmar, east Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 13

                                    
                                    Displaced children, who fled Baalbek city and the nearby towns of Douris and Ain Bourday with their families amid the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war, are reflected in a mirror inside a school being used as a shelter, in Deir Al-Ahmar, east Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 13 | 
            Displaced children, who fled Baalbek city and the nearby towns of Douris and Ain Bourday with their families amid the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war, listen to a story at a school being used as a shelter, in Deir Al-Ahmar, east Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Displaced children, who fled Baalbek city and the nearby towns of Douris and Ain Bourday with their families amid the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war, play at a school being used as a shelter, in Deir Al-Ahmar, east Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Relatives of Palestinian Husam Mallah, 28, take the last look at his body in the morgue of a local hospital, in the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            Relatives of Palestinian Husam Mallah, 28, center, Abdulaziz Abu al-Samen, 21, right and Ahmad Fahmawi, 19, in the morgue of a local hospital, as the Palestinian Health Ministry said two Palestinians were killed in an Israeli strike and a third by Israeli gunfire, in the West Bank city of Tulkarem Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            A displaced woman, who fled Baalbek city and the nearby towns of Douris and Ain Bourday amid the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war, changes the diaper of her daughter at a school being used as a shelter, in Deir Al-Ahmar, east Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Displaced children, who fled Baalbek city and the nearby towns of Douris and Ain Bourday with their families amid the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war, play inside a school being used as a shelter, in Deir Al-Ahmar, east Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A displaced woman, who fled Baalbek city and the nearby towns of Douris and Ain Bourday amid the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war, holds her daughter at a school being used as a shelter, in Deir Al-Ahmar, east Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 13

                                    
                                    A displaced woman, who fled Baalbek city and the nearby towns of Douris and Ain Bourday amid the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war, holds her daughter at a school being used as a shelter, in Deir Al-Ahmar, east Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 13 | 
            A displaced woman, who fled Baalbek city and the nearby towns of Douris and Ain Bourday with her family amid the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war, walks at a school being used as a shelter, in Deir Al-Ahmar, east Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Displaced children, who fled Baalbek city and the nearby towns of Douris and Ain Bourday with their families amid the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war, study inside at a school being used as a shelter, in Deir Al-Ahmar, east Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Displaced people, who fled Baalbek city and the nearby towns of Douris and Ain Bourday amid the ongoing Hezbollah-Israel war, sit at a school being used as a shelter, in Deir Al-Ahmar, east Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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                                        TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) -- Rocket barrages fired from Lebanon killed seven people in northern Israel on Thursday, authorities said, hitting agricultural areas along the border and near the city of Haifa in back-to-back attacks that represented the deadliest spate of strikes from Lebanon since the Israeli military invaded the country earlier this month. 
The violence came as top U.S. diplomats were in the region to push for cease-fires in Lebanon and Gaza, hoping to wind down the wars in the Middle East in the Biden administration's final months. Pressure has been building ahead of the U.S. election next week.
Lebanon's Hezbollah militant group has been firing thousands of rockets, drones and missiles into Israel, and drawing fierce Israeli retaliatory strikes, in the year since Hamas' Oct. 7 attack out of the Gaza Strip triggered Israel's invasion and bombardment of the Palestinian enclave. Both Hezbollah and Hamas are backed by Iran, Israel's regional adversary. Hezbollah did not immediately claim responsibility for Thursday's rocket fire.

    


The conflict along Israel's northern border escalated into a full-blown war last month, when Israel launched a wave of heavy airstrikes across Lebanon that killed Hezbollah's top leader, Hassan Nasrallah, and most of his deputies. Israeli ground forces pushed into southern Lebanon on Oct. 1. Over the past year, the broadening Israeli campaign against Hezbollah has killed 2,800 people in Lebanon, wounded nearly 13,000 and devastated Lebanese towns near the border. 




Some 1.2 million people in Lebanon have been displaced since Israel's escalation in September. Hezbollah's intensified rocket attacks into Israel have forced 60,000 Israelis to evacuate from communities near the border. Over a year into the war, they remain displaced.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
On Thursday, projectiles from Lebanon crashed into an agricultural area in Metula, Israel's northernmost town, killing four foreign workers and an Israeli farmer in the deadliest such attack since Israel launched its ground invasion. 

    


The residents of Metula evacuated in October 2023, and only security officials and agricultural workers remain.
The Hotline for Refugees and Migrants, an Israeli organization that advocates for foreign workers, said authorities had put them in danger by allowing them to work along the border without proper protection.
Hours later, the Israeli military reported another volley of some 25 rockets crossing into Israel from Lebanon, striking an olive grove in a suburb of the northern port city of Haifa.
Thursday's second barrage killed a 30-year-old man and 60-year-old woman, reported Magen David Adom, Israel's main emergency medical organization, and wounded two others. Israeli media reported that the victims had gathered to harvest olives at the time of the attack.
Agricultural areas along Israel's border, where much of the country's orchards are located, are closed military zones patrolled by Israeli troops that can only be entered with official permission. For the few residents remaining in the area, the thump of missile interceptions by Israel's Iron Dome aerial defense system and the constant wailing of sirens warning of incoming rocket fire punctuate daily life.

    


Nonetheless, local officials in Israel largely support continuing a ground operation in southern Lebanon.
Amos Hochstein, a special adviser to President Biden on the Israel-Hezbollah conflict, has been pushing for a cease-fire deal to address the fighting with Hezbollah in Lebanon.
"If the Israeli government will accede to an agreement that was brought by Amos Hochstein ... we will not have it because for us this is rehabilitating Hezbollah again on our borders," said Eitan Davidi, the mayor of the northern town of Margaliot where air raid sirens sounded repeatedly Thursday. "Hezbollah is firing towards civilians and farmers and hit innocent farmers that are working in the field." 
Hezbollah's newly named top leader, Sheikh Naim Kassem, said in a video statement Wednesday that the militant group will keep fighting Israel until it is offered cease-fire terms it deems acceptable. He said it has recovered from a series of setbacks in recent months, including attacks using explosive pagers and walkie-talkies that was widely blamed on Israel.

    


"Hezbollah's capabilities are still available and compatible with a long war," he said.
Earlier on Thursday, the Israeli military warned people to evacuate from more areas of southern Lebanon, as airstrikes in different parts of the country killed eight people, according to Lebanon's state-run National News Agency.
Thousands of people have fled from Baalbek, the main city in Lebanon's eastern Bekaa Valley, and surrounding areas in the last 24 hours following Israeli evacuation warnings. 
Jean Fakhry, a local official in the Deir al-Ahmar region in the Bekaa Valley, said Israeli airstrikes pummeling the area turned the main highway "a parking lot" of fleeing cars stuck in traffic. Around 12,000 displaced people are staying in the area, he said, with most taking refuge in private homes.

    


At one of the shelters in Deir al-Ahmar, families with luggage were still arriving on Thursday.
"Our homes were destroyed," said Zahraa Younis, from the village near Baalbek. "We came with nothing -- no clothes or anything else."
___

Frankel reported from Jerusalem and Tawil from Deir al-Ahmar, Lebanon. Associated Press writer Eleanor H. Reich in New York contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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            FILE - This combination of images shows from left, U.S. Sen. Jon Tester, and opponent, Republican Montana Senate candidate Tim Sheehy, during a debate in Missoula, Mont., on Sept. 30, 2024. (Ben Allan Smith/The Missoulian via AP, File)
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            FILE - This combination of images shows from left, Sen. Sherrod Brown, D-Ohio, chairman of the Senate Committee on Banking, Housing, in Washington, on Dec. 7, 2022, and Republican opponent Bernie Moreno, in Vandalia, Ohio, on March 16, 2024. (AP Photo Mariam Zuhaib and AP Photo Jeff Dean, File)
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            FILE - This combination of images shows from left, Democratic Maryland Senate candidate Angela Alsobrooks in Chicago, Aug. 20, 2024, and Republican opponent, former Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan in Annapolis, on Aug. 27, 2024. (AP Photo Erin Hooley, left; and AP Photo Stephanie Scarbrough, File)
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            FILE - This combination of images shows from left, Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, in Oklahoma City, on April 13, 2022, and Democratic opponent, Rep. Colin Allred, D-Texas, in Chicago, on Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo Sue Ogrocki, left; and Paul Sancya, File)
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            FILE - This combination of images shows from left, Independent Nebraska Senate candidate Dan Osborn, left, in Omaha, Neb., on May 15, 2024, and opponent, Sen. Deb Fischer, R-Neb., in Washington on March 14, 2023. (Nikos Frazier/Omaha World-Herald via AP, left; and AP Photo Alex Brandon, File)
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            FILE - This combination of images shows, from left, Republican Arizona Senate candidate Kari Lake on July 30, 2024, and opponent, U.S. Rep. Ruben Gallego, D-Ariz., on Oct, 9, 2024, both in Phoenix. (AP Photo Ross Franklin, left; and Cheryl Evans/Arizona Republic via AP, File)
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            FILE - This combination of images shows from left, Republican Pennsylvania Senate candidate David McCormick, left, in Pittsburgh, on Sept. 21, 2023, and opponent, Sen. Bob Casey, D-Pa., in Chicago, on Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo Gene J. Puskar, left; and AP Photo Paul Sancya, File)
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            FILE - This combination of images shows from left, Republican Michigan Senate candidate Mike Rogers in University Center, Mich., on Oct. 3, 2024, and opponent U.S. Rep. Elissa Slotkin, D-Mich., in Detroit, on Sept. 2, 2024. (AP Photo Alex Brandon, left; and AP Photo Paul Sancya, File)
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        The struggle for Senate control goes down to the wire as spending shatters records
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            FILE - This combination of images shows from left, U.S. Sen. Jon Tester, and opponent, Republican Montana Senate candidate Tim Sheehy, during a debate in Missoula, Mont., on Sept. 30, 2024. (Ben Allan Smith/The Missoulian via AP, File)
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            FILE - This combination of images shows from left, Sen. Sherrod Brown, D-Ohio, chairman of the Senate Committee on Banking, Housing, in Washington, on Dec. 7, 2022, and Republican opponent Bernie Moreno, in Vandalia, Ohio, on March 16, 2024. (AP Photo Mariam Zuhaib and AP Photo Jeff Dean, File)
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            FILE - This combination of images shows from left, Democratic Maryland Senate candidate Angela Alsobrooks in Chicago, Aug. 20, 2024, and Republican opponent, former Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan in Annapolis, on Aug. 27, 2024. (AP Photo Erin Hooley, left; and AP Photo Stephanie Scarbrough, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 8
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            FILE - This combination of images shows from left, Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, in Oklahoma City, on April 13, 2022, and Democratic opponent, Rep. Colin Allred, D-Texas, in Chicago, on Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo Sue Ogrocki, left; and Paul Sancya, File)
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            FILE - This combination of images shows from left, Independent Nebraska Senate candidate Dan Osborn, left, in Omaha, Neb., on May 15, 2024, and opponent, Sen. Deb Fischer, R-Neb., in Washington on March 14, 2023. (Nikos Frazier/Omaha World-Herald via AP, left; and AP Photo Alex Brandon, File)
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            FILE - This combination of images shows, from left, Republican Arizona Senate candidate Kari Lake on July 30, 2024, and opponent, U.S. Rep. Ruben Gallego, D-Ariz., on Oct, 9, 2024, both in Phoenix. (AP Photo Ross Franklin, left; and Cheryl Evans/Arizona Republic via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 8

                                    
                                    FILE - This combination of images shows, from left, Republican Arizona Senate candidate Kari Lake on July 30, 2024, and opponent, U.S. Rep. Ruben Gallego, D-Ariz., on Oct, 9, 2024, both in Phoenix. (AP Photo Ross Franklin, left; and Cheryl Evans/Arizona Republic via AP, File)
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            FILE - This combination of images shows from left, Republican Pennsylvania Senate candidate David McCormick, left, in Pittsburgh, on Sept. 21, 2023, and opponent, Sen. Bob Casey, D-Pa., in Chicago, on Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo Gene J. Puskar, left; and AP Photo Paul Sancya, File)
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            FILE - This combination of images shows from left, Republican Michigan Senate candidate Mike Rogers in University Center, Mich., on Oct. 3, 2024, and opponent U.S. Rep. Elissa Slotkin, D-Mich., in Detroit, on Sept. 2, 2024. (AP Photo Alex Brandon, left; and AP Photo Paul Sancya, File)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) -- Billions of dollars in advertising are raining down on voters across the Rust Belt, Rocky Mountains and American southwest as the two major political parties portray their opponent's candidates as extreme in a struggle for control of the U.S. Senate.
In three races alone -- Ohio, Pennsylvania and Montana -- more than $1 billion is projected to be spent by Nov. 5.
The race in Ohio could break the spending record for Senate races. The race in Montana will go down as the most expensive Senate race ever on a per-vote basis. And, late in the game, Democrats are sending millions more dollars to Texas, a GOP stronghold where the party has new hopes of knocking off two-term conservative stalwart Sen. Ted Cruz, an upset that could help them protect their majority.
Republicans need to pick up two seats to capture a surefire majority, and one of those -- West Virginia -- is all but in the bag for the GOP.

    


Other races are more volatile and less predictable.
For Democrats, the brutal math of this year's election cycle is forcing them to defend eight seats in tough states. Losses by established incumbents could amount to an extinction-level event for Democrats who represent reliably Republican states.




The election also will test the down-ballot strength of both parties in Wisconsin, Michigan and Pennsylvania, the premier presidential battleground states known as the Blue Wall for their relatively reliable Democratic voting history. Wins there by Republicans would dramatically alter the Senate playing field.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
All told, data from political ad tracking firm AdImpact projects that more than $2.5 billion will be spent on advertising in Senate races in this two-year campaign cycle, slightly more than the 2022 total. 
That includes a half-billion dollars in Ohio alone, another $340 million in Pennsylvania and $280 million in Montana, population 1.1 million, or less than one-tenth of the population of either Ohio or Pennsylvania. The most expensive Senate race ever was Democrat John Ossoff 's victory in a Georgia contest that went to a runoff in 2021 and decided Senate control, according to data from the campaign finance-tracking organization Open Secrets.

    


Generally, campaign strategists say Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump is polling ahead of his party's Senate candidates in Senate battleground states, while Democratic candidates in those states are polling ahead of their presidential nominee, Kamala Harris.
That means there is a slice of voters who could vote for Trump but not back Republicans in Senate races -- or who could split their tickets with Democratic Senate candidates. 
Such splits have been rare. In Maine, in 2020 voters backed Democrat Joe Biden for president and re-elected Republican Sen. Susan Collins, for instance. 
Republican strategists said they expect the party's major super PACs to spend until election day in seven states where Democrats are defending Senate seats: Michigan, Montana, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin, where polls show competitive races, but also Nevada and Arizona, where Republicans are encouraged by strong early voting numbers.

    


Republicans are most confident about flipping the seat in deep-red Montana, where Republican Tim Sheehy is challenging third-term Democratic Sen. Jon Tester. They are also optimistic about reliably red Ohio, where Republican Bernie Moreno is challenging third-term Democratic Sen. Sherrod Brown.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Elections, explained: We answer your election questions.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Torunn Sinclair, a spokesperson for a pair of Republican-aligned super PACs, said one -- American Crossroads -- is pulling $2.8 million out of Montana, while the pair are plunging several million more into Pennsylvania. 
There, Republican David McCormick is trying to knock off three-term Democratic Sen. Bob Casey in a presidential battleground undercard that both sides say is close.
McCormick, a former CEO of the world's largest hedge fund, has hammered the message in two debates that Casey is a "sure thing" to back the Biden-Harris administration's agenda.
In recent days, Casey began running an ad in conservative areas that touts his "greedflation" legislation to pursue price-gouging. The ad says "Casey bucked Biden to protect fracking" and "sided with Trump" on trade and tariffs.

    


Republicans say Casey's ad showing Trump is similar to a TV ad that Sen. Tammy Baldwin of Wisconsin is airing and speaks to both Democrats' need to protect themselves against Harris' vulnerability in their states.
"They're hoping to peel off enough Trump voters to win," Sinclair said.
Still, Casey ran a similar ad in 2018's midterm election when he won easily -- even though that ad didn't mention Trump -- while Casey's campaign notes that he has long split with Democrats by opposing free trade agreements and supporting fossil fuel-power projects.
Democrats, conversely, say they are forcing competitive contests late in the campaign in two red states, Texas and Nebraska. Ousting incumbent Republicans from one or both of those seats could help Democrats to at least a 50-50 split in the Senate should Democrats lose in Montana or Ohio.

    


In Texas, U.S. Rep. Colin Allred, a former professional football player, has proven adept at raising small-dollar donations in his challenge to incumbent Republican Sen. Ted Cruz. Allred has outraised every Senate candidate nationally, except Tester and Brown.
The ad spending advantage for Allred has been 3-to-2, according to AdImpact, with the Democratic-aligned Senate Majority PAC touting a new seven-figure digital ad buy and a separate $5 million TV ad buy attacking Cruz on a key issue for Democrats, abortion rights.
On top of that, Democrats hope Harris' rally in Houston on Friday with Allred and Beyonce can help Allred by boosting Black voter turnout.
In Nebraska, independent Dan Osborn -- a tattooed former labor leader who supports abortion rights -- appears to have consolidated Democratic and independent voters while making some inroads with Republicans, Democratic strategists say. 
While Osborn is running as an independent and hasn't said which party he'd caucus with, he's getting support from a liberal super PAC that has helped him amass a significant spending advantage over Republican Sen. Deb Fischer. 
In both states, Republicans acknowledge that they've had to spend money unexpectedly to shore up their incumbents' prospects, but they also say they expect to win comfortably.
In Ohio, Brown has tried to personalize his appeal by appearing in most of his own ads and speaking directly into the camera.
"I'm Sherrod Brown and I have a question," Brown says, looking into the camera and leaning his elbow on what might be a wood-working shop table. "Have you ever heard Bernie Moreno talk about what he's going to do for Ohio?"
Brown also makes a personal appeal to potential swing voters, saying he has spent his career fighting for workers and veterans and working with law enforcement and "presidents of both parties to do what's best for our state."

Elsewhere, strategists expect first-term Florida Sen. Rick Scott will fend off a challenge from Democrat Debbie Mucarsel-Powell and that Democrat Angela Alsobrooks in deep-blue Maryland will beat former Gov. Larry Hogan to fill a seat being vacated by Democratic Sen. Ben Cardin.
___
Associated Press reporter Julie Carr Smyth in Columbus, Ohio, contributed to this report. Follow Marc Levy at twitter.com/timelywriter.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/senate-control-spending-election-cruz-tester-brown-32f653b47ab80ce67bd9204342b2253a



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Spain searches for bodies after unprecedented flooding claims at least 158 lives

    Spain searches for bodies after unprecedented flooding claims at least 158 lives
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            Monstrous flash floods that claimed at least 95 lives in Spain left scenes of devastation in Valencia on Thursday, with wrecked cars and trucks piled up along the highways of the Mediterranean city. The death toll could rise as search efforts continue with an unknown number of people still missing.
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            Survivors of the worst natural disaster to hit Spain this century were stunned by scenes of devastation on Thursday, after villages were wiped out by monstrous flash floods that killed at least 95 people.
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            Vehicles are seen piled up after being swept away by floods in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            A man stands among flooded cars piled up in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Members of the Spanish Guardia Civil carry the body of a person who died during floods in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            People walk in an area affected by floods in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Residents clean their house affected by floods in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            Residents clean their house affected by floods in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            Two people push a cart loaded with belongings in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            People pick up goods in a supermarket affected by the floods in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            People walk along the road after leaving their homes flooded by the floods in Paiporta, near Valencia, Spain on Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            A man reacts in front of houses affected by floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Members of the local police react to the news of one of their colleagues who died in the floods in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            Vehicles are seen piled up after being swept away by floods on a motorway in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            A man reacts as he waits for news of his relatives trapped during the floods in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            People stand in front of their houses affected by floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            A man reacts in his house affected by floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Residents clean their houses affected by floods in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            Residents clean their house affected by floods in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            23 of 28 | 
            Residents react as they wait for news of their relatives trapped during the floods in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            Members of the local police react to the news of one of their colleagues who died in the floods in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            A woman is taken away in an ambulance after being rescued from the floods in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            Vehicles are seen piled up after being swept away by floods on a motorway in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            27 of 28 | 
            A man stands among flooded cars piled up in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Vehicles are seen piled up after being swept away by floods in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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        Spain searches for bodies after unprecedented flooding claims at least 158 lives
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                                    Monstrous flash floods that claimed at least 95 lives in Spain left scenes of devastation in Valencia on Thursday, with wrecked cars and trucks piled up along the highways of the Mediterranean city. The death toll could rise as search efforts continue with an unknown number of people still missing.
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                                    Survivors of the worst natural disaster to hit Spain this century were stunned by scenes of devastation on Thursday, after villages were wiped out by monstrous flash floods that killed at least 95 people.
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            Vehicles are seen piled up after being swept away by floods in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            A man stands among flooded cars piled up in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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                                    A man stands among flooded cars piled up in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Members of the Spanish Guardia Civil carry the body of a person who died during floods in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 28 | 
            People walk in an area affected by floods in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Residents clean their house affected by floods in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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                                    Residents clean their house affected by floods in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            Residents clean their house affected by floods in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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                                    Residents clean their house affected by floods in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            Two people push a cart loaded with belongings in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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                                    Two people push a cart loaded with belongings in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            People pick up goods in a supermarket affected by the floods in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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                                    People pick up goods in a supermarket affected by the floods in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            People walk along the road after leaving their homes flooded by the floods in Paiporta, near Valencia, Spain on Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            A man reacts in front of houses affected by floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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                                    A man reacts in front of houses affected by floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Members of the local police react to the news of one of their colleagues who died in the floods in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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                                    Members of the local police react to the news of one of their colleagues who died in the floods in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            Vehicles are seen piled up after being swept away by floods on a motorway in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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                                    Vehicles are seen piled up after being swept away by floods on a motorway in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            A man reacts as he waits for news of his relatives trapped during the floods in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    15 of 28

                                    
                                    A man reacts as he waits for news of his relatives trapped during the floods in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            People stand in front of their houses affected by floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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                                    People stand in front of their houses affected by floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Train tracks are seen affected by floods in Paiporta, near Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            Residents react as they wait for news of their relatives trapped during the floods in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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                                    Residents react as they wait for news of their relatives trapped during the floods in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            19 of 28 | 
            A man reacts in his house affected by floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    19 of 28

                                    
                                    A man reacts in his house affected by floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Residents clean their houses affected by floods in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            Residents look at cars piled up after being swept away by floods in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            Residents clean their house affected by floods in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            Residents react as they wait for news of their relatives trapped during the floods in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            Members of the local police react to the news of one of their colleagues who died in the floods in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            A woman is taken away in an ambulance after being rescued from the floods in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            Vehicles are seen piled up after being swept away by floods on a motorway in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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                                    Vehicles are seen piled up after being swept away by floods on a motorway in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            A man stands among flooded cars piled up in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Vehicles are seen piled up after being swept away by floods in Valencia, Spain, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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                                        BARRIO DE LA TORRE, Spain (AP) -- Crews searched for bodies in stranded cars and sodden buildings Thursday as residents salvaged what they could from their ruined homes following monstrous flash floods in Spain that claimed at least 158 lives, with 155 deaths confirmed in the eastern Valencia region alone.
More horrors emerged Thursday from the debris and ubiquitous layers of mud left by the walls of water that produced Spain's deadliest natural disaster in living memory. The damage recalled the aftermath of a tsunami, with survivors left to pick up the pieces as they mourn their loved ones.
Cars were piled on one another like fallen dominoes, uprooted trees, downed power lines and household items all mired in mud that covered streets in dozens of communities in Valencia, a region south of Barcelona on the Mediterranean coast.
An unknown number of people are still missing and more victims could be found. 

    


"Unfortunately, there are dead people inside some vehicles," Spain's Transport Minister Oscar Puente said early Thursday before the death toll spiked from 95 on Wednesday night.
Rushing water turned narrow streets into death traps and spawned rivers that tore through homes and businesses, sweeping away cars, people and everything else in its path. The floods demolished bridges and left roads unrecognizable.




Luis Sanchez, a welder, said he saved several people who were trapped in their cars on the flooded V-31 highway south of Valencia city. The road rapidly became a floating graveyard strewn with hundreds of vehicles.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"I saw bodies floating past. I called out, but nothing," Sanchez said. "The firefighters took the elderly first, when they could get in. I am from nearby so I tried to help and rescue people. People were crying all over, they were trapped."
Regional authorities said late Wednesday that rescuers in helicopters saved some 70 people stranded on rooftops and in cars, but ground crews were far from done.
"Our priority is to find the victims and the missing so we can help end the suffering of their families," Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez said after meeting with officials and emergency services in Valencia on Thursday, the first of three official days of mourning.

    


An 'extraordinary' deluge
Spain's Mediterranean coast is used to autumn storms that can cause flooding, but this was the most powerful flash flood event in recent memory. Scientists link it to climate change, which is also behind increasingly high temperatures and droughts in Spain and the heating up of the Mediterranean Sea.
Human-caused climate change has doubled the likelihood of a storm like this week's deluge in Valencia, according to a rapid but partial analysis Thursday by World Weather Attribution, comprising dozens of international scientists who study global warming's role in extreme weather.
Spain has been suffering from an almost two-year drought, meaning that when the deluge happened late Tuesday and early Wednesday, the ground was so hard that it could not absorb the rain, leading to flash floods.

    


The violent weather event surprised regional government officials. Spain's national weather service said it rained more in eight hours in the Valencian town of Chiva than it had in the preceding 20 months, calling the deluge "extraordinary."
In Paiporta, a community of 25,000 next to Valencia city where mayor Maribel Albalat said Thursday that not fewer than 62 people had perished.
"(Paiporta) never has floods, we never have this kind of problem. And we found a lot of elderly people in the town center," Albalat told national broadcaster RTVE. "There were also a lot of people who came to get their cars out of their garages ... it was a real trap.'
Farms damaged
While the most suffering was inflicted on municipalities near the city of Valencia, the storms unleashed their fury over huge swaths of the south and eastern coast of the Iberian peninsula. Two fatalities were confirmed in the neighboring Castilla La Mancha region and one in southern Andalusia.
Greenhouses and farms across southern Spain, known as Europe's garden for its exported produce, were also ruined by heavy rains and flooding. The storms spawned a freak tornado in Valencia and a hail storm that punched holes in cars in Andalusia. Homes were left without water as far southwest as Malaga in Andalusia. 

    


Heavy rains continued Thursday farther north as the Spanish weather agency issued alerts for several counties in Castellon, in the eastern Valencia region, and for Tarragona in Catalonia, as well as southwest Cadiz.
"This storm front is still with us," the prime minister said. "Stay home and heed the official recommendation and you will help save lives."

    


The search goes on amid the destruction
Over 1,000 soldiers from Spain's emergency rescue units joined regional and local emergency workers in the search for bodies and survivors. 
"We are searching house by house," Angel Martinez, with a military emergency unit, told Spain's national radio RNE from the town of Utiel, where at least six people died.
An Associated Press journalist saw rescuers remove seven body bags from an underground garage in Barrio de la Torre on Thursday.
Many residents in both towns had to walk long distances in sticky mud to find food and water. Many of their cars had been destroyed and the mud, destruction and debris left by the storm made some roads unpassable. Some pushed shopping carts along sodden streets while others carried their children to keep them out of the muck. 
Valencia regional President Carlos Mazon on Thursday asked if Spain's army could assist with distributing basic goods to the population.
The National Police arrest 39 people for looting on Wednesday. The Civil Guard deployed officers to stop further thefts from homes, cars and shopping malls.
Some 150,000 people in Valencia were without electricity on Wednesday, but roughly half had power by Thursday, Spanish news agency EFE reported. An unknown number did not have running water and were relying on whatever bottled water they could find. 
The region remained partly isolated with several roads cut off and train lines interrupted, including the high-speed service to Madrid. Officials said it will take two to three weeks to repair that damaged line.

A man wept as he showed a reporter from national broadcaster RTVE the shell of what was once the ground floor of his home in Catarroja, south of Valencia. It looked as though a bomb had detonated inside, obliterating furniture and belongings, and stripping the paint off some walls.
___
Wilson reported from Barcelona, Spain and Medrano from Madrid. Seth Borenstein in Washington, D.C., contributed.
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Radiation and Russian bombs threaten this Ukrainian city, so it's building schools underground
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            1 of 18 | 
            Construction workers dig out an underground school at Gymnasium No. 71 in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, Aug. 30, 2024, one of a dozen planned for the city and designed to be radiation- and bomb-proof. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            2 of 18 | 
            Children from Gymnasium No. 6 head to a basement set up with classrooms during an air alert in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, Sept. 3, 2024. The city is building a dozen subterranean schools designed to be radiation- and bomb-proof. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            3 of 18 | 
            Children from Gymnasium No. 6 spread out their books in a school basement during an air alert in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, Sept. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            4 of 18 | 
            Construction is underway at an underground version of at Gymnasium No. 71 in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, Aug. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            5 of 18 | 
            Builders inspect the construction of an underground version of School No. 88 in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, Aug. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            6 of 18 | 
            Classes continue underground at Gymnasium No. 6 despite an air alert in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, Sept. 3, 2024. Missiles and bombs strike daily, so the city has begun on a dozen subterranean schools designed to be radiation- and bomb-proof. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            7 of 18 | 
            First-graders at Gymnasium No. 6 attend a traditional back-to-school ceremony in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, Sept. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            8 of 18 | 
            Children go to the school basement to continue their studies during an air alert in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, Sept. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            FILE - This April 26, 2023, file photo, shows Ukraine's Chornobyl nuclear power plant seen from a memorial to victims of a 1986 meltdown. To this day, the area around the plant, known in Russian as Chernobyl, is off-limits except to the technical staff needed to keep it safe. (AP Photo/Wladyslaw Musiienko)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 18 | 
            With the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant in the background, a bicyclist travels along a path in Nikopol, Ukraine, Sept. 2, 2024. Russian forces have controlled the plant since the first weeks of the war. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            11 of 18 | 
            FILE - In this Sept. 2, 2022, file photo, people wait to receive iodine tablets being distributed at a school in case of a radiation leak in Zaporizhzhia. The city faces the twin threats of daily Russian bombs and fears of radiation from the Russian-controlled nuclear power plant nearby. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            12 of 18 | 
            FILE - In this Sept. 2, 2022, photo, a woman distributes packs of iodine tablets to residents at a local school in case of a radiation leak in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine. The war in Ukraine heightened fears about fallout in the city, which is near a Russian-controlled nuclear power plant. (AP Photo/Leo Correa, File)
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            13 of 18 | 
            Children from Gymnasium No. 6 go to the school basement to continue their studies during an air alert in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, Sept. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            14 of 18 | 
            Builders work at the construction site of an underground version of School No. 88 in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, August 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            15 of 18 | 
            Builders work on the roof of the underground version of School No. 88, which is heavily fortified and designed to be radiation- and bomb-proof. The front-line city plans a dozen similar schools to allow education to continue in a war zone. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            16 of 18 | 
            Ivan Fedorov, head of the Zaporizhzhia region, speaks during an interview in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, Aug. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            17 of 18 | 
            Children from School No. 88 rehearse a dance before the traditional back-to-school ceremony in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, Aug. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            One of the cars that Google uses to periodically to photograph the millions of destinations covered in its digital maps is shown during a pit stop at its "Street View Garage" in Palo Alto, Calif., on Wednesday Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Liedtke)
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            2 of 2 | 
            A 500-pound camera Google used to begin photographing the streets included in its digital maps during tests is displayed at Google's "Street View Garage" in Palo Alto, Calif., on Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Liedtke)
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                                        PALO ALTO, Calif. (AP) -- Google Maps is heading down a new road steered by artificial intelligence.
The shift announced Thursday will bring more of the revolutionary AI technology that Google already has been baking into its dominant search engine to the digital maps service that the internet company launched nearly 20 years ago as part of its efforts to expand into new frontiers.
Google Maps recently surpassed 2 billion monthly users worldwide for the first time, a milestone that illustrates how dependent people have become on the service's directions during their daily commutes and excursions to new places. With the introduction of Google's AI-powered Gemini technology, the maps are now being set up to become entertainment guides in addition to navigational tools.
Starting this week in the U.S. only, users will be able to converse with Google Maps to ask for tips on things to do around specific spots in a neighborhood or city and receive lists of restaurants, bars and other nearby attractions that include reviews that have been compiled through the years. The new features will also provide more detailed information about parking options near a designated destination along with walking directions for a user to check after departing the car. 

    


"We are entering a new era of maps," Miriam Daniel, general manager of Google Maps, told reporters Wednesday during a preview of the features presented in Palo Alto, California. "We are transforming how you navigate and explore the world."




Google Maps also is trying to address complaints by introducing more detailed imagery that will make it easier to see which lane of the road to be situated in well ahead of having to make a turn. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In another AI twist, Google Maps is going to allow outside developers to tap into the language models underlying its Gemini technology to enable pose questions about specific destinations, such as apartments or restaurants, and get their queries answered within seconds. Google says this new feature, which initially will go through a testing phase, has undergone a fact-checking procedure that it calls "grounding."

    


Google's Waze maps, which focus exclusively on real-time driving directions, will use AI to offer a conversational way for its roughly 180 million monthly users to announce hazards in the road and other problems that could affect traveling times.

The decision to bring AI into a service that so many rely upon to get from one point to the next reflects Google's growing confidence in its ability to prevent its Gemini technology from providing false or misleading information, also known as "hallucinations," to users. Google's AI has already been caught hallucinating in some of the summaries that began rolling in May, including advice to put glue on pizza and an assertion that the fourth U.S. president, James Madison, graduated from the University of Wisconsin, located in a city named after him.
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            1 of 11 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers' Kike Hernandez, right, is safe at third as New York Yankees third baseman Jazz Chisholm Jr. reaches for a throw from shortstop Anthony Volpe during the fifth inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. Volpe was charged with a throwing error. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            2 of 11 | 
            New York Yankees center fielder Aaron Judge makes error fielding on a ball hit by Los Angeles Dodgers' Tommy Edman during the fifth inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            3 of 11 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers' Kike Hernandez, right, is safe at third as New York Yankees third baseman Jazz Chisholm Jr. reaches for a throw from shortstop Anthony Volpe during the fifth inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. Volpe was charged with a throwing error. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            4 of 11 | 
            The New York Yankees watch during their loss against the Los Angeles Dodgers in Game 5 of the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            5 of 11 | 
            New York Yankees starting pitcher Gerrit Cole looks back toward the scoreboard after throwing against the Los Angeles Dodgers during the fifth inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            6 of 11 | 
            New York Yankees starting pitcher Gerrit Cole, center, is pulled by manager Aaron Boone, left, as first baseman Anthony Rizzo (48) puts his hand on the Cole's shoulder during the seventh inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            7 of 11 | 
            New York Yankees first baseman Anthony Rizzo (48) talks with starting pitcher Gerrit Cole during the fifth inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Freddie Freeman watches his two-run single against the New York Yankees during the fifth inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            9 of 11 | 
            New York Yankees first baseman Anthony Rizzo (48) talks with starting pitcher Gerrit Cole during the fifth inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            10 of 11 | 
            New York Yankees starting pitcher Gerrit Cole acknowledges the crowd as he leaves during the seventh inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            The Los Angeles Dodgers celebrate their win against the New York Yankees in Game 5 to win the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            1 of 11 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers' Kike Hernandez, right, is safe at third as New York Yankees third baseman Jazz Chisholm Jr. reaches for a throw from shortstop Anthony Volpe during the fifth inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. Volpe was charged with a throwing error. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            New York Yankees center fielder Aaron Judge makes error fielding on a ball hit by Los Angeles Dodgers' Tommy Edman during the fifth inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Kike Hernandez, right, is safe at third as New York Yankees third baseman Jazz Chisholm Jr. reaches for a throw from shortstop Anthony Volpe during the fifth inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. Volpe was charged with a throwing error. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            The New York Yankees watch during their loss against the Los Angeles Dodgers in Game 5 of the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            New York Yankees starting pitcher Gerrit Cole looks back toward the scoreboard after throwing against the Los Angeles Dodgers during the fifth inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            New York Yankees starting pitcher Gerrit Cole, center, is pulled by manager Aaron Boone, left, as first baseman Anthony Rizzo (48) puts his hand on the Cole's shoulder during the seventh inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            New York Yankees first baseman Anthony Rizzo (48) talks with starting pitcher Gerrit Cole during the fifth inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Freddie Freeman watches his two-run single against the New York Yankees during the fifth inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            New York Yankees first baseman Anthony Rizzo (48) talks with starting pitcher Gerrit Cole during the fifth inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            New York Yankees starting pitcher Gerrit Cole acknowledges the crowd as he leaves during the seventh inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 11

                                    
                                    New York Yankees starting pitcher Gerrit Cole acknowledges the crowd as he leaves during the seventh inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 11 | 
            The Los Angeles Dodgers celebrate their win against the New York Yankees in Game 5 to win the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Just when it appeared Aaron Judge and the New York Yankees were right back in this World Series, they all but gave away the trophy.
An epic meltdown of defensive miscues, beginning with Judge's embarrassing error in center field, helped the Los Angeles Dodgers rally in a five-run fifth inning that tied the score at 5.
Young shortstop Anthony Volpe and ace pitcher Gerrit Cole also committed costly mistakes. New York's bullpen squandered a one-run lead in the eighth, and the Dodgers held on for a 7-6 victory Wednesday night in Game 5 that wrapped up their eighth championship and second in five years.
"This is like, as bad as it gets," Cole said. "It's the worst feeling that you can have."
Finally back in their first World Series since 2009, the Yankees didn't last long.
It was the latest autumn failure for baseball's most successful franchise -- one that used to own October.

    


Not anymore. Not lately, at least. And in the Yankees' universe, 15 years is a long time between titles.
"We didn't get the job done," Judge said. "We made some mistakes along the way that hurt us."
On deck, an offseason of uncertainty as New York tries to retain free agent slugger Juan Soto, who is expected to have several eager suitors and command a massive contract.




"I'm really happy with the city, with the team, how these guys do, but at the end of the day, we will see," Soto said. "We're going to look at every situation, every offer that we get and take a decision from there.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"I feel like every team has the same opportunities," he added. "I don't want to say anybody has any advantage because at the end of the day we're going to look at what they have and how much they want me."
Judge wants Soto back in the Big Apple.
"I think everybody in this room wants him back," the captain said. "You could look at the stats and what he did on the field, I think it was the type of leader he is in this clubhouse. He just does a lot of the little things that people don't notice that truly make him one of the best players if not the best player in the game. ... I definitely would love to see him in pinstripes for quite a long time."

    


After losing the first three games to LA, the Yankees won 11-4 in Game 4 behind Volpe to prevent a sweep. That left them looking to become the first of 25 teams that fell behind 3-0 in the World Series to force a Game 6, which would have been back at Dodger Stadium.
And they got off to a rollicking start, too, with back-to-back homers by Judge and Jazz Chisholm Jr. in the first inning. Giancarlo Stanton went deep leading off the third, and the Bronx Bombers had a 5-0 cushion.
"You feel pretty confident with your ace up there and a five-run lead. But you know, that's baseball, man," left fielder Alex Verdugo said. "They played the better baseball in this World Series."
Cole cruised through four hitless innings, pitching around a leadoff walk in the fourth with the help of a remarkable catch by Judge as he crashed hard into the left-center fence.
California, here we come, right? 

    


Wrong. 
"I'm heartbroken," manager Aaron Boone said. "The ending is cruel."
Kike Hernandez opened the fifth with a single, then Judge dropped Tommy Edman's easy fly to center for his first error all year, putting runners at first and second with nobody out. It appeared Judge took his eye off the ball, which he tried snagging with just his glove hand.
"You can't give a good team like that extra outs," Judge said. "It starts with me there on the line drive coming in, misplayed that. So that doesn't happen, then I think we've got a different story tonight."
Will Smith followed with a grounder to the right of Volpe, who fielded it cleanly in the hole and tried to get the lead runner at third base. But the 2023 Gold Glove winner bounced a hurried throw that glanced off Chisholm's glove for another error, loading the bases.
After a mound visit, Cole buckled down and struck out Gavin Lux and Shohei Ohtani as the sellout crowd of 49,263 at Yankee Stadium roared.
And it looked as though Cole had wriggled out of the jam when Mookie Betts grounded a slow squibber to first baseman Anthony Rizzo. But because the ball was spinning so much, Rizzo waited back on it. Cole initially broke to cover first base, then stopped. And when Rizzo scooped up the ball, the pitcher was nowhere close.

    


Cole pointed toward first, but by then Rizzo had no chance to beat the speedy Betts to the bag. He was credited with an infield single that shaved New York's lead to 5-1.
"I took a bad angle to the ball," Cole said. "I wasn't sure really off the bat how hard he hit it. ... By the time the ball got by me, I was not in a position to cover first."
World Series MVP Freddie Freeman followed with a two-run single, matching a Fall Classic record with 12 RBIs, and Teoscar Hernandez tied it with a two-run double over Judge's head in left-center.

    


"We didn't take care of the ball well enough in that inning," Boone said in an understatement.
With the five-run advantage gone in a flash, the end almost felt inevitable.
Stanton put the Yankees back in front 6-5 with a sacrifice fly in the sixth, but reliever Tommy Kahnle loaded the bases with none out in the eighth on two singles and a four-pitch walk. 

A catcher's interference call on Austin Wells also hurt as Lux and Betts came through with sac flies off closer Luke Weaver to give the Dodgers a 7-6 lead that right-handers Blake Treinen and Walker Buehler refused to relinquish. 
In the clubhouse afterward, Cole summed up the collapse with two words. 
"It's brutal," he said. 
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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            The United Nations Security Council met Wednesday after the United States said Wednesday that North Korean troops wearing Russian uniforms and carrying Russian equipment are moving toward Ukraine.
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            A TV screen shows an image of North Korea's an intercontinental ballistic missile launch during a news program at the Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            A TV screen shows an image of North Korean leader Kim Jong Un during a news program at the Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            A TV screen shows an image of North Korean leader Kim Jong Un during a news program at the Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. The letters read "North Korea, launched a new intercontinental ballistic missile today." (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            FILE - A North Korean soldier stands at the North's military guard post as a North Korean flag flutters in the wind, seen from Paju, South Korea, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man, File)
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            Visitors look at the North Korean side from the unification observatory in Paju, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            Japanese Defense Minister Gen Nakatani arrives at the prime minister's office in Tokyo Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            Visitors walk near a wire fence decorated with ribbons written with messages wishing for the reunification of the two Koreas at the Imjingak Pavilion in Paju, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            Visitors look at the North Korean side from the unification observatory in Paju, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            Japan's Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba speaks to the journalists after a report of North Korea's missile launch, at his office in Tokyo Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            A visitor looks at the North Korean side from the unification observatory in Paju, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            A visitor looks at the North Korean side from the unification observatory in Paju, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            A visitor looks at a map of two Koreas border area at the unification observatory in Paju, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            FILE - In this photo provided by the North Korean government, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, left, supervises artillery firing drills in North Korea, on March 7, 2024. Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by the North Korean government. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP, File)
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            A North Korean soldier stands near the military guard post, seen from the unification observatory in Paju, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            North Korean soldiers are seen from the unification observatory in Paju, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            Destination sign of North Korea's capital Pyongyang is seen at the Imjingak Pavilion in Paju, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            A North Korea's military guard post is seen from the unification observatory in Paju, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            A TV screen shows an image of North Korea's an intercontinental ballistic missile launch during a news program at the Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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                                    The United Nations Security Council met Wednesday after the United States said Wednesday that North Korean troops wearing Russian uniforms and carrying Russian equipment are moving toward Ukraine.
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            A TV screen shows an image of North Korea's an intercontinental ballistic missile launch during a news program at the Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            A TV screen shows an image of North Korean leader Kim Jong Un during a news program at the Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            A TV screen shows an image of North Korean leader Kim Jong Un during a news program at the Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. The letters read "North Korea, launched a new intercontinental ballistic missile today." (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            FILE - A North Korean soldier stands at the North's military guard post as a North Korean flag flutters in the wind, seen from Paju, South Korea, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man, File)
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            Visitors look at the North Korean side from the unification observatory in Paju, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            Japanese Defense Minister Gen Nakatani arrives at the prime minister's office in Tokyo Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            Visitors walk near a wire fence decorated with ribbons written with messages wishing for the reunification of the two Koreas at the Imjingak Pavilion in Paju, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            Visitors look at the North Korean side from the unification observatory in Paju, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            Japan's Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba speaks to the journalists after a report of North Korea's missile launch, at his office in Tokyo Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            A visitor looks at the North Korean side from the unification observatory in Paju, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            A visitor looks at the North Korean side from the unification observatory in Paju, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            A visitor looks at a map of two Koreas border area at the unification observatory in Paju, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            FILE - In this photo provided by the North Korean government, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, left, supervises artillery firing drills in North Korea, on March 7, 2024. Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by the North Korean government. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP, File)
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            A North Korean soldier stands near the military guard post, seen from the unification observatory in Paju, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            North Korean soldiers are seen from the unification observatory in Paju, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            Destination sign of North Korea's capital Pyongyang is seen at the Imjingak Pavilion in Paju, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            A North Korea's military guard post is seen from the unification observatory in Paju, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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                                    A North Korea's military guard post is seen from the unification observatory in Paju, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            A TV screen shows an image of North Korea's an intercontinental ballistic missile launch during a news program at the Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- North Korea test-fired an intercontinental ballistic missile for the first time in almost a year Thursday, demonstrating a potential advancement in its ability to launch long-range nuclear attacks on the mainland U.S. 
The launch was likely meant to meant grab American attention days ahead of the U.S. election and respond to condemnation over the North's reported troop dispatch to Russia to support its war against Ukraine. Some experts speculated Russia might have provided technological assistance to North Korea over the launch.
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un observed the launch, calling it "an appropriate military action" to show North Korea's resolve to respond to its enemies' moves that have threatened the North's safety, according to the North's state media.
Kim said the enemies' "various adventuristic military maneuvers" highlighted the importance of North Korea's nuclear capability. He reaffirmed that North Korea will never abandon its policy of bolstering its nuclear forces.

    


North Korea has steadfastly argued that advancing its nuclear capabilities is its only option to cope with the expansion of U.S.-South Korean military training, though Washington and Seoul have repeatedly said they have no intention of attacking North Korea. Experts say North Korea uses its rivals' drills as a pretext to enlarge its nuclear arsenal to wrest concessions when diplomacy resumes.




The North Korean statement came hours after its neighbors said they had detected the North's first ICBM test since December 2023 and condemned it as a provocation that undermines international peace. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
South Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff said North Korea could have tested a new, solid-fueled long-range ballistic missile on a steep angle, an attempt to avoid neighboring countries. Missiles with built-in solid propellants are easier to move and hide and can be launched more quickly than liquid-propellant weapons. 

    


Japanese Defense Minister Gen Nakatani told reporters the missile's flight duration of 86 minutes and its maximum altitude of more than 7,000 kilometers (4,350 miles) exceeded corresponding data from previous North Korean missile tests. 
Having a missile fly higher and for a longer duration than before means its engine thrust has improved. Given that previous ICBM tests by North Korea have already proved they can theoretically reach the U.S. mainland, the latest launch was likely related to an effort to examine whether a missile can carry a bigger warhead, experts say.
Jung Chang Wook, head of the Korea Defense Study Forum think tank in Seoul, said it's fair to say the missile in Thursday's launch could carry North Korea's biggest and most destructive warhead. He said the launch was also likely designed to test other technological aspects that North Korea needs to master to further advance its ICBM program.
North Korea has made strides in its missile technologies in recent years, but many foreign experts believe the country has yet to acquire a functioning nuclear-armed missile that can strike the U.S. mainland. They say North Korea likely possesses short-range missiles that can deliver nuclear strikes across all of South Korea.

    


There have been concerns that North Korea might seek Russian help to perfect its nuclear-capable missiles in return for its alleged dispatch of thousands of troops to support Russia's war against Ukraine. U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin said Wednesday that North Korean troops wearing Russian uniforms and carrying Russian equipment are moving toward Ukraine, in what he called a dangerous and destabilizing development.
Lee Choon Geun, an honorary research fellow at South Korea's Science and Technology Policy Institute, said the early results of Thursday's launch suggested Russia might have given a key propellant component that can boost a missile's engine thrust. He said that a higher thrust allows a missile to carry a bigger payload, fly with more stability and hit a target more accurately. 
Jung said he speculates Russian experts might have given technological advice on missile launches since Russian President Vladimir Putin visited North Korea for a meeting with Kim in June. 

    


Kwon Yong Soo, an honorary professor at South Korea's National Defense University, said that North Korea likely tested a multiple-warhead system for an existing ICBM. "There's no reason for North Korea to develop another new ICBM when it already has several systems with ranges of up to 10,000 to 15,000 kilometers (6,200 to 9,300 miles) that could reach any location on Earth," Kwon said.
The North Korean confirmation of an ICBM test was unusually quick since North Korea usually describes its weapons tests a day after they occur. 
"North Korea could have probably thought that its rivals could look down it after it gave away so much in military resources to Russia," Yang Uk, an expert at South Korea's Asan Institute Institute for Policy Studies. "The launch may have been intended as a demonstration to show what it's capable of, regardless of troop dispatches or other movements."

    


The U.S., South Korea and Japan released a joint statement Thursday condemning the missile launch, saying it was in "flagrant violation" of numerous U.N. Security Council resolutions. The foreign ministers of the three countries also condemned the deepening military cooperation between North Korea and Russia, particularly the deployment of North Korean troops to Russia.
"We strongly urge (North Korea) to immediately cease its series of provocative and destabilizing actions that threaten peace and security on the Korean Peninsula and beyond," they said.
U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres strongly condemned the launch, which clearly violates U.N. Security Council resolutions banning North Korea's use of ballistic missile technology, the U.N. spokesman said.
The U.N. chief reiterated his call for de-escalation on the Korean peninsula and establishing an environment for dialogue and the resumption of talks, stressing that "Diplomatic engagement remains the only pathway to sustainable peace and the complete and verifiable denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula," spokesman Stephane Dujarric said.
South Korean military spokesperson Lee Sung Joon said the North Korean missile may have been fired from a 12-axle launch vehicle, the North's largest mobile launch platform. The disclosure of the new launch vehicle in September had prompted speculation North Korea could be developing an ICBM that is bigger than its existing ones.
South Korea's military intelligence agency told lawmakers Wednesday that North Korea has likely completed preparations for its seventh nuclear test as well. It said North Korea had been close to testing an ICBM. 
In the past two years, Kim has used Russia's invasion of Ukraine as a window to ramp up weapons tests and threats while also expanding military cooperation with Moscow. South Korea, the U.S. and others say North Korea has already shipped artillery, missiles and other convectional arms to replenish Russia's dwindling weapons stockpiles. 

North Korea's possible participation in the Ukraine war would mark a serious escalation. Besides Russian nuclear and missile technologies, experts say Kim Jong Un also likely hopes for Russian help to build a reliable space-based surveillance system and modernize his country's conventional weapons. They say Kim will likely get hundreds of millions of dollars from Russia for his soldiers' wages if they are stationed in Russia for one year.
___
Follow AP's Asia-Pacific coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/asia-pacific
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Abortion-rights groups outspend opponents by more than 6 to 1 in ballot measure campaigns
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                    FILE - Abortion rights advocates hold a rally in support of the "Yes On 4" campaign in downtown Orlando, Fla., April 13, 2024. (Willie J. Allen Jr./Orlando Sentinel via AP, File)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


The groups promoting ballot measures to add amendments to the constitutions in nine states that would enshrine a right to abortion have raised more than $160 million.
That's nearly six times what their opponents have brought in, The Associated Press found in an analysis of campaign finance data compiled by the watchdog group Open Secrets and state governments.
The campaign spending reports are a snapshot in time, especially this late in the campaigns, when contributions are rolling in for many.
The cash advantage is showing up in ad spending, where data from the media tracking firm AdImpact shows campaigns have spent more than three times as much as opponents in ads on TV, streaming services, radio and websites.
Abortion-rights supporters have prevailed on all seven ballot measures that have gone before voters since the U.S. Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade in 2022, which ended a nationwide right to abortion and opened the door for the bans and restrictions that are now being enforced in most Republican-controlled states.




Most of the money is going to Florida
Florida is the behemoth in this year's abortion ballot-measure campaigns.
Proponents of the measure have raised more than $75 million and opponents $10 million. Combined, that's nearly half the national total.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The state Republican Party is using additional funds, including from corporations across the country, to urge voters to reject the measure. Including that, supporters still lead in ad-buying: $60 million to $27 million.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The total spent as of Tuesday is about the same amount spent on the state's U.S. Senate race.
The amendment would overturn a ban on most abortions after the first six weeks of pregnancy -- when women often don't know they're pregnant -- that was signed by Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis and took effect in May. DeSantis' administration has taken steps to thwart the campaign for the amendment.
Florida's ballot measure rules give opponents a boost: Passage requires approval from 60% of voters instead of a simple majority.

    


An influx of funding arrives in South Dakota
South Dakota is an outlier, with a significant funding advantage for anti-abortion groups.
According to an Associated Press analysis of state campaign disclosures, they've raised about $2 million compared with abortion-rights supporters' $1 million.
There was a big change last week when the abortion-rights group Dakotans for Health reported that it had received $540,000 from Think Big America, a fund launched by Illinois Gov. Jay Pritzker, a Democrat. The fund's director, Mike Ollen, said that's helping ads get seen more widely in what could be a close race.
Before that, national abortion-rights groups, including the Planned Parenthood Federation of America, had mostly ignored South Dakota because, they said, the ballot measure doesn't go far enough. It would allow regulations of abortions after the first 12 weeks of pregnancy if they relate to the health of the woman.
"We find ourselves being caught between being way too extreme on the right end of the spectrum and not extreme enough on the left end of the spectrum," said Rick Weiland, co-founder of Dakotans for Health. "We think we're right in the middle."

    


The anti-abortion campaign in South Dakota, like those elsewhere, is focused largely on portraying the amendment as too extreme. The Think Big money provided a new chance to do that.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Elections, explained: We answer your election questions.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


"South Dakotans don't want extreme Chicago, San Francisco, and New York views tainting our great state," Life Defense Fund spokesperson Caroline Woods said in a statement.
One anti-abortion group reported a $25,000 contribution last week from South Dakota Republican Gov. Kristi Noem's political action committee.
Funding is close to even in a state with competing ballot measures
Nebraska has competing ballot measures.
One would allow abortion until viability, considered to be somewhere after 20 weeks. The other would bar abortion in most cases after the first 12 weeks -- echoing current state law, but also allowing for a stricter one.
The side pushing to keep restrictions is leading the fundraising race, with at least $9.8 million. One prominent family has supplied more than half of that. Republican U.S. Sen. Pete Ricketts has contributed more than $1 million, and his mother, Marlene Ricketts, has chipped in $4 million.
The campaign for more access has raised at least $6.4 million.

    


In some states, the opposition has been quiet
In most places, abortion-rights supporters have a big fundraising lead.
In Arizona, Colorado, Missouri, Montana and Nevada, the opponents had each reported raising less than $2 million before Wednesday.
Meanwhile, the groups promoting the questions in those states have all collected at least $5 million.
The ballot questions have different circumstances.
Missouri's amendment would open the door to blocking the state's current ban on abortion at all stages of pregnancy, with some exceptions. Proponents of the measure have raised more than $30 million to opponents' $1.5 million.
In Arizona, passing the abortion amendment would roll back a ban after the first 15 weeks of pregnancy and instead allow it until fetal viability, and later in some cases. The state's Supreme Court ruled this year that an 1864 ban on abortion at all stages of pregnancy could be enforced, but the Legislature promptly repealed it.

    


Colorado is one of the few states that already has no gestational limits on when during pregnancy abortion can be obtained. Montana allows abortion until viability.
Opponents of Nevada's measure have not reported any spending. To take effect, the amendment needs to pass this year and again in 2026.
Fundraising has been low on both sides in Maryland, though Pritzker's fund says it's sending money there, and New York, where a ballot measure doesn't mention abortion specifically but would bar discrimination based on "pregnancy outcomes and reproductive healthcare and autonomy."
Big contributions from national groups are one-sided
Liberal groups, including those that aren't required to report who their donors are, are far more active in the campaigns than their anti-abortion counterparts.
The Fairness Project, which promotes progressive ballot measures, has contributed more than $30 million to abortion amendment campaigns since last year.
Several other abortion-rights groups have contributed $5 million or more. No single entity on the anti-abortion side has reported giving that much.
Groups that funded the majority of last year's campaign against an Ohio abortion-rights amendment that voters approved are absent from this year's list of big contributors.
The Concord Fund, part of a network of political groups centered around conservative legal activist Leonard Leo, didn't show up in campaign finance reports until Wednesday, when a Missouri filing showed the group gave $1 million the day before to a group opposing the ballot measure there. Leo was a driving force in securing nominations of Supreme Court justices who voted to overturn Roe. 
Susan B. Anthony Pro-Life America has not been active on abortion ballot measures this year, but it is pumping money into the presidential race in support of Republican Donald Trump.
"This is the most consequential fight for life before us," SBA spokesperson Kelsey Pritchard said in a statement, noting that the group is aiming to spend $92 million in eight states in the presidential race.
___

This story was first published Oct. 30, 2024. It was updated Oct. 31, 2024 to correct that The Fairness Project has given more than $30 million to abortion amendment campaigns since last year, not $10 million.
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            A Christian area in Lebanon's eastern Bekaa Valley, has seen an influx of thousands of people fleeing the area of Baalbek, about 17 km (10.5 miles) to the southeast, after Israel issued an evacuation notice and aerial bombardment of the city of Baalbek and surrounding areas Wednesday. (AP video shot by Fadi Tawil and Mahmad Aounti)
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            People watch Hezbollah's newly named leader Naim Kassem delivering a televised speech, in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Israeli soldiers mourn during the funeral of reservist Yedidia Bloch, 31, at Mevo Horon settlement, West Bank, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. Bloch died on Tuesday 29 after he was injured in Lebanon. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            An Israeli army bulldozer operates at the parameter of the Nur Shams refugee camp during the ongoing army operation, after the Palestinian Health Ministry said two Palestinians were killed in an Israeli strike and a third by Israeli gunfire, in the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            A civil defence worker searches for victims in the rubble of a destroyed building hit in an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday night, in Sarafand, southern Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Israeli army units secure the parameter of the Nur Shams refugee camp during the ongoing army operation, after the Palestinian Health Ministry said two Palestinians were killed in an Israeli strike and a third by Israeli gunfire, in the West Bank city of Tulkarem Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            Relatives of Palestinian Husam Mallah, 28, center, Abdulaziz Abu al-Samen, 21, right and Ahmad Fahmawi, 19, in the morgue of a local hospital, as the Palestinian Health Ministry said two Palestinians were killed in an Israeli strike and a third by Israeli gunfire, in the West Bank city of Tulkarem Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            President of Cyprus Nikos Christodoulides speaks to the media after meeting with President Joe Biden at the White House in Washington, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            Relatives of Palestinian Husam Mallah, 28, take the last look at his body in the morgue of a local hospital, in the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            Rescue workers use excavators to remove the rubble of a destroyed building that was hit Tuesday night in an Israeli airstrike, as they search for victims in Sarafand, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Rescue workers use an excavator to clear the rubble of a destroyed building hit Tuesday night in an Israeli airstrike, as they search for victims, in Sarafand, southern Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            People watch Hezbollah's newly named leader Naim Kassem delivering a televised speech, in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Israeli soldiers mourn during the funeral of reservist Yedidia Bloch, 31, at Mevo Horon settlement, West Bank, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. Bloch died on Tuesday 29 after he was injured in Lebanon. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            An Israeli army bulldozer operates at the parameter of the Nur Shams refugee camp during the ongoing army operation, after the Palestinian Health Ministry said two Palestinians were killed in an Israeli strike and a third by Israeli gunfire, in the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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                                        Hours apart, series of barrages from Lebanon struck northern Israel on Thursday, killing a total of seven people, including four foreign workers. The attacks marked the deadliest strikes to hit Israel since its military invaded southern Lebanon earlier this month.
Meanwhile, the Israeli military warned people to evacuate from more areas of southern Lebanon as airstrikes across the country killed at least eight. Also Thursday, Palestinian officials said an Israeli raid in the occupied West Bank killed three people.
The Israeli military said its forces were targeting militants in the area of the Nur Shams refugee camp, which has seen repeated battles in recent months. The military said it eliminated a Hamas militant who was involved in planning attacks on Israelis.
The developments come as mediators are ramping up efforts to halt the wars in Lebanon and the Gaza Strip, circulating new proposals to wind down the regional conflict.

    


Hezbollah's newly named leader, Naim Kassem, said the militant group will keep fighting in its war with Israel until it is offered cease-fire terms it deems acceptable.




Some 1.2 million people have been displaced by the conflict in Lebanon, according to government estimates. Lebanon's Heath Ministry said more than 2,800 people have been killed and 12,900 wounded since Oct. 8, 2023, when Hezbollah began firing rockets into Israel, drawing retaliation. Israeli ground forces invaded southern Lebanon at the beginning of October.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The death toll from more than a year of the Israel-Hamas war in Gaza has passed 43,000, Palestinian officials reported Monday, without distinguishing between civilians and combatants. The war began after Hamas-led militants stormed into Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, killing some 1,200 people -- mostly civilians -- and abducting 250 others.
___
Here's the latest:

    


UNICEF calls for immediate cease-fire and says at least one child was killed each day this month in Lebanon
BEIRUT -- The U.N. children's agency is calling for an immediate cease-fire, saying that at least one child has been killed in Lebanon each day this month and at least 10 have been wounded.
"The ongoing war in Lebanon is upending children's lives, and in many cases, inflicting severe physical wounds and deep emotional scars," UNICEF said in a statement Thursday.
Lebanon's health ministry says 166 children have been killed and at least 1,168 children have been wounded since the conflict began last year. 
"This devastating tally grows by the day," UNICEF said.
The agency says that thousands children who have survived bombings and attacks are displaying alarming signs of emotional, behavioral and physical distress, such as disrupted sleep, loss of appetite, overwhelming fear, increased anxiety, aggression and difficulty concentrating. 
UNICEF said it has reached thousands of children and caregivers with psychological first aid and support since the escalation began last month.
"But true healing can only begin when the violence ends," the agency said.

    


Another rocket barrage from Lebanon kills 2 in northern Israel, raising day's toll there to 7
TEL AVIV, Israel -- Israel's rescue service said projectiles fired from Lebanon killed two more people in northern Israel on Thursday, just hours after the deadliest rocket barrage to hit the country since the Israeli military's invasion of southern Lebanon killed five.
Magen David Adom, Israel's main emergency medical organization, said its medics confirmed the deaths of a 30-year-old man and 60-year-old woman in a suburb of the northern city of Haifa. They also treated two other people who suffered mild injuries and were hospitalized.
The Israeli military said that roughly 25 rockets crossed into Israel from Lebanon as part of the volley that struck an olive grove where people had gathered for the harvest.
The deadly attack came just hours after officials in Metula, in northern Israel, said that five people were killed, including four foreign workers, in a rocket barrage Thursday that struck an Israeli agricultural area.
The back-to-back attacks made Thursday one of the deadliest days for civilians in Israel since the Israeli military invaded southern Lebanon on Oct. 1 as part of a widening campaign against the Lebanon-based Hezbollah militant group.

    


Hezbollah began firing on Israel in October 2023 in solidarity with Hamas in Gaza. The conflict escalated from a regular but restrained exchange of cross-border fire into an Israeli military ground operation and airstrikes inside Lebanon. The Israeli campaign over the past year has killed over 2,800 people in Lebanon, according to the country's health authorities.
Rocket from Lebanon fired toward Israel hits Irish peacekeepers' base but no one is injured 
LONDON -- Ireland's military says a base for Irish peacekeeping troops in southern Lebanon was hit by a rocket fired towards Israel. No one was injured.
Lt. Gen. Sean Clancy, chief of staff of Ireland's defense forces, said the Katyusha rocket landed in an unoccupied area of Camp Shamrock on Wednesday, causing "minimal damage."
He said the rocket was travelling towards Israel, and it was unclear whether it fell or was taken down by Israel's Iron Dome defense system.

    


About 350 Irish soldiers are currently deployed as peacekeepers with the United Nations mission Lebanon known as UNIFIL.
Irish Prime Minister Simon Harris described the incident as "extremely serious" and said not enough was being done to protect peacekeeping troops amid the Israel-Hezbollah conflict.
"I really reiterate my call in relation to the need for people to respect international law and respect the specific protections that are provided to peacekeepers in relation to that," he said.
Israeli military says it struck Hezbollah weapons depots and bases in Syria
JERUSALEM -- Israel's military said Thursday that it struck Hezbollah weapons depots and bases in Syria.
According to a military statement, the air force hit targets near Qusair, a city in western Syria along the border with Lebanon. The military claims Hezbollah recently began storing weapons along the Syrian-Lebanese border in an attempt to smuggle arms into Lebanon.
Since the start of Israel's ground invasion into Lebanon, the military has struck border crossings between Lebanon and Syria multiple times, claiming they served as arms-smuggling routes. The strikes, humanitarian groups say, intensified an already severe humanitarian crisis by blocking key routes for supplies and impeding access for those fleeing to safety.
Three of the six official border crossings between the two countries have closed as a result of airstrikes, forcing people fleeing from Lebanon to take long detours or cross on foot.
Thousands of Lebanese flock to a Christian area in the Bekaa Valley
DEIR AL-AHMAR, Lebanon -- Thousands of Lebanese have flocked to a Christian area in the eastern Bekaa Valley after Israel warned civilians to leave the city of Baalbek and surrounding areas ahead of airstrikes this week. 
Jean Fakhry, head of the Union of Municipalities of the area of Deir al-Ahmar, described a "massive human influx" in the wake of the warning, with the road turning "into a parking lot." 
"This is the first time we've witnessed such a major disaster," Fakhry said. 
About 12,000 displaced people are now staying in the area -- about 2,500 of them in shelters and the rest hosted in private homes, he said.
At one of the shelters, displaced families were still arriving toting luggage on Thursday while women cooked and tidied up mattresses and blankets.
"Our homes were destroyed," said Zahraa Younis, from the village of Bouday. "We came with nothing -- no clothes or anything else -- and took shelter here."
Fadwa Qasim from the village of Douris said, her family came with their neighbors.
"We hope the situation calms down so we can return to our homes, if we still have homes," she said. "My children are scattered, each in a different area."
Lebanese officials estimate that 1.2 million people have been displaced in Lebanon as a result of the ongoing war.
Authorities in northern Israel say 5 killed by projectiles fired from Lebanon
JERUSALEM -- Projectiles fired from Lebanon into northern Israel killed five people on Thursday, including four foreign workers, authorities said. It was the deadliest such attack since Israeli troops invaded Lebanon earlier this month to battle the Hezbollah militant group.
Hezbollah has been firing rockets, missiles and drones into northern Israel for more than a year, drawing retaliatory strikes. Sixty-eight people have been killed in rocket attacks in northern Israel since the conflict began last year.
The Metula regional council reported the attack. The nationalities of the workers were not immediately known.
Metula, Israel's northernmost town, which is surrounded by Lebanon on three sides, has suffered heavy damage from rockets. The town's residents evacuated in October 2023, and only security officials and agricultural workers remain.
Israeli airstrikes kill 8 people in eastern and southern Lebanon
BEIRUT -- The Israeli military has warned people to evacuate from more areas of southern Lebanon, including a built-up Palestinian refugee camp. Israeli airstrikes, meanwhile, killed at least eight people in different parts of the country on Thursday.
The Rashidiyeh refugee camp near the port city of Tyre is one of several dating back to the 1948 Mideast war, when hundreds of thousands of Palestinians fled or were driven out of what is now Israel.
Israel invaded Lebanon at the start of October, after nearly a year of trading fire with Hezbollah. The militant group began firing rockets, missiles and drones on northern Israel after Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023 attack triggered the war in Gaza. Iran backs both groups.
Israel has warned people to evacuate from large areas of the country, including major cities in the south and east. Over a million people have already fled their homes.
Israeli strikes killed seven people in eastern Lebanon, according to Lebanon's state-run National News agency. Another strike killed a man on a motorcycle on the coastal highway between Tyre and Sidon.
The news agency also reported a strike on a car on a main highway running through the mountains outside the capital, Beirut. It said the strike closed the highway, diverting traffic through nearby villages. There was no immediate word on casualties.
Israeli police arrest a couple accused of spying for Iran
JERUSALEM -- Israeli police said Thursday they have arrested a couple accused of spying on Israeli intelligence sites and collecting information on an Israeli academic on behalf of Iran.
Israeli security services say they have uncovered several Iranian spy networks in recent months. The two archenemies have waged a long-running shadow war that has burst into the open since the outbreak of the war in Gaza. They exchanged fire directly for the first time in April and then again this month.
In a statement released Thursday, the police and the Shin Bet internal security agency said that the man arrested, Rafael Guliev, from the central city of Lod, had surveilled Israel's Mossad spy headquarters for the Iranians and collected information on an academic working at the Institute for National Security Studies, a prominent Israeli think tank. It did not identify the scholar.
The statement said Guliev was also entrusted with finding an assassin, though the statement did not make clear if he had actually done so.
Guliev's wife, Lala, assisted in the activities, the statement said.
Officials in West Bank say 3 people were killed in Israeli raid
RAMALLAH, West Bank -- Palestinian officials said an Israeli military raid in the occupied West Bank killed at least three people.
The military said its forces were targeting militants in the area of the Nur Shams refugee camp, which has seen repeated battles in recent months. The military said it eliminated a Hamas militant in the area who was involved in planning attacks on Israelis.
The Palestinian Health Ministry said Thursday that two Palestinians were killed in an Israeli strike and third by Israeli gunfire.
Israel said its forces were still in the area.
At least 763 Palestinians, including over 165 children, have been killed by Israeli fire in the West Bank since Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023 attack out of the Gaza Strip triggered the war there, according to the Health Ministry.
Most appear to have been militants killed during army operations, but the dead also include civilian bystanders and people killed during violent protests.
Palestinians have carried out dozens of stabbing, shooting and car-ramming attacks against Israelis since the start of the war.
Israel captured the West Bank in the 1967 Mideast war and the Palestinians want it to form the main part of their future state. Israel has built scores of settlements there that are now home to over 500,000 Israeli settlers.

The 3 million Palestinians in the territory live under seemingly open-ended Israeli military rule, with the Western-backed Palestinian Authority exercising limited self-rule in population centers.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/israel-hamas-hezbollah-mideast-latest-31-october-2024-f5910a533abaf7e78e445d24169d73cf



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Americans are anxious about the presidential campaign: AP-NORC poll | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Americans are anxious and frustrated about the presidential campaign, an AP-NORC poll finds
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                    Voters cast ballots at the Chicago Early Voting Loop Supersite in Chicago, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- Most Americans are feeling a lot of emotions heading into Election Day, but excitement is not one of them.
A new poll from The AP-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research finds that about 7 in 10 Americans report feeling anxious or frustrated about the 2024 presidential campaign, and a similar share say they're interested. 
Only about one-third say they feel excited.
There's a broad feeling of uncertainty hanging over the 2024 presidential contest during the last week of the campaign. The race is competitive nationally and in key swing states, according to recent polls, with neither Democrat Kamala Harris nor Republican Donald Trump showing a measurable advantage. At the same time, the candidates have offered closing arguments that are in stark contrast with each other, with Harris arguing that Trump is obsessed with revenge and his own personal needs, while Trump referred to Harris at a rally on Sunday night as "a trainwreck who has destroyed everything in her path."

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Americans are anxious and frustrated about the presidential campaign, an AP-NORC poll finds
    

    
    
    A new poll suggests that most Americans are feeling anxiety heading into Election Day. AP correspondent Donna Warder reports.

    


    


Some groups are even more anxious than they were four years ago, even though that election took place in the midst of a deadly pandemic. In 2020, an AP-NORC poll found that about two-thirds of Americans were anxious about the election, which is not statistically significant from the new result. But for partisans, anxiety is dialed a little higher. About 8 in 10 Democrats say anxious describes how they are feeling now, up slightly from around three-quarters in the last election. About two-thirds of Republicans are anxious, a moderate uptick from around 6 in 10 in 2020. 




Independents, by contrast, haven't shifted meaningfully, and they're also feeling less worried than Democrats or Republicans. About half say they are anxious, similar to the finding in 2020. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Other emotions have gotten more intense compared to past election cycles, including excitement. About one-third of Americans report feeling excited about the 2024 campaign, up from around one-quarter in 2016. But a majority of Americans say they are not excited about this year's race. 

    


One thing has stayed fairly constant, though: Americans' level of frustration with the campaign. Roughly 7 in 10 Americans say frustrated describes their emotional state, similar to 2020.
For those Americans, though, there is light on the horizon -- soon, the election will be over.
___

The poll of 1,233 adults was conducted Oct. 24-29, 2024, using a sample drawn from NORC's probability-based AmeriSpeak Panel, which is designed to be representative of the U.S. population. The margin of sampling error is plus or minus 3.6 percentage points.
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            Fans celebrated in Los Angeles on Wednesday night after the Los Angeles Dodgers won the World Series, defeating the New York Yankees four games to one.
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            2 of 27 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers manager Dave Roberts celebrates after the Dodgers beat New York Yankees in Game 5 to win the baseball World Series, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            3 of 27 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers' Freddie Freeman celebrates with the MVP trophy after their win against the New York Yankees in Game 5 to win the baseball World Series, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            4 of 27 | 
            The Los Angeles Dodgers celebrate their win against the New York Yankees in Game 5 to win the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            5 of 27 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani celebrates in the locker room after their win against the New York Yankees in Game 5 to win the baseball World Series, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            6 of 27 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers' Freddie Freeman celebrates after the Dodgers beat the New York Yankees in Game 5 to win the baseball World Series, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            7 of 27 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers' Mookie Betts (50) celebrates after hitting a sacrifice fly against the New York Yankees during the eighth inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            8 of 27 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers' Mookie Betts (50) and Freddie Freeman (5) celebrate after scoring against the New York Yankees during the fifth inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            9 of 27 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers' Mookie Betts hits a sacrifice fly against the New York Yankees during the eighth inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            10 of 27 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers' Freddie Freeman and Teoscar Hernandez celebrate their win against the New York Yankees in Game 5 to win the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            11 of 27 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers manager Dave Roberts and Teoscar Hernandez celebrate their win against the New York Yankees in Game 5 to win the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            12 of 27 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers' Mookie Betts (50) celebrates with manager Dave Roberts after hitting a sacrifice fly against the New York Yankees during the eighth inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            13 of 27 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Blake Treinen celebrates the end of the eighth inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series against the New York Yankees, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            14 of 27 | 
            New York Yankees starting pitcher Gerrit Cole looks back toward the scoreboard after throwing against the Los Angeles Dodgers during the fifth inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            15 of 27 | 
            New York Yankees' Aaron Judge catches a fly ball by Los Angeles Dodgers' Freddie Freeman during the fourth inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            16 of 27 | 
            New York Yankees center fielder Aaron Judge makes error fielding on a ball hit by Los Angeles Dodgers' Tommy Edman during the fifth inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            17 of 27 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers' Kike Hernandez, right, is safe at third as New York Yankees third baseman Jazz Chisholm Jr. reaches for a throw from shortstop Anthony Volpe during the fifth inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. Volpe was charged with a throwing error. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            18 of 27 | 
            The Los Angeles Dodgers pose for a team picture after their win against the New York Yankees in Game 5 to win the baseball World Series, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            19 of 27 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani celebrates in the locker room after their win against the New York Yankees in Game 5 to win the baseball World Series, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            20 of 27 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Walker Buehler celebrates in the locker room after their win against the New York Yankees in Game 5 to win the baseball World Series, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            21 of 27 | 
            Fans celebrate on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in downtown Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            22 of 27 | 
            A fan wearing a Shohei Ohtani taunts Los Angeles Police officers as fans celebrate on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in downtown Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            23 of 27 | 
            An LAFD arson investigator inspects a bus that was set on fire at Sunset and Echo Park after people gathered on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees to win the baseball World Series early Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            24 of 27 | 
            Fans celebrate on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in downtown Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            25 of 27 | 
            A person carries out items from a ransacked Nike store after the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees to win the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            26 of 27 | 
            Firefighters douse water on a bus that was set on fire at Sunset and Echo Park after people gathered on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees to win the baseball World Series early Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            People are seen at a ransacked Nike store after the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees to win the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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                                    Fans celebrated in Los Angeles on Wednesday night after the Los Angeles Dodgers won the World Series, defeating the New York Yankees four games to one.
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            Los Angeles Dodgers manager Dave Roberts celebrates after the Dodgers beat New York Yankees in Game 5 to win the baseball World Series, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Freddie Freeman celebrates with the MVP trophy after their win against the New York Yankees in Game 5 to win the baseball World Series, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            The Los Angeles Dodgers celebrate their win against the New York Yankees in Game 5 to win the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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                                    The Los Angeles Dodgers celebrate their win against the New York Yankees in Game 5 to win the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani celebrates in the locker room after their win against the New York Yankees in Game 5 to win the baseball World Series, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Freddie Freeman celebrates after the Dodgers beat the New York Yankees in Game 5 to win the baseball World Series, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Mookie Betts (50) celebrates after hitting a sacrifice fly against the New York Yankees during the eighth inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Mookie Betts (50) and Freddie Freeman (5) celebrate after scoring against the New York Yankees during the fifth inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Mookie Betts hits a sacrifice fly against the New York Yankees during the eighth inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 27

                                    
                                    Los Angeles Dodgers' Mookie Betts hits a sacrifice fly against the New York Yankees during the eighth inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 27 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers' Freddie Freeman and Teoscar Hernandez celebrate their win against the New York Yankees in Game 5 to win the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers manager Dave Roberts and Teoscar Hernandez celebrate their win against the New York Yankees in Game 5 to win the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Mookie Betts (50) celebrates with manager Dave Roberts after hitting a sacrifice fly against the New York Yankees during the eighth inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Blake Treinen celebrates the end of the eighth inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series against the New York Yankees, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            New York Yankees starting pitcher Gerrit Cole looks back toward the scoreboard after throwing against the Los Angeles Dodgers during the fifth inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            New York Yankees' Aaron Judge catches a fly ball by Los Angeles Dodgers' Freddie Freeman during the fourth inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            New York Yankees center fielder Aaron Judge makes error fielding on a ball hit by Los Angeles Dodgers' Tommy Edman during the fifth inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Kike Hernandez, right, is safe at third as New York Yankees third baseman Jazz Chisholm Jr. reaches for a throw from shortstop Anthony Volpe during the fifth inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. Volpe was charged with a throwing error. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            The Los Angeles Dodgers pose for a team picture after their win against the New York Yankees in Game 5 to win the baseball World Series, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani celebrates in the locker room after their win against the New York Yankees in Game 5 to win the baseball World Series, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Walker Buehler celebrates in the locker room after their win against the New York Yankees in Game 5 to win the baseball World Series, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    20 of 27

                                    
                                    Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Walker Buehler celebrates in the locker room after their win against the New York Yankees in Game 5 to win the baseball World Series, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            21 of 27 | 
            Fans celebrate on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in downtown Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            A fan wearing a Shohei Ohtani taunts Los Angeles Police officers as fans celebrate on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in downtown Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            An LAFD arson investigator inspects a bus that was set on fire at Sunset and Echo Park after people gathered on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees to win the baseball World Series early Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Fans celebrate on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in downtown Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            A person carries out items from a ransacked Nike store after the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees to win the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Firefighters douse water on a bus that was set on fire at Sunset and Echo Park after people gathered on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees to win the baseball World Series early Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            People are seen at a ransacked Nike store after the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees to win the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- You gotta hand it to Freddie Freeman, Shohei Ohtani and the Los Angeles Dodgers.
And not just because the Yankees certainly did.
When New York let LA back into World Series Game 5, the Dodgers did what they've done all year -- kept on going.
After taking advantage of three miscues to erase a five-run, fifth-inning deficit during one of the most memorable midgame meltdowns in baseball history, the Dodgers used eighth-inning sacrifice flies from Gavin Lux and Mookie Betts to beat New York 7-6 on Wednesday night.
"In spring training this is what we said we were going to do and we did it," Betts proclaimed, champagne stinging his eyes.
Aaron Judge and Jazz Chisholm Jr. hit back-to-back home runs in the first inning for New York. Alex Verdugo's RBI single chased Jack Flaherty in the second, and Giancarlo Stanton's third-inning homer against Ryan Brasier built a 5-0 Yankees lead.

    


In the dugout, the Dodgers remained focused.
"We were like just get one, chip away, chip away," Freeman said.
Errors by Judge in center and Anthony Volpe at shortstop, combined with pitcher Gerrit Cole failing to cover first on Betts' grounder, helped Los Angeles score five unearned runs in the fifth.




Of the 234 teams to trail by five or more runs in a Series game, the Dodgers became just the seventh to win.
"This is going to sting forever," Yankees manager Aaron Boone said. "I'm heartbroken."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
After Stanton's sixth-inning sacrifice fly put the Yankees back ahead 6-5, the Dodgers loaded the bases against losing pitcher Tommy Kahnle in the eighth before the sacrifice flies off Luke Weaver.
Judge doubled off winner Blake Treinen with one out in the bottom half and Chisholm walked. Manager Dave Roberts walked to the mound with Treinen at 37 pitches.
"I looked in his eyes. I said how you feeling? How much more you got?" Roberts recalled. "He said: `I want it.' I trust him."

    


Treinen retired Stanton on a flyout and struck out Anthony Rizzo. 
Walker Buehler, making his first relief appearance since his rookie season in 2018, pitched a perfect ninth for his first major league save.
When Buehler struck out Verdugo to end the game, the Dodgers poured onto the field to celebrate between the mound and first base, capping a season in which they led the big leagues with 98 wins.
With several thousand Dodgers fans remaining in a mostly empty stadium, baseball Commissioner Rob Manfred presented the trophy on a platform quickly erected over second base.
Ohtani, the Dodgers' record-setting $700 million signing and baseball's first 50-homer, 50-steal player, went 2 for 19 with no RBIs and had one single after separating his left shoulder during a stolen base attempt in Game 2. Ohtani went through the clubhouse pouring champagne on teammates and having it sprayed on him 
"We were able to get through the regular season, I think, because of the strength of this team, this organization," he said through a translator. "The success of the postseason is very similar."
Freeman hit a two-run single to tie the Series record of 12 RBIs, set by Bobby Richardson over seven games in 1960, and was voted Series MVP. With the Dodgers one out from losing Friday's opener, Freeman hit a game-ending grand slam reminiscent of Kirk Gibson's homer off Oakland's Dennis Eckersley in 1988's Game 1 that sparked Los Angeles to the title. 

    


The Dodgers earned their eighth championship and seventh since leaving Brooklyn for Los Angeles -- their first in a non-shortened season since 1988. They won a neutral-site World Series against Tampa Bay in 2020 after a 60-game regular season and couldn't have a parade because of the coronavirus pandemic.
These Dodgers of Ohtani, Freeman and Betts joined the 1955 Duke Snider and Roy Campanella Boys of Summer, the Sandy Koufax and Don Drysdale era that spanned the three titles from 1959-65, the Tommy Lasorda-led groups 1981 and '88, and the Betts and Clayton Kershaw champions of 2020.
Ending a season that started with a gambling scandal involving Ohtani's interpreter during the opening series in South Korea, Roberts won his second championship in nine years as Dodgers manager, matching Lasorda and trailing the four of Walter Alston. The Dodgers won for the fourth time in 12 Series meetings with the Yankees.

    


New York remained without a title since its record 27th in 2009. The Yankees acquired Juan Soto from San Diego in December knowing he would be eligible for free agency after the 2024 Series. The 26-year-old star went 5 for 16 with one RBI in the Series heading into what will be intensely followed bidding on the open market.
"I'll be open to listen to every single team," Soto said. "I don't have any doors closed or anything like that, so I'm going to be available to all 30 teams."
Judge finished 4 for 18 with three RBIs.
"You can't give a good team like that extra outs," Judge said. "It starts with me there in the line drive coming in, misplay that. So that doesn't happen then I think we got a different story tonight."

    


Cole didn't allow a hit until Kike Hernandez singled leading off the fifth. Judge, who an inning earlier made a leaping catch at the left-center wall to deny Freeman an extra-base hit, dropped Tommy Edman's fly to center. Volpe then bounced a throw to third on Will Smith's grounder, allowing the Dodgers to load the bases with no outs.
Cole struck out Lux and Ohtani, and Betts hit a grounder to Rizzo -- a slow grounder by a Mookie turned the 1986 World Series, by the Mets' Mookie Wilson against Boston.
Cole didn't cover first, pointing at Rizzo, who didn't charge because he was afraid the spinning ball might get past him. Betts outraced Rizzo to the bag.
"I took a bad angle to the ball," Cole said. "I wasn't sure really off the bat how hard he hit it. ... By the time the ball got by me, I was not in a position to cover first."
Freeman followed with a two-run single and Teoscar Hernandez hit a tying two-run double.
"When you're given extra outs and you capitalize in that kind of game, that's huge," Freeman said. "For us to get it back to even, you could just feel the momentum just coming along."
Stanton's sixth-inning sacrifice fly off Brusdar Graterol put the Yankees ahead 6-5, but the Dodgers rallied one last time in the eighth after Kike Hernandez singled off Kahnle leading off, Edman followed with an infield hit, and Smith walked on four pitches.
"We faced every adversity possible and we overcame every single one," Freeman said, who won his second title after 2021 with Atlanta, and rebounded from a sprained ankle to homer in each of the first four Series games.
Purchased by Guggenheim Baseball Management in 2012, the Dodgers hired Andrew Friedman from Tampa Bay to head their baseball operations two years later. He boosted the front office with a multitude of analytics and performance science staff, and ownership supplied the cash.
Los Angeles went on an unprecedented $1.25 billion spending spree last offseason on deals with Ohtani, pitchers Yoshinobu Yamamoto, Tyler Glasnow and James Paxton, and outfielder Teoscar Hernandez. Much of the money was future obligations that raised the Dodgers' deferred compensation to $915.5 million owed from 2028-44.
Faced with injuries, the Dodgers acquired Flaherty, Edman and reliever Michael Kopech ahead of the trade deadline, and all became important cogs in the title run. The additions boosted payroll to $266 million, third behind the Mets and the Yankees, plus a projected $43 million luxury tax.
Los Angeles will celebrate with a parade Friday on what would have been the 64th birthday for Dodgers great Fernando Valenzuela, who died three days before the Series opener.
"It's going to be emotional for all of us," Roberts said. 
UP NEXT

Los Angeles opens its spring schedule on Feb. 20 against the Chicago Cubs at Camelback Ranch, and the Yankees start the next day against Tampa Bay in Tampa, Florida.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/MLB
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            Millions in India are celebrating the festival of Diwali with dazzling and colorful lights lit up homes and streets. The Hindu festival symbolises the victory of light over darkness and is also a national holiday across India. (AP video by Piyush Nagpal, Shonal Ganguly, Rajesh Kumar Singh, Mahesh Kumar and Rajnish Kakade)
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            Fire crackers and smoke fill the city skyline as a part of Diwali celebrations at Shivaji Park in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024.(AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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            A record 2.51 million earthen oil lamps are lit along the Saryu river during Deepotsav celebrations on the eve of Diwali, creating a new Guinness World Record, in Ayodhya, India, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            Yogi Adityanath, Chief Minister of the northern Indian state of Uttar Pradesh, offers prayers in front of actors playing Hindu god Rama, his wife Sita, and his brothers during Deepotsav celebrations on the eve of Diwali, in Ayodhya, India, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            FILE- A residential building is decorated with lanterns and lights during Diwali, the festival of lights in Mumbai, India, Nov. 12, 2023. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool, File)
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            FILE- People crowd a market as they shop ahead of Diwali festival in Mumbai, India, Nov. 5, 2023. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool, File)
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            FILE- Hindu women light oil lamps at the Banganga pond as they celebrate Dev Diwali festival in Mumbai, India, Nov. 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool, File)
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            FILE- People lights firecrackers to celebrate Diwali, the festival of lights, in Ahmedabad, India, Oct. 24, 2022. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki, File)
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            FILE- An Indian family lights firecrackers to celebrate Diwali, the Hindu festival of lights, in Prayagraj, in the northern state of Uttar Pradesh, India, Oct. 24, 2022. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh, File)
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            FILE- Children play with firecrackers during Diwali celebrations in New Delhi, India, Nov. 4, 2021. (AP Photo/Altaf Qadri, File)
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            FILE- Morning haze envelops the skyline the day after tens of thousands of people set off massive firecrackers to celebrate the Hindu festival of Diwali in New Delhi, India, Nov. 5, 2021. (AP Photo/Altaf Qadri, File)
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            FILE- An Indian potter makes earthen lamps ahead of Diwali festival in Prayagraj, India, Oct. 27, 2021. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh, File)
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            Fire crackers and smoke fill the city skyline as a part of Diwali celebrations at Shivaji Park in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024.(AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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            A record 2.51 million earthen oil lamps are lit along the Saryu river during Deepotsav celebrations on the eve of Diwali, creating a new Guinness World Record, in Ayodhya, India, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            Yogi Adityanath, Chief Minister of the northern Indian state of Uttar Pradesh, offers prayers in front of actors playing Hindu god Rama, his wife Sita, and his brothers during Deepotsav celebrations on the eve of Diwali, in Ayodhya, India, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            FILE- A residential building is decorated with lanterns and lights during Diwali, the festival of lights in Mumbai, India, Nov. 12, 2023. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool, File)
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            FILE- People crowd a market as they shop ahead of Diwali festival in Mumbai, India, Nov. 5, 2023. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool, File)
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                                    FILE- People crowd a market as they shop ahead of Diwali festival in Mumbai, India, Nov. 5, 2023. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool, File)
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            FILE- Hindu women light oil lamps at the Banganga pond as they celebrate Dev Diwali festival in Mumbai, India, Nov. 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool, File)
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            FILE- People lights firecrackers to celebrate Diwali, the festival of lights, in Ahmedabad, India, Oct. 24, 2022. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki, File)
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            FILE- An Indian family lights firecrackers to celebrate Diwali, the Hindu festival of lights, in Prayagraj, in the northern state of Uttar Pradesh, India, Oct. 24, 2022. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh, File)
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            FILE- Children play with firecrackers during Diwali celebrations in New Delhi, India, Nov. 4, 2021. (AP Photo/Altaf Qadri, File)
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            FILE- Morning haze envelops the skyline the day after tens of thousands of people set off massive firecrackers to celebrate the Hindu festival of Diwali in New Delhi, India, Nov. 5, 2021. (AP Photo/Altaf Qadri, File)
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            FILE- An Indian potter makes earthen lamps ahead of Diwali festival in Prayagraj, India, Oct. 27, 2021. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh, File)
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                                        Diwali is the most important festival of the year in India -- and for Hindus in particular. 
It is celebrated across faiths by more than a billion people in the world's most populous nation and the diaspora. Over five days, people take part in festive gatherings, fireworks displays, feasts and prayer.
Diwali is derived from the word "Deepavali," which means "a row of lights." Celebrants light rows of traditional clay oil lamps outside their homes to symbolize the victory of light over darkness and knowledge over ignorance. 
When is Diwali?
The dates of the festival are based on the Hindu lunar calendar, typically falling in late October or early November. 
This year, the holiday is being celebrated on Oct. 31 and Nov. 1. In the U.S., Diwali falls on Halloween this year, which has triggered quite a few #Diwaloween memes on social media where some celebrants can be seen lighting diyas in their scary costumes or handing out laddoos to trick-or-treaters. 




What are some Hindu stories of Diwali?
While Diwali is a major religious festival for Hindus, it is also observed by Sikhs, Jains and Buddhists. The origin story of Diwali varies depending on the region. All these stories have one underlying theme -- the victory of good over evil.
In southern India, Diwali celebrates the victory of Lord Krishna's destruction of the demon Naraka who is said to have imprisoned women and tormented his subjects. In northern India, Diwali honors the triumphant return of Lord Rama, his wife Sita, and brother Lakshmana, from a 14-year exile in the forest.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
How is Diwali celebrated?
The festival brings with it a number of unique traditions, which also vary by the region. What all celebrations have in common are the lights, fireworks, feasting, new clothes and praying. 
--In southern India, many have an early morning warm oil bath to symbolize bathing in the holy River Ganges as a form of physical and spiritual purification.
--In the north, worshipping the Goddess Lakshmi, who symbolizes wealth and prosperity, is the norm. 

    


Gambling is a popular tradition because of the belief whoever gambled on Diwali night would prosper throughout the year. Many people buy gold on the first day of Diwali, known as Dhanteras -- an act they believe will bring them good luck. 
Setting off firecrackers is a cherished tradition, as is exchanging sweets and gifts among friends and family. Diwali celebrations typically feature rangoli, which are geometric, floral patterns drawn on the floor using colorful powders. This year, several northern Indian states, including the capital New Delhi, are instituting partial or total fireworks bans to combat rising pollution levels during Diwali. 
What are the Diwali stories from other faiths?
Buddhists, Jains and Sikhs have their own Diwali stories:
--Jains observe Diwali as the day the Lord Mahavira, the last of the great teachers, attained nirvana, which is liberation from the cycle of birth, death and rebirth.
--Sikhs celebrate Bandi Chhor Divas -- a day that overlaps with Diwali -- to commemorate the release of Guru Hargobind, a revered figure in the faith, who had been imprisoned for 12 years by the Mughal emperor Jahangir.
--Buddhists observe the day as one when the Hindu Emperor Ashoka, who ruled in the third century B.C., converted to Buddhism.

    


New in 2024: Diwali Barbie
This year, Mattel has released its "Barbie Signature Diwali Doll" by designer Anita Dongre who wrote on Instagram that her Barbie represents "the fashion-forward modern women who wears India on her sleeve with pride." 
In contrast to her earliest iteration in 1996 who was clad in a bright pink sari or the 2012 avatar who was packaged with a "monkey friend," Diwali Barbie is fashionably dressed in a lehnga, an ankle length embroidered skirt with motifs from Dongre's home state of Rajasthan, a cropped blouse and vest. 
This doll, priced at $40, sold out on day one on Mattel's website.
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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            Millions of Indians began celebrating the annual Hindu festival of lights, Diwali, by symbolically lighting a record 2.51 million earthen oil lamps at dusk on Wednesday on the banks of the Saryu River.
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            A record 2.51 million earthen oil lamps are lit along the Saryu river during Deepotsav celebrations on the eve of Diwali, creating a new Guinness World Record, in Ayodhya, India, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            A record 2.51 million earthen oil lamps are lit along the Saryu river during Deepotsav celebrations on the eve of Diwali, creating a new Guinness World Record, in Ayodhya, India, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            Fire crackers and smoke fill the city skyline as a part of Diwali celebrations at Shivaji Park in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024.(AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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            Women shop on the eve of Diwali, the Hindu festival of lights, in Jammu, India, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024.Diwali is one of Hinduism's most important festivals, dedicated to the worship of the goddess of wealth Lakshmi. (AP Photo/Channi Anand)
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            Women shop on the eve of Diwali, the Hindu festival of lights, in Jammu, India, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024.Diwali is one of Hinduism's most important festivals, dedicated to the worship of the goddess of wealth Lakshmi. (AP Photo/Channi Anand)
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            A boy sells artificial decorative flowers of a crowded market on the eve of Diwali, the Hindu festival of lights, in Jammu, India, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024.Diwali is one of Hinduism's most important festivals, dedicated to the worship of the goddess of wealth Lakshmi. (AP Photo/Channi Anand)
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            People crowd a market area on the eve of Diwali, the Hindu festival of lights, in Jammu, India, Wednesday, Oct.30,2024. Diwali is one of Hinduism's most important festivals, dedicated to the worship of the goddess of wealth Lakshmi. (AP Photo/Channi Anand)
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            People crowd a market area on the eve of Diwali, the Hindu festival of lights, in Jammu, India, Wednesday, Oct.30,2024. Diwali is one of Hinduism's most important festivals, dedicated to the worship of the goddess of wealth Lakshmi. (AP Photo/Channi Anand)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 20 | 
            Vendor display artificial decorative flowers and wait for customers on the eve of the Diwali festival in Jammu, India, Wednesday, Oct.30,2024. Diwali is one of Hinduism's most important festivals, dedicated to the worship of the goddess of wealth Lakshmi. (AP Photo/Channi Anand)
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            People shops on the eve of Diwali, the Hindu festival of lights, in Jammu, India, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024.Diwali is one of Hinduism's most important festivals, dedicated to the worship of the goddess of wealth Lakshmi. (AP Photo/Channi Anand)
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            A woman sells artificial decorative flowers in market on the eve of the Diwali festival in Jammu, India, Wednesday, Oct.30,2024. Diwali is one of Hinduism's most important festivals, dedicated to the worship of the goddess of wealth Lakshmi. (AP Photo/Channi Anand)
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            Fire crackers and smoke fill the city skyline as a part of Diwali celebrations at Shivaji Park in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024.(AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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            Fire crackers and smoke fill the city skyline as a part of Diwali celebrations at Shivaji Park in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024.(AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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            Yogi Adityanath, Chief Minister of the northern Indian state of Uttar Pradesh, offers prayers in front of actors playing Hindu god Rama, his wife Sita, and his brothers during Deepotsav celebrations on the eve of Diwali, in Ayodhya, India, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            Commuters move on an illuminated road at the Hindu festival of lights Diwali in Ahmedabad, India, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)
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            Commuters move on an illuminated road ahead of the Hindu festival of lights Diwali in Ahmedabad, India, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)
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            Girls takes selfie on an illuminated road on the Hindu festival of lights Diwali in Ahmedabad, India, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)
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        Indians celebrate Diwali by lighting a record number of clay lamps
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                                    Millions of Indians began celebrating the annual Hindu festival of lights, Diwali, by symbolically lighting a record 2.51 million earthen oil lamps at dusk on Wednesday on the banks of the Saryu River.
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            A record 2.51 million earthen oil lamps are lit along the Saryu river during Deepotsav celebrations on the eve of Diwali, creating a new Guinness World Record, in Ayodhya, India, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            Fire crackers and smoke fill the city skyline as a part of Diwali celebrations at Shivaji Park in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024.(AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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            Women shop on the eve of Diwali, the Hindu festival of lights, in Jammu, India, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024.Diwali is one of Hinduism's most important festivals, dedicated to the worship of the goddess of wealth Lakshmi. (AP Photo/Channi Anand)
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            Women shop on the eve of Diwali, the Hindu festival of lights, in Jammu, India, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024.Diwali is one of Hinduism's most important festivals, dedicated to the worship of the goddess of wealth Lakshmi. (AP Photo/Channi Anand)
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                                    Women shop on the eve of Diwali, the Hindu festival of lights, in Jammu, India, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024.Diwali is one of Hinduism's most important festivals, dedicated to the worship of the goddess of wealth Lakshmi. (AP Photo/Channi Anand)
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            A boy sells artificial decorative flowers of a crowded market on the eve of Diwali, the Hindu festival of lights, in Jammu, India, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024.Diwali is one of Hinduism's most important festivals, dedicated to the worship of the goddess of wealth Lakshmi. (AP Photo/Channi Anand)
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            People crowd a market area on the eve of Diwali, the Hindu festival of lights, in Jammu, India, Wednesday, Oct.30,2024. Diwali is one of Hinduism's most important festivals, dedicated to the worship of the goddess of wealth Lakshmi. (AP Photo/Channi Anand)
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            People crowd a market area on the eve of Diwali, the Hindu festival of lights, in Jammu, India, Wednesday, Oct.30,2024. Diwali is one of Hinduism's most important festivals, dedicated to the worship of the goddess of wealth Lakshmi. (AP Photo/Channi Anand)
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                                    People crowd a market area on the eve of Diwali, the Hindu festival of lights, in Jammu, India, Wednesday, Oct.30,2024. Diwali is one of Hinduism's most important festivals, dedicated to the worship of the goddess of wealth Lakshmi. (AP Photo/Channi Anand)
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            Vendor display artificial decorative flowers and wait for customers on the eve of the Diwali festival in Jammu, India, Wednesday, Oct.30,2024. Diwali is one of Hinduism's most important festivals, dedicated to the worship of the goddess of wealth Lakshmi. (AP Photo/Channi Anand)
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            People shop on the eve of Diwali, the Hindu festival of lights, in Jammu, India, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024.Diwali is one of Hinduism's most important festivals, dedicated to the worship of the goddess of wealth Lakshmi. (AP Photo/Channi Anand)
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                                    People shop on the eve of Diwali, the Hindu festival of lights, in Jammu, India, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024.Diwali is one of Hinduism's most important festivals, dedicated to the worship of the goddess of wealth Lakshmi. (AP Photo/Channi Anand)
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            People shops on the eve of Diwali, the Hindu festival of lights, in Jammu, India, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024.Diwali is one of Hinduism's most important festivals, dedicated to the worship of the goddess of wealth Lakshmi. (AP Photo/Channi Anand)
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                                    People shops on the eve of Diwali, the Hindu festival of lights, in Jammu, India, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024.Diwali is one of Hinduism's most important festivals, dedicated to the worship of the goddess of wealth Lakshmi. (AP Photo/Channi Anand)
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            People shop on the eve of Diwali, the Hindu festival of lights, in Jammu, India, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024.Diwali is one of Hinduism's most important festivals, dedicated to the worship of the goddess of wealth Lakshmi. (AP Photo/Channi Anand)
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            A woman sells artificial decorative flowers in market on the eve of the Diwali festival in Jammu, India, Wednesday, Oct.30,2024. Diwali is one of Hinduism's most important festivals, dedicated to the worship of the goddess of wealth Lakshmi. (AP Photo/Channi Anand)
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            Fire crackers and smoke fill the city skyline as a part of Diwali celebrations at Shivaji Park in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024.(AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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            Fire crackers and smoke fill the city skyline as a part of Diwali celebrations at Shivaji Park in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024.(AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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                                    Fire crackers and smoke fill the city skyline as a part of Diwali celebrations at Shivaji Park in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024.(AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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            Yogi Adityanath, Chief Minister of the northern Indian state of Uttar Pradesh, offers prayers in front of actors playing Hindu god Rama, his wife Sita, and his brothers during Deepotsav celebrations on the eve of Diwali, in Ayodhya, India, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            Commuters move on an illuminated road at the Hindu festival of lights Diwali in Ahmedabad, India, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    18 of 20

                                    
                                    Commuters move on an illuminated road at the Hindu festival of lights Diwali in Ahmedabad, India, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)
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            Commuters move on an illuminated road ahead of the Hindu festival of lights Diwali in Ahmedabad, India, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)
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                                    Commuters move on an illuminated road ahead of the Hindu festival of lights Diwali in Ahmedabad, India, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)
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            Girls takes selfie on an illuminated road on the Hindu festival of lights Diwali in Ahmedabad, India, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)
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                                    Girls takes selfie on an illuminated road on the Hindu festival of lights Diwali in Ahmedabad, India, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)
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                                        LUCKNOW, India (AP) -- Millions of Indians began celebrating the annual Hindu festival of lights, Diwali, by symbolically lighting a record 2.51 million clay oil lamps at dusk on Wednesday on the banks of the river Saryu in a northern Indian city they believe to be the birthplace of the deity Lord Ram. 
Diwali is the most important festival of the year in India, particularly for the Hindu majority. It is celebrated by socializing and exchanging gifts with loved ones. Many light candles and oil lamps made from clay. Fireworks are set off. In the evening, a special prayer is dedicated to the Hindu goddess Lakshmi, who is believed to bring luck and prosperity. 
A Guinness World Records team presented a certificate to Uttar Pradesh state Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath acknowledging the unprecedented number of oil lamps, exceeding last year's 2.2 million. Drone cameras closely monitored the event.

    


The celebrations took place within the northern city of Ayodhya, where Prime Minister Narendra Modi nine months ago opened a controversial Hindu temple built on the ruins of a historic mosque following a Supreme Court decision, seen as a political win for the populist leader. The establishment of the temple dedicated to Lord Ram fulfilled a long-standing demand by millions of Hindus.




On Wednesday, thousands of volunteers lit lamps, called "diyas," along riverbanks, lanes, fronts and roofs of homes. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"More than 30,000 volunteers, primarily college students, worked meticulously to maintain the systematic pattern of burning lamps for the prescribed time," said Dr. Pratibha Goyal, vice chancellor of Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia Avadh University, who coordinated the massive effort. 
The lamps lit along 55 riverfront steps of the river Saryu created a captivating display along 1.5 kilometers (one mile). As the lamps remained lit for over five minutes, government spokesperson Shishir Singh said Ayodhya achieved its seventh consecutive world record for the largest display.

    


Singh said that around 91,000 liters (about 24,000 gallons) of mustard oil was used to light the lamps.
The event transformed Ayodhya into a city of lights amid devotional bhajan singing. A laser show depicting scenes from the epic Ramayana added to the experience, and an eco-friendly fireworks show lit the skyline. Traditional decorations, including elaborate arches and grand gateways along the main highways, captured the festive atmosphere as folk cultural performances drew pilgrims to the streets.
The festival also featured a praying ceremony performed by 1,100 priests along riverbanks. 
Security was tightened across the city. Paramilitary commandos, bomb detectors, dog squads, face-recognition technology, and real-time monitoring drones were deployed, police officer Rajkaran Nayyar said.

Major Hindu festivals like Dussehra and Diwali are associated with mythological tales of Lord Ram extolling the virtues of truth, sacrifice, and ethical governance. 
Diwali's main celebrations are held across the country on Thursday.
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- For the millions of Americans on the radar of the Kamala Harris and Donald Trump campaigns and those of their allies, the apocalypse is only a text message away.
The very future of the republic is at stake, some of the texts say and many others imply. But you -- yes, YOU, Sally, Jose or insert-your-first-name here -- can save it. For as little as $7.
Texting is a cheap and easy way to reach potential voters and donors, without all the rules meant to keep traditional paid broadcast advertising a bit honest. Both sides are working the texting pipeline aggressively. In the last days of the campaign, the pinging of phones can be relentless.
"All day, every day," Robyn Beyah said of the torrent as she stood in line to get into a Kamala Harris rally outside Atlanta last week. "They have my number. We're practically besties."

    


Beyah is cool with that. She considers the text bombing "harmless" because it's for a candidate she believes in. She even invites the Harris campaign to "harass me with text messages." Not all voters are so charitable.
"To be honest with you, at this point, I've tuned it out of my brain," said Ebenezer Eyasu of Stone Mountain, Georgia, standing in the same Harris rally line. He said the dozen or so texts he gets each day have become "background noise."




Sarah Wiggins, a 26-year-old graphic designer from Kennesaw, Georgia, who supports Harris, prefers face to face persuasion. "I feel like it's all about people around you," she said. "Word of mouth is underrated." As for the texts, "I just delete, to be honest. I don't want to read it."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Many Trump supporters also get pestered. Several at his rally in Tempe, Arizona, last week professed low-grade aggravation about that.
"They're more of an annoyance than anything else," said Morse Lawrence, 57, a physician assistant from Mesa, Arizona. "I get bombarded by text messages outside of political things as well. People wanting to buy my house, people wanting to sell me insurance, it's all of it."

    


He figures it's an effective marketing strategy for campaigns even if the great majority of recipients don't bite. "You go fishing and you catch two fish, you've got a meal for the day."
Jennifer Warnke, 57, of St. John's, Arizona, also at the Trump rally, expressed mixed feelings about what's happening on her phone.
"They're at least reaching out, because for years nobody ever called me," she said. "I've been a registered Republican all my life and nobody ever called."
She added: "It's annoying, but it's almost over."
The campaigns spin a fantasy
Trump's campaign, although uniquely fixated on selling hats via text, shares certain traits with the Democrats. 
Both sides traffic in dire warnings should the other side win. Both cook up phony deadlines to get you to hurry up with your money. Both play on the fantasy that luminaries -- whether Harris, Trump, George Clooney, Nancy Pelosi or Donald Trump Jr. -- are texting you personally, instead of the machinery that really is.
Texts under the name of Trump Jr. come with a twist, if a transparent one: "Please don't give $5 to help dad before his critical deadline. I'm serious. Don't. ... Let me explain."

    


The explanation is a link to a page asking for lots more than $5. You can choose $20.24 if you are a basic Trump supporter in 2024 or $47 if you think the 45th president was the greatest ever and want to make him the 47th.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Elections, explained: We answer your election questions.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Trump himself seems to be heavily into merch. "I'm shipping you a Gold MAGA Hat!" say texts in his name. "Should I sign it?"
Tap through and you see the MAGA hat with gold lettering will cost you $50. But there's more.
"Here's my offer to you," the digital Trump says. "If you place your order before the midnight deadline, I may add my signature and a quick personal note right on the brim!" May -- or may not.
Thirteen days from Election Day, as she prepared to take the stage for a CNN town hall, Harris took a moment to confide in a Virginian she doesn't know at all. At least that's the scene sketched by a text in her name.
"Hi Chris, it's Kamala Harris," says the message. "It would mean the world to me if you added another donation to our campaign before my town hall on CNN tonight. Donald Trump and his allies are currently outspending us across the battleground states." 
A donation of $40 is suggested. No hat is offered. Despite the message's angst over cash, Harris' campaign and affiliated Democratic groups have raised over $1 billion in mere months and kept a large financial advantage over Trump in the campaign's last leg.

    


The pings keep coming
Ping: "It's Elizabeth Warren. "
Ping: "From Trump: I JUST LEFT MCDONALD'S."
Ping: "We've asked NINE TIMES if you support Kamala Harris ... but you never completed the poll."
Ping: "I just got off the debate stage." -- signed by Harris running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz.
Ping: "This is a BIG F#@%ING DEAL." -- in the name of Democratic strategist James Carville.

    


Ping: "It's Nancy Pelosi. I need you to see this."
Ping: "But you haven't stepped up to defend our Senate majority!?! Rush $7 now." 
Ping: "I have a McGift for you! It's President Trump. Want to take a look?"
Are they legit?
Despite the sucker-born-every-minute undertone of some of the presidential campaign texts, experts say you can be reasonably confident that donations to the official candidate campaigns or the main party organizations will be used for your intended purpose.
But many more groups are pitching for your election-season cash, not all of them are legit and sorting that out takes work. Some voter-mobilization groups that claim to be funded by the left, for example, may be mischief-makers from the right, or just out to collect personal information on you.
This month, the League of Women Voters of Wisconsin wrote to the U.S. and state attorneys general to report that thousands of fraudulent text messages from an anonymous source were sent to young people threatening $10,000 fines or prison time if they vote in a state where they are not eligible to cast ballots.
The scam was meant to intimidate students from out of state who are legally entitled to vote in Wisconsin if they are attending college there, or to vote back at home instead, the letter said.
Last weekend, thousands of Pennsylvania voters received a text message that falsely claimed they had already voted in the election, The Philadelphia Inquirer reported Monday. It was from AllVote, which election officials have repeatedly flagged as a scam, the paper said. The group said the false claim was the result of a typo.
Experts say to read the fine print at the bottom of any fundraising link you open. It must outline the name of the group and where the money will go.
From there, people can go to sites such as OpenSecrets or the Federal Election Commission to see breakdowns of revenue and spending by groups that are registered political action committees. High overhead and low or no spending on ads or canvassing are red flags.
For all those traps, Beverly Payne of Cumming, Georgia, who has already voted for Harris and volunteers for her, welcomes the pings.

"I get texts every 30 minutes and I answer every single one of them," Payne said. One favorite was about an ice cream flavor rolled out for Harris by Ben & Jerry's, Kamala's Coconut Jubilee layered with caramel and topped with red, white and blue star sprinkles. "I had to donate to that," she said.
"It's our culture now, we're all addicted," Payne said of texts and Harris' use of them. "Maybe that's why she has a billion dollars."
___
Amy reported from Atlanta, Cooper from Tempe, Arizona. Associated Press writer Brian Slodysko contributed to this report.
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            An Iranian woman walks past a satirised image of the U.S. flag on the wall of former U.S. embassy, in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            A U.S. flag is placed under a flagpole at the former U.S. Embassy, which has been turned into an anti-American museum, in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            Two men carry a banner of the late Iranian revolutionary founder Ayatollah Khomeini at the entrance of the former U.S. Embassy, which has been turned into an anti-American museum, in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            Two men carry a banner of slain deputy head of Hezbollah's Central Council Nabil Kaouk, who was killed in an airstrike by Israel in late September, at the entrance of the former U.S. Embassy, which has been turned into an anti-American museum, in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            An anti-American poster is seen at the former U.S. Embassy, which has been turned into an anti-American museum, in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            Two men carry a banner of the late Hezbollah leader Sheik Abbas al-Mousawi, who was killed by an Israeli airstrike in 1992, next to a satirised image of the Statue of Liberty and the U.S. flag at the former U.S. Embassy, which has been turned into an anti-American museum, in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            The office of ambassador is seen at the former U.S. Embassy, which has been turned into an anti-American museum, in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            A room is seen at the former U.S. Embassy, which has been turned into an anti-American museum, in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            An artificial skull is placed into the exterior wall of the former U.S. Embassy, which has been turned into an anti-American museum, in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            Artificial skulls and bones are placed into the exterior wall of the former U.S. Embassy, which has been turned into an anti-American museum, in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            Artificial skulls and bones are placed into the exterior wall of the former U.S. Embassy, which has been turned into an anti-American museum, in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            An Iranian woman walks past a satirised image of the U.S. flag on the wall of former U.S. embassy, in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            An Iranian woman walks past a satirised image of the U.S. flag on the wall of former U.S. embassy, in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            A U.S. flag is placed under a flagpole at the former U.S. Embassy, which has been turned into an anti-American museum, in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            The entrance to the former U.S. Embassy, which has been turned into an anti-American museum, is seen with a satirised image of the Statue of Liberty and the U.S. flag in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            The entrance to the former U.S. Embassy, which has been turned into an anti-American museum, is seen with a satirised image of the Statue of Liberty and the U.S. flag in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            Two men carry a banner of the late Iranian revolutionary founder Ayatollah Khomeini at the entrance of the former U.S. Embassy, which has been turned into an anti-American museum, in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            Two men carry a banner of slain deputy head of Hezbollah's Central Council Nabil Kaouk, who was killed in an airstrike by Israel in late September, at the entrance of the former U.S. Embassy, which has been turned into an anti-American museum, in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            An anti-American poster is seen at the former U.S. Embassy, which has been turned into an anti-American museum, in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            Two men carry a banner of the late Hezbollah leader Sheik Abbas al-Mousawi, who was killed by an Israeli airstrike in 1992, next to a satirised image of the Statue of Liberty and the U.S. flag at the former U.S. Embassy, which has been turned into an anti-American museum, in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            The office of ambassador is seen at the former U.S. Embassy, which has been turned into an anti-American museum, in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            A room is seen at the former U.S. Embassy, which has been turned into an anti-American museum, in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            An artificial skull is placed into the exterior wall of the former U.S. Embassy, which has been turned into an anti-American museum, in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            Artificial skulls and bones are placed into the exterior wall of the former U.S. Embassy, which has been turned into an anti-American museum, in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            Artificial skulls and bones are placed into the exterior wall of the former U.S. Embassy, which has been turned into an anti-American museum, in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            An Iranian woman walks past a satirised image of the U.S. flag on the wall of former U.S. embassy, in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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                                        TEHRAN, Iran (AP) -- America's presidential election next week comes just after Iran marks the 45th anniversary of the 1979 U.S. Embassy hostage crisis -- and for many, tensions between Tehran and Washington feel just as high as they did then. 
Iran remains locked in the Mideast wars roiling the region, with its allies -- militant groups and fighters of its self-described "Axis of Resistance" -- battered as Israel presses its war in the Gaza Strip targeting Hamas and its invasion of Lebanon amid devastating attacks against Hezbollah. At the same time, Iran still appears to be assessing damage from Israel's strikes on the Islamic Republic last Saturday in response to two Iranian ballistic missile attacks. 
Iran's currency, the rial, hovers near record lows against the dollar, battered by international sanctions over Tehran's nuclear program of enriching uranium closer than ever to weapons-grade levels. 

    


In public spaces, women still openly defy Iran's mandatory law on the headscarf, or hijab, a result of the mass demonstrations over the 2022 death of Mahsa Amini that still haunts the country.
That has left a feel of fatalism among some on the streets of the capital, Tehran, as Americans cast ballots for either Vice President Kamala Harris or former President Donald Trump. Many are split on which candidate would be better for their country -- if at all. 
"All U.S presidents elected after the (1979) revolution had the same views about Iran and I think that's unlikely to change," said Sadegh Rabbani, 65. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Harris and Trump have offered hard-line views on Iran, making Iranians wary
Both candidates have either undertaken or expressed tough stances on Iran. 
In 2018, Trump unilaterally pulled America out of Tehran's nuclear deal with world powers, setting off years of attacks across the Middle East even before Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023, attack on Israel. Trump has been briefed on Iranian plots to retaliate against him, as well over his decision to launch a 2020 drone strike that killed Iran's top general, Qassem Soleimani, in Baghdad.

    


Harris, meanwhile, vowed at the September presidential debate that she would always "give Israel the ability to defend itself, in particular as it relates to Iran and any threat that Iran and its proxies pose to Israel." 
For its part, the Biden administration did try indirect negotiations with Iran over its nuclear program that produced no tangible results, though it did reach one prisoner swap deal that saw five Americans detained for years in Iran walk free in September 2023. 
In an outdoor coffeeshop in downtown Tehran, popular among the youth, 22-year-old Zahra Rezaei said she preferred a Harris win. 
"We saw Trump in the past and he just ran an anti-Iran policy," Rezaei told The Associated Press. "It is time for a woman ... I think she (Harris) will better since she is not after war."
 Ebrahim Shiri, a 28-year-old postgraduate political sciences student, agreed. 
"I think Harris knows the world better," he said. "She and (Joe) Biden convinced Israel not to attack Iran's nuclear facilities. This mean moving toward peace." 
Others believe Trump, with his promises of dealmaking, might be a better fit.

    


"I do not know what the American people think, but Trump is able to get a quick deal with Iran," said Mohammad Ali Raoufi, 43, who runs a double-glazed window workshop. "The Biden administration including Harris failed to reach any (deal) with Iran over the past years when they were in power."
Reza Ghaemi, a 31-year-old taxi driver, also suggested Trump may lessen tensions in the region since he pushed to withdraw U.S. troops from the Mideast during his term in office.
Iran's government wants sanctions gone and hopes for another nuclear deal
Many declined to speak to the AP on camera -- Iran has only state-run television and radio stations, so people are suspicious of reporters with video cameras working openly on the street. 
A woman walking by immediately tightened her previously loose headscarf after seeing the camera. However, one woman spoke on camera as her hijab fell off and another didn't wear it all -- a sign of how much Iran has changed since Amini's death.
Those who did speak to the AP mostly expressed worries about a direct United States-Iran war -- especially if Trump wins. 

    


While saying he wants Trump to win "for my own reasons," 53-year-old Ahmad Moradi claimed that would make a U.S.-Iran war "100%" sure to happen.
A woman who only gave her name as Mahnaz, fearing repercussions for speaking openly, suggested that Harris, as a woman, couldn't reach any deals with Iran because "men can talk to men."
"I think if Trump is elected, it will be much harder for our kids. Of course it doesn't matter which one is elected, it's already tough for us," said Fariba Oodi.
"We the Iranian people are trapped in some political game. And our kids are paying a price for that," she added. "But I still think if it's Trump, it will be more difficult, especially for my son who is a student and plans to apply" to study in America. 

    


Iran's reformist President Masoud Pezeshkian, elected after a helicopter crash killed hard-line President Ebrahim Raisi in May, came to power on a promise to reach a deal to ease Western sanctions.
Iranian officials maintain that separating nuclear negotiations from Mideast wars is possible, even as the U.S. has accused Iran of meddling in the November election, which Tehran denies.
Fatemeh Mohajerani, a spokeswoman for Pezeshkian's administration, said Tehran wants to see a change in U.S. policies and a respect for the "national sovereignty of other countries." It also wants Washington to "avoid tension-making activities as we witnessed in recent years," she said.
Analysts, however, see a difficult road ahead for any possible U.S.-Iran talks, no matter who wins next Tuesday. 
"The talks will be a war of attrition," Ali Soufi told the pro-reform Shargh newspaper. Saeed Nourmohammadi, another analyst, suggested such talks "are unlikely to be fruitful." 
But ultimately, any decision rests with Iran's 85-year-old Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. 

"You know, Khamenei has seen eight U.S. presidents" come and go, said Abbas Ghasemi, a 67-year-old retired teacher "He knows how to deal with the next one."
___
Associated Press writer Jon Gambrell in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/iran-us-election-mideast-wars-israel-nuclear-deal-2d749543470a5cd7df6c6ece863b4732
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            The head of the U.N. agency caring for Palestinian refugees said Wednesday that newly passed Israeli laws effectively banning its activities in Israel will leave a vacuum that will cost more lives and create further instability in Gaza and the West Bank. (AP video by Baraa Anwer)
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            FILE - Commissioner-General of the U.N. agency for Palestinian Refugees Philippe Lazzarini speaks during a news conference in Beirut, Lebanon, May 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians look at the destruction after an Israeli strike on a school run by UNRWA, the U.N. agency helping Palestinian refugees, in Nuseirat, Gaza Strip, May 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana, File)
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                                        RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP) -- The head of the U.N. agency caring for Palestinian refugees said Wednesday that newly passed Israeli laws effectively banning its activities in Israel will leave a vacuum that will cost more lives and create further instability in Gaza and the West Bank.
Philippe Lazzarini, the commissioner-general of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency, or UNRWA, told The Associated Press in an exclusive interview -- the first since the laws were passed -- that the legislation is "ultimately against the Palestinians themselves," effectively denying them a functioning provider of lifesaving services, education and health care.
UNRWA has been the main agency procuring and distributing aid in the Gaza Strip, where almost the entire population of around 2.3 million Palestinians relies on the agency for survival amid Israel's nearly 13-month-old war with the militant Hamas group. 

    


Tens of thousands of displaced Palestinians are sheltering in UNRWA-run schools. Other aid groups say the agency's strong, decades-old infrastructure across Gaza is irreplaceable. So far, Israel has put forward no plan for getting food, medicine and other supplies to Gaza's population in UNRWA's absence. 




Israel alleges that Hamas and other militants have infiltrated UNRWA, using its facilities and taking aid -- claims for which it has provided little evidence. The laws, passed by parliament this week, sever all ties with UNRWA and ban its operations in Israel. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
And since the agency's operations in Gaza and the West Bank must go through Israeli authorities, the laws threaten to close its activities there as well. The laws are expected to come into effect in three months. 
If the Israeli decision is implemented "this would be a total disaster, it is like throwing (out) the baby with the water," Lazzarini told the AP, speaking in the Saudi capital, Riyadh, where he is attending a conference to discuss the Mideast conflict.

    


"This would create a vacuum. It would also feed more instability in the West Bank and Gaza," he said. "Having UNRWA ending its activities within the three months would also mean more people will die in Gaza." 
He said the agency is looking for "creative ways to keep our operation going." He appealed for support from the U.N. General Assembly and donors to keep providing services and called on Israel to rescind the decision or extend the three-month grace period. He said Israel has not officially communicated with the agency following the adoption of the laws.
For decades, UNRWA has operated networks of schools, medical facilities and other services around Gaza and the West Bank -- as well as in neighboring Lebanon, Syria and Jordan. In Gaza especially, it plays a major role in maintaining social services and the economy, as the territory's largest single employer and the source of education and health care for much of the population.
The laws threaten to shut down all those operations, impacting the education and welfare of hundreds of thousands of children well into the future, he said. 

    


"We have today 1 in 2 persons in Gaza below the age of 18, among them 650,000 girls and boys living in the rubble, deeply traumatized at the age of primary and secondary school," he said. "Getting rid of UNRWA is also a way to tell these children that you will have no future. We are just sacrificing your education. Education is the only thing which has never, ever been taken away from the Palestinians."
UNRWA was established to help the estimated 700,000 Palestinians who fled or were driven out of what is now Israel during the 1948 war surrounding Israel's creation. It now offers support to the refugees and their descendants, who number some 6 million around the region.
Lazzarini said the Israeli laws are the "culmination of years of attack against the agency." He said "the objective is to strip the Palestinian from refugee status."
International law gives Palestinian refugees and their descendants the right to return to their homes. Israel has refused to allow their return, saying it would end the Jewish majority in the country. Israel has said the refugees should be taken in by their host countries, and officials often argue that UNRWA's services keep Palestinians' hopes for return alive. 

    


In a letter to the U.N, Lazzarini said the Israeli laws and campaign against the agency "will not terminate the refugee status of the Palestinians, which exists independently of UNRWA's services, but will severely harm their lives and future." 
Israel claims hundreds of Palestinian militants work for UNRWA, without providing evidence, and that more than a dozen employees took part in Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023 attack on Israel that ignited the latest war. 
The U.N. has fired nine staffers after internal investigations found they may have participated in the attack. UNRWA has nearly 30,000 staff around the region, including 13,000 in Gaza, most of them Palestinians. Israel also says Hamas fighters operate in UNRWA schools and other facilities in Gaza -- and has hit many of them with airstrikes. 

    


UNRWA denies knowingly aiding armed groups and says it acts quickly to purge any suspected militants from its ranks. 
Lazzarini said Israel has not responded to inquiries from UNRWA for details about other allegations, including that the agency's premises are used by militant groups.. With the continued fighting, the agency has been unable to verify the claims, he said and called for an independent investigation. 
At least 237 UNRWA staff have been killed in the war in Gaza, a toll among U.N. staff not seen in any other conflict. Over 200 UNRWA facilities have been damaged or destroyed, killing more than 560 people sheltering there. 
Lazzarini spoke on the sidelines of the conference by the Global Alliance for a Two-State Solution, a Saudi government-created initiative attended by foreign ministers from Arab, Muslim, African and European countries. 

"If we want to be successful in any future political transition, we need an agency like UNRWA taking care of education and the primary health of the Palestinian refugees" until there is a viable functioning state or administration to do so, he said.
___
El Deeb reported from Beirut.
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            This undated photo provided by Reda Gharib shows a family photo from left to right: Rasha, Nour, Ahmed, Hanan and Maya Gharib who were killed in an Israeli airstrike on their apartment in al-Housh, in the southern Lebanese city of Tyre on Sept. 23, at the start of an escalation in its war against Hezbollah. (Reda Gharib via AP)
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            FILE - Smoke rises from buildings hit in Israeli airstrikes in Tyre, southern Lebanon, Monday, Oct. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammad Zaatari, File)
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            This June 2023 photo provided by Reda Gharib, shows Reda Gharib, right, and his mother, Hanan, who was killed with other family members in an Israeli airstrike on the family's apartment in al-Housh, in the southern Lebanese city of Tyre on Sept. 23, at the start of an escalation in its war against Hezbollah. (Reda Gharib via AP)
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            This December 2022 photo provided by Reda Gharib, shows Reda Gharib, right, and his father, Ahmed, who was killed with other family members in an Israeli airstrike on the family's apartment in al-Housh, in the southern Lebanese city of Tyre on Sept. 23, at the start of an escalation in its war against Hezbollah. (Reda Gharib via AP)
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            FILE - Smoke rises from buildings hit in Israeli airstrikes in Tyre, southern Lebanon, Monday, Oct. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammad Zaatari, File)
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            FILE - Smoke rises from buildings hit in Israeli airstrikes in Tyre, southern Lebanon, Monday, Oct. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammad Zaatari, File)
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            This June 2023 photo provided by Reda Gharib, shows Reda Gharib, right, and his mother, Hanan, who was killed with other family members in an Israeli airstrike on the family's apartment in al-Housh, in the southern Lebanese city of Tyre on Sept. 23, at the start of an escalation in its war against Hezbollah. (Reda Gharib via AP)
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            This December 2022 photo provided by Reda Gharib, shows Reda Gharib, right, and his father, Ahmed, who was killed with other family members in an Israeli airstrike on the family's apartment in al-Housh, in the southern Lebanese city of Tyre on Sept. 23, at the start of an escalation in its war against Hezbollah. (Reda Gharib via AP)
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                                        BEIRUT (AP) -- The family WhatsApp group chat buzzed with constant messages. Israel was escalating its airstrikes on villages and towns in southern Lebanon. Everyone was glued to the news.
Reda Gharib woke up uncharacteristically early that day, Sept. 23. Living a continent away in Senegal, he scrolled through videos and pictures shared by his sisters and aunts of explosions around their neighborhood in Tyre, Lebanon's ancient coastal city.
His aunts decided to leave for Beirut. His father, mother and three sisters had no such plans.
Then his father announced to the group that he had received a call from the Israeli military to evacuate or risk their lives. After that, the chat fell silent. Ten minutes later, Gharib called his father. There was no answer.
The Gharibs' apartment had been directly hit by an Israeli airstrike. The family had no time to get out. Gharib's father, Ahmed, a retired Lebanese army officer, his mother, Hanan, and his three sisters were all killed.

    


"The whole apartment was gone. It is back to bare bones. As if there was nothing there," said Gharib, speaking from the Senegalese capital, Dakar, where he has been living since 2020.




The Israeli military said it struck a Hezbollah site hiding rocket launchers and missiles. 
Gharib said his family had no connection to Hezbollah. The direct hit gutted their apartment, while those above and below suffered only damage, suggesting a specific part of the building was targeted. Gharib said it was his family's home. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The strike was one of more than 1,600 Israel said it carried out on Sept. 23, the first day of an intensified bombardment of Lebanon it has waged for the past month. More than 500 people were killed that day, a casualty figure not observed in Gaza on a single day until the second week, said Emily Tripp, director of London-based Airwars, a conflict monitoring group. 

    


Israel has vowed to cripple Hezbollah to put an end to more than a year of cross-border fire by the Iranian-backed militant group that began the day after Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023, attack triggered the war in Gaza. It says its strikes are targeting Hezbollah's members and infrastructure. But there are also hundreds of civilians among the more than 2,000 people killed in the bombardment over the past month -- often entire families killed in their homes.
Since then, the street where the Gharib family lived -- an area of shops, residential buildings and offices of international agencies in Tyre's al-Housh district -- has been battered with repeated airstrikes and is now deserted.
Gharib, 27, a pilot and entrepreneur, moved to Senegal in search of a better future but always planned to return to Lebanon to start a family.
He was close to his three sisters, the keeper of their secrets and best friend, he said. Growing up, their father was often away, so he and his mother took charge of family affairs. 
The last time he visited his family was in May 2023, when his sister Maya, an engineering student, got engaged. She had planned to marry on Oct. 12. But as tensions with Israel grew in September, Gharib's plans to come home for the wedding were uncertain. She told him she would put it off until he could get there. 

    


After the strike, her fiance, also an army officer, found her body and those of the rest of her family in a hospital morgue in Tyre. 
"She was not destined to have her wedding. We paraded her as a bride to paradise instead," Gharib said. On the day the wedding was to have taken place he posted pictures of his sister, including her wedding dress. 
His sister Racha, 24, was about to graduate as a dentist and planned to open her own clinic. "She loved life," he said. 
His youngest sister, Nour, 20, was studying to be a dietitian and prepping to be a personal trainer. Gharib called her the "laughter of the house."
There is nothing left of his family now except for a few pictures on his phone and on social media posts. 

"I am so hurt. But I know the hurt will be hardest when I come to Lebanon," Gharib said. "Not even a picture of them remains hanging on the walls. Their clothes are not there. Their smell is no longer in the house. The house is totally gone."
"They took my family and the memories of them." 
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            FILE - U.S. President Joe Biden, center, with Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, front second left, European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, front left, Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer, front second right, Poland's President Andrzej Duda, right, and other world leaders pose at the launch of the Joint Declaration of Support for Ukrainian Recovery and Reconstruction, on Sept. 25, 2024, in New York. (Leon Neal/Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            This combination of file photos shows Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, left, speaking during a campaign rally in Kalamazoo, Mich., Oct. 26, 2024, and Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, right, speaking during a campaign rally Oct. 22, 2024, in Greensboro, N.C. (AP Photo)
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            FILE - Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, right, and Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy shake hands during their meeting at Trump Tower, on Sept. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson, File)
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            FILE - Vice President Kamala Harris, right, and Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, shake hands during their meeting on Sept. 26, 2024, in the vice president's ceremonial office inside the Eisenhower Executive Office Building on the White House complex in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 10 | 
            FILE - President Donald Trump listens as NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg speaks during a working lunch with NATO members that have met their financial commitments to the the organization, at The Grove, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2019, in Watford, England. (AP Photo/ Evan Vucci, File)
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            FILE - In this Dec. 4, 2019, photo, from front row left, British Prime Minister Boris Johnson, NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, U.S. President Donald Trump, Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez attend a ceremony event during a NATO leaders meeting at The Grove hotel and resort in Watford, Hertfordshire, England. Three years into the Trump presidency, America's new place in the world is coming into focus, with influence waning from NATO meeting rooms to the Middle East to the capital cities of key allies. And in many ways, that's just fine with the White House.(AP Photo/Francisco Seco)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 10 | 
            FILE - President Joe Biden, 2nd left, Chancellor Olaf Scholz of Germany, 2nd right, President Emmanuel Macron of France, right, and Prime Minister Keir Starmer of the United Kingdom, pose for a family photo as they meet at the Chancellery in Berlin, Germany, on Oct. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis, File)
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            FILE - British Prime Minister Keir Starmer, from left, President Joe Biden, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz and French President Emmanuel Macron speak before attending their Quad meeting at the Chancellery in Berlin, on Oct. 18, 2024. (John Macdougall/Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            FILE - President Joe Biden and German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier inspect the military honour guard during the welcoming ceremony at Bellevue Palace in Berlin, Germany, on Oct. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi, File)
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            FILE - President Joe Biden puts his hand on the shoulder of German Chancellor Olaf Scholz at the Chancellery in Berlin, Germany, on Oct. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)
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            FILE - U.S. President Joe Biden, center, with Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, front second left, European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, front left, Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer, front second right, Poland's President Andrzej Duda, right, and other world leaders pose at the launch of the Joint Declaration of Support for Ukrainian Recovery and Reconstruction, on Sept. 25, 2024, in New York. (Leon Neal/Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            This combination of file photos shows Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, left, speaking during a campaign rally in Kalamazoo, Mich., Oct. 26, 2024, and Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, right, speaking during a campaign rally Oct. 22, 2024, in Greensboro, N.C. (AP Photo)
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            FILE - Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, right, and Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy shake hands during their meeting at Trump Tower, on Sept. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson, File)
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            FILE - Vice President Kamala Harris, right, and Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, shake hands during their meeting on Sept. 26, 2024, in the vice president's ceremonial office inside the Eisenhower Executive Office Building on the White House complex in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)
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            FILE - President Donald Trump listens as NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg speaks during a working lunch with NATO members that have met their financial commitments to the the organization, at The Grove, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2019, in Watford, England. (AP Photo/ Evan Vucci, File)
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            FILE - In this Dec. 4, 2019, photo, from front row left, British Prime Minister Boris Johnson, NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, U.S. President Donald Trump, Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez attend a ceremony event during a NATO leaders meeting at The Grove hotel and resort in Watford, Hertfordshire, England. Three years into the Trump presidency, America's new place in the world is coming into focus, with influence waning from NATO meeting rooms to the Middle East to the capital cities of key allies. And in many ways, that's just fine with the White House.(AP Photo/Francisco Seco)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 10

                                    
                                    FILE - In this Dec. 4, 2019, photo, from front row left, British Prime Minister Boris Johnson, NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, U.S. President Donald Trump, Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez attend a ceremony event during a NATO leaders meeting at The Grove hotel and resort in Watford, Hertfordshire, England. Three years into the Trump presidency, America's new place in the world is coming into focus, with influence waning from NATO meeting rooms to the Middle East to the capital cities of key allies. And in many ways, that's just fine with the White House.(AP Photo/Francisco Seco)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 10 | 
            FILE - President Joe Biden, 2nd left, Chancellor Olaf Scholz of Germany, 2nd right, President Emmanuel Macron of France, right, and Prime Minister Keir Starmer of the United Kingdom, pose for a family photo as they meet at the Chancellery in Berlin, Germany, on Oct. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis, File)
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            FILE - British Prime Minister Keir Starmer, from left, President Joe Biden, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz and French President Emmanuel Macron speak before attending their Quad meeting at the Chancellery in Berlin, on Oct. 18, 2024. (John Macdougall/Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            FILE - President Joe Biden and German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier inspect the military honour guard during the welcoming ceremony at Bellevue Palace in Berlin, Germany, on Oct. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi, File)
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            FILE - President Joe Biden puts his hand on the shoulder of German Chancellor Olaf Scholz at the Chancellery in Berlin, Germany, on Oct. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


BERLIN (AP) -- The United States' European allies are bracing for an America that's less interested in them no matter who wins the presidential election -- and for old traumas and new problems if Donald Trump returns to the White House.
The election comes more than 2 1/2 years into Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine, in which Washington has made the single biggest contribution to Kyiv's defense. There are question marks over whether that would continue under Trump, and how committed he would be to NATO allies in general.
A win by Vice President Kamala Harris could be expected to bring a continuation of current policy, though with Republican opposition and growing war fatigue among the U.S. public there are concerns in Europe that support would wane. 
Trump's appetite for imposing tariffs on U.S. partners also is causing worry in a Europe already struggling with sluggish economic growth. But it's not just the possibility of a second Trump presidency that has the continent anxious about tougher times ahead.

    


European officials believe U.S. priorities lie elsewhere, no matter who wins. The Middle East is top of President Joe Biden's list right now, but the long-term priority is China. 




"The centrality of Europe to U.S. foreign policy is different than it was in Biden's formative years," said Rachel Tausendfreund, a senior research fellow at the German Council on Foreign Relations in Berlin. "And in that way, it is true that Biden is the last trans-Atlantic president."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The U.S. will continue to pivot toward Asia, she said. "That means Europe has to step up. Europe has to become a more capable partner and also become more capable of managing its own security area."
Germany's defense minister, Boris Pistorius, remarked when he signed a new defense pact with NATO ally Britain that the U.S. will focus more on the Indo-Pacific region, "so it is only a question of, will they do much less in Europe because of that or only a little bit less."

    


Ian Lesser, a distinguished fellow at the German Marshall Fund in Brussels, said that "above all, Europe is looking for predictability from Washington," and that's in short supply in a turbulent world in which any administration will face other demands on its attention. "But the potential for disruption is clearly greater in the case of a potential Trump administration."
"There is an assumption of essential continuity" under Harris that's probably well-founded, he said, with many people who have shaped policy under Biden likely to remain. "It's very much the known world, even if the strategic environment produces uncertainties of its own." 
While both the U.S. and Europe have been increasingly focused on competition with Asia, the ongoing war in Europe means "the potential costs of a shift away from European security on the American side are very much higher today than they might have been a few years ago," Lesser said. Europe's ability to deal with that depends on how quickly it happens, he said. 
Europe's lagging defense spending irked U.S. administrations of both parties for years, though NATO members including Germany raised their game after the 2022 invasion of Ukraine. NATO forecasts that 23 of the 32 allies will meet its target of spending 2% or more of gross domestic product on defense this year, compared to only three a decade ago.

    


During his 2017-2021 term, Trump threatened to abandon " delinquent " countries if they weren't paying their "bills." In campaigning this time, he suggested that Russia could do what it wants with them.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Elections, explained: We answer your election questions.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


His bluster has undermined trust and worried countries nearest to an increasingly unpredictable Russia, like Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and Poland.
Europeans see the war in Ukraine as an existential challenge in a way the United States eventually may not, even with some signs of war fatigue emerging in Europe itself.
If Trump wins, "there's every indication that he has no interest in continuing to support Ukraine in this war" and will push quickly for some kind of cease-fire or peace agreement deal that Kyiv may not like and Europe may not be ready for, Tausendfreund said. "And there is also just no way that Europe can fill the military gap left if the U.S. were to withdraw support."

    


"Even with a Harris administration there is a growing, changing debate -- frankly, on both sides of the Atlantic -- about what comes next in the war in Ukraine, what is the end game," Lesser said.
Biden emphasized the need to stay the course in Ukraine during a brief recent visit to Berlin when he conferred with German, French and British leaders. 
"We cannot let up. We must sustain our support," Biden said. "In my view, we must keep going until Ukraine wins a just and durable peace."
The times he has lived through have taught him that "we should never underestimate the power of democracy, never underestimate the value of alliances," the 81-year-old Biden added.

    


German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier, who bestowed Germany's highest honor on Biden for his service to trans-Atlantic relations, hopes Biden's compatriots are listening.
"In the months to come, I hope that Europeans remember: America is indispensable for us," he said. "And I also hope that Americans remember: Your allies are indispensable for you. We are more than just 'other countries' in the world --we are partners, we are friends."
Whoever wins the White House, the coming years could be bumpy.

"Whatever the outcome next week, half of the country will go away angry," Lesser said, noting there's "every prospect" of divided government in Washington. "Europe is going to face a very chaotic and sometimes dysfunctional America."
___
Associated Press writer Lorne Cook in Brussels contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/europe-transatlantic-relations-election-trump-harris-ukraine-2e98d6bf7982e44faa53590b858c6746
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            Kathy Moran, left, canvases houses Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Cross Plains, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Kathy Moran canvases houses Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Cross Plains, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Kathy Moran canvases houses Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Cross Plains, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


CROSS PLAINS, Wis. (AP) -- At this stage of the election, the arguments have been made, the airwaves flooded with ads, the inboxes and doorsteps stuffed with flyers. What's left is to get out the vote.
It's a crucial step that can make or break campaigns, turning Americans into voters by nudging them to the polls -- or the mailbox or ballot drop-box -- with their choices.
Democrats this year are relying on a traditional strategy of targeted phone calls, text messages and door-knocking, from the party and its allies, to encourage turnout for Vice President Kamala Harris. Former President Donald Trump has outsourced much of the Republican operation  to groups such as America PAC, the organization supported by billionaire Elon Musk, which has taken the unorthodox and possibly illegal step of giving away $1 million a day in prize money.
Now the two sides are going head-to-head to get their voters out in battleground states:




WISCONSIN
Kathy Moran never thought she'd be standing on the street at sunset, political flyers in a bag slung over her shoulder, trudging door to door trying to persuade people to vote.
But Moran, a 64-year-old retired employment attorney, said on a crisp late October night that she couldn't sit on the sidelines any longer.
"With the overturning of Roe v. Wade, which I couldn't imagine, I just had to get involved," she said while canvassing the streets of Cross Plains, a village of about 4,000 people on the outskirts of Wisconsin's liberal capital city of Madison.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
It's volunteers like Moran who Democrats hope will make the difference in swing states like Wisconsin, where four of the past six presidential elections have been decided by 21,000 votes or less.
The Democrats' approach to getting out the vote is clear: they are tapping a vast network of activists, volunteers, Democratic Party faithful and others to spread out across the country to ensure their voters go to the polls.

    


What America PAC is doing for Trump is less clear.
America PAC is targeting infrequent voters in Wisconsin by canvassing neighborhoods and sending mailings and digital and text ads, said the organization's spokesperson, Andrew Romeo.
However, America PAC refused a request from The Associated Press to observe the work in person.
Republicans have privately expressed concerns about whether America PAC is doing enough to get out the vote for Trump in crucial battleground states. Whatever their methods, more Republicans are voting early than in past elections, another sign of high enthusiasm. 
"A get-out-the-vote operation can't turn a jump ball into a landslide," said Wisconsin Democratic Party Chairman Ben Wikler. "But it can absolutely turn a 50-50 race into a 49.5-50.5 race."
Moran said she logs between 8,000 and 14,000 steps on a typical night of canvassing and encounters mostly Harris voters as she knocks on the doors of houses decorated with skeletons, grave markers and a few political signs.
One woman refuses to engage with Moran, saying through the closed glass screen door it's "none of her business." Another man says he's already voted but wouldn't say for whom.

    


Another spots her "Harris/Walz" and ", la" buttons, smiles and says, "I see you're with Harris." He assures her that everyone in his house is voting for her.
Moran enters notes on an app so voters committed to Harris aren't bothered again. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Elections, explained: We answer your election questions.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


GEORGIA
The Harris campaign has more than 40,000 volunteers plus a staff of 220 working out of 32 field offices across the state. The campaign says its volunteers and staff have knocked on more than a million doors, including more than 100,000 last weekend alone, and has made two million phone calls.
"The ground game is very, very busy," said state Sen. Freddie Powell Sims, a Dawson Democrat. "We are knocking on doors everyday, but the communities are huge. There's a lot of ground to cover, but we have extremely diligent volunteers going out and putting their all into this race."
Sims said she's unsure who will win Georgia because she's seen similar on-the-ground enthusiasm from Republicans.

    


The Trump campaign says it has nearly 25,000 volunteers working in Georgia, and has hosted more than 2,000 events there over the last three months.
At one event, eight women in matching pink Trump jackets with '47' emblazoned on the sleeves and personalized etchings of their names marched into a spacious ranch south of Atlanta as part of Team Trump's Women's Tour.
The audience in South Fulton was small, but RNC co-chair Lara Trump and former U.S. Sen. Kelly Loeffler urged supporters to rally their friends to vote for Trump.
Kim Burnette signed up to phone bank with the Trump campaign this year, calling infrequent voters who are registered Republicans.
"A lot of people are saying they're going to vote," Burnette said. "It's looking good."
Candace Duvall drove about 30 miles to the event and showed up decked out in gold Trump merch -- she patched sparkly letters spelling out his name onto her t-shirt and wore earrings that displayed his mug shot. She rushed to the polls on the first day of early voting to vote for Trump, but she's still receiving a flurry of texts, calls, and paper flyers from his campaign.

    


"He's our only chance," Duvall said. "I really think he was chosen by God, and I think this is good vs. evil."
Camilla Moore and Lisa Babbage, chair and vice chair of the Georgia Black Republican Council, also showed up to support the women for Trump.
The pair has been mobilizing Black voters in South Fulton through events over the last few months.
"It has been easier this time than ever before," Moore said.
People are less shy about supporting Trump now than they were in 2020, Moore said. They're more open to conversation as they make the case for the former president.
NORTH CAROLINA
Charles Benson, 68, of Kinston, North Carolina, said he's getting contacted several times a week, mostly by text, about the election and voting.
Benson, who is retired, attended Trump's rally in nearby Greenville in late October, two days after he voted early in person. Still, candidate mailers keep filling his mailbox. 
"I'm ready for it to be over," Benson said. "I'm tired of taking that stuff out of the mail every day."
Emma Macomber, 76, of New Bern, another Trump supporter at the Greenville rally, said she's been contacted regularly, largely through text, being asked for political donations and to make sure that she votes.
Macomber said she's already cast her ballot and has made some contributions. 

"I want it to be over, but I'm scared for it to be over," she said. "Because I don't know what's in the future, and I think everyone's afraid of the unknown."
___
Kramon reported from Atlanta, Robertson from Raleigh, North Carolina, and Mascaro from Washington.
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                    FILE - Cardinal Angelo Becciu talks to journalists during a news conference in Rome, Sept. 25, 2020. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The Vatican tribunal said Wednesday it convicted a cardinal of aggravated fraud and other charges because of his "objectively inexplicable behavior" in paying a self-styled intelligence analyst over a half-million euros in Vatican money that she then spent on luxury items and vacations.
The city-state's tribunal issued 816 pages of written motivations from its Dec. 16 verdicts in the Vatican's "trial of the century." The two-year trial of 10 people was borne out of the Holy See's 350 million euro ($380 million) investment in a London property but grew to include a host of other financial dealings.
Cardinal Angelo Becciu, a once-powerful cardinal who was the No. 3, or "substitute," in the Vatican's secretariat of state, was the most prominent of the nine people convicted. He faces five and a half years in prison after being convicted of embezzlement, fraud and other charges.

    


He and the eight other defendants have announced appeals, as has the Vatican prosecutor. With the tribunal's written explanations now filed -- nearly a year after the convictions were handed down -- both sides can elaborate the basis of their appeals.




The trial focused on the Vatican secretariat of state's participation in a fund to develop a former Harrod's warehouse into luxury apartments. Prosecutors alleged Vatican monsignors and brokers fleeced the Holy See of tens of millions of euros in fees and commissions and then extorted the Holy See for 15 million euros to cede control of the building.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Becciu was convicted of embezzlement stemming from the original Vatican investment of 200 million euros into the fund that invested in the London property. The tribunal determined that canon law prohibited using church assets in such a speculative investment.
Becciu was also convicted of aggravated fraud for his role in paying a self-proclaimed intelligence expert from his native Sardinia, Cecilia Marogna, 575,000 euros in Holy See money. He had said the payments were authorized by Pope Francis as ransom to free a Colombian nun held hostage by al-Qaida-linked militants in Mali.

    


The investigation showed, however, that Becciu essentially double-billed the Vatican, with the same amount of money being sent to a British security firm that actually has expertise in liberating hostages. The nun was subsequently freed, but there is no indication Marogna had anything to do with it, the tribunal noted.
The tribunal, headed by Judge Giuseppe Pignatone, said Becciu never provided a reasonable explanation for why he paid Marogna the same amount of money, or why he never asked her for any updates on her alleged efforts to liberate the nun.
Even when told by Vatican gendarmes that Marogna had instead spent the Vatican's money on luxury vacations and purchases at Prada, Becciu didn't file a complaint with prosecutors or keep his distance from Marogna. Instead, they continued to communicate via a family friend.
"An objectively inexplicable behavior, all the more for someone in a position of the defendant, a cardinal prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints and for seven years the substitute in the secretariat of state, who for a long period enjoyed the full trust of the pope," the tribunal wrote. "A behavior, moreover, that the defendant has never explained in any way."

    


Marogna, for her part, was tried in absentia and provided contradictory and inconclusive explanations in her written defense, the tribunal said. She too was convicted and sentenced to three years and nine months in prison.
The bulk of the written motivations were devoted to deciphering the complicated transactions at the heart of the London deal. The text also repeated the tribunal's previous rejection of defense arguments that the trial itself was fundamentally unfair.
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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            Donald Trump thanked former NFL star Brett Favre on Wednesday at a rally in Green Bay, Wisconsin, where the former Packers quarterback endorsed the Republican presidential nominee a week before Election Day. (AP video shot by: Mark Vancleave)
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            Donald Trump got into a white garbage truck decked out with American flags and his campaign logo, hoping to draw attention to Biden's comment that seemed to compare Trump supporters to "garbage."
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally at the Resch Center, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Green Bay, Wis. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump waves after speaking at a campaign rally at Resch Center, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Green Bay, Wis. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Former Green Bay Packers quarterback Brett Favre speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at the Resch Center, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Green Bay, Wis. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump talks to reporters as he sits in a garbage truck Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Green Bay, Wis. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a campaign rally at Resch Center, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Green Bay, Wis. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump arrives to speak at a campaign rally at Rocky Mount Event Center, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Rocky Mount, N.C. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a campaign rally at Rocky Mount Event Center, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Rocky Mount, N.C. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump arrives to speak at a campaign rally at Rocky Mount Event Center, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Rocky Mount, N.C. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump arrives to speak at a campaign rally at Resch Center, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Green Bay, Wis. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump arrives to speak at a campaign rally at Resch Center, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Green Bay, Wis. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump departs after speaking at a campaign rally at Resch Center, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Green Bay, Wis. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a campaign rally at Rocky Mount Event Center, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Rocky Mount, N.C. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 13

                                    
                                    Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a campaign rally at Rocky Mount Event Center, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Rocky Mount, N.C. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 13 | 
            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump arrives to speak at a campaign rally at Rocky Mount Event Center, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Rocky Mount, N.C. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 13

                                    
                                    Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump arrives to speak at a campaign rally at Rocky Mount Event Center, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Rocky Mount, N.C. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 13 | 
            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump arrives to speak at a campaign rally at Resch Center, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Green Bay, Wis. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 13

                                    
                                    Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump arrives to speak at a campaign rally at Resch Center, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Green Bay, Wis. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 13 | 
            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump arrives to speak at a campaign rally at Resch Center, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Green Bay, Wis. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    12 of 13

                                    
                                    Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump arrives to speak at a campaign rally at Resch Center, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Green Bay, Wis. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            13 of 13 | 
            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump departs after speaking at a campaign rally at Resch Center, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Green Bay, Wis. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 13

                                    
                                    Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump departs after speaking at a campaign rally at Resch Center, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Green Bay, Wis. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            EMILY WAGSTER PETTUS, ADRIANA GOMEZ LICON and THOMAS BEAUMONT

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
    
    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


GREEN BAY, Wis. (AP) -- Donald Trump showered former NFL star Brett Favre with praise on Wednesday at a rally in Green Bay, Wisconsin, where the former Packers quarterback campaigned for the Republican presidential nominee in the final week before Election Day.
"Thank you, Brett. What a great honor. What a great champion," Trump said shortly after taking the stage at the Resch Center. Describing Favre's fingers as "like sausages," he said, "No wonder he could throw the ball." 
"I'm a little upset because I think he got bigger applause than me, and I'm not happy," the former president went on, joking about the ovation Favre received in a county that Trump narrowly won in 2020.
Trump appeared onstage in a orange safety vest after riding in a garbage truck to draw attention to an offensive comment by President Joe Biden. But he reignited a different controversy by revisiting his promise to "protect the women of our country."

    


After complaining about his own staffers tell him it was "inappropriate," Trump insisted, "I'm gonna do it whether the women like it or not."
Trump rallied alongside Favre in the critical battleground state with just six days until the election. In a sign of the importance of the state, Trump's Democratic opponent, Vice President Kamala Harris, was campaigning simultaneously in overwhelmingly Democratic-voting Madison, roughly a 2 1/2-hour drive away. 




Favre, who won three NFL Most Valuable Player awards and a Super Bowl for Green Bay in the 1990s, praised Trump before the former president arrived, telling the crowd, "Much like the Packer organization, Donald Trump and his organization was a winner."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"The United States of America won with his leadership," Favre said.
In relying on Favre, Trump is tapping into the state's deep and loyal support for the Packers and the team's onetime star quarterback. But Favre also comes with increased baggage after becoming enmeshed in Mississippi's welfare spending scandal.

    


Favre, 55, is not facing any criminal charges, but he is among more than three dozen people or groups being sued as the state tries to recover misspent money. Favre has repaid just over $1 million he received in speaking fees funded by the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program. Mississippi Auditor Shad White, a Republican, has said Favre never showed up for the speaking engagements. White also said Favre still owes nearly $730,000 in interest.
Mississippi has ranked among the poorest states for decades, but only a fraction of its federal welfare money has been going to families. Instead, the Mississippi Department of Human Services allowed well-connected people to waste tens of millions of welfare dollars from 2016 to 2019, according to White and state and federal prosecutors.
A nonprofit group called the Mississippi Community Education Center made two payments of welfare money to Favre Enterprises, the athlete's business: $500,000 in December 2017 and $600,000 in June 2018. The TANF money was to go toward a volleyball arena at the University of Southern Mississippi. Favre agreed to lead fundraising efforts for the facility at his alma mater, where his daughter started playing on the volleyball team in 2017.

    


The Mississippi Community Education Center director, Nancy New, pleaded guilty in April 2022 to charges of misspending welfare money, as did her son Zachary New, who helped run the nonprofit. They await sentencing and have agreed to testify against others.


    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Elections, explained: We answer your election questions.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Favre appeared in September before a Republican-led congressional committee that was examining how states are falling short on using welfare to help families in need. U.S. House Republicans have said a Mississippi welfare misspending scandal involving Favre and others points to the need for "serious reform" in the TANF program.
Favre told the congressional committee that he was diagnosed with Parkinson's disease in January.
____
Wagster Pettus reported from Jackson, Mississippi. Beaumont reported from Des Moines, Iowa. 
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            Kamala Harris looked to distance herself Wednesday from the controversy over President Joe Biden's reference to Donald Trump's supporters and "garbage."
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            Vice President Kamala Harris, as she has done all day on the campaign trail, struck a conciliatory tone in Wisconsin on Wednesday (AP video by Teresa Crawford/produced by Javier Arciga)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 20 | 
            Vice President Kamala Harris, faced by a protester at a rally in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, said a person who yelled "Free Palestine" had a "right to be heard" but added, "right now, I am speaking."
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            Six days out from election day Kamala Harris tells a North Carolina audience this is a moment "for a new generation of leadership in America," offering herself as both a transition from former President Donald Trump, and, more subtly, President Joe Biden.
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a campaign rally at the Alliant Energy Center in Madison, Wis., Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris arrives to speak during a campaign rally at the Alliant Energy Center in Madison, Wis., Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a campaign rally at the Alliant Energy Center in Madison, Wis., Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            The crowd cheers as Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a campaign rally at the Alliant Energy Center in Madison, Wis., Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris arrives during a campaign event at the PA Farm Show Complex and Expo Center, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Harrisburg, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris greets the Wisconsin Badgers women's volleyball team before speaking at a campaign rally at the Alliant Energy Center in Madison, Wis., Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at a campaign rally, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Raleigh, N.C. (AP Photo/Allison Joyce)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a campaign event at the PA Farm Show Complex and Expo Center, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Harrisburg, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a campaign event at the PA Farm Show Complex and Expo Center, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Harrisburg, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris arrives to speak at a rally at the Coastal Credit Union Music Park at Walnut Creek in Raleigh, N.C., Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at a campaign rally, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Raleigh, N.C. (AP Photo/Allison Joyce)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump talks to reporters as he sits in a garbage truck Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Green Bay, Wis. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump talks to reporters as he sits in a garbage truck Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Green Bay, Wis. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris talks to reporters before boarding Air Force Two, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, at Joint Base Andrews, Md. (Brendan Smialowski/Pool via AP)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris talks to reporters before boarding Air Force Two, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, at Joint Base Andrews, Md. (Brendan Smialowski/Pool via AP)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris talks to reporters before boarding Air Force Two, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, at Joint Base Andrews, Md. (Brendan Smialowski/Pool via AP)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a campaign rally at the Alliant Energy Center in Madison, Wis., Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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                                    Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a campaign rally at the Alliant Energy Center in Madison, Wis., Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris arrives to speak during a campaign rally at the Alliant Energy Center in Madison, Wis., Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a campaign rally at the Alliant Energy Center in Madison, Wis., Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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                                    Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a campaign rally at the Alliant Energy Center in Madison, Wis., Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            The crowd cheers as Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a campaign rally at the Alliant Energy Center in Madison, Wis., Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris arrives during a campaign event at the PA Farm Show Complex and Expo Center, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Harrisburg, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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                                    Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris arrives during a campaign event at the PA Farm Show Complex and Expo Center, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Harrisburg, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris greets the Wisconsin Badgers women's volleyball team before speaking at a campaign rally at the Alliant Energy Center in Madison, Wis., Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at a campaign rally, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Raleigh, N.C. (AP Photo/Allison Joyce)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a campaign event at the PA Farm Show Complex and Expo Center, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Harrisburg, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a campaign event at the PA Farm Show Complex and Expo Center, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Harrisburg, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris arrives to speak at a rally at the Coastal Credit Union Music Park at Walnut Creek in Raleigh, N.C., Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at a campaign rally, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Raleigh, N.C. (AP Photo/Allison Joyce)
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                                    Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at a campaign rally, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Raleigh, N.C. (AP Photo/Allison Joyce)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump talks to reporters as he sits in a garbage truck Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Green Bay, Wis. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump talks to reporters as he sits in a garbage truck Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Green Bay, Wis. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris talks to reporters before boarding Air Force Two, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, at Joint Base Andrews, Md. (Brendan Smialowski/Pool via AP)
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                                    Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris talks to reporters before boarding Air Force Two, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, at Joint Base Andrews, Md. (Brendan Smialowski/Pool via AP)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris talks to reporters before boarding Air Force Two, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, at Joint Base Andrews, Md. (Brendan Smialowski/Pool via AP)
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                                    Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris talks to reporters before boarding Air Force Two, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, at Joint Base Andrews, Md. (Brendan Smialowski/Pool via AP)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris talks to reporters before boarding Air Force Two, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, at Joint Base Andrews, Md. (Brendan Smialowski/Pool via AP)
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                                    Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris talks to reporters before boarding Air Force Two, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, at Joint Base Andrews, Md. (Brendan Smialowski/Pool via AP)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


MADISON, Wis. (AP) -- Kamala Harris called Wednesday for Americans to "stop pointing fingers at each other" as she tried to push past comments made by President Joe Biden about Donald Trump's supporters and "garbage " and keep the focus on her Republican opponent in the closing days of the race.
"We know we have an opportunity in this election to turn the page on a decade of Donald Trump, who has been trying to keep us divided and afraid of each other," the Democratic nominee said.
Harris held rallies in a trio of battleground states as part of a blitz in the closing week of the election, with stops Wednesday in Raleigh, North Carolina; Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; and Madison, Wisconsin.
She stressed unity and common ground, expanding on her capstone speech Tuesday in Washington, where she laid out what her team called the "closing argument" of her campaign.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Harris promises to 'represent all Americans' after Biden's remark on Trump supporters and 'garbage'
    

    
    
    AP Washington correspondent Sagar Meghani reports on Vice President Harris' reaction to President Biden's rhetoric last night about Trump supporters.

    


    


"I am not looking to score political points," the vice president said. "I am looking to make progress."
As she waited for Harris to take the stage in Raleigh, 35-year-old Liz Kazal said she was "cautiously optimistic" about the election. She's tried to volunteer for the campaign every week, including making phone calls, knocking on doors with her toddler daughter and raising money for Harris' candidacy.




"You hope for the best and plan for the worst," Kazal said.
Meanwhile, the White House rushed to explain that the president's comment about "garbage" was a reference to rhetoric from Trump allies, not Trump's supporters themselves. Press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said Biden "does not view Trump supporters or anybody who supports Trump as garbage."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The controversy began Tuesday -- at the same time Harris was speaking near the White House -- when Biden participated in a campaign call organized by the Hispanic advocacy group Voto Latino. Biden used the opportunity to criticize Sunday's Madison Square Garden rally, where a comedian described Puerto Rico as a "floating island of garbage."

    


"The only garbage I see floating out there is his supporters. His demonization of Latinos is unconscionable, and it's un-American," Biden said. "It's totally contrary to everything we've done, everything we've been."
Harris told reporters before boarding Air Force Two for her flight to Raleigh that she disagrees "with any criticism of people based on who they vote for."
"I will represent all Americans, including those who don't vote for me," she said.
Her words were an attempt to blunt the controversy over Biden's comments and put some distance between herself and the president, something she has struggled with in the past.
Republicans seized on Biden's comments, claiming they were an echo of the time when Hillary Clinton, as the Democratic nominee in 2016, said half of Trump's supporters belonged in a "basket of deplorables."
"We know what they believe. Because look how they've treated you," Trump said at his rally in Rocky Mount, North Carolina, on Wednesday. "They've treated you like garbage. The truth is, they've treated our whole country like garbage."

    


He also said, "Without question, my supporters are far higher-quality than Crooked Joe's," using his nickname for the president.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Elections, explained: We answer your election questions.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


After landing in Green Bay, Wisconsin, for another rally later in the day, Trump posed for photos while wearing a neon orange and yellow vest and sitting in the passenger seat of a garbage truck festooned with American flags and campaign signs. 
"How do you like my garbage truck?" Trump said as he took questions from reporters. 
"Joe Biden should be ashamed of himself, if he knows what he's even doing," Trump said.
Travis Waters, 54, who attended Harris' second rally of the day in Harrisburg, shrugged off the commotion over Biden's comments. 
"Donald Trump has said so much about so many other groups and I don't hear the media having the same outrage," Waters said.
In attacking Biden -- and by extension, Harris -- Republicans have glossed over Trump's own history of insulting and demonizing rhetoric, such as calling the United States a "garbage can for the world" or describing political opponents as "the enemy within." Trump has also described Harris as a "stupid person" and "lazy as hell," and he's questioned whether she was on drugs.

    


Trump has also refused demands to apologize for the comment about Puerto Rico at his rally, acknowledging that "somebody said some bad things" but adding that he "can't imagine it's a big deal."
Political attack lines have a history of occasionally boomeranging back on people who use them. For example, Ohio Sen. JD Vance, now Trump's running mate, once described Democrats as beholden to "a bunch of childless cat ladies who are miserable at their own lives and the choices that they've made."
Vance's 3-year-old comments resurfaced once he became the vice presidential nominee, energizing Harris supporters who repurposed the label as a point of pride on shirts and bumper stickers -- much like Trump's supporters once cheerfully branded themselves as "deplorables."

    


At each of Harris' rallies, she was confronted by pro-Palestinian protestors objecting to her support for Israel's military campaign against Hamas in Gaza.
"We all want the war in Gaza to end and get the hostages out," Harris said during one interruption in Madison.
Then she added, "Everyone has a right to be heard, but right now I'm speaking."
The crowd roared in approval, drowning out another group of protestors who unfurled a banner saying "No Funding for War Crimes."
With just days to go before the end of the campaign, many of Harris' supporters were on edge. Holly Meyer, 65, said she was nervous as she attended the Madison rally.
"But I'm also optimistic," she said. "People just seem to be energized by Vice President Harris."

___ Megerian reported from Washington. Associated Press writers Makiya Seminera in Raleigh, North Carolina; Marc Levy in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; Scott Bauer in Madison, Wisconsin; Adriana Gomez Licon in Rocky Mount, North Carolina; Thomas Beaumont in Des Moines, Iowa; and Aamer Madhani in Washington contributed to this report.
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            Donald Trump got into a white garbage truck decked out with American flags and his campaign logo, hoping to draw attention to Biden's comment that seemed to compare Trump supporters to "garbage."
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump talks to reporters as he sits in a garbage truck Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Green Bay, Wis. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


GREEN BAY, Wis. (AP) -- Donald Trump walked down the steps of the Boeing 757 that bears his name, walked across a rain-soaked tarmac and, after twice missing the handle, climbed into the passenger seat of a white garbage truck that also carried his name.
The former president, once a reality TV star known for his showmanship, wanted to draw attention to a remark made a day earlier by his successor, Democratic President Joe Biden, that suggested Trump's supporters were garbage. Trump has used the remark as a cudgel against his Democratic rival, Vice President Kamala Harris. 
"How do you like my garbage truck?" Trump said, wearing an orange and yellow safety vest over his white dress shirt and red tie. "This is in honor of Kamala and Joe Biden."
Trump and other Republicans were facing pushback of their own for comments by a comedian at a weekend Trump rally who disparaged Puerto Rico as a "floating island of garbage." Trump then seized on a comment Biden made on a late Wednesday call that "The only garbage I see floating out there is his supporters."

    


The president tried to clarify the comment afterward, saying he had intended to say Trump's demonization of Latinos was unconscionable. But it was too late.




On Thursday, after arriving in Green Bay, Wisconsin, for an evening rally, Trump climbed into the garbage truck, carrying on a brief discussion with reporters while looking out the window -- similar to what he did earlier this month during a photo opportunity he staged at a Pennsylvania McDonalds. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
He again tried to distance himself from comedian Tony Hinchcliffe, whose joke had set off the firestorm, but Trump did not denounce it. He also said he did not need to apologize to Puerto Ricans.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Elections, explained: We answer your election questions.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    



"I don't know anything about the comedian," Trump said. "I don't know who he is. I've never seen him. I heard he made a statement, but it was a statement that he made. He's a comedian, what can I tell you. I know nothing about him."

    


A spokesperson for Trump said the joke doesn't reflect his views, but the former president has not addressed it himself. 
"I love Puerto Rico and Puerto Rico loves me," Trump said from the garbage truck. 
He ended the brief appearance by telling reporters: "I hope you enjoyed this garbage truck. Thank you very much."
When he took the stage a short time later, he was still wearing the orange vest.
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            Spanish authorities said Wednesday there were multiple victims after flash floods swept away cars, turned village streets into rivers and disrupted rail lines and highways. Rescue teams worked into Tuesday night to evacuate residents and search for missing people.
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            At least 72 people have died in Spain's eastern region of Valencia and Castilla la Mancha after flash floods swept away cars, turned village streets into rivers and disrupted rail lines and highways in the worst natural disaster to hit the European nation in recent memory.
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            At least 72 people have died in eastern Spain after flash floods swept away cars, turned village streets into rivers and disrupted rail lines and highways in the worst natural disaster to hit the European nation in recent memory.
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            A woman and her dog were rescued from floodwaters in eastern Spain on Wednesday as the region was recovering from flash flooding which killed at least 64 people. Rescuers were seen carrying out the operation in Utiel in the Valencia region.
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            After deadly flooding in Spain's Valencia region, scientists see likely connections to human-caused climate change, because warmer air holds and then dumps more rain.
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            Residents look at cars piled up after being swept away by floods in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            A person removes mud after the floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Train tracks are seen affected by floods in Paiporta, near Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            A man cleans his house affected by floods in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            People walk along the road after leaving their homes flooded by the floods in Paiporta, near Valencia, Spain on Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            Flooded cars are piled up in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Flooded cars are piled up in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            People walk through flooded streets in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            People walk through flooded streets in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            A man rides a bicycle through flooded streets in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            Members of the Spanish army and emergency services rescue people trapped in their homes after floods in Letur, Albacete, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (Victor Fernandez/Europa Press via AP)
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            A man walks through flooded streets in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            Members of emergency services carry the body of a person trapped after floods in Letur, Albacete, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (Victor Fernandez/Europa Press via AP)
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            People walk through flooded streets in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            Residents look at cars piled up after being swept away by floods in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            A woman is taken away in an ambulance after being rescued from the floods in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            People clean their house affected by floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            A man cleans his house hit by floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Train tracks are seen affected by floods in Paiporta, near Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            25 of 31 | 
            Residents walk in a street after flooding in Paiporta, near Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            A flooded car is reflected in the water in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            People walk on muddy roads after floods in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            A man cleans his house affected by floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            People clean their houses affected by floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            A woman cleans her house affected by floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            People stand in front of their houses affected by floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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                                    Spanish authorities said Wednesday there were multiple victims after flash floods swept away cars, turned village streets into rivers and disrupted rail lines and highways. Rescue teams worked into Tuesday night to evacuate residents and search for missing people.
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                                    At least 72 people have died in Spain's eastern region of Valencia and Castilla la Mancha after flash floods swept away cars, turned village streets into rivers and disrupted rail lines and highways in the worst natural disaster to hit the European nation in recent memory.
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                                    At least 72 people have died in eastern Spain after flash floods swept away cars, turned village streets into rivers and disrupted rail lines and highways in the worst natural disaster to hit the European nation in recent memory.
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                                    A woman and her dog were rescued from floodwaters in eastern Spain on Wednesday as the region was recovering from flash flooding which killed at least 64 people. Rescuers were seen carrying out the operation in Utiel in the Valencia region.


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            

            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 31

                                    
                                    After deadly flooding in Spain's Valencia region, scientists see likely connections to human-caused climate change, because warmer air holds and then dumps more rain.
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            Residents look at cars piled up after being swept away by floods in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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                                    Residents look at cars piled up after being swept away by floods in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            A person removes mud after the floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Train tracks are seen affected by floods in Paiporta, near Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            A man cleans his house affected by floods in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            10 of 31 | 
            People walk along the road after leaving their homes flooded by the floods in Paiporta, near Valencia, Spain on Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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                                    People walk along the road after leaving their homes flooded by the floods in Paiporta, near Valencia, Spain on Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            Flooded cars are piled up in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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                                    Flooded cars are piled up in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Flooded cars are piled up in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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                                    Flooded cars are piled up in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            People walk through flooded streets in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            People walk through flooded streets in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            A man rides a bicycle through flooded streets in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            Members of the Spanish army and emergency services rescue people trapped in their homes after floods in Letur, Albacete, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (Victor Fernandez/Europa Press via AP)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            17 of 31 | 
            A man walks through flooded streets in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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                                    A man walks through flooded streets in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            Members of emergency services carry the body of a person trapped after floods in Letur, Albacete, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (Victor Fernandez/Europa Press via AP)
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                                    Members of emergency services carry the body of a person trapped after floods in Letur, Albacete, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (Victor Fernandez/Europa Press via AP)
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            People walk through flooded streets in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            Residents look at cars piled up after being swept away by floods in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            A woman is taken away in an ambulance after being rescued from the floods in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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                                    A woman is taken away in an ambulance after being rescued from the floods in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            People clean their house affected by floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            A man cleans his house hit by floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Train tracks are seen affected by floods in Paiporta, near Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            Residents walk in a street after flooding in Paiporta, near Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            A flooded car is reflected in the water in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    26 of 31

                                    
                                    A flooded car is reflected in the water in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            27 of 31 | 
            People walk on muddy roads after floods in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            A man cleans his house affected by floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            People clean their houses affected by floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            A woman cleans her house affected by floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            People stand in front of their houses affected by floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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                                        UTIEL, Spain (AP) -- Flash floods in Spain turned village streets into rivers, ruined homes, disrupted transportation and killed at least 95 people in the worst natural disaster to hit the European nation in recent memory.
Rainstorms that started Tuesday and continued Wednesday caused flooding across southern and eastern Spain, stretching from Malaga to Valencia. Muddy torrents tumbled vehicles down streets at high speeds while debris and household items swirled in the water. Police and rescue services used helicopters to lift people from their homes and rubber boats to reach drivers stranded atop cars.
Emergency services in the eastern region of Valencia confirmed a death toll of 92 people on Wednesday. Another two casualties were reported in the neighboring Castilla La Mancha region, while southern Andalusia reported one death.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Yesterday was the worst day of my life," Ricardo Gabaldon, the mayor of Utiel, a town in Valencia, told national broadcaster RTVE on Wednesday. He said six residents perished and more are missing.

    


"We were trapped like rats. Cars and trash containers were flowing down the streets. The water was rising to 3 meters (9.8 feet)," he said.




Spain's government declared three days of mourning starting Thursday. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: At least 72 people die in devastating flash floods in eastern Spain
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Charles de Ledesma reports Spanish authorities announce at least 51 people have died in devastating flash floods.

    

"For those who are looking for their loved ones, all of Spain feels your pain," Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez said in a televised address. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Rescue personnel and more than 1,100 soldiers from Spain's emergency response units were deployed to affected areas. Spain's central government set up a crisis committee to coordinate rescue efforts.
Javier Berenguer, 63, escaped his bakery in Utiel when crushing water threatened to overwhelm him. He said it rose to 2.5 meters (8.2 feet) inside his business, and he fears his livelihood has been destroyed.
"I had to get out of a window as best I could because the water was already coming up to my shoulders. I took refuge on the first floor with the neighbors and I stayed there all night," Berenguer told The Associated Press. "It has taken everything. I have to throw everything out of the bakery, the freezers, ovens, everything."

    


Maria Carmen Martinez, another Utiel resident, witnessed a harrowing rescue.
"It was horrible, horrible. There was a man there clinging to a fence who was falling and calling people for help," she said. "They couldn't help him until the helicopters came and took him away."
One Valencia town, Paiporta, suffered exceptional loss. Mayor Maribel Albalat told RTVE that over 30 people died in the town of some 25,000 people. Those included six residents of a senior residence. News media broadcast footage of seniors in chairs and wheelchairs at a Paiporta nursing home, some crying out in apparent terror as the water rose over their knees.
"We don't know what happened, but in 10 minutes the village was overflowing with water," Albalat said.
Spain's national weather service said it rained more in eight hours in Valencia than it had in the preceding 20 months, calling the deluge "extraordinary."

    


Located south of Barcelona on the Mediterranean coast, Valencia is a tourist destination known for its beaches, citrus orchards, and as the origin of the rice dish, paella. The region has gorges and small riverbeds that spend much of the year completely dry but quickly fill with water when it rains. Many of them pass through populated areas.
As the floods receded, thick layers of mud mixed with refuse made some streets unrecognizable.
"The neighborhood is destroyed, all the cars are on top of each other, it's literally smashed up," Christian Viena, a bar owner in the Valencian village of Barrio de la Torre, said by phone. "Everything is a total wreck, everything is ready to be thrown away. The mud is almost 30 centimeters (11 inches) deep."
Outside Viena's bar, people were venturing out to see what they could salvage. Cars were piled up and the streets were filled with clumps of water-logged branches.
Spain has experienced similar autumn storms in recent years. Nothing, however, compared to the devastation over the last two days, which recalls floods in Germany and Belgium in 2021 in which 230 people were killed.

    


The death toll will likely rise with other regions yet to report victims and search efforts continuing in hard-to-reach places. 
"We are facing a very difficult situation," minister of territory policies Angel Victor Torres said. "The fact that we can't give a number of the missing persons indicates the magnitude of the tragedy."
Spain is still recovering from a severe drought and has registered record high temperatures in recent years. Scientists say increased episodes of extreme weather are likely linked to climate change. The prolonged drought makes it more difficult for the land to absorb high volumes of water. 
The storms also unleashed a rare tornado and a freak hailstorm that punched holes in car windows and greenhouses.

    


Transport was also affected. A high-speed train with nearly 300 people on board derailed near Malaga, although rail authorities said no one was hurt. High-speed train service between Valencia city and Madrid was interrupted, and the transport ministry said it could take up to four days to restore highspeed service to the capital due to the damage done to the line. Bus and commuter rail lines were likewise interrupted. Many flights were cancelled Tuesday night, stranding some 1,500 people overnight at Valencia's airport. Flights resumed Wednesday.
Soccer games involving Valencia and Levante were canceled and players from Barcelona and Madrid held a moment of silence for victims of the flood before training Wednesday.
Valencian regional President Carlos Mazon urged people to stay at home, saying travel by road was difficult due to fallen trees and wrecked vehicles. Rescue efforts were hampered by downed power lines and power outages, and the regional emergency service responded to some 30,000 calls, Mazon said.
European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen told reporters in Brussels that the EU will "help coordinate the rescue teams" using its Copernicus geo-monitoring satellite system.
Some residents appealed for news of their missing loved ones via social media, television and radio broadcasts. 

Leonardo Enrique told RTVE that his family searched for hours for his 40-year-old son, Leonardo Enrique Rivera, who was driving a delivery van when the rain began. His son sent a message saying his van was flooding and that he had been hit by another vehicle near Ribarroja, an industrial town that is among the worst affected, Enrique said.
___
Wilson reported from Barcelona and Medrano from Madrid. AP journalist Lorne Cook in Brussels contributed to this report. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/spain-floods-valencia-weather-ef0dffabe1a106a05c239dca4dfec1ae
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            Brazil's Minister of Racial Equality Anielle Franco, center, sister of slain councilwoman Marielle Franco, attends the trial of Franco's suspected murderers, at the Court of Justice in Rio de Janeiro, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Bruna Prado)
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            Mother of slain councilwoman Marielle Franco, Marinete Silva, right center, and Luyara Santos, left center, daughter of slain councilwoman Marielle Franco, accompanied by other family members, arrive to follow the trial of former city councilwoman Marielle Franco's alleged killers, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)
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            FILE - Councilwoman Marielle Franco poses for a photo at Cinelandia square in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Jan. 9, 2018. Franco was shot to death in 2018. (AP Photo/Ellis Rua, File)
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            Mother of slain councilwoman Marielle Franco, Marinete Silva, right center, and Luyara Santos, left center, daughter of slain councilwoman Marielle Franco, accompanied by other family members, arrive to follow the trial of former city councilwoman Marielle Franco's alleged killers, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)
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            FILE - Councilwoman Marielle Franco poses for a photo at Cinelandia square in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Jan. 9, 2018. Franco was shot to death in 2018. (AP Photo/Ellis Rua, File)
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                                        RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) -- A trial opened Wednesday against two former policemen accused in the 2018 killing of Rio de Janeiro councilwoman Marielle Franco, who was Black, bisexual and from humble roots and who has become a major icon of Brazil's political left.

Franco, 38, and her driver, Anderson Gomes, were killed in a drive-by shooting on March 14, 2018. Ronnie Lessa is accused of firing the gun, while Elcio Queiroz is accused of being the driver. 

Two brothers with purported ties to criminal groups -- one of them a sitting federal lawmaker -- have been accused of ordering the killing, allegedly because the councilwoman's work went against the interests of those gangs, known as militias. They have yet to go on trial.

Lessa and Queiroz, arrested in 2019, have signed plea bargains confessing their roles, but the jury has final word on their guilt. Jurors could technically overrule the plea bargains, but analysts say that is unlikely.





    



Hundreds of demonstrators gathered Wednesday in front of the trial venue in Rio de Janeiro, many carrying sunflowers and shouting "Justice!" 

"Today we have a chance to change the face of justice in Rio de Janeiro and in Brazil," Antonio Francisco da Silva Neto, Marielle's father, told journalists before the trial began. Her mother, sister and daughter were also on site, as was Anderson's wife, Agatha Arnaus. 

"These individuals, confessed defendants, need to be condemned in an exemplary way so that the message gets across that they are not God, they cannot take the life of any human being and go unpunished," he added. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

Known universally by her first name, Marielle, the killing was seen in Brazil as an attack on democracy. Raised in one of Rio's poor communities known as favelas, she became known for her efforts to improve the lives of ordinary Rio residents. Following her election in 2016, she fought against violence targeting women while defending human rights and social programs.

Outrage over her killing sparked mass protests. Her silhouette can be found printed on T-shirts and painted on walls nationwide. 

    



The accused faced questions over the double deaths and also the attempted killing of Fernanda Chaves, Franco's assistant and friend, who was injured but survived. 

Chaves recounted Marielle's final moments before the court on Wednesday.

"We were talking about things about life, work, domestic things. At one point she was doubting whether to stop or not to buy bread at the bakery ... It was when the car was going very slowly that I heard a rush... As an immediate reflex, I got down," Chaves said. "I noticed (Anderson's) right arm was off the steering wheel, Marielle was immobile. I felt her arm on top of me, the weight of her body against me."

Lessa told the court that he fired the shots to Marielle's head, and that Anderson was killed accidentally. 

"I took the risk, knowing that the ammunition wasn't appropriate. It was a 9mm ammunition... if it had been a revolver, for example, only the councilwoman would have died, not Anderson," he said. 

    



Prosecutors are seeking the maximum prison sentence for the double killings, which could reach 84 years each, according to Rio's public prosecutors' office. 

In September, Edilson Barbosa dos Santos was convicted of dismantling the car used in the drive-by shooting. But many see Wednesday's trial as the first time some of the main people allegedly responsible for her death are held to account. 

Both defendants participated in the trial by videoconference from prison. Lessa is in Sao Paulo while Queiroz is in Brazil's capital, Brasilia. The jury heard eight witnesses, six called by the state public prosecutors' office and two others by Lessa's defense. Queiroz's defense opted not to call any. 

Federal authorities started investigating the case in earnest once leftist President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva took office in 2023.

In March, Federal Police detained federal lawmaker Chiquinho Brazao and his brother Domingos Brazao, a member of Rio state's accounts watchdog, on suspicion of ordering Franco's killing. Both are allegedly connected to the militias, which illegally charge residents for various services, including protection. They have denied any involvement in the killing or with militias. 

In his plea bargain, Lessa told police that the two politician brothers hired him and informed him that the then-chief of the state's civil police, Rivaldo Barbosa, had signed off beforehand. Barbosa was also arrested in March.

Police accuse the politicians of ordering her killing because she was an obstacle to militias' interests. 

Guilhermo Catramby, a delegate of the Federal Police, joined the case at the request of the then Minister of Justice, Flavio Dino, early 2023. He said the motivation of the crime was "undoubtedly" Marielle's work regarding land rights, even though it wasn't central to her mandate.

"Marielle's mandate ... (was) a thorn in the side of militia interests, especially in the West Zone of Rio de Janeiro," he added.

Before the trial started, Anielle Franco, Marielle's sister and Lula's minister for racial equality, said the day bought a "mixture of feelings."


"It's a certainty that we fought hard and we're going to keep fighting. Not just for Mari, for Anderson, but for everyone who will come. For my daughters, for my granddaughters and for all the generations to come. So that we have a safer place."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/brazil-marielle-franco-trial-police-c20b31ebb5f152bfaddf2a0c44722d0b
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            Officials said Monday that fires at ballot drop boxes in Portland, Oregon and Vancouver, Washington damaged hundreds of ballots. (AP video: Claire Rush/Produced by Javier Arciga)
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            A damaged ballot drop box is displayed during a news conference at the Multnomah County Elections Division office on Monday, Oct. 28, 2024, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            Police tape surrounds a ballot drop box damaged by a fire on Monday, Oct. 28, 2024, in Vancouver, Wash. (Monika Spykerman/The Columbian via AP)
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            Police tape surrounds a ballot drop box damaged by a fire on Monday, Oct. 28, 2024, in Vancouver, Wash. (Monika Spykerman/The Columbian via AP)
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            A voter drops off a ballot for the 2024 election in a newly installed drop box at the Multnomah County Elections Division office on Monday, Oct. 28, 2024, in Portland, Ore., after the pervious drop box was damaged. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            A damaged bin that was in a ballot drop box is displayed at the Multnomah County Elections Office on Monday, Oct. 28, 2024, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            Election workers collect ballots from a newly placed ballot drop box outside the Multnomah County Elections Division office on Monday, Oct. 28, 2024, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            A damaged ballot drop box is displayed during a news conference at the Multnomah County Elections Division office on Monday, Oct. 28, 2024, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            A fire-damaged ballot drop box bin is seen next to the drop box during a news conference at the Multnomah County Elections Division office on Monday, Oct. 28, 2024, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            A person drops off their 2024 election ballot at a newly installed drop box outside the Multnomah County Elections Division office on Monday, Oct. 28, 2024, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            In this image provided by the Clark County Auditor's Office, ballots damaged in a drop box arson in Vancouver, Wash., are spread on tables on Monday, Oct. 28, 2024. (Greg Kimsey/Clark County Auditor's Office via AP)
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            In this image provided by the Clark County Auditor's Office, ballots damaged in a drop box arson in Vancouver, Wash., are spread on tables on Monday, Oct. 28, 2024. (Greg Kimsey/Clark County Auditor's Office via AP)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) -- The man suspected of setting fires in ballot drop boxes in Oregon and Washington state is an experienced metalworker and may be planning additional attacks, authorities said Wednesday.
Investigators believe the man who set the incendiary devices at ballot boxes in Portland, Oregon, and nearby Vancouver, Washington, had a "wealth of experience" in metal fabrication and welding, said Portland Police Bureau spokesperson Mike Benner.
The way the devices were constructed and the way they were attached to the metal drop boxes showed that expertise, Benner said.
Authorities described the suspect as a white man, age 30 to 40, who is balding or has very short hair.
Police previously said surveillance video showed the man driving a black or dark-colored 2001 to 2004 Volvo S-60. The vehicle did not have a front license plate, but it did have a rear plate with unknown letters or numbers.

    


The incendiary devices were marked with the message "Free Gaza," according to a law enforcement official who spoke to The Associated Press on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to discuss an ongoing investigation.




A third device placed at a different drop box in Vancouver earlier this month also carried the words "Free Palestine" in addition to "Free Gaza," the official said.
Investigators are trying to identify the person responsible and the motive for the suspected arson attacks, which destroyed or damaged hundreds of ballots at the drop box in Vancouver on Monday when the box's fire suppression system didn't work as intended. Authorities are trying to figure out whether the suspect actually had pro-Palestinian views or used the message to try to create confusion, the official said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Surveillance images captured a Volvo pulling up to a drop box in Portland just before security personnel nearby discovered a fire inside the box on Monday, Benner said. The early-morning fire was extinguished quickly thanks to the box's suppression system and a nearby security guard, police said. Just three of the ballots inside were damaged.

    


The ballot box in Vancouver that burned also had a fire suppression system inside, but it failed to prevent hundreds of ballots from being scorched, said Greg Kimsey, the longtime elected auditor in Clark County, Washington, which includes Vancouver. 
Elections staff were able to identify 488 damaged ballots retrieved from the box, and as of Tuesday evening, 345 of those voters had contacted the county auditor's office to request a replacement ballot, the office said in a statement Wednesday. The office will mail 143 ballots to the rest of the identified voters on Thursday.
Six of the ballots were unidentifiable, and the office said the exact number of destroyed ballots wasn't known, as some may have completely burned to ash.
Election staff on Wednesday planned to sort through the damaged ballots for information about who cast them, in the hopes that those voters can be given replacement ballots. Kimsey urged voters who dropped their ballots in the transit center box between 11 a.m. Saturday and early Monday to contact his office for a replacement ballot.

    


Authorities in Portland said Monday that enough material from the incendiary devices was recovered to show that the two fires were connected -- and that they were connected to an Oct. 8 incendiary device at a different ballot drop box in Vancouver. No ballots were damaged in that incident.


    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Elections, explained: We answer your election questions.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Voters in Washington are encouraged to check the status of their ballots at www.votewa.gov to track their return status. If a returned ballot is not marked as "received," voters can print a replacement ballot or visit their local elections department for a replacement, the secretary of state's office said.
___
Durkin Richer reported from Washington. Gene Johnson in Seattle contributed.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/ballot-drop-box-fires-portland-vancouver-60fea753ceb761624e6aba49f0e9dd99
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            Flooded cars are piled up in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            A man cleans his house hit by floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            A man cleans his house affected by floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            A man reacts in front of houses affected by floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            People clean their houses affected by floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Flooded cars are piled up in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            People clean their houses affected by floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            A man reacts in front his house affected by floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            A man cleans his house affected by floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Residents clean the street next to cars piled up after being swept away by floods in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            A man carrying water walks through flooded streets in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            People walk through flooded streets in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            Members of emergency services and Guardia Civil rescue people trapped in their homes after floods in Letur, Albacete, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (Victor Fernandez/Europa Press via AP)
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            Members of the Spanish army and emergency services rescue people trapped in their homes after floods in Letur, Albacete, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (Victor Fernandez/Europa Press via AP)
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            A man cleans his house affected by floods in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            16 of 35 | 
            A woman looks out from her balcony as vehicles are trapped in the street during flooding in Valencia, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            People walk through flooded streets in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            Residents walk through flooded streets in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            19 of 35 | 
            Residents look at cars piled up after being swept away by floods in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            A man walks through flooded streets in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            A man cleans his house affected by floods in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            People walk through flooded streets in Valencia, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            People walk through flooded streets in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            A woman walks through flooded streets in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            25 of 35 | 
            Emergency crew rescue residents after they were trapped in their homes following flooding in Valencia, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            Cars are trapped by flooding in Valencia, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            Members of emergency services and Guardia Civil rescue people trapped in their homes after floods in Letur, Albacete, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (Victor Fernandez/Europa Press via AP)
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            28 of 35 | 
            Emergency teams rescue a person who was stranded by the water in a Guardia Civil helicopter, after the floods preceded by heavy rains that caused the overflow of the river in the town of Alora, Malaga, Spain, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Marrero)
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            Cars are being swept away by the water, after floods preceded by heavy rains caused the river to overflow its banks in the town of Alora, Malaga, Spain, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Marrero)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            30 of 35 | 
            A man observes several cars being swept away by the water, after floods preceded by heavy rains caused the river to overflow its banks in the town of Alora, Malaga, Spain, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Marrero)
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            A view of the rising river, after floods preceded by heavy rains caused the river to overflow its banks in the town of Alora, Malaga, Spain, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Marrero)
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            Cars are being swept away by the water, after floods preceded by heavy rains caused the river to overflow its banks in the town of Alora, Malaga, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Marrero)
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            33 of 35 | 
            Emergency teams rescue a person who was stranded by the water in a Guardia Civil helicopter, after the floods preceded by heavy rains that caused the overflow of the river in the town of Alora, Malaga, Spain, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Marrero)
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            Cars are being swept away by the water, after floods preceded by heavy rains caused the river to overflow its banks in the town of Alora, Malaga, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Marrero)
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            35 of 35 | 
            Cars are being swept away by the water, after floods preceded by heavy rains caused the river to overflow its banks in the town of Alora, Malaga, Spain, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Marrero)
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            Flooded cars are piled up in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            A man cleans his house hit by floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            A man cleans his house affected by floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            A man reacts in front of houses affected by floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            People clean their houses affected by floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Flooded cars are piled up in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            People clean their houses affected by floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 35

                                    
                                    People clean their houses affected by floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 35 | 
            A man reacts in front his house affected by floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            A man cleans his house affected by floods in Utiel, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Residents clean the street next to cars piled up after being swept away by floods in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            A man carrying water walks through flooded streets in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 35

                                    
                                    A man carrying water walks through flooded streets in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 35 | 
            People walk through flooded streets in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            Members of emergency services and Guardia Civil rescue people trapped in their homes after floods in Letur, Albacete, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (Victor Fernandez/Europa Press via AP)
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            Members of the Spanish army and emergency services rescue people trapped in their homes after floods in Letur, Albacete, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (Victor Fernandez/Europa Press via AP)
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            A man cleans his house affected by floods in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            A woman looks out from her balcony as vehicles are trapped in the street during flooding in Valencia, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            Residents walk through flooded streets in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            Residents look at cars piled up after being swept away by floods in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            A man walks through flooded streets in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            A man cleans his house affected by floods in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            People walk through flooded streets in Valencia, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            A woman walks through flooded streets in Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            Emergency crew rescue residents after they were trapped in their homes following flooding in Valencia, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            Cars are trapped by flooding in Valencia, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            Members of emergency services and Guardia Civil rescue people trapped in their homes after floods in Letur, Albacete, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (Victor Fernandez/Europa Press via AP)
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            Emergency teams rescue a person who was stranded by the water in a Guardia Civil helicopter, after the floods preceded by heavy rains that caused the overflow of the river in the town of Alora, Malaga, Spain, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Marrero)
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            Cars are being swept away by the water, after floods preceded by heavy rains caused the river to overflow its banks in the town of Alora, Malaga, Spain, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Marrero)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    29 of 35

                                    
                                    Cars are being swept away by the water, after floods preceded by heavy rains caused the river to overflow its banks in the town of Alora, Malaga, Spain, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Marrero)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            30 of 35 | 
            A man observes several cars being swept away by the water, after floods preceded by heavy rains caused the river to overflow its banks in the town of Alora, Malaga, Spain, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Marrero)
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            A view of the rising river, after floods preceded by heavy rains caused the river to overflow its banks in the town of Alora, Malaga, Spain, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Marrero)
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            Cars are being swept away by the water, after floods preceded by heavy rains caused the river to overflow its banks in the town of Alora, Malaga, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Marrero)
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            Cars are being swept away by the water, after floods preceded by heavy rains caused the river to overflow its banks in the town of Alora, Malaga, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Marrero)
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            Cars are being swept away by the water, after floods preceded by heavy rains caused the river to overflow its banks in the town of Alora, Malaga, Spain, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Marrero)
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            FILE - Bleached coral is visible at the Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary, off the coast of Galveston, Texas, in the Gulf of Mexico, Sept. 16, 2023. (AP Photo/LM Otero, File)
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            FILE - A wave at Teahupo'o crashes onto the coral reef in Tahiti, French Polynesia, Jan. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole, File)
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            FILE - A man swims along coral reefs off Verde Island, Batangas province, Philippines on Jan. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila, File)
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                                        CALI, Colombia (AP) -- The United Nations, scientists and governments made an urgent call Wednesday for increased funding to protect coral reefs under threat of extinction. 
Research this year shows that 77% of the world's reefs are affected by bleaching, mainly due to warming ocean waters amid human-caused climate change. It's the largest and fourth mass global bleaching on record and is impacting both hemispheres, United Nations Capital Development Fund said. 
The findings prompted a U.N. special emergency session -- typically called to address escalating conflicts or natural disasters -- on corals to be convened on sidelines of the U.N. biodiversity summit, known as COP16, nearing its end after two weeks in Cali, Colombia. 
Coral reefs are vital ecosystems that support over 25% of marine life and nearly a billion people, many relying on reefs for food security, coastal protection and livelihoods, the U.N. development fund said. 

    


After the emergency session, the governments of New Zealand, the United Kingdom, Germany and France made new pledges totaling around $30 million to the U.N. fund for coral reefs established in 2020. By 2030, the fund seeks to leverage up to $3 billion in public and private finance to support coral reef conservation efforts. Around $225 million has been raised to date.




"Protecting our ocean and its precious habitats is fundamental to life on earth," said U.K. Minister for Nature Mary Creagh. "But without urgent action, the world's coral reefs face extinction from global heating, acidification, disease, and pollution; a vital ecosystem lost within our lifetime." 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Next year, a U.N. ocean conference will take place in Nice, France, and countries are being urged beforehand to pledge more to the U.N. global fund for coral reefs with the aim of mobilizing an additional $150 million in donations by the conference. 

    


"In 2024, climate change and other human impacts triggered the fourth mass coral reef bleaching event, the most extensive and devastating on record," said Peter Thomson, the U.N. Secretary-General's Special Envoy for the Ocean. "With the window to protect these ecosystems closing rapidly, world leaders must act now." 
"We must secure a sustainable future for coral reefs and the countless lives that rely on them --before it's too late," Thomson said. 
A change in water temperature can cause coral to drive out algae that provides nutrition, lose its color and become stressed. Coral may bleach for other reasons, such as extremely low tides, pollution or too much sunlight. 
In the world's largest coral reef ecosystem, Australia's Great Barrier Reef, bleaching affected 90% of the coral assessed in 2022. The Florida Coral Reef, the third-largest, experienced significant bleaching last year.
The first mass bleaching happened in 1998, the second between 2011-2013, the third in 2016, said Kenyan marine ecologist David Obura, who heads Coastal Oceans Research and Development in the Indian Ocean East Africa.
"They're lasting more than one year at a time, which is worrying," Obura said at the U.N. emergency session at COP16.

    


---
Follow Steven Grattan on X: @sjgrattan
---

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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            Rescue workers carry the body of a boy who was found under the rubble of a destroyed building that was hit Tuesday night in an Israeli airstrike, in Sarafand, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Rescue workers use excavators to remove the rubble of a destroyed building that was hit Tuesday night in an Israeli airstrike, as they search for victims in Sarafand, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Yasmina Khalifa, foreground and her sister Julia, who were injured Tuesday night in an Israeli airstrike that hit their building, lie in hospital beds in Sarafand, southern Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammad Zaatari)
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            People watch Hezbollah's newly named leader Naim Kassem delivering a televised speech, in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            A man clears debris from a street in front of a destroyed building that was hit Tuesday night in an Israeli airstrike, in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Rescue workers use excavators to remove the rubble of a destroyed building that was hit Tuesday night in an Israeli airstrike, as they search for victims in Sarafand, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Rescue workers clear the rubble to retrieve a body at the site of a destroyed building hit in an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday night, in Sarafand, southern Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Relatives and friends mourn during the funeral of Israeli reservist Yedidia Bloch, 31, at Mevo Horon settlement, West Bank, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. Bloch died on Tuesday 29 after he was injured in Lebanon. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            Israeli soldiers mourn during the funeral of reservist Yedidia Bloch, 31, at Mevo Horon settlement, West Bank, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. Bloch died on Tuesday 29 after he was injured in Lebanon. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            Emergency workers carry the body of a victim found in the rubble of a destroyed building hit Tuesday night in an Israeli airstrike in Sarafand, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            FILE - The deputy chief of Hezbollah, Sheik Naim Kassem, speaks during an interview with the Associated Press in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday June 2, 2009. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla, File)
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            Yasmina Khalifa, foreground and her sister Julia, who were injured Tuesday night in an Israeli airstrike that hit their building, lie in hospital beds in Sarafand, southern Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammad Zaatari)
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            People watch Hezbollah's newly named leader Naim Kassem delivering a televised speech, in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            FILE - The deputy chief of Hezbollah, Sheik Naim Kassem, speaks during an interview with the Associated Press in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday June 2, 2009. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla, File)
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                                        Israeli airstrikes pounded the eastern Lebanese city of Baalbek on Wednesday, killing at least 19 people, according to Lebanon's Health Ministry and state-run news agency. 
Hours earlier, the Israeli military issued an evacuation warning for residents in the entire city -- including its ancient Roman temple complex inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage site. Israel said it was targeting sites connected to the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah.
Some 1.2 million people have been displaced by the conflict in Lebanon, according to government estimates. Lebanon's Heath Ministry said more than 2,800 people have been killed and 12,900 wounded since Oct. 8, 2023, when Hezbollah began firing rockets into Israel, drawing retaliation. Israeli ground forces invaded southern Lebanon at the beginning of October.
The death toll from more than a year of the Israel-Hamas war in Gaza has passed 43,000, Palestinian officials reported Monday, without distinguishing between civilians and combatants. The Israel-Hamas war began after Hamas-led militants stormed into Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, killing some 1,200 people -- mostly civilians -- and abducting 250 others.
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UN peacekeeping mission in south Lebanon has recorded over 30 incidents resulting in damage
UNITED NATIONS - The U.N. peacekeeping mission in southern Lebanon says it has recorded over 30 incidents resulting in damage to U.N. property or premises or injuring peacekeepers
Andrea Tenenti, spokesman for the mission known as UNIFIL, told a video press conference from Beirut Wednesday that it attributed about 20 of the incidents to Israeli military fire or actions, "with seven being clearly deliberate."
In an incident Tuesday, he said, a rocket likely fired by Hezbollah or an affiliated group hit UNIFIL's headquarters in Nakura, setting a workshop on fire, with some peacekeepers suffering minor injuries.
The origin of the fire couldn't be determined for about a dozen incidents, he said.

    


"What has been very concerning are incidents where peacekeepers performing their monitoring tasks, as well as our cameras, lighting and entire watch towners, have been deliberately targeted," Tenenti said.
He stressed that the actions of both Israeli forces and Hezbollah fighters are putting peacekeepers in danger, whether through deliberate acts or crossfire.
"Despite a very tense situation, UNIFIL continues to stay in contact with Lebanese and Israeli authorities urging de-escalation," he said.
Even with the dramatic surge in exchanges of fire between Israel and Hezbollah in the past few weeks, Tenenti said UNIFIL has also been working hard behind the scenes to coordinate the delivery of humanitarian aid by U.N. agencies and their local partners.

    


Biden and the president of Cyprus discuss cease-fire efforts in Gaza and Lebanon
WASHINGTON -- President Joe Biden met Wednesday with the president of Cyprus, the nearest European Union nation to the wars in Gaza and Lebanon, to discuss new cease-fire efforts by the U.S. and mediators in the Middle East.
The small Mediterranean island has played a critical role in efforts to get humanitarian aid into Gaza since the war between Hamas and Israel began more than a year ago.
President Nikos Christodoulides said Biden and White House officials briefed him on the latest stepped-up efforts by the U.S. administration and other mediators but declined to offer further details about the discussion.
"The most important, the number one priority of the international community now is to have a cease-fire in the region," Christodoulides told reporters after his Oval Office talks with Biden.
He added that the situation on the ground changes daily, but said he was "quite optimistic" that a Lebanon cease-fire deal could emerge in one to two weeks.
Hezbollah chief says group will hold out in its war with Israel for 'suitable' cease-fire terms
BEIRUT -- Hezbollah's newly named leader Naim Kassem has said in his first public comments that the militant group will keep fighting in its ongoing war with Israel until it is offered cease-fire terms it deems acceptable. 
"If the Israelis decide to stop the aggression, we say that we accept, but according to the conditions that we see as suitable," Kassem said, speaking from an undisclosed location in a pre-recorded televised address. "We will not beg for a cease fire as we will continue (fighting)... no matter how long it takes." 

    


The speech comes as international mediators have launched a new push for negotiated cease-fires in Lebanon and Gaza. 
Kassem, a cleric and founding member of the Lebanese militant group, was named Tuesday to replace former longtime leader Hassan Nasrallah, who was killed in an Israeli airstrike on a Beirut suburb in late September. Kassem had served as Nasrallah's deputy for more than three decades.

    


Residents decry lethal airstrikes on Lebanese city of Sidon
SIDON, Lebanon -- A day after airstrikes shook Sidon, streets in the Lebanese coastal city were still veiled in dust and rubble. Six people were killed and 37 wounded, according to Lebanon's Health Ministry.
Excavators sifted through the debris, loading trucks with remnants of destroyed homes. Residents cleared shattered glass and plaster from gaping walls. The airstrikes hit two residential buildings opposite Sayyed Shohada, a Hezbollah-linked complex.
Local resident Abdullah Habli called the attack "a massacre against civilians."
"This building they bombed had no one in it. It housed poor, struggling people. This street is an ordinary residential street with ordinary, civilian residents. There are no weapons here," Habli added.
Before the strikes, Israel had warned 16 southern villages to evacuate north of the Awwali River -- but Sidon received no such warning.
"I haven't seen any military activity here at all," said Mahmoud Al Ghoul, displaced from Mays al-Jabal in the Marjeyoun province.
"(Israel) always claims Hezbollah fighters or weapons are in the area. But many of the areas it strikes have no Hezbollah, no Amal movement, or any other party," said Ali Al-Amin, who had been displaced from Tyre, another Lebanese city.
Main highway linking Syria with Lebanon reopens after strikes

BEIRUT -- The main Damascus-Beirut highway reopened after the Lebanese Army cordoned it off following apparent Israeli strikes on two vehicles along the route, Lebanon's Civil Defense said.
In a joint statement, the municipalities of Kahala and Aaraya blamed "the use of international roads and civilian vehicles for the movement of gunmen and the transfer of weapons and ammunition." The statement said it risks civilian lives and property along the route, and urged the Lebanese Army to intervene.
Along the same highway, another vehicle was struck in the Qmatieh town in the Aley province. Details of the target remain unclear.
The commander of the Lebanese Civil Defense's southern district fire and rescue unit, Saad Al Ahmar, told The Associated Press that his team participated in extinguishing fires in the areas of both strikes. He said the road has now been reopened.
UN Security Council warns Israel against attempts to dismantle UNRWA
UNITED NATIONS - The U.N. Security Council has warned Israel against any attempts to dismantle the U.N. agency that is a lifeline for Palestinian refugees in Gaza and demanded that all parties allow it to continue working in the embattled enclave.
In a strongly worded statement Wednesday, the U.N.'s most powerful body called the agency, known as UNRWA, "the backbone of all humanitarian response in Gaza."
It stressed that "no organization can replace or substitute UNRWA's capacity and mandate to serve Palestinian refugees and civilians in urgent need of life-saving humanitarian assistance."
Council members expressed "grave concern" at legislation adopted by Israel's parliament on Monday banning UNRWA from operating in the Palestinian territories -- Gaza, the West Bank and East Jerusalem. The law takes effect in 90 days.
The council urged the Israeli government "to abide by its international obligations, respect the privileges and immunities of UNRWA and live up to its responsibility to allow and facilitate full, rapid, safe and unhindered humanitarian assistance in all its forms into and throughout the entire Gaza Strip, including the provision of sorely needed basic services to the civilian population."
Gaza is in the throes of an escalating humanitarian crisis, with virtually its entire 2.3 million population surviving without enough food and the threat of famine looming.
The Security Council emphasized UNRWA's "vital role" in providing education, health care, relief and social services to Palestinian refugees not only in the Palestinian territories but in Jordan, Lebanon and Syria.
Israel has alleged that some of UNRWA's 13,000 staff members in Gaza participated in the Hamas attacks last year that sparked the war in Gaza. It also has said hundreds of UNRWA staff have militant ties and that it has found Hamas military assets in or under the agency's facilities.
Israeli military says T
uesday's strike on Gaza building was targeted
JERUSALEM -- An Israeli military official says the target of Tuesday's attack on a five-story building that Gaza health officials reported resulted in scores of deaths was a spotter with binoculars in the building, and that the intent was not to destroy the structure.
The military official agreed to provide details only on condition of anonymity, citing military protocol and the ongoing investigation into the incident.
The official said Wednesday the building was not known to be a shelter for civilians, and that it collapsed as a result of the strike on the spotter.
The Gaza Health Ministry said Tuesday that at least 70 people were killed in the first of two strikes on the northern Gaza town of Beit Lahiya, and that more than half of the victims were women and children. The Israeli military had earlier said it was investigating the strike. The Gaza Health Ministry's casualty tolls do not differentiate between civilians and militant fighters.
The official said there were discrepancies between the numbers of victims reported by authorities in Gaza and what Israeli intelligence indicates, and that the victims included known militants. The official did not provide detailed evidence to support that assertion.
The Israeli military has repeatedly struck shelters for displaced people in recent months. It says it carries out precise strikes targeting Palestinian militants and tries to avoid harming civilians, but the strikes often kill women and children.
--By Adam Schreck
Israeli hospital officials say rocket from Lebanon wounded 2
JERUSALEM -- Hospital officials in Israel say a rocket fired from Lebanon has wounded two men, one seriously.
The men were wounded by rocket shrapnel on Wednesday in Metula, an Israeli town just across the border from Lebanon, said a spokesperson for the Rambam Hospital, where they were airlifted.
There was no immediate comment from the Israeli military.
Hezbollah has fired thousands of rockets into Israel since Oct. 8, 2023, when it opened fire in solidarity with Hamas a day after its cross-border attack from the Gaza Strip. All-out war erupted last month, when Israel carried out large waves of airstrikes and killed Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah and most of his senior commanders. Israel launched a ground invasion at the start of October.
Israel issues an evacuation warning for the entire Baalbek city in eastern Lebanon
BEIRUT -- For the first time in the ongoing Israel-Hezbollah war, the Israeli army has issued an evacuation warning for residents in the entire eastern city of Baalbek, along with surrounding areas and key routes in the Bekaa Valley.
Earlier Wednesday, a drone strike targeted a van on Lebanon's Aaraya highway, a major road linking Beirut to the Bekaa, about 10 kilometers (6 miles) from the Lebanese capital, resulting in flames, according to Lebanese state media. Another vehicle in Bchamoun, roughly 10 kilometers (6 miles) southeast of Beirut, was also targeted, as reported by the state-run National News Agency. This is the first time in the conflict that the area is targeted.
The number of casualties and the intended targets were not yet known.
The area marked in Wednesday's evacuation order includes the ancient Roman temple complex, inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage site. On Oct. 6, an Israeli strike hit some 700 meters (750 yards) away from the ancient citadel, which houses two of the largest Roman temples in the world.
Norway wants clarity on Israel's obligation to Palestinians under international law
OSLO, Norway -- Norway is asking for a clarification on Israel's responsibility under international law when preventing the United Nations, international humanitarian organizations and states from helping Palestinians.
"The international community cannot accept that the U.N., international humanitarian organizations and states face systematic obstacles to being able to work in Palestine and provide humanitarian aid to the Palestinians under occupation," Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Store said Wednesday. "It undermines the Palestinians' right to vital aid. Then we have to react."
The U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees, also known as UNRWA, provides essential services to millions of Palestinians across the Middle East and has underpinned aid efforts in Gaza throughout the Israel-Hamas war. Legislation barring it from operating in Israel passed with an overwhelming majority Monday. Israel says UNRWA has allowed itself to be infiltrated by Hamas, with the militants siphoning off aid and using the agency's facilities as shields. UNRWA denies the allegations, saying it is committed to neutrality and acts quickly to address any wrongdoing by its staff.
Norway has called for a resolution in the U.N. General Assembly that asks the International Court of Justice "to give an advisory opinion on the duties of Israel as an occupying power to facilitate aid to the population of Palestine." Gahr Store added that a number of countries have expressed support for the initiative, in addition to UNRWA.
Under international law, Israel has an obligation to help the Palestinian population under occupation, Norwegian Foreign Minister Espen Barth Eide said.

"With this initiative, Norway wants to establish that no country can rise above its obligations under international law," Barth Eide said. "We see similar trends in other countries -- that leaders try to undermine humanitarian law and aid work in situations of crisis and conflict. We must stop this development."
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            A Palestinian medic was transporting dead bodies following an Israeli airstrike on a Gaza refugee camp on Wednesday when he realized that one of them was his mother.
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            In this image made from an Associated Press video, medic Abed Al Aziz Bardini cries over the body of his mother after he realizes it's her, shouting in Arabic, "Oh god, I swear she is my mother. I didn't know it was her," on Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Deir al-Balah on the Gaza Strip. (AP Photo/Abed Al Kareem Hana)
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            In this image made from an Associated Press video, medic Abed Al Aziz Bardini mourns next to the body of his mother on Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Deir al-Balah on the Gaza Strip. (AP Photo/Abed Al Kareem Hana)
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                                        DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip (AP) -- A Palestinian ambulance worker made a horrific discovery when the bloody sheet was lifted: The corpse on the stretcher was his own mother, killed by an Israeli airstrike Wednesday in central Gaza.
"Oh God, I swear -- she's my mother! I didn't know it was her!" Abed Bardini sobbed as he leaned over his mother, Samira, cradling her head in his arms. Fellow Red Crescent medics tried to console him.
Bardini had unknowingly sat in the ambulance beside her body, wrapped in a white sheet stained dark with blood, as the vehicle bounced across broken roads for about 2 kilometers (1.2 miles) toward Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al-Balah. 
Three people were killed and at least 10 wounded by the Israeli strike on a car in Maghazi refugee camp, according to Palestinian health officials and Associated Press journalists. Health officials at the hospital said two of the dead were men sitting in the vehicle, and the blast had fatally injured 61-year-old Samira Bardini as she stood nearby.

    


Abed Bardini was in one of two ambulances dispatched to the scene. Back at the hospital, he unloaded the stretcher with practiced professionalism, squinting into the late afternoon sun as he wheeled the body across the hospital courtyard. 




Inside, medical staff pulled back the blanket to check for signs of life, and Bardini's strength collapsed.
Later, his tears exhausted, he sat in the morgue beside Samira's body with his head in his hands, comforted by his Red Crescent colleagues. They held a funeral prayer over her body in the parking lot, then Bardini personally helped carry the body into an ambulance for burial.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
A spokesperson for the Israeli military did not immediately comment on the strike. Israel says it carries out precise strikes in Gaza targeting Palestinian militants and tries to avoid harming civilians. But the strikes often kill women and children.


    


Hamas-led militants killed some 1,200 people and abducted around 250 in the Oct. 7, 2023, attack on Israel that triggered the war. Israel's retaliatory war in Gaza has killed more than 43,000 Palestinians, according to local health authorities, who do not say how many were combatants but say more than half were women and children. Gaza's Health Ministry said Wednesday that 102 deaths were recorded over the past 24 hours.
___
Associated Press writer Jack Jeffery in Ramallah, West Bank, contributed to this report.
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            Elon Musk is pledging to give away $1 million a day to voters for signing his political action committee's petition backing the Constitution. The giveaway by the Donald Trump supporter is raising questions among some who say it's a violation of the law.
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            FILE - Elon Musk speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


PHILADELPHIA (AP) -- A Philadelphia judge has set a hearing Thursday morning in the city prosecutor's bid to shut down Elon Musk's $1 million-a-day sweepstakes in battleground states. The giveaways come from Musk's political organization, which aims to boost Donald Trump's presidential campaign.
Philadelphia District Attorney Larry Krasner, a Democrat, filed suit Monday to stop the America PAC sweepstakes, which is set to run through Election Day. Judge Angelo Foglietta will hear motions on the issue in a City Hall courtroom.
Matthew Haverstick, one of several lawyers representing the defendants, declined to say late Wednesday if Musk would attend the hearing. 
The sweepstakes is open to people in battleground states who sign a petition supporting the Constitution.
Krasner has said he could still consider criminal charges, saying he is tasked with protecting the public from both illegal lotteries and "interference with the integrity of elections."

    


Election law experts have raised questions about whether it violates federal law barring someone from paying others to vote. Musk has cast the money as both a prize as well as earnings for work as a spokesperson for the group.




Krasner, in the suit, said that America PAC and Musk "are indisputably violating Pennsylvania's statutory prohibitions against illegal lotteries and deceiving consumers."
Both Trump and Harris have made repeated visits to the state as they fight for Pennsylvania's 19 electoral votes.


    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Musk, who founded SpaceX and Tesla and owns X, has gone all in on Trump this election, saying he thinks civilization is at stake if he loses. He is undertaking much of the get-out-the-vote effort for Trump through his super PAC, which can raise and spend unlimited sums of money. 
He has committed more than $70 million to the super PAC to help Trump and other Republicans win in November.
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            Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin said Wednesday that North Korean troops wearing Russian uniforms and carrying Russian equipment are moving to the Kursk region near Ukraine, in what he called a dangerous and destabilizing move.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin said Wednesday that North Korean troops wearing Russian uniforms and carrying Russian equipment are moving toward Ukraine, in what he called a dangerous and destabilizing development.
Austin was speaking at a press conference in Washington with South Korean Defense Minister Kim Yong-hyun, as concerns grow about Pyongyang's deployment of as many as 12,000 troops to Russia. 
The U.S. and South Korea say some of the North Korean troops are heading to Russia's Kursk region on the border with Ukraine, where the Kremlin's forces have struggled to push back a Ukrainian incursion.
Some North Korean advance units have already arrived in the Kursk region, and Austin said "the likelihood is pretty high" that Russia will use the troops in combat.
North Korea's move to tighten its relationship with Russia has triggered alarms across the globe, as leaders worry about how it may expand the war in Ukraine and what Russian military aid will be delivered to Pyongyang in exchange.

    


Ukraine's U.N. Ambassador Sergiy Kyslytsya, speaking at an emergency meeting of the U.N. Security Council on Wednesday, said they expect as many as 4,500 North Korean troops to be at the border this week and to begin directly participating in combat operations against Ukrainian forces in November. 




Austin said officials are discussing what to do about the deployment, which he said has the potential to broaden or lengthen the conflict in Ukraine. Asked if it could prompt other nations to get more directly involved in the conflict, he acknowledged that it could "encourage others to take action" but provided no details.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"This is something that we're going to continue to watch, and we're going to continue to work with our allies and partners to discourage Russia from employing these troops in combat," Austin said. 
Kim said he doesn't necessarily believe the deployment will trigger war on the Korean Peninsula but could increase security threats.

    


There is a "high possibility" that Pyongyang would ask for higher technologies in exchange for its troops, such as receiving tactical nuclear and ballistic missile capabilities, he said through an interpreter.
Both Kim and Austin called on North Korea to withdraw its troops. 
Russia has had to shift some resources to the Kursk border region to respond to Ukraine's offensive. U.S. leaders have suggested that the use of North Korean forces to augment Russia's defenses indicates that Moscow's losses during the more than two-year war have significantly degraded its military strength. 
"They're doing this because (Russian President Vladimir) Putin has lost a lot of troops," Austin said, adding that Moscow has a choice between mobilizing more of its own forces or turning to others for help. 
Already, he noted, Russia has sought military weapons from other nations. Those include North Korea and Iran.
The U.S. has estimated there are about 10,000 North Korean troops now in Russia. But others have put the number higher. And Kyslytsya provided an array of more specific numbers and details to the U.N. Security Council.

    


The Ukrainian ambassador said up to 12,000 North Koreans were being trained at five bases in eastern Russia, including at least 500 officers and three generals from the General Staff. 
In addition to wearing Russian uniforms and carrying Russian small arms, Kyslytsya said they will be provided with Russian identity documents, "notably to conceal their presence." He said they are expected to be integrated into units manned by Russia's ethnic Asian minorities, including Buryats.
North Korea's U.N. Ambassador Kim Song defended his country's growing military cooperation with Russia and said Pyongyang stood ready to respond if Russia's "sovereignty and security interests" were threatened. 
Earlier, a senior South Korean presidential official, who spoke on condition of anonymity during a background briefing, said that more than 3,000 of the North Korean forces are believed to have moved toward combat zones in western Russia.

    


A Ukrainian official told The Associated Press that North Korean troops are stationed 50 kilometers (30 miles) away from the Ukrainian border with Russia. The official, was not authorized to disclose the information publicly and spoke on condition of anonymity, did not provide any additional detail.
North Korea also has provided munitions to Russia, and earlier this month, the White House released images it said were of North Korea shipping 1,000 containers of military equipment there by rail. 
A key worrisome question is what North Korea will get in return for providing the troops. But officials have yet to say specifically what Pyongyang may have requested or Moscow has offered.
In their meeting at the Pentagon, Kim and Austin agreed to continue large-scale military exercises, increase cooperation on nuclear deterrence and upgrade their abilities to deter and respond to North Korean missile launches by improving early launch warning systems, according to a fact sheet released by the Pentagon on Wednesday. 

Austin and Kim are scheduled to meet Thursday with Secretary of State Antony Blinken and South Korean Foreign Minister Cho Tae-yul at the State Department.
___
AP reporters Kim Tong-hyung in Seoul, South Korea, Illia Novikov in Kyiv, Ukraine, and Edith M. Lederer at the United Nations contributed.
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            FILE - This combination of two booking photos provided by the California Department of Corrections shows Erik Menendez, left, and Lyle Menendez. (California Dept. of Corrections via AP,File)
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            FILE - Lyle, left, and Erik Menendez sit with defense attorney Leslie Abramson, right, in Beverly Hills Municipal Court during a hearing, Nov. 26, 1990. (AP Photo/Nick Ut, File)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Erik and Lyle Menendez's resentencing hearing has been set for Dec. 11, when a judge will decide whether they will have a shot at freedom after spending 34 years behind bars for the shotgun killings of their parents in 1989 at their Beverly Hills home.
The date was decided Wednesday by Los Angeles County Superior Court Judge Michael Jesic after prosecutors submitted a recommendation for the brothers' resentencing last week. After an initial mistrial with a hung jury for each of the brothers, they were convicted of killing their parents, Kitty and Jose Menendez, and sentenced to life without parole in prison.
The brothers' attorneys never disputed the pair killed their parents, but argued that they acted out of self-defense after years of emotional and sexual abuse by their father. Much of the evidence related to abuse was excluded from their second trial. 

    


Los Angeles County District Attorney George Gascon said his office would recommend the brothers be given a sentence of 50 years to life, which would make them immediately eligible for parole since they were under the age of 26 when the crime was committed. 




If the judge approves the resentencing, the brothers will still need a state parole board to grant their release. California Gov. Gavin Newsom then has 150 days to review its decision.
Gascon said he took several factors into consideration when making his recommendation, including the brothers' rehabilitation in prison. In documents filed by his office, prosecutors pointed to the brothers' educational achievements -- both have attained several degrees -- and contributions to the community, such as a prison beautification program started by Lyle Menendez.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Multiple generations of family members of Erik and Lyle Menendez have pleaded for the brothers' release from prison, saying they deserve to be free because they had been "brutalized" and sexually abused by their father.

    


However, not everyone in Gascon's office agreed with his decision. One of the brothers' uncles also wants them to remain in prison. Those opposed to resentencing will likely have an opportunity to argue their case in front of the judge.
Their attorneys said the brothers will also have a hearing Nov. 25 regarding a habeas petition filed last year that asks the court to look at new evidence not previously introduced at their second trial. This could still potentially be another pathway to freedom.
The brothers also submitted a request to Newsom for clemency earlier this week. Gascon said Wednesday that he supports the request and that his office has sent letters of support to the governor.
"They have respectively served 34 years and have continued their educations and worked to create new programs to support the rehabilitation of fellow inmates," Gascon said in a statement.

Newsom mentioned the case on iHeartRadio's "Politickin'" podcast recently and said he was reviewing the matter. He noted that the Netflix drama " Monsters: Lyle and Erik Menendez Story " had brought attention to the case, with even his kids asking him about it, and that his team had examined Gascon's decision.
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            Waspi (Women Against State Pension Inequality) campaigners stage a protest on College Green in Westminster, London, as Chancellor of the Exchequer Rachel Reeves delivers her Budget in the Houses of Parliament, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (Jordan Pettitt/PA via AP)
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            Britain's Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rachel Reeves, looks up as she holds up the traditional red ministerial box containing her budget speech, as she poses for the media outside No 11 Downing Street, before departing to the House of Commons to deliver the budget in London, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Taxes, spending and borrowing all higher as the new Labour government seeks to 'rebuild' the UK

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 14 | 
            Britain's Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rachel Reeves, holds up the traditional red ministerial box containing her budget speech, as she poses for the media outside No 11 Downing Street, before departing to the House of Commons to deliver the budget in London, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 14

                                    
                                    Britain's Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rachel Reeves, holds up the traditional red ministerial box containing her budget speech, as she poses for the media outside No 11 Downing Street, before departing to the House of Commons to deliver the budget in London, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 14 | 
            Britain's Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rachel Reeves, third right, holds up the traditional red ministerial box containing her budget speech, as she poses for the media with her ministerial team, outside No 11 Downing Street, before departing to the House of Commons to deliver the budget in London, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 14

                                    
                                    Britain's Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rachel Reeves, third right, holds up the traditional red ministerial box containing her budget speech, as she poses for the media with her ministerial team, outside No 11 Downing Street, before departing to the House of Commons to deliver the budget in London, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 14 | 
            Britain's Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rachel Reeves, looks up as she holds up the traditional red ministerial box containing her budget speech, as she poses for the media outside No 11 Downing Street, before departing to the House of Commons to deliver the budget in London, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 14

                                    
                                    Britain's Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rachel Reeves, looks up as she holds up the traditional red ministerial box containing her budget speech, as she poses for the media outside No 11 Downing Street, before departing to the House of Commons to deliver the budget in London, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 14 | 
            Britain's Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rachel Reeves, holds up the traditional red ministerial box containing her budget speech, as she poses for the media outside No 11 Downing Street, before departing to the House of Commons to deliver the budget in London, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 14

                                    
                                    Britain's Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rachel Reeves, holds up the traditional red ministerial box containing her budget speech, as she poses for the media outside No 11 Downing Street, before departing to the House of Commons to deliver the budget in London, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 14 | 
            Britain's Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rachel Reeves, holds up the traditional red ministerial box containing her budget speech, as she poses for the media outside No 11 Downing Street, before departing to the House of Commons to deliver the budget in London, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 14

                                    
                                    Britain's Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rachel Reeves, holds up the traditional red ministerial box containing her budget speech, as she poses for the media outside No 11 Downing Street, before departing to the House of Commons to deliver the budget in London, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 14 | 
            Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer departs 10 Downing Street for the House of Commons and his weekly Prime Minister's Questions in London, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, the Chancellor of the Exchequer Rachel Reeves will deliver the budget following PMQ's. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 14

                                    
                                    Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer departs 10 Downing Street for the House of Commons and his weekly Prime Minister's Questions in London, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, the Chancellor of the Exchequer Rachel Reeves will deliver the budget following PMQ's. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 14 | 
            Britain's Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rachel Reeves, walks out of 11 Downing Street holding the traditional red ministerial box containing her budget speech, before departing to the House of Commons to deliver the budget in London, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, behind her is Darren Jones, Chief Secretary to the Treasury.(AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 14

                                    
                                    Britain's Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rachel Reeves, walks out of 11 Downing Street holding the traditional red ministerial box containing her budget speech, before departing to the House of Commons to deliver the budget in London, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, behind her is Darren Jones, Chief Secretary to the Treasury.(AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 14 | 
            Britain's Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rachel Reeves, holds up the traditional red ministerial box containing her budget speech, as she poses for the media outside No 11 Downing Street, before departing to the House of Commons to deliver the budget in London, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 14

                                    
                                    Britain's Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rachel Reeves, holds up the traditional red ministerial box containing her budget speech, as she poses for the media outside No 11 Downing Street, before departing to the House of Commons to deliver the budget in London, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 14 | 
            Waspi (Women Against State Pension Inequality) campaigners stage a protest on College Green in Westminster, London, as Chancellor of the Exchequer Rachel Reeves delivers her Budget in the Houses of Parliament, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (Jordan Pettitt/PA via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 14

                                    
                                    Waspi (Women Against State Pension Inequality) campaigners stage a protest on College Green in Westminster, London, as Chancellor of the Exchequer Rachel Reeves delivers her Budget in the Houses of Parliament, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (Jordan Pettitt/PA via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 14 | 
            Britain's Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rachel Reeves, holds up the traditional red ministerial box containing her budget speech, as she poses for the media outside No 11 Downing Street, before departing to the House of Commons to deliver the budget in London, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 14

                                    
                                    Britain's Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rachel Reeves, holds up the traditional red ministerial box containing her budget speech, as she poses for the media outside No 11 Downing Street, before departing to the House of Commons to deliver the budget in London, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 14 | 
            Britain's Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rachel Reeves, holds up the traditional red ministerial box containing her budget speech, as she poses for the media, with her ministerial team outside No 11 Downing Street, before departing to the House of Commons to deliver the budget in London, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 14

                                    
                                    Britain's Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rachel Reeves, holds up the traditional red ministerial box containing her budget speech, as she poses for the media, with her ministerial team outside No 11 Downing Street, before departing to the House of Commons to deliver the budget in London, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 14 | 
            Britain's Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rachel Reeves, holds up the traditional red ministerial box containing her budget speech, as she poses for the media outside No 11 Downing Street, before departing to the House of Commons to deliver the budget in London, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    12 of 14

                                    
                                    Britain's Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rachel Reeves, holds up the traditional red ministerial box containing her budget speech, as she poses for the media outside No 11 Downing Street, before departing to the House of Commons to deliver the budget in London, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            13 of 14 | 
            Britain's Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rachel Reeves, looks up as she holds up the traditional red ministerial box containing her budget speech, as she poses for the media outside No 11 Downing Street, before departing to the House of Commons to deliver the budget in London, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 14

                                    
                                    Britain's Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rachel Reeves, looks up as she holds up the traditional red ministerial box containing her budget speech, as she poses for the media outside No 11 Downing Street, before departing to the House of Commons to deliver the budget in London, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 14 | 
            Britain's Chancellor of the Exchequer Rachel Reeves carries the traditional red ministerial box containing her budget speech, as she leaves No 11 Downing Street on her way to the House of Commons to deliver the budget, in London, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (Justin Tallis/Pool Photo via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    14 of 14

                                    
                                    Britain's Chancellor of the Exchequer Rachel Reeves carries the traditional red ministerial box containing her budget speech, as she leaves No 11 Downing Street on her way to the House of Commons to deliver the budget, in London, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (Justin Tallis/Pool Photo via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            JILL LAWLESS and PAN PYLAS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        LONDON (AP) -- British Treasury chief Rachel Reeves raised taxes Wednesday by around 40 billion pounds ($52 billion) to plug a hole she claims to have identified in the public finances and fund the U.K.'s cash-starved public services, in a beefy budget that could set the political tone for years to come.
In the Labour Party's first budget since regaining power after 14 years in July, Reeves also changed the U.K.'s debt rules -- a move that will allow the government to borrow more to, as she explained, "invest, invest, invest," but which opposition figures described as a "fiddling of the books."
Her biggest cash commitment was an additional 25 billion pounds for the cherished National Health Service, which has seen waiting lists rise to record levels in the wake of the coronavirus pandemic. 
"The choices that I have made today are the right choices for our country," Reeves at the end of a statement that lasted almost 80 minutes. "To restore stability to our public finances. To protect working people. To fix our NHS. And to rebuild Britain."

    


The overall increase in taxes, which proportionately is the biggest for over three decades, comes in large part from an increase in the tax businesses pay for employing people. Reeves said it was needed because of the economic "black hole" left by the previous Conservative government.




The overall tax burden is forecast to rise from 36.4% of the U.K's annual GDP in 2024/25, to a "historic high" of 38.3% in 2027/28, according to the independent Office for Budget Responsibility.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The biggest single tax increase -- worth 25 billion pounds -- is a rise of 1.2 percentage points in national insurance contributions paid by employers and which will be paid on lower salaries . The levy, which was originally designed to pay for benefits and help fund the NHS but which is really absorbed into the overall tax take, will remain unchanged for employees. Reeves insisted that many smaller businesses will not be affected as she doubled an allowance that helps them offset their liability. 

    


Billions more will come from increases in capital gains tax and closing loopholes in the way inherited money is taxed, and raising taxes on those who use private jets or send their children to fee-paying schools. 
One tax that was surprisingly left unchanged was the levy that drivers pay at the gas pump, but taxes on alcoholic drinks were increased -- though a pint of draught beer or cider was cut by a penny.
Reeves used some of the taxes raised, along with extra borrowing, to increase spending for a number of government departments, including education. Schools will get more money to create breakfast clubs and upgrade facilities. 
She also set aside 11.8 billion pounds to compensate victims of an infected blood scandal in the 1970s and 1980s and 1.8 billion pounds to compensate victims of the Post Office Horizon scandal, in which hundreds of branch managers were wrongly convicted of theft and fraud as a result of a faulty computer system. 
The center-left Labour party won a landslide election victory July 4 after promising to end years of turmoil and scandal under successive Conservative governments, get Britain's economy growing and restore frayed public services. But the scale of the measures announced on Wednesday by Reeves exceeded Labour's cautious general election campaign.

    


Reeves and Prime Minister Keir Starmer say they inherited an economy that was in a far more parlous state than they thought. 
Reeves said her budget measures were needed to "fix the foundations" of an economy that she argued has been undermined by the Conservatives. They insist that they left an economy that was growing, albeit modestly, and borrowing back under control following the pandemic and the spike in energy costs in the wake of Russia's invasion of Ukraine.
During the election, Labour said it would not raise taxes on "working people" -- a loose term whose definition has been hotly debated in the media for weeks. Though Reeves did not increase taxes on income or sales, the Conservatives said hiking taxes on employers was a breach of Labour's election promise and would lead to lower wages. 

    


"Time and again, we Conservatives warned Labour would tax, borrow and spend far beyond what they were telling the country," said Rishi Sunak, the former prime minister who leads the party until his successor is announced on Saturday.
"And time and again, they denied they had such plans. But today, the truth has come out."
Reeves -- Britain's first female chancellor of the exchequer since the position was created 800 years ago -- also said she is tweaking the government's debt rules by accounting for assets as well as liabilities. The change will in effect free up billions more for investment in health, schools, transport and other big infrastructure projects, particularly in the transition to net zero.

    


Though the budget is arguably the most consequential since 2010 in the wake of the global financial crisis, Reeves will have been careful not to cause concern in financial markets. Two years ago, the short-lived premiership of Liz Truss foundered after a series of unfunded tax cuts roiled financial markets and sent borrowing costs surging. 
Early signs suggested some nervousness in the markets, with the interest rates charged on British government debt edging higher following Reeves' statement. 
Part of the reason appears to be that big changes in tax and spend do not appear to be doing much to bolster the economy. The Office for Budget Responsibility, which provides the forecasts for the government, said the economy will get a boost over the coming couple of years but that growth subsequently will be lower than previously thought. 
Thomas Pope, deputy chief economist at the Institute for Government think tank, said the budget marked a "really big shift," particularly on tax

"The proceeds of that tax revenue is going to be spent on public services, on investments that Rachel Reeves will hope, in five years at least, means that people feel better off come the next election than they do right now," he said.
___
Associated Press video journalist Kwiyeon Ha contributed to this story,
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, listens to Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin as he visits areas impacted by Hurricane Helene in Damascus, Va., Thursday Oct. 3, 2024. At left is state Sen. Todd Pillion. (AP Photo/Steve Helber)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Supreme Court's conservative justices leave in place Virginia's purge of voter registrations

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            FILE - The Supreme Court building is seen, June 28, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2

                                    
                                    FILE - The Supreme Court building is seen, June 28, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, listens to Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin as he visits areas impacted by Hurricane Helene in Damascus, Va., Thursday Oct. 3, 2024. At left is state Sen. Todd Pillion. (AP Photo/Steve Helber)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2

                                    
                                    Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, listens to Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin as he visits areas impacted by Hurricane Helene in Damascus, Va., Thursday Oct. 3, 2024. At left is state Sen. Todd Pillion. (AP Photo/Steve Helber)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            MARK SHERMAN and DENISE LAVOIE

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
    
    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    



WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court's conservative majority on Wednesday left in place Virginia's purge of voter registrations that the state says is aimed at stopping people who are not U.S. citizens from voting.

One Virginian, whose registration was canceled despite living in the state her entire life, called the purge "a very bad October surprise."

The high court, over the dissents of the three liberal justices, granted an emergency appeal from Virginia's Republican administration led by Gov. Glenn Youngkin. The court provided no rationale for its action, which is typical in emergency appeals.

The justices acted on Virginia's appeal after a federal judge found that the state illegally purged more than 1,600 voter registrations in the past two months. A federal appeals court had previously allowed the judge's order to remain in effect.

    



The specter of immigrants voting illegally has been a main part of the political messaging this year from former President Donald Trump and other Republicans, even though such voting is rare in American elections.

Trump had criticized the earlier ruling, calling it "a totally unacceptable travesty" on social media. "Only U.S. Citizens should be allowed to vote," Trump wrote.

Youngkin said voters who believe they were improperly removed from the rolls can still vote in the election because Virginia has same-day registration.

"And so there is the ultimate, ultimate safeguard in Virginia, no one is being precluded from voting, and therefore, I encourage every single citizen go vote," Youngkin told reporters.

That option was noted also by the campaign of Vice President Kamala Harris, the Democratic nominee for the White House.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

"Every eligible voter has a right to cast their ballot and have their vote counted, and this ruling does not change that," campaign spokesman Charles Lutvak said in a statement. "Our campaign is going to make sure every eligible voter is able to vote. Voting by noncitizens remains illegal under federal law."

Rina Shaw, 22, of Chesterfield, Virginia, said she was born in Virginia, has lived in the state her whole life and has never left the U.S.

    



Shaw thinks she may have forgotten to check a citizenship box on a form when she was updating her voter registration at the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles while getting her learner's permit. 

"My first reaction was that that was just ridiculous and it shouldn't have been allowed in October, of all months. It should have been something that happened six months before the election rather than right on the eve of it," Shaw said.

She planned to cast her ballot during early voting on Wednesday and said she still found the error troubling. Shaw said her voter registration has now been restored. 

The Justice Department and a coalition of private groups sued the state earlier in October, arguing that Virginia election officials, acting on an executive order issued in August by Youngkin, were striking names from voter rolls in violation of federal election law.





The National Voter Registration Act requires a 90-day "quiet period" ahead of elections for the maintenance of voter rolls so that legitimate voters are not removed from the rolls by bureaucratic errors or last-minute mistakes that cannot be quickly corrected.

Youngkin issued his order on Aug. 7, the 90th day before the Nov. 5 election. It required daily checks of data from the state Department of Motor Vehicles against voter rolls to identify people who are not U.S. citizens.

Protect Democracy, one of the groups that brought the lawsuit, cited media interviews with other voters as showing that the Youngkin administration's purge has removed U.S. citizens from the voter rolls.

One example is Nadra Wilson, who lives in Lynchburg, Virginia, and told NPR she got swept up in the purge. "I was born in Brooklyn, New York. I'm a citizen," Wilson said, before showing her American passport as proof of her citizenship.

Project Democracy said in a statement that "this program removes eligible voters. Virginia has not presented any evidence of noncitizens participating in elections. Because there is none. And it's actually eligible VA voters that have been caught in the middle of this election-subversion scheme."

U.S. District Judge Patricia Giles said elections officials still could remove names on an individualized basis, but not through a systematic purge. 

Giles had ordered the state to notify affected voters and local registrars by Wednesday that the registrations have been restored.

Virginia's deadline to register to vote was Oct. 15, but since 2022, the state has allowed same-day registration, which allows people to register to vote in-person and immediately submit a provisional ballot after the deadline to register has passed. The state Department of Elections does not remove names from the voting rolls after the Oct. 15 deadline unless they are names of deceased people. 

Nearly 6 million Virginians are registered to vote.


In a similar lawsuit in Alabama, a federal judge this month ordered the state to restore eligibility for more than 3,200 voters who had been deemed ineligible noncitizens. Testimony from state officials in that case showed that roughly 2,000 of the 3,251 voters who were made inactive were actually legally registered citizens.

___

Lavoie reported from Richmond. Associated Press writers Matthew Barakat in Alexandria, Virginia, and Lindsay Whitehurst contributed to this report.
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            A McDonald's Quarter Pounder hamburger and fries are shown in this photograph, in New York's Times Square, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Federal officials on Wednesday reported more cases of E. coli poisoning among people who ate at McDonald's, as government investigators seeking the outbreak's source identified an "onion grower of interest" in Washington state.
The Food and Drug Administration said 90 people across 13 states have fallen ill in the outbreak, up from 75 at the end of last week. The number of people hospitalized increased by five, to 27 people. One death has been tied to the outbreak.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Officials have said raw, slivered onions on McDonald's Quarter Pounder hamburgers are the likely source of the E. coli. McDonald's said the onions came from a single supplier, the California-based Taylor Farms. The company has since recalled the yellow onions it sent to McDonald's and other restaurant chains. 
The FDA said Wednesday it has begun inspecting Taylor Farm's processing center in Colorado Springs as well as an "onion grower of interest" in Washington state. It did not name the grower.

    


More than 80% of people with E. coli interviewed by government investigators reported eating McDonald's items containing fresh, slivered onions, the FDA noted.




McDonald's said last week that onions from the Colorado Springs facility were distributed to approximately 900 of its restaurants, including some in transportation hubs like airports. The restaurant chain announced that it would resume serving Quarter Pounders at hundreds of its restaurants after testing ruled out beef patties as the source of the outbreak.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The strain of E. coli behind the outbreak can cause dangerous diarrhea and lead to kidney failure and other serious problems. It causes about 74,000 infections in the U.S. annually, leading to more than 2,000 hospitalizations and 61 deaths each year, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
FDA officials said Wednesday the current risk of illness "is low because the onions have been recalled and should no longer be available." They noted that all of the reported cases occurred before Taylor Farms and McDonald's removed the onions from the market.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    FILE - People walk by the One Franklin Square Building, home of The Washington Post newspaper, in downtown Washington, Feb. 21, 2019. (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais, File)
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                                        The Washington Post has lost at least 250,000 subscribers since announcing last Friday that it would not endorse a candidate for president -- roughly 10 percent of its digital following, the newspaper reported Wednesday.
The Post would not officially confirm that figure, saying it was a private company, but it was reported in a story in the newspaper that cited documents and two unnamed sources who were familiar with the figures. Another non-endorsement last week has caused thousands of Los Angeles Times readers to cancel subscriptions, although not nearly at the Post's level.
One journalism historian, Jon Marshall at Northwestern University, said he had a hard time recalling a comparable response, although a boycott of the Arkansas Gazette when it supported the integration of Little Rock schools in 1957 cost that newspaper more than $20 million in today's dollars.

    


The Post's owner, Jeff Bezos, said presidential endorsements create a perception of bias at the newspaper while having little real influence on how readers vote. His said his only regret was making the decision known when passions are heated so close to Election Day; the paper's editorial staff had reportedly prepared an endorsement of Democrat Kamala Harris.




"A lot of people would have forgotten about the Harris endorsement slated to run in the newspaper," the Post's media critic, Erik Wemple, wrote. "Few will forget about the decision not to publish it."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The Post's executive editor, Matt Murray, told employees in a staff meeting that there were "several positive days" of new subscribers signing up, although he didn't mention any numbers, the newspaper reported.
Some of the Post's angry digital readers have also already paid for a year's access, and will retain that until their subscriptions expire.
"After another month or so, the election will have ended, and there may be people who say that 'I need the Post more than they need me' and come back," said Rick Edmonds, media business analyst at the Poynter Institute.

    


The Post also saw a big increase in subscribers during Donald Trump's presidency from people attracted to the newspaper's aggressive coverage, raising the possibility of a repeat if the man that the newspaper wasn't prepared to endorse is returned to office.

In the meantime, Edmonds said, "it's very bad." After losing readers during the Biden administration, the Post had reportedly seen positive signs of growth -- until this week.
___
David Bauder writes about media for the AP. Follow him at http://x.com/dbauder.
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            People prone to seasonal affective disorder, also known as seasonal depression, are bracing themselves as winter approaches. Here are some strategies to get through the dark days.
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            Miriam Cherry poses for a photo in her home where she uses a light therapy device to treat seasonal affective disorder, in Larchmont, New York, on Sept. 4, 2024. (Miriam Cherry via AP)
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                                        As winter approaches and daylight hours grow shorter, people prone to seasonal depression can feel it in their bodies and brains.
"It's a feeling of panic, fear, anxiety and dread all in one," said Germaine Pataki, 63, of Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. 
She's among the millions of people estimated to have seasonal affective disorder, or SAD. Her coping strategies include yoga, walking and an antidepressant medication. She's also part of a Facebook group for people with SAD. 
"I try to focus on helping others through it," Pataki said. "This gives me purpose."
People with SAD typically have episodes of depression that begin in the fall and ease in the spring or summer. Changing the clocks back to standard time, which happens this weekend, can be a trigger for SAD. A milder form, subsyndromal SAD, is recognized by medical experts, and there's also a summer variety of seasonal depression, though less is known about it.
In 1984, a team led by Dr. Norman Rosenthal, then a researcher at the National Institutes of Health, first described SAD and coined the term. "I believe that because it is easy to remember, the acronym has stuck," he said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
What causes seasonal affective disorder?
Scientists are learning how specialized cells in our eyes turn the blue wavelength part of the light spectrum into neural signals affecting mood and alertness. 
Sunlight is loaded with the blue light, so when the cells absorb it, our brains' alertness centers are activated and we feel more wakeful and possibly even happier.
Researcher Kathryn Roecklein at the University of Pittsburgh tested people with and without SAD to see how their eyes reacted to blue light. As a group, people with SAD were less sensitive to blue light than others, especially during winter months. That suggests a cause for wintertime depression.
"In the winter, when the light levels drop, that combined with a lower sensitivity, might be too low for healthy functioning, leading to depression," Roecklein said.
Miriam Cherry, 50, of Larchmont, New York, said she spent the summer planning how she would deal with her winter depression. "It's like clockwork," Cherry said. "The sunlight is low. The day ends at 4:45, and suddenly my mood is horrible."

    


Does light therapy help?
Many people with SAD respond to light therapy, said Dr. Paul Desan of Yale University's Winter Depression Research Clinic. 
"The first thing to try is light," Desan said. "When we get patients on exposure to bright light for a half an hour or so every morning, the majority of patients get dramatically better. We don't even need medications."
The therapy involves devices that emit light about 20 times brighter than regular indoor light. 
Research supports using a light that's about 10,000 lux, a measure of brightness. You need to use it for 30 minutes every morning, according to the research. Desan said this can help not only people with SAD but also those with less-severe winter blahs.
Special lights run from $70 to $400. Some products marketed for SAD are too dim to do much good, Desan said. 
Yale has tested products and offers a list of recommendations, and the nonprofit Center for Environmental Therapeutics has a consumer guide to selecting a light. 
If your doctor diagnosed you with SAD, check with your insurance company to see if the cost of a light might be covered, Desan suggested.

    


What about talk therapy or medication?
Antidepressant medications are a first-line treatment for SAD, along with light therapy. Doctors also recommend keeping a regular sleep schedule and walking outside, even on cloudy days.
Light therapy's benefits can fade when people stop using it. One type of talk therapy -- cognitive behavioral therapy, or CBT -- has been shown in studies to have more durable effects, University of Vermont researcher Kelly Rohan said. 
CBT involves working with a therapist to identify and modify unhelpful thoughts.
"A very common thought that people have is 'I hate winter,'" Rohan said. "Reframe that into something as simple is 'I prefer summer to winter,'" she suggested. "It's a factual statement, but it has a neutral effect on mood."
Working with a therapist can help people take small steps toward having fun again, Rohan said. Try planning undemanding but enjoyable activities to break out of hibernation mode, which "could be as simple as meeting a friend for coffee," Rohan said.

    


What else might work?
People with SAD have half the year to create coping strategies, and some have found hacks that work for them -- though there may be scant scientific support.
Elizabeth Wescott, 69, of Folsom, California, believes contrast showers help her. It's a water therapy borrowed from sports medicine that involves alternating hot and cold water while taking a shower. She also uses a light box and takes an antidepressant.
"I'm always looking for new tools," Wescott said.
Cherry in New York is devoting a corner of her garden to the earliest blooming flowers: snowdrops, winter aconite and hellebores. These bloom as early as February.
"That's going to be a sign to me that this isn't going to last forever," Cherry said. "It will get better, and spring is on its way."

    


___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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            People gather in front of a destroyed building hit in an Israeli airstrike in Tyre, Lebanon, Monday, Oct. 28, 2024.(AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            A rescue worker uses a bulldozer to remove the debris of destroyed buildings hit in Israeli airstrikes in Tyre, Lebanon, Monday, Oct. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            FILE - In this June 7, 2017, file photo, Brett McGurk, the U.S. envoy for the global coalition against IS, speaks during a news conference at the U.S. Embassy Baghdad, Iraq. (AP Photo/Hadi Mizban, File)
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            FILE - Senior Advisor to U.S. President Joe Biden, Amos Hochstein, gives a statement to the media after his meeting with Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri in Beirut, Lebanon, on March 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein, File)
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            Palestinians mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at a hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            FILE - Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu speaks during a ceremony marking the Hebrew calendar anniversary of the Hamas attack on October 7 last year that sparked the ongoing war in Gaza, at the Mount Herzl military cemetery in Jerusalem, Israel, on Oct. 27, 2024. (Gil Cohen-Magen/Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            FILE - A general view of a base of the United Nations peacekeeping forces in Lebanon (UNIFIL) at the Lebanese-Israeli border, in the southern village of Markaba, on April 7, 2023. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar, File)
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            FILE -UN peacekeepers (UNIFIL) patrol along the Lebanese side of the border with Israel, seen from Israel, Thursday, July 6, 2023. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit, File)
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            FILE - Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sissi gestures during a joint news conference in Cairo, Egypt, on Oct. 25, 2023. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena, Pool, File)
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            A rescue worker uses a bulldozer to remove the debris of destroyed buildings hit in Israeli airstrikes in Tyre, Lebanon, Monday, Oct. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            FILE - In this June 7, 2017, file photo, Brett McGurk, the U.S. envoy for the global coalition against IS, speaks during a news conference at the U.S. Embassy Baghdad, Iraq. (AP Photo/Hadi Mizban, File)
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            FILE - Senior Advisor to U.S. President Joe Biden, Amos Hochstein, gives a statement to the media after his meeting with Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri in Beirut, Lebanon, on March 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein, File)
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            Palestinians mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at a hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            FILE - Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu speaks during a ceremony marking the Hebrew calendar anniversary of the Hamas attack on October 7 last year that sparked the ongoing war in Gaza, at the Mount Herzl military cemetery in Jerusalem, Israel, on Oct. 27, 2024. (Gil Cohen-Magen/Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            FILE - A general view of a base of the United Nations peacekeeping forces in Lebanon (UNIFIL) at the Lebanese-Israeli border, in the southern village of Markaba, on April 7, 2023. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar, File)
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            FILE -UN peacekeepers (UNIFIL) patrol along the Lebanese side of the border with Israel, seen from Israel, Thursday, July 6, 2023. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit, File)
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            FILE - Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sissi gestures during a joint news conference in Cairo, Egypt, on Oct. 25, 2023. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena, Pool, File)
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                                        BEIRUT (AP) -- The United States and other mediators are ramping up efforts to halt the wars in Lebanon and the Gaza Strip, circulating new proposals to wind down the regional conflict during the Biden administration's final months.
Negotiations on both fronts have been stalled for months and none of the warring parties have shown any sign of backing down from their demands.
Senior White House officials Brett McGurk and Amos Hochstein are scheduled to visit Israel on Thursday for talks on possible cease-fires in both Lebanon and Gaza, and the release of hostages held by Hamas. CIA Director Bill Burns will go to Egypt to discuss those efforts.
A proposal to end the war between Israel and Hezbollah calls for a two-month cease-fire during which Israeli forces would withdraw from Lebanon, and Hezbollah would end its armed presence along the country's southern border, two other officials familiar with the talks said.

    


But Israel is unlikely to trust U.N. peacekeepers and Lebanese troops to keep Hezbollah out of a reestablished buffer zone in Lebanon. It wants the freedom to strike the militants if needed. Lebanese officials want a complete withdrawal.




Separately, the U.S., Egypt and Qatar have proposed a four-week cease-fire in Gaza during which Hamas would release up to 10 hostages, according to an Egyptian official and a Western diplomat.
But Hamas still appears unwilling to release scores of hostages without securing a lasting cease-fire and a full Israeli withdrawal from Gaza, even after the killing of its top leader, Yahya Sinwar. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has insisted on lasting Israeli control over parts of the territory.

    


In Lebanon, a push to revive the UN resolution that ended the last war
During his visit to Beirut last week, Hochstein met with Lebanon's Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri. They agreed on a roadmap on how to implement U.N. Security Council resolution 1701, which ended the 34-day Israel-Hezbollah war in 2006, according to a Lebanese official who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss the closed-door talks.
The resolution stipulates a cease-fire between Israel and Hezbollah, withdrawal of Israeli forces from all Lebanese territory, and withdrawal of all armed forces except for U.N. peacekeepers and the Lebanese army from the area south of the Litani River, some 30 kilometers (20 miles) north of the border.
On Wednesday, Hezbollah's newly chosen leader, Naim Kassem, said the group will not "beg" for a cease-fire. "If the Israelis decide to stop the aggression, we say that we accept, but according to the conditions that we see as suitable," he said during a televised address. 
Israel has not publicly commented on the proposal to end the fighting in Lebanon, which started more than a year ago and dramatically intensified in mid-September. Lebanon's caretaker prime minister, Najib Mikati, told a Lebanese TV station that he spoke with Hochstein ahead of his trip to Israel and was "cautiously optimistic." 
U.S. officials say there are competing proposals being discussed for a cease-fire in Lebanon, including one idea calling for an immediate truce followed by two months to fully implement the resolution.

    


The Lebanese official said that once a cease-fire is reached, a 60-day period will start in which the Lebanese army and the peacekeeping force known as UNIFIL would deploy in the border area as Israeli forces and Hezbollah fighters withdraw.
The Lebanese official said the roadmap includes increasing the number of U.N. peacekeepers from 10,000 to 15,000 and boosting the number of Lebanese troops south of the Litani from 4,000 to 15,000.
Resolution 1701 also called for "the disarmament of all armed groups in Lebanon," including Hezbollah, but that is not part of the initial implementation phase under the current proposal.
Another official familiar with the talks said Israel has requested that any deal include measures to prevent Hezbollah from rearming and guarantees that Israel would be able to act in the buffer zone to combat threats from the militant group.
It is unclear if Lebanon would agree to a deal that allows Israel to continue military operations on Lebanese territory. Lebanese officials have insisted there should be no alteration to Resolution 1701, which stipulates a full Israeli withdrawal.

    


Hezbollah has said it will not halt its rocket fire on Israel unless there is a cease-fire in Gaza. It is not clear whether that stance has changed after the killing of Hezbollah's longtime leader, Hassan Nasrallah, and several other top commanders in Israeli airstrikes last month.
The U.S. hopes the cease-fire initiatives can prevent the war in Lebanon from becoming as destructive as the war in Gaza, even as it supports Israel's efforts to clear out Hezbollah infrastructure along the country's southern border, said U.S. State Department spokesperson Matthew Miller. 

    


Mediators propose a limited cease-fire in Gaza
The U.S., Egypt and Qatar have proposed a four-week cease-fire in Gaza in which eight to 10 hostages would be released, according to a senior Egyptian official.
Under the plan, humanitarian aid to Gaza would be scaled up, but there would be no guarantees of future talks on a permanent cease-fire, the official said. 
Hamas-led militants killed some 1,200 people and abducted around 250 in the Oct. 7 attack that triggered the war. Israel's retaliatory offensive has killed over 43,000 Palestinians, according to local health authorities, who do not say how many were combatants but say more than half were women and children.
Around 100 hostages are still being held in Gaza, about a third of whom are believed to be dead.
The latest proposal is based on an initiative by Egypt's President Abdel Fattah el-Sissi, who proposed a two-day cease-fire in exchange for the release of four hostages last week. 
Netanyahu, who has always said he is open to temporary truces for the release of hostages, said in a statement that he had not received a formal proposal based on the Egyptian initiative but "would have accepted it immediately."
Hamas has said it is open to discussing alternative proposals but has stood by its demands for a lasting cease-fire, an Israeli withdrawal and the release of Palestinian prisoners.
The Egyptian official said the mediators were not optimistic. 

A Western diplomat in Cairo confirmed that their government had been briefed on the proposal, saying it was being pursued in parallel to the efforts for a cease-fire in Lebanon. Both officials in Egypt spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to publicly discuss the talks.
___
Frankel reported from Jerusalem and Magdy from Cairo. Associated Press writers Aamer Madhani and Matthew Lee in Washington contributed.
___
Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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                    FILE - This artist depiction shows Massachusetts Air National Guardsman Jack Teixeira, right, appearing in U.S. District Court in Boston, April 14, 2023. (Margaret Small via AP, File)
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                                        BOSTON (AP) -- Prosecutors plan to argue that a Massachusetts Air National Guard member who pleaded guilty to leaking highly classified military documents about the war in Ukraine should serve nearly 17 years in prison.
In a sentencing memorandum filed Tuesday, prosecutors said Jack Teixeira "perpetrated one of the most significant and consequential violations of the Espionage Act in American history."
"As both a member of the United States Armed Forces and a clearance holder, the defendant took an oath to defend the United States and to protect its secrets -- secrets that are vital to U.S. national security and the physical safety of Americans serving overseas," prosecutors wrote. "Teixeira violated his oath, almost every day, for over a year."
Teixeira's attorneys will argue that U.S. District Judge Indira Talwani should sentence him to 11 years in prison. He is scheduled to be sentenced Nov. 12.

    


In their sentencing memorandum, they acknowledged that their client "made a terrible decision which he repeated over 14 months."
"It's a crime that deserves serious consequences," the attorneys wrote. "Jack has thoroughly accepted responsibility for the wrongfulness of his actions and stands ready to accept whatever punishment must now be imposed."


Teixeira, of North Dighton, Massachusetts, pleaded guilty in March to six counts of the willful retention and transmission of national defense information under the Espionage Act nearly a year after he was arrested in the most consequential national security leak in years.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The 22-year-old admitted that he illegally collected some of the nation's most sensitive secrets and shared them with other users on the social media platform Discord.
When Teixeira pleaded guilty, prosecutors said they would seek a prison term at the high end of the sentencing range. But the defense wrote Tuesday that the 11 years is a "serious and adequate to account for deterrence considerations and would be essentially equal to half the life that Jack has lived thus far."

    


Describing Teixeira as autistic, isolated and spending most of his time online especially with his Discord community, his attorneys said Teixeira's actions, though criminal, were never meant to "harm the United States." He also had no prior criminal record.
"Instead, his intent was to educate his friends about world events to make certain they were not misled by misinformation," the attorneys wrote. "To Jack, the Ukraine war was his generation's World War II or Iraq, and he needed someone to share the experience with."
Prosecutors, though, countered that Teixeira does not suffer from an intellectual disability that prevents him from knowing right from wrong. They argued that Teixeira's post-arrest diagnosis as having "mild, high-functioning" autism "is of questionable relevance in these proceedings."
"Whatever developmental or social difficulties Teixeira may have experienced, his decision to illegally disclose national defense information and put the lives of other people at risk was a volitional choice that he made knowingly, willfully, and with full awareness of the consequences time and time again," prosecutors wrote.

    


The security breach raised alarm over America's ability to protect its most closely guarded secrets and forced the Biden administration to scramble to try to contain the diplomatic and military fallout. The leaks embarrassed the Pentagon, which tightened controls to safeguard classified information and disciplined members found to have intentionally failed to take required action about Teixeira's suspicious behavior.
Teixeira, who was part of the 102nd Intelligence Wing at Otis Air National Guard Base in Massachusetts, worked as a cyber transport systems specialist, which is essentially an information technology specialist responsible for military communications networks. He remains in the Air National Guard in an unpaid status, an Air Force official said.
Authorities said he first typed out classified documents he accessed and then began sharing photographs of files that bore SECRET and TOP SECRET markings. Prosecutors also said he tried to cover his tracks before his arrest, and authorities found a smashed tablet, laptop and Xbox gaming console in a dumpster at his house.


    


The leak exposed to the world unvarnished secret assessments of Russia's war in Ukraine, including information about troop movements in Ukraine, and the provision of supplies and equipment to Ukrainian troops. Teixeira also admitted posting information about a U.S. adversary's plans to harm U.S. forces serving overseas.
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            America's eagles face a rising threat from a black market for their feathers used in Native American powwows and other ceremonies. A national repository issues them legally to tribal members, but the wait is long. (Video by: Matthew Brown, Produced by: Brittany Peterson)
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            FILE - This undated photo from a court document provided by the U.S. Attorney for the District of Montana shows golden eagle feet recovered by law enforcement officers from a Washington state man's vehicle. (Courtesy of the U.S. Attorney for the District of Montana via AP, File)
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            FILE - An adult golden eagle circles overhead in a remote area of Box Elder County, Utah, May 20, 2021. (Spenser Heaps/The Deseret News via AP, File)
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            The exterior of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service's National Eagle Repository is seen in Commerce City, Colo., on March 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Brown)
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            Eagle feathers are displayed on a table at the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service's National Eagle Repository in Commerce City, Colo., on March 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Brown)
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            Eagle feathers are held by a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service employee at the National Eagle Repository in Commerce City, Colo., on March 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Brown)
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            Nakota Tribe member Perry Lilley, who says many feathers in his regalia were gifted to him or came from a dead eagle he found along a fence, participates in the grand entrance for a powwow at Montana State University Billings in Billings, Mont., on April 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Brown)
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            Perry Lilley of the Nakota Tribe, who says many feathers in his regalia were gifted to him or came from a dead eagle he found along a fence, poses for a photo during a powwow with his eagle feather fan and a short staff with an eagle foot at Montana State University Billings in Billings, Mont., on April 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Brown)
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            Kenneth Deputee Sr. with the Crow Indian Tribe participates in the grand entrance for a powwow at Montana State University Billings in Billings, Mont., on April 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Brown)
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            Eagle feathers adorn a headdress during a powwow in Montana, on April 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Brown)
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            Women hold feather fans during a powwow in Montana on April 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Brown)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 12 | 
            Beadwork depicting a bald eagle is worn by Nakota Tribe member Perry Lilley, who says many feathers in his regalia were gifted to him or came from a dead eagle he found along a fence, participates in the grand entrance for a powwow at Montana State University Billings in Billings, Mont., on April 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Brown)
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            FILE - This undated photo from a court document provided by the U.S. Attorney for the District of Montana shows golden eagle feet recovered by law enforcement officers from a Washington state man's vehicle. (Courtesy of the U.S. Attorney for the District of Montana via AP, File)
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            FILE - An adult golden eagle circles overhead in a remote area of Box Elder County, Utah, May 20, 2021. (Spenser Heaps/The Deseret News via AP, File)
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            The exterior of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service's National Eagle Repository is seen in Commerce City, Colo., on March 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Brown)
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            Eagle feathers are displayed on a table at the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service's National Eagle Repository in Commerce City, Colo., on March 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Brown)
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            Eagle feathers are held by a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service employee at the National Eagle Repository in Commerce City, Colo., on March 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Brown)
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            Nakota Tribe member Perry Lilley, who says many feathers in his regalia were gifted to him or came from a dead eagle he found along a fence, participates in the grand entrance for a powwow at Montana State University Billings in Billings, Mont., on April 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Brown)
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            Eagle feathers adorn a headdress during a powwow in Montana, on April 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Brown)
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            Women hold feather fans during a powwow in Montana on April 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Brown)
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                                        BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) -- America's golden eagles face a rising threat from a black market for their feathers used in Native American powwows and other ceremonies, according to wildlife officials, researchers and tribal members.
The government's response has been two-pronged: A crackdown on rings illegally trafficking dead eagles coupled with a longstanding program that lawfully distributes eagle feathers and parts to tribal members.
But that program has a yearslong backlog, and officials said illegal killings appear to be worsening, with young golden eagles in particular targeted because of high value placed on their white and black wing feathers. Golden eagles, which are federally protected but not considered endangered, already faced pressure -- from poisonings, climate change and wind turbines that kill eagles in collisions.
An investigation centered around a Montana Indian reservation recently landed its first conviction -- a Washington state man accused with others of killing thousands of birds including at least 118 bald and golden eagles and selling their parts in the U.S. and abroad.

    


He faces several years in prison during a Thursday sentencing and could be ordered to pay up to $777,250 in restitution, in a prosecution that's offered a rare glimpse into the black market.




Another investigation involving undercover agents recovered 150 golden and bald eagles over the past decade, with 35 defendants charged and 31 sentenced for wildlife violations, according to court records and federal officials.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Perry Lilley, a member of the Nakota Tribe in northern Montana, attends numerous powwows a year and says he has been solicited to buy eagle feathers. He said illegal shootings were "absolutely wrong" but sympathized with tribal members who don't want to wait years for eagle parts.
Eagle feathers are woven into Native American culture. Beyond powwow regalia, they're presented to high school graduates, used in marriage ceremonies and buried with the dead.

    


Exploiting Native traditions
A government repository in Colorado that provides dead eagles and their parts for free to tribal members keeps up with orders for individual feathers, such as for graduates. Yet it's unable to meet demand for eagle wings, tails and whole birds, even as powwows become more elaborate and competitive.
That's left an opening for criminals to exploit Native Americans trying to keep traditions alive.
"The amount of money that you can win in powwows has increased a lot in the last 10 years, which has increased some of the demand," said U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Chief of Law Enforcement Ed Grace. "If the price of feathers goes up, people ... become opportunistic, and see that you can make a lot of money in a relatively short period of time poaching eagles to provide for the feather trade."
Eagle feathers were on full display at a recent powwow in Billings, where dozens of Native Americans adorned with feathers paraded into a university fieldhouse to kick off dancing competitions. Their feet moved to the beat of a drum, its rhythmic sounds interrupted periodically by high-pitched singing.

    


Women carried eagle feather fans. Men wore eagle feather headdresses that bounced back and forth as they danced.
Leading the procession was a man wielding a staff topped with an eagle head. Behind him among tribal elders was Kenneth Deputee, Sr., from the nearby Crow Indian Reservation. 
Around his waist was a decorative piece strung with eagle feathers, and he carried a short wooden stick carved into a bald eagle head, a single feather hanging from it.
For Deputee, the feathers signify strength and offer protection.
"The feathers are very important," he said. "I'm 72 years old, but once I put that on, I'm ready to rock and roll. ... All that strength comes back to me, you know, so I'm ready to go out there and boogie woogie."
Comanche Nation member Bill Voelker describes powwows differently: more spectacle than spiritual, with some feathers bought online where eagle parts can cost hundreds of dollars. 
Not all powwows have cash prizes. 

    


A 'killing spree' in Montana
In the pending Montana poaching case, the defendant and accomplices allegedly killed about 3,600 birds -- including golden and bald eagles -- during what one defendant called a "killing spree." Prosecutors say the killings began in 2009 and continued until 2021 on the Flathead Reservation, home of the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes.
Such investigations are resource intensive and can take years, Grace said. That's difficult to sustain for an agency with about three law enforcement officers per state on average.
The case involving 150 eagle carcasses sprawled across several states and included two South Dakota pawn shops, with bird parts bought and sold including in Iowa, Montana, Nebraska and Wyoming.
"Almost all the information we receive on eagle trafficking comes from Native Americans, comes from tribes, comes from public citizens," Grace said. "And then we will look at that intell and specifically go after the larger trafficking groups."

    


Illegal shootings are a leading cause of eagle deaths, according to a recent government study. The pending Montana case emerged from an area with some of the highest concentrations of eagles and other raptors in the U.S. West.
Online posts from people selling eagle feathers illegally are relatively easy to find on internet marketplaces.
"The biggest atrocity in Indian country today is the powwow but no one will say that out loud because everybody takes part," said Voelker, who operates a tribally sanctioned feather repository and raptor shelter in southern Oklahoma.
Eagles on ice
Voelker's is one of two non-federal feather repositories in the U.S. Most dead eagles, parts and feathers received by tribal members come from the wildlife service's National Eagle Repository.
Inside the service's warehouse-sized building in a nature preserve outside Denver, a wildlife technician recently pulled a cold eagle carcass from a box.
He spread the wings, fanned the tail, examined the feathers, then methodically cut off the tail with a knife and severed the wings and feet with a garden lopper. The pieces went into separate plastic bags to be packaged and mailed to tribal members across the U.S.
The repository receives 3,500 dead bald and golden eagles annually from state wildlife agencies, avian rehabilitation facilities, zoos and other sources. It gets several thousand requests annually from tribal members for feathers, entire eagles and their parts.
Avian flu has slowed processing the birds at the repository; each eagle must now be tested to prevent its spread.
The longest backlog of requests is for young golden eagles. 
A dry-erase board in the processing area showed how demand far outstrips supply: 1,242 requests pending for whole immature golden eagles with only 17 available. More than 600 requests for wings; 40 available. Almost 450 tails requested; 17 available.
The repository is currently fulfilling requests for immature golden eagles made in 2013. Wait times for bald eagles or parts are up to two years.

Lilley, the Nakota member, said many feathers in his regalia were gifted to him or came from a dead eagle he found along a fence after it apparently had been shot.
He also received a golden eagle from the government repository years after applying for it.
Lilley recalled his excitement when the package arrived with a whole bird on dry ice.
"I had to get someone to show me how to pluck it, take the feathers off, tail feathers, talons, head and things like that," he said.
One of the bird's feet is affixed to the short staff Lilley wields during powwow dances. A wing is fashioned into a fan.
"For a dancer, when you're outside it gets pretty hot so that's kind of like your AC, that one fan," he said.
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            This image provided by Mariana Chuliver shows the oldest-known tadpole fossil found in Patagonia, Argentina. (Mariana Chuliver via AP)
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            This image provided by Mariana Chuliver shows paleontologist Matias Motta at the fossil site "Estancia La Matilde" in Patagonia, Argentina showing an adult specimen of the fossil frog Notobatrachus degiustoi. (Mariana Chuliver via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Scientists have discovered the oldest-known fossil of a giant tadpole that wriggled around over 160 million years ago.
The new fossil, found in Argentina, surpasses the previous ancient record holder by about 20 million years. 
Imprinted in a slab of sandstone are parts of the tadpole's skull and backbone, along with impressions of its eyes and nerves.
"It's not only the oldest tadpole known, but also the most exquisitely preserved," said study author Mariana Chuliver, a biologist at Buenos Aires' Maimonides University. 
Researchers know frogs were hopping around as far back as 217 million years ago. But exactly how and when they evolved to begin as tadpoles remains unclear.
This new discovery adds some clarity to that timeline. At about a half foot (16 centimeters) long, the tadpole is a younger version of an extinct giant frog.

    


"It's starting to help narrow the timeframe in which a frog becomes a frog," said Ben Kligman, a paleontologist at the Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History who was not involved with the research.
The results were published Wednesday in the journal Nature.


The fossil is strikingly similar to the tadpoles of today -- even containing remnants of a gill scaffold system that modern-day tadpoles use to sift food particles from water.
That means the amphibians' survival strategy has stayed tried and true for millions of years, helping them outlast several mass extinctions, Kligman said.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    FILE - The sun sets behind high tension power lines on Sept. 23, 2024, in the Porter Ranch section of Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The U.S. economy grew at a healthy 2.8% annual rate from July through September, with consumers helping drive growth despite the weight of still-high interest rates.
Wednesday's report from the Commerce Department said the gross domestic product -- the economy's total output of goods and services -- did slow slightly from its 3% growth rate in the April-June quarter. But the latest figures still reflect surprising durability just as Americans assess the state of the economy in the final stretch of the presidential race. 
Consumer spending, which accounts for about 70% of U.S. economic activity, accelerated to a 3.7% annual pace last quarter, up from 2.8% in the April-June period. Exports also contributed to the third quarter's growth, increasing at an 8.9% rate. 
On the other hand, growth in business investment slowed sharply on a drop in investment in housing and in nonresidential buildings such as offices and warehouses. But spending on equipment surged.

    


Wednesday's report also contained some encouraging news on inflation. The Federal Reserve's favored inflation gauge -- called the personal consumption expenditures index, or PCE -- rose at just a 1.5% annual pace last quarter, down from 2.5% in the second quarter and the lowest figure in more than four years. Excluding volatile food and energy prices, so-called core PCE inflation was 2.2%, down from 2.8% in the April-June quarter.




The report is the first of three estimates the government will make of GDP growth for the third quarter of the year. The U.S. economy has continued to expand in the face of the much higher borrowing rates the Fed imposed in 2022 and 2023 in its drive to curb the inflation that surged as the United States bounced back with unexpected strength from the brief but devastating COVID-19 recession of 2020. Despite widespread predictions that the economy would succumb to a recession, it has kept growing, with employers still hiring and consumers still spending. And with inflation steadily cooling, the Fed has begun to cut interest rates.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The report "sends a clear message that the economy is doing well, and inflation is moderating -- good news for the Federal Reserve,'' said Ryan Sweet, chief U.S. economist at Oxford Economics. 

    


Within the GDP data, a category that measures the economy's underlying strength rose at a solid 3.2% annual rate from July through September, up from 2.7% in the April-June quarter. This category includes consumer spending and private investment but excludes volatile items like exports, inventories and government spending. 
"Today's GDP report shows how far we've come since I took office--from the worst economic crisis since the Great Depression to the strongest economy in the world,'' President Joe Biden said. 
Other recent economic reports have also pointed to a still-healthy economy. In a sign that the nation's households, whose purchases drive most of the economy, will continue spending, the Conference Board said Tuesday that its consumer confidence index  posted its biggest monthly gain since March 2021. The proportion of consumers who expect a recession in the next 12 months dropped to its lowest point since the board first posed that question in July 2022.

    


At the same time, the nation's once-sizzling job market has lost some momentum. On Tuesday, the government reported that the number of job openings in the United States fell in September to its lowest level since January 2021. And employers have added an average of 200,000 jobs a month so far this year -- a healthy number but down from a record 604,000 in 2021 as the economy rebounded from the pandemic recession, 377,000 in 2022 and 251,000 in 2023.
On Friday, the Labor Department is expected to report that the economy added 120,000 jobs in October. That gain, though, will probably have been significantly held down by the effects of Hurricanes Helene and Milton and by a strike at Boeing, the aviation giant, all of which temporarily knocked thousands of people off payrolls.
Despite the continued progress on inflation, average prices still far exceed their pre-pandemic levels, which has exasperated many Americans and posed a challenge to Vice President Kamala Harris' prospects in her race against former President Donald Trump. Most mainstream economists have suggested, though, that Trump's policy proposals, unlike Harris', would worsen inflation.

    


At its most recent meeting last month, the Fed was satisfied enough with its progress against inflation -- and concerned enough by the slowing job market -- to slash its benchmark rate by a hefty half percentage point, its first and largest rate cut in more than four years. When it meets next week, the Fed is expected to announce another rate cut, this one by a more typical quarter-point. 

The central bank's policymakers have also signaled that they expect to cut their key rate again at their final two meetings this year, in November and December. And they envision four more rate cuts in 2025 and two in 2026. The cumulative result of the Fed's rate cuts, over time, will likely be lower borrowing rates for consumers and businesses.
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                    FILE - After crossing outside a crosswalk, a pedestrian, center, runs towards a crosswalk at the busy intersection of W. 96th Street and Broadway in the Upper West Side of New York Monday, Jan. 27, 2014. (AP Photo/Craig Ruttle, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Jaywalking -- that time-honored practice of crossing the street outside of the crosswalk or against the traffic light -- is now legal in New York City.
Legislation passed by the City Council last month officially became law over the weekend after Mayor Eric Adams declined to take action -- either by signing or vetoing it -- after 30 days. 
Council Member Mercedes Narcisse, a Brooklyn Democrat who sponsored the legislation, said Tuesday that the new law ends racial disparities in enforcement, noting that more than 90% of the jaywalking tickets issued last year went to Black and Latino people.
"Let's be real, every New Yorker jaywalks. People are simply trying to get where they need to go," she said in an emailed statement. "Laws that penalize common behaviors for everyday movement shouldn't exist, especially when they unfairly impact communities of color."

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: 'I'm walking here!': Jaywalking legalized in New York City
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Julie Walker reports on jaywalking becoming legal in New York City.

    


    


The new law permits pedestrians to cross a roadway at any point, including outside of a crosswalk. It also allows for crossing against traffic signals and specifically states that doing so is no longer a violation of the city's administrative code.




But the new law also warns that pedestrians crossing outside of a crosswalk do not have the right of way and that they should yield to other traffic that has the right of way.
Liz Garcia, an Adams spokesperson, declined to elaborate on the mayor's decision to let the bill become law without his action.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
But she noted the bill makes it clear that crossing against the light and mid-block is highly risky behavior. People may also still be liable in civil actions for accidents caused by jaywalking, Garcia added. 
"All road users are safer when everyone follows traffic rules," she said in a statement. "We continue to encourage pedestrians to take advantage of safety mechanisms in place -- such as daylighting, pedestrian islands, and leading pedestrian intervals -- by crossing in a crosswalk with the walk signal."

    


Other cities and states, from Denver and Kansas City, Missouri, to California, Nevada and Virginia have decriminalized jaywalking in recent years, according to America Walks, a Seattle-based group that's been tracking the proposals. 
"Cities that truly care about safety focus on street design, speeding and dangerously large vehicles," Mike McGinn, the group's executive director, said Tuesday. "Not jaywalking laws."
The laws were pushed by the auto industry in the 1930s as a way to keep people off streets and make more room for vehicles, according to America Walks.
The term "jaywalking" dates to the early 20th century and has its roots in Midwestern slang for a country bumpkin or rube, according to dictionary maker Merriam-Webster. 
In New York City, where struggles between pedestrians and motorists are constant, the jaywalking law had been on the books since 1958 and carried a penalty of up to $250.
In the 1969 film "Midnight Cowboy," Dustin Hoffman famously yells, "I'm walking here!" as his character is almost hit by a cab while crossing the street in Manhattan.

    


The Legal Aid Society, meanwhile, called the legislation long overdue. The non-profit organization, which provides free legal representation to New Yorkers that cannot afford a lawyer, said police for decades have used the violation as a pretext to stop, question and frisk residents -- especially those of color. 
"With this legislation now codified, we hope that both the Adams Administration and the City Council will continue to abolish relic laws that serve no public safety purpose and only ensnare people in the criminal legal system," the organization said in a statement.
The police department, in an emailed statement Wednesday, declined to weigh in on the new law other than to say it will "continue, along with the NYC Department of Transportation, to work tirelessly to increase traffic safety and to prevent collisions, especially those that result in injury or death."
Narcisse said officers she has spoken to say their time could be better spent on other police work, rather than issuing tickets for jaywalking. 

"No one's ever said, 'I'm so glad they caught that jaywalker.' By eliminating these penalties, we allow our police officers to focus on issues that truly matter," she said.
___
Follow Philip Marcelo at twitter.com/philmarcelo
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            Kamala Harris looked to distance herself Wednesday from the controversy over President Joe Biden's reference to Donald Trump's supporters and "garbage."
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            President Joe Biden, left, is escorted by Col. Tasha N. Lowery as he walks from Marine One after arriving at Fort McNair in Washington, Monday, Oct. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            President Joe Biden speaks during an event about his Investing in America agenda, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024, at the Dundalk Marine Terminal in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Daniel Kucin Jr.)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    



WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden took a swipe against Donald Trump's supporters as he reacted to the Republican presidential nominee's weekend rally at Madison Square Garden, which was overshadowed by crude and racist rhetoric. 

In a call organized by the Hispanic advocacy group Voto Latino, Biden on Tuesday responded to a comic at Trump's rally who called Puerto Rico a "floating island of garbage." Biden's initial comments were garbled.

"Just the other day, a speaker at his rally called Puerto Rico a floating island of garbage. Well, let me tell you something, I don't, I don't know the Puerto Rican that I know, the Puerto Rico where I'm fr -- in my home state of Delaware. They're good, decent honorable people," he said. 

The president then added: "The only garbage I see floating out there is his supporters. His demonization of Latinos is unconscionable, and it's un-American. It's totally contrary to everything we've done, everything we've been."

    



White House spokesman Andrew Bates said Biden "referred to the hateful rhetoric at the Madison Square Garden rally as 'garbage.'" 

Biden then took to social media to personally clarify what he said. 





"Earlier today I referred to the hateful rhetoric about Puerto Rico spewed by Trump's supporter at his Madison Square Garden rally as garbage -- which is the only word I can think of to describe it," he posted on X. "His demonization of Latinos is unconscionable. That's all I meant to say. The comments at that rally don't reflect who we are as a nation." 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

In referring to Trump's supporters as "garbage," however, Biden's tone was at odds with the message that Democratic nominee Kamala Harris is seeking to present as she aims to cast a broad appeal, including to disaffected Republicans. Shortly after Biden's comments, Harris spoke from the Ellipse in Washington, vowing to be a president who would unite the country.

    



"I pledge to be a president for all Americans," said Harris, who is Biden's vice president. 

Harris' running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, said the campaign's message of unity was not undercut by Biden's words.

Walz said Wednesday on "CBS Mornings" that the president "was very clear that he's speaking about the rhetoric we heard, so it doesn't undermine it." Walz added on ABC's "Good Morning America" that he and Harris "have made it absolutely clear that we want everyone as a part of this. Donald Trump's divisive rhetoric is what needs to end."

Republicans quickly highlighted Biden's remark. Trump called up Florida Sen. Marco Rubio during his rally in Allentown, Pennsylvania, to recount what happened.

"Moments ago Joe Biden stated that our supporters, our patriots, are garbage," Rubio said. "He's talking about everyday Americans who love their country."

Trump campaign spokesperson Karoline Leavitt said in a subsequent statement, "There's no way to spin it: Joe Biden and Kamala Harris don't just hate President Trump, they despise the tens of millions of Americans who support him." 

A Trump campaign fundraising text declared, "KAMALA'S BOSS JOE BIDEN JUST CALLED ALL MY SUPPORTERS GARBAGE!" before ensuring recipients that Trump himself thinks, "YOU ARE AMAZING!"

Even some prominent Democrats began distancing themselves from Biden's comments. Speaking on CNN, Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro said he would "never insult the good people of Pennsylvania or any Americans even if they chose to support a candidate that I didn't support." 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Elections, explained: We answer your election questions.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    



The comments recalled then-Democratic presidential nominee Hillary Clinton dismissing Trump supporters during a 2016 fundraiser in New York by saying that half would fit into a " basket of deplorables." 

Clinton later called that characterization "grossly generalistic." But it became a defiant rallying cry for many Trump backers who said the insult encapsulated the elitist attitudes of Clinton and the Democrats.

As reactions to Biden's reaction began to fly, meanwhile, Trump was asked in an interview Tuesday night with Fox News Channel's Sean Hannity about the racist and vulgar joke at his New York rally. He responded: "Somebody said there was a comedian that joked about Puerto Rico or something. And I have no idea who he is."

The former president added, "I can't imagine it's a big deal."

    



At a rally Tuesday in Allentown, Pennsylvania, a city with a large Hispanic population, Trump repeated his claim that Biden's immigration policies have allowed other countries to treat the U.S. like "a giant garbage can."

With Election Day now just a week off, Biden has worked to maintain relevance, furiously promoting his administration's accomplishments while Harris in her race against Trump. 

    



But his efforts to remain in the political spotlight might not always be so helpful for the top of the Democratic ticket he's now promoting. That's because, while Harris has been sharply critical of Trump for months, repeatedly calling him "unstable" and "unhinged" and even suggesting that he was " fascist," she has been careful not to decry his supporters. 

In fact, the vice president has campaigned extensively with former Republican Rep. Liz Cheney and other former GOP elected officials -- hoping to woo conservative crossover voters. The Democratic convention -- and Harris ads -- have highlighted the stories of everyday Americans who talked about having voted for Trump in the past but now say they are supporting the vice president. 

On Tuesday's call, Biden also said that Trump "doesn't give a damn about the Latino community" and urged rejection of the former president even as Trump's campaign says its support is rising among Hispanics, particularly men.


"Vote to keep Donald Trump out of the White House," Biden said. "He's a true danger to, not just Latinos but to all people. Particularly those who are in a minority in this country."
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            This combination of photos shows Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump, left, speaking at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York, and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, right, speaking at a campaign event at the Ellipse near the White House in Washington, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris delivers remarks during a campaign event at the Ellipse near the White House in Washington, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris arrives to deliver remarks during a campaign event at the Ellipse near the White House in Washington, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris arrives to deliver remarks during a campaign event at the Ellipse near the White House in Washington, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


NEW YORK (AP) -- In the shadow of the White House, seven days before the final votes of the 2024 election are cast, Kamala Harris vowed to put country over party and warned that Donald Trump is obsessed with revenge and his own personal interests.
Less than 48 hours earlier inside Madison Square Garden, Trump called his Democratic opponent "a trainwreck who has destroyed everything in her path." His allies on stage labeled Puerto Rico a "floating island of garbage" and made a baseless claim that Harris, a former prosecutor and senator who is trying to become the first woman to be elected president, had begun her career as a prostitute. 
Two nights and 200 miles apart, the dueling closing arguments outlined in stark terms the choice U.S. voters face on Nov. 5 when they will weigh two very different visions of leadership and America's future.

    


Trump's raucous rally, marked by crude and racist insults, highlighted the uglier elements of his coalition. But other parts of it underscored the former businessman's appeal as someone who vows to fix the economy and the border, and as a political outsider eager to defy any and all conventions despite the risks.




Harris, the vice president for the last four years, chose a more formal setting -- the grassy Ellipse near the White House -- to underscore the seriousness of this moment in American history and the threat Trump poses to democracy. She faced a massive audience in the same place where Trump addressed thousands of his loyalists on Jan. 6, 2021, before they stormed the U.S. Capitol in one of the darkest days of modern history. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
But more than simply reminding voters of the danger that Trump poses to U.S. democracy, Harris' remarks were designed to highlight her opponent's record of prioritizing his personal interests instead of the nation's.
"Donald Trump has spent a decade trying to keep the American people divided and afraid of each other. That's who he is. But America, I am here tonight to say: That's not who we are," Harris said. "I pledge to be a president for all Americans -- to always put country above party and above self."

    


Senior adviser Jen O'Malley Dillon noted that Harris' closing argument is designed to reach the narrow slice of undecided voters; many moderate Republicans are among them. 
"We know that there are still a lot of voters out there that are still trying to decide who to support -- or whether to vote at all," O'Malley Dillon said. "And this race is extremely close. We talk about it as a margin of error race. We know it is going to be closed out in this final week."
Trump's team is more focused on energizing his partisan base and reaching infrequent voters across the political spectrum who are frustrated by the direction of the country and looking for change.
Still, Trump framed his comments in recent days with a simple question that cuts across political lines, asking voters whether they are better off now than they were four years ago at the end of his first term. While the nation was still in the throes of the pandemic when Trump left office, polls indicate that most voters are unhappy with the direction of the country today.

    


Trump has vowed to stage the largest deportation operation in U.S. history and impose broad tariffs to generate revenue and boost American manufacturing. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Elections, explained: We answer your election questions.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Ever defiant facing criticism from even some Republicans, Trump on Tuesday called his Madison Square Garden event "a lovefest" and did not address the comments of pro-Trump comedian Tony Hinchcliffe, who called Puerto Rico a "floating island of garbage." Hinchcliffe also made demeaning jokes about Black people, other Latinos, Palestinians and Jews in his routine before Trump took the stage.
"Nobody's ever had love like that," Trump said of the hours-long Sunday event that featured his family members and high-level surrogates and supporters including billionaire Elon Musk, TV psychologist "Dr. Phil" McGraw and former Fox News host Tucker Carlson. "It was really love for our country."
The Republican former president on Tuesday also offered a dark assessment of Harris' leadership. He said that she "obliterated" the nation's borders, "decimated the middle class," brought "bloodshed and squalor" to major cities and "unleashed war and chaos all over the world."

    


"No person who has caused so much destruction and death at home and abroad should ever be allowed to be the president of the United States," Trump told dozens of supporters who gathered at his Florida estate. 
Trump senior adviser Jason Miller said Trump has made clear his plans to fix the economy, secure the southern border and "improve people's daily lives."
"Kamala Harris hasn't done any of that," he said. "It's a message of despair, personal attacks and nothing from Harris or her campaign about what they're actually going to do to help Americans. So it's a massive contrast."

    


Harris has largely moved on from the "joyful" campaigning style that defined her entrance into the presidential contest this summer. She pledged unity on Tuesday night, but she also cast Trump as someone driven more by revenge and grievance than a commitment to the people. 
"This is someone who is unstable, obsessed with revenge, consumed with grievance and out for unchecked power," Harris said. "This is not a candidate for president who is thinking about how to make your life better."
She spoke directly to Republican voters at times and promised to listen to those who didn't vote for her if elected. Harris previously said she would include a Republican in her Cabinet. 
"Unlike Donald Trump, I don't believe people who disagree with me are the enemy," she said. "He wants to put them in jail. I'll give them a seat at the table."
Heading into the speech, the Democrat's campaign was aware of criticism from her party's far-left base that she has been too focused on courting moderate Republican voters. They urged Harris to focus more on working-class priorities than the threat Trump poses to U.S. democracy.
Ultimately, the vice president's speech was designed to tie both issues together. She warned of Trump threatening democratic norms and vowed to take action against high grocery prices and help first-time home buyers with making a down payment.
Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro, a top Harris ally, said voters can "walk and chew gum at the same time -- meaning they can hear an argument about freedom and about something that affects their pocketbook. And I think she is certainly capable to prosecute both cases at the same time."
Sisters Michelle Detwiler and Renee Newell drove from Virginia to attend Harris' remarks at the Ellipse.

"We both have daughters and we're both here for them," Newell said. Detwiler said the location of the event is a "great counterpoint to the imagery of Jan. 6. D.C. is a great city for peaceful public gatherings. 
"We're so glad to be here and to experience the joy," she said. 
___
Associated Press writers Zeke Miller and Fatima Hussein in Washington and Jill Colvin in New York contributed. 
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            Ayman Jaber's memories are rooted in every corner of Mhaibib, the village in southern Lebanon he refers to as his "habibti," the Arabic word for "beloved." The village perched on a hill just north of the Lebanon-Israel border was leveled by a series of explosions. (AP Video: Malak Harb)
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            The Israeli military said on Wednesday it destroyed a tunnel network it claimed was used by Hezbollah militants in the area of Mhaibeb, a town in southern Lebanon.
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            This photo provided by Ayman Jaber shows a general view of Mhaibib, a Lebanese border village with Israel, south Lebanon, Nov. 30, 2023. (Courtesy of Ayman Jaber via AP)
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            Members of a displaced family, who fled from an Israeli airstrike in Mhaibib, a Lebanese border village with Israel, share memories of their village as they sit in their house in Aramoun village, southeast of Beirut, Lebanon, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Ayman Jaber speaks during an interview with The Associated Press at his house in Aramoun village, southeast of Beirut, Lebanon, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Zeinab Jaber, left, and her sister Fatima who were displaced from Mhaibib, a Lebanese border village with Israel, prepare coffee in their house in Aramoun village, southeast of Beirut, Lebanon, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Zeinab Jaber who was displaced from Mhaibib, a Lebanese border village with Israel, speaks during an interview with The Associated Press at her brother's house in Aramoun village, southeast of Beirut, Lebanon, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Zeinab Jaber, left, and her sister Fatima who were displaced from Mhaibib, a Lebanese border village with Israel, speak as they sit at the entrance of their house in Aramoun village, southeast of Beirut, Lebanon, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            This photo provided by Ayman Jaber shows a general view of Mhaibib, a Lebanese border village with Israel, south Lebanon, Nov. 30, 2023. (Courtesy of Ayman Jaber via AP)
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            Members of a displaced family, who fled from an Israeli airstrike in Mhaibib, a Lebanese border village with Israel, share memories of their village as they sit in their house in Aramoun village, southeast of Beirut, Lebanon, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Ayman Jaber speaks during an interview with The Associated Press at his house in Aramoun village, southeast of Beirut, Lebanon, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Zeinab Jaber, left, and her sister Fatima who were displaced from Mhaibib, a Lebanese border village with Israel, prepare coffee in their house in Aramoun village, southeast of Beirut, Lebanon, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Zeinab Jaber who was displaced from Mhaibib, a Lebanese border village with Israel, speaks during an interview with The Associated Press at her brother's house in Aramoun village, southeast of Beirut, Lebanon, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Zeinab Jaber, left, and her sister Fatima who were displaced from Mhaibib, a Lebanese border village with Israel, speak as they sit at the entrance of their house in Aramoun village, southeast of Beirut, Lebanon, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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                                        ARAMOUN, Lebanon (AP) -- Ayman Jaber's memories are rooted in every corner of Mhaibib, the village in southern Lebanon he refers to as his "habibti," the Arabic word for "beloved." The root of the village's name means "the lover" or "the beloved."
Reminiscing about his childhood sweetheart, the 45-year-old avionics technician talks about how the young pair would meet in a courtyard near his uncle's house.
"I used to wait for her there to see her," Jaber recalls with a smile. "Half of the village knew about us."
The fond memory contrasts sharply with recent images of his hometown.
Mhaibib, perched on a hill close to the Israeli border, was leveled by a series of explosions on Oct. 16. The Israeli army released a video showing blasts ripping through the village in the Marjayoun province, razing dozens of homes to dust.
The scene has been repeated in villages across southern Lebanon since Israel launched its invasion a month ago with the stated goal of pushing Hezbollah militants back from the border. On Oct. 26, massive explosions in and around Odaisseh sparked an earthquake alert in northern Israel.

    


Israel says it wants to destroy a massive network of Hezbollah tunnels in the border area. But for the people who have been displaced, the attacks are also destroying a lifetime of memories.




Mhaibib had endured sporadic targeting since Hezbollah and Israeli forces began exchanging fire on Oct. 8 last year.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Jaber was living in Aramoun, just south of Beirut, before the war, and the rest of his family evacuated from Mhaibib after the border skirmishes ignited. Some of them left their possessions behind and sought refuge in Syria. Jaber's father and two sisters, Zeinab and Fatima, moved in with him.
In the living room of their temporary home, the siblings sip Arabic coffee while their father chain-smokes.
"My father breaks my heart. He is 70 years old, frail and has been waiting for over a year to return to Mhaibib," Zeinab said. "He left his five cows there. He keeps asking, 'Do you think they're still alive?'"

    


Mhaibib was a close-knit rural village, with about 70 historic stone homes lining its narrow streets. Families grew tobacco, wheat, mulukhiyah (jute mallow) and olives, planting them each spring and waking before dawn in the summer to harvest the crops.
The village was also known for an ancient shrine dedicated to Benjamin, the son of Jacob, an important figure in Judaism. In Islam, he is known as the prophet Benjamin Bin Yaacoub, believed to be the 12th son of prophet Yaacoub and the brother of prophet Yousef.
The shrine was damaged in the 2006 war between Israel and Hezbollah, then renovated. Pictures show the shrine enclosed in a golden cage adorned with intricate Arabic inscriptions beside an old stone mosque crowned by a minaret that overlooked the village. The mosque and the shrine are now gone.
Hisham Younes, who runs the environmental organization Green Southerners, says generations of southerners admired Mhaibib for its one-or two-story stone homes, some built by Jaber's grandfather and his friends.

    


"Detonating an entire village is a form of collective punishment and war crime. What do they gain from destroying shrines, churches and old homes?" Younes asks.
Abdelmoe'm Shucair, the mayor of neighboring Mays el Jabal, told the Associated Press that the last few dozen families living in Mhaibib fled before the Israeli destruction began, as had residents of surrounding villages.
Jaber's sisters attended school in Mays al-Jabal. That school was also destroyed in a series of massive explosions.
After finishing her studies in Beirut, Zeinab worked in a pharmacy in the neighboring village of Blida. That pharmacy, too, is gone after the Israeli military detonated part of that village. Israeli forces even bulldozed their village cemetery where generations of family members are buried.
"I don't belong to any political group," Zeinab says. "Why did my home, my life, have to be taken from me?"
She says she can't bring herself to watch the video of her village's destruction. "When my brother played it, I ran from the room."

    


To process what's happening, Fatima says she closes her eyes and takes herself back to Mhaibib. She sees the sun setting, vividly painting the sky stretching over their family gatherings on the upstairs patio, framed by their mother's flowers.
The family painstakingly expanded their home over a decade.
"It took us 10 years to add just one room," Fatima said. "First, my dad laid the flooring, then the walls, the roof and the glass windows. My mom sold a year's worth of homemade preserves to furnish it." She paused. "And it was gone in an instant."
In the midst of war, Zeinab married quietly. Now she's six months pregnant. She had hoped to be back in Mhaibib in time for the delivery.
Her brother was born when Mhaibib and other villages in southern Lebanon were under Israeli occupation. Jaber remembers traveling from Beirut to Mhaibib, passing through Israeli checkpoints and a final crossing before entering the village. 

    


"There were security checks and interrogations. The process used to take a full or half a day," he says. And inside the village, they always felt like they were "under surveillance."
His family also fled the village during the war with Israel in 2006, and when they returned they found their homes vandalized but still standing. An uncle and a grandmother were among those killed in the 34-day conflict, but a loquat tree the matriarch had planted next to their home endured.
This time, there is no home to return to and even the loquat tree is gone.

Jaber worries Israel will again set up a permanent presence in southern Lebanon and that he won't be able to reconstruct the home he built over the last six years for himself, his wife and their two sons.
"When this war ends, we'll go back," Ayman says quietly. "We'll pitch tents if we have to and stay until we rebuild our houses."
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            Israeli police and rescue services inspect the site where a truck driver rammed into a bus stop near an army base, wounding dozens of people, according to Israel's Magen David Adom rescue service in Ramat Hasharon, Israel, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Oded Balilty)
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            This combination image shows, from left; President Joe Biden, on March 12, 2020, in Wilmington, Del., and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on Oct. 28, 2023, in Tel Aviv, Israel. (AP Photo, File)
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            Police disperse people protesting against Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government and calling for the release of hostages held in the Gaza Strip by the Hamas militant group, near the Prime Minister's residence in Jerusalem, Monday, Oct. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Many American voters are concerned that the ongoing Middle East conflict will escalate into an all-out regional war, a new poll finds. About half of voters are "extremely" or "very" worried about the possibility of a broader war in the region.
Though there is concern about the conflict growing, according to the survey from the AP-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research, fewer voters -- around 4 in 10 -- are concerned that the United States will be drawn into a war in the Middle East. This poll was conducted prior to Israel's strike on military bases in Iran on Friday.
The conflict in the Middle East has become a major campaign issue as former President Donald Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris attempt to win over Muslim and Jewish voters in battleground states like Michigan and Pennsylvania. And although Democrats and Republicans are similarly worried about the potential for the war to expand, they disagree about who is to blame for its recent escalation and how the U.S. should be involved going forward. 




Partisan divide on Israeli government's level of responsibility
About 6 in 10 voters say the Palestinian militant group Hamas, the Iranian government and the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah have "a lot" of responsibility for the escalation of the war in the Middle East. Roughly 4 in 10 voters think the Israeli government has "a lot" of responsibility, and only about 2 in 10 say the U.S. government has "a lot" of responsibility.
But there's a big partisan split on whether the Israeli government bears "a lot" of responsibility for the war's escalation. About 6 in 10 Democrats say they do -- similar to the share of Democrats who say Hamas bears "a lot" of responsibility -- while only about one-quarter of Republicans say the Israeli government bears "a lot" of responsibility. 

    


Voters support Iran sanctions, but not sending US troops
Voters broadly support economic sanctions on Iran, which could hinder support to its proxy groups Hezbollah in Lebanon and Hamas in Gaza. A majority, 55%, are in favor of imposing sanctions. They are about evenly divided on whether the U.S. should be providing weapons to Israel's military, and voters are more likely to oppose sending government funds to aid Israel's military than to support it. 
Deploying U.S. troops to aid Israel's military garners little support among voters, regardless of their partisan affiliation. About half of voters oppose deploying U.S. troops to aid Israel's military. Only about 2 in 10 voters favor deploying U.S. troops to assist Israel, and a similar share have a neutral view.
Many think the US is doing what it can on cease-fire efforts
The U.S. is still pressing for any movement on short-term cease-fire proposals, despite letdowns in the past and little expectation of immediate breakthroughs ahead of the election.
About half of voters think the U.S. is doing "about as much as it can" to push for a cease-fire agreement between Israel and Hamas and Hezbollah, while 3 in 10 say it could be doing more. Roughly 2 in 10 voters say the U.S. should be doing less. 
Republicans are more likely than Democrats to want less U.S. involvement in cease-fire efforts. About 3 in 10 Republicans say the U.S. should do less, compared to about 1 in 10 Democrats. About 6 in 10 Democrats say the U.S. is doing what it can, compared to about 4 in 10 Republicans. 
Democrats, Republicans and independents are about equally likely to say the U.S. could be doing more.

    


___

The poll of 1,072 adults was conducted Oct. 11-14, 2024, using a sample drawn from NORC's probability-based AmeriSpeak Panel, which is designed to be representative of the U.S. population. The margin of sampling error for registered voters is plus or minus 4.2 percentage points.
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            FILE - A relative adjusts the oxygen mask of a tuberculosis patient at a TB hospital on World Tuberculosis Day in Hyderabad, India, March 24, 2018. (AP Photo/Mahesh Kumar A., File)
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            This 1966 microscope photo provided by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shows Mycobacterium tuberculosis bacilli, the organism responsible for causing the disease tuberculosis. (Elizabeth S. Mingioli/CDC via AP)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- More than 8 million people were diagnosed with tuberculosis last year, the World Health Organization said Tuesday, the highest number recorded since the U.N. health agency began keeping track.
About 1.25 million people died of TB last year, the new report said, adding that TB likely returned to being the world's top infectious disease killer after being replaced by COVID-19 during the pandemic. The deaths are almost double the number of people killed by HIV in 2023. 
WHO said TB continues to mostly affect people in Southeast Asia, Africa and the Western Pacific; India, Indonesia, China, the Philippines and Pakistan account for more than half of the world's cases. 
"The fact that TB still kills and sickens so many people is an outrage, when we have the tools to prevent it, detect it and treat it," WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said in a statement. 

    


TB deaths continue to fall globally, however, and the number of people being newly infected is beginning to stabilize. The agency noted that of the 400,000 people estimated to have drug-resistant TB last year, fewer than half were diagnosed and treated. 


Tuberculosis is caused by airborne bacteria that mostly affects the lungs. Roughly a quarter of the global population is estimated to have TB, but only about 5-10% of those develop symptoms.
Advocacy groups, including Doctors Without Borders, have long called for the U.S. company Cepheid, which produces TB tests used in poorer countries, to make them available for $5 per test to increase availability. Earlier this month, Doctors Without Borders and 150 global health partners sent Cepheid an open letter calling on them to "prioritize people's lives" and to urgently help make TB testing more widespread globally. 
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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            Fans celebrated in Los Angeles on Wednesday night after the Los Angeles Dodgers won the World Series, defeating the New York Yankees four games to one.
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            Fans celebrate on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in downtown Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 28 | 
            A person carries out items from a ransacked Nike store after the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees to win the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            An LAFD arson investigator inspects a bus that was set on fire at Sunset and Echo Park after people gathered on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees to win the baseball World Series early Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            A fan looses control of his skateboard as fans celebrate on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            Fans celebrate on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            Fireworks go off as fans celebrate on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            A person carries out items from a ransacked Nike store after the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees to win the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Firefighters douse water on a bus that was set on fire at Sunset and Echo Park after people gathered on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees to win the baseball World Series early Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Fans celebrate on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in downtown Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            Fans celebrate on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in downtown Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            A fan wearing a Shohei Ohtani taunts Los Angeles Police officers as fans celebrate on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in downtown Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            People carries out items from a ransacked Nike store after the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees to win the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            A person carries out items from a ransacked Nike store after the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees to win the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Firefighters douse water on a bus that was set on fire at Sunset and Echo Park after people gathered on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees to win the baseball World Series early Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Firefighters douse water on a bus that was set on fire at Sunset and Echo Park after people gathered on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees to win the baseball World Series early Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Police officers attempt to detain a man as people gather on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            A police officer on horseback grabs a Los Angeles Dodgers flag as people gather on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            A person covered in blue paint, paints on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            A person covered in blue paint runs from a police officer as fans celebrate on streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            A fan confronts police on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Fans celebrate after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles.
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            Fireworks go off as fans celebrate on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Fans dance while celebrating on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees to win the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Fireworks go off as fans celebrate on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees to win the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            26 of 28 | 
            Fireworks go off as fans celebrate on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees to win the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Fireworks go off as fans celebrate on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees to win the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Fans celebrate on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees to win the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Fans celebrate on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in downtown Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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                                    Fans celebrate on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in downtown Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            A person carries out items from a ransacked Nike store after the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees to win the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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                                    A person carries out items from a ransacked Nike store after the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees to win the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            An LAFD arson investigator inspects a bus that was set on fire at Sunset and Echo Park after people gathered on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees to win the baseball World Series early Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            A fan looses control of his skateboard as fans celebrate on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            Fans celebrate on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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                                    Fans celebrate on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            Fireworks go off as fans celebrate on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            A person carries out items from a ransacked Nike store after the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees to win the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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                                    A person carries out items from a ransacked Nike store after the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees to win the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Firefighters douse water on a bus that was set on fire at Sunset and Echo Park after people gathered on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees to win the baseball World Series early Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Fans celebrate on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in downtown Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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                                    Fans celebrate on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in downtown Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            Fans celebrate on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in downtown Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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                                    Fans celebrate on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in downtown Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            A fan wearing a Shohei Ohtani taunts Los Angeles Police officers as fans celebrate on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in downtown Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            People carries out items from a ransacked Nike store after the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees to win the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            A person carries out items from a ransacked Nike store after the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees to win the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Firefighters douse water on a bus that was set on fire at Sunset and Echo Park after people gathered on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees to win the baseball World Series early Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Firefighters douse water on a bus that was set on fire at Sunset and Echo Park after people gathered on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees to win the baseball World Series early Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Police officers attempt to detain a man as people gather on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            A police officer on horseback grabs a Los Angeles Dodgers flag as people gather on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            A person covered in blue paint, paints on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            A person covered in blue paint runs from a police officer as fans celebrate on streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            A fan confronts police on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Fans celebrate after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles.
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            Fireworks go off as fans celebrate on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers won against the New York Yankees in the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Fans dance while celebrating on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees to win the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Fireworks go off as fans celebrate on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees to win the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Fireworks go off as fans celebrate on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees to win the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Fireworks go off as fans celebrate on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees to win the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Fans celebrate on the streets after the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees to win the baseball World Series Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Rowdy crowds took to the streets of Los Angeles after the Dodgers won the World Series, setting a city bus on fire, breaking into stores and lighting off fireworks. A dozen arrests were reported by police Thursday, but officials emphasized that most fans celebrated peacefully.
Video showed revelers throwing objects at police in downtown LA as sirens blared and officers told them to leave the area late Wednesday after the Dodgers defeated the Yankees in Game 5 in New York. 
Other video showed someone standing atop a bus waving a Dodgers banner and people running from a boarded-up Nike store with armfuls of sneakers before throwing the merchandise into cars parked outside. No injuries were reported. 
Despite some unrest, "the overwhelming majority of celebrations last night were joyful and peaceful," Mayor Karen Bass said at a Thursday news conference discussing the logistics of Friday's planned victory parade. 

    


"We will work to keep Angelenos safe as always," Bass said, emphasizing that "violence of any kind will not be tolerated." 
The mayor, who wore a Dodgers jersey with her name on the back, noted that the parade will be held on what would've been Fernando Valenzuela 's 64th birthday. The beloved Dodgers pitcher died last week. 




Bass said she will be sending a Dodgers jersey to New York Mayor Eric Adams to wear at his City Hall "because he has lost the bet."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Officials said the Los Angeles Police Department will be on high alert throughout the week to protect communities and businesses in the city, which has been the site of previous unrest after championship wins by both the Lakers and the Dodgers.
There were some "unruly, and at times violent and hostile celebrations" after Wednesday's win, with several acts of vandalism, including the burning of a Metropolitan Transportation Authority bus, LAPD spokesperson Officer Drake Madison said in an email. 

    


Arrests were on charges such as failure to disperse, receiving stolen property or commercial burglary, Madison said. There were also several instances of street takeovers downtown and police used less-lethal munitions to control several hostile and violent crowds, Madison said. In the coming days, detectives will attempt to identify those responsible for crimes, he said.
Los Angeles County Sheriff Robert Luna said his deputies will be on full alert for various events, including the celebrations of the Dodgers' win, Halloween festivities and the upcoming elections. Luna said Wednesday night's problems were caused by "a very small segment of east Los Angeles communities. Most of them were out celebrating because they love their Dodgers."

The Dodgers plan to commemorate their championship Friday with a downtown parade followed by a celebration at Dodger Stadium. The team said Wednesday that because of logistics, traffic and timing, fans won't be able to attend both events.
The parade was expected to include members of the Dodgers traveling atop double-decker buses along a 45-minute route on city streets.
Officials urged people to work from home and to use public transportation when possible Friday.

    


___
Associated Press journalists Sarah Brumfield in Washington, D.C., and Kathy McCormack in Concord, New Hampshire, contributed to this report. 
___
This story corrects that Bass was not wearing a Valenzuela jersey, but one with her name on the back.
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            Florida Panthers player Matthew Tkachuk attends a press conference ahead of an NHL Global Series hockey match against the Dallas Stars in Helsinki, Finland Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024.(Emmi Korhonen/Lehtikuva via AP)
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            Head coach Pete DeBoer of the NHL ice hockey team Dallas Stars attends a press conference in Helsinki, Finland, Monday, Oct. 28, 2024. NHL teams Dallas Stars and Florida Panthers will face each other in NHL Global Series matches in Tampere next Friday and Saturday. (Emmi Korhonen/Lehtikuva via AP)
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            Head coach Pete DeBoer of the NHL ice hockey team Dallas Stars attends a press meeting in Helsinki, Finland, Monday, Oct. 28, 2024. NHL teams Dallas Stars and Florida Panthers will face each other in NHL Global Series matches in Tampere next Friday and Saturday. (Emmi Korhonen/Lehtikuva via AP)
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                                        The first time Florida coach Paul Maurice went to Finland, he didn't know a whole lot about the country's intense love of hockey.
He learned. Quickly.
"I think one of the real benefits, kind of side benefits for the NHL coaches and players coming over is you get a full appreciation that the game actually isn't owned by Canada and the United States," Maurice said. "When you grow up and you don't leave, that's what you think, right? 'Nobody loves the game more than we do.' You get over here, and they love the game every bit as much as we do. It's a nation of people that love the game."
Finland, a nation of about 5.5 million people, is the homeland for about 5% of the players in the NHL this season. Divide the number of NHL players into a country's population, and Finland sends about as many players to the league per capita as Canada and Sweden do -- and at a rate way, way ahead of the U.S. and Russia.

    


And on Friday and Saturday, the gorgeous Nordic country gets to celebrate seven of those players -- four from Florida, three from Dallas -- when the Stars and Stanley Cup champion Panthers play a pair of games in Tampere.




"I've been excited for this," Panthers captain and Tampere native Aleksander Barkov said, "for a very long time." 
Dallas goaltender Jake Oettinger feels that extra-special vibe when he plays in his native Minnesota. For the Finns in these games -- Miro Heiskanen, Roope Hintz and Esa Lindell for the Stars; Barkov, Eetu Luostarinen, Niko Mikkola and Anton Lundell for the Panthers - he knows it will be different.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"It's like Christmas Day for them," Oettinger said. "I know how special it is when I get to play in Minnesota, and for these guys it's even more special because they've never done this before. It's pretty cool for them."
The NHL has played 19 previous games in Finland -- nine regular season, 10 preseason. It's a marathon trip for these teams, a nine-hour flight from Dallas for the Stars and a 7 1/2 hour flight from Buffalo (where Florida last played) for the Panthers.

    


Nobody is complaining. The teams clearly are enjoying this opportunity.
Panthers president of hockey operations and general manager Bill Zito once played in Finland, and had a long list of places he wanted to see again this week. He was asked what he hopes the non-Finnish players get from the trip.
"An appreciation for how wonderful Finland is," Zito said. "Just everything about it. You just smile. It's a great place."
The Panthers and Stars have soaked up (literally, in some cases) much of the culture that Finland has to offer. The country is very proud of its saunas, which Stars coach Peter DeBoer joked offered some a chance to sweat out the Finnish beer that was consumed in the first night or two of the trip. 
Some players have jumped into the sea, an ultimate cold plunge of sorts. Maurice said he will try to consume all the smoked fish that he can find, Zito said he intends to buy all the chocolate he can get. The Panthers got their fill of salmon soup -- something Lundell had been bragging about for weeks -- and there's one other delicacy that got enjoyed as well.

    


That would be reindeer.
"I'm just hoping it wasn't Rudolph," Stars forward Matt Duchene said.
Added Stars forward Tyler Seguin: ""It scared me to start but tastes pretty good."
The food has been a big part of the story in the early days of this trip. A Finnish newspaper had the headline "Suomen herkut maistuivat" -- translated, "Finnish delicacies tasted great" -- under a photo of Barkov giving teammate Matthew Tkachuk his first taste of Finland on the trip.
"One dessert that Barky is going to have to explain; he said it was like a cake he had in school," Tkachuk said. "That was a good one."
Another bonus for the Finnish fans: They got two pretty good teams out of this deal. The Panthers are off to a 7-3-1 start and the Stars are 7-2-0 and many picked both to advance the Stanley Cup Final next spring. Tickets were gone quickly, and the Finnish players on both sides will have tons of people that they know in the stands both Friday and Saturday.

"I'm actually very excited," Tkachuk said. "I think I'm most excited for the Finns on the team. What a cool opportunity for them. ... That's first and foremost. Hockey is going to come second here."
___
AP NHL: https://apnews.com/hub/nhl
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            FILE - A 19-foot Airstream Caravel on loan to the League of Women Voters of Ohio visits the main campus of the Ohio State University in Columbus, Ohio, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, as the group works to register and engage student voters. (AP Photo/Julie Carr Smyth, File)
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            FILE - Voters fill out their ballots in booths on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 8, 2022, at Petersen Residence Hall on the University of Iowa campus in Iowa City, Iowa. (Joseph Cress/Iowa City Press-Citizen via AP, File)
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            FILE - Students at The University of Wisconsin-Madison fill out ballots during the first day of Wisconsin's in-person absentee voting on the campus in Madison, Wisc., Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/John Hart, Wisconsin State Journal, File)
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            This handout provided by the University of Montana Athletic Department shows track athlete Lily Meskers, Friday, Oct. 18, 2024, in Missoula, Montana. (Ryan Brennecke/University of Montana via AP)
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            This handout provided by Lily Meskers shows University of Montana track athlete Lily Meskers. (Lily Meskers via AP)
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            FILE - Nebraska softball player Jordy Bahl speaks during a news conference Wednesday, Sept. 13, 2023, at Bowlin Stadium in Lincoln, Neb. (Nikos Frazier/Omaha World-Herald via AP, File)
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            FILE - Nebraska's Jordy Bahl bats during a scrimmage, Thursday, Sept. 14, 2023, at Bowlin Stadium in Lincoln, Neb. (Nikos Frazier/Omaha World-Herald via AP, File)
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            FILE - Nebraska's Rebekah Allick (5) celebrates a kill against Iowa during the first set of a college volleyball match, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024, at the Devaney Center in Lincoln, Neb. (Nikos Frazier/Omaha World-Herald via AP, File)
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            FILE - Phoenix Mercury guard Natasha Cloud (0) celebrates after making a shot while fouled during the first half of a WNBA basketball game against the Minnesota Lynx, Friday, May 31, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr, File)
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            FILE - Seattle Storm player Nneka Ogwumike smiles at a press conference in Seattle, Monday, Feb. 19, 2024. (Erika Schultz/The Seattle Times via AP, File)
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            FILE - NCAA President Charlie Baker speaks as he gives his state of college sports address at the association's annual convention Wednesday, Jan. 10, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File)
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            FILE - A 19-foot Airstream Caravel on loan to the League of Women Voters of Ohio visits the main campus of the Ohio State University in Columbus, Ohio, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, as the group works to register and engage student voters. (AP Photo/Julie Carr Smyth, File)
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            FILE - Voters fill out their ballots in booths on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 8, 2022, at Petersen Residence Hall on the University of Iowa campus in Iowa City, Iowa. (Joseph Cress/Iowa City Press-Citizen via AP, File)
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            FILE - Students at The University of Wisconsin-Madison fill out ballots during the first day of Wisconsin's in-person absentee voting on the campus in Madison, Wisc., Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/John Hart, Wisconsin State Journal, File)
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            This handout provided by the University of Montana Athletic Department shows track athlete Lily Meskers, Friday, Oct. 18, 2024, in Missoula, Montana. (Ryan Brennecke/University of Montana via AP)
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            This handout provided by Lily Meskers shows University of Montana track athlete Lily Meskers. (Lily Meskers via AP)
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            FILE - Nebraska softball player Jordy Bahl speaks during a news conference Wednesday, Sept. 13, 2023, at Bowlin Stadium in Lincoln, Neb. (Nikos Frazier/Omaha World-Herald via AP, File)
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            FILE - Nebraska's Jordy Bahl bats during a scrimmage, Thursday, Sept. 14, 2023, at Bowlin Stadium in Lincoln, Neb. (Nikos Frazier/Omaha World-Herald via AP, File)
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            FILE - Nebraska's Rebekah Allick (5) celebrates a kill against Iowa during the first set of a college volleyball match, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024, at the Devaney Center in Lincoln, Neb. (Nikos Frazier/Omaha World-Herald via AP, File)
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            FILE - Phoenix Mercury guard Natasha Cloud (0) celebrates after making a shot while fouled during the first half of a WNBA basketball game against the Minnesota Lynx, Friday, May 31, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr, File)
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            FILE - Seattle Storm player Nneka Ogwumike smiles at a press conference in Seattle, Monday, Feb. 19, 2024. (Erika Schultz/The Seattle Times via AP, File)
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            FILE - NCAA President Charlie Baker speaks as he gives his state of college sports address at the association's annual convention Wednesday, Jan. 10, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


Lily Meskers faced an unexpected choice in the lead-up to the first major election she can vote in.
The 19-year-old University of Montana sprinter was among college athletes in the state who received an inquiry from Montana Together asking if she was interested in a name, image and likeness deal to support Sen. Jon Tester, a three-term Democrat seeking re-election. The group, which is not affiliated with the Tester campaign, offered from $400 to $2,400 to athletes willing to produce video endorsements.
Meskers, who is from Colorado but registered to vote in Montana, decided against the deal because she disagrees with Tester's votes on legislation involving transgender athletes in sports.
"I was like, okay, I believe that this is a political move to try to gain back some voters that he might have lost," Meskers said. "And me being a female student-athlete myself, I was not going to give my endorsement to someone who I felt didn't have the same support for me."

    


Professional athletes such as LeBron James, Colin Kaepernick and Stephen Curry have taken high-profile stances on hot-button topics and political campaigns in recent years, but college athletes are far less outspoken -- even if money is available, according to experts in the NIL field. Being outwardly political can reflect on their school or endanger potential endorsement deals from brands that don't want controversy. It can certainly establish a public image for an athlete -- for better or for worse -- or lead to tensions with teammates and coaches who might not feel the same way.




There are examples of political activism by college athletes: A Texas Tech kicker revealed his support for former President Donald Trump on a shirt under his uniform at a game last week and a handful of Nebraska athletes a few days ago teamed up in a campaign ad against an abortion measure on the Tuesday's ballot.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Still, such steps are considered rare.

    


"It can be viewed as risky and there may be people telling them just don't even take that chance because they haven't made it yet," said Lauren Walsh, who started a sports branding agency 15 years ago. She said there is often too much to lose for themselves, their handlers and in some cases, their families.
"And these individuals still have to figure out what they're going to do with the rest of their lives, even those that do end up getting drafted," she added.
College coaches are not always as reticent. Auburn men's basketball coach Bruce Pearl has used social media to make it clear he does not support Kamala Harris, Trump's Democratic opponent in next week's presidential election. Oklahoma State football coach Mike Gundy once caused a stir with a star player for wearing a shirt promoting a far-right news outlet.
Blake Lawrence, co-founder of the NIL platform Opendorse, noted that this is the first presidential election in the NIL era, which began in July 2021. He said athletes are flocking to opportunities to help increase voter turnout in the 18-to-24 age demographic, adding that one of his company's partners has had 86 athletes post social media messages encouraging turnout through the first half of the week.

    


He said athletes are shying away from endorsing specific candidates or causes that are considered partisan.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Elections, explained: We answer your election questions.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


"Student-athletes are, for the most part, still developing their confidence in endorsing any type of product or service," he said. "So if they are hesitant to put their weight behind supporting a local restaurant or an e-commerce product, then they are certainly going to be hesitant to use their social channels in a political way."
Giving athletes a voice
Many college athletes have opted to focus on drumming up turnout in a non-partisan manner or simply using their platforms to take stands that are not directly political in nature. Some of those efforts can be found in battleground states.
A progressive group called NextGen America said it had signed players in Arizona, Michigan, Nevada, New Hampshire, Pennsylvania and Virginia to encourage voting among young people. Another organization, The Team, said it prepped 27 college athletes in Pennsylvania, North Carolina, Arizona and Michigan to lead volunteer voter participation opportunities for students. The organization also said it got more than 625 coaches to sign a nonpartisan pledge to get their athletes registered to vote.

    


The Team's executive director is Joe Kennedy, a former coach who coordinated championship visits and other sporting events at the White House during President Barack Obama's administration. In early October, it hosted a Zoom event during which panelists such as NCAA President Charlie Baker and WNBA players Nneka Ogwumike and Natasha Cloud gave college athletes advice about using their platforms on campus.
In its early days, The Team seized upon momentum from the record turnout seen in the 2020 election. The NCAA that year said Division I athletes could have Election Day off from practice and play to vote. Lisa Kay Solomon, founder of the All Vote No Play campaign, said even if the athletes don't immediately take stands on controversial issues, it's important for them to learn how.

    


"It is a lot to ask our young people to feel capable and confident on skills they've never had a chance to practice," Solomon said. "We have to model what it means to practice taking risks, practice standing up for yourself, practice pausing to think about what are the values that you care about -- not what social media is feeding into your brain, but what do you care about and how do you express that? And how do you do it in a way that honors the kind of future that you want to be a part of?"
Shut up and play?
Two years ago, Tennessee-Martin quarterback Dresser Winn said he would support a candidate in a local district attorney general race in what experts said was very likely the first political NIL deal by a college athlete.
There have been very few since.
The public criticism and fallout for athletes who speak out on politics or social issue can be sharp. Kaepernick, the Super Bowl-winning quarterback of the San Francisco 49ers, hasn't played in an NFL game since January 2017, not long after he began kneeling during the national anthem at games.
Meskers, the Montana sprinter, said political endorsements through NIL deals could create problems for athletes and their schools. 
"I just think that NIL is going to run into a lot of trouble and a lot of struggles if they continue to let athletes do political endorsements," she said. "I just think it's messy. But I stand by NIL as a whole. I think it's really hard as a student athlete to create a financial income and support yourself."
Walsh said it's easier for wealthy and veteran stars like James and Ogwumike to take stands. James, the Los Angeles Lakers star, started More Than a Vote -- an organization with a mission to "educate, energize and protect Black voters" -- in 2020. He has passed the leadership to Ogwumike, who just finished her 13th year in the WNBA and also is the president of the Women's National Basketball Players Association. More than a Vote is focused on women's rights and reproductive freedom this year.
"They have very established brands," Walsh said. "They know who they are and they know what their political stance is. They know that they have a really strong following that -- there's always going to be haters, but they're also always going to have that strong following of people who listen to everything that they have to say."
Audra Gillespie, an associate professor at Emory University who teaches African American politics, also said it is rare that a college athlete would make a significant impact with a political stand simply because they tend to have a more regional platform than national. Even celebrities like Taylor Swift and Eminem are better at increasing turnout than championing candidates.
"They are certainly very beneficial in helping to drive up turnout among their fans," Gillespie said. "The data is less conclusive about whether or not they're persuasive - are they the ones who are going to persuade you to vote for a particular candidate?"
Athletes as influencers
Still, campaigns know young voters are critical this election cycle, and athletes offer an effective and familiar voice to reach them. 
Political and social topics are not often broached, but this week six Nebraska athletes -- five softball players and a volleyball player -- appeared in an ad paid for by the group Protect Women and Children involving two initiatives about abortion laws on Tuesday's ballot.
The female athletes backed Initiative 434, which would amend the state constitution to prohibit abortions after the first trimester, with exceptions. Star softball player Jordy Bahl said on social media that the athletes were not paid.
A University of Montana spokesperson said two athletes initially agreed to take part in the NIL deal backing Tester. The school said one withdrew and the other declined to be interviewed.
For Meskers, deciding against the offer boiled down to Tester twice voting against proposals to bar federal funds from going to schools that allow transgender athletes to play women's sports, a prominent GOP campaign topic. Tester's campaign said the proposals were amendments to government spending packages, and he didn't want to play a role in derailing them as government shutdowns loomed.
"As a former public school teacher and school board member, Jon Tester believes these decisions should be made at the local level," a Tester spokesperson said. "He has never voted to allow men to compete against women."
Meskers said she believes using influence as college athletes is good and she is in favor of NIL. She just doesn't think the two should mix specifically for supporting candidates.

"I think especially as student athletes, we do have such a big voice and we do have a platform to use," she said. "So I think if you're encouraging people to do their civic duties and get up and go (vote), I think that's a great thing."
___
AP college sports: https://apnews.com/hub/college-sports and AP politics: https://apnews.com/politics
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            Coach Jim Davis shows the jersey worn by Ashton Jeanty as he is interviewed by The Associated Press prior to the start of a training session at the football field of the U.S. Naval Support - Site in Gricignano di Aversa, southern Italy, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            CORRECTS YEAR - Ashton Jeanty, second from right, smiles with his teammates in Spangdahlem, Germany on Sept. 2018. (David Albright via AP)
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            Wildcats team Quarterback Camden Kasparek practices during a training session at the football field of the U.S. Naval Support - Site in Gricignano di Aversa, southern Italy, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Wildcats team Quarterback Camden Kasparek is interviewed by The Associated Press at the football field of the U.S. Naval Support - Site in Gricignano di Aversa, southern Italy, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            CORRECTS YEAR - Ashton Jeanty, second from right, smiles with his teammates in Spangdahlem, Germany on Sept. 2018. (David Albright via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 17

                                    
                                    CORRECTS YEAR - Ashton Jeanty, second from right, smiles with his teammates in Spangdahlem, Germany on Sept. 2018. (David Albright via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 17 | 
            Wildcats team Quarterback Camden Kasparek practices during a training session at the football field of the U.S. Naval Support - Site in Gricignano di Aversa, southern Italy, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 17

                                    
                                    Wildcats team Quarterback Camden Kasparek practices during a training session at the football field of the U.S. Naval Support - Site in Gricignano di Aversa, southern Italy, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 17 | 
            UNLV linebacker Jackson Woodard (7) tackles Boise State running back Ashton Jeanty (2) during the second half of an NCAA college football game Friday, Oct. 25, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Sam Morris)
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            CORRECTS YEAR - Ashton Jeanty, bottom first from left, poses for a team picture in Naples, Italy Sept. 2018. (Sharon James via AP)
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            Coach Jim Davis is interviewed by The Associated Press prior to the start of a training session at the football field of the U.S. Naval Support - Site in Gricignano di Aversa, southern Italy, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


GRICIGNANO DI AVERSA, Italy (AP) -- The football field immediately strikes the eye for visitors driving on an overpass approaching the U.S. Navy Support Site outside of Naples.
An American football field in the middle of southern Italy.
Turn past the pothole-filled local streets, get through the security gate, and the unkempt Italian roads are replaced by perfectly paved thoroughfares. Home to more than 500 families, the Navy base is where Heisman Trophy candidate Ashton Jeanty learned to play football.
Now a junior running back for 15th-ranked Boise State and a unanimous selection on The Associated Press midseason All-America team, Jeanty's talents were first spotted by Naples High School football coach Jim Davis when he was in seventh grade.
Not on the football field, though. That's because tackle football wasn't an option for middle schoolers.

    


It was on the basketball court during middle school lunch.
"He's going up for a layup and he's getting so much height I'm thinking this kid's about to dunk the ball," said Davis, who also teaches physical education at the school. "As a seventh grader, you can imagine how short he is. He's 5-9, 5-10 now. So he was probably closer to 5-4 or 5-5. And it's like, 'Wow, look at the power this kid has at such a young age.'"




Davis had to wait two years to unleash that power in his team when Jeanty was a high school freshman in 2018.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
And it wasn't until the coach moved Jeanty from quarterback two games into the season that he really began to take off.
"I realized he needed to be the running back. I could get anybody to hand off the ball to him," Davis told the AP during an interview at the military base this week.
In the remaining four games of Naples' season, Jeanty ran for over 1,200 yards on fewer than 100 carries and scored 17 touchdowns.
"I'd be lying to you if I told you that (I thought) he would be a Heisman candidate," Davis said. "The only person that probably really felt that way was himself. But I knew he could play at the next level, and that's why I knew he had to leave here to get the exposure."

    


So Davis encouraged Jeanty to go back to the U.S. for his final three years of high school. And that's what Jeanty did by enrolling at Lone Star High School in Frisco, Texas. Now he leads the nation with 1,376 yards in seven games for Boise State and is considered the top running back prospect for the NFL draft.
Naples' closest competition is a 9-hour bus ride away
The one year of football that Jeanty played in Italy was unlike anything most American high school athletes experience.
Naples' closest competition is nine hours away at a similar base in Vicenza in northern Italy. During Jeanty's season, the team also played games in Germany, Belgium and Spain. The game in Germany required an 18-hour bus ride.
Current Naples quarterback Camden Kasparek was the ballboy when Jeanty played on the team.
"On those long bus trips, you do a lot of team bonding, a lot of cool opportunities, a lot of fun trips with the team," Kasparek said, adding that Jeanty still keeps in touch with him via social media and follows the school's results.

    


The Navy Support Site is a home away from home
Featuring a movie theater, a bowling alley and a supermarket stocked with American goods, the Navy base is like a home away from home for the kids who live there.
"We have Popeyes and Wendy's and Subway, and they can buy American clothes and they can buy Skippy peanut butter and Halloween candies now and they'll go trick or treating here shortly," Davis said. "So, yeah, it's very much like a little America."
Naples plays some of its games inside a volcano
Because the Navy support site field doesn't have lights, some of the team's games are played at the Carney Park military recreational facility inside a dormant volcano in nearby Pozzuoli.
The rec site is linked to a relationship between the U.S. military community and Naples that dates back to World War II.
"It's pretty neat," Davis said. "You see the crater all around you."

    


Michael Strahan and Shaquille O'Neal also went to military schools overseas
Growing up in a military family helped shape who Jeanty is.
"The sense of discipline, order. You work until the job (is) done, not just because the time is over," Davis said. "He has that work ethic."
Other athletes have followed Jeanty's path before from overseas bases to the elite level like George Teague, Michael Strahan, Alejandro Villanueva -- and Shaquille O'Neal in basketball.
Military life translates well to football.
"It's all about teamwork, discipline and honoring the chain of command: not having to like the person next to you, but respecting them to get the mission complete," Davis said.
Jeanty was already tough to tackle as a high school freshman
Davis often wakes up during the middle of the night now to watch Jeanty play. What he sees isn't much different from what the coach witnessed first-hand six years ago.
"He wouldn't go down on the first hit. He was explosive. You just felt like you're always sitting on the edge of your seat waiting for him. You know, next touch might be a touchdown," Davis said.
"Most of our games were high scoring, like 45-42, 38-35. We were just very fortunate most of those times that we had the ball last. So we were never out of it as long as we gave it to No. 2."

    


___
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            FILE - Former Oakland Athetics pitcher Barry Zito sings the national anthem before the Athletics play the Texas Rangers in Oakland, Calif., Sept. 26, 2024. (Carlos Avila Gonzalez/San Francisco Chronicle via AP, File)
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            FILE - Sutter Health Park, home of the Triple A team Sacramento River Cats, is shown in West Sacramento, Calif., April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Rich Pedroncelli, File)
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                                        LAS VEGAS (AP) -- Athletics owner John Fisher and his family will invest $1 billion into the construction of a stadium in Las Vegas and U.S. Bank and Goldman Sachs will offer a $300 million loan, club executive Sandy Dean said Thursday.
Dean made his remarks to a special meeting of the Las Vegas Stadium Authority board.
Dean said four letters will be presented at the Dec. 5 authority meeting asserting construction details and financing will be in place. Final approvals are expected to be made at that meeting to allow construction of the $1.5 billion, 33,000-seat domed ballpark.
"We feel like we're on the right path and it will become clearer in the months ahead," Dean told the board.

Construction is expected to begin in the spring with a targeted opening before the 2028 season. As much as $380 million in public funding will go into building the stadium, which will be on the Las Vegas Strip on the site of where the recently demolished Tropicana stood.
The A's will play at least the next three seasons in West Sacramento, California.
They played their last of 57 seasons in Oakland, California this year.
___
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            Duke's Cooper Flagg (2) dunks during the second half of an NCAA college basketball charity exhibition game against Arizona State in Durham, N.C., Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben McKeown)
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            Duke's Cooper Flagg (2) and Arizona State's Basheer Jihad (8) battle for the ball during the second half of an NCAA college basketball charity exhibition game in Durham, N.C., Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben McKeown)
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            Duke's Cooper Flagg (2) drives for a dunk on a fast break ahead of Arizona State's Basheer Jihad, right, during the second half of an NCAA college basketball charity exhibition game in Durham, N.C., Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben McKeown)
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            Duke's Cooper Flagg (2) high-fives fans after NCAA college basketball exhibition game against Lincoln in Durham, N.C., Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben McKeown)
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            Duke's Cooper Flagg (2) reacts to a play during the first half of an exhibition NCAA college basketball game against Lincoln in Durham, N.C., Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben McKeown)
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            A fan in the Duke student section takes a photo of Cooper Flagg (2) during the first half of an NCAA college basketball charity exhibition game against Arizona State in Durham, N.C., Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben McKeown)
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            Duke's Tyrese Proctor (5), Cooper Flagg (2), and Mason Gillis, left, react after a play during the second half of an NCAA college basketball charity exhibition game against Arizona State in Durham, N.C., Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben McKeown)
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            Duke's Cooper Flagg, left, blocks a shot from Lincoln's Freddie Young, right, during the first half of an exhibition NCAA college basketball game in Durham, N.C., Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben McKeown)
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                                        DURHAM, N.C. (AP) -- Cooper Flagg wants to keep things simple.
Basketball first. Treat the extra attention and hype as an afterthought, as best he can anyway.
The versatile 6-foot-9, 205-pound forward for No. 7 Duke arrived as the nation's top recruit and heads into the season as a potential No. 1 overall NBA draft pick. Hype is churning at pedal-to-floor speed with his college debut looming. Managing that will be key in what is an all-but-certain single college season for Flagg. 
It wasn't that long ago that Zion Williamson captured every camera as Duke's freshman star. Now it's Flagg's turn.
"As far as hype and all that goes, that's something that you learn to deal with," Flagg said. "For me, it's about just playing basketball." 
The Blue Devils open the season Monday against Maine, Flagg's home-state program. But the buzz in Durham has rolled since Jon Scheyer won the recruiting battle with two-time reigning national champion UConn to land Flagg.

    


The McDonald's All-American turned heads with his play against veteran NBA stars during a July scrimmage on the U.S. Olympic team. He is only the ninth freshman named to The Associated Press preseason All-American team that dates to the 1986-87 season. And earlier this week, he became the first men's college basketball player to reach an endorsement deal with Gatorade.
All before he turns 18 (in December).

    


Flagg's game
Scheyer, entering his third season as successor to retired Hall of Famer Mike Krzyzewski, doesn't sound worried. He commends Flagg's approach in practices and his work ethic. The 37-year-old coach has seen it in moments like arriving at the gym for a 6 a.m. workout only to find Flagg already shooting in the gym.
"He's a confident player, a real confident player, which is great," Scheyer said. "But he wants direction. He wants to be told when he's not doing something as well as he can or as hard as he can. And that's blown me away."
Flagg has a soft touch with his shot and passing that works in catch-and-fire situations from 3-point range, off the dribble in midrange or in the post. His length allows him to shoot over most perimeter defenders and block shots at the other end. But it's about more than physical skills.
"Everything that he does, it appears to me, is borne out of trying to win, as a competitor," said Arizona State coach Bobby Hurley, the former Duke All-American point guard who got an up-close look at Flagg during an exhibition game last weekend. "That's going to carry him a long way. He's got amazing and diverse skillsets and all that great stuff. But he plays with that fire at both ends of the floor that you look for."
Away from basketball 
There is little question that Flagg's game will translate to college basketball, even as the sport features older and more developed players.
It's managing everything else: the dissection of every on-court moment, selfie and autograph requests, or simply eyes that get wider when spotting him in public.
Associate head coach Chris Carrawell has seen it before. The former Blue Devils teammate of big program names like Elton Brand, Jay Williams and Shane Battier returned to join Krzyzewski's staff in time for Williamson's supernova 2018-19 season, filled with highlight-reel dunks and levels of attention bordering on spectacle on his way to becoming AP national player of the year and the top overall NBA draft pick.
"I won't say Cooper is at that level yet," Carrawell said. "But I mean, this is how you know: when a non-basketball fan asks you in the grocery store: 'That Cooper Flagg guy ...' You're like, 'You don't watch basketball every day!' But they know, they know about him."

    


Rising talent
Andy Bedard, a former player at Boston College and Maine, remembers how the word spread, too. Not about Flagg as the NBA prospect; rather, it was about the standout youngster playing up multiple age levels in northern Maine. Bedard, who knew Flagg's mother Kelly from her time playing at Maine, soon got a look at Cooper's game.
"He was like third grade playing in a fifth- and sixth-grade league," Bedard said. "You wouldn't know it because he was the same height if not taller than everybody else even with that difference because he was big at an early age. But he was playing like a guard. It wasn't 'Go on the block and put it back in.' Watching him move, I'm like, 'Hmm, this is different.'"

    


Bedard went on to form the AAU team that would feature Cooper, his brother Ace, and Bedard's son Kaden, and their families became close. That team eventually started beating the other top instate teams by lopsided margins before playing more games in New York, New Jersey, Connecticut and Massachusetts, and word began to spread about Cooper's talent.
Bedard recalled when the team competed in the Nike Elite Youth Basketball League circuit one year that tournament organizers arranged additional security to help manage crowds. Flagg eventually transferred from Maine's Nokomis Regional High School near his hometown in Newport to Florida's Montverde Academy to close his prep career.

    


Bedard recalled how Flagg would play golf and sometimes finish a round to find people waiting at the clubhouse to see him.
"I just take it as a compliment, try to be respectful of everybody, even if I'm not in the best mood or I'm not having the best day," Flagg said. "People are wanting to see you and wanting to support you. So I think it's just handling that the right way, and then just focus on basketball."
Freshman wing Darren Harris described his classmate as someone who "just tries to be a normal kid." And in a nod to the added attention that follows Flagg's every move, graduate forward Mason Gillis -- part of Purdue's run to the NCAA title game last season -- playfully applauded from the back of the room when Flagg wrapped up an interview with reporters.
"He's a great guy, handles his business, does things the way he's supposed to do them," Gillis said. "I think he has a lot of pressure already and as a 17-year-old, and he's handling it perfectly."
___
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            The World Series trophy is headed to Los Angeles, but there's a hearty celebration going on across the Pacific Ocean in Japan, too. Crowds gathered in Tokyo's Ginza as special editions celebrated Japanese stars Shohei Ohtani, Yoshinobu Yamamoto, and their Dodgers teammates as world champions after a thrilling Game 5 win over the Yankees.
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            A staff member distributes an extra edition of the Yomiuri Shimbun newspaper in Tokyo, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024, reporting on the Los Angeles Dodgers' victory in the World Series baseball match after the Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees in Game 5 in New York. The headline of the newspaper said "Dodgers is No. 1 in the World." (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani celebrates in the locker room after their win against the New York Yankees in Game 5 to win the baseball World Series, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 14 | 
            A staff member distributes copies of an extra edition of the Sports Nippon newspaper in Tokyo, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024, reporting on the Los Angeles Dodgers' victory in the World Series baseball match after the Dodgers defeated the New York Yankees in Game 5 in New York. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani celebrates with the trophy after their win against the New York Yankees in Game 5 to win the baseball World Series, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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                                    The World Series trophy is headed to Los Angeles, but there's a hearty celebration going on across the Pacific Ocean in Japan, too. Crowds gathered in Tokyo's Ginza as special editions celebrated Japanese stars Shohei Ohtani, Yoshinobu Yamamoto, and their Dodgers teammates as world champions after a thrilling Game 5 win over the Yankees.
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- The World Series trophy is headed to Los Angeles, but there's a hearty celebration going on across the Pacific Ocean in Japan, too.
People milled around the edge of the Ginza shopping area in central Tokyo on Thursday afternoon as single-sheet, special newspaper editions rolled off the presses, proclaiming Japanese stars Shohei Ohtani and Yoshinobu Yamamoto as world champions along with their Dodgers teammates after a stirring Game 5 victory over the New York Yankees. 
The headline in Japanese in the Sports Nippon newspaper, set in yellow and blue type -- with red highlights -- read: "No. 1 in The World. Ohtani beats the Yankees." 
"I want to thank my Japanese fans for coming all the way to cheer me this season," Ohtani said on Japanese television. "That cheering gave me some energy so I'm glad I could return the gratitude my winning."

    


The newspaper handouts are a Tokyo tradition when Japan celebrates a big event. And it was a scramble, as usual, with men and women -- young and old --sprinting up and down the sidewalk to get their free collector's items.
The Yomiuri Shimbun headline read: "Dodgers No. 1; Ohtani, Yamamoto in first season."




Yasuko Shibata, an 80-year-old woman who said she faithfully watches Ohtani's games, said she admired "Ohtani's personality." Not to mention his great play.
"His presence is huge," she said. "He is a source of my energy. When he doesn't do well, I also feel blue"

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Another fan echoed her thoughts, standing near the Ginza underground entrance.
"He is the pride of Japan," said Hideki Shinohara, who called himself a hardcore fan. "You cannot describe him with just 'amazing.' You need to invent a new word."
Shinohara added: "He went through many things this year, and I didn't expect him to come all this way. I am very pleased with what he has achieved. " 
The Japanese pride in Ohtani is a huge one for a country whose players were once considered too small, or only good pitchers. Now, there is strong pride in the fact that their players are among the best in the game.

    


Japan defeated the United States in the World Baseball Classic final last year in Miami, another sign of the country's prowess in the American pastime. 

It was also a victory for Ohtani's hometown in northern Japan -- Oshu City -- where fans have been gathering all week and anticipating their superstar hero would help deliver the title.
About 38,000 special edition newspapers were also published in Iwate Prefecture, the northern area where Oshu City is located.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/MLB
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                    Hana Wakimoto of Japan plays a shot during the first round of the LPGA's Toto Classic at Seta Golf Course in Shiga, central Japan Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024.(Kyodo News via AP)
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                                        SHIGA, Japan (AP) -- Hana Wakimoto of Japan shot a bogey-free 9-under 63 on Thursday to lead by two shots after the first round of the LPGA's Toto Classic in Japan.
Jin Young Ko of South Korea was two off the pace after a 65 at Seta Golf Course. Four players carded 66s to be within three shots of Wakimoto: Linn Grant, Ayake Furue, Hyo Joo Kim, and Jenny Shin.
Wakimoto's score tied the Seta course record and was the best round of her career.
"Recently my ball striking has been very good, so I have been confident and I could attack the pins today," said Wakimoto, who is leading the field in most birdies made (9) and is tied for the fewest number of putts through the first round.

Australian Minjee Lee was tied for seventh after a 67 and Canadian Brooke Henderson shot 70. Only eight players in the 78-player, no-cut field, were over par after the first round.
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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            USC's Kiki Iriafen speaks during the Big Ten women's NCAA college basketball media day Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Rosemont, Ill. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Southern California's Kiki Iriafen, left, and JuJu Watkins speak during the Big Ten women's NCAA college basketball media day Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Rosemont, Ill. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            TCU's Hailey Van Lith addresses the media during the NCAA college Big 12 women's basketball media day, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Kentucky player Georgia Amoore speaks during NCAA college basketball Southeastern Conference Media Day, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 8 | 
            Notre Dame forward Liatu King speaks during a ACC women's NCAA college basketball media day, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Chris Carlson)
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            Southern California's Kiki Iriafen, left, and JuJu Watkins speak during the Big Ten women's NCAA college basketball media day Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Rosemont, Ill. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            TCU's Hailey Van Lith addresses the media during the NCAA college Big 12 women's basketball media day, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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                                        Southern California's Kiki Iriafen can't wait to start delivering highlight-worthy plays with JuJu Watkins now that the former Pac-12 rivals are teammates in the Big Ten Conference.
Iriafen won the Katrina McClain Award last season as the top power forward in women's college basketball, and her move from Stanford to USC was perhaps the most notable offseason development in the transfer portal. Iriafen and Watkins, coming off a sensational freshman season, were two of the five players selected to the Associated Press preseason All-America team.
The combination helped earn USC a No. 3 ranking in the preseason AP Top 25, behind only defending national champion South Carolina and UConn. Iriafen promised USC would deliver a fast-paced, high-energy, relentless style.
"We want people to come watch us and be like, 'Wow, this is an exciting team,'" Iriafen told reporters. "Kind of playing into that Lakers Showtime. We're in L.A."

    


Iriafen, who is 6-foot-3, had 19.4 points and 11 rebounds per game last season while earning honorable mention on the AP All-America team. She had a 41-point performance against Iowa State and a 20-rebound game against Arizona State.




Now she's playing alongside Watkins, who earned first-team All-America honors last year after averaging 27.1 points per game to rank second in Division I. Her 920 total points were the most ever for a freshman.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"We're both very unselfish," Iriafen said. "I feel like that's why our dynamic is able to work so well. I think we're just both going out there and trying to have fun and win."
Here's a look at some of the other top transfers in women's college basketball this season (former schools in parentheses):
Georgia Amoore, Kentucky (Virginia Tech)
When Kentucky hired Kenny Brooks away from Virginia Tech, Amoore followed her coach from Blacksburg to Lexington. Amoore, who is 5-foot-6, ranked fourth among all Division I players in assists per game (6.8) last season. She also had 18.8 points per game last year after averaging 16.3 in 2022-23. She was a third-team selection on the AP All-America team. She was first-team all-Atlantic Coast Conference each of the last two years and is a preseason first-team all-Southeastern Conference pick.

    


Raegan Beers, Oklahoma (Oregon State)
Beers averaged 17.5 points and 10.3 rebounds last season as an AP All-America third-team selection while helping Oregon State reach a regional final. She also had 1.6 assists, 1.3 blocks and 1.2 steals per game. The 6-4 center was a preseason first-team all-SEC pick. She's not the only notable player who left Oregon State amid the implosion of the Pac-12. Timea Gardiner transferred to UCLA, Talia von Oelhoffen headed to Southern California and Donovyn Hunter went to TCU.
Liza Karlen (Marquette) and Liatu King (Pitt), Notre Dame
Karlen is a 6-2 forward who earned first-team all-Big East honors last season while averaging 17.7 points and 7.9 rebounds. King, a 6-footer, was selected as the ACC's most improved player and as a first-team all-league pick last year. King had 18.7 points, 10.3 rebounds, 1.8 assists, 1.8 steals and 1.5 blocks per game. The additions of Karlen and King should boost a Notre Dame frontcourt that won't have Kylee Watson or Maddy Westbeld to start the season. Watson is recovering from a torn ACL and Westbeld is dealing with a foot injury.

    


Charlisse Leger-Walker, UCLA (Washington State)
The 5-10 guard from New Zealand collected 16.6 points per game and totaled 1,743 points in four seasons at Washington State. She had 13.2 points, 6.5 rebounds, 5.1 assists and 1.7 steals per game last season. She had two triple-doubles last season despite playing just 21 games before a knee injury knocked her out for the remainder of the year.
Lucy Olsen, Iowa (Villanova)
Iowa will need plenty of people to help pick up the slack now that NCAA career scoring leader Caitlin Clark has moved on to the WNBA. Adding Olsen should prove beneficial in that regard. The 5-10 guard scored 23.3 points per game last season to rank third among all Division I players. She was a unanimous first-team all-Big East performer and also was selected as the league's most improved player. Olsen received honorable mention on the AP All-America team.
Hailey Van Lith, TCU (LSU)

Van Lith is the only active Division I player with at least 1,900 career points, 500 rebounds and 350 assists. She was a two-time, first-team all-ACC player at Louisville who spent last season at LSU. The 5-9 guard averaged 11.6 points and 3.6 assists at LSU. TCU would love to see Van Lith regain the productivity she had at Louisville. She was an AP All-America honorable mention selection her last year at Louisville and had 19.7 points, 4.5 rebounds, 3.2 assists and 1.5 steals per game that season.

    


___
AP women's college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/womens-college-basketball
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            Minnesota running back Darius Taylor, right, celebrates on the field with a swarm of fans after winning an NCAA college football game against Southern California Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Ellen Schmidt)
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            Minnesota defensive back Ethan Robinson celebrates as he recovers a Southern California fumble during the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Ellen Schmidt)
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            Illinois quarterback Luke Altmyer watches gameplay during an NCAA college football game against Oregon, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024, in Eugene, Ore. (AP Photo/Lydia Ely)
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            Illinois place kicker David Olano (24) prepares to kick a field goal during an NCAA college football game against Oregon, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024, in Eugene, Ore. (AP Photo/Lydia Ely)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Minnesota (5-3, 3-2 Big Ten) at No. 24 Illinois (6-2, 3-2), Saturday, noon ET (FS1)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Minnesota by 3.
Series record: Minnesota leads 40-33-2.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
After losing 38-9 last week to No. 1 Oregon, the Illini risk dropping out of the AP Top 25 with a home loss to Minnesota. The Gophers had a perfect October, beating then-No. 11 Southern California, UCLA and Maryland, and will become bowl eligible with a win over Illinois. Minnesota hasn't beaten two Top 25 teams during the regular season since 2000.
KEY MATCHUP
Illinois QB Luke Altmyer vs. the Minnesota secondary. Altmyer is seventh in the Big Ten in passing yardage (1,667), seventh in passing efficiency (143.9), fourth in TD passes (15) and tied for first for fewest interceptions (3). He'll be tested by the Gophers, who have allowed just five passing TDs this season. CBs Justin Walley and Ethan Robinson shut down Maryland's dangerous passing attack last week.




PLAYERS TO WATCH
Illinois: DB Xavier Scott. Named this week one of 15 semifinalists for the Jim Thorpe Award that honors the nation's best defensive back, Scott is tied for third in the Big Ten with three interceptions and has 29 tackles, two tackles for losses, a sack, two pass breakups and a forced fumble.
Minnesota: WR Elijah Spencer. In his second season with the Gophers after transferring from Charlotte, Spencer finally had a breakout game against Maryland last week with six catches for 99 yards and two touchdowns. He gives the Gophers another downfield threat in addition to Daniel Jackson, who had nine catches for 117 yards and TDs vs. Maryland after a career-high 10 catches two weeks earlier against UCLA.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
Illinois has been ranked for seven consecutive weeks, the most since the 2001 Big Ten championship team was ranked for 10 straight weeks ... The Illini are the only Big Ten team with three wins over ranked teams this season. Their only losses are to No. 1 Oregon and No. 3 Penn State. ... The Gophers beat Maryland 48-23 last week. It was the most points they'd scored in a conference game since 2019, when they beat Maryland 52-10. The 25-point margin of victory was their largest in a Big Ten game since a 31-3 win over Northwestern in 2022. ... Minnesota safety Koi Perich leads the Big Ten and is No. 2 in the nation with five interceptions. The freshman also leads the conference with an average of 14.2 yards per punt return. ... The Gophers last had a four-game Big Ten winning streak in 2021 -- a streak ended by the Illini with a 14-6 win at Minnesota.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Mississippi quarterback Jaxson Dart (2) hands off the ball to running back Ulysses Bentley IV (24) during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Mississippi, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024, in Oxford, Miss. (AP Photo/Sarah Warnock)
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            Mississippi quarterback Jaxson Dart (2) launches a pass during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Oklahoma, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024, in Oxford, Miss. (AP Photo/Sarah Warnock)
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            Arkansas quarterback Taylen Green (10) attempts a pass downfield against Mississippi State during the first half of an NCAA college football game in Starkville, Miss., Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/James Pugh)
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            Mississippi State linebacker Zakari Tillman (16) causes Arkansas quarterback Taylen Green (10) to fumble the ball during the second half of an NCAA college football game in Starkville, Miss., Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. Arkansas won 58-25. (AP Photo/James Pugh)
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No. 19 Ole Miss (6-2, 2-2 SEC) at Arkansas (5-3, 3-2), Saturday, 11 a.m. ET (ESPN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Ole Miss by 9 1/2
Series record: Arkansas leads 38-30-1.
What's at stake?
No. 19 Ole Miss needs to beat Arkansas to make sure next week's game against No. 2 Georgia has plenty of national eyeballs on it. A win over the Razorbacks this week also keeps the Rebels in the conversation for a College Football Playoff spot. Arkansas can clinch bowl eligibility with a victory. That's a big deal for coach Sam Pittman, who was on the hot seat after going 4-8 last year. First-year offensive coordinator Bobby Petrino has helped. The Razorbacks have jumped from 100th in FBS in total offense last season to No. 7 this year.
Key matchup
Arkansas tight end Luke Hasz vs. Ole Miss linebacker Chris Paul. Hasz caught four passes for 59 yards and two touchdowns last week. Paul, who transferred from Arkansas in the offseason, may not be his direct man-to-man matchup, but should draw occasional assignments. He leads the Rebels in tackles with 60.




Players to watch
Ole Miss: Tre Harris missed last week's game against Oklahoma with a leg injury and still leads the team in receptions with 59 catches, 987 yards and six touchdowns. Rebels coach Lane Kiffin called him "probably the best receiver in the country." He's expected to be healthy for this game.
Arkansas: When Arkansas quarterback Taylen Green gets rolling, the Razorbacks do, too. Only Vanderbilt's Diego Pavia has more yards from the position in the SEC. He is prone to interceptions, though. He had a 1-to-1 touchdown-to-interception ratio before last week's five-score performance against Mississippi State.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
Ole Miss and Arkansas have split their last 14 meetings at seven wins apiece. Two of Ole Miss' victories in the series have since been vacated after the NCAA found several violations under coach then-coach Hugh Freeze. ... Ole Miss QB Jaxson Dart currently is on pace to set the school record for passing yards in a single season. ... Paul was the Razorbacks' second leading tackler in 2023. ... Ole Miss has won just one time in Fayetteville since 2008, when former Arkansas head coach Houston Nutt was coaching the Rebels and Petrino was running the program for Arkansas.
___
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            TCU quarterback Josh Hoover (10) throws the ball in the first half of an NCAA college football game against Texas Tech in Fort Worth, Texas, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (Chris Torres/Star-Telegram via AP)
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TCU (5-3, 3-2 Big 12) at Baylor (4-4, 2-3), Saturday, 8 p.m. ET (ESPN2)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Baylor by 3.
Series record: TCU leads 59-53-7.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
TCU is trying to stay on the fringe of the race for the Big 12 championship game after victories at Utah and at home over Texas Tech. Baylor is seeking its first three-game winning streak since 2022. At that point two years ago, the Bears were 18-5 under coach Dave Aranda. A four-game losing streak to finish that season started a 5-17 slide that jeopardized Aranda's job. The Bears blew out Texas Tech two weeks ago to end an eight-game Big 12 skid and last week's victory over Oklahoma State ended an eight-game home skid in conference play. Aranda is 0-4 against TCU, and the Horned Frogs have won eight of the past nine in the series. 
KEY MATCHUP
Aranda vs. TCU offensive coordinator Kendal Briles. The Baylor coach took over defensive play-calling after going 3-9 last season. Briles is in his second season as the play-caller for coach Sonny Dykes. He had the same role at Baylor under his dad, Art Briles, when the elder Briles was fired in the wake of a scandal involving the program's handling of sexual assault allegations. During the TCU game, Baylor is honoring the 2013 and 2014 Big 12 championship teams coached by Art Briles.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
TCU: QB Josh Hoover threw for three touchdowns but had three turnovers against Texas Tech. The Horned Frogs have had 16 turnovers (eight fumbles, eight interceptions) that have led to 58 points for opponents in their last four games. 
Baylor: Sophomore RB Dawson Pendergrass had his first career 100-yard game with 142 yards on just six carries against Oklahoma State. His 55-yard touchdown came soon after the Cowboys pulled within 31-28 with five minutes remaining.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
TCU is back in Waco for the first time since kicking a winning field goal on the final play, part of the Horned Frogs' 12-0 regular season in 2022 on their way to the national title game they lost to Georgia. ... The most compelling game of Baylor's 2014 Big 12 title season was a 61-58 victory over TCU the year McLane Stadium opened. Both teams lost just once in the regular season, but both were left out of the first four-team playoff. ... WR Savion Williams has led TCU in rushing each of the past two games. He had 72 yards both times. ... Baylor QB Sawyer Robertson has at least 3 three touchdown passes in each of the past four games, accounting for 14 of his 17 on the season. He also has two rushing TDs in that span.
___
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            Arizona State's Cam Skattebo breaks a tackle by Cincinnati's Josh Minkins on a touchdown run during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Cincinnati. (AP Photo/Kareem Elgazzar)
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            Arizona State's Cam Skattebo scores a touchdown as Cincinnati's Jared Bartlett tries to make the tackle at the goal line during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Cincinnati. (AP Photo/Kareem Elgazzar)
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            Oklahoma State running back Ollie Gordon II reaches across the goal line to score against Baylor in the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024, in Waco, Texas. (Jerry Larson/Waco Tribune-Herald via AP)
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Arizona State (5-2, 2-2 Big 12) at Oklahoma State (3-5, 0-5), Saturday, 7 p.m. ET (FS1)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Arizona State by 3 1/2.
Series record: Oklahoma State leads 3-2.
What's at stake?
Both teams are looking to get back in the win column after road losses. Arizona State quarterback Sam Leavitt, who cracked a rib in the Sun Devils' win over Utah on Oct. 11 and didn't play in a 24-14 loss to Cincinnati on Oct. 19, will start for the Sun Devils. Oklahoma State must win three of its last four games to extend the nation's sixth longest active bowl streak to 19 seasons. The Cowboys have dropped five straight for the first time since 2014. 
Key matchup
Arizona State RB Cam Skattebo vs. Oklahoma State front seven. Skattebo, who leads the Big 12 in all-purpose yards (161.6 per game), has rushed for 862 yards and 10 touchdowns and caught 23 passes for 283 yards. Oklahoma State, meanwhile, surrendered 343 yards on the ground vs. Baylor, including 156 in the fourth quarter. Cowboys coach Mike Gundy said the Bears gained 258 yards on 21 missed tackles. 




Players to watch
Arizona State: WR Jordyn Tyson. The Colorado transfer, a redshirt sophomore, has caught 31 passes for 477 yards (15.39 yard average) and four touchdowns. "He's a guy who needs to touch it more," Arizona State coach Kenny Dillingham said. "He's a guy we've got to put on the field more."
Oklahoma State: RB Ollie Gordon I. Last season's Doak Walker Award winner as the nation's top running back started slowly, topping 50 yards rushing just once in five games against FBS opponents. But he ran for 107 yards and two touchdowns against BYU, then rushed for 77 yards and two scores against Baylor in his last two games. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
Saturday is homecoming for Oklahoma State. ... Cowboys offensive lineman Isaia Glass, a transfer from Arizona State, is expected to start at left tackle against his former team. ... Skattebo's 695 yards after contact rushing and receiving is seventh in the FBS, according to Sportradar. ... Oklahoma State ranks 132nd out of 133 FBS teams in total defense (499.9 yards per game) and rushing defense (251 yards per game). 
___
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            Minnesota Vikings defensive coordinator Brian Flores stands on the field during an NFL football workout in Eagan, Minn., Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 10 | 
            Indianapolis Colts quarterbacks Anthony Richardson (5) and Joe Flacco (15) warm up before an NFL football game against the Houston Texans, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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            Minnesota Vikings defensive coordinator Brian Flores, center, stands on the field during an NFL football workout in Eagan, Minn., Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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                                        MINNEAPOLIS (AP) -- The Minnesota Vikings surged to the top of the NFL with a five-game winning streak to start the season, fueled by a disruptive and relentless defense that suddenly became vulnerable in losing twice in a five-day span.
Did the rest of the league crack the code? Or did the Vikings simply get successively outplayed by two elite quarterbacks and the wealth of receiving, blocking and running talent around them? The Indianapolis Colts have the tough task of traveling to Minnesota to find out.
"Our fans really show up and do their part for sure. We've got to feed off that, feed off each other and take advantage of that being an advantage," said Vikings safety Harrison Smith, looking ahead to the Sunday night matchup that more than likely will have the U.S. Bank Stadium crowd at its loudest.

    


The pre-snap disguises employed by defensive coordinator Brian Flores in his pressure-driven scheme have flustered many an opponent, particularly when the Vikings have the lead and are playing at home. Jared Goff and the Detroit Lions didn't flinch in a 31-29 comeback victory at Minnesota on Oct. 20. Neither did Matthew Stafford and the Los Angeles Rams last week in their 30-20 win. After returning home from the West Coast and having extra time to rest, the Vikings (5-2) are eager to get their defense back on track.




They'll face another veteran quarterback in Joe Flacco, who replaced 2023 fourth overall draft pick Anthony Richardson as the starter.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"He's seen every type of disguise in the world, every defense, every pressure, every blitz, so knowing that we really just have to be perfect on all of our assignments," safety Cam Bynum said.

    



    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


The Colts (4-4) have had all eight of their games decided by six points or fewer.
"When I'm preparing to start football games, that is where I feel most comfortable," Flacco said. "This is where I feel at home."
Hockenson makes his debut
Vikings tight end T.J. Hockenson has rejoined the active roster, taking the place of injured left tackle Christian Darrisaw. Hockenson spent the first eight weeks on the physically unable to perform list while completing his rehabilitation from a torn ACL and MCL in his right knee that occurred in the team's Week 16 game last season. The passing attack could use the boost.

    


"It's the production that he brings and the mismatch that he can create against safeties and linebackers," offensive coordinator Wes Phillips said. "His ability to win versus match or man coverage, all those things are pretty unique for a tight end that also gives you value in the run game like he does."
Hockenson said he felt ready to play at full speed two months ago at the end of training camp, but he praised the team's medical staff for not only keeping him on track but making it clear why each step of the rehab program made sense.
"You do really have to stay patient with something like this," Hockenson said. "I've felt good for months now, but to actually go out there, there's data that says nine months is the key."
Familiar faces
Colts wide receiver Michael Pittman Jr. will have a couple of old friends to seek out after the game. The former Southern California teammate of Vikings quarterback Sam Darnold also grew close to Vikings cornerback Stephon Gilmore, who played for the Colts in 2022. Pittman credited the 2019 AP NFL Defensive Player of the Year with teaching him how to cope with strong and savvy players in the secondary, as the two of them frequently squared off in practice that season.

    


Changes coming from Cooter?
Colts offensive coordinator Jim Bob Cooter has been tasked with tweaking the game plan to account for the difference in styles, experience and skills between the pure drop-back passer in the 39-year-old Flacco and the dual-threat dynamism of the 22-year-old Richardson.
"There's some different strengths and weaknesses with each guy," Cooter said. "Obviously, Anthony moves around, makes plays with his legs a little bit more often, and that's the obvious one. I'll hold the rest. I'll let Flores and the gang at Minnesota sort of think about that."
Slow start for Addison
The Vikings are eager for a bigger impact from wide receiver Jordan Addison, who had 911 yards and 10 touchdowns as a rookie last season but has not had more than three catches in any game this year. Addison, who missed two games last month with an ankle injury, had just two receptions for 22 yards against the Rams last week. He has scored once this season.

    



"I'm doing everything that I can. I'm learning and watching the film and trying to to get better. I'm looking forward to having a good game this week," Addison said. "Just keep getting open. That's my job as a receiver, so that's what I'm going to keep doing."
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL
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FAYETTEVILLE, Ark. (AP) -- Lane Kiffin's approach with his Ole Miss football team is to keep his team's eyes on the prize.
According to the Rebels' coach, some outside the program were suggesting Ole Miss (6-2, 2-2 Southeastern Conference) didn't beat a down Oklahoma team badly enough last week. With a middling Arkansas bunch up next on Saturday, Kiffin told his players to appreciate two-score, in-conference wins and simply get ready for the next one.
"It's kind of the world we live in around here now," Kiffin said. "People have these expectations that you got to win by so many points and I think that probably happens at a lot of places with playoffs and all the fan excitement about that. Not just do you win, but how much do you win by.'"
The fear is that the Rebels don't look too far ahead with No. 2 Georgia coming up after the trip to Arkansas.

    


No. 19 Ole Miss just needs to win, regardless of final margin, against the Razorbacks (5-3, 3-2) to make that game against Georgia one of national importance for both schools. But the win must come first.
The Rebels have plenty of firepower to make it happen. Ole Miss is second in FBS in total offense, averaging 538 yards per game, and first in FBS in scoring defense, giving up only 11 points per game. A big reason for rankings so high is because Kiffin's bunch won their first four games of the season by a combined score of 220-21, beating up on Furman, Middle Tennessee, Wake Forest and Georgia Southern.




Games in the Southeastern Conference have been decidedly more mixed. Arkansas is ahead in the standings, in part by virtue of having played one more league game than the Rebels. Ole Miss has alternated wins and losses over its four SEC games. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Arkansas is riding high after scoring 58 points against Mississippi State last week in a 33-point win. Quarterback Taylen Green threw for 314 yards and five touchdowns and ran for another 79 yards and a score. He's the first dual-threat signal-caller the Rebels will have faced in the SEC.

    


"We've got to do a great job of containing him," Kiffin said. "This guy is as talented and long as they come. We're going to have to do whatever he tries to do."
Arkansas has had moderate success doing the same against Ole Miss quarterback Jaxson Dart, who is positioning himself for potential All-American honors. In two previous games against Arkansas, Dart has thrown for an average of less than 200 yards per and has just two touchdown passes and an interception.
Tre Harris
Last week, against Oklahoma, Dart was without Tre Harris (leg injury), a player Kiffin called "probably the best receiver in the country." Pittman anticipated Harris' return for Saturday and knows his 55th-ranked defense will be tested.
"Obviously well coached with coach Kiffin," Pittman said. "Seemed like this year, a little bit different. ... Just a really, really good football team that's very explosive."
Dart's season
Dart enters the game fourth in FBS in yards per game, having yet to throw for fewer than 261 yards in a single game this season. Arkansas is ranked 88th against the pass and has given up totals higher than that three times -- though the Razorbacks won two of those games and lost the other in overtime. 

    


Series history
Arkansas leads the all-time series 38-30-1. Two of Ole Miss' victories in the series have been vacated after the NCAA found several violations under coach former coach Hugh Freeze.
___
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Maine (4-4) at Oklahoma (4-4), Saturday, 2:30 p.m. ET (SECN+/ESPN+).
BetMGM College Football Odds: Oklahoma by 34 1/2.
Series record: First meeting.
What's at stake?
Oklahoma has lost three straight and has already fired its offensive coordinator. A loss to Football Championship Subdivision member Maine would be rock bottom for the Sooners and their already disgruntled fanbase. Despite the losing skid, Oklahoma's offense looked better during last week's 26-14 loss at Ole Miss under new play-caller Joe Jon Finley. The Sooners want to use this game against the Black Bears to build momentum for a final stretch that includes games against ranked opponents Missouri, LSU and Alabama.
Key matchup
Maine offensive line vs. Oklahoma pass rush: Oklahoma ranks seventh in FBS in sacks per game with 3.2. Defensive end R. Mason Thomas leads the Sooners with six sacks. Maine allows 2.8 sacks per game, one of the highest totals in FCS.

    


Players to watch
Maine: QB Carter Peevy. He has passed for 1,591 yards and 11 touchdowns with just four interceptions. He's a graduate student who passed for nearly 4,000 yards in his career at Mercer before transferring.
Oklahoma: RB Jovantae Barnes. He ran for 67 yards on 16 carries and caught five passes for 57 yards against Ole Miss. He has separated himself from the other backs on the team with his versatility and blocking.




Facts & figures
Maine has four all-time wins against FBS teams. The most recent was a 35-10 victory over UMass in 2021. ... Oklahoma coach Brent Venables said during the week that starting offensive lineman Jacob Sexton will be out this week. ... Oklahoma QB Jackson Arnold has completed 60% of his passes for 407 yards with three touchdowns and no interceptions since being re-inserted into the lineup in the second quarter two games ago against South Carolina. ... Oklahoma LB Danny Stutsman was a first-team AP midseason All-American. ... Oklahoma has won 48 straight against unranked non-conference opponents. ... A loss would mean Oklahoma would drop three straight home games for the first time since 1997.
___
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UMass (2-6) at Mississippi State (1-7), Saturday, 4:15 p.m. ET (SEC).
BetMGM College Football Odds.: Mississippi State by 18 1/2.
Series: Mississippi State leads, 2-0.
What's at stake
UMass seeks a breakthrough in the second of three meetings against SEC schools. The Minutemen lost 45-3 at Missouri two weeks ago and face No. 2 Georgia on Nov. 23. MSU takes a break from the SEC grind and aims to halt a six-game losing streak. The Bulldogs are hoping for a breather with a grueling home stretch against No. 7 Tennessee, No. 25 Missouri and No. 19 archrival Mississippi coming up.
Key matchup
UMass has the nation's sixth-ranked passing defense (157.5 yards allowed per game) and the 36th-best unit overall (328.0). The Minutemen held Wagner to just 56 yards passing and 218 overall in last week's 35-7 win. MSU was outgained 673-471 in last week's 58-25 loss to Arkansas but finished nearly even in passing (314-309). The Bulldogs have surpassed 300 yards in two of the past three games including 306 against Georgia.




Players to watch
UMass wide receiver Jakobie Keeney-James is tied for 49th in FBS with 566 yards on 32 catches. His per-catch average of 17.7 yards ranks 43rd and per-game average of nearly 71 yards tying for 57th.
Mississippi State receiver Kevin Coleman Jr. has a three-game streak with at least eight receptions, totaling 292 yards and two TDs in that span. His 52 catches for 636 yards rank second and fourth respectively in the SEC. Coleman has caught a pass in 25 straight games, the 24th-longest active streak in FBS.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
MSU won the previous meeting 34-23 in 2017 in Starkville. ... The Minutemen are playing as an independent before joining the Mid-American Conference as a full member on July 1. ... UMass has 14 transfers from Power Four schools but only kicker Jacob Lurie (Vanderbilt) has SEC experience. ... QB Taisun Phommachanh is tied for 68th nationally with 1,541 yards passing. ... MSU cornerback Isaac Smith ranks second in the SEC with 74 stops and tied for 13th in FBS. ... The Bulldogs averaged nearly 408 yards per game in October.
___
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No. 4 Ohio State (6-1, 3-1 Big Ten) at No. 3 Penn State (7-0, 4-0), Saturday, noon ET (FOX)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Ohio State by 3 1/2.
Series record: Ohio State leads 25-14.
What's at stake?
Just about everything, particularly for Ohio State. A second conference loss by the Buckeyes would likely knock them out of Big Ten Championship consideration and dent their College Football Playoff hopes. The Nittany Lions may have a little more wiggle room but snapping a seven-game losing streak to the Buckeyes would give Penn State's postseason resume a massive boost.
Key matchup
Ohio State's offensive line vs. Penn State's defensive front. The Buckeyes were slowed last week against a Nebraska defense that had given up 56 points the previous week to Indiana. Now Ohio State faces the Big Ten's second-ranked defense (Ohio State is No. 1) on the road in front of 100,000-plus at Beaver Stadium three weeks after dropping a thriller at Oregon.




Players to watch
Ohio State: LB Cody Simon. The graduate student and defensive captain is coming off a brilliant performance in the taut victory over Nebraska in which he broke up a fourth-down pass at the goal line to end one Cornhusker possession and recorded a pair of tackles for loss on Nebraska's final possession.
Penn State: TE Tyler Warren. No matter who the quarterback is with Drew Allar's status uncertain due to injury, the plan figures to ensure Warren gets involved. Warren almost single-handedly brought Penn State back in a win over Southern California and he remains their most consistent offensive threat.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
This is the first time the teams have met with both ranked in the top 5 since No. 3 Ohio State drilled No. 4 Penn State 38-7 in 1996. ... If Penn State can get a lead, look out. The Nittany Lions have allowed just 30 points in the second half this season, including just six in the fourth quarter. ... Ohio State QB Will Howard is second in the nation in quarterback efficiency (183.90), third in completion percentage (74.0) and is tied for 14th in touchdown passes (17). ... Penn State hasn't lost a game on Nov. 2 since 1935 (10 straight victories). ... Ohio State freshman wide receiver Jeremiah Smith is six receptions shy of tying Hall of Famer Cris Carter's school record for a freshman. Smith has 35 through seven games. Carter had 41 in 1984. ... The Buckeyes had a season-low 285 yards last week against Nebraska, just the third time since Day became head coach in 2019 that Ohio State has finished with under 300 yards. ... Penn State has one of the better running back duos in the country in Kaytron Allen (509 yards) and Nick Singleton (493 yards). Allen and Singleton are the first pair of Nittany Lion running backs since Lydell Mitchell and Franco Harris to share the backfield while each having over 2,000 career yards rushing. ... Ohio State is one of three teams in the FBS to score on every trip to the red zone: 27 for 27, including 25 touchdowns.
___
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            Washington quarterback Will Rogers throws during the first half of an NCAA college football game against the Indiana, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024, in Bloomington, Ind. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)
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            Southern California quarterback Miller Moss (7) celebrates a touchdown by running back Woody Marks (4) during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Rutgers, Friday, Oct. 25, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Kyusung Gong)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


USC (4-4, 2-3 Big Ten) at Washington (4-4, 2-3), Saturday, 7:30 p.m. ET (Big Ten Network)
BetMGM College Football Odds: USC by 2 1/2. 
Series Record: Trojans lead 52-31-4.
WHAT'S AT STAKE
Both teams are struggling in their first seasons in the Big Ten. Washington, which played in the national championship game last season, has lost three out of the last four games, including a loss last weekend at Indiana. But the Huskies have won 18 straight home games, the second-longest streak in the nation. Washington needs to win two of its last four games to be bowl eligible but the remaining schedule includes No. 3 Penn State and No. 1 Oregon. The Trojans likewise need two more wins with a schedule ahead that includes Nebraska and Notre Dame. USC is coming off a win over Rutgers that snapped a three-game skid. 
KEY MATCHUP
It may come down to passing. Washington leads the nation in allowing an average of just 123.1 passing yards a game and the Huskies are ranked sixth nationally in total defense. USC's passing offense is ranked 16th nationally, averaging 291 yards a game overall. Quarterback Miller Moss has thrown for 16 touchdowns, but he also has six interceptions. 

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
USC: RB Woody Marks has rushed for 755 yards and eight touchdowns this season. Marks, who transferred to USC after four seasons at Mississippi State, had a career game against Rutgers, with three rushing touchdowns, all in the first half. The last Trojan running back with three rushing TDs in a game was Vavae Malepeai in 2021. 
Washington: QB Will Rogers will remain the Huskies' starter, ahead of freshman Demond Williams Jr. Coach Jedd Fisch said Rogers "continues to give us the best chance." He has thrown for 2,022 yards and 13 touchdowns, with a 72.3% completion rate. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
In the last Pacific Northwest meeting between the two teams, Washington won 28-14 in Seattle. In the last meeting overall, then No. 2 Washington defeated USC 52-42 last year in Los Angeles. ... Washington State WR Denzel Boston has nine touchdown catches, tops in the Big Ten and fourth in the nation. His touchdown catches put him at eighth on the Huskies' single-season list. ... Trojan WR Makai had four catches for a career-high 134 yards against Rutgers. .... Washington LB Carson Bruener has 55 tackles this season. 
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                    FILE - Ethiopian athlete Tsehay Gemechu crosses the finish line in second place in the women's race of the Tokyo Marathon in Tokyo, Japan, March 5, 2023. (Rodrigo Reyes Marin/Pool Photo via AP, File)
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                                        MONACO (AP) -- Former Tokyo Marathon runner-up Tsehay Gemechu was banned for four years because of suspected blood doping, the Athletics Integrity Unit said Thursday.
The 25-year-old Ethiopian also was disqualified from all her results and prize money earned since March 2020, including second place in the elite-level Tokyo race in March 2023. Her run of just under 2 hours, 17 minutes had ranked No. 24 in the women's all-time list.
Gemechu also placed fourth over 5,000 meters at the 2019 world championships in Doha, Qatar, and ran in the 10,000 at the Tokyo Olympics held in 2021. She already was disqualified from that Olympics race for a lane violation. She did not finish the marathon at the 2023 worlds in Budapest, Hungary.
The AIU said Gemechu had suspicious blood values in her athlete biological passport. It can show indicators of doping over longer periods of time without the need for a positive test. 

Gemechu gave 50 blood samples over a five-year period with those taken in March 2020 then April and May 2022 "indicative of blood manipulation," according to an independent doping tribunal's verdict.
She is banned until November 2027.
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/hub/sports
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            FILE - Pittsburgh head coach Pat Narduzzi, left, celebrates with quarterback Eli Holstein, right, after defeating West Virginia in an NCAA college football game, Sept. 14, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed, File)
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 7 | 
            SMU quarterback Kevin Jennings (7) passes against Stanford during the second half of an NCAA college football game in Stanford, Calif., Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)
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            Miami quarterback Cam Ward looks to pass during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Florida State, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024, in Miami Gardens, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Things to watch this week in the Atlantic Coast Conference:
Game of the week
No. 18 Pittsburgh (7-0, 3-0 ACC) at No. 20 SMU (7-1, 4-0), Saturday, 8 p.m. ET (ACC Network)
Another week, another unexpected matchup for the top of the Atlantic Coast Conference. The Panthers and Mustangs remain perfect in the league, two of the most surprising teams in the conference. The winner gets the upper hand on the road to the ACC championship game. 
Pitt is 7-0 for the first time since 1982, when Dan Marino was quarterback and the program was among the best in the game. This time, the Panthers are led by Alabama transfer quarterback Eli Holstein, who left with an undisclosed injury late in a win over Syracuse. However, Pitt coach Pat Narduzzi said Holstein was medically cleared and is expected to start. 
SMU's only loss came in September to No. 9 and unbeaten BYU. The Mustangs, in their first year in the ACC, have won six in a row including their first four league games. Kevin Jennings has thrown for 1,594 yards with 10 touchdowns and five interceptions. 




The undercard
Duke (6-2, 2-2) at No. 5 Miami (8-0, 4-0), Saturday, noon ET (ABC). 
The Hurricanes are off to their best start since the 2017 team reached the ACC title game after a 10-0 start. 
Miami will have to get past Duke and coach Manny Diaz, who led the Hurricanes from 2019-21. Diaz was hired by the Blue Devils this past offseason and has continued the team's run of success. 
Diaz still has a place in the area and has friends on staff. But "I'm different as a coach, as a head coach and as a man than when I was at Miami," he said this week. "Certainly, the program is in a different place, by every metric, from when I was there. So I'm at peace, I've moved on." 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Impact player
Clemson QB Cade Klubnik has rallied since the 34-3 loss to Georgia in the season opener back in August. In the six wins since, Klubnik has thrown for 1,694 yards, completed 67.3 % of his passes with 20 touchdowns and two interceptions. 

    


Inside the numbers
Holstein is the first Pitt freshman to win his first seven starts since Marino over the 1979-80 seasons. ... Duke is looking for a win over a ranked opponent for a second straight season, something is has not done since 2015-16. ... Clemson is 79-3 over the past eight seasons when leading at halftime. The .963 percentage leads the country in that span. ... Florida State, which plays at North Carolina this week, has won eight straight games in November over the past two seasons. ... Louisville has won eight straight games when holding opponents to 30 points or less the past two seasons. 
Tops in the state
Miami coach Mario Cristobal said he was glad about the 36-14 win over Florida State last week for several reasons, none more important than continuing the Hurricanes perfect record against teams from the Sunshine State. The Hurricanes have beaten Power Four rivals Florida and the Seminoles and a Group of Five team in USF.
"I think it sends a strong message. I think all recruits, in-state and out-of-state, can now clearly see the trajectory of this program versus the trajectory of the other programs," he said. 

    


___
This story corrects the SMU quarterback's first name to Kevin Jennings.
----

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/acc-football-week-10-54e403b73a7e2544135673becd24ae91



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Eagles return home looking to defeat struggling Jaguars | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Eagles return home looking to defeat struggling Jaguars

    Eagles return home looking to defeat struggling Jaguars

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            Philadelphia Eagles quarterback Jalen Hurts reacts following an NFL football game against the Cincinnati Bengals, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in Cincinnati. The Eagles won 37-17. (AP Photo/Jeff Dean)
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            Jacksonville Jaguars' Trevor Lawrence congratulates Brian Thomas Jr. after a touchdown catch during the second half of an NFL football game against the Green Bay Packers Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in Jacksonville, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)
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                                        Jacksonville (2-6) at Philadelphia (5-2)
Sunday, 4:05 p.m. EST, CBS
BetMGM NFL odds: Eagles by 7 1/2.

    


Against the spread: Jaguars 4-4; Philadelphia 4-3
Series record: Eagles lead 4-3.
Last meeting: On Oct. 2, 2022, Miles Sanders rushed for 135 yards and two touchdowns to lead Philadelphia to a 29-21 home victory over the Jaguars.
Last week: Jaguars lost 30-27 at home to Green Bay; Eagles won 37-17 at Cincinnati.
Eagles offense: overall (8), rush (2), pass (20), scoring (10).

    


Eagles defense: overall (7), rush (8), pass (10), scoring (7).
Jaguars offense: overall (14), rush (16), pass (16), scoring (21).
Jaguars defense: overall (29), rush (9), pass (31), scoring (T-29).
Turnover differential: Jaguars minus-5; Eagles minus-4

    


Eagles player to watch
RB Saquon Barkley continues to be a bright spot for Philadelphia after signing for $26 million guaranteed with the Eagles in the offseason. The No. 2 overall pick in 2018, who played the past six seasons with the Giants, has rushed for 109.4 yards per game, which is second in the NFL. 
Jaguars player to watch
Walker Little finally landed a starting tackle role with the Jaguars, with free agency looming. The 2021 second-round draft pick out of Stanford is in the final year of his rookie contract. Little has played in 48 games, with 18 starts, since general manager Trent Baalke selected him with the 45th overall pick that year. He has fallen short of expectations during his Jacksonville tenure. The Jaguars could use this as an evaluation period following Cam Robinson's trade this week.

    






Key matchup
Jaguars rookie WR Brian Thomas Jr. against Philadelphia's secondary. Thomas has been impressive in his early career, with 33 receptions for 573 yards and five touchdowns. His TD receptions are tied for sixth most in the NFL and just one shy of the club's single-season rookie record of six, set by Allen Hurns. The Eagles secondary ranks 10th in the league, averaging 193.9 yards allowed per game, and is anchored by six-time Pro Bowl selection Darius Slay. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Key injuries
Jaguars: RB Travis Etienne (hamstring) was limited in practice on Wednesday after missing the past two games. Starting guards Ezra Cleveland (ankle) and Brandon Scherff (knee) are both banged up. Receiver Christian Kirk will miss the remainder of the season after breaking his left collarbone. ... Eagles: TE Dallas Goedert (hamstring) did not practice on Wednesday after being sidelined for the past two games.

    



    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Series notes
The Eagles are 2-1 against Jacksonville in the three meetings in Philadelphia. ... Jaguars coach Doug Pederson spent five seasons with Philadelphia, including the Eagles' Super Bowl run in the 2017 season.
Stats and stuff
Jaguars: Jacksonville ranks near the bottom of several defensive categories, including total defense (382.1 yards per game/29th), pass defense (271.1 yards per game/31st) and points allowed (28.0 points per game/T-29th). ... Coach Doug Pederson was 42-37-1 as Philadelphia's coach from 2016 to 2020 and led the Eagles to the franchise's only Super Bowl victory in 2017. ... Logan Cooke averaged 59.6 yards, including one 73-yarder, on five punts last week against the Packers. ... DE Travon Walker has a team-high 61/2 sacks. ... RB Tank Bigsby has rushed for 493 yards and four touchdowns. ... QB Trevor Lawrence has thrown for 1,835 yards and 11 TDs. Eagles: QB Jalen Hurts has been on a roll in his past three games, completing 71.2% of his passes for 614 yards and four touchdowns over that stretch. The Eagles' $255 million franchise quarterback has 15 total touchdowns this season, which ranks fifth in the NFL. ... WR A.J. Brown leads the team with 408 yards, three touchdowns and 21 catches despite missing three games because of an injury. ... RT Lane Johnson has not allowed a sack this season.... LB Zack Baun has a team-high 69 tackles. ... Philadelphia will wear its Kelly Green throwback jerseys.
Fantasy tip

Philadelphia WR DeVonta Smith has caught touchdowns in three of his six games this season, totaling 386 yards and 31 receptions. In his third game back after sitting out one because of an injury, Smith had six catches for 85 yards, including a 45-yard TD reception, against the Bengals last week. Smith will be facing a Jacksonville pass defense ranked 31st in the NFL.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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            SMU's Kevin Jennings (7) carries the ball past Duke's Alex Howard (3) during the second half of an NCAA college football game in Durham, N.C., Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben McKeown)
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No. 18 Pittsburgh (7-0, 3-0 ACC) at No. 20 SMU (7-1, 4-0), Saturday, 8 p.m. ET (ACC Network)
BetMGM College Football Odds: SMU by 7 1/2.
Series record: SMU leads 3-2-1.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
This is an unexpected November matchup of ACC teams without a conference loss. Pittsburgh is trying to get to 8-0 overall for the first time since 1981 after being picked to finish near the bottom of the expanded 17-team league. ACC newcomer SMU has won its first four conference games, the past three on the road, since beating Florida State 42-16 in its last home game Sept. 28. 
KEY MATCHUP
SMU's offense against Pitt's young defense, which has five interceptions (three returned for TDs) and 10 sacks over the last two games. The Panthers had five picks and 12 sacks in their first five games. SMU is coming off an overtime win at Duke when it became the first team since 2011 to win after losing the turnover battle by six or more. The Mustangs had six turnovers and no takeaways. 




PLAYERS TO WATCH
Pittsburgh: Sophomore LB Rasheem Biles returned an interception 35 yards for a touchdown last week against Syracuse, and his game-high 12 tackles included a 15-yard sack after missing the Panthers' previous game. Playing primarily special teams as a freshman last season, his three blocked punts were the most among FBS players. 
SMU: The Mustangs have won all five games since Kevin Jennings took over as the starting quarterback, but he had five turnovers (three interceptions and two lost fumbles) at Duke. Jennings has completed 110 of 171 passes (64.3%) for 1,594 yards with 10 TDs and five interceptions, and is SMU's second-leading rusher at 40 yards per game.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
SMU has won a school-record 13 conference games in a row, including all eight last year in their final American Athletic Conference season. ... This is the first regular-season meeting between the schools since 1948. SMU has won two bowl meetings since: the Compass Bowl at the end of the 2011 season and the Cotton Bowl on New Year's Day 1983. ... Pitt kicker Ben Sauls' school-record 14 consecutive made field goals includes four 50-yard kicks. ... Pitt junior running back Desmond Reid leads the ACC with 160.2 all-purpose yards per game, though the 5-foot-8 Reid was slowed against Syracuse, when he ran for just 47 yards and was held without a catch for the first time this season.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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Florida (4-3, 2-2 SEC) vs No. 2 Georgia (6-1, 4-1), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (ABC).
BetMGM College Football Odds: Georgia by 16 1/2.
Series record: Debatable. Georgia says it leads 56-44-2 and counts a victory in 1904. Florida insists that first meeting came two years before the school formally formed its football program and says it should be 55-44-2.
What's at stake?
Maybe Georgia's spot in the College Football Playoff. With No. 19 Ole Miss and then seventh-ranked Tennessee up next, the Bulldogs probably can't afford a slip-up against Florida. Georgia has won three in a row and six of seven against the Gators in the neutral-site rivalry nicknamed "The World's Largest Outdoor Cocktail Party." Florida coach Billy Napier, who is 1-9 in rivalry games, need victories in November to secure a fourth year in Gainesville.
Key matchup

Georgia RB Trevor Etienne vs. his former team. Etienne left Florida after last season partly because he was tired of playing behind Montrell Johnson. He landed at the arch-rival Bulldogs and now leads the team with 422 yards rushing and seven touchdowns. But he has yet to top 100 yards in black and red. The Gators rank 15th in the league in rushing defense.

    


Players to watch

Georgia: Junior DL Mykel Williams, who had been slowed since the season opener because of an ankle injury, saw his most action in months against then-No. 1 Texas two weeks ago and was a dominant force. He finished with three tackles, including two sacks, and forced a fumble.
Florida: Freshman QB DJ Lagway will make his third career start in place of injured Graham Mertz. Lagway has been dynamic in the pocket, completing 10 passes that gained at least 40 yards in starts against Samford and Kentucky. Williams and the Bulldogs present a much tougher challenge.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
Georgia is 52-3 in its last 55 games. ... Bulldogs coach Kirby Smart is 6-2 in the 'Cocktail Party.' ... Georgia's Carson Beck is the third Jacksonville native to start at QB in the series in his hometown. Florida's Don Gaffney (1973-75) and Tim Tebow (2007-09) are the others. ... Georgia does not have a defensive or special teams touchdown this season. ... The Gators are 2-12 under Napier against ranked teams. ... Florida is the only team in the country with two qualified WRs averaging at least 20 yards a catch, Elijhah Badger (23.8) and Chimere Dike (20.0). ... The Gators have scored in 455 consecutive games, an NCAA-record streak that began in 1988.
___
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            Army quarterback Bryson Daily, right, hands the ball to running back Kanye Udoh during an NCAA colleague football game against East Carolina on Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in West Point, N.Y. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Air Force Falcons running back Dylan Carson (5) celebrates a touchdown by his teammate during an NCAA college football game against the Colorado State at Falcon Stadium in Colorado Springs, Colo., Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024. (Arthur H. Trickett-Wile/The Gazette via AP)
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            Army's Miles Steward, center, celebrates a touchdown with teammates during an NCAA college football game against East Carolina, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in West Point, N.Y. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Air Force players, including wide receiver Cameron Breier (6), stand during the national anthem before an NCAA college football game against Air Force in Colorado Springs, Colo., Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024. (Arthur H. Trickett-Wile/The Gazette via AP)
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Air Force (1-6) at No. 21 Army (7-0), Saturday, noon ET (CBS)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Army by 22 1/2.
Series record: Air Force 38-19-1.
What's at stake?
Army opens its defense of the Commander in Chief's trophy. A victory over Air Force sets up a winner-take-all outing against Navy -- which beat Air Force 34-7 last month -- for the CIC trophy on Dec. 14 in Landover, Maryland. The unbeaten Black Knights look to extend their nation's best winning streak to 12 games, dating to last season. Air Force can end a six-game losing streak.
Key matchup

This rivalry game is generally won in the trenches. Army's offensive line has paved the way for the nation's No. 1-ranked running game. The Black Knights have started the same five players up front through the first seven games. Air Force's defense has struggled against the run, allowing 205 or more yards in four of its losses. 

    


Players to watch
Air Force: LB Osaro Aihie. Aihie will need to be active and effected inside if it wants to slow Army's ground game.
Army: RB Tyrell Robinson, who made his season debut in a win over East Carolina. The senior, who has game-breaking speed, is one of only 12 players in academy history to surpass 3,000 all-purpose yards. After one carry last game, Robinson could play a bigger role. 




Facts & figures

Army is the only team in the nation to score a touchdown on its opening drive in every game this season. ... The Black Knights have scored 42 or more points in four straight outings. ... Army is one of two FBS teams (Indiana) to have yet to trail in a game. ... Army is 6-2 in its last six Commander in Chief's trophy games against Air Force and Navy. ... Air Force may lead the series over Army but is only 14-12 in games at West Point. ... Air Force is 8-9 after an open week under head coach Troy Calhoun, including 0-1 this season. The Falcons are 2-1 against Army following an open week. ... Air Force finished second in the nation in rushing last season, averaging 281.5 yards. This season, the Falcons are ranked 31st at 194.7. The last time Air Force finished a season under 200 was 1981. 
___
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JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (AP) -- Florida defensive end Jack Pyburn grew up in Jacksonville and regularly attended the rivalry against Georgia known as "The World's Largest Outdoor Cocktail Party." He remembers tailgating in "RV City," riding scooters through parking lots and screaming his head off for the Gators.
His family will be sitting in the same seats Saturday that they've occupied for years. And Pyburn doesn't want to let them down again.
"For me, it means everything," said Pyburn, a junior and the team's leading tackler. "Growing up in that environment and really truly knowing what this game is like, it makes or breaks some people's year for them. ... I was one of those people where this game would make or break my year, make or break my week. It was bad."
It's been even worse for Florida lately.
The Gators (4-3, 2-2 Southeastern Conference) have lost six of the last seven meetings, including three in a row by an average margin of 24 points. They hope to reverse the trend against No. 2 Georgia (6-1, 4-1), which has won three consecutive games by double digits after losing at Alabama to close out September.

    


And with key matchups looming against No. 19 Ole Miss and then No. 7 Tennessee, the Bulldogs probably can't afford a slip-up against Florida. Few guys on their sideline even know that feeling.




"It is personal," Georgia receiver Arian Smith said. "That borderline rivalry, you already know that it is going to be a physical game. It feels like a good win when we come out of it and our fans are right there cheering for us. We see the other side clearing out. It is just one of those games where we want to come out as a dominant win."

    


"Nothing but love for those guys"
Georgia running back Trevor Etienne will face his former teammates for the first time. Etienne left Florida after last season and landed with the Bulldogs, where he saw an opportunity to become a starter. He spent two years in Gainesville playing behind Montrell Johnson.
"I've got nothing but love for those guys," Etienne said.
The Gators also expressed respect for Etienne, who leads the team with 422 yards rushing and seven touchdowns.
"At the end of the day, the guy is my brother," Pyburn said. "Blood, sweat, and tears here together for two years. Came in with him. He's a great friend to me. He always has been. I have respect for him.
"There's no friends on the field, but before and after the game, always buddies, always friends. Just looking forward to competing against him because he's a great player."
Injury report
Georgia right guard Tate Ratledge is listed as probable after missing the last four games following ankle surgery. Defensive tackle Jordan Hall also is probable to make his season debut. He's been sidelined with a tibia stress fracture.
Georgia ruled out running back Branson Robinson (knee) and linebacker Smael Mondon (lower leg).
Florida will be without receiver Eugene Wilson III and cornerback Jason Marshall (shoulder). 
Gators looking for a faster start
The last three meetings have essentially been over by halftime, with Georgia leading 24-0 in 2021, 28-3 in 2022 and 26-7 last year. The Gators are well aware of those numbers, don't want to get behind early again and hope freshman quarterback DJ Lagway can help make a difference.
"It's everything," Pyburn said. "We have to come out there with the right mindset and set the tone early."

    


Georgia's first-half suspensions
Georgia safety Dan Jackson and defensive back Joenel Aguero are suspended for the first half following ejections for targeting against Texas. Jackson is the team's second-leading tackler with 37, and Aguero ranks eighth with 19.
"I'm not really worried about it," Georgia coach Kirby Smart said. "It is what it is right now."
Two more Florida defectors
In addition to Etienne, the Gators will get an up-close look at two more guys who were in Gainesville. Georgia hired Mark Robinson away from Florida coach Billy Napier's staff in late July and made him an associate athletics director as well as chief of staff of the football team. Former Florida quarterback Jaden Rashada, who is suing Napier and others over a failed name, image and likeness deal, will face his former team for the first time.

    


___
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No. 13 Indiana (8-0, 5-0 Big Ten) at Michigan State (4-4, 2-3), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (Peacock)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Indiana by 7 1/2.
Series record: Michigan State leads 50-18-2.
WHAT'S AT STAKE
The Hoosiers are playing for a lot more than a third straight road win in this series or taking the Old Brass Spittoon for the third time in five years. They're one of eight remaining unbeaten teams, in the mix for one of the 12 playoff spots and another win would give them a school record 9-0 start. The Spartans are hoping to rebound from a 24-17 loss at Michigan and keep their postseason bowl hopes alive.
KEY MATCHUP
Indiana's aggressive defense vs. Michigan State's turnover-prone offense. The Spartans have thrown more interceptions (nine) than touchdown passes (seven) and are averaging two giveaways per game. Indiana has 14 takeaways and still ranks among the FBS' top teams in turnover margin.




PLAYERS TO WATCH
Indiana: QBs Kurtis Rourke or Tayven Jackson. Coach Curt Cignetti believes Rourke will start after missing one game following surgery on his right thumb. If Rourke doesn't play, Jackson will make his second straight start. If Rourke plays, all eyes will be on his passing accuracy, something he struggled with before leaving the Nebraska game. 
Michigan State: LB Cal Haladay. With leading tackler Jordan Turner sitting out the first half due to his targeting penalty against Michigan, the Spartans will rely on Haladay. In three career games against Indiana, he has totaled 24 tackles, two tackles for a loss of five yards and one interception return for a touchdown. Haladay has the second-most tackles (40) on the team.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
Indiana and Army are the only FBS teams that have not trailed this season. According to Sportradar, they are the first teams since at least 2003 to not trail in their first eight games. ... Michigan State ranks 21st in the nation in time of possession at 31:48. The Spartans have not for the course of a season held the ball more than their opponent since 2019. ... Cignetti is the first FBS coach to ever start back-to-back seasons at 8-0 with different schools. He went 10-0 with James Madison last season. ... The Indiana team with the best start in school history was 8-0 before a 33-7 loss at Minnesota and went to the 1967 Rose Bowl. ... Michigan State ranks 129th out of 133 FBS teams in red zone offense (70%). ... Indiana has rushed for 30 TDs this season, trailing only Army (31), in the FBS.
___
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            FILE - Tamirat Tola of Ethiopia crosses the finish line to win the men's division of the New York City Marathon, Sunday, Nov. 5, 2023, in New York.(AP Photo/Craig Ruttle, File)
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            FILE - Hellen Obiri of Kenya crosses the finish line to win the women's division of the New York City Marathon, Sunday, Nov. 5, 2023, in New York.(AP Photo/Craig Ruttle, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Defending New York City Marathon champions Tamirat Tola and Hellen Obiri are looking to be the first repeat winners in nearly a decade.
"It was not easy to win New York; I know every athlete who is coming here is confident," said Tola, who set the course record last year. "I also compete to win, so I know I'm up for the task."
If Tola does win on Sunday, the 33-year-old from Ethiopia will be the first man to repeat as champion in New York since Geoffrey Mutai of Kenya won in 2011 and 2013. The 2012 race was canceled because of Superstorm Sandy.
Tola has more history on the line: He is looking to join select company by becoming only the second runner to win both an Olympic gold and the NYC marathon in the same year, equaling the feat accomplished by Peres Jepchirchir of Kenya in 2021.
Jepchirchir is the first runner to win the Olympic, New York and Boston marathons over a career.

    


Tola is coming off a win at the Paris Games, where he set an Olympic record in the marathon. He said the Paris and New York race courses were similar because of the hills.
To defend his title on his favorite course, he'll have to beat a stellar field that includes past winners Geoffrey Kamworor (2017, 2019), Albert Korir (2021) and Evans Chebet (2022), who all are from Kenya.




Bashir Abdi of Belgium won the silver medal in Paris and also is in the race. Conner Mantz and Clayton Young, who finished eighth and ninth in Paris, are the top American men.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Obiri, a 34-year-old from Kenya who won the bronze medal at the Paris Olympics, is trying to become the first woman to win consecutive races since Mary Keitany of Kenya won three in a row from 2014-16.
"Winning back to back is what I'm looking forward to," Obiri said.
She'll need to beat her own loaded field to accomplish that feat. Other past champions in Sunday's race on the women's side include Sharon Lokedi (2022) and Edna Kiplagat (2010), both of Kenya. American standouts Dakotah Popehn and Jenny Simpson also are running.

    


"I keep calling this my encore tour," said Popehn, who got married last weekend. "When I'm having fun I race the best anyway. My goals are to be the top American, keep that title going from the Olympics. I think I can be in the top five overall."
Swiss stars Marcel Hug and Manuela Schar, who have won nine New York City marathons, headline the wheelchair fields. Hug has won every race he started this year, including at the Paris Paralympics.
The NYC marathon has been held since 1970 and had more than 50,000 runners finish the race last year. The race is organized by the nonprofit New York Road Runners. Runners can get into the marathon a variety of ways, including a qualifying time, a lottery or charitable contributions.
For the first time, the organization added a "Team for Climate" that allowed runners to donate $3,000 for carbon credits to get entry into the race. While it's been warm all week in New York, with temperatures in the 70s and 80s Fahrenheit (20s Celsius), race day is supposed to see it cool down to the 50s.

Trying to improve the experience for runners after the 26.2-mile race, New York Road Runners worked with the city and arts organizations to provide deals on some museum entries and tickets to Broadway shows.
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


North Carolina (4-4, 1-3 ACC) at Florida State (1-7, 1-6), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (ACC Network)
BetMGM College Football Odds: North Carolina by 2 1/2.
Series record: FSU leads 17-3-1
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
North Carolina seeks to build on its most impressive win of the season, a 44-14 win over Virginia on Saturday. The Tar Heels had been in a tailspin, dropping four straight games, but are now in position to fight for bowl eligibility in November with a win over struggling Florida State. The Seminoles are 1-6 in ACC games, their worst mark since joining the conference in 1992.
KEY MATCHUP
Florida State run defense vs. UNC run game. Omarion Hampton has run for 1,006 yards, averaging 5.6 yards per carry. Florida State coach Mike Norvell called Hampton the ACC's top back and the best the Seminoles have faced. Stopping the run has not been a strength for Florida State, which ranks 106th in the FBS and allows 190.75 yards rushing per game.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Florida State: RB Lawrance Toafili leads the team in carries (70) and yards rushing (279). But the senior only had six carries for 26 yards and one reception for seven yards in the Seminoles' 36-14 loss at Miami. Florida State needs to establish the run to defeat UNC and be balanced with redshirt freshman QB Brock Glenn expected to start.
UNC: RB Omarion Hampton. The preseason Associated Press All-American is sixth nationally in rushing (125.8 yards per game) and tied for 22nd in the Bowl Subdivision with nine rushing touchdowns. He's coming off a 105-yard effort with two touchdowns in the win at Virginia.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
UNC's three wins in the series came in 2001 under John Bunting, 2010 under Butch Davis and 2016 under Larry Fedora. ... Tar Heels coach Mack Brown has lost all eight meetings against the Seminoles, the first six coming from 1992-97 during his first coaching stint in Chapel Hill followed by losses in 2020 and 2021 in his second stint. ... The Tar Heels are coming off a 10-sack performance in the Virginia win, their most in a game since 2000. ... Florida State is 8-0 in November the last two seasons.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                                        EDINBURGH, Scotland (AP) -- Winger Darcy Graham will make his first Scotland appearance in 13 months against Fiji in the opening autumn test at Murrayfield this weekend.
Graham has not played for the national team since the Rugby World Cup pool defeat to Ireland in Paris in October 2023. He missed the Six Nations while injured then had a groin operation. An eight-month layoff ended in September.
With the exception of Sharks hooker Dylan Richardson, who is among the reserves, the 23 named on Thursday was entirely made up of Glasgow and Edinburgh players as Saturday's match fell outside the international window.
That means Bath flyhalf Finn Russell, Toulon scrumhalf Ben White and Toulouse fullback Blair Kinghorn were unavailable for selection. In their absence, Adam Hastings will start at 10, Ali Price at scrumhalf and Kyle Rowe at fullback.

    


Glasgow center Sione Tuipulotu will lead the team for the first time since being appointed captain.
Rowe, who will earn his seventh cap, is the only player in the starting lineup with less than 10.
Glasgow flyhalf Tom Jordan was the only uncapped player and in line to debut off the bench, while Edinburgh prop D'Arcy Rae, with one cap to his name in 2019, was also in the reserves.




Fiji picked close to its Pacific Nations Cup-winning team. Being outside the test window restricted Fiji to an all-Drua lineup, including Ponipate Loganimasi, who signed for the Super Rugby Pacific squad this month.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Loganimasi made a two-try debut off the bench when Fiji impressively won the PNC final against Japan 41-17 in Higashiosaka in September.
Eleven starters from the final have been retained.
England-based tight five forwards Eroni Mawi and Temo Mayanavanua were unavailable, Drua wing Ilaisa Droasese missed out, and Drua center Iosefo Masikau isn't touring.
Also sidelined by the regulations were co-captain Waisea Nayacalevu and France-based backs Semi Radradra, Sireli Maqala, Josua Tuisova, Vilimoni Botitu, and Jiuta Wainiqolo.
Fiji brought four new caps on tour and have put uncapped backs Kemueli Valetini and Waqa Nalaga on the bench.

    


___
Lineups:
Scotland: Kyle Rowe, Darcy Graham, Huw Jones, Sione Tuipulotu (captain), Duhan van der Merwe, Adam Hastings, Ali Price; Jack Dempsey, Rory Darge, Matt Fagerson, Scott Cummings, Grant Gilchrist, Zander Fagerson, Ewan Ashman, Pierre Schoeman. Reserves: Dylan Richardson, Rory Sutherland, D'Arcy Rae, Max Williamson, Gregor Brown, Jamie Dobie, Tom Jordan, Stafford McDowell.

Fiji: Isaiah Ravula, Vuate Karawalevu, Apisalome Vota, Inia Tabuavou, Ponipate Loganimasi, Caleb Muntz, Frank Lomani; Elia Canakaivata, Kitione Salawa, Ratu Meli Derenalagi, Ratu Leone Rotuisolia, Isoa Nasilasila, Samuela Tawake, Tevita Ikanivere (captain), Haereiti Hetet. Reserves: Mesulame Dolokoto, Livai Natave, Jone Koroiduadua, Mesake Vocevoce, Vilive Miramira, Simi Kuruvoli, Kemueli Valetini, Waqa Nalaga.
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


ANN ARBOR, Mich. (AP) -- Top-ranked Oregon is expected to roll past Michigan, favored by BetMGM Sportsbook to win by more than two touchdowns on Saturday at the Big House.
Despite being a heavy underdog, the defending champion Wolverines sound very confident about their chances.
"This is a big-time program and we've got a lot of great players in this building," quarterback Davis Warren said. "I'm confident that we're more than capable of beating any team in the country."
The Ducks (8-0, 5-0 Big Ten) have routed five of their last six opponents and Michigan (5-3, 2-2) might be the next team to suffer a lopsided loss.
Oregon coach Dan Lanning is looking forward to the next chance for his team to show what it can do.
"We're getting an opportunity to play the reigning national champions," Lanning said. "In this conference it's hard every single week. We know we'll get their best."




Advantage, Oregon
The Ducks seem to have a clear edge at quarterback with Dillon Gabriel, favored by BetMGM Sportsbook to win the Heisman Trophy.
The sixth-year player is four touchdowns away from breaking the NCAA record held by former Houston star Case Keenum.
Gabriel ranks No. 2 in NCAA history with 175 career TDs, 143 passing TDs and 18,401 total yards.
"He's elite in every way, reading coverages, making plays, making throws down the field, controlling the offense with his feet," Michigan coach Sherrone Moore said. "You've got to do things to confuse him and make him uncomfortable."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Michigan, meanwhile, plans to start Warren and to give Alex Orji some snaps as a change-of-pace option as a running quarterback.
Warren won the job in the preseason and lost it after three games. Orji had an opportunity to start the following three games and was benched in favor of Jack Tuttle, who announced his retirement from football earlier this week due to concussions and an elbow injury.
Warren was given a chance to start again in last week's win over Michigan State and kept the job in large part because he played turnover-free football.

    


Planning to peak
Oregon's six-game stretch has included only one team game that was close, a one-point win over then-No. 2 Ohio State.
The Ducks might not get tested in November, playing at Michigan and Wisconsin and hosting Maryland and Washington.
"At the beginning of every year everybody asks me what success looked like, to me it looks like us playing our best football at the end of the season," Lanning said.
Business decision
Michigan cornerback Will Johnson did not play in last week's win over Michigan State due to an injury and even though the team is relegated to playing for pride, Moore fully expects the junior to return this season instead of focusing on preparing to be a top pick in the NFL draft.
"Will has no plans to shut it down or anything like that," Moore said. "There's zero doubt in my mind that he's a competitor that wants to be out there with his teammates."
Compact back
Oregon's Jordan James, a 5-foot-10, 210-pound running back, is averaging 100 yards rushing a game and had one of his best games, a 115-yard performance, in a one-point win over then-No. 2 Ohio State.
"He's a smaller guy, but he's a violent runner," Moore said.

    


Another chance
The last time Michigan played a highly ranked team, it was not a good day for the maize and blue. The Wolverines were dominated by then- No. 3 Texas 31-12 and the game didn't even seem that close.
"We're way more prepared and better equipped, especially as an offense," Warren said.
___
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Duke (6-2, 2-2 ACC) at No. 5 Miami (8-0, 4-0), Saturday, 12 p.m. ET (ABC)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Miami by 20 1/2.
Series record: Miami leads 15-5.
What's at stake?
Miami needs a win to continue its unbeaten start and keep the inside track toward a berth in the College Football Playoff. Duke will try to avoid falling below the .500 mark in ACC play.
Key matchup
They may say otherwise, but this game will mean a little something extra for Duke coach Manny Diaz and Miami coach Mario Cristobal -- two Cuban-Americans raised in Miami. Cristobal replaced Diaz when the Hurricanes fired him in December 2021. Cristobal is 20-13 at Miami; Diaz went 21-15.
Players to watch
Duke: RB Star Thomas is the workhorse, accounting for 681 of Duke's 885 yards on the ground this season and five of the team's eight rushing touchdowns. He has 52 of Duke's 72 runs of 5 yards or longer this season.
Miami: WR Xavier Restrepo is 120 yards shy of matching Santana Moss' school record for receiving yards (2,547) and eight receptions away from Mike Harley Jr.'s record for receptions as a Hurricane (182). 

    


Facts & figures
Miami enters the week No. 1 in scoring offense nationally (46.8). ... Miami QB Cam Ward is 25 yards from passing Oklahoma's Landry Jones (16,646) for fifth on the NCAA's all-time, all-division passing list. ... Road teams have won five of the last six games in the series. ... Miami went 13-1 against Duke from 1983 through 2017. Duke is 3-2 against Miami since. ... Since the start of the 2018 season Duke is 31-2 (.939) when holding teams to 21 or fewer points, 10-39 (.204) overwise. This season, Duke is 6-0 when holding teams to 21 or less; 0-2 otherwise. ... In its last 48 games that followed a Florida State matchup, Miami is 38-10. ... Duke is 3-31-2 all-time against Top 5 opponents, 0-21 since 1960. ... Miami is 3-3 in its last six games as a Top 5 team over the last 20 years. It went 45-3 from 2000 through Oct. 30, 2004 as a Top 5 team and is 132-18 overall when ranked that high. ... Duke has forced 14 fumbles this season, third-most nationally entering this week, and is tied for third nationally with a plus-12 turnover differential.
___
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Will Howard has a score to settle. The Ohio State quarterback is hardly the only one.
Howard grew up in the Philadelphia suburbs waiting for Penn State coach James Franklin to recruit him. Only the Nittany Lions never offered him a scholarship. Four years and two schools later, the Kansas State transfer admitted he's still not over it.
"I wanted to go there my whole life," he said. "They didn't think I was good enough. I guess we'll see (on Saturday)."
About Howard, and the school that spurned him, too.
While Howard is searching for vindication when the fourth-ranked Buckeyes (6-1, 3-1 Big Ten) visit Beaver Stadium, the third-ranked Nittany Lions (7-0, 4-0) are seeking validation.
Ohio State has spent the better part of a decade serving as a roadblock between Penn State and a legit shot at the College Football Playoff. While the CFP field expanding from four teams to 12 opens up more pathways to a destination that's eluded the Nittany Lions in coach James Franklin's decade on the job, nudging the Buckeyes out of the way provides the most direct route.

    


While Franklin declined to play up the stakes, repeating his mantra of simply trying to go 1-0 this week to anyone who will listen, his players understand the opportunity at hand.




Nittany Lions tackle Drew Shelton played alongside Howard in high school. Unlike Howard, Shelton received the opportunity to pull on Penn State's iconic blue-and-white uniform. Shelton, like his teammates, is still waiting to be on the right side of a rivalry that's looked one-sided.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"In past years, it's been close," Shelton said. "Obviously, it's a play here, a play there. It's 10 guys doing it right, one guy doing it wrong. That's how planes crash, small things." 
It's the same for Ohio State. 
Small things -- like Howard sliding as time ran out -- cost the Buckeyes in a loss at Oregon three weeks ago. Another setback would dash any hopes of reaching the Big Ten title game and perhaps jeopardize Ohio State's CFP chances.

    


"A chance to go to Indianapolis (and the Big Ten championship) is on the line," Buckeyes coach Ryan Day said.
It's likely the same for the Nittany Lions, who will have an opportunity to fell a longtime nemesis and put a large dent in Ohio State's CFP hopes in the process. It's a tantalizing idea for a program eager to put the narrative that Penn State has been good but not quite elite to rest.
"I'm ready to make a statement," Penn State safety Jaylen Reed said. "I feel like I can't go four years without beating them, so I'm ready to make a statement and win this game."
Ailing Allar
Penn State quarterback Drew Allar exited last week's victory at Wisconsin late in the first half with a left leg injury. Backup Beau Pribula came on and performed well in relief as the Nittany Lions pulled away late.
Allar was healthy enough to suit up for practice on Wednesday and Thursday, although Franklin said Allar's availability would be a game-time decision. The junior struggled against the Buckeyes a year ago, completing just 18 of 42 for 191 yards but has thrived this fall in first-year offensive coordinator Andy Kotelnicki's more progressive attack.

    


Ground struggles
Ohio State comes to Happy Valley sputtering a bit. The Buckeyes slogged through a 21-17 victory over Nebraska last Saturday, a game in which Ohio State ran for a season-low 64 yards, with no explosive plays from stars Quinshon Judkins and TreVeyon Henderson. 
It didn't help that left tackle Josh Simmons was lost for the season with a knee injury against Oregon. Zen Michalski, Simmons' replacement, left in the third quarter against the Cornhuskers with an injury of his own on a day the offensive line had trouble protecting Howard against a Nebraska defense that had given up 56 points the week before against Indiana.
Now Ohio State is playing the Big Ten's second-ranked defense, led by edge rusher Abdul Carter.
Reese available
Buckeyes linebacker Arvell Reese will be available for the entire game after the Big Ten overturned a targeting call Reese received in the fourth quarter against the Cornhuskers.
Ohio State appealed the on-field decision, arguing Reese shouldn't have been ejected for his hit on Nebraska receiver Jahmal Banks. Reese was penalized after his head and shoulder appeared to make contact with Banks' head and neck area on a tackle after Banks made a sliding catch.
If the call had stood, Reese would be forced to sit out the first half against the Nittany Lions.

    


Battle ready
Penn State is unbeaten but not untested. The Nittany Lions season includes a three-plus hour weather delay on the road at West Virginia in the opener, overcoming a halftime deficit at home against Bowling Green and a massive second-half rally fueled by tight end Tyler Warrenat Southern Cal.
"I feel like this team, it just shows like we never give up," running back Nick Singleton said. "We're going to play four quarters every game, which this week's going to be, too." 

    


___
AP Sports Writer Mitch Stacy and Associated Press writer Travis Johnson contributed to this report.
___
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Kentucky (3-5, 1-5 SEC) at No. 7 Tennessee (6-1, 3-1), Saturday, 7:45 p.m. ET (SEC Network).
BetMGM College Football Odds: Tennessee by 16 1/2.
Series record: Tennessee leads 84-26-9. 
What's at stake?
The Volunteers are rested coming off an open date following their big win over Alabama. The Vols remain in control for a berth in the expanded 12-team College Football Playoff with no margin for error. Kentucky has dropped five of seven and three in a row since upsetting Mississippi. They're in danger of missing the postseason for the first time in nine years. The Wildcats also have lost 10 of their past 12 SEC games.
Key matchup
Kentucky has to be able to stop Tennessee's running game and force QB Nico Iamaleava to take over with his arm. The Wildcats are ranked No. 52 in the country against the run (132.4 yards a game). The Vols' running game is No. 7 in the country (241.6). Tennessee RB Dylan Sampson is No. 13 in rushing (838). He has rushed for more than 100 yards in all but one game this season.

    


Players to watch
Kentucky: QB Brock Vandagriff managed just 120 yards passing against Auburn, but he has been one of the SEC's top signal callers in league play. He has 830 of his 1,236 total yards and three of five TDs against SEC foes. The Georgia transfer's 12.4-yard average per completion ranks fifth with 193 plays on offense and total offense (147.0).
Tennessee: Freshman Mike Matthews or redshirt sophomore Chris Brazzell must step up. Bru McCoy is playing through an arm injury, and Squirrel White has left the past couple games with a shoulder problem even as he is expected to play against Kentucky. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
Tennessee's defense leads the nation, having given up just three plays of 30 or more yards all season. ... Kentucky ranks 103rd in the country is sacks allowed (20). Tennessee's defense has had 15 sacks. ... The Wildcats have yet to score more than 20 points in an SEC game. ... The Vols have won five straight at Neyland Stadium and 17 of the last 18. ... Sampson has rushed for 17 touchdowns, No. 3 in FBS and one shy of the school record. ... Wildcats WR Dane Key has had at least four receptions in five consecutive games. ... Kentucky rushed for 70 yards against Auburn and is No. 85 in the country (141.8). 
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Bijan Robinson and the NFC South-leading Atlanta Falcons are moving up while Dak Prescott and the Dallas Cowboys have fallen below .500.
Robinson is a big reason the Falcons (5-3) have won four of their last five games as they enter Sunday's game against Dallas (3-4).
Atlanta took sole possession of first place in the division with last week's 31-26 win at Tampa Bay. The Cowboys are third in the NFC East after Prescott threw two interceptions in a 30-24 loss to the San Francisco 49ers. It was the Cowboys' second straight loss.

    


Robinson has topped 100 scrimmage yards in three straight games and scored four touchdowns in that span. The Cowboys rank 31st against the run after giving up 223 yards on the ground in the loss to the 49ers.
Kirk Cousins threw four touchdown passes against Tampa Bay, including one to Robinson.
"I think we all on offense, if we execute right, we all can play very well," Robinson said. "And I think for me, I'm starting to just grow my confidence from week to week."
The Cowboys rank last in the league in rushing. 

    






Turnover woes
Prescott has two interceptions in each of the past three games, a first in his nine NFL seasons. The Cowboys have forced just two turnovers in the past five games, sinking to a tie for 26th in the NFL with five takeaways.
Dallas is minus-8 in turnover margin after finishing at least plus-10 in each of the past three seasons. The Cowboys made the playoffs at 12-5 each time.
"Personally, I'm very frustrated," coach Mike McCarthy said. "It's a focal point, but we can't change yesterday. We know how to do it. We've done it. They have to quit being words and be practices and exercise drills that equate to Sundays. That's our focus."

    



    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Falcons pride
Veteran defensive tackle Grady Jarrett says he is enjoying Atlanta's reaction to the team's surge to first place under first-year coach Raheem Morris.
"I think people are just proud," Jarrett said. "... You see people wearing Atlanta Falcons stuff. ... It's something we cherish, but we've got to continue to perform."
The Zimmer connection
Dallas defensive coordinator Mike Zimmer was Minnesota's head coach from 2014-21, and Cousins played for the Vikings from 2018-23. Cousins isn't counting on his knowledge of Zimmer and his scheme being a factor on Sunday.

    


"I think that would be kind of overrated, if you will," Cousins said Wednesday. "I think his scheme is so sound, and I don't think there's much you can extract there. You know, he's been around the league for so long and is so respected and has had a scheme that gives people problems for so long that I don't think there's too much that having worked together would make much difference."
Zimmer noted that Cousins "used to go against us every day. Takes good care of the football. Very smart."
Emotional Diggs
Dallas cornerback Trevon Diggs apologized for a confrontation with a reporter over a social media post after the loss to San Francisco. It was a rare public display of emotion for the normally soft-spoken Diggs, who thought the post unfairly questioned his effort on a long pass play that didn't directly involve him.
Diggs, who approached the reporter in full uniform outside the locker room before it was opened to reporters, has always kept his media interactions to a minimum. That included in 2021, when he had the first double-digit interception season in the NFL in 40 years with 11 and was named an All-Pro.

    


When Diggs did talk, the sessions didn't last long. That changed this week, when the apology was just a small part of a 10-minute Q&A that covered plenty of topics. Among them was the question of whether Diggs was trying to show fans he cared.
"I definitely care," Diggs said. "I definitely have a lot of emotions that I don't show. So, I let that moment get the best of me. Like I said, you got to keep the main thing the main thing. At the end of the day, we lost. We all got to play better. We all got to find a way to win."
Prove it outside the South

The Falcons haven't demonstrated they can look like a playoff team when playing outside the weak NFC South. Atlanta is 4-0 against division opponents after completing a sweep of the season series against the Buccaneers.
The Falcons looked far less imposing in a 34-14 home loss to Seattle on Oct. 20 and are 1-3 outside the division.
___
AP Pro Football Writer Schuyler Dixon in Frisco, Texas, contributed to this report.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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CHAMPAIGN, Ill. (AP) -- Illinois returned home battered and bruised after a 38-9 beating by No. 1 Oregon last week.
In addition to being blown out, the Illini lost star receiver Pat Bryant to a concussion. Bryant, who has caught 34 passes for 510 yards and seven TDs, is in concussion protocol this week.
Defensive backs Terrance Brooks, Torrie Cox Jr., Kaleb Patterson and Tyler Strain also were hurt during the Oregon game, but Illinois coach Bret Bielema thinks they'll be able to play Saturday when the No. 24 Illini try to regroup against Minnesota, one of the hottest teams in the Big Ten.
The Gophers have won three straight since a controversial offside penalty that negated a late onside kick recovery and ended a 21-point fourth-quarter rally against then-No. 12 Michigan in Ann Arbor.
Two streaks will be on the line when Illinois (6-2, 3-2) and Minnesota (5-3, 3-2) collide at Memorial Stadium.

    


Illinois is 5-0 at home this season and Bielema is 10-0 lifetime against the Gophers. He beat them seven times from 2006-12 when he was the coach at Wisconsin and he's won all three matchups since he became Illinois' coach in 2021.




Minnesota coach P.J. Fleck isn't concerned about ending Bielema's domination of the Gophers.
"This is going to bore you, but 1-0. It's all we're worried about," he said. "I have a lot of respect for coach Bielema. He always has a smashmouth, tough football team. It's his DNA. We've got to play our best football, playing a ranked opponent on the road. We've got to 'DIB' -- do it better."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Illinois also isn't thinking about Bielema's record against the Gophers. The Illini just want to win and get rid of the bitter taste of the loss to Oregon.
"I've never been more anxious to get back on the field because of the failure we had as a team," said QB Luke Altmyer.

    


Minnesota passing attack
The Gophers have suddenly become a passing team under the direction of QB Max Brosmer.
For the first time in eight years under Fleck, the Gophers are calling more passing plays (54%) than running plays (46%).
Brosmer went 67 for 89 for 682 yards, six TDs and zero turnovers in Minnesota's three consecutive wins.
He threw four TD passes last week vs. Maryland, becoming the first Minnesota QB to do that since 2019, and was named the Big Ten Offensive Player of the Week.
"We wanted to move the football without just being able to run the football," Fleck said. "To be able to do that, you must have trust in your players. You also must have a lot of consistency, and the players must be able to process at a really high level."
Bryant's status
"Pat told me Sunday that there isn't a chance he won't play against Minnesota," Bielema said. "I said, 'Unless you stayed at a Holiday Inn Express last night and got a degree that I'm not aware of, you don't get to make that call."
Home field advantage
Bielema is looking for the same energy and volume from the Illinois crowd Saturday that the fans brought to the Illini's win two weeks ago over defending national champion Michigan.
"Whether it's a coffee, a mimosa, a bloody Mary, a Red Bull, whatever gets you going, get here and get seated by 10:30 (for the 11 a.m. CT kickoff) and be a part of a really good Big Ten football environment," he said.

    


'Complete opposites'
There's an unlikely friendship between Bielema, who is 24-19 in four years at Illinois, and Fleck, who is 55-37 in eight seasons with Minnesota.
"We're complete opposites. That's probably why we get along," Bielema said. "I respect how he goes about his business."
Illinois' confusing defense
Fleck said Illinois has one of the more unusual defensive schemes in college football.
"It's really hard to peel back the onion and dissect it and get tendencies," he said. "Plus, they're really good tacklers, they play really hard, they swarm to the football and they're smart. They understand their system, play it at a high level, and play for each other."
___
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Virginia Tech (5-3, 3-1 ACC) at Syracuse (5-2, 2-2), Saturday, 12 p.m. ET (The CW) 
BetMGM College Football Odds: Virginia Tech by 3 1/2.
Series record: Syracuse leads 11-9.
What's at stake?
After a slow start, the Hokies have won three in a row and are starting to resemble the title contenders they were predicted to be. Having just one loss in conference play, Virginia Tech still has a shot at finishing first. Syracuse must recover from its disastrous 41-13 loss at Pitt or risk the 2024 season spiraling out of control under first-year coach Fran Brown. Syracuse is just 12-32 in November since joining the ACC in 2013 and would love to flip that script.
Key matchup
Virginia Tech's secondary faces a receiving group getting a boost from the return of Oronde Gadsden II, who missed the second half of the Pitt game following a big hit in the second quarter.
Syracuse's offensive line must give Kyle McCord time to throw and give leading rusher LeQuint Allen room to run. McCord, who leaves the pocket only when necessary, was harried throughout Syracuse's loss last week, while Allen was limited to 32 yards on 15 carries.

    


Players to watch
Virginia Tech: DL Antwaun Powell-Ryland has the potential to be a one-man wrecking crew against Syracuse offensive line that's has some holes. He leads the ACC with an average of 1 1/2 sacks per game, with 11 tackles for loss.
Syracuse: The spotlight will be on McCord, who is coming off the worst game of the season. He had five interceptions against Pitt - three of which were returned for touchdowns in the first half - and completed 58% of his passes, the lowest in his collegiate career.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
Virginia Tech is one of four teams in the top half of the ACC in scoring offense and scoring defense. ... The Hokies' three losses have been by a combined 14 points. ... The Hokies lead the conference in yards rushing per game with an average of 209.3. ... Syracuse has had a winning record in November just twice since joining the conference, while going winless four times during that span. ... McCord is the first Orange quarterback to have seven 300-yard passing games in a season. ... His 2,481 yards passing are the highest for a Syracuse quarterback through the first seven games of a season in program history. ... The Orange rushing attack ranks 127th nationally and 14th in the ACC.
___
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Vanderbilt (5-3, 2-2 SEC) at Auburn (3-5, 1-4), Saturday, 12:45 p.m. ET. (SEC)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Auburn by 6 1/2. 
Series record: Auburn leads 22-21-1.
What's at stake?
It's a matchup of one of the SEC's most surprising teams and one of the most disappointing. The Tigers are trying to take another step toward bowl eligibility after snapping a four-game losing streak with a win over Kentucky. They're also trying to avoid a fourth straight losing season. The Commodores can lock up a bowl chance -- their first since 2018 -- with a win. They have upset then-No. 1 Alabama and are coming off a 27-24 loss to No. 6 Texas.
Key matchup
Auburn's running game against Vanderbilt's defense. Jarquez Hunter and the Tigers' runners took over against Kentucky, totaling 326 yards on 50 carries with Hunter supplying most of it. The Commodores are allowing 114.8 yards per game on the ground, ranking 28th nationally. Auburn's ground game ranks 47th with 178.6 ypg. Hunter leads the way with 863 yards and five touchdowns.

    


Players to watch
Auburn: Hunter is coming off a monster game that the offense badly needed. His 278 rushing yards against Kentucky was the most by an FBS player this season and the fourth-most by an Auburn runner. Hunter rushed for a then-career high 183 yards and two scores in last year's Auburn win over Vandy. 
Vandy: QB Diego Pavia has been terrific this season after transferring from New Mexico State, where he led the team to a 31-10 upset of Auburn in 2023. Pavia ranks third in the SEC with a pass efficiency rating of 155.1. He leads all league quarterbacks with 537 yards rushing. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
Auburn has won all nine meetings in the series at home. ... Vandy has nine current players and coaches who were part of New Mexico State's win at Jordan-Hare Stadium. ... Pavia also ran for three touchdowns and passed for another three in New Mexico State's 2022 win over a Liberty team coached by Hugh Freeze, who is now at Auburn. ... The Tigers held Kentucky to 70 yards rushing, the fewest by an SEC opponent since Mississippi State managed just 13 in 2022. ... Vandy's Eli Stowers ranks fifth among FBS tight ends with 496 yards receiving.
___
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            Northwestern quarterback Jack Lausch (12) is sacked by Iowa linebacker Nick Jackson (10) and defensive lineman Kenneth Merrieweather (44) during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024, in Iowa City, Iowa. Iowa won 40-14. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)
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            Iowa running back Kaleb Johnson (2) scores on a 25-yard touchdown run during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Northwestern, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024, in Iowa City, Iowa. Iowa won 40-14. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)
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Northwestern (3-5, 1-4 Big Ten) at Purdue (1-6, 0-4), Saturday, 12 p.m. ET (BTN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Purdue by 1 1/2.
Series record: Purdue leads 53-34-1.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
With Purdue sitting in the Big Ten basement and Northwestern among a group of four teams just one game in front of the Boilermakers, both teams want to turn things around. The Wildcats have lost two straight and four of five while seeking their first win at Ross-Ade Stadium since 2020. Purdue is still looking for its first win over an FBS team this year -- and desperately needs something, anything to go right after a bye week.
KEY MATCHUP
Northwestern QB Jack Lausch vs. Purdue's run defense. Lausch's legs have kept defenses off-balance this season even though it hasn't resulted in many yards or many points. But Purdue's defense is allowing 214.9 yards rushing per game and against a team, and a quarterback, who can exploit that deficiency, it could be a game-changer.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Northwestern: A.J. Henning. Following a slow start, the fifth-year receiver who transferred from Michigan, has gotten his season on track. He's caught 32 passes for 296 yards and three TDs over the last five games. He needs 10 catches, 40 yards and two TDs to set new single-season career highs.
Purdue: Ryan Browne and Hudson Card. Coach Ryan Walters announced Monday he will play both quarterbacks this weekend, though it's unclear how the rotation will work. Browne provides a stronger dual-threat presence. Card was the guy Walters wanted after he took the Purdue job in December 2022.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
Northwestern's only home win this season came against Eastern Illinois, an FCS foe. Its only road win came at Maryland. ... The Boilermakers have not played a Saturday home game since Sept. 28 against Nebraska. ... The Wildcats are averaging 110.9 yards rushing per game, the second-lowest total in the Big Ten (Minnesota, 108.0). ... Purdue rushed for 303 yards in last season's victory over Northwestern. ... The Wildcats have a plus-three turnover margin and is tied for 40th nationally at plus-0.38 per game. ... Purdue has blocked a league-high three kicks (two field goals, one punt) this season. 
___
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                    Kansas State running back DJ Giddens (31) is chased by Kansas State linebacker Austin Romaine (45) as he runs for a first dow during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024, in Manhattan, Kan. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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No. 17 Kansas State (7-1, 4-1 Big 12) at Houston (3-5, 2-3), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (Fox)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Kansas State by 12 1/2.
Series record: Kansas State leads 1-0
What's At Stake?
Kansas State aims to remain in the hunt for a spot in the Big 12 championship game and a chance to make the College Football Playoff. The Wildcats, who have won four straight since opening conference play with a loss to BYU, are looking for their longest winning streak since winning six straight to end the 2016 season and start the 2017 season. Houston is looking to keep its bowl hopes alive after winning last week on a field goal as time expired. The Cougars last won consecutive games in a single season on Nov. 12-19, 2022, and are looking for their first win over a ranked team since beating No. 19 SMU on Oct. 20, 2021.
Key Matchup 
RB DJ Giddens vs. Houston run defense. Giddens has rushed for 945 yards and four touchdowns this season to lead a Kansas State rushing attack, which ranks eighth in the nation averaging 223.3 yards per game. Houston has allowed 100 yards rushing or fewer in four games this season and has surrendered nine rushing touchdowns.




Players to Watch
Kansas State: DE Brendan Mott has 8 1/2 tackles for loss, including seven sacks, which ranks 11th in the nation. Mott, who has 30 tackles, four quarterback hits and a fumble recovery this season, leads a defense that has allowed an average of 96.8 yards rushing per game.
Houston: RB J'Marion Burnette rushed for 81 yards in Houston's win over Utah last week, leading a rushing attack that totaled 228 yards, the most yards rushing for the Cougars in a conference game since they rushed for 261 yards against South Florida on Nov. 6, 2021, as a member of the American Athletic Conference.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & Figures
Kansas State is ranked 28th nationally averaging 43.6 penalty yards per game. ... Houston has committed 12 penalties over its last three games, tied for the best in the nation over that span. ... Kansas State QB Avery Johnson has thrown for 1,654 yards and 16 touchdowns and rushed for 373 yards and four scores this season. ... Kansas State is 3-0 in one possession games this season. ... Houston DB A.J. Haulcy is fifth nationally with four interceptions this season, including three in the last three games. ... WR Joseph Manjack IV has caught a pass in 23 straight games after catching a 28-yard touchdown pass last week against Utah.
___
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            Iowa quarterback Brendan Sullivan (1) celebrates with fans after an NCAA college football game against Northwestern, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024, in Iowa City, Iowa. Iowa won 40-14. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)
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            Wisconsin's Braedyn Locke (18) throws during the first half of an NCAA college football game against the Penn State Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024, in Madison, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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Wisconsin (5-3, 3-2 Big Ten) at Iowa (5-3, 3-2), Saturday, 7:30 p.m. ET (NBC)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Iowa by 3 1/2.
Series record: Wisconsin leads 49-46-2.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Both teams enter November looking to enhance their bowl positions. The winner is bowl eligible, and the loser has three more chances to get a sixth win. The Badgers had their three-game win streak end with their home loss to Penn State. Iowa is coming off a home win over Northwestern but is yet to win consecutive Big Ten games.
KEY MATCHUP
Wisconsin run defense vs. Iowa run game. The Badgers have been uncharacteristically soft against the run, allowing 144 yards per game to rank 14th in the Big Ten and 4.45 yards per carry to rank 15th. Iowa's Kaleb Johnson is running for 143 yards per game to lead the conference and 7.84 yards per carry. The Badgers like their chances if Iowa has to lean on its dismal passing game. 

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Wisconsin: The Badgers would like to get RB Tawee Walker going again. He amassed 418 yards in three straight wins (Purdue, Rutgers, Northwestern) before Penn State limited him to 59 yards on 22 carries.
Iowa: QB Brendan Sullivan. Cade McNamara has started every game, but he got pulled against Northwestern in the second quarter because of a concussion. This will be Sullivan's first start since he transferred from Northwestern. He gave the Hawkeyes a spark last week, completing 9 of 14 passes for 79 yards and running eight times for 41 yards and a TD against his old team.




FACTS & FIGURES
This is the third straight year neither team is ranked when they play. That's the longest stretch since three meetings between 1992-96. ... Iowa's Johnson has scored at least one touchdown in eight straight games for the longest streak by a player in the Kirk Ferentz's 26 seasons. ... Wisconsin PK haniel Vakos kicked a 50-yard field goal against Penn State, making him the first in program history to have four 50-plus-yard makes in a career. ... Iowa has scored 40 points against two Big Ten opponents for the first time since 2020. The Hawkeyes' three 40-point games are their most since 2017. ... The teams have played for the Heartland Trophy since 2004.
___
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Louisville (5-3, 3-2 ACC) at No. 11 Clemson (6-1, 5-0), Saturday, 7:30 p.m. ET (ESPN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Clemson by 10 by 2 1/2.
Series record: Clemson leads 8-0.
What's at stake?
Clemson has been on a tear since losing its opener to then-No. 1 Georgia, winning six in a row by lopsided margins. The Tigers must keep winning as one of four ACC teams still undefeated in league play to stay on track for a return to the championship game. Louisville had hoped to be in the mix, too, but has lost to ranked opponents in Miami and SMU to fall off the pace. 
Key matchup
Louisville QB Tyler Shough vs. Clemson's defensive line. The Tigers have taken advantage of opponents not nearly as offensively skilled as them to open big leads. That's unlikely to happen with the Cardinals, who are averaging 460 yards and 36 points a game. Clemson needs to get pressure on Shough, the Texas Tech transfer who's has four 300-yard passing games this season. 

    


Players to watch
Louisville: RB Isaac Brown is a freshman who's run for 649 yards, second only to Heisman Trophy winner and NFL MVP Lamar Jackson, who ran for 960 yards as a freshman in 2015. Brown's yards are the most nationally among freshmen and his six TDs on the ground are tied for second. 
Clemson: LB Wade Woodaz leads the Tigers with 53 tackles and eight quarterback pressures. He's also forced three fumbles and is tied for the top with freshman Sammy Brown with 6.5 tackles for loss this season. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
Clemson is looking to go 9-0 all-time against the Cardinals. ... Louisville has about as balanced an offense as possible this season, running 244 times with 14 TDs and throwing it 246 times for 18 scores. ... The Tigers have rushed for at least one touchdown in 57 straight home games, the longest such current streak in the country. ... Shough, who is in his seventh year after stops at Oregon and the Red Raiders, has so far thrown for a career-high 2,348 yards and 20 touchdowns. ... Clemson passer Cade Klubnik has also had a stellar year this season with a career-high 20 TD throws. ... The Tigers have won their past 22 home games played at night. Their last loss was a 51-14 defeat at Death Valley to Florida State in 2013. 
___
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            Syracuse's Derek McDonald (15) strips the ball from North Carolina State running back Kendrick Raphael (0) during the first half of an NCAA college football game in Raleigh, N.C., Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Karl B DeBlaker)
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            Stanford wide receiver Elic Ayomanor, top, catches a touchdown pass against SMU safety Cale Sanders Jr. during the first half of an NCAA college football game in Stanford, Calif., Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)
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Stanford (2-6, 1-4 ACC) at N.C. State (4-4, 1-3), Saturday, 12 p.m. ET (ACC Network)
BetMGM College Football Odds: N.C. State by 10.
Series record: First meeting.
What's at stake?
N.C. State emerges from an open date with a chance to put together a strong finish for the second straight year. The Wolfpack's offense has been in flux since losing starting quarterback Grayson McCall to concussion issues, turning the offense over to freshman CJ Bailey. Stanford is trying to stop a five-game losing streak since beating Syracuse in its first-ever ACC game.
Key matchup
N.C. State's defense against Stanford's offense. These have been areas of struggle for both teams, with the Wolfpack's defensive issues being notable considering the unit had been a multi-year strength. But that unit ranks last in the ACC for league games in scoring defense (35.0) and 13th of 17 teams in total defense (415.3). Yet the Cardinal hasn't been good offensively, either -- Stanford is 16th in scoring offense (16.2) and total offense (304.4) in league play. 

    


Players to watch
Stanford: WR Elic Ayomanor. He remains the Cardinal's top offensive threat even in a tough offensive environment. He's coming off an 11-catch, 96-yard day in a loss to Wake Forest and had a 1,000-yard season last year.
N.C. State: RB Kendrick Raphael. He's moved to the team lead in rushing yardage (287) and rushing touchdowns (three), providing some pop to the ground game even in limited bursts while sharing work with Jordan Waters and Hollywood Smothers.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
McCall announced last week he was retiring from football due to concussion issues. ... Bailey became the first Wolfpack true freshman since Philip Rivers in 2000 to throw for 300 yards in the loss to Syracuse. He's thrown for at least 300 yards in two straight games. ... N.C. State was just 4-3 last year coming out of a mid-October open week and responded with five straight wins to push to bowl eligibility and a second nine-win season in four years. ... The Cardinal scored 24 points in last weekend's home loss to Wake Forest, but Stanford has managed 14 or fewer points in four straight ACC games before that. ... Stanford is flirting with winning two or fewer games in its league -- the past three in the Pac-12 -- for the fourth straight season. ... This is Stanford's third and final cross-country trip in ACC play. ... N.C. State won at Cal before the open week to claim the first match up against one of the ACC's new programs.
___
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UCLA (2-5, 1-4 Big Ten) at Nebraska (5-3, 2-3), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (Big Ten Network)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Nebraska by 7.
Series record: Nebraska leads 7-6.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Nebraska goes for bowl eligibility, which would be a major accomplishment as second-year coach Matt Rhule attempts to rebuild a program that hasn't played a postseason game since 2016. UCLA, under first-year coach DeShaun Foster, is coming off an open date and will try for a second straight Big Ten road win.
KEY MATCHUP
UCLA offensive line vs. Nebraska front seven. The Bruins have allowed 20 sacks, second most in the Big Ten, and they are the nation's seventh-lowest ranked team in pass blocking, according to Pro Football Focus. The Cornhuskers' pass rush is ranked 14th and their 23 sacks are tied for second in the Big Ten behind Indiana's 24.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
UCLA: QB Ethan Garbers has been much better in road games, averaging 312 yards passing with seven touchdowns and three interceptions vs. 182 yards passing with one TD and six interceptions at home. He threw for 383 yards and four touchdowns in the Bruins' 35-32 win at Rutgers, and his 84% accuracy (32 of 38) was the fifth highest by a UCLA quarterback since 1980.
Nebraska: PK John Hohl has regained his confidence after missing four of his first five field goals as the replacement for the injured Tristan Alvano. Three of the last five games have been decided by seven points or less. Hohl was 3 for 3 in the 21-17 loss at Ohio State, connecting from 39, 54 and 47 yards.




FACTS & FIGURES
The Bruins' last visit to Lincoln in 2013 was memorable. They wiped out a 21-3 deficit and won 41-21 six days after UCLA receiver Nick Pasquale was killed when he was struck by a vehicle. Two days after the game, Deadspin released a 2-year-old audio recording of then-Nebraska coach Bo Pelini's profane rant to the team's radio announcer and an athletic department staff member about Husker fans and local media. ... UCLA recorded its season highs in points (35), touchdowns (five) and total offense (478 yards) in its win at Rutgers. ... UCLA LB Carson Schwesinger has made double-digit tackles in five straight games, the first Bruin to do that since Eric Kendricks in 2014.
___
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        No. 11 Iowa State hosts Texas Tech seeking its first 8-0 start in program history

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            Iowa State's Jonathan Vande Walle (80), Jeremiah Cooper (4), Samuel Same (45), and Matthew Bess (16) celebrate Iowa State's 38-35 victory over Central Florida during an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Ames, Iowa. AP Photo/Matthew Putney)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2

                                    
                                    Iowa State's Jonathan Vande Walle (80), Jeremiah Cooper (4), Samuel Same (45), and Matthew Bess (16) celebrate Iowa State's 38-35 victory over Central Florida during an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Ames, Iowa. AP Photo/Matthew Putney)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            TCU wide receiver Eric McAlister (88) fends off Texas Tech defenders Macho Stevenson (12) and Chapman Lewis (25) after catching a pass that would be a long touchdown to give his team the lead in the second half of an NCAA college football game in Fort Worth, Texas, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (Chris Torres/Star-Telegram via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2

                                    
                                    TCU wide receiver Eric McAlister (88) fends off Texas Tech defenders Macho Stevenson (12) and Chapman Lewis (25) after catching a pass that would be a long touchdown to give his team the lead in the second half of an NCAA college football game in Fort Worth, Texas, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (Chris Torres/Star-Telegram via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Texas Tech (5-3, 3-2 Big 12) at No. 11 Iowa State (7-0, 4-0), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (ESPN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Iowa State by 14 1/2.
Series record: Texas Tech leads 13-8.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Iowa State will try to go 8-0 for the first time in program history. Texas Tech has won the past two meetings by a combined seven points. The Red Raiders slipped into a four-way tie for fifth in the Big 12 after squandering a 17-point second-half lead and losing 35-34 to TCU. Tech can become eligible for a fourth straight bowl.
KEY MATCHUP
Texas Tech RB Tahj Brooks vs. Iowa State run defense. The Big 12 rushing leader has run for 100 yards in all seven of his games this season and is 242 yards from passing Byron Hanspard as the program's career leader. The Cyclones have struggled to stop the run. They surrendered 354 yards rushing to UCF in their last game, the most against them since 2016.




PLAYERS TO WATCH
Texas Tech: QB Behren Morton was injured against TCU and didn't play the second half. X-rays indicated he hurt his collarbone. Morton has just three interceptions, fewest through eight games at Tech since Zebbie Lethridge threw the same number in 1997. He'll go against a defense that has picked off 12 passes, tied for seventh nationally.
Iowa State: WR Jaylin Noel has caught a pass in 39 straight games for the fourth-longest active streak in the country, and last week he joined Xavier Hutchinson and Allen Lazard as the only players in program history with over 200 career receptions. He had eight catches for 153 yards against UCF and will be going against the Big 12's worst pass defense.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
The Cyclones are 4-0 in conference play for the first time. ... Their 40 Big 12 wins since 2017 are the most by current league members. ... Even with two straight losses, Texas Tech's 5-3 record is its best in 10 years through eight games. ... ISU has intercepted at least one pass in all seven games. ... ISU RB Carson Hansen has scored his team's last five touchdowns. ... Tech is 4-1 in one-score games.
___
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                                        CHATTOGRAM, Bangladesh (AP) -- South Africa beat Bangladesh by an innings and 273 runs inside three days and swept the two-test series on Thursday.
The series victory was South Africa's first in Asia since 2008.
Bangladesh lost 16 wickets on day three and fell to its second worst defeat, behind the innings and 310 runs loss to West Indies in 2002.
In reply to South Africa's 575-6 declared, Bangladesh was all out for 159 just after lunch, forced to follow on, and bowled out again for 143 in 44 overs.
Fast bowler Kagiso Rabada took 5-37 in the first innings and left-arm spinner Keshav Maharaj 5-59 in the second innings. Left-arm spinner Senuran Muthusamy grabbed a career-best 4-45 in his fourth test to play a perfect foil to Maharaj.
South Africa won the first test in Mirpur last week by seven wickets for its first victory on the subcontinent since 2014. It earned its biggest innings win ever in Chattogram.

    


"We played some really good cricket, considering the conditions we are not used to," South Africa stand-in captain Aiden Markram said.
He praised Tony de Zorzi, Tristan Stubbs and Wiaan Mulder for their maiden test centuries and the bowlers.




"That was special," Markram said. "The three of them, to get stuck in when it was tough to score at times ... to get the team in a strong position, was immense. Taking wickets with the new ball, no matter where you play, is important. KG was special. Then others made the impact."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Resuming the day at 38-4, Bangladesh was reduced to 48-8 with Rabada grabbing his 15th five-for in tests.
A 103-run ninth-wicket partnership between Mominul Haque and Taijul Islam delayed the inevitable. Mominul made a team-best 82 and Taijul 30.
Leading by 416 runs on the first innings, South Africa enforced the follow-on and its bowlers justified the decision by wrapping up Bangladesh in less than two sessions.
No. 10 batter Hasan Mahmud was 38 not out and captain Najmul Hossain Shanto scored 36.

    


But the Bangladesh batters' injudicious shots led to their downfall.
After negotiating Rabada (7-1-17-0) with some luck in the second innings, Bangladesh crumbled against spin.
Rabada's new ball partner, Dane Paterson, struck first. Shadman Islam chased a delivery outside off to edge behind on 6. He was similarly dismissed in the first innings for a duck.
Muthusamy got the outside edge of the other opener Mahmudul Hasan Joy for 11.
Mominul Haque fought in the first innings for 82, but coming to bat for the second time in less than 30 minutes, he was removed for a duck while trying to dominate Maharaj.
Muthusamy extended Mushfiqur Rahim's lean patch by trapping him leg before on 2. After an epic 191 against Pakistan in August, Mushfiqur Rahim has gone 10 innings without a half-century.

Shanto counterattacked but Muthusamy and Maharaj continued chipping away with wickets to leave Bangladesh in danger of being all out for less than 100.
Muthusamy baffled Shanto with a delivery that spun sharply to take the inside edge.
Debutant Mahidul Islam scored 29 and Hasan Mahmud played some big shots to help Bangladesh go past 100.

    


But Maharaj dismissed Mahidul and Nahid Rana in quick succession to complete his 10th test five-for and wrap up Bangladesh.
"They played very good cricket," Shanto said. "Very disappointed how we played. We need to improve a lot of things, mental and skill wise."
___
AP cricket: https://apnews.com/hub/cricket
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            FILE - House Speaker Mike Johnson of La., speaks at a campaign rally, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Americans can start signing up Friday for health care coverage offered through the Affordable Care Act marketplace for 2025, days before a presidential election that could threaten eligibility and raise costs for millions of those in the program. 
The future of 'Obamacare' has emerged as a key issue in the closing days of the presidential campaign, with a top GOP leader promising this week to overhaul the program should Republican Donald Trump win the presidency. 
Billions of dollars in tax credits are also at stake. Established during the COVID-19 pandemic, the money has expanded eligibility for millions of Americans, made health insurance coverage more affordable for many and dramatically boosted enrollment. 
Nearly all of the 21 million people in the program have benefited from those subsidies, which expire next year, the U.S. Health and Human Services Secretary Xavier Becerra said in an interview with The Associated Press. 

    


"Americans can actually look at health care not as a privilege, but now as a right," said Becerra, who is going to the political swing state of Arizona on Friday to mark the beginning of open enrollment. "I don't think anyone wants to have a right yanked away from them to have affordable health insurance coverage." 




But significant changes to the program are almost certain if Trump wins the White House and Republicans take control of Congress in Tuesday's contentious elections. They are threatening to scale back "Obamacare," a signature achievement of former President Barack Obama, a Democrat. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
On Monday, a key Trump ally, House Speaker Mike Johnson, declared "No Obamacare" during a Pennsylvania campaign stop, promising "massive reform" under a Trump presidency with a Republican-controlled Congress. 
"Health care reform's going to be a big part of the agenda," Johnson said in a video first obtained by NBC News. 

    


Johnson's office later issued a statement saying that he had no plans to completely repeal the landmark legislation, but the comments still underscored how Johnson is working closely with Trump to potentially remake the federal government and its social programs if Republicans sweep into power.
Trump has only said that he has "concepts of a plan" to change the Affordable Care Act, which he was unable to successfully scuttle altogether during his previous term in office. In recent months, Republicans have raised concerns about spending and fraud. 
Enrollment under the Biden administration surged, after years of declines during the Trump administration, dropping to a low of 11 million on Trump's watch. But taxpayers have had to pour billions of dollars more into the Affordable Care Act to achieve that increase. That money has helped pay for subsidies to cut premiums by nearly half for many of those enrolled in the program. 
Congress would need to pass a new law to continue offering those subsidies, which could cost as much as $335 billion over the next decade. Some Republicans have already balked at that figure. 
Democrats have cautioned voters that Republicans will try to revive an attempt to kill the Affordable Care Act altogether, with the warnings growing more dire as Election Day nears. 

    


In Wisconsin, Vice President Kamala Harris issued the warning again, telling reporters that Johnson's remarks prove Republicans plan to gut the health care coverage. " It has been a part of Donald Trump's agenda for a very long time," Harris said. "He has made dozens of attempts to get rid of the Affordable Care Act. And now we have further validation of that agenda from his supporter, the speaker of the House." 
The Biden administration has expanded the program in other ways that Harris is likely to continue, but Trump is sure to pull back on. For example, the administration poured more money into hiring health insurance navigators who help enroll people into coverage. 

The White House also implemented a new rule that expands eligibility for the program to immigrants who were brought to the U.S. as children. About 100,000 of those immigrants, also called "Dreamers" are expected to sign up for the coverage for the first time during enrollment this year. 
Republican attorneys general in 15 states have sued to block their enrollment. 
Open enrollment for the coverage ends on Jan. 15, but to have coverage in the new year you must enroll by Dec. 15. 
---
AP reporters Lisa Mascaro and Stephen Groves contributed to this story.
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Trump won't vote early, though he said he would
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                    With "Vote Early" displayed on a screen behind, Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally at the Santander Arena, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Reading, Pa. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


WEST PALM BEACH, Florida (AP) -- Donald Trump is planning to cast his vote on Election Day despite having previously said he would vote early.
In a radio interview with Fox News host Brian Kilmeade that aired last week, Trump had said that he intended to early vote -- something Kilmeade had suggested might serve as an example for his supporters. Trump and his campaign have been urging voters to cast their ballots early, even as the former president and GOP nominee continues to criticize the option and sow unfounded doubts about potential fraud.
"I'll be voting early. I'll be voting early," Trump told the host.
But he won't. Trump instead will be voting Tuesday morning near his estate in Palm Beach, Florida, according to a person familiar with his schedule who spoke on condition of anonymity before a formal announcement.
Trump's declaration that he would vote early had come after Kilmeade had asked -- on two separate occasions -- whether Trump might do so to "kind of set an example."

    


Trump has made clear his trepidations.
"I'm very mixed on it," Trump responded the first time. "I say the main thing I say is vote."




Kilmeade then re-asked the question as he ended the interview, telling Trump that he "could vote early and set an example if you wanted to in Florida. That would be an interesting decision."
"Well, you know, it's interesting. I really feel -- I'm very mixed," Trump said once again, pointing to "the old standard of the Tuesday vote" as well as those who like to vote before Election Day.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"You know, people have different feelings about it. But the main thing is you got to get out, you got to vote. And I'll be voting early," he said.
In the final weeks of the race, Trump has been urging his supporters to bank their votes, with large signs at his rallies spelling out: "VOTE EARLY!"
"I am telling everyone to vote early," Trump said in a podcast interview with Dan Bongino, who has widely spread false information about early voting and the 2020 election.

    


But Trump often sows doubts about the process in the very same breath. 
"We got to get out and vote. And you can start right away. You know that, right?" he told his supporters at a rally in Indiana, Pennsylvania in September. "Now, we have this stupid stuff where you can vote 45 days early. I wonder what the hell happens during that 45."
He went on to describe a hypothetical situation in which ballots could be tampered with, even though allegations of similar issues in 2020 were widely disproven. "'See these votes? We've got about a million votes in there. Let's move them. We're fixing the air conditioner in the room, right?' No, it's terrible," he said urging his supporters to deliver him a victory "too big to rig."
Still, Republicans appear to be heeding the early vote call.

Republicans have been flocking to the polls for in-person voting ahead of Election Day, with early turnout breaking records in swing states such as Georgia and North Carolina.
Trump is planning a flurry of events as the the election comes to a close, ramping up his schedule during the race's final stretch.
He'll hold four rallies Monday that will include stops in North Carolina and Pennsylvania, according to the person.
And in keeping with tradition from his first two campaigns, he will hold his finale rally in Grand Rapids, Michigan, on Monday night.
___
Colvin reported from New York.
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                    FILE - Steve Sallwasser, of Arnold, debates Brittany Nickens, of Maplewood, during competing rallies outside Planned Parenthood of Missouri, following the U.S. Supreme Court decision to overturn Roe v. Wade, June 24, 2022, in St. Louis. (Robert Cohen/St. Louis Post-Dispatch via AP, File)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


CHICAGO (AP) -- Billboards with the words "STOP Child Gender Surgery." Pamphlets warning about endangering minors. "PROTECT PARENT RIGHTS" plastered on church bulletins.
As voters in nine states determine whether to enshrine abortion rights in their state constitutions, opponents are using parental rights and anti-transgender messages to try to undermine support for the ballot proposals.
The measures do not mention gender-affirming surgeries, and legal experts say changing existing parental notification and consent laws regarding abortions and gender-affirming care for minors would require court action. But anti-abortion groups hoping to end a losing streak at the ballot box have turned to the type of language many Republican candidates nationwide are using in their own campaigns as they seek to rally conservative Christian voters. 

    


"It's really outlandish to suggest that this amendment relates to things like gender reassignment surgery for minors," said Matt Harris, an associate professor of political science at Park University in Parkville, Missouri, a state where abortion rights are on the ballot.




Since the U.S. Supreme Court eliminated constitutional protections for abortion, voters in seven states, including conservative Kentucky, Montana and Ohio, have either protected abortion rights or defeated attempts to curtail them.
"If you can't win by telling the truth, you need a better argument, even if that means capitalizing on the demonization of trans children," said Dr. Alex Dworak, a family medicine physician in Omaha, Nebraska, where anti-abortion groups are using the strategy.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Tying abortion-rights ballot initiatives to parental rights and gender-affirming is a strategy borrowed from playbooks used in Michigan and Ohio, where voters nonetheless enshrined abortion rights in the state constitutions.
Both states still require minors to get parental consent for abortions, and the new amendments have not yet impacted parental involvement or gender-affirming care laws in either state, said David Cohen, a law professor at Drexel University.

    


"It's just recycling the same strategies," Cohen said.
In addition to Missouri and Nebraska, states where voters are considering constitutional amendments this fall are Montana, Arizona, Colorado, Florida, Maryland, Nevada and South Dakota.
Missouri's abortion ballot measure has especially become a target. The amendment would bar the government from infringing on a "person's fundamental right to reproductive freedom."
Gov. Mike Parson and U.S. Sen. Josh Hawley, both Republicans, have claimed the proposal would allow minors to get abortions and gender-affirming surgeries without parental involvement. 
The amendment protects reproductive health services, "including but not limited to" a list of items such as prenatal care, childbirth, birth control and abortion. It does not mention gender-affirming care, but Missouri state Sen. Mary Elizabeth Coleman, a Republican and lawyer with the conservative Thomas More Society, said it's possible that could be considered reproductive health services.

    


Several legal experts told The Associated Press that would require a court ruling that is improbable.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Elections, explained: We answer your election questions.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


"It would be a real stretch for any court to say that anything connected with gender-affirming care counts as reproductive health care," said Saint Louis University law and gender studies professor Marcia McCormick. She noted that examples listed as reproductive health care in the Missouri amendment are all directly related to pregnancy.
As for parental consent for minors' abortions, she pointed to an existing state law that is written similarly to one the U.S. Supreme Court found constitutional, even before Roe v. Wade was overturned. 
Most states have parental involvement laws, whether requiring parental consent or notification. Even many Democratic-leaning states with explicit protections for transgender rights require parental involvement before an abortion or gender-affirming care for minors, said Mary Ruth Ziegler, a law professor at the University of California, Davis School of Law.

    


A state high court would have to overturn such laws, which is highly unlikely from conservative majorities in many of the states with abortion on the ballot, experts said.
In New York, a proposed amendment to the state constitution would expand antidiscrimination protections to include ethnicity, national origin, age, disability and "sex, including sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, pregnancy, pregnancy outcomes, and reproductive health care and autonomy." The constitution already bans discrimination based on race, color, creed or religion.
The measure does not mention abortion. But because it is broader, it could be easier for opponents to attack it. But legal experts noted that it would also not change existing state laws related to parental involvement in minors getting abortions or gender-affirming care.

    


The New York City Bar Association released a fact-sheet explaining that the measure would not impact parental rights, "which are governed by other developed areas of State and federal law." Yet the Coalition to Protect Kids-NY calls it the "Parent Replacement Act." 
Rick Weiland, co-founder of Dakotans for Health, the group behind South Dakota 's proposed amendment said it uses the Roe v. Wade framework "almost word for word."
"All you have to do is look back at what was allowed under Roe, and there were always requirements for parental involvement," Weiland said.
Caroline Woods, spokesperson for the anti-abortion group Life Defense Fund, said the measure "means loving parents will be completely cut out of the equation." Weiland said those claims are part of a "constant stream of misinformation" from opponents. 
If this campaign strategy failed in Michigan and Ohio, why are anti-abortion groups leaning on it for the November elections?
Ziegler, the University of California, Davis law professor, said abortion-rights opponents know they may be "playing on more favorable terrain" in more conservative states like Missouri or in states like Florida that have higher thresholds for passing ballot measures.
"Anti-abortion groups are still looking for a winning recipe," Ziegler said.
___
Associated Press writer Geoff Mulvihill in Cherry Hill, New Jersey, contributed to this report.
___

The Associated Press receives support from several private foundations to enhance its explanatory coverage of elections and democracy. See more about AP's democracy initiative here. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    The White House is seen before Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at a campaign rally on the Ellipse in Washington, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- There will be 77 days between Election Day and inauguration, a period in which the president-elect may ready his or her administration to take over power from President Joe Biden. 
Long built on tradition and bipartisanship, the presidential transition exploded into a point of political contention four years ago, after then-President Donald Trump made baseless claims to dispute his loss and his administration delayed kicking off the transition process for weeks. 
This year, a new law is meant to start the transition sooner, no matter who wins. But, if neither major party candidate concedes after Election Day, the updated rules allow both sides to get additional government funding and logistical support to begin working toward transitioning to power. That could lead to both Vice President Kamala Harris and Trump potentially assembling dueling, governments-in-waiting for weeks.

    


"Rules can only take you so far, and ultimately you need to have the players in the system working to shared objective," said Max Stier, president and CEO of the nonprofit Partnership for Public Service, which has worked with candidates and incumbents on transitions. "Everyone should have the shared objective of making sure that the handoff of power is smooth and effective. And that requires a cooperation that law can't alone enforce." 
Here's a look at how changes meant to fix the problems of four years ago may not solve coming issues this time, and where the coming transition stands in the meantime: 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
What happened in 2020? 
Trump lied about widespread voter fraud that didn't occur, delaying the start of the 2020 transition from one administration to the next from Election Day on Nov. 3 to Nov. 23. 
The Trump-appointed head of the General Services Administration, Emily Murphy, consulted the transition law dating to 1963 and determined that she had no legal standing to determine a winner -- and start funding and cooperating with a transition to a Biden administration -- because Trump was still challenging the results in court.

    


GSA essentially acts as the federal government's landlord, and it wasn't until Trump's efforts to subvert free and fair election results had collapsed across key states that Murphy agreed to formally " ascertain a president-elect " and begin the transition process. Trump also eventually posted on social media that his administration would cooperate. 
What's different this time?
Enacted in December 2022, the Presidential Transition Improvement Act now mandates that the transition process begin five days after the election, even if more than one candidate hasn't conceded.
That avoids long delays and means "an 'affirmative ascertainment' by the GSA is no longer a prerequisite for gaining transition support services," according to agency guidelines on the new rules. 
But the new law also effectively mandates federal support and cooperation for both candidates to begin a transition. It states that such support should continue until "significant legal challenges" that could alter electoral outcomes have been "substantially resolved," or when electors from each state meet in December to formally choose an Electoral College winner. 

    


That means the government potentially bestowing enough backing that both sides can prepare an administration until mid-December -- only about a month before Inauguration Day on Jan. 20.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Elections, explained: We answer your election questions.
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Derek Muller, a University of Notre Dame law professor and presidential transition expert who testified in favor of the legislation, said it ensures that potentially two candidates get backing for transitions, with one eventually falling away. He said that's preferable to having a situation where no transition support is released to either side -- which can spark delays leading to national security lapses. 
"In the past, it was neither candidate gets the funding. Now it's both," Muller said. 
He pointed to the contested 2000 election, when GSA didn't determine the winner until the Florida recount fight was settled on Dec. 13 -- raising questions about national security gaps that may have contributed to the U.S. being underprepared for the Sept. 11 attacks the following year. 

    


"It can last into mid-December. There's no question that's a risk," Muller said of potential dueling transition efforts after this year's election. "But I think it's a risk that they want to take. And even mid-December is still a month away from inauguration, so at least you have some certainty."
Even today, though, Trump continues to falsely claim he won in 2020 and only says he'll accept this November's results if they are fair, making it easy to imagine him doing so only if he wins -- and potentially putting the new law to the test. 
How are both sides preparing?

    



The sprawling transition process starts around 4,000 government positions being filled with political appointees -- people who are specifically tapped for their jobs by the president-elect's team. That often begins with key Cabinet departments.
Harris' team already has reached an agreement with the Biden administration to use government office space in Washington and other resources, and to begin vetting potential key national security hires. 
Trump's team has signed no transition agreements, missing deadlines to agree with GSA on logistical matters like office space and tech support and with the White House on access to agencies, including documents, employees and facilities. 
Stier, of the Partnership for Public Service, said the Trump administration's disregard for the transition process dates to 2016, when the then-president-elect fired his transition coordinator, former New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie, and then spent months of his early administration trying to catch up on basic staffing issues. 
Stier said the agreements to prepare transition are merely "the starter's pistol -- it isn't actually the race." The full process, he said, "requires a deep understanding of our government and a willingness to appreciate the importance of process." 
What will transition look like? 
Neither side will be starting totally from scratch. While Harris will build her own government, she might tap some holdovers from the Biden administration, where she was vice president. Trump will bring in a new team, but he built an entirely new administration in 2017 and can do it again.
Harris could also opt to keep Senate-confirmed Biden appointees as acting Cabinet secretaries, just in case it is hard to get her nominations through a post-election, GOP-controlled Congress. She's promised to appoint a Republican to her Cabinet, with an early favorite being former Wyoming Rep. Liz Cheney -- once the third-ranking member of the House GOP and the daughter of a Republican vice president -- who has campaigned with Harris. 
Trump said he may tap former independent presidential hopeful and anti-vaccination activist Robert Kennedy Jr. on health issues and make South African-born Elon Musk a secretary of federal "cost-cutting." 

Either way, John Kirby, Biden's national security spokesman, said the current administration is set for a proper transition, ''no matter how things play out in the election." 
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LANSING, Mich. (AP) -- A student from China at the University of Michigan faces criminal charges for casting an illegal ballot during early voting, a rare case of a non-U.S. citizen voting.
The student faces charges of perjury and attempting to vote as an unauthorized elector, which is a felony, according to a joint statement by Michigan Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson and Washtenaw County Prosecutor Eli Savit.
The latter charge carries a maximum penalty of up to four years in prison and a $2,000 fine.
"Anyone who attempts to vote illegally faces significant consequences, including but not limited to arrest and prosecution," the statement said.
The specter of noncitizens voting in large numbers has been a central part of Republican political messaging this year, as they seek to sow doubts about the election in case former President Donald Trump loses. Data, even from Republican-controlled states, shows how noncitizen voting is rare and nowhere near a large-scale problem.

    


Only citizens can vote in federal elections and every voter must attest to U.S. citizenship when they register. Election offices have detailed process in place that help them catch any noncitizens who attempt to cast a ballot.




"When it does happen, we take it extremely seriously," Benson and Savit said in their statement, issued Wednesday. "Our elections are secure and Michigan's state and local election officials carefully follow the law."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
There are over 7 million active registered voters in Michigan, according to the Michigan Secretary of State's office and over 2 million ballots have already been cast in Tuesday's election through absentee and early voting as of Thursday morning.
Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel said in a statement that she has launched an "independent, parallel investigation."
The student is a 19-year-old from China who is legally in the U.S. but not a citizen, according to Angela Benander, a Department of State spokesperson. He registered to vote on Sunday by using his University of Michigan student identification and documents establishing residency in Ann Arbor, according to Benander.

    


The student signed a document identifying himself as a U.S. citizen and later contacted the local clerk's office requesting to get the ballot back, Benander said.
"We are grateful for the swift action of the clerk in this case, who took the appropriate steps and referred the case to law enforcement," Benson and Savit said in the statement.
The story was first reported by the Detroit News.
Authorities have not named the student. It was not immediately clear if the student was arrested or was still being held Thursday.
The Chinese Foreign Ministry provided a written statement to The Associated Press on Thursday saying the Chinese government asked citizens abroad to abide by local laws and regulations and to avoid engaging in illegal activities "in any form."
"In the meantime, we urge the U.S. to fairly investigate and properly handle the case in accordance with law and earnestly safeguard the legitimate and lawful rights and interests of the Chinese national involved," the statement said.


    


U.S. Rep. John Moolenaar, a Republican from Michigan, called for the university to expel the student. Moolenaar also chairs the House Select Committee on the Chinese Communist Party.
Request for comment to the University of Michigan were not immediately returned.
__
Associated Press writer Didi Tang in Washington, D.C., contributed to this report. 
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            A comic calling Puerto Rico garbage before a packed Donald Trump rally in New York was the latest humiliation for an island territory that has long suffered from mistreatment, residents said Monday in expressions of fury that could affect the presidential election. (AP Video by Alejandro Granadillo)
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            FILE - Nicky Jam speaks as Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump listens during a campaign event at the World Market Center, Sept. 13, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


NEW YORK (AP) -- Puerto Rican reggaeton singer Nicky Jam has withdrawn his endorsement of Donald Trump in the 2024 presidential election a month after appearing at a rally for the candidate.
Tony Hinchcliffe, a comic who called Puerto Rico "garbage" before a packed Trump rally in New York appears to be the catalyst.
"The reason why I supported Donald Trump was because I thought he was the best for the economy in the United States, where many Latinos live, many of us Latinos live, myself included, many immigrants who are suffering because of the economy and him, being a businessman, I thought it was the best move," Jam said in Spanish, in a video statement posted to his official Instagram page.
"Never in my life did I think that a month later a comedian was going to come to criticize my country and speak badly of my country and therefore, I renounce any support for Donald Trump, and I sidestep any political situation. Respect Puerto Rico, Nicky Jam."

    


A representative for Jam confirmed on Thursday that the singer had withdrawn his endorsement.
Puerto Ricans living on the island cannot vote in general elections despite being U.S. citizens, but they can exert a powerful influence with relatives on the mainland, who are eligible to vote.




The effects of Hinchcliffe's remarks are felt on the island and elsewhere: One of the biggest artists on the planet, the Grammy-award winning Puerto Rican superstar Bad Bunny, threw his support behind Vice President Kamala Harris, shortly afterward. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Bad Bunny, born Benito Antonio Martinez, shared a video to his Instagram account Tuesday detailing the origins of Puerto Rico and its inhabitants' prominence in politics, sports and entertainment. The caption read: "garbage."
"We have been fighting since day one of our existence, we are the definition of heart and resistance," he wrote in Spanish. "Here we stand, here we are, and for those who forget who we are... don't worry, we proudly remind you."

    


Actor Aubrey Plaza addressed the remarks at the WSJ Magazine Innovator Awards on Tuesday night, saying her grandmother, if alive, would respond profanely to Hinchcliffe's characterization of Puerto Rico.
"I just wanted to very quickly respond to the racist joke that was made at that Trump rally about Puerto Rico, where most of my family is from," Plaza told attendees. "Thankfully, my sweet abuelita wasn't here to hear that disgusting remark."
Ricky Martin, who had previously endorsed Harris, was also offended by the comment and said "that's what they think of us," on Instagram.
A representative for Anuel AA, another famous Puerto Rican star who endorsed Trump last month, said he was on tour and unable to comment on Hinchcliffe's remarks.
Jam, known for songs such as "Travesuras," "Voy a Beber" and the J Balvin collaboration "X" expressed his support for Trump last month at a rally in Las Vegas, where Trump seemed to mistake him for a woman. "Latin Music superstar Nicky Jam! Do you know Nicky, she's hot. Where's Nicky?" he said. 

As a result, the Mexican pop-rock band Mana has removed its 2016 song with Nicky Jam, "De pies a cabeza," from online platforms. "Mana does not work with racists," the group said in an Instagram post explaining the decision.
Mana is rallying with Harris in Las Vegas on Thursday. 
___
Berenice Bautista in Mexico City and Adriana Gomez Licon in Rocky Mount, North Carolina, contributed to this report.
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                                        ISTANBUL (AP) -- Hundreds gathered Thursday in Istanbul to protest against the arrest and removal from office of a mayor from Turkey's main opposition party for his alleged links to a banned Kurdish militant group.
Ahmet Ozer, mayor of Istanbul's Esenyurt district and a member of the Republican People's Party, or CHP, was detained on Wednesday by anti-terrorist police over his alleged connection to the Kurdistan Workers' Party, or PKK.
Turkey's government on Thursday replaced Ozer with Istanbul's deputy governor, a move the CHP's leader, Ozgur Ozel and other politicians described as a "coup."
The mayor's arrest comes as Turkey is debating a tentative peace process to end a 40-year conflict between the PKK and the Turkish state that has led to tens of thousands of deaths.
Demonstrators filled a square in Esenyurt after the government banned a rally outside the municipality building. Some carried banners that read: "(We want) an elected mayor not an appointed mayor" and called for the resignation of President Recep Tayyip Erdogan's government.

    


"In our view, this (government), which acts against the law and violates the constitution, has carried out a political coup. We will never accept it," said Tulay Hatimogullari, the leader of the pro-Kurdish Peoples' Equality and Democracy Party, whose supporters joined the rally in a show of solidarity.




Ozel, whose CHP made significant gains in local elections earlier this year, called for early elections.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Ozer, 64, is a former academic originally from Van in eastern Turkey. He was elected mayor of Esenyurt, a western suburb in Istanbul's European side, in March local elections.
The Istanbul Chief Public Prosecutor's Office said an investigation found Ozer had maintained contacts with PKK figures for more than 10 years, according to the state-run Anadolu Agency.
Politicians and members of Turkey's pro-Kurdish movement have frequently been targeted over alleged links to the PKK, which is considered a terror organization by Turkey, the U.S. and the European Union.

    


Legislators have been stripped of their parliamentary seats and mayors removed from office. Several lawmakers as well as thousands of party members have been jailed on terror-related charges since 2016.
Other opposition parties have been largely unscathed but the CHP metropolitan mayor of Istanbul, Ekrem Imamoglu, is currently appealing a prison sentence and political ban imposed by a court in December 2022 for "insulting" members of Turkey's election board in 2019.

Imamoglu accused Erdogan's government of "plotting a dirty game" to snatch Esenyurt municipality away from the opposition "by declaring (Ozer) a terrorist for fictitious reasons."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/turkey-protest-mayor-arrested-c7fee0de576a3a7b587287a3739f0519



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Pennsylvania challenge of Elon Musk's $1M-a-day voter sweepstakes moves to federal court | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Pennsylvania challenge of Elon Musk's $1M-a-day voter sweepstakes moves to federal court

    Pennsylvania challenge of Elon Musk's $1M-a-day voter sweepstakes moves to federal court

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            Elon Musk is pledging to give away $1 million a day to voters for signing his political action committee's petition backing the Constitution. The giveaway by the Donald Trump supporter is raising questions among some who say it's a violation of the law.
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            FILE - Elon Musk speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


PHILADELPHIA (AP) -- A Pennsylvania prosecutor's effort to shut down Elon Musk's $1 million-a-day voter sweepstakes moved to federal court on Thursday after a state judge let both sides debate their grievances in a hearing skipped by the world's richest man.
Judge Angelo Foglietta agreed that Musk, as a named defendant in the lawsuit filed by District Attorney Larry Krasner, should have attended the hearing in person, but he declined to immediately sanction the tech mogul.
Musk's lawyer, Matthew Haverstick, said he's an extremely busy man who could not simply "materialize" in the courtroom hours after the hearing was scheduled. Krasner's team challenged the notion that the founder of SpaceX could not make it Philadelphia, prompting a quick retort from the judge.
"Counsel, he's not going to get in a rocket ship and land on the building," Foglietta replied. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Elon Musk's $1M-a-day voter sweepstakes for Trump goes before a Philadelphia judge
    

    
    
    Philadelphia's district attorney is trying to shut down a $1 million-a-day sweepstakes to boost Donald Trump's presidential campaign. AP correspondent Donna Warder reports.

    


    


The huge giveaways to registered voters come from Musk's political organization, which aims to boost Donald Trump's presidential campaign.
After his lawyers argued that claims of federal election interference are involved, Foglietta put the state case on hold pending a decision in federal court, where the case was assigned to U.S. District Judge Gerald J. Pappert, a Republican former Pennsylvania attorney general appointed to the federal bench by President Barack Obama. No hearings there were immediately scheduled.




Krasner, a Democrat, wants the case decided in state court in Democrat-led Philadelphia, where his lawsuit filed Monday accused Musk and his PAC of running a dubious lottery in the tense run-up to Tuesday's election.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Krasner's lawyers noted that four of the first dozen winners appeared to be from Pennsylvania, perhaps the key prize in the tight presidential race between Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris.
"Is it just a coincidence that this is the state that has the largest electoral votes? I don't think so," lawyer John Summers argued.

    


Posts by Musk's America PAC on X, the social media platform he purchased, indicate he's given away 13 checks of $1 million since the first one in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, on Oct. 19. Other winners came from the battleground states of Wisconsin, Nevada, Arizona, Georgia, North Carolina and Michigan. 
Krasner's lawyers noted that Musk and the America PAC had "brazenly" continued the lottery every day this week, including Thursday morning, despite Krasner's legal bid to shut it down. The sweepstakes is set to run through Election Day, open to people in too-close-to-call states who can show that they're registered to vote and sign a petition supporting the Constitution.
"They're doing things in the dark," Summers told the judge. "We don't know the rules being followed. We don't know how they're supposedly picking people at random ... It's an outrage."
Election law experts have raised questions about whether it violates federal law barring someone from paying others to vote. Musk has cast the money as both a prize as well as earnings for work as a spokesperson for the group.

    


Krasner has said he could still consider criminal charges, as he's tasked with protecting both lotteries and the integrity of elections. In the lawsuit, he said the defendants are "indisputably violating" Pennsylvania's lottery laws.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Elections, explained: We answer your election questions.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Both Trump and Kamala Harris have made repeated visits to the state as they fight for Pennsylvania's 19 electoral votes.

Musk, who also owns Tesla and X, has gone all in on Trump this election, saying he thinks civilization is at stake. He is undertaking much of the get-out-the-vote effort for Trump through his super PAC, which can raise and spend unlimited sums of money. 
He has committed more than $70 million to the super PAC to help Trump and other Republicans win in November.
___ Associated Press reporter Mark Scolforo in Harrisburg contributed to this report.
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            South Lake Tahoe voters will decide on Measure N, a proposed $3,000 tax on second homes vacant for more than half of each year. About 44% of the city's housing units are vacant, highlighting conflict between affordable housing and private property rights.
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 8 | 
            A sign welcomes motorists to South Lake Tahoe, Calif. on Friday, Oct. 18, 2024, where voters will decide whether to approve Measure N, which will mandate a tax to homeowners who leave their homes vacant for more than half the year. (AP Photo/Haven Daley)
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                                    South Lake Tahoe voters will decide on Measure N, a proposed $3,000 tax on second homes vacant for more than half of each year. About 44% of the city's housing units are vacant, highlighting conflict between affordable housing and private property rights.
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


SOUTH LAKE TAHOE, Calif. (AP) -- Owners of vacation homes in Northern California's South Lake Tahoe could face a significant tax increase if voters in the mountain resort town approve a measure on Tuesday's ballot that pits affordable housing against private property rights.
South Lake Tahoe, which sits on the shores of the iconic alpine lake, has about 7,000 vacant homes -- 44% of the city's estimated housing units -- according to the 2022 American Community Survey. Measure N would levy a flat $3,000 tax on homes that are vacant 182 days within a calendar year. 
The tax would increase to $6,000 for every subsequent year the home remains empty for half the year. 
The town is the latest across the United States with a growing debate about the impact of vacation properties. Critics say vacant second homes have worsened the nation's housing crisis by contributing to a shortage of affordable rental properties, especially in pricey resort places like South Lake Tahoe. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: California voters consider controversial vacation homes tax in iconic Lake Tahoe area
    

    
    
    Voters in the mountain resort town of South Lake Tahoe in California are voting whether vacation homeowners should be hit with a significant tax. AP correspondent Donna Warder reports.

    


    


Supporters of the measure say they want to encourage homeowners to rent to workers or pay into a fund for housing, roads and transportation projects. They say the city is shedding families as businesses struggle to hire staff in a region with little land available for housing development. 




Kelly Bessem works at least 50 hours a week, supplementing her main job as a field scientist in hydrology with work as a snowboard instructor to make ends meet. She's currently sleeping in her car to buy a house in Markleeville, which is a 40-minute drive to South Lake Tahoe.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"I've done all the things I'm supposed to, but it's still to the point where I just squeeze by," Bessem said.
Nancy Dunn, a homeowner who has lived part-time in South Lake Tahoe since 2018, opposes the measure as unfair and un-American.
"This is my home, and I want to be able to come back to it when I want to, and come and go as I feel," Dunn said as she stocked her house with firewood earlier this month. "The American way is to have the right to own property, and to do with it as you please."

    


The California Association of Realtors and the National Association of Realtors have contributed a combined $1 million to defeat the measure in a town with only 12,000 registered voters. 
While still rare in the U.S., more places are considering an empty homes or vacant homes tax to address workforce housing shortages by tapping underused homes to expand the long-term rental market. 
In Hawaii, the Honolulu City Council is trying to pass an empty homes tax, its third attempt since 2018, while the Colorado Association of Ski Towns is seeking legislation allowing cities and counties to ask voters to approve vacant homes taxes. 
Margaret Bowes, the Colorado group's executive director, said resort towns have few options in where they can build. The lack of housing "has reached a crisis level" affecting basic services and commerce "from ski resort companies to local, small businesses," she said.
Perhaps the best known example is Vancouver, Canada, which in 2017 imposed a 1% tax on an empty home's assessed taxable value. The tax is now 3% and the city says it has generated $142 million for affordable housing projects.

    


In California, San Francisco and Berkeley approved taxes on vacant properties in 2022.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Elections, explained: We answer your election questions.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Vacancy taxes can work to a limited degree in larger cities, but an empty homes tax could make a huge difference in smaller towns like South Lake Tahoe, said Shane Phillips, who manages the Randall Lewis Housing Initiative at the University of California, Los Angeles.
He did not know enough about the proposed tax to weigh in, but generally supports vacancy taxes on vacation homes in regions where housing is short. Taxes can be used to discourage harmful behavior, he said, such as taxes on cigarettes. 
"And I think there's a similar argument to be made here, that people consuming multiple homes and not living in them in communities like South Lake Tahoe ... it's actually doing harm to other people," Phillips said. 
Measure N has roiled the tiny community, which with about 21,000 year-round residents is the most populous city ringing Lake Tahoe and a popular weekend destination. It is 188 miles (300 kilometers) northeast of San Francisco. 

    


The city has a median household income of $68,000, lower than the $95,000 median in California. The median sales price of a home was $750,000 in September -- up from $427,000 five years ago, according to Redfin. 
Modeled on Berkeley's empty homes tax, the city projects that the proposed tax will raise up to $8 million in its first year and up to $20 million a year afterwards. 
Amelia Richmond, co-founder of Locals for Affordable Housing, the group that collected the signatures to get the issue on the ballot, said it is an opportunity to ensure South Lake Tahoe does not go the way of other mountain towns with even higher vacancy rates. 

    


Property owners would self-report each year, although documentation may be required. There are exceptions to the occupancy requirement, such as homes undergoing renovation. 
To avoid the tax, owners of vacation homes could sell their property, lease to a tenant year-round, or rent to seasonal travelers or workers. They can't list their homes as short-term rentals after the city voted to curtail rentals of fewer than 30 days, citing noise and the housing shortage. 
Opponents say many of them scrimped and saved for modest second homes and they shouldn't be punished for the region's lack of affordable housing. They're also upset because as part-time residents, they cannot vote on the measure. 
Tom Fields, 85, splits his time between a three-bedroom house that he describes as nothing special other than its location on Lake Tahoe and a place in central Oregon. 

"This is crazy and I don't even know if it's constitutional," he said. "When you purchase the land and they start taking away rights, that's when people get upset."
___
Har reported from San Francisco.
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                    FILE - Sacks with human remains are seen after being removed from a quarry in Mukuru Kwa Njenga area in Nairobi, Kenya Saturday, July 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Kasuku, File)
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                                        NAIROBI (AP) -- Western envoys in Kenya have raised concerns over reports of arbitrary arrests and enforced disappearances and urged swift investigations as the country takes up its seat on the United Nations Human Rights Council.
In a joint statement on Thursday, the nine ambassadors and high commissioners said they "will support Kenya in corralling the political will necessary to effect change."
Human rights groups have accused the authorities in Kenya of arbitrarily arresting and detaining government critics, while several people have been reported missing and, in some cases, their mutilated bodies discovered days later.
Kenya was among several African countries elected to the U.N human rights council on Oct. 9.
The envoys' statement comes days after four Turkish nationals were abducted from Kenya and repatriated despite registering with the U.N as asylum seekers, citing threats to their lives back home.

    


"Abduction and forced return to countries they fled directly violates the principle of non-refoulement enshrined in Kenyan law," Amnesty International Kenya wrote in a statement last week.




Under international law, non-refoulement prohibits the return of any person to a country where they would face torture, cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment, or other irreparable harm. 
The Kenya National Commission on Human Rights on Thursday said it had investigated 60 cases of extrajudicial killings and 71 cases of abductions and enforced disappearances since June.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The country witnessed a series of nationwide anti-government protests that culminated in the storming and burning of parliament on June 25, when several protesters were shot dead outside parliament gates.
The police on Wednesday said that 97 women had been killed by men in the last three months and he highlighted an increase in gender-based violence. 
The deputy inspector general of police, Eliud Kipkoech Langat, said there had been an increase in murder and manslaughter cases and called it a "troubling trend."

    


The latest killings involve three women who went missing. Their bodies were last week discovered mutilated and dumped in different areas.
In July, the dismembered bodies of nine women were found in a quarry in the capital, Nairobi. A male suspect was arrested and detained as investigations continued but he later escaped from police custody.
The government has in recent days been accused by human rights groups of using arrests and abduction to crack down on critics.

A popular activist, Boniface Mwangi, was on Sunday detained by men who refused to identify themselves. He was held at a police station for a day and later released without charge.
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            Spanish language instructions are seen on part of a mail-in election ballot in New York on Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Patrick Sison)
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            FILE - Spanish language voting stickers which read "He Votado Hoy" ("I Voted Today") are offered at a polling place in Philadelphia, May 21, 2019. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- With just days before the presidential election, Latino voters are facing a barrage of targeted ads in Spanish and a new source of political messaging in the artificial intelligence age: chatbots generating unfounded claims in Spanish about voting rights. 
AI models are producing a stream of election-related falsehoods in Spanish more frequently than in English, muddying the quality of election-related information for one of the nation's fastest-growing and increasingly influential voting blocs, according to an analysis by two nonprofit newsrooms.
Voting rights groups worry AI models may deepen information disparities for Spanish-speaking voters, who are being heavily courted by Democrats and Republicans up and down the ballot. 
Vice President Kamala Harris will hold a rally Thursday in Las Vegas featuring singer Jennifer Lopez and Mexican band Mana. Former President Donald Trump, meanwhile, held an event Tuesday in a Hispanic region of Pennsylvania, just two days after fallout from insulting comments made by a speaker about Puerto Rico at a New York rally.

    


The two organizations, Proof News and Factchequeado, collaborated with the Science, Technology and Social Values Lab at the Institute for Advanced Study to test how popular AI models responded to specific prompts in the run-up to Election Day on Nov. 5, and rated the answers. 




More than half of the elections-related responses generated in Spanish contained incorrect information, as compared to 43% of responses in English, they found.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Meta's model Llama 3, which has powered the AI assistant inside WhatsApp and Facebook Messenger, was among those that fared the worst in the test, getting nearly two-thirds of all responses wrong in Spanish, compared to roughly half in English. 
For example, Meta's AI botched a response to a question about what it means if someone is a "federal only" voter. In Arizona, such voters did not provide the state with proof of citizenship -- generally because they registered with a form that didn't require it -- and are only eligible to vote in presidential and congressional elections. Meta's AI model, however, falsely responded by saying that "federal only" voters are people who live in U.S. territories such as Puerto Rico or Guam, who cannot vote in presidential elections.

    


In response to the same question, Anthropic's Claude model directed the user to contact election authorities in "your country or region," like Mexico and Venezuela.
Google's AI model Gemini also made mistakes. When it was asked to define the Electoral College, Gemini responded with a nonsensical answer about issues with "manipulating the vote."
Meta spokesman Tracy Clayton said Llama 3 was meant to be used by developers to build other products, and added that Meta was training its models on safety and responsibility guidelines to lower the likelihood that they share inaccurate responses about voting. 
Anthropic's head of policy and enforcement, Alex Sanderford, said the company had made changes to better address Spanish-language queries that should redirect users to authoritative sources on voting-related issues. Google did not respond to requests for comment. 

    


Voting rights advocates have been warning for months that Spanish-speaking voters are facing an onslaught of misinformation from online sources and AI models. The new analysis provides further evidence that voters must be careful about where they get election information, said Lydia Guzman, who leads a voter advocacy campaign at Chicanos Por La Causa.
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"It's important for every voter to do proper research and not just at one entity, at several, to see together the right information and ask credible organizations for the right information," Guzman said.
Trained on vast troves of material pulled from the internet, large language models provide AI-generated answers, but are still prone to producing illogical responses. Even if Spanish-speaking voters are not using chatbots, they might encounter AI models when using tools, apps or websites that rely on them.

    


Such inaccuracies could have a greater impact in states with large Hispanic populations, such as Arizona, Nevada, Florida and California. 
Nearly one-third of all eligible voters in California, for example, are Latino, and one in five of Latino eligible voters only speak Spanish, the UCLA Latino Policy and Politics Institute found.
Rommell Lopez, a California paralegal, sees himself as an independent thinker who has multiple social media accounts and uses OpenAI's chatbot ChatGPT. When trying to verify unfounded claims that immigrants ate pets, he said he encountered a bewildering number of different responses online, some AI-generated. In the end, he said he relied on his common sense.
"We can trust technology, but not 100 percent," said Lopez, 46, of Los Angeles. "At the end of the day they're machines." 

    


___
Salomon reported from Miami. Associated Press writer Jonathan J. Cooper in Phoenix contributed to this report.
___
This story is part of an Associated Press series, "The AI Campaign," exploring the influence of artificial intelligence in the 2024 election cycle.
___

The Associated Press receives financial assistance from the Omidyar Network to support coverage of artificial intelligence and its impact on society. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) -- U.S. Rep. Jahana Hayes isn't a member of the historically Black sororities and fraternities known as the "Divine Nine."
But throughout her hotly contested reelection campaign this year, Hayes, the first Black woman to represent Connecticut in Congress, has sometimes felt like she's a fellow soror, the term used by Black Greek organizations for sorority sisters. On their own, members have shown up to call voters, organize fundraisers, knock on doors, cheer Hayes on at campaign events and even offer pro bono legal help. 
"I had people from Massachusetts come in to volunteer," said Hayes, a Democrat who is seeking a fourth term. "I've had people who had previously been considering going to a battleground state like Pennsylvania and are saying, 'No, we're going to stay right here and help out in this race in Connecticut.'"

    


Downballot candidates like Hayes -- particularly Black women -- have benefited from a surge in support this year from volunteers who happen to be members of Black Greek organizations, many energized by Kamala Harris' presidential run. The vice president is a longtime member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc., which was founded at her alma matter, Howard University, in 1908. Harris pledged AKA as a senior at Howard in 1986.




Collectively known as the National Pan-Hellenic Council, the nine historically Black sororities and fraternities are nonpartisan and barred from endorsing candidates because of their not-for-profit status. The organizations focus on voter registration drives, civic engagement and nonelectoral initiatives and are careful not to show favor to a particular candidate. But many of the groups' members, as individuals, have been "extremely active" in federal and state races around the country this year, said Jaime R. Harrison, chairman of the Democratic National Committee.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"I think that's a part of the Kamala Harris effect," Harrison said during a recent visit to Connecticut.

    


There were women affiliated with all the D9 sororities on a recent get-out-the-vote bus tour through New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware and Maryland to support Black women on the ballot.
Along with other volunteers, they knocked on hundreds of doors, made thousands of calls and sent out hundreds of postcards, urging people to vote. The trip was organized by the Higher Heights for America PAC, a nearly 13-year-old organization that works to elect progressive Black women.
Members of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc. showed off their crimson and cream colors while stumping in Maryland for Democratic U.S. Senate candidate Angela Alsobrooks, a fellow Delta who is in a closely watched race against former Republican Gov. Larry Hogan.
Volunteers who are D9 sorority members also campaigned for Democratic U.S. Rep. Lisa Blunt Rochester of Delaware, an honorary member of Alpha Kappa Alpha who is running for the U.S. Senate. If both candidates were elected, it would mark the first time two Black women have served in the Senate simultaneously.

    


Latosha Johnson, a social worker from Hartford, recently participated in a get-out-the-vote phone banking session for Hayes along with other Black women who, like her, are members of Alpha Kappa Alpha. She said there's a realization among many Black and brown voters that the stakes in the election are particularly high. And if Harris wins, she'll need allies in Congress, Johnson said.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Elections, explained: We answer your election questions.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


"If we don't get her a Congress that's going to be able to move things," Johnson said, "that becomes hard."
Hayes is in a rematch against former Republican George Logan, a former state senator who identifies as Afro-Latino but has not seen an outpouring of support from D9 members, according to his campaign. 
Both Harris and former President Donald Trump are courting Black voters in the final days of the presidential race. Harris' campaign has expressed concern about a lack of voting enthusiasm among Black men.
While Republicans have made some inroads with Black voters, two-thirds still identify as Democrats. About 2 in 10 identify as independents. About 1 in 10 identify as Republicans, according to a recent poll from the AP-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research.

    


Voter registration and nonpartisan get-out-the-vote efforts by the sororities and fraternities, coupled with the mobilization of individual members, could potentially have an impact on some of these races, said Darren Davis, a professor of political science at the University of Notre Dame.
"In local elections, in statewide elections, where the Black vote is more powerful and concentrated as opposed to in national elections, D9 organizations have this tremendous untapped ability to reach and to mobilize disaffected voters," Davis said. 
The D9 fraternal groups were founded on U.S. college campuses in the early 1900s when Black students faced racial prejudice and exclusion that prevented them from joining existing white sororities and fraternities. In a tradition that continues today, the organizations focused on mutual upliftment, educational and personal achievement, civic engagement and a lifelong commitment to community service.

    


Many of the fraternities and sororities served as training grounds for future civil rights leaders, including the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. and Rosa Parks.
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc. member Brandon McGee is a former Democratic state representative who now leads Connecticut's Social Equity Council on cannabis. As the father of two daughters, he is excited about helping Harris and Hayes win.
"I want my babies to see me working for a female who looks like their mother. And even beyond looking like their mother, a female," he said. "And I want my babies to know, 'You can do the same thing.'"
__

This story has been edited to correct that Alpha Phi Alpha is a fraternity not a sorority. Also, Latosha Johnson is a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha, not Delta Sigma Theta.
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                    Voting machines are prepared for use on Election Day at the Allegheny County Elections Division warehouse, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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WASHINGTON (AP) -- Hacking a local election system in the United States wouldn't be easy, and secretly altering votes on a scale massive enough to change the outcome of the presidential race would be impossible, election officials have said, thanks to decentralized systems, paper records for nearly all ballots, exhaustive reviews, legal due process and decades of work by American election officials, volunteers and citizens.
But foreign actors and domestic extremist groups looking to meddle in next week's election can target a much weaker link: voters' perceptions and emotions. Those intent on undermining confidence in U.S. democracy don't have to change any votes if they can convince enough Americans not to trust the outcome.
It's a possible scenario particularly concerning to intelligence analysts and officials tasked with protecting America's election: An adversary tries to hack a state or local election system and then releases a document -- perhaps a fake one or even material that is publicly available -- and suggests it's evidence of vote rigging. 

    


Or, a video is crafted showing someone supposedly hacking into a ballot scanner, voting machine or a state voter registration system. But it hasn't happened, and it would not be true.




It's called a perception hack, which may or may not include an actual breach of voting systems but is made to appear that has happened. In some cases, minor information might be stolen -- enough for a video to appear legitimate -- but it does not change votes. A related threat involves fake footage supposedly depicting election workers destroying ballots. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In either case, the goal is the same: to generate confusion, distrust and fear.
Governments at all levels have worked to strengthen election infrastructure in recent years. The human brain, however, remains hard to defend.
"I think that's almost certain to happen," former CIA political analyst Adam Darrah said when discussing the risk of perception hacks. 

    


Darrah, now vice president of intelligence at the cybersecurity company ZeroFox, said misleading people into thinking election systems are vulnerable is a lot easier than actually hacking into them. "It's a way to induce panic. We are very technically resilient. Our emotional resilience, our hypersensitivity, that's still a challenge."
Narrow margins of victory or delays in vote counting could heighten the risk that a perception hack could fool a large number of voters, further polarizing the electorate, raising the risk of political violence and potentially complicating the transfer of power in January.
Intelligence officials warned last week that Russia and Iran may consider encouraging violent protests in the U.S. following the election. The nation's intelligence community and private analysts agree that while the Kremlin is backing former President Donald Trump, Moscow's ultimate goal is to divide Americans and undermine U.S. support for Ukraine and the NATO alliance. 
America's adversaries focus on disinformation in part, officials say, because they understand the country's election infrastructure is too secure to hack successfully.

    


Despite the findings of intelligence officials, both Russia and Iran have rejected claims that they are seeking to influence the U.S. election.
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"We have never interfered, we are not interfering, and we do not intend to interfere," a spokesman for the Russian Embassy in Washington wrote in an email to The Associated Press.
Even without a foreign power's involvement, isolated stories of long lines at the polls, ballot mix-ups or other irregularities could be held up as proof that elections can't be trusted. 
It happened in 2020, when Trump amplified claims about election problems, helping lead to the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol by his supporters trying to disrupt certification of the election.
The former Republican president has spent months laying the groundwork to challenge the results of this year's election if he loses. And he has worked to convince his supporters that the only way he can lose is if Democrats cheat, urging them to deliver a victory "too big to rig."

    


"They cheat," Trump said at a Michigan rally last month. "That's the only way we're going to lose, because they cheat. They cheat like hell."
Just as in 2020, the days immediately after the election are likely to be the most critical, as results are announced and Americans come to the end of a contentious race. 
It's then that authoritarian nations or domestic anti-democratic groups will look to whip up distrust in an effort to spur people into action, said Paul Barrett, a New York University law professor who studies online discourse and polarization. 
"They're happy to see Americans at the throats of other Americans," Barrett said. "We saw that in 2021, and I have tremendous anxiety that we will see a repeat."

    


In response, national security and election officials across the country have moved to expose disinformation and quickly knock down rumors. Top intelligence officials have held multiple briefings outlining foreign threats, while cybersecurity and election officials have explained why election systems are secure.
Last week, a video purporting to show someone destroying mail ballots in Pennsylvania began spreading on social media. Bipartisan election officials in Bucks County quickly debunked the video, and intelligence officials linked it to a Russian campaign behind other videos seeking to smear Vice President Kamala Harris, the Democratic nominee, and her running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz.
"That video was debunked pretty quickly on multiple news sites, and I know that Bucks County immediately got out in front of it and basically explained why it was a fake and why voters should have confidence," said Kim Wyman, former secretary of state in Washington state who also has worked at the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency. 
"But the problem is -- now it exists out there," she said. "And we know that it will continue to be circulated between now and probably Inauguration Day."
Americans can help prevent a successful perception hack by not spreading election hoaxes any further. Disinformation experts urge voters to consult a variety of sources of information, be skeptical of anonymous social media claims and turn to their own state and local officials for the facts. 
Uncertainty and emotions will be running high in the days after voting ends -- exactly the conditions foreign adversaries and domestic extremists need to undermine trust.
"Our foreign adversaries are looking to attack our democratic process to further their own objectives, and we need the help of all Americans in ensuring they are not successful," said CISA senior adviser Cait Conley. "Americans should be confident that their votes will be counted as cast. They should also know that our foreign adversaries will try to make them believe otherwise."

"We encourage everyone to remain vigilant, verify the information they consume, and rely on trusted sources like their state and local election officials," she added. 
___
Cassidy reported from Atlanta. Associated Press writer Jill Colvin in New York contributed to this report.
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                    A shopper checks out at a cash register in a grocery store in Glenview, Ill., Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- As a presidential race profoundly shaped by Americans' frustration with high prices nears its end, the government said Thursday that an inflation gauge closely watched by the Federal Reserve has dropped to near pre-pandemic levels.
The Commerce Department reported that prices rose just 2.1% in September from a year earlier, down from a 2.3% rise in August. That is barely above the Fed's 2% inflation target and in line with readings in 2018, well before prices began surging after the pandemic recession.
Yet some signs of inflation pressures remained. Excluding volatile food and energy costs, so-called core prices rose 2.7% in September from a year earlier for the third straight month. On a monthly basis, core prices rose 0.3% from August to September, up from 0.2% from July to August. The increase in the core rate is higher than the Fed would prefer. 

    


Still, for the past six months, core inflation has declined to a 2.3% annual rate, down from 2.5% in August. And economists still expect the Fed to cut its key rate by a quarter-point when it meets next week.
"It's essentially the soft landing that many of us dreamed of," said Gregory Daco, chief economist at the tax and accounting firm EY, referring to a scenario in which high interest rates manage to tame inflation without causing a recession. "You really have the best of both worlds, with consumer spending growth remaining resilient and inflation moving within striking distance of the Fed's 2% target."




A separate measure of worker pay that the government issued Thursday -- the employment cost index -- showed that wages and benefits grew just 0.8% in the July-September quarter, the slowest such pace in three years. Measured from the same quarter a year earlier, workers' paychecks, excluding government employees, rose 3.8%, a pace consistent with the Fed's inflation target, Daco said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Though faster wage growth provides a boost for workers, it can also fuel inflation if companies pass on their higher labor costs to consumers by raising prices. 

    


Taken as a whole, the latest signs of a sustained cooling of inflation arrive five days before an election in which many voters have soured on the economy, mostly because average prices remain nearly 20% higher than they were four years ago. Former President Donald Trump has largely blamed the Biden-Harris administration's energy policies and promised that inflation would " vanish completely " if he is elected. Vice President Kamala Harris has promised to ban price gouging for groceries and to reduce child care and health care costs. 
Economists say Trump's policies would actually worsen inflation, mainly because of his plans to impose sweeping new tariffs and embark on mass deportations of migrants and other immigrants. Harris' proposals on price gouging, experts have said, would have little short-term impact.
Thursday's report also showed that Americans remain confident enough in their finances to keep shopping: Spending jumped 0.5% from August to September, which helped the economy expand at a healthy clip in the July-September quarter. 

    


Incomes rose more slowly last month, the government said, rising just 0.3%. In response, Americans cut back on their savings, leaving the savings rate at 4.6%, down from 4.8% the previous month. 
On a monthly basis, prices inched up 0.2% from August to September, up slightly from a 0.1% increase from July to August. 
Inflation peaked at 7.1% in June 2022 after the economy had accelerated out of the pandemic recession at a time of severe shortages of parts and labor, according to the gauge released Thursday, called the personal consumption expenditures price index. Inflation has steadily cooled over the past two years after supply chains recovered from the pandemic disruptions and the Fed jacked up its key interest rate to a four-decade high, depressing home sales and auto purchases. 
The Fed tends to favor the inflation gauge that the government issued Thursday -- the personal consumption expenditures price index -- over the better-known consumer price index. The PCE index tries to account for changes in how people shop when inflation jumps. It can capture, for example, when consumers switch from pricier national brands to cheaper store brands.

    


In general, the PCE index tends to show a lower inflation rate than CPI. In part, that's because rents, which have been high, carry double the weight in the CPI that they do in the index released Friday.
Chair Jerome Powell signaled in late August that the Fed is increasingly confident that inflation is coming under control. And hiring weakened in July and August. Those trends led the Fed to cut its key rate by an outsize half-point last month. With inflation continuing to slow, the Fed is expected to further reduce its rate by a quarter-point in November and likely by another quarter-point in December. 

    


The outlook for future rate cuts isn't quite clear, though. Hiring rebounded sharply in September, and the unemployment rate fell to a low 4.1%, evidence that the job market may be stronger than it had appeared last summer. Retail sales also rose last month. And on Wednesday, the government estimated that the economy expanded at a 2.8% annual rate in the July-September quarter, a solid pace, fueled by strong consumer spending.
The upbeat economic data has sparked some speculation that the Fed might decide to skip a rate reduction in December or cut rates more slowly next year.

On Friday, the government will issue its last major economic data before the presidential election: the October jobs report. It is likely to provide a more muddled picture than usual of the labor market, because Hurricanes Helene and Milton are thought to have caused tens of thousands of workers to lose their jobs, at least temporarily.
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            FILE - The Maine State House stands at sunrise, March 16, 2023, in Augusta, Maine. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty, File)
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            This booking photo provided by the York County Jail shows Maine State Rep. Lucas Lanigan after he turned himself in on a domestic assault charge, Monday, Oct. 28, 2024. (York County Jail via AP)
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                                        SANFORD, Maine (AP) -- The romantic partner of a Maine state lawmaker who faces domestic violence charges said in court Wednesday that the assault did not occur and the case should be dropped.
State Rep. Lucas Lanigan, a Republican, turned himself in on Monday on a domestic violence aggravated assault charge. A police affidavit about the case states that the partner confronted him and a woman at a storage facility in Sanford, and that Lanigan then choked the partner for about 20 seconds.
 But during the lawmaker's initial appearance in court Wednesday, Lanigan's partner made a statement denying that the assault had occurred. Lanigan is scheduled to return to court in March, according to Lanigan's attorney, William Bly.
Bly said he intends to fight the charges, which he feels have no merit, and that he would enter a not guilty plea when the time comes. A spokesperson for the district attorney's office declined to comment on the case Thursday.

    


Maine Democrats called on Lanigan to resign earlier this week in light of the charges. The Republican leader of the Maine House, Billy Bob Faulkingham, said in a text that the case will be resolved in the courts.

Lanigan represents communities in the Sanford area in the Legislature. Before his election to the Maine House, he served on the Sanford City Council from 2016 to 2021.
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                                        BEIRUT (AP) -- Lebanon charged the country's former central bank governor with illicit enrichment and issued an arrest warrant against the detained banker, the second in less than two months, judicial officials said Thursday.
Riad Salameh, 74, was charged by the first examining magistrate of Mount Lebanon Nicola Mansour over an apartment that was rented in France to be a substitute office for the central bank if needed, the four official said on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak to the media.
The officials said Salameh had rented the apartment from his "former partner" Anna Kosakova for about $500,000 annually. They added that the apartment was small and almost empty apartment except for a few computers.
After questioning Salameh, Nicola issued an arrest warrant for him. Salameh had been held by Lebanese authorities since early September.

    


Salameh has for years denied allegations of corruption, embezzlement and illicit enrichment. He insists that his wealth comes from inherited properties, investments and his previous job as an investment banker at Merrill Lynch.




In early September, Lebanon charged Salameh with the embezzlement of $42 million a day after he was detained.
Salameh ended his 30-year term as central bank governor a year ago under a cloud, with several European countries probing allegations of financial crimes. Many in Lebanon blame him for the crippling financial crisis that has gripped the country since late 2019.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
He was appointed in 1993 and initially celebrated for his role in steering Lebanon's economic recovery after a 15-year civil war, and for keeping the economy on an even keel during long spells of political gridlock and turmoil.
The embattled Salameh is also in the midst of several other cases against him, both locally and internationally.
France, Germany, and Luxembourg are also investigating Salameh and close associates over alleged illicit enrichment and the laundering of $330 million.

    


Salameh has criticized the European investigation and said it was part of a media and political campaign make him a scapegoat.

Meanwhile, the U.S., the U.K, and Canada have sanctioned Salameh and his close associates, and France issued an international arrest warrant for him, though Lebanon does not hand over its own citizens for extradition.
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                    FILE - Jo Ann Davidson, co-chair of the Republican National Committee, speaks at the Republican National Convention in St. Paul, Minn., Sept. 2, 2008. (AP Photo/Ron Edmonds, File)
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                                        COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) -- The governor and other present and past elected officials paid their respects to the late Jo Ann Davidson, Ohio's first and only female House speaker and a force in state and national Republican politics, as she lay in state at the Ohio Statehouse Thursday ahead of a public funeral service.
Davidson, who died Friday at 97, is the first woman to be honored with such a public viewing. It is a rare honor that Davidson is only the 10th person in state history to receive. Another was Abraham Lincoln. The last person who lay in state in Ohio's capital building was former astronaut and U.S. Sen. John Glenn in 2016.
Republican Gov. Mike DeWine, Senate President Matt Huffman and former Ohio Attorney General Betty Montgomery, one of Davidson's closest friends, were among those who attended the viewing in the Statehouse Rotunda.

    


Davidson will lay in state until 2 p.m., when a funeral service is planned in the Atrium. Both events are open to the public, and the service will be livestreamed on The Ohio Channel.
Davidson spent nearly 60 years in politics, beginning as a volunteer in a Columbus suburb to being elected to the local city council, leading the Ohio House and serving as co-chair of the Republican National Committee.




She headed President George W. Bush's regional reelection effort in 2004 -- helping him to a crucial Ohio victory over Democrat John Kerry to win the White House -- and the successful 2002 campaign of GOP Ohio Gov. Bob Taft. Davidson was also a close adviser to then-Republican Ohio Gov. John Kasich and to the state's current governor, Republican Mike DeWine.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Davidson's life in politics began in 1965, when she ran and lost a race for the all-male Reynoldsburg City Council. She won the seat two years later and spent the next 10 years in the role.
In 1980, she was successfully elected to the Ohio House, where she would build a reputation over 20 years for hard work, team-building and smarts. Fellow lawmakers elected her the first female speaker in 1994. She led the chamber until retiring due to term limits in 2001. Alongside her legislative service, she worked as vice president of special programs for the Ohio Chamber of Commerce.


    


In 2000, she established the Jo Ann Davidson Ohio Leadership Institute, a Columbus-based training center for Republican women who she saw as strong prospective candidates for office and party leadership. Over the years, she personally guided nearly 500 women. She also ran a consulting firm, JAD & Associates, that advised on public policy, strategic planning and political campaigns.
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            A voter places a ballot in the collection box at a drop-off location Friday, Oct. 25, 2024, in Washington Park in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            An elections official prepares to count mail-in ballots on the first day of tabulation, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, at the Maricopa County Recorder's Office in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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            FILE - A county worker collects a mail-in ballots in a drive-thru mail-in ballot drop off area at the Clark County Election Department, Monday, Nov. 2, 2020, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


DENVER (AP) -- A national campaign is backing ballot measures in six states to end partisan primaries, seeking to turn down the temperature in a polarized country by removing a process that gives the most active members of both major parties an outsize role in picking the country's leaders.
The $70 million effort to replace traditional primaries with either nonpartisan ones or ranked choice voting is run by Unite America, a Denver organization dedicated to de-polarizing the country.
"People are losing faith in democracy itself," said Kent Thiry, the group's co-chair and the former chief executive officer of the kidney dialysis firm DaVita Inc, during a Denver debate about the initiative on the Colorado ballot.
Nick Troiano, Unite America's executive director, said the goal is to end a system where 85% of congressional seats are effectively filled in partisan primaries because the districts are so overwhelmingly Democratic or Republican that whoever wins the relevant primary is virtually guaranteed victory in November.

    


Troiano said the Republican congressmen who voted to overturn the 2020 election after the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol almost all represented noncompetitive districts and have had to answer only to their party's voters.




Supporters are excited at the breadth of the campaign.
"It's eclipsed by the presidential election, but this is the most important year for this sort of structural reform that I can recall," said Edward Foley, a law professor at Ohio State University.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
But some skeptics contend that changing the structure of primaries won't make much of a difference in polarization given how so much of the country lives in either heavily Democratic or heavily Republican communities -- and will naturally elect people who occupy those ideological extremes.
"It seems like it's adding political complexity, weakening political parties, and it's not clear what problem they're solving," said Lee Drutman of the New America Foundation in Washington, D.C.

    


The ballot measures include proposals to switch to ranked choice voting in reliably Democratic Colorado, evenly divided Nevada and two reliably Republican states where a sharp swing to the right among GOP primary voters have left traditional Republicans scrambling -- Idaho and South Dakota.
Swing-state Arizona and conservative Montana both have measures to shift from partisan primaries to nonpartisan ones. In deep blue Oregon, an initiative would allow parties to still run their own primaries but require them to use ranked choice voting in certain statewide and federal races.
The ballot initiatives come as an unusual number of measures affecting voting are on state ballots in November.
Eight states will consider conservative-led measures to ban voting by noncitizens, which is already illegal under federal law. Connecticut voters will decide whether to allow anyone in their state to vote by mail, and Ohio whether to have a nonpartisan commission draw their state's legislative lines.
The biggest change in U.S. elections could come from increased adoption of ranked voting. It requires every voter to rank candidates in order of preference. If one does not get a majority, the lowest-scoring candidate is eliminated and that politician's votes are reallocated to whoever their voters picked second. This continues until one candidate wins more than 50% of the vote.

    


Ranked voting is a more complex way of running elections that is touted as producing winners who better represent the whole electorate. The process is used in two states -- Alaska and Maine -- as well as a handful of cities such as New York and San Francisco.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Elections, explained: We answer your election questions.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


It allowed a Democrat, Rep. Mary Peltola, to win the race for Alaska's single congressional seat in 2022 even as the state's GOP governor and senator also won re-election. That result angered many Republican activists, who then pushed bans on the process in Republican-controlled states such as Florida and Tennessee. Now, even as additional states consider adopting ranked voting, Alaska voters will consider a ballot measure to repeal it.

    


Critics contend the campaign to attack partisan primaries is an effort to mute the voices of ideologically committed voters.
"This is trying to bring centrism back," said Jason Lupo, a conservative political strategist in Colorado who opposes the measure in that state, during a recent debate in Denver. "This is a way to eliminate progressives; this is a way to eliminate conservatives."
Critics also warn the proposed changes come as conservatives have become more distrustful of election processes following Trump's lies about fraud costing him the 2020 race.
"It does make elections more complicated, and that in turn makes elections harder to trust," said Trent England, the founder of the conservative group Save Our States, during a recent debate on the Idaho ballot measure. "Do we really think that now is the time to be doing that?"

    


Still, advocates of the ballot measures contend that something has to change.
Chuck Coughlin, a veteran Republican strategist in Arizona who used to work for Sen. John McCain, in 2022 wanted to support a Democrat running for Congress in one primary and incumbent Republicans running for county supervisor in the other. But he was allowed to vote only in one primary in a state where the Republican Party had swung sharply to the right.
"I'm like 'I can't do this anymore,"' Coughlin said after 2022, in which every candidate he worked for lost the Republican primary and the GOP nominees for governor, attorney general and secretary of state all lost to Democrats in November because they were too extreme for the state's evenly-divided electorate. "I can't just run elections to the fringe."
Coughlin was thrilled to get help from Unite America, which donated $5 million to his Arizona initiative earlier this month.
The group was founded in 2013 to promote political independents. Troiano, who ran unsuccessfully as an independent for a Pennsylvania congressional seat, arrived to take it over three years later. He's helped steer it toward investing more in structural changes to democracy such as nonpartisan redistricting. 
Unite America has several wealthy supporters, such as board members Kathryn Murdoch, daughter-in-law of media mogul Rupert Murdoch, and Kenneth Griffin, founder of the hedge fund Citadel. Its resources have become a target for opponents of its ballot measures, who contend that ranked choice voting and other changes to partisan primaries will mainly help deep-pocketed candidates win elections.
Opponents of the measures zero in on the funding as a reason to oppose the switch.
"It's not the type of people I want writing my election law," said Sean Hinga, a labor leader spearheading opposition to the Colorado ballot measure.
___

Boone reported from Boise, Idaho. Associated Press writers Becky Bohrer in Juneau, Alaska, and Claire Rush in Portland, Oregon, contributed to this report.
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ST. CHARLES, Mo. (AP) -- A Republican committeeman has asked a judge to stop early voting in Missouri's third-largest county until it allows "watchers" or "challengers" to observe the polls.
Early voting will continue in St. Charles County until a judge issues a decision, the county's elections director, Kurt Bahr, and Republican Secretary of State Jay Ashcroft said. Early voting locations in the Republican-leaning suburban county near St. Louis were open Thursday, a day after Travis Allen Heins filed for his injunction. 
A court hearing is scheduled for 9 a.m. Friday.
This is the first presidential election in which Missouri has had no-excuse absentee voting.
Under state law, each political party on the ballot can designate a "challenger" for every polling place on Election Day. For absentee voting, challengers are allowed at locations where ballots are counted.

    


Heins' petition argues that he should be allowed to observe now because ballots are really tabulated as soon as voters feed them into a scanner.
"When election authorities deny the presence of a Challenger or Watcher, the safety and transparency of the elections are compromised," Heins wrote in his petition.




The Associated Press left a message with Heins on Thursday seeking comment. He told the St. Louis Post-Dispatch that he has no suspicion of wrongdoing and simply wants to be able to observe.
Bahr said his office initially expected about 2,500 people to vote each day during the two-week early voting period that ends Monday. Some days, about 5,000 people have cast ballots. The county has 420,000 residents.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Leaders of the Missouri Voter Protection Coalition said several people have been deterred from voting since the injunction request.

"This lawsuit is nothing but a voter suppression tactic designed to stop people from showing up to vote," Zebrina Looney, president of the St. Charles County NAACP and a member of the coalition, said in an email.
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            Children walk past El Mexicano, a grocery store in Worthington, Minn., on Sunday Oct. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Steve Robinson, Worthington's city administrator walks into the newly constructed JBS Fieldhouse on Monday, Oct. 21, 2024, in Worthington, Minn. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Lays chips with Thai writing and Mexican-style flavors are displayed for sale at Top Asian Food and Deli in Worthington, Minn., on Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Cristina Cabrera, who fled poverty in Central America three years ago, helps a customer pick a pinata at El Mexicano, a local grocery in downtown Worthington, Minn., on Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Cultural and religious items are sold at Top Asian Food and Deli in Worthington, Minn., on Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Chad Cummings, a city councilor and co-owner of the local radio stations, walks through Top Asian Food and Deli in Worthington, Minn., on Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            An aerial of the JBS Pork plant in Worthington, Minn., on Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            A classic car sits in front of Mick's Repair in Worthington, Minn., on Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            9 of 29 | 
            Members of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church carry food across the street on Sunday, Oct. 20, 2024, in Worthington, Minn. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            10 of 29 | 
            Mintamir Endanew, left, and other women at the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church enjoy a post-liturgy lunch of pancake-like injera bread on Sunday, Oct. 20, 2024, in Worthington, Minn. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            11 of 29 | 
            Women stand outside of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church after service on Sunday, Oct. 20, 2024, in Worthington, Minn. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            12 of 29 | 
            Julie Robinson opens her garage on property her family has owned for 132 years, in Worthington, Minn., on Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            13 of 29 | 
            Randy Robinson tills a corn field in preparation for the winter, in Worthington, Minn., on Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            14 of 29 | 
            The home and farm of Julie and Randy Robinson, which has been in their family for 132 years, in Worthington, Minn., on Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            15 of 29 | 
            An ear of corn is left in the fields farmed by Julie and Randy Robinson in Worthington, Minn., on Monday Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            16 of 29 | 
            Randy Robinson tills a corn field in preparation for the winter, in Worthington, Minn., on Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            17 of 29 | 
            Parishioners pray during a Karen-language service at Indian Lake Baptist Church, while celebrating 15 years of partnership with the 150-year-old congregation founded by Swedish immigrants, in Worthington, Minn., on Sunday Oct. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            18 of 29 | 
            Young congregants play catch after a Karen-language service at Indian Lake Baptist Church, in Worthington, Minn., on Sunday Oct. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            19 of 29 | 
            Community members play a game of soccer in the JBS Fieldhouse in Worthington, Minn., on Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            20 of 29 | 
            Middle school and high school students perform a choir concert at Worthington High School, in Worthington, Minn., on Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            21 of 29 | 
            High school students perform in a choir concert at Worthington High School, in Worthington, Minn., on Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            22 of 29 | 
            Mary Engidaw, center, and her daughter Harmony Hall, right, applaud during a Worthington High School choir concert in Worthington, Minn., on Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            23 of 29 | 
            TahSoGhay Collah, right, teaches a third-grade English learners class at the 700-student intermediate school that serves grades 3 through 5, in Worthington, Minn., on Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            24 of 29 | 
            Suzy Brandner, right, who has taught in Worthington for 34 years, talks with a student walking down the hall at the intermediate school, which serves grades three through five, in Worthington, Minn., on Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            25 of 29 | 
            Tyler Olson, a Worthington police officer who also serves as a school resource officer, leads a D.A.R.E. class at the 700-student intermediate school in Worthington, Minn., on Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            26 of 29 | 
            A girl from Guatemala plays in the sand on the shore of Okabena Lake in Worthington, Minn., on Sunday Oct. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            27 of 29 | 
            A religious sign is carved into a tree in a neighborhood of Worthington, Minn., on Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            28 of 29 | 
            The sun rises over Okabena Lake and the town of Worthington, Minn., on Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            29 of 29 | 
            Over the past generation, immigrants have transformed the small town of Worthington, Minnesota. Most lifelong residents in this politically red area are proud of the thriving economy, but rapid change has come with challenges and costs. (AP Video/Jessie Wardarski)
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        Minnesota farm town reshaped by migrants wrestles with real changes beyond the political vitriol
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            1 of 29 | 
            Children walk past El Mexicano, a grocery store in Worthington, Minn., on Sunday Oct. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            2 of 29 | 
            Steve Robinson, Worthington's city administrator walks into the newly constructed JBS Fieldhouse on Monday, Oct. 21, 2024, in Worthington, Minn. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            3 of 29 | 
            Lays chips with Thai writing and Mexican-style flavors are displayed for sale at Top Asian Food and Deli in Worthington, Minn., on Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            4 of 29 | 
            Cristina Cabrera, who fled poverty in Central America three years ago, helps a customer pick a pinata at El Mexicano, a local grocery in downtown Worthington, Minn., on Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Cultural and religious items are sold at Top Asian Food and Deli in Worthington, Minn., on Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            6 of 29 | 
            Chad Cummings, a city councilor and co-owner of the local radio stations, walks through Top Asian Food and Deli in Worthington, Minn., on Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            An aerial of the JBS Pork plant in Worthington, Minn., on Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            A classic car sits in front of Mick's Repair in Worthington, Minn., on Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Members of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church carry food across the street on Sunday, Oct. 20, 2024, in Worthington, Minn. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            10 of 29 | 
            Mintamir Endanew, left, and other women at the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church enjoy a post-liturgy lunch of pancake-like injera bread on Sunday, Oct. 20, 2024, in Worthington, Minn. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            11 of 29 | 
            Women stand outside of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church after service on Sunday, Oct. 20, 2024, in Worthington, Minn. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            12 of 29 | 
            Julie Robinson opens her garage on property her family has owned for 132 years, in Worthington, Minn., on Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            13 of 29 | 
            Randy Robinson tills a corn field in preparation for the winter, in Worthington, Minn., on Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            14 of 29 | 
            The home and farm of Julie and Randy Robinson, which has been in their family for 132 years, in Worthington, Minn., on Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            15 of 29 | 
            An ear of corn is left in the fields farmed by Julie and Randy Robinson in Worthington, Minn., on Monday Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            16 of 29 | 
            Randy Robinson tills a corn field in preparation for the winter, in Worthington, Minn., on Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Parishioners pray during a Karen-language service at Indian Lake Baptist Church, while celebrating 15 years of partnership with the 150-year-old congregation founded by Swedish immigrants, in Worthington, Minn., on Sunday Oct. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            18 of 29 | 
            Young congregants play catch after a Karen-language service at Indian Lake Baptist Church, in Worthington, Minn., on Sunday Oct. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Mary Engidaw, center, and her daughter Harmony Hall, right, applaud during a Worthington High School choir concert in Worthington, Minn., on Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            TahSoGhay Collah, right, teaches a third-grade English learners class at the 700-student intermediate school that serves grades 3 through 5, in Worthington, Minn., on Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Suzy Brandner, right, who has taught in Worthington for 34 years, talks with a student walking down the hall at the intermediate school, which serves grades three through five, in Worthington, Minn., on Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Tyler Olson, a Worthington police officer who also serves as a school resource officer, leads a D.A.R.E. class at the 700-student intermediate school in Worthington, Minn., on Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            A religious sign is carved into a tree in a neighborhood of Worthington, Minn., on Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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                                    Over the past generation, immigrants have transformed the small town of Worthington, Minnesota. Most lifelong residents in this politically red area are proud of the thriving economy, but rapid change has come with challenges and costs. (AP Video/Jessie Wardarski)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            GIOVANNA DELL'ORTO

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        WORTHINGTON, Minn. (AP) -- Two Guatemalans wearing traditional embroidered skirts bought coconut boba teas on an October afternoon at the bustling downtown Asian market. In decades past, the building served as this rural town's hardware store where farmers shopped for hammers, nuts and bolts. 
Over the past generation, immigrants from Southeast Asia, East Africa and now predominantly Central America have transformed this once overwhelmingly white community on the vast prairie. Students of color constitute more than 80% of those enrolled in K-12, Spanish is most children's first language, and soccer is far more popular than football. 

" Literally everything has changed," said Chad Cummings, a city councilor and co-owner of the local radio stations -- including a new 24/7 Spanish-language one. 
Immigration is a core issue for voters this election, and some of the 2024 campaign's most charged political vitriol has swirled around its effects on towns small and big across the country.

    


Like most lifelong residents in this politically red area, Cummings is proud of Worthington's cosmopolitan flair, thriving economy and booming population. Thanks to migrants, most of whom come to work in the pork processing plant next to giant corn silos on its outskirts, the town has bucked the trend of rural communities nationwide that never recovered from the 1980s farm crisis. 




But such rapid change has come with significant challenges and costs, as schools, churches and law enforcement have sought to respond to new needs despite language and cultural barriers. Old-timers and newcomers in Worthington are grappling with perhaps the most basic question -- how to turn very separate groups into one functioning community. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"There are many 'us' in Worthington," Cummings said. "How do we become a true blended community? Is it happening? It is, in some aspects. Is it fully happening? No. Will it ever? I don't know." 
"Assimilation is going to take education," he added. "The minority population, who is the majority; the Anglo population. ... Until we can get that blend to come together, how does it work? How is it going to work?"

    


Migrant workers bring diversity to a heartland town 
Near her family farm, Julie Robinson attends the same Baptist church founded by Scandinavian immigrants in the 1870s where her grandmother worshipped in Swedish. 
Two decades ago, the Indian Lake congregation was getting so small that they prayed for the miracle of five new families, she said. What they got was some 60 refugee families from Myanmar and Thailand, who today pack the Sunday afternoon service in their Karen language that follows the English one, one third its size. 
Southeast Asians were the first foreign migrants to diversify Worthington, and the town has grown about 10% each of the past three censuses, to about 14,000 residents, said city administrator Steve Robinson. In Nobles County, of which Worthington is the seat, Latinos nearly tripled from 2000 to 2020, to more than 7,200 of 22,300 residents.
Government offices have hired bilingual employees since the bulk of customer service is in Spanish, Robinson said. The city has beefed up its recreation infrastructure, but struggles to address an acute housing shortage, with the few rental units going for big-city prices. 

    


The economic and cultural changes are etched into the landscape, from the stores and churches to the baseball diamonds turned soccer pitches, where the fierce prairie wind mixes fallen leaves and corn husks. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Latinos and other immigrants have long gone from border states like Texas and California to revitalize Midwest towns like Worthington. They're attracted not only by jobs but the feeling they're safer and more familiar with the leave-doors-unlocked, no-traffic-lights pace of life, said Omar Valerio-Jimenez, a University of Texas at San Antonio history professor. 
"You can't get any more American than this," said Kelly Asche, a senior researcher at Minnesota's Center for Rural Policy and Development. "It's like the 1950s, but also not. ... It doesn't look like it used to be." 

    


Whose home? Integration and belonging among heartland immigrants
Longtime residents' longing for the glazed donuts from shuttered Lang's Bakery matches only the Latino newcomers' enthusiasm for the fresh bread that's now baked in myriad varieties from walnut to jalapeno. 
Over a post-liturgy lunch of pancake-like injera bread, Ethiopian Orthodox Church chairperson Abebe Abetew said their new worship space is where he and fellow East Africans "feel in our own home." 

"Everything we see and smell is like home," he added. At a nearby table, women in white veils called netela said they're glad their children make friends from other ethnic groups in school -- but still prefer to socialize with other Ethiopian and Eritrean mothers. 
Cristina Cabrera, who fled poverty in Central America three years ago, has similar preferences. 
"Here I feel as if I were in my town in Guatemala, they're my countrymen," she said of downtown El Mexicano grocery's clients. "We have all gone through the same." 

    


Like her, husband and wife Denis Miranda and Oralia Garril were pleasantly surprised by how easily they settled in Worthington -- among fellow Guatemalans, many from the same Indigenous highland region, and other Latinos, where they have no need to learn fluent English because of the prevalence of Spanish. 
"We didn't think that there was going to be a community of people who are of our own kind," Miranda said after playing in the Catholic church choir and before starting an evening work shift. 
Churches and the struggles of integration
That's no different from immigrants of Northern and Central European descent who came in the 19th century and also tended to work, play and worship alongside compatriots. 
But today, many migrants aren't sure they'll stay in Worthington. Some are undocumented and their status is precarious. 
That raises uneasy questions about Worthington's social fabric and how to celebrate distinct cultures while overcoming ethnic self-segregation. 
"We need to have conversations without being so incendiary," Asche said. "It's going to be slow and it's going to be tough." 
At St. Mary's Catholic Church, there are separate Spanish- and English-language Masses to honor different worship styles, said the Rev. Tim Biren, who grew up in the area and has been the pastor for a year. 
He has continued outreach to Hispanic immigrants who are the majority of parishioners, while trying to bring back more "Anglo" families, for instance adding a polka band to the parish fall festival. 
First Lutheran Church was founded by Swedish immigrants, including the maids to the Dayton family, who lived up the block and went on to start a department store empire that became Target. For eight years, the church hosted the Ethiopian Orthodox congregation in rooms behind the sanctuary. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Some members chafed at the loud drumming coming through the wall, but most stuck to "their Christian call to welcome," said the Rev. Jeanette McCormick. Some Ethiopian children continue to attend the Lutheran afterschool program, and the congregation has joined several others in helping hundreds of newcomers with everything from meals to furniture to winter clothing. 
"A lot of people come unprepared," McCormick said in the church room where donated boots, snow pants and heavy jackets were neatly organized for pickup. 
From supplies to four-way-stop driving, adaptation in public services
In Worthington High School's restrooms, notices in English and Spanish refer students to counselors who can get them supplies ranging from shampoo to backpacks. 
Newcomers' basic needs exceed material provisions, however. The town has free programs to help with everything from swimming safety - after a drowning in the downtown lake - to completing job applications and school enrollment. 
"Anything that involves systems and institutions," said Sharon Johnson, the school district's community education director. 
A priority is driver's ed, since many immigrants don't know basic driving rules.
A Minnesota law touted by Gov. Tim Walz last year allows undocumented migrants to apply for state driver's licenses. Getting them to do so has been a goal of the community education center, the Catholic church and the police. 
Officers have been trying to build trust among migrants so that common mishaps, from driving offenses to failing to mow lawns to disciplining children, don't snowball into major problems, said Police Chief Troy Appel, who grew up here and has been chief for 10 years. 
"We want people to be comfortable approaching us," Appel said. "It all comes down to awareness from both sides." 
More worrisome is the concern that traffickers are taking advantage of undocumented migrants, especially unaccompanied minors, Appel said. 
Last year, the U.S. Labor Department found that a sanitation service company had employed 22 minors at the Worthington meatpacking plant in hazardous conditions. In 2006, when the plant was owned by a different conglomerate, federal immigration authorities made more than 200 arrests in a raid. 
Over the past 10 years, nearly 800 unaccompanied migrant children were released to sponsors in Nobles County, according to federal data compiled by the Migration Policy Institute. 
One is Emerson Lopez, who was 11 when he came from Guatemala with his teenage sister. Now a high school student, he was practicing soccer at the new fieldhouse on a recent afternoon. 
"I've been getting used to things," Lopez said in Spanish before switching to fluent English. 
Schools and hopes for the future
For all of Worthington's growing pains, school is one place where almost everyone sees hope. 
Before the pandemic, they were bursting at the seams with new students - as many as 1,500 people would crowd into the elementary school, said Superintendent John Landgaard. 
Nevertheless, it took several bond referendums and acrimonious debates over who should shoulder the financial burden before needed upgrades were approved. More than $130 million has been spent on school projects since 2010, Landgaard said. 
Of the roughly 3,300 in-person students, 500 are English learners. In 2024, 82% of them are students of color, compared to 29% in 1999, said Pat Morphew, the district's accountant. 
Many students struggle if they come to the United States as adolescents, and many parents have a hard time engaging because they're working multiple jobs. 
But some children adapt so well that they're back in the school as teachers - like instructor TahSoGhay Collah. She teaches third-grade English learners at the 700-student intermediate school that was built after the referendum. 
"I'm glad to be back in my hometown," said Collah. She came to Worthington when she was 10 and remembers how difficult it was to learn English while continuing to speak her native Karen, which is the third-most spoken of 44 languages in the schools. 
Suzy Brandner has taught in Worthington for 34 years. When she started, there would be one or two non-native English speakers in a classroom. Today her fifth graders think it's no big deal to be sitting next to Angel, Jason, Kajaughney or Ximena. 
"It's just joyful to see them enjoy each other," she said. "I think the word is acceptance." 
Hundreds of students and families packed the high school gym on a recent evening for the combined concert with the middle school choirs. Looking like a United Nations on the prairie, they sang Mexican and Czech folk songs as well as "America the Beautiful." 
"Our kids don't see color, they see people," Landgaard said. 
From the benches, former football player and 2012 graduate Brandon Riemersma-Feit applauded one of his middle-schoolers. He's thrilled that his five children get to experience so much diversity. 
He also hopes that more parents of all ethnicities will engage in community activities. 
"We can be as diverse as you want, but if you're not involved, you're not really included," he said. 
__

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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                    French president Emmanuel Macron waves to Moroccans after delivering a speech in the Parliament, in the capital Rabat, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024 (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)


                

            
        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            SAM METZ

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        RABAT, Morocco (AP) -- A Moroccan economist known for his work defending human rights was detained after criticizing the government in remarks posted on social media during a visit by French President Emmanuel Macron to the North African kingdom.
Prosecutors apprehended Fouad Abdelmoumni in Casablanca on Wednesday and announced he was under investigation on suspicion of disseminating false information and accusing others of crimes on social media, Morocco's state news agency reported. If charged and convicted, he could face up to five years in prison under cybercrime statutes.
"This arbitrary arrest is part of a series of harassments targeting Abdelmoumni, as a measure aimed at retaliating against his bold positions in expressing his opinions and defending human rights," the Moroccan Association in Support of Political Prisoners said in a statement Wednesday. "This arrest represents a further escalation in the authorities' policy of repression against human rights and political activists in the country."

    


Abdelmoumni, a former political prisoner, is the group's coordinator.
While Macron toured Rabat with Moroccan leaders including King Mohammed VI, the activist alleged in a post that Morocco was attempting to "blackmail" France using methods including espionage and withholding cooperation on managing illegal immigration.




Abdelmoumni is yet to be officially arraigned. When he appears in court on Friday, he will likely be charged with crimes related to the post, one of his attorneys, Souad Brahma, said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In Morocco, authorities can hold people under investigation for 48 hours without charging them.
Brahma said Abdelmoumni was arrested for expressing his opinion and called his detention a violation of his right to freedom of expression. She said she was denied a chance to visit him on Thursday despite receiving authorization from the court. Officials have not responded to allegations that the arrest was politically motivated.

    


Macron throughout his visit referred to opening a new chapter in relations between France and Morocco after years of strain.
The causes of friction included the 2021 "Pegasus Affair," in which Amnesty International and the Paris-based nonprofit group Forbidden Stories published a report alleging that Moroccan authorities had used the Israeli software Pegagus to infiltrate the electronic devices of human rights activists including Abdelmoumni and politicians all the way up to Macron.
Morocco strenuously denied the allegations and sued, claiming defamation.
Abdelmoumni, 66, has been prominent in defending human rights since he was imprisoned and tortured alongside other left-wing activists during King Hassan II's era of repression known as the "Years of Lead." He has publicly supported pro-democracy efforts in the country, including during the Arab Spring and Morocco's 2017 "Hirak" movement.
After the investigation into Pegagus software, Abdelmoumni was among the activists profiled in a 2022 Human Rights Watch report on Morocco's targeting of critics.

    


The report said an anonymous person distributed a video of him and his then-partner-now-wife having sex, likely shot from a hidden camera inside his home's air conditioner. In Morocco, non-marital sex is a crime and information about their relationship later appeared in pro-government media as part of an effort that Abdelmoumni said was designed to intimidate him.
This week, he participated in a vigil demanding justice for a Moroccan nationalist who was "disappeared" in France in 1965, and appeared at courthouse where Morocco's ex-human rights minister was facing trial. He was going to a meeting of the Moroccan Association for the Support of Political Prisoners when he was apprehended.
Macron's political party helped push through a 2023 resolution in the European Union's Parliament condemning human rights abuses in Morocco. But the two countries have recently deepened political and economic ties. This week, they announced economic agreements and lucrative contracts on projects ranging from transportation to desalination infrastructure, and Macron reiterated his support for Moroccan sovereignty over the disputed Western Sahara.

During his three-day visit, Macron did not mention human rights in speeches at a business forum, to the country's French community or at the country's parliament.
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                    Iowa Secretary of State Paul Pate speaks during a press conference, Oct. 9, 2024, in Omaha, Neb. (Nikos Frazier/Omaha World-Herald via AP, file)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) -- Four voters and a Hispanic civil rights group sued Iowa's top election official after he directed election workers to challenge the ballots of people who may be naturalized citizens, alleging the state infringed upon their rights in its attempt to keep ineligible noncitizens from illegally voting.
The American Civil Liberties Union of Iowa filed a legal challenge in federal court late Wednesday on behalf of four individuals flagged by Iowa Secretary of State Paul Pate as registered voters who might not be citizens. They are naturalized citizens, according to the complaint.
Pate's office said last week that it provided county auditors with a list of 2,022 people who told the state's Department of Transportation that they are not citizens but subsequently registered to vote or voted. Since those individuals may have become naturalized citizens in the lapsed time, Pate's office told county elections officials to challenge their ballots and have them cast a provisional ballot instead.

    


They would have seven days -- one more than usual because of a federal holiday -- to provide proof of their citizenship status so that their ballot is counted.




According to the complaint, one new voter registered last year, a day after he became a U.S. citizen.
"Yet he was placed on the Secretary's covert list and wrongfully subjected to investigation and an election challenge for following the law and exercising his right to vote," the complaint says.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The ACLU is also representing the League of United Latin American Citizens of Iowa.
It is illegal for non-U.S. citizens to vote in federal elections, but there is no evidence that it is occurring in significant numbers, though Iowa and some other states have identified dozens of such cases.
Before the lawsuit was filed, Pate told reporters at a news conference Wednesday that the DOT list is the "only list that we have available to us" without access to federal immigration records.

    


"We're balancing this process. We want everyone to be able to vote. That's why none of them have been taken off the voter rolls," he said. But "we do owe an obligation to make sure that they are citizens now."
With early voting well underway and just days to go before the Nov. 5 election, the lawsuit asks for the list to be rescinded and voters on it to not be challenged on this basis. It alleges Iowa's election officials are burdening the right to vote and discriminating against naturalized citizens, treating these voters differently from others in violation of their constitutional right to equal protection.
Iowa Attorney General Brenna Bird said in a statement Wednesday, before the ACLU's lawsuit, that the U.S. Department of Justice "called the State in an attempt to pressure Iowa into letting noncitizens vote."
"Every legal vote must count and not be canceled by an illegal vote," she said. "In Iowa, we will defend our election integrity laws and protect the vote."
In an email, a spokesperson for the Justice Department declined to comment.

    


The Associated Press left email messages with Pate and Bird on Thursday seeking comment on the ACLU's lawsuit.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
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Pate tried to differentiate Iowa from other states, like Virginia, where more than 1,600 voters were purged from the voter registration list in the past two months in a program enacted through an Aug. 7 executive order from Republican Gov. Glenn Youngkin.
The Justice Department and a coalition of private groups sued Virginia earlier in October, arguing that state election officials violated federal law's 90-day "quiet period" ahead of elections.
The National Voter Registration Act requires that quiet period so that legitimate voters are not removed from the rolls by bureaucratic errors or last-minute mistakes that cannot be quickly corrected. 
The U.S. Supreme Court's conservative majority said Wednesday that Virginia could continue, overruling a federal judge that said the state's purge was illegal. A federal appeals court had previously allowed the judge's order to remain in effect.


    


In a similar lawsuit in Alabama, a federal judge this month ordered the state to restore eligibility for more than 3,200 voters who had been deemed ineligible noncitizens. Testimony from state officials in that case showed that roughly 2,000 of the 3,251 voters who were made inactive were actually legally registered citizens.
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            People commemorate Iranian-German Jamshid Sharmahd during a protest following his execution in Iran, near the Foreign Ministry in Berlin, Germany, Monday, Oct. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            FILE - Iranian-German national and U.S. resident Jamshid Sharmahd attends his trial at the Revolutionary Court, in Tehran, Iran, Sunday, Feb. 6, 2022. (Koosha Mahshid Falahi/Mizan News Agency via AP, File
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- Germany ordered the closure of all three Iranian Consulates in the country on Thursday in response to the execution of Iranian German prisoner Jamshid Sharmahd, who lived in the United States and was kidnapped in Dubai in 2020 by Iranian security forces.
Sharmahd, 69, was put to death in Iran on Monday on terrorism charges, the Iranian judiciary said. That followed a 2023 trial that Germany, the U.S. and international rights groups dismissed as a sham.
The decision to close the Iranian Consulates in Frankfurt, Hamburg and Munich, announced by Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock, leaves the Islamic Republic with only its embassy in Berlin.
The German Foreign Ministry had already summoned Iran's charge d'affaires on Tuesday to protest against Sharmahd's execution. German Ambassador Markus Potzel also protested to Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi, before being recalled to Berlin for consultations.

    


Sharmahd was one of several Iranian dissidents abroad in recent years either tricked or kidnapped back to Iran as Tehran began lashing out after the collapse of its 2015 nuclear deal with world powers including Germany.




Iran accused Sharmahd, who lived in Glendora, California, of planning a 2008 attack on a mosque that killed 14 people -- including five women and a child -- and wounded over 200 others, as well as plotting other assaults through the little-known Kingdom Assembly of Iran and its Tondar militant wing.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Iran also accused Sharmahd of "disclosing classified information" on missile sites of Iran's paramilitary Revolutionary Guard during a television program in 2017.
His family disputed the allegations and had worked for years to see him freed. 
Iran pushed back against Germany's protests. Araghchi wrote Tuesday on social network X that "a German passport does not provide impunity to anyone, let alone a terrorist criminal."

    


He accused Baerbock of "gaslighting" and wrote that "your government is accomplice in the ongoing Israeli genocide." Germany is a staunch ally of Israel and has sharply criticized Iranian attacks on Israel as tensions spiral over the wars in Gaza and Lebanon.
The closure of consulates, a diplomatic tool Germany seldom uses, signals a major downgrade to diplomatic relations Baerbock said were "already at more than a low point." Last year, Berlin told Russia to close four of the five consulates it then had in Germany after Moscow set a limit for the number of staff at the German Embassy and related bodies in Russia.
Iran's government "knows above all the language of blackmail, threat and violence," Baerbock said Thursday. "The latest comments by the Iranian foreign minister, in which he puts the cold-blooded murder of Jamshid Sharmahd in the context of German support for Israel, also speak for themselves."
"We repeatedly made unmistakably clear to Tehran that the execution of a German citizen would have serious consequences," said Baerbock, adding that the cases of Germans held in Iran were a "central part" of a meeting she held with Araghchi in New York a month ago. 

    


She said Berlin will continue with "tireless work" to get an unspecified number of other Germans released.
On Tuesday, EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell said that "the execution of a European citizen is seriously harming relations between Iran and the European Union."
"In view of this appalling development, the European Union will now consider targeted and significant measures," he said in a statement, without elaborating.
Baerbock noted that the EU imposed a new set of sanctions in mid-October and that she is pushing for Iran's Revolutionary Guard to be put on a list of terror organizations. 
Sharmahd had been in Dubai in 2020, trying to travel to India for a business deal involving his software company. He hoped to get a connecting flight despite the coronavirus pandemic disrupting global travel.
Sharmahd's family received their last message from him on July 28, 2020. It's unclear how the abduction happened, but tracking data showed that Sharmahd's cellphone traveled south from Dubai to the city of Al Ain on July 29, crossing the border into Oman. On July 30, tracking data showed the phone traveled to the Omani port city of Sohar, where the signal stopped.

Two days later, Iran announced it had captured Sharmahd in a "complex operation." The Intelligence Ministry published a photograph of him blindfolded. 
Germany expelled two Iranian diplomats last year over Sharmahd's death sentence. 
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                                        ROME (AP) -- Severe food crises threaten hundreds of thousands of people in vulnerable areas, including the Palestinian territories, Sudan, South Sudan, Haiti, and Mali, where populations face or near famine, says a report by the United Nations' food agencies released on Thursday.
Conflicts, economic instability, and climate shocks -- combined with reduced funding for emergency food and agriculture assistance -- are driving alarming levels of acute food insecurity, the report warned.
"Immediate, scaled-up intervention is needed to prevent further deterioration in these already vulnerable regions," it added.
The UN Food and Agriculture Organization and the World Food Programme said acute food insecurity is projected to worsen across 16 "hunger hotspots" during the next six months in 14 countries and two regions. 
Sudan, South Sudan, Haiti, Mali and the Palestinian territories remain at the "highest concern level," the report said.

    


Chad, Lebanon, Myanmar, Mozambique, Nigeria, the Syrian Arab Republic and Yemen are classified as "hotspots of very high concern," where large numbers of people are facing or are projected to face critical levels of acute food insecurity.




"Conflict and armed violence continue to be the primary drivers of hunger in numerous hotspots, disrupting food systems, displacing populations, and obstructing humanitarian access," the report warned.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FAO and WFP experts believe that the conflict in Sudan is likely to expand, "driving mass displacement, resulting in famine levels likely to persist and the number of people in catastrophic conditions to increase."
That will further aggravate the regional humanitarian crisis, resulting in increased cross-border movements to neighbouring countries, primarily Chad, South Sudan, Egypt, Libya, Ethiopia and the Central African Republic.
The UN agencies also stressed that the ongoing conflict in the Palestinian territories has driven "unprecedented needs, with near-total displacement of the population and an increased risk of regional spillover."

    


The Israeli parliament has recently passed two laws that could prevent the UN agency for Palestinian refugees (UNRWA), a key provider of aid to Gaza, from being able to continue its work.
According to Maxwell Sibhensana, deputy director at FAO office for emergencies and resilience, in Gaza "the restriction in terms of movement for humanitarian actors into the areas where the affected population is, makes it difficult to get the assistance that is required. And without this assistance the risk of famine remains very high."
In Lebanon, the ongoing escalation of conflict is significantly increasing the number of people requiring humanitarian assistance and is severely impacting levels of acute food insecurity, the report added.
Since the last report in May 2024, Kenya, Lesotho, Namibia and the Niger have been added to the hunger hotspots list, partly due to the impact of climate extremes.
Beyond conflict, weather extremes and increased climate variability are exacerbating acute food insecurity in many regions, the report said.

    


La Nina -- a natural climate pattern that influences global weather marked by cooler ocean temperatures in the equatorial Pacific - is expected to persist through March 2025, with a significant impact on rainfall patterns and temperatures.
"While La Nina may enhance agricultural prospects in some areas, it also increases the risk of flooding in parts of Nigeria, Malawi, Mozambique, South Sudan, Zambia and Zimbabwe," the report said.
The UN agencies warned that without "immediate humanitarian efforts and concerted international action" to address severe constraints and advocate for the de-escalation of conflicts, further starvation and loss of life are likely in the Palestinian territories, the Sudan, South Sudan, Haiti and Mali.

"Addressing and preventing famine in these regions will require greater investment in integrated solutions that cut across traditional mandates, targeting the root causes of food insecurity and reducing dependency on emergency aid," they said.
-- Associated Press producer Paolo Santalucia contributed to this report. 
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Singapore has become much more repressive, and corruption in the Asian financial hub has worsened in the decade since the death of former Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew, according to his youngest son who fled to Britain to seek asylum from what he described as a campaign of persecution to silence him.
Lee Hsien Yang, who has been granted political refugee status in the U.K., told The Associated Press that Singaporean authorities have "weaponized" the country's laws against critics and that he is just the most prominent example of a growing number of Singaporeans fleeing abroad to seek protection from their own government. 
Lee cited a tightening of laws on security and rights of assembly and a sharp increase in the number of asylum-seekers from the city-state over the past decade under the rule of his estranged brother, Lee Hsien Loong, who was prime minister until he stepped down earlier this year. 

    


"Singapore has this veneer that purports to be a sort of affluent, democratic, free country. The veneer is quite thin," he said in an interview in London on Monday. "Beneath that there is a repressive nature to that regime and there are people fleeing from it."




The Singapore government reacted strongly Thursday, accusing Lee of turning a "personal vendetta into an international smear campaign against his father, his family and his country."
It said Lee had alleged in his asylum application that he and his family were being persecuted by the Singapore government to prevent his son, Li Shengwu, from becoming prime minister. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"That he would go so far as to allege this -- though his son has repeatedly said he has no such ambition -- shows his campaign against Singapore is not based on principles," it said.
Lee announced last week that he was forced to seek asylum from what he called unfounded criminal proceedings, defamation and surveillance against him and his wife by Singaporean authorities led by his brother.
Human Rights Watch says Singapore silenced dissenting voices in its recent elections and voiced concern over aggressive enforcement of a sweeping "online falsehoods" law that it said allows officials to censor online content. 

    


Accusations of state persecution
The Lee brothers have been at odds since they fell out over the will of their late father. 
Lee Kuan Yew, who died in 2015, was both feared for his authoritarian tactics and admired worldwide for turning the city-state into one of the world's richest nations. He stepped aside from power in 1990 but remained influential behind the scenes for many years afterward. 
A court has found that Lee Hsien Yang and his wife lied under oath and misled his father during the preparation of his will, which they helped write. Lee said his son was prosecuted for criticizing the judiciary in a Facebook post. Lee himself lost a defamation suit last year and was ordered to pay damages to two government ministers whom he indicated were corrupt over their rental of state-owned properties. He said last month he has paid the amount, so that the family home under his name will not be seized.

    


Lee called the actions against him "bogus, abusive and unwarranted," and said the campaign of persecution escalated after he joined Singapore's opposition party in 2020. Lee said he and his wife left hurriedly in June 2022 and decided to apply for political asylum in the U.K. because they believed they needed protection. 
"Many people claim this is a family feud. Well, the actions taken against me were taken by the organs of the state," he said.
"In a tightly controlled country like Singapore, where my brother was the prime minister and holds the levers of power, there's no way these things happen without his knowledge, his consent and his agreement," he added. 

    


Financial scandals with international connections 
Lee further alleged that Singapore's banks and companies have been linked to growing numbers of international money laundering and corruption scandals in recent years. 
Last year Singaporean authorities seized $1.75 billion in assets including gold bars, bottles of alcohol, luxury cars and properties and arrested nine Chinese nationals in a massive money laundering case involving funds raised by illegal means abroad. 
Lee cited other examples including the involvement of Singaporean banks in the Malaysian state development fund 1MDB corruption scandal, and two Singapore government-linked companies operating in Brazil's oil and gas industry that were allegedly implicated in Brazil's sweeping "Operation Car Wash" anti-corruption investigation.
Lee said the cases and growing repression showed that his city has deteriorated -- though he also acknowledged the lack of political freedoms was a holdover from his father's decadeslong leadership, during which the resource-poor former British colony transformed into a prosperous financial hub with low crime and almost zero corruption.
"Singapore has retained legislation and punishments which come from a different day and age," he said. "My father was a product of that day and age, but I think if he were alive today some of those things could well have changed."

    


Human Rights Watch said last year that Singapore carried out the highest number of executions for drug-related offenses in over a decade. 
The Singapore government said all of the examples of alleged corruption cited by Lee have been thoroughly addressed, either through the courts or in Parliament. It said Singapore hasn't wavered in its anti-corruption stance, pointing to the country's high standing in international perceptions of corruption and its recent indictment of a former Cabinet minister on graft charges and robust controls to detect, deter and prosecute financial crimes.
It called Lee "a major beneficiary of the Singapore system" and noted he had freely participated in politics by joining an opposition party during the 2020 elections.
Lee "is not a victim of persecution. He and his wife remain citizens. They are and have always been free to return to Singapore," the government said.
Lee declined comment on whether he saw a role for himself as an opposition leader. But he said he intended to continue to "speak his mind" on Singaporean politics despite his concerns over further attempts to silence him.

"I have no doubt that every time I do so, I risk further attacks from the Singaporean authorities," he said. "I think the day will come when things will change. I hope it will come in my lifetime and that one day I'll be able to return to my home."
___
Associated Press writer Eileen Ng in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/singapore-uk-lee-hsien-yang-asylum-d9ff237aa1aad60a0246a7dfb1a026b4



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Chinese online retailer Temu faces European Union investigation into rogue traders and illegal goods | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Chinese online retailer Temu faces European Union investigation into rogue traders and illegal goods

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


    

    
        
            
                    A page from the Temu website is shown in this photo, in New York, Friday, June 23, 2023. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Chinese online retailer Temu is facing a European Union investigation over suspicions it's failing to prevent the sale of illegal products, the 27-nation bloc's executive arm said on Thursday. 
The European Commission opened its investigation five months after adding Temu to the list of "very large online platforms" needing the strictest level of scrutiny under the bloc's Digital Services Act. It's a wide-ranging rulebook designed to clean up online platforms and keep internet users safe, with the threat of hefty fines. 
Temu started entering Western markets only in the past two years and has grown in popularity by offering cheap goods - from clothing to home products -- that are shipped from sellers in China. The company, owned by Pinduoduo Inc., a popular e-commerce site in China, now has 92 million users in the EU. 
Temu said it "takes its obligations under the DSA seriously, continuously investing to strengthen our compliance system and safeguard consumer interests on our platform."

    


"We will cooperate fully with regulators to support our shared goal of a safe, trusted marketplace for consumers," the company said in a statement. 




European Commission Executive Vice-President Margrethe Vestager said in a press release that Brussels wants to make sure products sold on Temu's platform "meet EU standards and do not harm consumers." 
EU enforcement will "guarantee a level playing field and that every platform, including Temu, fully respects the laws that keep our European market safe and fair for all," she said. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The commission's investigation will look into whether Temu's systems are doing enough to crack down on "rogue traders" selling "non-compliant goods" amid concerns that they are able to swiftly reappear after being suspended. The commission didn't single out specific illegal products that were being sold on the platform. 

    


Regulators are also examining the risks from Temu's "addictive design," including "game-like" reward programs, and what the company is doing to mitigate those risks. 
Also under investigation is Temu's compliance with two other DSA requirements: giving researchers access to data and transparency on recommender systems. Companies must be detail how they recommend content and products, and give users at least one option to see recommendations that are not based on their personal profile and preferences. 
Temu now has the chance to respond to the commission, which can decide to impose a fine or drop the case if the company makes changes or can prove that the suspicions aren't valid. 
Brussels has been cracking down on tech companies since the DSA took effect last year. It has also opened an investigation into another e-commerce platform, AliExpress, as well as social media sites like X  and Tiktok, which bowed to pressure after the commission demanded answers about a new rewards feature. 

Temu has also faced scrutiny in the United States, where a Congressional report last year accused the company of failing to prevent goods made by forced labor from being sold on its platform. 
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            Soraya Burhani poses for a photo, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Buford, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Georgia Rep. Ruwa Romman poses for a photo, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024, in Norcross, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            FILE - A pro-Palestinian supporter protests near the commencement at Morehouse College, May 19, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson, File)
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            Soraya Burhani, right, works with Georgia Rep. Farooq Mughal, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Buford, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


ATLANTA (AP) -- With the death and destruction in Gaza on her mind, Soraya Burhani agonized over how to cast her vote for president.
"For us, Muslims, I see that there's no good choice," she said.
With the U.S. handling of the Israel-Hamas war and conflict in the Middle East looming over the White House race, many American Muslim voters -- most of whom backed President Joe Biden four years ago -- have been wrestling with voting decisions. 
After U.S. support for Israel left many of them feeling outraged and ignored, some seek a rebuff of the Democrats, including by favoring third-party options for president. Others grapple with how to express their anger through the ballot box amid warnings by some against another Donald Trump presidency. 
For voters in swing states like Georgia, which Biden won in 2020 by fewer than 12,000 votes, the weight of such decisions can be amplified.

    


When it comes to voting, "the responses are all over the place and it's not really aligned to one political party as it has in the past," said Shafina Khabani, executive director at Georgia Muslim Voter Project. "Our communities, they're sad; they're mourning; they're grieving; they're angry and they're confused."




Burhani, a Malaysian American, ended up voting for Kamala Harris -- but it was a vote against Trump, rather than in support of the Democratic vice president, she said. "It was very difficult. It was very painful. It was very sad." 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Burhani had become a spokesperson for a recently launched campaign, "No Peace No Peach," that urged withholding votes from Harris unless demands, including halting arms shipments to Israel, were met. The group ultimately encouraged voters to "keep Palestine in mind at the ballot box, and vote with their conscience."
Some others, she said, "can't bring themselves" to vote for Harris and will instead back the Green Party's Jill Stein.

    


They include Latifa Awad, who has relatives in Gaza and said she wants her vote for Stein to send a message: our voices matter. 
"People are like, 'well, if you don't vote for Kamala, then you're voting for Trump," she said. But, she added, "they both support Israel."
Jahanzeb Jabbar said he voted for Trump in 2020 and supports him this year.
"If Trump was in office and this was going on, I would have not voted for him," he said. "Had the Democrats come out with a very strong stance on a ceasefire and stopping military aid to Israel, my vote was ready to be had."
He sees Trump as "the better option" for peace, saying the Republican nominee is a good deal maker. Jabbar rejects warnings by some that things would be worse under Trump, questioning how it can get worse after Israel's military offensive in Gaza has already killed over 43,000 Palestinians, according to Gaza health authorities.
The war was sparked by the Oct. 7, 2023 attack on Israel in which Hamas-led militants killed some 1,200 people and took about 250 hostages.
In 2020, among Muslim voters nationally, about two-thirds supported Biden and about one-third supported Trump, according to AP VoteCast. That Biden support has left many feeling betrayed or even guilty. 

    


"They're seeing these elected officials that they voted for essentially, to them, funding a war that's killing their own family and friends," Khabani said. At the same time, community members warn against another Trump presidency, she said, recalling Trump's ban while in office that affected travelers from several Muslim-majority countries. Biden rescinded the ban.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Elections, explained: We answer your election questions.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Some Muslims, Khabani said, are also concerned about such issues as the maternal mortality rate in Georgia's Black communities, health-care affordability and gun safety.
Many, she said, are unsure if they want to vote. She and others have urged them to not overlook down-ballot races.
Nationally, some religious leaders have backed various sides of the debate.
One letter signed by a group of imams and other leaders urged U.S. Muslims to reject what they said was a "false binary" and to make a statement by voting third party in the presidential election.

    


"We will not taint our hands by voting for or supporting an administration that has brought so much bloodshed upon our brothers and sisters," it said, emphasizing that this was no endorsement of Trump, whom it also criticized.
A different group of imams said that the benefit of backing Harris "far outweighs the harms of the other options."
"Knowingly enabling someone like Donald Trump to return to office, whether by voting directly for him or for a third-party candidate, is both a moral and a strategic failure," that letter stated.
In swing state Michigan, Trump has secured a number of endorsements from Muslims, including two mayors, even as many other leaders r emained negative toward him. 
Harris and Trump have jostled for an edge among Arab and Muslim American voters and Jewish voters, especially in tight races in Michigan and Pennsylvania. U.S. Muslims, who are racially and ethnically diverse, make up a tiny sliver of overall voters, but community activists hope that energizing more of them, especially in key swing states with notable Muslim populations, makes a difference in close races.

    


"If you don't live in a swing state, I envy you," said Georgia State Rep. Ruwa Romman, a Democrat of Palestinian descent. "For those of us in swing states ... it has been a suffocating and crushing responsibility."
Romman's name was among those proposed by "uncommitted" activists pushing for a Palestinian speaker on the Democratic National Convention's stage. Denial of that request dismayed many of those wanting Harris to distinguish herself from Biden's Gaza policy. Some had credited Harris with striking a more empathetic tone toward Palestinian suffering but said she failed to follow that with action.
Romman, had she given a speech, would have called for electing Harris and defeating Trump, while outlining demands, including for a cease-fire. She laments the rejection of the "symbolic gesture" of a speaker as a lost opportunity but says Trump would be "so much worse" for Palestinians. "I'm just frustrated because I'm sitting between two immovable entities, right? -- the Harris campaign and the community," she said. "Sometimes it feels like they're actually moving further away from each other."
She said, "If I believe there's a chance to stop the genocide under Harris but no chance under Trump, don't I have a moral obligation to get to that situation?" 
An attendee at an Arab American convention in Michigan recently told Romman it was "disgusting" that she had been willing to take the DNC stage and offer an endorsement then without a policy shift by the administration.
Nasrina Bargzie, director of Muslim and Arab American outreach for Harris' campaign, said in a statement that throughout her career, Harris "has been steadfast in her support of our country's diverse Muslim community, including ensuring that they can live free from the hateful policies of the Trump administration." She added that Harris "will continue working to bring the war in Gaza to an end in a way where Israel is secure, the hostages are released, the suffering in Gaza ends, and the Palestinian people can realize their right to dignity, security, freedom and self-determination."
Trump campaign senior adviser Brian Hughes said the Harris-Biden administration's "failed foreign policy has brought death, chaos, and war to the Middle East," adding that only Trump "will restore peace and stability in the Middle East for all people and he will protect religious freedom for all Americans, as he did in his first term."
Trump has touted his support for Israel and as president declared Jerusalem as Israel's capital. 
At Georgia's Atlanta Masjid of Al-Islam, where the congregation is primarily African American, mosque-goer Sabir Muhammad said that "as Muslims, of course, we're disheartened by the situation in Gaza and we can't support the government being complicit."
He said he felt he had little choice this election -- Trump is not an option for him -- and would probably vote for Harris, adding, later, that he voted but wanted to keep his choice private. 
 "We're in a quandary," he had said. 
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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                    FILE- Indian army vehicles move in a convoy in the cold desert region of Ladakh, India, Sept. 18, 2022. (AP Photo/Mukhtar Khan, File)
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                                        NEW DELHI (AP) -- India and China have moved most of their frontline troops further from their disputed border in a remote region in the northern Himalayas, India's defense minister said Thursday, some 10 days after the two countries reached a new pact on military patrols that aims to end a four-year standoff that's strained relations.
Rajnath Singh said the "process of disengagement" of Indian and Chinese troops near the Line of Actual Control in Ladakh is "almost complete."
The Line of Actual Control separates Chinese and Indian-held territories from Ladakh in the west to India's eastern state of Arunachal Pradesh, which China claims in its entirety. India and China fought a deadly war over the border in 1962.
Ties between the two countries deteriorated in July 2020 after a military clash killed at least 20 Indian soldiers and four Chinese. That turned into a long-running standoff in the rugged mountainous area, as each side stationed tens of thousands of military personnel backed by artillery, tanks and fighter jets in close confrontation positions.

    


Earlier this month the two neighbors announced a border accord aimed at ending the standoff, followed by a meeting between India's Prime Minister Narendra Modi and China's President Xi Jinping on the sidelines of the recent BRICS summit in Russia, their first bilateral meeting in five years. 




It's not clear how far back the troops were moved, or whether the pact will lead to an overall reduction in the number of soldiers deployed along the border.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Our efforts will be to take the matter beyond disengagement; but for that, we will have to wait a little longer," Singh said.
Chinese Defense Ministry spokesperson Zhang Xiaogang said Thursday that the frontline troops were "making progress in implementing the resolutions in a orderly manner."
The pact called for Indian and Chinese troops to pull back from the last two areas of the border where they were in close positions. After the deadly confrontation in 2020, soldiers were placed in what commanders called "eyeball to eyeball" positions at at least six sites. Most were resolved after previous rounds of military and diplomatic talks as the two nations agreed to the creation of buffer zones.

    


However, disagreements over pulling back from in the Depsang and Demchok areas lasted until the Oct. 21 pact.
"It is a positive move," said Lt. Gen. D.S. Hooda, who from 2014 to 2016 headed Indian military's Northern Command, which controls Kashmir region, including Ladakh. "Given how deep mistrust has been between the two countries and how all confidence building measures collapsed, it is quite a positive beginning," he said.

However, Hooda added, it will take time for both countries to return to their pre-2020 positions. "It does not mean everything is going to as normal as it existed earlier. We have to re-establish traditional patrolling and also the buffer zones need to be sorted out," he said.
The border standoff also damaged business ties between the two nations, as India halted investments from Chinese firms and major projects banned.
___
Associated Press writer Ken Moritsugu in Beijing contributed to this report.
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                                        ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) -- A semiconductor research facility in upstate New York was selected as one of three national technology centers and will receive up to $825 million in funding as part of a broader federal effort to boost the United States' competitiveness in the industry.
U.S. Sen. Chuck Schumer made the announcement Thursday. 
The Albany NanoTech complex was selected by federal officials as the national headquarters for research into a cutting-edge semiconductor technology known as extreme ultraviolet, or EUV, lithography. The lab will have the most advanced chip-making machinery in the world and allow researchers from the semiconductor industry to collaborate with their university counterparts, according to Schumer, the Senate's Democratic majority leader. 
"When you do the high-end research, which will be done here, and you can make the most advanced chips in the world, it makes sure that our military has the edge," Schumer said in a telephone interview. "It makes sure our economy and our companies have the cutting edge, as well," 

    


The National Semiconductor Technology Center Extreme Ultraviolet Accelerator is scheduled to begin operating next year. The contract for it stems from the 2022 CHIPS and Science Act, which was designed to create more high-tech jobs and help the United States compete with international rivals like China. The Biden administration has set a goal for the U.S. to make 20% of the world's advanced chips. 




The Albany lab's selection also advances longstanding efforts by Schumer and other government officials to make upstate New York a global center of semiconductor research and manufacturing. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Gov. Kathy Hochul late last year announced a partnership with the semiconductor industry to fund construction of the EUV Center.

The Biden administration announced in February that the government would provide $1.5 billion to the computer chip company GlobalFoundries to expand its domestic production north of Albany and in Vermont. And in April, the administration announced an agreement to provide $6.1 billion in government support for Micron Technology to produce advanced memory computer chips near Syracuse, New York; and in Boise, Idaho.
"This is going to make upstate New York the center of semiconductor research, not just for America, but for the world," Schumer said. 
The Department of Commerce has not yet announced where the other two national technology centers will be. 
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            It's tough going for Agnes Bulaba, a Congolese refugee in Uganda, who for months had to get by without the food rations she once depended on. Bulaba is among tens of thousands in a western Uganda refugee settlement who are forced to fend for their families after progressive cuts in humanitarian food rations. (AP video/Patrick Onen)
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            Newly arrived refugees walk at a reception center where they will be registered as refugees at Rwamwanja Refugee Settlement in Kamwenge District, Uganda on Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/ Patrick Onen)
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            A cook prepares lunch for refugees at Rwamwanja Refugee Settlement in Kamwenge District, Uganda on Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/ Patrick Onen)
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                                        RWAMWANJA, Uganda (AP) -- For months, Agnes Bulaba, a Congolese refugee in Uganda, has had to get by without the food rations she once depended on. Her children scavenge among local communities for whatever they can find to eat.
"As a woman who's not married, life is hard," Bulaba told The Associated Press. Some locals "keep throwing stones at us, but we just want to feed our kids and buy them some clothes," said the mother of six, who often works as a prostitute to fend for her family. 
Uganda is home to more than 1.7 million refugees, the largest refugee-hosting country in Africa, according to the United Nations refugee agency. Despite being renowned for welcoming those fleeing neighboring violence, Ugandan officials and humanitarians say dwindling international support coupled with high numbers of refugees have put much pressure on host communities.

    


Approximately 10,000 new arrivals enter Uganda each month, according to U.N. figures. Some have recently fled the war in Sudan, but most are from neighboring South Sudan and Congo. 
Bulaba is among tens of thousands in Rwamwanja, a refugee settlement in southwestern Uganda. As in other settlements across the east African country, refugees there are given small plots of land to cultivate as they are slowly weaned off total dependence on humanitarian food rations. 




Since 2021, as funding consistently declined, the U.N.'s World Food Program has prioritized the most vulnerable groups for food assistance, in food items or cash, which can be as little as $3. After spending three months in Uganda, refugees are eligible to get 60% rations, and the number falls by half after six months. Only new arrivals get 100% food assistance, leaving the vast majority of some 99,000 refugees in Bulaba's settlement vulnerable to hunger and other impoverishment.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In 2017, the Ugandan government and the U.N. held a summit in Kampala, the capital, and appealed for $8 billion to deal with the sharp influx of refugees from South Sudan at the time. Only $350 million was pledged.

    


Filippo Grandi, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, visited Uganda last week in a trip partly aimed to underscore the funding shortage. 
The international community "should not take Uganda's generosity and the global public good it provides for granted," Grandi said in a statement at the end of his visit. "Services here are overstretched. Natural resources are limited, and financial support is not keeping pace with the needs."
He also said international support "is urgently needed to sustain Uganda's commitment to refugees," urging donors and humanitarian partners to "come together with the government to address the needs of refugees and the generous communities hosting them."
Refugees in Uganda have access to the same hospitals as locals, and their children can attend school. While this helps integrate them into the Ugandan community, sometimes the competition for limited resources sparks tension. However, violence is rarely reported.
Hillary Onek, the Ugandan government minister in charge of refugees, said during Grandi's visit that local officials need support to help refugees become more self-reliant. Though he said the country was "overloaded" with refugees, he cited several training options to help refugees become self-sufficient, including carpentry, bricklaying and metal welding.

    


"We are trying to be innovative," he said. "Given the fact that funding for refugee programs dwindled over the years, there is not enough money to meet their demands, not even giving them enough food to eat."
Onek said the alternative is "to survive on your own, using your skills, using whatever capacity you have."
But Bulaba, the Congolese refugee who has been in Uganda since 2014 after fleeing violence in her home country with her two children, said she can't find a job. She has since had four other children who often go barefoot and without appropriate clothing. She misses the cash-for-food stipend she used to get. 
"For us to eat, we look for work, but there's no work," she said.

    


___
Associated Press writer Rodney Muhumuza in Kampala, Uganda, contributed to this report. 
___

The Associated Press receives financial support for global health and development coverage in Africa from the Gates Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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                    FILE - Supreme Court Justices, from left, Norma Lucia Pina, Jorge Mario Pardo, Jose Ramon Cossio and Arturo Zaldivar meet at the Supreme Court in Mexico City, Sept. 7, 2016. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte,File)
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                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- Eight justices of Mexico's Supreme Court have said they will leave the court rather than stand for election as required by a controversial judicial overhaul passed last month.
Supreme Court President Norma Pina and seven others submitted letters Tuesday and Wednesday stating they would leave their posts rather than compete in judicial elections scheduled for next June.
The court's three other justices have indicated they will compete in the elections. Previously, the Supreme Court's justices were selected by the Senate.
Last month, Mexico's Congress passed -- and a majority of states ratified -- then-President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador's initiative to make all of the country's judges subject to election.
Lopez Obrador and his allies, including his successor Claudia Sheinbaum, have said the radical change will help rid the judicial system of corruption. However, critics say the courts will become less independent and more subject to political forces.

    


The resignations came before the Congress' lower chamber later Wednesday passed yet another constitutional change that would protect constitutional amendments like the judicial overhaul from legal challenges. The Supreme Court is scheduled to take up such a challenge in the coming the days.




The amendment passed with 343 votes in favor and 129 against. The Senate had previously passed the legislation.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Business sectors in particular had voiced concerns that the change would weaken the rule of law. The Mexican Employers' Association, Coparmex, had said in a statement before the vote that the initiative "puts at risk the fundamental guarantees that have protected citizens for decades."
Lopez Obrador clashed throughout his six-year term with the courts as they repeatedly knocked down some of his initiatives. He railed against judges in his daily morning press briefings and Sheinbaum, his protege, has continued in a similar vein.

Sheinbaum had quipped Tuesday that if the Supreme Court justices didn't resign now before the close of judicial candidate registration in November they could lose their pensions. "It's a lot of money," she said.
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            As House Speaker Mike Johnson travels the country trying to save his House Republican majority, he has linked ever more tightly to Trump.
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            Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., second from left, joined by Rep. Bob Latta, R-Ohio, left, and Ohio state Rep. Derek Merrin, right, takes a selfie to send to Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump as he speaks during a campaign event at the Lucas County Republican Party headquarters in Holland, Ohio, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            An image of former President Ronald Reagan is seen behind Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., during an interview with The Associated Press at the Lucas County Republican Party headquarters in Holland, Ohio, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks during a campaign event at the Lucas County Republican Party headquarters in Holland, Ohio, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Supporters watch as Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks at a campaign event at the Lucas County Republican Party headquarters in Holland, Ohio, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., pauses during an interview with The Associated Press at the Lucas County Republican Party headquarters in Holland, Ohio, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. An image of former President Ronald Reagan is seen behind. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 15 | 
            A bobblehead of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump sits on the desk as Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks during an interview with The Associated Press at the Lucas County Republican Party headquarters in Holland, Ohio, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks during a campaign event at the Lucas County Republican Party headquarters in Holland, Ohio, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., is greeted as he arrives to speak at a campaign event at the Lucas County Republican Party headquarters in Holland, Ohio, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., center, joined by Rep. Bob Latta, R-Ohio, right, and Ohio state Rep. Derek Merrin, speaks during a campaign event at the Lucas County Republican Party headquarters in Holland, Ohio, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks during a campaign event at the Lucas County Republican Party headquarters in Holland, Ohio, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks during a campaign event at the Lucas County Republican Party headquarters in Holland, Ohio, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks during an interview with The Associated Press at the Lucas County Republican Party headquarters in Holland, Ohio, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. An image of former President Ronald Reagan is seen behind. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            A bobblehead of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump sits on the desk as Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks during an interview with The Associated Press at the Lucas County Republican Party headquarters in Holland, Ohio, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            A handmade sign supporting Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump is posted on a message board at the Lucas County Republican Party headquarters in Holland, Ohio, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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                                    As House Speaker Mike Johnson travels the country trying to save his House Republican majority, he has linked ever more tightly to Trump.
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            Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., second from left, joined by Rep. Bob Latta, R-Ohio, left, and Ohio state Rep. Derek Merrin, right, takes a selfie to send to Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump as he speaks during a campaign event at the Lucas County Republican Party headquarters in Holland, Ohio, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 15

                                    
                                    Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., second from left, joined by Rep. Bob Latta, R-Ohio, left, and Ohio state Rep. Derek Merrin, right, takes a selfie to send to Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump as he speaks during a campaign event at the Lucas County Republican Party headquarters in Holland, Ohio, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 15 | 
            An image of former President Ronald Reagan is seen behind Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., during an interview with The Associated Press at the Lucas County Republican Party headquarters in Holland, Ohio, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks during a campaign event at the Lucas County Republican Party headquarters in Holland, Ohio, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Supporters watch as Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks at a campaign event at the Lucas County Republican Party headquarters in Holland, Ohio, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., pauses during an interview with The Associated Press at the Lucas County Republican Party headquarters in Holland, Ohio, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. An image of former President Ronald Reagan is seen behind. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            A bobblehead of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump sits on the desk as Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks during an interview with The Associated Press at the Lucas County Republican Party headquarters in Holland, Ohio, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks during a campaign event at the Lucas County Republican Party headquarters in Holland, Ohio, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., is greeted as he arrives to speak at a campaign event at the Lucas County Republican Party headquarters in Holland, Ohio, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks during a campaign event at the Lucas County Republican Party headquarters in Holland, Ohio, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 15

                                    
                                    Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks during a campaign event at the Lucas County Republican Party headquarters in Holland, Ohio, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 15 | 
            Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks during a campaign event at the Lucas County Republican Party headquarters in Holland, Ohio, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks during an interview with The Associated Press at the Lucas County Republican Party headquarters in Holland, Ohio, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. An image of former President Ronald Reagan is seen behind. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            A bobblehead of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump sits on the desk as Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks during an interview with The Associated Press at the Lucas County Republican Party headquarters in Holland, Ohio, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


HOLLAND, Ohio (AP) -- Wherever House Speaker Mike Johnson goes, Donald Trump, seemingly, is not far away.
At a campaign stop for a House Republican candidate outside of Toledo, Johnson held up his cell phone as he has a dozen times before, and started filming -- "Hey, Mr. President!" The crowd at the county GOP headquarters a couple hundred people deep knew what to do next.
"Is President Trump going to win Ohio?" They roared.
As Johnson travels the country trying to save his House Republican majority, and his own job as speaker, he has linked ever more tightly to Trump, a once uncertain relationship that has become increasingly beneficial to both. 
The speaker is relying on the former president for his own political survival in the chaotic House, but also presenting himself as a partner to Trump, prepared to potentially challenge the election results, and, if Trump retakes the White House, deliver a MAGA agenda in Congress. Trump said over the weekend they have a "little secret" for winning, and Johnson, who backed a legal challenge to the 2020 election Trump lost, did not contradict him.

    


With the presidency and control of Congress at stake, Johnson, who in many ways is an accidental House speaker after taking over after Kevin McCarthy was ejected in a historic far-right revolt, is uniquely positioned to play a central role in both outcomes. 




"We've been working on this assumption all along that we have to make it 'too big to rig,'" -- and that's not just a slogan," Johnson told The Associated Press between campaign stops in Ohio over the weekend.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
If Trump wins, as Johnson expects he will, "this will all be an afterthought."
And if not?
"We'll sort it out. We're going to follow all the way through."
It's a remarkable journey for Johnson, 52, a religious-rights lawyer from Louisiana, first elected alongside Trump in 2016 and now second in the line of succession to the presidency. He celebrated his first year on the job last week, before arriving in the Buckeye State, among 230 cities in 40 states he has visited since seizing the gavel. 

    


To hear Johnson tell it, Trump "is the head coach" and "I'll be the quarterback," and together they are preparing to run the play on an "ambitious" 100-day agenda with Republican senators -- cutting taxes, securing the U.S. border and taking a "blow torch" to federal regulations -- if they sweep the White House and Congress.
While Johnson did not call out Heritage's Project 2025, he did describe a detailed proposal to push the federal agencies out of Washington and restaff the federal workforce, pointing to the America First Policy Institute and other think tanks with their databases of potential new hires.
"We're going to be able to bring the federal government to heel," Johnson said near Akron.
Johnson said he and Trump talk all the time about the plans. 
"He's thinking big about his legacy," Johnson said. "He's thinking big about what we can do."
When health care came up days later in Pennsylvania, the speaker said: "No Obamacare" -- though he clarified later he was not promising to do away with the Affordable Care Act, saying it was "deeply ingrained" in the health care system.

    


Trump loomed large in Johnson's campaign stops, even in his absence.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Elections, explained: We answer your election questions.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


At the Saturday evening event for Republican Derek Merrin who is challenging long-serving Democratic Rep. Marcy Kaptur, Johnson said the district that Trump carried in the last election provides an opportunity as they work to preserve -- or grow -- the GOP's slim majority hold on the House.
Standing under the fluorescent lights inside the Lucas County Republican Party office, Johnson shared a story about how he was telling Trump what a great candidate Merrin would be -- "straight out of central casting," he quipped, breaking into an impersonation of the former president -- to the delight of the crowd.
Calling himself a "wartime speaker" because of the challenges at home and abroad, Johnson presents himself as cheerful and self-effacing, even as he portrays the election in the most stark terms.

    


"Right now we're not in a battle anymore, just between R's versus D's, it's deeper than that. We're in a battle right now between two completely different visions," he said.
"What we're conserving is, first of all, the Judeo Christian foundation of our country," he said to applause.
"Amen!" shouted someone from the crowd.
Asked later about the role his faith plays in governing at a time of rising Christian nationalism, he shrugged off the scrutiny as a sad thing, and said he's no different than the founders envisioned for the country's leaders.
"I think it's comforting to know," he said, that leaders "believe that they answer to a higher power than just our civil institutions, right?" 
The next morning, Sunday, Johnson found himself at a brewery, of all places -- the afternoon tailgate had to be rescheduled so he could make it to New York City on time to speak at Trump's rally at Madison Square Garden.

    


Coffee, rather than brews, was flowing, as he stumped for Republican candidate Kevin Coughlin who is trying to unseat Democratic Rep. Emilia Sykes in the Akron area. Adding to the GOP ranks would give Johnson some relief from a turbulent House with its slim, difficult-to-govern majority.
Johnson, who is not a large man, joked that he used to be four inches taller, but "the job beat me down."

It's likely, but not at all certain, that Johnson will have enough support from his own ranks to keep his job, if House Republicans retain the majority. There are dissenters, especially from the far-right flanks. 
But in the end, Trump may have a final word.
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                    Classes continue underground at Gymnasium No. 6 despite an air alert in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, Sept. 3, 2024. Missiles and bombs strike daily, so the city has begun on a dozen subterranean schools designed to be radiation- and bomb-proof. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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                                        ZAPORIZHZHIA, Ukraine (AP) -- Most of the Russian weapons that hit the Ukrainian city of Zaporizhzhia kill in an instant: the drones, the ballistic missiles, the glide bombs, the artillery shells. But Russian soldiers control another weapon they have never deployed, with the potential to be just as deadly: The nearby Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant.
The NPP, as it's known, once produced more electricity than any other nuclear power plant in Europe. It fell to Russian forces in the first weeks of the full-scale invasion, and Russia has held its six reactors ever since. The plant has come under repeated attacks that both sides blame on the other.
These twin dangers - bombs and radiation - shadow families in Zaporizhzhia. An Associated Press team spent nearly a week in the city to learn about its building binge for its future: an underground school system.
Here's what AP found: 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Cold shutdown
About 50 kilometers (31 miles) away, the Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant has been in in cold shutdown for two years after intense negotiations between the International Atomic Energy Agency and the Russian government. The IAEA has rotated a handful of staff on site ever since. 
There are risks even in cold shutdown, when the reactor is operating but not generating power. The main danger is that its external electrical supply, which comes from Ukrainian-controlled territory under constant Russian bombardment, will be cut off for a longer period than generators can handle.
The nuclear plant needs electricity to keep crucial backups functioning, including water pumps that prevent meltdowns, radiation monitors and other essential safety systems. Russia has repeatedly struck at Ukraine's grid, attacks that have intensified this year. Highlighting the constant danger, electricity to the NPP was cut yet again for three days as emergency workers struggled to put out the fire.
The Zaporizhzhia plant has a safer, more modern design than Chornobyl, known in Russian as Chernobyl, and there's not the same danger of a large-scale meltdown, experts say. But that doesn't reduce the risk to zero.

    


Nearly 4 years out of school
Most of the youngest residents of the city have never seen the inside of a classroom. Schools that had suspended in-person classes during the COVID-19 pandemic nearly four years ago continued online classes after the war started in February 2022.
Construction has begun on a dozen subterranean schools designed to be radiation- and bomb-proof and capable of educating 12,000 students. 
The cost to build a subterranean school system is enormous -- the budget for the underground version of Gymnasium No. 71 alone stands at more than 112 million hryvnias ($2.7 million). International donors are covering most of it, and the national and local governments have made it a priority on par with funding the army.
But most parents say bombs, which strike the city daily, are a far more tangible fear than radiation. 

    


Russian nuclear threats
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy accuses Russia of targeting nuclear plants deliberately. Russian forces seized control of the Chornobyl area in the first days of the invasion, only to be driven back by Ukrainian forces.
Since the start of the war, Russia has repeatedly alluded to its nuclear weapons stockpile without leveling direct threats. In September, Russian President Vladimir Putin said that Russia would consider any attack by a country supported by a nuclear-armed nation to be a joint attack and stressed that Russia could respond with nuclear weapons to any attack that posed a "critical threat to our sovereignty."
Ukrainian officials fear that the Russian attacks on Chornobyl and the Zaporizhzhia nuclear plants may be just a start. During his speech in late September to the U.N. General Assembly, Zelenskyy warned that Russia was preparing strikes on more nuclear plants, which generate a large portion of Ukraine's electricity.
___

The Associated Press receives support for nuclear security coverage from the Carnegie Corporation of New York and Outrider Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
___
Additional AP coverage of the nuclear landscape: https://apnews.com/projects/the-new-nuclear-landscape/
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    The Bidens hosted their final Halloween trick-or-treat event. The first lady came as a giant panda
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            President Joe Biden and his wife, Jill, hosted trick-or-treaters at the White House on Wednesday for the last time. The first lady added an educational theme to the event and named it "Hallo-Read" to help encourage reading.
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            First lady Jill Biden participates in a "Hallo-READ" story-time session by reading the book "10 Spooky Pumpkins" by Gris Grimly to children on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Rod Lamkey, Jr.)
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            President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden, wearing a panda suit, right, host local area students, military-connected children, and neighborhood families for trick-or-treating, ahead of Halloween on Thursday, at the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            President Joe Biden jokingly bites the leg of a baby, as he and first lady Jill Biden host local area students, military-connected children, and neighborhood families for trick-or-treating, ahead of Halloween on Thursday, at the South Lawn of the White House in Washington Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden and his wife, Jill, who dressed as a giant panda, hosted trick-or-treaters on the White House South Lawn on Wednesday for the last time. 
The first lady had participated in the National Zoo's announcement earlier this year that pandas would be returning to Washington. They arrived in the nation's capital in mid-October and Jill Biden donned the panda suit Wednesday as a "welcoming gesture," the White House said. 
Jill Biden added an educational theme to the event and named it "Hallo-Read" to help encourage reading. She has been a teacher for 40 years. Earlier Wednesday, she read a short story about spooky pumpkins to a group of costumed children gathered on the lawn. 
She and the president later ventured outside at sunset and spent about an hour handing out treats. Biden, in a suit and tie, dropped boxes of White House Hershey's Kisses chocolates in the kids' tote bags while the first lady handed out copies of "10 Spooky Pumpkins." 

    


Up to 8,000 people, including students and children tied to the military, were expected to pass through the White House gates during the day.





A large orange moon and a sign that said "Hallow-Read at the White House" decorated the south face of the executive mansion. The decorations also included cardboard representations of Willow, the family cat who is rarely seen in public, and stacks of books. Giant pumpkin decorations flanked the door.
Biden dropped his bid for reelection in July. He leaves office in January. 
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	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    New Hampshire candidates for governor question and criticize each other in final debate | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



New Hampshire candidates for governor question and criticize each other in final debate

    New Hampshire candidates for governor question and criticize each other in final debate

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            FILE -- Republican gubernatorial candidate Kelly Ayotte, who faces Democrat Joyce Craig in the November 2024 election, answers a question during a visit to a local concrete coating business, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Manchester, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa, File)
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            FILE -- Joyce Craig, Democratic candidate for governor, speaks with workers during a visit to the Milan Lumber mill, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Milan, N.H. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty, File)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


Republican Kelly Ayotte's support for former President Donald Trump was a flash point Wednesday in her final debate with Democrat Joyce Craig in the race to become New Hampshire's next governor.
As a U.S. senator in 2016, Ayotte initially said she supported Trump as the GOP nominee for president but wouldn't endorse him. She later withdrew her support and wrote in Mike Pence instead after Trump was caught on videotape making crude comments about grabbing women. Eight years later, her support for Trump this election cycle has been "unwavering," WMUR-TV debate panelist Steve Bottari said.
"As a former prosecutor and a former attorney general, do his criminal convictions just not matter to you?" Bottari asked.
"It's not that," she said. "It's just that this is the choice that we have in this election. And certainly, I think the country was better off just in terms of costs, what we're paying, and safety when he was in office."

    


After Ayotte repeatedly declined to comment on Trump's criminal convictions specifically, Craig jumped in, using her time on her next question to return to the topic.




"Where do you draw the line, Kelly, with Donald Trump? Is it when he sexually assaults women? Is it when he posts about Hitler? Or is it when he tries to overthrow democracy?" said Craig, the former mayor of Manchester. "There is no line with Kelly Ayotte."
Ayotte responded with questions of her own.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Who's going to fight for New Hampshire no matter what? Who's going to even stand up to their party when it's hard?" she said. "I've done it. I was the third most bipartisan senator in the United States Senate. I never hesitated to cross the aisle to do the right thing for New Hampshire."
Ayotte pointed to Craig's frequent campaigning with Massachusetts Gov. Maura Healey as evidence that Craig prioritizes her party and what she characterized as its "higher taxes, less freedom" philosophy.

    


"Why is she spending so much time with the governor of Massachusetts when she wants to represent the people of New Hampshire?" Ayotte said.
Craig described her commitment to New Hampshire by saying she is a fourth-generation resident who joined the governor's race to help New Hampshire families. As for Healey, she said part of being governor is working with other governors throughout New England on important topics, such as energy. But neither was willing to stop there, at one point talking over each other.
"You're never going to stand up because you're a party line person. I've stood up to my party and I'll do it again," Ayotte said, as Craig said, "You support a convicted criminal for president. He's unfit to be president."

Ayotte and Craig are vying to be the third woman elected governor of New Hampshire, filling the seat being left open by Republican Gov. Chris Sununu, who is not seeking a fifth two-year term.
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            Republican senate candidate Matt Corey, right, speaks during a debate with Democratic Sen. Chris Murphy at WTNH's studio, Wednesday, Oct 30, 2024, in New Haven, Conn. (Courtesy WTNH via AP, Pool)
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            Democratic Sen. Chris Murphy speaks during a debate with Republican senate candidate Matt Corey, at WTNH's studio, Wednesday, Oct 30, 2024, in New Haven, Conn. (Courtesy WTNH via AP, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 4 | 
            Republican senate candidate Matt Corey speaks during a debate with Democratic Sen. Chris Murph at WTNH's studio, Wednesday, Oct 30, 2024, in New Haven, Conn. (Courtesy WTNH via AP, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Murphy warns Connecticut abortion law could be at risk while GOP opponent says he's fearmongering

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            Republican senate candidate Matt Corey, right, speaks during a debate with Democratic Sen. Chris Murphy at WTNH's studio, Wednesday, Oct 30, 2024, in New Haven, Conn. (Courtesy WTNH via AP, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 4

                                    
                                    Republican senate candidate Matt Corey, right, speaks during a debate with Democratic Sen. Chris Murphy at WTNH's studio, Wednesday, Oct 30, 2024, in New Haven, Conn. (Courtesy WTNH via AP, Pool)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 4 | 
            Republican senate candidate Matt Corey, right, speaks during a debate with Democratic Sen. Chris Murphy at WTNH's studio, Wednesday, Oct 30, 2024, in New Haven, Conn. (Courtesy WTNH via AP, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 4

                                    
                                    Republican senate candidate Matt Corey, right, speaks during a debate with Democratic Sen. Chris Murphy at WTNH's studio, Wednesday, Oct 30, 2024, in New Haven, Conn. (Courtesy WTNH via AP, Pool)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            Democratic Sen. Chris Murphy speaks during a debate with Republican senate candidate Matt Corey, at WTNH's studio, Wednesday, Oct 30, 2024, in New Haven, Conn. (Courtesy WTNH via AP, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 4

                                    
                                    Democratic Sen. Chris Murphy speaks during a debate with Republican senate candidate Matt Corey, at WTNH's studio, Wednesday, Oct 30, 2024, in New Haven, Conn. (Courtesy WTNH via AP, Pool)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 4 | 
            Republican senate candidate Matt Corey speaks during a debate with Democratic Sen. Chris Murph at WTNH's studio, Wednesday, Oct 30, 2024, in New Haven, Conn. (Courtesy WTNH via AP, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 4

                                    
                                    Republican senate candidate Matt Corey speaks during a debate with Democratic Sen. Chris Murph at WTNH's studio, Wednesday, Oct 30, 2024, in New Haven, Conn. (Courtesy WTNH via AP, Pool)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            SUSAN HAIGH

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
    
    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


While the right to abortion has been codified in Connecticut law since 1990, U.S. Sen. Chris Murphy warned Wednesday night how women in the state could still be at risk if Republicans impose a national ban.
"I know that doesn't seem possible in Connecticut. But if the Republican Party platform is put into law, then no one in Connecticut is safe," the two-term Democrat said during a televised debate.
Even though he is favored to win reelection, Murphy echoed a key talking point Democratic congressional incumbents and challengers in much tighter races across the country have been using to capitalize on the national debate over abortion rights. That prompted Murphy's Republican challenger, small business owner Matt Corey, to accuse Murphy of trying to scare voters. 
"The state of Connecticut's law is what it is," he said, calling it "settled law" and that he stands by the state's laws.

    


 "So Senator Murphy wants to fear-monger in this election because that's what they do in Washington. They send fear through you," said Corey, adding how GOP leaders have said any bill that would enact a national ban on abortion would be vetoed. 




But Murphy insisted that Connecticut law would be at risk if a fetus was considered a person in federal law. 
"If that is indeed the law, that means that every abortion in this country would be illegal, regardless of whether you live in Connecticut, a blue state, or you live in Texas, a red state," he said. "So I don't think I'm fearmongering on this topic. I just think I'm reflecting what the actual Republican Party platform is."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"I want to make sure that Connecticut families and Connecticut women get to make their own health care decisions," he said.
Corey, who challenged Murphy six years ago and lost, then questioned Murphy's true support for women, criticizing him for not opposing efforts to allow transgender athletes to participate in girls' sports. 

    


The Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic Conference currently has a policy of allowing transgender girls to compete in girls high school sports. 
"When are men in this country going to start standing up for women's rights? Why should women suffer?" Corey asked. "You see around the country, women are trying to stand up for what they believe in. Why should we wipe out the achievements, the scholarships, records?"
Murphy said he believes the issue of transgender student athletes should be left up to individual communities and local school boards and not the federal government. He also warned of a "campaign of fear underway in this country" to make people believe they should be scared of others with a different sexual orientation.

"There's an epidemic of suicide and self-harm in this country amongst our gay students and transgender students," Murphy said. "And it often happens because they are made to feel ostracized by the communities in which they live."
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Report says crowd-sourced fact checks on X fail to address flood of US election misinformation
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                    FILE - Workers install lighting on an "X" sign atop the company headquarters, formerly known as Twitter, in downtown San Francisco, July 28, 2023. (AP Photo/Noah Berger, File)
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- X's crowd-sourced fact-checking program, called Community Notes, isn't addressing the flood of U.S. election misinformation on Elon Musk's social media platform, according to a report published Wednesday by a group that tracks online speech. 
The nonprofit Center for Countering Digital Hate analyzed the Community Notes feature and found that accurate notes correcting false and misleading claims about the U.S. elections were not displayed on 209 out of a sample of 283 posts deemed misleading -- or 74%.
Misleading posts that did not display Community Notes even when they were available included false claims that the 2020 presidential election was stolen and that voting systems are unreliable, CCDH said. 
In the cases where Community Notes were displayed, the original misleading posts received 13 times more views than their accompanying notes, the group added.

    


Community Notes lets X users write fact checks on posts after the users are accepted as contributors to the program. The checks are then rated by other users based on their accuracy, sources, how easily they are to understand, and whether they use neutral language. The program was launched in 2021 by the previous leadership of the site -- then known as Twitter -- and was called Birdwatch. Musk renamed it Community Notes after he took over the site in 2022.




Last year, X sued CCDH, blaming the group for the loss of "tens of millions of dollars" in advertising revenue after it documented an increase in hate speech on the site. The lawsuit was dismissed by a federal judge in March. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Keith Coleman, a vice president of product at X who oversees Community Notes, said in a statement that the program "maintains a high bar to make notes effective and maintain trust across perspectives, and thousands of election and politics related notes have cleared that bar in 2024. In the last month alone, hundreds of such notes have been shown on thousands of posts and have been seen tens of millions of times. It is because of their quality that notes are so effective."

    


San Francisco-based X also pointed to external academic research that has shown Community Notes to be trustworthy and effective. 

Imran Ahmed, the CEO of CCDH, however, said the group's research "suggests that X's Community Notes are little more than a Band Aid on a torrent of hate and disinformation that undermines our democracy and further polarizes our communities." 
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            BRELAND and Mickey Guyton discuss artists like Post Malone and Shaboozey entering the country genre, as well as touching upon Beyonce's chances of receiving nominations in the Grammy Awards' country categories. (Oct. 31) (AP Production by Gary Gerard Hamilton)
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            This combination of images shows recording artists, Post Malone, from left, Beyonce, and Shaboozey. (AP Photo)
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            This combination of images shows recording artists, Post Malone, from left, Beyonce, and Shaboozey. (AP Photo)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2

                                    
                                    This combination of images shows recording artists, Post Malone, from left, Beyonce, and Shaboozey. (AP Photo)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            MARIA SHERMAN

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Country music has become a dominant force, bleeding into pop music's mainstream. And artists who might not have been previously associated with the genre -- like Beyonce and Post Malone -- have recently released country albums.
They've been popular, but their prospects at the Grammys remain uncertain.
Beyonce's landmark "Cowboy Carter" recentered Black performers in this music's history and made her the first Black woman to hit No. 1 on Billboard country albums chart.
Shaboozey's "A Bar Song (Tipsy)" is the biggest song of the year, having spent more weeks at No. 1 on the Billboard Hot 100 than any other -- it combines his twang with the familiar sample of J Kwon's 2004 rap hit "Tipsy." 
This summer, he followed Beyonce to became only the second Black artist ever to top Billboard's pop and country singles charts at the same time.

    


And Post Malone made an effortless transition into the world of country, spending time in Nashville, playing at the Grand Ole Opry, and dominating the charts with "I Had Some Help," his collaboration with Morgan Wallen.
For all the success, will these country newcomers be rewarded when the Grammy Award nominations are announced next week? Here's some key things to know.




What are the Grammys' country categories?
There are four main Grammy country music categories: best country album, best country solo performance, best country duo/group performance and best country song. The latter is awarded to the songwriters.
Each category recognizes five nominated works.

    


Who submitted in the country categories?
Beyonce, Shaboozey and Post Malone have been submitted in all four of the major country music categories, including country album of the year for "Cowboy Carter," "Where I've Been, Isn't Where I'm Going," and "F-1 Trillion," respectively. They are not guaranteed nominations, though each has submitted in several other categories that honor pop, R&B and Americana and are also vying for best album, record and song of the year recognition. 
Beyonce's "Texas Hold 'Em" has been submitted in the country song category. "16 Carriages" is up for country solo performance and in the country duo/group performance category, "ll Most Wanted," her duet with Miley Cyrus, has been submitted.
In the case of Shaboozey: "A Bar Song (Tipsy)" is up for the country song and country solo performance categories. "My Fault" with Noah Cyrus is up for country duo/group performance.
And lastly, for Post Malone: "I Had Some Help" with Wallen is up for country song and country duo/group performance. "Yours" is his submission in the country solo performance category.
They will likely be up against some of the 2024 Country Music Association Awards' best country album nominees, which include Luke Combs' "Fathers & Sons," Cody Johnson's "Leather," Kacey Musgraves' "Deeper Well" and Chris Stapleton's "Higher," as well as the other all-stars who've released albums that are eligible for Grammy nomination, Lainey Wilson's "Whirlwind" among them.

    


Is Beyonce likely to score a Grammy nomination in country categories?
Beyonce received no nominations for "Cowboy Carter" for the 2024 CMAs, a decision country star Mickey Guyton called dispiriting -- and one that might reflect the ways in which the Nashville country music industry operates. Could the same happen at the Grammys?
"A lot of times in country music, if you're releasing a country record, you need to -- you don't need to, but it's beneficial to you to -- invest in the community and really show yourself in that audience so the community feels an attachment to you," Guyton said. "Nashville is very, very, very -- it's a club almost, and it's a community. And people ... feel like they need to know you. And so that was definitely a factor. It still doesn't make it not disappointing."
If Beyonce receives a best country album Grammy nomination, she will become the second Black artist to do so -- Guyton was the first, for her 2022 debut, "Remember Her Name."
Country musician BRELAND, who is both a CMA and Grammy voter, points to the differences between both award shows.
"Nashville in general is a community that, when you come to town, you kind of pay your dues. And I feel like that's the way that the system runs. That's how country radio runs," he explained. "You saw Post Malone really ingratiate himself in the ... community here in Nashville, which I think contributed to him getting some of those looks. You know, Shaboozey was nominated (at the CMAs,) but you also saw him playing CMA fest and playing a bunch of these country festivals."

    


In Beyonce's case, "Her not being here (in Nashville) probably didn't help her case for getting nominated," he continued. "She's done a really great job in helping to change the narrative in country music, and I would be surprised if she wasn't acknowledged in some respect at the Grammys. ... Grammy voting members are probably going to be a little bit more receptive to that, than people would be on the CMA side."
Maura Johnston, a freelance music writer and Boston College adjunct instructor, said Beyonce "often is a victim of tall poppy syndrome where she's so good, she's so great and so, like, on another level from everybody," the gut reaction is to "honor something else." Race is a consideration, too, where Black performers are rarely recognized in country categories. 

    


"She should get nominated because it is such an artistic achievement. You know, it is such a way for people to get a very crash course in the history of Americana," she continues. "But I also know how country feels about outsiders." 
On the flip side, Johnston argued that Grammy voters may attempt to course-correct the decision made by the CMAs, and ensure she receives nominations. "It would be a nice tip of the cap and a nice realization that, yeah, the music business is pretty big, and we have to get rid of the parochialism that can dominate," she said.
What are Post Malone's Grammy prospects in country categories?
"Just judging by country radio's reaction to him, I think he might have the best shot of the three," said Johnston.
"Radio, it's such a crucial gatekeeper in the country music industry," and Malone is playing the game, she says. "The album ... has so many cameos from, like, everybody in country music," she added. "The possibility of him getting nominated just by the people he collaborated with is very high."
Those include Hank Williams Jr, Tim McGraw, Dolly Parton, Combs and Wilson. "I think he has a better shot at receiving a nomination for country album of the year."
Johnston said she believes that were the inclusion of "I Had Some Help," which features Morgan Wallen could be a hindrance at the Grammys, where past behaviors -- such as throwing a chair off a Nashville rooftop near two police officers and using a racial slur in a 2021 video -- mean "he is still a bit radioactive."
Despite having some of the biggest songs and albums of the last few years, Wallen has never been nominated for a Grammy. (At February's show, his single "Last Night" was nominated in the best country song category, but did not win. Wallen wouldn't have received a trophy anyway -- it is given to the songwriters only.)
Overall, she sees Malone as a lock from some nomination -- particularly those that don't include Wallen.
What are Shaboozey's Grammy chances?

As great as Shaboozey's album is, it's much more likely that the country star will be recognized for his massive hit, "A Bar Song (Tipsy.)"
"It kind of builds on the premise of 'Old Town Road,'" says Johnston, pointing to Lil Nas X's game changing single.
"A Bar Song (Tipsy)" hit No. 1 on both the country and all-genre charts, she points out. "It's a cross-genre moment, and just a good song. It's also classically country."

Shaboozey "was the first male Black artist to chart at No. 1 on country songs and country airplay," she Johnston said, "So I think that's a good sign that, you know, radio embraced him."
Perhaps the Grammys will do the same.
___
Gary Gerard Hamilton contributed to this report.
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            A page from writer/director Quentin Tarantino's handwritten script draft for his 1994 film "Pulp Fiction" is pictured on Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024, at the Pickford Center for Motion Picture Study in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            Animators' maquettes from the 1940 film "Pinocchio" are pictured on Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024, at the Pickford Center for Motion Picture Study in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            Original drawings and storyboards for director Paul Verhoeven's 1997 film "Starship Troopers" are pictured on Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024, at the Pickford Center for Motion Picture Study in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            A makeup chart for actor Emma Stone in the 2014 film "The Amazing Spider-man 2" is pictured on Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024, at the Pickford Center for Motion Picture Study in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            A storyboard for the 1991 film "The Silence of the Lambs" drawn by Kalina Ivanov is pictured on Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024, at the Pickford Center for Motion Picture Study in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            Character reference maquettes from the 1989 film "Ghostbusters II" are pictured on Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024, at the Pickford Center for Motion Picture Study in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            A collection of hair pins and combs from the 1993 film "The Age of Innocence" is pictured on Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024, at the Pickford Center for Motion Picture Study in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            Costume designer Marlene Stewart's character collages for the 1995 film "To Wong Foo, Thanks for Everything, Julie Newmar" are pictured on Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024, at the Pickford Center for Motion Picture Study in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            A carved mermaid figurine from the 2019 film "The Lighthouse" is pictured on Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024, at the Pickford Center for Motion Picture Study in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            Original drawings and storyboards for director Paul Verhoeven's 1997 film "Starship Troopers" are pictured on Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024, at the Pickford Center for Motion Picture Study in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            A makeup chart for actor Emma Stone in the 2014 film "The Amazing Spider-man 2" is pictured on Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024, at the Pickford Center for Motion Picture Study in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            A storyboard for the 1991 film "The Silence of the Lambs" drawn by Kalina Ivanov is pictured on Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024, at the Pickford Center for Motion Picture Study in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            Character reference maquettes from the 1989 film "Ghostbusters II" are pictured on Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024, at the Pickford Center for Motion Picture Study in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            A collection of hair pins and combs from the 1993 film "The Age of Innocence" is pictured on Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024, at the Pickford Center for Motion Picture Study in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            Costume designer Marlene Stewart's character collages for the 1995 film "To Wong Foo, Thanks for Everything, Julie Newmar" are pictured on Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024, at the Pickford Center for Motion Picture Study in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            A carved mermaid figurine from the 2019 film "The Lighthouse" is pictured on Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024, at the Pickford Center for Motion Picture Study in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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                                        No one knew what Quentin Tarantino had in the duffle bag.
He and many other A-listers were gathered recently at the Academy Museum in Los Angeles for its glitzy annual fundraising gala. Tarantino was among the honorees. And as he approached the podium to make his speech, the bag did not go unnoticed. At the very least, it was unusual.
Then he opened it up and presented its contents: It was his original handwritten script for "Pulp Fiction," with mistakes, misspellings and all. He was giving it to the museum.
"The script is legendary," said Matt Severson, the executive vice president of academy collection and preservation. "No one was expecting it. This was not a coordinated effort on the part of the academy. This is Quentin thinking what can he do to make his stamp on the museum?"
It's one of many high-profile acquisitions to the Academy's vast film memorabilia collection that the organization announced Thursday, including original "Ponyo" art by Hayao Miyazaki, glasses worn by Mink Stole in "Pink Flamingos," Kurt Russell's Snake Plissken costume from "John Carpenter's Escape from L.A.," animator maquettes of Figaro and Geppetto from Disney's "Pinocchio" and six storyboards from "The Silence of the Lambs."

    


The organization has also acquired personal collections of filmmakers Paul Verhoeven, Barbara Kopple, Nicole Holofcener, Oliver Stone and Curtis Hanson, as well as 70mm prints of Christopher Nolan's best-picture winner"Oppenheimer," and David Lean's "Lawrence of Arabia" and "Ryan's Daughter."




"We want items from the history of cinema that relate to all ages and levels of interest," Severson said. "We are preserving this global film history. And it's something that the academy has been doing since its founding in 1927."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Some are coming directly from the stars themselves: Jamie Lee Curtis gifted her tearaway dress from "True Lies," Bette Midler gave two of her ensembles from "The Rose" and Lou Diamond Phillips contributed the guitar he used as Ritchie Valens in "La Bamba." Others are through estates and private collectors. Just last year Steven Spielberg donated his collection of original, hand-drawn nitrate animation cells from "Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs."

    


Studio Ghibli, which doesn't work with any other American museum, donated more than 80 pieces of original animation art by Miyazaki and Noboru Yoshida, as well as the studio's Japanese movie posters and an animators desk used at the studio.
"To have original artwork from Miyazaki? It takes your breath away," Severson said.
The Academy Collection consists of more than 52 million items -- the largest in the world -- spanning the history of cinema. Not everything is on display, but components of the Academy's collection can be accessed several ways: The museum itself, the Margaret Herrick Library, the Academy Film Archive and online.
At the gala, Severson heard from the likes of Nicole Kidman, Demi Moore, Jeff Goldblum and Tarantino how passionate they are about the work the museum is doing. He was quick to point out that it all starts with the staff working to preserve and present all the items in the best way possible. That includes the film preservation team and the paper conservators who aren't just binding books but restoring photographs and posters damaged over time, as well as the team who spent an enormous amount of time bringing the belt from the 1982 film "Tron," which had partially dissolved, back to life.


    


"You may not be aware of the painstaking labor that goes into preserving those objects," Severson said. "It is important to pass this knowledge on to new generations of creatives and young filmmakers and artists to understand the history of the art form.
"This museum does become a platform that showcases our dynamic history and not just the history of Hollywood, but the global film industry."
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            FILE - Bill Burr, a cast member in "Unfrosted," poses at the premiere of the Netflix film at the Egyptian Theatre, April 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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            FILE - Charli XCX attends The Metropolitan Museum of Art's Costume Institute benefit gala celebrating the opening of the "Sleeping Beauties: Reawakening Fashion" exhibition, May 6, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Comedian-actor Bill Burr will host the first post-election "Saturday Night Live" with musical guest guitarist, producer and vocalist Mk.gee. Charli XCX is also coming up.
Burr, on tour with his "Bill Burr Live" show and who will join Kieran Culkin and Bob Odenkirk on Broadway this spring on a revival of "Glengarry Glen Ross," makes his second appearance as host on Nov. 9. 

Charli XCX will do double duty on Nov. 16 in her first appearance as "SNL" host and third appearance as musical guest. She's fresh off the hit album "Brat" and two connected albums. 
Mk.gee will perform as a musical guest for the first time. He is currently on a world tour prompting his debut album, "Two Star & The Dream Police."
"SNL" returns Nov. 2 with already announced host John Mulaney and musical guest Chappell Roan.
The 50th season has featured Maya Rudolph as Kamala Harris, James Austin Johnson as Donald Trump and Jim Gaffigan as Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz.
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            With her annual Halloween party nearly upon us, The Associated Press takes a look at some of supermodel Heidi Klum's most spectacular outfits - from 2022's rain worm to 2015's Jessica Rabbit. (Oct. 30)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as a werewolf from Michael Jackson's "Thriller" video, attends her 18th Annual Halloween Party at Moxy Times Square on Tuesday, Oct. 31, 2017, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as a werewolf, performs a dance from Michael Jackson's "Thriller" video her 18th Annual Halloween Party at Moxy Times Square on Tuesday, Oct. 31, 2017, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as Cleopatra, attends her Haunted Holiday Party benefiting Superstorm Sandy relief efforts, on Saturday, Dec. 1, 2012 in New York (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum shows off her jewel-encrusted face and Cleopatra costume during her Haunted Holiday Party benefiting Superstorm Sandy relief efforts, on Saturday, Dec. 1, 2012 in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as a worm, attends her 21st annual Halloween party on Oct. 31, 2022, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as a worm, attends her 21st annual Halloween party on Oct. 31, 2022, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, third from left, poses with "Heidi Clones" at her 17th Annual Halloween Party at Vandal on Monday, Oct. 31, 2016, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as an elderly woman, attends her 14th annual Halloween party on Thursday, Oct. 31, 2013, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, left, dressed as an alien, and Tom Kaulitz attend Klum's Halloween party at Cathedrale on Thursday, Oct. 31, 2019, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, center, in blue, arrives at her 22nd annual Halloween party at Marquee on Tuesday, Oct. 31, 2023, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, right, dressed as Princess Fiona and Tom Kaulitz dressed as Shrek arrive at Klum's 19th annual Halloween party at Lavo New York on Wednesday, Oct. 31, 2018, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as Jessica Rabbit, attends her 16th annual Halloween party, at Lavo on Saturday, Oct. 31, 2015, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as Kali, the Hindu goddess of death and time, attends her annual Halloween party at 1Oak on Friday, Oct. 31, 2008 in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Agostini, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as Kali, the Hindu goddess of death and time, attends her annual Halloween party at 1Oak on Friday, Oct. 31, 2008 in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Agostini, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed in an eight-foot-tall "Transformer" costume, arrives to her Halloween Party in New York, Sunday, Oct. 31, 2010. (AP Photo/Charles Sykes, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed in an eight-foot-tall "Transformer" costume, arrives at her Halloween Party in New York, Sunday, Oct. 31, 2010. (AP Photo/Charles Sykes, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as a butterfly, arrives at her 15th Annual Halloween Party at TAO Downtown on Friday, Oct. 31, 2014, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as the forbidden fruit, arrives at her 7th Annual Halloween Party held at SBE's Privilege nightclub in Los Angeles on Tuesday, October 31, 2006. (AP Photo/Chris Polk, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as a cat, poses on the press line at "Heidi's Halloween Party" in Los Angeles on Wednesday, Oct. 31, 2007. (AP Photo/Dan Steinberg, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as a crow, arrives at her 10th annual Halloween party in West Hollywood, Calif. on Saturday, Oct. 31 , 2009. (AP Photo/Dan Steinberg, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as a werewolf from Michael Jackson's "Thriller" video, attends her 18th Annual Halloween Party at Moxy Times Square on Tuesday, Oct. 31, 2017, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as a werewolf, performs a dance from Michael Jackson's "Thriller" video her 18th Annual Halloween Party at Moxy Times Square on Tuesday, Oct. 31, 2017, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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                                    FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as a werewolf, performs a dance from Michael Jackson's "Thriller" video her 18th Annual Halloween Party at Moxy Times Square on Tuesday, Oct. 31, 2017, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as Cleopatra, attends her Haunted Holiday Party benefiting Superstorm Sandy relief efforts, on Saturday, Dec. 1, 2012 in New York (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)
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                                    FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as Cleopatra, attends her Haunted Holiday Party benefiting Superstorm Sandy relief efforts, on Saturday, Dec. 1, 2012 in New York (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum shows off her jewel-encrusted face and Cleopatra costume during her Haunted Holiday Party benefiting Superstorm Sandy relief efforts, on Saturday, Dec. 1, 2012 in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)
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                                    FILE - Heidi Klum shows off her jewel-encrusted face and Cleopatra costume during her Haunted Holiday Party benefiting Superstorm Sandy relief efforts, on Saturday, Dec. 1, 2012 in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as a worm, attends her 21st annual Halloween party on Oct. 31, 2022, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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                                    FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as a worm, attends her 21st annual Halloween party on Oct. 31, 2022, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as a worm, attends her 21st annual Halloween party on Oct. 31, 2022, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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                                    FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as a worm, attends her 21st annual Halloween party on Oct. 31, 2022, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, third from left, poses with "Heidi Clones" at her 17th Annual Halloween Party at Vandal on Monday, Oct. 31, 2016, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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                                    FILE - Heidi Klum, third from left, poses with "Heidi Clones" at her 17th Annual Halloween Party at Vandal on Monday, Oct. 31, 2016, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as an elderly woman, attends her 14th annual Halloween party on Thursday, Oct. 31, 2013, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)
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                                    FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as an elderly woman, attends her 14th annual Halloween party on Thursday, Oct. 31, 2013, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, left, dressed as an alien, and Tom Kaulitz attend Klum's Halloween party at Cathedrale on Thursday, Oct. 31, 2019, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)
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                                    FILE - Heidi Klum, left, dressed as an alien, and Tom Kaulitz attend Klum's Halloween party at Cathedrale on Thursday, Oct. 31, 2019, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, center, in blue, arrives at her 22nd annual Halloween party at Marquee on Tuesday, Oct. 31, 2023, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP)
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                                    FILE - Heidi Klum, center, in blue, arrives at her 22nd annual Halloween party at Marquee on Tuesday, Oct. 31, 2023, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, right, dressed as Princess Fiona and Tom Kaulitz dressed as Shrek arrive at Klum's 19th annual Halloween party at Lavo New York on Wednesday, Oct. 31, 2018, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as Jessica Rabbit, attends her 16th annual Halloween party, at Lavo on Saturday, Oct. 31, 2015, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)
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                                    FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as Jessica Rabbit, attends her 16th annual Halloween party, at Lavo on Saturday, Oct. 31, 2015, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as Kali, the Hindu goddess of death and time, attends her annual Halloween party at 1Oak on Friday, Oct. 31, 2008 in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Agostini, File)
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                                    FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as Kali, the Hindu goddess of death and time, attends her annual Halloween party at 1Oak on Friday, Oct. 31, 2008 in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Agostini, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as Kali, the Hindu goddess of death and time, attends her annual Halloween party at 1Oak on Friday, Oct. 31, 2008 in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Agostini, File)
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                                    FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as Kali, the Hindu goddess of death and time, attends her annual Halloween party at 1Oak on Friday, Oct. 31, 2008 in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Agostini, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed in an eight-foot-tall "Transformer" costume, arrives to her Halloween Party in New York, Sunday, Oct. 31, 2010. (AP Photo/Charles Sykes, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    16 of 21

                                    
                                    FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed in an eight-foot-tall "Transformer" costume, arrives to her Halloween Party in New York, Sunday, Oct. 31, 2010. (AP Photo/Charles Sykes, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed in an eight-foot-tall "Transformer" costume, arrives at her Halloween Party in New York, Sunday, Oct. 31, 2010. (AP Photo/Charles Sykes, File)
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                                    FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed in an eight-foot-tall "Transformer" costume, arrives at her Halloween Party in New York, Sunday, Oct. 31, 2010. (AP Photo/Charles Sykes, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as a butterfly, arrives at her 15th Annual Halloween Party at TAO Downtown on Friday, Oct. 31, 2014, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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                                    FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as a butterfly, arrives at her 15th Annual Halloween Party at TAO Downtown on Friday, Oct. 31, 2014, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as the forbidden fruit, arrives at her 7th Annual Halloween Party held at SBE's Privilege nightclub in Los Angeles on Tuesday, October 31, 2006. (AP Photo/Chris Polk, File)
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                                    FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as the forbidden fruit, arrives at her 7th Annual Halloween Party held at SBE's Privilege nightclub in Los Angeles on Tuesday, October 31, 2006. (AP Photo/Chris Polk, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as a cat, poses on the press line at "Heidi's Halloween Party" in Los Angeles on Wednesday, Oct. 31, 2007. (AP Photo/Dan Steinberg, File)
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                                    FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as a cat, poses on the press line at "Heidi's Halloween Party" in Los Angeles on Wednesday, Oct. 31, 2007. (AP Photo/Dan Steinberg, File)
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            FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as a crow, arrives at her 10th annual Halloween party in West Hollywood, Calif. on Saturday, Oct. 31 , 2009. (AP Photo/Dan Steinberg, File)
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                                    FILE - Heidi Klum, dressed as a crow, arrives at her 10th annual Halloween party in West Hollywood, Calif. on Saturday, Oct. 31 , 2009. (AP Photo/Dan Steinberg, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Halloween has plenty of traditions, from candy to jack-o'-lanterns -- and the annual spectacle of Heidi Klum's costume.
The supermodel-turned-TV personality is fond of surprising her guests with her elaborate costumes, like in 2022, when she arrived at the event on the end of a fishing line, encased in a slithering worm costume.
"I just wanted to be something random," she explained while lying on the floor for maximum worm-like effect. "I don't think I've ever seen anyone being a rain worm before."
Last year, she enlisted the help of several Cirque du Soleil performers as the tail feathers to her peacock costume.
"A lot of planning goes into it, you know," Klum said through her peacock beak, with husband Tom Kaulitz next to her, dressed as an egg. "Because first, you have to have an idea."
At her 2008 party she dressed as Kali, the Hindu goddess of death and destruction -- complete with multiple arms, dangling heads and a deep coat of blue body paint. 

    


Klum told The Associated Press she would immediately be planning her look for the following year. "After tonight I'll be thinking about what I'll do next year. It's always got to be different. Completely different," she said.


Other notable Klum costumes over the years have included a giant Transformer, a clone (complete with several Klum-lookalikes) an elderly version of herself, and an alien experiment gone awry.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The star has also transformed into a terrifying butterfly, an ape, a cat, a crow -- and cartoon characters including Jessica Rabbit and Fiona from "Shrek."
Her tip to those still trying to decide what to wear this Halloween? Leave the store-bought masks at home.

"I personally don't like it when people hide behind those full masks. I prefer when people get a little bit creative and they play with their face, when they put a lot of makeup on," she told the AP in 2007. "I always love that the most on me, I really go scary on the face."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/heidi-klum-halloween-costume-through-years-a1287d08998804eccec5bfb899e5d0eb
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    For 'A Real Pain,' Jesse Eisenberg learned to embrace the chaos of Kieran Culkin. Magic ensued
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            Kieran Culkin, left, and Jesse Eisenberg pose for a portrait to promote the film "A Real Pain" on Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Taylor Jewell/Invision/AP)
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            Kieran Culkin poses for a portrait to promote the film "A Real Pain" on Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Taylor Jewell/Invision/AP)
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            Jesse Eisenberg poses for a portrait to promote the film "A Real Pain" on Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Taylor Jewell/Invision/AP)
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            Kieran Culkin, left, and Jesse Eisenberg pose for a portrait to promote the film "A Real Pain" on Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Taylor Jewell/Invision/AP)
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            Jesse Eisenberg poses for a portrait to promote the film "A Real Pain" on Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Taylor Jewell/Invision/AP)
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            Kieran Culkin, left, and Jesse Eisenberg pose for a portrait to promote the film "A Real Pain" on Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Taylor Jewell/Invision/AP)
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            Kieran Culkin poses for a portrait to promote the film "A Real Pain" on Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Taylor Jewell/Invision/AP)
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            This image released by Searchlight Pictures shows Kieran Culkin, right, and Jesse Eisenberg on the set of "A Real Pain." (Searchlight Pictures via AP)
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            This image released by Searchlight Pictures shows Kieran Culkin, right, and Jesse Eisenberg in a scene from "A Real Pain." (Searchlight Pictures via AP)
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            This image released by Searchlight Pictures shows Kieran Culkin, left, and Jesse Eisenberg in a scene from "A Real Pain." (Searchlight Pictures via AP)
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            This image released by Searchlight Pictures shows Kieran Culkin, left, and Jesse Eisenberg in a scene from "A Real Pain." (Searchlight Pictures via AP)
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            Kieran Culkin, left, and director Jesse Eisenberg pose for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'A Real Pain' during the London Film Festival on Sunday, Oct. 13, 2024, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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            Kieran Culkin, left, and director Jesse Eisenberg pose for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'A Real Pain' during the London Film Festival on Sunday, Oct. 13, 2024, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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            Jesse Eisenberg attends the premiere of "A Real Pain" at The Museum of Modern Art on Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024, in New York. (Photo by CJ Rivera/Invision/AP)
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            Jesse Eisenberg attends the premiere of "A Real Pain" at The Museum of Modern Art on Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024, in New York. (Photo by CJ Rivera/Invision/AP)
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        For 'A Real Pain,' Jesse Eisenberg learned to embrace the chaos of Kieran Culkin. Magic ensued
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            Kieran Culkin, left, and Jesse Eisenberg pose for a portrait to promote the film "A Real Pain" on Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Taylor Jewell/Invision/AP)
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            This image released by Searchlight Pictures shows Kieran Culkin, right, and Jesse Eisenberg on the set of "A Real Pain." (Searchlight Pictures via AP)
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            This image released by Searchlight Pictures shows Kieran Culkin, right, and Jesse Eisenberg in a scene from "A Real Pain." (Searchlight Pictures via AP)
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            This image released by Searchlight Pictures shows Kieran Culkin, left, and Jesse Eisenberg in a scene from "A Real Pain." (Searchlight Pictures via AP)
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            Kieran Culkin, left, and director Jesse Eisenberg pose for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'A Real Pain' during the London Film Festival on Sunday, Oct. 13, 2024, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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            Kieran Culkin poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'A Real Pain' during the London Film Festival on Sunday, Oct. 13, 2024, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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            Jesse Eisenberg attends the premiere of "A Real Pain" at The Museum of Modern Art on Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024, in New York. (Photo by CJ Rivera/Invision/AP)
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                                        Jesse Eisenberg did not know Kieran Culkin was about to drop out of his movie.
It was just a few weeks before shooting was about to begin on "A Real Pain," and Eisenberg and much of the crew were already in Poland preparing. The film, which opens in theaters Friday, is deeply personal for Eisenberg, who at age 17 started connecting more with his own Polish heritage through his aunt.
The story, rattling in his mind for almost two decades, follows two cousins on a Holocaust tour after the death of their grandmother. It's about modern pain and historical trauma -- serious themes handled with the light, humorous touch of an odd-couple road trip film. One of them, David, is a little uptight, a little neurotic. The other, Benji, is a little more chaotic. You can guess which one Culkin had agreed to play.
"I connected with the character right away," Culkin said. "I knew I wanted to do it. Like, creatively, I wanted to be a part of this thing."

    


But the final season of "Succession," in which he played the youngest Roy, Roman, stretched on longer than anticipated. Suddenly the time with his family he'd been counting on was disappearing under the crush of professional obligations and he wanted out. Word of this development came directly to Fruit Tree, the production company run by Emma Stone, Dave McCary and Ali Herting, who decided to keep it to themselves for a beat.




"We totally understood but we were also panicked," said Herting. "He was meant to fly the next week and start shooting the next day. There wasn't time to recast. The only ace we had up our sleeves was the fact that Emma had this very close relationship with him."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Culkin described Stone's phone call as a "reverse psychology thing." Stone, wearing her actor, friend and producer hats, was understanding, honest and direct about the fact that his reasoning made perfect sense and also that the whole thing was going to fall apart without him. But that that wasn't his problem, she said. She'd deal with it.

    


"She let me off the hook completely," Culkin said. "And I think it was the moment I got off the phone that I was like 'oh (expletive), I'm doing this movie.'"
It wasn't the first or the last time that the fate of "A Real Pain" would hang in the balance. It was a struggle to even secure financing, until Topic Studios came along.
"We were desperate to be part of it," said Ryan Heller, Topic's vice president of film and documentary. "It had this clear arc for audiences and a huge opportunity to surprise with how deep and layered and complex and personal it was. That combination? It's a rare thing."
There were also the logistical complications of shooting in Poland, which would involve being the first production to film at the former concentration camp Majdanek, outside of Lublin, and the fact that Culkin was a bit of a live wire on set. The first week was particularly stressful, as everyone found their rhythm working together.
"Jesse and our director of photography ( Michal Dymek ) had had been meticulously shot listing because they were also so worried about the schedule and they wanted everything to be very precise," Herting said. "And Kieran didn't love it."

    


He also found it hard to adjust to taking directorial notes from his scene partner. The result was tension. It was friendly, but palpable.
"It kind of fit with the movie though," Herting said. "Like in the film too, they both soften and kind of started to meet in the middle. And then by the time we're deeper into the story, they've really come together and there's a sweetness and a bond. There's a lot of mutual respect."
Eisenberg learned to throw out his playbook and embrace the improvisation. Culkin started to appreciate that his director's asks were part of a cohesive vision and not arbitrary. The result is something more alive and fun than Eisenberg could have ever planned for. They knew it was special, but now they'd face their next test: Audiences.
The Sundance Film Festival had always been the goal for "A Real Pain," and they were rushing to finish the cut just days before it began. But they didn't know what would happen there: If anyone would like it or buy it. Eisenberg's first film, "When You Finish Saving the World," had a more muted debut in part because the festival was virtual that year.

    


But with "A Real Pain," they needn't have worried. It was celebrated by audiences and critics and had distributors lining up to chat with Eisenberg moments after its premiere. The sale turned into one of those famous all-night sessions that are rarer and rarer for festival breakouts these days.
"These are companies that I've been pitching to for years," Eisenberg said. "It was totally surreal and even embarrassing a little bit to be in a position like that because I wasn't ready for it."
The next day Eisenberg and Culkin were at lunch. Eisenberg couldn't even find a moment to eat: He was too busy fielding calls. During one, he looked over at Culkin and flashed a big grin. There was good news coming, he knew. Ever the improvisor, Culkin snapped a shot of his director and co-star in that moment of triumph. Soon the world would know too that Searchlight had acquired it to the tune of $10 million, with a full-fledged theatrical commitment.

    


The journey of "A Real Pain" isn't over yet. It's awards season, after all, though Eisenberg winces at the idea that there's "an element of judgment still to come." It's almost, he added, a Damocles (as in "sword of") hanging over the experience.
And yet even he and Culkin have been excited that it's resonating with audiences and not even in the same ways. Benji, it seems, gets a different response everywhere they go. At the Telluride Film Festival, it was "a laugh a minute" for everything he did. In London, Culkin said, "it was quite the opposite."
"They were not charmed by him," Culkin said. "But they were connected and listening and I thought that was very, very interesting and very cool. Like, no matter what your feeling is on that guy, people are still connecting with it."
The litmus test might be in Daniel Oreskes' character Mark, a somewhat minor role that Eisenberg had written specifically for an actor he loves. While the others in the Holocaust tour group are discussing how great Benji is, Mark deadpans: "Forgive me if I don't see this magical spark."
"He's just a lens, but he speaks to half the audience usually every night," Eisenberg said. "The movie is not telling us that this is our hero."

Eisenberg had originally written Benji with the idea of playing the part himself. This was an idea he was talked out of. It would simply have been too much on his plate. He's glad about getting the "easy" role in David. But one actor's idea of easy is another's nightmare. Just ask Culkin whether or not he could play Eisenberg's part.
"There's just no way," Culkin laughed. "I just couldn't."
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                                        HARDCOVER FICTION
1. "In Too Deep" by Child/Child (Delacorte)
2. "Bloodguard" by Cecy Robson (Red Tower)
3. " The Waiting" by Michael Connelly (Little, Brown)
4. "Counting Miracles" by Nicholas Sparks (Random House)
5. "The Book of Bill" by Alex Hirsch (Hyperion Avenue) 
6. "Iron Flame" by Rebecca Yarros (Red Tower)
7. "The Women" by Kristin Hannah (St. Martin's)
8. "Absolution" by Jeff VanderMeer (MCD)
9. "Into the Uncut Grass" by Noah/Hahn (One World)
10. "Intermezzo" by Sally Rooney (FSG)
11. "Memorials" by Richard Chizmar (Gallery)
12. "Here One Moment" by Liane Moriarty (Crown)
13. "The Stars Are Dying (special ed.)" by Chloe C. Penaranda (Bramble)
14. "The God of the Woods" by Liz Moore (Riverhead)
15. "Identity Unknown" by Patricia Cornwell (Grand Central) 

    


____
HARDCOVER NON-FICTION
1. "Framed" by Grisham/McCloskey (Doubleday)
2. "Brothers" by Alex Van Halen (Harper)
3. "War" by Bob Woodward (Simon & Schuster)
4. "Patriot" by Alexei Navalny (Knopf)
5. "The Message" by Ta-Nehisi Coates (One World)
6. "Big Book of Bread" by King Arthur Baking Co. (Simon Element)
7. "Soups, Salads, Sandwiches" by Matty Matheson (Ten Speed)
8. "Melania" by Melania Trump (Skyhorse)


9. "Eat Like a Girl" by Mindy Pelz (Hay House)
10. "From Here to the Great Unknown" by Presley/Keough (Random House)
11. "Good Energy" by Casey Means (Avery)
12. "Dinner for Vampires" by Bethany Joy Lenz (Simon & Schuster)
13. "Confronting the Presidents" by O'Reilly/Dugard (St. Martin's)

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
14. "Revenge of the Tipping Point" by Malcolm Gladwell (Little, Brown)
15. "Be Ready When the Luck Happens" by Ina Garten (Crown)
____
TRADE PAPERBACK BESTSELLERS
1. "The Striker (deluxe ed.)" by Ana Huang (Bloom) 
2. "The Christmas Tree Farm" by Laurie Gilmore (One More Chapter)
3. "The Boyfriend" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
4. "Fourth Wing" by Rebecca Yarros (Red Tower)
5. "The Fury of the Gods" by John Gwynne (Orbit)
6. "How My Neighbor Stole Christmas" by Meghan Quinn (Bloom)

    


7. "Haunting Adeline" by H.D. Carlton (Zando)
8. "The Housemaid Is Watching" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
9. "This Is Strategy" by Seth Godin (Authors Equity)
10. "The Cinnamon Bun Book Store" by Laurie Gilmore (One More Chapter)
11. "The Finish Line" by Kate Stewart (Kensington)
12. "The Inmate" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
13. "Never Lie" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
14. "Lights Out" by Navessa Allen (Slowburn)
15. "Demon Copperhead" by Barbara Kingsolver (Harper Perennial)
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            A 16-feet tall sculpture of a hand, dubbed Quasi, that loomed over Wellington, New Zealand on the roof of an art gallery for five years, is said to be removed and relocated. (Video produced by Sebastian James)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 5 | 
            A 16-foot- ( almost 5 meters ) tall hand sculpture named Quasi stands perched on its fingertips atop the roof of an art gallery in Wellington, New Zealand, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP photo/Charlotte Graham-McLay)
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        A New Zealand city waves goodbye to its 'disturbing' giant hand sculpture that many came to love
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                                    A 16-feet tall sculpture of a hand, dubbed Quasi, that loomed over Wellington, New Zealand on the roof of an art gallery for five years, is said to be removed and relocated. (Video produced by Sebastian James)
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                                        WELLINGTON, New Zealand (AP) -- Perched on two fingers on the roof of an art gallery in Wellington, New Zealand, the giant sculpture of a hand has loomed over the city for five years. 
Named Quasi, the 16-foot -- almost 5 meters -- creation of Australia-based sculptor Ronnie van Hout bears an unsmiling human face -- because why not?
Some found it disturbing, and now, after five years of provoking controversy and myriad emotions -- from horror and revulsion to delight -- among residents of New Zealand's capital, Quasi will be removed from the roof of City Gallery this week.
It will be taken to a new home, the gallery said Wednesday.
"This is either a great day for Wellington or a terrible day for Wellington and there's not much view in between," said Ben McNulty, a Wellington city council member.
Personally, McNulty told The Associated Press he felt "devastated" by the sculpture's departure.

    


Quasi is made of steel, polystyrene and resin, and was based on scans of van Hout's hand and face. It was named in part for Quasimodo, the bellringer in Victor Hugo's 1831 novel "The Hunchback of Notre-Dame."
Hence the male gender some have attributed to Quasi.




Quasi first graced -- or haunted -- an art gallery in Christchurch, New Zealand, in 2016 but proved polarizing. It was the subject of an op ed in the local newspaper listing reasons the sculpture "must go," including claims that one of its outstretched fingers "appears to be inappropriately and belligerently pointing at pedestrians and office workers."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Perhaps the monster just wants to be loved?" van Hout responded at the time.
In 2019, Quasi was installed in Wellington, where he grew over time on its residents.
"He arrived and I won't say the city unanimously hated him but I reckon 80% were like, 'What is this monster? What have we done?'" McNulty said. 
"But I think that over time there's been a bit of a softening, there's sort of a pro-Quasi group, which I consider myself part of," he added. 

    


On Wednesday, many at Wellington's Civic Square, where the gallery with Quasi is located, said they had warmed to him too.
"It's really disturbing but it's a staple of Wellington now," said Anja Porthouse, who had brought friends and family to see Quasi and was "gutted" it was leaving.
Quasi is to be lifted from the roof by helicopter on Saturday, when the giant hand will travel to an undisclosed location in Australia, the gallery said.
"Everything comes to an end eventually," van Hout told the AP. "I am sure it will be missed, but even Lovecraftian nightmares have to return to where they came from, and now you only have an absence to reflect on."
Dozens responded to the news on social media with dismay, glee and jokes about the curse that local lore has attributed to Quasi being lifted. 
The sculpture has adorned the Wellington skyline during "some of its most difficult times," McNulty said. The city has struggled with earthquake-prone buildings, widespread plumbing problems and political division in recent years.
Other comments took guesses about where Quasi might end up.

    


"He's going to The Hague," wrote one New Zealander on X. 
"He will be missed," said Jane Black, who heads the Wellington Sculpture Trust.

"I'll personally be pleased to see it head somewhere else for a change," the city's mayor, Tory Whanau, told the AP. "I think there's a strong feeling of relief."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/quasi-giant-hand-wellington-sculpture-zealand-art-cfcd3599eda341b78741dcfcf519edbd
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            A Halloween-inspired "Goosebumps Festival" held at a historic former railway factory in Bangkok has drawn visitors to its horror themed event inspired by Thai cultural beliefs. (AP video shot by Tian Macleod Ji)
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            An effigy is seen near a railway track where two commuter trains collided in 1987, killing 139 people, in Bintaro, Indonesia, Friday, Oct. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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            A young girl walks next to a railway track near the scene of a 1987 train collision that killed 139 people in Bintaro, Indonesia, Friday, Oct. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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            Motorists ride near a railway track where two commuter trains collided in 1987, killing 139 people, in Bintaro, Indonesia, Friday, Oct. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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            Visitors dressed in a ghost costumes at Goosebump market as a part of Halloween festival in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            A visitor dressed in a ghost costume at Goosebump market as a part of Halloween festival in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            A visitor dressed in a ghost costume at Goosebump market as a part of Halloween festival in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            A visitor dressed in a ghost costume at Goosebump market as a part of Halloween festival in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            A ghost mannequin at Goosebump market as a part of Halloween festival in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Dogs walk in a dimly lit portion of Balete Drive in Quezon City, Philippines, Friday, Oct. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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            A street sign for Balete Drive is seen in Quezon City, Philippines, Friday, Oct. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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            Vehicles pass by a dimly lit portion of Balete Drive in Quezon City, Philippines, Friday, Oct. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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            Roberto Perez, a 53-year-old who works part-time near Balete Drive, is seen here in Quezon City, Philippines, Friday, Oct. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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            A "wheel of the exposed" or "wheel of the foundlings," a 1738 mechanism used to deposit newborns for charitable institutions, is seen at the Museum of the Brazilian Historical and Geographical Institute in Rio de Janeiro, Friday, Oct. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Bruna Prado)
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            Paulo Knauss, 58, director of the Museum of the Brazilian Historical and Geographical Institute, shows how to use the "wheel of the exposed" or "wheel of the foundlings," a 1738 mechanism used to deposit newborns for charitable institutions, at the Museum of the Brazilian Historical and Geographical Institute in Rio de Janeiro, Friday, Oct. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Bruna Prado)
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            The Arco do Teles, an important Brazilian historical construction from the 18th century, is seen in Rio de Janeiro, Friday, Oct. 25, 2024. (Bruna Prado/AP Photo)
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            A woman walks in an important Brazilian historical construction from the 18th century named Arco do Teles, in Rio de Janeiro, Friday, Oct. 25, 2024. (Bruna Prado/AP Photo)
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            An effigy is seen near a railway track where two commuter trains collided in 1987, killing 139 people, in Bintaro, Indonesia, Friday, Oct. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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            A young girl walks next to a railway track near the scene of a 1987 train collision that killed 139 people in Bintaro, Indonesia, Friday, Oct. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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            Motorists ride near a railway track where two commuter trains collided in 1987, killing 139 people, in Bintaro, Indonesia, Friday, Oct. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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            Visitors dressed in a ghost costumes at Goosebump market as a part of Halloween festival in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            A visitor dressed in a ghost costume at Goosebump market as a part of Halloween festival in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            A visitor dressed in a ghost costume at Goosebump market as a part of Halloween festival in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            A visitor dressed in a ghost costume at Goosebump market as a part of Halloween festival in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            A ghost mannequin at Goosebump market as a part of Halloween festival in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 17

                                    
                                    A ghost mannequin at Goosebump market as a part of Halloween festival in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 17 | 
            Dogs walk in a dimly lit portion of Balete Drive in Quezon City, Philippines, Friday, Oct. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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            A street sign for Balete Drive is seen in Quezon City, Philippines, Friday, Oct. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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            Vehicles pass by a dimly lit portion of Balete Drive in Quezon City, Philippines, Friday, Oct. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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            Roberto Perez, a 53-year-old who works part-time near Balete Drive, is seen here in Quezon City, Philippines, Friday, Oct. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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            A "wheel of the exposed" or "wheel of the foundlings," a 1738 mechanism used to deposit newborns for charitable institutions, is seen at the Museum of the Brazilian Historical and Geographical Institute in Rio de Janeiro, Friday, Oct. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Bruna Prado)
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            Paulo Knauss, 58, director of the Museum of the Brazilian Historical and Geographical Institute, shows how to use the "wheel of the exposed" or "wheel of the foundlings," a 1738 mechanism used to deposit newborns for charitable institutions, at the Museum of the Brazilian Historical and Geographical Institute in Rio de Janeiro, Friday, Oct. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Bruna Prado)
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            The Arco do Teles, an important Brazilian historical construction from the 18th century, is seen in Rio de Janeiro, Friday, Oct. 25, 2024. (Bruna Prado/AP Photo)
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            A woman walks in an important Brazilian historical construction from the 18th century named Arco do Teles, in Rio de Janeiro, Friday, Oct. 25, 2024. (Bruna Prado/AP Photo)
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                                        Some are well-worn warnings as familiar as the changing of seasons. Others are slow burns that end with a bang. Still others are just plain eerie. 
Stories of spiritual entities, paranormal activity and creepy cryptids are passed through generations the world over, becoming local legends that only sometimes reach across borders and cultures.
So if the sordid tales you grew up with no longer make you shiver, it's time to reanimate your roster with global tales of ghosts, hauntings, and petrifying processions. 
With Halloween nigh, and the season in many parts of the world ripe for campfires and spooky stories, people gravitate toward fear even in a complex and sometimes scary world. Here are some favorites -- lore and fiction, with maybe some truth sprinkled throughout -- that The Associated Press gathered from its journalists around the planet: 

    


China: The corpse walkers
If you were out on the road in China in the old days -- if you believe the stories, that is -- you might have encountered a strange procession. 
First, a man carrying a white paper lantern and scattering fake paper money ahead of them, chanting, "Yo ho, yo ho." Then, a towering, hooded black figure wearing a ghastly mask and marching in an awkward, wooden gait. Bringing up the rear, another man guiding the giant by touch, perhaps with a black cat.
They were corpse walkers -- and the giant was the corpse. 
Bad things happen when someone gets buried far from home: Without descendants to feed their spirit and keep their grave clean, they'll have a hard time settling in. They could even come back as a hungry ghost. So when a traveler died, the family would hire people who knew the strange art of walking a stiff body home.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
When interviewer Liao Yiwu asked about memories of corpse walkers in the 2000s, some said they'd use a black cat to imbue the body with static electricity to make it walk. Others said there was a third man hiding under the cloak and giving the corpse a piggyback ride. 

    


People kept their distance, he wrote, but the corpse walkers were always welcome at inns because they paid three times the normal rate and were said to bring good luck.
-- By David Cohen in Bangkok
France: The legend of St. Denis
One of France's oldest spooky legends is also one of its most gruesome, because it involves a walking headless corpse. 
Said to have been Paris' first bishop, Denis -- later St. Denis -- went on to lend his name to what is now the northern Paris suburb of Saint-Denis, famous for its magnificent basilica, its soccer stadium and the Olympic village that housed athletes during the Paris Games.
The third-century Roman rulers of what was then Gaul were apparently less than thrilled that Denis and companions Rustique and Eleuthere were making converts. Even after tossing them in prison, Denis continued to celebrate Mass. In some accounts, Denis suffered all manner of unspeakable tortures to make him renounce his faith -- not just run-of-the-mill flagellation, but also mauling by famished wild beasts and being locked in a scorching oven.
Eventually, the three were sentenced to death and beheaded.

    


Legend has it that Denis' corpse, lifted by two angels, picked up his severed head and walked from the Mount of Martyrs -- the supposed execution site now called Montmartre -- for about 6 kilometers (nearly 4 miles) before collapsing in the village of Catulliacum, now the town of Saint-Denis.
In Montmartre today, Suzanne Buisson Square has a statue of St. Denis holding his head, which he is said to have washed in the waters of a fountain there before staggering away with it.
-- By John Leicester in Paris
Mongolia: The death worm
Slithering beneath the vast dunes of the Gobi Desert, legend has it, is the monstrous Mongolian Death Worm. It kills prey by squirting lethal venom and can even electrocute from a distance. So goes the folklore that has since inspired depictions of deadly giant worms in movies and fiction. In Mongolia, the creature is known as olgoi khorkhoi, which roughly translates as "intestine worm."
The critter became known abroad after American paleontologist and explorer Roy Chapman Andrews wrote about it in his 1926 book, "On the Trail of Ancient Man: A Narrative of the Field Work of the Central Asiatic Expeditions." During a meeting with the Mongolian premier, Andrews was asked to capture a specimen of the giant worm.

    


"None of those present ever had seen the creature, but they all firmly believed in its existence and described it minutely," he wrote. "It is shaped like a sausage about two feet long, has no head nor legs and is so poisonous that merely to touch it means instant death."
Some believe the lore began with a more common animal -- a snake called the Tartar sand boa. Others, undeterred, believe the giant worms exists. Subsequent expeditions have yet to yield any proof.
-- By Emily Wang Fujiyama in Beijing

    


Brazil: Barbara of the Pleasures
It's the turn of the 19th century, and colonial Rio de Janeiro is bustling. There are merchants, vendors, enslaved people, sailors -- and a Portuguese immigrant, about 20 years old, named Barbara. Legend says she stabbed her sleeping husband to run off with a lover, who then began exploiting her. Barbara killed him, too, and was on her own. 
As the story goes, she turned to sex work inside the Teles Arch. The dank, dark passage led off the plaza where the Portuguese emperor sat, and members of the royal court became faithful clients of the beautiful courtesan known as Barbara of the Pleasures.
But age and disease caught up to her. One chronicler, Hermeto Lima, wrote in 1921 of a hole in Barbara's nose, her bulging eyes, scratched eyelids and skeletal hands. 
To rejuvenate, Barbara started washing with animal blood. When that failed, it's said, she used blood from infants abandoned in the Wheel of the Exposed -- the revolving compartment for foundlings outside a Catholic institution. Between 1738 and 1848, 20,966 babies were left in the wheel, according to text of an imperial ministry report provided by Esther Arantes, a retired professor in the infancy department of the State University of Rio de Janeiro. 
Arantes' archival research yielded no evidence of Barbara, but Rio's rumor mill claimed otherwise: 
Whenever someone brought a baby to the wheel, "the miserable woman, like a toad, came out from her hiding place, and ran to steal the child," Lima wrote, adding Barbara would make sure to drip its blood upon her leprous ulcers. 
Barbara disappeared, but her story lingers. Word is that she still prowls Teles Arch by night, surviving on the blood of babes. 
-- By David Biller in Rio de Janeiro
Nigeria: Madam Koi Koi
In Nigeria, the "Madam Koi Koi" ghost story from was a nightmare for students in boarding secondary schools. 
The "madam" in question often walked around hostels with her red heels, especially at night, the sound of "koi koi" trailing behind her. You dare not come out if anyone raised an alarm that they heard the sound. Sometimes horrified students ran out and hostels were shut until morning, or even for days. 
The backstory? No one knows for sure, but one popular theory was that she was fired as a teacher and died days later -- vengeful, jobless and sad.
-- By Dyepkazah Shibayan in Abuja, Nigeria
Britain: The Talbot Hotel
A sobbing woman. Ghostly, dressed in white -- or, sometimes, black. And a storied oak staircase with royal connections.
The spooky stories revolve around a staircase that still stands at The Talbot Hotel in Oundle -- a United Kingdom market town about 85 miles (135 kilometers) north of London that's been around since the 1500s.
Mary, Queen of Scots -- rival to England's Queen Elizabeth I -- is said to have descended the very same flight of steps on the way to her execution in 1587. But at the time, the multilevel structure was part of nearby Fotheringhay Castle, the site of Mary's beheading. 
Nearly four decades later, the Talbot was rebuilt using stones and other material salvaged from the abandoned Fotheringhay -- including the castle's storied staircase. 
Guests and staff have reported seeing a ghostly woman on the stairs, and some have said they heard sobbing in the wee hours -- all thought to be the doomed queen. The Associated Press has visited several times and can confirm quality coffee and cakes, but not the presence of ghosts.
-- By Laurie Kellman in London
Indonesia: Ghosts of the Bintaro train tragedy
The Bintaro train tragedy of October 1987 is well known in Indonesia. The head-on collision between two commuter trains in the southern area of Jakarta is considered one of the deadliest train accidents in the country's history.
The collision killed 139 passengers, giving rise to many mystical stories around the railway.
In the 37 years since the crash, many local residents and railway workers have reported seeing apparitions of people dressed in old, bloodstained clothing, wandering near the tracks where the tragedy took place. As the local urban legend goes, these ghostly figures are believed to be the spirits of those who perished in the accident and remain unable to move on to the afterlife. Some people also say there was a figure wandering around and looking for his body parts.
In 2013, another train accident happened at the same track, only 200 meters (yards) from the 1987 accident. The commuter train hit a petrol truck in the crossing gate, killing seven people, including the train engineer.
-- By Edna Tarigan in Jakarta, Indonesia
Japan: Yotsuya Kaidan
One of Japan's most famous kaidan, or ghost stories, is named after the area in Tokyo where the tragic story takes place. Called Yotsuya Kaidan, it's an unforgettable tale of that archetypal powerless woman whose only recourse for revenge against the man who betrays her love is to become a ghost. 
Oiwa, a beautiful woman and wife of the handsome but heartless samurai Iemon, is weak after giving birth to their baby. Iemon is having an affair, and the other woman, seeking to make sure Iemon dumps Oiwa, tricks her into taking poison, thinking it's medicine, so her face becomes disfigured. 
Written in the 19th century and staged as various Kabuki plays and made into dozens of movies, a particularly scary scene is that moment when Oiwa discovers her horrible transformation, a telling moment that speaks volumes about human vanity and frailty. When she combs her hair before a mirror, it falls out in clumps. She sees her twisted, discolored face and cries out: "Is this my face? Is this my face?" 
After Oiwa dies, she haunts Iemon, appearing everywhere -- perhaps merely his delusion. Iemon is eventually driven to madness. 
-- By Yuri Kageyama in Tokyo
Kenya: The legend of Ngong Hills
In Kenya, a Maasai folktale about an ogre who used to raid villages for food is told to children. It goes like this:
The ogre lived deep in the forest and would raid neighboring villages to kill cattle -- the Maasai community's symbol of wealth -- despite many warriors keeping guard.
The ogre fell in love with a beautiful Maasai woman named Sanayian and he transformed into a Maasai warrior to win her heart. He then revealed his real identity to Sanayian -- who then told the warriors. The warriors, using Sanayian as a bait, speared the ogre while he was meeting with his love. 
Even after he transformed back into an ogre, he could not survive. He fell and died. His five fingers, it is said, formed the five peaks that are the present-day Ngong Hills, in the outskirts of the capital, Nairobi, and a popular hiking destination.
-- By Evelyne Musambi in Nairobi, Kenya
The Philippines: The ghost on Balete Drive
Ask anyone in Manila about Balete Drive and many will associate it with the mysterious "white lady" who appears at night. 
The street, named after trees that used to line its sidewalks in suburban Quezon city, has been the subject of scary stories that have been told and retold since the 1950s. There are claims that a beautiful woman with long hair dressed in white would sometimes suddenly appear at night -- then just disappear without a trace. 
It is said that the sightings were reported by taxi drivers working on late-night shifts. Some claim she would appear asking for a ride and then suddenly disappear from the passenger seat as the vehicle moves. Others say her image would appear at the rearview mirror of drivers driving alone and vanish just as quickly. 
"I haven't seen her," says 53-year-old Roberto Perez, who works part-time near Balete Drive, "but when I pass there between midnight to about 1:30, I get goosebumps, so I just quickly turn to another street."
The tale's origins are unknown. There are varying accounts why the ghost appears along Balete Drive, but the most common story is that decades ago, a girl died due to a car accident along the street. Horror movies in the Philippines have been produced based on this urban legend.
-- By Celine Rosario in Bangkok and Aaron Favila in Manila, Philippines
Hungary: The marble bride
Through the branches of stately trees on a leafy avenue in Hungary's capital, passersby can spot an unusual figure keeping solemn watch from above: the statue of a woman with a mournful expression peering from a stone balcony.
The sculpture, known as the "marble bride," is unlike any of the other frescoes on surrounding buildings in Budapest, and the mystery of its presence has produced legends going back nearly a century.
In one, a young couple shared an apartment in the building when the husband was called to fight in World War I. The wife waited patiently on the balcony each day for his return, and when a letter arrived with news of his death on the front, the woman died of a broken heart.
But the letter had been mistaken. When the husband returned home and found his wife had died, he had a sculpture carved in her honor and placed where she had spent so many days faithfully waiting.
Another legend says that the husband never returned from the war and, unable to accept his death, the woman stayed waiting on the balcony and eventually turned to stone, and still waits today for a reunion that will never come.
-- By Justin Spike in Budapest, Hungary
Thailand: Lady Nak of Phra Khanong
Bangkok is home to one of Thailand's most famous pieces of folklore: the tragic love of Mae Nak, or the Lady Nak of Phra Khanong. 
The young and pregnant Nak was waiting for her husband, Mak, to come back from war to their home on the banks of Phra Khanong canal. Nak and her baby died during childbirth, but Mak still came home to see them waiting. With his unwavering love, Mak rejected warnings that Nak was a ghost until he saw her stretching her arm from the upper-floor porch to the ground to pick up a lime. He fled, and Nak started terrorizing the town in grief and fury. 
In one variation of the story's ending, Nak was stopped either by a shaman who captured her in a clay jar, or a powerful Buddhist monk who performed a rite to rest her spirit in peace.

The story has been reinterpreted into dozens of movies, with the critically acclaimed 1999 version becoming the first Thai movie to gross over 100 million baht -- about $2.7 million at the time. The shrine dedicated to Nak at Wat Mahabut, the temple where her body is believed to be buried, is famous for worshippers seeing their prayers about love and children being answered.
-- By Jintamas Saksornchai in Bangkok
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            Democrats are noticeably leaning on their star-power advantage. They're calling on a diverse range of celebrities to endorse Kamala Harris, invigorate audiences and, they hope, spur people to head to the ballot box (AP video: Mike Householder)
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            Musical artist Beyonce, right, and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, left, embrace on stage during a campaign rally Friday, Oct. 25, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Annie Mulligan)
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            FILE - Kid Rock performs during the 2024 Republican National Convention at the Fiserv Forum, July 18, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)
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            Maggie Rogers performs at a campaign event for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris in Burns Park Monday, Oct. 28, 2024, in Ann Arbor, Mich. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)
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            Hulk Hogan waves an American flag at a campaign rally for Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at Madison Square Garden, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris listens as Stevie Wonder performs "Redemption Song" during a church service and early vote event at Divine Faith Ministries International, Sunday, Oct. 20, 2024, in Jonesboro, Ga. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Jason Aldean speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a Turning Point Action campaign rally, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Duluth, Ga. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Musician Willie Nelson performing ahead of event for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris at a rally in Houston, Friday, Oct. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump listens to former Pittsburgh Steelers Antonio Brown, left, and, Le'Veon Bell, at a campaign rally, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, at Arnold Palmer Regional Airport in Latrobe, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            FILE - Jon Bon Jovi and Lady Gaga perform during a campaign rally for Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton in Raleigh, N.C., Nov. 8, 2016. (AP Photo/Gerry Broome, File)
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            Dr. Phil speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            FILE - Bruce Springsteen performs during a Hillary Clinton campaign event at Independence Mall in Philadelphia, Nov. 7, 2016. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum, File)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump listens to Lee Greenwood sing at a faith event at the Concord Convention Center, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024, in Concord, N.C. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            Tony Hinchcliffe arrives to speak before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump during a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            FILE - Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton, center, appears on stage with artists Jay Z, right, and Beyonce during a free concert at the Wolstein Center in Cleveland, Nov. 4, 2016. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)
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                                    Democrats are noticeably leaning on their star-power advantage. They're calling on a diverse range of celebrities to endorse Kamala Harris, invigorate audiences and, they hope, spur people to head to the ballot box (AP video: Mike Householder)
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            Musical artist Beyonce, right, and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, left, embrace on stage during a campaign rally Friday, Oct. 25, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Annie Mulligan)
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            FILE - Kid Rock performs during the 2024 Republican National Convention at the Fiserv Forum, July 18, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)
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            Maggie Rogers performs at a campaign event for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris in Burns Park Monday, Oct. 28, 2024, in Ann Arbor, Mich. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)
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            Hulk Hogan waves an American flag at a campaign rally for Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at Madison Square Garden, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris listens as Stevie Wonder performs "Redemption Song" during a church service and early vote event at Divine Faith Ministries International, Sunday, Oct. 20, 2024, in Jonesboro, Ga. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Jason Aldean speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a Turning Point Action campaign rally, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in Duluth, Ga. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Musician Willie Nelson performing ahead of event for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris at a rally in Houston, Friday, Oct. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump listens to former Pittsburgh Steelers Antonio Brown, left, and, Le'Veon Bell, at a campaign rally, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, at Arnold Palmer Regional Airport in Latrobe, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            FILE - Jon Bon Jovi and Lady Gaga perform during a campaign rally for Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton in Raleigh, N.C., Nov. 8, 2016. (AP Photo/Gerry Broome, File)
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            Dr. Phil speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            FILE - Bruce Springsteen performs during a Hillary Clinton campaign event at Independence Mall in Philadelphia, Nov. 7, 2016. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum, File)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump listens to Lee Greenwood sing at a faith event at the Concord Convention Center, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024, in Concord, N.C. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 15

                                    
                                    Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump listens to Lee Greenwood sing at a faith event at the Concord Convention Center, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024, in Concord, N.C. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 15 | 
            Tony Hinchcliffe arrives to speak before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump during a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    



WASHINGTON (AP) -- Kamala Harris has Bruce Springsteen, Taylor Swift and Beyonce. Donald Trump has Kid Rock, Waka Flocka Flame and Hulk Hogan.

As the 2024 campaign whirls into its final week, Democrats are noticeably leaning on their star power advantage, calling on a diverse range of celebrities to endorse Harris, invigorate audiences and, they hope, spur people to the ballot box.

Democrats have long enjoyed a celebrity advantage and used it to close out presidential campaigns when attention and energy are critical. That upper hand has grown during Trump's rise, a period that saw scores of celebrities, even apolitical stars, break their silence and speak out against the Republican leader. The advantage often means raucous, fiery events in the closing days of a race, but history -- namely Hillary Clinton's 2016 campaign -- highlights how the energy at those events can sometimes paper over broader issues with a candidate.





    



Weeks before the election on Oct. 20, Harris got an assist from music legend Stevie Wonder in Jonesboro, Georgia, who rallied churchgoers with a rendition of Bob Marley's "Redemption Song." Days later in Atlanta, Harris and former President Barack Obama headlined a rally that featured a performance by Springsteen and speeches from famed filmmaker Spike Lee and actor Samuel L. Jackson. The campaign followed that up a day later with a rally in Texas featuring a performance by Willie Nelson and a speech from Beyonce.

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, Harris' running mate, has also benefited from the celebrity push. Singer-songwriter James Taylor performed at events with the governor in North Carolina earlier in the month. And Walz, along with Harris, spoke at an event in Michigan on Monday that included a five-song set from singer-songwriter Maggie Rogers.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

"I come for Harris," said Ashley Oberheide, a neighborhood resident who attended the outdoor Harris rally held in Ann Arbor's Burns Park. "I love that musical acts are getting behind her, but I am always here for Harris." She called Rogers an "added bonus."

    



Audrey Hudson, a University of Michigan nursing student who voted for the first time days before the rally, described her attendance as "doing a civic duty combined with seeing an artist I love."

"I'm here to support Kamala and Walz as well but Maggie Rogers, I have loved her music since I was in middle school. She's had a huge impact on me," said Hudson, who added that she thinks artists like Rogers are more relatable to young voters and can impact how they vote.

Ann Arbor resident Rachel Lieberman, 29, shared that the rally in her hometown was her third Harris event and that Rogers was a "cherry on top" she believes will help drive out the youth vote.

"I think it's all part of getting the younger generations mobilized to vote," Lieberman said.

Harris and Democrats aren't just leaning on performances at events, either. After Tony Hinchcliffe, a comedian who spoke at Trump's rally at Madison Square Garden on Sunday, called Puerto Rico "a floating island of garbage in the middle of the ocean," the Democrat's campaign received public support from rapper Bad Bunny, Jennifer Lopez and artist Ricky Martin, three of the best known Puerto Rican celebrities. The three have over 300 million followers combined on different social media platforms.

Many of the events are part of Harris' "When We Vote We Win" concert series that aims to spur supporters to vote early in key battlegrounds. Actor Arnold Schwarzenegger, a former Republican governor of Harris' home state of California, announced on social media on Wednesday that he is voting for Harris. She is expected to have more high-profile endorsers in the coming days.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Elections, explained: We answer your election questions.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    



Harris traveled to Wisconsin on Wednesday for a rally with a long list of musical star power, including Gracie Abrams, Mumford & Sons, Remi Wolf and The National's Matt Berninger and Aaron Dessner. 

"See you at the polls," Abrams said after her set.

    



On Thursday, her rally in Arizona will have Los Tigres del Norte, a famed norteno band originally from Sinaloa, Mexico. And finally, on Friday, Harris will headline a rally in Las Vegas featuring Mana, a Mexican pop rock band originally from Guadalajara, Mexico, and a speech from Lopez.

The 2020 campaign was a celebrity outlier. Because of the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, large campaign events were uncommon, especially on the Democratic side. Celebrities appeared in social media videos for then-former Vice President Joe Biden, who went on to defeat Trump.

    



Trump does enjoy the support of celebrities with a deep appeal to his core base of voters, like singer Lee Greenwood, television personality Dr. Phil McGraw, and former football stars like Brett Favre, Antonio Brown and Le'Veon Bell. Country singer Jason Aldean recently spoke at a Trump rally in Georgia and Nick Bosa, a star defensive lineman for the San Francisco 49ers, recently jumped into a teammate's post-game interview to show a MAGA hat.

Trump thanked Favre for endorsing him during a Wednesday rally in Green Bay, the Wisconsin city where he led the Packers to a Super Bowl victory. "Thank you, Brett. What a great honor. What a great champion," Trump said. The former president later joked that he's "a little upset because I think he got bigger applause than me, and I'm not happy."

But the Republican candidate largely doesn't have an answer for Harris' celebrity-infused events. Trump, whose career has turned him into a celebrity, often provides the star power at his events. And when a celebrity like Hinchcliffe makes headlines at a Trump event, it can cause problems for the Republican campaign.

The focus on celebrity events is typified by raucous events in arenas and often leaves Democrats upbeat and hopeful about their chances. But the strategy can also paint over issues: When crowds are juiced by celebrities and musical performances, problems with a candidate's message or hold on an important base of voters can be obscured, a trend that was highlighted by former Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton's failed 2016 run.

The final week of Clinton's campaign eight years ago was a veritable red carpet of musical icons and celebrities. Her final rally as a candidate, a feverish event in North Carolina, was headlined by Jon Bon Jovi and Lady Gaga. Her final event with former President Barack Obama culminated in a performance by Springsteen on Independence Mall in Philadelphia. She capped her campaign in Ohio with a performance from Jay-Z and Beyonce in Cleveland. And just days earlier she filled Bayfront Park Amphitheater in downtown Miami, Florida with an eye-popping performance by Lopez.

"We just heard Jennifer perform 'Let's Get Loud.' Well, I say, 'Let's Get Loud' at the voting booth. You can vote early. Don't wait another day to vote, " Clinton exclaimed.

The Clinton campaign left each respective battleground state invigorated that the energy they felt at the event could carry them to victory.

Days later, Clinton lost North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Ohio and Florida, and then-businessman Trump was elected president.

___


Associated Press writers Joey Cappelletti and Mike Householder in Ann Arbor, Michigan, contributed to this report. Associated Press writer Jonathan J. Cooper in Green Bay, Wisconsin, contributed to this report.
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            Fans watch a broadcast of Game 4 of the baseball World Series between the Los Angeles Dodgers and the New York Yankees at Cosm in Inglewood, Calif., Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            New York Yankees' Anthony Volpe reacts after scoring against the Los Angeles Dodgers during the eighth inning in Game 4 of the baseball World Series, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- The World Series had its most-watched game in five years Tuesday night as the New York Yankees avoided a sweep.
The Yankees' 11-4 victory over the Los Angeles Dodgers in Game 4 averaged 16.28 million viewers on Fox, Fox Deportes and streaming, according to Nielsen. That is the most-watched game in the Fall Classic since Game 7 in 2019 when the Washington Nationals' victory over the Houston Astros averaged 23.22 million.
It is the highest-viewed Game 4 since the 2016 series between the Chicago Cubs and Cleveland Indians (16.71 million).
Fox is hoping for the same increase for Wednesday night's fifth game that it got eight years ago. The audience for that game grew by seven million to 23.64 million.

Tuesday's audience peaked at 18.22 million from 10-10:15 p.m. EDT. It also was a 92% increase over last year's Game 4 between the Texas Rangers and Arizona Diamondbacks (8.48 million).

    


Through four games, the World Series is averaging 14.98 million, its highest number in seven years.
Tuesday's game had a 19.7 rating and 54 share in Los Angeles and 12.8 rating and 33 share in New York.
The rating is the percentage of television households tuned in. The share refers to a percentage of the audience viewing it at the time.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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            Robert Turick, 68, works to clear household debris that Hurricane Milton storm surge swept from other properties into his canal-facing back yard, in Englewood, Fla., Friday, Oct. 11, 2024. Turick, whose family has owned the home for more than 25 years, said it had never flooded until 2022's Hurricane Ian, but since then, it has flooded in three more hurricanes, each bringing higher water levels than the last. A small positive, said Turick, is that he hadn't yet begun repairs after Hurricane Helene's 3-foot flood waters before Hurricane Milton brought five feet of flooding. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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                                        NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -- United Way Worldwide and Paramount Global on Wednesday announced they will host a benefit to raise funds for those impacted by Hurricanes Helene and Milton.
CBS Television and CMT will air the one-hour special at 8 p.m. ET Saturday, according to a news release.
Performers include Brittney Spencer, Chris Janson, Clay Aiken, Jonathan McReynolds and Tyler Hubbard. There will also be appearances by the Backstreet Boys, Billy Bob Thornton, Billy Burke, Blake Shelton, Carly Pearce, Cedric The Entertainer, Cody Alan, Jackson Dean, JB SMOOVE, Kelsea Ballerini, Max Thieriot, Nate Burleson, Stephen Colbert, Taye Diggs, and Zac Brown Band. 
"In times of crisis, United Way mobilizes the caring power of communities to help people in need," said Angela F. Williams, president and CEO of UWW, in a statement. 
Proceeds from the special, taped Oct. 27-28 in Nashville, Tennessee, will go to support those harmed by the hurricanes across the southeastern U.S. 

    


The benefit will also be available for streaming live on Paramount+ with SHOWTIME. 

Helene decimated remote towns throughout the Appalachians, left millions without power, knocked out cellular service and killed more than 200 people. It was the deadliest hurricane to hit the U.S. mainland since Katrina in 2005. Milton then made landfall on the west side of Florida, less than two weeks after Helene, and devastated large swaths of the state.
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Two more people standing trial along with rapper Young Thug pleaded guilty to reduced charges Wednesday after reaching deals with prosecutors.
Pleas from Rodalius Ryan and Marquavius Huey came just a day after another co-defendant, Quamarvious Nichols, took a plea deal.
Ryan, 18, pleaded guilty to a single count of conspiring to violate the state's anti-racketeering law. Fulton County Superior Court Judge Paige Reese Whitaker accepted the terms of the plea agreement, sentencing Ryan to 10 years, which was commuted to time served. But he will remain behind bars as he is already serving a life sentence for murder, though that sentence is being appealed.
One of Ryan's attorneys, Leah Abbasi, said they "categorically and adamantly deny that YSL is the criminal dangerous street gang which it's been made out to be." She said her client was making the best decision for his future.

    


Young Thug, a tremendously successful rapper started his own record label, Young Stoner Life or YSL. Prosecutors have said he also co-founded a violent criminal street gang and that YSL stands for Young Slime Life. The rapper, whose given name is Jeffery Williams, has pleaded not guilty to charges against him.




Huey, 28, pleaded guilty to racketeering conspiracy, robbery, gun, gang and aggravated assault charges, with prosecutors agreeing that some sentences could be served at the same time. Whitaker accepted that plea agreement as well, sentencing Huey to 25 years, with nine to be served in prison, 11 on probation and five years suspended.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
One of Huey's attorneys, Careton Matthews Sr., said they "emphatically and categorically deny" some of the allegations read out by the prosecutor but they recognize that there is enough evidence to support the counts he was pleading guilty to. He also pointed out that his client has already been in custody for about four years, which should count against his nine years in custody. 

    


Whitaker noted that Huey was facing three consecutive life sentences plus about 100 years and said it was "frankly remarkable" that the state agreed to the sentence he got for these "very serious charges." She cautioned him not to violate the terms of his agreement, saying she would not likely show much lenience if he appears before her again given his relatively light sentence.
"You are getting a huge opportunity to turn your life around," she told him, noting that he will likely be out of prison in just a few years.
The pleas leave the fate of Young Thug and two others still undecided in what has become Georgia's longest criminal trial. Jury selection at the courthouse in Atlanta began in January 2023 and took nearly 10 months. The trial began with opening statements last November, and prosecutors since then have called dozens of witnesses.
Young Thug, a Grammy winner, was charged two years ago in a sprawling indictment accusing him and more than two dozen other people of conspiring to violate Georgia's anti-racketeering law. He also is charged with gang, drug and gun crimes.

Nine people charged in the indictment accepted plea deals before the trial began. Twelve others are being tried separately. Prosecutors dropped charges against one defendant after he was convicted of murder in an unrelated case.
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                    FILE - A view of a Grammy statue appears in the press room at the 65th annual Grammy Awards on Sunday, Feb. 5, 2023, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- The Grammys will have a new broadcast home on ABC starting in 2027.
The network and the Recording Academy announced Wednesday that they had signed a 10-year deal to broadcast the Grammys beginning in 2027, moving the show from its decadeslong perch at CBS. CBS has aired the Grammys since 1973, taking over the show from ABC after a two-year stint. The first 12 ceremonies were aired on NBC.

ABC is now set to air three major live events -- the Super Bowl, Grammys and Oscars -- in 2027. The new Grammys deal also calls for the show to be streamed on Hulu and Disney+. 
Nominations for the 2025 Grammys will be announced next week. That show will air on CBS on Feb. 2.
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                    FILE - Nina Dobrev, left, and Shaun White arrive at the Vanity Fair Oscar Party on March 10, 2024, at the Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts in Beverly Hills, Calif. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        Former skateboarder and Olympic snowboarder Shaun White and actor Nina Dobrev are getting married.
White's publicist Jennifer Peros confirmed the engagement Wednesday.
White popped the question last weekend at The Golden Swan, a New York restaurant and presented Dobrev with a five-carat diamond ring.
Peros created a fake invite for a small dinner with Anna Wintour that she sent to Dobrev as a ruse to get her to the location. When Dobrev arrived, White was waiting with a photographer. After the proposal, the pair were joined by friends to celebrate.

White turned pro at skateboarding as a teen. He has competed in and won at the X Games in both skateboarding and snowboarding and is a three-time Olympic gold medalist in half-pipe snowboarding. He retired from snowboarding after the 2022 Olympics and remains the record-holder for most gold medals won by a snowboarder.
Dobrev is best-known for her role as Elena Gilbert on "The Vampire Diaries."
The couple met at a Tony Robbins event in 2019 and dated for five years. This will be the first marriage for both.
Vogue was first to report the engagement.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The author of "Daisy Jones & The Six" is aiming high with her next book. Taylor Jenkins Reid's "Atmosphere: A Love Story" is a romance set during the space shuttle program of the 1980s. 
Ballantine, a Penguin Random House imprint, will publish "Atmosphere" on June 3. 
"I have long wanted to tell a sweeping, romantic love story, and when the character of astronomer Joan Goodwin came to me, I knew I had found my way in," Reid said in a statement Wednesday. 

According to Ballantine, "Atmosphere" will tell "a passionate and soaring story about the transformative power of love, this time among the stars." Reid's previous books, which also include "Malibu Rising" and "The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo," have sold millions of copies worldwide. "Daisy Jones & The Six" was adapted into an Emmy-nominated miniseries starring Riley Keough.
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            FILE - Wrexham co-owners Ryan Reynolds, left, and Rob McElhenney, right, celebrate their team's promotion to the Football League in Wrexham, Wales, Tuesday, May 2, 2023. (AP Photo/Jon Super, File)
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            A view of the Wrexham Lager brewery in Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            FILE - Britain's King Charles III, second left and Camilla, the Queen Consort speak to Wrexham soccer club co-owners, US actors Ryan Reynolds, left and Rob McElhenney during their visit to Wrexham Football Club's Racecourse Ground, in Wrexham, Wales, Friday, Dec. 9, 2022. (Arthur Edwards/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                        Ryan Reynolds and Rob McElhenney have bought another piece of Wrexham -- its brewery.

Four years after their out-of-the-blue purchase of Wrexham's struggling soccer team, the Hollywood celebrities have further invested in the city in north Wales by becoming co-owners of Wrexham Lager.

Wrexham Lager, which is one of the soccer team's sponsors, was founded in 1882 and says it is the oldest British lager brewery still in existence.

The presence of Reynolds and McElhenney will boost Wrexham Lager's efforts to expand its international production and distribution.

"As co-chairmen of Wrexham AFC, we have learned a lot," Reynolds and McElhenney said in a statement obtained by The Associated Press. "The connection between club and community, the intricacies of the offside rule and the occasional need for beer -- especially after finance meetings.





    



"Wrexham Lager has a 140-year-old recipe and a storied history and we're excited to help write its next chapter."

The brewery didn't disclose financial details but said Reynolds and McElhenney have a majority stake.

Wrexham Lager said the acquisition was made by Red Dragon Ventures, a joint venture formed by Reynolds and McElhenney and the New York-based Allyn family -- which on Wednesday became a minority investor in Wrexham's soccer team.

Since taking charge of the club following a $2.5 million purchase in late 2020, Reynolds and McElhenney have overseen Wrexham's rise up English soccer's league system. Wrexham has achieved back-to-back promotions and now plays in third-tier League One, where the team is in third place after 13 games.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

Wrexham has been further thrust into the global consciousness by Reynolds and McElhenney launching a fly-on-the-wall TV series -- "Welcome to Wrexham." It has helped to boost tourism and trade in the city, with Wrexham Lager among the businesses gaining visibility through the show.

    



Reynolds previously owned a stake in Aviation Gin, which was sold to Diageo in 2020 for a reported $610 million. Diageo said Reynolds retained an "ongoing ownership interest" in the gin.


The Roberts family, which revived Wrexham Lager in 2011 after production stopped in 2000, will remain a co-owner of the brewery alongside Reynolds and McElhenney.

___

AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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            This photo released by the New South Wales Police shows some of the 40,000 stolen limited edition Bluey coins recovered from a suburb in western Sydney, Monday, Oct. 29, 2024. (New South Wales Police via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            This photo released by the New South Wales Police shows some of the 40,000 stolen limited edition Bluey coins recovered from a suburb in western Sydney, Monday, Oct. 29, 2024. (New South Wales Police via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Australian police recover 40,000 stolen 'Bluey' coins

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            This photo released by the New South Wales Police shows some of the 40,000 stolen limited edition Bluey coins recovered from a suburb in western Sydney, Monday, Oct. 29, 2024. (New South Wales Police via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2

                                    
                                    This photo released by the New South Wales Police shows some of the 40,000 stolen limited edition Bluey coins recovered from a suburb in western Sydney, Monday, Oct. 29, 2024. (New South Wales Police via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            This photo released by the New South Wales Police shows some of the 40,000 stolen limited edition Bluey coins recovered from a suburb in western Sydney, Monday, Oct. 29, 2024. (New South Wales Police via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2

                                    
                                    This photo released by the New South Wales Police shows some of the 40,000 stolen limited edition Bluey coins recovered from a suburb in western Sydney, Monday, Oct. 29, 2024. (New South Wales Police via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        SYDNEY (AP) -- Australian police said on Wednesday they had recovered more than 40,000 stolen limited-edition coins based on the hit children's animated series "Bluey."
The Bluey coins, with a face value of one Australian dollar (65 U.S. cents) each, were found on Tuesday afternoon in a self-storage business in the Sydney suburb of Wentworthville, a police statement said.
Bluey is the name of a blue heeler puppy whose adventures with her cattle dog family living in the Australian city of Brisbane, where the series is produced, have become popular among children around the globe.
The series premiered in Australia in 2018 and began streaming on Disney+ in 2020.
The 40,061 recovered coins were still in the Royal Australian Mint plastic bags that they had been stolen in three months earlier, police said.
Police were notified on July 12 that 63,000 of the yet-to-be-released series of coins produced by the national mint in Canberra had been stolen from a warehouse in the Sydney suburb of Wetherill Park, not far from where the coins were recovered on Tuesday.

    


Police formed Strike Force Bandit to investigate. Bandit is the name of Bluey's dad.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Three people have been charged over the theft.
A 27-year-old woman whom police allege drove two accomplices to the July burglary was arrested on Tuesday hours before the coins were recovered.
Two men had earlier been charged over the theft and police were a searching for a fourth suspect.


    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Police raided a Sydney property on July 31 and recovered 189 of the coins. They discovered the dealer selling them was a legitimate coin collector who had innocently bought them for AU$1.50 (98 U.S. cents) each. He was paid no compensation for the seized coins.
A Royal Australian Mint spokesperson was not available for comment on Wednesday.
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            A month after Hurricane Helene devastated the U.S. Southeast, more than 100,000 residents on city water in western North Carolina remain on an indefinite boil water notice. Here are some tips from public health experts when under a boil water advisory. (Produced by Brittany Peterson)
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            FILE - Volunteers with the grassroots group BeLoved Asheville fill bottles of drinking water for residents in low-income independent living facilities without running water, Oct. 8, 2024, in Asheville, N.C. (Travis Long/The News & Observer via AP, File)
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            FILE - Damage from Hurricane Helene near Asheville, N.C., is seen during an aerial tour for President Joe Biden, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)
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            FILE - Travis Edwards captures excess water while cleaning dishes on Oct. 3, 2024, in Asheville, N.C. (AP Photo/Brittany Peterson, File)
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                                        As a mother of two, Robin Funsten knows it's impossible to bathe her 2-year-old without getting water in the toddler's mouth. But she's never had to worry about that until recently. 
A month after deadly Hurricane Helene devastated the U.S. Southeast, Funsten and more than 100,000 residents on city water in western North Carolina remain on an indefinite boil water notice as workers clear sediment from reservoirs and run water quality tests. Residents have described water that reeks of chlorine and is brown or yellow.
As much of the U.S.'s water infrastructure ages and climate change fuels disasters, experts say water advisories will become more common.
"We are in the midst of an uncertain time, not just in Asheville, but as we think about climate change writ large in some of these major unexpected storms," said David Dyjack, executive director of the National Environmental Health Association. 

    


Boil water notices are given when microbes in tap water could be dangerous if ingested. They're different than do-not-drink water advisories -- issued when chemicals or toxins in tap water could cause sickness if swallowed or inhaled - and do-not-use notices for water that could be dangerous to even touch. 


"Do not drink" means only bottled water should be consumed. "Do not touch" means bottled water should be used for all purposes.
As Funsten noted, water safety guidelines can be confusing, and the discolored water isn't reassuring. "Because it still feels so unclear to me, I'd rather be safe than sick," she said about choosing to shower at a facility using a different source than tap water. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Experts emphasize residents should follow safety guidelines from local authorities, as every situation is unique and safety measures may vary by personal risk. Amid these guidelines are personal decisions people can take for their own comfort, much like Funsten did. 

    


Ultimately, the most important thing is to avoid drinking water straight from the tap, said Natalie Exum, environmental health scientist at John Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. "What we need to be primarily concerned about is water ... that should be boiled before it goes into your body, because there could be a lot of microbial contamination there."
Here are some tips from experts and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention when under a boil water advisory. 
Boiling water
The CDC says to bring water to a full rolling boil for one minute. At elevations above 6,500 feet (1,981 meters), boil for three minutes. To prevent burns, allow water to cool before drinking it or giving it to pets. Bottled water is also a safe alternative. If on a private well that experienced flooding or damage, contact your local health officials for testing guidance before using the water, even if you boil it.
Food
Boil water or use bottled water for drinking, to make ice and to prepare or cook food. If making pasta, for example, boil the water for a full minute first before adding. Wash and rinse fruits and vegetables with boiled, then cooled, water.

    


Washing hands
In many cases, it is OK to use tap water and soap to wash your hands during a boil water advisory, according to the CDC, but it's important to follow advice from local officials.
Dyjack recommends using at least a 60% alcohol disinfectant after washing your hands with tap water.
Exum stressed that washing your hands is "critically important" during water advisories. 
If you have an open wound or rash, keep it clean and covered to prevent infection from exposure to contaminated water.
Washing dishes
Use boiled water if hand-washing dishes. Alternatively, wash dishes with detergent and hot water as you normally would, then soak them for at least one minute in a separate bin with bleach - one tablespoon of unscented bleach per gallon of water. Air dry them completely before use.
The CDC says dishwashers are generally safe if they have a sanitize cycle or if the hot wash reaches at least 150degF (66degC), but local guidelines can vary, including Asheville's, which recommends 170degF (77degC). Check the manual or contact the manufacturer to find out how high your dishwater temperature reaches.

    


Showering, bathing
Under a boil water advisory, it can be safe to bathe or shower if you avoid swallowing water. Avoid shaving nicks.
If you have an open wound, Jasen Kunz, with the CDC's waterborne disease prevention branch, advised not to bathe. "You would need to provide an alternative source for that water or consider boiling it and letting it cool before using it."
Brushing teeth
Use boiled then cooled or bottled water to brush your teeth.
Doing laundry

Unless you received a "Do not use" water notice, it is safe to do laundry. But note that sediment in the water may discolor clothing. Ensure clothes are dry before wearing. 

    


What if someone is pregnant, elderly, an infant or immunocompromised?
If you or a family member fall into any of these groups, experts suggest extra safety measures.
They recommend giving babies and young children sponge baths to reduce chances of swallowing water.
Dyjack said it's best not to shower or bathe someone from these groups using tap water. 
Breastfeeding is the best option for feeding an infant when there's a boil water notice, according to the CDC. If you feed your child formula, provide ready-to-use formula if possible. If you must make formula, use water that has been boiled and cooled, or use bottled water.
While a generally healthy person may be OK if they accidentally sip contaminated water, Exum said vulnerable people are more likely to get sick, dehydrate faster or feel other symptoms. "So you really are just trying to avoid these hospital visits that can be very scary and very draining on the hospital resources."
How can water utilities improve communication around this?
Dyjack, from the National Environmental Health Association, encouraged local governments to address residents' uncertainty and questions through public meetings, podcasts, websites, listservs or by setting up a 24/7 water hotline. 
"It's important to put a face on it and allow people to express themselves," he said. "When a community and local government collaborate to solve an issue, there's nothing that they can't accomplish."
Staying sane
Funsten, the Asheville resident, said having unsafe water adds chores, time and "big changes to our routine." She's opted to use other water sources instead of boiling the tap water.
Others, like Katherine Hyde Hensley, a perinatal psychologist in the area, described feeling "fried" by the mental toll of living with non-potable water on top of helping other mothers navigate their own anxieties about it. 
Although water might not be restored as quickly as electricity after a disaster, Exum said, "It will come back. You will be OK... Just try and get through each day." 
------

The Associated Press receives support from the Walton Family Foundation for coverage of water and environmental policy. The AP is solely responsible for all content. For all of AP's environmental coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/climate-and-environment.
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                    Dan Whitehead chats with his grandmother, Naomi Whitehead, at St. Paul's Senior Living Community in West Salem Township, Pa., in Sept. 2023. (Michael Roknick/The Herald via AP)
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                                        GREENVILLE, Pa. (AP) -- A 114-year-old Pennsylvania woman is now believed to be the oldest living person in North America.
Naomi Whitehead, who lives in a senior care community in Greenville West Salem, attained that status after Elizabeth Francis of Texas died on Oct. 22.
Whitehead, who says she never smoked or drank alcohol, was born in September 1910 on a farm in Georgia and has outlived her longtime husband and their three sons. She has credited her longevity to good genes and enjoying various activities such as cooking, baking, drawing and listening to music.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    

Whitehead told the New Castle News in September 2023 that she hasn't set a goal on how long she wants to live but noted, "I'll live as long as the Lord lets me."
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            Elizabeth Bathory's replica dress is on display in the Draskovic museum in Cachtice, Slovakia, Sunday, Oct. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Bela Szandelszky)
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            A painting of Elizabeth Bathory is seen in the Draskovic museum in Cachtice, Slovakia, Sunday, Oct. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Bela Szandelszky)
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            A screen showing an actress reenacting Elizabeth Bathory in the Draskovic museum in Cachtice, Slovakia, Sunday, Oct. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Bela Szandelszky)
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            A screen showing an actress reenacting Elizabeth Bathory in the Draskovic museum in Cachtice, Slovakia, Sunday, Oct. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Bela Szandelszky)
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            People walk around the ruins of the former Bathory castle near Cachtice, Slovakia, Sunday, Oct. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Bela Szandelszky)
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            People walk towards the ruins of the former Bathory castle near Cachtice, Slovakia, Sunday, Oct. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Bela Szandelszky)
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            People walk around the ruins of the former Bathory castle near Cachtice, Slovakia, Sunday, Oct. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Bela Szandelszky)
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            People walk around the ruins of the former Bathory castle near Cachtice, Slovakia, Sunday, Oct. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Bela Szandelszky)
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            People walk near the ruins of the former Bathory castle near Cachtice, Slovakia, Sunday, Oct. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Bela Szandelszky)
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            A screen showing an actress reenacting Elizabeth Bathory in the Draskovic museum in Cachtice, Slovakia, Sunday, Oct. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Bela Szandelszky)
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            A screen showing an actress reenacting Elizabeth Bathory in the Draskovic museum in Cachtice, Slovakia, Sunday, Oct. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Bela Szandelszky)
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            People walk around the ruins of the former Bathory castle near Cachtice, Slovakia, Sunday, Oct. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Bela Szandelszky)
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            People walk around the ruins of the former Bathory castle near Cachtice, Slovakia, Sunday, Oct. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Bela Szandelszky)
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                                        CACHTICE, Slovakia (AP) -- More than 400 years after her death, the truth about "the Blood Countess," a Hungarian noblewoman alleged to have been the most prolific female serial killer of all time, remains elusive. 
From her castle atop a rugged peak in what is today Cachtice in western Slovakia, Elizabeth Bathory was alleged to have tortured and killed up to 650 young women and girls, sparking gruesome legends that she delighted in bathing in the blood of her victims in the belief it would help her retain her youth. 
Rumors of Bathory's cruelty spread throughout the Kingdom of Hungary in the early 17th century, and after a royal inquiry, four of her servants were convicted of murder and brutally executed. The Blood Countess was arrested and confined to the walls of her castle until her death in 1614.
Bathory's macabre story has captivated imaginations, and invited speculation, for centuries, spawning books, films, television series and local legends. But some researchers have cast doubt on whether she was truly responsible for the alleged savagery and suggest that as a wealthy and powerful woman in late Renaissance Europe, she herself may have been the victim.

    


"Was Bathory a serial killer who was tormenting and torturing 650 young women for nothing more than her pleasure?" asked Annouchka Bayley, a British author and academic who recently published a novel about the wealthy countess. "I'm very convinced that it is, as we put it in England, a stitch-up job." 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Bayley, author of "The Blood Countess" and associate professor of arts and creativities at Cambridge University, says the popular narrative of Bathory as a serial killer relies on a "woman as monster" trope that is not supported by the available evidence. 
Instead of a murderer, she argues, Bathory may have been a subversive figure who was a threat to the kingdom's power structure, especially given evidence that she taught many young women to read and may have owned a printing press -- radical acts during the period in which she lived.

    


"You have to remember, these are the years of the Reformation and the Counter-Reformation where people were being burned at the stake for their heretical beliefs. The printing presses, which had started flourishing across Europe, were giving people much wider access to information, and this was seen as very dangerous," Bayley said. 
"There's enough for me to go, whoa, hold on a minute. Let's just pause here and investigate."
Bathory, born into an aristocratic family in 1560, married a wealthy Hungarian nobleman, Ferenc Nadasdy, in 1575, and the couple controlled major wealth and lands across the kingdom. Nadasdy was a prominent soldier and key figure in wresting back control of numerous Hungarian lands that had been occupied by the Ottoman Empire. 
But after Nadasdy's sudden death in 1604, Bathory inherited his lands and wealth and commanded a "Jeff Bezos-style huge fortune," according to Bayley. 
It was that fortune and position of power that Bayley and other scholars have pointed to as a potential motive for other powerful figures of the time to seek to destroy Bathory and seize her wealth. 

    


Bathory's refusal to remarry following her husband's death, and her activities in educating young women "would send alarm bells ringing of anyone in power," Bayley said.
Skepticism over Bathory's guilt is not limited to academia -- the question can still be polarizing in the Slovakian village of Cachtice where the atrocities were said to have taken place. Uncertainty over where Bathory is buried has also bred speculation. She is thought to be interred in a crypt beneath the local church, but there have been rumors that her body was later moved, and the church has not allowed an excavation. 
A local museum dedicated to the countess in Cachtice, and groups of tourists and villagers who ascend the rocky hills to the castle above the town are testaments to the power her legend still holds over the region.
But Ivan Pisca, a local farmer, said the power of Bathory's story may be waning as generations come and go. 

    


"There are legends about Elizabeth Bathory, relatively bloodthirsty ones about the young girls she tortured and then killed," he said. "Older people believe these tales, but the younger people may know a little less about them."
Bayley believes that popular culture throughout the centuries has held an undue fascination with the most gruesome and violent narratives, and that history has often stigmatized powerful women.
With a "counter-narrative" of Bathory's story, she said, she hopes to provide a measure of justice for her and all others that history may have unfairly condemned. 

"She deserves better, we all deserve better," Bayley said. "Is justice for Bathory 500 years later, 'She didn't do it'? Or is justice for Bathory actually the undoing of the monster trope for all women and for all men?"
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                                        MINDEN, La. (AP) -- A small explosion Wednesday at a Louisiana plant that makes black powder is under investigation.
No injuries were reported at Goex Industries LLC and all of its employees were evacuated shortly after the 7 a.m. blast, according to multiple media outlets. Estes Energetics is the parent company of Goex, which is located at Camp Minden, a Louisiana National Guard training site about 27 miles (43 kilometers) east of Shreveport, near the city of Minden in north Louisiana.
The Webster Parish Sheriff's Office confirmed the explosion and said Louisiana State Police are now in charge of the investigation.
"Currently, there is no indication of any threat to public safety, and the incident has been contained within the perimeter of the facility," state police said in a statement.
The agency said further details would be released as they become available.

    


An email was sent to Goex Industries on Wednesday seeking information about what might have caused the blast.

Goex manufactures black powder, also known as gunpowder, used for sporting applications such as civil war re-enactments and flint lock firearms. It is the only U.S. manufacturer of the explosive material, according to its website. 
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