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Flash Floods in Spain Leave at Least 95 Dead

About 1,000 soldiers from emergency response units deployed to the affected areas, and the death toll was expected to rise after one of the worst natural disasters to hit the country in recent years.

Video: Rescue Operations Underway as Flash Floods Kill Dozens in Spain

More than 1,000 soldiers from an emergency response team were deployed, and officials said that many more residents were waiting for help, after more than a month's worth of rain fell in less than 24 hours in some areas across southern and eastern Spain.


By Jose Bautista, Isabella Kwai and Emma Bubola
Jose Bautista reported from Madrid and Emma Bubola from Valencia, Spain.


Oct 30, 2024 at 09:02 AM

At least 95 people have died and others were missing after devastating flash floods hit eastern Spain, according to the local authorities, in one of the worst natural disasters to hit the country in recent years.

The catastrophic floods, fueled by an unrelenting deluge that began on Monday, washed away cars, inundated homes and knocked out power across eastern Spain. Rescuers waded through neck-high waters to reach some residents.

"It was the worst moment of my life," said Nuria Molio, 51, who was driving home from Valencia to a nearby village with her father, 84, when her car filled with water. 

The civil protection had to extract her father from the car with a rope so he wouldn't be swept away by the thick muddy current. Like many others, members of the family were now sleeping in a shelter in Valencia, as bridges and roads to their hometowns were destroyed by the floods. 

In the town of Chiva in the eastern Valencia region, practically a year's worth of rain fell over eight hours, Spain's meteorological agency said on Wednesday, illustrating the ferocity of the storm. Other areas across the south and east saw more than a month's worth of rain in less than 24 hours.

The severity of the disaster became more apparent on Wednesday as the regional authorities confirmed that most of the people who had died were in the Valencia region, where the storm battered cities, villages and towns along the mountainous coastline. 


Others died in the neighboring province of Castile-La Mancha, where at least five other people were missing in the municipality of Albacete, local officials said. It was the deadliest flooding disaster in Spain since 1996, when floodwaters in the Pyrenees swept away a campground, killing more than 80 people.

More remain missing, but the authorities in Valencia said that they could not give an exact figure. A phone line was set up to report missing people, they added, and residents were urged not to travel in the area. The death toll, officials said, was expected to rise.

Flooding also swept the region of Andalusia in southern Spain, which includes the cities of Seville and Malaga. The region received four times the amount of rain typical for October in a single day, Spain's weather agency said.

Damage from floodwaters at an industrial complex near the city of Valencia, Spain. Miguel Angel Polo/EPA, via Shutterstock


More than 1,000 soldiers from an emergency response team were sent to respond to the disaster, officials said, sharing videos of some people being airlifted from flooded areas into helicopters or waiting on rooftops.

"It's been a disaster," said Enrique Platero, a resident of Utiel, near Valencia, to the Spanish broadcaster RTVE. He said there had been no warning about the storm's dangers. "It took us by surprise," he said, turning away during the interview as tears came to his eyes.

Widespread areas appeared almost entirely submerged, and dozens of cars piled up in the flooding's aftermath, according to footage released by the Civil Guard. 

Some buildings were reduced to sodden rubble.

The damage to roads and bridges left rescuers struggling to reach some areas, officials said on Wednesday. Some towns were still cut off by the storm, with local officials describing grim scenes as the death toll climbed. Fears were also rising for the condition of people missing.

"At the moment, we have a very negative outlook for those that remain missing, although of course we retain hope," said Emiliano Garcia-Page, head of the Castile-La Mancha region, to reporters on Wednesday.

"The town of Paiporta is cut off; nothing works," said Maribel Albalat, Paiporta's mayor, where dozens of people died, to the Actualidad Valencia, a local newspaper. "People are organizing themselves but there is no communication."

The overflowing ravines and strong winds also damaged infrastructure supplying telecommunications and power in the region. About 155,000 customers were left without power, according to Iberdrola, an energy provider in Valencia, adding that workers were encountering difficulties in restoring service.

"It has been something out of the ordinary," said Ricardo Gabaldon, the mayor of Utiel to RTVE, adding that helicopters and boats had been reaching stranded residents all afternoon. "The material damage is incalculable, but what worries us is the personal damage."

Destruction in a neighborhood of Valencia on Wednesday. Ruben Fenollosa/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Highways leading to the region's capital, also named Valencia, were littered with debris and covered with mud, according to footage from local media, and the subway was flooded. Regional trains on Wednesday were halted, and schools were closed in several places.

The Spanish Parliament on Wednesday held a minute of silence to mourn the victims. Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez vowed in an address to help the flood-struck regions recover. "Together we are going to rebuild your streets, your squares, your bridges," he said from Madrid. "All Spain cries with you," he added.

The deluge is not yet over: More rain was expected on Wednesday, with Spain's meteorological agency raising an emergency alert for the Valencia region to the highest level. A popular tourist destination, Valencia is also known for being a key agricultural producer, and grows citrus and other fruits and vegetables.

One union representing young farmers in the region, the Valencia branch of ASAJA, said that while it was too early to assess the floods' economic impact on agriculture and livestock, it predicted that thousands of hectares of citrus, persimmons, vegetables, vines and other crops would lose their harvest this season.

Some areas recorded "historic accumulations of water," the union said, and the force of the water in inland areas uprooted thousands of vines and other crops that had just gone through one of the driest years in history. Other farms nearer to the coast were also flooded, the union said.

Damage following flooding in a Valencia suburb on Wednesday. More rain is expected, with Spain's meteorological agency raising an emergency alert for the region to the highest level. Biel Alino/EPA, via Shutterstock


Though storms are typical during the fall in Spain, local residents were shocked at the sheer amount of rain: more than 70 gallons per square yard in some villages. In the village of Chiva, more than 100 gallons per square yard of rain fell in eight hours, practically a year's worth, Spain's meteorological agency said.

The agency added that it expected some 40 gallons per square yard of rain before 6 p.m. local time on Wednesday over parts of Valencia, Andalusia and Murcia. The storm was moving toward the north and northwest of Spain, with rain expected to continue until at least Thursday.

Flooding is a complex phenomenon and while linking climate change to a single flood event requires extensive scientific analysis, scientists have said that climate change is causing heavier rainfall in many storms. Warmer atmosphere holds, and releases, more water.

Meteorologists have said that the rainfall in Spain is most likely the result of a sudden "cold drop," known in Spanish as a "gota fria." That happens when cold air moves over the warm waters of the Mediterranean Sea, allowing the hotter, moist air at the surface to rise quickly and producing giant rain clouds. Then, the storm system pushes these moisture-rich clouds over land.

The Mediterranean is also getting hotter, which is making such rainfalls more violent and more frequent. In August, the sea hit its highest recorded temperature.

The record rainfall that led to devastating floods in Belgium and Germany in the summer of 2021 was made much more likely by global warming, scientists have determined.

Rescue efforts in Valencia. Though storms are typical during the fall in Spain, residents were shocked at the sheer amount of rain in the latest deluge. Alberto Saiz/Associated Press


Mark A. Walsh contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/30/world/europe/spain-floods-valencia.html



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Elon Musk's SpaceX, Already a Leader in Satellites, Gets Into the Spy Game

The Pentagon needs what the company offers to compete with China even as it frets over its potential for dominance and the billionaire's global interests.

A SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket carrying a spy satellite launching from Vandenberg Space Force Base in Lompoc, Calif., in 2022. Patrick T. Fallon/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Eric Lipton
Reporting from Washington


Oct 30, 2024 at 02:14 PM

The breakthrough came last month, about 600 miles above Earth.

For the first time, the Pentagon's Space Development Agency used lasers to more securely transmit data at light speed between military satellites, making it easier to track enemy missiles and if necessary shoot them down.

It was a milestone not only for the Pentagon. This was a defining moment for a certain up-and-coming military contractor that had built key parts of this new system: Elon Musk's SpaceX.

SpaceX over the last year started to move in a big way into the business of building military and spy satellites, an industry that has long been dominated by major contractors like Raytheon and Northrop Grumman as well as smaller players like York Space Systems.

This shift comes as the Pentagon and U.S. spy agencies are preparing to spend billions of dollars to build a series of new constellations of low-earth-orbit satellites, much of it in response to recent moves by China to build its own space-based military systems.

SpaceX is poised to capitalize on that, generating a new wave of questions inside the federal government about the company's growing dominance as a military space contractor and Mr. Musk's extensive business operations in China and his relations with foreign government leaders, possibly including President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia. 

Mr. Musk is also unpredictable in a sector in which security is often perceived to be synonymous with predictability. He chafes at many of the processes and rules of government, saying they hold back progress, and wants to make his own calls.

Elon Musk is unpredictable in a sector in which security is perceived as synonymous with predictability. Graham Dickie/The New York Times


"The complication is that you're incredibly dependent on a company that is privately held, meaning we have very little visibility into their finances," Todd Harrison, a former space industry executive who is now a senior fellow at the American Enterprise Institute, said. "And it is controlled by the richest man in the world, who has gotten heavily involved in the politics and heavily involved with some foreign leaders who are adversaries of the United States."

Mr. Musk's company has already proven itself a category killer of sorts in two other chunks of the rapidly growing commercial space industry: satellite launches, through its Falcon 9 rocket family; and communications, through its Starlink system, which has more than 6,400 satellites in space and already communicates using lasers. This latest move involves selling the federal government what are called satellite buses, the satellite bodies without their internal components.

This new line of business brings Mr. Musk's company into an even more sensitive area of military operations, as SpaceX-built equipment is now integrated directly into spy agencies and military networks that defend the United States against missile attacks and allow the military to monitor enemy forces and equipment on the ground.

The Space Development Agency contract, so far, is relatively small: $149 million for the four SpaceX satellites used to test the new system. But the agency has just started the competition for the next stage of the system.

"We are going to do this with hundreds and hundreds of satellites," said Derek Tournear, director of the Space Development Agency, at a SatNews conference in California last week. "We're going to get these new capabilities in the hands of the war fighter."

But this new military work comes as Mr. Musk has increasingly embraced and circulated conspiracy theories in the name of partisan politics -- and is actively campaigning on behalf of former President Donald. J. Trump -- in contrast to the military and spy sectors, which have traditionally leaned conservative but value decorum.

"Elon Musk appears to be very self-interested and that is something that we have to really pay attention to and be worried about," said Representative Adam Smith, Democrat of Washington, the ranking member of the House Armed Services Committee.

Mr. Musk and representatives from SpaceX did not respond to requests for comment.

For the Defense Department, it is a matter of conflicting imperatives, several senior Pentagon officials said in interviews.

As China has moved rapidly in recent years to build up its presence in space, which will allow it to closely monitor the movement of U.S. warships and troops and potentially to disable American satellites, the Pentagon has intensified its effort to radically revamp its own such networks.

SpaceX has proved itself to be a fast, reliable and relatively cheap supplier of many of the tools the military and spy agencies need, answering the call from the Defense Department to provide what it calls "innovation at the speed of threat."

But three Pentagon officials said there was growing concern that the federal government might be unintentionally subsidizing the creation of a vertically integrated monopoly -- a business that controls the entire supply chain of an industry -- making it increasingly difficult for other companies to enter this fast-growing market. The officials spoke with The New York Times on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to comment on the matter.

For example, the Pentagon committed funding to SpaceX as it was developing the next-generation satellite bus that it will use on its Starlink satellite system. These advanced satellite buses are being used by the National Reconnaissance Office to build its new spy satellite network, which had its fourth launch on a SpaceX rocket last week. That contract is worth $1.8 billion, as was first reported by Reuters.

Put more simply, SpaceX is building hundreds of the satellites for the spy agency and then putting them into orbit on its own rocket.

800-Pound Gorilla

SpaceX competitors said that Mr. Musk deserves credit for the many innovations that have significantly cut the cost of getting to orbit, effectively creating a modern commercial space industry that the company now dominates.

"We can all fling arrows at SpaceX for being the 800-pound gorilla," said Adam Spice, the chief financial officer of Rocket Lab, one of SpaceX's launch competitors, also speaking at the conference last week in California. "But they kind of earned their way into that, right, I mean through execution."

A series of recent moves by the Pentagon illustrates the reach SpaceX now has as a military contractor.

A year ago, the Space Force, which oversees most of the Pentagon's efforts in orbit, opened bids using a new pathway for rocket launch companies to get a piece of its business. It was meant to encourage growth among smaller, emerging companies that might offer SpaceX some competition. Space Force said it would give out $5.6 billion in launch contracts through 2029.

But when Space Force this month disclosed the first batch of these task orders, all nine of them, worth $733.6 million, had gone to SpaceX. In explaining the choice, Space Force officials noted that it was the only company with a rocket ready to handle its payloads. They added that other companies including Jeff Bezos's Blue Origin could compete in future rounds.

All nine of Space Force's first new contracts, worth $733.6 million, went to SpaceX. Meridith Kohut for The New York Times


Within the last year, Space Force also agreed to buy up to $900 million worth of communications services over the coming decade from companies that have satellites in low-earth orbit, including SpaceX and 15 other vendors.

Once again, SpaceX was there to reap the rewards.

Within the first year of this deal, more than $500 million in spending commitments were made -- much faster than expected -- with the "vast majority" of that money going to SpaceX, Clare Hopper, chief of the Space Force's Commercial Satellite Communications Office, said in an interview.

The agency responded by increasing the cap on the contract value to $13 billion.

The new line of business is the satellite bus itself, which is the spacecraft that carries sensors and other equipment that do the surveillance or targeting work, providing power to this equipment and maneuvering the satellite to keep it at the right orbit. Other vendors typically manufacture the sensors that are placed inside the SpaceX satellites and sold to the Pentagon.

SpaceX generally no longer owns these military satellites once they are deployed, and access to data they gather is tightly controlled by the government. But the company does at times play a role in the operation of the satellites themselves, Pentagon officials said. 

Monopoly Risk

The Defense Department recognizes the risks of relying too much on a single vendor.

"The emergence of vendor lock, or dependence upon a sole vendor, has the potential to negate the strengths of the market by stifling innovation and inflating prices," a Defense Science Board report issued this year on the commercial space industry concluded. "This can culminate in a de facto monopoly, cementing a stagnant and wasteful anticompetitive paradigm."

When SpaceX's Falcon 9 rockets were briefly taken out of service on three occasions this year by the Federal Aviation Administration as a result of minor mishaps, it meant that during those periods the Pentagon had almost no way to get medium or large payloads to space. (Its other approved vendor, United Launch Alliance, was until recently still testing its own new rocket.)

"To have a large launch family down, and kind of a pause on launches, it's definitely not a good feeling," said Richard Kniseley, the head of the Space Force's Commercial Space Office.

Mr. Tournear, director of the Space Development Agency, and Troy Meink, deputy director of the National Reconnaissance Office, both said this month that they see signs of growing strength and diversity in the commercial satellite marketplace.

SpaceX's Starship during a flight in Boca Chica, Texas, this month. Kaylee Greenlee Beal/Reuters


The National Reconnaissance Office "is working with a much broader set of industry partners than really any time in our history, large and small companies," Mr. Meink said.

But others said SpaceX now had such a large scale and role in so many key aspects of the space industry, it would often translate into a major advantage over other bidders.

"There isn't a launch or a spacecraft competition that SpaceX can't walk into and completely warp and run the table," said Mandy Vaughn, chief executive at GXO, a space-industry consulting firm, and member of the Defense Science Board. "And that's a problem."

Mr. Musk's operations around the world also raise concerns.

Pentagon officials said they most frequently engage with Gwynne Shotwell, SpaceX's chief operating officer, not Mr. Musk, and have been told by SpaceX employees that they attempt to wall off Mr. Musk from highly classified details of the military and spy agency contracts. (A Pentagon official declined to address if Mr. Musk has a security clearance.)

But the worries persist, including at NASA, which has awarded SpaceX $4.4 billion in contracts to use its new Starship rocket for two rides to land astronauts on the moon. This rocket, the largest ever built, will be used to launch even bigger satellites and also reduce the cost of fights to orbit, most likely giving SpaceX greater dominance in the market.

Bill Nelson, the NASA administrator, said late last week at a Semafor conference in Washington that the government should investigate whether Mr. Musk has had contact with Mr. Putin.

"If the story is true that there have been multiple conversations between Elon Musk and the president of Russia, then I think that would be concerning," Mr. Nelson said, "particularly for NASA, for the Department of Defense, for some of the intelligence agencies."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/30/us/politics/spacex-spy-satellites-elon-musk.html
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At Dueling Rallies, Harris Stresses Unity as Trump Attacks Biden's 'Garbage' Remark

In three battleground states, Kamala Harris geared her message toward moderate Republicans and independents, while Donald J. Trump accused Democrats of demonizing him and his supporters.

Former President Donald J. Trump spoke at a rally on Wednesday in Rocky Mount, N.C., just 50 miles away from a rally held by Vice President Kamala Harris in Raleigh. Doug Mills/The New York Times



By Nicholas Nehamas, Reid J. Epstein, Jonathan Swan and Eduardo Medina
Nicholas Nehamas reported from Wisconsin, Reid J. Epstein from Pennsylvania, Jonathan Swan from North Carolina and Wisconsin, and Eduardo Medina from North Carolina.


Oct 30, 2024 at 03:13 PM

With six days left in the 2024 presidential race, Vice President Kamala Harris and former President Donald J. Trump hopscotched the battleground states on Wednesday as they sought to wring support from an electorate already in the full throes of early voting.

Their trips provided a clash of imagery and messaging that has defined the final sprint of their razor-thin race for the White House.

Across three states, Ms. Harris offered a message of unity and pledged to be "a president for all Americans." In North Carolina, she was introduced by a woman who had voted for Mr. Trump in 2016. "Unlike Donald Trump, I don't believe people who disagree with me are the enemy from within," Ms. Harris later told a crowd of thousands in Harrisburg, Pa. "He wants to put them in jail. I'll give them a seat at the table."

Mr. Trump delivered a portrait of a nation under siege by sinister forces that only he could conquer. He sought especially to amplify a muddled remark from President Biden in which he appeared to call Mr. Trump's supporters "garbage." In the kind of attention-grabbing stunt he has long favored, Mr. Trump held a news conference in Wisconsin sitting in a Trump-branded garbage truck -- and even took the stage for his evening rally near Green Bay wearing an orange garbage collector's reflector vest and a tie underneath.

"I have to begin by saying, 250 million Americans are not garbage," Mr. Trump said at the start of the rally, wildly overstating the number of people who support him.

Both candidates began their day with rallies in North Carolina and ended it with events in Wisconsin, with Ms. Harris adding a stop in between in Pennsylvania, a signal about which states remain most competitive as Election Day nears.

They also brought along celebrities who spoke to their respective cultural appeals. In Wisconsin, Mr. Trump was accompanied by Brett Favre, the former Green Bay Packers quarterback who retired after the 2010 season. Ms. Harris held her final rally of the day in Madison, Wis., with the singer-songwriter Gracie Abrams and the hipster folk band Mumford & Sons, among others, opening for her.

In what may be this election's closest thing to an "October surprise," a comedian's racist jokes about Puerto Rico at a Trump rally on Sunday have been reshuffling the messaging from each campaign. Prominent Puerto Rican stars like Jennifer Lopez and Bad Bunny quickly expressed support for Ms. Harris. And Mr. Trump lost his endorsement from the reggaeton star Nicky Jam.

In a sign of how much the controversy may have broken through to the public, Google searches on Monday for the name of the comedian, Tony Hinchcliffe, surpassed those for Taylor Swift, one of the world's most famous musicians.

Mr. Hinchcliffe had made a joke onstage on Sunday that disparaged Puerto Rico as a "floating island of garbage." Mr. Biden tried to denounce that racist language in a video call with Hispanic supporters on Tuesday night. But he garbled his words, saying: "The only garbage I see floating out there is his supporters -- his, his demonization of Latinos is unconscionable, and it's un-American."

The White House and Mr. Biden later said he was describing the racist language as "garbage," not Trump supporters.

Mr. Trump unleashed a torrent of criticism, joined by his allies. His campaign quickly tried to tie Mr. Biden's comments to Hillary Clinton calling some Trump supporters "deplorables" in 2016 and sent out fund-raising messages referring to the controversy.

Mr. Trump has repeatedly demonized Democrats, describing them at times as "the enemy within," "communists," "these lunatics" and "radical left thugs that live like vermin within the confines of our country."

But on Wednesday at two rallies in Rocky Mount, N.C., and Ashwaubenon, Wis., he insisted that it was the rhetoric from the Democratic side that was the problem. "For the past nine years, Kamala and her party have called us racists, bigots, fascists, deplorables, irredeemables, Nazis and they've called me Hitler," Mr. Trump said in Rocky Mount, adding, "They've demonized us and censored us."

He said Mr. Biden, Ms. Harris and her running mate, Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota, had demeaned his supporters, telling the audience that "you can't be president if you hate the American people, and there's a lot of hatred there."

The vice president made no reference to Mr. Biden's remarks at her three rallies on Wednesday. But earlier in the day, she sought to separate herself from the controversy when she spoke with reporters.

"Let me be clear: I strongly disagree with any criticism of people based on who they vote for," she told reporters as she prepared to board Air Force Two outside Washington, although she pointed out that Mr. Biden had "clarified his comments."

Ms. Harris has been pressed to distance herself more broadly from Mr. Biden, an unpopular incumbent who is also her boss, putting her in a difficult position. Her campaign has resisted having them appear together on the trail. Mr. Biden is seen as an undisciplined communicator, and his comments on Tuesday undercut a speech Ms. Harris delivered that same night in which she made unity a major theme.

In her Raleigh speech, Ms. Harris emphasized a message of unity as her campaign reaches out to moderates and independents. Kenny Holston/The New York Times


On "The Rickey Smiley Morning Show" on Wednesday, Mr. Walz tried to go on the offensive, denouncing the rhetoric used against Puerto Ricans at the Trump rally in New York. "That is the exact opposite of what people are hungry for," he said.

Polls in the battleground states show a race that is virtually tied, as is true in the nation as a whole.

Across the seven battleground states, about 36 percent of registered voters have already cast ballots, according to early voting data reviewed by The New York Times. The early voting rates vary wildly by state. More than half of North Carolina's voters have cast ballots, but just 19 percent of Pennsylvania's have done so, reflecting cultural voting patterns and ease of voting.

The early-voting rates are helping determine where the campaigns hold rallies in the final days of the race. In Wisconsin, Milwaukee County's early voting rate has lagged behind the rest of the state, prompting the Harris campaign to plan a Friday night event in Milwaukee with a to-be-announced musical act.

Mr. Trump's first stop on Wednesday was in Rocky Mount, an impoverished section of northeastern North Carolina, where Barack Obama energized Black voters on his way to winning the state in 2008, the last Democratic presidential nominee to do so.

On the road to the rally, Mr. Trump saw a very different scene from the one that greeted him on Tuesday in the Philadelphia suburb of Drexel Hill, Pa., where people wearing Trump gear lined the streets, cheering him and waving giant flags bearing his name.

In Rocky Mount, as Mr. Trump's motorcade drove by, young African American residents stood on their front lawns in front of small houses. Some silently filmed the procession; one man stood on his porch and raised his middle finger.

But the arena, the Rocky Mount Event Center, which seats up to 4,000 people, was filled near to capacity with mostly white Trump fans.

Jazmine Ulloa contributed reporting from Charlotte, N.C., and Katie Rogers from Washington.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/30/us/politics/harris-biden-garbage-trump-supporters.html
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news analysis


How Trump Exploits Divisions Among Black and Latino Voters

Donald J. Trump's anti-immigrant message is exposing longstanding tensions and challenging Democrats' hopes for solidarity.

Former President Donald J. Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden in New York on Sunday. Kenny Holston/The New York Times



By Jennifer Medina



Oct 29, 2024 at 07:17 PM

In the Democratic imagination, "people of color" is a unifying term, a label for a durable coalition of Black and Latino voters, as well as Asian Americans, Arab Americans and Native Americans.

Donald J. Trump is showing just how imaginary that unity might be.

For months, the Trump campaign and its allies have effectively exploited divisions and bigotry within minority communities, pitting them against immigrants and each other.

Mr. Trump's social media posts warn Black and Latino voters that immigrants are coming for their jobs. His promises to save cities that have been "invaded and conquered" are a feature of his rallies, including Sunday's in New York, a city where politicians have long stoked racial divisions to win elections.

In many ways, these appeals to Black and Latino voters are not markedly different than those aimed at white voters: Your problems can be blamed on illegal immigration. Lack of affordable housing? Stagnant wages? Struggling schools? Urban crime? Mass deportation is a single, seemingly simple, solution, the argument goes.

The us-versus-them framing has long characterized political alliances, across the ideological spectrum. But Mr. Trump has been far more direct than any recent presidential candidate in inviting Black and Latino voters to be part of the "us," so long as they acknowledge that there is a "them."

In one of the Trump campaign's most widely broadcast Spanish-language television ads, attacking Ms. Harris for her support of transgender medical care for immigrants, it closes with "Kamala Harris is with them. President Trump is with us."

At the Trump rally at Madison Square Garden on Sunday, a lineup of Trump campaign surrogates unleashed the most plainly anti-immigrant, racist remarks of the campaign -- notably while speaking to a crowd that was more racially diverse than most of Mr. Trump's rallies.

Tucker Carlson, the conservative pundit, called Ms. Harris, who is Black and Indian American, "the first Samoan-Malaysian, low IQ former California prosecutor." Stephen Miller, a Trump policy adviser, said "America is for Americans and Americans only," a version of a slogan used by the Ku Klux Klan.

Whether this all draws in more Black and Latino voters than it repels is a question only the election itself will answer. The Trump campaign did distance him from the remarks of one speaker, a comedian who called the U.S. territory of Puerto Rico a "floating island of garbage."

But the campaign has attracted an increasing number of Black and Latino voters even as it has used incendiary and at times racist language.

Tony Hinchcliffe, a comedian, referred to Puerto Rico as a "floating island of garbage" during Mr. Trump's rally at Madison Square Garden. Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times


Mr. Trump's campaign has exploited political divisions within minority communities to garner support. Kenny Holston/The New York Times


"Kamala's support is collapsing with Black voters," Mr. Trump wrote on Truth Social last week, claiming without evidence that "their cities are being used as illegal alien dumping grounds."

The post went on to warn that if Ms. Harris wins, "The Black community loses its political power forever because their neighborhoods will all be majority migrant."

He has frequently repeated the unsupported claim that immigrants are taking jobs away from Black and Hispanic people and that migrants are "devastating for the Black and Hispanic patriots of our nation."

"Kamala is killing Black and Hispanic heritage, she is killing their legacy and their rights," he recently wrote, in all caps, on his platform.

The strategy is strikingly similar to the one he has employed to attract white, working-class voters, tapping into their fears that another group is getting ahead unfairly. And it plays on a reality that many Black and Latino activists have privately acknowledged for years: The presumed solidarity between both groups is fragile and may be splintering again.

For decades, liberal political leaders have nurtured the theory that minority groups of all sorts would band together in the name of civil rights. Political scientists have advanced the notion of a "linked fate" -- the idea that an individual's well-being is linked to the group's, as a whole.

But tensions have always been there, particularly in urban politics, where Black and Latino politicians have battled over power and dominance.

The Rev. Al Sharpton, the Democratic activist who tussled with Mr. Trump for years in New York City, said that tensions between Latino and Black communities stretch back decades.

"These were two groups that have been denied rights that were then competing on who was going to get their grievances dealt with first, rather than understanding if we were united, we could get all of our grievances addressed," he said.

Much of the former president's approach relies on the lessons he learned in New York over decades, Mr. Sharpton said.

"He knows how to play into the divide because New York politics was a laboratory to national politics," Mr. Sharpton said. "You had to drive a wedge. He knew there was enough bias in the Black community to use the Mexican border issue, and he knew there was enough bias in some of the Latino community to say, you don't want to be like the Blacks."

Rev. Al Sharpton, in a blue suit with a yellow tie, at a campaign stop where Vice President Kamala Harris spoke at Divine Faith Ministries International, in Jonesboro, Ga. Erin Schaff/The New York Times


Jennese Torres, who is Puerto Rican, held the flag up on her phone during a rally for Ms. Harris, one day after Mr. Trump's rally at Madison Square Garden. Ruth Fremson/The New York Times


In a New York Times/Siena Poll earlier this month, just a third of Hispanic registered voters said they feel Mr. Trump is talking about them when he talks about problems with immigration. Roughly one in five Black voters said that "obstacles that once made it harder for Black people to get ahead are now largely gone."

The poll also found that 40 percent of Black voters support mass deportation of immigrants living in the United States illegally, double the 20 percent who say they plan to vote for Mr. Trump.

Democrats who assumed that such policies would turn all Latino voters off appear to have been mistaken.

"The notion is that even if they are not speaking about me directly, they are in some sense," said Daniel HoSang, a professor at Yale who has studied and written extensively about the rise of right-wing political attitudes among minority groups. "But now there's lots of evidence that is not necessarily the same framework everybody is using. It doesn't seem to be happening at this point."

As the response to Sunday's comments made clear, there are still large shares of Latino voters who are offended by attacks from Mr. Trump and his allies.

While Mr. Trump has relied primarily on attacks on immigrants during this year's campaign, the 2020 campaign also included frequent references to the Black Lives Matter protests. In that election he saw a dramatic increase of support from Hispanic voters, many who blame Democrats for ignoring their concerns.

"It's obvious what's been going on over the years -- they're not doing nothing for us. Everything they do is for the Blacks and the white people, and that's it," said George Rodriguez, 57, who lives in Las Vegas and plans to vote for Mr. Trump again this year. "It's a Black and white world and we're not OK with that."

For months, the Trump campaign has courted Latino voters by emphasizing their American identity. And polling shows that Trump supporters are far less likely than Harris supporters to say that being Hispanic or Black is important to their personal identity.

Ian Haney Lopez, a law professor who writes about racial politics and has worked with Democratic strategists, said that for many voters "the nagging anxiety that they are not respected in this society makes them especially susceptible to a politician who flatters them as among the good people." In the Trump campaign's telling, Hispanic and Black Trump supporters are enlightened and independent because they are breaking with the longstanding majority support for Democrats.

"Trump repeatedly warns voters that they are good people beset by bad people, and that his supporters are among the good ones while his opponents are nothing short of evil," said Mr. Lopez, a professor at the University of California, Berkeley School of Law. "Many Americans -- of all races -- want to be among the good ones."

Jazmine Ulloa contributed reporting




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/29/us/politics/trump-black-latino-voters.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Ukrainians Tell of Brutal Russian Repression in Occupied Territories

Moscow is employing a variety of tactics, including torture and forced Russian citizenship, to try to obliterate Ukrainian identity, former detainees and human rights groups say.

Ukrainians at a registration center in Sumy, Ukraine, after arriving from Russian-occupied areas. Mauricio Lima for The New York Times



By Carlotta Gall and Oleksandr Chubko
A team of reporters worked for months in the Ukrainian cities of Kyiv, Sumy, Odesa and Kherson, interviewing dozens of people who had lived under Russian occupation as well as officials, prosecutors and human rights organizations.


Oct 30, 2024 at 09:39 AM

For months after the Russian military occupied his hometown in southern Ukraine, Yevheny made plans to leave. But each time, the 48-year-old lawyer said, he was thwarted, by warnings of gunfire on the roads and, once, when a hired driver disappeared.

Then came the Russian soldiers, who searched his house, hauled him off to a nearby village and cast him into a dark cellar where he would undergo a violent, weeklong interrogation.

Yevheny's harsh treatment is just one example of a colonialist repression Russia is enforcing across the Ukrainian territory it controls, a system comprising a gulag of more than 100 prisons, detention facilities, informal camps and basements that is reminiscent of the worst Soviet excesses.

Research by a team of reporters involving dozens of interviews with former detainees, human rights organizations and Ukrainian officials from the Office of the General Prosecutor, the intelligence service and ombudsmen, reveals a highly institutionalized, bureaucratic and frequently brutal system of repression run by Moscow to pacify an area of 40,000 square miles in Ukraine, roughly the size of Ohio.

The abuses almost always occur unseen and unheard by the outside world, as Russia-controlled areas are largely inaccessible to independent journalists and human rights investigators. But human rights organizations and Ukrainian prosecutors and government officials have managed to monitor the situation closely, drawing on accounts from civilians who are either still living there or who have found a way to leave.

The ultimate aim of Moscow's efforts, rights advocates said, is to extinguish Ukrainian identity through such tactics as propaganda, re-education, torture, forced Russian citizenship and sending children to live in Russia.

Billboards in Melitopol, Ukraine, this month dedicated to the anniversary of Russia's annexation of the surrounding Zaporizhzhia region. Reuters


Russia occupies roughly a fifth of Ukraine's territory, home to more than four million people, the United Nations says. The occupied territories include Crimea, forcibly annexed by Russia in 2014; parts of eastern Ukraine also seized in 2014; and a wide band of eastern and southern Ukraine conquered in 2022.

The fate of Ukrainians in these areas is one reason Ukraine's president, Volodymyr Zelensky, has said he would not accept a peace deal that would cede territory to Russia. "Ukraine does not trade its land, and does not abandon its people," he said at a conference on Crimea in Kyiv, the Ukrainian capital, in September.

In addition, the Russian forces are holding about 22,000 Ukrainians, roughly 8,000 of them prisoners of war and the rest civilians, many of them on dubious charges, according to human rights organizations and Ukrainian officials.

Ukrainians who have escaped Russian occupation said it was like living in a cage, where travel is restricted and many live in fear of arbitrary violence or detention. Information is controlled and inhabitants are subjected to relentless propaganda in the media, in schools and in the workplace.

For many trapped there, the Russian invasion of Ukraine in February 2022 happened so fast that they had little or no time to react, let alone escape. Some did not have the means or transport to leave, and some trusted that the war would be short and would pass them by.

At the time of the invasion, Yevheny, who, like others in this article, asked that only his first name be published for security reasons, was living by the sea in southern Ukraine. At first, he said in an interview earlier this year, Russian troops did not even enter his small coastal town.

But 10 months later, in December 2022, eight masked, uniformed men came looking for him. In the subsequent interrogation, he said, he was punched, beaten with a crowbar and subjected to water boarding and near suffocation with a plastic bag.

Yevheny, pictured in Kyiv, Ukraine's capital, was living in the south of the country when he was interrogated and tortured. Mauricio Lima for The New York Times


For six weeks after that beating he could not lie down, and he could only sleep sitting up in a chair. "My legs, my buttocks, everything from the waist down was black," he said. "All my limbs, all the muscles, were not working. The skin on my arms was all cracked."

It took him eight months to recover with the help of a local doctor, who told him he was not the only person to have been tortured in that basement, Yevheny said.

Rights organizations and Ukrainian officials working in the southern regions said they had collected many similar accounts. Yurii Sobolevsky, first deputy chairman of the Kherson Regional Council, said he personally knew of dozens of cases of enforced disappearances, detentions and beatings in the occupied part of his region.

The Kremlin has denied that its soldiers torture civilians.

When in April a local Ukrainian official warned Yevheny that the Russian military was planning to confiscate his house, he fled. "They wanted to detain me a second time," Yevheny said. "That's why I left."

He became part of an exodus that, earlier this year, numbered 50 to 100 people a day, including whole families who had abandoned their homes in occupied areas and traveled via Russia to cross into Ukraine-controlled territory. They crossed at the single functional border crossing between the two countries, near the city of Sumy in Ukraine's northeast.

The crossing was closed after Ukraine invaded Russian territory in August. But Ukrainians arriving this year said in interviews that they had left their homes because of the growing dangers in Russian-occupied areas.

Ukrainians arriving in Sumy in May, after fleeing occupied territories. Mauricio Lima for The New York Times


They described increased pressure to adopt Russian citizenship and threats to seize their properties after Russian officials called for the expulsion of Ukrainians who were not sympathetic to Moscow's rule. Others said they left because of shelling in frontline areas and the lack of utilities and medical care. Students were leaving to continue their educations in Ukraine, others to find work.

Some left for fear of the Russian occupiers' brutality.

Ukrainian prosecutors and a United Nations special rapporteur have documented hundreds of abuses occurring under Russian occupation from enforced disappearances, summary executions of civilians, unlawful detention, torture and sexual violence.

The first cases of torture of Ukrainians in detention emerged 10 years ago, when Moscow-backed separatists seized power in parts of the eastern provinces of Donetsk and Luhansk. Alice Jill Edwards, the U.N. special rapporteur on torture, said last year that torture and sexual assault by Russian soldiers of Ukrainian civilians and soldiers had reached a level of a systematic, state-endorsed policy.

Oleksandra Matviichuk, head of the Kyiv-based Center for Civil Liberties, which has documented human rights abuses since 2014 and was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2022, said, "There is a clear goal to this violence, this cruelty," noting that it was "a tactic of war, to keep the territorial occupation under their control."

Much of Russia's official activities, including the deportation of Ukrainian children and the seizure of property, are published on Russian government online sites. Procurement contracts available in the public domain reveal how occupied Ukrainian prisons and detention facilities have been renamed and integrated into the Russian detention system.

A rally in Kyiv in 2022 to protest a deadly Russian strike on a prisoner camp in Olenivka, eastern Ukraine. Laura Boushnak for The New York Times


The Media Initiative for Human Rights, a Ukrainian rights organization, has mapped more than 100 formal places of detention in the occupied territories and in Russia where Ukrainians are being held. Other groups, including the Ukrainian government's Coordination Headquarters for the Treatment of Prisoners of War, have collected information of abuses on a similar scale.

Yet there are many more unofficial places of detention and cases of people being abducted and later being found dead, Ms. Matviichuk said.

Oleksii, 43, a Ukrainian welder, was held in three separate places of detention in Donetsk in 2015. After a week of brutal beatings by different groups he was left for dead outside the city.

He told his story after crossing the border into Ukraine in April with his wife, Olena, 39, their five children and their dog, Czar.

Twice displaced in the last decade, they first fled occupied Donetsk in 2015. Oleksii sent the family ahead to live in a Ukraine-controlled region, but was detained by the local police before he could follow them.

He was held for a week, he said, repeatedly beaten into unconsciousness. But he remembers his last interrogator, a Russian with a red beard, who removed the hood covering from Oleksii's head and offered him a last wish. Oleksii asked for a call to his relatives and a cigarette. "He gave me a cigarette but no call," Oleksii said.

"Then he said, 'This is it.' He broke my fingers, broke my nose. Only two ribs were not broken," Oleksii added.

When he regained consciousness, Oleksii found himself in the half light of dawn or dusk, he could not tell which, in a sprawling field surrounded by dead and decaying bodies. "There were dozens of them," he said. "They had been there for a long time."

Oleksii, right, with two of his children at a dormitory for internally displaced people in Sumy in April. Mauricio Lima for The New York Times


Unable to walk, he began to crawl out of the dumping ground and surprised a woman collecting bottles in a wheelbarrow. She screamed and ran off but returned the next day with her husband and daughter. They took him to their home in the wheelbarrow and nursed him back to health. A week later, volunteers helped him escape to Ukrainian-held territory.

Oleksii and his family made a new home in a village in the Zaporizhzhia region, but during the invasion of February 2022, Russian troops took control of that area, too.

To avoid trouble, Oleksii barely went out of the house and made excuses to keep the children out of the Russian language school. When Ukrainian classes became available online, the children secretly began studying at home, with their mother, Olena, on the lookout.

"If the dog was barking, we would look out of the window in case someone was dropping by and would find the children online," she said.

In April, when Olena heard that the school's former principal and his wife had been detained and not been seen since, they decided to flee.

"It was no life," Olena said. "There was a constant fear that you would be taken away."

Yurii Shyvala contributed reporting from Sumy, and Stanislav Kozliuk from Kyiv.
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The World According to Kamala Harris

The rise of Kamala Harris, the tenacious child of high-achieving immigrants, is atypical. But her story is also distinctly American.




By Robert Draper
Reporting from San Francisco and Washington


Oct 26, 2024 at 05:17 PM

In Kamala Harris's closing argument at the Ellipse in Washington on Tuesday, she sought to cast herself in thoroughly relatable terms. "I've lived the promise of America," she said near the end of her speech, repeating the sentence twice more, as if trying to weave herself into the fiber of an electorate that has yet to understand her.

The candidate's self-description was factually accurate, but what it left out was far more revealing. From interviews with about 100 people currently or formerly associated with Ms. Harris, understanding the Democratic nominee for president requires taking her assertion "I've lived the promise of America" and breaking it into three parts.

First, she is the tenacious eldest child of supremely motivated, risk-taking immigrants: a mother who came from India with the ambition of curing breast cancer, and a Jamaican father who set his sights on shaping his country's modern economy.

Second, she is the offspring of scientists whose devotion to reason and methodology would guide her in her first career as a law-and-order, linear-minded prosecutor rather than an ideologue. "Fix it," she would say. Or, "Let's move on."

Third, she is the daughter of an Asian woman and a Black man -- a human Venn diagram "living in the intersections as a woman of color," said her friend Mini Timmaraju, the president and chief executive of Reproductive Freedom for All. From Ms. Harris's childhood in the Berkeley flatlands of California to her current position in the White House, she has lived with the awareness that her gender and racial background have made the world prone to prejudging her.

"It's not a new thing for her, being disrespected for reasons that have nothing to do with her actual capabilities," said Jill Louis, an attorney and friend of Ms. Harris since the two were sorority sisters at Howard University. "Does she talk about it? No. Because she's not a whiner."

Still, said Ms. Louis of her friend, "You learn to put those shields up early."

Vice President Kamala Harris has emphasized her middle-class roots. She dwells less on her experiences as a woman of color. Ruth Fremson/The New York Times


That armor has confounded even those who have known her for decades. One of them, the former San Francisco mayor Willie Brown, once Ms. Harris's political mentor and boyfriend, reflected on her in a recent interview. "She's still a mystery," he said. "Still a mystery. And she's going to keep it that way."

A Succession of Risks

From certain angles, Kamala Harris lives the life of a perfectly normal American woman.

She works out in the morning as penance for her sweet tooth. She dances to hip-hop and R&B, as she once did to Aretha Franklin's "Rock Steady" in the living room of her childhood home in Berkeley. She has a piercing, attenuated laugh that amuses her friends, even though one of them likes to ask her in mock exasperation, "Are you done yet?"

She is married to a man she calls Dougie who is fond of the band Rage Against the Machine. She goes to a Baptist church and has been known not to take calls when the San Francisco 49ers are playing. She is superstitious: When she ran for district attorney and attorney general in California, she always ate on Election Day at Delancey Street Restaurant, a San Francisco institution.

She can be emotionally inaccessible to some, particularly members of the media, while warming immediately to those who are vulnerable or grief-stricken. She is a spur-of-the-moment visitor at hospitals where friends or their loved ones lie dying. She gravitates toward the children of others, taking them aside to inquire about their school work and favorite teachers.

So yes, she is normal. But ordinary, no.

What Ms. Harris characterized in her acceptance speech as her "unexpected" journey to the precipice of the Oval Office becomes somewhat less so when considering her origins.

Her father, Donald Harris, a product of Jamaica's entrepreneurial class, immigrated to America in 1961 at the age of 22 to study economics at the University of California at Berkeley. Sixty years later, after becoming Stanford University's first Black professor of economics to achieve tenure, his role in the development of Jamaica's post-colonial economy would earn him that country's Order of Merit, a distinction that only 15 living individuals can possess.

After her parents separated when she was 5, Ms. Harris fixated on a single role model, her mother. Shyamala Gopalan Harris hailed from upper-crust Tamil Brahmin stock in what is now known as Chennai, India, and took her own journey to California at the age of 19 to become a biomedical scientist.

She would go on to receive grants from the National Institutes of Health for her pioneering work in the field of breast cancer research before dying of cancer herself in 2009. In November 2021, while attending the Paris Peace Forum, Vice President Harris visited the Institut Pasteur, where she met with a scientist who had collaborated with her mother on estrogen research four decades earlier.

Ms. Harris's parents, Shyamala Gopalan and Donald Harris. via Kamala Harris Campaign

Ms. Harris fixated on her mother as a role model after her parents separated. Kamala Harris campaign, via Associated Press


Ms. Harris is, in sum, a child of high achievers, raised in a household frequented by intellectuals and civil rights activists. Huey P. Newton, the founder of the Black Panther Party, was a familiar presence in her neighborhood. At the Black cultural center where her mother took Ms. Harris and her younger sister most Thursday evenings, legendary figures like James Baldwin, Nina Simone and Shirley Chisholm took the stage.

By the time she was 12, Ms. Harris had already visited Jamaica, India and Zambia and was attending school in Montreal, after her mother took a job at McGill University there. As difficult as such a transition would have been for any child, much less a girl of color thrust into an overwhelmingly white student body, she came out of it with passable French and a determination to "return home for college," as she later wrote.

"Home" turned out to be the prestigious historically Black university, Howard, the Washington, D.C.-based alma mater of one of her childhood heroes, Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall. At Howard, where she carried a briefcase to class and was on the school debate team, she struck her classmates as a preternaturally worldly young woman determined to forge her own path. "She always had her own style and was never a follower," said Stacey Johnson Batiste, a friend since kindergarten. "She's been wearing pearls as long as I can remember."

At what is today known as UC Law San Francisco, she was not a gifted student in the way her parents were, and was not viewed as "most likely to succeed," a distinction that fell to her classmate, J. Christopher Stevens, a future U.S. ambassador who was killed by militants in Benghazi, Libya. But she became president of the school's Black Law Students Association and organized a jobs fair on campus for herself and her fellow seniors.

Straight out of law school in 1989, Ms. Harris became one of a handful of applicants to join the district attorney's office of Alameda County, an esteemed Oakland group of prosecutors with a storied history: Earl Warren, who as chief justice of the Supreme Court would later write the majority opinion in Brown v. Board of Education establishing racial segregation in public schools as unconstitutional, became the county's district attorney in 1925.

As a line prosecutor, Ms. Harris handled some of the office's toughest cases, many of them involving sexual assault or child abuse. "She had very strong skills in the courtroom," said her former supervisor, Nancy O'Malley, who later became the county's district attorney. "But what drew me to recruit her for sex crimes cases was how she could sit in the hallway next to a victim and show them such compassion that she'd win their trust and have the courage to take the witness stand."

Ms. O'Malley could also see that her young prosecutor "was obviously very ambitious'' as she began to move into San Francisco society and politics. In March 1994, the San Francisco Chronicle columnist Herb Caen noted in print that the California state assembly speaker, Willie Brown, had celebrated his 60th birthday in the company of Clint Eastwood, Barbra Streisand and "the speaker's new steady, Kamala Harris, an Alameda County deputy D.A. who is something new in Willie's love life."

Ms. Harris campaigning in San Francisco in 2003, when she ran for district attorney against her former boss and won. Mike Kepka/San Francisco Chronicle, via Getty Images


Mr. Brown went on to appoint Ms. Harris to the Unemployment Insurance Appeals Board (with an annual salary of $97,088) and then, six months after she resigned, to the California Medical Assistance Commission (which paid $72,000 annually). A year later, Ms. Harris accompanied Mr. Brown -- who was 31 years older than her and married, though long estranged from his wife -- to the wedding of Nancy Corinne Pelosi, the eldest daughter of the San Francisco congresswoman and future House speaker.

"No question, Willie opened doors for Kamala," said Art Torres, the chairman of the state's Democratic Party from 1996 to 2009. "But as soon as she walked through them, you couldn't help but notice her and say, 'Who is this future star?'"

Though the two broke up just after Mr. Brown won election as mayor of San Francisco in December 1995, Ms. Harris had by then cemented friendships with many of the city's high-profile Democratic donors, including Vanessa Getty and Susan Swig. She was also given a seat on the board of the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art. "We wanted to grab her before one of the city's other cultural institutions did," said Chuck Collins, an attorney and longtime museum board member.

In 1998, Ms. Harris said goodbye to the East Bay, relocated to San Francisco and joined its district attorney's office. The D.A., Terence Hallinan, belonged to one of the city's dominant political families, along with the Pelosis and the Feinsteins. But Ms. Harris was among Mr. Hallinan's deputies who found his management style to be chaotic. She resigned in 2000 and moved over to the city attorney's office. Three years later she ran against him and won.

Her long-shot victory against Mr. Hallinan amounted to the first in what would be a series of career risks. The second one came four years later, when Ms. Harris became the first prominent elected Democrat in California to endorse the presidential candidacy of Barack Obama, whom she had met at a fund-raiser in San Francisco during his 2004 run for the Senate.

The two ascendant Black Democrats developed a natural kinship, though Ms. Harris fretted over her political bet to break from a party apparatus that had sworn its allegiance to Hillary Clinton. In the end, said Brian Brokaw, who later became her political consultant, "it was a defining moment in her career.''

Mr. Obama's victory in 2008 all but guaranteed Ms. Harris a job in the administration's Justice Department. Instead, she elected to run for state attorney general, a post that had never been occupied by either a woman or a person of color, much less both.

Her 2010 upset victory by less than a point over Steve Cooley, the Republican district attorney of Los Angeles County, featured elements that foreshadowed her current candidacy: She took on Mr. Cooley's claim that she was a "radical" by vowing to represent "all the people of California," and turned in a convincing debate performance aided by her opponent's unforced errors. Her electoral outcome also took four weeks to confirm.

Nonetheless, the race established Ms. Harris as a national star. "I was so in awe of the gamble she took, running as a woman of color to be the state's lead prosecutor," said Barbara Boxer, at the time a U. S. senator from California. "In those days, political machines wouldn't take a risk on a woman. She had to build her own machine."

Ms. Harris was elected attorney general of California in 2010, becoming the state's first woman and first person of color to hold the post. Damian Dovarganes/Associated Press


As San Francisco district attorney, Ms. Harris unleashed a flurry of new initiatives, some more successful than others. In similar fashion, the new state attorney general made the most of her elevated profile, taking on some risky initiatives.

She led partnerships with other states and Mexico to attack transnational gangs. Twice, she went toe to toe with the administration of Mr. Obama: First, in the wake of the subprime mortgage crisis, she pushed for a more advantageous settlement with the banks than Justice Department officials had brokered. Later, in the case of Corinthian Colleges, she demanded that the for-profit institution pay back the students it had swindled, when the Education Department preferred to see Corinthian's debts forgiven. In both cases, Ms. Harris prevailed.

Four years into Ms. Harris's tenure, Ms. Boxer announced that she would not seek another term in the Senate. Ms. Harris declared her candidacy a few days later and proceeded to swamp the field. Following Ms. Harris's victory in November 2016, Ms. Boxer congratulated her successor, saying, "This is the dream job of a lifetime."

It therefore surprised Ms. Boxer when, only two years into the job, Ms. Harris declared that she was running for president. In daring to fail -- which Ms. Harris ultimately did, suspending her presidential campaign in December 2019, six weeks before the first primary votes were cast -- the candidate displayed something that Ms. Boxer would later describe as awe-inspiring.

"It was her unflappability," she said. "She always saw herself this way, as presidential material."

A Prosecutor's View

Ms. Harris's 2019 campaign revealed a person for whom, despite her previous four electoral victories, politics did not come naturally. She struggled to define herself ideologically. She could not convince Democratic donors that she was more electable than the two top candidates in the field, Joseph R. Biden Jr. and Senator Bernie Sanders.

And, said Mr. Brown, her political mentor, "What she hasn't ultimately mastered is how to become the most interesting candidate to the media."

Those who have known Ms. Harris from her earlier days in California say that unlike the state's governor, Gavin Newsom, she is not a political junkie. Those who have worked with her as vice president also point out the distinctions between herself and her boss, Mr. Biden.

She is culturally to the left of him, having grown up among the Bay Area's L.G.B.T.Q. community, and her reflexive support for women's reproductive freedom is uncomplicated by the traditional Catholic beliefs Mr. Biden holds. At the same time, she lacks his reverence for New Deal-style big government.

The president, his aides say, sees the world in two opposing political camps, democracies and autocracies. The vice president sees the world as bifurcated, with those who obey the rules on one side and those who break them on the other.

The most common descriptor of Ms. Harris by those who have worked with her, is "prosecutor."

Ms. Harris often speaks to audiences as she once did to juries, making her case through the stark marshaling of facts. She prizes linearity and scorns what she terms "fancy speeches." Her speechwriters are instructed to strip away purple prose in favor of declarative sentences.

Ms. Harris speaking with her staff backstage at a campaign event in Clarkston, Ga., on Thursday. She still thinks like a prosecutor, many who have worked with her say. Erin Schaff/The New York Times


Fittingly for a career prosecutor, the modifier most used by subordinates to describe Ms. Harris is "prepared." Early in her political career, when meeting an influential person, she would direct staffers to collect that person's business card, retain it in a book and later find a pretext for following up with him or her.

Before making up her mind on a policy, she will often deputize an aide to argue the opposite side of the issue. The policy binders assembled for her by past and current aides are throwbacks to the ones she carried into a courtroom: assiduously organized, written in direct language and detailed to a fault. Several staffers interviewed for this article spoke, half-joking, of their dread of Ms. Harris's later handing back the briefing books ravaged by her copious marginalia.

On Capitol Hill, Senator Harris's preparedness was evident in her grilling of witnesses. A Democratic colleague of hers on the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, Senator Martin Heinrich of New Mexico, recalled, "As a brand-new senator, she sat at the very end of the dais. Usually, by the time it's the new senator's turn, all the good questions would have already been asked. But she was always light on her feet, thought fast and managed to get important information."

During the nationally televised Supreme Court confirmation hearings in 2018 of Brett M. Kavanaugh before the Judiciary Committee, Ms. Harris was the 20th of 21 members to question him. Still, she managed to stump the nominee with one of the hearing's most memorable lines of inquiry: "Can you think of any laws that give government the power to make decisions about the male body?"

"In some ways, she was ahead of her time with that question," said Senator Amy Klobuchar, a more senior Democratic colleague on the Judiciary Committee. "She was calling attention to where these guys were on these issues."

An Unfamiliar Role

After 17 years as a district attorney, state attorney general and U.S. senator, Ms. Harris became vice president and was no longer her own boss.

She was not free to set an agenda, start pilot programs or even to hire a staff of her own choosing.

Mr. Biden had in fact given her the same level of influence that he had as vice president in the Obama administration: She would be able to participate across the entire spectrum of White House policymaking, and she would be the last person to talk to the president before a major policy decision was reached. There was a major difference, however.

Unlike Vice President Biden, who often briefed reporters off the record and in the process described his own impact on major issues, the influence of Ms. Harris was opaque at best. Given that she was serving a president who had spent nearly half his life on Capitol Hill, it was never clear what value she could add as a one-term senator.

President Biden gave Ms. Harris the same level of influence that he had as vice president in the Obama administration. Doug Mills/The New York Times


The two assignments that she was publicly given by Mr. Biden -- ensuring passage of voting rights legislation, and addressing the root cause of migration from Latin American countries -- stood little chance of being seen as successful, and in fact were not. For the first time in her public life, Ms. Harris was viewed by many as unserious. While Mr. Biden's favorability ratings languished, hers were even worse. "She was second fiddle, by the nature of the office," said Jeff Flake, the former Republican senator of Arizona, who had worked alongside Ms. Harris on the Judiciary Committee. "It's extremely difficult to gain respect in that job, and she was doing the best she could with it."

She gave few interviews, and often struggled when she did. When Lester Holt of NBC News asked her in June 2021 why she had not been to the border when she was working on immigration, she retorted, "And I haven't been to Europe." More than a dozen of her friends and political associates said they cringed at her defensiveness.

Many of her top aides were new not only to the White House but to the political warfare of Washington and lacked the leverage to go to bat for her in the West Wing. In Ms. Harris's first 18 months in office, before she turned to more seasoned advisers, she had a high staff turnover and struggled to hold her own against the president's tight inner circle of older men who had served him for decades.

But she seized whatever opportunities she could to make her mark on Biden administration policies, people close to her said. An initiative she had championed as state attorney general to lower diesel fumes, and which she brought to the Senate in the form of the 2019 Clean School Bus Act, ultimately became a $5 billion set-aside for electric school buses in the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act of 2021. A bill she introduced in 2019 as a senator to replace lead pipes nationwide finally achieved funding through the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 and the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022.

Mr. Biden's team cast the president as the architect of those laws, as was to be expected. The same held true with the 2022 gun safety law known as the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act, which was seen as a culmination of Mr. Biden's decades-long effort to stem gun violence. Behind the scenes, however, Ms. Harris and her staff worked with the White House's Office of Gun Violence Prevention to implement the law through a series of executive actions, including improving active-shooter drills at schools and requiring that all businesses principally engaged in the business of selling firearms undergo background checks.

Ms. Harris was not a big player in shaping the landmark economic legislation of Mr. Biden's presidency, and it was his experienced foreign policy team that took the lead in the international response to Russia's invasion of Ukraine. But she did focus on help for small businesses and families, particularly as an early champion of the child care tax credit and in funneling Covid relief money to small businesses. In February 2022 she was dispatched to the Munich Security Conference, where she briefed Ukraine's president, Volodymyr Zelensky, on Russia's hostile intentions. (Mr. Zelensky reacted skeptically to Ms. Harris's warnings. Five days later, Russian troops invaded his country.)

The event that finally gave Ms. Harris a national platform was the June 2022 Supreme Court decision that overturned Roe v. Wade and eliminated the constitutional right to abortion. Still, she was initially leery when Mr. Biden's chief of staff at the time, Ron Klain, urged her to become the administration's leading voice on women's reproductive rights. She did not want to be seen as a figurehead, she told Mr. Klain, especially if Mr. Biden, long uncomfortable discussing abortion in public, showed any equivocation in backing her efforts. Mr. Klain assured her that she would have the president's full support.

Anti-abortion activists celebrating the Supreme Court's decision to overturn Roe v. Wade in Washington in 2022. Ms. Harris became the administration's leading voice on abortion rights. Shuran Huang for The New York Times


Ms. Harris proceeded to convene dozens of meetings with activists, mayors and medical professionals across the country, often in states with highly restrictive abortion laws. At an event in Nevada, a local staffer at Planned Parenthood, Raquel Cruz-Juarez, made the observation that a person did not have to abandon their faith to recognize that the government should not be telling women what to do with their bodies.

Turning to an aide, Ms. Harris said, "You need to write that down."

Ms. Harris took Ms. Cruz-Juarez's sentiment back to the White House, where Mr. Biden had been inclined to tout his economic accomplishments as the predominant message for the upcoming 2022 midterm elections. By November, the party had largely taken Ms. Harris's view that abortion rights was the winning issue. The Democrats held onto the Senate and lost far fewer House seats than anticipated in the best midterm performance by a Democratic administration in modern history.

Four months ago, following Mr. Biden's abysmal debate performance against former President Donald J. Trump, most party leaders turned against him. His vice president did not. "She was 100 percent loyal to the president in saying it was his choice, and she stood completely behind him," Mr. Klain said. "But once he made the decision, she moved forward in a way that showed her political prowess and the affection she had in the party. She became the consensus nominee because she deserved it."

A Unicorn

Rarely has Ms. Harris discussed the barriers she and other women have faced, especially those of color. She has instead emphasized how her mother, "a brown woman with an accent," maintained her composure and "taught us to never complain about injustice, but do something about it."

One of those injustices she has mentioned was how her mother faced sexual discrimination at the University of California at Berkeley, where she worked as a scientist at the cancer research laboratory in the 1970s. Two childhood friends of Ms. Harris recalled that her mother relocated to McGill after her job at Berkeley was terminated because of a clash with a male colleague. (The Washington Post first reported on this incident.)

Several years later, Ms. Harris, by then a teenager, returned to the Bay Area during summer vacation and joined a few Black friends who were driving to a party on Alameda Island. According to two friends to whom Ms. Harris later described the incident, their car was pulled over by local police officers. Though the officers did not issue any citations, Ms. Harris and her friends were instructed to turn around and depart the island immediately.

In college, her friend and sorority sister Ms. Louis later recalled, "she'd talk about what I'd call disparaging slurs for every aspect of her heritage." Upon entering politics in 2003, she faced two opponents in the race for district attorney, both white men, who would broadly hint that she owed her candidacy to Mr. Brown, despite the facts that the two had ended their relationship eight years earlier and that the mayor was neither an adviser nor a donor to her campaign.

Later still, Ms. Harris, the only woman of color on the Senate Intelligence Committee, was cut off by her Republican colleagues while attempting to question witnesses during committee hearings, an unusual breach of protocol, twice in one week.

"As a Black woman of multiple backgrounds, she's in some ways a unicorn in American politics," said Mr. Collins, the attorney who served with Ms. Harris on the board of San Francisco's Museum of Modern Art. "And for all of us with diverse backgrounds, particularly from her generation or earlier, we've always had an unmitigated focus on excellence, knowing that in order to achieve it, we have to overperform."

Ms. Harris has said that her mother "taught us to never complain about injustice, but do something about it." Erin Schaff/The New York Times


One of Ms. Harris's earliest efforts in the Senate was to address disparities in maternal health among Black women, who suffer the highest rate of pregnancy-related deaths in the U.S.

"The problem is no secret in our community, but it had never gotten serious attention in the federal government," said Representative Lauren Underwood, a Black Democrat from Illinois who teamed with Ms. Harris and another Black Democrat, Representative Alma Adams of North Carolina, to write the so-called Black Maternal Health Momnibus Act. "As the only Black woman in the Senate, her voice was uniquely suited to tackle that issue."

Noting that Ms. Harris carried a piece of the legislation with her into the White House, where it was signed into law in November 2021, Ms. Underwood said, "That doesn't happen without her leadership."

Ms. Harris has often used the vice president's official residence at the Naval Observatory to stage events that signal her dedication to inclusiveness. In June 2023, she threw a Pride event that included among the roughly 300 attendees Donna Sachet, a San Francisco activist and drag performer whom Ms. Harris knew from her days in the city.

In an interview, Ms. Sachet recalled being surprised and thrilled to have received her invitation but also somewhat nervous. She emailed the vice president's social secretary and asked if she would be able to attend "in my persona."

Yes, came the reply, along with the request that Ms. Sachet arrive a half-hour early, so that she could be included in the V.I.P. seating. She did so. The vice president spotted her, walked over and gave her a hug.

Looking around the residence in amazement, Ms. Sachet said, "I don't even know how I got invited to this."

"Because I put you on the list," Ms. Harris replied.

The End of an Unexpected Journey

On the morning of July 21, 2024, Ms. Harris was fixing pancakes for her niece's two daughters in the vice president's residence when she received a call from Mr. Biden, who informed her that he would not be seeking a second term and was instead endorsing her to succeed him. The conversation was brief, and Ms. Harris knew what to do after it was over.

What ensued over the next 10 hours, with Ms. Harris sitting in her workout clothes in the living room of the vice president's official residence while surrounded by eight aides with buzzing cellphones, was a demonstration of her methodical nature as she proceeded in short order to consolidate support within the party.

Campaign staff installing "Kamala" signs at the headquarters of the former Biden campaign office in Wilmington, Del., in July, after the president withdrew from the race. Erin Schaff/The New York Times


Her swift success was in large part a testament to Mr. Biden's imprimatur. But it also was a validation of the unsung work she had done as his vice president. "I'd been on so many Zoom calls with her on so many issues," said Ms. Klobuchar, who had already announced her support of the vice president by the time she received a call from her that afternoon. "She was doing important stuff behind the scenes."

That groundswell of support, combined with her energetic public appearances after Mr. Biden's endorsement, catapulted Ms. Harris to overnight-sensation status as she waltzed unopposed into the Democratic convention. The journey that she described in her acceptance speech as "unexpected" would over time take on an aura of inevitability.

Nonetheless it is a trajectory freighted with portent, of the sort that sometimes seems like the fruit of a Hollywood scriptwriter's overly caffeinated imagination. A daughter of immigrants, reverential of law and order, determinedly stoic, finds herself pitted against a bombastic white male who has been accused and convicted of numerous criminal offenses and whose political vocabulary is a soundtrack of grievance and bigoted insults.

The two have in common a desire for the presidency and nothing else.

If Mr. Trump loses, he is likely to claim otherwise, as he has ever since he was defeated four years ago. Ms. Harris, for her part, publicly acknowledged that she had no path to victory during her previous quest for the presidency, when she suspended her campaign on Dec. 3, 2019, before the Iowa caucuses.

Five days earlier, she and her husband hosted a Thanksgiving dinner at their rental house in Des Moines, where Ms. Harris had been spending much of the previous weeks campaigning. In addition to the Harris family, two other invited guests showed up: Ms. Klobuchar, then Ms. Harris's rival for the 2020 Democratic presidential nomination, and her husband, John Bessler.

"She already knew what was upon her," Ms. Klobuchar recalled.

But, she added, the subject of defeat did not come up. Instead, Ms. Harris made the dinner, served it, sat with her niece's two small daughters in her lap, left the campaign at the end of the weekend and returned to her job in the Senate.

Ms. Harris meeting with staff on her campaign bus during her first presidential run in 2019. Maddie McGarvey for The New York Times





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/26/us/politics/kamala-harris-bio.html
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The Global Profile


Part-Time Farmers, Part-Time Rock Stars: A Chinese Band's Unlikely Rise

The band, Varihnaz, has gained fans by offering an alternative to China's hyper-polished, fast-paced modern life, with songs about pesticides and poultry raising.

Varihnaz performing its first show of a national tour in Guilin, China, in September. Gilles Sabrie for The New York Times



By Vivian Wang
Vivian Wang traveled to rural Guangxi, China, to visit the lead singer of Varihnaz on his farm and to attend the band's concert in the city of Guilin.


Oct 29, 2024 at 04:01 AM

Before setting out on his band's first national tour, before recording another album and before appearing on a major television network, Ba Nong had one task: finishing the summer harvest.

Standing in a field edged by rolling hills, two days before the first tour date in late September, Ba Nong, the frontman of the Chinese band Varihnaz, looked over the yellowed remnants of the rice stalks he had spent the past few months tending.

"The land gets to rest, and I get to go play," he said.

Planning around the harvest may be an unconventional way to manage an ascendant music career, but Varihnaz is an unconventional band.

For its members -- two farmers and a former bricklayer from rural Guangxi in southwestern China -- the land and their music are inseparable. Rather than the usual staples of love and longing, their lyrics dwell on pesticides and poultry rearing.

Varihnaz means "fields filled with fragrant rice flowers," in the language of Guangxi's Zhuang ethnic minority. To fans, the group offers a refreshing break from China's hyper-commercialized popular entertainers, with music about a simpler, slower way of life, an alternative to the intense competition of modern Chinese life.

Ba Nong hopes his music helps people consider shrugging off mainstream expectations themselves. "The more tolerant and developed a society is, the more diverse its lifestyles should be, too," said the musician, who is 44.

Ba Nong harvesting beans on his farm, a few days before the start of his band's national tour. He's selling rice from his farm at the shows. Gilles Sabrie for The New York Times


Born Wei Jiayuan, Ba Nong adopted his name early in his career; it means farmer from the karst mountains, a reference to his home region. He and his bandmates' commitment to their lifestyle, even at the cost of conventional success, has been a guiding principle since they started attracting national attention last year, on a reality music competition, "The Big Band."

When asked on the show what would happen if they advanced to the final rounds that September -- which would interfere with the harvest -- Ba Nong replied: "Then we'll try not to get to September."

Before appearing on "The Big Band," Ba Nong had been making music with a rotating cast of friends under the name Varihnaz for almost 20 years, as a hobby. The group played for crowds of 30 or 40 people and had little desire for more.

But when the reality show, which has often highlighted less mainstream musicians, approached him, he readily agreed.

"It was the peak of the pandemic, there were all kinds of quarantines, and there was also the Russia-Ukraine war," he recalled during an interview in Guangxi, while loading the last of his harvest into a winnowing machine. "Everything felt very divided and tense."

Ba Nong preparing his farm's organic rice. Gilles Sabrie for The New York Times


He saw an opportunity to share a message of peaceful coexistence, inspired by natural farming techniques, which eschew chemicals.

"When we went on, I was explaining to everyone about organic rice farming," he said, laughing. "I was overeager."

The broadcast "didn't show much of that," he said.

Yet the band members -- who by that point consisted of Ba Nong; Shi Ba, the other farmer; and the bricklayer, Lu Min -- also made clear that they were not rejecting modern life, but adapting it. They talked onstage about breaking up harvest days with red wine. Often described as folk music but frequently crossing into rock or blues, their songs are as likely to feature electric guitars as a whistle made of fresh-picked leaves.

Ba Nong making music with leaves during the first date of Varihnaz's national tour. Gilles Sabrie for The New York Times


Ba Nong was born in rural northwestern Guangxi. At the time, China's economy was booming, and like so many in his generation, he dreamed of moving to a city.

He eventually found work as a graphic designer in Guangzhou, the megacity near Hong Kong. On the side, he taught himself guitar.

He played love songs at first. But then friends introduced him to pirated CDs of African folk songs, and to Taiwanese Indigenous musicians who infused traditional sounds with contemporary influences. He wondered why Chinese music seemed to be separated into only two distinct genres -- either pop, or folk music like the kind he'd grown up with, which was dismissed as uncultured.

Ba Nong holding one of the traditional instruments he studied after returning to his home in rural Guangxi. He taught himself guitar while living in Guangzhou. Gilles Sabrie for The New York Times


His song "Mama's Indigo Blues" drew on American blues and Zhuang mountain songs, which also often served as laments. Another song, "A Mei Wants to Be a City Girl," was folk "but expressed the mood of modern people," he said.

At the same time, he was growing disaffected by his work designing insurance ads. He read "The Half Farmer, Half X Lifestyle," a book by a Japanese environmentalist about getting by through sustainable agriculture mixed with passion projects. In 2012, he moved home.

The change was lonely at first. Most young people were in the cities working, so Ba Nong played with village children. Other villagers couldn't teach him to farm, because they all used pesticides.

Ba Nong at home. The move back to the countryside was lonely at first, with most of the area's young adults having left to work in cities.  Gilles Sabrie for The New York Times


But he connected with other organic farming aficionados online.

He also found new hobbies. Cognizant that his hometown traditions were endangered, he visited local museums to study traditional instruments. He collected nursery rhymes in the Zhuang language, which has faded as schools push standardized Mandarin, and published a book of his lyrics and poems.

"Some people told me that my coming back was like retreating from the world," he said. "I said no, after coming back, I am more useful."

Ba Nong couldn't rely on other villagers to teach him to farm, because they all used pesticides. Gilles Sabrie for The New York Times


During an event promoting his book in a nearby city, Ba Nong met Shi Ba, who after graduating from a top university chose an itinerant lifestyle, raising pigs, bartending and busking. Shi Ba introduced him to Lu Min, who had left school at 13 and learned to play guitar while working in factories.

Together, they reconstituted Varihnaz, which had gone dormant as Ba Nong pursued other projects.

"Big Dream," a song written by Shi Ba, cemented Varihnaz's popularity on "The Big Band." The lyrics span a migrant worker's life, from childhood to old age, and narrate his exhaustion trying to make a living.

Many audience members cried during the taping. The song went viral, with some declaring it an anthem for a disillusioned generation.

Fame brought critics, too. Some viewers accused the band of overly romanticizing the countryside, or of exaggerating their farming lifestyles as a marketing ploy.

Varihnaz fans at the Guilin concert. The lyrics of "Big Dream," one of the band's most popular songs, span a migrant worker's life, narrating his exhaustion trying to make a living. Gilles Sabrie for The New York Times


Ba Nong was unbothered. Everything was romanticized, he said, pointing out that many young people flocked to cities because of TV shows, only to be disillusioned.

Besides, he wasn't calling for everyone to become a farmer. Ba Nong knew his lifestyle wasn't for everyone. He was promoting a mind-set.

On the first night of the tour, at a sold-out venue in the city of Guilin, Varihnaz shifted between slow songs led by a hand-carved flute, and "Field Song," a pulsing number in which Lu Min struck the tip of a hoe with a drumstick as Ba Nong curled over an electric guitar.

Video: 

The band performing a slow song led by a hand-carved flute during their sold out first concert in Guilin.

When they sang in Zhuang, Mandarin translations were projected behind them. One song, "Extermination Curse," was composed entirely of names of pesticides, recited in a monastery-like chant.

Halfway through the performance, Ba Nong clicked through a slide show, teaching the audience of around 450 people about natural farming techniques. He and Shi Ba had brought bags of their rice for purchase.

In describing why they liked Varihnaz, several audience members used the word "pure."

Fans checking out the organic rice at the merch table.  Gilles Sabrie for The New York Times


"This is the era of clicks," said Yu Zhujun, a 31-year-old visual artist. "Everyone is trying to get ahead. But they just stay true to themselves, perform when the time is right, and then go home to their own lives."

Li Jingwei, a 24-year-old university student, said he grew up in the countryside of northern China, and had also longed to escape. He planned to stay in the city for now. But he admired Varihnaz for highlighting the beauty of what he had left behind.

"To be able to get this emotion from others, and let myself settle down and find a good job, is enough," he said.

While Ba Nong expressed some disappointment that Varihnaz's new popularity had not translated into more people reassessing their own routines, he knew that was a lot to expect.

The band has already achieved more than he ever imagined. Guangxi's main broadcaster recently aired a program starring Varihnaz as ambassadors of pastoral bliss, and the band recently recorded an album at the studio of one of China's most renowned indie rock bands.

Still, Ba Nong has no expectations for how long Varihnaz's fame will last.

"If we become outdated, that's fine," he said. "I can go back to farming peacefully."

Varihnaz greeting fans after the band's performance in Guilin.


Siyi Zhao contributed research.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/29/world/asia/china-farmers-rock-band.html
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New Vehicles, Face Paint and a 1,200-Foot Fall: The U.S. Army Prepares for War With China

The big and cumbersome Army is trying to transform itself to deploy quickly to Asia, if needed. It is an inherently dangerous business.




By Helene Cooper
Photographs and Video by Kenny Holston
Reporting from Mauna Loa, Hawaii


Oct 29, 2024 at 04:15 PM

Early one morning this month, 864 Army paratroopers bundled into C-17 transport planes at a base in Alaska and took off for a Great Power War exercise between three volcanic mountains on Hawaii's Big Island.

Only 492 made it. Some of the C-17s had trouble with their doors, while others were forced to land early. A few of the parachutists who did make it sprained ankles or suffered head trauma. And one -- a 19-year-old private -- began to fall quickly when his chute did not open.

Across the field, shouts of "pull your reserve" could be heard before the young private hit the ground and medics ran to treat him. The horrifying scene and its aftermath encapsulate every jumper's worst nightmare.

But Pvt. Second Class Erik Partida's 1,200-foot fall was also a stark reality check as the U.S. Army transforms itself, and its hundreds of thousands of young men and women, for yet another war, this one a potential conflict with China.

The Pentagon calls it a Great Power War, and it would be exponentially more dangerous. It would put the world's two strongest militaries -- both of them nuclear superpowers -- in direct conflict, possibly drawing in other nuclear adversaries, including North Korea and Russia. U.S. troops would be killed, in numbers that could possibly go beyond the toll from America's deadliest conflicts.

Such a war would be fought on the ground, at sea, in the air and in space. So the Army is practicing for exactly that.

Video: 


Forget the Marines, who can get anywhere quickly, because they travel light. Or the Navy, which practically lives in the Pacific. Those services, which featured heavily in the Pacific during World War II, have the planning for a conflict in Asia baked into their DNA.

But now, as the chances of war with China increase, the big and cumbersome Army is trying to transform itself after two decades of fighting terrorism in Afghanistan and the Middle East. Unlike the Taliban or other insurgents, China will have satellites that can see troop formations from the sky. The Army must, in essence, learn how to fly under the radar.

To stress-test the Army's ability to deploy quickly and fight on Pacific island chains, soldiers with the 25th Infantry Division, along with Japanese, Australian, Indonesian and other partner troops, rappelled into jungle ravines and then made the humid climbs up, laden with gear.

Some 28 miles away at Pearl Harbor, Army transport ship crews ironed out various ways to discharge the military equipment and the troops they will need in the event of war in the Pacific.

And not far from the North Shore of Oahu, soldiers worked to disguise a multivehicle command and control unit, complete with big-screen computer stations, so that it was almost indistinguishable from the deep green forest.

 Kenny Holston/The New York Times





A so-called Great Power War with China would be fought on the ground, at sea, in the air and in space. So the U.S. Army is practicing for exactly that.

Former President Donald J. Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris have outlined vastly different approaches to Russia's war in Ukraine. Their approaches to turmoil in the Middle East are also expected to be at least rhetorically different.

But no matter who wins in November, the United States will continue to prepare for war with China.

Beijing has made clear that it will seek to expand its power in Asia, from militarizing uninhabited rocks in the Pacific to claiming sovereignty over international waters. And all of that starts with Taiwan, which President Xi Jinping has ordered the Chinese military to be ready to invade by 2027.

While Taiwan has its own defenses, military experts say it is difficult to see how the island would repel a Chinese invasion without U.S. help. Such a move would be a decision for whoever is president at the time, but American policymakers worry that staying out of it may not be an option if the United States wants to maintain its dominance.

"My sense is that a successful Chinese invasion of Taiwan would send massive ripples throughout the region," said Seth Jones, a senior vice president with the Center for Strategic and International Studies. "China would likely emerge as the dominant military power in the region, not the United States, and it would trigger a range of second- and third-order effects."

Video: 


For instance, America's Pacific allies could lose faith in U.S. deterrence and try to make security deals with China. Japan and South Korea -- both treaty allies of the United States -- could join the nuclear club as a way to defend themselves against China.

"Is it quite the fall of the Roman Empire?" Mr. Jones said. "I don't know, but that's the right kind of question to ask."

'Tyranny of Distance'

The U.S. Army knows how hard it would be to invade Taiwan.

During World War II, when the island was called Formosa and was occupied by Japan, the Joint Chiefs of Staff came up with Operation Causeway, an invasion plan that would give the United States a base closer to Japan from which to attack. Gen. Douglas MacArthur opposed invading Taiwan as too risky; it meant crossing a contested sea to fight on complex terrain against a well-defended army. Military planners said an amphibious assault on the island would have been far harder than the D-Day landings at Normandy.

Few Army planners think the Chinese military is ready to undertake an amphibious assault of Taiwan.

"The first thing you have to do is you have to generate an invasion force, which would be a pretty large force, to go onto an island which has a prepared defense," Maj. Gen. Jeffrey A. VanAntwerp, the director of operations for the Army's Pacific Command, said in an interview. "There's 100 miles of Taiwan Straits that you have to get across, and you're doing that in large transport vessels that are very vulnerable during that crossing."

China would most likely use light amphibious vessels to try to secure a beachhead in Taiwan, military planners say, but those vessels would have to plow through heavily mined waters. And while air assault forces would probably try to target infrastructure, in the end there is no viable way to seize an island as large as Taiwan, with its own defenses and 23 million people, without putting a force on the ground -- troops who would have to come by sea.

"You can't do it without pushing a large landing force across the straits on ships," General VanAntwerp said. "There's no other way."

So China is working on it. Chinese military planners have repurposed civilian ferries to transport troops and equipment across the strait and are working to construct floating piers, American officials say.

The Pentagon would not go into detail about how American trainers are helping Taiwan build defenses. But making clear to the Chinese that an amphibious assault would be fraught is part of the U.S. military's deterrence plan.

Soldiers working in a mobile operations center that was disguised to be indistinguishable from the deep green forest. 


The Hawaii exercises were devised to replicate the conditions that troops could expect in a war with China. 


The Army sent the troops 96 new rainforest-green infantry squad vehicles that can quickly move up to nine soldiers each through jungle terrain.


Army officials also say they hope joint exercises with Pacific partners will show Chinese military officials all the capabilities that the United States has and can bring to bear.

The officials point out that more than a quarter of the service's 450,000 active-duty troops are already tasked to the Pacific. But they define that region liberally, to encompass troops not only in Japan, South Korea and the Philippines but also in Alaska, Hawaii, Washington, Oregon and California. Taiwan is more than 6,000 miles from Joint Base Lewis-McChord near Tacoma, Wash., a separation the Army refers to as "the tyranny of distance."

Docked in Pearl Harbor, the U.S. Army vessel Maj. Gen. Robert Smalls will be critical to getting all the apparatuses of the Army into the Pacific theater. The 300-foot-long ship, which recently arrived from Norfolk, Va., via the Panama Canal for the exercises, can beach itself, discharging 900 tons of vehicles and cargo -- and, if necessary, troops -- onto islands.

Capt. Ander Thompson, the commander of the Seventh Engineer Dive Detachment out of Pearl Harbor, was part of a detachment that spent several weeks this past summer with Filipino military divers clearing debris from a strategic port in the northern Philippine island of Batan, about 120 miles south of Taiwan.

Video: 


The operation, which also deepened the harbor, will give Army and Navy ships better access to the port should conflict break out. Batan is near the Bashi Channel, a potential transit point for American forces headed to the Taiwan Strait.

The American Air Force cannot establish air superiority over the entire Pacific Ocean, but it can open up corridors, what the Army calls "interior lines" for unfettered movement, between, say, the Philippines and other islands. The United States has some troops already in place -- about 54,000 in Japan, 25,000 in South Korea and a far smaller number in the Philippines.

The Hawaii exercises, which ended in mid-October, were devised to replicate the conditions that troops can expect in a war with China. Gone were the desert-sand-colored fatigues that became de rigueur during the Afghanistan and Iraq wars. The troops in Hawaii wore jungle fatigues and face paint.

Soldiers learned how to rappel through jungle terrain.


The troops simulated transporting a wounded soldier.


Gone were the desert-sand-colored fatigues that became de rigueur during the Afghanistan and Iraq wars. The troops in Hawaii wore jungle fatigues and face paint.


Troops worked on new maneuvers patched together from watching Ukraine fight Russia. They dismantled and moved large and cumbersome command and control operations in 20 to 30 minutes, and communicated with one another without using Army satellites, so that an adversary would not be able to pick up their conversations.

Learning how to advance in small teams that can attack and then dissipate into thin air was key. The Army sent to the troops 96 new rainforest-green infantry squad vehicles that can quickly move up to nine soldiers each through jungle terrain.

"It is so powerful to be able to send a company's worth of personnel, which is about 130 people, on those vehicles, along multiple routes, and then at a point bring them together to attack the enemy, and then disappear in different directions," said Maj. Gen. Marcus Evans, the 25th Infantry Division's commander.

'Pull Your Reserve'

The first of the 864 Army parachuters who took off from Alaska began appearing in the skies above the three volcanic mountains just after sunrise on Oct. 7.

From the ground, the sight could easily pass for an Army airborne commercial, as waves of jumpers shot out of the side of the C-17s and floated to earth, their chutes billowing. All of the soldiers were supposed to be equipped with two chutes, including a reserve if their primary chute did not deploy within four seconds after they jumped out of the plane.

Soldiers traveled on C-17 planes from Alaska to parachute into the Hawaiian terrain.


Around 7:35 a.m., Lt. Col. Tim Alvarado, the commander of the garrison at the Pohakuloa Training Area, peered into the sun as the next C-17 approached.

"The paratroopers should be standing at this point; they would have gotten the 10-minute warning," he said, narrating the jump for me. "The jump master is looking out, making sure there are no obstructions as the parachuters are getting ready to jump out."

The C-17 roared overhead, and the jumpers started appearing like closed umbrellas that whooshed open in the sky as their chutes expanded. "Some of them get twisted up so they have to unwind their ropes so they don't land awkwardly," Colonel Alvarado continued.

Then, surveying the scene, he said, "That's not right."

Before us, what looked like a cigarette in the sky was falling in the midst of the canopy of ballooned parachutes. Above the jumper, Private Partida, air moved through his chute, creating a wiggly line. But the air did not inflate the chute.

"Pull your reserve," Colonel Alvarado said quietly.

The reserve never deployed. Private Partida disappeared from view beneath a berm as he hit the ground.

Capt. Kaleigh Mullen, an Army doctor, started running. Medics stationed throughout the drop zone were doing the same.

All of the soldiers were supposed to be equipped with two chutes, including a reserve if their primary chute did not deploy within four seconds after they jumped out of the plane.


A Black Hawk medical helicopter carrying the soldier who fell to the ground without his parachute.


A medical Humvee was on site for minor injuries.


Members of Private Partida's unit got to him first. He was calm and conscious, but his spine was damaged. Captain Mullen arrived, panting from her seven-minute sprint. She and Maj. Mitch Marks, an Army physician assistant, propped up his neck and spine to make sure he did not suffer any additional damage.

"OK, so he was very talkative, and he was able to say that he didn't have any pain," Captain Mullen told me later. She took his first set of vitals at 7:45 a.m., and by 8:20 the Black Hawk medevac helicopter was in flight, on its way to the hospital.

A statement released a day later provided few details. "An 11th Airborne Division soldier was injured in a training incident in Hawaii today," it said. The release made no mention of the unopened chute or the reserve.

Nor did it mention that doctors later fused Private Partida's vertebrae in multiple surgeries. Whether he will be able to walk again is not known.

Instead, the statement ended with a description of the purpose of the exercises, which included preparing paratroopers for "decisive action operations in the U.S. Army Pacific area of responsibility."

American troops would not just get hurt in a Great Power War, they would be killed, in numbers that could possibly go beyond the toll from America's deadliest conflicts.
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Israel Widens Hezbollah Strikes, Hitting Lebanese Cities Beyond Border Area

Israel's military warned civilians to leave Baalbek in the Bekaa Valley via three routes. The city had largely been spared Israeli bombardment until this week.

The aftermath of a strike in the Haret Saida area near Sidon in Lebanon on Wednesday. Diego Ibarra Sanchez for The New York Times



By Liam Stack, Christina Goldbaum and Julian E. Barnes
Liam Stack reported from Tel Aviv, Christina Goldbaum from Beirut and Julian E. Barnes from Washington.


Oct 30, 2024 at 10:41 AM

The Israeli military widened its campaign against the militant group Hezbollah on Wednesday, launching airstrikes around the eastern Lebanese city of Baalbek and forcing large numbers of people to flee.

Israel's strikes against Hezbollah, initially focused on smaller, border villages in the south, are expanding beyond the country's periphery to port towns and urban centers where the group has supporters, including Baalbek, Tyre and Sidon. Famed for its towering Roman ruins, Baalbek, which had a population of about 80,000 people, had largely been spared Israeli bombardment until recent days.

"People are panicking," said Ibrahim Bayan, a mayoral deputy in Baalbek, adding that about a dozen strikes had landed in or around the city since Israel issued its evacuation warnings on Wednesday. The Israeli military said it struck fuel depots belonging to Hezbollah, stocked with fuel supplied by Iran. 

Against that backdrop of violence, William J. Burns, the C.I.A. director, and two top White House officials are making a renewed diplomatic push to reach temporary cease-fire deals between Israel, Hezbollah and Hezbollah's ally in Gaza, Hamas. Mr. Burns is expected to be in Cairo on Thursday for talks with Egyptian officials, aimed at refining a proposal to secure the release of hostages held in Gaza, according to a U.S. official and another person briefed on the talks.

Additionally, the White House officials Brett McGurk, who has been deeply involved in cease-fire talks, and Amos Hochstein, who has taken the lead on the Lebanon talks, will visit Israel on Thursday. 

Israel is pushing for an arrangement in which Hezbollah would be given several weeks to withdraw its forces from the Israel-Lebanon border, allowing Lebanon's official army -- a weak force with little to no capacity to defend the country's borders -- to fill the void, according to two officials who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive diplomacy. Israel also wants to be guaranteed the right to invade Lebanon if Hezbollah does not withdraw fast enough, the two officials said.

Hezbollah's new leader, Naim Qassem, suggested on Wednesday he was open to finding terms for a truce, but was far from agreeing to Israel's demands. "If the Israelis decide to stop the aggression, we say we accept, but with the conditions that we see as appropriate and suitable," he said in a prerecorded speech, his first as the group's leader.

His warnings that Hezbollah would keep fighting came alongside Israel's to Lebanese civilians. In a statement posted online on Wednesday, Avichay Adraee, an Israeli military spokesman, posted a map showing Baalbek and two neighboring towns as part of a danger zone marked in red, with three authorized evacuation routes. 

"The I.D.F. will act forcefully against Hezbollah interests within your city and villages and does not intend to harm you," Mr. Adraee said. "For your safety, you must evacuate your homes immediately and move outside the city and villages."

Evacuating from Baalbek in eastern Lebanon on Wednesday. Nidal Solh/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Two days earlier, Israeli airstrikes killed at least 60 people in the Bekaa district, which includes the city and its rural hinterland, Lebanese officials said. Lebanon's health ministry said at least 58 others were injured in the attacks.

The farmland and villages around the city of Baalbek have been hit by airstrikes repeatedly in recent weeks, leaving many small towns largely deserted. Mr. Bayan, the mayoral deputy, said this month that about two-thirds of the residents in the city itself had left their homes out of fear. 

Mr. Bayan said that in the wake of Israel's warnings, residents filled the roads, throwing their valuables into plastic bags, locking their houses and shuttering their shop doors. As people crammed into cars, they shouted to each other to determine the safest way to leave the city.

Others opted to remain in the city, unsure where they would go or how they would get there. 

"Gas stations are closed, but even if they were open, people don't have money to fill up their cars' tanks," said Mahmoud Zikra, a resident of Baalbek who remained home. "There are no vans or taxis -- even if they were available no one can afford to hire them."

The warning from Israel's military included a village in Baalbek's southern suburbs that connects the city to the region's main highway, cutting off a standard route for residents trying to leave the valley.

The damage in Haret Saida on Wednesday. Diego Ibarra Sanchez for The New York Times


Fighting between Israeli forces and Hezbollah continued elsewhere in Lebanon. On Wednesday, the Israeli military said it had struck more than 100 sites across the country in the previous 24 hours, including a rocket launch site used in a deadly strike on the Israeli town of Ma'alot-Tarshiha on Tuesday. It also said it had killed a large number of Hezbollah fighters in what it called "limited, localized, targeted raids."

Mr. Adraee said one of the fighters killed by Israeli forces was Mustafa Ahmed Shehadi, whom he called a prominent commander in the group's elite Radwan Force. Hezbollah did not comment on the claim. 

On Tuesday night, an Israeli airstrike killed at least 10 people in the coastal city of Sidon in southern Lebanon, according to a report by the country's national news agency. It said the strike injured at least 36 others. Until recently, attacks on Sidon, one of Lebanon's largest cities, and the areas around it, had been rare.

Hezbollah said its forces had battled Israeli troops recently near the border town of Kfar Kila and the mountain town of Khiam,  the former site of a prison camp run by allies of Israel during its two-decade occupation of southern Lebanon. 

Hezbollah's claims could not be independently verified. The national news agency reported that Israeli soldiers near Khiam were "attempting to infiltrate the town under heavy fire" on Wednesday and that Israel's air force had conducted multiple raids on the area.

Andrea Tenenti, the spokesman for U.N. peacekeepers in Lebanon, told reporters on Wednesday that the conflict areas in southern Lebanon "are becoming much more dangerous" as shelling and airstrikes increase. He said the peacekeeping force, known as UNIFIL, was trying to help residents but that thousands of people were "stuck in villages without access to the basic needs."

Eager to avert even more destruction in Gaza, as well, the international negotiators are trying to work on a smaller, simpler proposal that could prod both Israel and Hamas to soften their positions and resume bargaining in earnest.

But many officials in Washington remain pessimistic that either Hamas or Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel would accept any terms in the near future, each for their own reasons.

Some Hamas leaders believe that the war is on the cusp of expanding further, fulfilling the hopes of the Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar, according to U.S. officials. And Mr. Netanyahu, others say, is unlikely to make key concessions until after the U.S. presidential election, convinced that a Trump administration might revise the American approach to the conflict.

Jacob Roubai, Hwaida Saad, Rawan Sheikh Ahmad, Farnaz Fassihi and Patrick Kingsley contributed reporting.
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Removing Moss and Grime From Gravestones, She Reveals Forgotten History

As she scrubs centuries' worth of dirt and mold off gravestones, Katie DeRaddo tells her TikTok followers the stories of those buried beneath them.

Katie DeRaddo is one of many social media creators who spend their free time cleaning graves and broadcasting their work on TikTok. Lauren Petracca for The New York Times



By Claire Fahy
Reporting from a cemetery near Rochester, N.Y.


Oct 27, 2024 at 07:00 AM

Greenvale Rural Cemetery sits beside the Erie Canal in Fairport, N.Y., a suburb of Rochester. Massive oak trees cast leafy shade over the rows of graves -- large tombstones, mausoleums, slanted markers and plaques.

On a typical morning, the only soundtrack is birdsong, cicadas and the occasional horn from a train passing nearby. And sometimes, the sound of rhythmic scraping or the soft noise of brush bristles on stone.

This is where Katie DeRaddo gets to work, scrubbing, washing and chipping away dirt and grime from some of the thousands of centuries-old gravestones that surround the Rochester area.

Ms. DeRaddo usually reports to Greenvale one morning a week and stays for hours, hauling two large tanks of water, gardening gloves, trowels and scrapers from grave to grave. She pauses only to press record on her phone, perched atop a tripod, or adjust the miniature mic stand she has fashioned out of a toothpick.

Later, she scours Ancestry.com, FindAGrave.com and Newspapers.com, hoping to piece together the histories of the people whose graves she has uncovered. Then she pairs short videos of herself cleaning their headstones with narration about their lives.

Ms. DeRaddo, 29, is part of a wave of social media creators invested in grave cleaning, providing content for an audience sometimes referred to as "GraveTok."

Scores of influencers across the country arrive in cemeteries with their iPhones in tow, providing their followers with satisfyingly edited videos of once-mucky graves wiped clean. The videos intersect with a number of existing trends, such as A.S.M.R., and cleaning content, which makes them popular with a broad range of viewers.

After she cleans gravestones, some of which have been neglected for decades, Ms. DeRaddo researches the histories of the people buried beneath them. Lauren Petracca for The New York Times


Though she had been fascinated by her own genealogy for years, Ms. DeRaddo was not introduced to grave cleaning until 2019, when she began volunteering at Mount Hope Cemetery in Rochester, best known as the resting place of luminaries like Susan B. Anthony and Frederick Douglass.

Ms. DeRaddo said she was just as interested in the less well-known people buried in and around the city. In 2021, she worked up the courage to begin posting videos of her work online.

"Everybody has a story, and even somebody who was maybe only just your everyday farmer back in the 1800s, I want to share that story," Ms. DeRaddo said. "I think there's a group of people that just love to hear about that and learn about people that otherwise would have been lost to time."

A marketing manager for a health technology company, Ms. DeRaddo cleans on her days off, editing together videos for her more than 200,000 followers across YouTube, Instagram and TikTok, who know her as "A Grave Attraction."


When she first encounters a gravestone, it is often clogged with lichen, moss and mold, obscuring the engraving so that the names and dates are hard to make out. The true obstacles are algae and black mold -- challenges that require multiple rounds of cleaning to overcome.

On a Friday morning in late August, Ms. DeRaddo focused on three gravestones clustered together in a center row of the Greenvale cemetery. After spraying them down with a cleaning solution, she worked quickly but diligently.

She used a plastic hand scraper, perhaps more commonly encountered during paint jobs, to clean larger areas, and a long cotton swab for more detailed work around the numbers and letters.

Algae and black mold are particularly difficult to remove from the stones, and often require extra effort. Lauren Petracca for The New York Times


"I'm going to call this good," she said, stepping back from one of the gravestones. Then came the dramatic reveal that her followers love: She sprayed it with a hose, washing away the dirt to reveal a long-hidden name.

Eventually, three names had risen from the water: Edith R. Burlingame, George T. Burlingame and Bertha Moon Burlingame.

Marriage records and newspaper clippings would later reveal that Edith and George had been married, and that Bertha Moon was the wife of their son, Clark. Their other child, a daughter named Theodora, lived until 1970.

Bonnie Traino, 81, Theodora's granddaughter, still lives in Fairport and has faint memories of her great-grandmother Edith. Ms. Traino said she remembered a photograph of herself sitting on Edith's lap as a child, and that her mother, Edyth, was named after her.

Though her great-grandparents were buried in Fairport, Ms. Traino's grandparents and parents were laid to rest in neighboring Penfield, so her family wound up visiting her great-grandparents' graves less often.

She said it was nice that Ms. DeRaddo had stepped in to clean their graves, and she was not surprised that so many people were drawn to videos of grave cleaning.

"You just feel interested," Ms. Traino said. "You don't mind looking at other people's gravestones, reading what they have to say."

Edith Burlingame's headstone, before it was cleaned. Lauren Petracca for The New York Times

And after. Her great-granddaughter said she appreciated the effort. Lauren Petracca for The New York Times


Jenna Jacobson, an assistant professor at Toronto Metropolitan University who specializes in social media, said that in a world of sensory overload, where many people feel overwhelmed, grave-cleaning videos offered "digital escapism."

A majority of those watching, Ms. Jacobson noted, have no aspirations to become grave cleaners, but they are drawn to the satisfaction they feel when they see the end result.

Reflecting on graves can also provide a sense of perspective, she said, and the videos are often inspiring.

"Grave-cleaning videos also are showing an act of kindness," Ms. Jacobson said. "They're a little bright spot on the internet of somebody doing something for someone else who can never repay you."

Wade Fowler, 43, who is based in Iowa and is known online as the "Millennial Stone Cleaner," has collaborated on grave-cleaning videos with Ms. DeRaddo. He agreed that selfless acts tend to "take off" on social media.

"There's so much in the news about things that are going wrong," he said. "And so it's sort of a different side of social media that allows for the positivity of it."

To preserve that positivity, Ms. DeRaddo emphasizes the importance of etiquette when it comes to grave cleaning.

She gets permission from the cemetery's caretaker before stopping by, and she only tends to gravestones that are stable, not crumbling or in need of repair. She always takes care to be respectful of the dead.

And while Ms. DeRaddo has long enjoyed spending time in cemeteries, she admits that her hobby has not always gone over well at happy hour.

At first, her friends thought that she was drawn to the paranormal side of things, before she explained that she was really just a history buff.

"I think some of my friends maybe had a bit of a pause, like, oh gosh, you like walking through cemeteries, that's kind of macabre," Ms. DeRaddo said. "But now they get it. Now they understand."

Ms. DeRaddo says she sees it as her mission to share the stories of people who "otherwise would have been lost to time." Lauren Petracca for The New York Times


Susan C. Beachy contributed research.
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Jaywalking Is a New York Tradition. Now It's Legal, Too.

New Yorkers can cross the street wherever they please without fear of a summons. Some fear the new law could lead to more pedestrian deaths.

The intersection of Christopher Street and Seventh Avenue in Manhattan. New York City officials have decriminalized jaywalking, a violation that most New Yorkers committed with regularity despite the potential of a $300 fine. Mark Abramson for The New York Times



By Emma G. Fitzsimmons



Oct 29, 2024 at 11:04 PM

Nearly 70 years ago, New York City began a campaign to warn pedestrians of the dangers of jaywalking.

"Cross at the green, not in between," the slogan said.

Seldom has a public safety announcement been so roundly ignored.

Telling New Yorkers, famously short of patience and time, not to cross the street mid-block did little to curb the illegal practice. Neither did the threat of fines: A violation carried a potential fine of up to $300, and hundreds of people received tickets each year.

But after decades of mostly turning the other way, city officials finally decriminalized jaywalking, crossing against a traffic signal or outside a crosswalk. The City Council passed a bill last month to allow pedestrians to cross the street wherever they please, and it became law over the weekend, after Mayor Eric Adams ran out of his allotted time to decide whether to veto or sign the bill.

"Let's be real, every New Yorker jaywalks," said Mercedes Narcisse, a City Council member from Brooklyn who sponsored the bill. "People are simply trying to get where they need to go."

Count the actress Sarah Jessica Parker among the scofflaws. Ms. Parker said that she had been "proudly crossing mid-block" since she arrived in the city in the late 1970s.

She said she recently explained the ritual of jaywalking to her daughters and compared it to double Dutch jump rope.

"The expert finds the perfect moment to jump in. But you have to know you are safe and aren't going to get caught in ropes," she wrote in an email, adding: "No texting while making the diagonal or straight across."

The vast majority of jaywalking summonses in New York City last year were given to Black and Latino pedestrians. Mark Abramson for The New York Times


Jaywalking laws, historically used to target Black and Latino residents, were not evenly enforced in New York, and the Council bill was primarily a racial justice measure. About 92 percent of the 463 people who received summons last year for crossing a street against a signal were Black or Latino, according to city records.

The new rules come at a tumultuous time for city streets when traffic deaths have risen. There have also been tense debates over electric bikes, outdoor dining and congestion pricing, a proposal to ease traffic and raise money for the transit system that was halted by Gov. Kathy Hochul.

About 200 people have died over the last five years while crossing streets in the middle of a block or against the light -- about 34 percent of all pedestrian fatalities, according to city transportation officials.

The law goes into effect in 120 days. Liz Garcia, a spokeswoman for the mayor, said in a statement that New Yorkers should still be cautious when crossing the street.

"All road users are safer when everyone follows traffic rules," she said, adding that pedestrians should "take advantage of safety mechanisms" at intersections and cross "in a crosswalk with the walk signal."

Jaywalking has been against the law in New York City since 1958. Pedestrians once ruled the streets and moved about freely, but vehicles took priority during the 20th century, said Gerard Koeppel, the author of "City on a Grid: How New York Became New York."

"It used to be nobody crossed at the intersection," he said. "You just crossed wherever you wanted to -- to get to where you wanted to get to -- as quickly as possible, and the car changed that," he said.

Joseph Borelli, the Republican minority leader in the City Council, said he was worried that allowing jaywalking could lead to more collisions.

"It's part of a broader decriminalization of everything," he said, pointing to efforts to stop giving tickets for public urination.

Vickie Paladino, a Republican councilwoman from Queens who recently claimed that new residents were trying to alter the streetscape because they "hate people who own cars," voted against the bill. She warned that it would "promote chaos and make streets far more dangerous."

But at a time when New Yorkers are worried about crime, the bill's sponsor, Ms. Narcisse, a Democrat, argued that police officers should not waste their time on jaywalking.

"By eliminating these penalties, we allow our officers to focus on issues that truly matter," she said.

The bill received support from the Legal Aid Society, a group that represents low-income New Yorkers, and Transportation Alternatives, a street safety group.

The Legal Aid Society said that the bill was long overdue and urged the City Council to "continue to abolish relic laws that serve no public safety purpose and only ensnare people in the criminal legal system."

The bill states that crossing the street against a traffic signal or crossing outside a crosswalk is no longer a violation of the city's administrative code and can no longer be the subject of police enforcement. It also requires the city's Transportation Department to conduct a public education effort regarding traffic safety and warns pedestrians crossing outside the crosswalk that they do not have the right of way.

Many New Yorkers confessed to jaywalking, but they were divided over making it legal. Josh Leong, 24, a filmmaker who lives in Brooklyn, welcomed the new rules.

"At least in New York, it's like a culturally accepted thing, and so I'm glad that they're now affirming that right," he said while eating lunch at Bryant Park on Tuesday.

Mr. Leong said the practice was viewed differently elsewhere, including in Japan, where he once crossed the street against the light, and his fellow pedestrians were aghast.

"I got so many death stares," he said.

Bonnie Josephs, 86, a lawyer who lives in Upper Manhattan, said she usually waits to walk in a crosswalk with the pedestrian light and thinks other should do the same.

"I think it's sensible to go with the lights," she said. "I don't want to get run over, particularly."

Dodai Stewart and Alyce McFadden contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/29/nyregion/jaywalking-legal-law-nyc.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Lynda Obst, Producer, Dies at 74; Championed Women in Hollywood

She helped make films like "Sleepless in Seattle" and "Contact." She also wrote widely about the industry, for The Times and other publications.

Lynda Obst accepting a Women in Film award in 2016. As a journalist and later as a producer, she was an outspoken critic of the treatment of women in the movie industry. Chris Pizzello/Invision, via Associated Press



By Clay Risen



Oct 24, 2024 at 09:28 PM

Lynda Obst, a New York journalist turned Hollywood producer who promoted women in films like "Sleepless in Seattle" and "Contact" while writing incisive dispatches from Tinseltown for outlets like The Atlantic and The New York Times, died on Tuesday at her home in Los Angeles. She was 74.

Her brother Rick Rosen said the cause was chronic obstructive pulmonary disease.

Known for her booming, raspy laugh and her startling candor, Ms. Obst was a colorful character even by the standards of a colorful industry.

Even more unusual for Hollywood, she was at times an outspoken critic of the movie industry, especially its treatment of women.

As a producer, she excelled at both frothy romantic comedies and serious science fiction dramas. She helped shepherd Nora Ephron's seminal "Sleepless in Seattle" as an executive producer in 1993 and the box-office hit "How to Lose a Guy in 10 Days" as a producer in 2003. But she also produced Robert Zemeckis's "Contact" in 1997 and Christopher Nolan's "Interstellar" in 2014.

She was an advocate for stories focused on women, and often made by women, at a time when there weren't many. She pushed, for example, for Jodie Foster to star as an astronomer in "Contact" when it was unusual for a major science fiction movie to have a female lead. An acolyte and admirer of Ms. Ephron, she produced her directorial debut, "This Is My Life" (1992).

Ms. Obst excelled at both frothy romantic comedies and serious science fiction dramas. She was an executive producer of the hit Nora Ephron comedy "Sleepless in Seattle" (1993), which starred Meg Ryan and Tom Hanks, seen here with Ross Malinger. TriStar Pictures


Matthew McConaughey in Christopher Nolan's "Interstellar" (2014), which Ms. Obst produced. Melinda Sue Gordon/Paramount Pictures


After spending much of the 1970s in the New York journalism world, including as an editor at The New York Times Magazine, Ms. Obst moved to Los Angeles in 1979 to work for a production company, Casablanca.

Her first success came when a writer she knew, Thomas Hedley, pitched her the idea for "Flashdance" (1983). The movie was a surprise hit, but she was relegated to a meager associate producer credit, below the names of more established men who came into the process later.

It was an early lesson in the gender politics of Hollywood, something she was determined to change.

In 1986 she and a friend, Debra Hill, formed Hill/Obst Productions, which made a string of critically and financially successful movies, including "Adventures in Babysitting" (1987), "Heartbreak Hotel" (1988) and "The Fisher King" (1991).

After she and Ms. Hill parted ways in the early 1990s, Ms. Obst continued to work as a producer, both for studios and independently. Her other films included "Bad Girls" (1994), "One Fine Day" (1996) and "The Invention of Lying" (2009).

She also produced a number of more recent television shows, including "The Hot Zone" (2019), "Good Girls Revolt" (2015) and "Hot in Cleveland" (2010).

"In some strange way it's a real meritocracy now," she told The New York Times in 1996. "If you happen to fall on a great script and it happens to get made, you can make a quantum leap, gender unbiased, in your career."

Ms. Obst with the director Jonathan Kaplan on the set of the 1994 film "Bad Girls." Snap/Shutterstock


Ms. Obst became known for engaging audiences, male as well as female, with smart comedies and dramas. Films like that blossomed in the late 1980s and '90s but began to suffer by the 2000s, as the economics of American filmmaking was upended by the shift to on-demand viewing and the explosive growth in international markets.

She used her background in journalism to document and criticize such changes, both in interviews and in articles for decidedly non-Hollywood publications like New York, Rolling Stone and Slate.

"The kinds of movies that they like abroad are movies with huge special effects, movies with gigantic explosions," she told NPR in 2013. "Women's movies -- that is, romantic comedies, dramas -- they don't play well overseas."

Ms. Obst wrote two well-received books about the film industry: "Hello, He Lied: And Other Tales From the Hollywood Trenches" (1996) and "Sleepless in Hollywood: Tales From the New Abnormal in the Movie Business" (2013).

Though her books were rooted in her personal experiences and challenges as a woman in Hollywood, critics praised them for abjuring gossip in favor of a sociological dissection of how the industry does -- and doesn't -- work.

Her second book in particular lamented how studios had shifted to what she called "the new abnormal," in which big-budget, big-action films -- "tent poles" -- dominated the industry, and as a result the sort of movies she once specialized in were shoved aside.

"We producers fight for the precious diminishing space you could justifiably call the 'in-between,'" she wrote. "So the question is, with all these tent poles, franchises, reboots and sequels, is there still room for movies in the movie business?"

In "Sleepless in Hollywood" (2013), Ms. Obst described what she called "the new abnormal," in which big-budget, big-action films came to dominate the industry, shoving aside the sort of movies she once specialized in. Simon & Schuster


Lynda Rosen was born on April 14, 1950, in Harrison, N.Y., a northern suburb of New York City, and grew up there. Her father, Robert, was in the garment business, and her mother, Claire (Shenker) Rosen, was a teacher.

All three of the Rosen children went into entertainment: Rick was a founder of the Endeavor Talent Agency and is now the head of the TV division at its successor, WME, and Lynda's other brother, Michael, was a TV producer.

Both of Ms. Obst's brothers survive her, as do her son, Oliver Obst, a manager and producer at 3 Arts Entertainment, and two granddaughters.

She graduated with a degree in philosophy from Pomona College in 1972 and began graduate school in the same subject at Columbia. But she left to edit a book for Random House, "The Rolling Stone History of the Sixties" (1978).

When Simon & Schuster hired her husband, David Obst, to start a production company in Los Angeles, the couple relocated to California, and Ms. Obst decided to follow his lead into film. The marriage ended in divorce.

In 1993, in need of an escape from the pressure chamber of Hollywood, Ms. Obst bought a ranch in Fredericksburg, Texas, about 80 miles west of Austin. With its awe-inspiring views, it became her happy place.

"No special-effects house can beat our own: In the distance I hear rolling thunder. As if etched with Zorro's sword, the sky is streaked with lightning," she wrote in The Times in 1997. "And the sight of the bluebonnets -- now that's the most thrilling spring release to me."

Brooks Barnes contributed reporting.
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California Tribes May Sue Small Casinos, Putting Them in Peril

A new state law allows tribes to file suit against gambling venues they don't operate, potentially shuttering them and jeopardizing local tax revenue.

Casinos like the one in Commerce, Calif., generate significant tax revenue for the cities where they operate and provide local jobs.



By Kurtis Lee
Reporting from the Southern California communities of Hawaiian Gardens and Commerce


Oct 23, 2024 at 10:04 AM

In the sprawl of Los Angeles County, a handful of casinos have operated for decades.

There's the crescent-shaped casino in Commerce, an industrial city off Interstate 5. A warehouse-like gambling parlor in Hawaiian Gardens, a short drive south. Two card rooms in Gardena, a nearby suburb.

Beyond being places to gamble and unwind, they have two things in common. They generate a large portion of their cities' revenue. And their existence may soon be challenged in court by California's tribal nations.

After a multimillion-dollar lobbying battle, state legislation signed into law last month allows Native American tribes, which own some of California's largest and most lucrative casinos, to dispute the legality of certain games played inside these small, privately owned gambling halls.

Tribes have argued that such casinos -- also known as card rooms because they have only table games and not slot machines -- have siphoned millions of dollars away from them.

The new law opened a window until April 1 for tribes to take their case to state courts, where they had lacked legal standing. At particular issue is whether the card rooms offer games considered Las Vegas-style gambling, to which the tribes have exclusive rights in California.

A group called the California Cardroom Alliance has said the law puts jobs at risk.

Recent legislation allows Native American tribes to challenge the legality of certain games played in card rooms. Stella Kalinina for The New York Times


"The measure could easily force card rooms out of business," Keith Sharp, the group's president, said in a letter to lawmakers over the summer. He pointed to a potential loss of $500 million in state, county and municipal tax revenue -- meaning less money spent on things like education, public health and infrastructure. The group expects lawsuits to be filed.

But representatives of the tribes say it is a long-overdue step toward fairness.

"For much of California history, tribes have been precluded from having access to justice to defend what was rightfully ours," said James Siva, a member of the Morongo Band of Mission Indians and chairman of the California Nations Indian Gaming Association, which supported the measure.

The law is a step toward transparency, Mr. Siva said, and the card room operators' opposition "makes plainly apparent that these establishments are not at all confident that what they are doing is legal."

Blackjack, for example, is a Las Vegas-style game, leaders of Mr. Siva's association contend, and they say offering it in card rooms violates the penal code and the State Constitution. Whether the house does the banking is the key issue in applying the Las Vegas model.

The state penal code bans card rooms from taking direct wagers, so they typically use third-party companies whose employees handle chips and pay out winnings. The California Cardroom Alliance says this arrangement has been approved by the state's Department of Justice for decades.

Josh Newman, the state senator who sponsored the legislation, said it was meant simply to offer tribes their day in court to clarify the legal boundaries. In response to his support, Mr. Newman has faced a backlash from unions, including members of a local chapter of the American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees, who protested outside his district office.

"As to the possible impact, if in fact a court finds in favor of the tribes, I have an immense amount of sympathy for the workers and other affected community entities," Mr. Newman said in an interview. But he added, "This is a matter of law and not of policy."

Tribes made donations totaling hundreds of thousands of dollars to lawmakers on committees that helped advance the measure in Sacramento.

The Gardens Casino in Hawaiian Gardens, Calif., employs 1,100 workers and is the city's largest employer. Stella Kalinina for The New York Times


"The casino keeps us afloat financially," said Mayor Victor Farfan of Hawaiian Gardens. "There are real-world consequences to all of this." Stella Kalinina for The New York Times


More than 60 tribal casinos operate statewide, including several resort-style operations in the desert east of Los Angeles, competing with the allure of Las Vegas, a four-hour drive away. The casinos, authorized by federal law in the late 1980s, add nearly $35 billion to the California economy, according to the American Gaming Association.

The state's history of smaller card rooms, in contrast, dates back to the Gold Rush. These days there are roughly 80, overseen by a pair of state agencies, the Bureau of Gambling Control and the Gambling Control Commission -- which, among other things, make sure that licenses are up-to-date and approve games played at card rooms. The card rooms make their money from seat fees, events, food and alcohol.

In Hawaiian Gardens, the venue is the Gardens Casino, tucked off a busy thoroughfare lined with Mexican restaurants and near a freeway exit. But the city, which has 14,000 residents, most of them Latino, is largely a bedroom community, with single-story homes and neatly manicured lawns within its one-square-mile confines. (Its quirky name comes from a popular drink stand in the 1920s that was decorated with palms and bamboo.)

"The casino keeps us afloat financially," said Mayor Victor Farfan. "There are real-world consequences to all of this."

In addition to being the city's largest employer with 1,100 workers, the privately owned casino yields about $13 million a year in taxes. (The casino spent $9 million on lobbying and other political activities over the past year, including efforts to fight the legislation.) The funds help pay for, among other things, law enforcement, a recreation center, and programs for children and seniors.

Money from the casino in Hawaiian Gardens helps pay for public services for residents, such as law enforcement, a recreation center, and programs for children and seniors. Stella Kalinina for The New York Times


When he was growing up in the 1980s in this densely populated sliver of Southern California, Mr. Farfan acknowledged, there was little that drew people to his community.

"We didn't have the Pacific Ocean like Santa Monica," he said. "We didn't have Disneyland like Anaheim."

Then, in the late 1990s, the casino opened. Mr. Farfan remembers staring in awe at the cars jamming the parking lot, with hundreds of people pouring in daily.

Initially, he said, some in the community were worried. "With a casino comes whispers of drugs and prostitution," he said, but "it has been everything but that scenario."

Inside on a recent weekday morning, tables were mostly crowded with middle-aged men sipping from Corona bottles and playing blackjack and poker. Many of the patrons come from just across the line in Orange County, where there is no gambling.

It is not hard for Mr. Farfan to imagine what would happen to the city if the card room were closed. That happened in 2020 during the Covid-19 pandemic, when card rooms closed for nearly a year in Los Angeles County, at a significant cost to both the casino and the city.

"We laid off city staff, cut hours as well," Mr. Farfan said. "We simply could not pay people."

Gisselle Delgado is a management analyst for the city of Commerce, Calif. Taxes from the casino fund about 40 percent of the city's municipal budget, including her salary. Stella Kalinina for The New York Times


Fourteen miles north, the city of Commerce feels the impact of its own card room, the Commerce.

Gisselle Delgado, 31, is a management analyst for the city. She has worked in government-related fields in cities across Los Angeles County for much of the past decade -- and smaller cities like Commerce, she said, are often overshadowed by places like Los Angeles and Santa Monica.

She does not gamble. But she knows that the taxes from gambling have funded her salary -- along with about 40 percent of the municipal budget.

"The casinos are a lifeline," she said, "not a burden."
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Consumers Keep U.S. Economy Growing at Healthy Pace

In a key economic report released just days before the presidential election, gross economic product rose at a 2.8 percent rate in the third quarter.

Gross Domestic Product




By Ben Casselman



Oct 30, 2024 at 12:33 PM

Consumers are spending. Inflation is cooling. And the U.S. economy looks as strong as ever.

Gross domestic product, adjusted for inflation, expanded at a 2.8 percent annual rate in the third quarter, the Commerce Department said on Wednesday. That came close to the 3 percent growth rate in the second quarter and was the latest indication that the surprisingly resilient recovery from the pandemic recession remained on solid footing.

"The economy right now is firing on nearly all cylinders," said Joe Brusuelas, chief economist at the accounting and consulting firm RSM.

The report was the first of three crucial indicators on the nation's economy scheduled for release this week, just days before the presidential election and the next policymaking meeting of the Federal Reserve.

The strength in the third quarter was again driven by robust consumer spending, which grew at a 3.7 percent rate, adjusted for inflation. Rising wages and low unemployment meant that Americans continued to earn more, while inflation continued to ease: Consumer prices rose at a 1.5 percent annual rate in the third quarter and were up 2.3 percent from a year earlier.

As recently as a few weeks ago, many economists were concerned that spending was about to slow as the job market weakened and household savings dwindled. But revised data released last month showed that incomes and savings were stronger than initially reported, and recent data on the job market has been strong. That suggests that spending could continue to grow -- especially because data released by the Conference Board this week showed that consumers were at last feeling more confident in the economy.

"Most consumers continue to be working," said Dana Peterson, chief economist for the Conference Board. "If you're a consumer and you're working, then you're going to spend."

Other parts of the economy were more mixed. Businesses stepped up their investments in both equipment and intellectual property, which some economists said could reflect demand for chips and software associated with artificial intelligence. Government spending was also strong, with spending on defense contributing more than half a percentage point to overall G.D.P. growth.

But businesses pulled back spending on new buildings, and the housing market contracted for the second straight quarter -- signs that high interest rates continue to take a toll. The weakness in housing could continue: Mortgage rates, which fell steadily over the summer, have been rising again in recent weeks.

"It's not like we're going back to 3 percent mortgage rates anytime soon," said Jay Bryson, chief economist for Wells Fargo. "Single-family housing is going to stay out of reach for many Americans."

The third-quarter data is preliminary and will be revised at least twice. Economists will get a more up-to-date read on the economy on Thursday, when the Commerce Department releases data on spending and inflation in September, and on Friday, when the Labor Department releases data on employment and wages in October.

Growth in the third quarter may have been lifted partly by businesses accelerating investments ahead of an expected strike at ports on the East and Gulf Coasts. The strike wound up lasting less than three days, but many businesses prepared for a longer shutdown, which may have, in effect, pulled forward some economic activity from the fourth quarter into the third.

Partly as a result, most forecasters expect growth to slow in the fourth quarter. And few would offer a confident prediction about next year -- in part because the economy's path will depend to some extent on who wins next week's elections and what policies the next president is able to impose.

Still, the economy has been tested repeatedly in recent years -- first by the pandemic and the disruptions it caused, then by the inflation and high interest rates that followed. So far, it has defied every prediction of a recession.

"It wasn't so long ago when commentators were certain we would need a recession to beat the inflation caused by the pandemic," Lael Brainard, director of the White House's National Economic Council, said in a call with reporters after the G.D.P. figures were released. "But it's now clear we've been able to bring inflation down to rates from before the pandemic while growing faster than projected."

And while the economy faces headwinds in the coming months, it also has some important factors working in its favor. Inflation continues to cool, allowing the Federal Reserve to begin cutting interest rates. Government investments in infrastructure and green energy, and private-sector investments in artificial intelligence, are flowing to businesses and ultimately to workers.

"The underlying state of the economy is pretty strong right now," Mr. Bryson said.
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As the World Turns, So Do These Cameras

Whirling 360-degree photo booths have gone from red carpets to bat mitzvahs to tourist sites like the Cradle of Humankind.

Video: 



By Chantel Tattoli



Oct 26, 2024 at 10:05 AM

Wild Adventure Corn Maze, since opening in 2010, has become a fall destination in Idaho Falls, Idaho. There are acres of farmland with corn planted in labyrinthine arrangements. There are more acres bursting with 25 varieties of sunflowers. There is a pumpkin patch, a rock climbing wall and a zip line.

Spinning in circles near those attractions, there is also a camera that captures visitors from all angles inside what's known as a 360-degree photo booth.

Ryan Searle and his wife, Bethany, the owners of Wild Adventure Corn Maze, first rented one of the booths two years ago. Last year, they rented another. This year, they bought their own booth secondhand for $1,500 because photos taken at the farm had become a main reason many high school students, engaged couples and others visited, Mr. Searle said.

The setups, also called memory or selfie booths, typically have a platform with an attached arm holding a ring light and a smartphone or camera -- think of a selfie stick -- that spins around people capturing 360-degree footage as they vamp and pose.

This type of image-making emerged on red carpets at awards shows more than a decade ago as a way to show elaborate formal wear from every vantage point. Not long after, 360-degree photo booths started replacing their less mobile predecessors at lavish weddings and bat mitzvahs. At a Paris Olympics party this summer thrown by the watchmaker Omega, Cindy Crawford, her daughter, Kaia Gerber, and other stars mugged for the rotating camera.

The booths, cumbersome as they may be, have also started appearing en plein-air at places known for attracting visitors carrying cameras. That includes Wild Adventure Corn Maze and in New York City along the Brooklyn Bridge and on streets in Times Square, two areas where their presence has led to crackdowns on operators.

After two years of renting a 360-degree photo booth, the corn maze's owners bought their own this year because photos taken there had become a main reason people visit. Amber Baesler for The New York Times


The booths typically have a platform with an attached arm holding a ring light and a smartphone or camera that spins around people as they vamp and pose. Amber Baesler for The New York Times

Footage made using 360-degree booths is often set to lively music, making it even more enticing to take -- and to share on social media. Amber Baesler for The New York Times


Vendors have set up 360-degree photo booths on the Las Vegas Strip and in the surrounding Mojave Desert at the public art installation "Seven Magic Mountains," a grouping of neon-colored boulders stacked amid the barren landscape.

Louella Sarabia, 41, and her husband paid $20 for 360 footage of them and their two children's visit to "Seven Magic Mountains" in July. The booth at first struck Ms. Sarabia as awkward. "You're in the middle of the desert," she said, and it "is intervening in the scenic view."

"But we tried it, and it was fun," she continued. Ms. Sarabia, who runs an events company with her husband in Nottingham, Md., added that while she was familiar with the booths because of her job, she had never before used one outside an event setting.

Gabriela Kyeremateng, the lead singer of a Christian wedding band in Britain, encountered a 360-degree photo booth while strolling through the Trocadero esplanade in Paris on New Year's Eve. Ms. Kyeremateng, 25, who had seen the booths while performing at wedding receptions, couldn't resist paying 10 euros to step in front of the camera with an incandescent Eiffel Tower in the background. "It was glorious," she said.


Visitors of the Batu Caves, a site of religious significance outside Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, in recent years might have noticed a booth set up by a 140-foot-tall golden statue of the Hindu god Murugan. Another was also temporarily installed at the Maropeng visitor center, a museum in the Cradle of Humankind, the World Heritage Site in South Africa that is recognized for its plentiful supply of fossilized early human remains.

Lindiwe Mahlangu, 34, who works at the museum, helped bring the booth there last year after seeing one in action at a travel trade show in Durban, South Africa. It was originally set up in a gallery, where "it was doing very well," Ms. Mahlangu said, but cramped the area. "We couldn't accommodate all the kids as well as the machine."

Its presence was somewhat jarring to Jasmin Sarwoko, a documentary filmmaker in Johannesburg, when she visited the museum late last year. "The Cradle is really an archaeologically important site," Ms. Sarwoko, 33, said. The 360-degree photo booth "felt totally random," she added. "Despite the randomness, it was actually quite popular with children, so I guess that was a positive?"

The booth's style of self-portraiture reflects longstanding and newer trends associated with image-making, said Robin Kelsey, a photography historian and a chairman of Harvard University's Committee on the Arts.

Like selfies, pictures taken at older photo booths and the daguerreotypes made before them, footage produced by a 360-degree setup is a form of "self-fashioning," Mr. Kelsey said, a term that describes the way people have long used self-portraiture as a way to influence perceptions of themselves. "Self-fashioning before a camera has become particularly central to culture," he said.

He added that 360-degree booths popping up at tourist destinations was indicative of how travel photography had evolved from people taking pictures of places to people taking pictures of themselves at places. He described that behavior as a way of individuals laying claim to sites they visited.

Booths at tourist sites are indicative of how travel photography had evolved from people taking pictures of places to people taking pictures of themselves at places. Amber Baesler for The New York Times


That imagery made using 360-degree booths is often set to lively music makes it even more enticing to take -- and to share on social media, which contributes to what Mr. Kelsey characterized as "an ongoing, keen interest in virtual ways of experiencing the world."

"What feels precarious, always, is the line between these virtual replications of the world and, well, reality," he continued. "In recent years, it seems that culture is tilting toward a preference for occupying the virtual spaces."

The device widely recognized for bringing 360-degree photo booths to the masses was introduced in 2015, about five years after the channel E!, as part of its televised red carpet broadcasts, started having celebrities stand on a rotating dais for cameras to capture every angle of their outfits.

The invention was conceived by Daniel Rosenberry, who at the time was in his early 20s and making videos of his attempts at extreme stunts for a YouTube series called JoyRiders. Mr. Rosenberry and his older brother, Jonathan, a videographer, had been documenting feats with a GoPro and other cameras, but none could capture certain stunts involving fire from a close vantage point and from all angles in one take, he said.

"We weren't like, 'Let's make a photo booth,'" said Mr. Rosenberry, now 33, who recounted the product's origin story on a video call last month from a sailboat, named Tippy No Flippy, on which he is currently living with his wife and baby son. An initial sketch of the machine by Mr. Rosenberry showed flames engulfing a stick figure standing on a platform with an arm.

Daniel Rosenberry's initial sketch of the device widely credited for bringing 360-degree photo booths to the masses. via Bob Rosenberry


Video: 

Footage of Mr. Rosenberry fire breathing taken by the prototype 360-degree photo booth he built with his father.

With his father, Bob Rosenberry, who was working in the robotics department at NASA's Goddard Spaceflight Center before retiring, Mr. Rosenberry developed a prototype with items including a generator, a coffee can, scrap wood and several pulleys. That contraption, while unrefined and a bit wobbly, successfully took 360 footage of Mr. Rosenberry fire breathing.

His friend Adam Boussouf, who was involved with JoyRiders and had studied engineering with Mr. Rosenberry at the University of Maryland, later helped him file a patent for what they then called simply "the device." It became the first product released by a company started by the Rosenberrys and Mr. Boussouf, which they named OrcaVue -- a combination of the words "orbiting camera" and "vue," or view in French.

It wasn't long before people started requesting to have OrcaVue's 360-degree photo booth at parties, Mr. Rosenberry said. "And then the brand activations found us," he continued. "And you know what happened next." (In June, Mr. Rosenberry sold his stake in OrcaVue for a six-figure sum, as he put it.)

The company's booths, which start at $2,990, are now among several on the market. Some are sold at a fraction of the price.

Like most technology once considered novel, the 360-degree photo booth has also started to be edged out by another machine. Known as a Glambot, it has an arm that can be programmed to make any number of movements while holding a camera -- not just spin in a circle.

OrcaVue released its Glambot this month, well after others started appearing in red carpet coverage on E! and at events like food festivals and movie premiere parties.

Further evidence of their rise: In the fourth season of "Emily in Paris," released this year, the show's titular, trend-obsessed character organizes a party for a newly launched perfume with contraptions that include a "glamera."
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'Ragtime' Crushed Brandon Uranowitz's Dream. Now It's Healing His Wounds.

Nearly 30 years after being let go from the Broadway-bound show, this Tony Award winner is taking a lead role in a new revival at City Center.

"I don't think I realized how much I needed it," Brandon Uranowitz said of starring in the New York City Center gala production of "Ragtime." Amir Hamja for The New York Times



By Erik Piepenburg



Oct 29, 2024 at 02:51 PM

In 1997, Brandon Uranowitz was a 10-year-old from West Orange, N.J., who dreamed of being on Broadway. He got one small foot in the door that year when he replaced Paul Dano as the wide-eyed little boy Edgar in the musical "Ragtime" during its premiere in Toronto.

A year later, "Ragtime" opened on Broadway, and the musical -- about three families navigating America at the turn of the 20th century, based on E.L. Doctorow's 1975 novel -- featured most of the Toronto cast, a powerhouse roster that included Audra McDonald, Brian Stokes Mitchell, Peter Friedman, Marin Mazzie and Lea Michele. But Uranowitz wasn't chosen to make the move. (Alex Strange was cast in the role instead.)

That disappointment remains an "open wound," Uranowitz, 38, said.

"It was just, see ya, thanks for coming," he added. "It felt unfinished."

Uranowitz, center, and other cast members during a rehearsal for the show, which begins performances on Wednesday. Amir Hamja for The New York Times


Uranowitz eventually got to Broadway, making his debut in the short-lived musical "Baby It's You!" and later appearing in "Falsettos," "An American in Paris" and other shows. Last season, he won a Tony Award for his role in Tom Stoppard's play "Leopoldstadt."

Starting Wednesday, Uranowitz hopes to finally close that open wound when "Ragtime" is revived, not on Broadway but at City Center, where Lear DeBessonet's new production is to begin performances. And Uranowitz, returning to the show for the first time since his Toronto run, will play the Jewish immigrant father-protector Tateh, the role for which Friedman received a Tony nomination.

The revival, which continues through Nov. 10, also stars Joshua Henry, Nichelle Lewis and Caissie Levy and, as the labor activist Emma Goldman, the Tony-winning composer Shaina Taub ("Suffs").

During a recent rehearsal break at City Center, Uranowitz became emotional as he talked about revisiting "Ragtime" -- which won four Tony Awards, including for Stephen Flaherty and Lynn Aherns's score and for Terrence McNally's book -- and what the show, and time, has taught him about the business of Broadway and the need for self-care. These are edited excerpts from the conversation.

A young Uranowitz as Edgar in "Ragtime" in Toronto. via Uranowitz Family 


What does it mean for you to be in "Ragtime" after all these years?

I'm feeling a lot of things, mostly gratitude, mostly luck. I have a complicated relationship with this show. When I did it, it represented the achievement of the ultimate dream. In the end it represented the shattering of those dreams. It taught me at an early age what this business can do to a person, the highs and lows and the projected mania that it puts on actors at a really young age. I haven't talked about it until recently. I harbored a lot of shame around it.

Why?

I'm only now starting to unpack it. They were doing things to me physically to make me fit the role. They were bleaching my hair and my eyebrows twice a week. There was this effort to hide my true identity behind this character. The reasons for me being demoted, for lack of a better term, were either I was too Jewish or I wasn't good enough. Both of those options are deeply shameful for a kid, and for me even now as an actor.

I feel like this word gets thrown around a lot, but there was a trauma attached to that experience that has followed me throughout my career. They offered me the understudy, something I found out later, but I think my parents felt to be demoted in that way and not be onstage, it just didn't seem worth it to them. They told me you're just not going to Broadway, which I realize now was the smart parenting decision.

Do you have a memory of watching the show backstage as a kid?

I would be offstage right waiting to come on, and I would always see Audra come into the wings stage left. She would crouch down to emotionally prep. She would come on all disheveled, tears streaming down her face and it was so real and raw. I never forgot it.

When I was doing "Leopoldstadt" I found myself, before the final act, crouching down and getting myself prepped for that. [Pause, as he begins to tear up.] It didn't occur to me for a while that I learned from her just by watching.

Now you're in a starring role.

To be back in it now in a role that is so aligned with who I am after going through a very circuitous journey around my Jewish identity, finally reaching a place where I'm really proud of it -- this feels very healing for me.

"The healing is specifically around my Jewish identity," said Uranowitz, who will play the Jewish immigrant father-protector Tateh. "I'm coming into this now with pride." Amir Hamja for The New York Times


How is it healing?

It's just that I knew on some cosmic level that I would come back to it, especially because there's a role like Tateh. I think the healing is specifically around my Jewish identity. They were trying to de-Jew, un-Jew me, physically. On top of that, my family belonged to a conservative temple growing up, and I was in the closet [about being gay], hiding this other part of my identity that didn't seem to align with my Jewish identity. I'm coming into this now with pride.

Immigrant experiences and antisemitism are central through lines in "Ragtime." They are also very much still in the headlines.

The gift of this show is it's timeless. There are so many themes in it -- police brutality, immigration -- that are present right now. We will be doing it during the election, which feels hot and volatile but absolutely necessary. I can't imagine doing anything else at this time.

The fact that Kamala Harris has made her [unofficial] slogan "we're not going back" and the 11 o'clock number of this show is a woman saying "we can never go back to before" -- it just feels prescient.

What would your younger self think of you now?

He would say, good for you for sticking with it. [He pauses as tears fill his eyes.] I think he'd be really proud. It's hard for me to be proud of myself often. This business is brutal. But I'm grateful for having learned it at a young age. This show is just very important for me to do. I don't think I realized how much I needed it.
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Martha Stewart Gives Netflix's 'Martha' a Scalding Review

When a reporter phoned about her new documentary, the lifestyle star didn't hold back: "I hate those last scenes. Hate them."

Martha Stewart in a scene from R.J. Cutler's documentary. She has issues with it. Netflix



By Brooks Barnes
Reporting from Los Angeles


Oct 30, 2024 at 09:01 AM

Most business titans spout niceties -- insipid, banal, stale -- when speaking to reporters on the record. It can be impossible to get them to say what they really think, and if they accidentally let something colorful slip, a saw-toothed publicist inevitably arrives to try to scrub it away.

But not Martha Stewart. As a media savant, she may understand that startling candor cuts through the clutter and gets her heard. Or maybe, at 83, she just has no more you-know-whats left to give.

Even so, I was not quite prepared for a recent phone interview with her. I called to discuss her experience with the Oscar-nominated filmmaker R.J. Cutler, whose "Martha" documentary arrived on Netflix on Wednesday after a run on the fall festival circuit. I figured our chat would last 10 minutes. She'd say a positive thing and a negative thing and go back to making TikToks with Snoop Dogg.

Out came roughly 30 almost uninterrupted minutes of sharp critique. "R.J. had total access, and he really used very little," she said, referring to her archive. "It was just shocking."

After a couple of failed attempts to interject a question, I decided it was best to just get out of her way. Below are some of the things she's sore about (some lightly edited for clarity).

Cutler declined to comment on specific points. "I am really proud of this film, and I admire Martha's courage in entrusting me to make it," he said. "I'm not surprised that it's hard for her to see aspects of it."

Over his 31-year film career, Cutler has examined political figures ("The World According to Dick Cheney"), pop stars ("Billie Eilish: The World's a Little Blurry") and magazine editors ("The September Issue"). Never before has a subject of one of his films publicly attacked his work.

"It's a movie, not a Wikipedia page," he said of "Martha." "It's the story of an incredibly interesting human being who is complicated and visionary and brilliant."

In Stewart's view, the film's second half is "a bit lazy."

"Those last scenes with me looking like a lonely old lady walking hunched over in the garden? Boy, I told him to get rid of those. And he refused. I hate those last scenes. Hate them."

"I had ruptured my Achilles' tendon. I had to have this hideous operation. And so I was limping a little. But again, he doesn't even mention why -- that I can live through that and still work seven days a week."

She called the music "lousy."

"I said to R.J., 'An essential part of the film is that you play rap music.' Dr. Dre will probably score it, or Snoop or Fredwreck. I said, 'I want that music.' And then he gets some lousy classical score in there, which has nothing to do with me." (Cutler added Snoop Dogg's "Beautiful" to the end credits after Stewart saw an unfinished cut of the film.)

She said Cutler chose unflattering camera angles.

"He had three cameras on me. And he chooses to use the ugliest angle. And I told him, 'Don't use that angle! That's not the nicest angle. You had three cameras. Use the other angle.' He would not change that."

She argued that what made her magazine special was lost.

"My magazine, my Martha Stewart magazine, which you might say is traditional, was the most modern home magazine ever created. We had avant-garde photography. Nobody ever showed puff pastry the way I showed it. Or the glossaries of the apples and the chrysanthemums. And we prided ourselves so much on all of that modernism. And he didn't get any of that."

"Where the heck are my grandchildren?" she wondered.

"There's not even a mention. And these grandchildren are utterly fantastic. My daughter was very against the children being included. But I could have talked about them, and I did. I've taken them to the most unusual places in the world, and they're only 12 and 13. My love of travel wasn't mentioned. My trip up Kilimanjaro wasn't mentioned!"

Colorful anecdotes were left out, she said, including how the lawyer Alan Dershowitz used to flirt with her in the 1960s, when she was first married.

"He would be dribbling on the table. That was the fun part, all of these stories. R.J. didn't get any of that in the movie. Can you imagine?

In contrast, the documentary spends "way too much time" on her 2004 trial and prison sentence, she said.

"It was not that important. The trial and the actual incarceration was less than two years out of an 83-year life. I considered it a vacation, to tell you the truth."

"The trial itself was extremely boring. Even the judge fell asleep. R.J. didn't even put that in. The judge was asleep at the bench. I wrote it in my diary every day."

But she didn't dislike everything.

"I love the first half of the documentary. It gets into things that many people don't know anything about, which is what I like about it." (One scene she singled out: While in Europe on her honeymoon, she left her husband at the hotel and went alone to the Florence cathedral, becoming so overwhelmed with emotion that she kissed a stranger. "I wish we all could experience such an evening," she says in the film.)

She acknowledged that viewers may be more forgiving of the film, focusing more on its ultimate message.

"So many girls have already told me -- young women -- that watching it gave them a strength that they didn't know they had. And that's the thing I like most about the documentary. It really shows a strong woman standing up for herself and living through horror as well as some huge success."

"That's what I wanted the documentary to be. It shouldn't be me boasting about inner strength and any of that crap. It should be about showing that you can get through life and still be yourself."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/30/movies/martha-stewart-netflix-documentary.html
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How FTX's Young Executives Shattered Their Parents

As their children are sentenced for fraud, the parents of FTX's top leaders have described their disbelief at how the crypto exchange upended their lives.

Sam Bankman-Fried's parents, Joseph Bankman and Barbara Fried, are part of a group of parents who wrote letters pleading for leniency for their children involved in the FTX case. Karsten Moran for The New York Times



By David Yaffe-Bellany
David Yaffe-Bellany covers the cryptocurrency industry.


Oct 30, 2024 at 09:02 AM

The week that FTX collapsed in 2022, the father of Nishad Singh, one of the crypto exchange's top executives, arrived at the airport to pick him up.

His son, who had just turned 27, appeared suicidal. "Nishad was a shell of himself, completely destroyed by his guilt," Gururaj Singh, a veteran tech executive, recalled in a recent court filing.

For the next five months, the elder Mr. Singh, now 63, put his career on hold to focus on his son's mental health. "Every minute I was not next to him, I worried that I would be told by someone that he had just ended his life," he wrote.

He also had to come to terms with an alarming fact: His son, a talented software engineer who had graduated with the highest honors from the University of California, Berkeley, was a criminal. Nishad Singh had helped oversee a sweeping conspiracy that erased $8 billion from FTX's books, plunging the company into bankruptcy, draining customers' savings and prompting a slew of criminal investigations centered on Sam Bankman-Fried, the founder of FTX.

The younger Mr. Singh pleaded guilty to fraud last year. In court on Wednesday, a judge sentenced him to three years of supervised release, sparing him prison time for his role in FTX's implosion as he became the third of the company's top leaders to receive a punishment.

Each of those cases has illustrated an emotional subplot of the FTX drama: the plight of the conspirators' parents, a group of wealthy academics and high-achieving immigrants who were heavily involved in their adult children's lives. Before the crypto exchange failed, they had all lived versions of the upper-middle-class dream, raising children who coasted from selective schools into high-paying jobs. Now they are consumed by sadness and disbelief, struggling to understand how such a fate could have befallen families like theirs.

"His life is now altered in a way none of us could ever have imagined," Anu Singh, a psychologist and the mother of Nishad Singh, lamented in a recent filing. The mother of Caroline Ellison, another executive at the crypto business, said she had a hard time reconciling what her daughter had done.

Nishad Singh, whose father put his career on hold to focus on his son's mental health, is set to be sentenced on Wednesday after pleading guilty to fraud. Jefferson Siegel for The New York Times


"I will spend the rest of my life trying to understand how someone as good and selfless in so much of her life could end up in the situation she did," Sara Fisher Ellison wrote in a filing last month.

Many white-collar defendants are middle-aged executives, with spouses and children of their own. But the conspirators in the FTX case were unusually young -- in their mid- or late 20s when they committed their crimes.

Their parents' lives have been shattered. Some of them faced enormous legal bills or suffered reputational damage. Mr. Bankman-Fried's parents, the Stanford University law professors Joe Bankman and Barbara Fried, were sued by FTX's bankruptcy estate over their financial entanglements with the company. Ms. Ellison's parents, who both teach economics at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, were harassed online and hounded by the news media.



Over the past nine months, the parents of Mr. Bankman-Fried, Ms. Ellison and Mr. Singh have written letters to Lewis A. Kaplan, the judge overseeing the FTX case, pleading for leniency for their children. They described the emotional toll of FTX's collapse, recounting wrenching conversations and endless stress. Ms. Fried said seeing her son in jail had plunged her into indescribable grief.

"I would gladly change places with him if I could," she wrote.


Mr. Bankman-Fried was sentenced to 25 years in prison in March, and Ms. Ellison received a two-year sentence at a hearing last month. One other member of Mr. Bankman-Fried's inner circle, the FTX co-founder Gary Wang, is scheduled to learn his fate on Nov. 20, with letters from family due about two weeks before his sentencing.

(A fifth FTX executive, Ryan Salame, was recently sentenced to seven and a half years in prison, but his charges weren't related to the conspiracy that caused the company to implode.)

Across those cases, the FTX conspirators benefited from privileges that most criminal defendants lack, said Seth Goertz, a former federal prosecutor in Arizona. They hired top-tier law firms to mount sophisticated defenses featuring sympathetic portraits of their lives, anchored by polished parental testimonies.

"You're certainly seeing class dynamics in play here," Mr. Goertz said. "This is not something a defendant who just has access to a public defender could do."

The parents of Mr. Bankman-Fried, Ms. Ellison and Mr. Singh declined to comment.

Mr. Bankman-Fried started working with Ms. Ellison, Mr. Singh and Mr. Wang in 2018, when he ran a crypto hedge fund, Alameda Research, in Berkeley, Calif. All recent college graduates, they bonded over a shared commitment to effective altruism -- a philanthropic movement that calls on young people to donate most of their money to charity.

Ms. Ellison's parents were skeptical of her life decisions. She ignored the "standard parental advice" to buy a house and avoid storing all her savings on FTX, her father, Glenn Ellison, wrote to the court.

"I was a bit shocked when the first tax receipt for a charitable contribution a hundred times larger than I would have thought a college student should make arrived in the mail," Mr. Ellison wrote in a filing last month.

The elder Mr. Singh had his own doubts about the new crypto venture. His son had quit a job at Facebook to join Alameda, a move that struck him as unwise. But when he toured Alameda's office, he was impressed.

"If I was Nishad's age, I could see being drawn to work there," he wrote in a filing. "I spoke to Sam for a few minutes and found him to be very bright."


Mr. Bankman-Fried, Mr. Singh, Mr. Wang and Ms. Ellison eventually moved to Hong Kong, where they started FTX. The company became a global phenomenon, turning its top executives into billionaires, at least on paper.

Mr. Bankman-Fried's parents were intimately involved in the business. Mr. Bankman helped FTX find its first lawyers and worked on the company's advocacy efforts in Washington. Ms. Fried, who ran a political donor network in Silicon Valley, advised Mr. Bankman-Fried and Mr. Singh on campaign contributions before the 2022 midterm elections, court filings show.

Other FTX parents played smaller roles, offering informal guidance and occasionally visiting the Bahamas, where the company relocated in 2021.

At times, they were completely in the dark about their children's company. In his letter to the court, Mr. Ellison said he had no idea his daughter had been dating Mr. Bankman-Fried, with whom she had a turbulent, multiyear relationship, until a few months before they broke up.

"I wish I could offer some insight into how things went so wrong and how she ended up making the decisions she did," Mr. Ellison wrote. "But we, like many others, were completely blindsided."

Caroline Ellison, a former top executive in Mr. Bankman-Fried's empire, received a two-year sentence. Her father said some of her decisions had "completely blindsided" him. Jefferson Siegel for The New York Times


When FTX unraveled in late 2022, all three sets of parents sprang into action. Mr. Bankman and Ms. Fried traveled to the Bahamas, where they stayed with their son for a month.

Mr. Ellison and Ms. Fisher Ellison struggled to reach their daughter. When they finally spoke the day after FTX's bankruptcy, Ms. Ellison "was in a state I have never seen," Mr. Ellison wrote. "She just could not stop crying, saying multiple times that she 'knew.'"

The elder Mr. Singh had been bracing for bad news. A few days before the bankruptcy, he had gotten a panicked call from his son. "Can you come here?" Nishad Singh had asked. "I'm scared. I need you."

But FTX unraveled too quickly for him to intervene, so he arranged for his son to fly home to the San Francisco Bay Area with his fiancee, who was also an FTX employee, and their dog, Gopher.

At home, the elder Mr. Singh tried to hold himself together, to stay strong for his family. When Ms. Singh saw their son, she pulled him into an embrace. "I held him as tightly as I could, rocking him back and forth as he wept," she wrote.

Over the next year, Gururaj Singh traveled to New York with his son for meetings with prosecutors. All the onetime billionaire wants now is to live a simple and happy life, he told the judge. "To him, this means a renewed focus on family," the elder Mr. Singh wrote. "On getting married, becoming a father one day."

Kitty Bennett contributed research.
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Volkswagen Profit Shrinks as Unions Threaten Strike

Germany's biggest automaker said its profit dropped 42 percent in the third quarter, as union leaders warned that workers were ready to walk out over a wage dispute.

The Volkswagen power plant in Wolfsburg, Germany. The company reported that profit fell to 2.86 billion euros, or $3.1 billion, for the months of August to September. Axel Schmidt/Reuters



By Melissa Eddy
Melissa Eddy reported from Wolfsburg, Germany, where Volkswagen and the union leaders met for wage talks.


Oct 30, 2024 at 02:37 PM

Volkswagen reported a 42 percent drop in quarterly profit on Wednesday, while emphasizing an "urgent need" to cut costs and gain efficiency in a challenging marketplace as it considers plant closures and layoffs in Germany.

The automaker's negotiator pointed to the company's weak earnings ahead of his meeting with union leaders, who warned of imminent strikes if a solution to cut costs and restructure the brand was not found.

The Volkswagen Group, which owns 10 brands, including Audi and Porsche, is Germany's largest industrial employer, with 120,000 people working for its eponymous core brand. The country's vision of itself as an economic powerhouse and automotive giant is also deeply intertwined with Volkswagen, and local economies across the country depend on the company and its well-paid workers.

Representatives from the automaker and IG Metall, the union representing most of its workers, convened for a second round of wage negotiations on Wednesday in a conference room in the Volkswagen Arena, the stadium of the company's professional soccer team, VfL Wolfsburg.

After roughly seven hours of talks, Arne Meiswinkel, the chief of personnel at Volkswagen, who is leading negotiations for the company, told reporters that the company was seeking 10 percent pay cuts and reductions in bonuses. In exchange, he floated the prospect of discussing keeping all 10 factories in Germany open.

"To achieve this financial goal, we can also imagine discussing the prospects for securing the locations and employment," Mr. Meiswinkel said.

Before the talks, Volkswagen reported that profit fell to 2.86 billion euros, or $3.1 billion, for the months of August to September, its lowest level in three years. The company is struggling against falling demand in China, the world's largest car market, and high costs, especially in its homeland, Germany.

Union leaders went into the round insisting that the company guarantee that all 10 of its factories in Germany remain open, or they would begin preparing for walkouts.

The union is prevented from staging any strikes until the end of November, but leaders said they would begin preparing walkouts unless their demand was met.

"We expect Volkswagen to declare its willingness to enter into negotiations with us on a viable future concept for all sites," Thorsten Groger, chief negotiator of IG Metall union, told reporters ahead of the talks.

"Otherwise, I say quite clearly, we will have to plan the further escalation with our negotiating and bargaining committee," he said.

On Monday, the company's top employee representative said management had informed the works council that it was considering shutting down as many as three factories in Germany and laying off tens of thousands of workers. The closures would be the first in the 87-year history of the company and a further blow to Germany's stagnant economy.

Daniela Cavallo, who leads the council representing the Volkswagen's employees in Germany and took part in the negotiations, said the company's willingness to talk about avoiding factory closures was a step in the right direction, but warned that they remained far from reaching a solution.

"We are still miles apart in terms of our positions," Ms. Cavallo said.
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Alphabet Revenue Jumps 15% to $88.3 Billion

The tech giant's 34 percent increase in quarterly profit topped Wall Street expectations, driven by its advertising and cloud businesses.

Alphabet, the parent company of Google, continued making large investments in data centers, chips and other hardware in the third quarter. Amy Osborne/The New York Times



By Nico Grant
Reporting from San Francisco


Oct 29, 2024 at 08:26 PM

Alphabet, Google's parent company, reported strong revenue growth on Tuesday, as its business continued to excel despite tough regulatory scrutiny and growing competition.

Alphabet reported $88.3 billion in sales for the third quarter, up 15 percent from a year earlier and above analysts' estimate of $86.4 billion. Profit climbed 34 percent to $26.3 billion. Analysts had expected $22.9 billion.

The results showed that Alphabet's popular online services, led by Google's search engine and YouTube's video platform, remained central pathways for marketers to get their ads in front of consumers. The company has maintained huge profits in the face of government calls to break up its business and greater competition for advertisers from TikTok, Amazon and others.

The company has pivoted to artificial intelligence, competing with Microsoft and OpenAI for chatbot users, developers and corporate customers. Alphabet continued making large investments in data centers, chips and other hardware in the third quarter, saying it spent $13 billion on capital expenditures, which was a 62 percent jump from a year earlier.

Sundar Pichai, Google's chief executive, said in a call with financial analysts that the investment in A.I. was "paying off and driving success for the company."

Alphabet's share price increased more than 5 percent in after-hours trading on Tuesday. The company announced that it would continue to offer a dividend of 20 cents a share to investors, to be paid on Dec. 16.

Alphabet has been battling two cases brought by the Justice Department that take aim at its powerful online ads business. In August, a federal judge sided against Google in a landmark ruling, saying the company had acted as an illegal monopoly to maintain its advantage in the search business. The Justice Department said it was considering asking for remedies that include forcing Google to divest its Chrome web browser and Android mobile operating system.

Another ruling, in a case about Google's technology for advertisers and publishers, is expected in the coming months. Government lawyers have also asked for part of Google's ad business to be spun off as a possible remedy. Google has denied wrongdoing in both cases.

Mr. Pichai said on Tuesday that company planned to "vigorously defend" itself in the cases.

"Some of the early proposals from the D.O.J., et cetera, have been far-reaching," he told analysts. "They could have unintended consequences, particularly to the dynamic tech sector and the American leadership there."

Next year, Google's share of the search advertising market is expected to fall below 50 percent, as Amazon and TikTok increase search ad sales, according to eMarketer, a research group that tracks online markets. It would be the first time that Google dipped below the threshold since eMarketer began tracking the metric in 2008.

Nonetheless, Google's search engine, its largest business, continues to record strong revenue growth. Revenue from the search engine rose 12 percent to $49.4 billion in the third quarter, narrowly higher than analysts' estimate of $49 billion.

The growth was driven by insurance ads and retail ads, Philipp Schindler, Google's chief business officer, said during the call.

Advertising sales at YouTube climbed 12 percent to $8.9 billion, matching the figure expected by analysts. The platform got a boost from election-related ads, Mr. Schindler said.

Sales at Google Cloud, the division that offers software and technology services to other businesses, increased 35 percent to $11.4 billion. Analysts had estimated $10.9 billion. The unit recorded a record operating profit of $1.95 billion in the third quarter.
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Robert Lighthizer: Trump's China Trade Warrior and 'Food Fight' Referee

If Donald J. Trump regains the presidency, his former U.S. trade representative could lead his quest to slap punishing tariffs on foreign trading partners.

Robert Lighthizer in Washington, D.C., in 2021. Alyssa Schukar for The New York Times



By Elizabeth Williamson and Ana Swanson



Oct 30, 2024 at 03:29 PM

Perhaps nowhere in the Trump White House was the jockeying for ideological influence more raw than what staff members described as the "food fights" during trade meeting Tuesdays.

In the early months of the administration, these were the increasingly noisy battles between the China super hawks, like the senior trade adviser Peter Navarro, and free traders like Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin and Gary Cohn, the chief of the National Economic Council.

In one heated Oval Office argument, Mr. Cohn "lifted his leg on me," Mr. Navarro recalled in an interview, making a gesture like a dog at a fire hydrant. Mr. Cohn declined to comment on the record.

Enter Robert E. Lighthizer, who arrived at the White House in May 2017 as the U.S. trade representative. Mr. Lighthizer, an international trade lawyer who had made millions of dollars suing China on behalf of clients like U.S. Steel, quickly lowered the decibel level at the Tuesday meetings, said Charlie Kupperman, a Trump deputy national security adviser.

He did so, Mr. Kupperman said, by using his knowledge of trade law to forge a middle ground between "Mnuchin, who was mashed potatoes on China, and Navarro, who was to the right of Attila the Hun."

Mr. Lighthizer, second from right, told President Donald J. Trump he had been "played" in a deal with China negotiated by Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross. T.J. Kirkpatrick for The New York Times


If Mr. Trump wins the presidency again, Mr. Lighthizer, 77, a longtime trade protectionist, has been talked about as a potential Treasury secretary, commerce secretary or top economic adviser. Regardless of his formal role, it will most likely be up to Mr. Lighthizer to keep Mr. Trump's wilder impulses at bay while delivering on one of the former president's signal campaign promises: to grow American manufacturing jobs by imposing draconian tariffs on economic adversaries like China, and on many friendly nations, too.

Mr. Lighthizer has already told Wall Street money managers that should Mr. Trump win next week, sweeping new tariffs could swiftly follow.

Mr. Trump's opponent, Vice President Kamala Harris, joins many economists in saying Mr. Trump's campaign pledge to impose tariffs of 60 percent or more on Chinese products and 10 to 20 percent on imports from nearly everywhere else would drive up prices, shrink the economy and cost jobs. Tax experts call Mr. Trump's idea to replace the federal income tax with tariff revenue wildly unrealistic, and potentially deeply destructive to the economy.

Unlike many other potential second-term advisers to Mr. Trump, Mr. Lighthizer has decades of experience in his area of expertise, international trade, and was described by a half-dozen people interviewed for this article as "the adult in the room." But Mr. Lighthizer's avid pursuit of protectionist trade policy has meant overlooking many of his boss's excesses.

He wrote an opinion essay praising Mr. Trump's trade views in 2011, while Mr. Trump was spreading the "birther" lie about President Barack Obama. He negotiated a rewrite of the North American Free Trade Agreement, intended to steer more auto manufacturing to the United States, while Congress was impeaching Mr. Trump the first time. He is an adviser to the Trump campaign this year even though some former colleagues say he was horrified by the Capitol attack on Jan. 6, 2021.

Mr. Lighthizer declined to be interviewed for this article. "I believe the focus should be on President Trump during this campaign and not me," he said in a text message. Asked about his reaction to Jan. 6 in a text message to his cellphone, Mr. Lighthizer did not reply.

Missile Man

Mr. Lighthizer during a Senate hearing in 2020. Anna Moneymaker for The New York Times


Mr. Lighthizer has spent more than a half-century in and out of Washington. But it is his roots in Ashtabula, an Ohio factory town on the shore of Lake Erie, that he has said shaped his opposition to trade pacts with Japan, China and Mexico as an "unmitigated disaster" for working people.

The son of a doctor, Mr. Lighthizer went on to Georgetown University and then its law school, followed by decades in and out of private practice and jobs in Republican administrations, including as deputy U.S. trade representative in President Ronald Reagan's first term.

At the time, Japanese companies were gobbling up market share from American manufacturers of cars, steel and semiconductors. Mr. Lighthizer, who fought back in tense trade talks, at one point grew so frustrated with Japan's negotiators that he folded one of their printed proposals into a paper airplane and sailed it across the bargaining table.

Tokyo called him "Missile Man" but ultimately agreed to voluntarily limit its exports of cars, steel and other products to the United States.

After the Reagan administration, Mr. Lighthizer joined the firm of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom in Washington, where he helped U.S. Steel and other manufacturers sue foreign companies for unfair trade practices. In the early 2000s, as U.S. metal makers like Bethlehem Steel and National Steel went bankrupt, Mr. Lighthizer helped persuade the government to impose hefty tariffs to shield the U.S. industry.

By early 2011, when Mr. Trump was toying with running for president and advancing a protectionist stance that drew scorn from many Republicans, Mr. Lighthizer wrote a Washington Times column defending Mr. Trump.

"For most of its 157-year history, the Republican Party has been the party of building domestic industry by using trade policy to promote U.S. exports and fend off unfairly traded imports," Mr. Lighthizer wrote.

By 2016, he had joined Mr. Trump's presidential transition team. When he landed in the White House months later, Mr. Trump at first did not entirely trust the patrician Mr. Lighthizer, whose ancestor fought alongside George Washington in 1776.

But the new trade representative sidled up to his boss by hitching rides on Air Force One to Palm Beach, Fla., where he has a house near Mar-a-Lago and, like Mr. Trump, an oil portrait of himself on display at home.

There were other early hurdles, notably Wilbur Ross, then the commerce secretary, who had been negotiating with China before Mr. Lighthizer joined the administration. In July, Mr. Ross planned a party at his vast Washington house (listed at the time at $12 million) to toast a deal that Mr. Trump touted on Twitter as "REAL news!" It wasn't, Mr. Lighthizer told the president. Beijing, he said, had sold the inexperienced Mr. Ross a package of old, weak concessions allowing certain U.S. beef imports into China.

Irate, Mr. Trump scrapped the deal, ousted Mr. Ross from the China account and put Mr. Lighthizer in charge. In Beijing a few months later, Mr. Lighthizer got tough with the Chinese while Mr. Ross sat outside the room.

"Having a trade lawyer's expertise was an advantage, and he used his advantage," said Clete Willems, a former deputy director of the National Economic Council and a close aide to Mr. Lighthizer. "Ideologically he's a good fit for the president, and he just knows this stuff. He's been doing it for 40 or 50 years."

A Trade War

Mr. Lighthizer with Jared Kushner, Mr. Trump's son-in-law, in the Oval Office in 2019.  Anna Moneymaker/The New York Times


As Mr. Trump's trade representative, Mr. Lighthizer blunted some of the president's most destructive impulses, like withdrawing from the World Trade Organization and scrapping NAFTA entirely. But he was also the chief evangelist of Mr. Trump's trade policy, with the skills to translate the president's protectionist imperatives into law.

During a presidential trip to Asia in November 2017, Mr. Lighthizer trailed Mr. Trump and the first lady, Melania Trump, as President Xi Jinping of China squired them through the Forbidden City in Beijing, followed by a lavish state dinner where guests viewed a video of the president's granddaughter Arabella Kushner reciting Chinese poetry. But while Mr. Trump praised Mr. Xi in public, his trade boss harangued the Chinese behind the scenes.

"It was good-cop, bad-cop," said Dan DiMicco, a former steel company chief executive and Trump trade adviser who has known Mr. Lighthizer since the 1990s. "You don't work with the bad guys by just kicking them in the nuts every time you see them."

Mr. Lighthizer repeatedly pushed the administration to deploy heavier legal artillery against China. So instead of addressing China's violations of intellectual property through a cumbersome process with the World Trade Organization, the United States went it alone and began an investigation under a 1974 trade act that allowed Mr. Lighthizer's office to respond more quickly to "unjustifiable" and "unreasonable" foreign practices.

The move ignited a trade war. The United States wound up imposing tariffs on more than $360 billion of products from China, frustrating many businesses that depended on imports. Still, the tariffs forced China to the negotiating table, which led to a 2020 trade deal in which China promised to expand intellectual property protections and buy specific numbers of American goods.

True to its history, though, Beijing failed to deliver. Trade data two years later showed China had effectively purchased none of the $200 billion in goods it had promised to buy.

Overall, Mr. Trump's trade deals with China and the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement, which replaced NAFTA, have had mixed success by the Trump administration's own metrics. After the deals entered into force in 2020, the overall U.S. trade deficit grew, and U.S. manufacturing employment has not risen significantly.

Academic studies have found that Mr. Trump's tariffs on China failed to increase employment in the protected industries as American consumers cut off from Chinese factories turned to buying products from countries like Vietnam and Mexico instead.

Supersized Ambitions

Mr. Lighthizer with Mr. Trump after signing a trade agreement with Japan in 2019. Doug Mills/The New York Times


This time, Mr. Trump's bold and at times bizarre pronouncements in his third presidential campaign suggest he has supersized his ambitions on trade. Economists say his tariff proposals, now roughly 10 times as large as those imposed in his first term, could significantly increase costs for American households and even cause a recession.

Mr. Lighthizer simply argues that the economists are wrong. Last week, he took The Wall Street Journal's editorial page to task for what he called its "jihad" against Mr. Trump's tariff proposals.

In response to a Journal opinion piece arguing that the great American economic growth of the second half of the 19th century occurred when tariffs were falling, Mr. Lighthizer countered that "America created the largest economy in the world from the end of the Civil War until 1900," when average tariffs were high. "Also during this period," he wrote, "the U.S. almost always ran giant trade surpluses and large fiscal surpluses. We became wealthier."

In short, Mr. Lighthizer concluded, "tariffs were a great success, exactly as Mr. Trump claims."
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Ford Took an Early Lead in Electric Vehicles. Now G.M. Is Surging.

Ford is struggling to make money on battery-powered models while General Motors, which started more slowly, says it is getting close to that goal.

Ford's F-150 Lightning truck beat the Tesla Cybertruck to the market by more than a year. David Walter Banks for The New York Times



By Neal E. Boudette



Oct 29, 2024 at 03:49 PM

In the race to be second to Tesla in the U.S. electric vehicle market, Ford Motor leaped to an early lead four years ago over its crosstown rival, General Motors, with the Mustang Mach E, an electric sport utility vehicle with a design and a name that nodded to its classic sports car.

But the contest looks much different today.

Sales of G.M.'s battery-powered models are starting to surge as the company begins to reap its big investments in standardized batteries and new factories. Ford's three electric models, including the F-150 Lightning pickup truck and a Transit van, are still selling well but are racking up billions of dollars of losses.

The latest view into how Ford's quick-start strategy has run into trouble came on Monday, when the company reported that its electric vehicle division lost $1.2 billion before interest and taxes from July to September. In the first nine months of the year, it lost $3.7 billion.

Ford's chief financial officer, John Lawler, said it was a "solid quarter," noting that revenue had risen for the 10th quarter in a row, by 5 percent to $46.2 billion. But the company's overall profit of $896 million in the third quarter was down 24 percent from a year earlier, largely because of problems with electric vehicles, warranty costs and other factors.

"Our strategic advantages are not falling to the bottom line the way they should because of cost," Mr. Lawler said.

Ford made an early entry into the electric vehicle market compared to other established automakers with the Mustang Mach E. David Zalubowski/Associated Press


Most automakers, except Tesla, have struggled to turn a profit on electric vehicles. Lisi Niesner/Reuters


Most automakers other than Tesla are also losing money on electric vehicles and struggling to find their footing. They include Volkswagen, the world's second-largest automaker after Toyota, and Rivian, a start-up once regarded by auto experts as the next Tesla.

But Ford's challenges stand in stark contrast to the recent gains by G.M., its main U.S. competitor. G.M. executives say they are close to breaking even on its electric cars by one important measure.

Last week, G.M. reported a $3 billion profit for the third quarter, about the same as a year earlier. Its full-year earnings are likely to approach or surpass $10 billion and could set a record.

Like Ford, G.M. is losing money on battery-powered models, but it does not provide a specific figure. It has said, however, that it expects those models to start generating "variable profits" by the end of the year. That means each electric car or truck it sells will make money as long as fixed costs like the money spent on factories, machinery and development are not factored in.

"We're making substantial progress on our E.V. journey toward profitability," G.M.'s chief financial officer, Paul Jacobson, said in a conference call last week.

General Motors produced just one electric vehicle for a while, the Chevrolet Bolt, a small hatchback. David Zalubowski/Associated Press


A big part of the difference between the two companies, both based in Michigan, is how they approached the new technology. Ford developed the Mach E and Lightning, which preceded the Tesla Cybertruck pickup by more than a year and a half, quickly, in part by using battery packs made by suppliers. LG Energy Solution, a South Korean company, makes Mach E batteries in Poland. The Lightning uses a battery pack made by SK On in Commerce, Ga. Some Mach E batteries are also made in China by Contemporary Amperex Technology Company, known as CATL.

Ford also built dedicated assembly lines for both models and, after strong initial sales, expanded capacity. Then consumer interest cooled, and the company had to quickly cut production and prices, putting profits further out of reach.

Ford's third model, an electric Transit delivery van, is bought mainly by businesses. The company has not expanded its consumer models beyond the Lightning and Mach E, recently suspending work on a large electric S.U.V.

G.M., by comparison, moved slowly at first, producing primarily the Chevrolet Bolt compact. The company took years to develop modular battery packs that are now allowing it to use the same components in many vehicles. It also started building battery factories in a joint venture with LG Energy Solution.

The idea was to reap economies of scale by using similar batteries in many models -- large pickup trucks, opulent Cadillacs and practical family crossovers.

The go-slow approach seems to be paying off. G.M.'s first battery factory, in Warren, Ohio, struggled to get going but is now operating at about 80 percent of its capacity, Mr. Jacobson said. A second battery plant, near Nashville, is at 40 percent and rising.

"Every cell that is produced is cheaper under our joint venture arrangement," Mr. Jacobson said. "That's beginning to bring pretty significant benefits."

G.M. says its battery factory near Nashville is now operating at 40 percent of its capacity and another in Ohio is operating at 80 percent. Brett Carlsen for The New York Times


G.M. sells nine electric vehicles, including a Cadillac, and expects to introduce several more soon. Brett Carlsen for The New York Times


G.M. has introduced nine electric models using similar batteries, allowing it to appeal to a wide range of consumers. Several more are on the way, including a battery-powered version of its popular Cadillac Escalade S.U.V. Ford's Mach E, Lightning and Transit don't use the same battery components as extensively as G.M.'s cars and trucks.

In the third quarter, G.M. sold more than 32,000 electric models in the United States, about 8,600 more than Ford, according to Kelley Blue Book, a research firm. One model is a Chevrolet Equinox S.U.V. that starts at $35,000; the cost to buyers is lower because the vehicle qualifies for a $7,500 federal tax credit.

The starting price of the Mach E is just under $40,000, and because its battery packs are made outside the United States, buyers are not eligible for a tax credit; the credit may still be available to customers who lease the car.

"G.M. seems to have figured out a way to put out lower-cost, high-efficiency E.V.s," Mike Ramsey, a Gartner analyst, said.

Ford has been working to streamline its electric vehicle operations. Mr. Lawler said its electric vehicle division had reduced costs by $1 billion this year. Soon, LG Energy Solution will start making Mach E batteries in Michigan, so the vehicle will be eligible for the federal tax credit.

Ford is also building battery plants of its own, one in Kentucky and another in Tennessee, in partnership with SK. A third is being built in Michigan and is wholly owned by Ford. The company says the plants will produce battery packs at much lower costs.

In addition, Ford promises that a new pickup truck set to go into production will be more appealing and cost less, and it has an engineering group in California working to develop affordable battery-powered models.

"We have learned a tremendous amount from consumers," Mr. Lawler said. "Most of our competitors are launching their first-generation vehicles. We are moving into our second generation."
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Europe Imposes Higher Tariffs on Electric Vehicles Made in China

The tariffs, some as high as 45 percent, are intended to protect Europe's automotive sector, but they could escalate a trade war with China.

An electric vehicle being made by Leapmotor in China. The higher European Union tariffs vary based on the amount of subsidies each automaker in China received. Adek Berry/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Melissa Eddy and Jenny Gross
Melissa Eddy covers Europe's automobile industry from Berlin, and Jenny Gross covers the European Union from Brussels.


Oct 30, 2024 at 08:57 AM

Consumers in Europe may face higher prices for electric vehicles made in China after tariffs on the cars came into effect on Wednesday as part of an effort by European leaders to create what they call a level playing field for domestic auto companies.

The higher tariffs stem from an investigation the European Union started into subsidies provided by Beijing that helped carmakers in China produce and sell electric vehicles, giving them a competitive edge over their European rivals.

Chinese automakers, already forced out of the U.S. market because of tariffs levied against them there, have called the E.U. tariffs "protectionist" and "arbitrary," arguing that their economies of scale have led to the rapid development of electric vehicle production.

The new tariffs, which come on top of existing import duties of 10 percent, are based on the amount of subsidies each automaker in China received, starting at 7.8 percent for Tesla and going up to 35.3 percent for SAIC Motor of Shanghai. They are to remain in place for five years.

How will tariffs protect European carmakers?

The automotive sector is crucial to Europe, employing 13.8 million people and accounting for 7 percent of the overall E.U. economic output. But Europe's automakers were slow to develop battery and gasoline-electric hybrid technologies for cars, instead spending decades focusing on trying to make diesel-fired combustion engines more efficient.

Only after Volkswagen was found to be cheating on its emissions in 2015 did the European automakers shift their focus to battery technology in earnest. By that time, Chinese car companies, including those like BYD that began as battery producers, had been working on electric cars for years.

The United States and Canada have both imposed 100 percent tariffs on electric vehicles made in China, but European leaders said they aimed to slow imports of Chinese-made electric vehicles rather than stop them altogether.

"Europe doesn't want to hamper its own electric vehicle green transition by making Chinese cars prohibitively expensive," said Emre Peker, a London-based director for Europe at the Eurasia Group, a private consulting firm.

The market share of Chinese-made electric vehicles in the European Union has jumped to more than 20 percent from around 3 percent three years ago, according to ACEA, a European auto industry group. A failure to impose tariffs would have resulted in significant job losses in Europe, a senior European official said this week.

A senior European diplomat, who spoke on the condition of anonymity per diplomatic practice, said the tariffs were critical for protecting the European auto industry.

What Europe's carmakers say about the tariffs.

European carmakers opposed the tariffs, with several countries, including Germany, home to BMW, Mercedes-Benz and Volkswagen, having voted against them. German carmakers have large investments in China and are concerned that the Chinese will retaliate.

Volkswagen has argued it was more important to maintain free and open markets than to seek to dampen competition.

"Under a tariffs regime, an industry only loses time," Arno Antlitz, Volkswagen's financial chief, told reporters in a call on Wednesday. The Chinese automakers "will sell cars from within Europe," he said.

Carlos Tavares, chief executive of Stellantis, which owns more than a dozen brands including Chrysler, Fiat, Jeep, Peugeot and Ram, has also called the tariffs counterproductive.

"There should be no mistake these short-term actions will have negative mid- and long-term implications," Mr. Tavares said. "The best way -- the only way -- to protect ourselves, our industries, our workers is to compete with the newcomers and raise ourselves to their game."

How China has responded.

Chinese officials had hoped to avoid the tariffs, which they have called unfair. They have since charged that European producers of brandy, pork and dairy have dumped exports in China at low prices in violation of global trade rules.

Lin Jian, spokesman for China's foreign affairs ministry, said on Wednesday that the European Union's move would hurt the cooperation between the two sides, as well as Europe's efforts to address climate change.

"This is a typical act of trade protectionism," Mr. Lin said.

China's auto industry has suggested that its government impose tariffs on large gasoline-powered cars imported from the European Union in retaliation.

What happens next?

The European Commission said talks with China over a solution to the dispute would continue. The two sides have met eight times over the past year. But European officials say "significant remaining gaps" still exist.

European leaders said they were open to negotiating with individual car companies to set an agreed base price at which they could sell their cars in Europe. It was not immediately clear which companies would be involved in such talks.

Some Chinese automakers, such as BYD, have responded to the tariffs by setting up factories within the European Union or Turkey, which is within the European free trade zone. Leapmotor, another Chinese automaker, entered into a joint venture with Stellantis -- owner of the French brands Peugeot and Citroen, in addition to Jeep and Chrysler in the United States -- which will allow the company to produce its electric models in factories in Europe.

Claire Fu contributed reporting from Seoul.
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Can Democrats Win Back Voters From Trump on Trade Policy?

The Biden administration has pursued a big shift in trade policy, but it's not clear whether that will be enough to win votes.

Vice President Kamala Harris speaking at the Hemlock Semiconductor facility in Thomas Township, Mich., this week. Brittany Greeson for The New York Times



By Ana Swanson
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Oct 30, 2024 at 03:31 PM

Since Donald J. Trump won over many working-class voters in 2016 with his vows to impose tariffs and rework "disastrous" trade deals, Democrats have been scrambling to win back supporters by taking a more protectionist trade approach.

Over the last four years, the Biden administration spent more time emphasizing the harm trade policy has caused to American communities than the benefits. It hit the brakes on negotiating trade deals with other countries and chose to maintain and even increase Mr. Trump's tariffs on Chinese products. And it pumped billions of dollars into new American factories to make semiconductors and solar panels.

It's a significant shift from the decades that both mainstream Democrats and Republicans spent working to promote trade and lower international barriers.

For Vice President Kamala Harris, next week's election will be a moment of truth for whether the strategy worked.

Mr. Trump has helped bring trade to the forefront in presidential elections with his vitriolic criticisms of past policy and his proposals for high tariffs. It is an issue that resonates strongly with voters in Northern swing states like Pennsylvania, Michigan and Wisconsin, where manufacturing employment fell steeply in recent decades as factories moved abroad.

Biden officials have been trying to persuade more trade-skeptical voters that their policies to encourage manufacturing in the United States are working, pointing to a recent surge in U.S. factory construction.

Investment in American factory construction doubled between late 2021 and mid-2023, hitting its highest level in decades. That is largely the result of legislation, signed by President Biden, that provides federal subsidies to semiconductor and clean energy investments in the United States.

Heather Boushey, a White House economist, said the efforts of past administrations to spur investment through tax cuts and tariffs alone had not worked. "Whereas here we've seen a doubling," she said at a recent event celebrating U.S. apparel manufacturing.

Katherine Tai, the U.S. trade representative, said at the same event that the government needed to look beyond the interests of multinational corporations to the broader social costs and benefits of trade.

Ms. Tai said that past trade policies had imposed "significant costs to the fabric of American life" and that the feeling of economic opportunity and security in many communities was "very, very thin and brittle right now."

The Biden administration's shift to a "worker-centered trade policy" has won the support of progressive Democrats, unions and trade groups that advocate U.S. manufacturing. But it has been criticized by the broader business community, which says the United States is not doing enough to promote trade with other countries.

Jake Colvin, the president of the National Foreign Trade Council, a business group that supports international trade, said the lack of U.S. leadership on promoting trade "threatens to create a vacuum that our economic competitors and adversaries, including China, are all too happy to fill."

"If the United States is not at the table making new deals with our allies, American businesses are going to be on the menu," Mr. Colvin said.

Mr. Biden appears set to leave office having overseen the least active administration in negotiating new trade deals in roughly 50 years. The White House announced agreements with Indo-Pacific countries last year to strengthen supply chains, protect workers and fight corruption. But it did not complete more traditional trade talks with those countries after some Democrats opposed them.

A spokeswoman for Ms. Tai said the administration had secured more than $26.7 billion in agricultural market access for American farmers and had a long list of wins that showed it was doing a lot to promote trade.

Todd Tucker, the director of the industrial policy and trade program at the Roosevelt Institute, a progressive think tank, has defended the administration's record, saying it made important changes like requiring firms to produce more in the United States to benefit from climate legislation, or cracking down on labor violations in Mexican factories.

"The U.S. actually did do a lot in the trade space," Mr. Tucker said. "It just wasn't in the form of a traditional trade agreement."

Trade policy has not been a major focus for Ms. Harris, and her positions on the subject are somewhat unclear. She has described herself as "not a protectionist Democrat" and criticized Mr. Trump's plans to impose broad-based tariffs as a tax on consumers. But she also has a history of opposing trade agreements, including the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement, a pact that replaced the North American Free Trade Agreement and was supported by many congressional Democrats.

In appearances this month, Ms. Harris visited a chip manufacturing plant and spoke to autoworkers in Michigan, where she called Mr. Trump "one of the biggest losers of manufacturing jobs in American history," pointing to auto plants closing on his watch.

Mr. Trump has lodged his own criticisms. In a podcast last Friday, he said that the Biden administration had "put up billions of dollars for rich companies" in the semiconductor industry, and that a big tariff would have sufficed.

"You didn't have to put up 10 cents," Mr. Trump said. "You tariff it so high that they will come and build their chip companies for nothing."

It's unclear how the Biden administration's arguments about promoting investment will compare for voters with Mr. Trump's tariff-heavy proposals, which include hitting all imports with tariffs of 10 to 20 percent, plus tariffs of 60 percent or more on China. Many economists have argued that these tariffs would raise costs for the very voters that supported them.

But a September poll by Bloomberg News and Morning Consult found that the majority of likely voters in swing states either strongly or somewhat strongly supported Mr. Trump's proposal to impose a 10 percent tariff on all imports.

A separate poll in August by Morning Consult that was not confined to swing states found that those who intended to vote for Trump were more supportive of increasing tariffs than those who said they would vote for Ms. Harris -- though on net, Ms. Harris's voters also expressed support for increasing tariffs. Among undecided voters, slightly more opposed than supported tariffs, the poll showed.

Michael Beeman, a former U.S. trade official and the author of a recent book on trade policy, said trade was an issue that tended to motivate voters who felt they had been hurt by it, not those who had been helped.

Mr. Beeman, a longtime trade negotiator, said the trajectory of trade policy had first shifted with the rise of the Tea Party, which opposed free trade agreements. "That formed the backbone of the new Republican Party, and was the platform on which Donald Trump was successful," he said.

Among Democrats, progressive voices also gradually gained influence, he said. Democrats hit a turning point with Hillary Clinton's loss to Mr. Trump in 2016, when the party was seen by many as having been too soft on trade.

"A lot of really important things were going on at the time that people weren't paying attention to, until it hit them in the face," Mr. Beeman said.

Some economists argue that the backlash has swung too far, and that trade has become a scapegoat. They say that, while trade agreements bear some of the blame for moving U.S. factories offshore, forces like globalization, automation and the decline of labor unions are also important.

Inu Manak, a fellow for trade policy at the Council on Foreign Relations, said many current voters were responding not to the effects of trade but to broader demographic shifts that had left working-class white Americans with fewer relative gains than other groups.

This feeling of being left behind in small-town America is more related to other policies, like the lack of a U.S. social safety net, job retraining programs or adequate educational systems, she said.

"What Trump did on the campaign trail when he won election the first time was to really pull at those anxieties, those grievances, and to say somebody else is to blame," Ms. Manak said. "It's just a very easy pinata to hit for politicians."

Dani Rodrik, a Harvard University economist who has written about the downsides of globalization, said that automation had played a role in deindustrialization across the entire country, but that there wasn't any question that trade policies had caused job losses in certain regions.

"You can see their effects to this day," he said. "Many regions did well, some very poorly."
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Germany Avoids Recession, but Weak Growth Weighs on Europe

The continent's economy continued to limp along, expanding just 0.4 percent in the latest quarter, dragged down by a loss of competitiveness.

Alfred Kammer, director of the International Monetary Fund's European division. "Europe's recovery is falling short of its full potential," he said. Jim Watson/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Liz Alderman
Reporting from Paris


Oct 30, 2024 at 11:50 AM

Europe struggled to turn around its economic fortunes in autumn, as Germany, the region's powerhouse, reported weak growth, offsetting stronger expansion in the continent's southern countries, the European statistical agency reported on Wednesday.

Economic output in the 20 countries that use the euro grew 0.4 percent from July to September versus the previous quarter. Compared with a year earlier, the eurozone grew 0.9 percent.

The anemic pace is keeping Europe behind the United States, where the economy grew at an estimated 2.8 percent annualized rate in the third quarter, powered by consumer spending and investment.

"Europe's recovery is falling short of its full potential," Alfred Kammer, director for the region at the International Monetary Fund, warned last week at a meeting in Washington.

Dragging Europe down is a loss of competitiveness that has continued to weigh on businesses -- a problem that Mario Draghi, former head of the European Central Bank, said in a recent landmark report had put Europe's "reason for being" at risk.

A key reason is that Russia's war in Ukraine is still taking a toll, the I.M.F. said. Although European governments and businesses have worked to adapt to the loss of Russian gas, stubbornly high energy prices have continued to hammer industries, especially in Germany, whose vaunted manufacturing sector has borne the brunt of the pain, the fund said.

A Volkswagen plant in Wolfsburg, Germany. The automaker has suggested that it will close factories in Germany and lay off workers. Fabian Bimmer/Reuters


The German economy defied recession expectations, growing 0.2 percent in the third quarter, after a 0.1 percent decline in April to June, Eurostat said. In a sign of deepening woes, Volkswagen, Germany's largest industrial employer, is threatening major job cuts and factory closures as it struggles to return its flagship brand to profitability.

European consumers have also been sitting on a huge pile of savings, reluctant to unleash spending that could help stimulate the economy as long as the costs of heating their homes and filling gas tanks remain high.

In France, a cost-of-living crisis has crimped household spending and become a major political issue. Those worries were lifted temporarily in the summer when Paris hosted the Olympic Games, with a surge in household consumption and government spending helping to lift growth 0.4 percent from the previous quarter.

But the figure masked underlying weakness in the economy: Investment has slowed and consumers have pulled back on spending since the Games. France is facing further risks to growth in the form of a rapidly widening debt and deficit, which has spurred a politically fragile new government to seek 60 billion euros, about $65 billion, of tax increases and spending cuts next year.

France and Germany together are top drivers of the eurozone economy, and continued slowdowns there have outweighed faster turnarounds in southern European countries that were once the region's laggards.

Spain is now one of the fastest-growing countries in the bloc, expanding at a 0.8 percent pace in the third quarter on the back of a boom in tourism and a rise in immigration that the government has welcomed to help fuel further economic growth. Portugal's economy pulled ahead by 0.2 percent from the second quarter.
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Guest Essay


Climate Change Should Make You Rethink Homeownership

 Mike Osborne for The New York Times



By Benjamin Keys
Mr. Keys is an economist and a professor of real estate and finance at the Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania.


Oct 29, 2024 at 09:03 AM

As the Southeast begins to recover from back-to-back hurricanes, potential home buyers across the country should take notice of the billions of dollars in property damage from the storms, some of it uninsured. The tremendous loss in places such as Swannanoa, N.C., and Keaton Beach, Fla., shows that homeownership in a world of growing disaster risk is less of an asset than it once was.

Homeownership is not simply a financial decision but also a deeply emotional one. It's core to the American dream, representing financial permanence and a sense of stability for young and old families alike. But climate change is most likely making homeownership more expensive and less predictable in large areas of the country, and it's only getting worse.

As insurance premiums and property taxes rise and future home values grow more uncertain, it's time for some prospective buyers set on living in areas with high risk of hurricanes, floods, wildfires and tornadoes to reconsider homeownership as a financial goal. Renting is quickly becoming a better way for many people to enjoy these places with much less financial baggage.

One of the biggest reasons homeownership is not what it used to be is the turmoil in property insurance markets. According to a recent report by Intercontinental Exchange Inc., a data and technology firm, the average property insurance payment for a mortgaged single-family home has increased by 52 percent around the country since 2019.

My research with Philip Mulder at the University of Wisconsin, Madison, shows a sharp increase in property insurance in the most disaster-prone parts of the country. In Florida, for example, average premiums have increased by $1,450 between 2020 and 2023. In essence, the insurance industry has decided that the risk of living in certain areas is now greater than before.

For many wealthier homeowners, paying more in insurance premiums isn't a deal breaker. Other homeowners may adjust to growing insurance costs by bearing more of the risk themselves: raising their deductibles, reducing their coverage or dropping insurance policies altogether. But without coverage, families will face crushing losses in the event of a disaster.

A second cost borne by homeowners in a warming world is higher property taxes, in part because towns and cities must pay for resiliency and repair efforts. Those taxes have increased on average by 18 percent for single-family homes since 2019, Intercontinental Exchange Inc. found, and growth has been stronger in areas more prone to climate risk. If communities want to protect themselves against future disaster risks, the costs of large infrastructure investments -- like sea walls and improved storm water drainage -- are going to be felt by local taxpayers.

These two costs -- insurance and property taxes -- usually adjust on an annual basis, so they can change quickly, and uncertainty about them is making it harder to budget for the expected costs of homeownership. Historically, buying a house with cash or a fixed-rate mortgage was thought to broadly lock in housing expenses. This is no longer true, with important consequences for retirees on a fixed income or low-income home buyers looking for predictability.

There is also greater uncertainty around the value of the house itself. To date, we've seen little evidence that house prices truly capture the cost of climate change. But the prices of houses in places with growing climate risk should reflect that risk and eventually decline. That means some homes won't end up being the good investments they now appear to be.

All of those issues with owning are making renting a safer, lower-risk option for many people who want to avoid those costs, maintain flexibility and put their wealth in assets that aren't exposed to weather risk. While landlords still have to take on the risk, they may have more resources for and experience in shopping for insurance, giving them better coverage in the long run.

There are very real downsides to renting. Renters may find themselves needing to move if the property is destroyed, unsafe or redeveloped or if rent increases are too large. Landlords may not maintain the property well, or they may be slow to invest in ways to make it more resilient to extreme weather. In some rental markets, landlords may pass along much of these costs of climate change to their tenants. Many households have also enjoyed the freedom and stability of homeownership for years and don't want to go back to dealing with a landlord.

But at a minimum, the choice between renting and owning should be made with clear information about risks. Unfortunately, since disclosure laws are determined by states, the risk information buyers receive depends on where they live. It was only this past spring that Florida passed a law that requires disclosing certain details about prior flooding to potential home buyers.

Stepping into this information void, Zillow has followed other property listing websites and is collaborating with First Street, a research firm that studies climate threats to housing, to provide guidance to potential home buyers on risk and insurance needs. The early evidence on whether that kind of information is shaping decisions is encouraging: When Redfin experimentally rolled out flood risk information, a team of researchers showed that home shoppers significantly changed how they searched, bid on and eventually bought properties. Timely information helped those buyers make smarter choices that reflected their risk tolerance.

For many Americans, homeownership has felt increasingly out of reach in recent years as higher mortgage interest rates and high home prices have made owning relatively unaffordable. By raising the costs and the uncertainty around being an owner, climate change is only swinging the pendulum farther from the dream of homeownership.

Being a renter might sound like a step backward to some -- a return to your 20s and 30s -- but in this case, it may be worth trading some control for reduced exposure and greater flexibility. A new American dream of renting property near the water -- imagine that.

Benjamin Keys is an economist and a professor of real estate and finance at the Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania.

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@nytimes.com.

Follow the New York Times Opinion section on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, WhatsApp, X and Threads.
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Nicholas Kristof


Don't Let Liberal Purity Elect Trump

 Daniel Ribar for The New York Times



By Nicholas Kristof
Opinion Columnist


Oct 30, 2024 at 11:00 PM

If Donald Trump is elected president on Tuesday, one factor may be anger at Biden administration policies in the Middle East.

Some Arab Americans, including those in swing states like Michigan, are enraged at President Biden's support for Israel's wars in Gaza and Lebanon. Their taxes are paying for weapons that may be killing their relatives. A poll found Arab American support for Kamala Harris is 18 percentage points below support for Biden in 2020.

Many young people share frustration with Biden's policy in the Middle East. So do I. Biden has supplied weapons for a war that so far has killed more than 3,000 children in Gaza under the age of 5, according to Save the Children, and he has become complicit in the starvation of civilians there.

So to those so upset about Biden's policies in the Middle East that they are thinking about voting for Trump, staying home or voting for a third-party candidate -- I understand. But don't allow this anger to elect Trump, for that would amplify the suffering abroad that rightly upsets you. Refusing to vote may seem a noble gesture, but it's a self-marginalization that could mean even more starving children, even more displacement and even more death.

Note that Trump has consistently been utterly uninterested in Palestinians. It was his administration that moved the American Embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, that closed the Washington office of the Palestine Liberation Organization, that reversed the American position that Israeli settlements were illegal and that avoided even using the term "occupied territories" for Palestinian land.

On the war in Gaza, Trump urged: Let Israel "finish the job." He said he had a "very nice" phone call with Benjamin Netanyahu recently, and he recounted that he advised the prime minister, "You do what you have to do."

One of the few times there has been an obvious rift between Netanyahu and Trump did not arise from Netanyahu's recklessness in Gaza or the West Bank, or from Trump's periodic resorting to antisemitic tropes. Rather, it was when Netanyahu congratulated Biden for winning the 2020 election.

Trump is also the person who instituted the so-called Muslim ban, seeking to block travel to America by citizens of seven Muslim-majority countries.

So by all means weigh Harris's shortcomings. But remember that this election is not a referendum on one candidate, but a choice between two. More broadly, I worry that we've somehow accepted a lower bar for Trump than for Harris, and that this is one example of that.

People complain about Harris's supposed ethical lapses, such as her campaign editing headlines in online ads; weigh that against Trump's boasting about sexually assaulting women. The Heritage Foundation claimed (unfairly, I believe) that Harris has at times been soft on crime, but it seems less troubled that Trump is a convicted criminal.

I worry about the way electoral choices reflect the streaks of moral purity on both the left and the right that put a premium on shaking one's fist rather than actually getting things done. On the right, look at how extremist Republicans have periodically paralyzed the House of Representatives. On the left, consider how enough liberals voted in 2000 for Ralph Nader to swing the presidency to George W. Bush over Al Gore. The 2016 election was more complicated, but if the votes received by the liberal Green Party candidate, Jill Stein, had instead gone to Hillary Clinton, Trump would not have become president.

That history should teach us something about the cost of protest votes. Pragmatism may not feel as satisfying as purity, but it accomplishes more.

Even if one somehow believed that there wasn't much difference between Harris and Trump on the Middle East, remember that much more is at stake than that. Trump bungled the beginning of the pandemic, tried to repeal Obamacare and appointed some of the Supreme Court justices who took away abortion rights. Trump cut taxes for the wealthy, while Biden and Harris reduced child poverty by half -- until Republicans blocked an extension of the program and sent child poverty soaring again.

If you're throwing away your vote, don't envision yourself on a moral mountaintop above the fray, but rather be willing to look into the eye of a woman whose health and life are at risk because of your principles.

Of course there's a difference between Harris and Trump. To those who say that they're Tweedledee and Tweedledum, I roll my eyes and note: Harris doesn't praise Hitler; she never tried to overthrow an election; she didn't sexually abuse anyone; and she isn't a felon.

"This is not the election you want," said James Zogby, a co-founder and the president of the Arab American Institute, who both laments Biden policies in the Middle East and favors Harris. "It's the election you've got. You can be as pissed off as you want to be at Democrats. But don't forget who Donald Trump is and what he represents and what will happen in the next four years of his presidency."

"Your principles," he added, "can't be greater than the suffering of the people who will pay the price for a Donald Trump presidency."

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@nytimes.com.
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Lydia Polgreen


We've Just Had a Glimpse of the World to Come

At the BRICS summit last week, Vladimir Putin looked like the cat who ate the canary. Pool photo by Alexander Zemlianichenko



By Lydia Polgreen
Opinion Columnist


Oct 29, 2024 at 09:05 AM

Last week at a lavish global summit in the Russian city of Kazan, Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed of Ethiopia, once a darling of the West -- winner of the Nobel Peace Prize and formerly a staunch ally of the United States -- spoke up to heap praise on his host: Vladimir Putin, the bete noire of the rules-based order.

"Allow me to congratulate you on maintaining economic resilience during a difficult period," Abiy cooed. "This period was not easy for Russia, but under your leadership you have succeeded to maintain the economic resilience which might be exemplary for most of us."

This might sound to an untrained ear like the kind of empty flattery typically offered at a talking shop of global leaders. But to me, it was a telling bit of theater that hints at the dangerous crossroads at which a world riven by inequality and beset by endless crises finds itself. It was a glimpse of the world to come and how the shifting balance of global power increasingly eludes the West's grasp.

Abiy is an ambitious nation builder who presides over one of Africa's fastest-growing economies. He is also increasingly at odds with the West, and his mention of Russian resilience in the face of very tough sanctions was a not-so-subtle shot across the bow. Should the West seek to contain Abiy's aggressive moves in his strategically vital neighborhood, his country has an ally and role model in Putin's Russia.

Abiy was speaking at the annual summit of the BRICS nations, the largest gathering of world leaders in Russia since its invasion of Ukraine in 2022. The pomp-filled event was meant to project to the West that its attempt at isolating Putin as punishment for his invasion of Ukraine had failed.

Surrounded by the leaders of some three dozen nations, Putin looked like the cat who ate the canary -- a man who reportedly has the richest man in the world, Elon Musk, on something close to speed dial and has reportedly had private phone calls with the past and possibly future president of the United States, Donald Trump. The secretary general of the United Nations attended as well, raising eyebrows as he made his first visit to Russia in more than two years. In a news conference at the end of the summit, Putin indulged in some digs at his Western tormentors.

"As you can observe, we continue to live and work normally, and our economy is developing," he said, trotting out Russia's growth stats, which the International Monetary Fund says will outstrip other developed economies' this year. For that he can thank, in no small part, the deals that it has inked with fellow BRICS members, most especially India and China, two of the world's top three oil importers and a crucial source of trade for Russia in the face of sanctions.

Good luck, Putin seemed to say, with your rules-based order. My friends and I are building a different future.

Abiy Ahmed was keen to congratulate Vladimir Putin on Russia's resilience. Pool photo by Maxim Shemetov


It was a long way from the first summit of the BRICs, the euphonious acronym coined by Goldman Sachs for the rising beneficiaries and shapers of an increasingly interconnected and globalized world. These powers -- Brazil, Russia, India and China, with South Africa added later -- first came together in 2009 amid the global financial crisis to ask for a share of power from the Western-dominated world order commensurate with their increasing economic and geopolitical strength. At the time, for most of the powers involved, this was an urgent but relatively friendly set of demands.

The West, for its part, seemed ready to welcome these changes, albeit on its timetable and terms. "There was also always a consensus that multipolarity was both inevitable and desirable, that this wouldn't really lead to a breakup of the system," said Oliver Stuenkel, a Brazilian German political scientist and expert on the BRICS alliance. "There was no talk of a new Cold War."

Fifteen years later the world looks very different. War, pandemic, the climate crisis and more have ravaged the globe. The lift-all-boats-through-globalization ethos of the period at the end of the Cold War is long gone, replaced in many parts of the world by a stark return to an inward-looking nationalism driven by zero-sum self-interest.

In the midst of this turmoil, the demand for reform has gone largely unanswered. The United States dollar remains the dominant currency of global trade, and the Group of 7 wealthy, developed economies, if anything, play an even bigger role in shaping the global economy, much to the chagrin of poorer countries. The powerful global financial institutions that hold sway over the lives of billions of people, the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank, have continued their tradition of being led by Europe and the United States. The institutions created toward the end of World War II that helped ensure global peace remain dominated by the West.

Russia and China, meanwhile, have moved sharply away from the West and joined forces in powerful ways, seeking to unite the developing world against a recalcitrant Western hegemony that makes little room for others to rise. They claim to speak for the "global majority," a term Putin has begun to use quite liberally of late, though in his case it is clearly a matter of opportunism rather than solidarity.

But he is tapping into a very real set of resentments that I have been hearing about with increasing anger and frustration from leaders, scholars and ordinary people across the global south. They hear from the global north a clear set of messages directed at the poor world: Do not cross our borders. Trade on our terms. (Forget globalization; we're going to focus on building at home.) Help shoulder the burden of reducing emissions and don't expect much assistance dealing with climate change, despite the fact that we historically caused almost all of the damage. Stand with us on the sovereignty of Ukraine and on condemning Russian indifference to civilian casualties. Listen to our lectures about human rights, democracy and international law, but do not question our support for Israel's blood-soaked war in Gaza.

There are, of course, nuances and counterarguments to these perceptions. But it is hard to deny the fundamental truth that the global balance of power does not reflect the actual shape of economic and political might or even tilt toward the inevitable direction of travel of that power -- South and East -- in the decades to come.

And so it was against this backdrop that Putin gathered the members of the BRICS bloc -- newly expanded with Egypt, Iran and the United Arab Emirates in addition to Ethiopia, as well as many aspiring countries, notably Turkey, which is a member of NATO and a onetime aspirant to European Union membership.

It is, to be sure, a rather motley bunch of countries whose interests are varied and quite often at odds. For some new members and aspirants, like Iran and Venezuela, the attraction is clearly to join and perhaps seek protection on China and Russia's anti-Western axis. But its original members are divided on what the alliance is for. For a couple of the most powerful among the players, the goal is to hedge, to find advantage in whatever arena you can and to remind the West that you have other options.

For all its talk about creating alternative institutions to those dominated by the West, BRICS has made little progress. Its development bank, meant to compete with the World Bank, is relatively tiny. It is no closer to creating an alternative currency to the dollar, though local currency trades among members are on the rise.

India, Brazil and South Africa reject the explicit anti-Western tilt and seek a more flexible, multilateral approach. India, of course, has long had a deep geostrategic rivalry with China. Their disputed Himalayan border is a dangerous nuclear flashpoint, though on the eve of the summit they reached an agreement that will ease tensions for now. Still, the two countries are in a pitched battle to be the pre-eminent power in Asia. India is the world's most populous country and has its fastest-growing large economy, and it has a long tradition of charting its own multilateral course in world affairs, cognizant of its power to shape events.

"The BRICS have struggled to take common lines on the major crises of the last year because of their deep-seated political differences," Comfort Ero, the president and chief executive of the International Crisis Group, told me.

Indeed, watching the summit unfold from afar, it seemed less an effort to lead the world in a new direction than to further weaken the powers leading the current order by playing up the selfishness and hypocrisy of its leaders. The Gaza crisis, in particular, offered considerable fodder for autocrats like Nicolas Maduro of Venezuela, who stole his last election and whose violent rule has propelled a fifth of Venezuelans to flee the country, and Egypt's president, Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, who smothered his country's nascent democracy with a coup in 2013. But their cynical opportunism doesn't lessen the charge of Western double-dealing.

The newly expanded BRICS group is a motley bunch of countries whose interests are varied and often at odds. Pool photo by Maxim Shipenkov


Which brings me back to Ethiopia, a country intimately acquainted with the West's inconstancy to its own stated principles. In 1935, fascist Italy invaded Ethiopia, one of the only countries in Africa never to be colonized. Ethiopia's leader, Emperor Haile Selassie, sought the support and protection of the League of Nations, the forerunner to the United Nations.

"Should it happen that a strong government finds it may with impunity destroy a weak people, then the hour strikes for that weak people to appeal to the League of Nations to give its judgment in all freedom," he declared in a speech before the assembled leaders. "God and history will remember your judgment."

His plea fell on deaf ears. The league's failure to protect Ethiopia helped speed the march to a devastating world war. Selassie was right: History did indeed remember the League of Nations' judgment, and not very kindly.

It might seem ironic that Abiy in his remarks was aligning himself with the aggressor in a contemporary conflict that poses a similar threat to the current global order. But Abiy, like Putin, is an avid student of his country's imperial history. If Selassie pleaded with the strong to protect the weak, Abiy seems determined not to be weak in the first place.

And yet I do not believe that Ethiopia wants to be on the side of pariahs. It is one thing to complain about the dollar and high interest rates, or roll your eyes at lectures on democracy and human rights from a West that seems either willfully blind to its own double standards or too arrogant to realize it no longer has enough power to carry off its hypocrisy. But I suspect that few of these nations, home to almost half of humanity, would willingly sever themselves from the existing world order in favor of one dominated by China, an economic and strategic superpower in the making, and its junior partner, Russia.

In Kazan, it would have been hard for delegates to escape the signs of Russia's isolation, despite all the pomp. They were instructed to bring stacks of cash in U.S. dollars or euros because their credit cards would not work in Russia, thanks to sanctions. If this version of multilateralism looks like North Korean troops helping Russia colonize an independent nation and tastes like fake Coca-Cola, it is hard to imagine the rising world will be satisfied with anything less than the real thing. Why would a young, fast-growing nation want to throw in its lot with Russia's revanchist grievance, even if China does?

The good news is that there is still time to change the existing order and plenty of important partners willing to engage in that effort. In a few weeks the Group of 20, a club of the world's biggest economies, will be meeting in Brazil. Many of the leaders who gathered in Kazan will descend on Rio de Janeiro along with other rising powers of the global south, to meet on more even ground with the big powers of the global north.

One leader who won't be there is Vladimir Putin: He faces an arrest warrant from the International Criminal Court, a battered but enduring symbol of the rules-based order and its aspiration, however imperfectly, to build a more just world. It is hard to imagine a more apt moment, in his absence, for the West to seize the opportunity and begin, genuinely, to cede power to the rest.
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The 'Monumental' Choice Facing Voters

Oct 30, 2024 at 05:12 PM


In her so-called closing argument to voters on Tuesday, Vice President Kamala Harris presented herself as the candidate of the future. Eric Lee/The New York Times

 Kenny Holston/The New York Times


To the Editor:

Re "In Closing, Harris Casts Herself as the Unifier and Trump as a 'Petty Tyrant'" (news article, nytimes.com, Oct. 29):

Kamala Harris gave a magnificent speech at the Ellipse in Washington on Tuesday night. Not only was it was brilliantly crafted, she radiated confidence in her delivery. She was emphatic, forceful. She looked more assured than I have ever seen her.

I find it impossible to believe after this performance, in contrast to Donald Trump's miserable circus at Madison Square Garden on Sunday, that she will not be elected. She looked like a winner, and politicians who look like winners strike chords with American voters and usually win.

Robert H. Badner
Irvine, Calif.

To the Editor:

Re "As Harris Courts Republicans, the Left Grows Wary and Alienated" (news article, Oct. 25):

In one sense, the left's frustration that Vice President Kamala Harris is not all that it would want her to be policywise is understandable. For those voters, on some issues, foreign and domestic, she does fall short.

But on any of those issues, does former President Donald Trump offer a more acceptable alternative? Is he likely to bring the left closer to scoring successes? Certainly not. To think otherwise would be like still holding out for the Cleveland Guardians or the New York Mets to win the World Series.

But just as the real baseball world choice was between the Yankees and the Dodgers, the real presidential world choice is between Kamala Harris and Donald Trump. And in that matchup, if the left sits on the bench instead of supporting Ms. Harris, then it's our democratic republic that will have been struck out.

Chuck Cutolo
Westbury, N.Y.

To the Editor:

I cannot, in good conscience, identify as a Democrat or a Republican. Although I lean slightly left, I also support many conservative policies. I consider myself to be a thoughtful voter and do my best to look past the noise and understand the actual issues. I've never voted for a person with whom I totally agreed on everything. There is always compromise.

I miss the exchange between practical liberals and rational conservatives. We do not have that today because the Republican Party has been hijacked by the irrational MAGA movement.

I urge rational Republicans to vote for Vice President Kamala Harris in a focused effort to take back their party. You may then spend the next four years rebuilding the G.O.P. as a bastion of traditional values.

With Donald Trump out of the picture, a new conservative leader will come forward to bring the G.O.P. back into the national dialogue. We need both parties to provide American voters with clear, rational choices.

Michael Amend
Miami Beach

To the Editor:

From my interactions with Donald Trump supporters, it seems that they have been fed such a steady diet of misinformation that they believe Democrats are going to destroy the country. They make excuses for Mr. Trump's behavior, and find reasons to overlook it. They will vote Republican to "save the country," regardless of Mr. Trump's behaviors.

Many Kamala Harris supporters are voting for her in order to keep Mr. Trump from winning the presidency, fearing increasingly authoritarian statements and concerns about fascism. They are less pro-Harris than anti-Trump.

So there you have it: anti-Trump voters vs. anti-Democratic voters.

There is no amount of criticizing Mr. Trump that Ms. Harris can do to make anti-Democratic voters change their mind; they have already dismissed, excused or justified his behaviors and will vote for the party no matter what.

Better to focus on the strengths, humanity and fairness of democratic ideals to encourage a vote for a better future.

John Hammel
Everett, Wash.

To the Editor:

In a 2008 presidential campaign ad, the announcer asked: When an emergency call comes in to the White House at 3 a.m., "Who do you want answering the phone?"

The "call" when Donald Trump was president was the Covid crisis. How did Mr. Trump do? First he downplayed it. He said it would go away by Easter 2020. It didn't. He pitted states against one another to obtain urgent medical supplies. It was tragic. More lives were lost than necessary. In short, Mr. Trump failed the call.

Kamala Harris has had her own version of the call. As President Biden left the race, she was elevated to become the Democratic candidate. She solidified an organization and staff. She went on to raise record amounts of money. She has held enthusiastic, joyful rallies and has done interviews with both friendly and challenging outlets. She has played a tough hand very well.

As we vote we must decide: Do we want a man who rages on social media, who takes all the credit but none of the blame, whose purpose seems to be dividing the American people? Or do we want a woman who has been cool under fire, who has successfully built a team and who has sought to unite us?

The choice is monumental. It will define us for years. Which direction do we take?

Elliott Miller
Bala Cynwyd, Pa.

To the Editor:

Dear conservative voters: What goes on in the voting booth stays in the voting booth. Dare to be your own person.

Bob Cellura
Zirconia, N.C.

Trump's Scandals

To the Editor:

Re "A Scandal-Plagued Career Nears a Decisive Moment" (front page, Oct. 23), recounting Donald Trump's troubling history:

This article should be required reading for every undecided voter before casting a vote.

Then you might ask yourself: Would you want this man to be your child's teacher? Would you want this man to be your grandmother's financial adviser? Would you want this man to be your boss?

Then think deeply and thoroughly before you make this fateful decision, because your well-being and that of your nation depend on that vote.

Mary Ellen Byrne
Philadelphia

How Being a Campaign Volunteer Affected Me

Polling shows a tight race in Wisconsin, one of the top 2024 battlegrounds. Jamie Kelter Davis for The New York Times


To the Editor:

Last weekend I went to Milwaukee to volunteer for the Kamala Harris campaign. I did this to have an impact. But what happened is that it had an impact on me.

We knocked on hundreds of doors, delivered last pitches and informed people about local voting. In return, the people we met gave us a tiny glimpse into their world, sharing their stories about the election.

There was a 90-year-old great-grandmother who fled from Nazi Germany as a kid and who is considering emigrating to Canada if Donald Trump should win. There was a woman in a suburban single-family house who said she had already voted for Donald Trump but ended the awkward silence by saying her parents and children voted for Democrats. There was a mobile-home owner who was looking forward to after Election Day, so he could finally talk to his neighbors from the other party again.

I don't hear these stories in my Upper Manhattan neighborhood. Talking to all these people on their doorsteps did not change my position. But getting out there myself made me humbler and more thoughtful in my opinions, and appreciate where other people are coming from.

Nadine Palmowski
New York




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/30/opinion/harris-trump-election.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Editorials, Op-Ed ...
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            National
          
        

      

      International

      
        Was Stone Age Scandinavia Struck by Plague?
        New research by geneticists hints at the deadly work of Yersinia pestis 5,000 years ago.

      

      
        Was This Scrap of Cloth Once a Tunic Worn by Alexander the Great?
        A Greek researcher says a piece of purple-and-white fabric discovered decades ago in a tomb in northern Greece may have belonged to Alexander. Others disagree.

      

      
        New U.K. Government Raises Taxes by Over $50 Billion to Shore Up Finances
        Rachel Reeves, the finance minister, announced substantial tax increases in her first budget as she sought to strengthen public finances and services.

      

      
        Teen Accused in U.K. Dance Class Stabbing Is Charged With Terror Offenses
        The police said that they found Ricin and an Al Qaeda training manual in the suspect's home. The attack on little girls at a Taylor Swift-themed event stoked anti-immigrant sentiment.

      

      
        China's Latest Security Target: Halloween Partygoers
        Last year, the Shanghai government said Halloween celebrations were a sign of "cultural tolerance." This year, the police rounded up people in costume.

      

      
        In Botswana's Election, Diamond Profits Are a Defining Issue
        The party that has governed the country since 1966 could lose power as the economy struggles from a slump in demand for diamonds, which made Botswana an African success story.

      

      
        U.S. Military Says It Killed Up to 35 Islamic State Militants in Syria
        Airstrikes on Monday targeted people who the military said were senior leaders of the group, which has sharply stepped up its attacks in Iraq and Syria.

      

      
        At a Glitzy Saudi Investment Forum, Almost No Mention of War
        Saudi Arabia and its Gulf neighbors are seeking to reassure foreign investors that it's still safe to do business amid the turmoil around the Mideast.

      

      
        What to Know About Spain's Devastating Floods
        At least 158 people were killed after the downpour, which some residents said was the worst they had ever witnessed.

      

      
        Super Typhoon Kong-rey Moves Toward Taiwan
        The storm prompted closures and raised the risk of landslides as it approached the island. It was expected to hit as the equivalent of a Category 4 hurricane.

      

      
        
          	
            Editorials, Op-Ed ...
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            National
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Was Stone Age Scandinavia Struck by Plague?

New research by geneticists hints at the deadly work of Yersinia pestis 5,000 years ago.

A 1939 photograph of excavations of the Neolithic burial site Stroby in Denmark. The National Museum of Denmark



By Franz Lidz



Oct 30, 2024 at 07:00 AM

At the end of the Stone Age, some 5,300 years ago, the populations of Scandinavia and northwest Europe plummeted, and farming communities evaporated. "People stopped building megaliths, like Stonehenge," said Frederik Seersholm, a geneticist at the University of Copenhagen. "Settlements were abandoned. Everyone vanished."

The so-called Neolithic decline, which lasted several centuries, is believed to have allowed a nomadic herding culture known as the Yamnaya to migrate west, altering the genetic makeup of early Europeans. The cause of this demographic collapse has been an open question, with the suspects including wars and agricultural crises.

A new genomic study published in July in the journal Nature makes the case for another candidate, which had been found in people living at the time but was never thought to have been widespread: the plague.

Until now, it was unclear how virulent the Neolithic plague was within a human population. "There is a hypothesis that the oldest plague bacterium lacked epidemic potential," said Dr. Seersholm, the lead author of the paper. "That hypothesis no longer holds."

The researchers propose that a Stone Age pandemic originated in small farming villages and spread to mega-settlements and far-off lands along with traders who traveled by horse-drawn cart. "We can't prove that this was exactly how it happened, not yet, anyway," Dr. Seersholm said. "Still, it's significant that we can show it could have happened."

'Bring out your dead'

Plague is caused by the bacterium Yersinia pestis. The bubonic and septicemic forms -- mainly infecting the lymph nodes and blood -- are typically transmitted through fleas and rats. The more deadly pneumonic form, which affects the lungs, travels on airborne droplets and is contagious in people and animals.

In her book "Plague," Wendy Orent, an anthropologist in Atlanta, speculates that the first account of bubonic plague was the Old Testament story of the Philistines who stole the ark of the covenant from the Israelites and were afflicted with "swellings." Since then, Yersinia pestis has been the driver of three documented scourges that erupted on the world stage.

A scanning electron micrograph of Yersinia pestis, the bacteria that causes plague. NIAID/Rocky Mountain Laboratories/NIH, via Science Source


The first recorded reports of the plague were in the Egyptian port town of Pelusium during the summer of 541 A.D. For the next 200 years, the Plague of Justinian -- named for the Byzantine emperor who caught the disease but survived -- deepened the social and economic collapse of western Europe and claimed the lives of 30 million to 50 million people across three continents.

The next major outbreak of the plague has been pinned on a variant of Yersinia pestis that most likely jumped from wild marmots to humans in what is now northern Kyrgyzstan. The first recorded emergence occurred in the 14th century during the siege of Kaffa, a Genoese trading port in Crimea, where the Mongols reportedly catapulted disease-ridden corpses over the walls.

From 1346-53, the Black Death -- a grim reference to the gangrenous blackening and death of tissue, mostly on the extremities -- wiped out perhaps half of Europe's population. It proved to be the initial wave of a nearly 500-year contagion that included the Great Plague of London in 1665-66, as a witness observed, "The warning cry 'bring out your dead' and the rumble of the 'dead-carts' disturbed the stillness of the night."

A descendant of that strain is blamed for the third pandemic, known as the Modern Plague, which originated in 1855 in China and traversed the globe over the next several decades, resulting in the deaths of about 12 million people in India alone. Although it still smolders in small pockets worldwide -- the United States about seven cases a year, on average -- the Modern Plague is now treatable with antibiotics if caught early.

Generations of pestilence

In 2001, biologists in England successfully decoded the full DNA sequence of Yersinia pestis by mapping a mutation that had killed a Colorado veterinarian after an infected cat sneezed on him. A decade later, scientists reported the discovery of the microbes in human teeth from Eurasia that dated back 5,000 years.

Three years ago, researchers announced that plague genomes had been recovered from the Stone Age skull of a man who lived in what is now Latvia. And in 2023, the earliest known evidence of the plague in Britain was unearthed in the dental pulp of three 4,000-year-old skeletons. "The ability to detect ancient pathogens from degraded samples from thousands of years ago is incredible," said Pooja Swali, the geneticist at University College London who identified the bacterium.

The jawbone of the man who was buried in Rinnukalns, Latvia, around 5,000 years ago, whose remains carried the Yersinia pestis bacteria. Dominik Goldner/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


The authors of the new paper sequenced the genomes of the skeletal remains from 108 people at nine burial sites over a wide geographic area in Sweden and Denmark. All of the bodies were interred between 3300 B.C. and 2900 B.C.

Of the six pathogens observed in the research, Yersinia pestis was the most prevalent, present in about 17 percent of the bodies. "In other words, one in six people had active infections of plague at the time of death," Dr. Seersholm said. "But that ratio probably underestimates the true frequency of the bacterium."

The DNA of a family excavated from one tomb was mapped for six generations, spanning about 120 years. Twelve of the 38 family members were infected with Yersinia pestis, which Dr. Seersholm said was almost certainly pneumonic because it was missing some of the genes that would enable the bubonic form to spread from fleas to rodents to humans. "So no rats were required," he said.

Dr. Seersholm's team concluded that the plague arrived in three distinct waves, evolving with each new generation. The first two waves appear to have been relatively mild, but the third seems more potent and may have been culpable in the Neolithic decline.

Dr. Swali lauded the scholarship of the project but remained unconvinced that the plague led to mass death rather than isolated infections. "Yersinia pestis may have played a role in the decline or dealt some final blows," she said. "But there were many other factors that could have contributed to small and already declining population sizes, such as famine or other diseases that may be trickier to detect."

Kyle Harper, a historian at the University of Oklahoma and author of "Plagues Upon the Earth," said that not long ago, before archaeologists and geneticists began collaborating, the plague was not credibly implicated in the Neolithic decline. Witness accounts abound for the Justinian Plague and the Black Death, but the prehistoric strain remains an enigma. "How did it spread?" Dr. Harper said. "How did it affect people? These are still huge unknowns."
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Was This Scrap of Cloth Once a Tunic Worn by Alexander the Great?

A Greek researcher says a piece of purple-and-white fabric discovered decades ago in a tomb in northern Greece may have belonged to Alexander. Others disagree.

A statue of Alexander the Great in Athens. Antonis Bartsiokas, a paleoanthropologist, has claimed that fabric found in a tomb believed to have held the remains of Alexander's father, Philip II, actually belonged to Alexander himself. Nikolas Joao Kokovlis/SOPA Images, via Getty Images



By Lynsey Chutel



Oct 30, 2024 at 02:41 PM

Could it be a scrap of Alexander the Great's clothing?

A fragile piece of purple-and-white fabric, frayed over more than two millenniums, that was found in one of a series of tombs in northern Greece decades ago is at the center of a new claim ruffling feathers in the country's archaeological community.

The debate erupted this month after Antonis Bartsiokas, a paleoanthropologist at Democritus University of Thrace, published a paper arguing that one of the tombs, believed up to now to house the remains and treasures of Alexander's father, actually held items belonging to Alexander the Great himself and his half brother. That included a purple chiton, or tunic.

The claim challenges the work of one Greece's most renowned archaeologists, Manolis Andronicos, who led the discovery of the tomb in 1977. Mr. Andronicos, who died in 1992, had asserted that the tomb and artifacts belonged to the father, Philip II of Macedon, whose military victories united ancient Greece and laid the foundation for his son's conquests from Egypt to India.

Mr. Bartsiokas, who specializes in the microanalysis of fossils, instead believes it was Alexander's half brother, Arrhidaeus, or Philip III, who was buried in the tomb, along with some of Alexander's possessions, including the chiton, a piece of purple cotton with a layer of white fabric in between.

If the new claim were confirmed, it could upend long-held beliefs about one of the most important burial sites in Greece. Some Greek archaeologists say, however, that the claim is without substance.

Mr. Bartsiokas said he used new technology and his interpretation of an ancient frieze found in the tomb to make his case.

He also said that a golden scepter and diadem found in the tomb belonged to Phillip III, who wore it after his half brother's death. Alexander's remains have never been found, and that centuries-old search makes finding objects linked to him even more significant.

At the center of his argument are the type and color of the fabric -- purple cotton -- preciously rare in Greece in the fourth century B.C., when Alexander lived. But it was beloved by wealthy Persian royals, whom Alexander subdued when he conquered Persia.

Layers of white, dyed with another ore favored by the Persian elite, is further proof, the paper argued. Mr. Bartsiokas also pointed to a frieze painted on the walls of the tomb that depicts a hunting scene of the Macedonian elite, which he believes features Alexander at the center wearing what appears to be a purple chiton.

The Museum of the Royal Tombs of Aigai, in Vergina, Greece. Alecander Poeschel/Shutterstock


The royal tombs, discovered in 1977 outside the town of Vergina, are part of an ancient city complex that was once the capital of one of antiquity's most expansionist kingdoms, Macedon. Mr. Andronicos, the archaeologist, was widely credited with finding the final resting place of Phillip II.

In a written response to The Times, when asked to comment on the critics of his paper, Mr. Bartsiokas said: "They will have objections without providing any adverse evidence as they have done so far. Stubbornness dies hard."

Mr. Bartsiokas also accused the late Mr. Andronicos of having suppressed evidence of artifacts that originated from a period a generation later, which he says would debunk the claim that the tomb belonged to Phillip II.

This is not the first time Mr. Bartsiokas' take on the tombs has riled Greece's archaeology community.

In 2000, he argued that the remains found in the tomb could not belong to Phillip II, drawing a line between the old king's known injuries and evidence on the bones. Many Greek archaeologists dismissed him then, and are doing so again.

"There's fertile ground for speculation, but such discussions are baseless," Stella Drougou, emeritus professor of classical archaeology at Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, told the Greek newspaper ProtoThema. Ms. Drougou, who led the excavation of the tombs after Mr. Andronicos' death, added that Mr. Bartsiokas' theories ran counter to data collected during excavations. Ms. Drougou did not respond to a request for comment.

Verifying ancient ruins and artifacts can be extremely difficult. For a figure like Alexander, who believed himself to be the son of a god and was wrapped in mythology even during his lifetime, that task is all the more difficult.

James Romm, a professor of classics at Bard College, said he believed that Mr. Bartsiokas' theories could be legitimate. The resistance to his theories stems from "a combination of reverence for Philip II and reverence for Andronicus," said Mr. Romm, who is the author of "Ghost on the Throne: The Death of Alexander the Great and the War for Crown and Empire."

Mr. Bartsiokas, though, may have undermined his own theory through his reading of the crumbling frieze in the tomb, he said. Some experts don't think it is Alexander at its center.

"Although he may have very legitimate claims about the garment, he also layers them with other claims, for example, about the frieze that are harder to defend," Mr. Romm said.
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New U.K. Government Raises Taxes by Over $50 Billion to Shore Up Finances

Rachel Reeves, the finance minister, announced substantial tax increases in her first budget as she sought to strengthen public finances and services.

Rachel Reeves, the chancellor of the Exchequer, delivered her first budget -- and the first one ever by a woman -- to Britain's Parliament on Wednesday. Justin Tallis/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Eshe Nelson
Reporting from London


Oct 30, 2024 at 02:55 PM

The new British government, led by the Labour Party, said it would substantially raise taxes and borrow more for investment as it sought to steer the country out of a long run of economic stagnation.

Rachel Reeves, the chancellor of the Exchequer, delivered her first budget -- and the first one ever by a woman -- in Parliament on Wednesday. In a nearly 80-minute speech, Ms. Reeves announced about 40 billion pounds ($51.8 billion) in tax increases, more than half of which would come from higher taxes that employers pay on their workers' salaries. She also increased capital gains and inheritance taxes.

"The choices that I have made today are the right choices for our country," Ms. Reeves said. "That doesn't mean these choices are easy."

The budget was the first big opportunity for the Labour Party to set Britain's economic agenda after it was swept into office with a large majority in July's general election after 14 years out of power.

The budget has also been seen as a reset moment for the Labour Party, after its first few turbulent months in office. Keir Starmer, the prime minister, said this week that the budget would "light the way" toward the government's priorities of ensuring financial stability, improving public services and encouraging investment.

For months, Ms. Reeves had warned that this budget would include "difficult" choices, signaling that Britons will have to swallow pain now for a bigger payoff later. These choices, government officials have said, will help the government achieve its goal of making Britain the fastest-growing economy in the Group of 7.

"This budget delivers one of the largest increases in spending, tax and borrowing of any single fiscal event in history," said Richard Hughes, the chair of the Office for Budget Responsibility, an independent watchdog.

Ms. Reeves increased public spending by PS70 billion a year over the next five years, about half of which is paid for by higher taxes. The changes would take the tax burden -- a measure of tax revenue as a share of gross domestic product -- to the highest on record.

By the end of the decade, the increase in employer contributions to National Insurance, which funds state benefits including pensions, would raise more than PS25 billion a year. About three-quarters of the cost is likely to be passed on to workers through lower wages, Mr. Hughes said.

Still, Ms. Reeves showed some restraint in the face of pressure to inject a lot more cash into Britain's struggling public services. She announced more money in the next few years, especially for teachers, defense and local authorities. But starting in 2026, day-to-day spending for government departments would grow on average 1.3 percent annually, after accounting for inflation, which analysts at the Institute for Fiscal Studies said would still leave some departments with very tight budgets.

At the same time, Ms. Reeves also set to increase public investment. She said that over the next five years, the government would increase capital spending by PS100 billion to invest in projects, such as school buildings, hospital beds and diagnostics centers.

In all, Ms. Reeves's measures will temporarily aid the economy but leave its size "largely unchanged" in five years, the Office for Budget Responsibility said. It forecast slightly higher growth for this year and next, but said growth would then slow to below 2 percent a year. However, a sustained increase in public investment would raise the supply potential of the economy, which could increase long-term growth, the budget responsibility office said.

The budget is the first step in the Labour Party's efforts to transform the British economy to make it more resilient, in what Ms. Reeves has called today's "age of insecurity," amid geopolitical conflicts and climate change.

"There are no shortcuts, and to deliver economic investment, we must restore economic stability and turn the page on the last 14 years," Ms. Reeves said.

She accused the Conservative Party of "economic irresponsibility" for cutting taxes before the election and overspending, which led to a PS22 billion "black hole" in public finances. Rishi Sunak, the former prime minister, said on Wednesday that the Labour Party had broken its promise to not raise taxes on working people.

In an effort to avoid a repeat of the economic tumult that followed former Prime Minister Liz Truss's "mini budget" two years ago, Ms. Reeves has vowed to stick to strict fiscal rules. Even as the government promised that there would be no return to austerity, day-to-day spending by government departments would have to be paid for by tax revenue by the end of this decade.

Ms. Reeves also said she would make sure debt levels would fall, but to allow more borrowing for investment, she changed the measure of debt that would be targeted to one that included the government's financial assets. By that measure, debt would fall in three years.

As investors digested the budget announcement and the plans for more borrowing, yields on British government bonds rose. The 10-year bond yield climbed to 4.36 percent, the highest since the end of May.

"Adopting a broader measure of debt is a step in the right direction, and the more permissive fiscal rules will help allow more public investment," said Adrian Pabst, a deputy director at the National Institute of Economic and Social Research. But, he added, "the government has widened the fiscal straitjacket rather than throwing it off."
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Teen Accused in U.K. Dance Class Stabbing Is Charged With Terror Offenses

The police said that they found Ricin and an Al Qaeda training manual in the suspect's home. The attack on little girls at a Taylor Swift-themed event stoked anti-immigrant sentiment.

A memorial event for the victims of the attack in Southport in August. Dan Kitwood/Getty Images



By Lynsey Chutel
Reporting from London


Oct 29, 2024 at 07:06 PM

The teenager accused of fatally stabbing three young girls at a Taylor Swift-themed dance class in England has been charged with additional offenses linked to terrorism, the police said on Tuesday.

The teenager, Axel Rudakubana, was already charged with murder in the deaths of the girls, who the police say he attacked at a dance class in July in Southport, a seaside town in northern England. He was also charged with 10 counts of attempted murder and possession of a knife.

Prosecutors have now charged Mr. Rudakubana with offenses linked to terrorism after a monthslong investigation by area police and the counterterrorism policing unit, said Serena Kennedy, the chief constable of the Merseyside Police.

After searching the family's home, in a quiet corner of the village of Bank, just outside Southport, the police found ricin, a lethal poison, leading to charge of production of a biological toxin. He was also charged with possession of an Al Qaeda training manual, "of a kind likely to be useful to a person committing or preparing an act of terrorism," Ms. Kennedy said in a statement.

While Mr. Rudakabuna is charged under Britain's terrorism laws, the police's counterterrorism unit did not declare the July 29 stabbing a terrorist incident, the constable said.

"For a matter to be declared a terrorist incident, motivation would need to be established," she said.

"You may have seen speculation online that the police are deciding to keep things from the public. This is certainly not the case," Ms. Kennedy said.

Within hours of the July 29 stabbing of three girls, ages 6, 7 and 9, far-right accounts on social media began spreading false claims that the killer was a Muslim asylum seeker who had illegally arrived in the country by boat. Anti-immigrant protests were met by counterprotesters, leading to violent clashes and dozens of arrests around the country.

The violence became an early test for Prime Minister Keir Starmer, who was elected in early July and described the protests as "coordinated" and "deliberate." He encouraged the police "to take action against extremists on our streets."

In August, a judge lifted Britain's usually strict legal restrictions, allowing the news media to name the suspect, who was a minor at the time but has since turned 18. The decision was aimed at quelling rabid online speculation. Mr. Rudakubana was born in Cardiff, the Welsh capital, the police said, though social media posts had erroneously described him as an undocumented immigrant.

The teenager, who remains in custody, will appear at a London magistrate's court via video link on Wednesday, the police said.

"My plea is to be patient, don't engage in rumor and speculation and don't believe everything you read on social media," Ms. Kennedy said.
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China's Latest Security Target: Halloween Partygoers

Last year, the Shanghai government said Halloween celebrations were a sign of "cultural tolerance." This year, the police rounded up people in costume.

Video: 

Social media videos verified by The New York Times showed police in Shanghai escorting away people dressed in costumes.


By Vivian Wang and Muyi Xiao
Vivian Wang reported from Beijing.


Oct 30, 2024 at 01:42 AM

The police escorted the Buddha down the street, one officer steering him with both hands. They hurried a giant poop emoji out of a cheering dance circle in a public park. They also pounced on Donald J. Trump with a bandaged ear, and pushed a Kim Kardashian look-alike, in a tight black dress and pearls, into a police van, while she turned and waved to a crowd of onlookers.

The authorities in Shanghai were on high alert this past weekend, against a pressing threat: Halloween.

Officials there clamped down on Halloween celebrations this year, after many young people turned last year's festivities into a rare public outlet for political or social criticism. People had poured into the streets dressed up as Covid testing workers, to mock the three years of lockdowns they had just endured; they plastered themselves in job advertisements, amid a weak employment market; they cross-dressed, seizing the opportunity to express L.G.B.T.Q. identities without being stigmatized.

At the time, many on Chinese social media celebrated the revelries as a joyous form of collective therapy. The Shanghai government even issued a news release saying the celebrations were proof of the city's "cultural tolerance" and the "wisdom of its urban managers."

"There is an absence of festivals in China solely dedicated to the simple pleasures of having fun," it said. "Halloween has filled the void."

But the authorities have grown increasingly restrictive toward personal expression in recent years, including seemingly apolitical expression. They are also wary of impromptu crowds, especially after the anti-lockdown protests in 2022. And so, for all their praise last year, this year they seemed determined to prevent a repeat.

Around Julu Road, a popular area where most people had congregated last year, guardrails had been erected, blocking off the sidewalks. Flanks of police lined the street and subway entrances. When they saw someone in costume, according to videos and photos on social media verified by The New York Times, they hustled them out of view.

Police officers keeping watch near barricades set up along Julu Road, where people in Halloween costumes gathered the year before, in Shanghai on Saturday. Nicoco Chan/Reuters


The police did not appear to be approaching people who were not in costume.

"If you have a costume, you'll be immediately taken away," a popular blogger who uses the name Zhe Ying -- who went viral last Halloween for her impression of a famous singer -- said in a livestream on Friday. Still wearing heavy makeup after having dressed up as an empress, she said she had just been released from "having tea," a common euphemism for interactions with the police. "If you wanted to go out on the streets, you might as well just return your clothing."

On several Chinese social media platforms, searches for terms such as "Shanghai Halloween" or "Shanghai Julu Road" returned no results or only limited ones from several months ago.

The Shanghai government did not make any public announcements about Halloween, though the city's Zhongshan Park, where many people had gathered on Saturday, abruptly announced later that night that the park would be closed the next day for "internal reasons." A Shanghai government spokeswoman did not reply to requests for comment.

Videos in another city, Hangzhou, also showed some people dressed as Deadpool, Batman and the Chinese actress Fan Bingbing being escorted away by police. In Beijing, some Halloween events were canceled as well.

Video: 

Police in Hangzhou ushered away people dressed in costumes like Deadpool, Batman and Fan Bingbing, in social media videos verified by The New York Times.

Warnings that Shanghai's Halloween celebrations this year would be limited by the authorities had already begun circulating before the holiday weekend. After an influencer posted a video on Douyin, China's version of TikTok, in mid-October to tell people which areas would likely be the most lively, two police officers came to her home last week to tell her to delete it, she said.

The influencer, who spoke on condition of anonymity out of fear of retaliation, said the police gave crowd control as the reason, but she didn't believe them.

Restaurants and bars in Shanghai were also told by the authorities not to host Halloween events, or at least not to advertise them openly as such, staff at three different venues confirmed by phone.

"So sad," Michael Luo, a bar owner, said in a video he posted on social media. "It's obviously a very happy holiday. Even though it's foreign culture, it's still quite fun."

Not long afterward, Mr. Luo said in an interview, the police told him, too, to delete his video. He estimated that the restrictions had resulted in an 80 or 90 percent drop in business compared to last Halloween.

Some revelry was still allowed, such as in amusement parks including Shanghai Disneyland. Bars and restaurants could also still hang Halloween decorations indoors, and some Halloween-themed events with presold tickets were allowed to go forward.

But many of those venues took precautions, too. One shopping complex that advertised a "Fun Night" shopping event, with posters featuring pumpkins and ghosts, erected a giant poster near its entrance. "Don't overdo it," it said in large orange letters. "Dress up carefully, go out simply."

Anything related to politics, religion or anything "sensitive" was strictly prohibited, the sign continued. "Weird costumes can only say goodbye!"

Siyi Zhao contributed research from Beijing. Video production by Shawn Paik.
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In Botswana's Election, Diamond Profits Are a Defining Issue

The party that has governed the country since 1966 could lose power as the economy struggles from a slump in demand for diamonds, which made Botswana an African success story.

A diamond-processing plant in Gaborone, Botswana, last year. Joao Silva/The New York Times



By John Eligon and Yvonne Mooka
John Eligon reported from Johannesburg and Yvonne Mooka from Gaborone, Botswana.


Oct 29, 2024 at 05:39 PM

The Botswana Democratic Party, which has governed the southern African nation since its independence in 1966, enters Wednesday's national elections facing an unlikely threat to its grip on power: diamonds.

For generations, diamonds have been the beating heart of the economy of Botswana, which ranks as one of the world's top two diamond producers, regularly competing with Russia. The diamond industry has transformed Botswana into a beacon of hope on the African continent, and what the World Bank considers an upper-middle-income country.

But a global decline in diamond demand has hit Botswana's economy hard. That has only deepened financial hardship for a population in which many believe that the government has upset the nation's great rise through corruption and bad administration.

Botswana's reputation as a stable democracy is being put to the test this year amid questions about whether the governing party is using underhanded tactics to stay in power. The party is only one of several in southern Africa that have led their countries since the end of colonialism but have since struggled to deliver a better life for many.

President Mokgweetsi Masisi has been barnstorming the vast, sparsely populated country of 2.5 million, positioning himself and his party as agents of change -- even though he has been in power for six years and his party for nearly 60.

President Mokgweetsi Masisi of Botswana addressing the United Nations General Assembly last month. Dave Sanders for The New York Times


Mr. Masisi's biggest foil is his predecessor, who helped elevate him to power: Ian Khama. Mr. Khama, the son of Botswana's first post-colonial leader, Seretse Khama, had a bitter falling out with Mr. Masisi. Ian Khama left for South Africa in 2021, but returned to Botswana this year, campaigning for a new party that he helped to form and drawing big crowds wherever he goes.


What are the main issues?

The economy stands front and center.

Unemployment has increased to nearly 28 percent, and it's even worse among youth, at 38 percent. The International Monetary Fund estimates that the country's economy will grow just 1 percent this year, down from 5.5 percent in 2022. The decline is largely because of challenges in the diamond industry, which accounts for about 90 percent of Botswana's exports, according to the World Bank.

Those challenges have dampened some of the good will Mr. Masisi may have earned when his government brokered a new deal last year for the country to receive more revenue from the diamond giant De Beers, which gets most of its diamonds from Botswana.

On international indexes, Botswana ranks as a country with low corruption and good governance. But there has been a growing sense among residents that the government is no longer fiscally prudent, said Adam Mfundisi, a public policy analyst at the University of Botswana.

Former President of Botswana Ian Khama campaigning last week. Monirul Bhuiyan/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Mr. Masisi has faced accusations that he was improperly awarded a government farm. He also faced scrutiny after his sister was awarded government contracts worth tens of millions of dollars in 2020 and 2022.

A survey in 2022 by Afrobarometer, a nonpartisan research organization, found that nearly 70 percent of those polled disapproved of Mr. Masisi's job performance. Half of those polled said they believed that most or all of the officials in the president's office were involved in corruption, up from 13 percent a decade earlier.

How does Botswana vote?

Voters in 61 constituencies will select the party they want to represent their constituency in the National Assembly, the lawmaking house of Parliament. The party that receives the highest share of the votes in a constituency (even if it is less than 50 percent) wins that seat in the assembly. The members of the assembly elect the president. If a party wins more than half of the seats, its candidate will become president. If not, the parties will likely form a coalition and decide on a president.

Who is running and who is likely to win?

As the incumbent party with the benefit of state resources, the Botswana Democratic Party is still considered the favorite to win, but analysts say the outcome is difficult to predict. The party is led by the 63-year-old Mr. Masisi, a former schoolteacher who worked for the United Nations Children's Fund before entering politics. The party won nearly 67 percent of the seats that were up for grabs in the National Assembly in the previous election in 2019.

The largest opposition party is the Umbrella for Democratic Change, which won 26 percent of the seats in the last election. The party is led by Duma Boko, a 54-year-old human rights lawyer who is a graduate of Harvard University.

Umbrella for Democratic Change supporters hold banners showcasing the party's presidential candidate Duma Boko as they dance during a campaign rally in Gaborone last week. Monirul Bhuiyan/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Mr. Khama's party, the Botswana Patriotic Front, could play the role of spoiler. Its presidential candidate is Mephato Reatile, 57, an engineer who left the governing party in 2020 after clashing with its leadership.

But Mr. Khama is the party's main draw even though he faces charges on money laundering and illegal firearm possession. He says the charges are politically motivated -- a grievance shared by supporters who have defected from the governing party in droves.

The fourth candidate for president is Dumelang Saleshando, 53, leader of the Botswana Congress Party, which bills itself as a social democratic party.

Some opposition parties have questioned the impartiality of the country's Independent Electoral Commission. They have criticized the commission for sending officials to Zimbabwe to learn from the commission there. Zimbabwe's election last year was widely denounced by independent observers as failing to meet international standards.

But Botswana's commission has dismissed claims of rigging as reckless, and said it was only studying machines that Zimbabwe used for accrediting observers.

When will we find out the results?

The electoral commission said most of the results should be tabulated on the night of the election. But it will likely take a day or two before the full results are known.

Supporters of the Botswana Congress Party put up a poster of their presidential candidate, Dumelang Saleshando, in Gaborone on Tuesday. Phill Magakoe/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images
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U.S. Military Says It Killed Up to 35 Islamic State Militants in Syria

Airstrikes on Monday targeted people who the military said were senior leaders of the group, which has sharply stepped up its attacks in Iraq and Syria.

U.S. forces patrolling in Syria last month. Delil Souleiman/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Eve Sampson



Oct 30, 2024 at 06:40 PM

U.S. airstrikes hit several Islamic State camps in the Syrian desert on Monday, killing up to 35 of the group's operatives, the United States Central Command said in a statement on Wednesday.

The strikes targeted multiple senior leaders in the early evening, the statement said, and there were no known civilian casualties. U.S. officials did not immediately respond to an inquiry about the identities of the officials targeted.

The United States has dispatched warships and air defense systems to the region, where Israel is at war with Hezbollah and Hamas, backed by Iran, and Iran and Israel have exchanged blows directly. Syria, allied with Iran and Hezbollah, has also been entangled in the conflict, adding to international unease about the already unstable region.

The Pentagon warned in July that attacks in Syria and Iraq that were claimed by the Islamic State, or ISIS, were on track to double the number last year, indicating a resurgence of the terrorist group. ISIS affiliate groups have also become increasingly lethal in other parts of the world, such as Africa's Sahel region, exploiting political instability and weak central governments.

ISIS claimed responsibility for 153 attacks in Iraq and Syria in the first half of this year, according to a report by the military's Central Command. In all of last year, ISIS claimed 121 attacks in Iraq and Syria.

In 2014, the group seized vast stretches of territory in Syria and Iraq, establishing a brutal regime there. Over the next five years, an array of ISIS adversaries, including the United States, combined to take back the region, but thousands of the group's fighters survived, melting into the general population.

"The Islamic State threat in Syria has not gone away; it was always there. Since 2019, the group has been biding its time waiting to resurge," said Devorah Margolin, a senior fellow at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy. The group, she said, has carried out more attacks than it has claimed openly, has repeatedly tried to free its members from prisons and has continued a shadow governance in parts of northeastern Syria.

The United States has 2,500 troops in Iraq and 900 in Syria to help contain and defeat what remains of ISIS. Despite the group's increased attacks this year, the U.S.-led military coalition plans to end its mission and leave Iraq over the next two years, U.S. and Iraqi officials announced in a joint statement in September. The statement said the mission in Syria could continue longer, contingent on conditions within the war-torn country.

Ms. Margolin warned that ISIS would grow when American troops withdraw.

"Without a base in Iraq to operate from, it will be nearly impossible to offer the much-needed air support to fight I.S. in Syria, or to maintain our troop presence there," she said. "Without a concrete plan in place on how to continue to operate in Syria, the U.S. will be faced with leaving Syria, creating an opportunity for the Islamic State to fully resurge."
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At a Glitzy Saudi Investment Forum, Almost No Mention of War

Saudi Arabia and its Gulf neighbors are seeking to reassure foreign investors that it's still safe to do business amid the turmoil around the Mideast.

Yasir Al-Rumayyan, center, governor of Saudi Arabia's sovereign wealth fund, leads a round-table discussion at the kingdom's annual investment conference, in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, on Tuesday. Hamad I Mohammed/Reuters



By Ismaeel Naar
Reporting from the Future Investment Initiative forum in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia


Oct 30, 2024 at 09:01 AM

When senior Saudi officials took the podium this week at the kingdom's glitzy annual investment forum, there was barely a mention of the war unsettling the Middle East for more than a year now.

Instead, at the forum nicknamed "Davos of the Desert," Gulf leaders sought to reassure the gathered foreign investors and policymakers that the conflicts in Gaza and Lebanon will not threaten business as usual with the region's economic powerhouses.

While the Gulf has so far been spared direct involvement in the hostilities, there are fears that a further escalation could seriously impede the region's plans to diversify its economies. The Gulf states worry that they cannot thrive in a region marked by persistent conflict, especially one that threatens to engulf Iran -- the state backing many of the groups now fighting Israel.

Khalid Al-Falih, the Saudi investment minister, only obliquely referred to the war when he addressed the conference on Tuesday, mentioning human suffering and disruptions to shipping in the Red Sea. But "the tailwinds are much stronger than the headwinds," he said of the Gulf's economic prospects.

Saudi Arabia, under the leadership of Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, has set out in recent years to diversify its economy away from near-total reliance on oil, knowing that even its vast resources are finite. At the same time, the crown prince has loosened the country's tight social and cultural strictures.

And a few years before the latest war broke out with the Oct. 7, 2023 Hamas attack on Israel, the United Arab Emirates normalized relations with Israel -- a move that many observers saw as motivated, at least in part, by the desire to remove obstacles from the path toward economic development in the Gulf.

Saudi Arabia appeared to be on course to do the same in the period leading up to the outbreak of war, but the hostilities halted that progress, at least for now.

Conference participants gathered at a conference center in Riyadh, on Tuesday. Hamad I Mohammed/Reuters


"Notwithstanding the regional war ensuing, the Gulf political elites, in particular in Saudi Arabia, need to project that they are open for business," said Aziz Alghashian, director of research at the Observer Research Foundation Middle East, a think tank.

"Restructuring the economy is not a matter of preference or desire, but the Saudis are considering the restructuring of the economy as an existential matter," he added. "They need to make sure regional turmoil does not hinder these economic ambitions."

The Gulf nations realize that they cannot pursue their ambitious national development plans without the West, which in turn recognizes them, particularly Saudi Arabia, as vital partners, despite qualms about their human rights records. Two years after vowing to treat the kingdom as a "pariah" following the murder of the dissident journalist Jamal Khashoggi, President Biden paid a cordial visit there in 2022, a tacit concession that Saudi Arabia is too important to shun.

The 3-day Future Investment Initiative (FII) forum, the flagship Saudi economic conference now underway, draws thousands of businesspeople every year who appeal to Saudi investors for start-up capital, advisory work or other sources of funding and employment.

This year, David M. Solomon, the chief executive of Goldman Sachs, and Larry Fink, the chief executive of BlackRock, are among the featured speakers.

The attendees gathered at the lavish Ritz Carlton hotel in the Saudi capital, Riyadh, its grand marble lobby adorned with elaborate chandeliers. It is the same hotel that was converted, temporarily, into a 5-star prison in 2017 when more than 200 wealthy Saudis, including members of the royal family, were detained in what the government called an anti-corruption campaign.

The opening ceremony of the forum featured a spectacular light show and performances by opera singers flown in from South Africa.

The conference began on Tuesday with a keynote address from Yasir Al-Rumayyan, who oversees the $925 billion Saudi sovereign wealth fund. The next high-profile Saudi speaker was Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman, the kingdom's energy minister. Neither mentioned the regional war nor the Israel-Palestinian conflict directly in their speeches.

Saudi Arabia, the de facto leader of the oil-producing countries of OPEC, is trying to manage the market at a difficult time when oil prices have fallen well below the figure needed to balance the government budget.

Minister of Investment of Saudi Arabia Khalid Al-Falih, on Tuesday. Hamad I Mohammed/Reuters


Some foreign investors in the past were hesitant to do business with Saudi Arabia because laws governing business did not align with international standards. But in August, the kingdom made efforts to address those qualms with legal reforms that put foreign and local investors on equal footing and with changes to labor laws to address dispute resolution procedures.

While Gulf states Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain have all worked to improve relations with their longtime rival Iran, they still depend heavily on the United States for security and defense.

Bader Al-Saif, an assistant history professor at Kuwait University, said that the Gulf states have been forced to contend with their limited power and influence despite having shouldered diplomatic and humanitarian efforts regarding the war on Gaza. The tiny, energy-rich Gulf emirate of Qatar, in particular, has been a leading force in diplomacy to try to end the war.

"We know our limits," Mr. Al-Saif said, referring to Gulf frustration with a White House that hasn't been able to contain regional strife.

The region's rulers, said Anna Jacobs, a senior Gulf analyst for the International Crisis Group, aim to present the Gulf to the world as "a bustling hub for business, tourism, technology, innovation, sports, fashion, you name it."

Saudi Arabia's Minister of Energy Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman Al Saud addressing the Future Investment Initiative. Hamad I Mohammed/Reuters
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What to Know About Spain's Devastating Floods

More than 90 people were killed after the downpour, which some residents said was the worst they had ever witnessed.

Destroyed and submerged cars in Alafar, Spain, on Thursday, after flash floods swept through the region. Jose Jordan/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Emma Bubola, Isabella Kwai and Jose Bautista



Oct 30, 2024 at 04:19 PM

Flash floods have killed more than 90 people across eastern Spain, according to the Spanish authorities, after a deluge of rain -- in some places, several months' worth -- fell in less than a day.

The flooding, which began with heavy rain on Monday, were some of the country's deadliest in decades.

As rescuers dug through the mud to search for survivors, the death toll was expected to rise as some people were still missing, and more rain was forecast.

The ferocity of the flooding submerged entire villages, turned roads into powerful rivers of mud and downed power in many areas. Videos shared online by residents and emergency services showed cars piling up as they were swept away by rushing water. Helicopter crews lifted some people trapped in neck-high waters to safety and traveled to boat to reach others who were stranded. 

Video: Rescue Operations Underway as Flash Floods Kill Dozens in Spain

More than 1,000 soldiers from an emergency response team were deployed, and officials said that many more residents were waiting for help, after more than a month's worth of rain fell in less than 24 hours in some areas across southern and eastern Spain.


Where are the floods?

The floods were worst in eastern and southern Spain, including in areas that often see autumn rains. Still, residents said they were shocked by the amount of rainfall this week.


The vast majority of the deaths were in Valencia, a coastal region that includes the city of the same name. The city of Valencia, a popular tourist destination, reported considerable damage, with flooding on major roads and in the subway system. 

Towns and villages outside Valencia were ravaged by floodwaters, leaving sodden rubble behind. Some of the hardest-hit villages remain cut off, with main roads and bridges broken or still inundated. In one area, Chiva, practically a year's worth of rain fell over eight hours, according to Spain's meteorological agency. 

Rescuers searching for missing people in debris after flooding in Letur, Spain, on Wednesday. Manu/EPA, via Shutterstock


Flooding also swept the southern region of Andalusia, which includes the cities of Seville and Malaga.

Did climate change play a role?

Meteorologists said that the rainfall was likely the result of a sudden cold drop, known in Spanish as a "gota fria." That happens when cold air moves over the warm waters of the Mediterranean Sea, allowing the hotter, moister air at the surface to rise quickly and produce robust rain clouds. A storm system pushed the moisture-rich clouds into Spain.

Estimating the influence of climate change on any single flood event requires further analysis, but scientists have said that global warming is making storms in many regions more intense. Warmer air holds, and releases, more water.

The Mediterranean is also getting hotter, hitting its highest ever recorded temperature in August.

Deadly flooding left piled-up cars and muddy streets in Valencia, Spain. Manaure Quintero/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Scientists convened by the United Nations have found no consistent trend in the way global warming is affecting extreme rainfall in the Mediterranean region, which includes Southern Europe and North Africa. But climate models indicate that if nations allow global warming to worsen in the coming decades, downpours in the region will most likely become heavier and more frequent.

What damage have the floods caused?

The death toll jumped throughout the day on Wednesday and could rise further on Thursday as rescuers pressed on with their search. People are still missing, and residents were urged not to travel in the area. More than 1,000 soldiers from an emergency response team were sent to affected areas. 

While it has been difficult to assess the damage to homes, roads and other infrastructure as rescuers struggle to reach some areas, initial reports have made clear that it is extensive. 

Along a muck-covered highway after heavy rainfall in Valencia Province. Miguel Angel Polo/EPA, via Shutterstock


Videos posted online show some bridges washed away, roads impassable train tracks damaged and many homes completely flooded or destroyed. And thousands of residents were trapped in cars, trucks or homes by floodwaters or damaged infrastructure.

About 155,000 customers lost electricity across Valencia on Wednesday, according to an energy provider there.

The disaster could also have economic consequences in a region that is a major producer of fruits and vegetables, including Valencia's famous oranges. One farmers' union in Valencia said it was possible that thousands of hectares of crops could be lost this season.

Raymond Zhong contributed reporting.
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Super Typhoon Kong-rey Moves Toward Taiwan

The storm prompted closures and raised the risk of landslides as it approached the island. It was expected to hit as the equivalent of a Category 4 hurricane.

Video: 

Satellite imagery shows a timelapse of Typhoon Kong-rey strengthening over the western Pacific.


By Judson Jones, Amy Chang Chien, John Yoon and Alexandra E. Petri
Judson Jones is a meteorologist and reporter for The Times. Amy Chang Chien reported from Yilan County, Taiwan.


Oct 30, 2024 at 05:03 AM

Go here for the latest on Typhoon Kong-rey.

Super Typhoon Kong-rey was barreling toward Taiwan on Wednesday, packing ferocious winds and heavy rains in what was expected to be one of the most powerful storms ever to hit the island so late in the year.

The storm was expected to make landfall as the equivalent of a Category 4 hurricane along Taiwan's eastern coast on Thursday, according to meteorologists. As of Wednesday afternoon, the authorities had grounded some flights and called boats to shore.

"The typhoon is coming fiercely," Cho Jung-tai, Taiwan's premier, said during a visit to the island's Central Weather Administration on Tuesday. He warned that Kong-rey's heavy rains could bring landslides and road closures to eastern Taiwan.


Kong-rey on Wednesday was skirting the northern Philippines, which was battered by Tropical Storm Trami last week. The Philippine government said on Wednesday that the two storms together had killed at least 139 people and left at least 21 others missing.

Taiwan issued a land warning on Wednesday over most of the island, according to the Central Weather Administration. Land warnings are issued when a typhoon's sustained winds of at least 39 miles per hour are predicted to hit within 18 hours, according to the agency.

As of Wednesday morning, dozens of flights in Taiwan had been canceled because of Kong-rey. Some ferry services were suspended in southeastern Taiwan, and fishing boats were called to shore. In the eastern coastal city of Hualien, which was hit by a magnitude 7.4 earthquake in April, the authorities prepared supplies and vehicles to help evacuate people.

In Yilan, a northeastern county, strong winds and rain had arrived by early Wednesday. At Suao Port in Yilan, which is usually crowded with military and civilian ships, a few vessels were docked at the harbor.

Taitung County, in the southeast, and some townships in Yilan said that schools and business would be closed starting Wednesday evening.

On social media, Taiwanese people expressed concern that such a powerful storm was arriving at the start of winter. Though typhoons happen all year, most storms in the western Pacific form from May to October.

A super typhoon, equivalent to a Category 4 hurricane, Kong-rey was spinning toward eastern Taiwan with picturesque shape and a large eye. Forecasters with the Joint Typhoon Warning Center caution that as the storm approaches the coast, it could become erratic, with changes in its forward speed and direction, and weaken slightly before it makes landfall on Thursday.

Regardless of any weakening, Kong-rey will be a powerful storm as it nears Taiwan.

"Typhoon Kong-rey -- a climatological freak," an experienced typhoon chaser, James Reynolds, posted on social media. "Its track towards Taiwan and potential landfall intensity will make it a once in a generation (if not longer) storm."

If Kong-rey makes landfall as the equivalent of a Category 4 hurricane, it would be the strongest typhoon to hit Taiwan this late in the year. 

As the typhoon traverses Taiwan, the mountains that run through the middle of the island are expected to weaken the storm, leaving the island's eastern side to receive most of the rainfall.

But even after passing through Taiwan, Kong-rey is likely to remain a typhoon as it emerges over the Taiwan Strait and heads toward southern Japan and China, where it could make landfall on Friday.
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Heart-Valve Patients Should Have Earlier Surgery, Study Suggests

The results of a new clinical trial have overturned the "wait and see" approach that cardiologists have long favored for symptom-free patients.

A CT scan of a 64-year-old patient with heart failure showing calcification of the aortic valve, bright white, in center, which can lead to aortic valve stenosis. Zephyr/Science Source



By Benjamin Mueller



Oct 30, 2024 at 03:09 PM

For decades, people with failing heart valves who nevertheless felt all right would walk out of the cardiologist's office with the same "wait and see" treatment plan: Come back in six or 12 months. No reason to go under the knife just yet.

A new clinical trial has overturned that thinking, suggesting that those patients would be much better off having their valves replaced right away with a minimally invasive procedure.

The trial, whose results were published this week in The New England Journal of Medicine, could change the way doctors treat severe aortic stenosis, a narrowing of the valve that controls blood flow from the heart. The disease, which has a prognosis worse than that of most cancers, afflicts more than 3 percent of people ages 65 and older. It is expected to become more common as people live longer.

Replacing people's heart valves, even if they were not yet experiencing any ill effects, appeared to roughly halve their risk of being unexpectedly hospitalized for heart problems over at least two years, the trial found.

Patients who were put on the more conservative treatment plan overwhelmingly ended up needing surgery anyway: Roughly 70 percent of them developed symptoms and needed to have their valves replaced within two years, suggesting that the disease worsens more quickly than previously understood.

"You may be able to at least prevent that progression and perhaps improve patient outcomes by treating earlier," said Dr. Gregg Stone, a professor of medicine at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, describing the implications of the trial. The findings, he said, "will have a major effect on practice."

Dr. Stone was not involved in the trial and said he received no support from the replacement valve maker that sponsored it.

Cardiologists have long known that patients like those in the trial -- people with failing heart valves but no symptoms -- could sometimes deteriorate or even die.

But doctors had only a vague sense of how quickly that might happen. And in the absence of symptoms, they figured that it was better to defer surgery, preferring instead to monitor valves with occasional imaging and symptom checks.

Cardiologists were wary of replacing valves partly because, until recent decades, that would have required open-heart surgery, a risk that hardly seemed worth taking for patients who were able to go about their lives without trouble.

The emergence of a less invasive surgery opened the door to a different approach. In that surgery, called transcatheter aortic valve replacement, or TAVR, cardiologists insert a replacement valve through a patient's groin and thread it all the way to the heart.

For the new trial, researchers, led by Dr. Philippe Genereux, a director of the structural heart program at Morristown Medical Center in New Jersey, recruited about 900 people with severe aortic stenosis who could nevertheless pass a treadmill stress test. Half of them were randomly chosen to undergo early surgery, and the other half were given the standard wait-and-see plan.

More than two in five of the wait-and-see patients ended up being unexpectedly hospitalized with heart problems, compared with only one in five of the surgical patients. And performing the TAVR procedure right away, rather than after patients developed symptoms, did not seem to carry extra risks.

Doctors said that more studies were needed on the durability of replacement valves and the best approach for younger patients; in the trial, patients had to be 65 or older. But they said the trial was persuasive.

"Cardiologists will be having very different conversations with patients now," said Dr. Toby Rogers, an interventional cardiologist at MedStar Washington Hospital Center who consults for the valve maker that sponsored the trial but was not involved in running it. "Going earlier avoids bad things happening, especially ending up in the hospital."
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News analysis


Harris's Mission: Disqualify Trump, but Extend a Hand to His Voters

Kamala Harris, in her closing argument to voters, acknowledged an inescapable political reality: Donald Trump is not a fringe figure within his own party or the nation.

While she attacked former President Donald J. Trump as unfit for office on Tuesday night, Vice President Kamala Harris tied her argument to the economic worries that animate far more American voters. Erin Schaff/The New York Times



By Lisa Lerer and Shane Goldmacher



Oct 30, 2024 at 09:04 AM

Follow live updates on the 2024 election here.

For nearly a decade, Democrats have sought to frame Donald J. Trump as an aberration of the country's democratic norms and political traditions. For Hillary Clinton in 2016, he was mounting an "an unprecedented attack" on American democracy. Four years later, Joseph R. Biden Jr. argued that Mr. Trump had eroded "the soul of the nation."

And so it was on Tuesday night for Vice President Kamala Harris, when she stood at the site of Mr. Trump's most infamous speech that riled up his supporters to riot at the Capitol, and tried -- in a third presidential race -- to unify the nation against him.

She cast Mr. Trump as a "petty tyrant." As an impeached president seeking a return to "unchecked power." And as a convicted felon determined to prosecute his political enemies and keep Americans "divided and afraid of each other."

And yet, wrapped in those sharp attacks were the signs of a shifted approach. More than any of the Democratic presidential nominees who preceded her, Ms. Harris sought to balance the existential with the everyday, intertwining her argument with the economic worries that animate far more American voters.

"Here's what I promise you: I will always listen to you, even if you don't vote for me," she said. "On Day 1, if elected, Donald Trump would walk into that office with an enemies list. When elected, I will walk in, with a to-do list."

Her approach amounts to a tacit admission of an inescapable political reality. Mr. Trump is not a fringe figure. The thunderous applause at Madison Square Garden on Sunday night, not just for Mr. Trump but for some of the darker acts that preceded him, offered a vivid reminder that he has become the soul of the Republican Party. Win or lose next Tuesday, roughly half the nation has already rallied behind him.

Former President Donald J. Trump held a rally in New York's Madison Square Garden on Sunday, in which several speakers used racist and misogynistic language. Kenny Holston/The New York Times


Ms. Harris delivered her closing argument at the Ellipse in Washington, the site of Mr. Trump's speech that riled up his supporters to riot at the Capitol. Eric Lee/The New York Times


In the final days of her campaign, Ms. Harris is trying to separate the man from his movement. Gone is the framing of Republicans as "extreme MAGA," the catchphrase attack adopted by Mr. Biden during the 2022 midterms. Instead, in ways big and small, Ms. Harris is extending an open hand to Republicans who may have voted for the former president in the past.

She has traveled the battleground states for events with Republicans, including former Representative Liz Cheney, a conservative from Wyoming who is one of Mr. Trump's most vocal opponents. She has promised to appoint a Republican to her cabinet. Her campaign has made a series of direct appeals to those who previously voted for Mr. Trump, reminding them that no one else sees what happens in the privacy of the voting booth.

Some in the Democratic Party -- including the man who lives in the White House illuminated behind her on Tuesday -- appear to be still reckoning with that new approach. Just before she took the stage, President Biden seemed to refer to those who support Mr. Trump as "garbage," in a campaign call that quickly ricocheted across the internet, was seized upon by Republicans and the president himself soon sought to clarify on social media. Mr. Biden said he meant only the comedian at Mr. Trump's Sunday rally who had called Puerto Rico an "island of garbage."

Ms. Harris has taken pains to avoid any such confusion. When asked in an interview with Fox News this month whether voters who supported Mr. Trump were "stupid," Ms. Harris shot back: "Oh, God. I would never say that about the American people."

Mr. Trump, she said, is "the one who tends to demean and belittle and diminish the American people."

Yet even as Ms. Harris casts Mr. Trump as divisive, she has placed him in a far more traditional political frame of a disconnected, wealthy politician.

Mr. Trump, she frequently argues, would sell out the economic needs of the middle class for his billionaire friends. Her policy proposals have focused on tactile economic issues, like increasing coverage of elder care, lowering child care costs, creating subsidies for new home buyers and fighting high grocery prices. Even abortion has been reframed through the lens of personal freedom and medical realities, rather than loftier questions of faith or morality.

"I pledge to seek common ground and common-sense solutions to make your lives better," Ms. Harris told the crowd on Tuesday evening. "I am not looking to score political points. I am looking to make progress."

To win the election, Ms. Harris must energize a Democratic base that reviles Mr. Trump, while winning the support of independent and Republican voters. Jason Andrew for The New York Times


The country is divided, Ms. Harris acknowledged, but her vow is that it doesn't need to remain so. Eric Lee/The New York Times


Her effort is an attempt to broaden her political tent. To win the election, Ms. Harris must energize a Democratic base that reviles Mr. Trump, while winning the support of independent and Republican voters who are more concerned about their pocketbooks.

Just 7 percent of voters said democracy was the most important issue regarding their choice for president, according to a recent New York Times/Siena College poll. 

Mr. Trump has taken a very different tack.

He has forgone the traditional strategy of unifying the party after a divisive primary contest, making few attempts to reach out to Republicans who backed former Gov. Nikki Haley of South Carolina. While she maintains her support for him, Mr. Trump prefers to talk about how "badly" he defeated Ms. Haley in her home state.

In recent weeks, he has escalated his attacks on the "enemy within," insisting when pressed by conservative interviewers that he is referring directly to Democratic politicians and liberal activists who oppose him.

And his Madison Square Garden event was a splashy display of the power of his base and the grievances that animate them. The nearly six-hour program featured the most stalwart supporters of his movement, a group that included aides, conservative entertainers and a series of family members.

Still, Mr. Trump himself sought to capitalize on Mr. Biden's garbage remark onstage in Pennsylvania on Tuesday evening, hoping voters might look past his own demonization of Democrats or those who disagree with him as "communists" and "vermin."

"That's terrible," he said, drawing a parallel to Mrs. Clinton's 2016 "basket of deplorables" remark that Republicans used as a rallying cry for years.

Mr. Trump expressed no similar condemnation of comments made at his event 48 hours earlier, when Sid Rosenberg, a conservative radio host, described the entire Democratic Party as "a bunch of degenerates, lowlives, Jew haters and lowlives."

It was exactly that kind of inflammatory language that Ms. Harris promised to move beyond on Tuesday night. The country is divided, she acknowledged, but central to her campaign is a vow is that it doesn't need to remain so.

"The fact that someone disagrees with us, does not make them 'the enemy from within,'" she said. "America, for too long, we have been consumed with too much division, chaos and mutual distrust. And it can be easy to forget a simple truth: It doesn't have to be this way."

Mr. Trump's Madison Square Garden event lasted nearly six hours, and featured the most stalwart supporters of his movement, including Elon Musk and several of his family members. Todd Heisler/The New York Times


In her speech, Ms. Harris stressed how she would be a president even for those who disagreed with her.  Erin Schaff/The New York Times


But even if Ms. Harris is successful in bringing together a coalition to defeat Mr. Trump, she may still be forced to contend with just how tight his hold remains over his party.

His lies about the 2020 election pervade the Republican Party, amplified for four years by conservative media, politicians and celebrities. If he wins, his supporters will not only see a new future but a rightful restoration. And if he loses, they are already primed to expect malfeasance.

As Election Day approaches, Mr. Trump has added one more claim to his roster of attacks on Democrats. The party, he has baselessly claimed, is "going to cheat" in the contest.

"It's the only way they're going to win," he said this month, in Juneau, Wis. "And we can't let it happen again." 
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Fact Check


Fact-Checking Harris's Closing Argument

The vice president has stuck largely to the facts when highlighting the words of her rival, former President Donald J. Trump, but has on occasion omitted context or erred when describing policies and statistics.

In her so-called closing argument to voters on Tuesday, Vice President Kamala Harris presented herself as the candidate of the future. Eric Lee/The New York Times



By Linda Qiu
Video by Jamie Leventhal



Oct 30, 2024 at 03:48 PM

Follow live updates of the 2024 election here.

In her closing argument to voters on Tuesday night, Vice President Kamala Harris characterized her Republican opponent as a "petty tyrant," motivated by vengeance and past grievances, and presented herself as the candidate of the future, motivated by a "to-do list."

Since ascending to the top of the Democratic ticket in July, Ms. Harris has hewed closely to scripted talking points and stuck to the facts, delivering far fewer half-truths than former President Donald J. Trump and even fewer outright falsehoods.

Her speech Tuesday night on the Ellipse in Washington, days before the election, and her remarks in the closing days of the campaign have underscored those differences, as she repeatedly and accurately highlights her rival's own words and the opinions of his former advisers that Mr. Trump is a fascist. On some occasions though, she has been less accurate or omitted context when describing social and border policy and statistics.

Here's a fact check of some of her recent claims.

What Was Said

Video: 


True. Mr. Trump has threatened to weaponize the Justice Department against political foes. He has also repeatedly vowed to issue full pardons to those who participated in the attack on the Capitol.

Mr. Trump said in 2023 that he would appoint "a real special prosecutor to go after" President Biden and his family, and said in June that he would have "every right to go after" his rivals, including Mr. Biden.

In a book under his name released in September, Mr. Trump falsely accused the Meta chief executive, Mark Zuckerberg, of plotting against him and warned that he "will spend the rest of his life in prison" should he do "anything illegal this time." And on social media this fall, Mr. Trump reposted images of Mr. Biden, Ms. Harris, former Speaker Nancy Pelosi, Dr. Anthony Fauci and the Microsoft founder Bill Gates in orange jumpsuits. In other posts, he called for the prosecution of former President Barack Obama, former Representative Liz Cheney and the special counsel Jack Smith.

Additionally, Mr. Trump has specifically referred to Ms. Pelosi and Representative Adam Schiff of California as the "enemy within."

Ms. Harris is also correct that Mr. Trump has promised to pardon rioters who stormed the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. In March, he pledged on social media that one of his first acts as president would be to "free the January 6 Hostages being wrongfully imprisoned." In an April interview with Time magazine, he said he would "absolutely" consider pardoning every person prosecuted for the attack, adding that "if somebody was evil and bad, I would look at that differently." Asked in July if he would pardon those who attacked police, Mr. Trump again answered "absolutely."

What Was Said

Video: 


This needs context. Mr. Trump's position on a federal abortion ban is muddled and has shifted several times this campaign alone. And he has not said he would mandate states to monitor women's pregnancies, but that it is their prerogative to do so.

In March, Mr. Trump suggested he would support a federal ban on abortions after 15 week -- a cutoff, he said, that "people are agreeing on" -- with exceptions for rape, incest and the life of the mother.

Then in April, Mr. Trump said he would not sign a federal abortion ban. In the presidential debate in September, Mr. Trump again said he would not sign a ban because "this issue has now been taken over by the states."

But when asked about a claim by his running mate, Senator JD Vance, that he would veto such a ban, Mr. Trump said he "didn't discuss it with JD."

In October, Mr. Trump then said he would veto a federal ban.

In April, asked by Time magazine whether states should monitor women's pregnancies and prosecute violators, Mr. Trump did not say that they should. He said that "they might do that" and that "the states are going to say." His views are "totally irrelevant," he added, because the states make those decisions.

What Was Said

Video: 


This needs context. Ms. Harris omitted several elements of Mr. Trump's tax proposals that would benefit working Americans. Mr. Trump has vowed not to cut Social Security or Medicare, though an independent analysis has found that his overall agenda would harm Social Security's financial health. And it is unclear where Mr. Trump stands on the $35 monthly cap on insulin for Medicare beneficiaries, given that he started a pilot program that introduced the cap but has also indicated support for repealing the law that expanded that cap.

While the 2017 tax measure was disproportionately beneficial to the rich and corporations, a majority of people received a tax cut. The law's reductions to the individual tax rate are set to expire in 2025, and Mr. Trump supports extending those cuts and further reducing the corporate tax rate from 21 percent to 15 percent for some companies. But several of his other tax proposals would benefit middle- and lower-income Americans, including eliminating taxes on tips and Social Security benefits.

During his 2024 presidential campaign, Mr. Trump has said repeatedly that he would not cut Social Security or Medicare, though he had previously shown brief and vague support for such proposals.

It is worth noting, though, that a recent analysis by the nonpartisan Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget found that Mr. Trump's policies would "dramatically worsen Social Security's finances." Those proposals, the think tank said, would hasten the depletion of Social Security's trust funds from 2034 to 2031. In contrast, Ms. Harris's proposals "would not have large effects on Social Security Trust Fund solvency."

As for the insulin price cap, Mr. Trump has made no specific proposals to eliminate it.

In fact, the Trump administration started a Medicare pilot program in 2020 that laid the groundwork for it. Under the voluntary program, insurers could cap the price of insulin at $35 a month for Medicare prescription drug coverage plans, known as Part D, covering an estimated 800,000 enrollees.

The Inflation Reduction Act, signed into law by President Biden in 2022, expanded that cap to all Medicare Part D plans, covering 3.3 million enrollees, and also added a $35 cap to co-pays under Medicare Part B, which covers doctor visits, lab tests and other medical services.

Ms. Harris has a point that Mr. Trump has said that he would "terminate" or "end the green new scam," his derisive term for the Inflation Reduction Act. He has offered few specifics on what this would entail, and whether it would include repealing the expanded cap, and his campaign did not respond when asked. But on some occasions, he and his advisers have indicated that the repeal may be partial, and targeted to rescinding funding intended to combat climate change.

Mr. Trump, in an interview with the AARP, said he would "continue my efforts to protect Americans from unaffordable drug prices."

He added, "I will keep any drug savings in Medicare, and I will finish what we started in my first term."

What Was Said

Video: 


False. Ms. Harris was referring to the amount of fentanyl seized by border officials, but those numbers are open to interpretation.

The amount of fentanyl seized by border officials has doubled from 11,200 pounds in the 2021 fiscal year to nearly 22,000 pounds in the 2024 fiscal year.

Ultimately, the amount interdicted at the border is a proportion of all drugs illegally trafficked into the United States, but what proportion those seizures represent is unknowable. A greater amount seized does not necessarily mean a reduction in supply into the country, as Ms. Harris suggests. The data could also be interpreted as a proxy measure for the overall supply. In fact, most experts have said the latter is the case: More seizures indicate increased supply.

The Drug Enforcement Administration's 2024 national drug threat assessment noted that "no D.E.A. field office reported that fentanyl is less available or more expensive, either of which would point to a decrease in the supply."

A 2023 White House report noted that a decrease in heroin seizures at the border, coupled with a decline in heroin overdose deaths, "indicate decreased availability of heroin in the United States suggesting Mexican heroin is going to other drug markets."
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News Analysis


A Unified Republican Congress Would Give Trump Broad Power for His Agenda

A G.O.P. House and Senate could advance Trump-backed legislation and nominees, but thin margins and the filibuster could pose roadblocks and cause Republicans political trouble.

"We are going to grow the Republican majority in the House; we are going to take back the Senate and send Donald Trump back to the White House," Speaker Mike Johnson said at a rally for former President Donald J. Trump. Saul Martinez for The New York Times



By Carl Hulse
Reporting from Washington


Oct 30, 2024 at 06:56 PM

Former President Donald J. Trump has big policy plans should he be re-elected, including mass deportation of undocumented immigrants and a supercharged crackdown against new migrants, tax breaks on tips and property taxes, expanded oil drilling on federal lands and the elimination of the Education Department.

A unified Republican government -- the coveted trifecta of the Senate, House and White House -- would make those goals easier to reach and help neutralize Democrats, who would no doubt try to stand in the way. And it would give Mr. Trump a free hand to install more conservative federal judges, including in the event of another vacancy on the already right-leaning Supreme Court, which has already granted him broad immunity from prosecution.

It is a lineup Republicans are counting on.

"We are going to grow the Republican majority in the House; we are going to take back the Senate and send Donald Trump back to the White House," Speaker Mike Johnson assured the MAGA crowd on Sunday night at Mr. Trump's invective-filled Madison Square Garden rally in New York.

That outcome is no sure thing, but it is a real possibility given the closeness of the battle for the House, the Republican edge in the fight for the Senate and Mr. Trump's neck-and-neck race with Vice President Kamala Harris. It would open the door to a Republican push on legislation after two years of divided government has kept Congress focused on the basics of keeping federal agencies open and aid flowing to Ukraine.

Mr. Trump has laid out a sweeping agenda for a second term, much of which would require Republican majorities in Congress. Dustin Chambers for The New York Times


After his election in 2016, Mr. Trump also had unified control of government for two years. But his lack of experience, coupled with the resistance of some top Republicans -- including Speaker Paul D. Ryan of Wisconsin and Senator Mitch McConnell of Kentucky, the majority leader -- limited his ability to get what he wanted out of Congress, particularly after an extended push to repeal the Affordable Care Act failed spectacularly.

This time, Republicans would be much better prepared to take advantage of their consolidated power.

Republicans on Capitol Hill are readying a push to renew the 2017 tax cuts, the most significant legislative achievement of the first Trump administration. Unlike other major legislation, a Democratic minority in the Senate could not thwart it with a filibuster, since Republicans would almost certainly use a special process known as budget reconciliation that requires only a simple majority to approve budget and tax changes.

Mr. Trump has promised to not only extend but also expand his tax cuts by tacking on a variety of popular new breaks such as eliminating taxes on tips, making car loan interest deductible and restoring a state and local property tax deduction sought by lawmakers representing states with high property values.

Those ideas would add to the already enormous cost of the tax bill and make approval more difficult. But if there is a single issue that unites Republicans across the spectrum, it is cutting taxes, and they would be in position to do so.

Another major fiscal complication for the Trump administration would be the need to raise the federal debt limit by early 2025, when many Republicans have refused to back any debt ceiling increase. Democrats would be unlikely to provide much help without some significant concessions.

Republicans would be much better prepared to take advantage of their consolidated power in a second Trump administration. Eric Lee/The New York Times


Appearing this week in Pennsylvania, Mr. Johnson also promised "massive reform" to the Affordable Care Act despite the multiple failures of the past and the political dangers involved. "Health care reform's going to be a big part of the agenda," Mr. Johnson said in a campaign appearance captured on video by NBC News. He also vowed an aggressive 100-day agenda and said Republicans intended to "take a blowtorch to the regulatory state."

Republicans have also made clear that they want to expand domestic oil and gas production, including reopening the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to drilling after it was banned there by the Biden administration. They see revenues from increased leasing and production as a way to offset the costs of the tax cuts and avoid being criticized for adding to an already soaring federal debt.

And with the Senate majority, Mr. Trump could resume packing the federal judiciary with conservatives, offsetting the more than 200 judicial nominees named by President Biden.

Republicans on Capitol Hill will also want to join Mr. Trump to push some of their culture war social issues, such as rolling back transgender rights, eliminating diversity initiatives in the military and other institutions, and clamping controls on the Justice Department and F.B.I.

On some of the bigger issues such as immigration, Republicans in Congress would be responsible for finding a way to pay for what is likely to be a very expensive effort to round up and deport millions of immigrants deemed to be in the United States unlawfully.

As for the significant tariffs on foreign goods he says he intends to impose, Mr. Trump said that he would like for Congress to join him but that he would exert executive authority to put the tariffs in place on his own if necessary.

"I don't need Congress, but they'll approve it," Mr. Trump said at a campaign event in Pennsylvania last month. "I'll have the right to impose them myself if they don't."

On that front, Mr. Trump has indicated that if elected, he would be much more inclined to plunge ahead with his chief initiatives on his own if Congress resists, given the frustrations of his first term. Congressional Republicans are unlikely to put up much of a protest if he takes that approach.

Even if Republicans gain full control of government, fulfilling some aspects of Mr. Trump's wish list could prove very difficult. Doug Mills/The New York Times


That may be one of the major advantages for Mr. Trump of a Republican Congress: If Democrats don't have a majority in either the House or Senate, they have limited power to fight back. Without committee chairmanships, they would not be able to convene congressional hearings, initiate investigations, pass legislation in an attempt to rein him in or -- as they did in 2019 and 2021 -- impeach him.

Still, should Republicans gain full control of government, fulfilling some aspects of Mr. Trump's wish list could prove very difficult. The majorities won by either party are almost certain to be very narrow, providing little room for defections. It is the same dynamic that has handcuffed House Republicans the past two years.

As a result, the most extreme ideas, such as ending the federal income tax or abolishing federal agencies wholesale, are unlikely to go very far. Others have tried in the past, only to discover that all federal agencies have some constituency in both parties.

Senators Susan Collins of Maine and Lisa Murkowski of Alaska and the few other more centrist Republicans will also have to be accommodated as much as the far right if legislation is to pass. At the same time, it would take only one or two Republican opponents to doom executive branch and judicial nominees if they are considered too extreme or unacceptable for other reasons -- though Republicans have shied away from defying the president on his personnel choices, a move that could provoke a fierce backlash from Mr. Trump.

Ms. Collins is set to be the chairwoman of the Appropriations Committee if Republicans win control, giving her significant influence on spending. Republicans would quickly confront the need to pass a dozen spending bills to fund the government. Many on the far right refuse to vote for spending bills without deep cuts or policy dictates that others in the party consider politically risky. Tight margins would make it hard for the G.O.P. to pass those on their own.

Those margins also mean that even in a Republican Senate, the majority would be well short of the 60 votes needed to overcome a filibuster, providing Democrats some leverage in shaping legislation. During his first term, Mr. Trump showed an early willingness to try to negotiate with Democratic leaders Nancy Pelosi, then the House speaker, and Senator Chuck Schumer of New York, who was minority leader. He had flattering things to say about Mr. Schumer at a recent political dinner in New York.

If the filibuster proves a significant impediment, Mr. Trump is likely to demand that Senate Republicans move to jettison it as he occasionally did in his first term. Mr. McConnell resisted such demands, and the current front-runners to replace him -- Senators John Cornyn of Texas and John Thune of South Dakota -- say they have no intention of eliminating the filibuster. But the pressure from the party's core hard-right supporters to do so could become overwhelming.
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Democratic Lawyer Stymied Trump in 2020. Other Efforts Played Into G.O.P. Hands.

Marc Elias, hired to help Kamala Harris in election-related fights, helped to pave the way for big money in politics.

Marc Elias in 2021. In his three-decade career, he has arguably done more than any single person outside government to shape the Democratic Party and the rules under which all campaigns and elections in the United States are conducted. Diego M. Radzinschi/ALM



By Kenneth P. Vogel
Reporting from Washington


Oct 30, 2024 at 09:02 AM

In January, the law firm of the powerful Democratic lawyer Marc Elias launched a gambit intended to help his party.

The Elias Law Group petitioned the Federal Election Commission to allow a George Soros-funded political action committee to coordinate with Democratic campaigns and party committees in Texas to get out the vote to defeat Republicans, whom Mr. Elias accused of anti-democratic voter suppression.

The request was approved by the F.E.C. in an advisory opinion in March.

In a turnabout, it was quickly seized on by former President Donald J. Trump's campaign, which began working with groups funded by billionaires like Elon Musk on a canvassing operation targeting swing state voters in the final days of the campaign.

"We'll know soon whether it was genius or lunacy to put all this in Elon Musk's hands, but it's bad that you can do it at all," said Tom Moore, who until last year served as chief of staff for a Democratic member of the F.E.C. who opposed the request. "Opening the money faucets up as wide as they go strikes me as a bad idea for Democrats, because Republicans just have a bigger faucet."

In his three-decade career, Mr. Elias has arguably done more than any single person outside government to shape the Democratic Party and the rules under which all campaigns and elections in the United States are conducted. He and his firm have been retained by Vice President Harris's campaign to assist with recounts and anticipated legal fights after the election.

His efforts have earned him an enthusiastic fan base among Democrats and anti-Trump Republicans, who see him as a heroic bulwark against democratic backsliding, and have celebrated his wins, including two significant Supreme Court rulings last year.

But Mr. Elias's tactics are not admired by everyone. Critics on the right say he has packaged his bare-knuckle partisanship as a high-minded pursuit of democratic values. Detractors on the left fault him for empowering the ultrarich to exercise disproportionate political influence, and for pushing aggressive initiatives that have backfired at times, playing into the hands of the Republicans he strives to thwart.

And while the reasons remain murky, a prominent long-term client, the Democratic National Committee, ended a contract with his firm last year.

"I am proud of my record in fighting back against Republican voter suppression, election subversion and gerrymandering in court," Mr. Elias said in a written statement, though he declined an interview with The New York Times. Mr. Elias praised his firm's effort to "find lawful and creative ways to help Democrats win elections."

He has played a key role in carving new pathways for big money into the political process and assisting Democrats as they caught up to Republicans in difficult-to-trace unlimited spending, advising their efforts to use so-called dark money to finance voter registration, canvassing, post-election lawsuits -- even news outlets. Since he started the Elias Law Group in late 2021, the firm has collected more than $104 million from committees associated with the Democratic Party and its most important donors and figures, including Mr. Soros, as well as Senator Chuck Schumer and Representative Hakeem Jeffries.

Mr. Elias experienced perhaps his shining moment after the 2020 election, when he oversaw the Biden campaign's successful efforts to beat back lawsuits filed by allies of Mr. Trump seeking to overturn his loss. The battles could be even more pitched this time around. Republicans have already filed dozens of lawsuits challenging voting rules and practices, and Mr. Elias has been in the middle of the Harris campaign's response.

"He's always been a talented lawyer, but I think the scope of his impact has really broadened over the years," said Eric H. Holder Jr., the former attorney general who for years has worked with Mr. Elias to challenge Republican redistricting maps as discriminatory. "His growth, his prominence, in some ways I think is in reaction to the attempts by some in the Republican Party to use legal mechanisms to arrogate to themselves power that they could not otherwise get at the polls."

Next week's election could test his approach.

Innovative Arrangements

Mr. Elias outside the Supreme Court in March 2016, after arguments over voting rights in Virginia. J. Scott Applewhite/Associated Press


Mr. Elias, 55, was raised in suburban New York by parents whom he has called "New Deal Democrats."

He majored in government at Hamilton College before earning a master's degree in political science and a law degree from Duke University.

He landed a job out of law school in the Washington office of the Seattle-based law firm Perkins Coie, which had a leading political law practice that was nonetheless dwarfed by its blue chip corporate representations. Before long, he was made partner and was running a handful of key political accounts. Standing 6-foot-4 and with a rapid-fire speaking style, he was a prominent presence at weekly F.E.C. meetings, but was little known beyond Washington's small community of campaign finance obsessives.

He became something of a star after the 2008 election, when he successfully led one of his clients, the comedian and Senate candidate Al Franken, through a monthslong recount and legal battle that gave Democrats control of the chamber. It led to time in front of news cameras and millions of dollars in legal fees, helping to usher in a new era in which political law, once regarded in legal circles as an unprofitable backwater, came to be seen as an appealing growth market.

He took over Perkins Coie's political law practice in 2009, and expanded its team of lawyers, its client roster and its profits, while becoming increasingly influential with key Democratic leaders.

In 2014, he advised Senator Harry Reid of Nevada, the majority leader at the time, on a provision that was tucked into a must-pass spending bill in 2014 that dramatically increased the amount of cash superrich donors could give to national party committees. The maneuver was opposed by other top Democrats, including President Barack Obama and Representative Nancy Pelosi, who was then the minority leader, and was disavowed by Mr. Elias's clients at the Democratic Party committees, though they came to use the new funds to pay legal bills.

Republicans would later use the funds to pay Mr. Trump's legal fees while he was president, and have since used them to pay for ads.

Mr. Elias did not respond to a request for comment about the provision.

As the top lawyer for Hillary Clinton's presidential campaign in 2016, he pushed to harness big money, at times sparking backlash from campaign finance watchdogs. In a move that in some ways foreshadowed this year's effort on behalf of the Soros-funded PAC, Mr. Elias advised the Clinton campaign as it entered into an innovative arrangement under which it coordinated with a super PAC funded by big donors.

A federal appeals court ruled in July that the F.E.C. should have investigated the arrangement.

Another episode from the 2016 campaign that still reverberates in national security circles and among Mr. Elias's critics on the right was the arrangement for which he served as the point person to fund opposition research that produced salacious -- but ultimately largely debunked -- claims about Mr. Trump's ties to Russia.

Cash from his clients -- the D.N.C. and the Clinton campaign -- was used without their knowledge to pay for the research, which would be included in what became known as the "Steele dossier." The clients agreed to pay $113,000 in fines for failing to disclose the purpose of the spending. A complaint against Mr. Elias was dismissed.

Mr. Elias did not respond to a question about his handling of the matter, but a spokesman for the D.N.C. at the time called the complaint that led to the fines "silly."

'Attack Democrat'

Mr. Elias during a hearing on voting irregularities in North Carolina's 9th Congressional District in 2019.  Travis Long/The News & Observer, via Associated Press


Mr. Elias's desire to keep expanding his political work, combined with discomfort inside Perkins Coie over the publicity surrounding some of his efforts, including the Russia research, led the firm and its star lawyer to part ways, according to people familiar with the situation who were not authorized to speak on the record.

In forming the Elias Law Group in 2021, he took along more than 40 Perkins Coie lawyers, including Jonathan Berkon, who would later spearhead the request to the F.E.C. for the Soros-funded PAC. Also following him were many lucrative Democratic clients, including the D.N.C.

In some of Mr. Elias's increasingly frequent podcast and media appearances, he sat in front of a bookshelf with an Elias Law Group mug and a sign reading "Beware of Attack Democrat," as well as a nameplate branding him a "Democracy Defender" and a framed photo of his dog, Bode.

Mr. Elias's new firm has had a hand in several key victories, two of which came before the conservative-dominated Supreme Court, stunning experts.

One decision last year forced the Republican-controlled Alabama Legislature to redraw its congressional boundaries to create an additional majority-Black district. The ruling was expected to help Democrats across Southern states. An Elias Law Firm partner, Abha Khanna, represented one group of plaintiffs and joined a lawyer from the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, as well as the solicitor general of the United States, in arguing the case before the court.

Another Supreme Court ruling, in a case in which Ms. Khanna was the lead counsel for a group of North Carolina voters but did not argue before the Supreme Court, rejected a legal theory, pushed by Republicans, that could have given state legislatures largely unchecked power to set rules for federal elections and congressional redistricting. One conservative expert called the litigation over the "independent state legislature" theory "the most important case for American democracy in the almost two and a half centuries since America's founding."

Nonetheless, some voting rights supporters still blame Mr. Elias for a lawsuit challenging an Arizona law that ultimately led to a severe curtailing of a key protection in the Voting Rights Act. Mr. Elias was the lead lawyer for the named plaintiffs on the case, but appeared only once in court to argue it and not before the Supreme Court, where the six conservative justices ruled that the protection has only limited power to combat voting restrictions that disproportionately affect minority voters' access to the polls.

The Arizona lawsuit "was not the ideal ground to be fighting over," said Justin Levitt, a professor at Loyola Law School who has worked on voting rights for civil rights organizations and in senior positions in the Obama and Biden administrations.

Mr. Elias rejected criticisms of the case as a misstep, saying in a written statement that "protecting the right to vote is not an academic exercise."

To help fund and promote his lawsuits, Mr. Elias in 2020 formed three entities, all of which initially used versions of the name Democracy Docket. Two were funds, tucked inside large existing nonprofits, that raise money for his lawsuits. The third was a for-profit media outlet that chronicles legal fights over voting rights, including his firm's lawsuits. The website features columns by him (one warned that Mr. Trump's path echoes Adolf Hitler's) and hawks merchandise, including mugs and T-shirts with messages like "Republicans are not okay."

The funds do not disclose their budgets or donors, partly because they are not structured as stand-alone nonprofit groups. However, some details can be pieced together from reports filed by the nonprofits and grant-writing foundations. They show that the funds have raised tens of millions of dollars from some of the richest donors on the left -- including from foundations funded by Mr. Soros -- and that $23.6 million was paid to the Elias Law Group in 2021 and 2022.

The company of another major donor, the philanthropist Laurene Powell Jobs, recently recommended that donors contribute to one of the funds.

Michael Vachon, an adviser to Mr. Soros, contended that it was immaterial whether Mr. Elias's efforts are primarily focused on helping Democrats win elections or furthering democratic principles, saying the distinction no longer exists.

"At this point in history, helping the Democratic Party helps small-d democracy. The Republican strategy for victory is to limit the franchise," he said, calling Mr. Elias "the most aggressive and effective voting rights litigator working for Democrats."

Despite these successes, the D.N.C., which had paid Elias Law Group more than $2 million over the preceding year and a half, decided last year not to extend the firm's contract after negotiations broke down, though the party continued paying the firm for some ongoing services. The details remain in dispute.  Mr. Elias declined to discuss the matter.

His team continued assisting other clients aligned with the party's interests.

On behalf of one group, Elias Law Group pushed to bar third-party presidential candidates -- including Cornel West -- from swing state ballots where they might siphon votes from the Democratic nominee. A Republican dark money group this month launched an advertising campaign -- including mobile billboards that drove by Mr. Elias's office -- casting him as a hypocrite for trying to deprive voters of choices.

The morning the ads first appeared in The Washington Post, Mr. Elias posted on social media: "Republicans hate me because I stand up to them and fight. I wear their scorn like a badge of honor."

In June, his namesake firm sued to overturn an Ohio law barring foreign nationals from spending money to support ballot-measure campaigns. The lawsuit came amid bipartisan national efforts to bar foreign money from influencing ballot campaigns.

The Ohio law appeared to target Hansjorg Wyss, a Swiss billionaire and a major donor to nonprofit groups that had funded Democrat-aligned ballot measures in the state. Mr. Elias had defended Mr. Wyss against a complaint that resulted in a finding from F.E.C. lawyers that Mr. Wyss had violated a ban on foreign donations to federal candidates, but that the donations were outside the statute of limitations.

In a written statement, Mr. Elias suggested that the lawsuit was not prompted by Mr. Wyss, calling the foreign donation ban a "bullying" tactic by Ohio Republicans "to sabotage popular progressive ballot measures."

Mr. Elias also defended his firm's advisory opinion request on behalf of the Soros-funded PAC in Texas. The request, which was opposed by a left-leaning election watchdog as undermining laws intended to limit the influence of major donors, sought permission for the Texas PAC to coordinate canvassing with Democratic candidates and party committees.

Weeks after the F.E.C. approved the request, the Trump campaign sent a letter inviting representatives of big-money outside groups to the campaign's headquarters in West Palm Beach, Fla., to discuss opportunities in light of the F.E.C. ruling "for our organizations to collaborate more effectively than we have been able to in the past," according to a person familiar with the invitation. The invitation was reported earlier this year by Politico.

Since then, the Trump campaign has entered into agreements to share data and coordinate canvassing with multiple outside groups, including one that has received nearly $119 million from the world's richest man, Mr. Musk, and another created by close allies of Mr. Trump's running mate, Senator JD Vance of Ohio. The untested technique is an attempt to neutralize the Harris campaign's gaping advantages in fund-raising and costly field organizing.

The Soros-funded Texas PAC has also used the newly approved technique to coordinate canvassing operations with the Democratic Party in Texas -- a tactic that Mr. Elias said in his statement "has a chance to be a difference maker" in Representative Colin Allred's uphill bid to unseat Senator Ted Cruz.

Mr. Berkon, the Elias partner who requested the opinion, argued that it would help Democrats more than Republicans.

J.B. Poersch, the president of the leading super PAC helping Democratic Senate candidates, questioned the efficacy of the Musk-funded canvassing effort, and praised Mr. Elias, with whom he has worked for about two decades, for "a deep understanding of the way that campaigns work."

Theodore Schleifer contributed reporting.
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Supreme Court Allows Virginia to Purge Possibly Ineligible Voters for Now

A divided court sided with Republicans, allowing the state to cull about 1,600 voters less than a week before Election Day.

A handful of election-related disputes have reached the Supreme Court in the final days before Nov. 5. Eric Lee/The New York Times



By Abbie VanSickle
Reporting from Washington


Oct 30, 2024 at 03:30 PM

The Supreme Court on Wednesday allowed Virginia to purge about 1,600 people from its voter rolls, handing a temporary victory to Republican officials in the state who said the move was necessary to prevent noncitizens from voting.

The decision was provisional as the case moves forward, though it will apply to the election next week.

The order, which did not include a vote count, gave no reasoning and was unsigned, as is typical in cases decided on the emergency docket. But it noted that Justices Elena Kagan, Sonia Sotomayor and Ketanji Brown Jackson would have denied the state's request to continue the voter purge.

Virginia asked the court to intervene after lower courts halted the program, saying that federal law banned states from removing voters so close to an election.

Gov. Glenn Youngkin, Republican of Virginia, welcomed the Supreme Court's ruling, heralding it as "a victory for commonsense and election fairness."

Voting rights groups like the Campaign Legal Center expressed dismay, saying it would "wrongfully remove qualified voters" in the lead-up to the election.

The Justice Department, which joined with civil groups to challenge the program, added that it had sought to "ensure that every eligible American citizen can vote in our elections."

The case is among a handful of election-related disputes to reach the Supreme Court in the final days before Nov. 5. On Tuesday, the justices batted away a bid by Robert F. Kennedy Jr., who dropped his independent campaign for the White House in August, to remove his name from the ballots in two crucial battleground states, Michigan and Wisconsin.

Virginia is not a swing state, but the case underscores a baseless theory that has animated former President Donald J. Trump and his allies, who have cast voting by undocumented immigrants as a threat in an effort to stoke doubt about the outcome.

It is illegal for noncitizens to cast a vote, and studies also have found that instances in which it happens are extremely rare.

In early August, Mr. Youngkin signed an executive order to hasten the removal of suspected noncitizens from the state's voter rolls. Mr. Youngkin, in instating the program, insisted that only noncitizens would be affected, though anecdotes illustrate that registered voters have themselves been mistakenly removed from the rolls.

The roughly 1,600 people were flagged as possible noncitizens through two paths, according to a lawyer involved in the litigation. One group of about 600 people had marked themselves as noncitizens on forms at the Department of Motor Vehicles.

A second group of about 1,000 had marked themselves as citizens on D.M.V. forms but had previously listed an alien registration number, such as a green card or a visa. Those names were run through a Department of Homeland Security database to check their citizenship status, the lawyer said.

Voters flagged as potentially ineligible were sent notifications by mail and given two weeks to confirm their citizenship. Those voters can still cast ballots using the state's same-day registration system, if they were improperly flagged as noncitizens. After signing an affirmation of eligibility, they may cast a provisional ballot that can be counted after elections officials confirm their eligibility.

The Justice Department and civil rights groups had pushed back against the plan, concerned that it would ultimately remove eligible voters during a hotly contested presidential election. They pointed to a federal law, the National Voter Registration Act, that restricts such purges in the period immediately before a federal election.

A federal trial court judge sided with the Justice Department and advocacy groups, ordering the state to reinstate the roughly 1,600 voters that it had removed from the rolls. The state, the judge added, should stop "continuing any systematic program intended to remove the names of ineligible voters" until the election. A federal appeals court agreed.

Virginia appealed to the Supreme Court this week, asking it to temporarily reinstate the program.
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44 Million Voters Have Already Cast a Ballot. Most Voted Early in 2020, Too.

The fixed nature of the early vote makes it difficult to predict whether overall turnout will be as high as in 2020 and 2022, or whether either party is truly building an edge.

Early voting at a church in Brooklyn on Sunday. More than 44 million voters across the country have already cast a ballot so far this election cycle. Bing Guan for The New York Times



By Nick Corasaniti



Oct 29, 2024 at 08:29 PM

More than 44 million Americans have cast an early ballot so far this election cycle, a substantial total that cements how voting patterns have changed in the country since the 2020 election.

Most of them are repeat customers.

Roughly 77 percent of the early votes cast across the country as of Tuesday have come from voters who also voted early in 2020. Just 13 percent of the early vote total so far were from voters who cast an in-person ballot on Election Day in 2020.

The fixed nature of the early vote turnout so far has made election prognostication difficult, especially when trying to parse whether overall turnout will remain as high as it was in 2020 and 2022, or whether either party is truly building an edge.

In states that have voted almost exclusively by mail since at least 2016, early voting is happening at a slower pace. With a week left in the election, one million ballots have been cast this year in Washington State, compared with 2.2 million at this point in 2020, according to voting data stored by The New York Times. In Oregon, 578,000 ballots have been cast this year, compared with 1.3 million at this point in 2020. And in Colorado, one million ballots have been cast this year, compared with 1.7 million in 2020.

This could portend a lower turnout election than in 2020, which had the highest turnout in modern history. But because the last presidential election was held during the coronavirus pandemic -- when the postal service was pushed to the brink and Americans worried about whether the country could successfully hold an election by mail -- voting patterns were abnormal.

"There were so many warnings about mail delays, and people were experiencing those, you could see that people in 2020 were returning their ballots earlier than in 2016," said Michael McDonald, a politics professor at the University of Florida who tracks voting. "So it may be that we've reverted back to a pre-Covid time, where people aren't as anxious about mail delays."

In battleground states that track party registration, Republicans have significantly improved on their 2020 margins, when Donald J. Trump was consistently casting aspersions about voting by mail and encouraging his supporters to vote in person on Election Day.

In Pennsylvania, for example, Republicans have been buoyed by a strong mail ballot return rate. While Republicans still trail Democrats in returning mail ballots, their early vote margins in the state have vastly improved since the 2020 election, when they were at a nearly 3-to-1 disadvantage in early mail voting. This year, the disparity is less than 2-to-1, with Democrats having returned about 850,000 mail ballots and Republicans about 468,000.

Pushing voters to cast a ballot early has been a core part of the Trump campaign's closing message. On flashy big screens at a recent rally in Latrobe, Pa., the campaign directed voters to its "Swamp the Vote" early program and included a QR code to help them get their ballots in early.

Encouragements to vote early are now commonplace at former President Donald J. Trump's rallies, including in Traverse City, Mich., last week. Kenny Holston/The New York Times


Standing in the shadow of one of those signs were Katherine and Andy Adomitis, who drove an hour from Pittsburgh to see the former president speak. They were casting their ballots early for the first time this cycle.

"There is a growing distrust of the electoral process, and I just want to make sure we're erring on the side of caution this time," Mr. Adomitis, 62, said. "Why leave anything to risk?"

Blake Marnell, a fixture at Trump rallies who came from San Diego, passed by, wearing a red hat with "Vote Early" in the same white block lettering as a traditional MAGA hat. "I got this custom made at an embroidery store," Mr. Marnell said, "to help spread the message." He said that, while he had caught a few heckles, he had mostly been cheered by Trump supporters at recent rallies.

As the Trump campaign and Republicans celebrated their improved margins in Pennsylvania, Democrats argued that the changes could simply be shifts in voting behavior. This was what Democrats called "cannibalizing" Republicans' Election Day vote advantage, and Republicans called improving their "banked" votes.

Early vote data through Monday shows they were both right, at least in Pennsylvania.

There, 191,000 Republican early voters so far this year were Election Day voters in 2020, according to data from TargetSmart, a polling and data firm. For Democrats, that total was about 104,000. If those voters had stayed Election Day voters this year, and so had not yet cast a ballot, Democrats would be maintaining an early vote advantage similar to the one they had in 2020 by percentage. The overall turnout would still be at a lower rate than 2020.

But Democrats are still far behind their early mail-in vote totals from 2020. With one week left to go in the 2020 election, Democrats had cast 1.2 million mail votes in Pennsylvania, compared with the 850,000 this year, according to archived data from Mr. McDonald. 

It is not for a lack of trying by Vice President Kamala Harris's campaign. Estelle Bronstein, 66, of Philadelphia, laughed when asked if she had been encouraged by Democrats to turn in her mail ballot early.

"They're still contacting me," she said. She had first voted by mail in the pandemic and found it easy enough to repeat.

The message was clear at a Harris rally on Monday in Philadelphia featuring former President Barack Obama, John Legend and Bruce Springsteen.

"If you've got a mail ballot, return it right now," Mr. Obama said. "You don't want to be waking up and looking down at it. Oh, man. You don't want to be that person. You forgot. Don't wait."

At a rally in Philadelphia on Monday, former President Barack Obama encouraged attendees to return their mail ballots as soon as possible. Ruth Fremson/The New York Times


Republicans are faring slightly better in North Carolina and Arizona than in Pennsylvania, though there are also significant numbers of voters not registered with either party who have cast an early vote and could reverse either trend.

In North Carolina, 121,000 of this year's early Republican voters were Election Day voters in 2020, compared with 76,000 Democrats. In Arizona, 52,000 early Republican voters were former Election Day voters, compared with about 25,000 Democrats.

Republicans are also outpacing their 2020 early vote numbers in North Carolina beyond simple behavioral shifts. So far, 6,000 more newly registered Republican voters cast a ballot than newly registered Democratic voters. In Arizona, that advantage is 8,000 voters.

Low-propensity Republicans voters -- those who did not cast a ballot in the 2020 election but were registered with the party -- are also voting at higher rates than Democrats in North Carolina and Arizona, by 2,000 and 4,000, respectively.

Of course, that could also all be changing. Take North Carolina.

For the first four days of early voting, Democrats in North Carolina were voting at a significant deficit compared with their 2020 levels. But over the past five days, Democratic turnout has outpaced its 2020 turnout in the state.

"It's just different from what we've seen in the past with the Democrats," Mr. McDonald said. "So there's a couple of things that are different, and whenever things are different, it's just hard to make projections."

Josh Williams contributed research.
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News Analysis


What Muslim Ban? Trump Tries to Sidestep Years of Islamophobia.

Former President Donald J. Trump is trying to persuade a potentially decisive group of Arab and Muslim voters that they should vote for him, even though he has spent years insulting and demonizing them.

Former President Donald J. Trump at a rally with leaders from the Muslim community in Novi, Mich., this month. Kenny Holston/The New York Times



By Hamed Aleaziz
Reporting from Washington


Oct 30, 2024 at 08:51 PM

Last month, former President Donald J. Trump was still promising to reinstate what he called his "famous travel ban" on some Muslim countries. He falsely claimed over the summer that Vice President Kamala Harris "wants to deposit thousands of jihadist sympathizers in Minnesota." And he said Democrats have a plan to "turn the Midwest into the Middle East."

The anti-Muslim scaremongering is a cornerstone of Mr. Trump's political identity, dating back at least to his 2016 campaign when he said he would create a registry of Muslims and embraced an apocryphal story about Gen. John J. Pershing executing Muslim rebels in the Philippines with bullets dipped in pig fat.

But in the final stretch of the presidential race, Mr. Trump is trying to persuade a potentially decisive group of Arab and Muslim voters that they should vote for him, even though he has spent years insulting and demonizing them.

"I have many friends who are Arab," the former president said last week in an interview on Al-Arabiya, an Arabic-language TV channel. "They're very warm people. It's a shame what's happening over there. They're the warmest people."

During a rally on Saturday in Michigan, a crucial swing state with a sizable Arab and Muslim population, he told the crowd that he had met a group of the community's leaders earlier in the day. "You know what they want?" he asked. "They want peace. They're great people."

Mr. Trump at a rally this month in Michigan, a key battleground in the presidential election. Kenny Holston/The New York Times


He has even gone on the offensive, arguing that Muslims should avoid voting for Ms. Harris because she has surrogates who -- he claims -- dislike Muslims. He singled out former Representative Liz Cheney of Wyoming, a Republican who is backing Ms. Harris.

"Why would a Muslim or why would an Arab want to vote for somebody that has Liz Cheney as her hero," Mr. Trump asked, apparently tying her to her father, former Vice President Dick Cheney, who had a key role in the Iraq war.

"I think it is a great insult to Muslims all over the world," he said.

The former president's U-turn betrays a clear political calculation: With the race virtually tied, he could end up winning or losing based on a handful of votes from the Muslim Americans he has said in the past often failed to assimilate into American culture.

Mr. Trump acknowledged as much on Saturday: "They could turn the election one way or the other. I think we have it anyway. I'm telling you, we have so many votes, but we got to get more. Got to get more," he said.

Mr. Trump is exploiting Democrats' weakness among Arab and Muslim Americans because of the Biden administration's support for Israel's assault in Gaza. That campaign has killed more than 40,000 people in response to Hamas's attack on Israel on Oct. 7, 2023. (Most Arab Americans are not Muslim and most American Muslims are not Arabs, but large segments of both groups are sympathetic to the Palestinians' cause.)

A Palestinian flag painted on a utility box in Hamtramck, Mich., this month. The Biden administration's support for Israel's assault on Gaza has weakened support for Democrats among many Arab and Muslim Americans in Michigan.  Daniel Ribar for The New York Times


Bishara Bahbah, a former professor of public policy, voted for Mr. Biden in 2020. But Mr. Bahbah, a Palestinian Christian who was born in Jerusalem, was so incensed by the Biden administration's support for the war in Gaza that this summer he founded Arab Americans for Trump.

Mr. Bahbah did not dispute Mr. Trump's record on Muslims, but he insisted that "the president's tone has changed." And that is enough for him, given the Biden administration's record in the Middle East, he said.

Madiha Tariq, a 42-year-old Pakistani American and Michigan resident, said she did not believe Mr. Trump had changed his views on Arabs and Muslims.

"I'm sorry -- I'm not buying that," she said. She said that Mr. Trump was taking advantage of a community that was on edge because of the wars in Gaza and Lebanon.

"I think he's trying to make an opportunity out of this. And you know what? We are stronger than that as a community," she said. She planned to vote for Ms. Harris.

And while most voters have no illusions about what Mr. Trump is trying to do, the opening is real among voters who say they may stay home, vote third party or even vote for the former president because they are so affronted by U.S. policy in the Middle East.

Mr. Trump called this year for Israel to finish its war in Gaza and has said that he will bring peace to the Middle East. He has also criticized Ms. Harris for her remark about "far too many innocent civilians" dying in Gaza after she met with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu this summer.

Those voters could have a serious impact in the battleground state of Michigan, home to more than 300,000 residents with Middle Eastern or North African ancestry and which President Biden won by nearly 155,000 votes in 2020.

A Trump campaign sign hanging over a street in Hamtramck this month. Michigan has more than 300,000 residents with Middle Eastern or North African ancestry. Daniel Ribar for The New York Times


Keith Ellison, a Democrat who was the first Muslim to serve in Congress and is now Minnesota's attorney general, said Mr. Trump believes he can "trick" Muslims. He chalked up Mr. Trump's friendly new tone to calculated politics, not a more enlightened attitude.

"He just simply is using rhetoric that he thinks will help him win," Mr. Ellison said.

Still, some Arab and Muslim voters say they are willing to take a chance on Mr. Trump -- not just as a protest vote, but because they say no choice is perfect.

"We give the Republican a chance," said Walid Fidama, a 60-year-old Yemeni American who lives in Dearborn, Mich., and runs a local Yemeni American political organization. He said he had long voted for Democrats, including Hillary Clinton in 2016 and Mr. Biden in 2020.

But this year he said he would vote Republican.

"Who knows?" Mr. Fidama said. "Maybe they are better for us."

Charles Homans contributed reporting from New York.
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Instead of Going Boldly on Space, Harris Has Taken a Steady Approach

As chair of the White House's National Space Council, the vice president largely emphasized continuity with policies set by the Trump administration.

Vice President Kamala Harris during a visit to the Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, Md., in 2021. Pool photo by Ting Shen



By Kenneth Chang and Katrina Miller



Oct 30, 2024 at 01:49 PM

For America's direction in space, the course set by Vice President Kamala Harris during the Biden administration has been less to boldly go where no one has gone before and more like when on "Star Trek" Captain Kirk gave the command "Steady as she goes."

Vice presidents historically have seen many limits to their political power, but President Biden appointed Ms. Harris to lead the National Space Council, a body that coordinates space policy across the federal government.

And as much of American politics has fractured along red vs. blue fault lines, space in general -- and NASA, in particular -- has managed to remain an arena that has stayed out of that fray. It continues to garner bipartisan support and public approval.

The Biden administration has largely sustained the directions set during the Trump administration. NASA is still working to send astronauts back to the moon. The Space Force has become an established branch of the military. SpaceX remains the domineering entity in governmental spaceflight, even as its owner, Elon Musk, has become a strident advocate of a second Trump presidency.

One sign of continuity in space policy is that Mr. Biden even set up a space council. Over the past 50 years, only three presidents -- George H.W. Bush, Donald J. Trump and Mr. Biden -- thought that space issues were weighty enough to warrant setting up a White House-level body to handle them.

While Ms. Harris has not made major shifts, she has added personal touches to U.S. space policy, including placing a greater emphasis on international diplomacy and highlighting how space technology can be employed to improve life on Earth.

Some space industry representatives who have worked with Ms. Harris's space council have lauded her efforts. At the same time, other outside observers are unenthusiastic about what she has done.

"Neutral to slightly negative," Todd Harrison, a senior fellow at the American Enterprise Institute, a conservative-leaning think tank in Washington, said of Ms. Harris's leadership. "It's been a different kind of council under Harris."

Mike Pence on a visit to the Johnson Space Center in Houston with the astronaut Suni Williams, right, in 2018. David J. Phillip/Associated Press


When President Trump re-established the space council in 2017, he put his vice president, Mike Pence, in charge. Mr. Pence was fervent in carrying out revised space priorities during the Trump administration, holding eight public meetings replete with pomp and circumstance and unveiling a series of sweeping "space policy directives." The first called for the United States to send astronauts back to the moon. Another set the stage for the creation of the Space Force.

Over the past three and a half years, the space council under Ms. Harris has been more low-key, with just one yearly public meeting. It has issued no new space policy directives.

That is not necessarily a bad thing. Mr. Harrison said the Biden administration "could have undone a lot of those changes," but kept them because "they were objectively smart things to do."

America's course in space exploration has often veered after an election with a new president wanting to put a personal stamp on NASA -- or trim the pipe dreams of the outgoing president. The U-turns have wasted money on canceled programs and left NASA in limbo.

"The broad contours have remained pretty consistent," said Jamie Morin, the executive director of the Center for Space Policy and Strategy at the Aerospace Corporation, a nonprofit that advises the federal government.

Mandy Vaughn, chief executive of GXO, a space industry consulting firm, and a member of the space council's user advisory group, said the council has focused on less splashy tasks out of public view.

"There's been a lot of effort to say, 'OK, how is this actually implementable?'" Ms. Vaughn said. "It's been, over the last few years, just a deep focus on executing the policy."

Only three presidents -- George H.W. Bush, Donald J. Trump and Joseph R. Biden, Jr. -- have had a space council in the past 50 years, with President Biden's space agenda largely continuing the policies set by the Trump administration. Doug Mills/The New York Times


Lester Lyles, a retired Air Force general who leads the advisory group, said Ms. Harris was also key in a diplomatic push in 2022 to get nations to pledge not to test antisatellite weapons, which can endanger the International Space Station and other orbital craft. The United States was the first to make that pledge, and more than 30 nations followed.

"That was her lead on that," General Lyles said.

Mr. Harrison noted that key countries with the capability of destroying satellites -- Russia, China and India -- had declined to support the measure.

Another diplomatic push has been the Artemis Accords, which lay out the United States' interpretation of the Outer Space Treaty of 1967, including allowing the mining of space resources on a first-come, first-served basis.


The Trump administration started the Artemis Accords, and by the end of 2020, nine countries, including the United States, had signed on. Under the Biden administration, the number of signatories has jumped to 47, with the latest two, Cyprus and Chile, signing last week.

Reflecting her priorities of promoting science, math and technology education, Ms. Harris announced a Space4All campaign to raise public awareness about the practical uses of space and to draw more students into aerospace careers.

"When you look at that, there's a lot of meat in there," Ms. Vaughn said. "That work force bit is a huge passion area for her."

Where might the United States be headed in space during the next four years? Ms. Harris has barely mentioned the topic while campaigning.

"I think space is not going to be at the top of her issue list," Mr. Harrison said. "I wouldn't expect it to be for any president."

A test of the Artemis I Space Launch System in 2022. Some experts question whether NASA can deliver astronauts to the moon before the end of the decade. Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images


But experts say the next president, whoever that is, will need to adjust the agency's plans to return astronauts to the moon. All of the main components of that program are years behind schedule. Some experts question whether NASA could succeed before the end of the decade, when China aims to land astronauts there.

On the campaign trail, including during an appearance this month at a rally in Butler, Pa., Mr. Trump, standing next to Mr. Musk, pledged that the United States would "reach Mars" before the end of his second term. That could hint at major upheavals in the space policies set during Mr. Trump's first term. However, achieving Mr. Musk's full Mars ambitions will be much harder to achieve than sticking to NASA's current moon-bound course.


Whatever direction space policy takes in 2025, the next president could decide that the National Space Council is not needed, with federal efforts effectively coordinated by other bodies.

"I can make the case for why you would definitely want to keep it," said Mark Albrecht, who served as the executive secretary of the space council during George H.W. Bush's presidency. "And I can make a case where you don't need it."

Others like Mr. Harrison argue that space issues are now more important and more complex. A space council with the vice president in charge, he said, "gives it some clout within the government that it otherwise would not have."
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In New York, Democrats See Glimmer of Hope After Stinging Midterm Losses

Their congressional candidates have fixed key political missteps. But are voters upset about inflation and the migrant influx ready to take the party back?

Laura Gillen, center rear, exemplifies the shift in the Democrats' election strategy in New York, as she seeks to oust the Republican congressman Anthony D'Esposito on Long Island. Johnny Milano for The New York Times



By Nicholas Fandos
Reporting from Freeport on the South Shore of Long Island


Oct 30, 2024 at 07:00 AM

Two years after Democrats suffered embarrassing midterm losses in New York that cost them control of the House of Representatives, the state is poised to once again play a pivotal role -- this time, the party hopes, in its favor.

From the suburbs of Long Island to central New York, Democrats in a half dozen key races are vastly outspending Republicans in the final days, in some cases by more than two to one. Party leaders have assembled a sophisticated new turnout operation.

And after effectively ceding the policy debate to Republicans last time, Democrats have embraced tougher stances on issues that typically play among conservative and moderate voters, like immigration and crime, while still hammering away on abortion rights.

Those tactical changes have made Democrats cautiously optimistic that they can re-elect their incumbents and pick up seats in the state next week. The two Republicans in most danger are Representatives Brandon Williams in Syracuse and Anthony D'Esposito on Long Island, two first-term congressmen in districts President Biden handily won in 2020.

Laura Gillen, the Democrat facing Mr. D'Esposito in a rematch of 2022, exemplifies the party's shifting fortunes. She raised $2.5 million in the third quarter, more than her entire previous campaign. The money has allowed her to fund not only a multimillion-dollar TV blitz promising to secure the southern border and abortion rights, but to hire organizers to reach large Black and Latino communities.

"It's a totally different campaign," she said in an interview. "I am on offense on the border because my opponent has failed to deliver any kind of relief to New York State, or to address the crisis."

With the congressional battlefield across the rest of the country deadlocked, the extent of Democratic inroads in New York and California could mean the difference between Republicans narrowly holding their slim majority and the chamber flipping.

That possibility has sent both parties scrambling for final advantages. Both Speaker Mike Johnson of Louisiana and Representative Hakeem Jeffries of New York, the House Democrat vying to replace him, planned last-minute campaign stops across the state.

And Mr. Trump's rally at Madison Square Garden on Sunday served both parties' interest: While Republicans viewed it as a huge voter mobilization opportunity, Democrats quickly seized on the event's racist overtones to try to galvanize Puerto Ricans, a key voting block.

"Anybody I talk to on either side of the aisle is nail biting right now," said Steve Israel, a former New York congressman who previously ran Democrats' national campaign arm. "It's beyond a typical election, because control of the entire House could rest on results in New York."

It remains to be seen just how far Democrats can push into Republican-represented territory. An upstate race between Josh Riley, a Democrat, and Representative Marc Molinaro, a Republican freshman, is essentially tied after $45 million in total spending and is widely viewed as a contest that could tip the House. 

Internal polling described by both parties has Representative Mike Lawler, a Republican, with a modest lead in a center-left Hudson Valley seat over Mondaire Jones, a former congressman. 

Much of the uncertainty rests on a simple question: Were Democratic losses in seats they had long controlled a midterm aberration, or the sign of a more meaningful shift rightward in one of the nation's most liberal states?

Republicans are trying to protect the four House seats in New York they flipped from Democratic control in 2022. Bing Guan for The New York Times


Republicans said they still had reasons to be optimistic even if they cannot repeat the results in 2022, when they flipped four swing districts. One party strategist predicted Republicans could lose one or even two seats in New York and still hold the majority.

Public and private polling has found Mr. Trump running anywhere from four to 10 points ahead of where he was in  swing districts in 2020 and shows Gov. Kathy Hochul, a Democrat who narrowly won in 2022, has become deeply unpopular.

Though Republican candidates are playing defense over abortion rights, the other issues suburban New York voters say are most important to them -- immigration, housing costs, crime -- remain broadly favorable to Republicans.

"It is a nine-alarm fire for Democrats," said Representative Elise Stefanik, the highest-ranking New York Republican. "Despite the smears, the incessant attacks and the millions of dollars they have amassed, all our candidates are on track to either win or tied."

Mr. Molinaro's campaign in the sprawling 19th District has been emblematic of Republicans' approach. Long known as a congenial moderate, Mr. Molinaro has leaned into Mr. Trump's grievance-style politics to blame Democrats for "surrendering the southern border" and allowing the influx of more than 200,000 migrants that has cost the state billions of dollars. Republican super PACs have spent millions of dollars attacking Democrats' promises to fix the border as ineffectual.

Representative Marc Molinaro has shed his roots as a moderate Republican, adopting the tactics and language of former President Donald J. Trump. Adrianna Newell for The New York Times


The indictment of Mayor Eric Adams of New York City on corruption charges in the middle of campaign season has given Republicans a fresh opening to argue the perils of one-party rule in New York.

"If it's not disgust, it's fatigue with a single party in this state that makes decisions irrespectful of the impact it has on ordinary New Yorkers," said Mr. Molinaro, who beat Mr. Riley by just over a point in 2022.

And yet, there are also key differences from two years ago, when Democrats emerged from a haywire redistricting process underfunded and unprepared for the churning political winds that turned against them in districts they never expected to be competitive. On an election night when the party beat expectations nationally, the results in New York were especially stinging.

This time, their candidates have tried to pivot to emphasize many of the same themes as Republicans, who have found themselves forced to defend voting records on border and abortion issues highlighted by Democrats.

"House Republican incumbents can't point to a single thing that they have done to make life better for the people of New York," Mr. Jeffries said.

Repeating a strategy deployed in the midterms, Democratic candidates have also put Republicans on the defensive on abortion rights. Ms. Gillen conceded that voters in abortion-friendly New York had not "really believed" the rights were at risk in 2022. "People are much more acutely aware now," she said.

Mr. D'Esposito, who declined an interview request, has also had to contend with a series of stories raising ethics concerns about his decision to place a mistress on his congressional payroll. Still, Republicans believe he has an outside shot at holding the seat as they attack Ms. Gillen, a former town supervisor, on one of Long Island's most potent issues: property taxes.

Democrats are feeling even more bullish about the chances of unseating Mr. Williams, who has consistently trailed State Senator John Mannion in the 22nd District around Syracuse in private polls from both paries.

Leaders in both parties also say that a pair of Democratic incumbents are also most likely safe. They are Representatives Pat Ryan in the Hudson Valley and Tom Suozzi, who flipped the Third District on Long Island in a high-stakes February special election.

An outspoken centrist and leading critic of his own party, Mr. Suozzi said he had seen progress.

"The Democrats are going to do much better this cycle," he said, "because they are listening to the people's concerns and embraced the message of a secure border and public safety."

Republicans seem to have the upper hand in other swing district races, though.

John Avlon, a Democrat and former CNN commentator, has run a spirited campaign against Representative Nick LaLota in the First District on Long Island. But even prominent Democrats privately concede his chances of winning are small.

Upstate, Mr. Riley and Mr. Molinaro have each built and lost small leads, and party strategists predicted the result could tip with the presidential contest.

Perhaps the brightest spot for Republicans has come in Mr. Lawler's 17th District, home to affluent Westchester County suburbs and a large Democratic voter registration advantage.

Mr. Lawler has been hammered in TV ads from Mr. Jones and Democratic super PACs, which attack him as a threat to abortion rights and an ally of Mr. Trump. They insist the race is not over.

Yet Mr. Lawler appears to have succeeded in building his own moderate brand while chipping away at Mr. Jones's image with old news clips that paint the Democrat as extreme.

There are signs they are working. Mr. Jones had to spend $250,000 in an ad in recent days trying to distance himself from comments he made in 2020 in support of defunding the police.

"Now," he says in the ad, "Lawler is trying to fool you by highlighting something dumb I said when I was younger."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/30/nyregion/house-election-democrats-ny.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




What a 'Tennessee Three' Member Thinks She Can Achieve by Running for Senate

Gloria Johnson's bid to unseat Senator Marsha Blackburn appears destined to fail, but she still sees an opening to start chipping away at Republican dominance in the state.

Gloria Johnson, who gained unexpected prominence as one of the "Tennessee Three" gun control advocates, has shaped her long-shot Senate bid around channeling frustration over Republican dominance into better turnout down the ballot. Shawn Poynter for The New York Times



By Emily Cochrane
Emily Cochrane, who covers the American South, interviewed voters and Democratic candidates at campaign events across Tennessee.


Oct 29, 2024 at 07:56 PM

As Gloria Johnson, the Democratic candidate for Senate in Tennessee, has driven from diner to coffee shop to restaurant across the state, she has been met with a chorus of enthusiasm that a Democrat has shown up -- and resignation that it most likely still won't matter.

Her Republican opponent, Senator Marsha Blackburn, an uncompromising fiscal conservative and a loyal ally of former President Donald J. Trump, is widely expected to coast to re-election.

So Ms. Johnson, who gained unexpected prominence as one of the "Tennessee Three" gun control advocates, has instead shaped her long-shot bid around channeling frustration over Republican dominance into better turnout down the ballot.

"What I was thinking about was the importance of flipping the State House and the State Senate," Ms. Johnson said, describing her decision to run. And that, she added, required "somebody at the top of the ticket who was really speaking to Tennessee voters about how things could be better."

As in much of the South, Democrats in Tennessee are mired in the depths of the minority under both a Republican governor and a supermajority in the State Legislature. A Democrat has not won a statewide election since 2006, and Republicans have spent years pressing their advantage by using redistricting to ruthlessly carve up the few remaining splashes of blue voters into conservative districts.

Senator Marsha Blackburn, an uncompromising fiscal conservative and a loyal ally of former President Donald J. Trump, is widely expected to coast to re-election. Haiyun Jiang /The New York Times


And with hard-line conservatives increasingly winning state primaries, many voters would like the Republican hold on power to be replicated at the national level this November.

"Our side is the side that needs to take control and get us back to our leadership position," said Eric Howell, a lifelong Republican, standing outside a polling place in the small city of Franklin on the first day of voting this month. He added, "I think it will benefit Americans."

But some Tennessee Democrats are cautiously hopeful there could be a path for the party to start gaining ground.

Frustration first began to bubble over among some voters after Republicans muscled through a tough abortion ban after the fall of Roe v. Wade, and then deepened with the party's handling of the 2023 mass shooting at a private Christian school in Nashville.

Thousands of people descended on the State Capitol to demand lawmakers reverse years of loosened gun laws. Ms. Johnson, who is white, joined two newly elected young Black Democrats -- Justin Jones of Nashville and Justin Pearson of Memphis -- in leading calls from the House floor for gun control.

Republicans, enraged over the breach of decorum, quickly moved to expel them. Ms. Johnson alone survived expulsion, leading to national outrage over a predominately white group of legislators ousting two young Black lawmakers. (Republicans denied that race played a factor, and the two men were quickly reinstated by local officials.)

"I always joke about, I think I'll send a thank-you note to the Republicans, because it wasn't the fact that we went to the well that got the attention," Ms. Johnson said. "It was the Republican response to us speaking up for our districts."

That attention led Ms. Johnson to launch her challenge to Ms. Blackburn. (At 62, she was the only one of the three lawmakers old enough to run for Senate.)

Gina Martin, a rental manager who voted early in Nashville this month, said when she saw Ms. Johnson protesting for gun control, she thought: "That's my girl right there."

Ms. Johnson has driven from diners to coffee shops to restaurants across the state. She has been met with a chorus of enthusiasm that a Democrat has shown up -- and resignation that it most likely still won't matter. Shawn Poynter for The New York Times


The aftermath of the expulsions, she said, had been "encouraging" for Democrats like her, adding, "you hope and pray that people come around."

But there is little indication that conservative voters have been moved by the demonstrations, and elected Republicans have not made any substantive changes to gun policy in the state.

At least one member of Republican leadership, Jeremy Faison, has repeatedly needled Ms. Johnson on social media, congratulating her on an endorsement from former Vice President Al Gore because he "knows from experience what it takes to lose Tennessee in a historically embarrassing fashion."

Polls also show Ms. Blackburn with a double-digit lead in the Senate race, and she has declined to debate Ms. Johnson and focused on re-electing Mr. Trump. Her ads have made little mention of Ms. Johnson, and instead highlight her successful opposition to a state income tax in 1999 and her hawkish stance against China.

Some Republicans said they had not even considered Ms. Johnson as an option, and were more focused with ensuring that Mr. Trump had support in Congress to enact his economic and immigration policies.

The campaign against Ms. Blackburn "did more to help her race than hurt it," said Melonye Lowe, a retired elementary school principal in Williamson County, just outside Nashville. For Ms. Lowe, it had "underscored the fact that she has done such a good job" in upholding the Republican agenda in Washington.

Ms. Blackburn, in a statement provided by her campaign, said that she was committed to "doing the job Tennesseans elected me to do and protecting their values."

"What I have heard is that Tennesseans cannot afford four more years of Kamala Harris's liberal agenda," she added.

In her monthslong tour across the state, Ms. Johnson has met with voters over iced tea, fries and seasonal tastes of pumpkin flavors, making the case that they have suffered from the consequences of Republican political dominance.

A former special education teacher, she first sought office in the State Legislature as a way to defend public school education. She has repeatedly tangled with Republicans in the supermajority, arguing for health care expansion, abortion rights and a higher minimum wage.

"This election is where we're going to make some changes that we never expected," she told a group of voters gathered in a Mexican restaurant about a 90 minutes' drive outside Nashville. "A lot of rural counties especially don't have a lot of Democratic electeds, so they're not getting the Democratic message of the good things that Democrats do for middle-class families."

Ms. Johnson joined two newly elected young Democrats -- Justin Pearson, left, and Justin Jones, center -- in leading calls for gun control. Jon Cherry for The New York Times


Regardless of the Senate outcome, Ms. Johnson is guaranteed to remain in office: She is also running unopposed for her seat in the State Legislature. She was first elected in 2012 and represents part of Knoxville.

Her position within the state party has also shaped her alliance with a number of first-time candidates, many of whom cite the aftermath of the 2023 school shooting as motivation for running.

Few are expected to flip Republican-held seats. But even contesting some of these seats is a signal of progress for the party, which has repeatedly failed to recruit any candidates or secure national support for those who do run.

Among the first-time candidates is Maryam Abolfazli, the daughter of Iranian immigrants and a lead organizer behind some of the earliest protests in 2023, who is trying to unseat Representative Andy Ogles, a hard-line Republican who faces federal scrutiny over his campaign finances.

"I think there's a victory that's hard to see," said Ms. Abolfazli, who called her last-minute decision to run the "natural conclusion" to months of protests in Nashville.

And Shaundelle Brooks, who became a champion of tougher gun laws after her son, Akilah Dasilva, was killed in a 2018 rampage at a Waffle House in Nashville, is running for a rare open state House seat in the suburbs of the city.

Her hair, dyed blue in honor of her son, has faded in recent weeks, after spending hours knocking on doors and meeting with voters.

"For me, it was like, I can't just ask Justin to do this or ask Gloria every time -- I need to get out there and do this," Ms. Brooks said, referring to Mr. Jones, who represents a part of Nashville. She added, "People were really angry and really frustrated. That got us to where we are right now -- running."
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Fake Blood Isn't Cheap: Why It Costs $45 to Enter This Haunted House


By Stefanos Chen
Photographs by Tony Cenicola



Oct 29, 2024 at 07:00 AM

It's not as if Blood Manor can just transform into an office after Halloween.

Subleasing is difficult for the business, which has occupied the same building since 2018, because most tenants don't need, say, an indoor graveyard or a demonic morgue. Both would be costly to deconstruct and resurrect.

So Mr. Lorenzo is stuck renting the space year-round.

"The only thing we do the rest of the year is spend money," he said.

To try to make the most of its space, the business hosts pop-up horror events, like "My Bloody Valentine" in February and a Krampus-themed Christmas in December, but they don't cover the bills, Mr. Lorenzo said.

For Halloween, the business has cut back on performances in its 21st year, from five to four hours a night, to reduce costs.

Video: 


Still, ticket sales for these businesses has been brisk nationwide since the peak of the coronavirus pandemic, experts in the industry said, attributing it in part to people seeking some escapism.

In the United States, there are about 3,000 professional haunts, or locations set up to scare guests, said Brett Molitor, a board member of the Haunted Attraction Association, and the owner of the "Hysterium" attraction in Fort Wayne, Ind. Attendance is up despite tickets typically costing about $30 or more, he said, but attractions often shut down after a few years, with many costs rising faster.

At the beginning of this season, Mr. Lorenzo said, Blood Manor expected to sell between 18,000 to 23,000 tickets, close to 1,000 a night. Admission started at $30, $10 less than in 2019, in the hopes of spurring sales.

But the task is daunting. Producing the 20-minute show several times a night requires 60 to 75 actors, about 12 makeup and wardrobe artists, and up to a dozen security guards. On the nights closest to Halloween -- or "Hell Week" -- two teams of actors work in shifts.

"My thing is the element of surprise," said Monica Ghee, 74, who runs a carnival game on Coney Island, but moonlights as a killer clown. She chases guests with a prop stun gun and yells threats through a voice-changing device.

At the beginning of this season, Blood Manor expected to sell between 18,000 to 23,000 tickets, close to 1,000 a night, said the owner, Jim Lorenzo. Tony Cenicola/The New York Times


To stay fresh, the business bought about 100 new costumes last year for around $25,000, including three handmade butcher aprons for $800 each, said Tracee Greene, the costume director.

Over the years, the business has spent more than $150,000 on over 25 animatronic statues currently in use, including coffins, aliens and a werewolf. Part of their marketing, Mr. Lorenzo said, includes a claim that the building, built circa 1852, is haunted by a 19th-century photographer.

Attention to detail pays off. Nick Piccolo, the show's director, buys novelty scents at two ounces for $24 -- including a urine-like one, which smells "really close to the real thing," he said.

Other expenses are less obvious. Their insurance could reach $30,000 this year, up from $9,000 last year, Mr. Lorenzo said. He attributed the increase to settling a slip-and-fall lawsuit a guest filed in 2021.

Mr. Lorenzo said the electric bill could climb to $40,000 this year, even though the business uses most of its power in the fall, partly because of how he said the utility company assesses some charges year-round.

The show has come a long way since Mr. Lorenzo, who used to run events for nightclubs, got the idea for it over 20 years ago. The production has moved three times since.

But when Halloween ends, and the manor is once again dormant, the team has discussed filling its dreaded halls with something new: laser tag. Maybe.

Keeping expenses down hasn't been easy, even with a shortened season to cut costs, said Mr. Lorenzo. Tony Cenicola/The New York Times


Produced by Eden Weingart, Andrew Hinderaker and Dagny Salas. Development by Gabriel Gianordoli and Aliza Aufrichtig.
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Is Trump a Fascist? This Time, Mayor Adams Dodges the Question.

Mayor Eric Adams of New York City bristled at questions about the former president and said there was a need to "turn down the rhetoric."

Mayor Eric Adams sidestepped questions about Donald J. Trump on Tuesday, refusing to say when the two men last spoke. James Estrin/The New York Times



By Jeffery C. Mays



Oct 29, 2024 at 09:27 PM

The strange political courtship between Mayor Eric Adams of New York City and former President Donald J. Trump has taken another odd turn.

Two days after Mr. Trump gave what was to be his closing campaign argument at Madison Square Garden -- a rally that turned into a parade of insults, grievances and hate speech -- Mr. Adams was asked if he wanted to rethink his stance.

Did he still stand by his statement that Mr. Trump was not a fascist?

The mayor, a Democrat, refused to give a direct answer. He dismissed question after question, describing them as "humiliating," "silly" and "insulting."

"With all that's going on to everyday New Yorkers, we are asking questions that is someone a fascist or is someone Hitler," the mayor said on Tuesday at his weekly news conference at City Hall. "That's insulting to me and I'm not going to engage in that.

"Everyone needs to turn down the rhetoric because after Election Day, we still have to be the United States and not the divided states."

Asked by a reporter when he last spoke to the former president, Mr. Adams brusquely dismissed him. "Give me another question," he said to members of his media staff, telling the reporter, "You lost your opportunity."

Mr. Adams was asked if he agreed with remarks by Brad Lander, the city comptroller who is running for mayor, that he was undermining the Democratic Party by refusing to characterize Mr. Trump as a fascist. Mr. Lander is among many prominent Democrats in the city who have condemned Mr. Trump and the rally.

Mr. Adams responded by disparaging Mr. Lander.

"Lander, ooh, he's the moral authority of life, you know," the mayor shot back. "Listen, next question."

The comments further distanced Mr. Adams from his own party and from Kamala Harris, the vice president and Democratic nominee for president whom Mr. Adams said he supported.

Ms. Harris and her supporters have taken to calling Mr. Trump a fascist in the last weeks of the campaign, echoing warnings from Mr. Trump's former White House chief of staff, Lt. Gen. John F. Kelly, that he meets the definition of a fascist, would govern as a dictator and has offered praise for Adolf Hitler on multiple occasions.

But when given a chance to join his party's leaders, Mr. Adams said he did not agree that Mr. Trump was a fascist.

"I had those terms hurled at me by some political leaders in the city, using terms like Hitler and fascists. My answer is no," Mr. Adams said during a news conference on Saturday. "I know what Hitler has done, and I know what a fascist regime looks like."

The next day, Mr. Trump held his rally at Madison Square Garden.

Among the most highlighted remarks at the rally on Sunday were comments from a comedian known for racist jokes who called Puerto Rico "a floating island of garbage" and referenced a Black man in the audience while making a joke about carving watermelon. 

On Tuesday, Mr. Adams defended Mr. Trump's right to hold the rally but denounced the racist comments made there.

"You can't demonize an entire population based on the actions of those who attend," the mayor said. "I'm clear, there's no room for racism, no room for hate."

Mr. Trump has defended Mr. Adams, who is facing a five-count federal bribery and corruption indictment, saying that he is being persecuted for criticizing the Biden Administration's handling of the city's recent migrant influx.

Mr. Trump, facing his own plethora of indictments and criminal and civil convictions, has compared himself to Mr. Adams, saying they are both the victims of political persecution.

"He said they shouldn't be calling Trump a dictator because it's not true," Mr. Trump said at the rally. "That's nice, that was nice, very nice. We want to thank Mayor Adams. He's going through a very hard time with these people."

If the mayor were to be convicted and the former president were to return to the White House, Mr. Trump would have the ability to grant Mr. Adams clemency in his federal case, much as Mr. Trump did in 2020, when he commuted the sentence of Rod R. Blagojevich, a former Democratic governor of Illinois who had been convicted of corruption. Mr. Trump could also pressure the Justice Department to seek a more lenient approach at sentencing.

"I know what it's like to be persecuted by the D.O.J. for speaking out against open borders," Mr. Trump said this month at the Alfred E. Smith Memorial Foundation Dinner. "We were persecuted, Eric. I was persecuted, and so are you, Eric."

Mr. Adams on Tuesday also defended the decision of John Chell, the Police Department's chief of patrol, to appear in full uniform for an interview with Newsmax, a right-wing news outlet that has trafficked in conspiracy theories, during the rally.

Mr. Adams questioned whether there was any difference between The Daily News and Newsmax, tearing into one of the newspaper's reporters for writing stories that he viewed as false.

"If the rule is that we don't talk to any outlets that we don't like, let me get out of here," Mr. Adams said. The news conference ended shortly thereafter.
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Homeless People Sue New York City for Throwing Away Their Property

The lawsuit, which could become a class action, argues that the city's cleanups, or "sweeps," violate constitutional protections against illegal searches and seizures.

Damian Voorhees is one of several homeless people who are suing New York City over its sweeps that often end with their possessions thrown in the trash. Avery Norman for The New York Times



By Andy Newman



Oct 30, 2024 at 07:00 AM

Thousands of times a year, a crew of New York City workers approaches an outdoor place where a homeless person is staying. A park bench. A stretch of sidewalk. The doorway of an abandoned building.

Sometimes the person is given a few minutes to gather any belongings and leave. But often, many or all of those possessions end up in the back of a garbage truck.

On Tuesday, a housing support group sued the city in federal court in Manhattan, saying the cleanups violated homeless people's constitutional protections against illegal searches and seizures.

The group, the Safety Net Project of the Urban Justice Center, and six named homeless people are seeking to have the suit certified as a class action that would cover thousands of homeless people. The lawsuit accuses the city of routinely violating its own policy on cleanups, which says the city must offer to store certain types of confiscated property for up to 90 days and give the owner a voucher to claim it. The suit argues that the cleanup policy is unlawfully broad and claims that the city almost never issues vouchers or returns confiscated possessions.

Sweeps, as the cleanups are commonly called, are a linchpin of Mayor Eric Adams's push to eliminate street homelessness, which he announced shortly after taking office in 2022 amid rising concern about general disorder in the city. At the time, there were increasing complaints about encampments blocking sidewalks and creating nuisances.

Under Mr. Adams, the city has done more than 10,000 sweeps as part of its effort to get people to move indoors to shelters, according to city data released to the Safety Net Project under the Freedom of Information Law.

But street homelessness persists. The number of people living in the streets and subway who are known to the city's homeless outreach teams is up 84 percent since Mr. Adams took office. And a 2023 audit by the city comptroller that looked at more than 2,100 cleanups over eight months found that they resulted in only 90 people staying in a shelter for more than one night.

The city policy says that one purpose of cleanups is to "assess and provide compassionate, resource-intensive outreach." But the suit argues that cleanups "perversely" make it harder for homeless people to obtain services, including housing, because the city often destroys their identification papers and other documents.

"Sweeps as a whole are an abject policy failure and unbelievably cruel," said Natalie Druce, a staff attorney for the Safety Net Project.

The city declined to immediately comment on the suit, but a City Hall spokesman, William Fowler, said in a statement that the city's approach to street homelessness had been successful.

"Thanks to this administration's critical investments in outreach staffing" and helping homeless people move into shelters and then apartments, "more than 2,000 New Yorkers who were living unsheltered in public places are now in their own permanent homes," he wrote.

Municipal cleanup policies are being challenged in places around the country, even after the U.S. Supreme Court in June upheld an Oregon city's ban on homeless people sleeping outdoors. A federal lawsuit was filed in Phoenix over that city's property seizures. In July, a federal appeals court ruled that San Francisco could conduct sweeps only if it lets people recover their property.

The New York suit lists possessions that the city has taken and destroyed. A 48-year-old woman in the West Village lost the ashes of her father and son, photos of her stillborn daughter, her food-stamp card, phones and a laptop. A transgender woman lost medication including hormones.

Damian Voorhees, 47, a plaintiff in the suit who has been homeless on the Lower East Side for six years, said he had been swept at least 50 times, often losing bikes that he repairs for money. A couple of weeks ago, he said, he had recently finished fixing a customer's bicycle cargo trailer that lists for $4,000 when a crew came to conduct a sweep.

In a video recorded by an observer, a police officer tells him, "That's garbage -- that's not going with you."

"This trailer costs $4,000!" Mr. Voorhees says.

"It's going in the trash!" the officer replies as she drags the trailer toward a sanitation truck.

For two years, Mr. Voorhees had pitched a tent by the majestic approach to the Manhattan Bridge. The city removed that encampment this month. Lately, he and several friends have been staying in a corner of Sara D. Roosevelt Park nearby. The park officially closes at 11 p.m., and the site, which had a fair amount of debris on a recent weekday afternoon, is visited by sweeps crews frequently.

Mr. Voorhees said he had never spent a night in a city shelter. "I went and saw one on the Bowery once, and it just looked a lot more dangerous than out here," he said.

The rules on sleeping outside in New York City are murky. A "homeless bill of rights" the City Council passed last year includes a "right to sleep outside," but in past court cases, the city has cited a piece of sanitation code that makes it unlawful to erect an obstruction in "any public place," and it is illegal to stay in parks when they are closed.
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Rudy May, a Stingy Master of the Curveball, Dies at 80

He overcame a dip in velocity to find pitching success with four teams, including the Yankees and Orioles, and had a dominant season in 1980.

Rudy May pitching at Yankee Stadium in about 1981. He appeared in three games in that year's World Series, in which New York lost to the Los Angeles Dodgers in six games. Focus on Sport/Getty Images



By Alex Williams



Oct 30, 2024 at 03:54 PM

Rudy May, a crafty and well-traveled left-handed pitcher whose 16-year major league career included two stretches with the Yankees -- one in the mid-1970s, when he found success despite a strained relationship with the volcanic manager Billy Martin, and the other starting in 1980, the year he led the American League in earned run average -- died on Oct. 19. He was 80.

The Yankees announced his death on social media but did not specify the cause or say where he died. A death notice was posted online from the coastal town of Hertford, N.C.

When May made his major league debut with the Los Angeles Angels (who would change their name to the California Angels during his tenure with the team) in 1965, he had an impressive fastball. But after tearing ligaments in his left shoulder early in his career, he refined his approach and eventually learned to dominate with pinpoint control and a nasty curveball, which he honed with help from the Yankee Hall of Fame pitcher Whitey Ford.

"I learned that it's better to throw an 85-mile-an-hour fastball on the outside corner than it is to throw a 95-mile-an-hour fastball down the middle," he said in a 1981 interview with Phil Pepe of The Daily News of New York. That happened, he added, "when I couldn't throw a 95-mile-an-hour fastball anymore."

Over a career that also included stretches with the pitching-rich Baltimore Orioles and Montreal Expos of the 1970s, May notched 152 wins with a 3.46 E.R.A. and 1,760 strikeouts.

He came into his own in New York, going 8-4 with a 2.28 E.R.A. after the Yankees acquired him during the 1974 season. The next year he compiled a 14-12 record with a 3.06 E.R.A. while serving up a paltry nine home runs in 212 innings, the lowest rate in the American League.

His promising career in pinstripes hit a rough patch after Martin, known as much for his angry outbursts as for his strategic brilliance, replaced Bill Virdon as the Yankees' manager in August 1975.

Although May pitched well to start the 1976 season, Martin berated him for failing to pitch complete games in any of his first eight starts. After he pitched well in a loss to the Cleveland Indians (now the Guardians), May told the sportswriter Jeff Pearlman in a 2014 interview published on Pearlman's website: "I went into Billy Martin's office because I wanted to talk to him about the game -- and he lit me up. He let me know that I would never pitch for him again."

May as a member of the California Angels, the team with which he made his major league debut in 1965. Louis Requena/MLB, via Getty Images


Despite the threat, Martin was soon forced to start May against the Detroit Tigers because of an illness to the scheduled Yankee starter. "Billy said, 'I will tell you when you come out of the game!'" May told Pearlman, adding: "After our talk, he threw a ball at me, and it hit me. That night, I went out and I threw a 1-0 shutout."

Rudolph May Jr. was born on July 18, 1944, in Coffeyville, Kan., the eldest of three sons of Rudolph and Oletha (Rowe) May. When World War II ended, his father, a chief boatswain's mate in the Navy (he played catcher for a Navy baseball team), moved the family to Oakland, Calif., where he took a job as a lift operator in the naval port.

Rudy Jr. received all-city honors at Castlemont High School in Oakland, where he played on the same team as his neighborhood friend Joe Morgan, the future Hall of Fame second baseman. He enrolled at the University of San Francisco on a sports scholarship but left to sign with the Minnesota Twins in 1962.

Having experienced little overt racism as a Black youth growing up on the West Coast, May said, he was startled when he arrived at the Twins' spring training camp in Fernandina Beach, Fla., and learned that Black players were required to bunk with local families instead of staying at the team hotel, and to drink from a bucket in the clubhouse instead of the water fountain.

After a circuitous route through the minors with multiple organizations, May landed with the Angels, where he went 4-9 in his rookie season before sustaining his career-threatening shoulder injury the next year. After battling back through the minor leagues, he returned to the Angels in 1969.

Once he was in New York, his tumultuous run under Martin ended in June 1976, when he was included in a 10-player trade with the Orioles. A cornerstone of a staff that included the 20-game winners Jim Palmer and Wayne Garland, May went 11-7 for Baltimore that year, beating the Yankees three times.

A scuba diver since his teens, May supplemented his income in the off-season by working on an underwater pipeline off Long Island. "I wasn't making any money in baseball," he told Pearlman, "but I was making $400 per hour diving."

Traded to the Expos in 1978, May remained in Montreal for two seasons before returning to the Yankees as a free agent.

Under the more placid manager Dick Howser, May recorded a 15-5 record in 1980 along with a league-leading E.R.A. of 2.46. The Yankees were swept by the Royals in the American League Championship Series that season, with May pitching a complete game in a 3-2 loss in Game 2. He pitched in three games in the World Series the next year, although the Yankees lost to the Los Angeles Dodgers in six games.

May is survived by his wife, Marion May; his children, Flashay Velez, Monique Hunter, Sara May Lewis, Audra Matson, Billy Counts and Marshall Young; and a number of grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Long after his playing days were over, May could look back on his rocky time under Martin without bitterness.

"He was a different personality than any other manager that I played for," he said in an interview on the podcast "Sully Baseball" in 2014. "I mean, the passion to win and do well was there, but there were some things that were extremely unorthodox that we as players had to deal with."
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John Gierach, Fly Fishing Author With Wit and Wisdom, Dies at 77

Writing for anglers and amateurs alike, he found that the sport can reveal as much about people as it does about fish.

John Gierach in 2000, fishing in North St. Vrain Creek, near Lyons, Colo. He moved to Colorado in 1970 and, apart from traveling for fishing trips, never left. Jerry Cleveland/The Denver Post, via Getty Images



By Clay Risen



Oct 29, 2024 at 09:48 PM

John Gierach, a fly fisherman who was as skilled with a rod and reel as he was with words, producing hundreds of articles and more than 20 books, including "Even Brook Trout Get the Blues" and "Sex, Death and Fly-Fishing," died on Oct. 3 in Longmont, Colo. He was 77.

His wife, Susan de Castro Gierach, said the death, in a hospital, was caused by cardiac arrest.

Avuncular and white-whiskered, Mr. Gierach celebrated the everyday foibles and frustrations that make up the fly-fishing life, as well as the occasional triumph over an aggravating trout.

In a sport often considered a pastime for the well-to-do, he spoke to fly fishing's everyman appeal. He was, as one of his book titles suggested, a "trout bum." The expensive outfitters, private rivers and $700-a-day guides? Not for him. To have a good day in the stream, all he needed was a decent rod, the right fly and a strong cup of coffee.

When he began writing, in the 1970s, the voluminous literature around fly fishing tended to the self-serious, reverent and snobbish. Mr. Gierach brought something different: humor, irony and self-awareness.

"Trout are wonderfully hydrodynamic creatures who can dart and hover in currents in which we humans have trouble just keeping our footing," he wrote in "Trout Bum" (1986), his third book. "They are torpedo shaped, designed for moving water, and behave like eyewitnesses say U.F.O.s do."

Although he wrote the occasional technical article or book, most of his work was reflective, experiential and broadly accessible. He was an inveterate storyteller; many of his best articles seem at first to be rangy shaggy-dog tales about a recent fishing trip, only to reveal, upon further examination, a piquant life lesson poking through the fish tales.

"The guy who didn't catch fish must not whine or complain or offer excuses, and the guy who has landed a few (whether it was through luck or skill) is not allowed to either preen or engage in false modesty," he wrote in The New York Times in 1992. "I've been on both sides often, and I don't know which is harder."

In "Trout Bum," Mr. Gierach's third book, he writes, "Trout are wonderfully hydrodynamic creatures who can dart and hover in currents in which we humans have trouble just keeping our footing." Simon & Schuster


He was something of a vanishing breed. Outdoors writing used to be ubiquitous, not just in the many publications dedicated to hunting, camping and fishing, but in general-interest outlets, including The Times, where Mr. Gierach had a column in the early 1990s.

It would be hard to imagine someone replicating his wide-ranging career these days, or his easygoing, atmospheric prose: Outdoors writing today, when it does appear, is often focused on gear recommendations and adventure tales.

"John was down home," Nick Lyons, a former publisher, Hunter College English professor and avid fisherman, said in a phone interview. "It was a way of life for him, and he found all of the particulars of that way, and knew them and wrote about them, with warmth and availability."

John Lawrence Gierach was born on Nov. 24, 1946, in Chicago Heights, Ill. His father, John W. Gierach, was a manager for Sears, a job that soon required the family to move to Robbinsdale, Minn., a suburb of Minneapolis, where John grew up. His mother, Edna (Worthy) Gierach, ran the home, and then worked for Sears after her husband died in 1970.

Mr. Gierach graduated with a philosophy degree from Findlay College (now the University of Findlay), in Ohio, in 1967. He moved to Colorado in 1970 and, apart from traveling for fishing trips, never left.

At first, he took work simply to pay the bills: He spent a few months in a silver mine, a few more as a garbage collector. But he aspired to be a novelist or poet. By then an avid fisherman, he began to notice the growing number of magazines dedicated to the sport, and figured he could make money writing for them. His first columns appeared in Fly Fisherman, and he soon found himself in demand by outdoors magazines around the country.

Mr. Gierach's first marriage ended in divorce. He married Mrs. de Castro Gierach, his longtime partner, in 2023. Along with her, he is survived by his sister, Lee Stock.

Among his longest-running engagements was writing the monthly back-page column in Fly Rod & Reel, from 1992 until the magazine closed in 2017. Each article was accompanied by an illustration by Bob White, an artist and fellow angler.

Among his friend's many talents, Mr. White said, was an ability to speak across the various tribes that make up the fly-fishing world: dry-fly aficionados, bamboo-rod purists, jet-setting 1-percenters and weekend casters.

"There are lots of different approaches, and John spoke to them all," Mr. White said in an interview. "He was kind of like the favorite uncle at the Thanksgiving dinner table, able to pull the tension back to reveal the reason why we're all there."
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Safeya Binzagr, 84, a Saudi Artist Celebrated but Long Unseen, Dies

Despite the gender restrictions of Saudi society, she claimed a place for herself, and other women, in the country's art scene.

Safeya Binzagr, in an undated photograph, with "Al Zaboon," one of her best-known paintings, which has often been called the Saudi Mona Lisa. via Darat Safeya Binzagr



By Mona El-Naggar
Mona El-Naggar, a correspondent based in Cairo, writes about culture, religion, gender and other issues across the Middle East.


Oct 25, 2024 at 03:51 PM

The Saudi Arabian artist Safeya Binzagr's groundbreaking moment came in 1968, when she had her debut exhibit, at a girls' school in the coastal city of Jeddah. It was the first time a woman had shown her art publicly in the country, and the distinguished group of attendees included Saudi royals, diplomats and intellectuals.

But because women were prohibited from appearing at public events, she was unable to attend.

"I was not there physically, but I was there in spirit," Ms. Binzagr would later say, recalling how she watched the crowd from the top floor.

It was a telling moment in her career: As a female artist, she was celebrated yet unseen, her work at the forefront of the country's nascent art world while she remained behind the scenes. Despite the restrictions of Saudi society, though, Ms. Binzagr celebrated her heritage -- advancing women's role in Saudi Arabian art, starting classes and opening one of the first art museums in the country.

"Safeya Binzagr is one of the most consequential artists of the Arab world of the 20th century," Sultan Sooud Al Qassemi, a prominent Emirati writer and art collector, said in an interview. While "you couldn't show photographs of women" in Saudi Arabia, he added, she realized that "you could depict them in paintings."

Ms. Binzagr (pronounced bin-ZAH-gur) died on Sept. 12 in Jeddah, her family said. She was 84. No additional details were provided.

In Saudi Arabia, Ms. Binzagr's work is considered one of the earliest efforts to preserve the national heritage through art. "I love history," she said this year in a video interview. "Why not write it with my brush?"

In her paintings depicting traditional Saudi life -- daily rituals, weddings and other communal celebrations -- women were the central figures, occupying spaces that were off limits to men and often overlooked in official histories.

Ms. Binzagr's 1986 painting "Al-Dananah" ("The Wheel"). Safeya Binzagr, via Darat Safeya Binzagr


By the 1970s, the oil boom had set off a rapid modernization that was erasing much of traditional daily life in Saudi Arabia. Ms. Binzagr traveled across the country, documenting its diverse culture and architecture, taking hundreds of photographs and collecting clothing from different regions. Some of what she found inspired her artwork, and a number of the garments she collected were displayed at a private museum she opened in 1995.

In this as well, Ms. Binzagr was ahead of her time. It wasn't until 2021 that the Saudi Ministry of Culture started a similar initiative to document various aspects of the country's traditions, including poetry, music and food.

Her museum, which she called Al-Dara, or the halo, holds hundreds of paintings that she chose not to sell. It also has a library with thousands of books and a dedicated space for art education. She lived and worked in the museum, opening it by appointment to researchers, art lovers and women eager to understand how she had charted her path as a woman in Saudi Arabia.

"This archive was the rebellion," Manal AlDowayan, a contemporary Saudi artist who is representing the country at this year's Venice Biennale, said of Ms. Binzagr's museum. "When I approached her, it was really one woman artist asking another, 'How did you do it?'"

The answer, apparently, was hard work coupled with the strategic use of her family's wealth and social standing. Ms. Binzagr carefully pushed the boundaries of what was acceptable for women in ways that did not provoke the authorities or attract undue attention from the ultrareligious.

Although her work elevated the status of women in the Saudi art world, Ms. Binzagr disliked being called a feminist, particularly because the term was associated with Western values at odds with Saudi customs and traditions. Her goal was to depict women authentically, challenging Western stereotypes of Arab and Muslim women as silent or oppressed.

"I love history," Ms. Binzagr said. "Why not write it with my brush?" via Darat Safeya Binzagr


Safeya Saied Binzagr was born in 1940 in Jeddah, into an affluent, well-traveled family of traders. She benefited from a broad education, studying art with a tutor in Egypt after completing her primary education. She later traveled to London, where she enrolled at Saint Martin's School of Art.

She did not marry -- an unusual decision for a woman of her generation -- as she preferred to focus on her passion for art rather than running a traditional household. Her biggest supporter was her brother Wahib Binzagr, who helped her organize exhibitions in London, Geneva and Paris in 1980.

He has since died. Ms. Binzagr is survived by three other brothers and two sisters.

One of her best-known works -- a painting of a woman in an elegant traditional dress -- was described by one journalist as the Saudi Mona Lisa when it was shown in Paris. The label stuck. To Ms. Binzagr, this portrait, which she repainted several times until she was satisfied with the expression, represented the strength and pride of Arab women.

"Rendezvous, B" (1980), a lithograph by Ms. Binzagr. Safeya Binzagr, via Darat Safeya Binzagr


Early in her career, in the late 1960s and '70s, society in Saudi Arabia reflected traditional gender roles, but women hadn't yet been pushed entirely out of public life, required to cover their faces and subjected to male guardianship. Even so, representational artworks, especially those depicting living people, were considered sinful.

"When I was growing up, I used to doodle characters everywhere, and when I did that, the teacher would draw a line through the neck to say it was forbidden," Sara Alabdali, 35, an artist from Jeddah, said in an interview. "In the '90s, there was nothing, and Safeya Binzagr was all there was for so many artists."

Ms. Binzagr's work, Ms. Alabdali noted, has only gained significance in today's Saudi Arabia, where women are allowed to drive, appear in public and express themselves artistically.

In 2019, Ms. Alabdali recalled, she held an exhibition of her own work in her great-grandfather's home. The art drew on family stories about the house, its surroundings, the women who lived there and what they wore -- tales often passed down in Saudi families but rarely recounted in public. An hour before the show was to open, an unexpected guest turned up: Ms. Binzagr, asking for a tour.

Even in her old age, Ms. Alabdali said, Ms. Binzagr remained a steadfast supporter of the generations of artists who followed her.

"We took a picture together," she added, laughing. "But she was like, 'Don't share it on Instagram.'"
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Quote of the Day: New Vehicles. Face Paint. A 1,200-Foot Fall. U.S. Army Prepares for a Potential Showdown With a Rival Superpower: China

Oct 31, 2024 at 04:01 AM

"Is it quite the fall of the Roman Empire? I don't know, but that's the right kind of question to ask."

SETH JONES, a senior vice president with the Center for Strategic and International Studies, on the ramifications for the United States and it's military in the Pacific if China were to successfully invade Taiwan and thereby emerge as the region's dominant strategic power.
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Corrections that appeared in print on Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024.

Oct 31, 2024 at 02:42 AM

NATIONAL

An article on Sunday about political events held at Madison Square Garden misidentified the given name of a Jewish man at a 1939 Nazi rally. He was Isadore Greenbaum, not Isidore.

An article on Oct. 22 about defining the Midwest misstated where the Black Midwest Initiative began. It was at the University of Minnesota, not the University of Illinois Chicago.

ARTS

An article on Oct. 22 about the actor Mark Proksch misstated his age. He is 49, not 46.

Errors are corrected during the press run whenever possible, so some errors noted here may not have appeared in all editions.



To contact the newsroom regarding correction requests, please email nytnews@nytimes.com. To share feedback, please visit nytimes.com/readerfeedback.

Comments on opinion articles may be emailed to letters@nytimes.com.

For newspaper delivery questions: 1-800-NYTIMES (1-800-698-4637) or email customercare@nytimes.com.
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When Yankees Fans Take the Game Into Their Own Hands. Literally.

Two fans were ejected from Yankee Stadium after trying to rip a ball out of a player's glove. It was a striking example of "fan interference," which is more common in baseball than in other sports.

Mookie Betts, the Dodgers right fielder, catching a foul ball at Yankee Stadium last night. Brad Penner/USA TODAY Sports, via Usa Today Sports, via Reuters Con



By David Waldstein



Oct 30, 2024 at 06:17 PM

When Jeff Maier caught Derek Jeter's home-run ball in the 1996 playoffs -- actually pulling a fly ball over the wall and out of the grasp of the Baltimore Orioles outfielder trying to catch it -- he became a bit of a hometown hero. He was invited to appear on David Letterman's talk show the next day, but he declined. He was more interested in going to the next Yankees game than in going on late-night TV.

Twenty-eight years later, Austin Capobianco and a friend gained a kind of infamy for interfering with a batted ball in a far more menacing way. It happened in Game 4 of the World Series at Yankee Stadium on Tuesday, when they wrestled a ball out of the glove of Mookie Betts, the Los Angeles Dodgers outfielder.

Unlike Maier, who was allowed to remain at the game, Capobianco and his companion were ejected and barred by the Yankees from returning for Game 5 the next night. It was actually the second case of fan interference in this World Series, because, as Yankees radio announcer John Sterling says, that's baseball.

It is one of the few sports where fans have the ability to reach into the field of play from their seats. They are usually instructed not to during pregame announcements, but sometimes the passion of the moment overtakes sensibility.

"I understand the instinctive reaction to a fly ball coming towards the stands," Maier said in a telephone interview on Wednesday. "But I can't understand grabbing at a ball that's in the glove and physically engaging with the player. That's a boundary that you don't go over."

In football and soccer, fans are almost always too far away from the actual playing field to interfere with the players. Hockey fans are separated by thick plexiglass panels. Basketball fans sit courtside, close enough to reach out and grab a player during a game, and tennis and golf fans could have opportunities, too.

But in none of those sports does it happen as frequently as in baseball, where seating areas abut the playing surface. Of course, catching a home-run ball or a foul ball is an accepted tradition, as long as fans wait for the ball to go over the wall and get to them. If it does, it is fair game -- though it doesn't always end with a lucky souvenir.

In 2003, a Chicago Cubs fan was hounded out of Wrigley Field when he tried to catch a foul ball hit out of play during the National League Championship Series. Moises Alou, the Cubs outfielder, reached over the wall and became tangled up with the fan, Steve Bartman, and did not make the catch for the out.

Other fans mercilessly blamed Bartman for compromising Alou's chances at the ball. He had to be escorted out of the stadium amid threats and abuse, and immediately went into hiding. More than two decades later, Bartman still avoids discussing the incident publicly.

"That was more a case of player interference," Maier said in defense of Bartman.

"Fan interference," as it is called by the rules of the game, happens regularly. But rarely is it more than an accidental collision of fan and player. The altercation at Tuesday's Yankees-Dodgers game was something else.

In the first inning of Game 4, Gleyber Torres of the Yankees hit a foul ball down the right-field line. Capobianco, a Yankees season-ticket holder, and a friend, identified by ESPN as John Peter, stood at the restraining wall along the right-field line, and, like many fans do, reached for the ball. But Betts got to it first, jumping at the wall with his left arm extended.

Capobianco pulled at Betts's glove, trying to pry it open, while Peter grabbed Betts's other wrist. After a quick struggle, the ball popped out and landed on the field. But the umpire along the foul line immediately signaled fan interference, meaning Torres was out. The two fans were then escorted out of the stadium for interfering with play, high-fiving fellow Yankees fans as they left.

The Yankees, in a statement announcing that the pair would not be permitted back into the stadium, said the men had made "egregious and unacceptable physical contact" with Betts.

Reached on Wednesday, Capobianco declined to comment, except to say he was disappointed that his younger brother and his friends could not use the season tickets for Game 5. There was no indication whether the ban would extend beyond this season.

According to ESPN, Capobianco said he and his friend had previously imagined doing exactly what they did.

"We always joke about the ball in our area," he told ESPN. "We're not going to go out of our way to attack. If it's in our area, we're going to 'D' up. Someone defends, someone knocks the ball."

Betts said after the game that he held no animosity toward the fans, and Dave Roberts, the Dodgers' manager, said on Wednesday that the incident had not made Betts concerned for his safety in Game 5.

"It was just an unfortunate circumstance that was dealt with in the right way," Roberts said.

Often, when a fan interferes in a significant baseball game -- especially at Yankee Stadium -- comparisons are made to Maier. That play was different in several ways. A Yankee, Derek Jeter, was the batter, and he hit a ball to deep right field in Yankee Stadium. Maier reached over the wall and caught the ball. The Orioles outfielder, Tony Tarasco, was camped underneath the ball and had been prepared to catch it.

Video replay was not in use at the time, so the home-run call by umpire Rich Garcia stood -- no fan interference -- and the Yankees went on to win that game, the American League Championship Series and then the World Series. It was the first of four they would win between 1996 and 2000.

Maier, who played a small part in that history, went on to play baseball at Wesleyan University. Now 40, he lives in New Hampshire and works in generative A.I. tech security. He is still a passionate Yankees fan, but he missed the foul-ball play on Tuesday while putting one of his sons to bed.

He said there was no comparison between what he did and what happened at that game.

"There has to be a safe place for them to play," he said. "I understand the emotions and the passions that fans have. But there has to be a certain level of decorum and expectations.

"Admittedly," he added, "people probably don't want to hear that from me."

Maier recalled that when he attended a Red Sox-Yankees game at Yankee Stadium in 2018, Betts, then with the Red Sox, tossed a ball to Maier's son Braden.

"Obviously, I'm rooting for the Yankees," Maier said. "But Betts seems like a really good guy."
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Taking on Nora Ephron, Movie by Movie and Book by Book

Ephron's entire oeuvre -- "When Harry Met Sally," "You've Got Mail," "Heartburn" and more -- is examined in a new book.

Nora Ephron's work is again on the upswing, reaffirming her as a cultural touchstone, and spreading her fan base to a younger generation. Warner Bros., via Everett Collection



By Celia McGee



Oct 29, 2024 at 09:02 AM

Late afternoon was still too early to have what Nora Ephron would have been having when she went out to dinner at Cafe Luxembourg, on Manhattan's Upper West Side: the pan-seared lamb chops, served with some off-menu mint jelly the brasserie kept in a jar in the kitchen especially for her.

Instead, Ilana Kaplan, whose illustrated monograph "Nora Ephron at the Movies" comes out today, just went with chamomile tea.

"It has to be a particular temperature," Kaplan said to the waiter with something approaching the assiduous specificity that Ephron applied in life and in art. (Cue clip: Meg Ryan's Sally Albright deconstructively ordering apple pie a la mode.) "Not too hot."

That Ephron did not love the dull of mind, the thin of skin or the not constitutionally a New Yorker struck Kaplan from the time she first binged on her rom-coms as a teenager. "I grew up with Ephron," she said. "Rom-coms are probably my favorite thing to talk about."

But in working on her book, she was also aware that it was arriving at a moment when Ephron's work and influence are again on the upswing, reaffirming her as a cultural touchstone, and spreading her fan base to a younger generation.

As a result, Kaplan proceeded not just movie by movie, but book by book, interview by interview, toward understanding what it had meant to become Nora Ephron -- the ambitious product of a Hollywood upbringing whose unassailably smart writing and A-list dinner parties propelled her to the top of the New York journalism world and into the orbit of filmmakers she went on to work with, like Mike Nichols and Rob Reiner.

On movie screens, her reinventions of the faded romantic comedy genre of the 1930s and '40s handed her a means of disrupting the male gaze and the Hollywood power system. Practicing a clear-eye feminism, she put a lapidary, nervy spin on the personal essay. She was a social observer both wittily supercilious and so adroit at creating a sense of familiarity that Kaplan's book follows a common tendency to refer to her simply by first name.

Underpinning Kaplan's book is a constant reminder that Ephron's female characters could be imperfect, neurotic, irritating and irrational. TriStar Pictures


Covering Ephron's complete oeuvre, the book watches Sally meet Harry, Rachel leave Mark, Annie approach Seattle, Kathleen fall in love over email and Julie and Julia discover themselves.

Kaplan examines, in "This Is My Life," the love story between a woman and her daughters, which has a happier ending than that of Phoebe Wolkind Ephron, Ephron's mother, the screenwriter and exacting, withholding parent who died of complications from alcoholism at 57. She traces, in "Hanging Up," eruptions among three sisters and their father, which painfully parallel other disintegrations in Ephron's family. She recognizes, in Ephron's lighthearted movies involving the mafia, the stimulating romance of Ephron's marriage to Nicholas Pileggi.

Underpinning the book is a constant reminder that Ephron's female characters could be imperfect, neurotic, irritating and irrational -- and that, in combining heartbreak with humor, Ephron continued to make good on her mother's insistence that "everything is copy."

It was a lesson she, in turn, passed on to a select cohort of younger women writers, like Rebecca Traister, now a pronounced voice at New York magazine, or Alessandra Stanley, who went on to co-found Air Mail. "She curated people," Kaplan said.

A year before Ephron died, in 2012, of an illness she kept secret for six, she took Lena Dunham under her Chanel-clad wing.

"Nora influences everything I do," Dunham wrote in an email. "But particularly as I write memoir and work in the romantic comedy genre, I try to hold onto her basic principles -- a kind of pessimistic optimism that felt uniquely hers."

Viewed more widely, Ephron's imprint is unmistakably back on the table. Hardly a month of the past year's rom-com release schedule has elapsed without some evidence of her impact on movies and television -- "A Family Affair," "The Idea of You," not a little of "The Girls on the Bus." Recently renewed, "Nobody Wants This" counts among its executive producers Oly Obst, whose mother, the producer Lynda Obst, first worked with Ephron on "This Is My Life."

The most conspicuous homage to Ephron may be the whodunit spoof "Only Murders in the Building," starring and cocreated by Ephron's friend Steve Martin, with the Belnord apartment building doubling as the Apthorp, the Beaux-Arts landmark she reluctantly abandoned for the East Side.

Ephron reinvented the faded romantic comedy genre of the 1930s and '40, disrupting the male gaze and the Hollywood power system. William E. Sauro/The New York Times


In fostering a new audience for all things Ephron, though, "the proliferation of social media," Kaplan said, takes the coffee crunch cake. TikTok is the latest platform for sifting through Ephron's star turns online: her deadpan delivery of, "I highly recommend having Meryl Streep play you" at the American Film Institute tribute to the actress in 2004; the recurring fantasy of a New York warmed by cable-knits and affordable rents; and Kaplan opening a United Postal Service box to unveil her book.

Elsewhere on the internet, Pinterest, Instagram and X regularly roll out Ephron memes, screen grabs, style statements and news flashes. An oldie but goody is the actress Olivia Wilde weaponizing a vinaigrette recipe first unleashed in "Heartburn," Ephron's novel torching the journalist Carl Bernstein for destroying their power-couple marriage, during her breakup with Jason Sudeikis. Substack is all in, and so are podcasts.

Though an early blogger, Ephron was ambivalent about the internet, and put email -- twice -- high on the "What I Won't Miss" list that she published in "I Remember Nothing," her final collection. She left behind on her computer a file labeled "EXIT" stipulating the details of her memorial service for Pileggi and her two sons. Jacob Bernstein is a reporter for the Styles section at The New York Times; his younger brother, Max, is a guitarist and keyboard player for Taylor Swift's band.

"We are all Nora's children," said the novelist Emma Straub, who is known for fiction that mixes the funny and the flawed.

Straub also owns Books Are Magic, the popular bookstore with two locations in Brooklyn. "As a bookseller, I get to watch people discover Ephron's books, particularly her fiction," Straub said.

Another bookshelf, or two, could hold fiction by more writers indebted to Ephron, from Emily Henry to Talia Hibbert, Dolly Alderton and Bess Kalb.

Novelists like Kevin Kwan and Casey McQuiston have restyled Ephron's white upper-class, smart-girl-meets-less-smart-guy worldview into more diverse fiction, Kwan starting in 2013 with "Crazy Rich Asians," McQuiston in 2019, with "Red, White & Royal Blue."

"Nora Ephron has been a profound influence on me," said Kwan, whose old-money Singaporean background is foundational to the glittery international romps of his fiction. "She understood how to tap into a specificity of place while creating timeless tropes."

Although McQuiston writes from a nonbinary and queer perspective, they said Ephron's appeal has a strong hold on them nonetheless. "Her voice, the way she wrote dialogue, and romanticized the mundane in daily life, always resonated for me," McQuiston said.

McQuiston's next novel, they added, "is one of my most Nora-type books. It's going to be an epistolary novel."

Ephron is often cited as a major influence and mentor for many successful novelists, filmmakers and journalists today. 20th Century Fox


In the real world of corrosively partisan American politics and increasingly angry fault lines, Ephron seems more indispensable than ever, said the journalist Clara Bingham, whose new book, "The Movement," features selections from early in Ephron's journalism career, during the decade that culminated in 1973 with the Roe v. Wade decision. "She got how deep-seated misogyny is in the national psyche," Bingham said.

The writer Sloane Crosley -- on one occasion called "the millennial's Nora Ephron"-- agrees that Ephron would have been appalled, but not speechless, at the overturning of Roe v. Wade. "There's the scene in 'Heartburn,'" Crosley said, "where the husband of the woman Rachel's husband is in love with meets with her, and she says, 'Isn't it awful,' and he says, 'What's happening to this country.' It says so much about that period and gender dynamics and politics. An entire board of politics and feminism and heart just lights up when I think about Ephron."

Outside Cafe Luxembourg, the balmy weather enveloped Kaplan in a quintessentially Ephron fall, and the romantic nostalgia of "You've Got Mail" scented the air.

"Everywhere you look, fall has become like a national tribute to Nora," Kaplan said. "It reinforces her legacy and the renewed interest in her work. It makes me wish she could be here: She would have so much more to say."
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An Appraisal


Teri Garr Found the Soul in Memorable Ditsy Blondes

In "Tootsie," "After Hours" and other films, she played truly unhinged characters while also layering in sadness or drama.

Teri Garr in "Tootsie" (1982). Her character comes across as both nutty and deeply sane. Columbia Pictures, via Everett Collection



By Esther Zuckerman



Oct 29, 2024 at 07:01 PM

In "Tootsie," Teri Garr perfected the polite way to say you had a bad time at a party. Bidding a friend good night, her character, a struggling actress named Sandy, tells him, "It was a wonderful party, my date left with someone else, I had a lot of fun, do you have any seconal?"

She sounds sunny as she's saying all this and barely takes a breath. It's a master class in comedic despair.

Garr, who died on Tuesday at 79 from complications of multiple sclerosis, turned the neurotic basket case into an art form. On paper a Teri Garr role could be written off as a daffy blonde, but in her hands she gave these women depth and made them entrancingly funny.

Garr came from a show business family -- her father was a vaudevillian, and she arguably inherited that can-do spirit of performing. Though she had appeared in a number of television shows and films throughout the 1960s, including as a dancer in multiple Elvis flicks, she was introduced to most audiences in Mel Brooks's "Young Frankenstein" (1974, not currently streaming), playing Inga, the laboratory assistant to Gene Wilder's Frederick Frankenstein. (Don't mispronounce it.)

Brooks first presents her lying in the back of a hay wagon. She's beautiful and busty, but immediately lands her first punchline.

"Hello," she says seductively, in her ostensibly Transylvanian accent. "Would you like to have a roll in the hay?" Wilder pauses, taken aback by her apparent forward proposition. She interjects, brightly. "It's fun!" She starts flinging her body around, singing, "Roll, roll, roll in the hay." She doesn't mean the sexual innuendo -- or maybe she does.

Inga, like everyone else in "Young Frankenstein," is a stock character with a zany twist as Brooks plays with the tropes of classic horror. She's the sex symbol, of course, but it's also clear that Garr is in on the joke. She knows she's supposed to wiggle for the camera, and she does so with purpose, turning Inga's gasps and jumps into gags, never letting herself be window dressing while Wilder and more established performers like Cloris Leachman and Madeline Kahn have all the fun.

Despite the creepy goings-on in "Young Frankenstein," Inga is actually more calm and collected than many a Garr creation. Take Sandy in "Tootsie" (1982, available on major platforms), a part that won her an Oscar nomination for best supporting actress. She is a bundle of nerves, the quintessential stressed-out actress who never thinks she's good enough. But Sandy's pain, which Garr understands all too well, is that she actually has every reason to be as paranoid as she is.

After the party, she enlists her pal Michael Dorsey (Dustin Hoffman), another actor, to help her prepare for an audition for a soap opera. While she is eventually rejected for the part because she's not "right physically," Michael, knowing her fate, decides to dress as a woman and steal the role, becoming Dorothy Michaels and zipping to fame.

Sandy, who has been romantically entangled with Michael, suspects he is hiding something from her. When she gets too close to the truth of his cross-dressing TV stardom, he tries to throw her off with a different truth: that he's in love with another woman.

Garr stands up and lets out a piercing scream. She starts yelling at Michael as if finally letting out all of her bottled mania. "I never said 'I love you'; I don't care about 'I love you.' I read 'The Second Sex'; I read 'The Cinderella Complex'; I'm responsible for my own orgasm. I don't care!" she shouts, once again stuffing a million thoughts into one statement. "I just don't like to be lied to."


As she puts on her jacket to storm out, Garr plays it as if Sandy knows she's giving the greatest performance of her life, one rooted in real feeling, the kind she has trouble mustering onstage or in an audition room. She lets loose, her bangs quivering above her eyes as she challenges Michael, and while it would be tempting to label this the rantings of a nutty woman, you can't help but feel that she's actually the sanest person in the entire movie, someone who at least embraces her neuroses and insecurities.

This isn't to say that Garr couldn't play truly kooky when she wanted to. That's the beauty of her performance, just a few years later, in Martin Scorsese's "After Hours" (1985, also on major platforms). When her bar waitress Julie invites Griffin Dunne's hapless yuppie Paul to her apartment for a "TV dinner," she seems as if she might be a safe haven. He's soaked from the rain, stranded in SoHo and needs refuge.

Garr gives Julie a goofy sweetness at first as she puts on the Monkees and starts dancing. But there's a desperation just itching to get out, and when Paul makes a snide remark, she explodes. Suddenly her cheery disposition is gone, and she's on the verge of tears as she rants about "people today." It spirals as her own self-loathing trickles out, and she babbles about people who mock her and think she isn't smart. It's a little terrifying to Paul, and to us.

Still, there's an ultimate sadness about Julie, a lonely creature of the night who has tried to make her apartment a retro pink paradise with a rainbow on the cupboard, but who is ultimately consumed by her isolation. She is perhaps not the brightest bulb, but Garr realizes that the knowledge of that is destroying her.

Garr wasn't only funny -- just witness the pain in her eyes as the worried wife in "Close Encounters of the Third Kind" (1977, on major platforms). And yet she was a wonder as a comedian, putting her own spin on women who could easily be defined by stereotypes. She didn't so much try to subvert those stereotypes as mold them into something completely new. She did that with her wild eyes and easy physicality, but also by knowing that even ditsy blondes with low self-esteem shouldn't be underestimated.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/29/movies/teri-garr-tootsie-young-frankenstein.html
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Renovated Frick to Reopen in April 2025

After being closed since 2020 at its Gilded Age mansion on Fifth Avenue, the museum will welcome visitors with a new Vermeer show.

A rendering of a special exhibition gallery at the Frick Collection where a Vermeer show will be on display starting in June.  via Selldorf Architects



By Robin Pogrebin



Oct 30, 2024 at 06:12 PM

The Frick Collection, which relocated temporarily to the Breuer Building on Madison Avenue during a major renovation of its historic Fifth Avenue mansion, will reopen in April 2025, the museum announced on Wednesday.

"The whole house will come together in the public's mind in a way it never did," said Ian Wardropper, 73, who is stepping down next spring after 14 years as director.

The renovation -- designed by Selldorf Architects with Beyer Blinder Belle Architects and Planners as executive architect -- has reinstalled masterworks in new and restored spaces on the first floor and a new suite of galleries on the mansion's previously private second floor, which will open to the public for the first time.

"People are going to love being able to go upstairs and see the family rooms," Wardropper said.

(Axel Ruger, the secretary and chief executive of the Royal Academy of Arts in London, was announced as Wardropper's successor in September.)

The renovation prompted protest from some preservationists who objected to initial plans -- since revised -- to remove the museum's gated garden and later objected to the elimination of its 149-seat oval music room. (That room has been replaced by the 220-seat Stephen A. Schwarzman Auditorium.)

Vermeer's "Mistress and Maid" 1664-67, which will be part of "Vermeer's Love Letters," at the Frick. via The Frick Collection, photo by Joseph Coscia Jr.

Vermeer's "The Love Letter," circa 1669-70, from the Rijksmuseum, for the exhibition. via Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam


In June, the museum's new first-floor special exhibition galleries will present "Vermeer's Love Letters," which pairs the artist's "Mistress and Maid" which is owned by the Frick, with "Love Letter," from the Rijksmuseum, and "Woman Writing a Letter, With Her Maid," from the National Gallery of Ireland.

The museum's season will also include a special commission by the sculptor and ceramist Vladimir Kanevsky of porcelain flowers in tribute to the floral arrangements made for the Frick's original opening in 1935.

In late April, the Frick will present a weeklong festival of classical and contemporary music.

The Frick Art Research Library and its refurbished Reading Room will also reopen, with new entry points to the museum on multiple levels.

Wardropper said that the time in the Brutalist Breuer building helped the museum see its collection in fresh ways. "We learned from Frick Madison how powerful our early Italian pictures are when hung together," he said, adding that Rembrandt's self-portrait had new impact there on its own wall. (In the mansion, those early Italian paintings were grouped in the Enamels Room, and the Rembrandts hung together in the long West Gallery.)

The director of the Frick Collection, Ian Wardropper, with the architect Annabelle Selldorf. The renovations were designed by Selldorf Architects with Beyer Blinder Belle Architects and Planners as executive architect. via The Frick Collection, photo by Joseph Coscia Jr.


During the renovation, the Frick also lent many of its works for the first time -- including Spanish paintings to the Prado in Spain; two large J.M.W. Turner harbor scenes to the National Gallery of Art in London; and three portraits by James Abbott McNeill Whistler to the Musee d'Orsay in Paris. "We were able to make some loans which had never been lent before," Wardropper said. "We're going to get great loans in return."

As to whether the Frick would do more contemporary shows, akin to its acclaimed exhibition of the American painter Barkley L. Hendricks, Wardropper said the museum initially planned to "focus on the permanent collection and old masters."

"That's who we are, that's what we do really well," he added. "But we have projects in mind working with contemporary artists."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/30/arts/design/renovated-frick-reopening-april-2025.html
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Public Art Leader to Step Down

After steering the art program in Madison Square Park for 11 years, Brooke Kamin Rapaport is turning her focus to research on democracy and civic space.

"Whenever I've presented the program in Madison Square Park," said Brooke Kamin Rapaport, "I've always talked about a democratic context. That's become dire and urgent." Ellen Dubin 



By Hilarie M. Sheets



Oct 30, 2024 at 04:00 PM

Brooke Kamin Rapaport, a leader in public art who has steered the program in Madison Square Park in New York for the last 11 years, is stepping down at the end of December as artistic director and chief curator of the Madison Square Park Conservancy, the organization announced Wednesday. It also said its board has formed a committee to conduct an open call for her successor.

Rapaport, 62, said in an interview last week that she would be heading to the American Academy in Rome as a visiting scholar to advance independent research for a book investigating democracy, public art and civic space.

"It feels like the right time for me to pursue this research and writing," she said. "Whenever I've presented the program in Madison Square Park, I've always talked about a democratic context. That's become dire and urgent."

The announcement comes at the culmination of a busy 20th-anniversary year for the park's program, with the unveiling last week of Nicole Eisenman's  "Fixed Crane" -- the fourth commission this year -- followed by the convening of the conservancy's annual public art symposium and a party celebrating alumni.

"Brooke has really pushed the boundary on what we consider public art for a park," Holly Leicht, the conservancy's executive director, said, pointing to the caliber and diversity of artists. Leicht also credited Rapaport for a global consortium of 50 curators that she established in 2017 who meet monthly to examine "public art in a very rigorous way."

From left, the artists Cristina Iglesias, Teresita Fernandez and Shahzia Sikander with Brooke Kamin Rapaport, at a conservancy party last week. Landon Nordeman


Since 2013, Rapaport has tapped 22 artists, including Maya Lin, Teresita Fernandez, Erwin Redl, Abigail DeVille and Rose B. Simpson, to create ambitious projects in the 6.2-acre oasis rung by skyscrapers and traversed by some 60,000 visitors a day. Martin Puryear's 40-foot-high sculpture "Big Bling," presented in 2016, was the springboard to the artist's solo exhibition in 2019 at the Venice Biennale for the U.S. Pavilion. That Pavilion, organized by Rapaport, brought international prominence to the conservancy as the commissioning institution.

Max Hollein, the Metropolitan Museum's chief executive and director, who participated in a conservancy symposium, emphasized working in gallery versus outdoor public spaces. "Not only is Brooke someone who has a really good eye in selecting artists but she is also someone who can make things happen, especially important in the context of public art," he said in an interview. "You have to overcome all sorts of hurdles -- financial, logistical -- and mediate between artistic vision and the realities of a site."

Many artists chosen by Rapaport had never worked outdoors, including Diana Al-Hadid, Leonardo Drew, Josiah McElheney, Sheila Pepe and Arlene Shechet. For Shahzia Sikander, best known for two-dimensional works adapting the language of Indo-Persian miniatures to explore gender and identity, that leap of faith was a  game-changer.

"I hadn't had anyone take a chance on me," Sikander said.

She scaled up a feminine form into a pair of fierce allegorical figures projecting female autonomy and bridging race and culture. In 2023, one 18-foot figure, "Witness," sat on the park's lawn. The other sculpture, "NOW," is still on view on the rooftop of a nearby New York State Courthouse.

"Witness," co-commissioned with the Public Art University of Houston System, traveled to Texas, where it incited protests by an anti-abortion group in February. In July, someone beheaded the figure.

"We forget sometimes the power of a sculpture to bring forth vociferous perspective in people," Rapaport said. "It's essential to ensure that ongoing generations can also participate in public expression and creativity. Public art is at the forefront of that."
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A Celebrated Pianist's Final Recording, Made With His Son

Maurizio Pollini didn't think his farewell on disc would be an album of music by Schubert with his son, Daniele. Now, it serves as an emotional coda.

Maurizio Pollini, left, with his son, Daniele. Their new album of music by Schubert was recently released on Deutsche Grammophon. Cosimo Filippini/Deutsche Grammophon



By David Allen



Oct 29, 2024 at 04:20 PM

The pianist Maurizio Pollini was still exploring, right to the end.

Throughout his long partnership with Deutsche Grammophon, Pollini, who died in March at the age of 82, offered invariably accomplished, intellectually alert recordings of repertoire including Bach and Chopin, Schoenberg and Boulez. In his twilight, he rethought music that he had recorded before, not least the last five sonatas of Beethoven -- works with which he had previously confirmed his stature in the 1970s, in versions that still sound strikingly modern today.

Pollini's last recording, which was recently released, bids a somewhat surprising farewell. Dedicated to Schubert, it marks a welcome return to a composer whose music Pollini had not taped since the 1980s. But what makes the program so remarkably poignant is that Pollini is joined by his son, Daniele. Each musician first plays a solo work: Maurizio, a taut rendition of the Piano Sonata in G; Daniele, a shapely set of the "Moments Musicaux." Then, father and son share a single instrument in a concluding, breathtakingly direct interpretation of the Fantasie in F minor, for four hands.


And so Maurizio Pollini's discography ends with one of the bleaker cadences in music, confronting tragedy without flinching. The recording was not intended to be valedictory, though. Made in Munich in June 2022, the Schubert was one of several studio projects that Pollini still had in mind, among them the second book of Bach's "The Well-Tempered Clavier."

Instead, the sessions were an opportunity for father and son to work together. It was only their third time doing so. In 2016, they recorded a two-piano piece, "En Blanc et Noir," as a coda to Pollini's recording of the second book of Debussy's "Preludes." Before that, Daniele Pollini had conducted his father in Beethoven's "Emperor" Concerto, in a filmed performance that made the elder Pollini particularly proud.


"Normally, Deutsche Grammophon is not too happy about entire performances out there on YouTube when there are recordings in the catalog of the same repertoire," said Ute Fesquet, the executive producer of the Schubert album and a longtime Pollini collaborator. "That had to stay on YouTube. He insisted."

Speaking through an Italian translator, Daniele Pollini discussed the new Schubert album in an interview. Here are edited excerpts from the conversation.

How did this recording come about?

I had this idea to propose to my father a disc dedicated to Schubert's four-hand piano works. My father surprised me to some extent, because he came up with the slightly different idea of combining Schubert's solo works with four-hand works, in this case the Fantasie. My father's idea was to combine different genres to create a record that could stimulate the listener with the great variety which is contained in Schubert's piano works.

Why not just do the works for four hands?

Neither my father nor I had much experience with four-hand works. We did have experience in an informal way, but in-depth study of a four-hand work was a novelty for both of us.

Did you play together with him like this when you were growing up, perhaps later on as well?

Maybe it happened more often when I was a boy, that we played two pianos. For example, I remember doing some informal sessions of concertos with my father, in which I was playing the piano part, and my father was accompanying me in the orchestral part. And then I remember sight-reading with my father, but that's it.

What was it like to study a work with your father?

Initially we studied the Fantasie separately, then quite early on we did some readings of the piece together, and we talked about the piece itself and about Schubert. Then we continued with individual studies, then starting two months before the recording, we did a lot of practice together.

The Pollinis did not have much experience with four-hand piano repertoire before studying Schubert's Fantasie in F minor together. Cosimo Filippini/Deutsche Grammophon


Did you have a similar understanding of the Fantasie before you talked about it together?

Absolutely. We had ideas about the piece that were very much compatible, even though each of us contributed our own reading. There are many exceptional aspects of the Fantasie, but one aspect in particular, which kills any potential doubt about Schubert's ability to create complex and extended forms: the form itself. On the one hand, it doesn't have any rigid scheme, but on the other hand it really is perfect. Another aspect that is interesting is the piano writing, which is very original, because Schubert exploits having four hands to create sonorities that would not be possible with a solo pianist. This creates a work that has an orchestral dimension.

Tell me about the other works on the recording.

Each of the "Moments Musicaux" is individually very successful, despite the fact that the writing is very simple. But the most interesting fact is not so much that individually they are so good, but that if you put them together, you get a really effective journey that culminates in this melancholic ending.

And the sonata? How did your father think about Schubert as a composer?

Schubert was a very important composer for my father. He loved him very much, even beyond his piano works. People tend to think of Schubert as a lyrical, poetic composer, which to some extent is true. But my father and I thought that Schubert had something beyond that. His expressive range was remarkable. He could be tragic, he could be angry, he could be tempestuous. This is an aspect of him that certainly needs to be appreciated.

Was recording the Fantasie an emotional experience? Did you have the sense that this could be his last recording?

No, no. It's true that this is a very tragic piece, not exactly the kind of piece that expresses flamboyant happiness. But at the time we were very far away from the idea that my father could pass away, so the context in which we recorded it was very far from the situation that we are in today.

My understanding is that your mother was a pianist, too. Was it inevitable that you would be a pianist as well?

No, especially because my passion for music came relatively late. I don't see myself chiefly as a pianist. In recent years, I have worked more at composition. But of course, my family milieu gave me stimuli. Initially, I was drawn more toward visual arts, and painting in particular. My interest in music came around age 11. I think an important aspect of my education was that I grew up in a context in which there was a coexistence between interest and love for the art of the past and also a great openness to more contemporary forms of art. It's not something to be taken for granted.

People listening to your father often remarked on his technical abilities. How did he think about that as he got older, and maybe could not play in the same way as he could before? Was it an opportunity to think differently about the music?

I didn't discuss this with my father, so I cannot give an exact answer, but there is one thing I can say. Despite his extraordinary capabilities, the technical aspect was never for him the center of his art, and even less the end of his art. What he tried to do, until the very end, was to put his ideas into practice, to the best of his ability.

Anna Momigliano contributed reporting.
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Extra Extra!
The End Times, Onscreen

When the world as we know it ends in films and on television, newspapers are often used to convey what was known in those final days.

Video: 



By Maya Salam



Oct 29, 2024 at 09:00 AM

Alien invasions, viruses, zombies, meteors, natural or human-caused catastrophes. When the end is nigh in apocalyptic, dystopian, disaster or horror films and television shows, there is often a distinct moment that offers audiences a glimpse of what was known in those last days before civilization was forever changed: the front pages of newspapers.

Sometimes the camera lingers on the page, allowing us to read headlines that telegraph the scramble to make sense of unprecedented events. Other times, blink and you'll miss it.

In some instances, these front pages are the last ones printed in the before-times; in others, humanity endures in the end, though it is certainly transformed.

The pivotal disaster might have been long past. Or perhaps it's only the beginning of the end.



'Men in Black' (1997)

Alien threats endanger Earth.

Video: 




'12 monkeys' (1996)

A deadly virus takes over the world.






'Shaun of the Dead' (2004)

A zombie outbreak ravages a British town, and beyond.






Early in "Shaun of the Dead," Edgar Wright and Simon Pegg's zombie horror-comedy, we see Shaun (Pegg) on autopilot during his morning routine. At his corner shop, he quickly does a double-take at the spread of newspapers on the counter. "Mutilated Remains," one headline reads. Others announce, "Mystery Virus Claims More Lives," "GM Crops Blamed" and simply "Havoc." Outside, emergency vehicles whiz by.

The next morning, Shaun, hung-over and oblivious, finds an empty counter in the same shop. "Nelson," he calls to the owner, "have you got any papers?"

Newspaper have long been used as a device across all genres to quickly communicate information to the viewer, but in the end times, the information has a special weight -- not only signaling how the precipitating events were covered by the news media, but also offering a glimpse of a future without trusted information, or any information at all. Survivors are usually left to cobble together scattershot transmissions and rely on leaps of faith.

In the opening sequence of "Day of the Dead" -- the third installment in George A. Romero's "Night of the Living Dead" series, which takes place years after a zombie apocalypse has ravaged society -- we see a town in shambles and a couple of survivors calling for others through a megaphone. Amid blowing trash and cash is a newspaper that flips open to a dramatic headline: "The Dead Walk!"

A deeper look at the page reveals more, including "Whereabouts of President Unknown" and "C.I.A. at a Loss for Explanations."

Romero has described the movie as a "tragedy about how a lack of human communication causes chaos and collapse."



'Children of Men' (2006)

Global infertility threatens survival.






'WALL-E' (2008)

The planet becomes a wasteland of garbage.

Video: 




'The Mummy's Ghost' (1944)

An ancient curse puts lives at risk.






'28 days later' (2002)

A "rage virus" devastates the population.






Danny Boyle's zombie horror film "28 Days Later" begins with Jim (Cillian Murphy) waking from a coma in a hospital bed. Alone, he realizes something terrible has happened while he was unconscious. Shuffling through a vacant London in hospital scrubs, he sifts through garbage and debris, collecting now-meaningless cash.

Amid the detritus, a final issue of The London Evening Standard flutters. "EVACUATION!" the front-page headline reads. Below, a bulleted list gives him an idea of what transpired: "Mass exodus of British people causes global chaos"; "Military ordered 'shoot to kill'"; "Chaos at all London airports," "Food supplies run out as shops close."


In John Krasinski's alien horror film "A Quiet Place," which begins a few months after extraterrestrial creatures that hunt by sound have killed most people on Earth, a family is silently scavenging for medication in what once was a pharmacy. As they tiptoe out, a broken newspaper rack reveals the last New York Post headline: "It's Sound!"

Later, in the basement of the family's home, where a makeshift communications hub has been set up, we see more news clippings about the invasion: "They Can Hear You: What You Need to Know to Survive" and "GET UNDERGROUND."



'A Quiet Place' (2018)

Sound-hunting space monsters decimate humankind.

Video: 




'Little Shop of Horrors' (1986)

A carnivorous plant puts humanity at risk.






'Don't Look Up' (2021)

A comet annihilates Earth.






Newspapers survive in a tangible way, unlike the final broadcasts on television and radio, which are also frequent tropes in the genre. And in post-apocalyptic worlds where power grids are largely nonexistent, digital trails also vaporize. There will probably be no screenshots to communicate society's unraveling. 

One film that does primarily rely on social media and online news for its headlines is "Don't Look Up," Adam McKay's political satire about our era of digital distraction and misinformation as a planet-killing meteor hurtles toward Earth. Revelations of Earth's demise get chewed up and spit out alongside everything else in the 24/7 news cycle. Among the few printed pages we see is a cover of Pro Sports World magazine with the headline: "The End Is Near: Will There Be a Super Bowl?"


Not that long ago, most American households picked up a newspaper daily or had one delivered. In 1990, the average combined weekday circulation of newspapers in the United States was more than 63 million; by 2021, that number had dwindled to about 24 million. In 2005 there were roughly 9,000 newspapers, about 3,000 of which have since folded.

So as fewer newspapers land on our neighbors' doorsteps and as newsstands become obsolete, seeing front pages onscreen is almost as anachronistic as it is nostalgic -- even if the news is that the undead are walking among us.

Video: 

The question posed in "The Stand," a 2020 CBS miniseries based on the Stephen King novel.

Photos via United Film Distribution Company ("Day of the Dead"); Columbia Pictures ("Men in Black"); Universal Pictures ("12 Monkeys"); Rogue Pictures ("Shaun of the Dead"); Universal Pictures ("Children of Men"); Pixar/Disney ("WALL-E"); Universal Pictures ("The Mummy's Ghost"); Fox Searchlight Pictures ("28 Days Later"); Paramount Pictures ("A Quiet Place"); Warner Bros. ("Little Shop of Horrors"); Netflix ("Don't Look Up"); Paramount+ ("The Stand")

Produced by Tala Safie and Jolie Ruben
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Ella Emhoff, Second Daughter of New York's Downtown

The stepdaughter of Vice President Kamala Harris, Ms. Emhoff has largely made a name for herself in New York's creative scenes, far from Beltway politics.

Ella Emhoff has had her moments in the spotlight since her stepmother became vice president. But the friends and collaborators who make up her social life in New York say not much has changed. Bryan Bedder/Getty Images



By Madison Malone Kircher



Oct 28, 2024 at 09:00 AM

"How can you be 'childless' when you have cutie pie kids like Cole and I," Ella Emhoff, Vice President Kamala Harris's stepdaughter, posted on Instagram over the summer.

Ms. Emhoff, 25, was responding to years-old criticism by JD Vance, the Republican candidate for vice president, who in an interview on Fox News once claimed the country was run by "childless cat ladies" like Ms. Harris, who had no stake in its future.

It was a rare instance of entering the political fray for Ms. Emhoff, who has not shied away from the spotlight since Ms. Harris took office, but has largely made a name for herself far from the Beltway.

A textile artist and knitwear designer by profession -- and a fixture of the New York fashion world and the city's downtown scenes -- Ms. Emhoff is, to some, a person of fascination who may seem a bit out of place when the C-SPAN cameras pan to her in a group of Washington Democrats. To others, she's a familiar face at runway shows and parties, who just happens to have Secret Service in tow.

Some who encounter her in New York are surprised to learn she has any connection to the vice president.

Ms. Emhoff walked in a show this New York Fashion Week for Eckhaus Latta, a downtown indie label. Thomas McCarty


She attended an after-party for the Met Gala in 2021, along with Julia Garner, Megan Rapinoe and Sharon Stone. Krista Schlueter for The New York Times


Liz Chick, the founder of RecCreate Collective, a creative space in Brooklyn, reached out to Ms. Emhoff earlier this year to ask if Ms. Emhoff was interested in hosting her knitting club, Soft Hands, at the venue. She knew Ms. Emhoff as a model and an artist with almost half a million followers on Instagram -- but was missing one key, biographical detail.

When she sent the flier she had made for the knitting event to her partner, "He was like, 'You're doing an event with Ella Emhoff?' And I was like, 'How do you know who Ella Emhoff is?'" she said. (He filled her in.)

The position Ms. Emhoff has occupied over the last four years -- famous but only sort of, close to politics but largely silent on partisan matters -- isn't terribly unusual for a first, or second, child of Washington. But in Ms. Emhoff, some see the reflection of a cultural milieu not often represented on the national political stage.

The Miu Miu Moment

Ms. Emhoff's rise began on Inauguration Day, when she appeared alongside her brother, Cole Emhoff, wearing a plaid Miu Miu coat, standing out amid a sea of dark wool coats.

Her physical presence -- Ms. Emhoff is a self-described "bad" former high school basketball player a head taller than her stepmother -- stood out, too.

Online, some observers said they saw another "artsy" young person like themselves. Others saw a style icon in the making. And some New Yorkers with a sense of hyperlocality began referring to her as the "first daughter of Bushwick," the Brooklyn neighborhood known for its bohemian-ish, hipster residents.

At the time, Ms. Emhoff was studying at the New School's Parsons School of Design, where she graduated with a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in May 2021. For her senior thesis exhibition, she presented an array of knitted and crocheted pieces fabricated with candy-colored yarn, like a peach and lavender bonnet with floppy dog ears.

"Color and childlike wonder is being contrasted with the reality of the childhood that I am trying to recreate for myself now as I grow," she wrote in an artist's statement.

Ms. Emhoff is the daughter of Doug and Kerstin Emhoff, an entertainment lawyer and a Hollywood producer. Ms. Emhoff and her brother are named for the musicians John Coltrane and Ella Fitzgerald and were raised in Los Angeles. Ms. Emhoff graduated from the Wildwood School, a private high school, in 2017.

Her parents divorced in 2009 and Mr. Emhoff married Ms. Harris five years later in 2014, making her stepmother to Mr. Emhoff's two children.

In their new, blended home, Ms. Harris, then the attorney general of California, became known as "Momala."

Ms. Emhoff's first big moment in the national spotlight was at the inauguration of President Biden in January 2021. In a sea of dark winter coats, her Miu Miu ensemble caught widespread attention. Pool photo by Win McNamee


In interviews, Ms. Emhoff and her brother have shared anecdotes about the transitional early years after their parents split, when their father -- who acknowledged following tabloid coverage this summer that he had an affair during his first marriage -- moved into an apartment and struggled to learn to cook.

The two siblings have spoken positively about the relationship between their mother, their father and Ms. Harris.

"They have good communication between the three of them," Ms. Emhoff told The New York Times in 2021. "They are really a unit, like a three-person parenting squad."

In the same conversation with The Times, the siblings also expressed surprise at seeing their parents on the national stage. Cole Emhoff, who graduated from Colorado College in 2017 and works in film, has maintained a lower profile than his sister over the last four years. Ms. Harris officiated his wedding last year.

For Ms. Emhoff, however, that change has come with a boost in visibility for herself and her creative projects -- and with heightened scrutiny.

Batsheva Hay, the designer who made the custom dress Ms. Emhoff wore under her coat on Inauguration Day, recalled how many people wrote to her congratulating her for dressing the second daughter.

"It was just such a big moment," Ms. Hay said in a phone interview. "It really also made me think, I couldn't imagine what it was like for her." After the inauguration, Ms. Hay said, Ms. Emhoff "exploded."

(Ms. Emhoff, through a representative, declined to be interviewed for this article.)

Downtown to D.N.C.

After her inauguration appearance Ms. Emhoff, then 21, signed a contract with IMG Models, one of the world's most prestigious modeling agencies. About a month later she made her runway debut at a virtual event for Proenza Schouler during New York Fashion Week. Since then, she has walked runways for designers including Prabal Gurung, Balenciaga and Miu Miu, fronted brand campaigns and attended a Met Gala.

(A spokesperson for IMG Models wrote in an email that Ms. Emhoff is no longer represented by the agency. In June of this year, she signed with United Talent Agency.)

This fashion week in New York, she attended about a dozen runway shows -- walking in some, sitting front row in others -- and was spotted at parties for J. Crew and Refinery29.

 Bebeto Matthews/Associated Press

 via Balenciaga

 Jp Yim/Getty Images

 Paul Morigi/Getty Images

Clockwise from top left, Ms. Emhoff modeling Prabal Gurung's spring 2023 collection; Balenciaga's haute couture fall 2021 collection; Coach's fall 2025 collection and at Vogue World: New York in 2022. Clockwise from top left, Bebeto Matthews/Associated Press; via Balenciaga; Paul Morigi/Getty Images; Jp Yim/Getty Images

She was fresh off another big moment in the political spotlight. Just a couple weeks earlier, she had attended the Democratic National Convention, where she posted updates each day on Instagram culminating in her taking the stage to introduce Ms. Harris.

"Kamala came into my life when I was 14 -- famously a very easy time for a teenager," Ms. Emhoff said in her speech, standing alongside Meena Harris, Ms. Harris's niece, and Helena Hudlin, Ms. Harris's goddaughter.

"Like a lot of young people, I didn't always understand what I was feeling, but no matter what, Kamala was there for me," Ms. Emhoff said. "She was patient, caring and always took me seriously. She's never stopped listening to me, and she's not going to stop listening to all of us."

Once again, Ms. Emhoff's presence seemed to draw outsize attention -- this time from conservative voices like Charlie Kirk and from right-wing social media accounts, which shared photos of her and called her "weird."

"We have seen brutal attacks from the right when Democrats have had children in the White House and in particular, daughters," said Alexis Coe, a presidential historian and author of the George Washington biography "You Never Forget Your First," citing Chelsea Clinton and the Obamas.

Ms. Emhoff, who has spoken about her tattoos and body hair making her somewhat atypical in the modeling space, does not meet certain conservative beauty standards, Ms. Coe added.

The attention, both good and bad, has not changed her, say people who know Ms. Emhoff personally. "She is still the same cool, nice, normal person," said Hunter Abrams, a photographer who met Ms. Emhoff after Ms. Harris became vice president.

She's often spotted around New York with other creatives, including the cult beanie-maker Bailey Goldberg, with whom she attended a Charli XCX concert at Madison Square Garden last month in a private box. Her friend group includes artist and fashion types -- like the Washington Post critic Rachel Tashjian, whose wedding she attended in 2022 with her then-boyfriend, the GQ writer Sam Hine -- as well as people from before her stepmother became vice president, like Fifi Hodgkinson, a fellow Parsons graduate and a roommate of Ms. Emhoff's. (Ms. Hodgkinson did not make herself available for an interview for this piece.)

Those who have encountered Ms. Emhoff in her New York sphere, say she's easygoing and approachable.

"She's just very relaxed and low key," said Ms. Hay who collaborated with Ms. Emhoff on a knitwear line in April 2021. "I don't get the sense that she desires so much attention," she added. (Ms. Hay also noted, perhaps dissonantly, that their collaboration was covered by Vogue. She and Ms. Emhoff served as the models.)

In other words: someone who may be useful in getting out the Harris campaign's message.

On the final night of the Democratic National Convention in August, Ms. Emhoff took the stage alongside Meena Harris, Vice President Kamala Harris's niece, center, and Helena Hudlin, Ms. Harris's goddaughter. Ruth Fremson/The New York Times


A Political Role

Unlike some children of presidents, like the Bush daughters, Ms. Emhoff's personal life has made few national headlines. She has appeared to be a team player when it comes to Ms. Harris and the national Democratic platform.

Still, she has caught some backlash, including once again from the right wing, when last November she briefly posted a link on Instagram for the Palestinian Children's Relief Fund. In March, she also shared a link to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency after the Biden administration had paused funding to the organization, after a dozen of its employees were accused by Israel of participating in the Oct. 7 attacks.

In an email, a White House spokeswoman told The Times that Ms. Emhoff "was not aware of the pause in funding by the administration when the link was posted. Once Ella was aware of the pause in funding, she removed the link."

Ms. Emhoff grew up in an "interfaith household with both Jewish and Christian traditions," the spokeswoman added. "She does not identify with a particular faith."

Historically, the roles of children of politicians -- particularly those close to the White House -- have varied widely.

"Some prefer to live quiet lives outside of the limelight," said Ms. Coe, the presidential historian. "We see them at state dinners, in the background, at birthday celebrations, but they're making a concerted effort to be a footnote in history."

But others take a more active position. That can mean working salaried jobs in the White House, like some of the Trump or Roosevelt children, Ms. Coe added.

As the Harris campaign enters its final stretch before Election Day, Ms. Emhoff has been ramping up her political involvement once again.

Last month, she appeared alongside her father in Brooklyn, where Mr. Emhoff was hosting a campaign fund-raiser at a bowling alley.

"I love when I get to see Ella on the campaign trail," Mr. Emhoff captioned a selfie of the pair on Instagram.

"I do think that she could play a larger role and very steadily become a diplomatic instrument of the potential Harris administration," Ms. Coe said of Ms. Emhoff.

Weeks after the Brooklyn event, her father posted a video of Ms. Emhoff offering advice about mail-in voting. "My biggest message is reach out to your peers," she said in the clip.

These days, there's a voter registration link in her Instagram bio.

Misty White Sidell contributed reporting. Alain Delaqueriere contributed research.
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	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Not Just Any Old Warehouse

Ricky Choi, a co-founder of Nice Laundry, was frustrated by how fulfillment centers handled his brand's socks and underwear. So he started a new kind of packaging firm for chic labels.

Olga Sanchez, an Outerspace employee, prepares to pack candles at the company's warehouse in Carlstadt, N.J.



By Steven Kurutz



Oct 23, 2024 at 01:50 PM

It wasn't enough for Ricky Choi, the co-founder of the clothing company Nice Laundry, to make high-quality socks, underwear and lounge attire. He wanted to deliver those goods in sturdy, chic packages, something his customers would appreciate and remember.

In its first years, Nice Laundry, a direct-to-consumer brand, hired a third-party warehouse and shipped its socks in a simple drawstring bag. Then Mr. Choi and his partners hit on the idea of sending customers an array of socks in an attractive container. A shopper could choose, say, 18 different socks from the company website and "build a box."

A fine idea, in theory. But to meet the standards Mr. Choi and his team had in mind, a warehouse worker would have had to select from 300 sock styles before packing up the assortments ordered by Nice Laundry's customers. The facility turned down the business, noting it would have had to reconfigure its entire operation to pull off such a task.

So Mr. Choi decided to build a new kind of warehouse.

Ricky Choi, the chief executive officer of Outerspace, at the firm's warehouse in New Jersey. Graham Dickie/The New York Times


Outerspace assigns workers to each brand that uses its warehouse space. Graham Dickie/The New York Times


He rented a 1,500-square-foot storage unit in Paterson, N.J., and removed the walls. He and his employees reported there each morning, rather than to an office.

Next, the brand brought in customer service workers. When shoppers contacted Nice Laundry with a question about shipping or an order change, they received an immediate response from someone on the floor.

"We just kept asking, 'What more can we do?'" Mr. Choi, 39, said.

Soon, Nice Laundry moved to a larger warehouse and installed a photography studio. It added embroidery machines and taught its workers how to monogram.

"If you lived in a 200-mile radius and placed an order at 11 a.m. for a set of monogrammed socks, you would receive it the next day," Mr. Choi said. "Massive competitive advantage."

It wasn't long before other brands took notice and asked Nice Laundry to handle their fulfillment needs. Thus was born Outerspace, a spinoff business dedicated to the kind of warehousing Mr. Choi had in mind.

Headquartered next to Teterboro Airport in an industrial area of New Jersey, and with five warehouses across North America, Outerspace aims to set itself apart from its competitors as the "high touch" fulfillment center for chic brands.

An Outerspace truck. Graham Dickie/The New York Times

An assortment of Nice Laundry items. Graham Dickie/The New York Times


Its clients include Aime Leon Dore, Hill House Home and STATE Bags, all of which can offer custom options like made-to-order monogramming and engraving.

"As soon as e-commerce arrived, the actual delivery experience became a fundamental part of the customer experience," said Mr. Choi, who is also chief executive of Outerspace. "Is it coming quickly? Does it look nice when it arrives? It put a lot of stress on this one part of the supply chain that had been trucks and pallets for such a long time."

For brands that don't have their own brick-and-mortar stores, logistics is destiny -- the difference between maintaining or losing customers. Plenty of popular TikTok videos critique how small businesses package their orders.

Now, five years after its founding, Outerspace is venturing beyond logistics by creating its own magazine, Outerspace Journal, with the help of a former Conde Nast editor.

"Rather than a pamphlet you send in the mail, I turned it on its head and said, 'Let's make it a magazine,'" said Zachary Weiss, Outerspace's head of brand. "I wanted this product to confuse people: Are they a warehouse provider or is this a consumer brand?"

The debut issue features a cover image by the noted photographer Henry Leutwyler. An article headlined "Five Things You Probably Don't Know About Shipping Out Orders -- But Should" presents a lively account of the business.

Socks going through embroidery machines at the Outerspace warehouse. Graham Dickie/The New York Times


Graciela Bravo, an Outerspace employee, processing returns. Graham Dickie/The New York Times


"We all use distribution warehouses," said Yolanda Edwards, who is a former creative director of Conde Nast Traveler and advised the publication. "We just don't know what they're like. I like the idea of taking something deeply unsexy and making it cool."

Outerspace may be the only warehouse firm that has its own fragrance, Lunar Rain, which it sends to select clients. And in collaboration with the French workwear brand Le Mont Saint Michel, it made a limited edition of chore coats that it has given to select employees and clients but does not sell to the public.

Abbott Stark, the co-founder of Ogee, an organic skin care line that uses Outerspace, praised its handling of the company's products.

"We use this sustainable, recycled crinkle wrap," Mr. Stark said. "When we're doing our gift set assemblies, the gift tissue is folded a certain way, with a sticker. At every level of the package, we want to show this precision and care."

For Hill House Home, Outerspace set itself apart from other warehouses by handling surges when new products were released in drops.

"We'll have tens of thousands of orders a day," said Nell Diamond, Hill House's chief executive. "We were looking for a partner who could not only support the orders, but get them out in a timely manner -- and beautifully wrapped."

Outerspace goods include a perfume, a bag, a jar of soil made from composted cardboard, a magazine and ... Graham Dickie/The New York Times

... a chore coat (as worn by the Outerspace head of brand Zachary Weiss) made in collaboration with the French label Le Mont Saint Michel. Graham Dickie/The New York Times


On a recent afternoon, Mr. Choi and Mr. Weiss led a tour of the company's 140,000-square-foot facility in New Jersey. It looked much like any warehouse, except for the embroidery and engraving equipment along one wall. Pearl-snap shirts monogrammed with various college logos, sold by a brand called Criquet, had recently been run through the line.

Employees used the laser cutters to engrave personal messages onto metal tokens for Wander Club, a company that sells the trinkets to people who want to commemorate their travels.

Gesturing toward the floor-to-ceiling shelves, Mr. Choi estimated there were 150,000 products in the building. Each brand, he added, had a dedicated space, as well as workers who focus on that label.

"We want this to feel like your own warehouse," he said. "Except you don't have to take on a bunch of debt, you don't have to sign a lease, you don't have to manage an industrial work force."

With 400 employees, Outerspace is now bigger than Nice Laundry.

"By a lot," Mr. Choi said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/23/style/outerspace-nice-laundry-ricky-choi.html
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Flocking To


Cornwall Is England's Most Magical County. Here's Where to Go.

Locals recommend the area's best pies, wild gardens and coastal footpaths.

The granite cliffs of Land's End, the most westerly point of mainland England. 



By Kate Maxwell



Oct 25, 2024 at 04:20 PM

T's monthly travel series, Flocking To, highlights places you might already have on your wish list, sharing tips from frequent visitors and locals alike. Sign up here to find us in your inbox once a month, along with our weekly roundup of cultural recommendations, monthly beauty guides and the latest stories from our print issues. Have a question? You can always reach us at tmagazine@nytimes.com.



Cornwall, England's craggy southwestern tip is laden with myth and legend: Mermaids are said to have lured villagers into the sea here and piskies, a mischievous tribe of fairies, to skip across the area's wind-whipped moors. Its real-life history includes Neolithic standing stones and the 13th-century Tintagel Castle, built on the cliff-top site where King Arthur was thought to have been conceived. No wonder the county has provided creative inspiration for hundreds of years. "Artists have been drawn to Cornwall since the time of [J.M.W.] Turner [in the 1800s] because of the natural light and the outstanding beauty of the landscape," says Anne Barlow, the director of the Tate St. Ives art gallery.

The remote, rural county, about 250 miles southwest of London, continues to attract creative people, although today they're more likely to be working for a fashion label or design agency than painting seascapes. Cornwall has one of England's largest number of B Corps -- businesses that meet high social and environmental standards -- after London: All this innovation means that many young Cornish people now return to the county after university instead of heading to London or Bristol. Still, the county's desirability as a vacation destination, which rocketed during the Covid pandemic when international travel restrictions forced Brits to rediscover the bounty in their own backyards, has pushed up property prices in many areas, causing tension with locals, leading Cornwall's roads and seaside towns to become choked in the summer months.

Come in October and you'll find a different scene. "The maddening crowds have gone, the sea is the perfect temperature for swimming, the blackberries are out and the landscape is all rust colors," says Frieda Gormley, a co-founder of the homewares brand House of Hackney. It's the best time for surfing, too: "You start to get those autumn swells," says Tom Kay of the outdoor clothing line Finisterre.

Rent a car and you can easily explore Cornwall's peninsula in a single trip, taking in its wild Atlantic coast, with rocky headlands and wide, white beaches, and more sheltered southern coast, known for its fishing villages, sandy coves and estuaries, as well as the brooding landscape in between. Better still, lace up your hiking boots and hit the South West Coast Path, lined, at this time of year, with gorse and heather. "It's really cozy to be out in a bracing wind on a cliff top and then go to a tiny pub with a wood-burning stove," says Barlow. Here, Barlow, Gormley, Kay and the chef Jude Kereama, all of whom live and work in Cornwall, share their favorite places in the county.


The Insiders




Anne Barlow is the director of Tate St. Ives and has lived in St. Ives since 2017.




Frieda Gormley, a co-founder of the interiors brand House of Hackney, moved from East London to the 11th-century Castle of Trematon in Cornwall six years ago. The castle's lodge is available to rent on Airbnb during certain weeks of the year.




Tom Kay is the founder of Finisterre, an outerwear and adventure brand based in St. Agnes. He has lived in the town since starting the company there in 2003.




Jude Kereama, originally from New Zealand, is the owner and head chef of the modern British-Asian restaurants Kota and Kota Kai in Porthleven.

Illustrations by Richard Pedaline



Sleep

Left: Cliff Cottage, a former fish cellar at Porth-en-Alls Prussia Cove, near Penzance, sleeps 12. A private path leads from the house to Bessy's Cove, a stony beach where visitors can swim and explore the rock pools. Right: A room at the Gurnard's Head, a dining pub with rooms on a remote coastal road between St. Ives and St. Just. Sandra Mickiewicz


"We've been staying at Porth-en-Alls Prussia Cove every summer since we moved to Cornwall. It's an estate near Penzance, made up of old farmhouses and fishermens' cottages, where time has stood still." (Rooms from about $335 a night)

"The Gurnard's Head, on a wild peninsula near Zennor, is also very charming. It's a turmeric-painted pub with rooms, and the owner was trained at Ballymaloe House Hotel in Ireland [famous for its cooking school and restaurant], so the food is fantastic." (Rooms from about $220 a night) -- Frieda Gormley

"The interiors by the hotelier and designer Olga Polizzi at Hotel Tresanton are wonderfully done, the food's brilliant -- it's got a great British menu using seasonal ingredients -- and there are lots of little touches like Wellington boots and rain jackets just in case." (Rooms from about $445 a night)

"On the north coast, not far from Cornwall's airport, Watergate Bay Hotel is phenomenal for families, and they've just hired a Michelin-starred chef, Chris Eden, who's a friend of mine." (Rooms from about $290 a night) -- Jude Kereama

"You can feel Cornwall's smuggling history at the Driftwood Spars in St. Agnes. The building was constructed in the 1650s from wooden beams salvaged from shipwrecks and had many other lives before it became a hotel in the early 1900s, including as a tin-mining warehouse and a sail-making loft. The pub downstairs serves its own home-brewed beer, and you can walk right out onto the coastal path." (Rooms from about $145 a night) -- Tom Kay



Eat and Drink

Left: The restaurant at Crocadon Farm, near Saltash, which serves organic or regenerative produce grown on the farm and bread made in its bakery. Right: A dish at the Ship Inn. The pub hovers over the sea wall at Porthleven and hosts traditional shanty singers. Sandra Mickiewicz


"We're lucky to live very close to a place in Saltash called Crocadon Farm, a restaurant, bakery, pottery studio and cafe, which Dan Cox, a former head chef of Fera at Claridge's in London, took over about seven years ago and opened to the public in 2023. He grows nearly everything from scratch, and [serves] organic and regeneratively sourced food. Get the tasting menu, which includes pairings with alcohol or homemade cordials. You can buy the plates at the little shop there -- I often give them as presents.

"We also love the Hidden Hut, a shack on Porthcurnick Beach that does stews, chowders and incredible fish curries." -- F.G.

"The bar Schooners, right on the seafront in St. Agnes, does homemade pizza -- I had a really good anchovy one the last time I was there -- and Verdant craft beer, which is brewed locally. I like to drop in after being in the sea with my kids.

"The Taphouse, in the middle of St. Agnes, is a little bar with a great menu that's always rammed -- I like the poke bowls.

"You can get super fresh mussels and beer at the Mussel Shoal -- an alfresco shack with a chalkboard menu on the harbor at Porthleven." -- T.K.

"My favorite Cornish pasties are at Ann's Pasties. The dough is half-flaky and half-short, so it gives this crispy texture that holds the ingredients really well.

"The Ship Inn in Porthleven is an old-time pub right on the sea. The room itself, decorated with shipping paraphernalia, is glorious. There are shanty singers, and you can see the waves crashing over the sea walls through the windows when the weather's stormy. It serves simple Cornish pub fare like fish pie, as well as excellent crab nachos.

"Bruce Rennie is a one-man band with impeccable training, and he cooks some of the best, most original food I've ever eaten at the Shore in Penzance [closed in October; reopens November]. His Chawanmushi -- Japanese egg custard -- with smoked eel tastes like bacon and eggs." -- J.K.



Shop

Left: The former tin-mining town of Lostwithiel is Cornwall's antiques capital, with a range of shops selling Georgian and Victorian finds. Right: At Otter Surfboards in Truro, you can commission a handmade board from sustainable, locally grown timber, or make your own in a five-day workshop. Sandra Mickiewicz


"You can make your own surfboard out of a piece of local wood in a week at Otter Surfboards in Truro. They're beautiful things and it's therapeutic." -- T.K.

"Finisterre's clothes don't just look good, they're great quality and hard-wearing, too. If you damage your garment, [the company] will sort it out. There's a Finisterre outlet store in Hawksfield, which has cool shops including a milliner called Marcel Rodrigues. He makes hats to order -- Panamas, cowboy hats, anything you want, he'll be able to make it." -- J.K.

"The small town of Lostwithiel is Cornwall's antiques mecca. We've found all sorts of things for Trematon at Dower House Antiques & Interiors, including Georgian and Victorian furniture, lighting and fine bone china." -- F.G.



Take Home

The West Penwith studio of figurative and abstract painter Henrietta Dubrey, who was drawn to Cornwall by the artistic heritage of St. Ives. Sandra Mickiewicz


"Tarquin's Cornish Gin was one of the earliest craft gins to be made here, with natural ingredients you'll find on the cliff tops. It tastes crisp and clean." -- T.K.

"Cornish sea salt is one of my favorite ingredients. Sometimes all you need is a sprinkle to make a dish taste amazing. The Cornish Sea Salt Company produces flaky and fine salt in lots of different flavors; the water quality is what makes it delicious." -- J.K.

"I love to gather sloe berries at Trematon in autumn and soak them in a particularly delicious Cornish gin called Trevethan. I give it to people for Christmas.

"There are a few local artists whose work I like to collect and give [as gifts], including Henrietta Dubrey, Ken Spooner and Peter Ward, who uses dusty-colored pigments that he makes from the land." -- F.G.



Explore

Left: The 200-acre Lost Gardens of Heligan were developed in the 18th century and became a wilderness at the outbreak of the First World War. Restored in the 1990s, the gardens are home to more than 70 veteran camellias and 350 ancient rhododendrons. Right: Over 130 shipwrecks idle in the sea around Land's End, which was a destination as early as the Ancient Greek period, when it was known as Belerion, the shining land. Sandra Mickiewicz


"Minack Theatre was one woman's vision: Rowena Cade was brought up in a genteel Edwardian family and was inspired to transform a Cornish cliff face into an open-air theater; she built much of it with her own hands. Seeing a performance there at sunset is spectacular.

"Kynance Cove [on the Lizard peninsula] has crystal clear waters, sandy beaches and amazing formations of serpentine rock.

"I take artists visiting Tate St. Ives to Wheal Maid, which is known as the Cornish Mars. It's a former mine and clay pit turned lagoon; the water is bright purple or bright orange because of all the chemicals and minerals that've been deposited in it, and there are structures in the man-made landscape around it that almost look as if you're on the surface of the moon." -- Anne Barlow

"Cornwall has many special gardens. The Lost Gardens of Heligan have [seemingly] Jurassic vegetation, including giant gunnera, that makes it feel almost prehistoric; the Eden Project, a series of huge biomes containing the flora and fauna of different locations, is a great place for a rainy day, and Trebah Garden [near Falmouth], a once wildly overgrown garden leading to the beach that's been tamed beautifully, and reminds me of Manderley in 'Rebecca.'

"Lantic Bay is a beach [near Polruan] managed by the National Trust that feels straight out of 'Treasure Island.' It's such a special place to me that my wedding ring is made out of a stone from the beach.

"I love the collection of artifacts at the Museum of Witchcraft and Magic [in Boscastle]. It's curated by Simon Costin, a renowned set designer who used to work with Alexander McQueen." -- F.G.

"My kids love messing around in the rock pools at Chapel Porth Beach, under the site of some famous tin mines. They'll spend all day there, catching fish and crabs.

"Surfing in Cornwall is pretty fickle because the waves break where the sandbars form, and these come and go with the tide. Generally, the best spots are the ones you need to make an effort to get to, like Penhale Corner, a beautiful place with one of the biggest sand dune complexes in Europe. I also love West Penwith, a super wild and remote spot beyond St. Ives with a great selection of sand breaks." -- T.K.

"West Cornwall is fabulous for road cycling, with so many steep climbs and descents. I do a 100-mile route that takes me from Porthleven, all along the coast around Land's End (the westernmost point of mainland England), to Portreath Beach, then southward to one side of the Lizard Point (the southernmost point), up the other side of the Lizard, then back to Porthleven. The views are stunning, and there are lovely cafes, pubs and restaurants to take a break at on the way." -- J.K.



Practical Matters

"Take the Pullman train from London Paddington to Penzance [it's about a six-hour trip], rather than drive, and hire a car at Penzance station. There's a sleeper that leaves at 10 p.m., or you can book first-class service with a delicious three-course lunch or dinner. Ride On is a great bicycle hire shop in Porthleven that has a range of electric bikes -- handy for the hills." -- J.K.

"Make sure you're packed for all weather possibilities: take hiking boots, a really good waterproof and SPF." -- F.G.

These interviews have been edited and condensed.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/25/t-magazine/cornwall-england-hotels-restaurants-guide.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




A Very New York Party for New York Nico

At Astor Place Hairstylists, an old-school barbershop, small-business owners feted a social media star who spotlights the city's gritty character.

Nicolas Heller, known as New York Nico, at his book party on Tuesday. Rebecca Smeyne for The New York Times



By Alex Vadukul



Oct 24, 2024 at 09:54 PM

On Tuesday night, Nicolas Heller, a filmmaker and social media creator known as New York Nico, was surrounded by friends and fans at Astor Place Hairstylists, a cash-only, subterranean barbershop in the East Village.

"I'm drawn to the old-school spots," he said.

Mr. Heller, 35, has built a following of over one million on Instagram with dispatches that spotlight the New York institutions you might not find in a Lonely Planet guidebook. He also creates affectionate profiles of local characters like Tiger Hood, who golfs on city streets, and the Green Lady of Brooklyn, who wears only green.

Astor Place Hairstylists, which has been around more than 75 years, was the perfect setting for a party held to celebrate the publication of "New York Nico's Guide to NYC," a book filled with odes to 100 small businesses across the city, including Liebman's Deli in the Bronx, Luigi's Pizza in Brooklyn and Lee's Tavern on Staten Island. Written with the journalist Jason Diamond, the book is intended as a record of sorts, a way of committing these local businesses to the printed page, Mr. Heller said.

"I'm proud to have gotten small businesses into the book like Neir's Tavern, a 195-year-old bar in Queens, the Chess Forum in Greenwich Village and Casa Amadeo, one of the oldest Latin music stores in the city," Mr. Heller said.

Wearing a New York Yankees cap, he mingled with fans who threw him daps and asked him to sign their books.

Adam Dressner painting the actor and comedian Mario Bosco during the party at Astor Place Hairstylists. Rebecca Smeyne for The New York Times


Akim Vann of the Bakery on Bergen in Brooklyn was among the small-business owners at the party. Rebecca Smeyne for The New York Times

Brandon Lloyd Adams of Lloyd's Carrot Cake, a Bronx institution. Rebecca Smeyne for The New York Times


The journalist Jason Diamond, the co-writer of "New York Nico's Guide to NYC." Rebecca Smeyne for The New York Times


A crowd gathered when Mario Bosco, a bowtie-wearing comedian who is a recurring New York Nico character, grabbed the mic to kick off a series of speeches and readings from some of the people featured in the book.

"Ladies and gentleman, gather around," Mr. Bosco said. "Nico does so much for our beautiful New York."

Loycent Gordon, who runs Neir's Tavern, described the challenges that go with preserving the legacy of a bar founded in 1829. Up next was John Stratidis, who spoke of the pride he takes in running Cozy Soup 'n' Burger, a Manhattan diner founded by his Greek forebears.

The next speaker was Michael Saviello, who managed Astor Place Hairstylists for almost 40 years before retiring this past summer. Known as Big Mike, Mr. Saviello became a character in the Nico-verse when Mr. Heller documented his late-life discovery of painting, a pursuit he undertook in a storage room during lunch breaks while sipping red wine.

"Everybody comes to the Village, right?" Mr. Saviello told the crowd. "Yeah, but not to see some new building that was just built. They come for old businesses. They want to come here and walk the streets, go to the old shoe store, go to Cozy diner."

When the crowd cheered, Mr. Saviello pointed to Mr. Heller and declared that he should run for mayor.

As the night carried on, guests stood beside swivel chairs while eating heroes from Anthony & Son Panini Shoppe and pastries from Fortunato Brothers, two Brooklyn establishments profiled in the book.

Johnny Norton, left, of Culture Espresso in Manhattan, with Loycent Gordon, the owner of Neir's Tavern. Rebecca Smeyne for The New York Times


Michael Saviello, the longtime manager of Astor Place Hairstylists. Rebecca Smeyne for The New York Times

A congratulatory sheet cake. Rebecca Smeyne for The New York Times


The local news anchor Pat Kiernan, left, and Jonathan Trichter, the owner of Astor Place Hairstylists. Rebecca Smeyne for The New York Times


Pat Kiernan, the longtime morning anchor for the local cable news station NY1, reflected on what Mr. Heller has meant to shop owners.

"Small businesses in New York now need champions like Nico to help them," Mr. Kiernan said. "When he's able to lend some social media love to a place, then his fan base takes care of the rest and throws their support."

"CVS isn't making the city special," he continued. "Starbucks isn't making the city special. What makes the city special are the places you can only find in New York, and it's getting harder for those places to survive. There was a time once when a place that sold only videos or vacuum cleaner bags could still survive here."

Marina Cortez Arrieta, who runs La Bonbonniere in the West Village, recalled Mr. Heller's fortuitous visit to her diner.

"First Nico came," she said. "Then the West Village came. Then the world came. Because he helps promote small businesses like us, we even added a New York Nico turkey club to our menu."

Brandon Lloyd Adams, the co-owner of Lloyd's Carrot Cake, was busy serving up boxes of his store's delicacy. The recipe that made Lloyd's a Bronx institution was created by his great-grandmother, who developed it in the Virgin Islands and passed it down to his grandmother, who bequeathed it to Mr. Adams's father.

He took a moment to grouse with his fellow small-business owners about the challenges of running a mom-and-pop shop in New York these days.

Guests included Teddy Liouliakis and Danny Mondello. Rebecca Smeyne for The New York Times


Elizabeth Eaton Rosenthal, also known as the Green Lady of Brooklyn, greeting a canine party guest. Rebecca Smeyne for The New York Times

The scene on Tuesday night. Rebecca Smeyne for The New York Times


The comedian Jeff Garlin. Rebecca Smeyne for The New York Times


"It's just endless," Mr. Adams said. "The paperwork. The fines. The inspections. The rents. The taxes. Any small business doing well is lucky. I think all of us here feel fortunate to be etched into Nico's book, because it makes us part of the record."

"Luckily, my business is doing very well, but it's still my biggest fear, if we were ever to close," Mr. Adams said. "To this day, I still think about this one slice of pizza I'd always get back when I was still in high school at a place called Frank's on East 23rd Street. They just had the best sauce. And it's gone. I will never have it again."

In a quiet moment, New York Nico reflected on his quest to document a vanishing city.

"Whether because of the rent, not enough foot traffic, or because an owner grows old and wants to retire, small businesses closing is sadly part of life in New York," Mr. Heller said. "You mourn them and then you have to move on. My hope is this book can help immortalize some of them."
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