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      Politics

      Post Politics from The Washington Post is the source for political news headlines, in-depth politics coverage and political opinion, plus breaking news on the biden administration and White House, Congress, the Supreme Court, elections and more.


      
        Trump raises some eyebrows with blue-state stops in New Mexico, Virginia
        Marianne LeVine, Hannah Knowles

        While Trump's advisers and allies say they see advantages in these stops, including helping downballot Republicans and popping into geographically convenient places that might be more competitive than they seem, others see it as a risk they could come to regret.

      

      
        Election 2024 live updates: Trump, Harris focus on western battleground states in closing days
        Justine McDaniel, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek, Mariana Alfaro, Maegan Vazquez, Jonathan Edwards

        Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump.

      

      
        Swing-state Fox-watchers worry more about Harris trying to be a dictator
        Philip Bump

        When it comes to perceptions of the risks of what happens on Tuesday, Fox News-watchers in swing states have a strikingly different perspective.

      

      
        Harris rebukes Trump for saying he will protect women whether they 'like it or not'
        Justine McDaniel

        Kamala Harris and others criticized Trump's remarks, saying they evoked the idea that Trump believes he can make decisions for women.

      

      
        It was a legendary suffragette's home. This year it's a voting site.
        Marie Sanford

        Leaving "I voted" stickers on Susan B. Anthony's tombstone has become a tradition. Now New Yorkers can cast their early ballots at her longtime Rochester home.

      

      
        The 9 races and 3 long shots that could determine Senate control
        Hannah Recht, Liz Goodwin

        Republicans are all but guaranteed to pick up at least one seat, putting even more pressure on Democrats to win seven other highly competitive races, including two in red states.

      

      
        Harris and allies aim new ad, texts at Puerto Rican voters after Trump rally insult
        Sabrina Rodriguez

        The Harris campaign says it is making a six-figure investment to air the ad in battleground states in the final days before the election.

      

      
        'Like it or not': In one quote, Trump distills the 2024 gender gap
        Philip Bump

        The former president's comment at a Wisconsin rally was a pithy encapsulation of the concerns that are spurring a lot of women's votes.

      

      
        When polls open, close in each state and how long it may take to count votes
        Nick Mourtoupalas, Kevin Uhrmacher

        The key races in 2024 and what we know about election results timing in each state, according to the Associated Press.

      

      
        Congress tried to fix presidential transitions. Trump is testing the changes.
        Lisa Rein, Amy Gardner

        The first test of a little-known change to the presidential transition process is causing anxiety as Trump is potentially poised to return to power.

      

      
        What we know about Trump, Harris, the Supreme Court and federal judges
        Justin Jouvenal

        Whoever wins the White House in November will face a closely divided Senate and, at least at first, relatively few judicial vacancies.

      

      
        Michigan voters near evenly split between Harris and Trump, Post poll finds
        Scott Clement, Emily Guskin, Dan Balz

        The survey finds strengths and weaknesses for each candidate heading into Election Day.

      

      
        Harris's momentum in California energizes House Democrats, rattles GOP
        Marianna Sotomayor

        California Democrats hope a Harris-powered surge in energy and money will help clinch key congressional races -- and sweep Republicans out of the House.

      

      
        In final days, Democrats step up pitch to Native American voters
        Patrick Svitek, Dylan Wells

        The vice-presidential candidate's weekend trip to the country's biggest reservation came as Democrats work to pay more attention to tribal voters.

      

      
        Trump takes vague, shifting stances. Many supporters fill in the blanks.
        Justine McDaniel

        Some read between Trump's lines about how he would govern, while others disregard parts of his past or present platform.

      

      
        Six Nebraska athletes 'get off the bench' in antiabortion election ad
        Praveena Somasundaram

        The athletes were not paid for the ads, which were made by the campaign behind a Nebraska ballot measure that would retain the state's 12-week ban.

      

      
        These are the Republicans endorsing Harris over Trump
        Niha Masih

        The growing list includes Dick Cheney, Barbara Bush, Arnold Schwarzenegger and many who served under Donald Trump.

      

      
        Harris, Trump rally in battleground states with celebrities
        Ben Brasch, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek, Mariana Alfaro, Maegan Vazquez, Jonathan Edwards

        Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump.

      

      
        Where millions of Americans have cast ballots during early voting
        Alyssa Fowers, Hannah Recht

        Here are the latest numbers from early voting in person and vote by mail in each state, according to the Associated Press.

      

      
        Harris seeks to distance herself from Biden's 'garbage' remark
        Tyler Pager, Yasmeen Abutaleb

        Vice President Kamala Harris tells reporters she rejects criticism based on how someone votes. The White House says President Joe Biden was referring to racist rhetoric, not to Trump voters.

      

      
        Kamala Harris's Joe Biden problem
        Matt Viser

        Kamala Harris stood on the Ellipse and delivered a clear and unifying message to a thundering crowd. Moments earlier, in the White House illuminated behind her, Joe Biden had sat alone at a computer.

      

      
        Supreme Court allows Virginia to strike possible noncitizens from voting
        Ann Marimow, Justin Jouvenal, Gregory S. Schneider

        Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) asked the justices to intervene after lower courts blocked efforts to cancel registrations of voters who could be noncitizens.

      

      
        They tried to prove Trump's fraud claims. They failed -- and got in trouble.
        Aaron Blake

        Trump's voter-fraud push has led to increasing legal jeopardy, but largely for those who flouted the law as they tried to substantiate it.

      

      
        Trump alleges fraud in Pennsylvania, but officials say the election is secure
        Colby Itkowitz

        The former president's fraud claims are wildly exaggerated and overlook that voting safeguards are working, according to election authorities

      

      
        U.S. inundated with claims that American arms killed Gaza civilians
        Abigail Hauslohner, Michael Birnbaum

        The State Department has received hundreds of reports that Israel's use of U.S. weapons is responsible for excessive civilian casualties in Gaza.

      

      
        Nicky Jam, reggaeton singer, pulls endorsement of Trump after Puerto Rico insult
        Sabrina Rodriguez

        He stopped short, however, of endorsing Vice President Kamala Harris. Instead, he said he was stepping aside from political takes.

      

      
        Highest-altitude U.S. voters to cast their ballots from space
        Ruby Mellen

        Astronauts on the International Space Station, including two who are stuck there after a Boeing Starliner malfunctioned, said they intended to vote from orbit.

      

      
        The vast majority of early voters were probably going to vote anyway
        Philip Bump, Lenny Bronner

        As with everything this election, it's what's at the margin that could make the difference.

      

      
        Trump recalls watching racial justice protesters flee D.C. There's no evidence it happened.
        Meryl Kornfield

        Trump now claims that he watched "thousands of asses" through the White House windows as protesters left Washington after he threatened to punish them.
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Trump raises some eyebrows with blue-state stops in New Mexico, Virginia
While Trump's advisers and allies say they see advantages in these stops, including helping downballot Republicans and popping into geographically convenient places that might be more competitive than they seem, others see it as a risk they could come to regret.
By Marianne LeVine, Hannah Knowles | 2024-10-31

Donald Trump holds a rally Sunday at Madison Square Garden in New York. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Donald Trump is spending some of his waning time on the campaign trail stopping in two states that nonpartisan analysts do not expect him to win: New Mexico and Virginia.
The Republican presidential nominee's decision to visit states regarded as safely Democratic terrain is part of an unorthodox strategy that has also included travels to even bluer states such as California, New Jersey and New York. While Trump's advisers and allies say they see advantages in these stops, including helping down-ballot Republicans and popping into geographically convenient places that might be more competitive than they seem, others see them as a risk they could come to regret.
"The most limited resource at this point is time," said Republican strategist Alex Conant. "If he ends up losing Pennsylvania by 1,000 votes, he'll regret having spent time in Virginia."
Trump will hold a rally Thursday in Albuquerque, a departure from visits to the seven close-fought battleground states where the outcomes are expected to determine the winner. On Saturday, he will campaign in Salem, Virginia.
He lost both states by double-digit percentage margins four years ago, the latest in a long line of GOP defeats. The last year a Republican candidate won New Mexico and Virginia was 2004, when Eminem and Shania Twain topped the Billboard charts, "Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban" and "Garden State" were box-office hits, and George W. Bush was on the ballot.
Trump and his allies are projecting confidence about his outlook nationally, even as public opinion polls show a close contest with Vice President Kamala Harris. A Virginia Republican strategist, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to be more candid, sized up Trump's visit to Virginia as a way to flex confidence nationwide instead of an actual play for Virginia. If Trump were actually trying to win the state, he would campaign in a swingier area with more people, the strategist said.
The Republican has a long record of baselessly trying to discredit elections with his words and actions, and he has been using misinformation to lay the groundwork to claim a stolen election if he loses, which he did in 2020. He is already suggesting there is "cheating" in Pennsylvania, even as officials say the election is secure.
Trump's trips to blue states have drawn large crowds and outsize attention. The former president has made predictions about winning there even though there are no indications of major upsets in the offing.
Trump held a rally Sunday in New York's Madison Square Garden where speakers lobbed racist and sexist insults. At a rally on Long Island in September, Trump insisted: "We are going to win New York," a state that hasn't gone for a Republican in a presidential election since 1984.
Trump insisted Wednesday that he would win California if "God came down from on high and God said, 'I will be the voting tabulator for the day.'" He added: "I do great with the Hispanics." The last Republican presidential candidate to win California was George H.W. Bush.
A Trump adviser who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss strategy described Virginia as highly competitive and New Mexico, which is on the way to events Trump is holding in Nevada and Arizona, as becoming more competitive.
But public opinion polls do not show that, and nonpartisan analysts do not see it that way. The Cook Political Report has classified both states as "Likely Democratic." A recent Washington Post-Schar School poll found that Harris held a six-point edge over Trump among likely voters in Virginia.
The Democratic Party of Virginia dismissed Trump's visit as an antic.
"Virginians see through his empty theatrics -- they keep rejecting his chaos every time and our Democratic performance in early vote shows we will reject him strongly again," Susan Swecker, chairwoman of the state's Democratic Party, said in a statement. "We are crushing it in early voting with big turnout surges, backed by a real ground game."
Some Republican strategists said they viewed Trump's visits to California and New York as a way to capitalize on those states' media markets and to help boost Republicans in key House races. But they said the trips to New Mexico and Virginia were perplexing. Neither campaign, or their affiliated super PACs, has spent money on TV ads in either state, according to the tracking firm AdImpact.
The rest of Trump's announced schedule for the final stretch is more focused on the battleground states, where both campaigns have concentrated most of their time and resources. In addition to Nevada, his campaign has so far announced that he will return to Wisconsin on Friday and hold two rallies in North Carolina on Saturday.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2024/10/31/trump-new-mexico-virginia/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Election 2024 live updates: Trump, Harris focus on western battleground states in closing days
Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump.
By Justine McDaniel, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek, Mariana Alfaro, Maegan Vazquez, Jonathan Edwards, Philip Bump, Meryl Kornfield, Kati Perry, Dan Keating, Aaron Blake, Karen DeYoung, Michael Birnbaum, Hannah Knowles, Matt Viser, Heather Kelly, Theodoric Meyer, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Cat Zakrzewski, Naomi Nix, Jeremy Merrill, Lisa Rein, Amy Gardner, Justin Jouvenal, Alyssa Fowers, Hannah Recht, Sabrina Rodriguez, Scott Clement, Emily Guskin, Dan Balz, Marianna Sotomayor, Dylan Wells | 2024-10-31
Former president Donald Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris have campaign events scheduled Thursday in Nevada and Arizona, as both candidates focus on western battleground states in the closing days of the razor-tight presidential race. Singer-actress Jennifer Lopez is scheduled to join Harris at a rally in Las Vegas. Conservative commentator Tucker Carlson will join Trump in Phoenix. Trump also plans a stop in New Mexico, which is not a considered a battleground state.
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Swing-state Fox-watchers worry more about Harris trying to be a dictator
When it comes to perceptions of the risks of what happens on Tuesday, Fox News-watchers in swing states have a strikingly different perspective.
By Philip Bump | 2024-10-31

Vice President Kamala Harris delivers remarks Tuesday during a campaign event at the Ellipse near the White House. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


When we are considering what might happen in the aftermath of the 2024 election, we should remember that we are privileged to have two prior elections that offer some clear insight.
In 2016, Donald Trump received millions of fewer votes nationally but more votes in the electoral college and became president the following year. His victory was a surprise, including to his opponent, Hillary Clinton. She conceded hours after polls closed, recognizing that she had no path to victory, though in the years that followed she would occasionally also speculate that outside forces tipped the result to her opponent. There were also protests in the days after his election, including some acts of vandalism.
Four years later, Trump lost the national vote by an even wider margin, but Joe Biden squeaked past him in enough states to secure a majority of electors. Trump responded by insisting that the election had been stolen, elevating false claims of fraud and vague ones of "rigging." He actively attempted to block Biden's victory with whatever levers he had at his disposal and some he invented. When all of this inevitably failed, he summoned supporters to Washington on Jan. 6, 2021, and encouraged them to march to the Capitol. A riot ensued.
This is all familiar history, but it's worth distilling the difference. Clinton was unhappy about her loss, as were her supporters, but she conceded it, and there was no significant violence. Trump was unhappy about his loss, as were his supporters, so he rejected that it happened and spread lies that continue to damage confidence in American democracy and that led to the worst political violence in modern American history.
That's the context. So, when The Washington Post and our partners at Schar School asked swing-state voters how they thought Trump and his latest Democratic opponent, Vice President Kamala Harris, would respond to losing the election, we might have expected that people would be more concerned about Trump refusing to concede than Harris doing so.
And they are. Except among the third of respondents who said that Fox News was one of their main sources of political information.
The poll, conducted earlier this month, included a question asking people whether they identified various places information is shared as main sources of news. The question included Fox News as well as other outlets, like podcasts, talk radio and X, the site that replaced Twitter.
Breaking that question out allowed us to see differences in how the election aftermath was viewed by those who do and don't regularly consume right-wing content like that spread on Fox News or X.
We asked whether voters were confident that Harris or Trump would accept an electoral loss. Most were confident Harris would; few -- since most remembered four years ago, no doubt -- expressed confidence that Trump would. Among those who said Fox News was a main source of political news, though, the numbers were about the same between the candidates: 4 in 10 said they weren't confident Harris would accept a loss, the same number as said that about Trump.




Those who identified podcasts and X as main sources of news (groups that might overlap with the Fox News audience) were about as skeptical that Harris would accept a loss as Fox News viewers. They were also more likely to say that Trump wouldn't accept a loss than were Fox News viewers, but less likely than those who didn't say Fox News was a main source of political news.
When we asked about the prospect of post-election violence, most swing-state voters said that they didn't think Harris supporters would engage in violence and that they were worried Trump supporters would. But, again, Fox News viewers were more likely than others to say that Harris supporters would engage in violence, more than they were to say that Trump supporters would. (The podcast-X groups saw both groups as about equally likely to engage in violence.)




The results among Fox watchers is unquestionably a function of the channel's efforts to draw equivalence between the Clinton and Trump responses to their losses and the steady assertions about the dangers of the political left. Trump himself often attempts to deflect criticism by turning it around on his critics; that tendency has permeated the conversational bubble that surrounds him. So Fox viewers, generally less likely to see the Capitol riot as significant, figure that what the left might do is just as dire as what Trump supporters did in January 2021.
Perhaps the most striking finding from our poll came when we asked respondents whether either candidate was likely to try to serve as a dictator rather than a president. We defined what we meant: someone who "has total power over a country, with no checks and balances."
We then asked whether Harris or Trump would attempt to effect such a system of leadership. Six in 10 respondents said Harris wouldn't try to. A plurality said Trump would.
But Fox News viewers were more likely to say that Harris was likely to try to rule as a dictator than they were to say that about Trump.




This is again in part because the right-wing conversation -- in part to counterbalance Trump's attempt to overturn the 2020 election results -- has framed Harris as a dire threat to free speech because (after trying various arguments that originally focused mostly on Biden) the administration sought to limit the spread of misinformation as coronavirus vaccines were being rolled out. When Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D) asked Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) during the vice-presidential debate if Vance admitted that Trump lost in 2020, Vance demanded that Walz speak to this purported censorship.
Again, the record speaks for itself. The challenge is that a lot of loud voices are trying to speak over that record, changing it and reshaping it. What our poll suggests, among other things, is that there's a correlation between which voices people listen to and whether they understand the lessons offered by 2016 and 2020.
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Harris rebukes Trump for saying he will protect women whether they 'like it or not'
Kamala Harris and others criticized Trump's remarks, saying they evoked the idea that Trump believes he can make decisions for women.
By Justine McDaniel | 2024-10-31

Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a rally in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, on Wednesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Vice President Kamala Harris chastised Donald Trump on Thursday after the former president said he would protect women whether they "like it or not," calling the comments "very offensive" and reflective of an individual who doesn't understand women.
Harris told reporters that the remarks revealed how Trump sees women and showed a disregard for their autonomy. Her criticism added to a backlash from critics who have seized on the comment, characterizing it as a demonstration of Trump's long history of misogynistic statements and a reminder of the civil court case that found him liable for sexual abuse.
"It actually is, I think, very offensive to women in terms of not understanding their agency, their authority, their right and their ability to make decisions about their own lives, including their own bodies," Harris told reporters in Madison, Wisconsin, before her departure for a campaign swing in western battleground states.

Vice President Kamala Harris in Madison, Wisconsin, on Oct. 31 called former president Donald Trump's comments on protecting women offensive.


Trump has said during the campaign that he would "protect" women, a vague promise as he has struggled to appeal to female voters, especially those concerned about restrictions on abortion rights. Polls show a significant gender gap between Trump's and Harris's supporters in the first presidential election since the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade.
On Wednesday night in Wisconsin, Trump said that his advisers had told him to stop saying he would protect women because it sounded inappropriate.
"My people told me, about four weeks ago -- I always say, 'No, I want to protect the people. I want to protect the women of our country. I want to protect the women.' 'Sir, please don't say that.' 'Why?' They said, 'We think it's -- we think it's very inappropriate for you to say so,'" Trump said. "'Why? I'm president. I want to protect the women of our country.' They said, they said, 'Sir, I just think it's inappropriate for you to say.'"
Trump continued: "I said, well, I'm going to do it whether the women like it or not." He put an emphasis on the words "the women."
Trump's comments evoked, for many critics, the numerous sexual misconduct allegations against him and his history of misogynistic remarks. Harris swiftly tied the comment to Trump's support for rolling back reproductive rights. Trump has boasted about appointing three Supreme Court justices who helped overturn Roe and has claimed that most Americans prefer that states decide the issue.
"Donald Trump thinks he should get to make decisions about what you do with your body. Whether you like it or not," Harris wrote on X.
"This is just the latest in a series of reveals by the former president of how he thinks about women and their agency," she said Thursday, adding that Trump's comments "verify, validate and reinforce the fact that he is not going to be fighting for women's reproductive rights."
"He does not prioritize the freedom of women and the intelligence of women to make decisions about their own lives and bodies," she concluded.
Trump's comments, which were shared widely on social media, came as his campaign was trying to push past broad criticism of sexist and racist remarks made by speakers at his rally Sunday at Madison Square Garden in New York.
One speaker, businessman Grant Cardone, repeated a metaphor that cast the vice president as a prostitute -- a theme that has been found throughout the campaign on Trump supporters' T-shirts, in a vulgar joke Trump promoted on social media about the vice president and a sex act, and in his suggestion that Harris would be "like a play toy" for world leaders as president.
Trump campaign spokeswoman Karoline Leavitt said Thursday that Trump is "loved by millions of women" and will "make America strong, safe, and prosperous again for all women when he returns to the White House."
"The media's negative portrayal of President Trump and his treatment of women is entirely false," Leavitt said in a statement.
Other critics denouncing Trump's language Wednesday noted his history with women, including that he was found liable for sexually abusing and defaming the writer E. Jean Carroll. Last week, a former swimsuit model accused Trump of groping her in the 1990s, becoming the latest of several women on a list that includes at least 17 other women who have accused the former president of grabbing or kissing them without consent. His campaign said the former model's claim was false, and he has said other accusers are lying.
Trump bragged in vulgar terms about kissing, groping and trying to have sex with women during a 2005 conversation caught on a hot microphone, saying that "when you're a star, they let you do it," according to a video obtained by The Washington Post during the 2016 campaign.
"A credibly accused serial assaulter threatening to 'protect' women 'whether the women like it or not' sums up the stakes of this election in 30 seconds," read an X post from the organization Vote Pro-Choice.
Some female supporters of the former president see the protector line as reassuring, while other women call it paternalistic. Trump used it in a late September rally in Pennsylvania, a few days after he told women on Truth Social that under his administration, "WOMEN WILL BE HAPPY, HEALTHY, CONFIDENT AND FREE! YOU WILL NO LONGER BE THINKING ABOUT ABORTION, BECAUSE IT IS NOW WHERE IT ALWAYS HAD TO BE, WITH THE STATES."
He added, "I WILL PROTECT WOMEN AT A LEVEL NEVER SEEN BEFORE."
Then, in Pennsylvania, he repeated his claim that women are poorer, less healthy and less safe than they were before President Joe Biden took office and his pledge to "fix all of that."
"Because I am your protector. I want to be your protector. As president, I have to be your protector," he said.
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It was a legendary suffragette's home. This year it's a voting site.
Leaving "I voted" stickers on Susan B. Anthony's tombstone has become a tradition. Now New Yorkers can cast their early ballots at her longtime Rochester home.
By Marie Sanford | 2024-10-31

Susan B. Anthony's gravestone in Rochester sits decorated with "I Voted" stickers after early voting began in New York last week. (Lori Scholer)


Kate Scholer was already excited to cast her first vote for a woman presidential nominee when her mom gave her the good news: She can do it at Susan B. Anthony's house.
Located in Rochester, N.Y., the National Susan B. Anthony Museum and House honors the woman widely credited with paving the way for women to vote. This year marks the first time the center is an early voting location for residents of Monroe County.
"Everyone's so happy to vote and have that privilege, especially to vote early, at such an important place," said Scholer, 24.
The new polling site expands the popular tradition of voters placing their "I Voted" stickers on Anthony's tombstone in the nearby Mount Hope Cemetery. For many, especially as Vice President Kamala Harris campaigns to be the nation's first female president, the ability to cast their vote in Anthony's home and then continue the pilgrimage to her gravesite highlights the sacredness of the vote.
Massive crowds of voters have flocked to the house to cast their ballot early, said Deborah L. Hughes, the president and CEO of the museum.
"We had hoped to be busy, but Saturday was kind of overwhelming," said Hughes, who said the center had long sought to be a polling site.
Despite the crisp 40-degree weather, the energy was high outside the museum Saturday as sorority members, church groups, and even people sporting 19th century costume mingled convivially on a two-hour queue to cast their vote on the first day of early voting, Hughes said. As people exited the museum's carriage house, where the voting was taking place, the crowd cheered.
Anthony is best known for fighting for women's right to vote. Though she died in 1906 and didn't live to see it, her work is largely credited with the 1920 ratification of the 19th Amendment, which bans denying the right to vote "on account of sex."
Anthony's legacy is ever-present for the Rochester area. Her home and the connected museum are a common field trip destination for schoolchildren, and residents commonly go for walks in Mount Hope Cemetery, which also hosts the gravesite of Frederick Douglass.

Kate Scholer holds up her "I Voted" sticker at the National Susan B. Anthony Museum and House before placing it on Anthony's gravestone in Rochester, New York. (Kate Scholer) 


After seeing a post of Anthony's sticker-laden gravesite on the City of Rochester's Instagram page in 2020, Scholer knew she wanted to place an "I Voted" sticker on Anthony's tombstone after she cast her ballot in 2024.
"I especially wanted to do it this year, voting for a woman and being able to vote with my mom," she said.
The tradition of putting "I Voted" stickers on Anthony and her sister Mary's tombstones exploded in popularity during the 2016 election, when Hillary Clinton was the Democratic presidential nominee, said Dennis Carr, the vice president of the Friends of Mount Hope Cemetery.
That year, the gravesite received more than 10,000 visitors and the tombstone equally as many stickers, he said. This year, he expects up to 15,000 visitors -- though they will be placing their stickers on a special clear shield to protect the tombstones from degradation.
For Scholer, voting at Anthony's home -- where Anthony headquartered the National American Woman's Suffrage Association -- before visiting her gravesite made her first time voting for a woman monumental.
"I just thought it was really great to be a woman and be able to go and pay respect to one of the many women who helped make it possible for us to even be voting in an election, let alone be voting for women," said Scholer.
For Scholer's mom Lori Scholer, who voted for Clinton in 2016, the moment was significant in a different way.
"I was very optimistic in 2016, and I was, like many, extraordinarily disappointed that night," she said. "I'm far more nervous this time."
Anthony is most closely associated with women's suffrage but has become a totemic figure for multiple movements, said Lisa Tetrault, an associate professor of history at Carnegie Mellon University.
"The mythology in some ways isn't really rooted in an understanding of Susan B. Anthony," Tetrault said. "It's rooted in trying to use her as an emblem for whatever cause you know a person may have."
On the left, progressives have sought to use Anthony as a figure for women's rights, even though "that version of Anthony has often tended to be a very whitewashed one," Tetrault said. On the right, some conservatives have cited an 1860s newspaper column to support the claim that Anthony was antiabortion, even though historians say there's little reason to believe Anthony wrote it.
Still, her legacy remains salient for voters.

Susan B. Anthony's gravestone in Rochester sits decorated with "I Voted" stickers after early voting began in New York last week. (Lori Scholer)


"Living in this political moment, one can't help but appreciate the power and the import of voting," said Tetrault. "It's really nice to have a place to express that. It's really nice to have a place where you feel community. It's really nice to have a place where you feel this is part of something bigger than you."
For residents of Rochester, the significance of Anthony's legacy goes beyond party or gender lines.
Hughes recalled the peacefulness of the line to place stickers in 2016, despite the long wait.
"What was amazing to me was no one was pushy," she said. "Some people would take 10 selfies, and no one was anxious about that."
This year, Hughes said, many voters were emotional as they cast their vote. One poll worker even told her, " 'I'm assuming you and I don't vote the same way, but it doesn't mean any less to me to be here for this election.' "
Carr noted that while most of the people visiting the gravesite cast their vote for Harris, there was likely a significant percentage who voted for Trump.
"I think [people] may come in with one attitude, but I think they go out feeling gratitude and respect for this woman who worked so hard to give women and others the right to vote," the cemetery trustee said. "They go away more celebrating the ability to vote and the democracy we live in, more so than whoever candidate they support."
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The 9 races and 3 long shots that could determine Senate control
Republicans are all but guaranteed to pick up at least one seat, putting even more pressure on Democrats to win seven other highly competitive races, including two in red states.
By Hannah Recht, Liz Goodwin | 2024-10-31
Senate Democrats face a grueling and narrow path to maintain their slim 51-49 majority this fall, as they prepare to defend 23 seats across the United States, many of them in purple and red states.
With Sen. Joe Manchin III (I-W.Va.) retiring, Republicans are all but guaranteed to pick up at least one seat in that ruby red state, putting even more pressure on Sens. Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio) and Jon Tester (D-Mont.) to defy political gravity once again in their red states and win reelection.
Only 11 Republican-held seats are up for election in November, all in red states. If Republicans win those races as expected and flip just one state, the Senate will be tied 50-50 with deciding votes made by the new vice president. If they flip two seats, Republicans will win back Senate control no matter who is in the White House.
Hundreds of millions of dollars in advertising are flooding into the Senate races of Montana, Ohio and Pennsylvania in particular, with many GOP challengers tying Democrats to what they call the Biden-Harris administration's failures on the southern border and the economy. Senate Democrats are, for the most part, running hyperlocal races focused on the money they've brought home to their states for infrastructure and other projects, and attacking their relatively politically inexperienced challengers on a variety of fronts, including the great personal wealth many of them have accumulated in the private sector and their stances on abortion rights.
Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) has said the GOP candidates are not of the highest caliber, while Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) has projected confidence about his party's chances of taking back the chamber.
"I think that this is the best map I've seen in a long time," McConnell told The Washington Post earlier this year.
In Arizona, the retirement of Sen. Kyrsten Sinema (I-Ariz.) has left a wide open seat that both Democrats and Republicans are scrambling to win in the swing state that only recently begun voting blue in presidential elections.
Rep. Ruben Gallego (D), a Marine Corps veteran, is facing off against Kari Lake (R), a former newscaster who unsuccessfully ran for governor in 2022. Lake, a close ally of Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump's, has engaged in a lengthy legal battle to try to overturn her earlier loss, and is criticizing Gallego as a far-left radical. Gallego has slammed Lake for continuing to falsely claim the 2022 election was stolen and for her past support for banning abortion.
The race is likely to be decided by the state's large portion of independent voters, who have previously rewarded candidates with a maverick streak, such as Sinema and the late Sen. John McCain (R). This fall, an abortion-related referendum will also be on the state ballot, which could boost Gallego.
Another wide open Senate seat vacated by Democratic Sen. Debbie Stabenow pits Republican Mike Rogers, a former congressman, Army officer and FBI special agent, against Rep. Elissa Slotkin (D-Mich.) in the "blue wall" battleground state that Trump won in 2016 but Joe Biden carried in 2020.
Rogers, once a vocal Trump critic, has heaped praise on the former president and won his endorsement in the primary. He's hitting Slotkin, a former national security official under both Presidents George W. Bush and Barack Obama, primarily on inflation and the southern border, saying she is part of a "Biden-Harris-Slotkin" regime. Slotkin is painting Rogers as a carpetbagger beholden to special interests who sold his house in Michigan after he left Congress nearly a decade ago.
Given neither candidate is very well known statewide, their fates are more tied to how Vice President Kamala Harris and Trump perform in the battleground state than some other Senate candidates in key states.
The last statewide elected Democrat in Montana, Jon Tester, is fighting for his political life in a race against wealthy businessman and ex-Navy SEAL Tim Sheehy. Trump has made clear he is taking the Senate race in this deep-red state personally, campaigning for Sheehy in August at a packed rally where he mocked Tester's weight. Republicans say this race may end up being their key to taking back the Senate, and polls show Sheehy with a decisive edge in the race.
Sheehy has painted Tester as voting in lockstep with Democrats and out of step with the state on immigration and other issues.
Sen. Jacky Rosen is seeking a second term as she faces off against Sam Brown, a decorated Army veteran who nearly lost his life in 2008 in Afghanistan after he was severely burned when a bomb exploded and left him badly scarred. The first-term senator is painting Brown as an extremist on abortion in sheep's clothing. Brown says he would not support a federal abortion ban, and he and his wife shared her personal story of having an abortion as a young woman. But in a past race, Brown's campaign said he supported banning the procedure except in the case of a mother's life being at risk. Meanwhile, Brown has said Rosen, who is Jewish and pro-Israel, did not stand up to people in her own party who have criticized Israel in its war in Gaza.
Sen. Sherrod Brown (D) is seeking to defy political gravity once again as he faces off against wealthy businessman and former car dealer Bernie Moreno in this former swing state that backed Trump in 2016 and 2020. Brown is casting Moreno as a wealthy businessman who is out for himself, and Moreno slams Brown as a career politician who is a rubber stamp for President Joe Biden and Harris. After Trump brought national attention to the Haitian population in Springfield with false claims of pet-eating, Moreno has also journeyed to the town to criticize the federal government's immigration policies.
Brown is touting some of his legislative achievements, including a bill to invest in U.S. chip manufacturing and another providing infrastructure funding, while also distancing himself from Biden and Harris. The third-term senator often touts his bipartisan work with Sen. JD Vance, Trump's running mate.
Sen. Bob Casey (D-Pa.) is asking voters to send him back to Washington for a fourth term, as former hedge fund CEO Dave McCormick attacks him as a career politician who supports Harris's past liberal policies on immigration and fracking.
Inline AdMcCormick is fending off his own set of criticisms that he is a "carpetbagger" who still frequently travels to Connecticut -- where his daughters live -- and for his business ties to China. McCormick, who was a top Republican recruit, has funded his campaign with his own money. The Cook Political Report rates the race as a "toss up."
Democrats recently announced they would invest millions of dollars into trying to flip Texas, where Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Tex.) is running for reelection. Rep. Colin Allred (D-Tex.) has taken a page from Republicans' playbook and attacked Cruz for not securing the southern border. He has also campaigned on restoring abortion rights nationwide after Texas lawmakers banned the procedure. Cruz has tied Allred to Harris and painted him as a radical liberal, flooding the airwaves with ads that attack him on transgender rights. The Cook Political Report recently changed its rating of the race from "Likely Republican" to "Lean Republican."
GOP West Virginia Gov. Jim Justice is almost certain to cruise to victory in this red state against Democrat Glenn Elliott, the former mayor of Wheeling, following Manchin's retirement. Manchin, a Democrat who recently registered as an independent, had managed to win Senate elections in the state through his deep connection to voters and independent reputation.
Two-term Sen. Tammy Baldwin (D-Wis.) is seeking to defend her seat from Eric Hovde, a bank CEO and real estate titan who's poured millions of dollars of his own money into the race so far. Baldwin, the first openly gay person to serve in the Senate, has suggested Hovde is out of touch with the state given his wealth and that he splits his time between there and California. Hovde casts his wealth as a positive that will lend him independence from special interests in Washington. The Cook Political Report rates this race as a "toss up."
Democrats are holding out hope that Republican Sen. Rick Scott of Florida can be defeated in his red state, where voters will also be asked to decide on an abortion referendum in November. Former congresswoman Debbie Mucarsel-Powell, who would be the first Latina senator from Florida if elected, is criticizing Scott for contributing to an affordability crisis in the state and for previously voting against disaster relief funds. Scott is painting his opponent as too liberal for the state.
Polls also suggest that Sen. Deb Fischer (R) in deep red Nebraska may be in trouble as she faces a challenge from independent candidate Dan Osborn. The union leader has gained a surprising amount of traction criticizing Fischer for breaking her pledge not to serve more than two terms, and could be boosted by marijuana and abortion ballot initiatives that may turn out more liberal voters. In late October, the Cook Political Report changed its rating of that state from "Likely Republican" to "Lean Republican."
In Maryland, Republicans are hoping that their star recruit, former GOP Gov. Larry Hogan, can attract enough votes in the deep-blue state to capture a Senate seat. Hogan, a moderate who was popular as governor, has emphasized he would support abortion rights and has distanced himself from a Trump endorsement. He still faces a tough road to defeat Prince George's County Executive Angela Alsobrooks, who would become the first Black senator from Maryland if she wins, and who attracted a slew of endorsements from political leaders around the state.
Source: Election results are from the MIT Election Data and Science Lab. Note: Third-party candidates are not shown. Photos from U.S. Congress, Joshua Lott/The Washington Post, AP, The Intelligencer/AP and Getty Images.
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Harris and allies aim new ad, texts at Puerto Rican voters after Trump rally insult
The Harris campaign says it is making a six-figure investment to air the ad in battleground states in the final days before the election.
By Sabrina Rodriguez | 2024-10-31

Supporters wave Puerto Rico flags as Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at a rally in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, on Wednesday. (Angela Weiss/AFP/Getty Images)


PHILADELPHIA -- Vice President Kamala Harris and her allies are launching new efforts to court Puerto Rican and other Latino voters in the final days of the presidential race, with her campaign releasing a new ad Thursday responding to a comedian calling Puerto Rico an "island of garbage" during a rally that former president Donald Trump hosted.
"We're not trash. We're more," the narrator says in the new Spanish-language ad, which is titled "Somos Mas," or "we are more." "This November 5th, Trump will understand some people's trash is others' treasure."
The Harris campaign told The Washington Post that it is making a six-figure investment to air the ad in battleground states in the final days before the election on Tuesday. It will air on Spanish-language networks such as Univision and Telemundo as well as on digital platforms such as Puerto Rican newspaper El Nuevo Dia, YouTube and Snapchat. It follows an ad the campaign launched Monday attacking Trump's record on Puerto Rico.
The Harris campaign is trying to mobilize Puerto Rican voters in Pennsylvania, the battleground state that strategists in both parties regard as perhaps the most decisive. Here, Latinos account for about 6 percent of eligible voters -- and about half of them are Puerto Rican.
Trump had shown signs of making some inroads with Latino voters, even as Harris continues to hold an advantage, including Puerto Ricans, amid concerns about inflation and other issues. But his Sunday rally, which drew widespread criticism, injected a new topic into the campaign in the final week.
The Trump campaign has sought to move past the episode, bringing in several Latino speakers at a rally in majority-Latino Allentown, Pennsylvania, on Tuesday night to boost the former president as an advocate for Puerto Ricans and other Latinos. Speakers at the rally repeatedly emphasized that life was better when Trump was president and that he would strengthen the economy and the border.
On multiple occasions, Trump has declined to apologize for the comedian's remark, dismissing anger over the racist and demeaning insults at his rally. On Wednesday, Republicans sought to shift attention to President Joe Biden's use of the word "garbage" when discussing Trump supporters and the racist rally rhetoric.
But Trump was also dealing with the loss of a key supporter. Nicky Jam, a Puerto Rican and Dominican reggaeton star, rescinded his endorsement of the former president in response to comedian Tony Hinchcliffe's insult.
"I never in my life imagined a month later a comedian would go and criticize my country and talk badly about my country," he said. "And therefore, I revoke any support to Donald Trump."
Some Democrats have worried throughout this election season about losing the support of some Latino voters, even as polls show that a majority of them support Harris. And while Puerto Rican voters have historically tended to align themselves with Democrats, and Trump has angered many with his past actions, he and his allies have been waging an effort to win some of them over. In a close race, any erosion in support from a longtime stalwart of the Democratic coalition could be pivotal.
Nuestro PAC, a Democratic super PAC focused on Latinos, has already texted hundreds of thousands of Puerto Rican voters in Pennsylvania, Michigan, Georgia and Florida to draw attention to Hinchcliffe's comments at the Trump rally.
Chuck Rocha, senior adviser to the organization, said he has raised $50,ooo from several hundred donors since Monday. On Thursday, Nuestro PAC will begin texting Puerto Rican voters in North Carolina and Arizona.
Another Democratic group said it would invest $200,000 to target Puerto Rican voters in the final days of the presidential election and highlight the recent controversy over the Trump rally speaker's insult about the U.S. territory. The super PAC American Bridge 21st Century said voters would start receiving texts from them Thursday in three battleground states: Michigan, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin.
One of the text messages that the Democratic group plans to send shows an 18-second clip of Hinchcliffe's remark and says: "Floating island of garbage?! This happened over the weekend from a Trump-approved 'comedian' and Trump STILL hasn't apologized."
Another text message knocks Trump over his handling of the response to Hurricane Maria as president. It includes an infamous 2017 video of him casually throwing paper towels into the crowd at a relief center while visiting the island after the storm.
Hours before Trump's Sunday rally, Harris announced her policy plans for Puerto Rico, which include improving health services, bringing down the cost of housing, and rebuilding and modernizing the island's energy grid.
Major Puerto Rican artists, including Bad Bunny, Ricky Martin and Jennifer Lopez, shared a video of her outlining those plans to their Instagram accounts Sunday.
The new Harris ad is reminiscent of a video Bad Bunny, one of the biggest superstars in the world, posted Tuesday to his Instagram highlighting the history of the Puerto Rican people. The caption on his post was "garbage."
Patrick Svitek contributed to this report.
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'Like it or not': In one quote, Trump distills the 2024 gender gap
The former president's comment at a Wisconsin rally was a pithy encapsulation of the concerns that are spurring a lot of women's votes.
By Philip Bump | 2024-10-31

Former president Donald Trump speaks during a campaign rally in Green Bay, Wisconsin, on Wednesday. (Julia Demaree Nikhinson/AP)


Wearing a fluorescent orange vest, former president Donald Trump offered attendees at a Wisconsin rally on Wednesday a peek behind the curtain of running for president. Even a former president has a team suggesting what he should do.
"My people told me about four weeks ago -- I was saying, 'No, I want to protect the people. I want to protect the women of our country. I want to protect the women,'" Trump said. "'Sir, please don't say that.' Why? They said, 'We think it's very inappropriate for you to say.' I said, 'Why? I'm president. I want to protect the women of our country.'"
The crowd cheered.
"They said, 'Sir, I just think it's inappropriate for you to say.' I pay these guys a lot of money. Can you believe it?" Trump continued. "I said, 'Well, I'm going to do it. Whether the women like it or not, I'm going to protect them.'"
Without apparently meaning to -- but without being able to help it -- Trump with that line distilled the wide gender gap that's defining the 2024 presidential contest.
There's been a lot of focus on the extent to which Vice President Kamala Harris's candidacy does not appear to be seeing the same level of support as those of past Democratic presidential candidates. But the polls that show her support among Black voters below the levels Joe Biden saw in 2020 also show that she is doing significantly better with White women, a much larger chunk of the electorate.
That's clearly in part because abortion access has been a central part of the election campaign, aided by energetic nudges from Harris and other Democrats. But not much nudging was needed. Donald Trump ran for president in 2016 pledging to nominate Supreme Court justices who would repeal Roe v. Wade. That's precisely what happened. And for all of Trump's wan attempts to suggest that this was an outcome most Americans sought, it very much was not -- particularly among Americans directly affected by the new limits on abortion access.
We can summarize the decision that led to the reversal of Roe using Trump's pithy framework: In some states, women are unable to end their pregnancies, whether they like it or not. Whether it poses a risk to their own health or not.
Other people hearing Trump's comment might have a different reaction. After all, it sounds an awful lot like the audio recording that nearly doomed Trump's presidential campaign eight years ago.
"You know I'm automatically attracted to beautiful -- I just start kissing them. It's like a magnet. Just kiss. I don't even wait," Trump said while microphones were live during a 2005 taping of "Access Hollywood." "And when you're a star, they let you do it. You can do anything." Even, he added, grabbing women's genitalia without consent (though he used different language).
The Washington Post's report on that recording led to CNN's Anderson Cooper asking Trump during a presidential debate whether he had in fact groped women as the recording suggested. Trump denied it. In short order, a number of women came forward to describe Trump doing exactly that. By the time of his 2020 reelection bid, ABC News counted 18 public allegations against Trump.
More followed. Even in the past week, there have been two new allegations, claims that share similarities with those in the past: Trump, without permission, touching or kissing women.
Since leaving office, there's even been a legal finding that Trump assaulted a woman. Writer E. Jean Carroll filed a civil claim accusing Trump of sexually assaulting her in a department store dressing room in the 1990s. A jury determined that he was liable for doing so. In a filing, the judge overseeing the case affirmed that the jury had decided that Trump's actions constituted rape.
It's too crass to articulate exactly how groping or assaulting a woman comports with the phrase Trump used at his rally in Wisconsin.
Much of this history is nearly a decade old by now, meaning that many young voters who are newly eligible to vote are not aware of it. In fact, there has been a flurry of TikTok videos in which young women film themselves listening to the full "Access Hollywood" recording for the first time. (They do not like it.) The idea that these stories are baked into views of Trump is probably incomplete.
Probably in part because women -- particularly women of color and college-educated suburban women -- have long been skeptical of him, Trump's campaign has been acutely focused on appealing to men, particularly young men who might generally be indifferent to the political process. This has sparked some concern from Republican women, such as former U.N. ambassador Nikki Haley, who responded to Trump's New York City rally by lamenting the "bromance" that Trump is fostering and calling it "overly masculine."
But others have leaned into a paternalistic and chauvinistic approach to getting Trump elected. Former Fox News host Tucker Carlson recently promised a cheering Trump audience that Trump would return to the White House like an abusive father, ready to dispense corporal punishment to get his children -- that is, Americans who deviate from how Trumpworld thinks they should act -- back in line. Jesse Watters, the Fox host who filled Carlson's slot, said on a different show that he would view his wife voting for Harris as an act of marital infidelity.
The panel of which he was a part was discussing pro-Harris ads targeting women, assuring them that they could vote as they wanted to in private -- and not as their husbands or partners insisted.
In other words, you don't have to vote for Trump if you don't like it.
This is an admittedly odd thing to be discussing in 2024, more than a century after women gained the right to vote. But the overlap of a robust, well-established base of support for Trump that's centered on stoking the grievances of (mostly) White (mostly) men with the candidacy of a Black woman in the post-Roe world has revived some arguments that not too long ago would have seemed laughably archaic.
While Trump has a well-established reputation for dishonesty, there are moments when he speaks with an unexpected clarity. His offhand remark about being indifferent to what women might want from his presidency was just such a comment.
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When polls open, close in each state and how long it may take to count votes
The key races in 2024 and what we know about election results timing in each state, according to the Associated Press.
By Nick Mourtoupalas, Kevin Uhrmacher | 2024-10-31
Within a few hours of the first polls closing at 6 p.m. Eastern time, results from most areas for the 2024 presidential election and other contests should be flooding in, but expect some states to count a lot faster than others.
Poll closing times vary from state to state, from county to county and, in some parts of the country, from town to town. (So, it's good to check with your specific election authorities, as they may have different hours.) The earliest results in most states are reported by local voting precincts soon after polls close there. Every state also has different rules for how officials process and count ballots, and these rules determine how quickly results are released.
In 2020, an influx of mail-in and early ballots due to the pandemic caused major slowdowns in vote counting and reporting election results. It took four days for enough votes to be counted for the major decision desks to call the presidency for Joe Biden. Vote counting isn't expected to be nearly as slow as it was last time around, but there's a chance we won't know the outcome of the presidential race -- and possibly even control of Congress -- on election night.
The Associated Press, which has one of the country's largest vote-calling operations, has compiled state-by-state details on poll closing times, counting rules and expected timing based on patterns in previous elections. Here's when polls close in every state and how long vote counting might take:
Polls open: 8 a.m. Eastern time (7 a.m. local time).
Polls close: 8 p.m. Eastern time (7 p.m. local time).
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? Alabama doesn't offer early in-person voting. It also is one of the few states that still requires an excuse to vote by mail. As a result, nearly all Alabama voters cast their ballots in person on Election Day. In recent elections, the state has reported more than 80 percent of its votes between poll close and midnight on Election Day. (More from the AP.)
Polls open: 11 a.m./noon Eastern time (7 a.m. local time -- Alaska covers two time zones).
Polls close: Midnight/1 a.m. Eastern time (8 p.m. local time).
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? The votes released on election night are technically voters' first-choice candidates under Alaska's ranked-choice voting system. If no candidate surpasses 50 percent of the vote, the state eliminates the candidate with the fewest votes on election night from contention. Voters whose first choices were eliminated will have their votes redistributed to their second-choice candidates. That process continues until a candidate surpasses a majority of the vote. The state Division of Elections says the results of the ranked-choice voting process will be released on Nov. 20. In 2020, about 44 percent of votes cast were reported by 6 a.m. Eastern time. (More from the AP.)

Clerks check ballots at the Maricopa County Tabulation and Election Center in Phoenix on Oct. 23. (Anna Watts for The Washington Post)


Polls open: 8 a.m. Eastern time (6 a.m. local time).
Polls close: 9 p.m. Eastern time (7 p.m. local time).
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? Arizona's lengthy two-page ballot could delay vote counting by 10 to 13 days due to slower processing, increased manual tabulation and new early-ballot handling requirements. In Arizona, ballots cast and processed before Election Day are the first to be reported after polls close. Mail ballots that are delivered on Election Day take much longer to tabulate because election workers do not begin processing or verifying them until after polls close. In Maricopa County, which has the state's largest population, about 20 percent of the nearly 1.6 million votes cast in 2022 were mail ballots dropped off on Election Day. Arizona does not release votes until all precincts have reported or one hour after all polls are closed, whichever is first, usually 10 p.m. Eastern time. In 2020, about 72 percent of total votes cast were reported by midnight Eastern time. (More from the AP.)
Polls open: 8:30 a.m. Eastern time (7:30 a.m. local time).
Polls close: 8:30 p.m. Eastern time (7:30 p.m. local time).
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? The vast majority of votes in this solid red state are counted on election night. The early-vote ballots are usually the first to be reported because they are counted as they arrive at each county office in the weeks leading up to the election, so a large chunk of results will be reported immediately after polls close. In 2020, about 79 percent of total votes cast were reported by midnight Eastern time. (More from the AP.)
Polls open: 10 a.m. Eastern time (7 a.m. local time).
Polls close: 11 p.m. Eastern time (8 p.m. local time).
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? California is solidly blue for presidential elections, but it is likely to take days and possibly weeks to know who won some competitive congressional districts, due to how slowly California counts votes. The extended process begins with a large initial reporting of votes, which reflects ballots that were cast in advance of Election Day. In 2020, about 54 percent of total votes cast were reported by midnight Eastern time. (More from the AP.)

Early voters in Denver drop off ballots on Oct. 25. (David Zalubowski/AP)


Polls open: 9 a.m. Eastern time (7 a.m. local time).
Polls close: 9 p.m. Eastern time (7 p.m. local time).
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? Colorado is a vote-by-mail state, but results flow in fairly quickly after polls close since ballots are tabulated as soon as they are received in advance of Election Day. In 2020, about 86 percent of total votes cast were reported by midnight Eastern time. (More from the AP.)
Polls open: 6 a.m. Eastern time.
Polls close: 8 p.m. Eastern time.
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? In the past, Connecticut did not allow early voting, so nearly all ballots were cast and counted on Election Day. This made the reporting process slower -- in 2020, the state was still counting its votes nearly two days after Election Day. Connecticut is newly using early voting for a presidential election this year. (More from the AP.)
Polls open: 7 a.m. Eastern time.
Polls close: 8 p.m. Eastern time.
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? Delaware has a small voting population and counts very quickly. In 2020, about 99 percent of votes had been counted by midnight. (More from the AP.)
Polls open: 7 a.m. Eastern time.
Polls close: 8 p.m. Eastern time.
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? Following the coronavirus pandemic, voters in the nation's capital, a heavily Democratic city, cast their ballots primarily by mail. Final counts will take some time, as ballots postmarked by Election Day will be counted if they arrive by Nov. 11. In 2020, about 55 percent of total votes cast were reported by midnight Eastern time. (More from the AP.)
Polls open: 7 a.m./8 a.m. Eastern time (7 a.m. local time -- Florida covers two time zones).
Polls close: 7 p.m./8 p.m. Eastern time (7 p.m. local time).
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? Florida counts votes faster than most states. In 2020, 90 percent of votes had been counted by 9 p.m. Eastern time. Early and mail voting is very popular here -- in 2020, 83 percent of votes cast were from early or absentee ballots -- and most counties report those votes first. (More from the AP.)

Voters in Decatur, Georgia, are given stickers on Oct. 16 after casting their ballots early. (Erik S Lesser/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Polls open: 7 a.m. Eastern time.
Polls close: 7 p.m. Eastern time.
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? Georgia state law allows county election officials to begin tabulating mail ballots at 7 a.m. on Election Day. As a result, the first votes reported on election night will include much of these mail ballots as well as early in-person votes. Overall, these ballots have tended to favor Democrats, ever since the issue of early and mail voting became highly politicized during the 2020 election. This suggests that the Democratic candidate in a competitive contest could take an early lead in the vote count in the initial vote reports after polls close, even though the race may tighten considerably as more votes are tabulated. Georgia counts its ballots fairly quickly: In 2020, about 77 percent of total votes cast were reported by midnight Eastern time. (More from the AP.)
Polls open: Noon Eastern time (7 a.m. local time).
Polls close: Midnight Eastern time (7 p.m. local time).
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? Elections in Hawaii are conducted predominantly by mail, after the state instituted the practice in 2019. In 2020, about 95 percent of total votes cast were reported by 6 a.m. Eastern time. (More from the AP.)
Polls open: Between 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. Eastern time, depending on municipality (7 a.m. or 8 a.m. local time -- nine counties are fully on Pacific time).
Polls close: 10 p.m./11 p.m. Eastern time (8 p.m. local time).
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? In Idaho, mail ballots must be returned by Election Day. Roughly half the counties report vote returns in a single complete update. In 2020, around half of the state's votes had been reported within an hour of polls closing, and it took only seven hours to get to 100 percent counted. (More from the AP.)

People in Chicago check in on Oct. 3 on the first day of early voting. (Charles Rex Arbogast/AP)


Polls open: 7 a.m. Eastern time (6 a.m. local time).
Polls close: 8 p.m. Eastern time (7 p.m. local time).
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? Early and absentee voting have grown in popularity here over the past few elections, which has slowed the vote count process a little. In 2020, about 74 percent of total votes cast were reported by midnight Eastern time. (More from the AP.)
Polls open: 6 a.m./7 a.m. Eastern time (6 a.m. local time -- 12 Indiana counties are on Central time).
Polls close: 6 p.m./7 p.m. Eastern time (6 p.m. local time).
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? Most polls in the state close at 6 p.m. Eastern time -- the earliest closing time in the country. In 2020, about 77 percent of votes were counted by midnight Eastern time. (More from the AP.)

John Olsen stands in line for early voting on Oct. 16 in Des Moines. (Charlie Neibergall/AP)


Polls open: 8 a.m. Eastern time (7 a.m. local time).
Polls close: 9 p.m. Eastern time (8 p.m. local time).
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? Ballots are counted and released quickly in Iowa. In 2020, about 82 percent of total votes cast were reported by midnight Eastern time. (More from the AP.)
Polls open: 7 a.m./8 a.m. Eastern time, though it varies by county (between 6 a.m. and 7 a.m. local time in the Central time zone and between 5 a.m. and 6 a.m. in the Mountain time zone).
Polls close: 8 p.m./9 p.m. Eastern time (7 p.m. local time).
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? In 2020, about 87 percent of votes cast were reported by midnight Eastern time. (More from the AP.)
Polls open: 6 a.m./7 a.m. Eastern time (6 a.m. local time -- 41 counties are on Central time).
Polls close: 6 p.m./7 p.m. Eastern time (6 p.m. local time).
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? Counties begin tabulation of absentee ballots on the morning of Election Day, but no results may be released until after polls close. The state has two poll closing times, 6 p.m. and 7 p.m. Eastern time because the state straddles the Eastern and Central time zones, but overall polls close at 6 p.m. local time -- the earliest in the nation. In Kentucky, many counties release vote returns in a single complete report. In 2020, about 98 percent of total votes cast were reported by midnight Eastern time. (More from the AP.)
Polls open: 7 a.m. Eastern time (6 a.m. local time).
Polls close: 9 p.m. Eastern time (8 p.m. local time).
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? Most votes should be counted by late election night or early the next morning, but since Louisiana is a "jungle primary" state, some of the more competitive races could advance to a Dec. 10 runoff. The top candidate must receive at least 50 percent of the vote, plus one, to win outright. Votes for Democrats may be concentrated in the earliest and latest counts on election night. In 2020, about 88 percent of total votes cast were reported by midnight Eastern time. (More from the AP.)

Locked boxes on Nov. 2, 2020, in a room in Portland, Maine, where absentee ballots are processed. (Robert F. Bukaty/AP)


Polls open: Between 6 a.m. and 10 a.m. Eastern time, depending on municipality.
Polls close: 8 p.m. Eastern time.
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? Maine is notoriously slow at counting votes because many of its small townships still count by hand. To complicate matters even more, the state's congressional races use ranked-choice voting, and if no candidate has a definitive majority, final results won't be released for about a week. In 2020, about 56 percent of total votes cast were reported by midnight Eastern time. (More from the AP.)
Polls open: 7 a.m. Eastern time.
Polls close: 8 p.m. Eastern time.
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? Historically, counting has been incredibly slow. In 2020, about 8 percent of total votes cast were reported by midnight Eastern time. Democrats in the state passed a law last year to allow for pre-processing of ballots to speed up vote counting. (More from the AP.)
Polls open: 7 a.m. Eastern time.
Polls close: 8 p.m. Eastern time.
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? Massachusetts polls close at 8 p.m. Eastern time and first votes come in quickly, but it often takes until after 11 p.m. to hit 50 percent. A small share of votes remain to be counted the day after Election Day. Mail ballots postmarked by Nov. 5 must be received by Nov. 8. (More from the AP.)

Residents participate in early voting on Oct. 19 in Detroit. (Spencer Platt/Getty Images)


Polls open: 7 a.m./8 a.m. Eastern time (7 a.m. local time -- four Michigan counties are on Central time).
Polls close: 8 p.m./9 p.m. Eastern time (8 p.m. local time).
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? A new law gives local election officials more time to process and tabulate absentee mail ballots, which should help alleviate the logjam that slowed ballot counting in the 2020 presidential election. In 2020, about 45 percent of total votes cast were reported by midnight Eastern time. Michigan covers two time zones, so most of the state will start reporting results while some voters in the Upper Peninsula are casting ballots until 9 p.m. Eastern time. The AP will not call a winner before the last polls have closed at 9 p.m. (More from the AP.)
Polls open: 8 a.m. Eastern time (7 a.m. local time).
Polls close: 9 p.m. Eastern time (8 p.m. local time).
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? The first votes in Minnesota tend to be released shortly after polls close at 9 p.m. Eastern time. Historically, these initial batches of votes tend to include a mix of votes cast early in person, by mail and on Election Day at a polling place. In 2020, about 66 percent of total votes cast were reported by midnight Eastern time, and 100 percent of results were released within 24 hours of polls closing. (More from the AP.)
Polls open: 8 a.m. Eastern time (7 a.m. local time).
Polls close: 8 p.m. Eastern time (7 p.m. local time).
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? In 2020, about 60 percent of total votes cast were reported by midnight Eastern time. The state didn't reach 100 percent reporting until about 8:30 a.m. that Thursday. (More from the AP.)
Polls open: 7 a.m. Eastern time (6 a.m. local time).
Polls close: 8 p.m. Eastern time (7 p.m. local time).
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? The state can start counting absentee ballots five days before Election Day, and nearly all absentee votes are released in the first batch of results after polls close. In 2020, about 68 percent of total votes cast were reported by midnight Eastern time. (More from the AP.)
Polls open: 9 a.m. Eastern time (7 a.m. local time).
Polls close: 10 p.m. Eastern time (8 p.m. local time).
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? Montana technically isn't one of the states that conducts its elections predominantly by mail, but quite a few Montanans choose to vote that way regardless. State law allows elections officials to start processing and verifying mail ballots up to three days before Election Day. Machine counting of mail ballots may begin the day before Election Day. In the 2020 U.S. Senate race, about 76 percent of the vote had been tabulated by 2 a.m. Eastern time and 89 percent by 6 a.m. Eastern time. (More from the AP.)

People in Omaha wait in line on Oct. 24 to cast early ballots or register to vote. (Mario Tama/Getty Images)


Polls open: 9 a.m. Eastern time (7 a.m./8 a.m. local time -- 19 counties are on Mountain time).
Polls close: 9 p.m. Eastern time (7 p.m./8 p.m. local time).
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? Historically, most Nebraska counties finish tallying votes on election night. In 2020, about 71 percent of total votes cast were reported by midnight Eastern time. (More from the AP.)
Polls open: 10 a.m. Eastern time (7 a.m. local time).
Polls close: 10 p.m. Eastern time (7 p.m. local time).
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? In 2021, Nevada adopted a law requiring mail-in ballots to be automatically sent to active voters, making permanent an emergency measure implemented during the coronavirus pandemic. In the midterm elections the following year, about 80 percent of voters cast their ballots in person before Election Day or by mail. Mail ballots that are postmarked by Election Day will be counted if they are received by Nov. 9, four days after Election Day. With a large number of mail ballots potentially arriving after Election Day, the outcome of some highly competitive races might not be determined until these additional mail ballots are received and tabulated. The state does not release any vote results until the final voter in line has cast a ballot, which could be well after the time polls formally close. In 2020, about 79 percent of total votes cast were reported by 6 a.m. the day after Election Day. (More from the AP.)
Polls open: It varies by municipality. Most open between 6 a.m. and 11 a.m. Eastern time. One municipality (Dixville) opens at midnight.
Polls close: Between 7 p.m. and 8 p.m. Eastern time, depending on municipality.
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? Vote counting has been slower here in the past few election cycles, especially in more populated cities like Nashua and Manchester. New Hampshire reports its vote at the township or ward level, not by county, and it counts the vast majority of its votes on election night. Each town or ward usually releases all of its results in a single update. Historically, fewer than 1 in 10 ballots in New Hampshire are cast before Election Day, as the state requires an excuse to vote absentee. In 2020, about 63 percent of total votes cast were reported by midnight Eastern time. (More from the AP.)
Polls open: 6 a.m. Eastern time.
Polls close: 8 p.m. Eastern time.
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? Early in-person voting was only recently enacted in New Jersey. Early in-person and mail ballots accounted for 30 percent of the vote in 2022. The first vote counts released on election night are expected to be a combination of those advance votes. Votes uncounted on election night can average 5 to 6 percent, higher in Cumberland and Bergen counties. (More from the AP.)
Polls open: 9 a.m. Eastern time (7 a.m. local time).
Polls close: 9 p.m. Eastern time (7 p.m. local time).
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? More than 60 percent of New Mexicans typically vote before Election Day. A 2023 law requires counties to post early and absentee results no later than 11 p.m. Eastern time. In 2020, about 78 percent of total votes cast were reported by midnight Eastern time. (More from the AP.)

An poll worker helps someone on Oct. 26 during the first day of early voting in New York. (Kena Betancur/AFP/Getty Images)


Polls open: 6 a.m. Eastern time.
Polls close: 9 p.m. Eastern time.
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? A huge chunk of votes will be reported on election night -- in 2020, 90 percent of votes were counted by 12:28 a.m. Eastern time. The last 10 percent were counted much more slowly, and the state took nine days to reach full reporting. (More from the AP.)
Polls open: 6:30 a.m. Eastern time.
Polls close: 7:30 p.m. Eastern time.
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? North Carolina has a track record of counting votes relatively quickly, leaving only about 1 percent of the vote uncounted after election night. This year, the count could be slowed in some areas due to the aftermath of Hurricane Helene. State election officials approved emergency measures in nearly 30 western counties and tribal areas giving voters additional options for turning in their absentee ballots. (More from the AP.)
Polls open: Between 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. Eastern time, depending on municipality (between 7 a.m. and 9 a.m. local time).
Polls close: 8 p.m./9 p.m. Eastern time (7 p.m. local time -- eight counties and portions of three others are on Mountain time).
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? In 2020, about 92 percent of total votes cast were reported by midnight Eastern time. (More from the AP.)

People in Columbus, Ohio, cast their ballots on Oct. 8 during the first day of in-person early voting. (Paul Vernon/AP)


Polls open: 6:30 a.m. Eastern time.
Polls close: 7:30 p.m. Eastern time.
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? Ohio routinely counts a little more than 2 percent of votes in the days after Election Day, which should only delay race calls in the closest races. Most late-counted votes in both elections were provisional ballots. (More from the AP.)
Polls open: 8 a.m. Eastern time (7 a.m. local time).
Polls close: 8 p.m. Eastern time (7 p.m. local time).
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? In 2020, about 98 percent of total votes cast were reported by midnight Eastern time. (More from the AP.)
Polls open: 9 a.m./10 a.m. Eastern time (7 a.m. local time -- Malheur County is on Mountain time).
Polls close: 10 p.m./11 p.m. Eastern time (8 p.m. local time).
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? Oregon's first reports typically focus on votes cast before Election Day, as the state primarily uses mail-in ballots. Oregon allows ballots postmarked by Election Day to be counted if they arrive up to seven days later. This means initial results can shift as later ballots are processed. In 2020, it took until about 2 p.m. Friday, three days after Election Day, for 90 percent of ballots to be counted. (More from the AP.)

A person drops off a mail-in ballot on Oct. 15 in Doylestown, Pennsylvania. (Hannah Beier/Getty Images)


Polls open: 7 a.m. Eastern time.
Polls close: 8 p.m. Eastern time.
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? Several factors contribute to a relatively slow vote-counting process in Pennsylvania. Under Pennsylvania law, election officials must wait until 7 a.m. on Election Day before they can begin to process ballots cast by mail and prepare them to be counted. The actual tabulation of mail ballots cannot begin until after polls have closed. Because of the overall volume of mail ballots -- they comprised almost a quarter of the total vote in the 2022 midterm elections -- and the varying amounts of time it takes the state's 67 counties to tally these votes, determining a winner in a highly competitive race could take several days, as it did in the 2020 presidential election. In 2020, about 54 percent of total votes cast were reported by midnight Eastern time. (More from the AP.)
Polls open: 7 a.m. Eastern time. One municipality (New Shoreham) opens at 9 a.m. Eastern time.
Polls close: 8 p.m. Eastern time.
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? Polls close in Rhode Island at 8 p.m. Absentee ballots can begin to be processed 20 days before the general election. In 2022, close to 30 percent of Rhode Island's votes were advance ballots. Votes cast on Election Day are reported first, and mail and early in-person votes are reported later in the night. More than 98 percent of the vote was counted on election night two years ago. (More from the AP.)
Polls open: 7 a.m. Eastern time.
Polls close: 7 p.m. Eastern time.
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? The state is generally able to wrap up its elections in one night. In general elections since 2014, South Carolina has added no more than about 5 percent of its vote after Election Day. (More from the AP.)
Polls open: 8 a.m./9 a.m. Eastern time (7 a.m. local time -- 17 counties are in Mountain time).
Polls close: 8 p.m./9 p.m. Eastern time (7 p.m. local time).
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? Not long in South Dakota. The state can't release results until all polls have closed, but it has a history of getting its ballots counted within four or five hours of final close time, even though some results are not fully complete until the next day. (More from the AP.)

A sign in Nashville directs people to a polling place on Oct. 24. (George Walker IV/AP)


Polls open: Between 7 a.m. and 10 a.m. Eastern time, depending on municipality (between 6 a.m. and 10 a.m. local time).
Polls close: 8 p.m. Eastern time (7 p.m./8 p.m. local time -- 30 Tennessee counties are on Eastern time).
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? In 2020, about 98 percent of total votes cast were reported by midnight Eastern time. (More from the AP.)
Polls open: 8 a.m./9 a.m. Eastern time (7 a.m. local time -- two counties are fully on Mountain time).
Polls close: 8 p.m./9 p.m. Eastern time (7 p.m. local time).
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? Most of the votes are typically counted within four to five hours of polls closing statewide, with remaining votes verified over the following days. Unless a race is too close to call, most winners are determined by 2 a.m. Eastern time. In fact, in the 2020 general election, more than half of all votes counted were released within 75 minutes of polls closing statewide. Texas can count quickly because so much of the state votes early, and counties with 100,000 people or more are allowed to start tallying early votes once the early voting period ends -- this year that's Nov. 1 -- which gives them a head start. Counties with fewer than 100,000 can start counting when polls open on Election Day, but with the smaller populations, many still manage to count all early votes by the time polls close. In 2020, about 91 percent of total votes cast were reported by midnight Eastern time. (More from the AP.)
Polls open: 9 a.m. Eastern time (7 a.m. local time).
Polls close: 10 p.m. Eastern time (8 p.m. local time).
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? Utah's elections are conducted predominantly by mail, and all registered voters are sent absentee ballots, which can be returned to a drop box or by mail. Mailed votes must be postmarked by Nov. 4, the day before Election Day. Utah tallies advance ballots before Election Day. Utah counted a third of its votes after Election Day in 2022, and those additional ballots favored Democrats by four percentage points. That was a substantial change from recent prior elections, when the shift expanded the margin of victory for Republicans by a half to almost a full percentage point. (More from the AP.)
Polls open: Between 5 a.m. and 10 a.m. Eastern time, depending on municipality.
Polls close: 7 p.m. Eastern time.
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? There are more than 200 towns and cities in the state. Like most of New England, Vermont releases its election votes at this level, which could slow down counting. In 2020, about 94 percent of total votes cast were reported by midnight Eastern time. If no gubernatorial candidate gets more than 50 percent of the vote, the race goes to the state legislature to decide. (More from the AP.)

People line up to vote in Arlington, Virginia, on Sept. 20. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


Polls open: 6 a.m. Eastern time.
Polls close: 7 p.m. Eastern time.
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? Virginia counts votes quicker than many other states. In 2020, about 71 percent of total votes cast were reported by midnight Eastern time. Only 3 percent of votes were counted after noon on the Wednesday following Election Day. (More from the AP.)
Polls open: Between 10 a.m. and noon Eastern time, depending on municipality (between 7 a.m. and 9 a.m. local time).
Polls close: 11 p.m. Eastern time (8 p.m. local time).
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? Washington votes predominantly by mail. Ballots are mailed to voters at least 45 days before Election Day. Mail ballots are not counted until polls close on election night. In 2020, about 81 percent of total votes cast were reported by midnight Eastern time, but totals did not reach 100 percent until more than a week later. Mail ballots can be postmarked by Election Day. (More from the AP.)
Polls open: 6:30 a.m. Eastern time.
Polls close: 7:30 p.m. Eastern time.
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? West Virginia counts votes quicker than many other states. In 2020, about 96 percent of total votes cast were reported by midnight Eastern time. (More from the AP.)

A woman drops off her ballot on the second day of early voting in Milwaukee on Oct. 23. (Vincent Alban/Reuters)


Polls open: 8 a.m. Eastern time (7 a.m. local time).
Polls close: 9 p.m. Eastern time (8 p.m. local time).
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? In Wisconsin, the first vote results reported on election night tend to be a mix of ballots cast on Election Day and in advance. State law does not allow for absentee ballots to be processed before 7 a.m. on Election Day. In the April presidential primaries, more than a third of counties reported most or all of their vote results in their first vote report of the night -- including in-person Election Day votes as well as mail-in and early votes. But larger counties, including the Democratic strongholds of Milwaukee and Dane, took much longer. Their first vote update of the night included only a small share of the total votes cast. In a close race, that is likely to mean waiting for final results in both places to know who has won the state. In 2020, about 70 percent of total votes cast were reported by midnight Eastern time. (More from the AP.)
Polls open: 9 a.m. Eastern time (7 a.m. local time).
Polls close: 9 p.m. Eastern time (7 p.m. local time).
Notable races:
How long does counting usually take? Wyoming has traditionally had all its counting done by early Wednesday morning. In 2020, about 62 percent of total votes cast were reported by midnight Eastern time. (More from the AP.)
Lauren Tierney and Ashlyn Still contributed to this report. Copy editing by Frances Moody.
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Congress tried to fix presidential transitions. Trump is testing the changes. 
The first test of a little-known change to the presidential transition process is causing anxiety as Trump is potentially poised to return to power.
By Lisa Rein, Amy Gardner | 2024-10-31

Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump departs the stage following a campaign event in Detroit on Oct. 18. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


After Donald Trump refused to concede the 2020 election, Congress moved to fend off a repeat of the 20 days of chaos that had obstructed the executive branch handover to Joe Biden.
But the first test of one little-known change to the presidential transition process is now causing anxiety among government officials as Trump is potentially poised to return to power.
If there's no apparent winner within five days of the election, every federal agency will be required on Nov. 11 to open its doors to both Trump's and Vice President Kamala Harris's campaigns so they can simultaneously begin the sprint to install a new administration. Each department is already working to find office space, ideally on separate floors, for the two campaigns and preparing two sets of career staffers to brief each team.
Even if the former president again contests the election results over baseless claims of voting fraud, his campaign staff could still have access to key operations of government, including sensitive information, while courts and lawmakers battle over the final results.
Concerns about the change lawmakers approved in 2022 have only been exacerbated by the Republican nominee's decision thus far to sit out the official federal transition process in the run-up to Election Day.
Trump's team is working out of a Manhattan office and inside the Willard Hotel in Washington, vetting candidates for some of the roughly 4,000 political jobs he'll need to quickly fill if he wins -- including by evaluating whether the nominees will be sufficiently loyal to the president, according to campaign officials who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private discussions.
But Trump himself has so far failed to sign an ethics pledge and agreements on transition fundraising disclosures and limits -- both of which are requirements for any candidate to be able to gain access to agencies, secure computer equipment, government email systems and about $7 million in funding, and to participate in the formal process run by the General Services Administration. Trump would be the first presidential candidate to decline to participate in the formal federal process.
His campaign is expected to eventually sign the documents, according to a senior Biden administration official involved in transition planning, who was not authorized to speak publicly about the election and spoke on the condition of anonymity.
Even if that happens, his team would have a late start on applying for security clearances to receive briefings on classified and sensitive material.
Meanwhile, many career employees across the government who would be tasked with helping Trump's campaign with a handover of power from the Biden administration could soon lose their jobs if he revives a plan to fire civil servants his administration deems resistant to his policies. Trump and his allies have railed against government workers throughout the campaign, promising to pick up where his first administration left off in eradicating the "deep state" of bureaucrats they accuse of undermining his policies.
Less than a week out from the election, with polls showing the race deadlocked, officials and outside experts worry that the federal government is poised on the edge of significant confusion and turmoil yet again -- exactly the scenario Congress had hoped to avoid after 2020.
"We are in uncharted territory right now, and it has the potential to be complicated for everyone involved," said Valerie Smith Boyd, director of the Center for Presidential Transition, a resource for presidential candidates within the nonpartisan Partnership for Public Service.
Trump transition co-chairs Howard Lutnick and Linda McMahon said in a statement that transition lawyers "continue to constructively engage with the Biden-Harris administration lawyers regarding all agreements contemplated by the Presidential Transition Act." They noted that transition staff have signed a "robust" ethics pledge; that pledge is looser than the federal one, transition experts said, and does not meet the requirements of the law.
The former president has avoided the official handover process because he distrusts the government and is superstitious about formalizing any steps toward a transition before winning the election, according to campaign officials.
Harris, the Democratic nominee, has signed the federal ethics pledge and other official transition agreements -- a sign that her approach to bringing in a new administration would be more by-the-book. But she faces her own challenges to taking control of the bureaucracy of 2.2 million executive branch employees. After Harris abruptly became the Democratic nominee this summer when President Joe Biden dropped out, her transition team has faced a markedly condensed time frame to vet candidates. A Harris transition spokesman said in an email that the campaign is the "top priority right now ... The transition is focused on setting up the infrastructure necessary to be ready for the post-election period."
For decades, the nonpartisan handoffs between an outgoing administration and a government-in-waiting have been mostly drama-free, and based on rules outlined in the Presidential Transition Act of 1963. Winning candidates' first task is to learn about current agency missions, policies and ongoing projects and to begin filling political roles in the executive branch, from Cabinet secretaries to press assistants. Career leaders and appointees from the outgoing administration hand off guidance to help the new team kick off its government, provide briefings on major issues and make themselves available to answer questions. The flow of resources has long been crucial to an orderly transition.
"If you think about it for a minute, this is an awesome process, right?" said Rep. Gerry Connolly (D), whose Northern Virginia district includes thousands of federal employees. "You're talking about the most sophisticated, arguably most important government in the world literally handing over the keys to the office and everything therein to an opposing team in a peaceful manner ... even though you know that's going to usher in lots of changes in policy and regulations and even law."
But that usually smooth process failed in 2020, when then-GSA Administrator Emily Murphy, a Trump appointee, for close to three weeks refused to "ascertain" Biden's victory -- a formal declaration that the transition process can begin -- as Trump baselessly claimed that fraud had marred Biden's win. Murphy later bowed to bipartisan pressure.
In the aftermath of the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection, lawmakers in both parties came together to pass the Electoral Count Reform and Presidential Transition Improvement Act. The law added procedures for counting electoral votes following a presidential election -- and tried to ensure that an incoming president is not thwarted from planning and staffing a new administration during the fast-moving weeks between Election Day and the inauguration in January.
It also eliminated the GSA's role in ascertaining the winning candidate's victory: The agency now must launch transition operations within five days of Election Day -- for both campaigns if neither candidate has conceded.
Federal agencies have until Friday to formalize plans to welcome the Trump and Harris transition teams, which in large departments traditionally have numbered about a dozen people.
Briefing materials will be more concise than ever to encourage incoming teams to read them, according to several officials. The new law's top priority is equity: The campaigns must receive the same materials, be briefed in equal depth and have access to the same-size space.
"They don't want to be in a situation where one campaign says their needs aren't being met," the senior Biden administration official said of government leaders.
Right now, though, the equal access required by the new law won't be possible, since Trump hasn't signed the required pledges.
By not submitting to a formal government ethics plan, Trump would skirt rules that for decades have banned possible conflicts of interest for political appointees. And by skipping the fundraising restrictions, he would have no limits on private contributions to his transition.
Spokespeople for the Labor Department and the Department of Health and Human Services said those agencies are preparing to receive both campaign staffs. Other agencies would not speak publicly about their transition preparations and referred questions to the White House budget office, which also declined to publicly discuss planning.
Some career leaders worry that prolonged uncertainty over the election could take time away from pressing issues. Officials at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention privately are concerned they will lack time to address infectious-disease threats, including an H5N1 bird flu outbreak in dairy cows. "We could have an entire month where we have to talk to two transition teams and brief them" on a range of public health outbreaks, leaving less time for the CDC to address the actual threats, one agency official said.
Trump and his allies have pledged to continue a dramatic overhaul of federal hiring rules called Schedule F, which Trump started through an executive order but ran out of time to implement at the end of his first administration. Schedule F would have allowed his appointees to fire tens of thousands of federal workers and replace them with loyalists.
By briefing his campaign on ongoing projects during a possible transition, some career officials worry that they would associate themselves with policies Trump could scrap in a second term -- along with their jobs.
"From a work perspective, those focused on transition are doing what they need to do, and they are nonpartisan professionals," said Gail Lovelace, a retired personnel chief at the GSA who also led transition preparations from 2007 to 2009. "In their personal lives, a lot of people working in government are worried about what could happen with Schedule F."
Late last week, the Biden administration reissued final details of a new rule designed to make it harder for Trump to reinstate Schedule F in a second term. If he's reelected, Trump is likely to eliminate the rule.
Trump's transition, led by Cantor Fitzgerald chief executive and donor Howard Lutnick and Linda McMahon, a former professional wrestling executive who headed the Small Business Administration under Trump, is operating out of Lutnick's New York offices and the Willard Hotel, which four years ago served as a command center where some of Trump's loyal lieutenants plotted to overturn the 2020 election.
To vet candidates, Trump's team is relying on insiders who served in his first term and are closely affiliated with the America First Policy Institute, a conservative think tank where McMahon serves as chair of the board, according to campaign aides. The group has worked since soon after Trump left office to assemble policy plans and potential executive orders and legislation for a second term. It is unclear to what extent America First has a personnel database that is different from the one put together by the Heritage Foundation as part of its Project 2025, a blueprint from which Trump distanced himself as Democrats targeted many of its proposals as extreme.
By not participating in the formal transition process, Trump could delay the start of a second administration and potentially put the country at risk, experts say, by cutting his team off from security briefings and other matters. "There are a lot of things about a presidential transition that require government interaction, and they exist so things like getting your people cleared are not left to the last minute," said Max Stier, president and chief executive of the Partnership for Public Service.
Harris's transition is led by Yohannes Abraham, former ambassador to the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, who led the Biden transition in 2020. Thanks to her late start, Harris is likely to ask some Biden appointees to continue in their roles, experts said. Harris would be the first sitting vice president to win the White House since 1989, when Republican George H.W. Bush succeeded Ronald Reagan.
If the GOP regains control of the Senate in the election, Harris could also face challenges in getting her Cabinet and other top staff confirmed. Her transition advisers have begun reviewing which existing Cabinet secretaries and other Senate-confirmed officials could stay in their positions for at least the outset of her presidency, said one person familiar with the matter, speaking on the condition of anonymity to describe private deliberations.
Josh Dawsey, Jeff Stein, Tyler Pager, Lena H. Sun, Isaac Arnsdorf, Dan Diamond and Maxine Joselow contributed to this report.
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What we know about Trump, Harris, the Supreme Court and federal judges
Whoever wins the White House in November will face a closely divided Senate and, at least at first, relatively few judicial vacancies.
By Justin Jouvenal | 2024-10-31

President Donald Trump greets Supreme Court Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh at his White House swearing-in on Oct. 8, 2018. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Legal activist Leonard Leo was an architect of what is arguably Donald Trump's most significant legacy as president: remaking the federal judiciary and installing a conservative supermajority on the Supreme Court that delivered long-sought victories for the right on abortion, guns and federal regulation.
But the leader of the Federalist Society -- who had a falling out with Trump, The Washington Post reported in February -- has not been tapped to reprise that role this election cycle.
Instead, Trump is seeking guidance from a set of more controversial lawyers, according to a person familiar with the former president's thinking on legal issues who spoke on the condition of anonymity to be candid.
Mike Davis, a former Senate aide and clerk to Justice Neil M. Gorsuch whom Trump has touted as a potential member of his next administration, is said to be among those advising Trump on potential judicial nominees. Davis said in an interview that he looked forward to working with Trump on his judicial picks in his second term, just as he did in Trump's first term, when he helped get Gorsuch win confirmation to the Supreme Court.
Davis has grabbed attention for inflammatory comments, including that he wants to put migrant children in cages and would enact a "reign of terror" if he were appointed Trump's attorney general.
The person familiar with Trump's legal thinking said Mark Paoletta, an administration attorney who signed off on a delay of aid to Ukraine that led to Trump's first impeachment, is also expected to advise Trump on legal issues. Paoletta did not respond to a request for comment.
A third adviser is expected to be Jeffrey Clark, the former Justice Department attorney charged in Georgia with participating in an effort to overturn the results of the 2020 election, this person said. Clark, who has pleaded not guilty, did not respond to a request for an interview.
"President Trump appointed three fantastic Supreme Court Justices in his first term and greatly respects the institution," Karoline Leavitt, a Trump campaign spokeswoman, said in a statement. She did not respond to other questions.
In September 2023, Trump promised a crowd at a religious gathering that he would appoint "rock solid" conservatives to the Supreme Court in the mold of Justices Antonin Scalia, Samuel A. Alito Jr. and Clarence Thomas if he wins a second term. He has also repeatedly promised during his campaign to release a list of Supreme Courts picks -- something he also did during his 2016 and 2020 campaigns. But no list has materialized.
Trump's Democratic opponent, Vice President Kamala Harris, has said little about her plans for judicial appointments. Her campaign declined to comment for this article.
Harris, a former prosecutor, California attorney general and U.S. senator, gained attention for sharply questioning Trump's Supreme Court nominees during Senate hearings while she served on the Judiciary Committee.
Some clues about her judicial philosophy come from the Biden administration, which has chosen judges who are significantly more diverse than those chosen by any previous president, said Paul M. Collins Jr., professor of legal studies and political science at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst.
Biden appointed the first Black woman to the Supreme Court, Ketanji Brown Jackson, and more than 60 percent of his nominees to the federal bench have been minorities. Harris has touted the diversity of the administration's picks and reportedly pushed Biden to select Jackson.
Collins said he expects Harris to follow the template of other recent Democratic presidents in not veering too far to the left on judicial nominations.
"She'd be looking for nominees that reflect the diversity of America and also have a sort of moderate, liberal ideology," Collins said. "Folks who would respect civil rights and liberties and protect precedents set by the Warren court in particular in areas like criminal rights, privacy. Reproductive freedom is going to continue to be a very large issue."
Ty Cobb, who was part of Trump's White House legal team, said whoever wins the election will be forced to pick centrists for the bench because of the challenge of getting nominees confirmed by what is likely to be a narrowly divided Senate.
The electoral map and current polls show Republicans have a greater likelihood of winning control of the upper chamber, which is now controlled by Democrats.
Sen. John Cornyn (Texas), who could become majority leader of a Republican-controlled Senate, has said he wouldn't schedule a vote on a Harris Supreme Court nominee who was too liberal.
At the same time, such moderate Republicans as Lisa Murkowski (Alaska) and Susan Collins (Maine) might balk at more extreme picks by Trump. "I don't think either [Trump or Harris] will depart greatly from the norms," Cobb said.
The next president will probably have less of a chance to put their mark on the federal judiciary than Trump or Biden did. Trump appointed 243 judges, while Biden has won approval for 213 to date. Taken together, that constitutes roughly half of the nation's nearly 900 federal judgeships, with just 45 federal judgeships vacant.
The numbers will fluctuate before the inauguration in January, but the next president could have the fewest openings to fill at the start of a presidential term since 1989, according to figures compiled by Russell Wheeler, a fellow at the Brookings Institution who tracks judicial appointments.
Any openings on the Supreme Court would depend in part on who wins the White House.
A Trump victory would allow one or both of the court's oldest justices, Clarence Thomas, 76, and Samuel A. Alito Jr., 74, to resign without jeopardizing the conservative supermajority.
But conservative justices would most likely try to stay on through a Democratic administration, which means Harris's most likely opportunity to appoint a justice would come if the court's oldest liberal, Sonia Sotomayor, 70, were to retire. Some Democrats have called for Sotomayor to relinquish her seat while Biden is still president because she has battled diabetes. They worry health complications could force her to step down at some future point when a Democrat is not in the White House.

The members of the Supreme Court. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


None of the three justices have offered any indication they plan to retire, however, regardless of who becomes president. And two senior people in the conservative legal movement, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive issue, said they think it's unlikely that Thomas or Alito would step down even if Trump wins a second term.
Davis said he would advise Trump against releasing a list of prospective Supreme Court nominees because it would probably become "political fodder" for Democrats before Election Day. Others said there is little reason for Trump to do so.
"In 2016, he needed a list to persuade conservatives that he was okay," said Josh Blackman, a professor of law at South Texas College of Law Houston. "He just doesn't need that now. People believe him based on his record from the first term."
Davis said Trump views his judicial appointments as his most important legacy and wants to build on that. He said Trump wants picks who are "bolder and more fearless" than his first-term judicial nominees, who Davis described as sometimes reining in their rulings to avoid "blowback from left-wing media and groups."
Among the names Davis has praised publicly are 5th Circuit Court of Appeals Judge Kyle Duncan, who said the Supreme Court's 2015 ruling legalizing same-sex marriage "imperils civic peace," and U.S. District Judge Aileen M. Cannon, who dismissed the classified documents criminal case against Trump in Florida.
Legal observers, including Collins and Blackman, said they would expect Trump to look to the conservative 5th Circuit Court of Appeals, which has consistently staked out positions to the right of the Supreme Court, as a source of potential high court nominees. In addition to Duncan, they pointed to Judges James Ho and Andy Oldham.
Other names floated by the conservative Judicial Action Group included Judge Gregory G. Katsas, a Trump appointee to the powerful D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals; Lawrence VanDyke from the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals; and Kristen Waggoner, president of Alliance Defending Freedom, a legal organization that focuses on religious freedom, antiabortion and anti-trans issues.
Legal groups and advocates who are closer to Democrats pointed to Solicitor General Elizabeth B. Prelogar, former associate attorney general Vanita Gupta and California Supreme Court Justice Leondra Kruger as possible high court picks. Some also said Harris seems likely to push for changes at the court long demanded by transparency advocates.
Harris has said she supports Biden's proposal to create an enforceable ethics code for the Supreme Court and 18-year term limits for justices. One of her top aides, Brian Fallon, founded Demand Justice, a progressive legal advocacy group that pushes for Supreme Court overhauls.
"There is a clear crisis of confidence facing the Supreme Court as its fairness has been called into question after numerous ethics scandals and decision after decision overturning long-standing precedent," Harris said in a statement after Biden unveiled his plan over the summer. "These popular reforms will help to restore confidence in the Court, strengthen our democracy, and ensure no one is above the law."
Beth Reinhard, Marianne Levine and Tyler Pager contributed to this report.
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Michigan voters near evenly split between Harris and Trump, Post poll finds 
The survey finds strengths and weaknesses for each candidate heading into Election Day.
By Scott Clement, Emily Guskin, Dan Balz | 2024-10-31

Voters fill out ballots Tuesday at a polling station in Grand Rapids, Michigan. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


Battleground Michigan remains a toss-up in the election's final week, with voters almost evenly divided between supporting Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump, according to a Washington Post poll that finds clear strengths and weaknesses for each candidate.
The Post poll finds registered voters split 47 percent for Trump and 45 percent for Harris. Likely voters tilt the other way, with 47 percent supporting Harris and 46 percent backing Trump. Both margins are within the poll's margin of error of 3.7 percentage points, indicating either candidate could hold a lead. Harris's slightly better standing with likely voters owes to the fact that more of her supporters have participated in recent elections.
In the Senate race for the seat of retiring Democratic Sen. Debbie Stabenow, registered voters are split, with 46 percent supporting Democrat Elissa Slotkin versus 45 percent supporting Republican Mike Rogers. Among likely voters, 48 percent back Slotkin and 45 percent back Rogers.
When asked their preference for which party should control the Senate, which is now held by the Democrats, 48 percent of likely Michigan voters say they want Republicans in charge, while 47 percent say they prefer Democrats.
The close contests are unsurprising in a swing state that favored President Joe Biden by 2.8 percentage points in 2020 and Trump by 0.2 points in 2016. Harris's clearest path to victory this year is by winning the three so-called "blue wall" states of Michigan, Wisconsin and Pennsylvania. Those three states, along with a single electoral vote from a Nebraska congressional district and other states where she is clearly favored, would put Harris at 270 electoral votes, the exact number needed to claim the White House.
If Trump were to lose Wisconsin and Pennsylvania but win Michigan's 15 electoral votes along with other states he is expected to win, Harris would then need to win Georgia or North Carolina, each with 16 electoral votes, or, failing that, carry both Arizona and Nevada, which combined account for 17 electoral votes.
Trump has clear advantages in the Wolverine State: Nearly 6 in 10 registered voters rate the national economy negatively, despite declining inflation and steady economic growth, and 76 percent of likely voters in this group support him for president, according to the poll.
More than half the electorate (57 percent) say the economy is an extremely important issue, the highest of any polled. Trump also holds a seven-point edge over Harris when voters were asked which candidate would better handle the economy. On the specific question of which candidate would do more to help middle-class workers -- often a topic where Democrats have a polling advantage -- voters are split about evenly.
Nearly half of Michigan voters say immigration is extremely important to their vote (47 percent), and among Republicans, this rises to 71 percent. Overall immigration as an issue ranks second behind only the economy. Voters say they think Trump would do a better job handling immigration than Harris, by 51 percent to 38 percent.

People attend a campaign event for Trump in Walker, Michigan, in September. (Joel Angel Juarez for The Washington Post) 


They are divided, however, over one of Trump's most controversial proposals, which is to deport most undocumented immigrants. The poll finds that 48 percent say they favor offering undocumented immigrants a chance to apply for legal status, while 46 percent favor Trump's proposal for deportation.
Abortion is Harris's strongest issue; 64 percent of Michigan voters say abortion should be legal in all or most cases and 68 percent of this group supports her for president. Voters prefer Harris to handle abortion issues by a 13-point margin over Trump -- her largest margin across any issue in the poll. She also holds a six-point edge over Trump on handling health care, her second-best issue.
About 4 in 10 voters say abortion is extremely important in their vote -- behind the economy and immigration -- but Democrats rate it as their top issue, with more than 6 in 10 saying it is extremely important in their vote. Nearly half of women say the same.
By a 10-point margin, Michigan voters say Trump would better handle U.S. policy on the Israel-Gaza war, although the war ranks lowest on a list of issues voters say are extremely important. Twice as many Trump supporters say the issue is extremely important in their voting decision as Harris supporters -- 40 percent to 20 percent.
There has been considerable media focus on the state's Arab American population and whether Harris could lose support because of the Biden administration's support of Israel paired with deep concerns about the suffering of Palestinian civilians from Israel's war against Hamas. Arab Americans make up 2 percent of Michigan likely voters, according to the poll. That sample size is too small to report results among Arab Americans alone.
Harris's support base includes voters who, based on past voting history, appear more certain to cast ballots. While overwhelming majorities of Trump and Harris voters say they are absolutely certain to vote or have already cast a ballot, the poll finds Harris supporters are more likely to have voted in the 2020 general election than Trump backers (70 percent vs. 61 percent). Harris voters are 15 points more likely than Trump voters to have turned out in the 2022 general election in Michigan, when Democratic Gov. Gretchen Whitmer easily won reelection and voters approved a ballot initiative protecting abortion rights.
Harris voters have gotten a head start in casting their ballots in Michigan this year, according to the poll. More than one-third of likely voters say they have already voted, among whom 56 percent voted for Harris, while 34 percent supported Trump. Trump leads by 53 percent to 42 percent among voters who say they are certain to vote but have not yet cast a ballot.

People listen to Vice President Kamala Harris during a rally Monday in Ann Arbor, Michigan. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post) 


The poll also shows warning signs for each candidate.
Black Michiganders who are likely voters favor Harris by 63 percent to 21 percent, far lower than Biden's 92 percent support in 2020 according to network exit polls. Some 13 percent of Black likely voters say they are undecided in the Post poll, compared with 5 percent of White voters who say the same.
Trump appears to have made inroads among union members, who split their support 48 percent for Harris and 46 percent for Trump. But Harris holds a 19-point advantage among voters in union households who are not members themselves. In 2020, Biden won both groups by double digits in the state, according to the AP VoteCast election survey.
Biden's unpopularity is a clear hurdle for Harris, with 41 percent of voters in the state approving of the president's performance and 56 percent disapproving. Among those who disapprove, 82 percent support Trump while 8 percent back Harris. The vice president is supported by 94 percent of those who approve of Biden's job performance.
One challenge for Trump is consolidating self-identified Republicans. Currently, 94 percent of Michigan Democrats support Harris while 86 percent of Republicans back their party's nominee. Among independents, Trump is at 50 percent support compared with 42 percent for Harris.
Trump is also suffering from some potential falloff in support from White voters without college degrees, who make up half of the Michigan electorate. The poll finds him leading by 11 points with this group compared with his 21-point advantage in 2020 exit polls.
White college graduates are almost evenly divided according to the poll, with 49 percent of likely voters backing Harris and 45 percent supporting Trump. In 2020 Biden won his group by seven points, according to exit polls.
Michigan has been roiled with controversy over the 2020 election, with election deniers often prominent among local Republican Party enclaves. Acceptance of the 2020 election is a core dividing line among voters, with 55 percent of Michigan voters saying Biden won that election "fair and square," while 33 percent echo Trump's untrue claims that Biden won because of voter fraud. Another 12 percent report no opinion. About 8 in 10 voters who say Biden won fairly support Harris, while 96 percent of those who claim fraud support Trump. Among those who say they don't know, 81 percent support Trump.
Asked about this year's election, 70 percent of voters say they are confident votes in Michigan will be counted accurately, including more than 9 in 10 Democrats and nearly 7 in 10 independents. A narrower 52 percent majority of Republicans are confident the state will count votes accurately.
The Washington Post poll was conducted Oct. 24-28 among a random sample of 1,004 registered voters in Michigan drawn from a statewide voter database. Live caller interviews reached respondents on cellphones (63 percent) and landlines (11 percent); 26 percent of respondents were reached via text message and invited to take the survey online. The overall margin of error is plus or minus 3.7 percentage points for both registered and likely voters; all registered voters were assigned a probability of voting to produce likely voter results.
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Harris's momentum in California energizes House Democrats, rattles GOP
California Democrats hope a Harris-powered surge in energy and money will help clinch key congressional races -- and sweep Republicans out of the House. 
By Marianna Sotomayor | 2024-10-31

Rep. David G. Valadao (R-California), center left, receives a tour of the Westwood Manor affordable housing complex in Earlimart, California, on Oct. 3. (Jenna Schoenefeld for The Washington Post)


HANFORD, Calif. -- Democrats are increasingly confident that having Kamala Harris as their presidential nominee could bolster them in key California congressional races and help sweep Republicans out of the House.
To win back the majority, House Democrats need to flip only four GOP seats, making California's five most competitive races enough, in theory, to reclaim control. Democrats here believe the Harris-powered surge in energy, fundraising and volunteers will help clinch these races.
"People have more pep in their step for sure," said Rudy Salas, the Democrat challenging GOP Rep. David G. Valadao in California's agriculture-rich Central Valley. "I tell people, we just got to make sure that we use that energy to carry us through November 5."
Though Harris herself has not devoted much time to rallying Democrats back home, her momentum is a source of concern for Republicans in the Golden State and beyond.
House Republicans are particularly concerned about losing ground in suburban California districts, according to two people familiar with the situation who spoke on the condition of anonymity to speak candidly about these races. 
House Republicans also worry that former president Donald Trump is not doing enough to cast Harris as an extension of President Joe Biden and convince voters that high prices, threats to public safety and immigration would continue under her watch.
"Numbers were looking really, really good for Republicans and then [Biden] dropped out, so I think that helps Harris," Valadao said, echoing a sentiment shared by several House Republican lawmakers and strategists. "And I feel like Trump's team needs to do a better job of associating the two."
Of the five competitive districts, which stretch across the rural Central Valley down south to the suburbs of Los Angeles and Orange County, Biden won four by several percentage points in 2020, while Trump won Rep. Ken Calvert's Coachella Valley district by one point.
Republicans flipped the House in 2022 in part because voters in reliably blue states such as California, New York and Oregon felt confident that state legislatures would protect abortion access and sent Republicans to Washington with a mandate to focus on other issues.
Unlike Democrats, who are proudly running with Harris, Republicans here must try to separate themselves from their nominee and his far-right MAGA movement to convince Harris voters that they're worth reelecting.
"I don't win without ticket splitters," said Valadao, who voted to impeach Trump for his role in the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection at the U.S. Capitol. "It's been the story of my life."

California Route 99 in Earlimart. (Jenna Schoenefeld for The Washington Post)



Valadao at Westwood Manor. (Jenna Schoenefeld/For The Washington Post)


These California districts are not sure bets for Democrats and remain competitive. While Harris reinvigorated a depressed Democratic base when she became the party's nominee, statewide polls show Harris running behind Biden's 2020 numbers in some districts.
Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) made two trips to California in October to campaign or fundraise for Republicans in the five toss-ups and other districts that lean competitive, while Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) swung by three Southern California suburban districts.
Democrats see pickup opportunities in the suburbs, such as California's 27th, 41st and 45th districts, which are represented by GOP Reps. Mike Garcia, Calvert and Michelle Steel, respectively. Steel's Orange County district in particular began to heat up after Harris became the nominee, leading Republicans to move resources from other nearby races to shore up her bid.
While some of the voters in these districts left Los Angeles because of high cost-of-living and crime rates, many are socially liberal. That may be why abortion messaging appears to be resonating in these districts -- and why some vulnerable Republicans have moderated their positions.
Even before Harris became the nominee, Republican strategists acknowledged that George Whitesides, Garcia's Democratic challenger, was mobilizing voters in a way that made the district more competitive.
At his Santa Clarita campaign office earlier this month, Whitesides joked to over 100 volunteers that they must have already found the 333 new voters they need to beat Garcia's 2020 margin. The weekend before, his campaign knocked on 8,000 doors, it said.
Whitesides's challenge is stopping split-ticket voters who are loyal to Garcia. He often approaches them by touting his record bringing jobs to the district when he was CEO of Virgin Galactic.
"I just say that I'm my own person, and I'll vote however I think will benefit the district," he said. "Whether it's business or national security I think I clearly won't be afraid to vote how we think we need to benefit the district."

Democrat George Whitesides, right, and Rep. Adam Schiff (D-California), left, greet  attendees at Whitesides's  campaign headquarters in Santa Clarita, California, on Oct. 5. (Jenna Schoenefeld for The Washington Post)



Attendees at an event at Whitesides's  headquarters. (Jenna Schoenefeld for The Washington Post)


In the campaign's final weeks, Garcia, a former U.S. Navy pilot, is messaging on security -- national, economic and local -- while also trying to tie Whitesides to the far left.
"My district has 29 percent Republican registration, which means that, literally, 15 to 20 percent of the Democrats vote for me in order for me to win," he said in an interview. "We need to be able to make sure we're communicating my record to everyone."
A bit north, the climate is slightly more favorable to Republicans, and Valadao believes he will benefit from Trump turning out conservatives. In his district, rows of farms proudly display large Trump-Vance signs that read "Make Goods and Food Affordable Again." Several lower-income and rural counties here went for Trump, even though the district went for Biden.
A recent poll from the University of California at Berkeley shows Harris slightly behind Biden's favorability in California around the same time four years ago, in part because she is underperforming with Latino voters. While Harris continues to lead Trump with Latinos, 54 percent to 35 percent, that is 20 percentage points lower than the support Biden received in 2020, according to exit polls.
That gap could make a difference in Valadao's and GOP Rep. John Duarte's districts, where Latinos make up over 70 percent of the population. Both Republican incumbents are able to attack their Democratic opponents for their record in the state legislature, which locals blame for raising the gas tax and high housing costs.
Democrats believe Valadao could be the toughest to unseat. He campaigns on his success getting funding for agricultural projects and his strong ties to the district, where he is often seen on his family's dairy farm.

Valadao walks around his farm in Hanford, California, on Oct. 3. (Jenna Schoenefeld/For The Washington Post)



The congressman releases dried distillers grains at his farm. (Jenna Schoenefeld for The Washington Post)


It is possible that none of that will matter if Democrats can successfully turn out their voters. Valadao benefits from low voter turnout in a district that has twice as many registered Democrats as Republicans.
Strong Democratic turnout could wipe out vulnerable Republicans -- like it did Valadao during the 2018 anti-Trump "blue wave" midterms. He won back his seat in 2020 even though Biden won his district.
"It's all about turnout," said Salas, Valadao's opponent. "If we could get north of 60 percent, which isn't unheard of for presidential election turnout, I think things look a lot better for us."
Leigh Ann Caldwell contributed to this report.
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In final days, Democrats step up pitch to Native American voters
The vice-presidential candidate's weekend trip to the country's biggest reservation came as Democrats work to pay more attention to tribal voters.
By Patrick Svitek, Dylan Wells | 2024-10-31

The audience listens as Democratic vice-presidential candidate and Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks at a "Native Americans for Harris-Walz" event at MGM Grand in Las Vegas on Oct. 27. (Rachel Aston/Las Vegas Review-Journal/AP)


Democrats are making a final push to gain the support of Native American voters in a close presidential race, part of a broader push to court a voting bloc that has long felt overlooked.
"We're here because we're not taking any vote for granted, and we're here to show the respect to the Navajo Nation and earn your vote," the Democratic vice-presidential candidate, Tim Walz, said during a visit Saturday to the sprawling reservation centered in northeast Arizona.
It was the first trip by a candidate on either presidential ticket this cycle to one of the most populous tribal nations -- and one of two events Walz headlined in as many days targeting Native voters.
Standing in front of Window Rock -- the namesake sandstone formation of the Navajo Nation capital -- Walz, wearing a beaded turquoise necklace, promised Vice President Kamala Harris would show more respect for tribal communities in the White House than former president Donald Trump.
In recent weeks, Democrats have spent money on ads, staff and other efforts across battleground states to mobilize Native Americans as a potential difference-maker in a tight race.
Much of the outreach has been focused on Arizona, which has the largest Native population of any battleground state. President Joe Biden's razor-thin margin of victory there in 2020 -- 10,457 votes -- highlighted how decisive this vote can be.
"The difference between Kamala Harris and Gov. Walz winning in the state of Arizona, or Donald Trump and that other guy, the difference could be here on the Navajo Nation," Arizona Sen. Mark Kelly said Saturday, addressing a reservation with a population of over 165,000 -- the most populous in the country.

Vice President Kamala Harris, the Democratic nominee for president, and running mate Gov. Tim Walz greet Michigan voters during a rally in Ann Arbor, Michigan on Oct. 28. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


Republicans have also made efforts at outreach to tribal communities in Arizona, arguing, among other things, that Trump is the best candidate to create economic opportunity for them. About a fifth of Native Americans live below the poverty level, according to the American Community Survey.
"We can't be doomed again," Myron Lizer, a Republican and former vice president of the Navajo Nation said as he protested at the Walz event, according to the Navajo Times. "Our people have been voting Democrat for over five decades and nothing's changed."
Native Americans make up just over 1 percent of the U.S. population, according to 2020 census data. In Arizona, they are just under 5 percent of the population.
While Biden is no longer seeking reelection, his legacy looms large in the push for Native votes.
He tapped former New Mexico congresswoman Deb Haaland to serve as interior secretary, making her the first Native American Cabinet-level secretary. He moved to protect land around the Grand Canyon from further uranium mining, a priority of tribes in the region.
And on Friday, Biden went to the Gila River Indian Community near Phoenix to formally apologize for the U.S. policy that sent Native American children to boarding schools for 150 years, taking them from their families and stripping them of their culture.
"I know I speak for everyone when I say that we've never had a president -- or vice president -- who've done more for Indian country," Stephen Roe Lewis, governor of the Gila River Indian Community, said as he introduced Biden.
The outreach extends down the ballot in Arizona.
The state's Democratic nominee for Senate, Rep. Ruben Gallego, has set a goal of visiting all 22 federally recognized tribes in the state by Election Day. He checked off his 20th tribe earlier this month when he hiked to the bottom of the Grand Canyon to meet with the Havasupai.
In Arizona's 2nd Congressional District, Native voters are especially galvanized as the former president of the Navajo Nation, Jonathan Nez (D), runs against Rep. Eli Crane (R).
"As Native Americans, our voices have long been marginalized, but now is the time for us to reclaim our power and make our presence felt," Nez said Sunday in Window Rock, as attendees waved signs that used Native slang to encourage people to vote Democratic.
In reaching out to Native voters, both parties are up against decades of skepticism and disillusionment with politics.
"Both sides have some uphill work to do because I think Native Americans ... don't really perceive that either party really has invested in building relationships with them," said Gabriel Sanchez, a political science professor at the University of New Mexico who studies Native American communities.
There are dozens of federally recognized tribes across the battleground states and many are in harder-to-reach areas. To visit Window Rock, Walz flew in and out of the municipal airport in Gallup, a small city in northwestern New Mexico.
"It's not like there's a huge city like Phoenix where you can go and meet Latinos and it's a very efficient outreach," said Stephen Nuno-Perez, a professor at Northern Arizona University who recently helped oversee polling on the Native vote in the state. "There's a lot of barriers not only within the community, but there's a lot of barriers within the institution to reach out to this community."

Walz addresses the crowd at a "Native Americans for Harris-Walz" event  in Las Vegas on Oct. 27. (Rachel Aston/Las Vegas Review-Journal/AP)


Native Americans have long faced unique hurdles to voting, whether it be limited access to polling places, language barriers or misconceptions about their rights.
Anne Egan-Waukau, who works for a nonpartisan Native outreach group called Wisconsin Conservation Voices, recalled how when she went to register to vote in the Milwaukee suburbs 20 years ago, she was asked where she was born. She replied the Menominee reservation, and she was told -- wrongly -- she was ineligible to cast a ballot.
"Don't ever let anyone tell you can't vote," she said she routinely tells Native Americans.
When it comes to the current presidential election, Sanchez said, "the Harris campaign has definitely had much more of a strategic and public-facing Native American outreach plan."
The Harris campaign has run television and radio ads targeted at the Navajo Nation. It expects to have 31 organizers focused on Native outreach in Arizona by Tuesday. It also has a dedicated staffer for outreach in another battleground state, Wisconsin, which has 11 federally recognized tribes.
The Democratic National Committee has also launched ads as part of what it says is its largest investment ever in Native outreach.
Republicans have staff that meet with voters in the Navajo Nation on a weekly basis, according to an RNC spokesperson. In Arizona, Lizer is an especially visible surrogate, starring in radio ads for the Arizona GOP.
A key surrogate for Democrats is Walz's lieutenant governor in Minnesota, Peggy Flanagan, who stands to become the first Indigenous woman to serve as governor if he leaves for Washington.
In both Arizona and Nevada, Walz promised to respect tribal sovereignty, promote tribal consultation and ensure tribal self-determination. He also offered pointed contrasts with Trump, noting, for example, his administration's dispute with Native American tribes over billions of dollars in relief from the coronavirus pandemic, which hit their communities particularly hard.
"Time and time again, Donald Trump had to do what was right for Indian country, and he chose the opposite," Walz said in Window Rock.
In Las Vegas, attendees booed and shook their heads when Walz recalled Trump hosting Navajo code talkers who visited the White House in front of a portrait of former president Andrew Jackson, who forced the Trail of Tears removal of thousands of Native Americans.
Republicans argue Trump has a strong track record on issues important to Native voters. Among the examples they cite are his creation of a task force on missing and murdered American Indians and Alaska Natives.
"Native Americans in Arizona and across our Nation need President Trump more than ever before and are eager for a return to his leadership in the White House," RNC spokesperson Halee Dobbins said in a statement.
Among the people who came to see Walz, there was appreciation for Biden's apology and the broader political outreach this election cycle -- but also awareness that it is a work in progress.
Nellie Davis, 36, the founder of a traditional wellness studio in Reno and an enrolled member of the Walker River Paiute Tribe, said she has been working on tribal outreach to every reservation in Nevada.
"We have folks in the community who say that they haven't had any outreach in the last few years," she said at Walz's event in Las Vegas. "I think that the efforts that are being made are in the right direction."
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Trump takes vague, shifting stances. Many supporters fill in the blanks.
Some read between Trump's lines about how he would govern, while others disregard parts of his past or present platform.
By Justine McDaniel | 2024-10-31

Former president Donald Trump walks out to a cheering crowd at the Santander Arena in Reading, Pennsylvania, on Oct. 9. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) 


READING, Pa. -- Donald Trump's stances on the economy and guns were on Natalie Lebron's mind as she waited in line at his rally, eager to hear about the topics that had energized her support. She also hoped he would clarify one thing to voters: "that he is not against their abortions."
"If I'm not mistaken," the 34-year-old added after a pause, catching herself. "Is he?"
In fact, Trump opposes the federal right to abortion. But he has shifted repeatedly on the issue, including saying he would veto a federal abortion ban. He called himself "pro-choice" decades ago, before switching to an antiabortion posture. He has referred to himself as "the most pro-life president in history" and claimed credit for undoing Roe v. Wade, which had established a constitutional right to abortion. Trump now says states should decide abortion laws and has sent mixed signals on a strict ban in his home state of Florida, eventually voicing support for it.
The conflicting positions have muddied the waters for voters such as Lebron, who believed Trump had been subject to unfair Democratic attacks on his abortion record but attributed her own support for him to other matters, including crime and the economy.
"What I like about him is I feel like he holds his ground," she said. "I feel like we need someone strong like that."
For years, Trump has embraced muddled positions, changed his views and promoted broad-brush slogans on a slew of topics. As he concludes his third straight run for president in a close race against Vice President Kamala Harris, many supporters have drawn their own interpretations of where he stands and what he would do for the country, interviews show. Some read between Trump's lines about how he would govern, while others disregard parts of his past or present platform.
It is not unusual for voters to focus on some issues and ignore others when choosing a candidate to support. But Trump stands out for showing little interest in hewing to traditional ideological boundaries or standards for consistency or accuracy, leaving ample room for supporters to see in him what they want, strategists in both parties said.
Those tendencies have helped him build support among voters outside his hardest-core fan base, including people who are most concerned with a single issue, such as the economy, and are comfortable ignoring other topics or behavior. It has also made him vulnerable to criticism that he has no core principles -- and made it more difficult to discern what he would actually do if elected.
"If you say everything, then people get to pick and choose which parts they believe you mean," said Terry Sullivan, a Republican strategist.
The Trump campaign referred The Washington Post to Republican National Committee spokesperson Anna Kelly, who said Trump has amassed support "because voters remember that they were better off under his leadership" and accused Harris, his opponent, of using "walk-backs and word salads to obfuscate her true beliefs."
With less than a week left until Election Day, the question of what Trump would do in a second term as president is a central focus in the race. His opponents have also gone after areas in which Trump has been clearer or more consistent, including his repeated false claims that the 2020 election was stolen and his glorification of those charged with crimes related to the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol.
At the same time, Trump's vague framing of proposals has been on display throughout the campaign. He asserted it would be "very, very simple" to close the U.S.-Mexico border under the "extreme power" he said he would have as president. He has "concepts of a plan" on health care, he said at a September debate with Harris. His signature slogan is the open-ended "Make America Great Again."
This month in Nevada, attendees at two Trump events in Reno and Las Vegas presented different views of what, exactly, his vow to "seal the border and stop the migrant invasion" would mean. A Hispanic woman said she was primarily worried about Muslim immigrants. A Black man said people from the Caribbean should be allowed to enter but not Latinos. An Asian American woman said those who entered legally, like her family, were entitled to be here, but supported closing the border to anyone else.
"I don't think anybody doesn't want immigrants. It's just they need to come over the right way," said a fourth voter in Reno, 49-year-old Stacey Dinan, who said she wasn't opposed to immigration if people "come over legally and work hard."
All of them said they planned to vote for Trump, with each finding something they liked in Trump's border pledge. None talked about exactly how Trump will carry out his policy goals, which include using U.S. troops at the border and carrying out mass deportations -- moves that would probably face major legal and logistic hurdles.

Supporters cheer as Trump speaks at a rally in Duluth, Georgia, on Oct. 23. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) 


Similarly, voters have offered varying takes on Trump's plan to impose tariffs at very high rates on American trade partners -- a proposal economists say would probably raise prices and harm the stock market. At a recent rally in Greensboro, North Carolina, supporters cheered at the mention of tariffs, but several acknowledged later they weren't sure what tariffs were or how they would want Trump to implement them.
Others disregard the former president's exact rhetoric. Trump's comments may not reflect his position once in office, former Illinois Republican National Committee member Richard Porter said after an Oct. 15 gathering of the Economic Club of Chicago during which Trump suggested he might impose "a 100, 200, 2,000 percent tariff."
"Every time he's talking to you, he's negotiating," Porter said. "That's the most obvious thing in the world about Trump."
On some issues, such as coronavirus vaccines (as president, he accelerated their development, but as a candidate he backed away from the accomplishment), a TikTok ban (he tried to ban the app as president, but this year lobbied against a ban) or state and local tax deductions (he signed into law a bill that capped them but last month reversed himself), his shifting stances give voters on both sides a way to justify their support for him.

Supporters pray before Trump speaks during a rally in Greenville, North Carolina, on Oct. 21. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post) 


The dynamic is one of the biggest challenges in countering Trump, Republican strategists said, suggesting many Trump supporters put more stock in their perception that he is authentic and strong than in whether he has detailed policy blueprints.
Democratic strategists said it is a familiar tactic that they believe can be countered by using Trump's words against him.
"I love what the vice president has done at her rallies when she shows the clips of him speaking, where she is showing those flip-flops," said A'shanti Gholar, a Democratic strategist and president of the organization Emerge, which recruits and trains Democratic women to run for office. "What she is really saying is he only really cares about himself, and those shifting policy stances are a reflection of that."
Still, Gholar acknowledged, it can be difficult for Democrats to combat Trump's style. "His policy talk, at the end of the day, it is so very rambling and disoriented, it leaves voters to hear what they want to hear," Gholar said.
Adelina Perez, a Nevada teacher who believes Trump is the candidate more likely to lower gas prices and prevent terrorist attacks, is among voters who say they set aside some of what Trump says but trust in the spirit of his plans.
"He can say whatever he wants," said Perez, 54. "That doesn't bother me."
Meryl Kornfield and Hannah Knowles contributed to this report.
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Six Nebraska athletes 'get off the bench' in antiabortion election ad
The athletes were not paid for the ads, which were made by the campaign behind a Nebraska ballot measure that would retain the state's 12-week ban.
By Praveena Somasundaram | 2024-10-31

A volunteer in Omaha, Nebraska, uses a mobile canvassing app to locate which houses to approach during the canvassing process. (Misty Prochaska/For The Washington Post)


In Nebraska, where abortion is on the ballot this November, political ads have introduced unexpected advocates for continuing strict limits on the procedure: college athletes.
On Monday, the campaign behind an antiabortion ballot measure launched two ads featuring six women who are University of Nebraska athletes urging support for a constitutional amendment to retain the state's abortion ban after the first trimester, or 12 weeks, with exceptions for incest, sexual assault and medical emergencies. The athletes also tell viewers to vote against a dueling ballot initiative, which would enshrine abortion protections up to fetal viability, typically 23 or 24 weeks, or when the procedure would protect the health of the mother.
"Nebraska, it's time to get off the bench," Jordyn Bahl, a junior on Nebraska's softball team, says in the pair of ads.
Bahl, four of her softball teammates and one Nebraska volleyball player describe the pro-abortion measure as "a radical amendment" that would "force taxpayer funding of abortions" and make "women vulnerable to pressure and coercion."
As the ads aired, the athletes were met with backlash and questions on whether they were compensated for filming them. The Protect Women and Children campaign -- which is sponsoring the 12-week ban measure and has received support from at least one University of Nebraska Board of Regents member -- said the athletes were not paid.
In a post on X Wednesday, Bahl wrote: "None of us received a penny! We just aren't afraid to take a stand and protect life!"
Nikki Shasserre, a spokesperson for Protect Women and Children, said Wednesday the campaign was "honored to have these incredible and brave athletes speaking out in support of protecting Nebraska's commonsense limits on abortion."
"The athletes participated because they believe in the content of the ad," Shasserre said.
Nebraska's competing abortion measures have driven intense attention and confusion -- dueling measures on the same ballot is the first in the state, Secretary of State Bob Evnen's office said in August.
Passing a ballot measure in Nebraska requires a simple majority with at least 35% of voters who participate in the election in favor of the measure. This year, for what is likely the first time ever, Nebraska voters are seeing competing measures on the same ballot. Evnen's office also said in August that if voters approve both measures, the ballot measure that receives the highest number of "For" votes will win.
Initiative 434 would preserve the 12-week abortion ban and initiative 439 would expand and protect abortion rights.
In the Protect Women and Children campaign ads, the athletes turned the measure numbers into a slogan, telling viewers to vote, "For four and no on nine."
The ads -- one that runs a minute long and the other a condensed version at 30 seconds -- aired eight days before the state's voters will see both measures on their Election Day ballots and cast their vote in a presidential race where reproductive rights have taken center stage.
For months, former president Donald Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris have traded attacks on their abortion stances. The candidates are also competing for a share of electoral votes out of Nebraska, which is one of only two states that awards some of its electoral votes by congressional district rather than a winner-take-all system. This gives Harris a chance to win a single vote from the Omaha area, which went blue in 2020 -- a shot Republicans have sought to block as it could affect the outcome of the presidential race.
Nebraska's GOP-controlled legislature passed the 12-week abortion ban, along with a ban on gender-affirming care for minors, in May 2023. Shortly after, it was signed by Gov. Jim Pillen (R), and the abortion restrictions took effect immediately. Initiative 434 parallels the state's current law, in direct opposition of the abortion rights groups' measure, a strategy that such groups across the country are using to protect the procedure following the fall of Roe v. Wade.
In the Protect Women and Children ads, the athletes say that "extreme activists" were pushing for a ballot measure that would put women and children "at risk" and "puts women's care in the hands of non-physicians." Near the end of the ads, the players ask voters to: "Get in the game."
Bahl's softball teammates -- Abbie Squier, Malia Thoms, Lauren Camenzind and Hannah Camenzind -- also spoke in the video, along with Rebekah Allick, a junior on Nebraska's volleyball team.
"Imagine people seeing a commercial done with 6 young women supporting a pro life movement, and immediately jumping to the conclusion that we were paid to take part," Bahl wrote in her X post Wednesday. "Nope!"
In a statement Wednesday, a spokesperson for the University of Nebraska System said the students were "private citizens and are able to exercise their First Amendment rights."
Rob Schafer, the chairman of the University of Nebraska's Board of Regents, made a more than $660,000 contribution to the Protect Women and Children campaign for "media placement," according to campaign finance records. The Protect Women and Children campaign told The Washington Post on Wednesday that the donation from Schafer, who is seeking reelection, was "not related" to the ads filmed with the Nebraska athletes.
The university system added in its statement that it was "not affiliated with the campaign activities of the candidates running for election to the Board of Regents" and that the opinions of students "are their own and are not those of the University of Nebraska or Husker Athletics."
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These are the Republicans endorsing Harris over Trump
The growing list includes Dick Cheney, Barbara Bush, Arnold Schwarzenegger and many who served under Donald Trump.
By Niha Masih | 2024-10-31
A growing number of prominent Republicans have come out in support of Vice President Kamala Harris over Donald Trump in the November election, sounding the alarm over the potential dangers of a second Trump term.
The list includes former vice president Dick Cheney, several people who served directly under Trump and hundreds of officials in the George W. Bush and Ronald Reagan administrations who articulated their positions in open letters.
The Harris campaign has discreetly sought some of these endorsements, while the Trump campaign has criticized and attacked those who crossed the partisan divide -- even as his latest bid for the Oval Office is backed by only half of those who worked in his Cabinet, according to a Washington Post analysis.
Defections from the Democratic Party to the Trump camp have been far smaller in scale. Trump has scored the endorsement of two prominent former Democrats, Robert F. Kennedy Jr. and Tulsi Gabbard, both of whom he added to his transition team in August.
Republican strategist Sarah Longwell, publisher of the Bulwark, a center-right online publication that opposes Trump, said the number of high-level Republican endorsements of Harris was unprecedented. She added that this lack of support for Trump -- including from his own vice president, Mike Pence, who in March refused to endorse the former president -- "sends an important signal to conservative-leaning swing voters."
"It helps establish a permission structure for them to vote their conscience by supporting Kamala Harris, or at least leaving the top of the ticket blank. For an election that is likely to be decided by the narrowest margins, every one of these voters matters," she said in an emailed statement.
Here are the prominent Republicans who are backing Harris over Trump for president.

Rep. Liz Cheney (R-Wyoming) with her father, former vice president Dick Cheney, in 2022. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Dick Cheney, who served as vice president under President George W. Bush, last month became the most notable defection from the Republican Party over its embrace of Trump. He said he would vote for Harris to "put country above partisanship to defend our Constitution."
"In our nation's 248-year history, there has never been an individual who is a greater threat to our republic than Donald Trump," Cheney said in his endorsement. "He tried to steal the last election using lies and violence to keep himself in power after the voters had rejected him. He can never be trusted with power again."
His daughter, former congresswoman Liz Cheney (R-Wyoming), once the No. 3 Republican in the House, had earlier made a similar argument when she revealed she would vote for Harris. This month, she campaigned with Harris in Ripon, Wisconsin -- known as the birthplace of the GOP -- in an emphatic display of cross-party support for the Democratic nominee. Cheney was one of the 10 Republicans who voted to impeach Trump for his role in the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol.

Jimmy McCain places his hand on the casket of his father, Sen. John McCain (R-Arizona), in 2018. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post)


Army 1st Lt. Jimmy McCain, the youngest son of the late Sen. John McCain (R-Arizona), said last month that he planned to support Harris and has changed his voter registration from independent to Democrat.
Harris and her running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D), "embody a group of people that will help make this country better, that will take us forward," he told CNN. He added that he "could never forgive" Trump for what he said about his father. Trump has for years mocked John McCain, saying he was not a war hero because he was captured during the Vietnam War.
Barbara Pierce Bush, daughter of George W. Bush and granddaughter of George H.W. Bush, campaigned for Harris in the battleground state of Pennsylvania in the final stretch before the election, she said in a statement to People magazine.
"It was inspiring to join friends and meet voters with the Harris-Walz campaign in Pennsylvania this weekend," the former first daughter, who has long described herself as a political independent, said Tuesday. "I'm hopeful they'll move our country forward and protect women's rights."
The "Terminator" actor and former Republican governor of California said on social media Wednesday he will vote for Harris despite disagreeing with many of her policies. Taking aim at Trump, he wrote: "He will divide, he will insult, he will find new ways to be more un-American than he already has been, and we, the people, will get nothing but more anger."

Rep. Adam Kinzinger (R-Illinois) during the House Jan. 6 select committee's final session on Capitol Hill in December 2022. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Former congressman Adam Kinzinger (R-Illinois) -- one of the 10 House Republicans to vote for Trump's impeachment over Jan. 6 -- also made his case for Harris at the Democratic National Convention.
In a Substack post defending his decision to speak at the convention, Kinzinger called himself a "lifelong Republican" and wrote: "There will be those who accuse me of betrayal, who see this as a repudiation of conservatism. But I see it as a defense of conservatism, of the true conservative values that prioritize the common good over personal power."

Former Georgia lieutenant governor Geoff Duncan speaks at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago on Aug. 21. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Former Georgia lieutenant governor Geoff Duncan, who broke with Trump over his efforts to overturn the results of the 2020 election, spoke at the DNC convention to woo anti-Trump Republicans into Harris's camp.
"These days, our party acts more like a cult -- a cult worshiping a felonious thug. ... Let me be clear to my Republican friends at home: If you vote for Kamala Harris in 2024, you're not a Democrat; you're a patriot," he said.
The former congressman from Michigan -- one of 10 Republican lawmakers who voted to impeach Trump over the attack on the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021 -- announced his decision to endorse Harris on Thursday. "I've not been afraid to split my ballot from time to time but have never voted for a Democrat for president, until now," Upton said in a statement distributed by the Harris campaign. He described Trump's behavior as "unhinged" and "not acceptable in most forums almost daily."

Former Trump White House press secretary Stephanie Grisham speaks at the Democratic National Convention on Aug. 20. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Stephanie Grisham, former press secretary to Trump and chief of staff to first lady Melania Trump, captured attention when she appeared at the DNC convention in August and appealed for voters to back Harris. Trump mocked his supporters as "basement dwellers," Grisham said in her speech.
"He has no empathy, no morals and no fidelity to the truth," she said. "He used to tell me, 'It doesn't matter what you say, Stephanie. Say it enough, and people will believe you.'"
In an open letter published in USA Today in August, 238 Republicans who worked for the late President George H.W. Bush, President George W. Bush, Sen. Mitt Romney (R-Utah) or John McCain endorsed Harris and warned that another Trump term "will hurt real, everyday people and weaken our sacred institutions."
The Republican alumni wrote that Trump presents a threat to the United States and countries around the world, adding that Trump and his "acolyte," running mate Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio), "kowtow to dictators like [Russian President] Vladimir Putin while turning their backs on our allies. We can't let that happen."

Then-CIA director Gen. Michael Hayden in Washington in 2008. (Linda Davidson/The Washington Post)


In September, 114 Republican former national security and foreign policy officials who served under the administrations of Reagan, George H.W. Bush, George W. Bush and Trump released a letter urging people to support Harris, saying that Trump is "unfit to serve again as President, or indeed in any office of public trust."
Those who signed the letter include former CIA director Gen. Michael V. Hayden; John D. Negroponte, former director of national intelligence; former FBI and CIA director William H. Webster and former deputy secretary of state Robert B. Zoellick.

Ken Adelman, the U.S. Arms Control director under the Reagan administration, talks to Washington Post reporters in 2002. (Rich Lipski/The Washington Post)


Seventeen former Reagan staff members endorsed Harris in a letter this month, adding that had the former president been alive, he would have supported the Harris-Walz ticket too, CBS News reported.
"Our votes in this election are less about supporting the Democratic Party and more about our resounding support for democracy," they wrote, according to the report. The signatories include Ken Adelman, the ambassador to the United Nations and the director of the U.S. Arms Control and Disarmament Agency under Reagan, and B. Jay Cooper, his special assistant and deputy press secretary.
A dozen lawyers who served under Republican presidents backed Harris in a letter published in August by Fox News. "Trump's attempt to prevent the peaceful transfer of power after losing the election proved beyond any reasonable doubt his willingness to place his personal interests above the law and values of our constitutional democracy," they wrote.
An effort led by former House members Claudine Schneider (R-Rhode Island) and Jim Greenwood (R-Pennsylvania) for Harris has the support of at least 30 lawmaker colleagues, including the Cheneys and Kinzinger. In a statement in August commending the choice of Walz as vice-presidential nominee, the group said: "They will prevent Trump and Vance from implementing the dangerous Project 2025 plan that puts America's freedom and democracy at risk."
Robert A.G. Monks, Ken Cole and Ted O'Meara, three former chairs of Maine's Republican Party, endorsed Harris in an op-ed last month. Trump was on a mission to divide the nation, they wrote, arguing that they worried his presidency "will follow the Project 2025 blueprint to gut programs and policies that are good for Maine people."
Former state lawmaker and judge David Deininger, former state Senate majority leader Dale Schultz and Charlie Sykes, a conservative commentator who hosted a talk show on WTMJ radio in Milwaukee and recently moderated a campaign event featuring Harris and Liz Cheney in Brookfield, declared their support for Harris this month on a Zoom call with reporters. "Unless or until the Trump era ends, that party will not regain its footing, and I think defeating him this year is a way to make sure the Republican Party can rebuild and get back to what has always been the party of Lincoln," Deininger said on the call, according to the Wisconsin Examiner.

Mayor John Giles of Mesa, Arizona, speaks at the DNC convention on Aug. 20. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Mayor John Giles of Mesa, the third-largest city in the battleground state of Arizona, endorsed Harris in a July op-ed and later appeared at the DNC convention.
"The Republican Party with Trump at its helm continues down the path of political extremism, away from focusing on our fundamental freedoms," wrote Giles.
The mayor of Waukesha, Wisconsin, a reliably red city in the battleground state's largest Republican county, told Fox 6 News late Wednesday that he will vote for Harris.
"I am terrified of Donald Trump becoming our next president for all the reasons I have indicated: He's already been impeached twice. He's been convicted of felonies, and this is not what the United States needs," Shawn Reilly said. In 2016, he voted for a third-party candidate and for Joe Biden in 2020.

Former senator Jeff Flake (R-Arizona) on Capitol Hill in May 2023. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Jeff Flake, the former senator from Arizona who served as U.S. ambassador to Turkey in the Biden administration, announced his support for Harris in a social media statement last month.
"I believe in our constitutional system and in the rule of law and I want to support a candidate who respects the will of the voters and would never attempt to use the powers of the presidency to overturn an election after having been turned out by the voters," he wrote.
In an op-ed in Politico last month, Alberto R. Gonzales, who served as U.S. attorney general and counsel to the president in the George W. Bush administration, described Trump's reelection as a threat to the rule of law.
"Power is intoxicating and based on Trump's rhetoric and conduct it appears unlikely that he would respect the power of the presidency in all instances; rather, he would abuse it for personal and political gain, and not on behalf of the American people," Gonzales wrote.

Olivia Troye in the spin room before the presidential debate between former president Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris on Sept. 10 in Philadelphia. (Matt Rourke/AP)


Olivia Troye, the former homeland security, counterterrorism and coronavirus adviser to Vice President Mike Pence, wrote in an op-ed MSNBC in August that she was a "proud member" of Republicans for Harris and described Trump as "unhinged, dangerous and extreme."
"Trump wants to be a dictator on day one and his MAGA loyalists are all too willing to let it happen," she wrote.
The former aide to Trump White House Chief of Staff Mark Meadows -- who testified during the public hearings held by the House select committee investigating the Jan. 6 attack on U.S. Capitol -- said in early October that she would vote for Harris. During an appearance on MSNBC, she told undecided Republicans that "Donald Trump and JD Vance cannot be trusted with the Constitution, they cannot be trusted to uphold our rule of law, and they can't be trusted to enact responsible policy."

Former senator Nancy Kassebaum (R-Kansas) with her husband, former senator Howard Baker (R-Tennessee), in Washington in 1998. (Dayna Smith/The Washington Post)


Former U.S. senator Nancy Kassebaum of Kansas -- along with former Kansas state senator Sandy Praeger and retired federal judge Deanell Reece Tacha -- endorsed Harris last month, Fox News reported. "This election presents a stark choice that is not easy for any of us," they said in a statement, adding that it "requires Republicans speaking out and putting country over party when those values are at stake."
The son of record-setting Green Bay Packers quarterback Bart Starr, endorsed Harris in October. "There is a point where silence among people such as myself is assent," Starr Jr. told ABC affiliate WBAY TV. "We cannot do that anymore."
For the lifelong Republican who abstained from casting a ballot in the two previous presidential elections, it will mark his first vote for a Democrat in a presidential contest, the outlet reported.
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Harris, Trump rally in battleground states with celebrities
Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump.
By Ben Brasch, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek, Mariana Alfaro, Maegan Vazquez, Jonathan Edwards, Dylan Wells, Matt Viser, Aaron Blake, Kati Perry, Dan Keating, Trisha Thadani, Marianne LeVine, Hannah Knowles, Ruby Mellen, Colby Itkowitz, Gregory S. Schneider, Sabrina Malhi, Philip Bump, Lenny Bronner, Luis Melgar, Diane Napolitano, Will Oremus, Jeremy Merrill, David Nakamura, Anumita Kaur, Ann Marimow, Justin Jouvenal, Hannah Allam, Sarah Ellison, Cindy  Boren, David J. Lynch, Abha Bhattarai, Alyssa Fowers, Hannah Recht, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Theodoric Meyer, Danielle Paquette, Caroline Kitchener, Dan Diamond, Emily Guskin, Scott Clement, Yasmeen Abutaleb, Sabrina Rodriguez | 2024-10-31
With less than a week until Election Day, former president Donald Trump campaigned Wednesday in two battleground states. Vice President Kamala Harris visited three. Both candidates have stops in North Carolina and Wisconsin. Harris also traveled to Pennsylvania. Former Green Bay Packers quarterback Brett Favre spoke at Trump's rally in Green Bay. Several musicians popular with younger audiences, including two members of The National, appeared with Harris at a rally in Madison, Wisconsin.
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Where millions of Americans have cast ballots during early voting
Here are the latest numbers from early voting in person and vote by mail in each state, according to the Associated Press.
By Alyssa Fowers, Hannah Recht | 2024-10-30
This page will be updated daily as additional early votes are reported.
Millions of Americans have already cast a ballot in the 2024 election through mail and in-person early voting.
Alternatives to in-person Election Day voting made up a staggering 70 percent of overall turnout in the 2020 election, up from 40 percent in 2016, as states temporarily expanded their options for how voters could cast their ballots during the pandemic. Two years later, in the 2022 midterms, half of all votes were cast early.
This year, enthusiasm still appears high in several battleground states, according to the Associated Press tracker of state early-voting tallies. Georgia and North Carolina broke advance-turnout records on their first days of early voting.
High levels of mail voting in Pennsylvania, where those ballots can't be processed until Election Day, could delay knowing the presidential election outcome for the entire country.
See how early voting so far in your state compares with 2020:
Amy Gardner and Nick Mourtoupalas contributed to this report.
Sources: The number of early votes by day comes from the Associated Press, which gathers data from state election offices. Votes processed after Election Day are not shown in the daily charts. Total final turnout and early votes in 2020 are from the U.S. Election Administration and Voting Survey.
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Harris seeks to distance herself from Biden's 'garbage' remark 
Vice President Kamala Harris tells reporters she rejects criticism based on how someone votes. The White House says President Joe Biden was referring to racist rhetoric, not to Trump voters. 
By Tyler Pager, Yasmeen Abutaleb | 2024-10-31

Vice President Kamala Harris arrives to a campaign event in North Carolina on Wednesday. (Cornell Watson for The Washington Post)


Vice President Kamala Harris on Wednesday sought to distance herself from President Joe Biden's use of the word "garbage," which the president deployed Tuesday when discussing Donald Trump's supporters and the racist rhetoric at a weekend rally.
"I strongly disagree with any criticism of people based on who they vote for," Harris said to reporters before boarding Air Force Two for a campaign swing on Wednesday morning, noting that Biden had quickly  clarified his comments to emphasize that he was referring to hateful rhetoric and not to Trump supporters in general.
"You heard my speech last night," Harris said, referring to an appearance on the Ellipse in Washington where she emphasized the need for unity among Americans. "Throughout my career, I believe that the work that I do is about representing all the people, whether they support me or not. And as president of the United States, I will be a president for all Americans, whether you vote for me or not."
The most recent uproar began when Biden, in a Zoom call with Latino voters on Tuesday evening, brought up a racist insult toward Puerto Rico by a speaker at a Trump rally Sunday in New York. The comedian Tony Hinchcliffe had called the U.S. territory a "floating island of garbage" during the Trump rally at Madison Square Garden, which featured racist and sexist comments from numerous speakers.
"Just the other day, a speaker at his rally called Puerto Rico a 'floating island of garbage.' They're good, decent, honorable people. The only garbage I see floating out there is his supporters. His -- his -- his demonization of Latinos is unconscionable, and it's un-American," Biden said, according to an audio recording from a Washington Post reporter who listened in on the call.
Trump and his surrogates seized on Biden's  remark to try to turn attention away from Hinchcliffe's Puerto Rico comments, which have caused a multiday backlash, including in the critical swing state of Pennsylvania, which is home to a sizable contingent of Puerto Ricans.
At a Harris rally in Harrisburg on Wednesday, a number of the vice president's supporters waved Puerto Rican flags. While she did not address the comedian's comments directly, Harris took on some of Trump's more hard-hitting rhetoric in recent days, reiterating her message that she would invite those who disagree with her to the table.
"At this particular moment, it should be emphasized that unlike Donald Trump, I don't believe people who disagree with me are the enemy from within," Harris said.

Vice President Kamala Harris greet supporters during a campaign rally at PA Farm Show Complex in Harrisburg, Pa. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


She was interrupted multiple times during her speech in Pennsylvania by Trump supporters as well as by people protesting the Biden administration's Middle East policies, and she sought to use those disruptions to try to underline her point that she would not shut down dissenting viewpoints.
"We are fighting for our democracy. We love our democracy. It can be complicated at times, but it is the best system in the world," Harris said after repeated interruptions.
Less than a week before Election Day, polls show Harris and Trump in a deadlocked race in the seven battleground states that will swing the election: Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, Michigan, North Carolina, Georgia, Arizona and Nevada. The two candidates have spent the final weeks of the campaign repeatedly visiting those states, seeking to sway the tiny remaining sliver of undecided voters before Tuesday.

Republican presidential nominee and former president Donald Trump addresses supporters in Rocky Mount, North Carolina. (Kate Medley for The Washington Post) 


At a rally in Rocky Mount, North Carolina, on Wednesday, Trump highlighted Biden's comment to portray Democrats as elitists who look down on him and his supporters, saying, "They've treated you like garbage."
He added, "Joe Biden finally said what he and Kamala really think of our supporters -- he called them garbage. And they mean it."
After landing for a second rally in Green Bay, Wisconsin, Trump took questions from reporters on the tarmac while leaning out of the passenger-side window of a garbage truck. "This truck is in honor of Kamala and Joe Biden," Trump said. Asked if he owed the people of Puerto Rico an apology for the comments of the speaker at his rally, the former president said of Puerto Ricans, "They love me and I love them."
Biden's remark came during a brutal and often ugly final stretch of the campaign, as Trump and his surrogates have aimed a stream of accusations and demeaning comments at those who oppose him.
At a recent rally in Tempe, Arizona, Trump compared the United States to "a garbage can for the world" because of illegal border crossings. He and his running mate, Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio), have falsely said that Haitian immigrants in Ohio are stealing and eating their neighbors' pets.
Trump has repeatedly called his political opponents the "enemy from within," suggesting he would use the military to go after them. In May, he called them "Human Scum" in a social media post. At his Madison Square Garden rally Sunday, speakers hurled racist, sexist and otherwise demeaning insults against not only Puerto Ricans, but also Black people, Arabs, Muslims and migrants.

Republican presidential nominee and former president Donald Trump during a campaign rally at the Resch Center in Green Bay, Wisconsin on Wednesday. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)


Trump has also repeatedly attacked Harris's intelligence since she became the Democratic nominee in July, calling her "stupid," "slow" and an "extremely low IQ person." He recently called Harris a "s--- vice president." Earlier this week, Vance said the best way to describe anyone who supports Harris is the term "dips---."
The latest back-and-forth has created a moment, six days before the end of the campaign, in which the two candidates are fervently trying to stir up emotion among supporters by pointing to inflammatory comments by the other side.
The White House sought to limit any damage from Biden's remark by saying he  had been referring specifically to "the hateful rhetoric at the Madison Square Garden rally as garbage," according to a statement from spokesman Andrew Bates, and had not been characterizing Trump supporters more broadly.
The White House then put out two separate transcripts of the remarks. The first showed Biden referring to "supporters'" demonization of opponents -- a plural possessive. A few hours later, the White House distributed a new transcript that used "supporter's" -- a singular possessive that apparently referred to the comedian alone.
But Biden's remark seemed to clash with the closing argument that Harris delivered Tuesday at a massive rally on the Ellipse, where she vowed to be a president for all Americans regardless of whether they vote for her, contrasting her inclusiveness with Trump's divisiveness.
Even as she was dogged Wednesday by questions about Biden's comment, Harris tried to build on her message from Tuesday night and reach out to a broader swath of Americans with campaign stops in North Carolina, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin.
"I pledge to seek common ground and common-sense solutions to the challenges you face," Harris said during a visit to Raleigh, North Carolina. "I am not looking to score political points. I am looking to make progress."
And as in Pennsylvania, after being interrupted by pro-Palestinian protesters in Raleigh, she reiterated her message, saying: "Unlike Donald Trump, I don't believe people who disagree with me are the enemy. He wants to put them in jail. I'll give them a seat at the table."
At a nighttime rally in Madison, Wisconsin, Harris told the crowd, "I pledge to always put country about party and self, and to be a president for all Americans."

Supporters chant as Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris delivers remarks during a campaign rally in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)



Crowds wait in line to hear Donald Trump speak in Rocky Mount, North Carolina. (Kate Medley for The Washington Post) 


For Trump, the furor carries other risks, including to his chances in Pennsylvania. Early on Wednesday, Trump posted a falsehood on his Truth Social account that Democrats saw as a concession that he is worried about the state.
"Pennsylvania is cheating, and getting caught, at large scale levels rarely seen before," Trump wrote. "REPORT CHEATING TO AUTHORITIES. Law Enforcement must act, NOW!" There is no evidence of election fraud or cheating in Pennsylvania or other states.
Trump on Wednesday also tried to use Biden's comment to deflect the criticism lobbed by Harris, as well as some Republicans and former Trump officials, that he would rule like an authoritarian and abandon democratic norms. During her speech Tuesday on the Ellipse, Harris called Trump a "petty tyrant."
"For the past nine years, Kamala and her party have called us racists, bigots, fascists, deplorables, irredeemables, Nazis, and they've called me Hitler," Trump said to boos. "I'm called Hitler. I'm not Hitler."
Late on Tuesday, shortly after Biden's remark, Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Florida) joined Trump onstage in Allentown, Pennsylvania, and told the crowd that Biden had referred to Trump's supporters as "garbage."
Rubio added: "We are not garbage. We are patriots who love America."
Trump called Biden's comment "terrible" and referred to Hillary Clinton's 2016 comments in which she described half of Trump's supporters as a "basket of deplorables."
Marianne LeVine contributed to this report.
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Kamala Harris's Joe Biden problem
Kamala Harris stood on the Ellipse and delivered a clear and unifying message to a thundering crowd. Moments earlier, in the White House illuminated behind her, Joe Biden had sat alone at a computer.
By Matt Viser | 2024-10-31

Life-size prints of President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris at the Buncombe County Democratic Party office in Asheville, North Carolina. (Yasuyoshi Chiba/AFP/Getty Images)


Kamala Harris stood on the Ellipse and delivered a clear and unifying message to a thundering crowd, making her latest and most ambitious attempt to focus the final days of her presidential campaign on reaching out to all Americans.
She wouldn't have an enemies list. Everyone would have a seat at her table. "I will always listen to you," the vice president pledged, "even if you don't vote for me."
Behind Harris was an illuminated White House, where President Joe Biden moments earlier had sat alone before a computer, speaking to Voto Latino, a Hispanic advocacy group, via video call. Near the start, as he tried to rebuke disparaging comments a Donald Trump supporter made about Puerto Rico, the president appeared to suggest that Trump supporters were "garbage."
The gaffe seemed to crystalize all the reasons that Biden was driven from the race: a longtime predilection for gaffes at important moments, coupled with a difficulty at communicating clearly, and a staff of aides and advisers who attempted to explain why listeners didn't hear what they thought they heard and that he didn't mean to say what he seemed to say.
While to some ears it appeared that Biden said, "The only garbage I see floating out there is his supporters," the White House insisted he was referring only to comedian Tony Hinchcliffe. The official White House transcript included an apostrophe: "The only garbage I see floating out there is his supporter's -- his -- his demonization of Latinos is unconscionable, and it's un-American."
The brouhaha arose, in part, because Biden's comment sounded like something Trump might say, and often does. Biden aides rushed to point out that he was quick to clarify that he was misunderstood, while Trump often doubles down.
But the episode was also another indication of the complexities Biden can pose for his vice president. Since dropping out of the race and endorsing Harris, he has played a very little visible role in her campaign -- even though many of the same people who worked for him are now working for her, and out of a campaign headquartered miles from his house in Wilmington, Delaware.
Biden spoke on the opening night of the Democratic National Convention but did not appear until after prime time, and then left for vacation. He has made few joint appearances with her.
Barack Obama has appeared at boisterous rallies alongside Harris. Bill Clinton has embarked on multiday tours to appeal to rural voters. First lady Jill Biden has traveled all around the country. But Biden himself has been only rarely asked to hit the campaign trail for Harris. He floated the idea of a bus tour in Pennsylvania, but it hasn't happened. He's scheduled to appear Friday for an official White House event in Philadelphia, and on Saturday for a campaign event in his native Scranton.
Harris, too, has struggled to keep the right amount of distance from Biden.
She said that she would oversee an administration that would be different from his. But she has also resisted numerous questions about how and when she has disagreed with Biden and whether she would have done anything differently if she had been president over the past four years.
"Let me be very clear: My presidency will not be a continuation of Joe Biden's presidency," Harris told Fox News' Bret Baier. "And like every new president that comes into office, I will bring my life experiences, my professional experiences and fresh new ideas."
She has also settled on making more of a generational argument.
"Clearly, I am not Joe Biden," Harris said during her debate against Trump. "And I am certainly not Donald Trump. And what I do offer is a new generation of leadership for our country."
The two have forged an unlikely partnership. Harris helped Biden fulfill a pledge to select a woman as his running mate and further energize Black voters to help him win the presidency in 2020. He has helped elevate her political profile, and then stepped aside three months ago to create a pathway for her to become president.
Their legacies are now intertwined. But he also had to step aside due to mounting questions about his competence and has appeared frustrated that he hasn't had a greater role in the campaign. Recently, he has seemed to occasionally trip her up.
Last week, Biden made a stop at Democratic campaign offices in New Hampshire and said of Trump, "We got to lock him up." He quickly caught himself -- recognizing how the remark would come across, particularly for a president who has pledged to honor Justice Department independence -- and added that he meant, "Politically lock him up. Lock him out. That's what we have to do." During an event last week in Phoenix, he referred to former congresswoman Gabby Giffords, who survived a 2011 shooting, in the past tense.

President Joe Biden said Oct. 22 that former president Donald Trump is a threat to democracy and should be locked up "politically."


In some ways these are the sort of gaffes that have marked Biden's career. In 2012, a few months before the election, he told Black voters in Danville, Virginia, that Republican nominee Mitt Romney "put y'all back in chains" by reducing Wall Street regulations. In 2008, his presidential campaign was forced into crisis mode when he referred to Obama as "the first mainstream African American who is articulate and bright and clean." (Later, when Obama chose Biden as his running mate, Biden told a New Hampshire crowd that Hillary Clinton "quite frankly ... might have been a better pick than me.")
But in this case, Biden's remarks have landed just days before one of the closest presidential elections in recent memory.
On Wednesday morning, Harris came over to speak with reporters before boarding Air Force Two for a blitz of three swing states. She noted that Biden had "clarified his comments."
"But let me be clear: I strongly disagree with any criticism of people based on who they vote for," she said. "You heard my speech last night and continuously throughout my career. I believe that the work that I do is about representing all the people whether they support me or not."
She said that Biden called her last night, but the "garbage" comments did not come up in their conversation.
"I am sincere in what I mean: when elected president of the United States, I will represent all Americans, including those who don't vote for me, and address their needs and their desires," Harris said.

Vice President Kamala Harris spoke Oct. 30 about President Joe Biden's remark that some heard as calling former president Donald Trump's supporters "garbage."


Later in the day, White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre faced a barrage of questions about Biden's remarks.
"He does not view Trump supporters or anybody who supports Trump as garbage," she said, from the White House lectern. "He believes he is a president for all."
Although Biden appeared to be reading from prepared remarks, she would not say whether the comment was included in those or whether he was ad-libbing during that line. A few hours after the remarks, he sent out a social media post to clarify the comment.
"Earlier today I referred to the hateful rhetoric about Puerto Rico spewed by Trump's supporter at his Madison Square Garden rally as garbage -- which is the only word I can think of to describe it," Biden wrote. "His demonization of Latinos is unconscionable. That's all I meant to say. The comments at that rally don't reflect who we are as a nation."
On Tuesday, as Harris was practicing her speech, Biden went on a trip to Baltimore to tout some of his infrastructure policies. He stopped by B'More Licks at one point, asking for a scoop of one of his favorite flavors, chocolate chip.
But they didn't carry it, so he had to settle for one scoop of vanilla and one scoop of chocolate.
While waiting for his order, he said he would watch Harris's speech that night but demurred when asked what her closing argument should be. Asked why he was not planning to attend, he said, "It's for her."
A few hours later, his motorcade entered the White House driveway, where cheers from the large crowd that had gathered for Harris could be heard from inside the gates.
Within 45 minutes, Biden was sitting down for the virtual call that would cause his vice president so much trouble. Moments later, Harris arrived on the Ellipse to deliver the speech that would frame the final days of her campaign.
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Supreme Court allows Virginia to strike possible noncitizens from voting
Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) asked the justices to intervene after lower courts blocked efforts to cancel registrations of voters who could be noncitizens.
By Ann Marimow, Justin Jouvenal, Gregory S. Schneider | 2024-10-30

Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) arrives at Piney Branch Elementary School in Bristow, Virginia, last year on Election Day. (Win McNamee/Getty Images)


A divided Supreme Court cleared the way Wednesday for Virginia officials to remove about 1,600 people from the state's voter registration rolls less than one week before the presidential election.
Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) asked the justices to intervene after two lower courts blocked his efforts to cancel the registrations of voters who could be noncitizens -- an issue Republican officials have seized on nationally even though noncitizen voting is extremely rare.
Youngkin signed an order in August to expedite the removal of registered voters whose driver's license applications indicated or suggested that they were not U.S. citizens. The effort was opposed by the Justice Department and civil rights groups, which said many being kicked off the rolls were actually eligible and were targeted because of outdated or erroneous information.
With Election Day less than a week away and the presidential contest between former president Donald Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris considered essentially tied, the Supreme Court is increasingly being drawn into election-related disputes. Legal battles over voting rules are percolating largely in battleground states such as Pennsylvania, Georgia and Nevada, and the justices are likely to get pulled into additional litigation in the coming days.
Already this week, the justices rejected a request from Robert F. Kennedy Jr. to remove his name from presidential ballots in Wisconsin and Michigan after he dropped his independent campaign and endorsed Trump.
As is typical in emergency situations, the Supreme Court's brief order in the Virginia case did not explain the majority's reasoning. The three liberal justices -- Sonia Sotomayor, Elena Kagan and Ketanji Brown Jackson -- noted their dissent, saying they would have blocked the removal of voters from the rolls.
Ryan Snow, a lawyer for one of the groups challenging the removals, said the order ignores federal law that bars striking registered voters "on the eve of the election."
The decision "is a blow to the many eligible Virginian voters who were unlawfully purged and will now face uncertainty about their ability to cast a ballot that will be counted," Snow, who is counsel for the Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights Under Law, said in a statement.
Youngkin said the court's decision provides "further comfort across the commonwealth that this election will be secure, it will be accurate, it will reflect the will of the voters."
He bristled at the suggestion that people have been "cut off" the voter rolls, noting that eligible Virginians who are removed can still vote using the same-day registration process. Such voters sign an affirmation of eligibility in person and then cast a provisional ballot, which is counted after their eligibility is confirmed.
Across the country, Republicans have backed ballot measures in eight states to specify that only U.S. citizens can participate in elections, even though noncitizen voting is already restricted in all state and federal elections. Noncitizens are permitted to vote in school or municipal elections in 19 communities, including D.C. No local jurisdiction in Virginia allows it.
Last week, U.S. District Judge Patricia Tolliver Giles ruled against Youngkin in the Virginia case, saying a federal law known as the National Voter Registration Act prohibits states from purging their voter rolls within 90 days of a federal election. Giles halted the program until the day after the Nov. 5 elections and directed the state to send letters to all 1,600 people taken from the rolls; instruct registrars to reinstate those people; and publicize that the removal process has stopped.
"What I find is a clear violation of the 90-day quiet provision," Giles said in court, referring to the federal law. "It is not happenstance that this executive order was announced on the 90th day."
On Sunday, a unanimous three-judge panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 4th Circuit upheld the decision, and Virginia asked the Supreme Court to intervene. The Supreme Court's order Wednesday puts Giles's decision on hold while litigation continues. The case could eventually return to the high court but not before the election.
"Everyone agrees that States can and should remove ineligible voters, including noncitizens, from their voter rolls," Solicitor General Elizabeth B. Prelogar, representing the Biden administration, told the justices in court papers. "The only question in this case is when and how they may do so," 
The Harris campaign issued a statement in response to the court's order, emphasizing that "every eligible voter has a right to cast their ballot and have their vote counted, and this ruling does not change that."
The overall number of affected voters is unlikely to sway the presidential contest in Virginia, where Harris holds a six-point edge among likely voters, according to a Washington Post-Schar School poll conducted last week.
Snow, from the Lawyers' Committee, said people on the list who are actually eligible to vote generally fall into two broad categories: people who were not citizens when they obtained their driver's licenses but were later naturalized and registered to vote, or individuals who checked the wrong box on DMV forms.

An application for the driver's license and identification card in Virginia. (Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles)


"I spoke with one person who has been voting for 30 years," Snow said. "He is a naturalized citizen ... registered to vote and has been voting in every election. It's very important to him. Never had an issue with voter registration, and all of the sudden, he's removed."
At least 43 eligible voters wrongly removed in Prince William County have successfully re-registered, as have eight voters in Loudoun County.
A Post review of state court records and interviews with elections officials found no evidence that any noncitizens have been charged with trying to vote during Youngkin's term in Virginia.
Youngkin pushed back on The Post's reporting Wednesday while acknowledging the possibility of errors.
The point of the process, he said, "was not to keep people from voting who are citizens, but to have a reliable process for folks that had self identified as non-citizens with multiple fail safes in case someone was mistakenly moved off the voting list."
Because the justices did not provide an explanation for their decision, it was not immediately clear what it might mean for other election-related cases. A federal judge in Alabama this month blocked a similar effort to remove possible noncitizens from voter rolls. The state has not yet appealed.
In past disputes over voting rules, the Supreme Court has often cited its interest in preventing federal courts from interfering with state control over voting procedures close to elections, in part to avoid confusing voters. But Rebecca Green, co-director of the Election Law Program at William & Mary Law School, said that "it's an odd ruling" if the court applied the principle in the Virginia case, because the National Voter Registration Act's quiet-period requirement "is itself a provision intended to minimize confusion close to an election."
Separately, the justices are considering a request from Pennsylvania Republicans and the Republican National Committee to halt a Pennsylvania Supreme Court ruling that allows voters who improperly cast absentee ballots to submit a provisional ballot at a polling place.
In a narrowly divided ruling last week, Pennsylvania's high court said election offices must count in-person provisional ballots cast by voters who previously submitted absentee ballots without the required secrecy envelopes. The case began as a challenge by two western Pennsylvania voters whose provisional ballots were disqualified in the 2024 primary because they were not submitted correctly.
The Pennsylvania Supreme Court denied a Republican request Monday to put the rule on hold while they appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court. Republicans told the justices that the state court's ruling directly contravenes the ballot procedures prescribed by the Pennsylvania legislature, creating "a serious likelihood that Pennsylvania's already-commenced 2024 General Election ... will be tainted by the unlawful counting of provisional ballots cast by individuals whose mail ballots were timely received and invalid."
New York University law professor Richard Pildes estimated the challenge could affect anywhere from roughly 1,000 votes to a little more than 8,000.
In Nevada, the state Supreme Court on Monday turned aside an emergency Republican challenge to a requirement that election officials count absentee ballots that don't have a postmark and arrive up to three days after the election. The Republican National Committee, Nevada Republicans and the Trump campaign challenged guidance from the secretary of state's office, saying state law prevents the counting of ballots that are not postmarked.
A lower court and the Nevada Supreme Court found the plaintiffs did not have legal grounds to block the rule. Legal experts said the case could be appealed to the Supreme Court in the coming days.
In a similar case from Mississippi, the conservative U.S. Court of Appeals for the 5th Circuit said federal law preempts a Mississippi statute that allowed absentee ballots postmarked by Election Day to be counted if they arrive up to five days afterward. However, the ruling will probably not affect November's elections. The panel, made up of three judges nominated by Trump, left it for the lower court to decide the remedy. Legal experts expect the case could eventually make its way to the Supreme Court.
The Mississippi case could be significant in future elections because nearly two dozen states have rules that allow them to count certain ballots that arrive after Election Day.
Schneider reported from Petersburg, Virginia. Laura Vozzella in Richmond as well as Salvador Rizzo and Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff in Washington contributed to this report.
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They tried to prove Trump's fraud claims. They failed -- and got in trouble.
Trump's voter-fraud push has led to increasing legal jeopardy, but largely for those who flouted the law as they tried to substantiate it.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-10-30

Supporters of Donald Trump in Philadelphia demonstrate after the 2020 presidential election is called for Joe Biden on Nov. 7, 2020. (John Minchillo/AP)


Four years after the 2020 election, there is still zero proof of the widespread voter fraud that Donald Trump claimed stole the election from him.
What there is is a growing trail of Republicans and Trump allies who bought into Trump's lies -- and even tried to ferret out evidence to back him up. Instead, they helped show that the system worked, and they got into trouble for their own election malfeasance.
The latest apparent example might take the cake. It involves Larry L. Savage Jr., a GOP precinct committeeman and former congressional candidate in Indiana who turned himself in to police Tuesday.
According to charging documents, Savage attended a test of four voting machines in Madison County, Indiana, earlier this month. That test of 136 ballots wound up two ballots short in the final tabulation. Savage went on to say that the count was messed up, and he left the event and joined a Facebook Live event where he talked about the miscount.
The problem: The ballots were missing because Savage had taken them, according to Indiana State Police. Surveillance footage showed him folding up the ballots and stuffing them in his pocket, police said. He even reportedly showed them to a man as he was departing the event. Police discovered them in a search.
Savage has maintained that he thought he could take the test ballots and didn't have any "malintent."
"I didn't mean to hurt anybody," he told local news stations. "And if I did, I'm sorry. I'm just trying to fight for our country."
Remarkably, it's not the only legal proceeding this week involving someone supposedly fighting for election integrity who has been accused of their own wrongdoing in the process.
In rural Virginia, a Trump supporter named Richardson Carter Bell was found not guilty of attempted illegal voting Monday. Bell had voted early in local elections last year and then turned up to vote on Election Day as well. "I was messing [with them] to see if they were going to let me vote again, to see what kind of fraud is going on," Bell told police.
Bell's alleged test showed the system worked; election workers didn't give him a ballot. He was acquitted because his attorneys successfully argued that he would not have gone through with voting a second time.
And in a similar example last week, the local Republican Party in Clinton County, Michigan, said that members considered submitting mismatched signatures on absentee ballots to stress-test that state's verification process -- ultimately deciding against it for fear of criminal charges. But the party's chairman said his own ballot was flagged for a mismatched signature. (He also said he didn't know whether some pressed forward with the scheme.)
The situations echo plenty of others, including some that were recently resolved:
And that's to say nothing about the most high-profile election denier who could still face legal accountability for his actions: Trump himself. Trump is charged with crimes, including for his efforts to apply pressure on local and state officials such as Georgia Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger (R) to overturn their election results.
Whether Trump will ever face justice in those cases remains to be seen; if he wins the presidential election next week, that's significantly less likely.
But plenty of others are paying the price for trying to back him up -- even as the entire effort continues to be an utter failure.
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Trump alleges fraud in Pennsylvania, but officials say the election is secure
The former president's fraud claims are wildly exaggerated and overlook that voting safeguards are working, according to election authorities
By Colby Itkowitz | 2024-10-31

Voters head into the Allegheny County Office Building to cast their ballots on Tuesday in Pittsburgh. (Jeff Swensen/Getty Images)


Former president Donald Trump on Wednesday lodged claims of voter fraud in Pennsylvania, a state critical to his election prospects. But Democratic officials and voting rights advocates said that Trump's allegations are wildly exaggerated and that the problems he and Republicans are focused on are not only common, but also proof that election safeguards are working as intended.
For months, Trump has been using misinformation to lay the groundwork to claim a stolen election if he loses, just as he did in 2020. Now, with days to go before Election Day, Trump and his Republican allies appear to be increasingly focused on creating the impression that there is an array of problems with Pennsylvania's elections and that the results can't be trusted.
The former president has posted on social media and complained at rallies in recent days about alleged fraudulent voter registration applications in Lancaster and York counties. On Wednesday, his campaign sued Bucks County, a swing suburb outside Philadelphia, over allegations that voters were turned away when trying to vote by mail in person.
"Pennsylvania is cheating, and getting caught, at large scale levels rarely seen before. REPORT CHEATING TO AUTHORITIES. Law Enforcement must act, NOW!" Trump posted on Truth Social on Wednesday.
Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro (D) responded on X. "Let's remember, in 2020, Donald Trump attacked our elections over and over," Shapiro wrote. "He's now trying to use the same playbook to stoke chaos, but hear me on this: we will again have a free and fair, safe and secure election -- and the will of the people will be respected."
Trump in 2020 used false fraud claims to try to undermine the legitimacy of the election and then challenged the results as rigged when he lost. Experts and officials say the Pennsylvania claims are in keeping with his insistence that the only way he can lose this year is if the other side cheats, suggesting that he intends to cry foul if he loses again.
Lancaster County election officials announced last week that they had identified around 2,500 voter registration applications that were potentially fraudulent and that local law enforcement was investigating. The local district attorney, Heather Adams, said her team had found that about 60 percent of the 2,500 were potentially illegitimate, with problems such as incomplete addresses and duplicate handwriting on multiple forms. The officials said the large batch of applications appeared to have come from a paid canvassing operation, but they did not name the group.
Soon after, officials in York County said a group had dropped off thousands of voter registration and mail-in ballot applications that they were reviewing. Like Lancaster, they did not name the group, and they did not go as far as Lancaster in claiming potential fraud.
On Tuesday, Trump went after both counties on social media. He also said at a rally in Allentown, Pennsylvania, that "they've already started cheating in Lancaster."
Officials and voting advocates strenuously disagreed, saying the fact that the registrations were flagged shows there is a system in place to catch ineligible registrations. They also said there is little evidence that the flagged registrations were a nefarious attempt to register fake voters, rather than the sloppy work of a paid canvasser trying to meet a quota. They also noted that these are claims of faulty applications, not votes.
"The idea that there is widespread fraud is completely false and without any evidence, and is designed to sow doubt and ultimately subvert the election," said Neil Makhija, a Democratic commissioner in Montgomery County, who has been actively pushing back against Republicans' election fraud claims.
Kyle Miller, Pennsylvania policy strategist for Protect Democracy, said Republicans seem to be planting the idea that if problems were uncovered in Lancaster and York, two counties Trump won overwhelmingly in 2020, fraud could be occurring unnoticed in other parts of the state.
"There's no evidence of that happening," Miller said, "and I am confident that election officials are putting in the same due diligence and making sure their voter rolls are clean and accurate."
The Trump campaign on Wednesday sued the Bucks County Board of Elections, claiming that voters who had lined up to cast an in-person mail-in ballot on Tuesday, the last day to do so, were turned away hours before the election office closed. Pennsylvania does not have early voting, but it does allow people to request a mail-in ballot in person and drop it off. Long lines to request a mail-in ballot have been reported all over the state.
Diane Ellis-Marseglia, a Democratic commissioner in Bucks County, said staff had put up a sign letting people know that after a certain spot in line, they might not have time to apply and vote. But they later clarified that anyone in line by 5 p.m. would be able to do so. The Trump lawsuit does not say how many voters were allegedly turned away but cited "many" and "numerous" voters.
Late Wednesday afternoon, a county judge sided with the Trump campaign, saying Bucks County had violated state election code and ruled that the county must extend in-person mail-in voting to Thursday.
The alleged issues with Pennsylvania's elections follow months of Republican legal efforts to require officials not to count mail-in votes over technical mistakes, such as misdating the outside ballot envelope. The Republican National Committee this week asked the U.S. Supreme Court to intervene to stop voters who forget to put their mail-in ballot in a secrecy envelope from casting provisional ballots on Election Day.
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U.S. inundated with claims that American arms killed Gaza civilians
The State Department has received hundreds of reports that Israel's use of U.S. weapons is responsible for excessive civilian casualties in Gaza.
By Abigail Hauslohner, Michael Birnbaum | 2024-10-30

A Palestinian girl looks through the rubble of a building after an Israeli strike in Beit Lahia, northern Gaza, on Tuesday. (AFP/Getty Images)


The Biden administration has received nearly 500 reports alleging that Israel used U.S.-supplied weapons for attacks that caused unnecessary harm to civilians in the Gaza Strip, but it has failed to comply with its own policies requiring swift investigations of such claims, according to people familiar with the matter.
At least some of these cases presented to the State Department over the past year  probably amount to violations of U.S. and international law, these people said, speaking on the condition of anonymity because they are not authorized to discuss internal deliberations.
The reports are received from across the U.S. government, international aid organizations, nonprofits, media reports and other eyewitnesses. Dozens include photo documentation of U.S.-made bomb fragments at sites where scores of children were killed, according to human rights advocates briefed on the process.
Yet despite the State Department's internal Civilian Harm Incident Response Guidance, which directs officials to complete an investigation and recommend action within two months of launching an inquiry, no single case has reached the "action" stage, current and former officials told The Washington Post. More than two-thirds of cases remain unresolved, they said, with many pending response from the Israeli government, which the State Department consults to verify each case's circumstances.
Critics of the Biden administration's consistent provision of arms to Israel, now about 13 months into a war that has killed at least 43,000 people, according to Gaza's health authorities, say the handling of these reports is another illustration of the administration's unwillingness to hold its close ally accountable for the conflict's staggering toll.
"They're ignoring evidence of widespread civilian harm and atrocities to maintain a policy of virtually unconditional weapons transfers to the Netanyahu government," said John Ramming Chappell, a legal and policy adviser focused on U.S. security assistance and arms sales at the Center for Civilians in Conflict. "When it comes to the Biden administration's arms policies, everything looks good on paper but has turned out meaningless in practice when it comes to Israel."
The State Department declined to detail the volume of incidents under investigation. A spokesman, Matthew Miller, confirmed on Wednesday during a news conference held after the publication of this report that officials are reviewing "a number of incidents" and that "we have not yet gotten to the point with any of them that we've been able to make final determinations."
Based on "the overall scope of the damage and the number of civilian lives that have been lost," Miller said that it is "reasonable" to assess that Israel may have violated international law but that reaching such a conclusion is "incredibly difficult."
"It takes gathering facts. It takes gathering information. And it takes ultimately making legal judgments about those facts. And, oftentimes, you have conflicting accounts of what happened, and it is our job to try to sort through that the best we can," he said.
On Tuesday, after an Israeli strike on an apartment building killed more than 90 people, including 25 children, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, the State Department said Washington was seeking a "full explanation" from Israel. The Israeli military said it was "aware of reports that civilians were harmed."
Oren Marmorstein, a spokesman for Israel's Ministry of Foreign Affairs, declined to discuss the U.S. inquiries or Washington's efforts to limit civilian harm. "As part of the close alliance between Israel and the United States, there is continuous and close contact with the American administration regarding Israel's struggle against terrorist attacks against its citizens," Marmorstein said in a statement.
The Israeli military says it makes "significant efforts" to avoid civilian harm but has cited the presence of Hamas fighters hiding among civilians as justification to carry out bombings on schools, hospitals, mosques and tent encampments. Gaza's Health Ministry says the majority of the dead have been women and children.
Earlier this month, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin sent a letter to the Israeli government threatening vague policy "implications" if Israel did not immediately allow more aid into Gaza, where doctors and analysts say thousands have starved to death. The warning was widely interpreted to mean Washington may consider withholding arms transfers unless the humanitarian situation markedly improves.
In their letter, Blinken and Austin also acknowledged the failure of U.S. efforts to mitigate Israel's civilian causalities. "It is vitally important that our governments establish a new channel through which we can raise and discuss civilian harm incidents. Our engagements to date have not produced the necessary outcomes," they wrote. They gave Israel 30 days to deliver results, which would delay any action until after next week's U.S. presidential election.
The State Department's civilian harm guidance, unveiled by the Biden administration in August 2023 in response to congressional concerns about Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates' bombardment of Yemen, instructs the agency in how to assess whether a foreign military has violated any one of an assortment of U.S. laws and makes clear recommendations for action.
By investigating such cases, officials should be able to "identify, recommend, and document what actions the Department can and will take in response to such incidents," according to the 21-page policy document, a copy of which was obtained by The Post but has not been made public.

Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani, the Qatari prime minister and foreign affairs minister, and U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken arrive for a joint news conference in Doha on Oct. 24. (Nathan Howard/AFP/Getty Images)


Current and former U.S. officials described a process that, while detailed and deliberate on paper, has become functionally irrelevant with more-senior leaders at the State Department broadly dismissive of non-Israeli sources and unwilling to sign off on action plans.
Some U.S. officials and congressional Democrats have been frustrated by the State Department's apparent tendency to rely on Israel to substantiate the allegations against it.
Mike Casey, who worked on Gaza issues at the State Department's Office of Palestinian Affairs in Jerusalem, said senior officials routinely gave the impression that their goal in discussing any alleged abuse by Israel was to figure out how to frame it in a less negative light.
"There's this sense of: 'How do we make this okay?'" said Casey, who resigned in July. "There's not, 'How do we get to the real truth of what's going on here?'"
Senior officials, he said, often dismissed the credibility of Palestinian sources, eyewitness accounts, nongovernmental organizations, and official accounts from the Palestinian Authority and even the United Nations.
A U.S. official who addressed questions about the administration's handling of these reports said that the State Department considers both Palestinian and Israeli voices as it assesses allegations of civilian harm.
People familiar with the process said that at least one-quarter of cases have been dismissed in the first of three investigative stages, either because they were deemed not credible or because there was no indication of U.S. weapons use. The majority have proceeded to the "verification" stage, whereby, "We ask the [government of Israel] about the cases: Did you forewarn? Why did you hit this school or safe road or safe zone?" said one former official.
Sen. Chris Van Hollen (D-Maryland), who has met with administration officials on several occasions to discuss the issue, said he has been deeply frustrated by what he called a lack of follow-through. "There's no set timeline for getting responses to the many ad hoc inquiries that have been made," Van Hollen said.
Israel is the largest cumulative recipient of U.S. military aid since World War II, and the Biden administration has provided it with at least $17.9 billion in U.S. military assistance in the past year alone, according to a recent study by Brown University's Watson Institute for International and Public Affairs.
But despite deepening alarm among administration officials and lawmakers over Israel's conduct of the Gaza war, nearly all military assistance, apart from a delayed shipment of 2,000-pound bombs, has continued to flow without interruption. The pace and volume of weaponry have meant that U.S. munitions make up a substantial portion of Israel's arsenal, with an American-made fleet of warplanes to deliver the heaviest bombs to their targets, analysts say.
William D. Hartung, a co-author of the Watson Institute report and an expert on the arms industry and the U.S. military budget at the Quincy Institute, said "it's almost impossible" that Israel is not violating U.S. law, "given the level of slaughter that's going on and the preponderance of U.S. weapons."
Among the cases submitted to the State Department, according to people familiar with the matter, are the January killing of a 6-year-old girl and her family in their car, with pieces of a U.S.-made 120mm tank round purportedly found at the scene. There were shards of American-made small-diameter bombs photographed at a family's home and at a school sheltering displaced civilians after airstrikes in May killed dozens of women and children. And there was the tail fin of a Boeing-manufactured Joint Direct Attack Munition on the scene of a July airstrike that killed at least 90 Palestinians.
"The U.S. is the biggest donor to Israel with these weapons," said Sarah Yager, the Washington director at Human Rights Watch. "And it's a year in. When is the United States going to put its foot down?"
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Nicky Jam, reggaeton singer, pulls endorsement of Trump after Puerto Rico insult 
He stopped short, however, of endorsing Vice President Kamala Harris. Instead, he said he was stepping aside from political takes.
By Sabrina Rodriguez | 2024-10-30

Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump greets reggaeton singer Nicky Jam during a campaign event Sept. 13 in Las Vegas. (John Locher/AP)


Nicky Jam, a Puerto Rican and Dominican reggaeton singer, rescinded his endorsement of Donald Trump in the latest blowback over a comedian's insult at a Trump rally on Sunday that Puerto Rico is a "floating island of garbage."
Nick Rivera Caminero, known by his stage name Nicky Jam, endorsed Trump at a September rally in Las Vegas. He was met with vocal backlash from Latino fans at the time and had not spoken out since then. But in an Instagram video Wednesday, he explained that he had been motivated to support Trump because of what he thought he could do for the economy -- and that he could no longer justify backing him.
"The reason why I supported Donald Trump is because I thought it was best for the economy of the United States, where a lot of Latinos live, a lot of us live, I include myself, and many immigrants who are suffering because of the economy," he said in the video. "And him being a businessman, I thought it was the best move.
"I never in my life imagined a month later a comedian would go and criticize my country and talk badly about my country," he added. "And therefore, I revoke any support to Donald Trump." Puerto Rico is a U.S. territory.
He stopped short, however, of endorsing Vice President Kamala Harris, the Democratic nominee. Instead, he said he was stepping aside from political takes.
Nicky Jam's rescinded endorsement is the latest blowback Trump is facing after podcast host and comedian Tony Hinchcliffe referred to Puerto Rico -- known as La Isla del Encanto, or the Island of Enchantment -- as an "island of garbage," among other racist and demeaning insults he delivered during Trump's rally at Madison Square Garden in New York.
The Trump campaign has sought to move past the episode, bringing in several Latino speakers at a rally in majority-Latino Allentown, Pennsylvania, on Tuesday night to boost Trump as an advocate for Puerto Ricans and other Latinos. On multiple occasions, Trump has declined to apologize for the comedian's remark, dismissing the furor over the insults.
"Nobody loves our Latino community and our Puerto Rican community more than I do," he said at his rally in Allentown.
The rollout of Nicky Jam's Trump endorsement was also the subject of much criticism among Latinos. Last month, Trump invited Nicky Jam onstage during a campaign rally in Las Vegas and misgendered him. "Do you know Nicky?" he asked the crowd. "She's hot!"
While Nicky Jam brushed off the former president's mistake in the moment, he later took down an Instagram post endorsing Trump after fans flooded it with angry comments.
Many pointed out how the reggaeton artist had been vocal in supporting Dreamers, undocumented immigrants brought to the United States as children, during the Trump administration. He did a collaboration with Spotify in 2018 in support of Dreamers to fight the Trump administration's actions at the time. Trump rescinded the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program, known as DACA, which allowed eligible immigrants to work and study without fear of deportation. The Obama-era program has remained in legal limbo.
And Mana, a popular Mexican rock band, pulled its song with Nicky Jam from streaming platforms after his endorsement.
"Mana does not work with racists," the group said in a statement on Instagram.
Mana will perform at a rally with Harris on Thursday in Las Vegas. Jennifer Lopez, who is Puerto Rican, will also speak at the rally.
Nicky Jam joins a number of Puerto Rican celebrities who have denounced the insult.
Bad Bunny, a Puerto Rican musical artist and one of the biggest superstars in the world, threw his support behind Harris on Sunday, and on Tuesday he posted a video highlighting the rich history of the Puerto Rican people with the caption "garbage." Lopez, Ricky Martin and Marc Anthony have also expressed their support for Harris's candidacy.
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Highest-altitude U.S. voters to cast their ballots from space
Astronauts on the International Space Station, including two who are stuck there after a Boeing Starliner malfunctioned, said they intended to vote from orbit.
By Ruby Mellen | 2024-10-30

Astronauts Suni Williams, left, and Butch Wilmore speak to reporters from the International Space Station on July 10. (NASA/AP)


Mail-in and absentee voting is in full swing, with the U.S. presidential election less than a week away. Some of those ballots have further to travel, especially in vertical distance, than others.
Some 250 miles above Earth, the four American astronauts aboard the International Space Station -- orbiting the planet at 17,500 mph -- said they intended to cast their votes from the thermosphere, according to NASA public affairs officer Jimi Russell.
That includes Suni Williams and Butch Wilmore, who are stuck in space after their eight-day mission to the ISS was extended to eight months after a technical malfunction in the Boeing Starliner that was supposed to bring them home. In a news conference last month, Wilmore said he had requested his ballot. He did not say for whom he would vote.
"It's a very important role we play as citizens to be included in those elections," Wilmore said.
Americans living or traveling abroad can fill out a mail-in form, so long as they are registered in a former state of residence. But for Americans in space, there's more to it than sealing and stamping an envelope. Absentee or early voting ballots on the ISS are downloaded with a special password, filled out, and uploaded and encrypted on board. NASA satellites then beam them down to a ground terminal in White Sands, New Mexico, where they are then transferred to mission control in Houston. From there, the ballots are sent to county clerks for filing.
NASA declined to disclose to The Washington Post each astronaut's registered county of residence.
In past elections, space votes have been cast in hotly contested states. U.S. astronaut Andrew R. Morgan told The Post in 2020 that he made a point to request his ballot from Lawrence County, Pennsylvania, to vote in the election.
"To be perfectly honest, outside of presidential years, I don't always make the effort to vote," Morgan said at the time. "But I wanted to exercise that right from the International Space Station."
Since 1997, U.S. astronauts have had a clear process by which to cast their votes from space, after John Blaha raised the issue with NASA ahead of the 1996 presidential election, during which he was set to be aboard the Russian space station Mir.
One year later, the opportunity to "vote while you float" was enshrined -- a sometimes year-long process that begins on Earth before launch and culminates in the submission of an encrypted electronic ballot from space. Morgan said Lawrence County emailed him a ballot he could fill out using a special passcode known only to him.
Other countries have followed suit.
Russian cosmonaut Anatoly Ivanishin cast his vote from orbit in 2020. Using an online ballot, Ivanishin weighed in on President Vladimir Putin's proposed constitutional changes, aimed at keeping him in power until 2036. Ivan Vagner, another Russian in orbit, cast his vote on the matter days later through a proxy -- a voter deputized to represent him back on Earth.
The European Space Agency's Thomas Pesquet, during his tour on the International Space Station, also used a proxy to cast his vote for the next leader of France in 2017. Though a resident of Frankfurt, Germany, at the time, the French citizen was able to have a colleague vote on his behalf.
Former president Donald Trump has said he lost reelection in 2020 because of fraud surrounding increased mail-in voting due to the coronavirus pandemic. This year he and other Republicans have changed their tune, urging supporters to vote early.
"We can't afford to wait," Wisconsin GOP Chairman Brian Schimming said during a news conference this month. "We encourage people to vote early because you never know what's going on with the weather."
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The vast majority of early voters were probably going to vote anyway
As with everything this election, it's what's at the margin that could make the difference.
By Philip Bump, Lenny Bronner | 2024-10-30

Voters line up to apply for their mail-in or absentee ballots outside the Allegheny County Office Building in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, on Wednesday. (Jeff Swensen/Getty Images)


Elon Musk approaches information about the 2024 election with the passion of a new convert: enthusiastic about what he sees, even if he doesn't entirely understand it. This tendency overlaps with his businessman's instinct to hype whatever he's investing in which, at this point, is votes for Donald Trump.
So we get declarations on X, the social-media platform he owns, where he celebrates what to a layperson would seem like good news for the former president.
"Republican early votes now exceed Democrat votes in New Jersey, normally a Democrat-leaning state!" he squealed in a post early Wednesday morning. On Monday, he declared that Republican early voting in Pennsylvania was 435,000 votes higher relative to Democrats than it was four years ago. This, he said, meant that the state was "[t]rending towards a crushing victory."
Nah. As we explained last week, there was nothing predictive about the 2020 early vote in swing states, including Pennsylvania. What's more, the 2020 election included complexities around early voting that make apples-to-apples comparisons tricky. Early voting became a proxy for one's view of the pandemic, with Trump encouraging his base to wait until Election Day. He (or at least his campaign and allies) aren't doing the same thing this year.
As for New Jersey? Well, let's just say it is unlikely those early-voting numbers augur an upset for Trump in the heavily Democratic state. Particularly since they exclude mail ballots.
One reason for that is that early voting and Election-Day voting are not exclusive. In other words, it is not the case that one set of voters can vote early while another can only vote later. Some voters always vote early, some always vote on Election Day and others do whatever is most convenient in a given election cycle. Those Republican early voters in New Jersey and Pennsylvania are not necessarily votes that (presumably) Trump wouldn't have gotten were there no early voting. They are almost certainly instead mostly votes that he would have gotten anyway.
To drill down on this point, we pulled early-vote data from L2, our political data partner, and looked at the voting histories of those who'd already cast votes in the swing states expected to determine the winner of the presidential contest.
Across those seven states, an average of 94 percent of Democrats and Republicans who voted early voted in at least one of the four preceding federal elections. (Three of those states -- Georgia, Michigan and Wisconsin -- don't require registration by party so party identification is estimated by L2 based on other factors.) On average, 82 percent of independent or third-party voters cast ballots at least once over those four elections.




One reason that the percentage is higher among those who aren't members of major parties is that young voters -- who are less likely to have voted in the past both because younger voters vote less often and because they may be newly registered -- tend to be political independents.
Most early voters in those states also voted in either 2016 or 2020, inclusive; that is, in one or both of the past presidential elections. Across the swing states, an average of 89 percent of Democratic early voters voted in one or both of those elections. Among Republicans, 91 percent did. Among third-party or independent voters, three-quarters did.




In fact, most of those who have cast votes early so far this year voted both in 2020 and in the lower-turnout 2022 midterms.




All of that said, it's fair to wonder about those voters who didn't cast ballots in prior elections. Did Musk's efforts, for example, create a cadre of new Trump voters who will tilt Pennsylvania (if not New Jersey) to the former president? It's hard to tell.
As the Atlanta Journal-Constitution reported on Wednesday, there are 613,000 voters in Georgia who have voted early this year but didn't vote in Georgia in 2020. Some of them are people who moved to the state. Some are people who reached voting age over the past four years. About a third of that 613,000-voter total, in fact, were people under the age of 30 according to the newspaper.
Washington Post analysis of L2 data indicates that this is often the case in swing states. On average, early voters this year who also cast ballots in 2020 have a median age that's 16 years older than those who've cast 2024 ballots but didn't vote in those states four years ago. In Wisconsin, the difference is small, only four years. In Pennsylvania, it's large: 2020 voters who voted early this year have a median age of 67 while those who didn't vote then have a median age of 40.
What's important to remember here is that we simply don't know how those voters are voting, why those new voters are new voters in their states and -- most importantly! -- how these early-voting numbers will compare to vote totals from Election Day.
What we do know is that the vast majority of those who've voted already have voted before, suggesting that their early vote is less about mobilization than about habit or convenience. Be wary of those who suggest otherwise, particularly if they have an expensive dog in this fight.
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Trump recalls watching racial justice protesters flee D.C. There's no evidence it happened.
Trump now claims that he watched "thousands of asses" through the White House windows as protesters left Washington after he threatened to punish them.
By Meryl Kornfield | 2024-10-30

President Donald Trump, seen through a window, watches a television as newscasters talk about him moments after he spoke with coronavirus task force members about the pandemic in a briefing at the White House in 2020. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) 


Donald Trump has a new yarn to tell about 2020's racial justice protests.
For years, the former president has falsely claimed that he stopped protesters who were trying to pull down statues in D.C. by enacting or signing a new law that threatened anyone who vandalized a statue with an "automatic" 10 years in prison. (A federal law against statue vandalism had been on the books for years, but it did not carry "automatic" sentences, and protesters have said Trump's comments at the time had no bearing on their decision-making.)
This year, however, Trump has added a new embellishment to this tale, claiming he personally watched "thousands of asses" through the White House windows as protesters left Washington after he publicly threatened to punish them.
"I said, 'from this moment forward, anybody that so much as touches one of our beautiful Washington monuments goes to jail for 10 years with no parole, no nothing,'" Trump said at a Las Vegas rally on Thursday, to cheers from his supporters. "It was a beautiful sight, because I looked out of the White House window, and I saw thousands of people from the back. I watched all of those asses walking away from Washington, and they were gone, and we never heard from them again."
Trump has now referred to watching the retreating protesters' bottoms six times, first in August and twice last week during rallies in battleground states as he makes his final pitch to crucial voters, according to a Washington Post review of campaign speeches.
When he told a version of the story at a Sept. 19 antisemitism event blocks from where he said the drama took place, he added a new description of protesters leaving their equipment behind as they fled.
"They dropped the ropes, and they started walking out of town," he said. "I was watching thousands of asses from the back."
"It was a beautiful sight," he said. "It was a beautiful sight. It was a beautiful sight."
But there is no evidence of any mass exodus of demonstrators fleeing Trump's threats to punish them, and Trump did not create the law he has repeatedly touted.

Workers clean the base of a statue of Andrew Jackson in Washington, D.C., that protesters tried to take down in June 2020. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post) 


The Trump campaign did not answer questions from The Washington Post about what event Trump was referring to and why he has continued to repeat the false claim that he "enacted" Bush's anti-vandalism law. But spokeswoman Karoline Leavitt reiterated Trump's campaign promise of safety.
"Our nation's capital has sadly turned into a dilapidated place where families are fleeing, criminals are running rampant, and tourists are scared away," she said. "President Trump has promised to make Washington, DC, safe and beautiful for all Americans who want to be proud of our country."
Here's what actually happened in June 2020, the month Trump first became fixated on punishing statue vandals.
Protests over George Floyd's death in Minneapolis police custody had reached a fever pitch, prompting a reckoning over racism in U.S. history and the markers that memorialized controversial moments and people.
Protesters toppled the statue of Confederate Gen. Albert Pike near Judiciary Square on the night of June 19, infuriating Trump, who asked the city to do something. D.C. police said that the statue was under federal jurisdiction. Then, on June 22, protesters turned their attention to the bronze statue of President Andrew Jackson in Lafayette Square near the White House, attaching ropes to it in an attempt to tear it down. They were soon rebuffed by law enforcement.
Trump posted again the following day that he had "authorized the Federal Government to arrest anyone who vandalizes or destroys any monument, statue or other such Federal property in the U.S. with up to 10 years in prison," and cited the Veterans' Memorial Preservation and Recognition Act of 2003, which was signed by George W. Bush.
Three days later, Trump issued an executive order calling attention to Bush's law. He signed the order in the Oval Office, according to photos the White House posted.
"It is the policy of the United States to prosecute to the fullest extent permitted under Federal law, and as appropriate, any person or any entity that destroys, damages, vandalizes, or desecrates a monument, memorial, or statue within the United States or otherwise vandalizes government property," the order read.
In Trump's latest jumbled version of the week's events, his action stopped protesters from taking down the Jackson statue. But by the time he signed the executive order, the demonstrations around the statue had already ceased.
Jay Brown, an activist who runs a nonprofit counseling program called Community Shoulders and worked as a street medic during the protests in the square in front of the White House, said demonstrators were deterred by law enforcement's aggressive use of force, not social-media posts or statements by the president. Many were injured by rubber bullets, batons and tear gas. No one spoke about Trump's tweets or his not-yet-issued executive order, he said. Also, most of the protesters lived in the area, and did not flee the city as Trump claimed.
"It wasn't like 'oh my god, Trump just did this, and we need to think twice,'" Brown said. "He had no bearing."
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How furious is the Harris campaign at Biden? I answered your questions.
Karen's live chat with readers started at 12 p.m. ET on Thursday. Read the transcript.
By Karen Tumulty | 2024-10-31
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Edith Pritchett cartoon on meditation apps for election anxiety
By Edith Pritchett | 2024-10-31

(Edith Pritchett/The Washington Post)
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I cried when Trump won. I won't cry over elections anymore. 
In a divided country, conflict is inevitable and can even be healthy.
By Shadi Hamid | 2024-10-31
I still think about the first -- and last time -- I cried over an election.
It was Nov. 8, 2016, the night of Donald Trump's victory. My brother called me at midnight. "I'm not so much worried about us. I'm worried about Mom and Dad," he told me. I started to tear up. Since my mother wears a headscarf, she is visibly Muslim in a way that I am not. And Trump had spent the previous 12 months demonizing Muslims.
Looking back, I feel sheepish for crying, not because men shouldn't cry -- they probably should, at least occasionally -- but because no one should cry about an election. The worst thing about elections is losing, but the best thing about losing is that you live to fight another day -- in the next election.
Intellectually, I knew these things. But in the heat of the moment, it was hard. My parents went to sleep before Trump altered the course of American history. Yet, when I spoke to my father that morning, he seemed oddly relaxed. He had grown up under an authoritarian regime. Because he had seen the alternative, he had an intuitive grasp of what made democracy strong. If enough Americans had voted for Trump, they must have had a reason for doing so. It was their choice, and what was democracy if not the right to make the wrong choice? This wasn't the end of the world. And it wasn't.
But eight years later, we find ourselves even more polarized. This is not mere disagreement over policy; it's a more profound anxiety over the shape and meaning of the American project. One Pew Research Center study found that 77 percent of Trump voters and 80 percent of Biden voters believe their differences with the other were about "fundamental" disagreements over core American values. With stakes as high as these, the onslaught of events can feel overwhelming. Every national election is billed as the "most important" of our lifetimes. But not every election can be the most important, even if it might seem that way in the moment.
Ever since the 2016 presidential election, the prospect of American democracy dying has loomed in the public imagination. What followed Trump's victory were years of existential dread. Politics began making us sick, in some cases literally. According to one study, 40 percent of American adults say politics is a "significant source of stress" in their lives, resulting in health problems such as fatigue, insomnia and loss of temper. Meanwhile, 5 percent of American adults reported suicidal thoughts due to politics.
Millions of Americans hoped Joe Biden's election would restore some semblance of normalcy. He was old, White and (relatively) boring. Perhaps Americans would stop imbuing politics with a weight that it couldn't carry. This would have been nice, but it didn't happen.
Not all problems have solutions. If our divisions are deep, they might be beyond fixing. As the political theorist Chantal Mouffe describes it: "There are conflicts which no rational solution could ever exist, hence the dimension of antagonism that characterizes human societies." Antagonism can't be eliminated, and it is often the desire to force a consensus where none exists that transforms disagreements into pitched conflicts.
As hard as it may be, we must now acknowledge -- and, somehow, learn to live with -- a new normal of deep, persistent polarization. This means abandoning the illusion that we can return to a past where national unity and consensus ruled the day. That past never really existed -- think of the racial unrest, political assassinations and domestic terrorism of the 1960s. And even if it did, we can't go back because the forces driving polarization are irreversible, stemming from deep structural changes in the educational and religious makeup of the country.
Partisans on left and right might prefer to pummel the other side into submission, but this is a losing battle. There were 74 million Trump voters and 81 million Biden voters in 2020. They are not going anywhere. In a country divided in half, the fact of difference isn't something to fight. It's something to accept with as much wisdom and prudence as we can muster. What might that mean?
First, it entails resisting the urge to view our fellow Americans -- and that's what they are -- as "beyond the pale." Originating in the Middle Ages, pale is old English for a painted wooden stake driven into the ground, dividing the realm of English law and order from the supposed barbarism of Irish colonial subjects. To see your opponents as in need of civilizing is probably not a great recipe for coexistence.
When individuals get subsumed into partisan mobs, they can end up supporting policies and candidates that are not just misguided but morally objectionable -- but as individuals they remain family, neighbors and colleagues who deserve the benefit of the doubt. Terms such as "fascist" or "white supremacist" should be reserved for the very small percentage of the population that are actually fascists or white supremacists.
Although most of us understand that this is the better way in theory, it's easier said than done. I'm a child of immigrants. If I decide to start a conversation with a Trump supporter, but they say that people like my parents should be deported, then the discussion might not be worthwhile. Where each of us chooses to draw red lines is a personal decision. But that decision can only be made over the course of a conversation -- not before it starts.
The goal isn't necessarily to find common ground -- because on issues such as abortion, race and immigration, the gaps might be quite large -- but rather to develop an appreciation for the experiences that drive our fellow citizens to their own political beliefs and conclusions. Ideas and opinions don't fall from the sky. They come from somewhere. Each of us enters politics with different starting assumptions -- about religion, God, morality and the purpose of human life.
These foundational divides mean that democracy can never be about achieving total consensus or eliminating conflict altogether. It's about managing our differences through peaceful competition -- and accepting that the other side will win at least some of the time. At some level, we should even hope that the other party will win eventually because if it didn't, America would become a one-party state. This might seem like political heresy -- after all, we're taught to fight for total victory -- but a democracy where one side perpetually dominates is no democracy at all.
This seemingly paradoxical idea points to a deeper truth about American politics today. Polarization is not some fever that will break with the next election or the right combination of policies. It is woven into the fabric of our democracy -- the inevitable result of more than 330 million people colliding with their different beliefs, backgrounds and visions of the good life. The sooner we accept this, the sooner we can move beyond hand-wringing and toward a more constructive engagement with our differences,  as deep as they are. Perhaps, one day, we might even come to see our polarization as productive -- as something that made us better, wiser citizens.
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Trump may try to overturn the election. But it won't be easy.
Past experience suggests Trump will not succeed in contesting a Harris win.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-10-31

Vice President Mike Pence hands  electoral certificates to Sen. Amy Klobuchar at the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. (Saul Loeb/AP)


Ever since felon and former president Donald Trump announced his current run, democracy defenders have worried about a replay of 2020, when  Joe Biden's win in a duly administered election was followed by an attempted coup. We have already seen Trump conniving to reject defeat at the polls: He and his running mate refuse to state unequivocally they will accept the outcome. Trump, for months, has been talking about (nonexistent) illegal votes from noncitizen immigrants. His allies declared the election illegitimate as far back as July. MAGA lawyers are litigating roughly 200 lawsuits to block certain ballots, delay or interfere with counting, avoid certification and create new hurdles to voting.
In short, all signs point to a scenario in which  a win for Kamala Harris might  be followed by Trump attempting to overturn the election, and news outlets such as Politico speculate that he just might pull it off this time. It behooves us to assess the real risks and put to bed some of the most extreme scenarios.
For starters, lawyers for the GOP are already on a heck of a losing streak around the country. They have failed to show evidence of undocumented immigrants voting in statistically significant numbers. A court rejected the attempt to block counting of Pennsylvania mail-in ballots because the inner security envelope was missing. Their Fulton County, Georgia, stunts (mandating a hand count and making certification discretionary) were thrown out of court. Some efforts to purge voter rolls at the last minute were blocked (though the U.S. Supreme Court on Wednesday reversed a lower court decision, allowing Virginia to purge its rolls despite a federal statute prohibiting such action so close to the election). Challenging overseas ballots, including military ballots, was a bust. An effort to block ballots received up to three  days after Election Day lost in Nevada.
Norm Eisen, chair of the bipartisan State Democracy Defenders Action, tells me that GOP litigation has been "thoroughly rejected so far, meeting the same fate as Trump's notorious 62 failed cases in the prior cycle." Calling it a desperate strategy, he adds that "if the judicial returns so far are any indication, it will continue to flop."
After the votes are cast, Republicans will undoubtedly argue the election was tainted by illegally cast and wrongly counted ballots. Their likely problem: a lack of evidence.
Regarding undocumented immigrants, study after study and Republicans' own efforts have turned up negligible instances of illegal voting. Without evidence, any lawsuits will fail, just as the pre-election cases did.
As for overseas ballots, the Federal Voting Assistance Program has been in effect for decades to "Assist military and overseas citizen voters exercise their right to vote -- no matter where they are." The Brennan Center explains: "The law, also known as UOCAVA, was enacted during the Reagan administration to make procedures for overseas voting more straightforward. It requires states to allow military personnel and other U.S. citizens to vote in federal elections by absentee ballot in their former state of residence." It is unsurprising, then, that lawsuits recently filed by Republicans in Michigan, North Carolina, and Pennsylvania to block absentee ballots or remove voters from rolls lacked any evidence of wrongdoing or fraud. To be clear, all states have checks in place to make sure those requesting ballots and voting from overseas are eligible citizens.
Just as in 2020, any 2024 bogus suits will almost certainly get tossed. Certainly, the wider the margin, the less plausible their cases, but even a small margin of victory will stand if there is no evidence of wrongdoing.
As in 2020, Trump's legal tumult seems designed not so much to prove the election "stolen" as to cast the election as illegitimate. This is the essence of antidemocratic movements: No election can be valid unless they win. The will of the people is irrelevant.
Likewise, schemes to withhold certification are almost guaranteed to lose. In every swing state, a party can get a court to order certification or press criminal charges against recalcitrant officials. In states such as Michigan,  officeholders (e.g., Democratic Gov. Gretchen Whitmer) can certify even if local officials refuse. Furthermore, if states refuse to certify or a possible GOP-controlled Congress refuses to accept electors, the number of electoral college votes needed to win  would be reduced from 270. Vice President Kamala Harris needs only a majority of the certified electors to win.
Voters should be concerned about other antidemocratic antics, such as  removing access to ballot boxes or even setting them on fire. However, law enforcement and city officials have investigated these incidents, and boxes can be replaced and voters given provisional ballots if their original ballot was destroyed. (Previously, right-wing groups have tried to install fake dropboxes and surveilled them with armed men; courts stopped such intimidation.)
As a result of concerns about  violence, threats and intimidation directed at poll workers, the Justice Department in 2021 rolled out an election task force to investigate, prevent and prosecute such incidents and to stop fraud. That is up and running.
The Justice Department has also activated its Election Day program that pairs  U.S. attorneys with local law enforcement. U.S. attorneys have reaffirmed DOJ's critical role to prevent violence and intimidation, deploying district election officers to field complaints:
Authorities at all levels, in sum, are prepared to handle violence and fraud. On Jan. 6, 2025, the Capitol will be under heavy lockdown given its designation as a National Special Security Event.
Republicans' rejection of democracy is tragic and dangerous, but a well-prepared administration, Democratic and DOJ lawyers, courts, and law enforcement make it virtually impossible to reverse a Trump defeat. The system, I am confident, will hold.
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Elmo tries to understand the electoral college
Elmo just did some math and Elmo is worried.
By Alexandra Petri | 2024-10-31

Elmo at the 2012 inaugural ball. (Mark Mann for The Washington Post) 


I have been trying to explain the electoral college to my preschooler. It has been going poorly. And Bluey unfortunately is no help because they do things differently in Australia. So, here's a Sesame Street episode about the U.S. election system.
Elmo: Hi, everybody! Hi, Bert! Hi, Ernie! Are you coloring?
Bert: In a way, we are coloring, Elmo. We are filling out our ballots.
Elmo: What is a ballot?
Bert: A ballot is a piece of paper you color in to vote for the person you want to be president!
Ernie: And also choose many state and local offices.
Bert: We're filling ours out, and then we'll put them in the ballot box.
Ernie: Just like everybody all across the country is doing!
Bert: And then they count the ballots!
Count von Count: (Entering.) Did you say count? One, two! Two beautiful ballots!
Elmo: And after you count the ballots, whoever wins the most votes gets to be the president!
(Enter the electoral college, a big map with googly eyes.)
Electoral College: Not exactly!
Elmo: Who are you?
Electoral College: I'm the electoral college! After you cast your vote, it gets counted in your state or district. Each state counts more or less in the electoral college based on how big it is.
Count: Yes! Of course! If a state is big, it has more people. If a state is small, it has fewer people. So, when you count all the votes, states with more people will count for more, and states with fewer people will count for less.
Electoral College: Not quite! All states except for Maine and Nebraska are winner-take-all states. So if you are the candidate with the most votes in Pennsylvania, you win all of Pennsylvania's votes. Some states are competitive -- states with large populations and very close margins -- and candidates spend all their time and money there. Other states are not.
(Enter Pennsylvania and New York.)
Pennsylvania: I'm a big, competitive state!
New York: I'm just a big state.
(Pennsylvania shoves New York to the ground.)
Pennsylvania: Eat dirt, New York!
New York: I'm sorry! I'm trying to have smaller margins!
Pennsylvania: Don't apologize to me, apologize to the Founders!
(Enter the Founders. James Madison is a human being; everyone else is a monster.)
James Madison: Direct democracy makes us nervous!
Thomas Jefferson: What if the well-meaning but poorly informed multitude picks someone bad?
George Mason: Fortunately, the wise electors will shield us from that.
Abby Cadabby: But George Mason, the way the electoral college currently functions, the electors aren't exercising any judgment. They're committed to vote the way the state votes. Their sole function is to make the process less representative.
George Mason: Oh, my! Thank goodness I'm dead!
Elmo: What is death?
Count: It's time for the number of the day! The number of the day is 538!
(Electors start floating in.)
Count: Count the electors with us! 1! 2! 3!
Electoral College: 270 votes is an electoral college majority, and whoever wins a majority of the electoral college wins the presidency! You can stop at 270!
Elmo: Elmo just did some math and Elmo is worried.
Abby Cadabby: Why are you worried, Elmo?
Elmo: Elmo is worried because you can win a majority of the votes and still lose the election.
Electoral College: Now you're getting it! (Sings.)
MORE IS USUALLY MORE
EXCEPT WITH THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE
FIVE IS GREATER THAN FOUR
EXCEPT WITH THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE
TWO MILLION MORE VOTES! DOES THAT MEAN I WIN?
NO! NOW IT'S TIME FOR THE FUN TO BEGIN!
DO THEY HAVE THE RIGHT WEIGHT?
WERE THEY IN THE RIGHT STATE?
ASK THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE
DON'T CALL IT HYPOCRISY
IT'S THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE
Bert: Is it hypocrisy, though?
Electoral College: I'm just setting up the rhyme!
WE LIVE IN A DEMOCRACY
EXCEPT FOR THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE
Bert: Technically, it's a democratic republic --
Electoral College: YOUR VOTE IS FINE, BUT IT MIGHT BE FINER
IF YOU'D CHOSEN TO RESIDE IN NORTH CAROLINA,
AND IT'S TOO BAD YOU WEREN'T COZILY ENSCONCED IN
THE RED-OR-BLUE GREAT STATE OF WISCONSIN
IS IT HARRIS? OR NAH? THAT'S UP TO ARIZONA!
THANKS, THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE!
Elmo: Do any other countries do this?
Electoral College: No! It's like the constant, looming specter of gun violence any time you gather in a public place -- just one of the things that makes this country special!
A Big, Sad Elephant in a Black Robe with a Scythe: I'm sorryyyyyy.
Elmo: Hey! Wait! Nobody explained death to Elmo.
Count: This is making me very, very upset! I love counting, but the electoral college is not about counting! It is about making things not count! The electoral college belongs in the trash!
Oscar the Grouch: You take that back.
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This might be the strangest idea in the 2024 election
Trump says the United States needs a sovereign wealth fund, and so does the Biden administration. Be skeptical.
By Heather Long | 2024-10-31

Voting at a public library in Great Falls in March (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post)


Does the United States need a sovereign wealth fund? Last month, Donald Trump said yes, it does. Some of President Joe Biden's top aides agree. They have been working on a proposal to make it happen. (Kamala Harris has not taken a stance, and her campaign did not reply when I asked about it.) The idea is intriguing, but it doesn't make much practical sense.
Americans can be excused for not knowing exactly what a sovereign wealth fund is, because the United States has never had one. It is a big pot of money that is invested and managed by the government for the good of the country. The best argument in favor of the United States launching one is to keep up with other powerful nations. China and Saudi Arabia use their massive funds -- an estimated $2.5 trillion and $1.1 trillion, respectively -- to invest around the world and influence other countries. Some of these funds have become tools for economic influence -- some might say "economic warfare" -- alongside tariffs and sanctions. The Saudi fund owns a majority stake in the Newcastle United soccer team and has launched its own professional golf league to rival the PGA.
More than 80 countries have sovereign wealth funds, according to the Global SWF tracker. But most of them are small and have little influence. Canada's $18 billion, Italy's $11 billion or Cyprus's $1 billion are irrelevant on the global stage. Only five countries have funds holding more than $1 trillion: China, the United Arab Emirates, Norway, Singapore and Saudi Arabia -- all countries that have excess cash, from either selling oil or running big trade surpluses.
The U.S. government, in contrast, has no extra money to launch a sovereign wealth fund. The federal government is $35 trillion in debt and has been running sizable budget deficits for more than two decades. What's more, its budget problems are expected to worsen in the coming years. Social Security obligations are growing, as are health-care payments for an aging population. And Trump's agenda could add nearly $8 trillion in debt, while Harris's could add almost $4 trillion, according to the Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget.
It makes little sense for the government to borrow more money to create a fund. Too many other urgent priorities require investment, including keeping Social Security solvent beyond 2035, fixing our child-care and elder-care crises, and dealing with multiple geopolitical crises. Winning the race in artificial intelligence, too, is far more important for America's economic influence than sitting atop the sovereign wealth fund leader board.
"Frankly, it's more of a gimmick," Maurice Obstfeld, former chief economist at the International Monetary Fund, told me.
Trump makes the wild claim that imposing tariffs on all imports would bring in so much revenue that we could get rid of income taxes, with enough money left over to pay for child care and launch "the strongest sovereign wealth fund of them all." In reality, the tariffs he proposes would amount to only about 8 percent of current income tax revenue.
Biden's aides make a more sophisticated argument. They see a sovereign wealth fund as a way for the government to invest in critical industries such as shipbuilding and nuclear fusion and in critical minerals -- to protect the U.S. economy from China. But if a project is a good idea, it should be done by getting money from Congress. The 2022 Chips and Science Act had bipartisan support and provided more than $50 billion to grow the U.S. semiconductor industry.
A sovereign wealth fund would be a way for a president to have access to money without having to deal with Congress. But as such, it could quickly become a dangerous slush fund. Theoretically, an independent board could manage the fund; some advocates point to the Federal Reserve as a model. Norway's fund is managed by a team at its central bank. But keep in mind that Trump has considered firing the Fed chair. Imagine what would happen if the sovereign wealth fund lost money on a key investment or refused to fund a president's pet project. The concept comes with myriad risks and few clear benefits.
It's worth noting that the Global SWF tracker lists the United States as No. 1 already for public investment funds. This is because the tracker takes into account central bank money, the 23 state funds such as the Alaska Permanent Fund, and public pension funds such as the Federal Retirement Thrift Investment Board and CalPERS, which are large. It's a reminder of just how much capital, public and private, the country already has.
The United States doesn't need a sovereign wealth fund to enhance its global influence. We're the world's biggest economy -- and currently one of the best-performing. The U.S. dollar is the world's reserve currency. Many of the world's most recognizable companies and brands are American. Our stock market is the largest in the world. Size and innovation will keep America at the forefront.
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If only Trump's pants really did catch fire
Politicians should face consequences for lying. A credibility score would help.
By Kate Cohen | 2024-10-31

Supporters of Donald Trump, who continues to lie that he won the 2020 election, attend a rally in Florence, Arizona, on Jan. 15, 2022. (Ross D. Franklin/AP) 


Pick a random Donald Trump appearance and count the lies.
Or, if you're busy, let the pros do it.
NPR found 162 lies and distortions in an hour-long news conference in August. A 63-minute stump speech in September yielded 64 "statements that were false, inaccurate or lacking context," according to the New York Times.
CNN fact-checker Daniel Dale combed through two appearances by the ex-president in Pennsylvania on Oct. 9 and found "at least 40 separate false claims," which he declared "a lying spree."
That's like calling out a big spender's spending spree. Lying is what Trump does.
The Washington Post counted 30,573 "false or misleading claims" during Trump's presidency. From 2011, when Trump was spreading "birther" lies about President Barack Obama, until February 2024, PolitiFact checked 1,000 statements by Trump and assigned three-quarters of them to the "false" side of the organization's Truth-O-Meter, where they registered "mostly false," "false" or "pants on fire."
"Pants on fire" statements, according to PolitiFact's definition, are "not just false but ridiculous." The label comes from the schoolyard taunt: "Liar, liar/ Pants on fire." The Washington Post's Fact Checker blog uses a "Pinocchio" rating system, invoking the classic storybook character.
Embedded in these childhood references is a fond wish for consequence: that lying might set clothing alight or make a nose grow long. That liars would have to pay.
Instead, what happens?
After saying FEMA spent money on "illegal migrants" that should have gone to hurricane victims, Trump was hit with a swift and merciless "pants on fire" rating; stern and thorough fact checks in the New York Times, CNN, NBC and The Washington Post; and a strongly worded White House statement.
Bam!
And then he repeated the lie.
"Liars must pay a price," media critic Parker Molloy wrote recently. She argued that reporters have a responsibility not just to refute the lie but also to call out the liar. "Every article about [Sen. JD] Vance should mention his willingness to spread xenophobic misinformation," she wrote, referring to lies about Haitians in Springfield, Ohio. "Every piece on Trump should reference his history of transgender fearmongering. These lies should color all future coverage of these candidates, becoming an integral part of their political identity."
I agree, but I want something simpler. Something that doesn't burden reporters and become rote with repetition. Something that sticks to the liar himself.
Say, a letter grade -- like the one the NRA uses to indicate which politicians are pro-gun. A color code -- like the one the State Department uses to indicate which countries are dangerous for travelers. A running score -- like the one banks use to assess our credit.
Politicians should have a credibility score.
A high credibility score would be a badge of honor; a low one would function as a warning to voters.
The details and the methodology would be up to an independent board, a rotating panel of professional fact-checkers who have signed on to the (actual) codes and principles of the (real) International Fact-Checking Network.
I'm not saying it would be easy. Scoring would have to be transparent and impartial, and factor in both the liar's intention and the lie's repercussions. We'd need policies for sarcasm, hyperbole, spin and misstatement.
In fact-checking Trump's Pennsylvania speeches, Dale, for example, ignored the impossible promises, unbelievable boasts and flights of fanciful fabrication -- such as when the Republican nominee claimed he'd told a staffer that women were planning to vote for him to prevent "hundreds of thousands" of migrants from robbing the shops on Madison Avenue. I don't even know what you'd call a statement like that, with no facts in it to check. Fiction?
Our credibility board would have to stick with quantifiable, disprovable claims. And it would have to tally true statements, too, not just look for lies -- or nits to pick.
When the New York Times examined Harris's 23-minute stump speech for false, inaccurate or context-light statements, it counted six. Only one was what I think of as a falsehood: Harris said Trump tried to end the Affordable Care Act 60 times when he was president. Even then, although the number was off -- most attempts came from Congress before he was elected -- the underlying point was true: Trump, who claims to have saved the ACA, repeatedly tried to destroy it.
Still, she shouldn't have said it. And once the error was pointed out, she shouldn't have repeated it.
She did, though, and in a world where politicians had credibility scores, hers would drop as a result. Maybe that would persuade her to revise her statement, or maybe it wouldn't.
But at least there would be a quantifiable consequence for lying that would make a candidate weigh the risk.
Of course, an entire campaign that is stubbornly clinging to a foundational lie about who won the 2020 election is not going to fare well under this system.
But there would always be room for redemption. What if a politician's credibility score dropped so low that he finally felt shame or the sting of falling poll numbers, if he decided that he wanted to start fresh, stop lying and become a real boy?
Well, he'd just have to declare moral bankruptcy.
Absolutely no one would be surprised.
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Why we should return to 'maximum pressure' against Iran
The Trump administration policy showed that well-enforced sanctions could cripple Iran's economy.
By Jeb Bush, Claire Jungman | 2024-10-31

An Iranian-flagged tanker lies off the Greek port of Karystos in May 2022 after its crude oil cargo was seized and transferred to another vessel at the request of the United States. (Thanassis Stavrakis/AP)


Jeb Bush, former governor of Florida, is chairman of United Against Nuclear Iran (UANI). Claire Jungman is chief of staff of UANI and director of its Tanker Tracking Program.
As the United States faces mounting threats worldwide, the foreign policy choices the next president makes will be the most significant since 9/11 -- particularly with regard to the Islamic Republic of Iran. Will we continue with a weak and indecisive approach to Iran's terrorism-sponsoring regime or reinstate a muscular policy that manifested pronounced success in the past?
Although Vice President Kamala Harris recently acknowledged that Iran is a "destabilizing, dangerous force in the Middle East," the Biden-Harris administration's dealings with the regime in Tehran have been marked by inadequate military action, ineffective diplomacy and inconsistent sanctions enforcement, enabling Iran to continue funding terrorism, attack U.S. interests and threaten Israel's survival.
In contrast, the Trump administration's "maximum pressure" policy showed that well-enforced sanctions could cripple Iran's economy and significantly weaken its malign activities -- without harming American consumers or triggering a spike in global oil prices. The next president should restore that policy.
Maximum pressure began with the United States' 2018 withdrawal from the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action -- a flawed international agreement intended to prevent Iran from developing nuclear weapons. This move was swiftly followed by the imposition of severe sanctions, including restricting exports of Iranian oil by imposing penalties on countries and companies that continued to purchase it, as well as measures against Iranian banks. Oil waivers that initially allowed some countries to continue buying Iranian oil expired in mid-2019, slashing Tehran's oil exports and cutting off its primary revenue stream.
Our organization, UANI (United Against Nuclear Iran), has tracked the impact of sanctions, particularly in exposing Iran's illegal ship-to-ship transfers of oil, which it uses to evade enforcement. The numbers tell a story: According to our tracking data, between May 2019 and January 2021, Iran's oil exports averaged  710,447 barrels per day (BPD). Over the next 20 months, from January 2021 to August 2022, the average rose to 1,182,114 BPD. By March 2024, Iran's oil exports had hit a five-year high of 1,942,668 BPD. This recent recovery largely stems from the Biden administration's failure to rigorously enforce sanctions and its release of funds to Iran -- including through a hostage deal and the inexplicable unfreezing of assets -- running to billions of dollars.
Fears about oil price spikes and market volatility -- particularly in an election year -- seem to be driving this administration's enforcement reluctance. But these concerns are overblown. During the 2020 election and after, gas prices did not skyrocket. In fact, in October 2020, gas prices remained stable, allaying concerns over election-related volatility. Strategic partnerships with key energy producers such as Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates ensured that global oil markets remained stable, and they could do so again under the next president. Moreover, the resilience of U.S. domestic oil production has insulated American consumers from price hikes. Today, because of record-high domestic production and a more diversified global energy market, we are even less vulnerable to oil shocks.
The bottom line is that sanctions, strictly imposed, deliver results. UANI's research shows that although Iranian oil continues to reach markets covertly, sanctions -- especially on its "ghost fleet," a clandestine network of tankers that use evasive tactics to transport Iranian oil in violation of sanctions -- could significantly disrupt these operations without affecting global markets.
Iran's influence over those markets is often overstated. Its 4 percent market share is smaller than often assumed. With diversified global energy supplies and strong alliances, Washington can enforce sanctions without jeopardizing our energy security or economic stability -- a key reason the maximum pressure strategy worked, and can work again.
Although Harris acknowledges the Iranian threat, her reluctance to back a stronger stance is puzzling. If Iran is truly the United States' greatest adversary, avoiding a comprehensive strategy that could neutralize the threat is illogical -- particularly when Iran's proxies, Hezbollah and Hamas, are weakened, and Israel, our key ally, is fighting for survival.
A return to aggressive sanctions-led "maximum pressure" would reaffirm the U.S. commitment to countering Iran's destabilizing activities. This broad approach targeted entities that included the National Iranian Oil Company (NIOC) as well as captains and vessels involved in illegal transfers. By rigorously enforcing sanctions across multiple sectors, the policy reduced Iran's oil exports dramatically.
In contrast, the Biden administration initially prioritized diplomacy, leading to lax sanctions enforcement, which has allowed Iran to regain substantial revenue from oil exports, especially through sales to China. Occasionally, Biden has acted assertively, as in his response to Iran's missile attacks on Israel this year. A wider range of targets were sanctioned, including ships and even captains involved in the illicit trade, successfully disrupting these networks. More action like this is needed.
Now is the time to remind Iran that the United States does not bow to threats. With strong leadership, we can reignite maximum pressure and protect our national interest -- without sacrificing economic prosperity.
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How Trump can win over millions of uncommitted voters
Recent poll data indicate that "swing voters" might be better described as "reluctant Trump voters."
By Marc Thiessen | 2024-10-31

A Democratic voter uncommitted to President Joe Biden outside a polling location in Dearborn, Michigan, in February. (Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images)


With Election Day just days away, the presidential race remains stubbornly tight but surprisingly fluid. According to the RealClearPolitics average on Wednesday, Donald Trump is leading in every swing state except Michigan and Wisconsin, but only within the margin of error. As of mid-October, as many as a quarter of voters in swing states said they had not made a firm decision.
Even at this late date, millions of persuadable swing-state votes remain up for grabs. Which raises the question: Who, exactly, are these voters who could end up determining the outcome of this election?
A deep dive into their attitudes and concerns indicates that calling them "swing voters" is something of a misnomer; in truth, most of them appear to be "reluctant Trump voters." They agree with Trump's critique of the Biden-Harris administration. They think the country is headed in the wrong direction. They overwhelmingly disapprove of Kamala Harris and think Trump would do a better job on the key issues they care about. But they have not committed to vote for him -- and might never do so.
A Washington Post-Schar School poll conducted Sept. 30 to Oct. 15 showed 26 percent of swing-state voters were still uncommitted -- and they were much more negative about the Biden-Harris administration than the wider electorate. Only 25 percent approved of the job Joe Biden is doing as president (compared with 40 percent of all voters). Only 32 percent approved of the job Harris is doing as vice president (compared with 44 percent of the broader electorate). Fifty-seven percent said Harris is too liberal. By contrast, 50 percent approved of the job Trump did as president.
These voters were also far more negative about the state of the economy than voters at large: Seventy-nine percent said the economy is "poor" or "not so good," and 66 percent said the economy is getting worse under the current administration, while just 10 percent saw it as getting better. Fifty-two percent said Trump would do a better job handling the economy, while just 18 percent said Harris would. Fifty-two percent also said Trump would do a better job on immigration, compared with 17 percent who said Harris would.
Other polls have found similar results. Recent New York Times-Siena polls found that 18 percent of voters in key swing states were not firmly committed to either candidate. A majority were male and didn't have college degrees, and 66 percent described themselves as either moderate or conservative. Moreover, 58 percent said the issues they consider most important are ones that favor Trump -- including inflation, jobs and immigration -- while just 27 percent said they care most about issues such as the climate, abortion and health care, which favor Harris.
This is seemingly good news for Trump. He has far more room to expand his support among these voters than Harris does. And they are numerous enough and negative enough about Harris and the direction of the country to deliver the presidency for him.
But they haven't necessarily committed to do so. Indeed, many told pollsters that they might not vote at all. According to the Post-Schar poll, 80 percent of registered swing-state voters said they definitely plan to vote, but only 52 percent of uncommitted voters said they definitely will. And just 42 percent believed their vote matters (compared with 69 percent of all voters) while only 54 percent said they care who wins (compared to 84 percent of the broader electorate).
In other words, uncommitted voters are unhappy with the direction of the country and unhappy with their choices -- and many are thinking about throwing up their hands entirely. That would be a disaster for Trump. He lost the last election by just 42,918 votes in three swing states -- which means he can ill afford to leave any gettable votes on the table.
He needs voters like Steven Grissom, a 54-year-old stagehand in Las Vegas, who told The Post, "I sure as hell don't like my choice" but that he was going to vote for Trump. "I could leave it blank," he said, "I don't want my lack of vote to give [the election] to Kamala." If other uncommitted voters don't make the same choice in the final days, that's exactly what could happen.
It's not too late for Trump to win them over. He needs to appeal directly to these reluctant voters and acknowledge that while he knows they don't like the way he talks or acts, he also knows they liked the results of his presidency -- that our border was secure, our cities were safe, our economy was strong, inflation was low, gas was cheap and the world was at peace. His message should be: You don't get those policies without the personality. It's precisely because I'm tough that I get things done. When your house is on fire, you don't have to like the fireman -- you just need the best person to put out the fire.
Trump started to make this case a few weeks ago during his conversations at the Detroit Economic Club. "You know, a lot of people say, 'We love Trump's policy, but ... we don't like him. He's a little bit crass,'" Trump said. "And then ... Lindsey Graham said, 'But Trump's policy doesn't work without Trump.' And there's a lot of truth to that."
He should make this a central message of his closing argument: Yes, I fight a little dirty at times, but I always fight for you. That simple acknowledgment would tell swing voters he gets what they don't like about him, and give them permission to vote in their self-interest.
If uncommitted voters break for Trump on Election Day, they could deliver him a landslide victory. If they stay home, they could put Harris in the White House.
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Trump's threats to the press are serious and literal
His response to a "60 Minutes" controversy has been worse than anything CBS News has done. 
By Ramesh Ponnuru | 2024-10-31

Former president Donald Trump arrives at Philadelphia International Airport on Oct. 20. (Win McNamee/Getty Images)


Donald Trump has accused CBS of editing a "60 Minutes" interview with Kamala Harris to make her sound better. The network says the edits were made solely to fit broadcast time constraints, but it has not released the unedited transcript so that people can decide for themselves -- something that it has done after other interviews.
The critics are within their rights to question the network's editorial judgments, speculate about its biases and exact a reputational cost for its stonewalling. All of that is part of the give and take of a free society. Trump's actual response to the controversy, however, has been worse than anything CBS has done. In social media posts, in interviews and at rallies, he has called for taking "60 Minutes" off the air ("IMMEDIATELY") and stripping CBS of its broadcast license.
It's a go-to response from Trump to news stories he doesn't like. In October 2017, during his first year in office, he raised the possibility of challenging broadcast licenses when NBC ran a story he called "pure fiction." The chairman of the Federal Communications Commission, a Trump appointee, noted at the time that the agency could not deny any station a license based on the content of a newscast. (Stations have licenses, by the way, not networks.) Trump reiterated the threat to NBC in September 2023. Last month, he said ABC should lose its license too, because of how its anchors moderated his debate with Harris.
Another Trump hobbyhorse has been loosening the libel laws to make it easier to sue media outlets. Running for president in 2016, he pledged to "open up those libel laws" to provide recourse when the New York Times or Washington Post "writes a hit piece." When he took office, his chief of staff said the administration was considering changes to libel laws. In 2018, a Bob Woodward book had him again suggesting changes. He also urged federal regulators to investigate "Saturday Night Live" and late-night shows over their depictions of him.
Trump's long-standing hostility to freedom of the press receives attention only episodically, after outbursts. But his crusade against CBS has not been one of the top 10 stories of the past month or so, as any previous presidential candidate's advocacy of governmental restrictions on the news media would have been.
Let's stipulate that there have long been respectable debates about whether modern free-speech law in the United States is too libertarian: too protective of obscenity or too strict in its requirement of proven malice to sustain lawsuits over libel. There can be tricky cases: When government officials comment on social media companies' moderation practices, are they censoring or exercising their own freedom of speech?
It should be admitted, too, that not every complaint about Trump's threat to the First Amendment has had weight. When Trump publicized an image of a CNN employee getting hit by a train, it was revolting. It wasn't an attack on the free press, as the American Civil Liberties Union categorized it.
Saying that the government should shut down broadcasters and penalize newspapers for "hit pieces," though, is different from boorishness or advocating marginal changes in legal doctrine. It is an attack on the core of the First Amendment and the purpose it serves. So, too, is saying -- as Trump repeatedly has -- that criticism of the judges he has appointed "should be illegal."
Some Trump supporters would no doubt respond that the freedom to criticize or otherwise displease government officials will be secure if he wins; Trump never made any serious effort to go after licenses when he was president, and the courts would stand against him if he tried. Yet Trump's followers would not accept such excuses about Harris's policy record. They would not wave off her past support for a handgun ban by saying the courts and Congress would keep it from happening. They consider her opposition to part of the Bill of Rights outrageous.
Many conservatives have, for that matter, condemned Harris's running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, for his own displays of ignorance about First Amendment law -- such as his claim, in the vice-presidential debate, that the Supreme Court has ruled that the government can prohibit "misinformation," or his previous statement that "hate speech" enjoys no protection. The courts would not go along with those views, either. They should nonetheless be roundly condemned.
Trump has told us repeatedly that he thinks the press should have considerably less leeway to report without governmental supervision. We ought to take him seriously. Trust in the press might be at a low point, but that missing trust should not be placed in government censors. The freedom of the press is not in the Constitution just to benefit the press.
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The public health implications of the election could not be greater
If there were another pandemic, which candidate would be the better president? 
By Leana Wen | 2024-10-31

Donald Trump holds up his face mask during the a presidential debate with Joe Biden on Sept. 29, 2020. (Julio Cortez/AP) 


You're reading The Checkup With Dr. Wen, a newsletter on how to navigate medical and public health challenges. Click here to get the full newsletter in your inbox, including answers to reader questions and a summary of new scientific research.
Checkup readers, I am sure, are well aware that The Post's owner, Jeff Bezos, decided that the paper's Editorial Board would not endorse a presidential candidate. My colleagues have written excellent dissents. (I'd recommend, among others, these columns by Karen Tumulty, Dana Milbank, Alexandra Petri and Ruth Marcus.)
Many newsletter readers have written to me expressing their dismay and concern. Some have asked whether I've been told not to cover certain topics. Mike from Maine questioned whether I've been told to tone down criticisms of Donald Trump's health-policy stances. "If not, why haven't we heard anything from you about the public health implications of Tuesday's election?"
During the first year of the covid-19 pandemic, I wrote many columns, sometimes more than once a week, correcting Trump's misstatements and critiquing his administration's actions. No one from The Post ever told me to stop. Everyone was clear that my job was to analyze the impact of policies on controlling (or worsening) a rapidly spreading disease.
My mission was also to help readers make sense of evolving guidance and decide what steps they should take to protect themselves and their families. This mission was never political or partisan. It was based on facts, evidence and science -- and always in service to readers.
No one told me to avoid the public health implications of the 2024 election; I simply hadn't planned on it. My colleague Matt Bai covered an aspect of it in one of his recent columns, and I frankly expected the Editorial Board to discuss Trump's pandemic record when making its presidential endorsement.
In any case, with the election just days away, now seems to be the right time to revisit where we were four years ago.
In October 2020, the pandemic was in full force. More than 220,000 Americans had died from covid. The Food and Drug Administration had yet to authorize vaccines or antiviral therapies. The only tools to keep the virus at bay were masks, tests and isolation.
It was during those tumultuous times that then-President Trump himself fell ill from covid. I had hoped that he would use the opportunity to model best practices to prevent others from contracting this highly infectious novel virus. There was an established protocol that included identifying the period of potential contagiousness, testing those exposed, and masking to reduce the risk of infecting others. People with more severe illness needed hospitalization, which was a call to action for others to treat this virus seriously.
This was not the protocol Trump chose to follow. His White House repeatedly refused to answer basic questions about when he contracted the coronavirus or who could have been exposed, though more than a dozen members of his inner circle ended up testing positive during this period. Trump was ill enough to have unstable oxygen levels. He required steroids and a then-experimental monoclonal antibody therapy, though he insisted on being discharged from the hospital. During his car ride back, he made a show of being maskless, exposing Secret Service agents to a potentially fatal disease.
When he returned to the White House, Trump made another show of taking off his mask. He resumed public events when he was still supposed to be isolating, in direct violation of guidelines from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
As I wrote at the time, "All of this makes it that much harder for health-care providers to do our jobs. How can we expect patients to follow our guidance when the First Patient won't?"
Trump did a few things right. He seemed proud of his administration's role in expediting vaccine development, and he willingly received the vaccine when it became available. Sadly, he has since distanced himself from those stances. Since August, he has been saying he would defund schools that require routine childhood immunizations. And he has appointed notorious anti-vaccine advocate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. as honorary co-chair of his transition team, with the understanding that Kennedy will help choose who will run the CDC, the FDA and the National Institutes of Health.
I shudder to imagine how those agencies could be further weakened during a second Trump presidency. Our nation's public health infrastructure was barely able to hold up during covid. What will happen if another terrible virus starts spreading?
This is not pure speculation. I've been covering the worrisome rise in bird flu cases among dairy and poultry workers. It is entirely possible for avian influenza to become the next major infectious disease threat. Imagine a disease that spreads as easily as the flu, but with a mortality rate as high as 50 percent.
If that were to happen, who would you want to be president? Trump or Kamala Harris?
Under Trump, I'd expect tests not to be done because, as he said during the last pandemic, there wouldn't be cases if we didn't test for them. I'd expect vaccine uptake to further decline, laying the groundwork for previously eliminated diseases such as polio and measles to make a comeback. I'd expect public health officials trying to do their jobs to be silenced, demoted or fired. And I'd expect to keep very busy correcting health misinformation coming from the Oval Office.
While there are limited data points on how Harris would handle a burgeoning virus crisis, the administration in which she served as vice president did a remarkable job shepherding the United States out of the pandemic. History will remember the Biden-Harris administration for implementing one of the most effective vaccination campaigns in history, an action that saved millions of lives.
Americans will weigh many factors in determining how they will vote on Tuesday. One of them should be whether they want a government that will help them survive the next virus threat.
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A bad omen ahead of Tuesday: Justices meddle in Va. voter purge case
Justices ignore two courts and interfere in Virginia's voter roll purge 
By Ruth Marcus | 2024-10-30

Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin in 2022. (Steve Helber/AP)


The Supreme Court, over the dissent of its three liberal justices, issued an unsigned order on Wednesday  allowing Virginia to purge about 1,600 people from its voter rolls because the state has indications they are noncitizens. This is a misreading of the underlying law, a departure from the court's usual standards in deciding when to intervene -- and a chilling signal about what else the conservative justices might do in the event of other election disputes that reach the high court.
To be clear: Only American citizens should be allowed to cast a ballot in federal elections. Noncitizens should be prevented from voting and criminally prosecuted if they do. At the same time, ensuring  those   eligible to vote are able to do so is a competing imperative in administering elections. Those entitled to vote should not have that fundamental right arbitrarily denied.
As it happens, Congress enacted a law, the 1993 National Voter Registration Act, to address this very tension. It provides that "any program the purpose of which is to systematically remove the names of ineligible voters" must be completed "not later than 90 days" before the election. The law strikes a sensible trade-off, giving eligible voters who are stricken from the rolls the opportunity to fix mistakes in time to exercise their franchise.
That didn't stop Virginia's Republican governor, Glenn Youngkin. He waited until August -- within the 90-day "quiet period" -- to order the removal of registered voters whose applications for driver's licenses suggested they might not be citizens. The Biden administration and private voter rights' organizations sued to stop him; they won (before Democratic-appointed judges) in  the district and appeals courts. Youngkin then asked the Supreme Court to intervene and keep the state's voter purge in place.
Virginia's argument boiled down to a contention that the law doesn't mean what it actually says -- that it doesn't cover purges of noncitizens from voter rolls because they "were never eligible to vote in the first place." Therefore, Virginia says, they aren't "ineligible voters" under the terms of the law.
But as the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 4th Circuit said in rejecting this argument, "That argument violates basic principles of statutory construction by focusing on a differently worded statutory provision that is not at issue here and proposing a strained reading of the Quiet Period Provision. ... That is not how courts interpret statutes."
The purge was conducted with minimal protections to ensure accuracy. For example, as Solicitor General Elizabeth B. Prelogar told the court, Virginia flagged "any DMV customer who had checked a box indicating that they are a noncitizen -- even if the customer also affirmed that they were a citizen during the same transaction or during previous transactions, and even if the DMV's records include documentation confirming citizenship." Once the flagged names were sent to state and local election officials, they didn't make additional efforts to confirm whether the voter were  a citizen.
And that, not surprisingly, resulted in what appear to be clear errors. The elections director in Prince William County said Youngkin's order required him to toss out the registration of 43  voters even though  they had certified their citizenship as many as five times. Two voters had their registration canceled even though their applications contained "NEW CITIZEN" stamps. One voter was removed from the rolls despite having been born in Virginia. Another natural-born citizen who recently renewed her driver's license found her registration had been canceled when she turned up to vote early.
As a practical matter, this could be worse. Virginia allows same-day voter registration, so someone who discovers they've been wrongly excluded can reregister. In addition, the federal voter law at issue here also provides for casting provisional ballots.
But it's also true that this hassle is not just illegal -- it's unnecessary for Virginia to prevent noncitizens from voting, even within the quiet period. Nothing in the law prevents the states from looking into the case of voters it suspects to be noncitizens and making individualized determinations to remove them. The law just prevents the kind of systematic 11th-hour dragnet that Virginia engaged in here.
The high court's action -- stepping in despite the contrary findings of two lower courts -- is particularly concerning because it departs so significantly from the court's announced standards about when to engage in such emergency intervention: a "reasonable probability" that the court would agree to hear the case on a non-emergency basis, a "fair prospect" that Virginia would win in that circumstance, and that the balance of "equities" tips in Virginia's favor because it would suffer irreparable harm if it were prevented from instituting the purge.
The court, as is customary in these emergency cases, didn't explain itself, nor did the three justices who disagreed: Sonia Sotomayor, Elena Kagan and Ketanji Brown Jackson.
Even more worrisome is what this augurs in election cases down the road. "It is a concerning signal that the Supreme Court continues to think it should be the arbiter of all the rules of the road in election cases and continues to be hostile to federal voting protections," said Danielle Lang of the Campaign Legal Center, which represented the private plaintiffs in the case.
If the justices were willing to step in here, where intervention was so unnecessary, so unwise and so out of the ordinary, where else will they interfere in this election? Tuesday's order is a troubling omen in troubling times.
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Kamala Harris's closing argument: 'It doesn't have to be this way'
The vice president expresses seriousness about tackling seemingly intractable issues.
By Editorial Board | 2024-10-30

Vice President Kamala Harris speaks Tuesday on the Ellipse. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 


"It doesn't have to be this way," Vice President Kamala Harris declared in her closing argument speech on the Ellipse on Tuesday evening, as she warned about the consequences of further division, chaos and mutual distrust. In a presidential race in which the two major candidates have occasionally agreed on some key policies, Ms. Harris drew a sharp contrast between herself and former president Donald Trump with an optimistic tone, a message of inclusion and a commitment to the nation's democratic institutions. "The fact that someone disagrees with us does not make them the enemy within," she said, referring to the term Mr. Trump now uses to describe Democrats.
Mr. Trump often behaved as president of the red states of America during his four years in power. Politico's E&E News reported last week that Mr. Trump ignored a request for federal disaster aid from Washington state in 2020 after a deadly wildfire because he was angry that Gov. Jay Inslee (D) had criticized his response to the covid-19 pandemic. The former president has done little to indicate that he would govern impartially in a second term.
In contrast, the Biden-Harris administration has shepherded many policies to help red-state Americans, including the expansion of rural broadband, even though officials know most beneficiaries didn't vote for them. Ms. Harris has promised to put a Republican in her Cabinet and give those who disagree with her a "seat at the table." She has stumped with several conservatives, including former congresswoman Liz Cheney. Barbara Bush, the daughter of former president George W. Bush, went door knocking for Ms. Harris in Pennsylvania over the weekend.
On policy, too, the vice president has reached toward the middle since replacing President Joe Biden as the Democratic standard-bearer this summer. Her campaign has disavowed some of the positions she staked out to placate the far left during her 2019 presidential campaign, such as support for a fracking ban.
Meanwhile, Ms. Harris proposes to tackle tough issues. On the Ellipse, she reiterated her desire to secure the southern border as she promised to pursue comprehensive immigration reform that includes a pathway to citizenship for those such as the "dreamers," undocumented immigrants who were brought to the United States as children. The Biden-Harris record on migration is a real vulnerability for the vice president, and she cannot run away from it, but her measured approach, not mass deportations, is the most practical solution.
On affordable housing, one of the nation's most pressing problems, Ms. Harris said Tuesday she would "cut the red tape and work with the private sector" to build millions of new homes. And she correctly portrays Mr. Trump's proposed tariffs as a kind of national sales tax.
On foreign policy, Ms. Harris rejects the isolationist impulses of the so-called America First movement. "I will strengthen, not surrender, America's global leadership," she said Tuesday night. "And I will stand with our friends because I know that our alliances keep the American people safe and make America stronger and more secure."
To be sure, Ms. Harris has at times struggled to explain how she would be different from the unpopular Mr. Biden. This has led her to propose some bad policy, such as a federal crackdown on "price gouging," to distance herself from the post-pandemic inflation that marred the Biden administration's early years. She also sought to neutralize Mr. Trump's populist appeal, embracing his plan to end taxes on tips, just as he embraced her infeasible idea to have the government pick up the tab for home health care. She has not put to rest perhaps the most politically damaging fact about her 2019 bid that Republicans have dug up: her pledge, in answer to an ACLU questionnaire, to support taxpayer-funded gender transition surgeries for detained immigrants and federal prisoners.
But Ms. Harris's big-picture message remains clear: optimism vs. pessimism. If they take a moment, Americans might be receptive to a positive pitch. The economy is doing better than many people feel. Inflation has cooled. Commerce Department data released Wednesday shows that the U.S. economy grew at an annualized rate of 2.8 percent in the third quarter. Stock markets are at record highs.
Voters have heard Mr. Biden and, before him, Barack Obama campaign on breaking the fever in Washington, only to watch politics become more polarized and government more gridlocked. Voter patience is running thin, which is one reason Mr. Trump is mounting such a strong bid this time. But that does not mean his vision is the only way. Ms. Harris's closing argument Tuesday suggests she gets that, as she made the case to Americans for considering a different path.
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Take all this garbage out to the curb
Two comments have created a dumpster fire of partisan outrage this week.
By Karen Tumulty | 2024-10-30

(Michelle Gustafson for The Washington Post) 


A consequential election, perhaps the most important one in modern times, is just six days away. Is this really the time to be talking trash?
Two comments have created a dumpster fire of partisan outrage this week. Neither, it should be noted, was spoken by one of the presidential candidates. But neither would have caused a stir had it not forced the two camps to deny something about themselves that voters have already seen.
First, a self-proclaimed comedian at Donald Trump's Madison Square Garden rally on Sunday described Puerto Rico as a "floating island of garbage." And then, on Tuesday, President Joe Biden made a comment that sounded like he viewed Trump's supporters themselves as garbage.
Trumpworld scrambled to distance itself from the racist remark by Tony Hinchcliffe: "This joke does not reflect the views of President Trump or the campaign," said a senior adviser. So did a host of other Republicans.
Given how many other offensive things Trump and his supporters say on a near hourly basis, their attempts at disinfection were more laughable than the joke was. Was what Hinchcliffe said about Puerto Ricans, who are citizens of this country, any more out of line than what Trump himself said last week in Arizona? Amid yet another tirade about immigrants, the former president had declared this entire country to be "a dumping ground. We're like a garbage can for the world. That's what's happened. We're like a garbage can."
Trump's running mate, JD Vance, tried to shrug off the whole episode at Madison Square Garden. "We're not going to restore the greatness of American civilization if we get offended at every little thing," he said. "Let's have a sense of humor and let's have a little fun."
But Trump's rally also might have opened an electoral opportunity for Vice President Kamala Harris. The key swing state of Pennsylvania happens to be home to the nation's fourth-largest Puerto Rican population. Democrats thought they had finally, belatedly, been handed the means with which they could halt the inroads that Trump has been making with Latino voters.
Then, enter Biden. He made his own contribution to the trash heap at a virtual event to rally Latino supporters. "The only garbage I see floating out there is his supporters. His -- his -- his demonization of Latinos is unconscionable, and it's un-American."
Biden's timing could hardly have been worse, coming as Harris was preparing to take the stage on Tuesday to deliver the closing argument of her presidential campaign to upward of 52,000 people who had gathered on the Ellipse and the National Mall.
Hers was meant to be a unifying message. "We have to stop pointing fingers and start locking arms," Harris said. "I pledge to listen to experts, to those who will be impacted by the decisions I make, and to people who disagree with me. Unlike Donald Trump, I don't believe people who disagree with me are the enemy. He wants to put them in jail. I'll give them a seat at the table."
White House officials insisted that the president was referring only to the comedian. They released a transcript in which the word "supporters" had an apostrophe before the S.
However, as the comment sounded on video, it seemed to echo Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton's declaration in 2016 that "you could put half of Trump's supporters into what I call the basket of deplorables." The former secretary of state wrote more recently in The Post that "if anything, 'deplorable' is too kind a word for the hate and violent extremism we've seen from some Trump supporters."
Harris, however, needs to win over some independents and Republicans. And the scorn that many feel from what they regard as elitist Democrats has long been a driving force in their allegiance to Trump.
As Harris headed out on Wednesday to campaign in battleground states, she was questioned about Biden's remark. "First of all, he clarified his comments, but let me be clear: I strongly disagree with any criticism of people based on who they vote for," she said.
Unsurprisingly, that did not put things to rest with the Trump campaign, which posted on social media: "She won't condemn it because she agrees with it."
This has not exactly been an uplifting election season. So, if this is how the last few days of the campaign are going to go, I guess no one should be surprised. Garbage in, garbage out.
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 Trump's 'enemy from within' list
Ann Telnaes cartoon on Donald Trump's threats against his opponents.
By Ann Telnaes | 2024-10-30

(Ann Telnaes/The Washington Post)
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Read my lips: Don't make promises you can't keep
Sometimes, changing your mind is is unavoidable. Here's how to do it smoothly.
By Garrett M. Graff | 2024-10-30

Republican presidential candidate George H.W. Bush during a presidential debate in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, on Sept. 25, 1988. (Barry Thumma/AP) 


Don't be fooled by the inflatable lawn ornaments -- it might look like Halloween, but this is actually an ever-scarier time of year: It's promise-making season, when candidates are making all sorts of crazy, unkeepable vows about what they'll do -- and won't do -- if elected. Inevitably, though, when the winners settle into their new job, some will realize they've made promises they can't keep.
That's a dangerous moment for any leader. Once trust is lost in public life, it's hard to win it back.
There is surely no more infamous broken promise than President George H.W. Bush's pledge, "Read my lips: No new taxes." The pledge came in Bush's 1988 nomination acceptance speech, but it had been long controversial inside Bush's team.
John H. Sununu, Bush's first White House chief of staff, recently told me the pledge was too specific from the start. Even though Bush's first budget in 1989 upheld the pledge, Democrats controlled Congress and were eager to raise taxes and fees amid the spiraling budget deficits of the late 1980s. In 1990, Bush announced his reversal. 
Then, in 1990, Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait and Bush felt enormous pressure to seal a budget deal as the nation headed to war. Ultimately, Bush and congressional Democrats settled on a plan that raised the top income tax rate to 31 percent, boosted the gas tax and eliminated some deductions for upper income households. Most Americans saw little change in their tax burdens.
But Bush's pledge had been unequivocal; the New York Post's headline was brutal: "Read my Lips ... I Lied!" The broken promise helped propel populist Pat Buchanan into the 1992 GOP primary race more than a year later -- a challenge from which Bush never really recovered.
The risks of course correction are hardly limited to politics -- when corporate leaders need to own up to poor choices, it pays to do it fast. After Coca-Cola's boneheaded decision to reinvent the most popular soft drink in history (and calling it "New Coke") in 1985; the backlash was immediate. But it took the soda company an agonizing 79 days to reintroduce the original formula -- by then, the backlash had grown so all-consuming that ABC News had anchor Peter Jennings break into "General Hospital" to announce the reversal.
In the face of big mistakes, speed kills. Both Delta Air Lines and American Airlines reversed course after facing withering criticism for making changes to frequent-flier programs, but how they responded made a huge difference in the damage. Delta began reversing course in about a month; its business weathered the customer backlash well and its stock is up about 35 percent since the changes were announced last year. American stuck by its decision for months, even as customer protests mounted. The airline cut its earnings projection by hundreds of millions of dollars; its second quarter net income this year fell by nearly half. "We've dug ourselves a hole," chief executive Robert Isom said in May.
Chip Wade found himself in one such hole when he was president of Danny Meyer's restaurant empire, Union Square Hospitality Group. Meyer had announced that his restaurants would implement a "no tipping" policy in 2015, hoping to balance the wages between the kitchen staff and the waitstaff. Meyer started a program that raised prices on menus but aimed to keep the overall cost of a meal the same. It was a groundbreaking move, but by the time Wade came aboard in 2019, it wasn't working for the staff or for the customers.
Wade, who came to Union Square from Red Lobster, had been studying the effect of the "no tipping" policy even before the pandemic hit in 2020. He saw that some of the Meyer chain's most experienced servers had left after no-tipping began, and that guests still balked at menu prices that appeared to be 20 percent higher than similar restaurants that still ran on tips.
In 2020, Union Square didn't so much as pull a U-turn as it made an adjustment. To Wade, the original pledge was about fairly compensating the employees who contributed to a restaurant's success. So, when it ended the "no tipping" plan, the company started a revenue sharing program based on such factors as how many hours someone worked, that paid out weekly and helped ensure kitchen staffs didn't feel left behind. Four years in, Wade says, "that revenue sharing program is working extremely well."
Looking back at Bush's impossible 1988 vow, Sununu, 85, offered this advice: When leaders make a promise or a pledge, it's best to be specific -- and still leave some room for maneuvering. Bush's political nightmare might have been avoided had he pledged to not raise income taxes for everyone or made clear there might be exceptions. That way, the ambiguity is clear -- and no one has to read, much less interpret, anyone's lips.
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My house was divided. Then it stood.
My parents' embrace of Donald Trump made me want to back away from my family. Instead, I picked up my camera.
By Gillian Laub | 2024-10-30
Gillian Laub, a photographer and filmmaker, is the author of "Family Matters," published by Aperture.
In the summer of 2016, I was waiting with my newborn baby in the office of her cardiologist. My phone dinged with a family group text. It was from my dad -- a photo of him beaming, wearing a "Make America Great Again" hat.
I held my daughter tighter. She was in serious trouble, and I was suffering from postpartum depression, and suddenly everything felt worse. I didn't respond.
A couple months later when my daughter was stable, my depression turned to rage. Texting was, of course, the ideal medium for getting into unchecked family brawls. Nazi! Misogynist! Elitist! We lobbed these accusatory grenades at each other with the fire and brimstone of zealots.

"Shiloh in her bedroom, 2020," from Family Matters, Aperture, 2021. (Gillian Laub) 


Soon after Donald Trump won, it was time for Thanksgiving, a celebration (at least according to legend) of ostensible foes sitting together at the same table to eat in peace. Thanksgiving has always been a big deal for my family -- a national holiday for everyone. As Jews, we didn't get to enjoy Christmas, and this had always been our day to celebrate America and the opportunities it gives.
When I threatened not to go, the text wars escalated to something approaching nuclear Armageddon. My sister called and screamed at me, "You're going to ruin our family over this?" Something got through and I agreed to attend, but not without the protection of my husband, daughters and camera.
When we got to my sister's house, even in our new and awful polarized reality, things looked exactly as they always had. My youthful parents wore absurd aprons with full-length photos printed on them of naked bodies. My mother fawned over her grandkids, and my father, smiling and covered in grease, carved the turkey. A little bit of me relaxed.
But when I looked down at the table, set with Trump-Pence napkins and cups, it blew me right back to my anger, and I made a photograph. Photography has always been my way of navigating discomfort and complexity. Over the years I've photographed wounded Israeli and Palestinian youths, students facing segregated proms, and my family, in all our unashamed excess and lavish display.

"Dad carving the turkeys, 2019," from Family Matters, Aperture, 2021. (Gillian Laub) 



"My Thanksgiving setting, 2016," from Family Matters, Aperture, 2021. (Gillian Laub) 


Sitting at that Thanksgiving table, I knew the best way to survive the next four years would be by taking pictures. So, I photographed my mother with a "Women for Trump" victory sign and doing yoga in front of a giant TV playing Fox News. I photographed my father playing golf in his MAGA hat as he told me about loving Trump for opening a country club near our house in Westchester that welcomed Jewish and Black people other clubs had excluded.
Every photograph I took made my stomach churn. But it also forced me not just to look, but to listen. I can't say the process made me feel better, but I felt something shifting in me. Paying attention was my way of showing my love, and I suspect they felt that, too. And the time spent together gave us a chance to really hear each other.

"Mom after yoga, 2020," from Family Matters, Aperture, 2021. (Gillian Laub) 



"Dad playing golf, 2019," from Family Matters, Aperture, 2021. (Gillian Laub) 



"Mom in her living room, 2016," from Family Matters, Aperture, 2021. (Gillian Laub) 


When Trump lost in 2020, I felt that I could breathe again. And I was surprised by how gracious my parents were when I showed them my book "Family Matters," which had at its center our conflict over Trump.
"It's your perspective, and that's okay because you feel that way," my mother said as she looked at herself in my pages. "I was disturbed that you wasted so much time hating someone," my father said after he'd finished looking. Then he broke into tears and hugged me.
When a show of the photographs opened in New York at the International Center of Photography in October 2023, I watched how visitors responded. One of my cousins was horrified, even as my mother shone with pride. My nephew was furious because he felt I was mocking him with an image of him holding a gun while skeet shooting. My father took it all in with grace. The whole thing felt like a Rorschach test -- with each person seeing what they wanted to see. For me, the most significant response came when a father and his college-age son found me, introduced themselves and embraced me: "We went through the same thing."

"My nephew Cooper skeet shooting, 2019," from Family Matters, Aperture, 2021. (Gillian Laub) 



"Bonnie and Mom, 2020," from Family Matters, Aperture, 2021. (Gillian Laub) 


Having been through something like the five stages of grief over my family's politics -- denial, anger, bargaining, depression and acceptance -- I have come to a place of detachment with love (as the Buddhists might say) because you only get one family. I used to think I could sort the world into neat little boxes, like those old-school toolboxes my father kept in his garage -- Republicans here, Democrats there, the good guys in this compartment, the bad guys in that one. Then my family started sprouting MAGA hats like mushrooms after a rain, and suddenly my sorting system went to hell. It turns out love doesn't give a damn about our categories.
This election, my parents are more for Trump than ever. On a recent holiday -- Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish new year -- we sat in synagogue, focusing on renewal, repentance and forgiveness. And love. Love, it turns out, is both the question and the answer, the wound and the healing, the problem and the solution. It's the thing that makes us brave enough to reach across the divide and say, "I don't understand you, but I'm trying." As I listened to the service with my parents, one prayer stood out: Blessed are you source of all, source of distinction, life of all dimensions, who has given me understanding to see differences clearly, as between day and night.
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Vulgar and 'below the belt,' this election is not kid-safe
Readers discuss rude gestures, obscenity and what this campaign is teaching our kids. Plus: candy.
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-10-30

A child holds a Trump-Vance sign at a campaign rally for the Republican candidates in Greenville, North Carolina, on Oct. 21. (Jonathan Drake/Reuters) 


Regarding the Oct. 23 news article "As Trump's antics grab the spotlight, Harris works to turn it against him":
We're a mild-mannered couple in our 50s. Still, we've been given the finger dozens of times in the past two weeks. Standing by the side of busy suburban Minnesota roads, we've seen the middle finger extended within a passing car, out of a car window and, impressively, through a sunroof. There have been still fingers, thrusting fingers, double fingers propped on the steering wheel, fingers accompanied by honks or angry yells, and drivers taking selfies with their fingers in the foreground and us in the background.
We stand on the roadside smiling, waving and holding basic signs supporting our preferred political candidate. Many folks smile back at us and give a thumbs-up, or they smile, shake their heads and give a thumbs-down. But a surprising number of everyday people lob their nonverbal f-bombs -- many more than in previous elections.
We are not offended. We think being passionately engaged in politics is good. But this country's future depends on us being able to disagree politically while maintaining peace. And only one of the two candidates calls the other side "the enemy from within" and threatens retribution if he wins -- and violence if he loses.
We cannot afford to reelect a leader who is purposely ripping our country apart, the effects of which we have seen all too clearly as we smile and wave by the side of our Minnesota roads.
Steve Engel and Traci Mann, Edina, Minnesota
To what level have we sunk when the late Arnold Palmer's "privates" become part of the campaign discourse? Topically, I guess the level is "below the belt." The "nether regions." The area "down there." What's next: the other candidate commenting on Dolly Parton's bra size?
I can only imagine the head-shaking and eye-rolling taking place among the world's leading governmental officials. And, if it comes to it, I hope they can keep a straight face at the next NATO summit if a certain you-know-who becomes the leader of the free world.
John Walters, Leonardtown, Maryland
There are two boys who grew up as schoolmates in Latrobe, Pennsylvania, and went on to become beloved American icons. One is Arnold Palmer. The other is Fred Rogers.
On an Oct. 18 flight, my seat neighbor and I briefly exchanged our work histories, which in my case includes producer and co-writer on "Mister Rogers' Neighborhood." At that, my neighbor made a remark I have rarely heard in my decades of discussing the program: "Oh, I made certain my sons spent lots of time with Mr. Rogers because I wanted them to see what real manhood looked like."
He went on to spell it out: "It's so hard today to find models of men who are strong because they are kind and thoughtful and curious, and who are unafraid to live out the full spectrum of the male and female qualities that all of us are endowed with. Mr. Rogers showed us all."
Clearly, former president Donald Trump is capable of fixating on little more than the latter type of manhood.
Eliot Daley, Princeton, New Jersey
Today, it seems as though the consequence for bad behavior is greater success. Those who try to embrace joy, empathy and cooperation are mocked as weak, while those who emanate anger, spite and grievance are considered strong.
Being bad is very good for many people. Bad behavior built their careers and made them rich, and they expect anyone who wants to succeed to conduct their life in this way. They view everyone else as losers.
Are they right? Should I act more like them? Am I weak if I don't want to? Am I just a pushover?
Public figures who behave in this way are becoming increasingly common and popular. This type of behavior seems to be more accepted by society at large.
I try to teach my kids right from wrong: that lying, racism, bigotry, intolerance, cruelty and oppression are bad and that empathy, forgiveness, equality, inclusion, cooperation and compassion are good.
Am I wrong to teach my children these values? Should I instead teach them ways to lie, cheat and steal their way to success? Should they learn to only look out for themselves and to punish anyone who gets in their way?
Bad has become the new good. Wrong the new right. With half of the country ready to demonstrate their approval for this kind of behavior, is this going to be our new reality?
Please tell me that lying, cynicism and cruelty are not going to become the predominant values of our nation. Please tell me I'm wrong.
Daniel Wasik, Fanwood, New Jersey
The U.S. president is a prominent and influential role model for all citizens, especially kids. That's why the candidates' character and conduct are extremely important factors in choosing the next president.
Think about how the conduct of others affects you every day. Compare your personal reaction to being treated with respect, being given honest answers and being treated as an equal vs. being disrespected, lied to and looked down upon. It is impossible for someone to say they respect you when they are lying to you.
Now amplify the magnitude of these effects on everyone when the president engages in one or more of those behaviors. The president's actions set a powerful standard for all to follow, and they teach children how to behave. Most past presidents have displayed dignity and shown respect toward those who disagree with them.
Ask yourself: How do you want others to treat you and those you love? Then make your choice for president based on the person who can help you achieve that goal.
Paul Gallo, Barre, Massachusetts
The following are some qualities I would expect in a good leader: honesty, good communication skills, empathy, integrity, clear vision, a positive attitude, an adaptable personality, compassion, and the ability to inspire and motivate. I would hope we would demand such qualities of our nation's next leader.
As Election Day approaches, I challenge voters to look at both candidates for president and their respective running mates. Which team possesses these leadership qualities? Which candidates would you hold up as positive examples for the children of this nation?
Georgia Martin, Georgetown, Texas
Regarding the Oct. 18 news article "Scary chocolate prices bring gummies out of the shadows":
The Post's reporting does a good job of underlining the environmental issues behind rising chocolate prices this year: cocoa crop shortages in Africa due to the effects of climate change. However, more scrutiny should be paid to the unfair ways companies have treated cocoa farmers for decades. It's true that chocolate will be more expensive this Halloween, but higher shelf prices don't equate to higher incomes for farmers.
Chocolate is a $130 billion industry. Yet, many cocoa farmers live in extreme poverty. Chronic underpayment leaves them with slim profit margins that simply can't contend with today's compounding crises: extreme weather patterns, increasing costs and macroeconomic volatility. As cocoa yields dwindle, the biggest companies continue to rake in massive profits.
Now, these wealthy companies expect everyday shoppers to pay higher prices for smaller chocolate bars with less cocoa in them. This corporate greed must be called out.
Meaningful, lasting change must involve a fundamental realignment of the balance sheet. Chocolate companies should build fair, dignified pricing for farmers into their cost structure, now. Otherwise, the industry will further harm the very farmers they need to make their products.
Amanda Archila, Silver Spring
The writer is executive director of Fairtrade America.
Though the information about input costs for chocolate manufacturers and cocoa pricing isn't inaccurate, the writer of The Post's story missed the larger point: Chocolate and candy reign supreme at Halloween.
Despite inflation, the 2023 Halloween season accounted for $6.4 billion on confections, and this year, we are projecting that number will climb by 3 to 5 percent. This is a significant share of the $48 billion that the confectionery industry generates each year -- of that amount, more than half of sales are from chocolate.
Chocolate and candy are timeless; they play an important and central role in the Halloween season. So, with a younger demographic being more drawn to gummies and other chewy candy, let's consider it a win for moms and dads who have their eyes fixated on the chocolate.
John Downs, Washington
The writer is president and chief executive of the National Confectioners Association.
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The campaign is ending. What will happen with our democracy?
Plus: A word on the endorsement decision. Republicans fail an election legal challenge (again).
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-10-30

Vice President Kamala Harris and former first lady Michelle Obama during a campaign rally in Kalamazoo, Michigan, on Oct. 26. (Brandon Bell/Getty Images) 


You're reading Jennifer Rubin's subscriber-only newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
With less than a week before Election Day, I take your questions and point to a noteworthy piece of journalism and legal decision.
A reader asks: We have read about the damage former president Donald Trump could do if elected. Given the fact he always lies, some of his threats are presumably lies, too. What do you think is the most likely damage Trump will do?
Answer: He will most likely make unilateral decisions, such as replacing 50,000 civil servants with MAGA lackeys and ordering mass roundups of undocumented immigrants. I would also expect to see him end aid to Ukraine. He very well could pardon all people convicted of offenses related to the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection. These authoritarian actions would have horrifying consequences for democracy here and abroad.
A reader asks: Clearly, there are ways to skew aggregate polls with quick, less-scientific polls. What could help increase reliability of the aggregates and stop the troll-polls from influencing analysis?
Answer: I think there needs to be less polling and far less coverage of polling. Months ahead of the race, polls have virtually no meaning. Even professional polls closer to the election are misrepresented. And when a race is within the margin of error, obsessive polling followed by hysteria over minor changes misleads the voters into thinking the race is changing. In any event, all of this nonnews takes the place of much needed, substantive coverage.
A reader asks: I'm curious why Trump (and his fellow liars) aren't being sued more often for the many lies they tell about people.
Answer: People do not want to suffer further abuse, they might lack the resources and/or they do not want to devote time and emotional energy to years of litigation. We should appreciate E. Jean Carroll's extraordinary legal action given the toll such endeavors take.
A reader asks: I am really dumbfounded at how so many journalists are still describing Trump as a "political candidate." He is attempting to overthrow and destroy our entire constitution and democracy. At this stage, why are journalists talking as if this is just another election and he is just another politician?
Answer: Many are stuck in a paradigm of "neutrality," ill-suited to a time when one candidate has no commitment to the truth or democracy. Others want to perpetuate the thrill of a "horserace." I implore them to spend the time and effort it takes to put this election in context, starting by examining fascist movements and getting the insights of mental health experts.
A reader asks: Do you believe that women will be a deciding factor in this election? I read your book, "Resistance," three years ago and found it quite worth while. After the Dobbs decision in 2022, I feel that women will be even more critical in this election. Don't you?
Answer: Thanks for the plug! Yes, I do. When you consider that women vote in larger numbers than men, that most are Democrats, that Democrats have overperformed in elections since Dobbs and that Harris (with an assist from former first lady Michelle Obama) has skillfully described the issue as a matter of freedom and of women's lives, this could be the most decisive issue of the cycle -- up and down the ballot.
The vast majority of the questions this week regarded Post owner Jeff Bezos's decision not to endorse a presidential candidate (which he personally defended) -- and my reaction to it. As many of you know, I signed onto a letter with 20 other columnists protesting the decision. I second the columns from my colleagues Dana Milbank, Ruth Marcus and Karen Tumulty, not to mention the ever-witty Alexandra Petri.
As I posted last weekend: To the hundreds of readers who have reached out directly through the chat or email (and thousands more on social media), I am very sad to see you cancel subscriptions, but I am touched more than I can say by your words and your loyalty. If I did not respond personally, it is because the volume has gotten out of hand. But I have read each and every one.
The conflict inherent in a newspaper owner with a major outside business dependent on substantial income from the federal government remains. That conflict can potentially endanger the independence and credibility of The Post absent courage and moral clarity from its owner and absolute transparency from its management.
I am reminded in particular of two of the seven principles handed down from Eugene Meyer, who owned The Post from 1933 to 1946: "The newspaper's duty is to its readers and to the public at large, and not to the private interests of its owners," and "In the pursuit of truth, the newspaper shall be prepared to make sacrifices of its material fortunes, if such course be necessary for the public good." When we cannot uphold those maxims, The Post will no longer be The Post.
Finally, I have been among the fiercest critics of Trump and his fascist movement. I intend to continue to carry on from my present platforms -- The Post, MSNBC and my podcast, Jen Rubin's Green Room. If that changes, my readers will be the first to know.
"Trump: 'I Need the Kind of Generals That Hitler Had,'" reads the headline for Atlantic editor Jeffrey Goldberg's recent piece. The subheadline reads: "The Republican nominee's preoccupation with dictators, and his disdain for the American military, is deepening." Goldberg goes on to address the story of "Vanessa Guillen, a 20-year-old Army private, [who] was bludgeoned to death by a fellow soldier at Fort Hood, in Texas" (followed by Trump's racist, disrespectful outburst when told of the cost of the funeral) as well as Goldberg's interview with former chief of staff and retired Marine general John F. Kelly. The piece also reviews reporting on Trump's comments about and interaction with the military.
The enormity of all of the evidence of Trump's contempt for servicemen and servicewomen is breathtaking. Each documented incident reinforces the reliability of other reports. Trump is nothing if not consistent.
Goldberg's larger point should be shouted from the rooftops: "In Trump's mind, traditional values -- values including those embraced by the armed forces of the United States having to do with honor, self-sacrifice, and integrity -- have no merit, no relevance, and no meaning." And if that doesn't send chills down your spine, I do not know what will.
In a major win for voting rights, "The Pennsylvania Supreme Court ruled that counties must count provisional ballots cast in person by voters who mistakenly submitted 'naked' mail-in ballots that lacked an inner secrecy envelope," Democracy Docket reported. The 4-3 ruling concluded:
The case illustrates the degree to which Republicans will try to disqualify perfectly valid ballots on hyper-technical grounds. The win is a victory for voting rights and common sense. However, it should also put us on notice. We should prepare for the dozens, if not hundreds, of absurd challenges the GOP is prepared to launch before, on and after Election Day.
Next week, I'll have my online chat, so please submit your questions. Questions submitted after next Wednesday will go to my next Mailbag newsletter.
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George W. Bush is running out of time
He should take this chance to get right with history, because history will certainly be hard on him.
By Matt Bai | 2024-10-30

George W. Bush attends a swimming event at the 2008 Beijing Olympics with his wife, Laura, and daughter Barbara, who this week endorsed Vice President Kamala Harris for president. (Martin Bureau/AFP/Getty Images) 


I'd love to hear from George W. Bush before Election Day. Alone among the four living ex-presidents, plus his vice president and even his own daughter, Bush has remained silent about the threat Trump poses to the country, and -- like Liz Cheney, who brought this up last weekend -- I think he ought to say something.
My reasons, however, are probably a little different from hers.
I don't think Bush needs to speak out because it might persuade some Republicans to vote differently. The endorsements of old politicians don't count for much, generally, and given how completely Trump's party has replaced the one Bush led 20 years ago, he might as well try appealing to the Whigs or the Federalists, for all the influence he would have.
I respect the way Bush withdrew entirely from public life after his presidency, except to paint some very nice portraits. I certainly don't think he has a responsibility to get back into the arena just because the other old guys are doing it. They're not Oasis.
No, I think Bush owes it to the country to condemn Trumpism in this moment because, of all our former leaders, he did the most to create it. He ought to take this chance to get right with history, because history will almost certainly get rough with him.
When Bush first ran for president in 2000, conservatives still believed in global leadership, free markets and public morality. Republicans readily adopted Bush's mantra of "compassionate conservatism" and his embrace of Latino immigration. They weren't agitating for a mean government, just one that would look out for their mostly rural communities as much as it did everyone else.
On Bush's watch, however, the country was shaken by a series of cataclysms, all of which could have been mitigated, if not avoided altogether.
The first was Bush's military misadventure in Iraq -- an attempt to forcibly export democracy to the Arab world, reliant on intelligence that didn't exist. The second was Hurricane Katrina, a humanitarian disaster made worse by government incompetence. And then came a stunning economic collapse -- the result of reckless, unregulated banks preying on the aspirations of working-class Americans.
These events didn't play out in a vacuum. The 2000s were a time when so many of our most trusted institutions -- baseball, the Catholic Church, the news media -- were sucked into scandal and stripped of their credibility. But none lost more of the public trust than government, which seemed preoccupied with foreign wars even as it failed to protect a sinking populace and widened the national deficit.
All of this led, ultimately, to the unraveling of the Republican Party in 2008, the rebirth of liberalism in the person of Barack Obama, and the increasing radicalization of conservative media and activists.
From this came a simple ethos in Republican politics: Burn it all down. Trump didn't spring from nowhere. He was, and is, a vehicle of fury and lost faith. If compassion doesn't work, then maybe cruelty will. If governing in a democracy means inventing wars and bailing out banks at the expense of soldiers and laid-off workers, then maybe the democratic system itself needs to be demolished -- and all its high-mindedness exposed as hypocrisy.
It was Bush who opened the door to this rage-filled room full of voices screaming, "America First!" Trump, an instinctive entertainer, simply walked through it.
It must have pained Bush -- assuming he even flips through the headlines these days -- to read about Trump's Lindbergh-like rally at Madison Square Garden this week, where a comedian called Puerto Rico an "island of garbage," and where Trump immigration whisperer Stephen Miller declared America for "Americans only." It must occur to Bush that "America First" is the repudiation of everything he espoused, the ultimate rejection of globalism and tolerance.
And Bush must know on some level, too, the verdict history will render: that his failures led us to the brink of dissolution, that from the swamp of his presidency sprang the twin-headed monster of nativism and isolationism. He can at least attach a footnote. Successive generations should know that if he didn't do enough to stop Trumpism from overwhelming the country, then at least he lent his voice when it mattered and said what was right.
Which is why he should get out a piece of paper and write out a statement, which I think should go something like this:
Donald Trump's rhetoric of hate and intolerance is the opposite of everything I believe about America -- and everything my grandfather and father believed. I regret that the Republican Party has followed this path. I join Dick Cheney and others in urging all Americans of conscience to reject Trump and vote for his opponent, in the interest of preserving the democratic project for our children.
Sincerely, George W. Bush.
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D.C.'s dry streak -- among four longest on record -- reaches four weeks
If no rain falls Friday, the record-long streak of 34 days from 2007 will be in jeopardy.
By Ian Livingston | 2024-10-31

Bike riders pass under autumn foliage on the National Mall on Wednesday. (Allison Robbert for The Washington Post)


Washington hasn't seen any rain since Oct. 2, and its dry streak is now 28 days and counting. It ranks among the four longest on record, and there's a chance it will break the high mark of 34 days set in 2007.
The dry weather, affecting many locations in the eastern United States, is causing drought to expand and has also created conditions favorable for wildfires.
A cold front sweeping through the area on Friday offers the chance of a few showers, which could end the streak. However, odds of measurable rain are only around 30 percent. If the rain misses, the streak will probably become the longest on record.
It's been four weeks since measurable rain fell in Washington. Thursday will push the streak to 29 days, the fourth longest on record.
Three years have had longer streaks: 1963 with 32 days, 1995 with 33 days and 2007 with 34 days. All but one of these streaks occurred at this same time of year.
If it doesn't rain Friday, the District will be poised to tie 2007's record-long streak on Election Day and break it on Wednesday.
Washington is one of many locations in the eastern United States that are experiencing a historically long period without rain. From southern New England to the Southeast, numerous cities have seen barely a drop since late September or early October. Here are some of the other cities that have ongoing streaks:
New York City had a rainless streak of 29 days, its second longest on record, end Tuesday when 0.01 inches fell in Central Park.
Because of the lack of rain, drought has returned to the D.C. area. The District and locations to its west and southeast are classified under "moderate drought," according to the U.S. Drought Monitor. Abnormally dry and drought conditions now cover 87 percent of the Lower 48, the largest area since the Drought Monitor started in 2000.




This is the fourth time since the middle of the year that drought has spread over the District. This latest drought came on rather suddenly, following a historically long rainy period in late September.
Potomac River flows have rapidly dipped below normal, increasing odds of a regional drought watch and daily drought monitoring, according to Mike Nardolilli, executive director of the Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin.
There have also been wildfires in the region tied to the dry conditions. Two wildland fires were reported in the mountains of Washington County, Maryland. These could become more numerous if meaningful rain does not return.
A chance to end the streak comes Friday as a cold front passes. However, weather models spit out very little rain -- generally less than 0.05 inches. Odds of any one location receiving measurable rain are just 30 percent.




Multiple cold fronts over the past month have passed without producing rain, so it wouldn't be surprising if Friday's failed as well.
If measurable rain doesn't occur, the streak will probably persist until at least the middle of next week, clinching a record. Thereafter, chances of rain may increase somewhat, but it's so far into the future to have little confidence.
Jason Samenow contributed to this report.
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D.C. to see warmest Halloween in 50 years, with possible Election Day record highs
Temperatures could hit 80 degrees on both days.
By Jason Samenow, Ian Livingston | 2024-10-31

People watch the Del Ray Halloween Parade on Sunday in Alexandria. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Washingtonians may want to consider a lightweight costume for Halloween and shorts when headed to the polls on Election Day as two pulses of exceptional warmth sweep over the region.
Halloween will feel more like Labor Day, and it's just an appetizer for another round of warmth poised to arrive Tuesday next week.
Highs are forecast to reach near 80 degrees three different times over the next week: on Thursday (Halloween) this week, and again on Tuesday (Election Day) and Wednesday next week. That's after highs in the upper 70s and low 80s on Wednesday this week.
The predicted high of 80 degrees on Halloween would mark the warmest Oct. 31 since 1974. Then, the potential 80-degree weather on Election Day could challenge records for the date.
These abnormally warm days come as the District is experiencing its second-warmest year on record to date and as Earth is observing its warmest year in recorded history.
Numerous record highs are predicted to fall on Halloween from the northern Mid-Atlantic to New England. The D.C. region has a small chance of setting records compared to cities farther north, but unusually warm weather is still anticipated.
Locally, only Dulles International Airport will probably challenge its Halloween record of 81 degrees set in 2004. The Oct. 31 record highs of 85 degrees in the District and Baltimore are probably out of reach.

The forecast for high temperatures in the D.C. area on Halloween. (The Washington Post)


Still, the predicted highs are about 15 to 20 degrees above normal highs regionally.
To the north, record highs around 80 degrees are forecast around Philadelphia, New York City, Boston and Hartford, Connecticut.
When highs near 80 return to the D.C. region next Tuesday and Wednesday, records will be in jeopardy both days. The numbers to beat are 81 on Tuesday and 80 on Wednesday.
It will be rather late for Washington and Baltimore to reach the 80s, should it occur. Highs of 80 or higher have happened in November and December only 15 times since 1872.

The predicted weather pattern for Election Day. (The Washington Post)


The high temperatures are tied an unusually warm and dry pattern that has prevailed in the eastern United States for much of October and will continue through at least the first week of November. High pressure has remained locked over the area, blocking storm systems and promoting sunshine and warm afternoons.
The warm weather arriving in the Mid-Atlantic and Northeast first brought exceptional warmth to the central states. Temperatures soared as high as 97 degrees in Kansas on Tuesday, the state's highest temperature on record so late in the year by five degrees, according to weather historian Maximiliano Herrera.




Locations that broke or tied record highs on Monday and Tuesday include:
The slowly developing La Nina event in the Pacific Ocean can help stack the deck for the prevailing warm and dry conditions in the central and eastern United States.
Thursday will mark four weeks straight without measurable rainfall in the District, which has led to dry soils. Numerous other locations in the East are also experiencing historically long dry streaks. The lack of soil moisture allows the ground to heat up faster and boosts air temperatures.
The warm and dry weather may also be connected to an area of abnormally warm waters in the northern Pacific Ocean. These warm waters tend to promote a jet stream pattern that brings cool, stormy weather to the western United States but tranquil conditions in the East.
A cool front sweeping across the area on Friday will lower temperatures closer to normal this weekend. That means highs in the 60s and lows in the 30s and 40s.
But, early next week, a surge of warmth returns. And there are signals for additional warmth beyond that. Longer-range models project temperatures averaging 5 to 10 degrees above normal through the second week of November. That means highs frequently between 65 and 70 degrees or so.
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Carjacking suspect fatally shot by police after pursuit on I-95
Police said troopers spotted the vehicle, which had been carjacked in Maryland, and chased it on the major highway in Virginia. 
By Peter Hermann | 2024-10-31

(iStock)


Virginia State Police troopers fatally shot the driver of a vehicle carjacked from Maryland Wednesday night after a pursuit along I-95 south of Washington, authorities said.
The southbound lanes of the highway were shut for hours after the incident, causing a six-mile backup and delays during the morning commute in the Triangle area of Prince William County, though they partially reopened around 7:30 a.m.
Police said the incident began with a carjacking near Silver Hill Road in Suitland, in Prince George's County, Maryland, about 9:45 p.m. U.S. Park Police said they were investigating the carjacking but had no immediate details.
In a statement, the Virginia State Police said a trooper spotted the carjacked vehicle about 10:15 p.m. and started to pursue it after the driver refused to stop. A department spokesman did not say where the pursuit began.
The pursuit went southbound on I-95. At one point, authorities said, the driver of the vehicle collided with a Virginia State Police vehicle, causing it to overturn. The trooper driving that vehicle was not injured, police said.
Police said the pursuit ended near the Joplin Road exit, about 15 miles south of the District, when troopers forced the vehicle to stop. The statement from state police said "the driver refused multiple" commands and made "abrupt furtive movements with his hands." The police statement did not say whether any weapons were found.
Troopers shot the driver, who was pronounced dead on the scene, authorities said. The driver's identity was not immediately released, and a police spokesman would not provide the person's sex or the approximate age.
Police said a male passenger in the carjacked vehicle was injured and flown to a hospital for surgery. The spokesman would not say how that passenger was injured. Police said a third passenger was uninjured and taken into custody.
The police statement said four troopers involved in the shooting were put on administrative leave pending the outcome of the investigation, which will be reviewed by the Prince William County Commonwealth's Attorney. The statement did not say whether all four troopers fired their weapons.
This is a developing story and will be updated.
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D.C.-area forecast: An unusually warm Halloween before a chance of showers Friday
Cooler this weekend, but temperatures rebound next week.
By Matt Rogers | 2024-10-31

A spooky creature is seen in Georgetown, Northwest Washington, under sunny skies on Wednesday. (Jeannie in D.C./Flickr)


A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
9/10: Ghosts, ghouls, goblins, witches and werewolves should enjoy this sunny day with gobs of treats coming their way.
Our warmest Halloween in 50 years is here, but low humidity keeps this warmth manageable and mostly pleasant. While the children get their treats this evening, parched plants may see a small treat tomorrow morning as a band of mainly light showers attempts to break our 28-day streak of dry weather. The weekend is cooler, dry and on the sunny side before temperatures head back toward the 70s early next week.




Today (Halloween): Mostly sunny skies aren't too spooky, but highs into the upper 70s to low 80s are a bit kooky for this time of year. The District will probably not hit its record of 85 from 1950, but Dulles International Airport could match or exceed its 2004 record high of 81. Low humidity accompanies this warmth (dew points in 50s), but it'll be breezy at times. Winds blow from the southwest at 10 to 15 mph, with gusts to around 20 mph. Confidence: High
Tonight: Trick-or-treating conditions should be comfortably warm, with temperatures dropping through the 70s with mostly clear skies and breezy weather. Clouds increase overnight with a slight chance of a light shower in western and northern areas late. Winds are from the southwest at 10 to 15 mph with higher gusts at times. Confidence: Medium-High
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast through the weekend...
Tomorrow (Friday): Our welcome-to-November gift could be a short-lived band of mainly light showers moving through in the morning. After morning clouds, partly sunny weather returns by midday as highs head for the mid- to upper 70s. Breezes continue from the southwest at 10 to 20 mph with higher gusts at times. Confidence: Medium
Tomorrow night: Clear skies and cooling temperatures with lows falling into the 40s. Breezy conditions from the north offer a slight wind chill. Confidence: High
The weekend features matching weather Saturday and Sunday. Both days are mostly sunny with highs in the 60s, which is close to normal. Clear skies are expected Saturday night with lows reaching the low to mid-40s. Sunday night looks partly cloudy with lows in the upper 40s to mid-50s. Confidence: Medium-High
Monday could see mixed skies that we'll average out to partly cloudy as high temperatures warm to near 70 degrees. Confidence: Medium-High
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The biggest moments from D.C.'s 'Love Is Blind' Season 7 reunion
The best (and most heated) 'Love Is Blind' reunion moments from Season 7.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-10-31
Remember the times we had together? Remember Leo's Rolex? Remember Hannah schooling Nick on the stock market? Remember Marissa and Ramses, happy and in love and slightly afraid of Marissa's mother?
Happy Season 7 Reunion, everyone. It's been a long road for all of us, not least of all Leo Braudy, 31, and Brittany Wisniewski, 33; Tyler Francis, 34, and Ashley Adionser, 32; Nick Dorka, 29, and Hannah Jiles, 27; Stephen Richardson, 34, and Monica Davis, 37; Garrett Josemans, 33, and Taylor Krause, 30; Marissa George, 32, and Ramses Prashad, 35; and Alexandra Byrd, 33, and Tim Godbee, 33.
"Love is Blind" was supposed to come on at 9 p.m. Wednesday. It didn't load for some Netflix viewers until a few minutes later after its scheduled start time -- which makes a difference when you're trying to keep up with what's online. For some, it took restarting a TV to make it work.
Tyler answered questions from hosts Vanessa and Nick Lachey about the rumors online that he has children. He said he helped a friend start a family, and there are photos of him with the children he helped conceive. He emphasized that he disclosed all of the details to Ashley. "This has been news to the world; it has never been news to us," he said.
But there were still a lot of unanswered questions for viewers by the end of the night.

Stephen Richardson, Timothee Godbee and Leo Braudy (Adam Rose/Netflix)


Leo made his return onto "Love is Blind" after he and his (now former) fiancee Brittany were dropped by producers after the pods. And in true Leo fashion, he did show up wearing a Rolex. But, in a brief moment of a self-awareness, he did acknowledge he might have "overcooked it a little bit with the money talk" in the pods.
If you were looking for some sort of off-camera drama, the update on where Tim and Alex stand a year later surely brought it. They clashed over a one-hour nap that Alex took when Tim's family came to visit them -- she had to bartend afterward! -- and then over an off-camera fight in Mexico.
The Lacheys were deliberate in noting that no one was assaulted in a moment that seemed to be prompted by the show's lawyers: A contestant on a previous season sued the production company for an alleged sexual assault by her partner on the show.
Marissa choked out a few words before becoming teary-eyed while discussing her failed engagement with Ramses, who is inexplicably missing his signature dreadlocks. A personal evolution, perhaps? Or would the Beetlejuice pants beg to differ?

Notably missing are Ramses' two dreadlocks. (Adam Rose/Netflix)


We learned he ended things very briefly before the wedding. Marissa still struggles to understand why he led her on for so long. Her mom, as usual, is buying none of Ramses' innocent act. She exhibits heroic restraint in not once uttering an "I told you so" to Marissa but rolls her eyes, makes vague threats and impresses upon Ramses how emotionally damaged he left her daughter. Even a year later, the heartbreak is clearly so raw for Marissa and any warm-blooded human being would wrap her in a blanket and set her up with the kindest man they know on sight.
The Lacheys are partial to bringing former cast members to reunions, apparently mostly for reaction shots. AD Smith, 33, from Season 6, did not disappoint, standing in as a Greek chorus and raising her eyebrows in time with the audience. It was good to see her get some love after being left at the altar last season.

AD Smith, from Season 6, sits next to Marshall Glaze, from Season 4, at the reunion. (Adam Rose/Netflix)


A debate between Nick and Hannah that slowly draws in a number of the other contestants from the season leaves not a soul in the audience feeling anything but deeply uncomfortable. Hannah claims she is criticized online,  probably for her degrading comments to Nick about his domestic skills and for subtly questioning his literacy. While she asymptotically approaches an apology, she mostly spends the segment accusing him of judging her appearance behind her back and manipulating his role on the show and, therefore, their relationship, for clout. Which ... is probably why everyone is on the show, but that is neither here nor there.
Stephen, decked out in a black turtleneck, loafers and no socks, waxed poetic about his extensive therapy, taking responsibility and how he has long-deleted those texts. But that didn't stop him from sharing that his conversation mid-sleep study with a mystery woman somehow jumped from discussing heart conditions to fetishes almost instantly. Monica did not seem to buy Stephen's assurances that he had "emotionally conquered a demon."
As they say, you have to save the best for last. It look us the whole episode to get an update on Taylor and Garrett, who dish on their relationship status (no surprise, they're still together), his new haircut and glow-up, and their decision not to move to San Diego. Instead, they have moved to the city Taylor knows as "F-Burg" -- also known by its legal name, Fredericksburg, Virginia -- where Garrett's family is. But they also say they're thinking about relocating to D.C. soon.
Overall, the Lacheys seemed hit-or-miss as reunion hosts. They asked some smart, direct questions of the cast and pressed for off-camera drama, starting right off with Tyler's kids. But they failed to control the conversations between Hannah and Nick, and then between Alex and Tim, and their corny transition to Stephen's sleep study was ... not it.
This final nightcap was written by the following staff: Anna Lefkowitz, Caitlin Gilbert, Teo Armus, Dana Munro and Nicole Asbury.
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'Love Is Blind' reunion recap: D.C. cast shares highs and lows from Season 7
Follow our live updates and commentary on the "Love Is Blind" Season 7 reunion, which unpacks where the D.C. couples (and singles) stand in their relationships.
By Washington Post staff, Nina Zafar, Anna Lefkowitz, Nicole Asbury, Caitlin Gilbert, Teo Armus, Dana Munro, Fritz Hahn | 2024-10-31
We (finally) made it to the reunion after weeks of watching couples come together and fall apart. Of the 29 people from the D.C. region who began season 7 of "Love Is Blind" in the pods, two couples actually said "I do." We made predictions in our nightcaps, but after seeing the episode preview, we knew one thing for sure: There would be drama.
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The Yankees had the Dodgers on the ropes. Then came the nightmare.
After a comedy of errors in a brutal fifth inning of Game 5, the Yankees are left with 'the worst feeling you can have.'
By Barry Svrluga | 2024-10-31

Yankees star Aaron Judge failed to catch a fifth inning flyball that helped the Dodgers start a crucial rally. (Wendell Cruz/Imagn Images) 


NEW YORK -- Get out the scalpel and the forceps. Let's dissect the inning that cost the New York Yankees -- the proud, 27-time World Series champion New York Yankees -- a chance to extend the 120th World Series. It already reeks of formaldehyde, though no one in the Bronx wants it preserved. Look away, Yankee fans. Except swiveling your heads Wednesday night might take the gaze to the infield at Yankee Stadium, where the Los Angeles Dodgers piled upon themselves.
"This is, like ... as bad as it gets," ace right-hander Gerrit Cole said, haltingly, still stunned hours later. "It's the worst feeling you can have."
The view from altitude of Game 5 was this: Cole entered the top of the fifth inning having allowed the Dodgers no hits, needing just 49 pitches to record the first 12 outs. He held a 5-0 lead. He was dominant, and the Yankees looked poised to become the first team to force a sixth game after trailing a World Series, 3-0. Make the Dodgers fly back across the country wondering whether they'd be champions or chokers -- well, anything was possible.
Instead, in the fifth, the Yankees got out a gift box, reached for some wrapping paper and found a very pretty bow. One source said they accompanied their present with a lovely bouquet of flowers -- Dodger blue-and-white hydrangeas, the source said. Waiting on confirmation.
"Wild inning," Cole said. "They made it tough on us."
Come on, Gerrit. That's only partially true. You made it tough on yourselves.
"We didn't take care of the ball well enough in that inning," Yankees Manager Aaron Boone said. "Against a great team like that, they took advantage."
To be clear, the Dodgers won the World Series because the Dodgers were the better team. Their lineup was deeper and more consistent. Their bullpen was elastic and electric. And their defense was nearly flawless.
But because of the way this unfolded, the Yankees can't be left merely tipping their cap to a superior opponent and saying, "See ya next spring." This ate at them as Wednesday night turned into Thursday morning, over the course of a clubhouse meeting that extended some 45 minutes after the final out. They shared words about the season they just experienced. They now share an experience that is nothing short of haunting.
"Obviously, it stings now," Boone said. "But this is going to sting forever."
Scalpels ready? Lab coats on? Let the dissection begin.
The fifth opened with the first hit off Cole, a single to right from postseason stud Kike Hernandez. No problem. It's still 5-0. Cole still had his Grade A stuff.
"Really brilliant," Boone said of his $324 million right-hander. " ... I thought he was in complete command of his emotions, or just of his nerves and the calm he had out there, which showed up right away in his command of all his pitches."
The fifth inning tested that calm, if it didn't outright fray it. The next hitter was NLCS MVP Tommy Edman, who hit a harmless, soft liner to center, where Aaron Judge awaited. Judge, the presumed American League MVP, had already shaken off a postseason skid with a two-run homer in the first to help the Yankees build that lead. In the fourth, when he made a beautiful running catch at the wall to take away extra bases from the indefatigable Freddie Freeman, the buoyant crowd of 49,263 chanted, "MVP! MVP!" Yankee Stadium filled with possibility.
And then Judge inexplicably dropped Edman's ball.
Did it knuckle? Was he blinded by the lights?
"I just didn't make the play," Judge said.
So with runners at first and second, here came Dodgers catcher Will Smith. He bounced a ball to shortstop. Anthony Volpe, the local kid who was the grand slam-hitting Game 4 hero, made an aggressive play to try to get Hernandez with a force at third. The ball skipped -- "a little bit of a short-hop," Boone said -- and third baseman Jazz Chisholm Jr. couldn't pick it. Safe all around. Another error. Bases loaded.

New York Yankees third baseman Jazz Chisholm Jr. can't corral a throw to third in the fifth inning. (James Lang/Imagn Images) 


If the 5-0 lead had built a solid foundation for a trip back to Los Angeles, the cracks were now showing. To his enormous credit, Cole stood tall.
"As a player, if there's a mistake on the field, you try to look at it as an opportunity to pick somebody else up," he said. "You're never really going to play perfect baseball all year. You're going to have to overcome mistakes. And certainly, everybody makes mistakes.
"So if you buy into taking care of your teammates and trying to pick them up in those situations, you just always keep giving yourself a chance."
Cole's chance: blowing away Gavin Lux with a 99 mph fastball for the first out, then getting superstar Shohei Ohtani -- clearly compromised by his Game 2 shoulder injury -- to swing through a knuckle-curve for the second out.
Somehow, the Yankees still led, 5-0. Except a baseball truism hung over the entire affair.
"You can't give a good team like that extra outs," Judge said.
And yet here was the play to get out of it: Cole with a slider to Mookie Betts, a right-handed hitter, who squibbed it toward first. By the quality and execution of the pitch, Cole deserved to be out of a wacky inning unscathed. Instead, the fissures in the foundation became wide-open crevasses.
"Those balls off righties ... are the hardest balls for us" said Anthony Rizzo, New York's first baseman. There is spin involved. It is unpredictable.
Cole thought he might have Betts's ball anyway.
"I took a direct angle to it to cut it off, because I just didn't know how hard he hit it," Cole said.
Yet by that point, the Yankees were rattled.
"Especially with what had transpired throughout the inning," Rizzo said, "I kind of was going forward -- and then it kicked one way, so I had to really make sure to catch it first. And looked up to flip and just ... "
No one was there. Cole pointed for Rizzo to run to first. Except Cole wasn't covering first. He looked, frankly, like he was headed to the dugout. He had done the hard part, getting Betts to hit a ball that should have been an out. He just didn't do the easy part.
"I was not in position to cover first," Cole said. "Neither of us were, based on the spin of the baseball and him having to secure it. Just a bad read off the bat."
Hernandez scored the first Dodgers' run. The bases were still loaded. And Freeman -- a terror all series, the indisputable MVP -- came to the plate.
"You could just feel the excitement," Freeman said.

Mookie Betts's run-scoring single looked like an easy out off the bat.  (CJ Gunther/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock) 


Down in the count 1-2, Freeman fouled off a nasty change-up to stay alive. A lesser hitter would have flailed, and the Yankees would have led, 5-1.
Instead, Freeman lived for the next pitch, a fastball. He sent it to center, where it found the grass. Edman and Smith both rounded third. Both had reached on errors. Both scored.
"When you're given extra outs and you capitalize in that kind of game," Freeman said, "that's huge."
Cleanup hitter Teoscar Hernandez followed with a towering two-out, two-run double to center that tied the game at 5. The Yankees could -- and did, afterward -- argue that the fifth inning didn't kill them, because they responded by taking a 6-5 lead in the sixth.
Don't listen. Game 5 was granted, in the top of the fifth, to the Dodgers, who are too talented and too smart to look at the receipt and return the gift.
There will be a parade in Los Angeles, and it will be well-deserved. But winter in the Bronx just got chillier by degrees. The Yankees had the Dodgers in an uncomfortable position, and they responded by fluffing the pillows and folding back the sheets. A 5-0 lead became a 7-6 loss, mostly because the Yankees couldn't perform basic baseball tasks.
"Definitely," said right fielder Juan Soto, "we thought we got 'em."
Except they didn't. Live with that till spring? No. Live with that for a lifetime.
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World Series MVP Freddie Freeman played with an unreported intercostal injury
The Dodgers' first baseman was hobbled both by an ankle injury and a previously unreported injury to his side as he helped slug Los Angeles to a championship.
By Chelsea Janes | 2024-10-31

Dodgers first baseman Freddie Freeman holds up the Commissioner's Trophy on Wednesday night at Yankee Stadium. (CJ Gunther/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


NEW YORK -- Newly minted World Series most valuable player Freddie Freeman laughed at the question, though not because its subject was absurd. Did Freeman, who hobbled his way into history with a miraculous postseason played on the most famous sprained ankle in baseball, also play through an injury to his side?
"I'm not going to answer that," the Los Angeles Dodgers first baseman said with a smile as he dried off before the news conference his World Series heroics earned him. But his manager, Dave Roberts, later confirmed Freeman was also dealing with a previously unreported intercostal injury that lingered into the National League Championship Series. None of it matters anymore. On Wednesday night, Freeman lifted both the MVP and World Series trophies just fine.
"To come through in those situations, that's what you dream about as a kid, doing that in the World Series," Freeman said. "It's hard to talk about right now, but maybe in a few days when I've let it settle in, I'll have better answers for you. Right now, I'm just ecstatic."
Freeman earned World Series MVP honors after becoming the first player to homer in each of the first four games of a Fall Classic. The 35-year-old tied a 64-year-old record for the most RBI in a single World Series with 12, the last two coming on an RBI single that turned a promising rally into a five-run comeback in Game 5. He finished the series 6 for 20 with four homers, the first of which launched him into legend in Game 1.
"He hurt us big time, without question," New York Yankees Manager Aaron Boone said. "Kind of hobbled into this series. We weren't sure what we were going to see. From the jump, obviously, he was Freddie Freeman at the plate."
"Freddie Freeman at the plate" is an increasingly high compliment. Freeman was already one of the best left-handed hitters of the past 20 years. Among active players, he is second only to Jose Altuve of the Houston Astros with a .299 career batting average and to Mike Trout of the Los Angeles Angels with 60.8 offensive Wins Above Replacement. He leads all active hitters with 2,267 hits. If he stays healthy -- or, if the past month is any indication, maybe even if he doesn't -- Freeman should be well within striking distance of 3,000 career hits by the time his Dodgers contract expires after the 2027 season.
But being Freddie Freeman in 2024 was more complicated, and not just because of injury. One of his three sons, 3-year-old Maximus, spent eight days in the intensive care unit this summer after being diagnosed with Guillain-Barre Syndrome, a neurological disorder. Freeman left the team for several days in July and early August to be with him.
"Ultimately, Maximus is doing really, really well right now. He's a special boy, but it has been a grind for three months. It really has. It's been a lot," Freeman said. "Then obviously with the injuries at the end, it makes it all worth it kind of in the end. I'll never compare Maximus to baseball. I won't. It's just two separate things, but with him doing really well now, it does mean a little bit extra."
And a few weeks after one father tended to an ailing son, another did the same. After Freeman sprained his ankle on a collision at first base in September, his father, Fred, drove him to physical therapy at Dodger Stadium, he said after Wednesday's game. Baseball always was their bond.
"I never meant to make him a major league baseball player," said Fred Freeman, whose wife died of melanoma when Freddie was 10. Without her, it was Fred who would pick up his son from elementary school. Baseball was something they could do.
"I took him to the field, throw him batting practice for an hour and fifteen minutes," the elder Freeman said. "Then I took him back to the office and made him do his homework, and I worked for the rest of the night."
"He loved baseball. He loved everything about it," he added. "But I think he loved being together more than even baseball."
Freeman is now a two-time World Series champion. He has a regular season and World Series MVP to his name. If there are boxes left unchecked on his baseball to-do list, there cannot be a lot. And he now has all offseason to recover from a bruising final month with an ending worthy of the pain.
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The Commanders have graduated to the NFL's adult table
For the surging Washington Commanders, 'this is different. This is very different.'
By Candace Buckner | 2024-10-31

Noah Brown's Hail Mary touchdown catch had his teammates savoring the moment. (Geoff Burke/Imagn Images) 


After the Sunday night miracle and then the madness that followed, safety Jeremy Reaves remained in the stadium for an hour. Still in his pants and pads, fully clothed but letting the team's game-winning Hail Mary wash over him.
"Just trying to process what really just happened. Again, for a long time here, that play has never went in our favor," said Reaves, who's been wearing the burgundy and gold for seven years, and at last gets to enjoy nice things. "You have something go in your favor now. Now, it's like, okay this is different. This is very different. The teams that have those moments are teams that tend to keep building on those moments. It was a moment that I took it all in."
Reaves wasn't simply soaking up that one play, but the new reality. The one where his Washington Commanders are allowed to lead highlight shows for -- get this -- football-related storylines. What goes unreported about this team is just as important, because these Commanders ooze maturity, something even evident in rookie quarterback Jayden Daniels, who you could not imagine admitting on camera that he was too "tired" to finish a drive. These Commanders, unlike some division rivals, are neither ruled by an owner who might threaten to fire a radio host not on his payroll, nor coached by a leader of men who'd actually think that yelling at the team's own fans would be a great idea.
So, this is what it feels to sit at the grown folks' table. To not feel triggered by sports breaking news alerts, fearing what came out this time about your favorite football team in a congressional hearing. To look at the standings, where a record-tying nine teams have logged six losses already, and not read "Washington" on that list.
The headlines now center on sane football things, like wins and waivers. (For anyone still thirsty for drama, however, try tracking who will be the next first-round pick from the Ron Rivera regime voted off Ashburn island.)
The lone cloud of chaos over this Commanders' season? The bro in Baltimore who celebrated a Ravens win by punching Commanders fans on the street. Other than that incident, the stories about Washington's football team have been all about business on the field.
Finally.
If Washington's 6-2 record and its lead atop the NFC East were not proof enough of the changes, then Daniels' 52-yard touchdown pass to Noah Brown as time expired Sunday night against the Chicago Bears served as the best milestone for Washington's departure from crazytown and into credibility.
"That's what we emphasize in this building," Reaves said. "First and foremost, we protect the team, what you do in the building, what you do out of the building. We need everybody, so everybody's got to buy into that and everybody's got to protect the team. And then on the outside of it, when you make everything just about football in this building, then that's all you have to focus on. That's how it's supposed to be. Just football. We're all paid to play football, so like that's where the focus needs to be."
Considering the new executives, coaching staff and roster have been together for less than a year, it's been a short climb back to respectability. Hard to believe that not too long ago this was the team so desperate to scratch and claw for a fifth win late in the season that the lame duck head coach curiously benched Sam Howell for backup Jacoby Brissett. As if one more win would apply a bit more MAC on that pig of a season.
But bad teams do goofy things, and the most dysfunctional franchises in the league love company. Year after year after miserable year, the worst teams huddle together, warming their hands around a tire fire while swapping sob stories about draft pick busts and blowout losses. From 2013 (the year following the injury to Robert Griffin III) until the end of the 2023 season, Washington's football franchise had a bottom-five NFL record. Sharing in that loser's lament: the New York Giants, Cleveland Browns, New York Jets and Jacksonville Jaguars.

Washington Commanders guard Sam Cosmi (76) and linebacker Mykal Walker (32) celebrate after the win over the Bears. (Daniel Kucin Jr./AP) 


The Giants, Washington's divisional rival and its next opponent, need to break up with the sixth overall pick of the 2019 draft. Instead, they're in a long-term, toxic relationship with quarterback Daniel Jones and his 24-43-1 career record.
The Browns handed over $230 million guaranteed to a man who was accused by more than two dozen women of sexual assault. And that gamble failed spectacularly, as Deshaun Watson performed as one of the season's worst starting quarterbacks before rupturing his Achilles' tendon.
The Jets trusted in an aging, deteriorating quarterback to change their fortunes, but he's mostly used his cannon of an arm to point fingers -- and to reach for more cayenne pepper. Hey everyone, did you know that mixing cayenne pepper in water offers a "fountain of youth?" Believe it. The good doctor Aaron Rodgers says so.
The Jaguars and Trevor Lawrence should just move to London permanently and see if anyone notices.
And the Carolina Panthers and Indianapolis Colts may not have as wretched records over the last decade, but both teams deserve honorable mention for most dysfunctional franchises after bailing on their young quarterbacks from the 2023 class. On Tuesday -- who benches their quarterback on a Tuesday?! -- the Colts demoted former No. 4 pick Anthony Richardson following his latest loss when he tapped out because he needed a breather.
These are the teams with which the Commanders no longer share a commonality. At least after the first eight magical games of this season. And it comes down to competence in the coaches' room and stability at quarterback.
"And the work ethic that you saw early on allowed that to happen," Quinn said of his quarterback's savvy excellence. "By us making him go and compete for that position, I think that's an important step along the way for a player to demonstrate to his teammates 'I'm down for it. I compete like everyone else has.'"
There's been a buy-in with Quinn since the beginning, and a similar belief in the rookie Daniels. Even so, a game like Sunday's can have an immeasurable impact on a team. Reaves, the kind of guy who shows up to the facility at 5 in the morning, has already sensed it. He felt it Sunday night, while still in his work clothes an hour after the game.
"We've always believed that we could be this team. In the spring when nobody else thought it, we thought it. Like, we knew it because we were here putting the time in behind closed doors, nobody saw it. So the belief was always there, but [Sunday was] a transcending moment for an organization," Reaves said. "When I look back five or 10 years from now, hopefully I'm still here and still playing, but if I'm not playing anymore, I'll look back and I'm like that was one of those moments that changed the whole path."
Reaves, after seven years, is just trying to take it all in. Don't be afraid to join him.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/10/31/washington-commanders-nfl-respect-change/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Commanders rookies are coming through. And not just Jayden Daniels.
General Manager Adam Peters's first class has been a big hit, with second-rounders Johnny Newton and Mike Sainristil bolstering the defense.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2024-10-31

Rookie defensive tackle Johnny Newton is beginning to emerge on the Commanders' defense after being slowed by a foot injury early in the season. (Nick Wass/AP)


It wasn't until Monday morning that Johnny Newton learned his first NFL sack never actually happened -- not according to the league's initial recording of the play, at least.
On the second defensive snap of the Washington Commanders' win Sunday, Newton dipped under Chicago Bears left guard Teven Jenkins on a screen to bring down quarterback Caleb Williams just as he pulled back to throw.
The stat sheet after the game called it a tackle for a loss of six yards. It wasn't until the Commanders submitted the play to the NFL for review that it was changed to a sack.
"You want that first sack -- just like if you're a [defensive back], you want that first interception or a quarterback, you want that first touchdown," said Newton, who learned he was awarded the sack after practice Wednesday when Coach Dan Quinn announced it to the team. "It's just a big stress reliever, and once you get it out of the way, you can start rolling."
The confidence boost was obvious for Newton; he also recovered his first fumble in the fourth quarter and finished with four quarterback hits.
"You guys have heard me say this is coming, and I felt that for him," Quinn said Monday of Newton's performance. "So it was good to see the pressure that he was able to generate from the inside, both over the guard and over the center. ... He's the one that really jumped out to me that it was really cool to see."
Newton is obviously not the first Washington rookie to deliver in a big way this season -- quarterback Jayden Daniels has been the league's breakout star.
And beyond that, the Commanders have received plenty of contributions from their nine drafted rookies. The class has produced three regular starters and two others who have started multiple games.
Newton has stepped into a bigger role on the line since Jonathan Allen suffered a season-ending pectoral muscle injury during the Week 6 loss to the Baltimore Ravens.
Mike Sainristil opened the season as the unofficial starter at slot cornerback and has since shifted to a true starting role outside. Brandon Coleman, who is returning from a concussion, has rotated with Cornelius Lucas at left tackle. Luke McCaffrey has played the second-most snaps among Washington's wide receivers, and tight end Ben Sinnott notched his first touchdown in the win over the Carolina Panthers. It happened on a play called "Taylor Swift."
"You can't really beat that to start your NFL scoring career," offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury said last week.
General Manager Adam Peters said from the outset that he would build the team through the draft, which is partly why he signed many veterans to short-term deals. The older guys could show the younger guys the way.
But intention, especially in Washington, hasn't always produced results. Attempts to rebuild the franchise in recent years failed -- five of the team's past eight first-round draft selections have been traded or released -- putting a greater onus on Peters and Quinn to nail April's draft.
Washington's rookie class shares a playing style and approach that Peters and Quinn sought from the start. They wanted defenders who attacked and played with physicality that, for some, belied their size. They wanted sound tacklers, instinctive cornerbacks and explosive defensive linemen. On offense, they wanted wide receivers and tight ends who played hard even without the ball and linemen who had athleticism and intelligence.
Newton and Sainristil were among the players Quinn and Peters coveted most.
The team traded up to get Newton early in the second round (36th overall), then waited nervously to see whether Sainristil would still be available at No. 50 after they moved back 10 spots.
"He might be smaller, but he is as physical as they come," Peters said of the 5-foot-9, 182-pound Sainristil during the draft. "He'll bring it every time. He's tough. He's extremely smart. ... He takes the ball away."

Mike Sainristil tries to tackle Ravens receiver Zay Flowers on Oct. 13. (Patrick Smith/Getty Images)


Sainristil has proved valuable because of his instincts and intelligence. After injuries and performance issues for other players, the Commanders moved the former Michigan standout to the outside in Week 3. It was a significant risk given his proven ability inside -- a position not every defensive back can play well -- and because of his smaller frame. Quinn has typically preferred taller cornerbacks, but Sainristil has made up for his stature.
"I played a little bit of both in college, but the thing that's really made it smooth is the way the coaches have simplified the game for me," he said. "They do a great job of teaching me not just the playbook but what I'm looking at when I'm on the field, what formations I'm getting, what type of concepts I can expect out of certain formations."
Through film study and daily meetings, Washington's coaches have helped Sainristil understand his opponents and their tendencies. Sainristil's background as a wide receiver gives him a more complete knowledge of what he's looking at and what to expect.
All of it helped him know where to be to pick off the Ravens' Lamar Jackson in Week 6 and give the Commanders their first interception of the season.
"Moving Mike outside was a big deal for us," Quinn said Wednesday. "Most of his experience had come inside in the slot. ... I loved the tackling that I've seen -- I saw that again on Sunday. I love the competitive nature that he brings to the group. But moving him outside was one that we wrestled with. Is this something that we can do? It turns out for us it was the best move for us to do."
Newton said the game has slowed down for him. That's a product of reps and time -- and learning from the veterans around him. A foot injury delayed his start to the season, but he finally started to feel comfortable over the past few weeks.
Then Sunday happened.
"I felt like I was in college again, just in the sense of me having a dominant game," said Newton, who played at Illinois. "I haven't had that feeling since I was in college. My confidence was through the roof on Sunday."
Newton has what Quinn has tried to instill in all of his players: an "aggressive mindset." That he and the other rookies have translated it to the field this quickly has been huge for Washington.
"They were really ready for the challenge, and I think some of that comes with their maturity," Quinn said. "... The older guys have a lot of respect and regard for them because of the way they compete and they can be counted on. The older players, that's what you want to see in a young guy. Can this guy help us? Will he be the same? Will he deliver? When they're able to do that, that's a big deal."

Johnny Newton gets his first career sack Sunday against Caleb Williams. (Peter Casey/USA TODAY Sports via Reuters Con)
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College football best bets: Penn State, Ohio State limping toward the under 
The Nittany Lions and Buckeyes both enter their key Big Ten matchup with injuries and strong defenses.
By Matt Bonesteel | 2024-10-31

Coach James Franklin and Penn State seem headed to a low-scoring affair against Ohio State. (Barry Reeger/AP)


This column bounced back slightly last weekend, but second-half collapses from LSU and Wisconsin led to a 2-2 record for the day and a 16-20 mark for the season.
This column will give out four college football picks per week: the game of the week, a favorite, an underdog and a wild card, which can be anything (another favorite or underdog in a game that might be flying under the radar or a total, for instance). Hopefully we'll all be in good shape by the time the clock hits zero at the national championship game in Atlanta on Jan. 20.
All times Eastern.
No. 4 Ohio State at No. 3 Penn State
Noon, Fox
The pick: under 47 (DraftKings)
There are injuries on both sides of the ball here, which makes me wary of taking a side where the point spread is concerned. Penn State quarterback Drew Allar (No. 10 nationally in QBR) suffered a leg injury just before halftime against Wisconsin this past weekend, and as of this writing his status for Saturday's huge game against Ohio State is unknown. Nittany Lions defensive end Dani Dennis-Sutton, who entered the Wisconsin game leading the team in quarterback pressures, also suffered a first-half leg injury against the Badgers and didn't return, and starting right tackle Anthony Donkoh missed the second half with an injury. Ohio State's offensive line also is a bit of a mess after starting left tackle Zen Michalski left with an injury late in this past weekend's win over Nebraska. Michalski already was the team's second option at that key position after Josh Simmons suffered a season-ending knee injury against Oregon on Oct. 12, and the Buckeyes' offensive line labored to clear holes for running backs Quinshon Judkins and TreVeyon Henderson, who combined to average 2.7 yards per carry against a Nebraska defense that had been gashed to the tune of 6.5 yards per carry the week before against Indiana. Penn State's rushing defense ranks fourth nationally in success rate allowed and 10th in expected points allowed, and Ohio State's rushing defense might be even better. With all the injuries on offense for both teams and two strong defenses, I'm liking the under here.
Louisville at No. 11 Clemson
7:30 p.m., ESPN
The pick: Clemson -10.5 (FanDuel)
This is a rough spot for the Cardinals, who are playing for the seventh straight weekend after a very early bye week (teams get two bye weeks this season, and Louisville has its second next weekend). Clemson had the same early bye week as the Cardinals but is coming off its second free weekend and should be rested. Louisville has gone 3-3 in its past six games but has trailed at some point in each of the three victories, including this past weekend, when the Cardinals found themselves in a 27-10 deficit late in the third quarter before winning by four at Boston College. It just seems like an exhausting way to go about things, and Clemson doesn't seem like the type of team that will let up. The Tigers' six wins have come by an average of 27.3 points, with quarterback Cade Klubnik (20 touchdowns, three interceptions) and running back Phil Mafah (four 100-yard games this season) an elite duo. Against the two best quarterbacks Louisville has seen this year -- SMU's Kevin Jennings and Miami's Cam Ward -- the Cardinals have given up an average of 10.2 yards per pass attempt, and Klubnik is on that level. The Tigers beat weary Louisville by a comfortable margin.
Hawaii at Fresno State
7 p.m., no national television
The pick: Hawaii +13.5
At first glance, Fresno State's 33-10 win over San Jose State this past weekend would seem pretty impressive, but a deeper dig into the box score shows that the final score was at least a little deceiving. The Spartans outgained the Bulldogs in terms of yards per play (5.6 to 5) but had three drives end in Fresno State territory without any points (two interceptions and a missed field goal). Eight days before that, the Bulldogs trailed Nevada at halftime before eking out a 24-21 victory. Hawaii has been dismal on the mainland under Coach Timmy Chang, going 1-14 (0-3 this season), but the Rainbow Warriors should be up for what they consider their rivalry game -- it's the Battle for the Golden Screwdriver! -- and a defense that ranks a respectable-enough 41st in success rate should be able to keep a mediocre Fresno State offense (101st in success rate) from taking a big lead. The Bulldogs are the better team here, but not 13.5 points better.
Air Force at No. 21 Army
Noon, CBS
The pick: over 41.5 (FanDuel)
Entering this season, the under was 45-10-2 in service academy games since 2005, and it was easy to see why: When two teams who do little but run the ball get together, the clock moves fast and the score stays low. I think the trend at least slows down this season, however, and we've already seen one over when Navy and Air Force combined to score 41 points on Oct. 5, exceeding the total by 3.5 points. While both the Midshipmen and Army still run the ball more often than not, both have discovered exceedingly efficient offenses, and Air Force's defense is one of the worst in the country. The Black Knights put together good drives -- defined here as a drive that either results in a touchdown of 40-plus yards or a first down inside an opponent's 40-yard line -- at a brisk clip (53.7 percent of their possessions, No. 19 in the country) and averages a national-best 5.3 points from such drives. Air Force's defense allows good drives 46 percent of the time (No. 101 nationally) and allows an average of 3.7 points from such drives (No. 97). I'm almost starting to wonder whether Army, which has scored at least 42 points in four straight games, could go over this total by itself. Expect points.
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As chess continues to boom, women players allege abuse, cite inequity
A recent lawsuit against the game's governing body in the United States has brought broader complaints to the forefront. 
By Erica Werner | 2024-10-31
Less than five years after enjoying a dramatic spike in popularity, chess finds itself at a moment of reckoning. Propelled by the "The Queen's Gambit" miniseries and a yearning for entertainment and community during pandemic lockdowns, participation and interest in the game continues to surge, particularly among women and girls.
But that dynamic growth, which has launched a class of online chess influencers and seen more than 180 million people compete on the most popular online platform, has shone a fresh spotlight on a troubling aspect of the centuries-old game: gender inequity. Chess remains overwhelmingly male-dominated at the highest levels, and both new and longtime female players have faced demeaning comments, bullying and even sexual harassment and assault.
A recent lawsuit involving how the game's leadership handled allegations against a grandmaster has pushed the issue further into focus. As women have grown increasingly vocal about their experiences, the leaders of professional chess organizations in the United States and abroad have begun to take steps aimed at making the game safer and more welcoming to women, though some female players say they're not doing enough.
There remains disagreement about whether gender parity can be achieved, and what that might look like. And there's debate about why women remain so starkly underrepresented at the highest levels of the game -- and whether that will ever change.
"My goal is that one day a woman will play in the World Chess Championship match," said Dana Reizniece-Ozola, chair of the management board of the International Chess Federation, which organizes championship tournaments and awards titles. "My male colleagues sometimes laugh at this, but let them laugh."

Jennifer Shahade and Yasser Seirawan deliver commentary for the 2018 Sinquefield Cup at the Saint Louis Chess Club. (Dilip Vishwanat/AP)


Last year, two-time U.S. women's champion Jennifer Shahade, the former female programing head at U.S. Chess, went public with sexual assault allegations against grandmaster Alejandro Ramirez. Ramirez, who subsequently faced accusations from other women, stepped down from a prestigious coaching job in St. Louis and was banned from major tournaments in the United States. Shahade says that instead of offering support, the U.S. leaders of professional chess turned on her, mounting a retaliation campaign that cost her her job and threatened her reputation and her livelihood.
In July of this year, Shahade, a Pennsylvania native, filed a whistleblower lawsuit against the U.S. Chess Federation, seeking a restraining order and damages to compensate her for lost income and emotional distress. Her suit, filed in New Jersey Superior Court in July and subsequently transferred to federal court, also alleges her onetime employer operates as a racketeering outfit that enables sex assaults and trafficking of girls at its tournaments. The reason for this, the complaint argues, is "worship of the male grandmasters and monetary big-name donors over those victimized."
Ramirez is not a party to the suit and has not publicly addressed the allegations, including Shahade's accusation that he sexually assaulted her twice. His attorney, Albert Watkins, said only that "Mr. Ramirez stands by his ongoing support of those who feel compelled to come forward with concerns of the nature raised by Ms. Shahade."
In the suit, Shahade says she was essentially forced from her job after going public with her allegations against Ramirez, a step she contends she had to take because U.S. Chess was not acting on private warnings about him.
U.S. Chess has denied Shahade's claims, describing them in a motion to dismiss as "inflammatory," "vague," and "an effort to blame U.S. Chess for every chess player's wrongdoing from the beginning of time." A ruling on the motion to dismiss is pending.
U.S. Chess also defended its handling of the Ramirez situation, contending that it acted quickly once it became aware of the allegations against him. But Shahade, who is also a professional poker player, says Ramirez is far from the only sex predator in the game and contends that others continue to operate almost with impunity.
"I am fighting back against campaigns to silence me and retaliate against me for speaking up about sexual violence in chess," Shahade said in filing her lawsuit. "I have fought many battles on the chess board and the poker table. This is the most important one."

In his famous checkered suit, Rey Enigma, a celebrity in Spain known as 'The Banksy of chess', plays simultaneous games against Swedish chess player, live streamer, and Woman FIDE Master Anna Cramling Bellon during a 2022 festival in Madrid. (Miguel Pereira/Getty Images)


The developments come at a moment when growing numbers of women and girls are getting involved in the game, some inspired by "The Queen's Gambit" limited series and its fictional chess superstar heroine, Beth Harmon. Chess.com says it registered a 300 percent increase in sign-ups in the month following the release of "The Queen's Gambit" in October 2020. The company does not track users' gender, but partly based on voluntary surveys, estimates that their membership is now around 25 percent women, up from somewhere around 12 percent in 2019, according to Danny Rensch, chief chess officer at chess.com. Rensch said he would like the gender split to be 50-50, but that women are still catching up after decades when they were all but shut out of the game.
"The Queen's Gambit" contributed to what Rensch and others termed a "renaissance" in chess that is transforming the image of the game and who can play it, reclaiming it from stodgy old men and recasting it as cool, egalitarian and fun.
"It was associated with old weird men who sit in a park and move pieces around, and it also wasn't a particularly welcoming experience I think to young girls and women," said Levy Rozman, 28, who goes by the name GothamChess online and is one of the most popular influencers with around 5.4 million subscribers across social media. "Now that has changed a lot,"
Another prominent influencer, Anna Cramling, 22, of Stockholm, films herself traveling the world playing chess and bantering with opponents, including Magnus Carlsen, the top-rated player in the world. Cramling, who grew up playing chess, said she experienced sexual harassment or demeaning comments at tournaments on several occasions. Such occurrences have been essentially inescapable for women in chess, she said.
"It's almost like it's been this secret, I feel like, amongst chess players, but now that the secret is kind of coming out, people are realizing that this is not acceptable and it's changing, which I think is good," Cramling said, adding that it still hasn't changed enough.
Cramling was among multiple women involved in a recent harassment scandal that involved allegations of a high-rated Latvian player sending pornography and used condoms to young female players. In August, the man, Andrejs Strebkovs, was banned from tournament play for five years by the International Chess Federation's ethics committee, a sentence Cramling and others view as too short.
The International Chess Federation, or FIDE, is not well-positioned to handle such issues as it does not have a harassment reporting system in place, although it's in the process of finalizing one. It's also working with Safe Sport International to establish protocols to ensure the safety of women at its tournaments, according to Reizniece-Ozola. She said that decades of male dominance in FIDE leadership and chess in general may have discouraged women from coming forward with complaints, something she's trying to change.
For its part, U.S. Chess has a new Safe Play Policy, instituted in January, requiring tournament directors to undergo training to help them spot bullying or harassment. Both U.S. Chess and FIDE also say they are taking steps to try to increase participation by women at their tournaments. FIDE established a new initiative called ChessMoms to help new mothers travel with their babies to the biennial Chess Olympiad in Hungary in September.

From left, the United States' Gulrukhbegim Tokhirjonova, Yip Carissa and Lee Alice share a laugh before the final round of the 45th Chess Olympiad last month in Budapest. (Denes Erdos/AP)


Women's progress at the highest levels of the game has been slow. Women have broken into the list of top 100 players only a few times, and account for just 2 percent of grandmasters, according to research by David Smerdon, a chess grandmaster as well as an economist at the University of Queensland in Australia.
That reality has sparked debate about whether some of the policies aimed at encouraging women's participation are having the opposite effect.
Most high-level tournaments, such as the Chess Olympiad, have a "women's" section and an "open" section that women are allowed to participate in, though few do. Women compete for their own prizes -- with winnings that are usually much lower than for men -- and also for their own titles, which have been designed to be more achievable.
Opposition to this system has been articulated most prominently by Hungarian Judit Polgar, considered the best female chess player ever and a prominent figure at the recently concluded Chess Olympiad in her home country. Shortly before the Olympiad began, Polgar stirred controversy by arguing that women and men should no longer be awarded separate titles.
"I've spoken to some of the girls and ladies, and actually many women. I think that to have women titles, it does not help them, to say the least. And for some girls, it's kind of making it more difficult to have bigger aims," Polgar said in an interview. "If you put higher expectations ... then that is pulling your mindset that you are always doing something in order to reach that."

Judit Polgar, widely considered the best female chess player ever, speaks at a news conference last year in Budapest. (Xinhua News Agency/Xinhua News Agency via Getty Images)


Polgar boycotted women's tournaments and insisted on playing against men before retiring from competitive chess a decade ago. She broke into the top 10 ranking of chess players worldwide, the only woman ever to do so. Polgar's success has made her a huge figure in the world of chess, and her views carry weight, but she acknowledges that she's seen as an outlier.
"Many times I get and receive the remarks that, 'Okay, she's different, she's just an exception which proves the rule that actually other ladies are not capable of going so high,'" Polgar said. "So it is kind of difficult for me because I many times feel very much alone with my views, even though I think I proved it."
Polgar's support for eliminating women's titles has not been widely embraced, even by other women. Supporters of separate games, prizes and titles for women say that these are important incentives to attract women to the sport, ensuring that top women players can take home winnings, even if it's usually significantly less than what their male counterparts get. Some also point out that holding separate games reduces the risk of harassment by men, giving women a safe place to play.
"Even though it's not a physical sport, men on average play stronger than women," Reizniece-Ozola said. "And if you take off this motivational element of separate titles, of special money prizes in the tournaments, you would take a very important motivational element away from women to engage in chess."
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The Caps believed in Aliaksei Protas. It's paying off.
Aliaksei Protas is off to a blistering start for the Washington Capitals, who host the Montreal Canadiens on Thursday night.
By Bailey Johnson | 2024-10-31

Aliaksei Protas has seven points in eight games for Washington. (Geoff Burke/Imagn Images) 


When the Washington Capitals signed Aliaksei Protas to a contract extension in January, they envisioned something like this. The five-year deal and $3.375 million salary cap hit felt a bit rich, particularly to observers outside Washington, for a 23-year-old forward still establishing himself in the NHL. But the Capitals had a feeling Protas would prove them right.
It didn't start out that way. Protas had 18 points in 42 games when he signed the extension last season and finished with 29, meaning he tallied just 11 points in the remaining 36 games after Washington locked him up with a long-term deal.
But after what the 6-foot-6, 225-pound winger called a "great" offseason, Protas is off to a blistering start -- and proving what the Capitals foresaw when they offered him the contract. Protas has seven points in eight games and has played all but one game on the top line with Dylan Strome and Alex Ovechkin.
His three-point game in Tuesday's win over the New York Rangers was a standout performance. But by the standard Protas has set for himself, it wasn't a surprise.
"He's a really smart player," Coach Spencer Carbery said after the third game of the season. "He's a really good hockey player, and the sky's the limit for him in this league. [He's] so coachable, works hard, competes. He's got all these tools. I'm not telling you he's going to become an NHL all-star and have 100 points, but I have a lot of confidence that he's going to be a really, really effective player in this league."
When the Capitals drafted Protas in the third round in 2019, his size and potential were evident, but so was his rawness. He was already 6-5 then, as an 18-year-old, but was listed at just 190 pounds. Protas needed to improve his skating, add muscle and grow into his lanky frame, all of which he has done in recent years.
Protas said Wednesday that the focus of his offseason was building strength in his lower body. He's noticeably faster this year; the multiple breakaways he has produced have put his speed on display.
"[Lower-body strength] has always been my weakness because of height," Protas said. "You have to focus on that and work basically every day to get better. It's a lot harder for the tall guys to get more muscle. It takes more time, so you have to work like twice more than everybody else. ... Thanks to the strength coaches here. Thank you to the skating coach Wendy Marco. [She] did a really good job to help me with that. My skating coach back home helped a lot the past couple years. Hard work pays off, you know?"

Aliaksei Protas said this offseason, he focused on building strength in his lower body. (John McDonnell/ for The Washington Post) 


Protas's dedication to working on his game gave the Capitals the belief that he would live up to the contract. Having already seen how he has rounded out his game as he became an NHL regular, the expectation was that he would continue to improve. He has.
"When you know Pro and you're around him, there's the physical attributes that he has -- the size, his skating, his hands. And then you couple that with his brain," Carbery said Wednesday. "When you talk to him about certain things, he picks it up quickly. 'Okay, we want you to go here.' 'Got it; no problem.' The next game, you watch his shifts, he's going to that spot or doing that, what you're asking of him. ... He's just a tireless worker, so you knew he was going to do everything he possibly could to get better every day.
"Those players like that, all those things I just mentioned, gives you quite a bit of confidence -- it's never a sure bet, but you're pretty confident that he's going to reach his max potential."
Protas credited some of his success to Strome and Ovechkin, but he wouldn't be playing on the top line with them if he didn't have the skill and ability to match them night in and night out. He had the secondary assist on Ovechkin's first goal Tuesday, then had the primary on Ovechkin's second before scoring a goal of his own at four-on-four later in the game.
Protas nearly scored his second goal of the night on the penalty kill midway through the second period on the kind of sequence that would have lived on highlight reels for decades if he had found the back of the net. His stick broke early in his penalty kill shift, but the Capitals couldn't get the puck out of the defensive zone, so a stickless Protas was stuck defending for a long stretch.
And when the puck did come out, Protas chased it down, got a stick from the bench on his way by -- it turned out to be Strome's stick -- and nearly put the puck in the net. Forward Connor McMichael said "the roof in the building would've came off" if Protas had finished the sequence with a goal.
Protas joked that he would've retired had he scored, because nothing would top a play like that. But as he grows into his potential in Washington, getting to play with Ovechkin every night comes pretty close.
"You have to be on your best to prove that you can play on that line with Stromer and Ovi," he said. "It's lifetime memories every shift. You'll remember that for the rest of your life. Even those couple assists, you kind of realize you might a little bit help him to get [to Wayne Gretzky's NHL goals record]. It's something special you will never forget."
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Anthony Volpe saved his beloved Yankees. Then he 'pretty much blacked out.'
Anthony Volpe's relationship with the Yankees is 'more than sports.' His Game 4 grand slam only added to the story.
By Barry Svrluga | 2024-10-30

Anthony Volpe's grand slam made him a World Series hero in Game 4. (Sarah Stier/Getty Images) 


NEW YORK -- Before we get to the swing Anthony Volpe authored to keep the New York Yankees alive in the World Series, it's imperative to understand what that very brand -- "New York Yankees" -- means to the 23-year-old. He was born in Manhattan at Mount Sinai Hospital, as New York as it gets. He grew up in suburban New Jersey. When the Yankees won their last World Series title in 2009, he was 8, and the pictures of him from the parade would be cute if he never grew up to be -- get this -- the starting shortstop for the New York Yankees. Which he did.
But this is deeper. Pinstripes are in the Volpe DNA, woven through the family tree, stitched on their onesies.
Pull up a chair.
"My grandfather, the Yankees are more than just a team or an organization for him," Volpe said as Tuesday night turned into Wednesday morning. "Because his father fought in World War II when he was little, and by the time he got back, his mom basically told him, like, 'This is your dad.'"
This was the biggest night of Anthony Volpe's professional life. The Yankees are alive in the World Series after their 11-4 victory over the Los Angeles Dodgers staved off a sweep in Game 4. They have ace Gerrit Cole on the mound, and ...
Shush. Let's get back to the Volpes.
"He didn't know him, didn't recognize him, didn't anything," Anthony Volpe said of his grandfather, all of 4 when his father -- Anthony's great-grandfather -- returned from the war. "The way he says it, the way he got to know ... his father was: He sat on his lap every single night, and they listened to the Yankees together. So, for him, it's more than sports."
Sports: where reality is so good, you don't have to make anything up.
On Tuesday night, the Yankees avoided being reduced to a series of complaining sports-talk radio calls, an endless spew of edicts on how they came up small in the biggest moments -- such an athletic sin in the New York sports furnace -- in large part because of Volpe. He didn't win the World Series. He saved it, extended it at least a day, by pumping oxygen into a deflated Yankee Stadium with one swing.
"You finally got to see the top blow off Yankee Stadium in a World Series game," New York Manager Aaron Boone said.
The scene was this: In the bottom of the third inning, the Dodgers led 2-1. Volpe had already scored the Yankees' first run -- though he should have done so earlier in the second inning than he did, because he took a horrible read on Austin Wells's drive to center, meaning he couldn't score from second on a double.
"That's completely on me," Volpe said later. "It's not a hard read, one we practice, one that Little Leaguers make."
When he stopped at third, he pounded his thigh in frustration. Little League. For Volpe, that happened mostly in the hamlet of Watchung, New Jersey, population around 6,400, some 40 miles from Yankee Stadium. His family moved there when Anthony was in fourth grade. At some point, he grew from a die-hard fan into a promising prospect. In 2019, when he graduated from high school, he had committed to Vanderbilt. Except the Yankees took him in the first round of the draft, 30th overall.
"It is pretty crazy to think about," Volpe said. "It's my dream, but it was all my friends' dreams, all my cousins' dreams, probably my sister's dream, too."
He made the Yankees as the starting shortstop in 2023, won a Gold Glove as a rookie and rode the ups and downs offensively. He won the job again this spring, and Boone made him the leadoff hitter -- until he couldn't handle it. Through 15 games, he was hitting .382 with a 1.041 OPS. Over the next 21 games, those numbers dropped to .165 and .515, respectively.
"He's great defensively at a premium position," Boone said. "He's had his ups and downs offensively. I'm convinced that some of the adjustments he made this year will serve him well in the long term. I think we're starting to see that here in the playoffs with the level of at-bats he's putting out."
In the third on Tuesday, facing veteran reliever Daniel Hudson, the Yankees needed something, anything, to get them started. Since Dodgers first baseman Freddie Freeman's walk-off grand slam ended Game 1, there had been 20 innings completed in the series. The Yankees trailed after 19 of them. Freeman's first-inning, two-run homer -- making it four World Series games and a homer in each for Freeman -- felt staggering.
The Yankees loaded the bases. Hudson got Yankees first baseman Anthony Rizzo to pop out. Two down.
"We needed that big hit," said left fielder Alex Verdugo.
Playing for your childhood team so close to your hometown is, unquestionably, a dream. It can also be suffocating. There's no end to the ticket requests, to the people who knew you when, to the distractions. A New Yorker as the starting shortstop in, say, Seattle? No problem. A New Yorker as the starting shortstop in New York?
"He handles it great," Boone said. "He loves being a Yankee. Loves it."
As a kid, he had been one of the 49,354 who packed the yard in these October games. Here he was in the batter's box, right where Derek Jeter -- the idol for a million Anthony Volpes -- once stood.
He dug in against Hudson, who once closed out a World Series for the Washington Nationals.
"I was looking fastball," Volpe said. "But I saw him the night before, and had a pretty good idea where I wanted the pitches."
He got a slider down and in. He turned on it and drove it on a line to left.
"When he hit that ball," said Yankees catcher Austin Wells, one of Volpe's best friends, "I knew it was hard off the bat, and we were going to score some runs."
It did more than that. It raced over the short wall in left. A grand slam, and a 5-2 lead.
"I think I pretty much blacked out as soon as I saw it go over the fence," Volpe said.

Volpe, right, celebrates his grand slam with Aaron Judge. (Seth Wenig/AP) 


Yankee Stadium had been dormant. It erupted. It would have done so had the grand slam come from Aaron Judge, Juan Soto or Giancarlo Stanton, the usual suspects.
Isn't it awesome, though, that it erupted because of the kid who grew up dreaming of hitting a grand slam for the New York Yankees in the World Series?
"Just his whole family going way back to being Yankee fans, him being at the parade in '09, growing up a Yankees fan, now being the shortstop, hit a grand slam in the World Series in a must-win game?" Wells said. "I mean, it doesn't get any better than that, honestly, for the New York Yankees."
By the end of the night, Volpe had filled up the box score: 2 for 3 with a walk, a double that helped break the game open, the homer, three runs scored, four driven in and two stolen bases. That's a lot.
But in the ninth, he also had this: The deep-throated roar of Yankee Stadium, chanting "Vol-pe! Vol-pe! Vol-pe!" He has been in those seats. He knows those chants are hard-earned.
Anthony Volpe was once thrilled to cheer on the Bronx Bombers, then drive home to the burbs afterward. Tuesday night, he drove them into a Game 5, and the World Series lives on because the hometown kid made sure it did, like all his heroes before him.
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Rhapsody in blue: Dodgers rally past Yankees to win World Series 
Los Angeles overcame a five-run deficit -- buoyed by three New York errors -- to win Game 5 and claim the eighth title in franchise history.
By Chelsea Janes | 2024-10-31

The Dodgers celebrate their 7-6 win over the Yankees in Game 5, securing the eighth title in franchise history. (Elsa/Getty Images)


NEW YORK -- The Los Angeles Dodgers plan for everything, but even they could not plan for this.
When Game 5 of the World Series began Wednesday night, none of their game plans or pitching scenarios or wildest dreams included finding themselves three outs from a championship a few hours later with no obvious candidate to get them. If there is anything they have learned from being in every postseason for the past decade, it is that every October offers a surprise.
So it was not until the seventh inning Wednesday that starter Walker Buehler declared himself available to pitch, three days before he was supposed to start a potential Game 7. Dodgers Manager Dave Roberts pushed Blake Treinen as far as he could go to hold a one-run lead through the eighth. He had already used five other relievers just to get them to that point. So Buehler headed to the bullpen and started throwing.
After all those summer days saying goodbye to injured starting pitchers, after all those October nights spent relying on their relievers, even the minds that designed this Dodgers juggernaut could not have predicted they would need a starter, Buehler, to record the final three outs against the rallying New York Yankees in a 7-6 win that clinched their World Series title, four games to one.
"That's the beauty of October baseball. You don't know what's going to do it," said Andrew Friedman, the Dodgers' president of baseball operations. "You want to be as talented as you can possibly be, have as much depth as you can possibly have, because you don't know what life form these games are going to take on, and you want to be as prepared as you possibly can."
It will be impossible to remember the eighth World Series title in Dodgers history without acknowledging that the Dodgers can plan -- and pay -- for contingencies better than any franchise in the sport. They spent more than $1 billion this offseason alone, for goodness' sake, adding to a roster that wasn't exactly wanting.
But even this team, with Shohei Ohtani and Mookie Betts and Freddie Freeman, with endless player development resources and enough injured pitchers to start an expansion club, had to exhaust all possible options to raise the trophy it needed to cement its legacy.
Until this year, the story around Friedman and Roberts and Buehler and the rest was that they had won just one title, in 2020, after a pandemic-shortened regular season. Try as they might, they could never quite convince the baseball world that World Series should count the same as any other. This one, they say, should toss the narrative that the Dodgers are just a regular season winner out the window.
"It's hard to win a championship regardless of what your team is like. It's hard, and there's a reason why there hasn't been a repeat champion since the Yankees did it [in 1998-2000]. It clearly speaks to the difficulty, the playoff format, all that stuff," Roberts said. "... I'm sure there's no asterisk on this one."
As defenestrations go, this one was emphatic, punctuated by their comeback win in a Game 5 so magically nauseating it will take years to fully process.
They trailed by five in the fifth inning against the reigning American League Cy Young Award winner, Gerrit Cole, came back after the Yankees temporarily melted down, and fell behind again. They tied the game in the eighth inning on a Gavin Lux sacrifice fly. They took the lead two batters later when Betts hit another.
In between those flyballs, Ohtani reached on catcher's interference, the most important contact he made while going 1 for 11 in three games since injuring his left shoulder sliding into second base in Game 2. Several champagne-soaked Dodgers indicated late Wednesday that Ohtani's shoulder was much worse than the superstar let on. Roberts said "he was playing with one arm."
The Dodgers did not sign Ohtani to be a decoy, but with their season on the line, that is effectively what he was. And even as that injury derailed Ohtani's productivity plans this week, he did not wait long before he started making more.
"Seeing him tonight celebrating, he said, 'All right, nine more!'" said Friedman, who was in less of a hurry.
"Once we sober up, we'll focus on trying to do it again."

Shohei Ohtani celebrated the Dodgers' World Series championship. (Brad Penner/Imagn Images)


When they look back, they will see painful lessons learned and fixes well-applied: The Dodgers entered the postseason short on pitching but determined to make it work. They were consciously more aggressive at the plate, and in general, than they had been in the years when they did not get this far.
They nearly exited in the first round anyway, falling behind two games to one to the San Diego Padres in a National League Division Series before climbing back to win it. That series so tested the Dodgers and their composure that when it ended, one of those injured starting pitchers, Clayton Kershaw, felt their destiny was sealed.
"He came over to me and said, 'We're going to the World Series,'" owner Mark Walter remembered. And so they did.
What Kershaw saw in that San Diego series is the urgency that allowed the Dodgers to largely dominate a National League Championship Series against the New York Mets that went six games but might as well have gone four, then take a 3-0 lead over the American League champion Yankees with relative ease. These Dodgers, winners of four pennants in the past eight seasons, know better than anyone what doesn't work in October. Maybe, just maybe, they are starting to figure out what does.
"This is my 10th year here, and I feel like every single postseason has been different as far as what's played, who's been successful, what's been successful for us, what have we failed at," bench coach and game-planning guru Danny Lehmann said. "So it's this constant back and forth of getting all the value you have out of that specific team that year."

Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Walker Buehler and catcher Will Smith celebrate after the final out of Game 5. (Frank Franklin II/AP)


Getting the most out of this year's roster, over the past few weeks, meant finding ways to work around major injuries to big stars.
Freeman, of course, played his way into legend while hardly able to walk in the first two rounds. When he got a few days off, though not the prescribed four-to-six weeks the sprained ankle he suffered in September would normally require, he used the time to adjust. Five games later, he had become the first player in World Series history to homer in each of the first four games of a Fall Classic, tied a 64-year-old record for most RBI in a single World Series with 12, and won the World Series MVP award.
"It seems like we hit every speed bump possible over the course of this year," said Freeman, who also dealt with a previously unreported injury to his side. "And to overcome what we did as a group of guys, it's special. This is what we start out to do every single spring training is to win a championship. I think it's the hardest thing to do in sports because you just never know what's going to happen."
This was not the roster the Dodgers envisioned having in the World Series when spring training began. Hobbled stars aside, their lineup is intact. Their starting rotation was not, down Kershaw, Tyler Glasnow, Dustin May and many others who might have found themselves here instead.
"There was a lot of back filling on talent because of injury, a lot of young players cut their teeth, which is good," Roberts said. "But one thing is that we just kept going."
No one kept going quite like Dodgers relievers, who at times this postseason were so good that they were actually Los Angeles's best starter. Roberts turned to that bullpen again early Wednesday, after starter Jack Flaherty recorded only four outs and surrendered four runs to the Yankees, including Aaron Judge's first career World Series homer in the first inning.
At that point, Roberts was taking the opposite approach to the one he used in Game 4, when he planned to use all relievers but pivoted to worse ones when the Yankees took a lead. Wednesday, Roberts made a different bet, turning to his best arms to try to keep the Yankees reasonably close and give his team a chance to chase them down. The 2024 Dodgers and big bets were not always copacetic. But this one paid off, aided by unthinkable Yankees sloppiness that keyed a game-tying five-run Dodgers comeback in the fifth, when New York made two errors and a mental mistake when Cole failed to cover first base on a grounder that would have ended the inning without any runs scoring.
Even then, the plans didn't hold. The Yankees took the lead again in the sixth and did not need a pitcher other than Cole until the seventh. Lux and Betts delivered the tying and go-ahead runs in the eighth. Treinen pushed himself to 42 pitches and a third inning of work to get the game to the ninth. And then came Buehler, a year removed from Tommy John surgery and still searching for the stuff he had before, in the biggest inning of his life. He worked a 1-2-3.
"He's a big-game pitcher," Treinen said. "I'll say it over and over again: He's had his struggles this year. But I've never seen anyone pitch in bigger moments."
Buehler, who also pitched five scoreless innings in his sparkling Game 3 start, will be a free agent after this season. Treinen and several other key relievers will be free to sign elsewhere, too. The Dodgers will have ample funds to sign new ones, to bring in more stars, to reimagine their roster for another championship run. But this franchise knows better than anyone that whatever Friedman and his crew dream up, October will have something else in mind.

Mookie Betts and the Dodgers lift the Commissioner's Trophy. (Brad Penner/Imagn Images)
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Maryland football emphasized the right to vote. Every player registered.
Coach Michael Locksley has preached to the Terrapins the importance of voting after he made an offseason trip to Selma.
By Gene Wang | 2024-10-31

"I think it's important that they understand voting is a right," Maryland football coach Michael Locksley said of all his players being registered to vote. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post)


Over the summer, Maryland football coach Michael Locksley was participating in a Big Ten initiative in Alabama highlighting the civil rights movement when he recalled pausing to process the historical significance of his surroundings. He, along with other attendees, including Terrapins backup quarterback Champ Long, had walked across the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, the site of the Bloody Sunday march of 1965, and couldn't help but feel overwhelmed.
The visit to the site of an inflection point for voting rights among Black people in the Jim Crow South compelled Locksley, upon returning to College Park, to share with his players that he had neglected to cast a ballot on election day for many cycles. The aim of Locksley's message was to ensure the young men under his watch were educated on the importance of voting, regardless of their party affiliation, during this election season that culminates Tuesday.
"To hear the fact that in the 1960s people were still dying for the right to vote, that just blew my mind a little bit," Locksley said. "This generation is a lot more advanced than maybe I was to understand the power that we have in politics. Growing up in an environment where voting wasn't talked about a lot, to me it's just a civic duty. As a head coach and as a guy that's molding our future generations, I think it's important that they understand voting is a right."
Locksley and his staff have continued to reinforce the merits of voting as part of the regular discourse at the football facility, educating players about the sacrifices that led to the landmark Voting Rights Act of 1965 that prohibited racial discrimination in voting.
They are also providing visual tools via wall-mounted screens to assist players in researching this round of presidential candidates. One monitor, for instance, displays an eight-step guide that includes identifying issues most impactful to them, following reliable news sources and learning how to fact-check for misinformation.
All of which has contributed to a voter registration rate of 100 percent among players -- 117 on this season's roster -- thanks not only to the push from coaches and administrators but also from veteran leadership such as defensive lineman Taizse Johnson. The senior has been among the most passionate in helping to educate teammates about the need to vote.
Johnson's commitment stems in part from relationships with members of the 2020 Terrapins who, during the coronavirus pandemic, helped create the initial groundswell for getting registered and casting a ballot. He also attended high school at St. John's in Washington, where politics is deeply interwoven into everyday life.
"I want everyone to understand and know that even if you think your one vote doesn't matter, regardless of that, there's been a lot of people who've paved the way before us in terms of being able to vote," Johnson said. "I feel like it's our responsibility to build on what the people before us have been able to do to get us to vote, and I think that it's a great opportunity to show that we're mature enough, we're all in a space where we're transitioning to adulthood, and we have to show we're also in tune with what's going on in the world."
The voting movement isn't about only policy, either. In certain instances, players have inquired about the registration process because this election will be their first as eligible voters. Charlie Harley, the Terrapins' director of character and leadership development, along with football operations team members Hannah Hansley and Alex Kramer have taken the lead in answering questions related to registering.
Other players have requested information about absentee voting. A screen in the football facility relayed those procedures for a half-dozen states, including Georgia and Pennsylvania, each considered to be pivotal in deciding the next president, and the deadline to request mail-in ballots.
For in-state residents, another screen highlighted on-campus voting sites at Ritchie Coliseum and Stamp Student Union.
"It was something that was important to me when I got back from Selma," Locksley said. "Let's come up with a way to educate them on policies and people. A bunch of people in our player development roles have really taken this on to where we didn't have to have only players lead it because we put the resources into having those people in our building, which is part of the development of our team."
The enthusiasm for voting comes amid the Terrapins attempting to steady a season that is in jeopardy of ending without a bowl appearance for the first time in four years. Maryland (4-4, 1-4 Big Ten) has lost three of four, most recently a 48-23 defeat at Minnesota on Saturday.
With four games left and in need of two more victories to become bowl eligible, Maryland has an open date this week before it faces top-ranked Oregon on Nov. 9 in Eugene.
The Terrapins' downturn, however, has not diminished Locksley's ardor for preparing his players well beyond football, through activations such as registering to vote and other program pillars that include promoting literacy and drug and alcohol awareness. Through more than 30 years in coaching, Locksley, 54, still counts his influence on former players as among his most gratifying accomplishments.
"We've got to win games, and I know that," said Locksley, a D.C. native, "but I'm at a point in my life as a coach where I want to win games, but I also want to make sure I'm doing my part to develop these guys to be great future husbands, fathers, better sons, better people because of the time they spent here, and it's not just talk for us. It really isn't. I hold us accountable to make sure that the things we need to do to make them better men, that's just as important to me as winning,"
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USWNT wraps up camp with two goals for Naomi Girma and another win
Rose Lavelle's English bulldog was on hand as she was honored and Girma got her first U.S. goals in a 3-0 victory over Argentina in Louisville.
By Steven Goff | 2024-10-31

Naomi Girma, right, celebrates with Emma Sears after scoring her first international goal in her 42nd appearance. (Katie Stratman/Imagn Images) 


LOUISVILLE -- The first post-Olympic camp for the U.S. women's national soccer team closed Wednesday night with a 3-0 victory over Argentina, its third expected victory in three friendlies.
The 10-day assembly finished with 25 of 26 players starting at least once and seven players making their international debuts, fulfilling Coach Emma Hayes's mission of testing young players and fresh combinations.
It provided a curtain call for 18 gold medalists almost three months after their Paris gala and a stage for Naomi Girma, one of the world's great defenders, to score not only the first goal of her international career in the finale but a second as well.
And then there was Wilma Jean Wrinkles, Rose Lavelle's English bulldog, wearing noise-canceling headphones and a No. 16 jersey during a pregame ceremony honoring the midfielder's 100th appearance in June.
"Delighted for her [to be honored] in front of her family -- most importantly, in front of Wilma," Hayes said.
Wilma, 12, headed home happy to Cincinnati with Lavelle's family after the top-ranked Americans ran their winning streak to nine and their unbeaten dash to 15-0-3 since February.
"The headphones worked -- I think," Lavelle said. "I think she was still a little scared. She did so good. She looked so cute."
Girma, making her 42nd appearance, scored late in the first half and early in the second. In between, she forced an Argentine own goal.
"As far as I'm concerned, she got the hat trick," Hayes said. "... She looked like a teenager jumping up and down."
Girma, 24, was ecstatic after each goal -- even the own goal.
"Surprised, excited, happy," she said. "I feel like scoring your first goal is always so fun and I'm always there to celebrate with my teammates. Whenever we score, I'm usually sprinting up the field. So it was fun to score one."
Continuing to juggle her lineup -- and starting only three regulars -- Hayes was prepared for another choppy performance. But this game -- and this camp -- was more about introducing new players, reincorporating others, strengthening depth and experimenting with formations and tactics for the long buildup to the 2027 World Cup.
Goalkeeper Mandy Haught and defenders Eva Gaetino and Alyssa Malonson debuted; it was the first time in 23 years that three have done so as starters in the same U.S. match. They followed first-timers Hal Hershfelt, Emily Sams, Emma Sears and Yazmeen Ryan in the two matches against Iceland.
Hayes will have another opportunity to evaluate the broader pool in January at a camp featuring domestic-based senior players and youth invitees. (No matches are scheduled.) In between, she will turn to the veterans for heavyweight friendlies against No. 2 England on Nov. 30 at Wembley Stadium and the Netherlands, ranked 11th, on Dec. 3 in The Hague.
"I got what I wanted to get out of it," Hayes said of this camp. "I've seen different sides of us and obviously seen more players, which I really, really wanted."
The Americans struggled to synchronize their attack in the first half Wednesday and turned to Lavelle's set pieces to score twice against No. 33 Argentina.
In the 37th minute, Lavelle launched a long free kick deep into the box. In a miscommunication, both goalkeeper Solana Pereyra and defender Aldana Cometti made an effort for the ball. Neither made solid contact, allowing Girma to head it into an open net.
Seven minutes later, Girma flicked Lavelle's corner kick. With just an instant to react in the six-yard box, Cometti knocked it into the net for an own goal.
In the 49th minute, Girma headed in Malonson's cross from 12 yards. Smiling from ear to ear, she raced to the sideline and jumped into Sophia Smith's arms.
"I'm like obsessed with her," Lavelle said. "I think we all are -- literally America's sweetheart. She's just the best person. You saw that when she scored, how excited everyone was for her."
With their NWSL teams in action Friday, eight players were held out: Gotham FC's Emily Sonnett, Jenna Nighswonger, Lynn Williams and Ryan; Portland's Smith, Sam Coffey and Olivia Moultrie; and Angel City's Alyssa Thompson. Hayes and the NWSL coaches agreed to the arrangement before camp opened. All of the affected players started at least one of the first two matches, except Smith, who is recovering from an ankle injury.
Lavelle also plays for Gotham, but because this match was about 100 miles from Cincinnati, her hometown, she wanted her 100th celebration close to home. In anticipation of this appearance, Lavelle sat out Sunday in Nashville. On Wednesday, she left to a rousing ovation early in the second half.
"She's an extraordinary football player with an elite brain," Hayes said. "Rose is weird and wonderful in every way, and unique, but a very cultured football player."

Rose Lavelle helped the U.S. women cruise past Argentina. (Katie Stratman/Imagn Images) 
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Every team makes the Maryland football playoffs. Is that a good thing?
Three years after its introduction, the all-inclusive playoff format still divides coaches. 
By Noah Ferguson | 2024-10-31

DaLawn Parrish and the Wise Pumas captured last year's Maryland Class 4A championship. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 


November is a month of change for local high school football teams. The weather gets colder. The Friday night lights come on earlier. As the playoffs near and months of preparation are put to the test, everything seems to get brighter, louder and more important.
For the fourth straight year, every Maryland public school football program will be preparing for the start of the postseason next week. The Maryland Public Secondary Schools Athletic Association made large-scale changes to the state's playoff structure in 2021 in the midst of the coronavirus pandemic, expanding from four to six football classifications and cutting the final week of the regular season to add an extra week of postseason play. Now, every team has the opportunity to take part in a playoff game -- whether they're winless in the regular season or undefeated.
Before the change, football was Maryland's only fall team sport which didn't include every member school in the postseason. Now, all 170-plus public football programs are spread across six brackets: 1A, 2A/1A, 2A, 3A, 4A/3A and 4A. Four years in, the format has satisfied some local coaches and frustrated others.
Quince Orchard's John Kelley and Westlake's DaLawn Parrish, two of the winningest active head coaches in Maryland, are among those unhappy with the state's playoff structure. To Kelley, the inclusion of struggling football programs and the addition of two new classifications -- 2A/1A and 4A/3A -- to crown six different state champions is "watering down" the Maryland football landscape.
"If I was a coach on a team and my team went 1-8, I don't want to go play a top seed in the playoffs and get my doors blown off," Kelley said. "I want to take my team to the weight room. I want to go get better for the offseason. I want to earn my way to the playoffs."
Last year, Kelley's Cougars and Parrish's Wise Pumas earned first-round byes having after dominating their regular season opponents. They then watched the first week of the postseason unfold; in most cases, the lower seeds were trounced by the higher seeds.
Last fall, across the six MPSSAA brackets, first round games were decided by an average of 30 points.
"This game is different than a lot of other games," Parrish said. "I don't like the first two rounds ... where you can have a team that's 0-10, 1-9 or 2-8 playing somebody that's undefeated."

Quince Orchard's John Kelley is one of the winningest active head coaches in Maryland. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post) 


Northern Coach Rich Holzer understands that some schools with one or two wins may take their lumps in the first round. But to Holzer, who has coached both rebuilding programs and title contenders over the course of his career, the benefits of the new system outweigh the drawbacks.
Last season, Holzer's Patriots entered the postseason with a 5-4 record and in the middle of the pack in the Maryland Class 3A playoff race. Four years ago, Holzer said, Northern wouldn't have had the opportunity to even make a playoff game. But the Patriots turned their season around with an upset win over St. Charles in the first round and eventually reached the state semifinals.
"I think for teams in our situation it's great, it gives us an opportunity," Holzer said. "In sports, we talk about the Cinderella stories that come out of nowhere and make these improbable runs. ... If we had this attitude where we say this is bad and whatever, we'd never have those stories. ... In every other sport, everyone makes the playoffs -- why would we go back to denying opportunities for kids?"
Poolesville Coach Brian Tupa has also been on both sides of the debate. Two years ago, his Falcons posted seven wins and earned a first-round bye in the Maryland 2A playoffs. A year later, they entered the postseason with just one win and lost to Walkersville, 56-0, in the opening round.
"Last year, being a 1-9 team, it didn't really benefit [us] that much for playoff experience. It felt more like another game," Tupa said. "I think there should be some incentives for teams to finish at the top of their regions."
As the format has moved from a pandemic amendment to the new normal, it continues to split opinion. Coaches also vary on what a possible solution would entail. Kelley and Parrish each suggested "middle ground" formats which would include some but not all Maryland teams. Holzer mentioned a structure similar to the amended College Football Playoff format, where more teams earn opening-round byes.
Despite his opposition, Kelley believes the state's current structure is here to stay.
"The only reason they're doing it is to fit football into the box where everyone [makes the playoffs], and also now the state gets to host six state championship games instead of four," Kelley said. "So what does that mean? That means more money."
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Inside the battle over reporters' access to NFL locker rooms
Journalists say locker-room access is critical to covering the league. Some players want to take the conversation outside.
By Ben Strauss | 2024-10-31

This is the Commanders' workplace. Should reporters be allowed in? (Craig Hudson/For the Washington Post)


Earlier this year, Tee Higgins, the Cincinnati Bengals wide receiver, struck up a conversation with Ben Baby, an ESPN reporter, in the locker room. Higgins had missed time with a hamstring injury, and fans around Cincinnati were wondering aloud whether he was faking it.
In his sixth season on the Bengals beat, Baby has built trust and rapport with Higgins. He offered an idea: Why not go on the record and explain his point of view?
Higgins agreed, and Baby wrote the story. "It's an example of how the job is supposed to work," Baby said.
It's also part of the decades-old compact between athletes and reporters. Players open their place of business, including where they get dressed, for reporters to act as a conduit between players and fans, bringing increased attention, engagement and -- ultimately, ideally -- revenue from fans.
But this season, the NFL players union has taken a stand against reporters' long-accepted access to the locker room. This month, the union released a statement calling the media policy "outdated" and announcing that players would begin to request that interviews happen outside the locker room.

Cincinnati Bengals receiver Tee Higgins has a relationship with the media built, in part, through locker-room interactions. (Frederic J. Brown/AFP/Getty Images)


"Anybody getting dressed for the day, you wouldn't want a dozen strangers in that area," said Thomas Hennessy, the long snapper for the New York Jets. "The media stands there; they hover; they talk to each other. It's honestly just inappropriate."
It's not an unreasonable request on its face, considering occupational hazards of giving interviews in your underwear (and the occasional player caught on camera undressed). To the uninitiated, the ritual of half-naked players surrounded by microphones is bizarre if not indecent.
Reporters say it's critical. It's where they meet players, chat off the record and collect phone numbers for future reporting. But that fertile reporting ground is drying up across sports. The WNBA closed the locker room to reporters recently, and most college locker rooms were never open. (NBA locker rooms and MLB clubhouses remain open before and after every game.)
Cutting off the locker room, reporters said, is an existential threat to their jobs, particularly in an era of media contraction and as many players connect with fans through their own social media and podcasts.
"They don't want us in the locker room not because of privacy but because they just don't want to talk to us," said one reporter, who spoke on the condition of anonymity for fear of professional backlash.
The locker room played a central role in the evolution of the job of sportswriter. Black reporters who covered Jackie Robinson's debut season were prohibited from dressing rooms and press boxes. (Two received press cards the following year.) It took a lawsuit for female sports reporters to gain access. Locker room access has produced iconic moments such as Len Dawson smoking a cigarette during halftime of the Super Bowl, and the scenes from a losing clubhouse after a playoff series produce some of the most evocative writing in the profession.
In recent weeks, the issue has sparked debate across sports, with the Kelce brothers discussing how easy it is not to be seen naked, while other players have taken to social media to decry the awkward dynamics.

Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce celebrates in the locker room after beating the San Francisco 49ers during February's Super Bowl. (Lauren Bacho/AP)


The NFL's media policy, set by the league with input from the players and the Pro Football Writers of America, calls for locker rooms to be open for 45 minutes usually three times per week and after games, following a brief cooling-down period. During the practice week, reporters usually mill around waiting for a few players -- sometimes a new starter, a new acquisition or a player with a big assignment that week -- to appear ready to speak. Quarterbacks and other star players often speak on select days in news conferences.
Players can be fined $25,000 if they aren't available during these sessions. Calvin Watkins, who covers the Dallas Cowboys for the Dallas Morning News and is the president of the PFWA, said the league sent letters to two players last year about violating the policy and one so far this year, though no fines had been issued.
According to George Atallah, assistant executive director of external affairs for the players union, players have been looking to change the policy since the pandemic, when locker rooms were closed to media. More recently, younger players, recently out of college, have raised questions about the policy. The union's executive committee passed a resolution in 2022 and another one this year.
Players can't kick reporters out of the locker room. Some, though, have been asking media to conduct interviews outside the locker room during the week, exercising a right that has existed in the current policy.
Hennessy said the union would like reporters out of the locker room: "That's the ultimate goal," he said. The union distributed T-shirts to players that read "Let's Talk Outside" on the front and "Decency=Discussion" on the back.
Some teams have issued new locker room policies that don't allow filmed interviews during the week, including Atlanta and Kansas City. (Buffalo and Seattle previously had such a policy in place.) Dallas has a policy that prohibits cellphone video in the locker room. Players on other teams, including Cincinnati and Detroit, have had several players ask reporters to conduct interviews outside the locker room. The majority of teams, however, have not changed protocols.

Tennessee Titans defensive tackle Jeffery Simmons fields questions from the media after practice. Some players have requested interviews be moved outside the locker room. (Denny Simmons / The Tennessean / USA TODAY NETWORK)


Several reporters told The Washington Post that they were skeptical of the players' stance.
"I've been covering football players for 35 years," said Mike Silver, a national football reporter for the Athletic. "Toughness is a defining characteristic. Torn biceps, separated shoulders -- this ain't baseball. Not only the request, but language being used is laughable. I think they said safe space. I'm a bleeding-heart lefty. I believe in sensitivity; I take that seriously. But the football players I've known for years have got to be rolling their eyes on this. These tough-ass dudes saying their privacy is being violated." (The players' statement said they requested a safer working environment.)
"No one is trying to talk to players butt naked. That's absurd," Watkins said.
As alternatives, players have suggested "mixed zones," common at the Olympics, where reporters pull aside players in a dedicated space as they come off the field. Watkins said "mixed zones" are less reliable and less intimate.
Watkins said if teams and players set aside 45 minutes per day during the week to find a place where players are mandated to appear the same way they are now, he would be fine with that. But he was skeptical that practice facilities have such spaces and believed that would be more of a burden on players. (The union did not have a specific response to that idea, but Atallah said it had offered numerous alternatives.)
The impact of reporters losing access is less obvious than decades ago, before every game was televised and highlights were ubiquitous. But Ed Malyon, the former managing director of soccer coverage at the Athletic, pointed to the minimal access to players in the English Premier League as a counterpoint. They are rarely available during the practice week, and reporters are lucky to speak with one or two after a game. Malyon said something like the Athletic's popular anonymous player polls couldn't be done without the current access.
"There's less coverage of Premier League teams than American teams, and part of that is because of the access," Malyon said.
The Premier League is certainly not struggling for popularity, but coverage tends to be more focused on coaches because they are often the only ones speaking with the media. The Premier League, Malyon said, isn't tapping its full potential because players are so inaccessible. "The [NFL] is damaging itself if it gets rid of this," he said.
Added Kevin Clark, a former NFL reporter for the Wall Street Journal who now hosts Omaha Productions' "This Is Football": "The NFL has the best, most accurate, most nuanced local coverage, and it's because beat writers can go up to a guy and just say, 'Hey, I was thinking on that defensive bust maybe the call was something and this happened' and a player can just say yes or no."

Aaron Rodgers walks back to the locker room. Rodgers uses his preferred platform, "The Pat McAfee Show," to communicate with the public. (Shaun Brooks/Shaun Brooks-Imagn Images)


He continued: "There will always be annoying writers, but you can avoid them. We can have better media training. And if the problem is [photographing] guys who aren't dressed, that can be addressed, too. We can have meetings." (Several baseball reporters noted the New York Yankees have a separate area for players to get dressed outside the clubhouse.)
One thing players and writers agreed on: Only the NFL can change the policy. Commissioner Roger Goodell was asked about it recently. "We think it's important to have the kind of media access that you all want but I think our fans want, too," he said.
He called the current policy "pretty effective." A person familiar with the league's thinking said there are no plans to change it.
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-10-31
NFL
8:15 p.m. Houston at New York Jets >>> Prime Video, WTEM (980 AM)
NHL
7 p.m. Montreal at Washington >>> Monumental Sports Network, WJFK (106.7 FM)
NBA
8 p.m. Milwaukee at Memphis >>> NBA TV
10:30 p.m. Phoenix at Los Angeles Clippers >>> NBA TV
COLLEGE FOOTBALL
7:30 p.m. Tulane at Charlotte >>> ESPN
7:30 p.m. North Carolina Central at South Carolina State >>> ESPN2
GOLF
7 a.m. DP World Tour: Challenge Tour Grand Final, first round >>> Golf Channel
11 p.m. LPGA Tour: Japan Classic, second round >>> Golf Channel
2 a.m. (Friday) Asian Tour: Indonesian Masters, second round >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
7 p.m. FIFA under-17 women's World Cup, semifinal: Spain vs. England >>> Fox Sports 2
8:15 p.m. Copa Sudamericana semifinal, second leg: Corinthians at Racing >>> BeIN Sports
TENNIS
5 a.m. ATP: Paris Masters, early rounds; WTA: Hong Kong Open, early rounds and Merida Open, quarterfinals >>> Tennis Channel
2 a.m. (Friday) ATP: Paris Masters, quarterfinals; WTA: Hong Kong Open, quarterfinals >>> Tennis Channel
WOMEN'S COLLEGE SOCCER
6 p.m. Florida State at Miami >>> ACC Network
8 p.m. Virginia at Virginia Tech >>> ACC Network
WOMEN'S COLLEGE VOLLEYBALL
7:30 p.m. owa at Ohio State >>> Big Ten Network
9:30 p.m. Southern California at UCLA >>> Big Ten Network
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World Series Game 5 highlights: Dodgers are on top of the baseball world
The Los Angeles Dodgers are World Series champions for the eighth time in franchise history after a comeback win over the New York Yankees in Game 5.
By Des Bieler, Andrew Golden, Spencer Nusbaum, Barry Svrluga, Chelsea Janes | 2024-10-31
With the help of a remarkable rally in the fifth inning, the Los Angeles Dodgers won Game 5 of the World Series on Wednesday night, beating the New York Yankees, 7-6, to claim the series four games to one. New York starter Gerrit Cole had cruised through four innings before Yankees miscues in the fifth opened the door to a five-run Los Angeles outburst, all with two outs, that tied the score. The Yankees went back in front 6-5 in the sixth, but the Dodgers pushed two runs across in the eighth and held on from there.
The victory gives the Dodgers their eighth championship in franchise history and first since 2020. They prevailed despite a quiet series for star Shohei Ohtani, who injured his shoulder in Game 2. Freddie Freeman, who hit home runs in each of the first four games and had a record-tying 12 RBI overall, was named series MVP.
Continue reading for highlights and analysis from the game.
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Bilal Coulibaly keeps impressing, and the Wizards are happy to ride him
Coulibaly, the second-year guard from France, flourishes on offense and defense as the Wizards win both ends of a home-and-home vs. the Hawks.
By Varun Shankar | 2024-10-31

Bilal Coulibaly drives for two of his career-high 27 points against the Hawks. (Geoff Burke/USA TODAY Sports via Reuters Con)


The praise for Bilal Coulibaly was near universal around the Washington Wizards as the guard's second NBA season approached.
Players, coaches and team executives raved about the work he had done in the offseason. They said the 20-year-old Frenchman had actually grown taller in the offseason while also adding strength. His ballhandling and shooting had improved, they said. But most of all, the confidence he had after playing for France in the Paris Olympics was evident in just about everything he did.
Four games into the regular season, they may have undersold Coulibaly. In a 133-120 win over Atlanta at Capital One Arena, the Wizards' second win over the Hawks in three days, Coulibaly had everything working while posting a career-high 27 points to go with nine rebounds, three steals and a block.
"I feel like [confidence] is the main thing," said Coulibaly, who was doused with a water bottle by teammate Corey Kispert after the game. "Basketball is, for me, probably 60 percent basketball skills and 40 percent confidence. ... I'm really confident right now, and I'm playing well."
The win was the second time in three games that he posted a career high. On Wednesday, he was hyperefficient, making 11 of 14 shots from the field and 3 of 5 from beyond the arc as the Wizards improved to 2-2.
"We want to put the ball in his hands more," Coach Brian Keefe said. "... We think he's a playmaker, he can get on the rim, he forces a lot of pressure."
The Wizards trailed by eight at halftime but roared back to outscore the Hawks (2-3) by 21 in the second half. Jonas Valanciunas scored 18 of his season-high 22 points in the second half. The Wizards also received strong performances from Jordan Poole (24 points, nine assists) and rookie Bub Carrington (16 points, six assists, six rebounds).
But Coulibaly may have been the best player on the floor. He routinely brought the ball up the court and played with the aggression the Wizards have sought, picking his spots to drive to the basket while taking at least 12 shots for the third straight game after he took just two in the season opener.
"One thing he could do last year was he could get in the paint. Didn't always make the right play or finish it well -- now he's learned the nuances," Keefe said. "He's added strength. Now he's finishing, he's getting on top of the rim, he's making plays for others. This is how we envisioned him."
Coulibaly got way above the rim in the second quarter when he grabbed an offensive rebound and slammed home a putback over a crowd of stunned Hawks.
He also continued his strong play on defense against Hawks star guard Trae Young. While Young played substantially better than he did in Monday's matchup in Atlanta, scoring 35 points, much of them came when Coulibaly had to sit in the first half with foul trouble.
In the second half, when Coulibaly sat for just over two minutes, Young scored 11 points on 3-for-13 shooting.
Carrington was one of three rookies -- alongside Alex Sarr and Kyshawn George -- in Washington's starting lineup, which was the youngest starting five the team had put out since such things started being tracked in 1970. The group's average age was just over 21.
"I thought they really responded after we challenged them at halftime. They really came out in the third quarter and really amped up the defense and the ball movement was terrific," Keefe said. "Really pleased."
Malcolm Brogdon spoke with the media for the first time since his Oct. 8 surgery to repair a torn thumb ligament.
The injury happened when he ran into a teammate during an Oct. 5 practice. Brogdon tore the ulnar collateral ligament in his right thumb, he said. Last fall, guard Anfernee Simons -- then Brogdon's teammate with the Portland Trail Blazers -- tore the same ligament and missed just over five weeks after surgery.
Wednesday was just over three weeks since the 31-year-old's procedure. Brogdon spoke with Simons and others who have had the injury soon after the diagnosis.
Their main message, as relayed by Brogdon: "Don't let it get in your head, don't get too down, because you're going to be right back. So this will be a quick turnaround."
Washington will not exercise its fourth-year team options for guard Johnny Davis and forward Patrick Baldwin Jr., according to a person with knowledge of the decisions.
Davis was drafted No. 10 overall in the 2022 draft, the last first-round pick by former general manager Tommy Sheppard. Baldwin was acquired with Poole in the 2023 trade that sent Chris Paul to the Golden State Warriors.
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Elon Musk case over $1 million voter giveaway moved to federal court
A case brought by Philadelphia's district attorney against Elon Musk's $1 million sweepstakes for voters claims it is illegal under state law.
By Will Oremus, Trisha Thadani | 2024-10-31

Elon Musk speaks with former president Donald Trump during a campaign event Oct. 5 in Butler, Pennsylvania. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


PHILADELPHIA -- An attempt by Philadelphia's district attorney to block Elon Musk and his pro-Trump super PAC from continuing a $1 million daily giveaway to registered swing-state voters was put on hold Thursday morning.
A hearing on the motion ended without a ruling after lawyers for the billionaire and his America PAC filed late Wednesday to have the case moved to federal court.
Lawyers for Philadelphia District Attorney Larry Krasner signed an order Wednesday compelling Musk to appear at City Hall on Thursday for the hearing, but the billionaire, who has become a key backer of former president Donald Trump, did not attend. Musk's attorneys argued that the proceeding was moot since the case was no longer in the judge's jurisdiction.
In a courtroom with a gaggle of reporters Thursday, defense attorney Matthew Haverstick said Musk is "a very busy man who cannot just materialize anywhere he wants to on 12 hours notice."
Shortly before the court hearing started, America PAC announced a new winner in a post on X, the social network owned by Musk. After the session ended, Musk amplified a post about the hearing, signaling approval for the outcome by writing "American Justice FTW," an abbreviation meaning "for the win," with a raised-hands emoji.
The case now moves to federal court, where Krasner said he will push for it to be speedily remanded to the district court, perhaps as soon as Thursday afternoon.
Krasner filed the lawsuit against Musk's America PAC last week, alleging a $1 million daily giveaway to registered swing-state voters launched this month is "indisputably an unlawful lottery" under Pennsylvania consumer protection laws.
Haverstick argued Thursday that Musk is not a "proper defendant" in the case and said naming him was a "publicity stunt."
Musk, who has donated at least $118 million to the America PAC since forming it this spring, was named as a defendant along with the group's treasurer, Chris Young, who was also ordered to appear in court.
America PAC is running one of the most prominent independent get-out-the-vote operations for Trump. Musk has put himself front and center in the final stretch of the campaign, appearing at numerous rallies and using X as a megaphone for the Republican candidate.
At issue is a $1 million prize awarded by the PAC each day to registered swing-state voters who sign a petition in support of free speech and the right to bear arms. Krasner's lawsuit alleges that Musk and America PAC are targeting Pennsylvania to influence voters. At least 11 people have been awarded a $1 million check over the past few weeks, according to America PAC's website, with four winners in Pennsylvania.
America PAC also offers to pay out $47 to anyone who refers a registered voter to sign its petition, according to the group's website. In a post Tuesday on X, the PAC said it had sent out more than 87,000 of the referral checks.
America PAC declined to comment. Musk did not respond to a request for comment.
The Justice Department last week warned Musk's group that the contest could be illegal. Federal law prohibits groups and individuals from bribing people to register to vote.
Some election law experts said Musk's petition is legally dubious and appears to effectively bribe people to register. The law that experts say Musk could be violating carries a $10,000 fine and up to five years in prison.
Musk has defended the petition online, arguing that voters who want to be eligible for the $1 million prizes do not need to register as Republicans or vote in the Nov. 5 election.
"The only thing we ask for the million dollars is that you be a spokesperson for the petition. And that's it, really. That's it," Musk said when he awarded the first $1 million prize.
In court Thursday, Judge Angelo Foglietta pointed out that the PAC's sweepstakes were technically open to all registered voters who sign the petition -- not just Republicans or Trump supporters.
"Judge, if it looks like a duck, it sounds like a duck, and it walks like a duck, it's a duck," said John Summers, an attorney working with Krasner's office on the case. Summers suggested that the lottery is implicitly aimed at rewarding Trump voters.
America PAC has continued awarding the $1 million prize to registered voters in swing states who signed the petition, and it has posted daily photos and videos on the winners. In one video of a winner in North Carolina posted Wednesday, a man, sitting next to his wife and baby, becomes emotional as he holds a massive check for $1 million.
"I did everything Elon Musk asked. I signed the petition, I referred my friends and family, and because of that I earned $1 million, and we are in complete disbelief right now -- truly," he said. "I say thank you, Elon Musk. If you see this, thank you. Thank you."
In a court filing Wednesday, the plaintiffs asked the court to "enhance its security surrounding the hearing" due to online attacks against Krasner from users on X, after Musk amplified a post to his more than 200 million followers questioning the integrity of the city district attorney's lawsuit.
"That retweet now has 8.9 million views," the plaintiffs said in a filing. "It immediately triggered an avalanche of posts from Musk's followers. Many made antisemitic attacks on Krasner."
Musk has invested significant time and resources in supporting Trump's campaign and has been heavily involved with the details of the PAC's operations since forming the committee. It has largely focused on reaching swing-state voters who are disengaged from politics or not registered to vote.
Musk, one of the world's richest people, started the committee this spring with visions of triggering a "red wave" by sending canvassers across the country to speak to hundreds of thousands of voters in battleground states, according to people familiar with the super PAC's origins.
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OpenAI adds search to ChatGPT, challenging Google
The artificial-intelligence developer's chatbot can now search and summarize the web.
By Gerrit De Vynck | 2024-10-31

OpenAI is adding new search functionality to ChatGPT. (OpenAI)


SAN FRANCISCO -- Artificial-intelligence powerhouse OpenAI announced a major overhaul of ChatGPT that enables the chatbot to search the web and provide answers based on what it finds.
The upgrade transforms the experience of using the popular chatbot. It brings OpenAI into more direct competition with Google, offering an alternative way to find and consume information online.
Beginning Thursday, paying subscribers to ChatGPT will be able to activate a mode that has the AI tool respond to queries by searching the web for the latest information and summarizing what it finds -- instead of offering an answer based on the potentially stale data used to create the chatbot.
The search functionality is powered by the Bing search engine of OpenAI's backer Microsoft. It also draws on articles from publishers the AI developer has signed deals with, such as Wall Street Journal owner News Corp. and the Associated Press.
The new capability makes ChatGPT more similar to a conventional search engine and potentially a more potent challenger to Google and other rivals large and small.
Google added AI-generated summaries with citations to its conventional search results this year in response to growing competition from chatbots. Startup Perplexity offers a similar AI-enhanced search engine and has received more than $400 million in funding, according to venture capital research firm Pitchbook.
The changes will make ChatGPT more useful and accurate, Varun Shetty, OpenAI's head of media partnerships, said in an interview. "We think it improves relevancy and decreases hallucinations, because of the ability to go out to the web."
In addition to helping users find useful information, chatbots and AI search engines are beginning to radically change online economics. For more than a decade Google has been the primary gateway to the web, making news media, bloggers and other publishers dependent on traffic from people clicking through from search results to sell ads or subscriptions.
AI search tools from Google, OpenAI and others that summarize webpages and answer questions directly can help people find information without clicking through to another website. That's caused rising concern among publishers who fear they will be put out of business by tech companies.

On Oct. 31, paying subscribers to ChatGPT will be able to toggle the bot to search the web and summarize results.


Some publishers accuse AI developers of unfairly copying and plagiarizing their content to build the AI tools upending their industry. Some news organizations have sued OpenAI, alleging copyright infringement.
ChatGPT's search overhaul will be a test for how AI search engines can impact the publishing industry.
Queries that trigger the web search feature will offer paragraphs of AI-generated text followed by links to the website that the content was summarized from.
Shetty said that ChatGPT's algorithms might understand the content of articles from OpenAI partners better because they get a direct feed from those publishers, but that news organizations that have signed deals do not get preference in results. Nor are those companies lowering their paywalls to people who land on their site from an OpenAI link, Shetty said.
He said people who use the new search capability will probably still end up spending time on publisher websites. "We think they'll be curious and want to click off and learn more," Shetty said.

ChatGPT's search results will include links to source sites in line with its written responses, and also in a group of "citations" along the right side of the screen. (OpenAI)


ChatGPT's surging popularity after its debut in November 2022 led many tech investors to reason that many people would stop using Google search and instead get direct answers from AI helpers. Google responded by accelerating its own AI chatbot development and this summer putting AI answers at the top of search results.
As of this week, more than 1 billion people around the world see those AI answers on Google results, chief executive Sundar Pichai said Tuesday during a conference call to discuss the company's quarterly earnings. Though OpenAI has said that about 250 million people turn to ChatGPT each week, Google remains the dominant way people find information online.
Paying users of ChatGPT will have access to the new search function during the Nov. 5 presidential election and in the days after, a period that disinformation researchers say will see lies and political falsehoods flood the web.
OpenAI's search tool will direct election-related queries to sources such as the Associated Press and Reuters, Shetty said. "What we've tried to do is prioritize and elevate the highest quality and authoritative sources we have."
Geoffrey A. Fowler contributed to this report.
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In the podcast election, top shows cast doubt on integrity of 2024 vote        
Claims aired on the free-flowing and beloved medium of podcasts could undercut trust in the results of a razor-tight election, experts say.
By Cat Zakrzewski, Naomi Nix, Jeremy Merrill | 2024-10-31

Ben Shapiro, a conservative political commentator, in 2018. (Jessica Pons for The Washington Post )


More than two dozen popular podcasts have aired claims preemptively casting doubt on the integrity of the 2024 election, disseminating unsubstantiated claims on a popular medium that operates largely outside the view of tech industry monitors.
"The Joe Rogan Experience," "The Ben Shapiro Show," "The Charlie Kirk Show" and "The Dan Bongino Show" are among 26 nationally prominent programs that have amplified unfounded assertions including that the election will be rigged or stolen, according to a Washington Post analysis of episodes aired over the last year.
Some of the hosts or their guests have echoed Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump's claims that Democrats are preparing to steal the election. Experts say the baseless allegations could prime listeners not to accept the results if the former president loses the razor-tight race. During October appearances on the Shapiro and Rogan shows, Trump said that Democrats were cheating and that the media was interfering with the election.
Experts have long said voter fraud in the United States is rare and has not affected the outcome of recent elections. Multiple investigations into allegations of voting irregularities in the 2020 election have revealed no evidence of widespread fraud.
Yet on 14 of the shows analyzed by The Post, either the host or a guest asserted that Republicans needed to ensure their turnout be "too big to rig," repeating a Trump mantra that his supporters need to overcome an inevitable attempt to steal the upcoming election. Podcasts hosts have also repeatedly invoked unsubstantiated claims that Democrats are permitting noncitizens to vote illegally, The Post analysis found.
"Do not let them fleece this thing again," Bongino said on a May episode of his show. "Your concerns about them stealing an election are valid."

Conservative commentator Dan Bongino in Stuart, Florida, in 2021. (Calla Kessler for The Washington Post)


Podcasts, whose fast-moving audio format has proved challenging for tech companies and researchers to monitor, can provide "a safe space" for those airing election-fraud narratives, said Valerie Wirtschafter, a fellow at the Brookings Institution. The shows are an especially impactful vehicle for falsehoods and conspiracy theories because hosts foster intimate, trusted relationships with their listeners, who regularly tune in during their commutes or while doing chores around their homes, she said.
Four years ago, Trump allies such as Stephen K. Bannon and Rudy Giuliani used podcasts to put out claims of election fraud ahead of the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol. Wirtschafter said she worried the shows could provide a similar avenue again.
"These aren't fringe voices at the end of the day anymore," she said. "It's a really prominent medium that should not be allowed to escape this conversation the way it did in 2020. The microphone is bigger, the audience is larger and the trust is even deeper."
Podcasts are playing an unprecedented role in the campaign, as both Trump and Harris embrace a medium that nearly 100 million Americans listen to weekly. Trump traveled to Texas to be on "The Joe Rogan Experience," the most popular American podcast, on Friday; Harris on Oct. 6 appeared on "Call Her Daddy," which consistently ranks among the top shows on Spotify and is one of the most influential with female listeners.
Their engagements underscore how podcasts are providing a new way for politicians to directly reach audiences this campaign cycle -- much like social media provided a new avenue for candidate Barack Obama to tap voters in the 2008 presidential election.
An estimated 47 percent of people in the United States listened to a podcast in the last month, and that number grows to 59 percent for people under the age of 34, according to data from Edison Research. Politics and government are the second most popular topic on podcasts, following true crime, according to a Pew Research study. 
But podcasts are more vulnerable to disinformation than many other sources. Researchers have limited ability to assess the hours of freewheeling conversations that populate Spotify and Apple's apps. Technology that can scan audio in real time remains relatively nascent, and it's difficult for companies and researchers to parse hours of episodes to root out threats and baseless claims.
"Fact-checking is so hard on social media," said Katie Harbath, CEO of the tech consultancy Anchor Change and a former Facebook public policy director. "How do you even do that on a podcast?"

"The Joe Rogan Experience" had Donald Trump as a guest this month. (Rokas Tenys/Shutterstock)


As right-wing shows have been amplifying doubts about the upcoming election, a majority of self-identified Trump supporters report they are concerned about voter fraud. Podcasters' rhetoric, which is being echoed by Trump and hundreds of GOP political candidates this year, has the power to boost support for Republicans or activists who might want to challenge an election outcome, experts have said.
In 2020, Wirtschafter said she did not see claims of election fraud on podcasts emerge until after Election Day, whereas The Post's analysis shows that false claims that the 2024 election could be stolen or fixed have been proliferating all year. It escalated after Biden dropped out of the race and Harris caught up to Trump's lead, Wirtschafter said.
Podcasts can command massive audiences. Trump's Friday appearance on Rogan's show has received more than 40 million views on YouTube.
The Trump campaign did not respond to requests for comment. A Trump campaign official previously told The Post that the former president has participated in more than a dozen podcast interviews. Asked for comment, Shapiro in a post on X cast this story as part of "the legacy media's coordinated attempt to DESTROY conservative media."
Andrew Kolvet, a spokesman for Kirk, said the podcast host inspires trust by simultaneously raising the need for election changes and by spending money to get out the vote through his PAC, Turning Point Action.
"We need to be vigilant, and this is still a process that is worth investing time and energy to go do," Kolvet said.
Representatives for Rogan and Bongino did not respond to requests for comment.
Rogan discussed how Trump had been labeled an "election denier," implying it was unfair because Hillary Clinton "called you an illegitimate president." (Clinton conceded her loss in 2016, while Trump continues to deny that he lost to Biden in 2020).
During the three-hour interview, Trump cited billionaire Elon Musk's concerns about voting machines, claiming that there could "never be an honest election" without paper ballots. He said it was "very crooked" that it can take weeks to record election results.
Rogan largely did not push back on the claims, though he did ask Trump if he would ever produce evidence that the election was stolen. Trump said the evidence was available in books.
Rogan has said he is hoping to host Harris on his show but declined the campaign's proposal to do a one-hour interview Tuesday, which he said would have entailed him traveling to the vice president rather than recording in his Austin studio as he prefers. The Harris campaign declined to comment on the conversations with Rogan.
Nineteen of the programs The Post analyzed advanced the unfounded claim that Democrats are trying to sway the results by registering noncitizens to vote, a narrative that has grown increasingly popular among Republican politicians. Noncitizen voting is illegal in state and federal elections, and research shows it occurs infrequently.
Other shows are re-upping some of the same claims Trump used to try to undermine the 2020 results.
In an episode of "The Charlie Kirk Show" last week, the host -- who leads the pro-Trump youth group Turning Point USA -- asked his guest whether the election is "fixed." Tom Fitton, head of the conservative group Judicial Watch, responded by falsely claiming that it is illegal for votes to be counted after Election Day, even though some states explicitly mandate that practice. He said the voting process in Arizona and Pennsylvania is structured in a manner "to steal the election if need be."

A restaurant in Milwaukee broadcasts Charlie Kirk's show during the Republican National Convention in July. (Sara Stathas for The Washington Post)


"If you normalize the counting of ballots after Election Day, boy, that sure makes it easier for fraudsters to come in and manipulate the outcome," Fitton said on an episode titled "Fixing Elections is Easy -- Which Is Why The Left Fights So Hard Against It."
Fitton's comments echo false claims that Trump made in 2020, when he said he had won the race because he was ahead in the count in several key states on the night of the election. Vote counting often goes beyond Election Day, and it could again take several days to determine the outcome of this year's close race.
"Stop trying to get Judicial Watch and me censored by invoking leftists who hate the First Amendment and free speech," Fitton said in a statement emailed to The Post.
Tech companies have long struggled to rein in Trump's baseless claims about election fraud -- and their willingness to remove or bar such rhetoric has declined in recent years. But many of the largest tech companies have well-established systems and policies to find and take action against the most egregious election conspiracies and promote accurate information about the voting process.
Unlike content hosted by Facebook or X, podcasts are produced, distributed and monetized by a complicated web of publishers, ad-tech companies and apps, which leaves responsibility for heavily promoted content unclear. Spotify will remove or stop recommending episodes that promote false claims that actively discourage people from voting. Apple has promoted community standards for podcasts, but the policy does not explicitly ban efforts to suppress voting or cast doubt on the election.
Spotify and Apple did not respond to requests for comment. YouTube spokeswoman Audrey Lopez said the company bans videos that mislead voters on how to cast their ballot or threaten election workers. However, the company has rolled back a policy that it had in the aftermath of the 2020 election that prohibited videos that advances claims of widespread fraud in that vote.
"The ability to openly debate political ideas, even those that are controversial, is an important value -- especially in the midst of election season," Lopez said.
Policymakers have also not closely scrutinized podcasts' role in promoting election fraud narratives. The House select committee investigating the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol examined the role of podcasts in amplifying claims the 2020 election was stolen, but ultimately those findings were not included in the committee's final report.
Alex Newhouse, who was an investigative analyst on the committee, found that podcasters fostered a false sense of intimacy when calling their audiences to D.C. to oppose the vote certification on Jan. 6.
"This attachment is a resource, and in the run-up to January 6, it was explicitly used by influencers to mobilize their audiences to action," he said. "There are signs that similar trends are happening now."
Methodology: The Post reviewed transcripts from a total of 173 popular podcasts. Post reporters searched the transcripts, provided by the National Conference on Citizenship, for any of 40 keywords related to popular election fraud narratives from the 2020 election, like "too big to rig," "dominion voting machines" and "steal another election." Post reporters manually reviewed results for each podcast to see if the keyword matches involved predictions that the 2024 election would be stolen or claims that the 2020 election was stolen, excluding dismissals of such claims or discussions of news involving them.
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Apple told TikTok it's unfit for young teens, new lawsuit details allege
Private communication from tech giant revealed in South Carolina's lawsuit against Chinese-owned social media company.  
By Cristiano Lima-Strong | 2024-10-31

TikTok is facing a barrage of lawsuits alleging it is misleading consumers about how safe its platform is for children. (iStock)


Apple privately warned TikTok that the platform featured more mature content than was suitable for children under 17 and urged the company to raise the age range it recommends for users, according to newly unearthed communications in a state lawsuit against the social network.
TikTok lists its platform as appropriate for children 12 and over on Apple's App Store, describing the prevalence of mature, profane and sexual content on its product as "infrequent" or "mild." Apple requires that companies provide the age rating to help inform users about the safety of various apps as they weigh which ones to download onto their devices.
In 2022, a team at Apple reviewing the TikTok's rating found that the app features "frequent or intense mature or suggestive content" and pressed the platform to raise its recommended age to 17 and over, a recent complaint filed by the state of South Carolina alleges. Redacted portions of the complaint were inadvertently made public and reviewed by The Washington Post.
"We hope you will consider making the necessary changes to follow the App Store Review Guidelines and will resubmit" your rating, the Apple team told TikTok, according to internal documents obtained by South Carolina, references to which were meant to be redacted in the suit.
While some digital platforms like Reddit, Discord and X are listed on the Apple App Store as best suited for users 17 and up, TikTok and its most direct competitors like Instagram, YouTube and Snapchat all have an age rating of 12 and over.
In response, TikTok took what it internally called "aggressive strategies" to filter out harmful content, South Carolina alleges in the lawsuit, one of over a dozen complaints states filed against the company in early October. But the state contends that even so, TikTok is still misleading users by downplaying how prevalent material that could be dangerous for children is on its app, including vulgarity and nudity.
The talks between the two tech titans, which were not previously reported, add to a cascade of damaging, accidental disclosures stemming from TikTok's legal battles over child safety.
Earlier this month, NPR first reported that a redaction error in a similar lawsuit Kentucky filed against TikTok unwittingly exposed dozens of pages describing internal research and discussions purportedly showing the company was aware of its risks for children.
A version of a separate complaint filed by South Carolina this month, which had been removed from the state's website but was discoverable through a digital archiving tool, includes distinct communications that shed light on how one industry peer views TikTok's child safety record.
The exchanges, which were meant to be redacted but inadvertently made public by the state, were discovered by the left-leaning advocacy group Accountable Tech and flagged exclusively to The Post. South Carolina is using the material to accuse TikTok of engaging in deceptive practices by misleading consumers about how safe its platform is for children. Several states have also made TikTok's age rating central to their complaints against the company, including Iowa and Montana.
TikTok spokesman Alex Haurek said in a statement that it is "irresponsible for The Washington Post to publish information that was faultily redacted and then corrected by the South Carolina Attorney General's office." Haurek added that "many of these issues have already been addressed" and that TikTok "has always enforced strict policies against nudity, sexually explicit content, and solicitation."
Apple spokesman Peter Ajemian said the company does not comment on litigation related to other companies. Robert Kittle, a spokesman for South Carolina Attorney General Alan Wilson (R), declined to comment on pending litigation.
It's not immediately clear what specific material Apple was referring to in its contacts with TikTok. But portions of the complaint intended to be redacted detail numerous alleged incidents where TikTok staffers or outside observers identified issues with the company's efforts to scrub potentially mature content, including profanity and material encouraging eating disorders.
One piece of evidence the state cited: 1 out of 50 pop-up alerts the app sent to minors in the U.S. and Great Britain during a one-month period contained profanity. TikTok, South Carolina alleges, concluded that "profanity is the biggest problem" when it comes to the push notifications the app sends its youngest users.
Accountable Tech campaign associate Zamaan Qureshi said the evidence "should worry every parent, young person, lawmaker and regulator in the United States." Without more legislative action on child online safety, he said, lawsuits like the one by South Carolina have become effectively "the only accountability measures left to learn what these companies know about their products and know what kind of harm these products are causing young people."
TikTok is facing myriad legal threats in the U.S. The company is fighting a law in court that would force it to be sold or banned by Jan. 19 and a separate Justice Department lawsuit alleging it violated federal protections for children's data, in addition to the bevy of child safety complaints. The company says the divest-or-ban measure violates the constitutional rights of its more than 170 million American users and said the privacy allegations are either inaccurate or outdated.
After NPR reported on the redacted portions of the Kentucky complaint, TikTok characterized its claims as misleading and said the underlying evidence was cherry-picked by state officials. The company also chastised news outlets including The Post, which obtained a copy of the faulty complaint, for publishing information under seal. Still, the disclosures triggered blowback from lawmakers who have accused the company of endangering young users by prioritizing its profits.
Lawmakers and regulators for years have expressed concern about children and some teens accessing major social media platforms, with some pushing for access to be shut off entirely for kids up to a certain age or urging that the apps carry tobacco-style labels warning of their potential risks. In 2022, a coalition of state attorneys general urged Apple and Google to raise TikTok's age rating.
The South Carolina complaint also says TikTok sought to curry favor with political leaders as scrutiny of its child safety practices has mounted, without linking that to any claims of criminal wrongdoing. TikTok has "targeted donations to organizations across South Carolina," such as parent-teacher associations, in a bid to "leverage goodwill in lobbying efforts," state officials allege in portions of the complaint meant to be redacted.
The company also strategically sponsored an event run by the foundation of Rep. James E. Clyburn (D-South Carolina), the former House majority whip, and a southern-themed gala in D.C. in an attempt to "normalize TikTok" among legislative staff, state officials allege. Clyburn, one of the most influential Democratic legislators on Capitol Hill, was part of the small minority of House members who voted against the proposal to force a sale or ban of TikTok.
TikTok's Haurek said the donation to Clyburn's foundation was "to a 501(c)(3) organization that provides need-based scholarships to students hoping to go to college," and that a range of organizations have contributed to both it and the southern-themed gala. Spokespeople for Clyburn did not offer comment.
Some of the tactics described in the South Carolina complaint mirror those alleged by the state of Kentucky, which said that TikTok discussed enlisting creators in the state to appeal to Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Kentucky), as NPR first reported.
The company keeps "lists not only of their local donations but also stories of creators and businesses who use TikTok in the various states to use for public messaging and lobbying," the South Carolina complaint contends.
Aaron Schaffer contributed to this report.
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How to use AI to research who and what to vote for
Lengthy ballots have become adult homework. Here are some ways to use AI to help you decide who and what to vote for.
By Heather Kelly | 2024-10-31

(Clara San Millan For The Washington Post)


As a general rule, you shouldn't outsource major life decisions to an AI chatbot. That includes asking one who and what you should vote for in the upcoming election.
However, there are ways to use AI as a research assistant when it is time to plan your vote. Modern ballots can feel like adult homework -- there's a hard deadline, and the further down you drift from the presidential race, the more research and reading you will need to do.
There are 159 state ballot measures in the United States this election. In Denver, a ballot could include 26 measures and 31 candidate races, according to Ballotpedia. The group's ballot lookup tools estimate it could take up to 114 minutes to fill out. In Portland, Oregon, there are 30 candidates for some city council positions. It's a lot to dig through.
If used with appropriate caution and specific techniques, can AI be a helpful tool for figuring out who and what to vote for as Election Day nears? I tried it out on the eight-page San Francisco ballot and talked to experts. Here's what we learned.
ChatGPT told me Joe Biden is a likely candidate for president and did not list Kamala Harris. That's because, like most popular chatbots, it's trained on older data and can give misleading information. Some chatbots do scour current information, but they are still less useful than a Google search, where you can clearly see the sources.
Another quirk we came across while testing AI on voting research was that it easily gave recommendations on ways to vote. For example, we asked OpenAI's ChatGPT to make a list of major races with recommendations in San Francisco. It confidently gave voting recommendations for the board of supervisors, the board of education and key ballot propositions. These were not based on any knowledge about our own leanings or beliefs, but some were linked to local news sources, a single local voters' guide and Ballotpedia.
OpenAI told us it has put safeguards in place to prevent recommendations for specific candidates or measures. It is still fine-tuning them, it said.
Perhaps the biggest weak spot for AI when it comes to an election is the unreliable source material.
"Figuring out who to vote for is all about fishing through a giant pile of lies and half truths and exaggerations, and that's the one thing I wouldn't trust AI to do," said Simon Willison, a programmer and independent AI researcher in Northern California. "AI models believe what you tell them which usually is very useful, but means their utility collapses if you start feeding them lies."
It's almost too easy to get AI to spit out bad, misguided answers. Instead, we can try to get something useful out of the technology with a little elbow grease.

Asked on Oct. 30 who was running for president, OpenAI's free version of ChatGPT said Joe Biden was running for reelection but didn't list Kamala Harris as a presidential candidate. Many chatbots are trained on older information. 


In Ohio, there is only one state ballot measure, but its title is 940 words long and it's written at an 18th-grade level, according to Ballotpedia. The nonpartisan ballot-tracking group found the average reading levels for titles and summaries of ballot measures across the country were college level. Making them easier to digest could mean more people vote on them.
"When ballot measures are hard to understand, people are less likely to vote on them. It's called voter roll-off," says Ryan Byrne, managing editor of the Ballots Team at Ballotpedia.
We pasted the full title of Ohio Issue 1 into multiple chatbots and asked them to summarize it, turn it into a bulleted list, and rephrase it at a 5th-grade reading level. You can also ask AI to read measures and look for jargon, weasel words or biased language. While the results are easier to digest, experts warn against taking any ballot questions and descriptions at face value. They are not necessarily written to be objective so you should seek out additional sources.
Instead of relying on an AI chatbot to find reliable information, collect your own primary sources and upload as many as possible. Depending on the tools, you can paste in text or upload text files like PDFs. The chatbots can help you digest all that information and make heads or tails of it.
"Voting is about making informed decisions, and the amount of information you need to make those decisions is massive," Willison said.
For example, you can find the original text of ballot measures, as many local voter guides as possible, trustworthy local news stories, and summaries of specific measures from sites such as Ballotpedia. If you're curious about the money behind measures or candidates, you can download CSVs of funding data from a site like OpenSecrets.org.
Depending on the AI tool, you can drop in links or upload PDFs. You can ask a chatbot to make a comparison table for each of the major questions on your ballot, or just a chart of where each guide stands and a summary of pros and cons. The more information and specific guidance you give the AI, the better your results. Don't just settle for the first answer, but try multiple times.
"They're not that good at reasoning, but they're way better at us at organizing and remixing information," said Benjamin Breen, an associate professor of history at the University of California in Santa Cruz.
Many chatbots have added guardrails around election information, though you sometimes get around them with tricks like role playing ("pretend you're a professional voting adviser named Mort") or asking the bot to reshare a censored answer.
ChatGPT had the fewest limitations in our tests. Meta's AI bot was able to give summaries of ballot measures, but it will sometimes take back its own election-related answers and replace them with a link to USA.gov. Google's Gemini declines to help with election-related content, saying "I can't help with responses on elections and political figures right now."
However, Google's NotebookLM tool works great on any large amount of information you link to or upload. Anthropic's Claude notifies users that it's only trained on data up to April 2024, but doesn't have too many guardrails. We were able to do a number of election-related tasks based on data we provided or that don't require real-time information. Breen recommends using the paid versions of these chatbots for the best results.
If you're researching candidates, you can ask an AI chatbot to illustrate their point on a specific topic with direct quotes from that politician, Willison says. Ask for a list of direct quotes competing candidates have made about reproductive health or another topic that is important to you. If there's anything that moves the needle for you, double-check that it is accurate. AI chatbots have been known to invent quotes.
Do you actually know what a comptroller does? How about the department of fish and wildlife? AI chatbots can be a safe space to ask basic questions in a conversational form and build a stronger knowledge base.
You could even spend time telling AI chatbots all about your own beliefs and political leanings, and asking which way to vote based on that information and documentation you have uploaded. Ask the chatbot to help you improve your own prompt, Breen recommends, and create a guide that organizes information like a summary, pros and cons, broader implications and a recommendation.
AI should not be your final source of information on a measure or candidate. Any piece of compelling information should be double-checked with a primary source.
Debra Cleaver, founder and CEO of nonpartisan voter registration group Vote America, recommends skipping the AI this year and doing your ballot research the old-fashioned way. Go straight to sites such as Vote.gov, Ballotpedia and other 501(c)(3) nonprofits or government sites for information.
"I don't think these things are nefarious," Cleaver says. "They're just not as accurate as search engines."
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Elon Musk says X users fight falsehoods. The falsehoods are winning.
X's crowdsourced fact-checking program, Community Notes, has been hailed as a bold idea for social media. Research shows it's failing at a crucial moment.
By Will Oremus, Trisha Thadani, Jeremy Merrill | 2024-10-30
When Elon Musk acquired Twitter in 2022, he laid off swaths of workers tasked with moderating the platform and embraced an experimental approach: asking users to fact-check one another.
Musk has touted the crowdsourcing program, called Community Notes, as "the best source of truth on the internet." But the majority of accurate fact checks proposed by users on political posts are never shown to the public, according to research from the nonprofit Center for Countering Digital Hate (CCDH) and a separate data analysis by The Washington Post -- suggesting that the feature is failing to provide a meaningful check on misinformation.
The consequences are potentially profound. False posts on the service were recently blamed by federal officials for hindering hurricane relief. And X is poised to play a prominent role in the U.S. presidential election, a race in which Musk is a major backer of Republican nominee Donald Trump and spreading unfounded claims of voter fraud -- most of which go unchallenged by his fact-checking program.
"We've always thought that one area where crowdsourcing was unlikely to work is in the increasingly tribal interpretation of news," said Gordon Crovitz, former publisher of the Wall Street Journal and co-CEO of NewsGuard, a company that tracks misinformation.
"We're living in a highly divisive era, and people on both sides are increasingly loyal to their view of facts," he said -- undermining any system, like Community Notes, that depends on users from different perspectives agreeing on political claims.
X users can volunteer to be a Community Notes contributor and, once accepted, can propose notes that debunk or add context to posts on the platform. Participants in the project vote on which notes should be attached to a post and displayed publicly. That process uses a voting algorithm that elevates only notes that receive consensus from users with a history of voting differently.

When a proposed Community Note receives enough votes from contributors who have previously disagreed it can be publicly attached to a post on X. 


The CCDH's analysis, published Wednesday, tracked how Community Notes responded to 283 posts that contained election claims identified as false or misleading by independent fact-checking organizations. The researchers studied only posts that had at least one note proposed by Community Notes contributors. More than 160,000 users have proposed notes in 2024 -- a sharp increase from last year.
On 229 of the posts, proposed Community Notes offered accurate, relevant context, the CCDH found. But votes from Community Notes users succeeded in publicly attaching notes to only 20 of those posts. For the other 209, or 91 percent, participants didn't reach a consensus under the Community Notes voting system -- and the program didn't provide any public context to the misleading claim.
That findings suggest Community Notes does a poor job of responding to falsehoods relating to politics, even when contributors correctly identify posts lacking context. Separate data analysis by The Post found that even when a Community Note is publicly added to an election-related post, the process typically takes more than 11 hours -- by which time the content may have reached millions of users.
Only 7.4 percent of notes proposed in 2024 that related to the election were ever shown -- and that proportion has dropped even further in October, to just 5.7 percent.
"Community Notes maintains a high bar to make notes effective and maintain trust across perspectives, and thousands of election and politics related notes have cleared that bar in 2024," said Keith Coleman, vice president of product at X, who oversees Community Notes. "In the last month alone, hundreds of such notes have been shown on thousands of posts and have been seen tens of millions of times. It is because of their quality that notes are so effective."
Coleman said academic research has shown that Community Notes are trusted more than conventional misinformation labels by people across the political spectrum. Researchers have also found that after a Community Note has been attached to a post, its author is roughly 80 percent more likely to delete it and other users roughly 60 percent less likely to share it, he said.
On Tuesday, X announced an update to Community Notes called Lightning Notes that the company said can push notes go live on a post in less than 15 minutes.
Despite such findings, the shortcomings of Community Notes rankle volunteers such as Marco Piani, who spend time crafting notes backed by reputable sources to fight misinformation on X. The 47-year-old physicist, who lives in Canada, has suggested notes on topics including coronavirus vaccines and diversity, equity and inclusion programs but said his proposed notes are rarely voted into public view.
He often watches misleading posts rack up hundreds of thousands of views while other Community Notes users spend days arguing over whether an accurate proposed note is necessary. "It is frustrating," Piani said. "You're trying to set the record straight on basic facts, and essentially it is lost like tears in the rain."
Piani joined Community Notes a few years ago when it was initially launched under the name Birdwatch, before Musk acquired Twitter. Musk changed much about the platform when he took over but embraced the project, renaming it Community Notes within days. The entrepreneur positioned it as part of his mission to restore "truth" and "free speech" to a social network he said had been tilted to favor left-wing views, echoing claims from conservative lawmakers.
Posts by Republican politicians are four times more likely than those from Democrats to have a proposed Community Note approved, according to a Post analysis. That's despite more notes being proposed on posts from Democrats overall, largely because of the huge number of notes on accounts associated with President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris.
Although researchers who study social platforms have praised Birdwatch/Community Notes as a fresh idea in content moderation, experts on online misinformation have long argued that crowdsourced fact-checking could supplement but not replace traditional moderation by professional employees. At X, Musk has reduced conventional moderation by laying people off and welcoming back accounts previously banned for repeatedly spreading harmful misinformation.
"The test of any system is, how does it work in practice?" CCDH CEO Imran Ahmed said of the nonprofit's analysis of Community Notes. "What we found was that, in practice, it is not working."
The power of misinformation on X has become undeniable. Last month, posts on the platform, including by Republican vice-presidential nominee JD Vance, helped propel the unsubstantiated claim that Haitian migrants were eating residents' pets in Springfield, Ohio, to national attention. After Trump repeated the falsehood in the September presidential debate, life in Springfield was upended by bomb threats against schools.

This false post, which was labeled by The Post, with millions of views helped spread untrue claims about migrants to millions. Well-sourced fact checks proposed by contributors to Community Notes didn't receive enough votes to be publicly displayed. 


Researchers at NewsGuard determined the claim originated in a small, private Facebook group. A Post analysis found that it spread among conservatives after being amplified on X by a verified, anonymous account called End Wokeness with 3.1 million followers. The account did not respond to a request for comment.
The false post went unchallenged by Community Notes users for four days, until one contributor proposed a note pointing out that police and city officials had debunked the claim. It cited five articles and forum posts, but the note didn't get enough votes to be publicly attached to the post.
As of Wednesday, the status of the proposed note was still "needs more ratings," making it visible only to registered Community Notes contributors. The End Wokeness post remained on X without any fact check and had been reshared 20,000 times and viewed some 5 million times.
One of the X users most often targeted with proposed Community Notes is the project's loudest champion, Musk.
In July, he shared a video that manipulated Harris's voice to make it sound like she had made disparaging comments. "This is amazing," Musk wrote, adding a laughter emoji.
The post received at least 25 proposed Community Notes stating that the video was not authentic. But 24 other proposed notes countered that no context was needed, often arguing that the post was clearly satire. No note has been approved to be shown on the post, which as of Wednesday had 243,000 reshares and 136.6 million views.
About 1 in 10 of Musk's posts have received proposed notes, and some critics of his stewardship of X have speculated he may have rigged Community Notes to be more lenient to his account. The Post's analysis suggests this is false: Notes were publicly shown on 24 of Musk's tweets this year, just under 4 percent of those that received proposed notes and a rate only slightly less than average for prominent X users.

This manipulated video of vice president Kamala Harris posted by Elon Musk, owner of X, which was labeled by The Post, received more than 130 million views. Contributors to Community Notes disagreed about whether to add additional context. No context was added. Musk did not respond to a request for comment. 


Aditya Rao, 34, a start-up founder in Argentina, said he votes on Community Notes at least two or three times a day and recently started proposing his own. It can be frustrating to see misinformation spread while users argue about whether a note is needed, he said.
But Rao would prefer to have a diverse posse of users policing the platform instead of a centralized team within the company, to reduce bias. "I don't think there is a better way," he said. "Free speech ... is messy. And I think this is the only way to do it."
Some data suggests Community Notes is getting messier and potentially more frustrating for contributors. Only 79,000 of the more than 900,000 notes users wrote in 2024 have been shown publicly, and the success rate is going down, from about 10 percent last year to 8.6 percent this year, The Post found.
Alex Mahadevan, director of MediaWise, a digital media literacy program of the nonprofit Poynter Institute, said the ingenious system could work well as part of a broader moderation program -- but not as X's primary bulwark against falsehoods.
"It's essentially ineffective," Mahadevan said. "I mean it really just does not work."
The Post analyzed data from X's public dataset of Community Notes through Oct. 27, 2024. Notes were categorized as relating to politics if they included any of the terms Biden, Kamala, Harris, Trump, vote or elect. The proportion of notes rated "helpful" by contributor votes and shown to all X users was based on notes shown as of Oct. 27, 2024, and excluded those that had been shown but later taken down because voting patterns changed.
Community Notes data published by X doesn't include full information about the underlying posts. X post data was obtained from the National Conference on Citizenship for Republican and Democratic politicians, campaigns, organizations and party officials on a list maintained by The Post. The average rate of posts with a Community Note that was eventually shown was calculated using a large database of tweets from prominent X accounts, mostly focused on politics, that had at least 10 tweets with proposed notes.
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After 45 years, Des Moines kids can trick-or-treat on Halloween
Halloween-themed festivities in Des Moines usually take place on Oct. 30, in a "Beggars' Night" tradition dating to 1940 with an exception in 1978. This year, it changes.
By Jennifer Hassan | 2024-10-31

Trick-or-treaters prepare for Beggars' Night in Des Moines in 1946. (State Historical Society of Iowa - Des Moines)


This Halloween, children in Des Moines get an unexpected treat:  They get to go door-knocking for candy on Oct. 31.
Unlike in the rest of the United States, Halloween-themed festivities in Iowa's capital city and surrounding suburbs usually take place each year on Oct. 30 -- a tradition known as Beggars' Night, officially introduced in 1940 as city officials attempted to clamp down on vandalism that occurred on Halloween.
This year, city officials moved Beggars' Night from Wednesday to Thursday, citing a forecast of severe storms. Almost all of the suburban cities in the Des Moines metro area followed suit, pushing this year's trick-or-treating activities to Thursday, Des Moines Assistant City Manager Jen Schulte said in an email to The Washington Post.
The move sparked debate over whether the age-old tradition should be abolished so that locals can enjoy the festivities in keeping with the rest of the nation.

Trick-or-treaters examine their loot in Des Moines in 1956. (State Historical Society of Iowa - Des Moines)


The idea of Beggars' Night was first floated in 1938, after Des Moines police received 550 calls on Halloween night reporting preteens and teenagers throwing bricks and starting fires, said Leo Landis, a curator at the State Historical Society of Iowa, in a phone interview.
In a bid to curb the violence, city officials came up with a solution: Oct. 30 would become Beggars' Night, when children would be allowed to go door-to-door under adult supervision. To receive a treat, they would have to perform a trick, like telling a joke or reciting a riddle or poem. Oct. 31, meanwhile, would be reserved for adult and family festivities like parties in the home.
Landis said the general thinking behind the custom was: "If we have Beggars' Night on the 30th, then we know if people are out on the 31st, they're probably up to things that are not socially acceptable."
He said that for decades most people in Des Moines have respected the tradition, only knocking on doors where lights are on during Beggars' Night and not venturing out to trick-or-treat on Oct. 31.
Landis noted that since Beggars' Night was introduced, there has only been one other exception before now. Des Moines held trick-or-treating on Oct. 31 in 1978. The area suburbs, he said, "were not pleased with the shift and held their trick-or-treating on October 30." Des Moines returned to trick-or-treating on Oct. 30 the following year.
According to the State Historical Society of Iowa, the plan worked: "By the mid-1940s, the number of Halloween police calls had been cut in half," the agency said.
Landis explained that other parts of the United States created their own versions of Beggars' Night in the 1930s, particularly in a bid to "reduce mischief," though the movement was eventually dropped, leaving Des Moines "unique" in continuing to uphold it, Landis said.
In recent years, some people have expressed frustration that Beggars' Night sometimes falls on a weeknight, resulting in tired, sugared-up children turning up at school the next day. In a recent newsletter, Schulte, the Des Moines city official, noted that this year, some communities opted to move it to the Saturday before Halloween "in an effort to steer trick or treating away from a school night."
Officials will conduct a post-Halloween survey to see if the city should consider steering future Beggars' Night festivities away from a school night, Schulte added.
When it comes to Beggars' Night, locals have mixed feelings. Landis said it would "be a shame" to end the tradition due to its "deep history."
"As a native Iowan, a native central Iowan -- it really is something that makes us unique in United States culture," he said, "and the more we can keep things that make us distinct in some circumstances is kind of a great piece of Midwestern culture."
Kelly Price, who moved to Des Moines with her family in 2010, feels differently. As a lifelong Halloween lover, she found it "the oddest thing" when her husband said they needed to take their son trick-or-treating the day before Halloween.
"It seemed completely ridiculous to me," she said in a Facebook message Wednesday. Price said that while she understands the historical significance of Beggars' Night, the city should have eventually returned to celebrating Halloween on Oct. 31: "Ok I get it, let's get things under control, but then let's get back to normal," she said.
Price, a mother of two, said her boys "grew up super confused when the actual day of Halloween came," adding that on Oct. 31, she would continue to celebrate the occasion at home with special snacks and movies.
"We will all be celebrating this year as it's on the REAL day," she said. "Halloween celebrated on Halloween, what a concept!"
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For Halloween, a beauty pageant: The contestants are bats
Thousands of people have cast their votes to decide which small toothy winged creature is the best looking among the contestants.
By Cathy Free | 2024-10-31

Hoary Potter, a hoary bat from Oregon, made it to the final round of this year's Bat Beauty Contest hosted by the Bureau of Land Management. (Emma Busk)


When you think about a beautiful animal, bats might not immediately come to mind.
But for five years running, Thousands of people have cast their votes to decide which small toothy winged creature is the best looking among the contestants chosen by the Bureau of Land Management. Competitors have included bats named Sir Flaps-a-Lot and Batt Damon.
This year, the Bat Beauty Contest has come down to Hoary Potter, part of the hoary species called "The George Clooney of the bat world," pitted against Lestat, a western small-footed bat from Idaho named after a character in "The Vampire Chronicles" books. The winner will be announced on Halloween.
Competition is stiff -- and furry.
"Hoary potter just looks like the sweetest little donut, so I'll vote for him! Tough choice though," one person commented on Facebook. Several people note it looks like he has a lightning bolt scar on his forehead like the fictional Harry Potter. 
"Lestat has to win. He's just so fluffy," wrote another person.
Bats have long been portrayed as creepy and scary. If they infest your home it can be a nightmare. So what makes a bat beautiful?
"With its distinct salt-and-pepper coloration and luscious glossy fur, the hoary bat may just be the George Clooney of the bat world," according to Bat Conservation International.
The bats in the beauty contest are primarily from western states, where the Bureau of Land Management oversees 245 million acres.

Sir Flaps-a-Lot is a Townsend's big-eared bat from Utah. (Kyle Voyles)


"Our work on behalf of bats is incredibly important given that more than 60 percent of all bat species in the United States have habitat on BLM lands," said Brad Jost, a wildlife biologist with the agency.
Regional land management offices collect favorite bat photos taken by the agency's wildlife experts and submit them every autumn to the national office, where they are narrowed to eight finalists. The photos are posted on social media between Oct. 24 and 30, until voters winnow the field to two finalists.
The two bats who were eliminated this week in the final four were Robert Battinson, a myotis bat from Arizona and Honey Bunches of MyOtis, a long-eared myotis bat.
People are often afraid of bats because of their link to diseases such as Ebola and rabies and their association with myths about demons and vampires.
But the creatures of the night are also important to the environment. They pollinate fruit, disperse seeds, eat mosquitos and protect crops from pests, experts say.

Emma Busk snapped this photo of Honey Bunches of MyOtis, a long-eared myotis bat, in Oregon. (Emma Busk)


"During this time of year, bats are portrayed as frightening when there is really no reason to be afraid of them," said Jeanne Panfely, social media lead for the BLM's Oregon/Washington state office. "They're an essential part of our natural world."
Emma Busk, a BLM wildlife technician from Oregon, said she was elated when the photos she'd snapped in the field of Hoary Potter and Honey Bunches made it to this year's final rounds.

Emma Busk's photo of William ShakespEAR won first place in last year's BLM Halloween beauty contest. (Emma Busk)


Busk's bat won the beauty contest last year with her photo of William ShakespEAR, a Townsend's big-eared bat. Another Oregon bat, a canyon bat named Barbara, won the crown in 2022.
"So we're going for a three-peat this year," Busk said. "I've always loved bats, and this is a great way to draw attention to how beneficial they are."
Because bats are misunderstood creatures, the contest helps to dispel myths and showcase their fascinating lives, she said. She collects data on bat species in Oregon every summer to help track their populations and habitat.

Batlor Swift, a western small-footed myotis bat from Idaho. (Bruce Hallman)


Busk said hoary bat populations are in decline because the animals frequently collide with wind turbines during long-distance migrations. "It's a substantial problem," she said, explaining that thousands of bats are killed every year.
She and other BLM wildlife biologists hope that by highlighting bats in the contest, people will be inspired to learn more about them.
For example, bats are not blind and have vision that is fine-tuned to low light conditions, Busk said.
There are more than 1,400 species of bats worldwide, with less than 1 percent carrying rabies, she said, but people tend to focus on the stigma around them instead of the good they do.

Lestat, a western small-footed bat from Idaho, made it to the final round in this year's bat beauty contest. (Bruce Hallman /Bruce Hallman)


"Bats play a huge role in agricultural pest control for farmers," Busk said. "They keep insects in check and are actually great neighbors."
Even if she doesn't take home top honors this Halloween, Busk said she'll be happy with the outcome.
"I took the photo of Hoary Potter, but all bats are the real winners," she said.
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Gun death rates in some U.S. states comparable to conflict zones, study finds
The Commonwealth Fund found that the rate of firearms deaths in Mississippi is nearly twice that of Haiti, an impoverished nation stricken by gang violence.
By Rachel Pannett | 2024-10-31

Shell casings are seen alongside articles of clothing in the aftermath of a shooting in which multiple people were shot with at least one person killed last year in D.C. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 


The rate of firearms deaths in several U.S. states is similar to places around the world that are battling civil unrest or bloody gang wars, a new report shows.
The report, published Wednesday by the Commonwealth Fund, an independent research group, found that the overall rate of firearms deaths in Mississippi was nearly twice that of Haiti, an impoverished Caribbean nation where violent gangs control large swaths of the country and whose president was assassinated by gunmen in 2021.
Mississippi, Louisiana and Alabama also had higher firearms death rates than Mexico, where rival drug cartels are engaged in bloody conflict. Montana's death rate from guns was higher than in Colombia, where drug trafficking is rife.
Wyoming, Arizona and Oklahoma all ranked above Brazil. Suburban New Jersey had a higher gun death rate than Nicaragua, Mali and Djibouti.
In June, U.S. Surgeon General Vivek H. Murthy declared gun violence a public health crisis -- putting it on a par with a 1960s warning on the lethal consequences of cigarette smoking.
The latest report illustrates "just how bad gun violence has gotten in the U.S. and how it's something we should be talking about far more than we do," said Evan Gumas, a research associate at the Commonwealth Fund and a co-author of the report.
"The fact that the U.S. ranks among countries that are involved in some form of conflict (whether that be civil war, general unrest, drug/arms trafficking etc.) is really startling, and even more so when we look at where U.S. states compare on the global scale," he said in an email to The Washington Post. "I do think many Americans would be surprised by how similar our rates are to those in the world's conflict zones."
The report was based on data from the 2021 Global Burden of Disease study, which provides an in-depth look at mortality and disability across countries, and the latest 2022 mortality data from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
Researchers defined firearm mortality in the study as an aggregate of physical violence by firearm, self-harm by firearm and unintentional firearm injuries.
So far this year, there have been 24 mass killings with guns in the United States, according to a tracker published by The Washington Post, which defines a "mass killing" as an event in which four or more people died, not including the perpetrators.
Globally, the United States ranks in the 93rd percentile for overall firearm mortality, the 92nd percentile for firearm mortality among children and teenagers, and the 96th percentile for firearm mortality among women, the report found.
U.S. states have a higher firearm mortality rate than most other countries in the world. Rates of self-harm are also much higher. Black, American Indian and Alaska Native people experience the highest rates of any racial or ethnic group.
Previous studies have compared firearm mortality in the United States with other high-income countries and showed consistently higher U.S. death rates.
The aim of the latest report, Gumas said, was to highlight how the United States compares to countries that aren't in its usual wealthy cohort -- such as Belize, which is plagued by bouts of civil unrest and has one of the highest per capita homicide rates in the world.
"I think Americans recognize that we of course don't compare to a lot of the high-income countries we typically compare ourselves to," Gumas said. "But I don't think they would expect us to compare to many of the countries that we do compare to like the Dominican Republic, Belize, or Haiti."
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Gun violence has shaped the lives of Sandy Hook survivors. Now, they're old enough to vote.
Six college students, far removed from the day 26 people were shot to death in their Connecticut elementary school, choose to try to impact the gun-control debate rather than forget.

By Kim Bellware | 2024-10-30
It was barely two weeks into Ella Seaver's freshman year of college when her phone buzzed with an alert that made the 19-year-old's heart sink. A school shooting in Winder, Georgia, several people already dead.
In an instant, Seaver understood how the shooting survivors' future was about to shift: They might no longer walk into a classroom carefree and toss down their backpack at any seat they wish. Instead, every new room will be scanned for the nearest exit and the best place to hide. The innocuous sounds of life -- a sharp clap of hands or a water bottle clattering to the floor -- will make them jump.
"Every time I see a school shooting, my first and second thought is: 'Now there are more kids like me,'" Seaver told The Washington Post.
Seaver was 7 years old when she survived the 2012 massacre at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Connecticut, where a gunman wielding an AR-style rifle killed 20 children and six adults.
In the years since Sandy Hook, there have been a lot more kids like Seaver. More than 383,000 students have experienced gun violence at their schools since the 1999 shooting at Columbine High School, according to a Washington Post analysis.
For the majority of their lives, the Sandy Hook survivors have grown up with the frustrating reality that little around gun control has changed, even as the death toll from gun violence, particularly among children, rises apace.

Roses with images of the Sandy Hook shooting victims dot a utility pole in Newtown, Connecticut, in December 2012. (Lisa Wiltse/Corbis/Getty Images)



People gather at a makeshift memorial near the elementary school on Dec. 15, 2012, a day after the shooting. (Mario Tama/Getty Images)


Six survivors from Sandy Hook, now ages 18 and 19, spoke to The Washington Post about how the shooting still influences the trajectory of their lives as they enter adulthood and gear up to become leaders in the next generation of gun violence prevention efforts. First up: voting in their first-ever presidential election.
Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump diverge sharply in their approach to gun control, a high-stakes dynamic for an election that will shape leadership around gun violence prevention for the next four years, or more.
"There is one candidate who is clearly pro-gun control, and one candidate who is not," said survivor Matt Holden, now 18 and a freshman at George Washington University. "I can guarantee that somebody out there -- somebody's child, brother or sister or mother or father -- somebody is going to lose a loved one that they shouldn't have lost, all because the wrong person came into office."
Energized over casting their first presidential ballots, the students are supporting Harris in November; several of those who spoke to The Post met Harris earlier this year, before she became the Democratic nominee, to discuss their experiences. And while their political views are hardly monolithic, they agree that a goal of the next iteration of the gun-control movement should be to extricate what they define as a safety issue from the realm of partisan politics.
According to a Pew Research poll from July, 61 percent of Americans believe it's too easy to legally obtain a gun; the poll found that nearly the same share, 58 percent, want stricter gun laws.
"The country is so caught up in seeing guns as this political debate, when this isn't a political problem -- it's a human problem," Seaver said. The issue has become so politically polarized that seeing eye to eye "doesn't even look like an option."
No one expects overnight change from a single election, but the prospect of voting has given Grace Fischer a fresh sense of hope.
"It's so different because I feel like now that I'm 18, I'm involved," Fischer said. "Obviously, when I was 16, 17, I was doing, like, the most I could. But really being able to vote is just a different level of opportunity."
Six- and 7-year-olds during the shooting, the students have spent most of their lives in what they call the protective bubble of Newtown. Their parents urged them to grasp what threads of normalcy they could from a childhood shredded by unspeakable violence. For years, they kept a low profile, outside a few interviews and charity events to honor their slain classmates.
In their final semesters of high school, the survivors joined the Junior Newtown Action Alliance, a student club focused on activism and education around gun violence prevention. Their experiences as survivors whose classmates and teachers were killed led to their first major interview in June, a sit-down with "Good Morning America" ahead of their high school graduation, set with 20 empty chairs.

Grace Fischer, 18, a freshman at Hamilton College in Clinton, New York, will vote for president for the first time. "Young voters can make or break this election," she said. "I'm excited to see what this generation can do." (Heather Ainsworth for The Washington Post)



A photo on the desk in Grace Fischer's dorm room serves as a reminder that she survived the shooting. (Heather Ainsworth for The Washington Post)


That same week, several students went to Washington, where they met with members of Congress and were invited to the White House to meet with Harris, who oversees the first White House Office of Gun Violence Prevention.
While the students said ABC anchor George Stephanopoulos and Harris were eager to hear their stories and described the vice president as genuine, knowledgeable and comforting, some talks on Capitol Hill left them frustrated.
Fischer in particular recalls staff for Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Florida) being resistant to the students' message -- "like they didn't want anything to do with it and were kind of sitting there, almost waiting for us to be done talking."
"That got me riled up," Fischer said. "It brought out a whole different character in me. It made me want to get on this issue because, how can people sit here and listen to our stories and not acknowledge anything from it?"
No lawmakers were outright rude, the students said, but some felt that Republicans regarded the survivors as little more than gun-grabbing activists. Regular people being allowed to have handguns and hunting rifles isn't the problem, they said; it's civilian possession of military-style weapons like the Bushmaster AR-style rifle used to killed their classmates.
The congressional meetings left Holden with the sense that lawmakers beholden to the money and influence of the gun lobby benefit by keeping the true toll of gun violence an arm's-length abstraction.
"These lawmakers do so much to alienate themselves from the actual violence, the actual loss. They take money from the NRA and vote down every law that could actually make a difference," Holden said. "It's easier to say 'thoughts and prayers' and then shut us out and move on."
At the White House, the survivors found Harris to be an open and engaged listener, asking them questions and discussing solutions -- with a dash of life advice.
"We told her our stories and she listened to us -- really listened," Holden said. "After that, she talked to us not as if we were kids. Some lawmakers talked to us like we were kids just [at the Capitol] for show."
His Sandy Hook classmate Henry Terifay, 18, has generally hung back from rallies and marches but continues to look for ways he can share his story to honor the memory of Chase Kowalski, his 7-year-old best friend who was killed at Sandy Hook and whose name he has tattooed on his shoulder. He joined the June cohort and left Washington impressed by Harris.
The Harris meeting "gave me more confidence than I'm used to when people just say, 'Oh, we're going to fix it,'" Terifay said. Harris "gave more than, 'I'll try, guys.'"

Henry Terifay got a tattoo in 2022 to honor his best friend, Chase Kowalski, who was killed in the shooting. Terifay said the artist refused payment and said it was "an honor" to help preserve Kowalski's memory. (Lisa Terifay)


"If you at all care about gun control and keeping kids safe in school, it shouldn't even be a question of who would give us the better chance to fix this," Terifay added. "Trump had a full term of being president, and I didn't see anything happen. I didn't get any emails from him."
Going off to college marked the first time the survivors are living outside Newtown and entering the world of students whose hometowns are not synonymous with a school shooting that made even the president weep. 
Holden's mother gave him a pillow emblazoned with "From Sandy Hook to George Washington," a piece of dorm room decor that caught stares by his second day on campus. Visitors to his room would see the pillow and gawk, Holden said. He asked if they had questions, already knowing what his answers would be: "Yes, I'm from Sandy Hook. Yes, I was there."
The students don't shy away from discussing their experiences at Sandy Hook, but first-time revelations can be awkward. When Terifay shared a People magazine issue featuring the Sandy Hook survivors for part of a class project, "the whole mood kind of changed," he said. "No one asked questions after that."
For all the external curiosity and awkwardness when classmates realize who they are, among themselves, the survivors are understanding in new ways how their experiences have made them different from their peers.

Lilly Wasilnak, left, and Ella Seaver attend their high school graduation in June. For the ceremony, 20 empty chairs commemorated the children who would have graduated with them. (Courtesy of Ella Seaver)


At the sound of screaming outside Holden's dorm room one day in early September, he jumped up and raced down five flights of stairs.
"I was like, 'God, why is this screaming going on? Is it a shooting outside?'" Holden recalled. "We're always going to be a little more alert, a little bit more jumpy, because it's always been at the forefront of our minds that if it happened once, it can happen again."
Outside, Holden saw the source of the shrieks coming from the park, where someone had set up an inflatable bounce house.
That same month, Fischer went through a mental checklist to steel herself to join friends at an outdoor concert to see Pitbull. She mapped in her head where she would run if there was a commotion. She had to tamp down anxieties that she was taking a risk by being in a large outdoor crowd, like the victims of the 2017 Route 91 Harvest festival shooting in Las Vegas.
"I'm 18, and I just went to my first concert ever in my life," Fischer said. "It was a big step for me."
The triggers and survivor's guilt have been a part of their lives for years now. But choosing a major in college has brought reminders of the ambitions they had before the shooting.
"Knowing 7-year-old Ella, she would have been a marine biologist, or maybe something in art," Seaver said. By the time she was 8, Seaver shifted to wanting to be a therapist, to help trauma survivors like herself.
Holden and his Sandy Hook classmate Emma Ehrens, 18, both wanted to be teachers. Holden is now interested in politics, Ehrens in legal affairs.
"I really, really wanted to be a teacher because of my second-grade teacher after Sandy Hook, who basically made sure that every one of her students was okay," said Ehrens, one of 11 children from Classroom 10 who survived after the gunman killed five of their classmates and two teachers.
The year after the shooting, Ehrens said her teacher Abbey Clements "let me cling to her" and despite dealing with her own trauma, answered Ehrens's questions: Where are my teachers? Where are my friends? Why did this happen?
But as Ehrens grew older, the march of school shootings seemed "never ending." She had wanted to teach first grade and envisioned her future students when she struggled to contemplate an impossible set of what-ifs.
"What happens if someone comes into my first-grade classroom? As a teacher, what do I do? Do I protect them? Like my teacher tried to protect us?" Ehrens said.
The chilling prospect of having to risk her life to save her students eventually outweighed the pros of teaching. Letting go of that dream, Ehrens said, was painful. The day she told her mother she no longer wanted to be a teacher, Ehrens said, she cried.
For all the ways the survivors' lives have been touched by the Sandy Hook shooting, they have a striking lack of self-pity over its long-lasting effects. They also understand the degree to which they remain associated with Sandy Hook as adults is a choice.
No one would blame them for sidestepping activism and diving head first into a new life on a college campus where no one knows their story. But the survivors who spoke to The Post feel a sense of duty to honor the memories of the victims. The bonds of love and friendship with their slain classmates have proved stronger than the pull of apathy and frustration.
Ehrens considers herself lucky to be in college, studying what she wishes, having fun with her friends. Meanwhile, her fallen classmates are frozen in time, "forever 6, 7, 8" years old, she said.

Shooting survivor Emma Ehrens attends Roger Williams University in Bristol, Rhode Island. Ehrens at first wanted to become a teacher but is now interested in legal affairs. (Jesse Burke for The Washington Post)


As time has worn on, Ehrens said one of the hardest parts of surviving has also been the forgetting. She doesn't remember a lot of what happened in Classroom 10, other than leaving -- something she sees as her brain protecting her from the horror of the moment. But gone, too, are the sharper memories of her friends who died, like Avielle Richman, Jesse Lewis or James Mattioli. She keeps a framed photo of her and Avielle from childhood, but she now struggles to remember the sound of her friend's voice.
Most of all, the survivors are driven to be the generation that can curb American gun violence to spare other people from experiences like their own, something they said they would never wish on anyone.
Trying to move on without creating change would be impossible -- like her best friend died in vain, said survivor Lilly Wasilnak, 18.
"Honestly, I'm doing it for the safety of my own kids, because there's no way I could raise children with a sound mind in this country, knowing that I could send them to school and never get them back," Wasilnak said.
The survivors are now old enough to where their worry about school shootings has transferred from them and their siblings to the children they might have in the future. But to make the country safer by the time they become parents, they acknowledge some strategies in the gun violence prevention movement must change.
Holden notes that despite the intense activism since such major shootings in Newtown; Parkland, Florida; and Oxford, Michigan, there have been no new federal laws.
"There's been so little change that it's hard to deny that there is something we're just not doing right here," Holden said.

Thousands of pairs of shoes outside the U.S. Capitol in 2018 represent the children who have been killed by gun violence since the shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary School in 2012. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)


They have no illusions that marches and rallies alone will lead to new laws or redefine attitudes like those of Trump running-mate Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio), who called school shootings a "fact of life" following the Apalachee High School killings in Georgia as he rejected stricter gun laws in favor of stronger school security.
The path to change will be hands on, hard work. As for their role, the survivors know the power of their stories, having seen the way person-to-person appeals can change minds. They have accepted that lawmakers can more easily ignore petitions and protests than they can a human survivor with a story to share.
They also accept the reality that they may well be sharing their stories, and revisiting their worst day ever, for the rest of their lives. And while dismissive lawmakers can stoke a fire of defiance, the survivors readily admit they are as motivated as they are desperate. In separate conversations, several used the same word to describe what they would do with a captive policymaker:
Beg.
"There's a large part of me that, at this point, I would get down on my knees and beg," Seaver said. "We're so desperate. Plain and simple: I'm begging for my life."
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Live Briefing: IDF hits north Gaza's last functioning hospital, officials say; U.S. envoys visit Israel
Israel attacked Kamal Adwan Hospital, Gaza authorities said. White House officials Amos Hochstein and Brett McGurk are in Israel to meet with top leaders.
By Frances Vinall, Victoria Bisset, Heba Farouk Mahfouz , Bryan Pietsch, Lior Soroka, Kareem Fahim, Mohamad  El Chamaa, Hazem  Balousha, Loveday Morris, Steve Hendrix, John Hudson | 2024-10-31
Israeli forces attacked Kamal Adwan Hospital on Thursday, one of the last functioning medical facilities in northern Gaza, health officials reported.
Gaza's Health Ministry said the Israeli military targeted a floor containing the remaining medicines and medical supplies, while the hospital's director, Hossam Abu Safiya, told The Washington Post that the attack injured four people and put the dialysis department out of service.
The Israel Defense Forces, which announced earlier this week that it had withdrawn from Kamal Adwan, said it was reviewing reports of an attack at the hospital on Thursday.
Seven people were killed in northern Israel in a rocket attack from Lebanon, Israeli officials said. The dead included four foreign workers, Israel's foreign minister said.
Amos Hochstein and Brett McGurk, senior White House officials, met in Israel with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Defense Minister Yoav Gallant, two Israeli officials said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss the schedules. State Department spokesman Matthew Miller said they planned to discuss "a diplomatic resolution" in Lebanon.
CIA Director William J. Burns met with Egyptian President Abdel Fatah El-Sisi in Cairo and discussed efforts to reach a cease-fire and hostage-release deal in Gaza, the president's office said.
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At Taiwan Pride, love and queer culture shine
An illustrated celebration of love at Taiwan Pride.
By Josh Chen, Ya Wen Li | 2024-10-31
Queer Taipei residents often refer to the last weekend of October as "gay Christmas" because Halloween and Pride happen at the same time. The parade is the largest of its kind in East Asia, attracting hundreds of thousands of people from around the world.
This year's celebration marks five years since Taiwan became the first country in Asia to legalize same-sex marriage. Artist Ya Wen Li, 33, attended Taiwan's 22nd annual parade Saturday to capture the spirit of the celebration and reflect on what LGBTQ life on the island means to her on this anniversary.
"I can really feel how far we've come," Li says. "The atmosphere is different. There's a deeper acceptance, a willingness to talk about LGBTQ+ issues that wasn't as visible before. It feels like we're not just celebrating but also creating lasting change in the fabric of society."
Quotes in the comic have been edited and condensed for clarity.




































Art direction by Josh Chen. Editing by Reem Akkad and Hannah Good. Design editing by Christine Ashack and Joseph Moore. Copy editing by Nora Simon.
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Typhoon Kong-rey makes landfall in Taiwan with high winds, heavy rain
The storm, said to be the largest typhoon to hit Taiwan in 30 years, caused damage even before making landfall.
By Pei-Lin  Wu, Vic Chiang, Vivian Ho, Ian Livingston | 2024-10-31

Typhoon Kong-rey made landfall Oct. 31 in Taiwan after authorities closed schools, offices and highways.


KAOHSIUNG, Taiwan -- The largest typhoon to hit Taiwan in 30 years made landfall in the country's southeast on Thursday, bringing heavy rain and power cuts and prompting mass evacuations.
Typhoon Kong-rey arrived at 1:40 p.m. local time in Taitung, according to Taiwan's Central Weather Administration. At one point a super typhoon, Kong-rey weakened slightly overnight but was still equivalent to a Category 4 hurricane. With a storm radius of nearly 200 miles -- spanning almost the length of Taiwan -- Kong-rey swept east to west.

In this photo released by Hualien County Fire Department, police check a blown roof destroyed by the wind of Typhoon Kong-rey in eastern Taiwan on Thursday. (AP)


Kong-rey left Taiwan at 6:40 p.m. local time from Yunlin off the west coast, having lost much of its strength, authorities said.
At least one person died as a result of the typhoon, the island's National Fire Agency said Thursday. A 56-year-old woman in a truck was killed by collapsing trees, and 205 others were injured, the agency said. Two Czech tourists have taken shelter in a tent at the mountainous Taroko National Park in Hualien, with teams working on a rescue strategy, the Fire Agency said.
Thirteen cities and counties in Taiwan had evacuated more than 9,600 people, according to the Interior Ministry. The military stationed 34,815 soldiers on standby, along with 3,392 vehicles and equipment, for rescue missions. More than 621,280 households lost power, but crews have restored power to more than three-quarters of those, according to the Ministry of Economic Affairs. As of 8:30 p.m., 137,121 households remained without power.
A total of 5,068 households suffered water outage during the storm, but water to 2,975 households have been restored, the ministry said.
The large storm enveloped the whole island as it made landfall, with heavy rain and flooding risk from the south to the north.
Inland flooding and landslide potential are high risks in the mountainous terrain on the Taiwanese coast. Video from Taitung County to the north of landfall shows life-threatening flash floods ripping through a neighborhood. Similar video has emerged from the country's southeast. Much of Taiwan was expected to see 6 to 12 inches of rain from the slow-moving storm. Mountainous locations could end up with more than 2 feet of rain.
Imagery from storm chasers in the area of landfall showed calm winds and breaks in the clouds in the eye of Kong-rey as it came ashore. The calm was preceded and followed by the destructive winds of the eyewall.
All cities and counties in Taiwan closed schools and offices in preparation for the storm. The Taiwan Stock Exchange also suspended operations on Thursday, citing the storm. Several highways closed; the Taiwan Railways Administration suspended train service; and the Taipei Metro announced partial route suspensions.

A collapsed archway in Banqiao District, New Taipei City, in northern Taiwan on Thursday. (AFP/Getty Images)


Most Halloween events have been canceled across the island; in Kaohsiung, a 10-day Halloween celebration that drew more than 200,000 attendees over the past five days was cut short.
By the time Kong-rey left the island, 316 international flights and 229 domestic flights had been canceled, the Ministry of Transportation said.

A man helps a motorist with a scooter in Keelung in northern Taiwan, on Thursday. (I-Hwa Cheng/AFP/Getty Images)


Live footage across Taiwan showed fast-flowing rivers and high waves along the shores. According to the country's National Science and Technology Center for Disaster Reduction, Kong-rey's peak winds reached nearly 156 mph in central Taiwan.
Even before landfall, several regions in Taiwan had reported damage. On the east coast, Hualien County saw floods and overturned trucks, and Taitung was hit with waves over 32 feet high crashing onto the shore.

This picture provided by the Hualien County Xincheng Police Station shows fallen power lines and debris on a highway in Xincheng off the east coast of Taiwan on Thursday. (AFP/Getty Images)


Kong-rey skirted the Philippines, which was reeling from landslides and flooding caused by Tropical Storm Trami days earlier. Strong winds from Kong-rey stranded 17 crew members from a Chinese cargo ship near the north coast, prompting a Taiwanese coast guard rescue on Tuesday. The vessel now poses a risk of polluting the seas, prompting authorities to set up oil containment fences in the area.
Kong-rey -- whose name comes from a mountain in Cambodia, as well as a Khmer legend -- hit Taiwan late in the year. It tied for the strongest storm to make landfall there in October, in a record dating to 1958.
Persistently warmer waters influenced by human-caused climate change are allowing storms to more rapidly strengthen and sustain high-end intensity, according to scientists.
Weakened by relatively slow movement and the mountainous terrain of Taiwan, the Joint Typhoon Warning Center forecast suggests, Kong-rey will skirt China's east coast after emerging into the Taiwan Strait as a high-end tropical storm or low-end typhoon. From there, it will probably be pulled northeast toward southern Japan as a weakening but still gusty storm.
This year marks the first time since 2008 that more than three typhoons have made landfall in Taiwan in a single year, according to the Central Weather Administration. Earlier this month, Typhoon Krathon killed four people as it passed through the south of the island.
Chiang reported from Taipei, Taiwan, Ho from London, and Livingston from Washington.
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North Korea launches new, more powerful missile in year's first ICBM test
Kim Jong Un said his regime will never stop "strengthening its nuclear force," amid widespread criticism of his decision to send troops to support Russia's war against Ukraine.
By Michelle Lee | 2024-10-31

A TV news broadcast showing file footage of a North Korean missile test at a train station in Seoul on Thursday. (Jung Yeon-Je/AFP/Getty Images)


TOKYO -- North Korea on Thursday launched a new and more powerful ballistic missile, with leader Kim Jong Un signaling his regime wanted to show the United States and South Korea that it would resist the "dangerous tightening of their nuclear alliance."
Japan's defense minister confirmed that North Korea had fired a new type of long-range ballistic weapon, adding that it reached an altitude of 4,350 miles -- significantly higher than previous launches and 17 times higher than the International Space Station.
The new missile traveled even farther than the solid-fueled Hwasong-18, tested by Pyongyang in December last year, which flew far enough to strike anywhere in the mainland United States.
North Korea has been pushing ahead with its weapons development to perfect an intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) designed to put the United States within range -- and one that could eventually carry and deliver weapons, such as nuclear warheads.
The launch near the capital, North Korea's first ICBM test this year, comes as tensions rise between Washington and Pyongyang over Kim's growing military cooperation with Russian President Vladimir Putin.
In recent months, Washington, Seoul and Tokyo have been holding joint military exercises in the Pacific Ocean aimed at strengthening their cooperation in the face of Pyongyang's nuclear threats. North Korea has long viewed these drills as hostile acts and has used them to justify its weapons development and nuclear program.

U.S. and South Korea jets staged joint aerial drills on Oct. 31 after North Korea tested an ICBM.


Kim was present at the site of the launch, which came just hours after U.S. and South Korean defense officials condemned Pyongyang's deployment of troops to Russia and days before the U.S. presidential election.
In a rare same-day statement, Kim said the launch was an "appropriate military action" as North Korea's "rivals" -- whom he did not name but by which he usually means the United States, South Korea and Japan -- had "intentionally intensified the regional situation."
This highlighted "the importance of strengthening our nuclear forces," he said, according to a statement published by the North's official Korean Central News Agency.
The United States and its allies in Europe and Asia have been raising the alarm about North Korea's growing military support for Russia. Kim has sent thousands of soldiers to be trained in Russia and some have already been deployed to help in the war against Ukraine, an unprecedented move by Kim to send his people into a combat zone far away from the Korean Peninsula.
U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin and South Korean Defense Minister Kim Yong-hyun met Wednesday for their annual defense talks at the Pentagon and condemned the North's troop deployment.
"We shared our deep concerns about the deployment of [North Korean] troops to Russia," Austin told reporters after the meeting. "We also discussed how we're going to work together with our allies and partners to respond to this dangerous and destabilizing escalation."
U.S. and NATO officials called North Korea's deployment of about 10,000 troops to Russia a "very, very serious issue" that could have reverberations in both Europe and the Pacific.
Thursday's launch appeared to be a new type of solid-fuel "ICBM-level" missile that was North Korea's farthest-traveling yet, according to Tokyo and Seoul. North Korea did not specify the name of the missile it tested.
Most countries with ICBM capability, including Russia, China and the United States, maintain a mix of solid- and liquid-propelled types.
Solid propellant, made by packing fuel and oxidizer together into a hard mixture, is dense, stable and can be preloaded onto a rocket. This feature enables solid-fuel missiles to be deployed more quickly than liquid propellants and avoid early detection.
Liquid propellant, used in North Korea's older ICBM systems, requires fuel and oxidizer to be loaded on-site ahead of a launch, meaning more steps for preparation. While liquid fuel provides greater propulsion than its solid counterpart, the slower preparation can be a major disadvantage in the field.
Last week, Kim publicly visited an ICBM base for the first time and called for his country to improve its ability to deliver its long-range missiles "swiftly."
North Korea launched the missile at 7:10 a.m. local time eastward from a site near Pyongyang, the South Korean Joint Chiefs of Staff said.
It flew for a record 86 minutes and reached a height of 4,350 miles (7,000 km), according to Japanese Defense Minister Gen Nakatani. The previous record altitude was 3,850 miles, recorded in March 2022.
As usual, North Korea aimed for height instead of distance with the launch to try to ensure the missile did not hit land. It traveled about 621 miles, splashing down west of Okushiri Island, in the sea between the Korean Peninsula and northern Japan.
The launch was not completely unexpected. On Wednesday, South Korea's Defense Intelligence Agency had warned that the North was preparing for what could be an ICBM launch around the time of the Nov. 5 U.S. presidential election.
U.S., Japanese and South Korean officials quickly condemned Thursday's launch.
Yoshimasa Hayashi, Japan's chief cabinet secretary, said the launch was "absolutely unacceptable" and Pyongyang's actions are a threat to the regional security and international community.
"The launch this time is a violence that escalates tensions with the international community as a whole," Hayashi said at a news conference. "North Korea has consistently demonstrated its intention to strengthen its nuclear and missile capabilities, and there is a possibility that they will engage in further provocations in the future, including launching missiles and conducting nuclear tests."
From Washington, National Security Council spokesperson Sean Savett said the United States strongly condemned the launch, reiterating that it was a flagrant violation of multiple U.N. Security Council resolutions.
In South Korea, President Yoon Suk Yeol told his National Security Council: "We must respond strongly to North Korean provocations together with the international community and prepare thoroughly so that North Korea cannot plan any surprise provocations."
Julia Mio Inuma contributed to this report.
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China resists mounting pressure to do more on climate change
China is defying pressure to set ambitious climate targets early and to help poor nations cope with the ravages of a warming world.
By Christian Shepherd, Maxine Joselow | 2024-10-31

A man catching fish with a net in the Huangpu river across the Wujing Coal-Electricity Power Station in Shanghai in 2017. China is defying pressure to outline how it will slash greenhouse gases. (Johannes Eisele/AFP via Getty Images)


With less than a month before the annual U.N. Climate Change Conference, China is so far defying pressure to set ambitious climate targets early and to do more to help poor nations cope with the ravages of a warming world.
The United States, other Western countries and some low-lying island nations have been pressing China to take on more responsibility in advancing global climate goals ahead of the conference, according to some veteran climate negotiators and leading Chinese experts. They say they want Beijing to spell out soon how it will slash its planet-warming greenhouse gas emissions over the next decade. They also say they want China to contribute more cash to help poor countries address the catastrophic impacts of climate change, including rising seas and stronger storms.
But China, despite being the world's leading producer and installer of renewable energy, remains resistant to outside pressure on climate action, according to the negotiators and experts.
Recent assessments from top climate scientists have found that only drastic action can keep alive the Paris agreement's goal of limiting global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) -- a threshold Earth may have already crossed. Only a rapid transition away from fossil fuels by mid-century could sustain the crucial goal, according to the U.N. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.
The United States and China -- the world's two biggest emitters of greenhouse gases -- typically play an outsize role at the U.N. Climate Change Conference. At this year's talks -- scheduled to start Nov. 11 in Baku, Azerbaijan -- experts said joint commitments from the two superpowers could cajole other countries to set their own stronger climate targets.
But a September visit to China by John D. Podesta, senior adviser to President Joe Biden for international climate policy, did not yield the kind of joint action between Washington and Beijing that has catalyzed broader breakthroughs in previous talks.
"This relationship is at a breaking point. If both sides can't unite this time, they will diverge more in the future," said Li Shuo, director of the China Climate Hub at the Asia Society Policy Institute, a think tank.
Chinese leader Xi Jinping has said publicly that Beijing alone will determine how it addresses global warming and how quickly it transitions away from fossil fuels. In comments to top Communist Party officials last year, Xi declared that such efforts "should and must be" determined without outside interference.
The Chinese Foreign Ministry and Ministry for Ecology and Environment didn't respond to requests for comment.
Chinese negotiators have not been totally uncooperative ahead of the pivotal talks in Baku, offering some small concessions to Podesta and his team.
Podesta acknowledged in an interview that his meetings in Beijing did not produce a significant breakthrough. But he insisted that they yielded meaningful progress, including a commitment from China to continue focusing on cutting all greenhouse gases, not just carbon dioxide, over the next decade.
"Obviously the overall U.S.-China relationship has a lot of tension and a lot of friction," Podesta said. "Climate change ... has been a place where both President Biden and President Xi have tried to find a lane of cooperation."
One of the top priorities at the summit is for countries to set new targets for reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 2035. But China is unlikely to announce a new 2035 target before or during the talks in Baku, according to Chinese experts, although Chinese officials have said they will comply with a February U.N. deadline.
In 2020, Xi pledged that China would reach peak emissions "before 2030" and achieve net-zero emissions by 2060. But Beijing has not updated this official target since then, even as its massive renewable-energy installations have led some experts to predict that it may be close to peak emissions already.
Activists and experts argue that Beijing should commit to cut total emissions by a specific amount over the next five or 10 years. An analysis from the Asia Society Policy Institute suggested that a target of reducing emissions by 30 percent by 2035 is needed for China to hit its own climate goals.
For context, the Biden administration in 2021 announced plans to cut emissions 50 to 52 percent below 2005 levels by 2030. The European Union is targeting a reduction of at least 55 percent by 2030.
Yet Beijing has a record of setting weak targets and then surpassing them years ahead of schedule, effectively giving other countries cover to do the same, according to some U.S. officials.
"China likes to undercommit and overperform," said a senior State Department official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to comment publicly. "... And if the largest emitter plays it safe, it kind of gives license to everybody else to play it safe."
Yang Lei, vice president of the Institute of Energy at Peking University, said China is taking a sensible path.
"Some countries prefer to give a very clear signal ... of what they are working towards, but sometimes they talk a lot but do nothing," he said. "China is more conservative. If we promise something, it should be achievable."
That preference complicates American efforts to use ambitious bilateral agreements with China to inject momentum into talks.
Podesta's low-key trip to Beijing was only the second time he sat down with his Chinese counterpart, Liu Zhenmin, since the two took on the roles earlier this year. Their predecessors, John F. Kerry and Xie Zhenhua, had built a strong working relationship over more than two decades of often intense and lengthy talks.
Unlike Xie, a technocrat who studied engineering and environmental law before rising to vice chair at China's powerful economic planner, Liu is a career diplomat, suggesting Beijing increasingly views climate negotiations as the purview of the less-influential Foreign Ministry.
Kerry said he sought to discuss climate change with China separately from other contentious issues, including tensions over trade after Biden slapped steep tariffs on cheap imports of Chinese electric vehicles, solar cells and other green technologies.
"You can't take 15 things with a major player like China, the second-largest economy in the world, and think that you're just going to walk into the room and say, 'Oh, do this and do that,'" Kerry said during a Washington Post Live event in September. "Those days are over. It's done. That's not how the world works now."
Another likely sticking point in Baku: whether China should contribute more cash to poor countries that are most vulnerable to the ravages of climate change, including stronger storms and rising seas.
In 2009, wealthy nations set a goal of providing $100 billion a year by 2020 to help poor countries cope with climate damage, but they didn't reach that goal until 2022, two years late. A priority in Baku will be setting a new target on climate finance -- but countries are still squabbling over how much it should be and who should pay.
Wopke Hoekstra, the European commissioner for climate action, said there is "increasing frustration" in the European Union that the U.N. still classifies China as a developing country, allowing it to avoid paying its fair share.
"When you get out of the car [in Beijing], you already sense you're not in a developing country," Hoekstra said. "And to put it more succinctly, if you are able to embark on a mission to the moon, I'm pretty sure you also have the ability to take more responsibility in the domain of climate action beyond your own borders."
Pa'olelei Luteru, chair of the Alliance of Small Island States, a group of 39 islands and low-lying coastal nations that negotiate as a bloc at international climate talks, echoed that sentiment.
"China is defined and recognized as a developing country, but we do understand their contribution to global emissions, and this is where they also need to make a contribution" to international climate finance, Luteru said.
Chinese officials have countered with claims that the United States is responsible for a larger share of historical greenhouse gas emissions. They highlight pockets of relative poverty across the country, meaning some rich countries, including the United States, release more tons of carbon dioxide per person.
Officials have also underscored the financial burdens of decarbonizing an economy dominated by manufacturing and heavy industry. "China itself still faces a huge funding shortfall for addressing climate change," Liu told a conference in June to explain China's reluctance to contribute as much as developed nations.
From 2013 to 2022, China did provide $45 billion in climate aid for poor countries through other mechanisms such as a South-South Climate Cooperation Fund, according to research by the World Resources Institute, an environmental think tank. But these other mechanisms lack the transparency and accountability of the U.N. process, said Shuang Liu, China finance director at WRI and lead author of the analysis.
Given Beijing's concern about political pressure, analysts have suggested negotiators appeal to China's economic self-interest to encourage climate action. Beijing may be more receptive when raised ambition is framed as a business opportunity for Chinese manufacturers of solar panels, batteries and other fossil fuel-replacing technologies.
"It's becoming obvious that China's low-carbon energy transition is very much aligned with its own economic interests," said Yao Zhe, a Beijing-based global policy adviser at Greenpeace East Asia. "But the argument that might be most effective is not the argument European or American counterparts want to use because they are a bit afraid of China's dominance in clean energy manufacturing."
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Russian drones hunt civilians in streets of southern Ukrainian city
With Russian forces just over the river, Kherson has turned into a hunting ground for drones that appear to be focusing mainly on civilians. 
By Alex Horton, Serhii Korolchuk | 2024-10-31
KHERSON, Ukraine -- Russian forces have escalated indiscriminate drone attacks against civilians in the southern Ukrainian city of Kherson, killing and maiming scores of people in what locals have described as a "human safari."
Unlike elsewhere on the 600-mile-long front, Russian forces in Kherson are just across the river from the city and are using small drones to harass the population, either by crashing into targets and exploding or by dropping grenades and small camouflaged mines. The situation is fairly unique compared with the rest of Ukraine, where Russian troops must use longer-range weapons to reach civilians.
Humanitarian operations and city services such as fire trucks and buses seem to be under particular threat, officials said, though children on bicycles and older people gathering at markets have also been struck.
Kherson was the first major Ukrainian city captured by Russia after the full-scale invasion in 2022, enduring nine months of occupation before it was liberated. But even after Ukrainian troops swept through the city, the Russians repositioned their forces a short distance away across the Dnieper River, maintaining pressure with regular fire that locals described as a kind of punishment.
But the past few months have been the worst Kherson has seen, even under the occupation, residents said. Between July and October, drones and mines killed 133 people, according to the Kherson military administration, and injured 1,350.
The Russian Defense Ministry did not respond to questions about its forces' drone-targeting policies in Kherson.
Several people reported unbearable stress and anxiety over attacks that can happen anytime and anyplace.

A woman walks past windows covered with wooden planks and sandbags outside a hospital in Kherson. (Alice Martins for The Washington Post)


Oleksandr Prokudin, the regional governor, said Russian forces had launched nearly 7,000 drone attacks in the Kherson region since August. The government is providing electronic warfare equipment to military units to help combat the problem, he said.
"This is targeted terrorism," Prokudin said. "They see and understand who they are attacking, and at the same time they boast on social media with videos of how they kill and injure civilians."
Kherson has been under uniquely difficult pressure because Ukrainian troops cannot keep up with Russia's drone sorties, said Solomiya Khoma, head of international cooperation at the Ukrainian Security and Cooperation Center, a Kyiv-based think tank.
"We see this as another method of pressure and terror on the civilian population, in order to further provoke pressure on the Ukrainian authorities to push them to negotiations," she said.
Ambulances are a high-priority target, followed by city buses and civilian cars, said Yevhen Piatak, a volunteer with the aid group Global Empowerment Mission. The attacks have created an urgent need for fire extinguishers, he said, because drones equipped with thermite have triggered infernos and drone pilots have tried to hit responding fire trucks.
"They're shooting at everything that moves," Piatak said.

Pedestrians cross a street in Kherson during a respite in drone attacks thanks to rainy weather. (Alice Martins for The Washington Post)


Telegram social media pages tied to Russian military units have warned civilians they would attack any vehicles in the area, with some circulating maps of the targeted zone as wide swaths of red along the river. "This is one of our key goals," one post said, encouraging locals to report where Ukrainian military assets were to save themselves. Attacks are most common in that red zone but have also occurred farther out, officials and observers said.
The only relief has come from rainstorms sweeping off the Black Sea, which ground the surveillance and attack drones. Thunder and lightning crackled over Kherson on an October afternoon, allowing people to line up for humanitarian aid with some confidence they would not be struck.
But on clear and sunny days, desperation hangs in the air, and locals discuss hard decisions on whether to stay or go.
Residents also describe how the drones are salting the whole Kherson area with small antipersonnel mines. The mostly plastic munitions, PFM-1S, are commonly called petal mines because of their distinct and innocuous shape. They explode when stepped on and are typically green or brown to camouflage them on the ground.
Petal mines are everywhere, locals said, and on community social media pages, they warn each other where they have been spotted.
Russia is not a signatory of the 1997 Mine Ban Treaty that outlaws such weapons, and it has used them widely in the war. There is also evidence that Ukraine has deployed them on the battlefield despite being a signatory.
The saturation of drones buzzing above and mines underfoot has proved overwhelming for civilians. A recent evacuation train from Kherson rolled into the station at nearby Mykolaiv with several families and a few people traveling alone, their eyes darkened and bleary from the constant attacks at night.

Olena Boiko and her 8-year-old son Henrikh, on an evacuation train from Kherson on Oct. 11. (Alice Martins for The Washington Post)


Olena Boiko sat next to her 8-year-old son Henrikh and recounted her breaking point in early October. A drone hovered above four children playing in a yard, including Henrikh. She told them to run to safety as she drew the attention of the drone from under a tree. It eventually flew away. Henrikh confided that he was scared, she said, and they left to join her sister in Norway via Poland. Her disabled husband was left behind.
"I realized the child had to be saved," Boiko said, as Henrikh stared blankly at her phone.
Amid the tales of desperation and reaching their limit, many told the story of a daughter who tried to get her father to safety: Oleksandra Solonko and her efforts to evacuate her father had become a grim warning for the people of Kherson.
Her father, Petro, lived in the village of Antonivka, next to Kherson and dangerously close to Russian lines. Under constant onslaught, the prewar population of 13,000 had shrunk to just 400 to 500, mostly older people who could not leave easily. Solonko decided he had to go.
Two days before she made it back to Kherson to put her father on the evacuation train, her phone rang. He had been killed in an explosion while fetching water.
Petro was not an easy man, and their relationship had been strained for a long time. She described a hard drinker who had left his family behind and started another, then left that one too. But in recent years, they'd grown closer.
"He was my father," she said, "no matter who he was."

Oleksandra Solonko, 42, recently lost her father, who was killed in an explosion while fetching water in Kherson. (Alice Martins for The Washington Post)



Solonko holds up her phone to show a photo she received from a neighbor that allegedly shows her father's dead body. (Alice Martins for The Washington Post)


Solonko split her time between working in Poland and Ukraine and taking care of her three pit bulls with her father. She helped stock her father's home with berries from her garden. Solonko was touched, she said, to discover he was quietly feeding a dozen dogs left abandoned by their owners.
Back in Poland, she heard about how bad things were getting in Kherson. A friend warned her against coming back, saying it had become too dangerous. A woman she knew had picked up a cloth in the street attached to a petal mine, blowing off her arm and burning her face. Solonko was frightened for her father, she said, and was compelled to act.
"I told him, 'Dad, please, when you walk, look at your feet, don't pick anything up. If you see a bag of gold, step over it,'" she recalled. Her plan was to get him on the train and settle him in the peaceful Carpathian region of Ivano-Frankivsk.
Then her worst fears were realized.
For days, no one could recover his remains because it was too dangerous, and his bloated body lay there, she said, despite frantic calls to the police and other officials for help.
There was no proper service when his body was finally collected, she said, as funerals had become another casualty of the Russian air campaign. A priest near the morgue signed the cross as her father's remains passed by in a car. Morgue workers said it was too risky for her to view the body. All she was given, she said, was a lock of his hair.
Solonko's sister calls her from Norway every day, she said, and urges her son to persuade her to leave. She is at work collecting any remaining photos of her mother and father. She has not yet decided to evacuate, she said, despite her hometown shattering piece by piece.
"Nothing is keeping me here, physically," she said. "My heart is in Kherson."
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North Korea's elite troops are in Russia to fight Ukraine: What we know
The North Korean special forces sent to Russia are the state's best trained troops but they will face challenges with modern warfare technology, experts say.
By Michelle Lee | 2024-10-31

Korean People's Army soldiers march through Kim Il Sung Square in the North Korean capital, Pyongyang, during a military parade marking the 105th anniversary of the birth of the late North Korean leader Kim Il Sung, on April 15, 2017. (Ed Jones/AFP/Getty Images)


SEOUL -- North Korean troops deployed to Russia have begun to make their way toward the border with Ukraine, Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin said Wednesday, adding that it would be "very disturbing" if the soldiers were sent into combat.
As many as 10,000 North Korean soldiers are being trained in Russia and some have already been deployed in the war against Ukraine, an unprecedented move by Pyongyang to send its people into danger in a combat zone far from the Korean Peninsula.
"Some of those troops have begun to make their way toward the border of Ukraine in the Kursk region," Austin said after a meeting with his South Korean counterpart. "Whether they'll be employed in the fight, is left to be seen yet. But certainly, if they are employed, then that's very disturbing."
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un appears to have dispatched some of his best soldiers to aid Russian President Vladimir Putin's war effort, including the elite "Storms Corps" unit that had long been training to infiltrate the South, according to South Korean intelligence officials.
The deployment of North Korean forces is the latest sign of the deepening military cooperation between Pyongyang and Moscow as they join forces against the West.
What do we know about the North Korean forces being deployed to Russia?
The Pentagon has said that up to 10,000 North Korean soldiers have been sent to eastern Russia for military training, and are probably being trained to augment Putin's forces. Ukrainian and South Korean officials have given higher estimates of 12,000 to 19,000.
NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte said Monday that North Korean soldiers have been deployed to Kursk, the Russian border region where Ukrainian forces seized territory in a surprise attack over the summer. Ukrainians have struggled to hold on to their gains in Kursk since their offensive.

NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte said on Oct. 28 that North Korean soldiers helping Moscow have been deployed to Russia's Kursk region.


Kim Yeol-su, a senior security expert at the Korea Institute for Military Affairs in Seoul, said other personnel are probably being sent to Russia to support the elite troops, such as engineering and reserves units and those helping with logistics, ammunition support and transportation.
"The Special Forces are likely to be the main troops being there. But if there are tens of thousands being sent, there must be many more soldiers who are being sent along with the Storm Corps to provide them with food, shelter, ammunition, communications, and so on," Kim said.
Despite their specialization, the Special Forces troops are likely to be helping with combat missions as they are being trained and learning how the Russians are fighting and communicating, Kim said.
A former Kremlin official, who is still close to government circles, said the North Korean deployment in Kursk was "an act of revenge after what the Kremlin perceives as an escalation in Kursk" and the decision by Kyiv's Western allies to allow some strikes inside Russia. "This is another step on the escalation scale."
The former official, speaking on the condition of anonymity to freely discuss sensitive matters, said it's "cheaper and politically simpler" for the Kremlin to deploy North Korean forces. The official said he believed that North Korea is receiving much-needed cash for the deployment, as well as military experience and battlefield skills for the troops.
South Korea's spy agency said last week that Russia is expected to pay each North Korean soldier about $2,000 each month -- an enormous amount by North Korean standards. The lowest monthly salary for a Russian private soldier in the combat zone is $2,500, Andrei Lankov, a prominent scholar in North Korean-Russian relations, wrote in NK News, a specialist website.
The North's military, known as the Korean People's Army (KPA), was established in 1948 with the backing of what was then the Soviet Union, to support the new state's founder, Kim Il Sung, as he defended his fledgling regime and sought to dominate the Korean Peninsula by force.
Since the 1950-1953 Korean War halted in an armistice, soldiers on both sides of the Korean Peninsula have been preparing for conflict to resume.
In the decades since, the KPA has evolved into one of the world's largest militaries with about 1.2 million soldiers, including Special Operations units and an aspiring nuclear force.
Most North Korean soldiers are underfed and poorly equipped, experts and escapees from North Korea say. The level of malnourishment in the population is reflected in the minimum height and weight requirements for military conscripts: soldiers must be at least 4-foot-10 (148 cm) and weigh 95 pounds (43 kilograms) to be eligible to serve, according to research by the South Korean Unification Ministry.
North Korean men are drafted into the military. They typically begin their service at 17 years old, and serve for eight to 10 years. Some women also serve in the military, typically for five years.
Most of the troops sent to Russia are in their early 20s, while some are teenagers, the South Korean spy agency told lawmakers on Tuesday.
Only the most elite North Koreans and those deemed hostile to the regime -- for example, family members of North Koreans who have escaped the country -- are exempt from military service.
For the vast majority who do serve, they are put to work rather than into military operations. Because North Korea suffers from chronic food insecurity, soldiers are often dispatched to plant or harvest crops.

This undated photo released by North Korea's official Korean Central News Agency on Aug. 26, 2017, shows leader Kim Jong Un presiding over a target strike exercise conducted by the Special Operations Forces of the Korean People's Army at an undisclosed location. (KCNA/KNS/AFP/Getty Images)


The soldiers sent to Russia were Special Operations Forces, including from North Korea's elite 11th Army Corps, often called the "Storm Corps," South Korea's spy agency said last week.
North Korea's Special Operations units are trained with the best equipment, including explosives, chemical and biological agents, parachutes and aircraft -- although rudimentary compared to the Special Forces units of other countries, according to a 2021 Defense Intelligence Agency report on North Korea's military power.
The various Special Forces units comprise more than 200,000 personnel, according to the report. These elite units are highly trained, and have long been training to attack South Korea or defend against foreign attacks on the North.
The Special Forces encompass troops from the navy, army and air force. They operate in specialized units, which include reconnaissance, sniper and commando squads, according to the DIA. They are trained in specialized skills, such as kidnapping key personnel and launching surprise attacks that catch the enemy off-guard.
These troops have been involved in some of North Korea's most notorious military operations over the past few decades, including a 1968 raid on Seoul that led to fatalities on both sides.
These Special Forces are so prized in North Korea that have been featured in state media -- often touted as the strongest soldiers, sometimes appearing shirtless to demonstrate their muscular physiques.
Although they are among the North's best trained troops, these soldiers are likely to face difficulties adjusting to modern warfare, said Hyunseung Lee, a North Korean escapee and human rights advocate who trained with the Storm Corps for six months while he served in the North Korean army's Special Forces.
"They're not trained with the best technology [or] advanced equipment," Lee said. "If they were deployed in the war's battlefield, the Ukrainians will use advanced technologies and drones and missiles. They will just not have had that experience before."
Lee noted that for the vast majority of these Special Forces soldiers, deployment to Russia will be their first time encountering battle -- and the outside world. He added that the soldiers are "victims of a ruthless deal between Kim Jong-un and Putin," and that "many of them are facing their first real battle, ill-equipped and terrified."

A North Korean flag waves at the country's embassy building in Moscow on Wednesday. (Yuri Kochetkov/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Kim and Putin have deepened their partnership against a Western-led global order since the invasion, and Kim has pledged "full" support for Putin's fight. Moscow first turned to Pyongyang for weapons that it desperately needs, according to U.S., Ukrainian and South Korean officials.
And now, Kim is sending his own citizens to fight -- a highly unusual move for a country that has rarely gotten involved in foreign wars.
Both Russia and North Korea have obliquely acknowledged the presence of the troops, with a North Korean vice foreign minister saying last week that if the "rumor" is true, "it will be an act conforming with the regulations of international law."
President Putin last week cited the Russia-North Korea defense treaty signed in June, which states that if one country is subject to an "armed invasion," the other would provide "military and other assistance with all means in its possession." The treaty was speedily ratified by Russia's parliament last week.
The two pariah states now appear to be putting that treaty into action.
Francesca Ebel in Moscow contributed reporting.
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Israel issues first citywide evacuation order in Lebanon; new head of Hezbollah delivers first address
The Biden administration has asked Israel to explain what it called a "horrifying" attack on Beit Lahia, in northern Gaza, that resulted in heavy civilian losses.
By Rachel Pannett, Victoria Bisset, Sammy Westfall, Abbie Cheeseman, Mohamad  El Chamaa, Steve Hendrix, Abigail Hauslohner, Michael Birnbaum, Loveday Morris, John Hudson, Suzan Haidamous, Kareem Fahim | 2024-10-31
Israel issued the first citywide evacuation order of its current offensive in Lebanon on Wednesday, telling residents of Baalbek in the east to leave. Cars began to snarl narrow roads as thousands of people prepared to relocate.
The Israel Defense Forces said later in the day that it had targeted and struck Hezbollah targets in Baalbek. 19 people were killed in the attacks, the Lebanese Health Ministry said. The city had not previously been a focus of strikes -- a sign that the Israel-Hezbollah conflict could continue to widen.
Also Wednesday, Hezbollah's new leader, Naim Qassem, delivered his first remarks in the role in a televised address that cut in and out. Qassem assumed leadership of the Lebanese political and military movement Tuesday, after long serving as a deputy to the group's slain head, Hasan Nasrallah.
Speaking before a photo of Nasrallah, alongside Hezbollah and Lebanese flags, Qassem, 71, emphasized the beleaguered group's resilience and commitment to "the path of war" and the cause of Palestinians in Gaza. "My program is a continuation of Nasrallah's in all avenues -- political, social, jihadi and cultural and the plan of war that the leadership of the resistance put in place," he said. "Our project is protecting Lebanon and freeing our land and supporting our brothers in Palestine."
The United States has asked Israel to explain a "horrifying" strike on a residential building in northern Gaza that health officials say killed at least 93 people, including 25 children and the family of a Norwegian Refugee Council staffer, according to the aid organization.
In the Israeli military's first explanation of circumstances surrounding the strike, an IDF official told The Washington Post it was targeting a Hamas spotter on the roof and did not mean to destroy the building. The official spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss an ongoing investigation.
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Israel orders Baalbek evacuation as Hezbollah chief vows to fight
It was the first citywide evacuation notice Israel has issued in its five-week war, forcing thousands to flee the ancient city and UNESCO world heritage site.
By Abbie Cheeseman, Mohamad  El Chamaa, Suzan Haidamous | 2024-10-30

People wait to evacuate from Lebanon's eastern city of Baalbek in the Bekaa Valley on Wednesday after a statement from the Israeli army spokesperson warning residents of incoming strikes. (Nidal Solh/AFP/Getty Images)


BEIRUT -- The Israeli military broadened its air campaign in Lebanon on Wednesday, striking the northeastern city of Baalbek after ordering residents to flee, as the new leader of Hezbollah, in his inaugural speech, said the group is prepared to fight "a long war" with Israel.
"We are not betting that the war will end tomorrow," Naim Qassem said in his first televised address since assuming the role Tuesday, replacing his slain predecessor, Hasan Nasrallah. "We are able to continue for days, weeks and months."
His remarks came as chaos was unfolding in Baalbek, an ancient city and UNESCO World Heritage site in Lebanon's Bekaa Valley. In the morning, the Israeli military ordered Baalbek's roughly 80,000 residents to leave, saying in a post on X that the Israel Defense Forces would "act forcefully against Hezbollah interests in your city and villages."
It was the first citywide evacuation notice that Israel has issued in its five-week war in Lebanon -- and for a location more than 60 miles from its border.
Baalbek's regional governor, Bachir Khodr, said Wednesday that "tens of thousands of people" were fleeing the city and that the evacuation zone included several shelters for displaced people from other parts of Lebanon. Speaking by phone, he said he feared that "a black and dark day" was ahead.
"The warning came as a surprise today; we were not prepared," Khodr said, adding that some people were leaving on foot.
Soon after the order was posted, people hurriedly packed belongings and roads out of the city jammed with cars. Doctors also said they were struggling to come up with plans to evacuate critical patients.

Smoke rises Wednesday from the site of an Israeli airstrike that targeted Baalbek. (Nidal Solh/AFP/Getty Images)


Ali Allam, the director of Dar Al Amal hospital in Baalbek, said that there was no way he could move the 40 patients he had in intensive care to another hospital on such short notice. The nearest hospital is still within the evacuation zone, he said, and any effort to move them would require a special ambulance team for round-the-clock medical care.
The evacuation area designated by the Israeli military also includes Baalbek's 3,000-year-old Roman ruins -- some of the best preserved in the world. Khodr, the governor, urged people not to shelter within the ruins after some residents fled there thinking they would be safe from bombardment.
At around 3:30 p.m. local time -- a little more than four hours after the warnings -- strikes began in and around the city. Lebanon's national news agency reported multiple strikes, including on fuel storehouses in a village nearby. Later, the IDF confirmed the strikes on fuel depots in the area, which it said were "inside military compounds" belonging to a Hezbollah logistics unit.
"The unit is responsible for transferring weapons from Iran and its proxies to Hezbollah in Lebanon," the statement said, adding that the fuel was "supplied by Iran."
In his speech on Wednesday, Qassem acknowledged Iran's support but sought to portray Hezbollah as independent of Tehran. "We don't fight on behalf of anyone. Our project is to protect Lebanon and free our land," he said.
He also said the group was open to a cease-fire on "suitable terms" but would not "beg" for a truce. As he spoke, two senior White House officials, Amos Hochstein and Brett McGurk, were preparing to travel to Israel for talks about how to end the war, according to two officials familiar with the matter, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive diplomacy.
The officials said that deals to stop the fighting in Lebanon or Gaza are not imminent, with the U.S. presidential election just days away.
"We have to see the impact of the U.S. election results," Qassem said Wednesday, as well as assess "the losses of the enemy in the battlefield."

An image from Hezbollah's al-Manar TV shows the Lebanese group's new leader, Naim Qassem, during a televised address from an undisclosed location on Wednesday. (Al-Manar/AFP/Getty Images)


Lebanon's caretaker prime minister Najib Mikati was more optimistic, however, and in an interview with a Lebanese news channel he said he believed a cease-fire deal was near.
He said he spoke with Hochstein late Wednesday before the diplomat boarded his flight to Tel Aviv. "He told me: 'Today, we are in a better situation than yesterday,'" Mikati said.
But an adviser to parliament speaker Nabih Berri, a Hezbollah ally, said no one had contacted his office about Hochstein's travel to the region or what the United States hoped to accomplish. The adviser spoke on the condition of anonymity to speak freely about the state of the talks.
But as Mikati touted peace efforts, residents and local authorities near Baalbek grappled with yet another wave of displacement. More than a million Lebanese have already fled their homes. And a majority-Christian village on the outskirts of Baalbek, Deir al-Ahmar, was at maximum capacity when thousands more people arrived Wednesday afternoon.
One Baalbek resident, who spoke on the condition of anonymity out of fear for his safety, said he fled 20 miles northwest to the village of Ainata. He said there are other displaced people sitting on the sidewalks or in their cars, with nowhere to go.
"Nearly every corner of Baalbek is affected, leaving families in an incredibly challenging situation," the nonprofit American Near East Refugee Aid said in a statement Wednesday. "This intensifying crisis places lives at risk."
John Hudson in Washington contributed to this report.
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European countries, trailing U.S. economy, hike taxes and trim spending
The largest economies -- Britain, France and Germany -- are confronting sluggish growth and soaring debt as they struggle to produce their budgets for next year.
By William Booth, Ellen Francis, Kate Brady | 2024-10-30

Rachel Reeves, Britain's chancellor of the exchequer, poses with the red budget box in London on Wednesday. (Mina Kim/Reuters)


LONDON -- Europe is facing tight times, with the governments of the largest economies -- Britain, France and Germany -- confronting sluggish growth and soaring debt as they struggle to produce their budgets for next year.
On a day of more good news about the sturdy growth of the U.S. economy, the outlook across the Atlantic was gloomier.
Britain's Labour Party government unveiled its long-awaited fiscal plan Wednesday, proposing to raise $52 billion in new taxes -- the biggest increase in a generation.
That comes after the new French government this month revealed austerity plans. The French economy got a bit of an Olympic boost, but the country is grappling with what the government has called a "colossal" debt burden and a spiraling deficit, one of Europe's worst.
"Everyone is going to have to roll up their sleeves," French Prime Minister Michel Barnier said this month, after his government outlined a budget plan that hopes to save about 60 billion euros ($65 billion) next year.

French Prime Minister Michel Barnier on Tuesday. (Geoffroy Van Der Hasselt/AFP/Getty Images)


And Germany learned Wednesday that it had narrowly avoided a recession, but the country that has been the economic engine of Europe is experiencing anemic growth -- and facing budget cuts as a result.
Overall, Britain and the countries of the European Union have trailed the United States in rebounding from the economic downturn sparked by the coronavirus pandemic and Russia's invasion of Ukraine.
Real gross domestic product has risen 10.7 percent in the United States compared with pre-pandemic levels in 2019, according to the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development. In France, the change was 3.7 percent, with Britain at 2.9 percent and Germany at 0.2 percent.
The International Monetary Fund this month forecast that real GDP growth for the whole of 2024 would be 2.8 percent in the United States and 0.8 percent in the euro zone.
In Britain on Wednesday, Rachel Reeves, the first woman to hold the country's top finance post, introduced the new budget in the House of Commons, saying that the previous Conservative Party government had left a "black hole" that needed to be filled by billions in new revenue.

Reeves delivers her budget statement in the House of Commons on Wednesday. (Parliamentary Recording Unit/AFP/Getty Images)


The center-left Labour Party sought to mostly protect working people from higher taxes, as promised, and instead tapped their employers. The Labour government announced new taxes on inherited wealth, capital gains and well-compensated foreign workers, as well as private schooling and private jet flights.
Additional revenue will come from new rounds of borrowing.
On the spending side, there were increases for Britain's troubled National Health Service, which has been plagued with outdated buildings and long wait times for non-emergency treatments. Schools also got a bump. The national minimum wage was raised 6.7 percent, to 12.21 pounds (almost $16) an hour.
Former prime minister Rishi Sunak called Labour's budget "an enormous borrowing spree" that contains "broken promise after broken promise."
After losing the July election to Labour in a landslide election, Sunak will step down as leader of the Conservative Party on Saturday, when his replacement is announced.
In France, the purse-tightening push includes hefty spending cuts and tax hikes that would mostly hit big companies and wealthy households.
The 2025 budget is a first step in France's bid to regain control of its public coffers, though Barnier said the country would need until 2029 to comply with E.U. spending rules. France's deficit ballooned to an estimated 6.1 percent this year -- far above the bloc's 3 percent limit.
Germany, meanwhile, continues to suffer the economic blahs, and it's now being run by a shaky three-party coalition government.
Car manufacturer Volkswagen has become a symbol of Germany's go-nowhere economy, which is forecast to contract by 0.2 percent this year -- or at the very best stagnate.
The car giant VW announced Wednesday that earnings before tax dropped almost 60 percent, to about $2.6 billion in the third quarter -- just two days after reports that VW's management plans to close at least three of its plants in Germany.

The Volkswagen plant in Wolfsburg, Germany, on Wednesday. (Axel Schmidt/Reuters)


Germany has spent months wrangling over the 2025 budget. Representatives of Chancellor Olaf Scholz's Social Democrats and the Greens want to see more investment to goose the economy by allowing more debt.
But the country's constitutionally enshrined "debt brake," which forces the government to keep a balanced budget, looms. Only in exceptional circumstances -- most recently due to the pandemic and the Russian invasion of Ukraine -- can the debt brake be suspended.
The German government is being particularly cautious after a constitutional budget debacle last year. In November, Germany's highest court ruled that the repurposing of $65 billion -- originally intended to cushion the fallout from the pandemic -- for climate projects was unconstitutional.
A hasty reworking of the budget led to cuts of subsidies, which prompted mass demonstrations by German farmers.
Germany's draft budget, initially announced in July, sees overall spending reduced by 1.6 percent, to $522 billion. The clock is ticking before the government is set to present its budget to parliament in a matter of weeks.
Without an agreement, some observers believe the beleaguered coalition might even fail to make it to Christmas, prompting early elections in spring.
Francis reported from Brussels and Brady from Berlin.
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What to know about UNRWA, the U.N. organization banned by Israel
A pair of laws passed by the Israeli Knesset this week, however, could imperil the ability of the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees to work in Gaza. 
By Bryan Pietsch | 2024-10-31

This photo, taken during a media tour organized by the Israeli army on Feb. 8, shows Israeli soldiers inside an evacuated compound of the U.N. Relief and Works Agency in Gaza City. (Jack Guez/AFP/Getty Images)


It is hard to overstate the role of the U.N. Relief and Works Agency in the Gaza Strip.
The agency, long a major employer in Gaza, is a source of aid, but also social services, health care and education, fulfilling in practice what elsewhere would fall to the state. As the only U.N. agency dedicated solely to one group of refugees, UNRWA operates beyond Gaza in Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, the occupied West Bank and East Jerusalem. Most of its 30,000 workers are Palestinian refugees.
A pair of laws passed by the Israeli Knesset this week, however, could imperil its ability to work in Gaza. Here's what to know about UNRWA.
UNRWA was established in 1949 by a U.N. resolution calling for "direct relief and works programs" for Palestinian refugees. The resolution followed the Arab-Israeli War of 1948, in which hundreds of thousands of Palestinians were displaced and dispossessed. Over the following decades, temporary refugee camps turned into long-standing urban slums. UNRWA took on many roles for stateless Palestinians.
Its mandate has been repeatedly renewed, most recently until 2026. The agency notes on its website that it "does not have a mandate to engage in political negotiations or durable solutions."
The agency provides health care, schooling, emergency food assistance and other social services to registered refugees. Eligibility is extended to those whose "normal place of residence was Palestine during the period 1 June 1946 to 15 May 1948, and who lost both home and means of livelihood as a result of the 1948 conflict." The descendants of male Palestinian refugees are also eligible. About 5.9 million Palestinians are eligible for its services, the agency says.
It is the largest aid organization in Gaza, and also among its largest employers. UNRWA has 13,000 staff members in the Gaza Strip, the majority of them Palestinians, according to the agency.
As it has worked to continue providing services to Gazans since the start of the war last year, its staff and facilities have come under attack -- both militarily and politically.
More than 1 million Gazans have taken shelter in its facilities throughout the war there, UNRWA said in an update marking one year since the war began in October 2023. Since then, nearly 200 of its facilities have been struck and at least 563 people who were sheltering at its facilities have been killed. These numbers are probably an underestimate, as UNRWA's access to northern Gaza has been limited for much of the last year.
At least 237 UNRWA staff members have been killed in the war, the agency's commissioner general, Philippe Lazzarini, said Wednesday.
The war -- which began after Hamas militants attacked Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, killing about 1,200 people and taking about 250 hostage -- has also put the agency under heightened scrutiny.
Israel, which has long been critical on UNRWA, said it had been infiltrated by Hamas, alleging that more than a dozen of its employees were involved in the Oct. 7 attack and that thousands more were members of Hamas or Palestinian Islamic Jihad. It also alleged without evidence that 1 in 5 UNRWA school administrators were members of Hamas. A report in April found Israel had not provided sufficient evidence to back its claims.
Still, the allegations caused a number of countries to pull funding for UNRWA -- most of the agency's funds are voluntary donations from U.N. member states. UNRWA warned that without funding it would collapse. All donors have since resumed funding except for the United States.
In March, Congress passed a bill suspending UNRWA funding until 2025. The Trump administration had previously cut funding, in 2018.
Israel's legislative body, the Knesset, on Monday passed two laws curbing UNRWA. One prevents UNRWA from operating in Israeli territory, a measure that could severely hamper its services in the occupied West Bank. The second blocks Israeli officials from communicating with UNRWA, a move that could further complicate efforts to coordinate movements of aid in the Gaza Strip, where UNRWA must communicate with Israel about its movements as the Israeli military continues its military offensive there. The United Nations has called Gaza the most dangerous place in the world for aid workers. Even with coordination, U.N. agencies have said Israeli troops have opened fire on their convoys.
The laws come as humanitarian organizations have warned in recent weeks that the situation in the Gaza Strip, particularly in the north, is growing even more dire. The Biden administration warned Israel that if the flow of aid into the Gaza Strip does not increase substantively, the United States could withhold military aid. In the Oct. 13 letter, Biden officials gave Israel 30 days to improve the aid situation -- a deadline that falls after the U.S. election on Tuesday.
Lazzarini, the head of UNRWA, said the laws could upend the "entire humanitarian response in Gaza, which relies on UNRWA's infrastructure."
Israel maintains that other organizations can pick up the mantle of aid to Gaza. "There are alternatives to UNRWA. Already most of the humanitarian aid to Gaza is being handled by other U.N. agencies and international organizations," Oren Marmorstein, a spokesman for Israel's Ministry of Foreign Affairs, said Wednesday. "Anyone who cares about the welfare of people in the region, in Israel and Gaza Strip alike, must act to replace the activities of UNRWA in Gaza with other agencies."
A constellation of groups -- international, governmental and charitable -- provides aid in Gaza, including the U.N. World Food Program, the U.S. Agency for International Development and celebrity chef Jose Andres's World Central Kitchen, among others. But the main challenge is getting food into Gaza and to those who need it, for which other organizations rely on UNRWA. No U.N. agency could take over UNRWA's mandate without the U.N. General Assembly's approval.
The 15 members of the U.N. Security Council, including the United States, "underscored that UNRWA remains the backbone of all humanitarian response in Gaza, and affirmed that no organization can replace or substitute UNRWA's capacity," according to a joint statement signed Wednesday. "The humanitarian crisis in Gaza requires a comprehensive and coordinated response, with UNRWA serving as a central component," the World Food Program said in a statement.
An UNRWA ban could also have grave consequences in the occupied West Bank, where the cash-strapped and unpopular Palestinian Authority controls pockets of territory. UNRWA is a key provider of education, social services and employment there, and the Western-backed Palestinian Authority would be not immediately be able fill the gap.
Sammy Westfall and Miriam Berger contributed to this report.
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Hezbollah, seeking stability, names new leader after Nasrallah's killing
Hezbollah said Naim Qassem -- the former deputy of Hasan Nasrallah, who was assassinated by Israel last month -- would helm the militant and political group.
By Suzan Haidamous, Victoria Bisset, Mohamad  El Chamaa, Kareem Fahim | 2024-10-30

Hezbollah's Naim Qassem attends a memorial ceremony in Beirut in August. (Wael Hamzeh/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


BEIRUT -- Hezbollah on Tuesday announced that it had chosen Naim Qassem, a longtime deputy to slain leader Hasan Nasrallah, to lead the Lebanese militant and political movement as it reels from a punishing Israeli military offensive that has eviscerated the group's senior ranks.
Qassem, a 71-year-old Shiite Muslim cleric, was elected to the post of secretary general by the Shura Council, the group's decision-making body, Hezbollah said in a statement.
A well-known figure in the group who often sat for media interviews and wrote books about Hezbollah, Qassem also served as the movement's public face after Nasrallah's killing, delivering several televised speeches in which he tried to reassure its supporters that Hezbollah's military capabilities remained intact and that the group was prepared for a "long" battle with Israel.
"We are able to continue for days, weeks and months," Qassem said in a televised speech Wednesday, flanked by the Lebanese flag, the yellow banner of Hezbollah and a portrait of Nasrallah. "Leave our land to limit your losses."
Nasrallah, who led Hezbollah for more than three decades, was killed on Sept. 27 in an Israeli strike that flattened residential buildings in Beirut's southern suburbs. Another leading candidate to replace Nasrallah, Hashem Safieddine, was also killed in an Israeli strike this month.
In a social media post Tuesday, Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant appeared to threaten Qassem with assassination as well. "Temporary appointment. Not for long," he wrote, along with a picture of the newly appointed leader.
Despite its setbacks, Hezbollah has continued to launch rocket, missile and drone attacks against Israel, and has put up a formidable fight against Israeli ground forces. Last week, the militant group damaged Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's home in Caesarea in a drone attack and said a "new escalatory phase" was coming.
Qassem was born in 1953 in Beirut to a family that hailed from Kfar Fila, in southern Lebanon, according to a biography on his website. He studied chemistry at Lebanese University and taught high school chemistry, including at a public school east of Beirut.
Naim Halawi, a Lebanese comedian and former student of Qassem's at the school, called him "soft-spoken and methodical."
Qassem was also a founder of the Lebanese Union of Muslim Students and began his political career with Amal, a Shiite political movement, in the mid-1970s. After the 1979 Islamic revolution in Iran, he played an integral role in the formation of Hezbollah, founded in the wake of the Israeli invasion of Lebanon in 1982, with funding and guidance from Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps.

Naim Qassem speaks during a commemoration ceremony at the memorial of Hezbollah commander Imad Mughniyeh in 2022. (Anwar Amro/AFP/Getty Images)


Qassem was appointed deputy secretary general of Hezbollah in 1991 by Nasrallah's predecessor, Abbas al-Musawi, who was killed in an Israeli helicopter attack the next year. He continued to serve in the role when Nasrallah assumed leadership of the party, and his duties, including as a member of the Shura Council, included monitoring Hezbollah's parliamentary activities.
In 2018, under the Trump administration, Qassem was placed under sanctions by the Treasury Department, along with other members of the Shura Council, for "acting for or on behalf of" Hezbollah, which is designated as a terrorist group by the United States.
Despite his years of service and his senior position, he was "not supposed to be Nasrallah's successor," said Hilal Khashan, a professor of political science at the American University of Beirut, who said Qassem had no military role in Hezbollah. His appointment, he added, might indicate that the group "understands it now has to make a shift" away from its military activities toward solidifying its role as a political party, as calls from some quarters in Lebanon for the group's disarmament grow louder in the wake of a war that has devastated swaths of the country.
In his speeches after Nasrallah's death, Qassem voiced support for cease-fire negotiations pursued by Lebanon's parliament speaker, Nabih Berri, a Hezbollah ally. Qassem did not explicitly tie the outcome of those negotiations to a cease-fire between Israel and Hamas in the Gaza Strip, as Nasrallah had before he was killed.
"We will not beg for a cease-fire," Qassem said Wednesday. "If the Israelis decided to stop this aggression, we say we accept but with conditions that we deem suitable and appropriate."
Qassem's appointment gives interlocutors "a clear point of contact for negotiations" and signals that Hezbollah, after a series of withering blows, is beginning to "reestablish itself," said a person close to the group, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to speak on Hezbollah's behalf.
But he is no replacement for Nasrallah, whose "charisma and the affection he inspired" in supporters were "unparalleled," the person said.
"What is undeniable is the necessity for a political leader during this period, which may help mitigate the confusion and chaos that have recently enveloped the party," the person said.
Bisset reported from London and Fahim from Istanbul.
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How U.S. elections could shape Israel's multifront Middle East war
Officials and analysts say the outcome of Tuesday's vote between Donald Trump and Kamala Harris could have major implications for Israeli actions in Iran and Gaza. 
By Loveday Morris, Steve Hendrix, John Hudson | 2024-10-31

Motorists pass an anti-Israel and anti-U.S. billboard Sunday in Tehran. (Abedin Taherkenareh/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


The Biden administration spent weeks persuading Israel not to strike oil or nuclear facilities in Iran, fearing it could propel the region into an even more dangerous phase just before Americans head to the polls. After relatively limited Israeli attacks over the weekend, the Middle East appears to have edged back from the cliff.
But the reprieve could be short-lived. U.S. and Israeli officials, as well as diplomats and regional experts, see Tuesday's election as a critical inflection point -- with the outcome likely to inform Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's actions not just in Iran, but in Gaza as well.
"The elections will define a lot of what Israel's going to prioritize," said Amir Avivi, a reservist brigadier general and former deputy commander of the Israel Defense Forces' Gaza division. "The strategic goals are the same, but what will happen when and when polices are going to be pushed depends on the results."
Whoever wins, Israeli hawks are eyeing President Joe Biden's lame-duck period as a potential opportunity to elicit U.S. support for more far-reaching strikes on Iran, hoping the outgoing administration will be less wary of political blowback at home.

Palestinian first responders remove a body from the rubble of a building hit by an Israeli strike in Beit Lahia, in the northern Gaza Strip, on Tuesday. (AFP/Getty Images)


In Gaza, where Israel's punishing military campaign against Hamas has laid waste to the Palestinian enclave and created a humanitarian catastrophe, the outcome of the election could have major implications for the future of the war. Already, the looming vote appears to have stalled new negotiations on a cease-fire and hostage release deal.
"There is not going to be any progress on the talks until Netanyahu sees who is going to be in the White House," said a person familiar with the thinking of Israel's senior leadership, comments echoed by a diplomat familiar with the matter. Like others in this story, they spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive issues.
Senior Israeli leaders are not of one mind on which candidate would be better for their nation as it navigates its multifront war, the person said.

President Donald Trump arrives with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu before the signing of the Abraham Accords at the White House in 2020. (Saul Loeb/AFP/Getty Images)


In a phone call with Netanyahu earlier this month, former president Donald Trump offered his support for the wars in Lebanon and Gaza, telling the prime minister to "do what you have to do."
Most in Israel remember him as the president who delivered one right-wing priority after another, including recognizing the annexation of the Golan Heights, moving the U.S. Embassy to Jerusalem and declaring that Washington no longer considered West Bank settlements to be illegal under international law. But the Republican candidate's unpredictability means he is viewed as a wild card.
While Vice President Kamala Harris has been more critical than Biden of Israel's conduct in Gaza and has voiced more sympathy for Palestinians, it is unclear how much she would actually alter his policy of nearly unconditional military and diplomatic support.
A Harris administration might have "slightly" more potential to restrain Israel, said Brian Katulis, senior fellow for U.S. foreign policy at the Middle East Institute. "Under a Trump scenario, you're likely to see this embolden Israel's efforts to move even more aggressively forward without any restraint."

President Joe Biden meets with Netanyahu at the White House in July. (Elizabeth Frantz/Reuters)


After the success of this weekend's strikes across Iran, hard-liners in the Israeli government -- and some opposition leaders -- have called on Netanyahu to deliver a more decisive blow against the country's nuclear research program and uranium enrichment sites.
National Security Minister Itamar Ben Gvir described the strike as an "opening blow," saying Israel has a "historic obligation" to remove the Iranian threat.
While the Biden administration has publicly discouraged that step, and analysts said Harris probably would urge similar caution, Trump has been critical of diplomatic efforts to constrain Iran's nuclear ambitions -- exemplified by his 2018 decision to withdraw the United States from the international nuclear deal with Tehran.
For now, Israel's defense establishment is satisfied with the blow it just delivered. But if Iran retaliates, a bigger strike would be on the table.
"Israel could not go back and bomb Iran like that without the Americans on its side," said the person familiar with the thinking of Israel's senior leadership. "Trump has said he's going to control Iran. He might make that kind of military action more likely."
The recent strikes severely damaged Iran's air-defense network near critical sites, according to analysts, including near some nuclear research facilities, leaving them more vulnerable to future attacks.
"Israel left Iran without eyes," said Gayil Talshir, a political scientist at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. "Should Trump return, he and Netanyahu might be tempted to strike" the country's nuclear program.
But Trump has also been clear that he does not want the United States embroiled in foreign conflicts. "Netanyahu wants to drag the United States into a war with Iran," said Alon Pinkas, a veteran Israeli diplomat. "That's not likely to happen under Trump, who is war-averse."

Vice President Kamala Harris and Netanyahu meet at the Eisenhower Executive Office Building in Washington in July. (Kenny Holston/Pool/Getty Images)


During a CBS News "60 Minutes" interview earlier this month, Harris said that preventing Iran from becoming a nuclear power would be one of her highest priorities in office. But when asked if she would take military action to prevent it, she declined to discuss "hypotheticals."
While Harris probably will try to prevent a wider confrontation between Iran and Israel, Katulis said, "I don't see the leverage there," acknowledging the limits of U.S. influence. Under Biden, Israel has angered U.S. officials by carrying out increasingly provocative operations against Iran without advance notice to Washington -- including a deadly strike near an Iranian diplomatic facility in Damascus and the assassination of Hamas political leader Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran.
Whatever the outcome of Tuesday's election, some Israelis hope that Biden -- unfettered by election concerns -- might be more supportive of a deeper strike in the case of Iranian retaliation. If there is a Trump win, Israel is more likely to wait until after Inauguration Day, Jan. 20, to have a coalition of support for a strike, Avivi said.
But "if Kamala wins," he added, "Israel might not wait."

A poster depicts Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar in Beirut in August. Sinwar was killed by Israeli forces in Gaza this month. (Chris McGrath/Getty Images)


In Gaza, Israel has dismantled much of Hamas's military infrastructure and, after a year-long manhunt, killed the group's leader Yahya Sinwar, the architect of the Oct. 7, 2023, attack. Yet its military successes have seemingly brought the war no closer to an end, with Israeli forces further entrenching their presence along strategic corridors and returning to areas cleared months before.
New military operations against Hamas in the north this month, alongside Israel's blocking of aid, has deepened an already dire humanitarian crisis, triggering an unusual letter from U.S. officials to Israel warning of possible cuts to military funding if Israel did not take immediate steps to improve the situation.
While Biden administration officials had hoped Sinwar's death would provide a new opening for cease-fire negotiations, it has also given more weight to hawkish voices in Israel who say Hamas is on the run and are urging Netanyahu to keep up the military pressure.
CIA Director William J. Burns will be in Cairo on Thursday to discuss with his Egyptian counterparts a "process to secure the release of hostages," a U.S. official said. White House officials Brett McGurk and Amos Hochstein, meanwhile, will visit Israel on Thursday for discussions on Lebanon and Gaza, the official said.
Despite the flurry of diplomatic activity, U.S. and Israeli officials say any cease-fire and hostage release agreement is virtually impossible before Tuesday's election, as Netanyahu waits to see who emerges victorious. A Trump win could incentivize Netanyahu to delay any major decisions on Gaza even further -- possibly until after Jan. 20 -- despite pleas from the families of Israeli hostages that time is running out for their loved ones.
Of the more than 100 hostages still held by Hamas in Gaza, only a few dozen are still believed to be alive, according to Israeli authorities.

Activists, many blindfolded, demonstrate Thursday in Tel Aviv in protest of the celebration of the Jewish holiday of Simchat Torah while hostages are still held in Gaza. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post). 


Trump has long surrounded himself with staunch pro-Israel ideologues, including David Friedman, his former bankruptcy lawyer turned ambassador, who is a longtime ally of Israel's settler movement. Trump's financial backers include powerful allies of Netanyahu and long-standing Israel advocates, including Miriam Adelson, who has put $100 million into a pro-Trump super PAC.
A Trump win could "release any constraints that might be on the state of Israel, letting Israel finish the job" in Gaza, said Michael Oren, a former Israeli ambassador to the United States.
How Biden will act in his last days in officer is less clear, he said. "We talk about a lame-duck president being unfettered in supporting a military strike against Iran," he said. "But the same president might be unfettered in taking punitive measures against Israel on Gaza."
Given Trump's close ties to the settler movement, his return to the presidency could embolden far-right voices advocating a return of Israeli settlements in Gaza, which were dismantled when Israeli troops pulled out in 2005. Biden has imposed sanctions on extremist settlers and illegal Israeli outposts, though they have had little impact on Israel's aggressive land seizures in the occupied West Bank.

Thousands of people crowd in front of bakeries in Khan Younis, in southern Gaza Strip, on Thursday. (Haitham Imad/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


A Harris presidency would be seen in Israel as a continuation of the Biden administration, which has given the country unwavering political, economic and military support, alongside public pleas to improve aid flows and protect civilians. Though the United States has gestured at conditioning military aid to Israel on several occasions -- and put a hold on the shipment of some large bombs earlier this year -- it has done little to stay Netanyahu's hand in Gaza or alter the course of the war.
"There are those in government who say there will never be another Zionist president like Biden and he will be missed," said the person familiar with the thinking of Israel's senior leadership. "They expect Harris would be tougher on Israel."
In March, in a speech commemorating the anniversary of Bloody Sunday in Selma, Alabama, Harris opened by talking about the humanitarian crisis in Gaza: "Too many innocent Palestinians have been killed," she said, the kind of direct statement Palestinians had long wanted to hear from Biden. Since Harris became the Democratic nominee, though, those close to her have signaled no major changes should be expected.
"She will continue to work to protect civilians in Gaza and to uphold international humanitarian law," Harris's national security adviser Phil Gordon wrote on social media in August. But she will "always ensure Israel is able to defend itself against Iran and Iran-backed terrorist groups," he said, and "does not support an arms embargo on Israel."
Palestinians are not pinning hope on either candidate, said Sabri Saidam, an adviser to Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas. "We long to see an American president who's serious about ending the war immediately," he said. "We need deeds, not words."
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At least 95 dead, more missing in Spain's severe floods
As much as a foot of rain fell in mere hours in and around the city of Valencia, flooding homes and sweeping away cars. 
By Chico Harlan, Anthony Faiola, Ian Livingston, Beatriz Rios | 2024-10-30

Vehicles are piled in the streets of Valencia, Spain, on Wednesday. (Alberto Saiz/AP)


At least 95 people have died and more are missing after torrential rains caused massive flooding in southeastern Spain, turning roads into rivers of floating cars and cutting off highways and access points, Spanish officials said Wednesday.
As much as a foot, or about 300 millimeters, of rain fell in mere hours late Tuesday, leading to catastrophic flooding in and around the city of Valencia. Totals throughout the day were reportedly as high as 20 inches, or 500 millimeters. In the town of Chiva, about 20 miles from Valencia, the rainfall in eight hours equaled the normal total in a year, Spain's meteorological agency said.
The deluge reached the first floors of homes, swept away vehicles and in one instance -- in footage posted on social media -- knocked down a bridge. As further storms threatened Spain, a red alert was issued for areas around the city of Jerez, and orange alerts for Barcelona, Cadiz and Seville.

Flooding rainfall in Spain on Oct. 29. (NASA)


"We are in a very complicated moment," Carlos Mazon, president of the Valencia region, told reporters. He described the situation as "unprecedented."
Lucia Beamud, a city councillor and resident in the La Torre district of southern Valencia, told the Las Provincias news outlet Wednesday that the waters had risen "in a matter of minutes."
"You could hear people screaming, and the neighbors were calling each other to try to confirm that the others were still alive," Beamud said.
Witnesses described nightmarish scenarios as they sought to navigate the rising waters. One man told the news outlet Levante that he abandoned his car when it began to take on water but was carried away by a current and ended up smashing into a wall. "I thought I was going to die," he said.
Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez told people looking for missing relatives that "the whole of Spain weeps with you," and he promised aid for flood-hit areas.
"We're going to help with all the resources of the state," Sanchez said in a televised address, pledging to "rebuild your houses, plazas, bridges."
Sanchez's minister for territorial policy, Angel Victor Torres, told reporters Wednesday that the government had mobilized more than 2,000 members of the army, civil guard, national police and other forces in a massive operation employing 324 vehicles, including planes and helicopters. But rescue teams, he said, were having difficulty reaching affected areas.
The Interior Ministry said that 92 of the reported deaths were in Valencia. Local authorities said two more were in Castilla-La Mancha and one was in Malaga.
Authorities said the full toll of the disaster may take days to become clear.
"We are confronted with a very difficult situation," Torres said.

Damaged vehicles lie along a highway in Valencia on Wednesday. (Biel Alino/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)



A man beside a flooded street in Valencia on Wednesday. (David Ramos/Getty Images)


The meteorological agency said the disaster was a product of a phenomenon known as isolated depression at high altitude -- when an extremely cold air current descends on hot air. In this case, a combination of low pressure, trapped near the Strait of Gibraltar, and the warm waters of the Mediterranean Sea fueled persistent streams of heavy thunderstorms that dumped on various parts of the country.
Such cold fronts are typical in Spain this time of year. But the temperatures of the Mediterranean have been unusually high -- a result of human-caused climate change, boosted by the strong El Nino last winter. In August, the Mediterranean reached its highest observed temperature for the second summer in a row. Although it has cooled somewhat into the fall, much of the region is still seeing sea surface temperatures some two to six degrees Fahrenheit (one to three Celsius) above average.
Scientists say warmer ocean waters create an atmosphere capable of holding more moisture -- a phenomenon that can supercharge storms.
Pieter Groenemeijer, the director of the European Severe Storms Laboratory, said that the "influence of climate change," in the form of the warmer Mediterranean air, "can make these events even more intense than they used to be." The water temperatures near Valencia are around 73 degrees Fahrenheit.
"For late October that is still very warm," he said.
In some spots in Spain, months' worth of rain poured down in hours. The country's meteorological agency said one station recorded the heaviest rainfall in a 24-hour period in Valencia since 1996. Precipitable water values, a measure of moisture in the air, were around 300 percent of normal Tuesday, according to weather models.
As some of the rain receded across the region, images showed cars jumbled together, junkyard style, in narrow alleyways and on main roads.
Torres said Valencia's dock had reopened and activity was resuming at Valencia's airports, where 1,000 passengers spent the night. Airports from Malaga to Madrid were also affected, with rail and road transport severely impacted. Power and water cuts remained an issue in parts of Valencia.

Emergency workers rescue an injured person in Letur, Spain, on Wednesday. (Mateo Villalba Sanchez/Getty Images)


The government also announced three days of national mourning beginning Thursday, when Sanchez is expected to visit the affected areas.
European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen said the bloc had engaged its Copernicus satellite system to help rescue teams on the ground and offered to send additional first responders.
"What we are seeing is devastating," she said. "Entire villages are covered in mud. People seeking refuge on trees, and cars swept away by the fury of the waters."
The disaster in Spain is the latest in a series of generational flood events across Europe and around the globe. In the United States this month, Hurricane Helene caused more than 200 deaths -- many of them inland, hundreds of miles from where the storm made landfall, as rainfall accumulated and roared into neighborhoods not prepared for calamity.
Last month, a slow-moving storm battered several countries in Eastern and central Europe, killing more than two dozen people. Also in September, floods in Africa killed at least 200, including those who died when a dam burst in Nigeria.
Spain experienced flooding over the summer, too -- in addition to extreme heat and wildfire threats from longer-term drought. The low-pressure area responsible for the recent deluge is expected to keep swirling over the region through the end of the week. Although it is weakening, additional flooding rain is possible in Spain until it departs.

A man cleans up after flooding in Utiel, Spain, on Wednesday. (Manu Fernandez/AP)






This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/10/30/spain-valencia-flash-floods-rain-deaths/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Centuries-old 'witches marks' found carved into walls of English manor house
A volunteer tour guide found an inscription cursing a previous owner of Gainsborough Old Hall, an old manor house in England with a history of ghosts.
By Vivian Ho | 2024-10-30

A photo of a wall etching found at Gainsborough Old Hall in England. (Courtesy of English Heritage)


There was something different about this carving.
For the past two years, Rick Berry has mapped and researched wall carvings found throughout Gainsborough Old Hall, a more-than-500-year-old manor house in England's East Midlands region where he works as a volunteer tour guide.
Some of the etchings reflected the graffiti of various eras long past, Berry told The Washington Post -- old English script and Latin, or flourishes around a regal "R" that could possibly denote the time Henry VIII visited the home with his fifth wife, Catherine Howard, in 1541.
But this one was the name of a previous owner, carved upside down -- and underneath it, another variation of the name, with a rude drawing protruding from the script. "When you get something like that, that is very much a curse," Berry said in a phone call Tuesday, explaining that superstitions of that time considered writing a name upside down to be indicative of a defacement or corruption. "Someone has cursed him."
English Heritage, a charity that maintains historic locations around England, announced these findings in time for Halloween, calling the etchings "witches marks" and saying in a statement provided to The Post that they "make the property a clear contender for the spookiest site of them all."
The curse inscription appeared to target William Hickman, a merchant who took ownership of the manor from the Burgh family in 1596. Hickman, once described as a "threadbare fellow," was notoriously unpopular, despised by locals for levying tolls on river goods and enclosing areas of common land, among other actions, according to English Heritage. It's unclear if the curse had any effect on the businessman, though Berry noted that the coloring of the plaster indicated that it had likely been hidden from sight by a drape or curtain -- exactly as a curse of the time should be to be successful, Berry said.
Berry, who has been volunteering as a tour guide at the house since 2006, said the marks were not likely made by actual, practicing witches, but by ordinary folk living, working or visiting the manor who happened to veer toward the superstitions of the time.

A portrait of William Hickman from 1596, when he moved into Gainsborough Old Hall. (Courtesy of Private Collection)


The discovery of the curse was a first for English Heritage,  which has reported seeing protection marks in its properties but never a curse inscription like that found at Gainsborough Old Hall. Protection marks at the time were believed to apotropaic, or having the power to repel bad luck or evil from the house.
While it's still unknown exactly when each mark at Gainsborough Old Hall appeared, the superstitions behind the carvings date back centuries, before Sir Thomas Burgh II oversaw the building of the house's surviving structures in the 15th century.
"It is astonishing that centuries on, the amazing old buildings in our care still have secrets waiting to be discovered," Kevin Booth, English Heritage's head of collections, said in a statement.

Rick Berry at Gainsborough Old Hall. (Courtesy of English Heritage)


Berry began looking into the marks around Gainsborough Old Hall after some scorch marks drew his attention -- an understandable curiosity for a retired firefighter. After some research, Berry deduced from his observations around the location and pattern of the burns -- about 100 found around the hall, English Heritage said -- that someone likely deliberately made those marks as a form of protection for the house. During that time period, he found, people created burn marks to protect their homes from lightning strikes and accidental fires.
In the servants' wing, Berry also found hexafoils and daisy wheels -- flowers with six petals carved within a simple circle -- a mark that was believed to trap demons, he said. He also observed pentangles, a sign once used to protect against evil, as well as overlapping Vs or Marian marks, which were believed by some to call on the Virgin Mary for protection.
Such protection marks were common for their time, and have been found in other historic locations, according to English Heritage -- but never so many in one place.
"The Old Hall has undoubtedly had a tumultuous past, not least under the ownership of the apparently unpopular William Hickman, but why it's the scene of quite such a high concentration of protective carvings remains a mystery," Booth said in a statement.
Gainsborough Hall has long had a spooky history, with English Heritage offering up ghost tours as well as historical ones. Visitors have reported seeing "the Grey Lady," purported to be the ghost of Elizabeth Burgh, the daughter of Sir Thomas Burgh II. Legend has it, according to English Heritage, that Thomas Burgh locked his daughter away in one of the rooms to prevent her from running away with her lover, prompting her to die shortly after from a broken heart.
But Berry maintains that there's more to Gainsborough Hall than frights and ghost stories.
"I know it's Halloween and it's centuries-old and if you turn the lights off at night, it creaks and it's spooky," Berry said. "But to me, it's the history. This is a stand-alone subject that's interesting all year round."
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The economy is booming, but inflation is on voters' minds as election nears
Downbeat perceptions of the economy have been a defining force of this election cycle, with polls showing the cost of living is among Americans' top concerns.
By Abha Bhattarai | 2024-10-31

A shopper checks eggs Sept. 19 at a grocery store in Chicago. 


The U.S. economy is the envy of the world, with strong growth, easing prices and a robust job market, but voters heading to the polls Tuesday are more likely to be thinking about their experiences with once-in-a-lifetime inflation.
The pandemic-related run-up in prices has made American life costlier and loomed large over the presidential election. Over the past four years, grocery prices have risen by 22 percent, while utilities and new homes by have gone up 28 percent. Although wages have also risen and inflation has come down dramatically, many families are still struggling to catch up.
"This is the first presidential election in 50 years or so where the driving issue is what things actually cost at the grocery store," said Mark Campbell, a Republican strategist. "James Carville famously said: 'It's the economy, stupid.' But that's not really the case. It's how much things cost."
Vice President Kamala Harris recently has managed to narrow the polling gap on how Americans think she'll handle the economy, but the recent run-up in prices remains among the top reasons the race remains so tight, as many voters say they prefer former president Donald Trump to bring costs down.
"I don't agree with a lot of his policies but when it comes to the economy, that's where our views align," said Li Fan, 41, a clinical researcher in Miami who voted for Obama in 2008 and plans to vote for Trump next week. "Democrats want to use taxpayer dollars on all kinds of social services. But Trump says he will lower taxes, and that's the distinction for me."
While strong economies historically have favored incumbent political parties, a wave of populism -- driven in part by discontent over surging prices -- has punished incumbents in a number of nations, including Britain, South Africa and India.
In the United States, the downbeat perception of the economy has defined this election cycle: A majority of voters say the economy is a top concern, with 52 percent saying it is an "extremely important" factor in how they will vote -- the highest level since the throes of the Great Recession, Gallup polls show.
Brennin Fleisher, a recent college graduate in Wilmington, North Carolina, says a 20 percent increase in her rent this summer has made it difficult to cover basics. She makes $45,000 a year at her marketing job, but said she and her boyfriend are considering moving to a cheaper part of the state. They're also putting off plans for graduate school and, like many of their friends, cutting back on new clothes and weekend trips to keep up with rising costs.
Fleisher, 24, plans to vote for Harris, in part because she has been encouraged by the candidate's willingness to address housing affordability head-on.
"She's bringing attention to the things my generation is struggling with," Fleischer said. "It isn't just about abortion or the border -- the things we hear about all the time -- but about the costs we're facing every day, just to have a place to live."
Heading into the election, a barrage of fresh data this week reflected one of the best pre-election economies in decades. Gross domestic product rose at a healthy 2.8 percent annual rate in the most recent quarter. Businesses hired more workers than expected this month, with 233,000 new private sector jobs, according to payroll processing firm ADP. Weekly claims for unemployment benefits for last week hit a five month low, according to a Thursday report.
And Americans may be starting to notice because consumer confidence, a measure of economic optimism, posted its largest monthly jump in more than three years, according to The Conference Board data out this week.
But the strong economy, on its own, has proved a challenge for Democrats to sell, both for President Joe Biden and Harris. Earlier this year, the White House abandoned the catchall phrase "Bidenomics" that they had been using to sum up economic growth from the president's policies boosting infrastructure spending, green energy technology and the chips industry. Republicans and Trump liked to use the phrase as a catchy reminder about the weight of higher prices.
Harris, though, has taken a different approach. Instead of touting the economy's strengths, she has focused on the challenges facing Americans, including high prices for food, housing and childcare. 
"Our biggest challenge is to lower costs -- costs that were rising even before the pandemic, and that are still too high," Harris said in a speech in Washington this week. "I get it."
That tactic has worked -- voters say they trust Harris over Trump when it comes to costs for housing, childcare, nursing homes and prescription medications, according to a recent poll by AARP. Trump, though, continues to hold the lead on "the economy in general."
"There is this long standing assumption that Republicans have the advantage on the economy over Democrats," said Margie Omero, a Democratic pollster at the firm GBAO. "But the specifics of Harris' economic message -- specifically caregiving and tax fairness -- are resonating, which has helped close the gap."
In Dallas, Emily Broadway is switching to Harris after a decade of voting conservative. The 28-year-old, who was president of her school's college Republicans and interned for a GOP senator, said she's felt a growing unease with the party since the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection. This summer she and her husband decided they would vote blue for the first time, in part because they hope to have children soon and worry about losing access to reproductive rights. Plus, she said, the economy feels like it's in solid shape.
"I do feel like as a whole, we're in a better place than we were four years ago," she said. "I'm definitely seeing positives -- some things are getting cheaper at the grocery store, and our lease renewal only went up by a couple of bucks."
Trump, though, has sought to play up inflation on the campaign trail by blaming Harris for rising costs. Instead, he said, he would cut taxes for workers and small businesses, and double-down on drilling for oil. He also plans to enact across-the-board tariffs on all imports -- a move he says will be absorbed by foreign countries, but economists say would make goods costlier for Americans and quickly reignite inflation.
"If Kamala Harris gets four more years, our economy can never recover," Trump said at a rally in New York City this week. "We will rapidly defeat inflation, and we will very simply make America affordable again."
But there are also signs that the economic issues matters less than they used to in elections, particularly as the country becomes more polarized. Pollsters on both sides of the aisle say voters are quick to point to "the economy" as a catchall for voter grievances, including high costs, heal, immigration and tax policy. But when it comes to actually casting a vote, it often comes down to many other factors -- including party lines.
"There's a lot more that goes into a vote than a single topic, even if everyone says that's what's important to them," said Brent Buchanan, a Republican pollster and founder of the firm Cygnal. "Economic issues actually span a whole spectrum, including illegal immigration and sending money to foreign wars -- not just, 'Groceries cost a lot.'"
Emily Holder, a chef in Zionsville, Indiana, said gas prices and the economy are among her "top 10" concerns. But for now, she's much more focused on health care, women's rights and gun control, which take precedent over cheap gas and have tipped the scales in Harris's favor.
"Of course it makes a significant difference when I fill up my car and it's $30 instead of $50," the 36-year-old said. "But at the end of the day, there are other issues that are a much bigger deal for me."
For many others though, the cost of living is still a deciding factor. Umar Saeed, an account manager in Sacramento, says an unexpected layoff and five months of unemployment earlier this year have clouded his views of the economy. He's making less money than he was a year ago, and worries about keeping up with basic expenses.
"Every dollar counts when you're trying to raise a family and I don't feel Biden has done a terrific job in helping working families, or that Kamala will be any better," said Saeed, 42, who is voting for Green Party candidate Jill Stein after supporting Biden in 2020. "Gas is high, groceries are high, going out to eat is high. For common folks like us, there's been a real squeeze on everything."
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Ready to change banks? The Biden administration wants to make that easier.
Switching banks in a huge pain. The Biden administration just took a big step to make it easier, a bid to inject greater competition into the banking industry. 
By Andrew Ackerman | 2024-10-31

A row of ATMs in the Queens borough of New York. (Mary Altaffer/AP)


It could soon get a lot easier to switch banks, thanks to new rules from the Biden administration intended to make lenders compete more for your business.
Right now, it can be a pain to switch to another lender, potentially taking days or weeks. You might have to manually enter automatic debit payments and direct deposits or keep some money in the old account for a while in case you forgot an automatic payment.
New rules from the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau could change this over the coming years. The aim is to give consumers more control over how and when their financial data is used, allowing them to quickly transfer it to another bank or lender -- at no charge.
The rules could also make it easier for consumers to access more-individualized services, such as financial management tools that track your spending, or even new loans that are increasingly offered by financial technology companies that compete with traditional banks.
There's a joke in the finance industry that more people get divorced than switch the bank accounts they had on their wedding day, because switching banks can be so cumbersome. If you try switching banks, you could screw up a bill that is set up for automatic payment. Sometimes you can even get charged for canceling your account, potentially dinging your credit.
That's why the CFPB says it is stepping in with the new rules. That and the 2010 Dodd-Frank law, which allows the agency to give consumers more control over their financial data.
"Too many Americans are stuck in financial products with lousy rates and service," said CFPB Director Rohit Chopra.
Chopra has compared the existing system to the early days of cellphones, when it was difficult to switch carriers and keep your phone number. That changed when the Federal Communications Commission eventually required wireless-number portability between carriers. A bipartisan group of policymakers hope the new rules will do similar things for banking.
You might be able to borrow on better terms by allowing a bank to review data on your spending and recurring bills. The CFPB is hopeful this could help supplement and improve the accuracy of traditional credit histories. Over the longer term, it could reduce the banks' reliance on credit scores, Chopra says.
You might also be able to make payments directly from your bank account rather than by using a debit or credit card. This method of payment, known as "pay by bank," has gained some traction in Europe and countries such as India but isn't yet popular in the United States.
Another benefit could be to move the industry away from a potentially risky practice in which you share your bank log-in information with a third party that scrapes massive amounts of your data without any encryption, leaving it vulnerable to being stolen or otherwise misused. Under the new rules, third parties can collect, use or retain only the data needed to deliver the product you requested. They cannot secretly use the data for their own unrelated business purposes -- for example, targeted advertising.
Big banks say the rules would force them to share sensitive customer information with third parties that are not supervised for cybersecurity or for information security, potentially putting customers at greater risk. They also say screen-scraping and other "unsafe practices" are allowed to persist.
Hours after the rules' release last week, the Bank Policy Institute, a big-bank lobbying group, filed a lawsuit in federal court in Kentucky, arguing that the CFPB would require no oversight of third parties using bank customer data. BPI said the new requirements increase the likelihood of fraud and scams by failing to address weak safeguarding practices, among other objections.
"The CFPB delivered a rule that treats sensitive financial data with as little care as a consumer's web-browsing history," said Greg Baer, president and CEO of the Bank Policy Institute.
The new rules first have to survive the industry's legal challenge -- an open question given the skepticism courts have displayed toward the CFPB. But the long-term political prospects are relatively good, since even Republican policymakers who generally dislike the CFPB support the effort to inject heightened competition into banking, as a key step to giving consumers greater control over their financial lives.
"This is progress for American innovation and consumers, but we can't stop here," Rep. Patrick T. McHenry (R-North Carolina), said in a statement, calling for Congress to "build on the bipartisan consensus regarding financial data privacy."
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Work Advice: How far should I go to accommodate a neurodivergent colleague?
When accommodating neurodivergent colleagues, start by asking them what would help them succeed. The results may surprise you.
By Karla Miller | 2024-10-31

(iStock)


Reader 1: I chair the board of a small nonprofit with an excellent communications director who has a confirmed ADHD diagnosis. She has quadrupled our social media presence in just two years, and the presentations she develops for conferences are brilliant. But her written correspondence is full of errors, and she overlooks or forgets key submission deadlines. The executive director -- her boss -- ends up cleaning up her mistakes.
We don't want to set her up to fail or criticize her for something that's not her fault. We recognize that suggestions that make sense for someone without ADHD ("Make a checklist!") may be pointless for her. At the same time, we cannot afford to let the comms director just be brilliant and hire someone else to do her grunt work. Everyone has parts of their job they like less and are less suited to. And a person can have ADHD and also be unwilling to pay attention to the less palatable aspects of their work. So what is our responsibility, and what is the comms director's?
Reader 2: My co-worker has ADHD with poor executive functioning skills (her acknowledgment). This results in poor data management, failure to follow through on multistep tasks, an inability to work collaboratively, etc. She also refuses to ask for or accept help. She previously held a leadership position and completed law school, which suggests she's capable of overcoming aspects of her disability to do her job.
I sympathize with her challenges, but I also resent having to follow up with her multiple times, handling aspects of her job she finds difficult, and putting up with a dirty and disorganized work environment. Is this just part of accommodating her? Where's the line between my responsibility to assist a neurodivergent co-worker and her responsibility in developing strategies for overcoming her work-specific challenges?
Karla: Can I just take a moment to applaud your empathy? You're not dismissing your colleagues as lazy or sloppy. You're willing to take their neurological needs and challenges into account. You realize that if it were as easy for them as "Just do X," they would happily just do X. You're doing as Wayne McRae, executive director of neurodiverse solutions at consulting and advisory firm CAI, recommends: avoiding imposing ableist assumptions and expectations and instead "acknowledging that everyone has varying strengths and weaknesses."
That said, the existing solutions involve shifting disproportionate effort and responsibility to other people. And you're struggling to reconcile your colleagues' success in one arena with their inability -- or refusal -- to handle mundane tasks everyone else is expected to knuckle down and do.
Is that accommodation, or is it enabling underperformance? In the view of educational and neurodiversity consultant Amanda Morin, the distinction lies in "the involvement of and responsibility placed on the person being accommodated."
"When you're accommodating, the person is not only involved in identifying and understanding there's a need to accommodate, but also in brainstorming and implementing solutions," Morin wrote in an email. "They're an active participant ... [in] developing the skills to manage these needs and function autonomously."
By contrast, Morin says, enabling "removes their involvement in managing their own stuff." A boss who consistently intervenes when deadlines are missed or a co-worker who feels obligated to become a de facto assistant may think they're fixing the problem when they're actually prolonging it, with resentment as a by-product.
First, identify the problematic behavior and explain why the current workarounds can't continue. Then invite the colleague -- with curiosity and an open mind -- to propose new solutions that won't further increase anyone else's net burden. In McRae's words, focus on "balancing empathy with accountability" -- working with rather than around them.
Kelsey Shamrell-Harrington, an attorney with Seattle nonprofit Entre Hermanos, is proof this approach works. Shamrell-Harrington has ADHD, and her challenges include managing time. Early in her career, she was repeatedly put on performance improvement plans (PIPs) for tardiness. Each time, she worked extra hard at being punctual -- but fell into her old habits once the PIP was lifted.
"The best manager I ever had asked me nonjudgmentally what would help me to be as successful off the PIP as I was on it," Shamrell-Harrington wrote via email. "I said, 'Honestly, if you could just send me a monthly email reminding me that being on-time to work is a job requirement, without it being a disciplinary action, that would be amazing.'" Her manager "loved the solution" and did just that; afterward, she said, "I never had to go on a PIP for chronic lateness again."
Monthly e-nudges to be on time might sound like micromanagement. But for Shamrell-Harrington, it was a stress-free form of support that helped her sustain good habits. It was also presumably easier for her boss than filing PIPs.
There is no one-size-fits-all answer -- and that's why it's crucial to involve the person you're trying to accommodate in coming up with their own solutions. As a manager helping neurodivergent junior colleagues figure out what lets them perform their best, Shamrell-Harrington said: "Some people love an exhaustive spreadsheet ... [others] prefer a bullet-point one-page checklist."
Morin, who is herself neurodivergent, relies mostly on automated reminders, email schedulers, AI note-taking and other software solutions. But she also has a human "accountability buddy" for mutual support in staying on track.
Other readers told me they prefer tangible old-school solutions such as whiteboards and notepads. Some need hard-and-fast deadlines; others tackle their to-dos based on what their brain gravitates to. (A sign society still has a way to go in embracing neurodiversity: Aside from the readers quoted here, almost no one I heard from was comfortable going on the record.)
To expand on a saying from the autistic community: If you've met one neurodivergent worker ... you've met one neurodivergent worker.
Want more tips? Alison Green at AskAManager.org published a query on her Oct. 24 blog asking neurodivergent workers how they succeed at work and got lots of responses.
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Starbucks nixes upcharge for milk substitutes amid disappointing earnings
The change, set to take effect Nov. 7, followed calls from customers to do away with the fee for alternatives such as soy, oat or coconut milk.
By Andrew Jeong | 2024-10-31

A Buffalo Starbucks in 2021. (Lindsay Dedario/Reuters)


Starbucks will no longer charge customers extra for nondairy milk alternatives in their lattes, macchiatos and other beverages, the company said Wednesday, part of a strategy to boost slowing sales by streamlining its menu and re-creating a more inviting coffeehouse vibe at its stores.
The change takes effect at Starbucks-owned and -operated stores in the United States and Canada on Nov. 7, the company said in a press release. Customers ordering drinks with nondairy substitutes can expect price reductions of more than 10 percent, it added.
Starbucks CEO Brian Niccol, who assumed the role in September with a mandate to reverse a trend of declining revenue, characterized the removal of the surcharge as one way to return Starbucks to its roots.
"I made a commitment that we'd get back to Starbucks, focusing on what has always set Starbucks apart -- a welcoming coffeehouse where people gather and we serve the finest coffee handcrafted by our skilled baristas," Niccol said. "This is just one of many changes we'll make."
Substituting nondairy alternatives such as soy, oat, almond or coconut milk "is the second most requested customization" from customers, behind only requests for an extra shot of espresso, Starbucks said.
Customers previously complained that the extra fee for nondairy substitutes discriminated against people with lactose intolerance or other dietary restrictions. In March, three California residents filed a $5 million class-action lawsuit against Starbucks over "illegal price discrimination," saying they paid surcharges of up to 80 cents per drink.
Starbucks's announcement Wednesday coincided with the release of what Niccol said were "disappointing" earnings results. The coffee giant reported a net revenue of almost $9.1 billion for the July-September period, down 3 percent compared with the same period last year. It also reported a net revenue of more than $36.1 billion over the past year, up 1 percent.
Niccol said his plans to change Starbucks's financial situation would start with baristas brewing and hand-delivering a customer's order within four minutes. To do that, Starbucks must address inadequate staffing during peak rush hours, he told investors during a conference call Wednesday. Niccol also said that he would bring back self-serve condiment bars by early next year to improve service speeds and that Starbucks would simplify its "overly complex menu."
The company will not raise prices in the next fiscal year, he added.
"We have to make it easier for our customers to get a cup of coffee," Niccol said.
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For this congressman, the national debt is the top issue. Do voters agree?
Across the country candidates are talking about issues like border control and abortion. Schweikert prefers discussing the debt and some unconventional ideas to address it. 
By Jacob Bogage | 2024-10-30

Rep. David Schweikert (R-Arizona) in his Cannon Building office in 2021. (Tom Williams/AP)


SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- As Rep. David Schweikert searched his local Costco for frozen ravioli, a voter approached to pose a question: "How are we going to get this national debt under control?" asked Michael Mansour, an entrepreneur in his 40s.
Even in the frozen-food aisle, there isn't much Schweikert, a seven-term Republican from a swing district in swing-state Arizona, would rather talk about. He may be the only candidate in the country making the soaring national debt -- nearly $36 trillion and climbing -- the centerpiece of his campaign.
But unlike former president Donald Trump, Schweikert isn't pushing spending cuts. Like most Republicans, he also rejects new taxes. Instead, Schweikert argues the federal government should pursue a "unified theory" of debt reduction that includes a "radical adoption of technology" such as artificial intelligence, a talent-based immigration system and a comprehensive plan to attack chronic obesity, among other proposals. He doesn't think the ideas will work to fix the budget woes if they are not adopted as a package.
"The primary drivers of U.S. debt [are] demographics, it's health care," Schweikert said by way of explaining his theory during a recent speech on the House floor. "Fixate on those things. It turns out those are what you do to bend the debt curve."
How those ideas would actually affect the budget can be difficult to discern. But Schweikert says it's too late for a more conventional approach, like cutting spending on federal health and retirement programs. They're already getting crushed by an avalanche of retiring baby boomers, and America has too few workers to replace them. The only way to make the math work, he says, "would be a time machine."
Schweikert's ideas have attracted little notice -- and less support -- on Capitol Hill. But some budget experts say they aren't without merit -- even if they're far-fetched.
"His solutions in no way get us off the hook for eat-your-spinach spending cuts and tax hikes, but bending the cost curve down is an absolutely vital part of health-care reform," said Brian Riedl, a veteran Republican budget aide who is now a senior fellow at the Manhattan Institute, a center-right think tank.
Schweikert's brand of "commitment and creativity is ultimately needed," Reidl said, at a time when many fiscal experts fear that government borrowing is spiraling out of control. "Not every idea is going to be gold. But if one member of Congress has one notable idea that makes a dent in the deficit, they've done a much bigger part than most lawmakers."
But can his debt reduction ideas -- and his constant focus on an issue that Washington has failed to solve, no matter how much he talks about it -- get Schweikert, 62, reelected?
Schweikert faces stiff competition from Democrat Amish Shah, an emergency room physician and three-term state lawmaker, and recent polls show the race to be a dead heat. Democrats see flipping Schweikert's district -- which stretches from parts of Phoenix to rural cowboy country to vast spans of open desert -- as part of their path to a House majority. President Joe Biden carried the district by 1.5 percentage points four years ago.
While Shah's campaign has focused on health care, Schweikert offers voters a bevy of Excel spreadsheets laying out speculative options for tackling that debt that include emerging technologies and new drugs, many drawn from the latest issues of scientific journals: plant extracts that could mimic the effects of weight-loss pills and new methods of photosynthesis that could improve crop yields.
But maybe, he mused over a hot dog on a recent shopping trip, "I'm an idiot for trying to talk about this stuff."
Though most candidates aren't as laser-focused as Schweikert, fiscal policy may well define the work of the next Congress. Chronic obesity and an aging population are driving up spending on federal health programs for the elderly and the poor, including Medicare and Medicaid. The baby-boom generation is hitting retirement, raising spending on Social Security. Together, health and retirement programs are eating up an increasing share of the $6.1 trillion federal budget -- nearly half of all spending in fiscal 2023.
Meanwhile, many of the 2017 Trump tax cuts are set to expire at the end of 2025, and preserving the cuts for individuals would add nearly $5 trillion to the debt over the next decade. Both Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris have laid out spending plans that would add trillions more to the debt, according to an independent analysis, no matter who is elected president.
House Republicans have called for cutting spending on government agencies, but the cuts they've proposed would barely reduce historic annual budget deficits. And while Trump is proposing new tariffs that would raise trillions of dollars in new revenue over a decade, it would be too little to cover the cost of extending his tax breaks -- and could dampen economic growth.
The nonpartisan Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget projects that Trump's spending plans could add as much as $15 trillion to the debt over 10 years, and Harris's could add $8 trillion.
In a series of interviews, Schweikert called addressing the debt a "moral" issue. And as he strolled Costco, he eagerly talked about his debt-reduction ideas.
Maybe health-care systems could leverage artificial intelligence to reduce the cost of care and improve the accuracy of complex diagnoses, he told one voter. If the U.S. could treat obesity and other chronic illness with new drugs like Ozempic and Wegovy, it could have a butterfly effect, he says, lowering health-care costs and helping people work longer, more productive careers.
Maybe the IRS and other federal agencies could invest in more advanced chatbots to help taxpayers complete paperwork, he told another voter. That could cut spending by reducing the federal workforce and help more taxpayers voluntarily comply with the law.
And maybe Congress could induce older workers to stay on the job longer and delay taking Social Security through a tax break, he suggested in a recent interview in Washington. That could help keep entitlement programs afloat.
With more than 167,000 of his constituents receiving Social Security checks, Schweikert hopes these ideas will resonate. But it's not clear if the message resonated with every voter.
After Shah knocked on her door seeking support, Amy Raffa, a 54-year-old dental hygienist said, she plans to vote for Trump, is undecided in the Senate race between Democratic Rep. Rueben Gallego and GOP hopeful Kari Lake, and is leaning toward Shah in the House race just to shake things up.
"Going to the grocery store, I don't know, things need to change," she said. "I haven't liked the last four years, soup to nuts."
In the campaign's final days, Shah has been hammering Schweikert on his opposition to abortion, using the issue to talk more broadly about health-care freedom and cost, as well as Schweikert's self-professed "obsession" with federal spending.
"He has tap-danced around again and again raising the Social Security retirement age or Medicare cuts," Shah said after a morning of knocking on voters' doors in Scottsdale. "I don't know if that's particularly popular or a good idea in this district."
Shah proposes allowing individuals to buy into Medicare for health insurance even if they're below 65, which he says would bring down premiums and help stabilize its finances. The Medicare trust fund is set to go insolvent by 2036, according to federal projections.
For his part, Schweikert has attacked Shah by playing resurfaced footage from 2019 when Shah called for "universal, single-payer Medicare-for-all throughout this country." That issue animated the tea party movement and Schweikert's first run for Congress in 2010, shortly after Congress approved the Affordable Care Act.
Many Republicans elected with Schweikert that year have since left Congress or drifted away from the movement's original modus operandi. Schweikert joined the archconservative House Freedom Caucus, then pulled out in 2023 because, he says, its members were not sufficiently focused on cutting spending.
In television ads, Schweikert says, "The Democrat tax plan will cost you thousands of dollars. My job is to keep that from happening." But in the shampoo aisle at Costco, he said he wasn't sure he'd vote to extend Trump's tax cuts without a way to pay for it.
He notes that Trump recently proposed exempting Social Security benefits from taxes, a plan that would cut funding for the program and shave another year off its lifespan, according to the Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget.
Schweikert said he could do the math to "find you that $1.8 trillion" to pay for the tax cut. "But you have to let me innovate Medicare," he said. "Now will people let me do it?"
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U.S. economy grew at 2.8% pace, slowing slightly ahead of elections
Fresh data from the Commerce Department shows that gross domestic product grew at a 2.8 percent annualized rate.
By Abha Bhattarai | 2024-10-30

Despite inflation, Americans have continued to shell out for a range of goods and services, including cars, dining out and travel. (Fabian Bimmer/Reuters)


The U.S. economy continued its expansion in the third quarter, growing at a slightly slower annualized rate of 2.8 percent and reinforcing a rosy lens of the economy days before the elections.
The latest gross domestic product report, released Wednesday by the Commerce Department's Bureau of Economic Analysis, offers a snapshot of an economy that's been able to withstand policy swings and political uncertainty. Growth moderated from the previous quarter's 3 percent reading but remains sturdy.
"The U.S. economy is now in a very good spot and is characterized by full employment, price stability and strong productivity gains," said Joe Brusuelas, chief economist at RSM. Even with the gradual slowdown, the U.S. economy is still "firing on all cylinders," he said.
Consumers are fueling much of that momentum with spending that has outlasted even the most optimistic forecasts. Despite inflation, Americans have continued to shell out for a range of goods and services, including cars, dining out and travel.
However, there are pockets of softness. A dip in housing investments, a slowdown in inventory purchases and a rise in imports all dragged down the latest reading. Many economists expect growth to decelerate later this year and into 2025, as state and local governments dial back their spending.
Americans are seeing smaller income gains and are saving less than they were earlier in the year, the data shows. The personal savings rate -- which measures how much money Americans are able to set aside -- dropped to 4.8 percent from 5.2 percent in the previous quarter.
Still, consumers, businesses and the government have kept spending and investing despite high interest rates and political uncertainty, which has helped bolster the economy beyond what economists had predicted even a few months ago. Gross domestic product, which measures the goods and services in the United States, has increased for 10 straight quarters.
"We did not expect growth to be this strong this year," said Luke Tilley, chief economist at Wilmington Trust. "It really is a testament to consumer spending and to the fact that U.S. firms have been incredibly productive and innovative in dealing with the challenges of higher interest rates and labor costs."
The upbeat snapshot of the economy could help boost Vice President Kamala Harris's standing in the coming days. Both she and former president Donald Trump have campaigned heavily on economic issues in hopes of winning over voters who consistently cite the cost of living as among their top concerns. Harris has focused on lowering costs for middle-class families by making housing, childcare and groceries more affordable. Trump, meanwhile, has doubled down on his plans to lower taxes and institute across-the-board tariffs on imported goods.
On Wednesday, White House officials cheered the latest GDP reading as proof its policies are spurring broad-based growth. And, they said, efforts to bring down inflation are working in ways that are already helping families.
"Our economy is strong ... strong business investment and resilient consumers are driving today's growth," Lael Brainard, director of the National Economic Council, said in a call with reporters. "We are clear-eyed that there is important work to do to lower key costs that burden working families, but we're seeing some progress."
The Trump campaign, meanwhile, took aim at the administration's track record, pointing out how economic growth came in below economists' forecasts of 3 percent.
"Third quarter GDP came in 'weaker than expected' as economic growth continues to slow in Kamala's economy," spokeswoman Karoline Leavitt said. "President Trump will make our economy boom again."
By many accounts, the economy is bustling: Companies are hiring, wages are rising and Americans are spending heartily. Quarterly GDP growth during Joe Biden's presidency has averaged 3.2 percent. That's compared with 2.5 percent annualized growth in the first three years of Trump's presidency, before pandemic-related disruptions.
After raising interest rates aggressively in response to covid-related inflation, the Federal Reserve last month began cutting borrowing costs and is expected to do so again next week. Economists say that should help breathe life into the housing market and spur further investments by both households and businesses.
But it's still unclear how the coming year will play out. Manufacturing has stalled in recent months, layoffs are ticking up and mortgage rates -- still hovering around 7 percent -- have yet to budge despite a drawdown in interest rates. The outcome of Tuesday's presidential election could also change the economy's trajectory. Harris and Trump have very different plans for key economic issues, including taxes, housing affordability and tariffs.
"The numbers are solid, and consumption is up," said Joseph LaVorgna, chief economist at SMBC Nikko Securities and a former Trump White House economic adviser. "But what happens next year will depend on what happens next week."
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3 of my favorite red wines for cool autumn nights
These red wines from the Loire Valley and Beaujolais are ideal for crisp weather sipping.
By Dave McIntyre | 2024-10-31

FROM LEFT: Trenel Fleurie 2020; Couly-Dutheil Les Gravieres Chinon 2022; Chateau Moulin Favre La Centenaire Julienas 2023. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post)


My favorite wines are seldom the world's classics (well, with the exception of champagne). Among my favorite reds are the cabernet francs of the Loire Valley and the gamays from the cru appellations of Beaujolais. These wines seem to convey the spirit of nature itself, and while I enjoy them year round, they are especially appropriate for cool autumn nights, when a hint of smoke and the breath of boxwood perfume the air.
Beaujolais, France, $25
Aromas of violets, lavender and tomato leaf complement flavors of dark plums and cherries. Fleurie tends to be on the lighter side of the cru Beaujolais. This wine is lithe and supple, almost invigorating with every sip. Alcohol by volume: 13 percent. Bottle weight: 555 grams (Average).
Imported by Folio Fine Wine. Distributed locally by Breakthru Beverage.
Loire Valley, France, $26
A perennial favorite of mine, this Loire Valley cabernet franc is earthy and smoky, with flavors of dark berries and cherries, white pepper spice and tobacco. This style of wine always takes me back to my grandparents' house: shadowy and dark, with aromas of wood and leather, pipe tobacco, comfortable chairs and old books. And cuckoo clocks. Well okay, I hear cuckoo clocks going off in my mind whenever I taste this wine, because it reminds me of my grandparents' house. ABV: 14.5 percent. BW: 555 grams (Average).
Imported and distributed locally by Elite Wines.
Beaujolais, France, $45
Celine and Armand Vernus are the sixth generation to tend this family winery in Beaujolais. The La Centenaire is crafted from century-old vines on granite and schist soils in the Julienas cru appellation. The wine shows depth and concentration from the old vines, and a savory, spicy fruitiness on the palate that masks the uncharacteristically high alcohol. The Vernus also make a delicious Brouilly and a white Bourgogne (chardonnay) that retail in the mid-$30s and are worth seeking out. ABV: 15 percent. BW: 420 grams (Light).
Franck's Signature Wines, imported and distributed locally by Lanterna Imports.
Prices are approximate. For availability, check Wine.com, Wine-searcher.com and the websites and social media feeds of the wineries, importers, distributors, and your favorite local wine store. You can also ask your local retailer to order wines from the distributors listed. Bottle weight is included, because this is the single most important contributor to wine's carbon footprint. Have wine questions for Dave McIntyre? Send them to Food@washpost.com.
 Good: The wine delivers what it promises at a fair price. If it says chardonnay, it tastes like chardonnay.
 Excellent: A wine with character and added interest. May elevate your eyebrows at the first sip.
 Extraordinary: An exciting wine that stands out from others in its class. Fist-pumping, table-thumping good.
 Sublime: Otherworldly. May have you thinking, "So this is what they were talking about."
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Cocktails infused with baking spices bring on the holiday spirit
Baking spices add holiday flare, complexity and layers of flavor to fall cocktails.
By M. Carrie Allan | 2024-10-31

Pear of Queens cocktail features with a cardamom-infused pear brandy or vodka, pear nectar, maple syrup and Angostura bitters, among other ingredients. (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


Imagine a medieval serf, tractor-beamed from behind his tiller and plopped down into a contemporary, middle-class kitchen. The appliances alone would have him shaking in his cow-effluvia-stained boots! He would have so many questions. "Where is the tiny wizard conjuring blocks of ice from this magical metal box?" "How does this humming wheel make food hot without any fire?" and of course, "What's a middle class?"
Of course the technology would astound, but imagine his astonishment at a more low-tech wonder: the spice rack. Vial upon vial of substances that -- if known at all -- were accessible only to royalty and the fabulously wealthy, plants that would drive armadas across seas, waves of trade and piracy and colonialism in search of botanical booty that we can now pick up at the corner grocery. To our serf, the average spice rack, loaded with cinnamon and ginger and peppercorns, would make the owner seem like an emperor.
Get the recipes: Flannel Shirt Cocktail, Five-Spice Old-Fashioned, and Pear of Queens Cocktail
With so much in the world going, well, "not great, Bob," it's a cliche to suggest seeking out little things to be grateful for. It's also not wrong. "Enjoy every sandwich," as Warren Zevon reminded folks. For me, sometimes those little things are small as a pod of star anise -- not only a powerhouse of aroma and flavor, but so symmetrical and rich in color it seems like a talisman. There's an old story in which three people are challenged to spend a few pennies to fill a room with something. The wisest chooses a candle, suffusing the room with light and warmth. Toasting herbs like cinnamon and cardamom can have a similar effect.
All the better if you then add those spices to drinks, warming up your whole day. Much mockery has been aimed at the ubiquitous PSL, its creamy sweetness an easy mark for coffee purists, but its basic formulation of spices -- cinnamon, clove and nutmeg -- is hard to debate. The combination works beautifully in so many holiday breads and pies, and they're the backbone of the spice tincture I keep on my bar. But there are also other spices that work great in holiday cocktails, with multiple effective means of application. (Also ineffective ones. Spice is nice, but if you don't strain the botanicals out of a drink, you risk choking on a clove or just swallowing what will taste like a mouthful of flavorful wet sand.)

Flannel Shirt Cocktail. (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


One of the best and easiest ways to spice things up comes in a little bottle every home bar should have: Angostura bitters. If you ever make cocktails at home, you should keep Angostura in your toolbox. Its baking spice notes tie together Manhattans, add complexity to Old-Fashioneds and can enhance countless other drinks. While Angostura's makers are fiercely protective about revealing its ingredients, assess for yourself: Put a drop or two in your palms, rub them together and inhale the holiday kitchen. In the North Pole, teenage elves probably slather it on like cologne.
That said, the intensity of bitters means you have to use them in careful measure -- a dash too much and you can overpower a drink, not only with their spices but with the bitter botanicals, like gentian and cinchona bark, that give them their name.
Balancing liqueurs, on the other hand, requires compensating for their sweet side. Allspice dram, ginger liqueur, and a range of fruit and floral liqueurs that contain spice elements -- St. George Spiced Pear and Sorel, made with hibiscus, are among my favorites for this time of year -- are loaded with flavor; ditto some of the caramelly Italian amari -- Averna, Ramazzotti, CioCiaro, Montenegro are all in the autumn-spiced zone, and Baltimore-based Baltamaro makes a Szechuan spice inflected bottle that I really like.
One of my favorite fall cocktails, the Flannel Shirt, exemplifies how various sources of spice can build on each other for a drink that's complex and hugely quaffable. Invented by Jeffrey Morgenthaler, author, cocktail blogger and co-owner of Pacific Standard in Portland, it's a fall cocktail I've made for years. With allspice dram, Angostura and Averna layered into rich Scotch whisky and fresh apple cider, its multiple parts add up to something bigger and better -- the sort of drink that can convert those nervous about either whiskey or amaro.
If you can't get the flavors you're after with a commercial bottling, you can make your own bitters and tinctures (think bitters without the bitter), spiced syrups, or spirits infused with added spices. The main things to keep in mind for any of these: Heating spices helps release their flavorful components, and be sure to thoroughly strain the resulting liquids prior touse.

Five Spice Old-Fashioned. (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


Having recently been considering how well anise and orange work together, I turned to five-spice powder, a blend of multiple botanicals popular in Chinese cooking, to flavor a batch of simple syrup. The blend varies, but typically includes cloves, cinnamon, fennel, some kind of peppercorn and star anise. It's a beautifully fragrant and complex mix, and like most spices, turns even richer when briefly toasted. The syrup worked beautifully for the Five-Spice Old-Fashioned, especially when the drink is zhushed with orange bitters and an expression of orange peel, which bump the aromatics even higher. Keep the leftover syrup for other holiday drinks -- a more wintry Cosmo or a pomegranate daiquiri, for starters.
Toasting spices and then heating them again in a cocktail syrup gets their flavor and aroma into your glass. When you instead infuse spices into a spirit, you're using the alcohol to extract those same properties (yes, alcohol is a solvent -- another reminder of the virtues of moderation in consuming it). I usually lean toward making tinctures or syrups due to pure economics: Spices, sugar and a little grain alcohol are cheaper to experiment with than bottles of good spirits. Alcohol is a highly efficient extractor of flavor, but do you want an entire bottle of pumpkin spice-infused bourbon?

Pear of Queens Cocktail. (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


That said, if you're hosting around the holidays, I encourage you to commit to the infusion required for the Pear of Queens. It echoes the flavors of Scandinavian spiced pear bread without turning the drink into dessert, and it's easy to scale up and pre-batch for company. Cardamom is one of my favorite spices because it's so complex -- is it citrusy? Is it piney? Is it even a little ... lemongrassy? Yes! And it can be used across so many kinds of cooking. I find myself adding it to breads and pastries as often as to curries.
The standard ground cardamom is what I used here, but if you're grinding your own spices, be sure to use green cardamom pods -- black and white cardamom have very different flavors. Real pear brandy is the perfect base, but it tends to be pricey, and if you're not feeling spendy, you can use a good pear vodka (Grey Goose La Poire is a solid option). Don't sub in a pear liqueur, as it will make the drink too sweet. As it is, the Pear of Queens is a great drink to offer as a pre-dinner cocktail, to accompany holiday baking extravaganzas or simply to toast the wonder that is your spice rack.
Get the recipes: Flannel Shirt Cocktail, Five-Spice Old-Fashioned, and Pear of Queens Cocktail
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This turkey, squash and kale soup tastes just like Thanksgiving 
When you want the flavors of a Thanksgiving feast without all the work, turn to this veggie-packed, stuffing-topped soup.
By Daniela Galarza | 2024-10-31

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


This column comes from the Eat Voraciously newsletter. Sign up here to get one weeknight dinner recipe, tips for substitutions, techniques and more in your inbox Monday through Thursday.
There are only two things I like about Thanksgiving in America: the food and the people eating that food with me. Recently, when I wanted a taste of those comforting flavors -- but had no desire to cook a multicourse meal -- I came up with this soup recipe, redolent of the sage-scented turkey, sweet squash, stewed vegetables and buttery stuffing that frequently dress a Thanksgiving table.
The smells and textures of those dishes on the same plate, in the same bite, are so deeply embedded in my head that the moment I notice a golden leaf with crimson edges fall at my feet, my brain fast-forwards to the image of the previous year's Thanksgiving table. This year, that moment happened during the second week of September. That was when I developed this recipe for a soup that pulls in the harvest holiday's best.
Get the recipe: Thanksgiving Soup
Last year, I celebrated Thanksgiving in Tucson with my family. There was roasted squash, stewed leafy greens, burnished turkey, all of the potatoes and a mountain of herb-flecked stuffing. That memory inspired this soup, which starts with the foundational combination of onions, carrots and celery. Sprigs of herbs go in along with extra-lean ground turkey. (Using fattier meat will turn the soup greasy if it's not drained off.) Once the meat is broken up into bits and cooked through, an optional splash of wine goes in, followed by diced butternut squash and lots of broth. Chopped kale melts into the bubbling broth near the end.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


I opted to use frozen diced butternut squash here, because it's so much easier to deal with, but you could substitute fresh if you'd like. Because the turkey is ground, it absorbs flavors quickly as it cooks and releases those flavors into the broth as it simmers. This also means this soup doesn't have a long cooking time -- a boon for a weeknight.
The crowning finish, an idea I'm especially proud of, is a handful of stuffing croutons, set atop each bowl just before it's served. The dried, seasoned bread cubes soften slowly into the hot soup. As they do, they turn into stuffing, while the ones on top remain crunchy. You could make your own seasoned croutons,  but I tried several packaged stuffing mixes and found that using store-bought was both quicker and better.
This tastes like my ideal Thanksgiving meal, but you should feel free to tweak it to create your own Thanksgiving-in-a-bowl. You could skip the squash and add diced sweet potatoes or let halved baby potatoes simmer into creamy, mashed-potato-like lumps. You could use chopped collards or green beans if that feels more right to you than kale. And if you only really celebrate Thanksgiving for the sides, skip the ground turkey, add browned, sliced mushrooms -- or just a rich mushroom-heavy broth -- and have sidesgiving in a bowl.
The only thing missing is the warm feeling of camaraderie, but we'll get to have that in a few short weeks. And keep this recipe handy. I've included instructions for how to make it with leftover Thanksgiving turkey and more.
Get the recipe: Thanksgiving Soup




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/food/2024/10/31/thanksgiving-soup-turkey-squash-stuffing-croutons/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Ask Sahaj: I rely on my stepdaughter a lot, but she's mean to me.
Relying on an often-angry stepdaughter for rides to and from doctor's appointments weighs heavily on this letter writer whose husband recently passed away.

By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2024-10-31

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Dear Sahaj: A few years ago, my husband and I relocated from our (beloved) hometown to a new city. My stepdaughter talked us into it so that she could help with his declining health. He passed away a year later.
Now I find myself in a strange and undesirable city and, aside from a few acquaintances, my stepdaughter is the only person I know. She is close to my age. We don't socialize, but she has become involved in my medical care. This mostly includes driving me to and from procedures that involve anesthesia, so I can't go alone. I've been doing my best to stay on her good side because, with my condition, her help is a matter of life and death.
The problem is that my praising, smiling and always agreeing with her is wearing thin. When I don't act as expected, she gets angry. For instance, she found some porch furniture online that she thought I should buy. I gave her five reasons I didn't like it. Her response was that we had to pick it up soon so that it didn't get sold to someone else. When I refused, she got angry and hung up the phone on me.
The anxiety and depression I feel is getting worse. Is there anything I can do to make this relationship tolerable? Therapy is not an option in or anywhere near this small city.
-- Close to the Edge
Close to the Edge: You can be grateful for what your stepdaughter is doing for you, and you can be upset at how she's talking to you. The fears that are keeping you from speaking up are also keeping you from having a deeper, honest relationship with her.
What happened after she hung up on the phone with you? Did you tell her that you didn't appreciate being treated that way? Did she apologize? Or did you both act like nothing happened -- deepening your discomfort and anxiety around her and absolving her of taking accountability in the relationship?
You are shaming yourself into feeling grateful for all your stepdaughter is doing for you rather than dealing with what you're actually feeling. When gratitude is expected and is an integral part of a relationship, it can lead to feeling indebted or like you're not allowed to disagree or advocate for yourself. This creates a power differential where you feel like your feelings or needs matter less. You've equated being grateful with being compliant. But you can be grateful and you can assert your own feelings. By acting one way but feeling another you are not only misleading your stepdaughter, but you are actually betraying yourself and your own needs.
What does making the relationship "tolerable" even mean to you? Be honest about what you are okay with in, and want from, the relationship. You may decide it's simply being cordial when she drives you to doctor appointments and not having a deeper relationship outside of that, or you may find that you want to feel connected to your stepdaughter in ways that don't revolve around your health.
Be clear about what you are feeling since you are engaging with her regularly. Try using positive reinforcement while also using I-language. This may sound like, "I appreciate that you care so much, but I feel like you weren't listening to me when I was trying to tell you that I didn't want the furniture you showed me." Or next time you're in the car on the way to the doctor, say something like, "I am so grateful for your help, but I felt really hurt when you hung up on me yesterday."
If speaking up doesn't change anything and accepting your stepdaughter's help feels untenable, it's worth considering alternative options for rides to and from your doctor visits. Look into national programs or databases, or even ask your doctor about a referral to a social worker that can help you navigate this systemic barrier. Even more, what does it look like for you to build community in your new home city? It sounds like you may be experiencing feelings of resentment for your daughter "talking you into" moving. Can you join a book club at your local library branch? Or get to know your neighbors better? Or take on a new online class or hobby to meet other people virtually? I encourage you to consider how you can expand your sense of community if you plan to stay or consider what moving may realistically look like for you.
Finally, I know you think therapy is "not an option" but I want to challenge that getting support is more accessible than ever with online platforms and communities. You can consider joining Facebook groups to feel less alone in your grief. Or you can utilize databases like Psychology Today or Open Path Collective to find therapists who offer virtual sessions in your state that you can have in the comfort of your own home. More immediately, you can reach out to support through helplines. Even though you may feel lonely, please don't think you have to struggle in silence. Good luck!
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Asking Eric: Readers respond to older adults seeking connection
Readers write in with ideas for previous letter writers who are looking for connection and community.
By R. Eric  Thomas | 2024-10-31
Dear Readers: On Sept. 23, I published two letters from older adults experiencing loneliness (Still Grieving and Wants a Connection). I asked those of you who have successfully found connection at a later stage in life to write in.
And write in you did! I received so many wonderful letters, full of anecdotes and suggestions, that I'm splitting them into two columns. Some today and some next Saturday, Nov. 9. Hopefully, these will inspire new connections at any stage of life.
Dear Eric: I left a marriage of 35 years, retired and moved to a new town. For one year I went to every fundraiser hosted by the area's nonprofit to determine "who are my people?" At the fundraiser for our local music venue, I entered the photo booth to have my picture taken. To my surprise, the photographer, also recently divorced and new in town, was taken by my smile. It's been eight years of happy times, getting to discover the area together.
-- Unexpected Profit
Unexpected: "Who are my people?" is such an important question! Love this way of finding them.
Dear Eric: Still Grieving stated that he was a secular humanist, so church was off the table. Not so at all! The Unitarian Universalist church has no theology, requires no belief in anything, supports each member on whatever spiritual path they happen to be on (or not on). No Bible readings, hymns about love and support and nature but not God. There are atheists, Buddhists, humanists, agnostics, earth-based spiritualists, people just looking for community.
-- UU Community
UU: Good point. Many Unitarians reached out to me.
Dear Eric: One month after my dear dog died, I felt I urgently needed another dog. One day, after adopting my new dog, I was on a website for cities and neighborhoods to post events. The first post I saw was "Looking for a puppy for my puppy to play with." In short, the woman had the same breed of dog, which was a month older than mine, and lived walking distance from my house. All four of us have been best friends ever since. I am certain that my dog and my friend were heaven sent.
-- Dog Delight
Delight: Pets can provide wonderful companionship, as well as connect us to others.
Dear Eric: In our 70s, my husband and I moved into an independent living apartment in a 400-person continuing care retirement community with lecture series, musical programs (mainly classical), and a multitude of activities from climate advocacy to painting to exercise classes to poker.
-- Aging Well
Aging Well: Many wrote about the numerous benefits of their retirement community, as well as organizations like the Village Movement for older adults living alone.
Dear Eric: There are senior centers in nearly every town and here in Colorado, the members are in catalogues filled with opportunities. I started line dancing and met so many new friends! Our seniors sign up for hikes, trips to so many local locations and events and plays and restaurants that it would take me 40 pages to list them all. Get out of your house and get out of your comfort zone.
-- Always Active
Always Active: Dancing came up in a lot of answers, especially square dancing and line dancing. People love the opportunity to meet people and the benefits for mental acuity.
Dear Eric: I decided to try an online dating site for seniors. By coincidence, my now-husband was on the same dating site, albeit more than 900 miles away in a different state. Despite the physical distance, we each felt a connection that grew stronger with regular emails. We actually bought our present home together before we had met in person a mere six weeks after our first email. We did "see" each other as we Skyped nightly and exchanged regular emails.
Finally, after three months, he packed his van, and we moved in together. That was three years ago. I am now 85 and he is 84. Yesterday, we bought a new car together which may be our very last car, but that's okay as the future is now, not someday.
-- Crossing the Distance
Crossing: What a lovely sentiment. Finding connection through online sites -- many folks also talked about Match.com -- proved to be the key for a lot of folks.
Dear Eric: Last winter, I enrolled in a film developing class at the junior college. Everyone in the class could've been my grandchild, age-wise. It was fun to be around young people. One in particular, a high school senior, introduced herself to me early on and we bonded over photography and writing. She moved her seat next to mine. Nine months later and class long gone, we are still friends.
-- Friendship Developing
Friendship: I adore this -- lifelong learning and intergenerational friendship.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Kentucky gardeners fight hunger with little free produce libraries       
At trade stations in Louisville, Kentucky, gardeners feed the community with excess fruits and vegetables anyone can take.
By Jim Webster | 2024-10-31
LOUISVILLE, Ky. -- Noah Curtis was eager to be an idealistic entrepreneur, so much so that he left college before he completed his degree in economics to start his own business. He had worked in landscaping since he was a teenager and he was good at it, so he decided that's where he would focus his company.
His business plan for Pineal called for the things you might expect, such as helping homeowners and businesses keep their property neat and beautiful. He helps them set up vegetable gardens, and he can get really excited when talking about improving soil.
The idealistic part: Curtis, 27, wanted his company to build community and feed the hungry, too.

Tomatoes in a trade station in Louisville's Portland neighborhood. 


He named his company not after some horticultural metaphor, but after a gland buried deep in the brain. That gland is thought to be responsible for regulating circadian rhythms based on relative light and darkness. More esoterically, the 17th-century French philosopher Rene Descartes theorized that it was "the seat of the soul."
All the shovels are still in the back of the truck, but we're already digging in deep.
Curtis's method for achieving the more altruistic parts of his plan seemed simple enough. In his dad's driveway, he fashioned a little all-weather shelving unit out of cedar. He called it a trade station and put it in a neighborhood with a sign encouraging people to leave any excess produce from their gardens on the shelves. It also invited others to take those donations, whether they donated anything or not. Think of them as Little Free Libraries, but for cucumbers instead of Tom Clancy.
A year later, more than 50 trade stations are spread out over eight counties around Louisville and stretching into Southern Indiana, and an active community of people contribute to them and benefit from them.
Each of those stations has a story.

Trade station participant Velvet Welch at Sacred Earth Community Garden. 


Velvet Welch had a lot of reasons for starting Sacred Earth Community Garden. The final straw was when she went to the supermarket during the pandemic and found the shelves empty.
"I was never going to let that happen to me again," she said.
But that wasn't even the main reason. She grew up here in the Shawnee neighborhood, west of downtown Louisville -- her mom's house is across the street from the garden -- and was dispirited about what has become of the place that holds so many fond memories for her.
Welch, 63, had heard too many stories of youths "getting into mayhem," and she knew exactly why. When she was their age, there was a skating rink and a bowling alley and other things to do. Now there's nothing. Left to their own devices, there's only mayhem.
So she got access to a 3,700-square-foot piece of land and a building that used to house a small restaurant. She started planting in 2023 and now harvests asparagus, okra, cucumbers and more, and she has apple, paw paw, Asian pear, fig and even olive trees she hopes will bear fruit one day.
Through corporate donations, she hires a dozen or so teens from the nearby high school to help her in the garden. They come three nights a week, two hours a night for six weeks to plant or weed or harvest. They get to take home anything they pick.

Beans grow in a raised bed at Sacred Earth Community Garden. 


She's retired after 20 years in the Army and has master's degrees in divinity and Christian ministries. The garden sessions include lessons in mindfulness and entrepreneurship.
"I'm excited I have the time to provide to the youth, and more so that they're excited to be here," she said.
She found Pineal on social media and contacted Curtis about getting a trade station so she could provide the fruits and vegetables of her labor to the neighborhood. She says the closest supermarkets are more than a mile away, and people without transportation have a hard time accessing fresh produce. This makes it easier.
"What he's doing is really powerful," Welch said of Curtis. "It allows people to go back to what we used to do back in the day, borrow a little."
It allows them to watch out for their neighbors -- and their neighborhood.

Trade station participant Richard Lewis at his home in Louisville. 



Lewis harvests figs grown at his home. 


It's early Saturday morning, and I've driven to a residential area on the other side of Louisville for a meetup of gardeners at one of Curtis's trade stations.
Two people are there when I arrive, but before long, there are close to a dozen. Most have brought some produce, or houseplant cuttings, or seedlings ... but many are just there for the conversation. One guy arrives and introduces himself as Planta Claus. There's a lot of milling about, and smaller groups form. People flit from one conversation to another. What critters gave you the most problems this year? What's the best way to propagate cacti? What on earth is that three-foot-long gourd?
It's sort of like a cocktail party, except people are snacking on raw cherry tomatoes. A bloody mary in its most primitive form.
I start talking to Tyler Lloyd, 37, who brought those conversation-starting gourds and two boxes of bounty from his nearby garden. Richard Lewis, 30, joins the conversation, and though they've never met, they soon realize their properties abut and that they share a pond. They make plans to tour each others' gardens.
Meanwhile, I look in Lloyd's box of produce. I recognize everything except a small box of yellow peppers. There are probably two pounds of them. I ask what they are.
"Datil peppers," he tells me, and starts to explain further. But I already know. I've been looking for the variety because I've wanted to make hot sauce from them. I'd never seen them in person! He confirms they are excellent for hot sauce and tells me how he makes his.
The rest of the meeting involves people talking, eating more tomatoes and trading plants and produce. I keep my eye on that box of peppers. Journalistic ethics dictate that I should not take those peppers. But what if they're still there when the trading is done? I try to walk away and not look. But I keep ending up back at the box and reevaluating my professional principles.
Finally, the group is breaking up, and Lewis is looking at the peppers. He isn't sure he knows what to do with them, but Lloyd encourages him ... and so do I. Please take them! Make hot sauce!
He takes them. My professional standards survive intact, and I am rooting for him and his hot sauce.

Trade station participant Jazzii Hardin at her home in Louisville. 



Hardin displays a homegrown tomato. 


Jazzii Hardin is showing me around her garden, and I can tell she could talk about the subject all day. For now, vegetable plants run around the perimeter of her large backyard, but she starts pointing to spots in the open space to explain what she's planning for next season.
This is her first crack at gardening, and she has had success with tomatoes, peppers, Brussels sprouts, herbs, asparagus and more.
Oh, and she doesn't like to eat vegetables.
There's a Pineal trade station in front of her house, and she grows to fill it for others. Her neighbors drop off their excess harvest for her station as well. But that's just the start of what she's doing.
Hardin, 27, monitors Pineal-related social media groups, and if she sees a wealth of produce or plants at one station, she takes it upon herself to go collect it and deliver it to a station in an underserved part of town.
She is the Robin Hood of Louisville horticulture.
No one asked her to do this; in fact, Curtis suggested that she not. Not because he didn't love the idea, but because he thought it was too big an investment of time and gas for her. But that didn't stop her.
On this day, she has harvested enough tomatoes to fill a 12-quart stock pot. We drive to two stations in West Louisville, and she carefully arranges her tomatoes on the stand, then takes a photo and posts it on those social media pages. The basic message: Come and get it.
She tell me a story at one of the stations, in the Portland neighborhood, about one of the first times she delivered there. She was stocking the station when she spotted a young boy running toward her. She offered to move, but he patiently asked her to finish. He was just eager to get some cherry tomatoes. So she finished and told him to take all he wanted. He grabbed his share and smiled at her as he started popping the tomatoes in his mouth like they were candy.

Jazzii Hardin delivers homegrown vegetables to a trade station in Louisville's Portland neighborhood. 


"The smile on that kid's face, that just changed it for me," she recalled. "These kids see what you're trying to do; they understand. I knew that I had to keep doing this."
So she'll keep growing, keep redistributing, keep reaping the good vibes of helping her neighbors.
"A lot of people like to just snack on tomatoes. I'm not snacking on tomatoes. I'm just hoarding them at this point," she says. "I might as well give them away."
Driving around Louisville with Curtis, he shows me more trade stations and tells me more stories. A woman in Elizabethtown resurrected an abandoned community garden and wants to share the produce. More than one gardener took up the hobby as part of their rehabilitation from addiction. Schools want to set them up as part of an agriculture program.
Another driver gets our attention at a red light and tells Curtis that he has heard about the trade stations and appreciates the work Curtis is doing.
Curtis smiles as we drive away, possibly a little embarrassed. "That happens sometimes."
But what has really happened, it has become obvious, is that Curtis has fulfilled his mission of building a community: a community of people who share his interest in helping feed people in need and now feel empowered to do it.
So both of his goals are met. And he already has a new one: nationwide expansion.
Don't bet against him. Growing is what he does.

Pineal founder Noah Curtis. 
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Miss Manners: Can a nonbeliever tell people to stop talking about their religion?
How do you tell religious people you don't want to hear about their beliefs?
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2024-10-31
Dear Miss Manners: I used to be religious, many years ago, but I now identify as pagan -- meaning that I believe in the powers of Mother Earth, and that everything she's created is sacred.
My beliefs are personal, and I don't discuss them with others unless directly asked. Because the majority of people believe in God, there's a general societal belief that everyone does. I've been around those who speak freely about their beliefs to the point where I feel like I'm being beaten over the head.
I respect their beliefs, but at the same time, I'd like to say something to remind these speakers that not everyone shares them. How do I tell people that we nonbelievers do not want to hear about their religion ad nauseam?
Techniques for changing the subject of a conversation rely on a combination of surprise and persistence, Miss Manners notes. Those who dominate conversations usually do so by having relentless personalities -- and by never coming up for air.
With the right accomplice -- and the right timing -- you could interject, "Yes, our community subscribes to many different faiths. But perhaps that's a topic for another time." And then launch into a new topic with a willing partner. Alternatively, when faced with a near-lecture on theology, you could expound on your beliefs in Mother Earth and her powers.
Dear Miss Manners: The man I've been dating for the last year doesn't use the words "thank you" or "please." When I've brought up the topic, he simply says, "It's redundant to say that all the time." I asked him if he was at his office, and someone offered him coffee, would he say "no, thank you" or "yes, please?" He responded that he would.
From an early age, I was instructed to say "please" and "thank you." My young nieces and nephews do so, and when I have children, I will expect the same from them. How can I explain to him that these words are not "redundant," that they're important for everyday use and that they're important to me?
Tell him that the morning latte you make for him, that he enjoys so much, has become redundant.
Dear Miss Manners: What do you think about people who start scanning their items at grocery store self-checkouts and sending them down the belt before one has finished bagging one's own items? I have experienced this rude and selfish behavior on several occasions. Today, when a lady behind me sent her items down the belt and they became intermingled with my own groceries, I felt like letting them stay that way and bagging them up with mine.
I suggest that grocery stores put up a sign that asks people to show courtesy and wait until the person ahead of them is done. Or perhaps the scanning device shouldn't operate until the bagging area is clear.
Is that not what the little plastic dividers are for?
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2024 Judith Martin
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Carolyn Hax: Parents plan to sell the home she's renting but won't say when
A letter writer who pays rent to her parents is told it's "none of my business" when they intend to sell the house.
By Carolyn Hax | 2024-10-31

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Adapted from an online discussion.
Dear Carolyn: I'm a rent-paying resident of the house I grew up in, and my roommates are my parents. I've been here three years.
My father announced this week he wants to sell the house "possibly" three months from now or at that time next year, and my mom decided they will move to their second home (a condo in Florida). When I asked for details on a timeline, my mom told me it's none of my business and doesn't concern me.
I've got my emotional responses and my rational ones. As a longtime rent-paying tenant, I think I am entitled to know what my timeline is for vacating the residence. As their daughter, I am mad and hurt that they're so callous and unwilling to give me information that would help me make good decisions in a tight and expensive housing market.
And there's an emotional response to losing the home I grew up in and love, but that's mine to manage; they gotta do what they gotta do.
Am I asking too much? Am I being too needy?
-- "Tenant"
"Tenant": With an answer that gobsmackingly cold, and wrong, from your "roommate" -- landlord, really -- I have to think you will be better off emotionally once you're out of this arrangement. If nothing else, it's a small offset to what I do understand will be a significant financial hit.
I mean, wow. I'm sorry.
I think the first-line rational response is, "Well, I live here now, and won't be able to live here then, so that does indeed 'concern' me."
But that's so obvious, it might count as trying to reason with a brick wall.
Next, I'd start looking for my next home regardless. If it were at all feasible, I'd be offering to buy the place from them. (Probably encountering the brick wall again, but in the interest of being thorough, it needs saying.)
Assuming that's out ... and if you quote me on this I'll deny writing it, even though this is public and the internet is forever: I might weigh the potential damage to what's left of our relationship (thanks, Mommy!) against shoring up my finances for the housing market, and consider ceasing to pay them rent. But, like I said, I didn't say that.
As for the emotional response, you didn't give me any background to work with. Have they always been this way? Have you asked them what's going on? It may be a therapy answer, since that degree of parental dismissiveness urgently wants exploring.
Re: Tenant: Is it possible they don't really intend to move? They may have been hinting or cajoling or even outright asking their daughter to move -- and she is the brick wall. She needs to move, and continue paying rent until she does.
-- Anonymous
Anonymous: At first I thought, "Ooh, twist" -- but it doesn't fit. She is asking for a timeline! So they can give a timeline. Or, "timeline." Done. But they refuse.
Other readers' thoughts.
* See if you have a legal right of first refusal on the house. If you signed a lease, then check for that clause. It's possible your parents have obligations to you, as their tenant, that they are either unaware of or deliberately not sharing. Good luck!
* Even if it's an informal arrangement, tenants have rights. Check the laws in your location and look into free or low-cost advocacy or legal services. Your parents may owe you a specific timeline, and if they want to treat you like "it's just business," then, right back at them.
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I do everything 'right.' Why am I miserable? Hax readers give advice.
A letter writer on the "fast track to success" wonders whether concerts, clubs and midweek parties were a better idea.
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2024-10-30

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: I do everything "right," but I'm not happy, not even a little bit. I rarely drink, don't smoke, eat right, exercise three or more times a week, and walk everywhere I can. I work really hard at my good job, where my boss tells me I'm going places and just put me in for another promotion. If I get it, which looks likely, I'll be the youngest associate director in the company.
This has been my life for the past six years, and the result? I'm miserable. I miss out on so many concerts, going to clubs, all the midweek parties everyone else my age is going to because I need to go into work early to keep my boss impressed. I'm chronically single and have few deep friendships.
Is it time to start doing the "wrong" things? Maybe I won't be on the fast track to success anymore, but at least I wouldn't be miserable.
-- Miserable
Miserable: Step one: Stop labeling these behaviors as "right" and "wrong." Your life is out of balance because you are viewing everything as a dichotomy, and the stuff labeled as "right" is aimed at getting ahead at work, while the "wrong" stuff is aimed at meeting normal human needs for enjoyment and friendship.
If you insist on labeling your choices as a dichotomy, then try "pro-work" and "pro-personal life." Then aim for a balance -- which means sometimes the personal life stuff wins. Not every time, but sometimes. Only you can determine what the best balance is for you, but 100 percent work is clearly not making you happy.
-- A Million Shades of Gray
Miserable: I was just like you. Doing all the "right" things, getting multiple promotions, and, from the outside, I was killing it. But my friendship group had dwindled and I had no time to date. When I would get down, I tried to convince myself having an amazing career was enough for me. Then covid hit and, despite my stellar performance, I was laid off. Without my job I had ... not much.
It really changed my perspective. Once it was safe I started dating again, and not long afterward met my now-husband. Fast-forward a couple of years and my job is fine (I'm not the overachiever I used to be), but I'm married, have a house and I just had a baby. And you know what? I'm happier than I ever remember being.
I'm not saying that getting married and having a quiet life in the suburbs will make you happy. I can say from experience that if you aren't happy, the only way to change that is to make a change. What would make you truly happy? To travel? To see your friends more? Find what will make you happy and make a change toward that thing.
-- Shift
Miserable: I stand with you in this perfectly constructed boat of isolation. As someone who is currently making a great effort to sail toward a place of greater happiness, I'll share what has worked for me. What did you enjoy doing when you were 8? 13? 16? Try to re-create one of those things now.
It won't be the same, but you may find joy in reconnecting with yourself. For me, this is a return to gymnastics once a week. It's not pretty, but it's FUN. Plus, it's a great way to meet new people. You cite going to clubs as what "everyone else my age" is doing. To me, this bid for happiness sounds like another example of what you "should" be doing. Get out of this lane and into the open ocean!
-- Recovering Perfectionist
Miserable: To help you realize it is possible to find time for nonwork activities you enjoy, here is a math fact: A week has 168 hours in it. Even if you work for 60 hours and sleep for 56, that still leaves 52 hours a week to play around with. That's a lot! Start small: Find one to two hours a week to do something just for you. Can you leave work an hour earlier one night a week? Go to one of those midweek parties for one hour instead of three? Be more deliberate in how you spend your weekends?
You don't have to make something fun or meaningful happen every day; even once a week will give you things to enjoy and look forward to. You might eventually decide to make major changes like finding a new job or diving into the dating pool. Or you might decide that checking some boxes just for yourself makes all those "right" boxes feel better. Good luck!
-- KayPal
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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Inside the world's loneliest restaurant: A Pizza Hut for one
Pizza Hut celebrates its personal pan pizza with a pop-up that takes the concept even smaller.
By Tim Carman | 2024-10-30

Pizza Hut's pop-up in New York City. (Photos by Tim Carman/The Washington Post) 


NEW YORK -- The woman standing in line at the Personal Pan Pizza Hut didn't want to give her full name, perhaps because she's a native New Yorker standing in line at the Personal Pan Pizza Hut. In a city saturated with exceptional pizzerias -- some more than a century old, some celebrated coast to coast -- no self-respecting local apparently wants to be caught actually waiting for a spongy little pie from a national chain.
Yet here she was, at the corner of 50th Avenue and Center Boulevard, patiently hoping for the opportunity not only to sample a slice from Pizza Hut but also to do so in a scaled-down version of the chain's signature red-roofed restaurant, specifically designed for an occupancy of one. Maria H. -- she provided the "H" only after prodding -- was attracted to this stretch of sidewalk for the same reason we all were: to experience what life was like inside this Lilliputian-sized Pizza Hut. Was it lonelier than a dog in space? Or was it an urban oasis where we could have 15 minutes of solitude from the noise, clatter, crises, memes and banalities of the modern world?
Or maybe it was just a place where we could get what no American can seem to resist: free food?
"I don't think I've ever tried Pizza Hut, to be honest," said Maria H., a teacher at a nearby school. She was on her 45-minute lunch break. "This will be my first time."
This two-day promotional pop-up -- across the street from the East River, with its striking view of the Midtown Manhattan skyline -- seemed to serve several objectives for a company with high brand recognition but decidedly less loyalty among American consumers.

A personal pan pizza at the pop-up. 



The pop-up's scaled-down interior. 


On the surface, it was a straight-up publicity stunt: Pizza Hut had invited the public, creators, influencers and at least one knuckle-dragging legacy media reporter to sample one or more personal pan pizzas, each customized with toppings that the chain had introduced this summer, including "pesto swirl," chicken sausage and caramelized onions. The pint-size Pizza Hut -- smaller than the halal food cart just steps away on the same sidewalk -- seemed to be little more than bait to attract us to New York, given that no one aligned with the chain had a clue whether similar single-serving restaurants would appear at Hut locations in the future.
But on another level, the promotion was also a stab at late-stage relevancy, like a geriatric rock star convinced that a duet with Dua Lipa will get the kids to embrace him. Founded in 1958 by two brothers with a single brick restaurant in Wichita, Kansas, Pizza Hut now has nearly 20,000 stores in more than 100 countries, generating millions in profits for its parent company, Yum Brands. But like many companies past their prime -- the Hut's glory days date to the latter half of the 20th century, when it made regular, gloriously hokey cameos on the silver screen -- the chain has struggled to find its place in an ever-changing landscape in which younger diners don't respond well to a slow-footed company churning out yesterday's pizzas.
Pizza Hut, it seems clear, has no desire to live out its days as a relic, satisfied to eke out profits with cheap, commodity-grade pies and an aging public's longing to remember their Little League wonder years, one pepperoni pan pizza at a time. The chain has been working with Mischief, a New York-based advertising firm, to develop a bond between the fossilized boomer-era company and Internet-nourished diners who crave nothing more than a colorful, brightly lit space where they can build their own brand on the back of a more established one. Mischief has already cooked up some clever, Jeff Spicoli-esque stunts for Pizza Hut, such as the one to deliver job resumes via specially designed pizza boxes or another to ease the blow of pre-Valentine's Day breakups with "Goodbye Pies."
But the Personal Pan Pizza Hut is on a whole other level. I mean, what better way to build loyalty than to grant every diner access, however briefly, to a tiny Pizza Hut of their own, where they can literally have the place to themselves? As Mischief cracks in one of its TikTok videos, "It's an introvert's dream." It's clearly an influencer's dream, too, given the torrent of TikToks that have appeared since the pop-up in late October.
This microscopic restaurant, I'd argue, finally fulfills the promise made in 1983 when the personal pan pizza first came to America's attention. Back then, the puffy six-inch pie was a pitch to busy workers who had no time to wait around for a full-size pizza to bake. "Ready in five minutes or you get one free next time you come in for lunch," intones the narrator of an early-1980s commercial. The pizza was designed for one, but it wasn't necessarily meant to be eaten alone. Friends could feast on their own mini-pies, too.
Speed was a selling point, but so was the implied pledge that you'd never have to negotiate over toppings again. No more half-and-half pizzas, neither side exactly what you want. You could build a pie all your own, four piping-hot wedges tricked out just the way you like. It was Pizza Hut's first step toward erasing human entanglements at the table.
The Personal Pan Pizza Hut takes it one step further by eliminating fellow diners altogether. Even the kitchen is not visible; the pies for this pop-up were delivered from another location about 15 minutes away. The structure itself is inescapably cute, further evidence that we are somehow wired to gawk stupidly over small things. Inside is one miniature red-leather booth, with a branded Tiffany-style lamp hanging overhead, its glow cool and nostalgic. An entire wall is outfitted with framed slogans, pizza boxes, Book It! buttons and other materials that make you feel as if Pizza Hut is constantly looking over your shoulder. A single sign has been suction-cupped to the window directly in front of the single diner. It reads: "Pizza makes the best company."
Once I took a seat inside, I quickly realized this wasn't going to be the experience I had imagined. With large, trapezoidal windows on three sides, I didn't feel as if I had found temporary refuge from a mad world. I felt on display. I was a zoo animal, a lab experiment, a fish in a bowl. One passerby stopped and stared inside. To people of a younger generation, this is perhaps the kind of engagement they long for: a space to be seen, but only at arm's length, without the warmth of another human being to brace them from the cold calculations of corporate marketing and the unrelenting hunger of social media platforms.

The wall is packed with signs and slogans. 


At some point, I thought how much better this experience would be with my best friend next to me. We could delight in the attention to detail. We could groan at the slogans plastered around us, particularly the one that bragged, "We topped our toppings." We could carp about how the new toppings actually do little to drag the chain into the 21st century of artisanal pies. We could leave this lab experiment to grab a real slice somewhere else in New York.
When I did exit the Personal Pan Pizza Hut -- several minutes before my 15 minutes were officially up -- I took a walk in Gantry Plaza State Park, just across the street. I again ran into Maria H., relaxing on the pier with her lunch. It wasn't Pizza Hut. It was a chickpea salad. But she was still holding out hope that she might get her personal pan pizza before returning to work. She just wouldn't be able to enjoy it in the miniature Hut. She'd have to take it to go, a tiny pizza without its jewel box.
Not long after, I made a pilgrimage to Andrew Bellucci's Pizza in Astoria. Bellucci died last year when his heart gave out while he was making clam pizzas, one of his signatures. He left behind a complicated legacy -- and a reputation of upholding the finest of New York's pizza traditions. I felt a need to pay my respects. There was a line at the counter, well after the lunch rush.
Some places, I was reminded, don't require the sophisticated machinery of public relations to keep them relevant. They just are.
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Cooking chat: What's the best way to freeze cooked turkey?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2024-10-30

Garlic and Herb Roasted Turkey With Roasted Garlic Gravy. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen  shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Dining chat: How can I get an intrusive waiter to stop?
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.
By Tom Sietsema | 2024-10-30
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Lemon-rosemary chicken breasts show just how good basics can be
The pantry-friendly trio of garlic, rosemary and lemon drives the flavor in these chicken breasts. 
By Ellie Krieger | 2024-10-30

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


The kitchen I am living with now is so small, the dishwasher and sink are combined as a seemingly impossible two-in-one appliance, with a 5-inch-deep basin and faucet sitting on top of the machine. The tight workspace fits one person and allows only one open door at a time, the oven or the refrigerator or the dishwasher.
Luckily, it's a temporary situation, a rental we are living in as our home undergoes a major renovation. While not as comfortable as my usual kitchen, it reminds me of something important: You don't need a big space or upscale appliances to cook delicious, nourishing food.
That's a truth deeply ingrained in me having spent my formative cooking years in various tiny studio apartments in New York, with kitchens built into what literally were once closets.
Get the recipe: Lemon Roasted Chicken With Cauliflower and Peppers
This recipe is similar to one I'd make regularly back then. It requires minimal equipment and a spice collection of just salt and pepper, yet it is enticing and colorful, and it brims with savory goodness.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


The reliably tasty trio of garlic, rosemary and lemon drives the flavor. (You could certainly substitute dried rosemary, if that's easier.) Lemon zest, finely minced garlic and the chopped herb are combined with olive oil, then rubbed all over, and underneath the skin of bone-in chicken breasts.
They join cauliflower florets and chunks of red bell pepper that have been tossed with oil, salt and pepper in a baking dish, which then goes into the oven. If you want to switch up the vegetables, any combination of broccoli, potatoes, grape tomatoes, carrots, parsnips, celery root and large chunks of zucchini works well.
The heady rosemary-garlic aroma is the first thing that will hit you when you take the pan out of the oven. Then there's the beautifully browned chicken and tender vegetables mingling with the flavorful juices accumulated in the pan. A finishing squeeze of fresh lemon juice and smattering of sliced olives add a perky measure of acid and salt. Served with crusty bread and/or a green salad, it's a healthful meal that's packed with color and flavor, and is a welcome reminder of just how good the basics can be.
Get the recipe: Lemon Roasted Chicken With Cauliflower and Peppers
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Beyond disgust: How to get eaters to try insects or cultured meats
To convince people to eat more sustainable proteins, we can make them seem familiar -- or make them seem new and exciting.
By Alexandra Plakias | 2024-10-30
What will the diets of the future look like? The answer depends in part on what foods Westerners can be persuaded to eat.
These consumers are increasingly being told their diets need to change. Current eating habits are unsustainable, and the global demand for meat is growing.
Recent years have seen increased interest and investment in alternative proteins -- products that can replace factory-farmed meats with more sustainable sources. One option is cultivated, or cultured, meat and seafood: muscle tissue grown in labs in bioreactors using animal stem cells. Another approach involves replacing standard meat with such options as insects or plant-based imitation meats. The question is, will consumers accept them?
I'm a philosopher who studies food and disgust, and I'm interested in how people react to these foods. Disgust and food neophobia -- a fear of new foods -- are often cited as obstacles to adopting more sustainable food choices, but recent history offers a more complicated picture. Past shifts in food habits suggest there are two paths to the adoption of new foods: One relies on familiarity, the other on novelty.

Brendan "Twig" Sheppard eats a roasted mealworm at a charity event in D.C. in 2014. (Linda Davidson/The Washington Post)


Scientists believe disgust evolved to protect human beings from invisible contaminants such as pathogens and parasites. Some causes of disgust are widely shared, such as feces or vomit. Others, including foods, are more culturally variable.
So it's not surprising that self-reported willingness to eat insects varies across nationalities. Insects have been an important part of traditional diets of cultures around the world for thousands of years, including the Ancient Greeks.
Many articles about the possibility of introducing insects to Western diners have emphasized the challenges posed by neophobia and "the yuck factor." People won't accept these new foods, the thinking goes, because they're too different or even downright disgusting.
If that's right, then the best approach to win space on the plate for new foods might be to try to instead make them more familiar.

"SURE WE'LL SHARE THE MEAT" from a series of World War II posters. (U.S. National Archives)


During World War II, the government worked to make it seem patriotic to not pig out on the usual meat.
The United States government wanted to redirect its limited meat supply to troops on the front lines. So it needed to convince home cooks to give up their steaks, chops and roasts in favor of what it called variety meats: kidneys, liver, tongue and so on.
A team of psychologists and anthropologists was charged with studying how food habits and preferences were formed -- and how they could be changed.
The Committee on Food Habits recommended stressing these organ meats' similarity to familiar foods. This approach -- call it the "safe route" -- tries to remove psychological and practical barriers to individual choice, and counteracts beliefs or values that might dissuade people from adopting new foods.
As the name suggests, the safe route downplays novelty, using familiar forms and tastes. For example, it would incorporate unfamiliar cuts of meats into meatloaf or meatballs or grind crickets into flour for cookies or protein bars.

A selection at Love, Makoto's Dear Sushi in D.C. (Deb Lindsey for The Washington Post)


But more recent history suggests something different: Sushi, offal and even lobster became desirable not despite of, but because of their novelty.
Sushi's arrival in the postwar U.S. coincided with the rise of consumer culture. Dining out was gaining traction as a leisure activity, and people were increasingly open to new experiences as a sign of status and sophistication. Rather than appealing to the housewife preparing comfort foods, sushi gained popularity by appealing to the desire for new and exciting experiences.
By 1966, the New York Times reported that New Yorkers were dining on "raw fish dishes, sushi and sashimi, with a gusto once reserved for cornflakes." Now, of course, sushi is widely consumed, available even in grocery stores nationwide. In fact, the grocery chain Kroger sells more than 40 million pieces of sushi a year.
During the 2000s, a new generation of diners rediscovered offal as high-end restaurants and chefs offered "nose to tail" dining. A willingness to embrace the yuck factor became a sign of adventurousness, even masculinity.

Grilled cell-cultured chicken at the Just Meats development kitchen in Alameda, Calif., in 2023. (Carolyn Fong for The Washington Post)


What lessons can be drawn from these examples? For dietary shifts to last, they should be framed positively. Persuading customers that variety meats were a necessary wartime substitution worked temporarily but ultimately led to the perception that they were subpar choices. If cultivated meat and insects are pitched as necessary sacrifices, any gains they make may be temporary at best.
Cultivated meat may be "safely" marketed as nuggets and burgers, but, in principle, the options are endless: Curious consumers could sample lab-grown whale or turtle meat guilt-free, or even find out what woolly mammoth tasted like.
Ultimately, the chefs, consumers and entrepreneurs seeking to remake our food systems don't need to choose just one route. While we can grind insects into protein powders, we can also look to chefs cooking traditional cuisines that use insects to broaden our culinary horizons.
Alexandra Plakias is an associate professor of philosophy at Hamilton College.
This article was produced in collaboration with the Conversation, a nonprofit news organization dedicated to sharing the knowledge of researchers and scientists.
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Every Willie Nelson album has a story. This man helps tell them.
Willie Nelson released his 153rd album this week. John Spong has listened to all of them, reviewing and ranking them for Texas Monthly.
By John Taylor | 2024-10-31

Musician Charlie Sexton, left, recording an episode for the next season of the "One by Willie" podcast with host John Spong at Aryln Studios in Austin. (Joseph Holguin)


It's hard to fathom on multiple levels, but Willie Nelson is releasing his 153rd album this week. In fact, "Last Leaf on the Tree" is his second studio recording this year, following "The Border" last spring. It's all part of yet another busy year for the 91-year-old country music legend: Nelson continues to tour, he appeared on Beyonce's country album, and he shared a stage with her and Vice President Kamala Harris a week ago at a rally in Houston.
That Nelson continues to record and release music that's interesting, vital and genuinely enjoyable is, in a way, remarkable. Many of his famous friends and musical peers and collaborators are already gone, and he's the last man standing from the Highwaymen supergroup, after Kris Kristofferson's death in September. His older sister and ever-present pianist, Bobbie Nelson, died in 2022. (And to think: Nelson released an album called "Last Man Standing" six years ago.)
He revisits those themes -- aging, loss, mortality -- in "Last Leaf on the Tree," which his son Micah produced. Micah, who performs as Particle Kid, infused it with his experimental approach. They chose songs from a wide variety of artists -- some from closer to Willie's generation, such as Keith Richards, Neil Young and Tom Waits, and also from a younger set, like Beck and the Flaming Lips. As with most Nelson records, there's a fresh interpretation of a classic from his catalogue -- this time, it's "The Ghost," which first appeared on 1967's "The Party's Over."
But it's that partnership with his son -- and the prominent role played by Trigger, Nelson's classical guitar -- that makes this 153rd Willie Nelson album stand out to John Spong. A longtime writer and editor for Texas Monthly, Spong helped launch a daunting project at the magazine: cataloguing, reviewing and ranking every one of those recordings. Which means he had to listen to them all, too.

The cover of "Last Leaf on the Tree," Willie Nelson's 153rd album. (Sony/Legacy)


"All 143 Willie Nelson Albums, Ranked" debuted on Nelson's 87th birthday in the early days of the coronavirus pandemic. With a title like that, and such a prolific artist, they knew the database would require updates, often: new albums to listen to, review and rank. Spong became the magazine's unofficial Willie Nelson editor, which led him to launch a related endeavor in October 2020: "One by Willie," a podcast in which he interviews celebrities, musicians and even Nelson family members about their favorite songs and stories. Season 6, produced by PRX in partnership with Texas Monthly, is scheduled to start in January.
With the album out Friday -- which means a new review and another re-ranking -- Spong, 58, took time out from recording his podcast to talk about the man and the music that have shaped his life and career.
(The interview has been edited for length and clarity.)
This is going to sound like a question you ask on your podcast: How did your relationship to Willie and his music start?
I grew up in Austin, so he was there. "Blue Eyes Crying in the Rain" comes out in '75, that was this massive national hit, and it was my parents' favorite song. I would hear it with them. We were leaving lunch one day and got in an elevator to go down, and when everyone emptied out of the elevator, my dad said, "That was Willie Nelson." And I said, "Oh, who's that?" And he said, "That's the song we've been listening to in the station wagon."
So he's just everywhere. He's in the air here, he's in the water, he's played on the radio all the time. There were so many chances to see him. It really does become a personal thing with his music when you get to listen to it that much.
Texas is a big state -- there are many famous musicians and big personalities. So when you decide to work on a project like this, why Willie?
I love writing about musicians, in particular songwriters. I love trying to understand how they create the elements in songs that they put in for this reason or that. I love to look behind the curtain and learn their backstories, how they wrote a certain thing.
What happened with the list is that I realized that every one of those albums had a story behind it. And more to the point, a relationship behind it. I'm not overstating that.
There's so much Willie that came out over the years. When we started this, we thought there were maybe going to be 100-plus, but we had no idea. Then we did the research and at that point figured out it was like 143. There would be so much Willie coming out that you wouldn't necessarily need it, or someone would think they didn't. So you wouldn't even pay attention.
But when we did the dive, and did all the research ... I was the one who had to listen to everything and put it all together and do as much research as I could -- especially in finding the records -- and I was like, "Wow, every one of these records has a great story behind it."
Even the reggae album, "Countryman"?
That's a great example, because conceptually it's easy to goof on, right?
But then, once you start listening to the music, you go, what kind of reggae do you like? That sounds a lot like late '80s Steel Pulse, stuff like that, which is not the reggae I like.
But there are a couple songs on there -- in particular, "The Harder They Come," which is pretty much just acoustic, Willie and Trigger, and it's a fantastic version of that song. It is all the way worth listening to.
With the list, what happens when a new album drops?
We came up with a byzantine scoring system that really works. Boy, it was nerdy. It was done by committee. But when a record comes out now, I can usually get a couple of other people to listen, too. To see where it fits overall, I try to get some feedback. But then there's a bunch of criteria we used initially: Do you enjoy listening to it? How many songs did he write? How much Trigger is on it? That's important. What are his vocals like? And what do you learn about him from it? Because there's a weight that comes from knowing that something was (for instance) the last recording he made with Merle Haggard.
So the one he did two records ago was "Bluegrass" -- he had never done a bluegrass record, and there's no Trigger on it. I think a lot of people would go, "Oh, really? No Trigger?" But part of that is because the bluegrass culture and world is tight, and they don't like tourists. And Willie really was being respectful of the way they do things by not adding his guitar on top it once they'd done it. Knowing that, I just learned something about Willie. And that gave it a different kind of weight for me.

Willie Nelson plays at a rally for Vice President and Democratic presidential nominee Kamala Harris in Houston. (Danielle Villasana for The Washington Post) 


I noticed that the music he's released since 2020 has ranked fairly high on the list.
It goes back to that criteria and weight thing. Once he started writing again -- there were a whole bunch of records up until that point (when he started working and writing with Buddy Cannon in the 2010s) that didn't have that. And that he's producing it at this age -- that factors in. It goes to that stories part. So a lot of them have been up there.
What's your favorite story from the podcast?
It's tied to the list. "Across the Borderline" is one of my favorite records. So I was doing the research on when it was recorded, and all of that stuff. He's got that Sinead O'Connor duet on it. Which, at the time when it came out, that's one of those things where I would think, "I don't need a Willie duet with Sinead O'Connor. I listened to her records, I like that one song fine, but I don't get it."
But looking back, from 2019 or 2020, when we were doing this, I realized: The day it was recorded in New York was the day after the famous Bob Dylan tribute show at Madison Square Garden [in 1992] where the crowd booed her down. I thought she had been booed off the stage, but she wasn't -- she actually sat there and took the boos. That was only two weeks after the "Saturday Night Live" controversy, when she tore up the pope picture. And so she comes out two weeks later, it's in New York, which is supposedly this progressive, accommodating place, and they would not let her get a sound out. And Kristofferson famously came out, put his arm around her and said, "Don't let the bastards get you down."
So I found out that it was the very next day that she recorded that song with Willie, which is Peter Gabriel's "Don't Give Up."
So we did a podcast episode with Don Was, who's one of the most soulful people I've ever been around. He's such a great storyteller, and this might not even be the best story he tells in that episode. But Willie was on that [Dylan] show, and Don Was was the bandleader and musical director. Willie saw that happen to Sinead O'Connor, and then defiantly she sang her a cappella version of Bob Marley's "War" again, as the crowd was trying to shut her down. Willie didn't know who she was. He looked at Don Was and said, "Who's that?" And he said, "That's Sinead O'Connor." And he said, "Well, whoever she is, I want her in the studio tomorrow." And that's how they did that duet.
So to have Don tell that story was great.
So you know that Willie listens, and his children have been on the podcast. Do you think you'll get Willie on?
I'm hopeful. There's been talk about doing one with Annie, his wife. And you know, I'd be open to him poking his head in on the side of the screen. That would be wonderful.
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The 36 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Celebrate Halloween, hear dozens of bands on the streets and stoops of Adams Morgan, or get outside for a fall festival.
By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2024-10-31
Coming days bring a trio of major events: Halloween, with costume contests, parties and spooky events; Dia de los Muertos, remembering ancestors and celebrating with Mexican music and food; and election night, which is always one of D.C.'s biggest nights. But don't overlook the other events going on: mechanical bulls, fall festivals, a chance to hear from a chef from "The Bear" and dozens of bands playing in the streets of Adams Morgan.
We have roundups dedicated to Halloween and Dia de los Muertos events as well as election night viewing parties, so we'll list only a selection in this column. See those separate stories for more ideas.
Live! At the Library: Halloween Happy Hour
Halloween falls on a Thursday this year, which means it coincides with the Library of Congress's weekly happy hour. Come in costume, share candy, and indulge in spooky-themed bites and cocktails. The happy hour is sold out, but a limited number of same-day tickets are made available on Halloween at 9 a.m. 5 p.m. Free.
Altar Call at Crush
Veteran D.C. drag performer Lena Lett -- whom you may remember from such institutions as Ziegfeld's and Town and will soon see at Crush's forthcoming weekly drag bingo -- is the Halloween host at the 14th Street bar. Triple-check your outfit, because there's a $1,000 prize in the costume contest. DJs Norm Hillenburg and Ari D provide the vibes. 10 p.m. Free.
All the Presidents' Bars: Joe Cool's I Scream Cocktail Parlor at Barrel
Each weekend in October, Barrel has honored a recent president with three days of themed cocktails, music and decorations. The final one is a tribute to President Joe Biden's famed love of ice cream. Look for ice-cream-based cocktails alongside cardboard cutouts of Biden and other presidents, as well as themed photo backdrops. On Halloween night, there's a costume contest with prizes for the best political outfit, the best individual costume and the best group getup. Through Saturday, beginning at 6 each night. Free.
Halloween Candy, Wine and Cocktail Pairings at Little Blackbird
Oaked chardonnay and buttery candy corn. Sweet sauternes and spicy Red Hots. Amontillado sherry and rich peanut butter cups. Try these and five other playful pairings at the Cleveland Park wine bar from the Knightsbridge Restaurant Group (Bombay Club, Sababa). The cocktails, which go for $20 apiece, include a Nerds Martini, Reese's Old Fashioned and Kid Kat Mudslide. Through Saturday. $4 for candy and 1.5-ounce pour; $16 for candy and four-ounce or six-ounce pour.
Vampire Glam Halloween Party at Jammin Java
Wear your most over-the-top vampire accessories -- billowing cape, sharp canines and, yes, glitter -- to the Vienna venue, which is celebrating Halloween with local artists Ari Voxx and the Sad Lads, Shelley Star and the Galaxy, and Zeus on the Leus. 7:30 p.m. $15-$25.
Kostume Karaoke at Solly's
Dressing up in outlandish outfits to perform karaoke has long been a tradition at Solly's, regardless of the holiday. This edition of Kostume Karaoke invites singers to think big about their outfits -- there are over $1,000 in prizes, including the audience choice and the judges' choice -- while offering the usual fun of belting out karaoke hits for an appreciative audience, no matter how you're dressed. 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. Free; $10 for costume contest entry.
Costume Contest at Hill Prince
There's a $500 cash prize up for grabs at the H Street cocktail lounge's costume contest and $100 for the runner-up. That could pay for a lot of $10 frozen or Italian margaritas, which are featured all night. DJs set the mood. 8 p.m. to midnight. Free.
I'm a Mouse, Duh at JR's
Fans of "Mean Girls" and fans of content creator Jools Lebron might both find something to love about this "very demure, very mindful" party at the legendary Dupont gay bar, which offers drink tickets for the best costumes and $6 pink "Mean Girls" shots for everyone. 10 p.m. Free.
Winter Lantern Festival at Lerner Town Square at Tysons
More than 1,000 handmade Chinese lanterns -- made by stretching hand-painted silk over frames lit by LED lights -- fill the walk-through Winter Lantern Festival, which is taking up residence in Tysons over the next few months. If you saw the display when it was at the Kennedy Center a few years ago, you know to expect colorful zodiac creatures, fantastic magical beasts, tunnels and swings, and picturesque photo backdrops. The festival welcomes giant pandas Bao Li and Qing Bao to the National Zoo with several panda-themed displays, and attractions also include acrobats and a bounce house. Thursday through Sunday from 5 to 9:30 p.m. through Jan. 12. $26.99-$29.99 for ages 13 to 64; $21.99-$24.99 for ages 65 and older; $16.99-$19.99 for ages 4 to 12; free for ages 3 and younger.
Diwali Celebration at the National Museum of Asian Art
The Smithsonian's Asian art museum's family day Saturday is sold out, but Friday's late-night activities are open to all. For this special edition of its Asia After Dark event, grab bites from Rasa, Himalayan Soul Foods, Malai Ice Cream and more; decorate rangoli or create a woodblock print; catch performances by DC Bhangra Crew or DJ Rekha; or attend docent spotlight talks of art around the building. 5 to 9:30 p.m. Free.
COWPIE at Eastern Market
Transplants from Wyoming can't help but miss the excitement of Cheyenne Frontier Days, featuring the world's largest outdoor rodeo. So more than four decades ago, a group of expats created COWPIE, the Committee of Wyoming People in the East, to bring rodeo vibes to the nation's capital. The formula hasn't changed in recent years: Eastern Market becomes a bit of the Equality State for the night, with dancing to live country music in the North Hall, a mechanical bull on the plaza, an open bar, and more cowboy boots and giant belt buckles than are usually seen in this time zone. 8 p.m. to midnight. $50; $25 with no alcohol included.
Dia de los Muertos at La Cosecha
Union Market's Latin American market is teaming with the Smithsonian's National Museum of the American Latino for a two-day celebration with live music, dance lessons, sugar skulls, cocktails, food and hands-on activities. Friday from 7 to 11 p.m.; Saturday from 4 to 11 p.m. Free.
Dia de los Muertos Block Party at Bryant Street Market
Taqueria Habanero and the Alegria cocktail bar at Rhode Island Avenue's Bryant Street Market are behind this annual block party, which features face painting, altar displays, Mexican folk dance performances, DJs playing salsa and bachata tunes, free tarot card readings, and a market with more than 20 vendors, as well as Mexican food and cocktails for purchase. 5 to 11 p.m. Free.
Justine Doiron at Bold Fork Books
More than a million Instagrammers follow along with recipe developer and food blogger Justine Doiron (a.k.a. @justine_snacks) as she whips up delicacies like brown butter banana bread and miso macaroni in her Brooklyn kitchen. Her colorful, plant-forward dishes are now available in print via her cookbook "Justine Cooks," and Doiron will be hanging out at Mount Pleasant cookbook shop Bold Fork Books to sign books and meet and greet fans. The cookbook includes 90 recipes never featured on Insta Reels or YouTube, including mains like swordfish with blistered corn and peach salsa, ricotta bowls with poblano herb sauce, and desserts like black pepper chai blondies and butternut squash cake with cinnamon whipped cream. 5 p.m. $35, which includes a cookbook.
Double Billing: 'Summertime' and 'Ar Ais Aris' at Eaton House
Contemporary Irish arts organization Solas Nua's latest theater performance is a double bill of two Irish plays that incorporate cutting-edge technology into their storylines. The approximately hour-long experience at hip downtown hotel Eaton House includes a show from Dublin-based collective Murmuration called "Summertime," in which the audience quite literally hears the "he said, she said" of a tumultuous relationship. The live performance between two actors is augmented by headphones, in which you'll hear artist Stash's voice in your left headphone and her boyfriend Steve's voice in your right headphone, revealing their inner thoughts. The other piece is Bru Theatre's "Ar Ais Aris," an immersive work of film that unfolds using VR headsets to express the beauty of Irish language literature amid the theme of "migration." Through Nov. 17. $45.
Tinashe at the Anthem
Tinashe's decade-long career has typified the mutability of R&B, from smoked-out quiet storms to club music and dance-pop tunes. While she wasn't quite able to replicate the success of the slinky, viral hit "Nasty" on her most recent album, the singer is a showbiz veteran at only 31 years old and is a natural-born performer. 8 p.m. $39.50-$99.50.
Adams Morgan PorchFest
Porches, parks and front yards turn into stages during Adams Morgan's annual PorchFest, a neighborhood-wide celebration of music that also shuts down 18th Street NW between Columbia and Kalorama roads to create a giant block party with three stages of bands -- and plenty of room to boogie on the pavement, if you're not just listening from the closest streatery. Main attractions include Huntley (the winner of "The Voice") and the Americana rock of Justin Trawick, but there are more than 80 bands on the PorchFest schedule, from punk to old-time fiddle music and synth-pop to soul. Grab your friends and wander the blocks, stopping when something catches your ear -- but don't forget to pick up a PorchFest wristband good for deals at neighborhood businesses, like $5 beers at Grand Duchess, Roofers Union or Code Red, or discounted barbecue at Federalist Pig. 2 to 6 p.m. Free.
'The Negro Motorist Green Book' Opening Weekend Celebration at the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library
"The Negro Motorist Green Book" was an indispensable guide for African American travelers in the early and mid-20th century, directing them toward friendly diners, hotels, service stations and other essential businesses required while touring America, whether on vacation or just driving to see family. A new exhibition at the D.C. Public Library's main branch explores the Green Book through artifacts and images, and it's opening with a two-day public festival featuring activities for all ages. On Saturday, hear a panel discussion with Virginia Ali of Ben's Chili Bowl and other business owners, or have a snack in a reproduction diner. On Sunday, activities include showing off your moves at a 1960s "Teenarama" dance party, inspired by the local TV show, and seeing vintage cars parked outside the library. Saturday and Sunday from 1 to 4 p.m. Free.
Dia de los Muertos at the National Portrait Gallery
"One of the National Portrait Gallery's biggest events of the year" is this festival in the spacious Kogod Courtyard, with live traditional music and folk dancing. All ages can make calaveras (decorative skulls) or papel picado (intricate designs cut from paper) to leave on the museum's altars, or get faces painted like the skeleton figure La Catrina. Don't forget to go outside, where video artists MasPaz and Guache project works onto the building's facade. 5 to 8:30 p.m. Free; registration encouraged.
Dia de los Muertos at the Wharf
An afternoon-long party at the Wharf features live music from the Mexican-Irish band La Unica, large altars and sugar skulls, an area where children can decorate sugar skulls or get their faces painted, a Modelo beer garden, a best-dressed competition and face painting for adults at Mi Vida, and a sunset procession with candles and lanterns. 4 to 7 p.m. Free.
A Magical Night of Wizardry at Watkins Regional Park
Halloween may be past, but the magic doesn't have to end. Fans of a certain boy wizard and his world should don their best robes, climb on their brooms and head to Watkins Regional Park for an evening that includes costume contests, a "mythical bird show," the chance to customize a wand, movie screenings and surprises. 6 to 9 p.m. $10 Prince George's County residents; $12 nonresidents.
Friendship Heights Alliance Holiday Maker's Market & Festival
Get in the gift-giving spirit early at what seems to be D.C.'s first holiday market of the year. The Friendship Heights Maker's Market kicks off seasonal shopping with an array of nearly 40 vendors, artisans and local organizations gathered on the 5200 block of Wisconsin Avenue. Shop for everything from candles to bath products, art prints, jewelry, houseplants and fancy olive oil at the market. Kids can check out an arts and crafts station, families can pose for holiday card photos at a family portrait station, and everyone can try to win the Friendship Heights-branded fleece blanket giveaway. Noon to 4 p.m. Free.
Remarkable Indonesia Festival on Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Traditional dance performances, live music, a marketplace with clothing and crafts, and food and drink vendors are all featured at the fifth Remarkable Indonesia Festival, which takes over Pennsylvania Avenue NW between Third and Seventh streets. Noon to 6 p.m. Free.
Ghouls Just Wanna Have Fun at As You Are
Trying to get one more weekend out of your meticulously crafted and totally topical costume? Wear it to As You Are's Ghouls Just Wanna Have Fun, an '80s-themed dance party with DJ Bite Back. 10 p.m. Free.
DC Beer Fest at Nationals Park
One of the District's biggest beer festivals returns to the Nats' ballpark with seasonal beers from more than 80 breweries, food trucks, dueling pianos, cover bands and DJs. A ticket will get you pours from local makers like Anxo, Right Proper and DC Brau, plus lagers and more from around the country. Noon to 3 p.m.; 5 to 8 p.m. $55.
Hello Kitty and Godzilla Birthday Celebration at Tonari and Daikaya
Two Chinatown hot spots are celebrating the birthdays of two of Japan's most famous characters. Grab themed food and drink specials or get a flash tattoo in their honor. Saturday at 5 p.m. at Daikaya; Sunday at 5 p.m. at Tonari. Free.
Hellbender Brewing Record Fair
More than 20 vinyl vendors are bringing their wares to the Fort Totten brewery's semiannual record fair for an afternoon of sipping and crate digging. DJ Dempsey from Takoma Park's community radio station WOWD spins, while you check out new small-batch beers and El Jefe's wood-fired pizzas. 1 to 7 p.m. Free.
Alexandria Fall Fest at River Farm
River Farm, the American Horticultural Society headquarters, is always worth a visit, thanks to its lovely gardens and riverside locations. But the historic site, once part of George Washington's estate, will be hopping during Alexandria Fall Fest. Kids will be entertained by bounce houses, pony rides, face painting, a petting zoo with cuddly alpacas and live music from the likes of the Vienna Singing Princesses, while adults can visit the beer and wine garden for beverages by Port City Brewing and Lost Boy Cider. Food options during the festival include Alexandria favorites Haute Dogs, Rocklands Barbeque and Goodies Frozen Custard & Treats. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. $25 for a timed-entry ticket; $10 for children ages 5 and younger. $10 for a parking spot, which must be reserved in advance.
Matty Matheson at Sixth & I
Art imitates life for Matty Matheson, who has logged over two decades in the restaurant industry and is now well-known for his acting and executive-producing role on hit FX restaurant drama "The Bear." Matheson will appear at Sixth & I to chat about his new cookbook, which narrowly focuses on soups, salads and sandwiches. In the aforementioned "Matty Matheson: Soups, Salads, Sandwiches," the Canadian chef will break down how to cook comfort food dishes like giant meatball soup in beefy tomato broth, pork katsu sandos, and "Everyone's Mom's Macaroni and Tuna Salad." 7 p.m. $50 for in-person admission, including a signed book; $43 for a virtual ticket with a signed book; $12 for only a virtual ticket.
Listening Is Fundamental at the Pocket
Some people are good at remembering snippets of music -- and possibly equally good at annoying their friends by saying, "Oh, this song stole the beat from [some completely random pop hit from the '90s]!" If that sounds like you, you're going to do well at Listening Is Fundamental. Participants receive a bingo card with the names of modern songs on it and, as old-school tunes play, try to identify whether that song has been sampled in any of the songs on their card. It's as hard (and fun) as it sounds. Grab tickets quickly: The first D.C. edition, at Cool Kids Vinyl on Saturday, sold out. 2 to 5 p.m. $25.
Native American Heritage Celebration at Glen Echo Park
This presentation, "Tribal Voices," is the first Native American showcase at the Montgomery County park. The day includes an artisan showcase of leather and bead work; performances from Piscataway Nation Singers and Dancers and "Native Scat" originator Carly Harvey; and a presentation from Native America's Protectors, who will perform and teach various traditional dance styles. 1 to 4 p.m. Free.
Lazy Day Brunch at Chacho
The D.C.-made jalapeno spirit's taproom is introducing a weekly brunch (and expanding from one day publicly opened per week) with a few bottomless options: mimosas, Bloody Marys, "chachoritas," espresso martinis and Spicy 75s. It'll feature different food options each month, but it's starting with market favorites Taco Dirty to Me. Weekly from noon to 4 p.m. Free.
Service Bar's eighth anniversary at Crimson Whiskey
Service Bar is one of the area's top cocktail bars. Creative drinks have garnered recognition from the 50 Best Bars in North America, Tales of the Cocktail's Spirited Awards, the James Beard Awards and the Rammy Awards. Despite its unwavering excellence, the U Street bar is one of the most unpretentious places to drink in D.C. To mark eight years in business, Service Bar's owners are taking over Crimson Whiskey Lounge in Chinatown and using the occasion to raise money for hospitality workers in Asheville and Western North Carolina recovering from Hurricane Helene, through the nonprofit Southern Smoke Foundation. Drop in and have a cocktail or two -- which are free, thanks to liquor sponsors -- prepared by guest bartenders. Guests are asked to make a donation to charity in payment for the drink. A raffle also benefits Southern Smoke and WNC Long Haul -- Recovery and Resilience Fund. What's better than a night of celebration for a good cause? 8 p.m. to midnight. Free.
Dia de los Muertos at the Mexican Cultural Institute
The Mexican Cultural Institute's big Dia de los Muertos party on Saturday has been sold out for weeks, but that's not the only time you can visit the historic former ambassador's residence in Columbia Heights. Murals by artist Ana Aranda depicting the Aztec underworld and a traditional altar for the dead are on display during the cultural center's regular visiting hours over the next few weeks, along with an exhibit showing the common threads of the Day of the Dead in Bolivia, Guatemala and Peru. Open Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday from noon to 4 p.m. through Nov. 27. Free; no reservations required.
Election night viewing parties and takeout
We realize election night is a complicated thing. Some people want to watch the results roll in with an open bar. Some want to assuage their worries with $7 martinis and $5 beers. Others want to forget about the implications with punny food and drink specials while watching on big-screen TVs. And then there are the anxiety-wracked folks who just want to sit on their couch and get takeout. No matter who you are, we have a suggested election night viewing party -- or takeout option -- that will fit the bill. Polls begin closing at 7 p.m.
Spanish Immersion Pupusa Workshop at El Tamarindo
Still working on your Spanish language skills? Take this as an opportunity to brush up on your cooking vocabulary. At this class hosted in Spanish, practice conversations while learning to make Salvadoran pupusas. 7 to 9 p.m. $60.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2024/10/31/best-things-to-do-dc/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Museum shows can be death for street art. Osgemeos look alive and well.
In a year-long Hirshhorn show squirming with energy, the famous Brazilian twins replace discernment with populist exuberance.
By Sebastian Smee | 2024-10-31

"1980" (2020). (Filipe Berndt/Osgemeos)


You could write a lengthy history of efforts by artists to bust out of the studios, galleries and wealthy homes that traditionally confine them. A lot of those efforts create friction. From Michelangelo's David and Rodin's monument to Balzac to Richard Serra's "Tilted Arc," Banksy's visual pranks and the recent poop sculpture on the National Mall, they tend to involve hot clashes with the civic sphere.
Graffiti art is part of this story. The identical twins Otavio and Gustavo Pandolfo, known to the world as Osgemeos (Portuguese for "the twins"), have been the face of Brazilian graffiti art for several decades now. Their gradual crossover into mainstream international art-world acceptance is sealed by a year-long exhibition at the Hirshhorn Museum. Organized by Marina Isgro with the support of CJ Greenhill Caldera, "Osgemeos: Endless Story" is billed as the artists' first U.S. museum survey and the largest U.S. exhibition of their work.
I would not fight to the death with anyone who described Osgemeos's work as twee and repetitive. And yet, honestly, I love it. "Endless Story" is an unusually exuberant museum show. Imaginatively installed across a full floor at the Hirshhorn, it feels joyous, funny and unstuffy.

The Pandolfo twins grew up in Sao Paulo and became world-famous multimedia artists known as Osgemeos. (Filipe Berndt/Osgemeos)


Born in 1974, the Pandolfo twins grew up in Sao Paulo. They weren't yet 10 when they first encountered hip-hop culture. Under the influence of their older brother Arnaldo, they took to drawing and their parents soon enrolled them in a free art course. "Wild Style," an influential film about hip-hop, was a big early influence, and by 1986 they had transformed themselves into young B-boys -- a local DJ nicknamed them Os Gemeos -- hanging out at the Sao Bento subway station in Sao Paulo, breakdancing, rapping and making graffiti.
In 1992 they met and befriended Barry McGee, the American graffiti artist known for his witty, socially engaged figurative imagery, who was traveling in Brazil. They began collaborating with him and became lasting friends.
By the 2000s, the Pandolfo twins were making major murals on city walls and subway cars, even as they were showing in commercial galleries. In 2004, in the lead-up to the Summer Olympic Games, they were invited to make two murals in the host city, Athens. The following year they made their first New York mural outside a Coney Island subway station, and they later made a mural in downtown Manhattan, on the same site (the intersection of Houston Street and the Bowery) as a famous mural by Keith Haring. They were establishing pedigree.

"O dia da festa de break" ("The Breakdancing Party's Day") (2016). (Photo: Max Yawney/Osgemeos/Collection of Polo Molina)


By the 2010s, Osgemeos's works were getting more and more ambitious, both in scale and complexity. They were becoming known for painting figures they referred to as "Giants" -- enormous figures with yellow skin; wide, comically expressive faces; skinny legs; and colorful clothing inspired in part by traditional Brazilian dress.
When Boston's Institute of Contemporary Art gave them a solo show in 2012, the exhibit was complemented by a large-scale mural commission -- a boy in patterned pajamas crouching in a space that was perfectly congruent with the building's silhouette. An eruption of color and pattern in gray downtown Boston, it totally transformed the cityscape.
The Hirshhorn presentation includes a montage of blown-up photographs of Osgemeos's best-known murals, which have appeared all over the world.
Of course, institutional acceptance in the form of commissioned murals is one thing. But my sense is that, within the graffiti community, art world success, in the shape of museum surveys and commercial gallery representation, can be fatal to street credibility. So be it. If success is a deathbed, Osgemeos look surprisingly alive and comfortable in it.

"Osgemeos: Endless Story" is the largest U.S. exhibition for Osgemeos. (Rick Coulby/Osgemeos)


Their show squirms with energy. Every gallery is different. Early on, a phalanx of display cabinets teems with sketches, comic strips and graffiti paraphernalia, all of it revealing the twins' working methods and impressive drawing skills. As you go further in, you sense a creative partnership that thrives on expansion -- into film, sculpture and installation art, and the creation of futuristic fantasy worlds.

"Tritrez" (2014). (Rick Coulby/Osgemeos)


Much of Osgemeos's imagery is fired, as fantasy worlds usually are, by nostalgia. One gallery is devoted to "Tritrez," a mystical world the twins invented -- a place where "there's nothing to worry about" and "everything's in harmony." (I can see this becoming a place to hang out after the election.)
In this shrinelike gallery, which includes geometric designs and totemic sculptures, colorful paintings have been hung against patterned wallpaper in the manner of Andy Warhol's cow wallpaper displays. The installation, according to the wall text, combines "mystical and sacred geometry, references to 1970s and 1980s movies such as 'The Holy Mountain' (1973) and 'Flash Gordon' (1980), and the Afrofuturist style of hip-hop groups such as Afrika Bambaataa's Soulsonic Force, offering a warm and inviting vision of modern spirituality."
Sincere and spellbinding or facetious and gaudy? The question disintegrates as soon as you formulate it: Like Jeff Koons, like Warhol, like McGee and their fellow graffiti artists, Osgemeos render old categories of discernment obsolete through a policy of strategic populist overwhelm. Discernment is not the point: exuberance is.
Osgemeos's paintings could hardly be more vivid. Inspired sometimes by Brazilian landscape and people, other times by aliens and interplanetary travel, their keynote is cuteness (in expressive guises) alloyed to eye-catching design and bold patterning. They combine drawn and painted imagery in acrylic and spray paint with swaths of glistening sequins.

"Untitled (92 Speakers)" (2019), "Gramophone" (2016) and "1983 -- The Boombox" (2017). (Rick Coulby/Osgemeos)


The show groans, too, with all kinds of sculptures and installations, including a display of scores of old-fashioned speakers, a zoetrope (the proto-cinematic devices that create an illusion of movement with a rotating cylinder and strobe lighting) and "The Moon Room," a poetic installation of a bedroom bathed in moonlight.

"Untitled (Zoetrope)" 2014. (Rick Coulby/Osgemeos)


Much of the second half of the show is given over to a nostalgia-inspired celebration of 1970s and '80s graffiti culture. A suite of paintings shows characters from that world, often with face coverings wrapped around the heads (to protect against paint fumes and preserve anonymity), tagging New York subway trains at night.
These cleverly composed works celebrate an activity many people abhor. But they are so softened and plumped up with nostalgia (hip-hop and graffiti culture have entered advanced middle age) as to seem wholly innocuous.
So the question could be framed this way: Does the Osgemeos aesthetic have legs? Or will their work's undoubted originality collapse into nostalgia -- a nostalgia that may have wide appeal right now but is destined to wither and wane?
Does their achievement amount to more than just a notable instance of graffiti culture finding art-world acceptance? Is their manic, cheerful patterning merely a cover for the cuteness and kitsch of rose-tinted remembrance?
I think the answer to such questions will depend on whether Osgemeos can keep finding ways to speak to the present. To do that, I think they have to keep pushing into public spaces, maybe even creating a little friction as they reflect the world back at us. In the meantime, this major museum show is a great way to get to know them.
Osgemeos: Endless Story is on view at the Hirshhorn Museum through Aug. 3. hirshhorn.si.edu.
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'Juror #2': Another intentionally muddy moral tale from Clint Eastwood
Nicholas Hoult plays a guilty man arguing for another's innocence.
By Ty Burr | 2024-10-31

Nicholas Hoult, center left, stars in "Juror #2." (Claire Folger/Warner Bros. Pictures)


Remember when Clint Eastwood made what everyone assumed was his autumnal masterpiece, 1992's "Unforgiven"? He was 62, and he was actually just getting started. Then, in 2008, he made what everyone assumed was really his farewell to filmmaking, "Gran Torino." He was 78, and he kept on going. Now, 11 films after that, comes Eastwood's latest as a director, "Juror #2." He's 94. Want to bet he has a few more in him?
It's not a great movie, but it's pretty good, and it's interesting in the way a lot of late-period Eastwood is, with odd thematic subcurrents banging up against functional and at times bland filmmaking. Like his generational colleague Francis Ford Coppola, but in a very different way, he seems to have thrown the rule book away -- at his age, why not? -- to tell the stories he wants the way he wants. For the past decade and a half, most of those stories have obsessed over heroism and its discontents.
"American Sniper," "Sully," "The 15:17 to Paris" and "Richard Jewell" all ponder the costs of being perceived as an American hero -- what it does to a man's reputation, sanity and soul. And "Juror #2," a fictional movie and a lesser one, muddies the water still further, because its hero is both a family man and a murderer. (Spoilers, by necessity, ensue.)
Imagine a version of "12 Angry Men" where the juror played by Henry Fonda turns out to be the guy who did it. That's the opening gambit of Jonathan Abrams's script, in which Justin Kemp (Nicholas Hoult) is an average Joe who gets called to serve on a jury to deliberate whether a young roughneck (Gabriel Basso) killed his girlfriend (Francesca Eastwood, the director's daughter) on a rainy nighttime road outside a roadhouse bar. Twist No. 1: As he hears the facts of the case, Justin realizes that he, too, was driving on that road that same dark and stormy night, and that the deer he thought he hit may not have been a deer.
"Juror #2" prompts us to sympathize with Justin's plight only to yank our feelings and assumptions around. Hoult is good at playing handsome, decent young men with spines that turn out to be made of Jell-O, and the more we learn about Justin, the more unsure we are whether we're meant to root for him. He has a doting wife (Zoey Deutch) at home in her third trimester of a high-risk pregnancy and an understanding Alcoholics Anonymous sponsor (Kiefer Sutherland) who's conveniently an attorney and who warns Justin that the only way to ease his conscience without facing life in prison is to get his fellow jurors to find the accused not guilty.
Thus the movie mostly takes place in two arenas, the courtroom and the jury room. In the former, a fire-breathing prosecutor (Toni Collette) sees convicting the roughneck as her fastest ticket to getting elected district attorney, while the defense attorney (Chris Messina) pleads the innocence of a client who, for once, he believes didn't do it. Eastwood uses flashbacks to the night in question to portray the couple as a pair of trashy sleazeballs, while Justin and his wife are never less than middle-class attractive, but then "Juror #2" starts mixing its signals, class and otherwise. (Unfortunately, the movie may be read by some as an apologia for domestic abusers, but "not all men" doesn't really seem high on Eastwood's agenda here.)
In the jury room, Justin takes on the classic Fonda role of trying to convince the others to vote not guilty, only with the added moral murkiness of trying to salve his own guilt. The jurors are a demographically mixed bunch with a few wild cards, including Marcus (Cedric Yarbrough), a no-nonsense man who's sure the accused did it but also thinks Justin is up to something, and Harold (J.K. Simmons), a retired Chicago detective who decides to do some sleuthing on his own. There's more than a bit of Hitchcock to "Juror #2" -- it might as well be called "The Right Man" -- or there would be if its maker were interested in making a conventional suspense thriller.
He's not. In fact -- and, again, this is typical of Eastwood's late work -- "Juror #2" seems content to set up a complicated moral scenario and then simply sit back to watch it unfold. (The curiously abrupt ending confirms that resolving the plot isn't high on the director's agenda either.)

Nicholas Hoult on set with "Juror #2" director Clint Eastwood. (Claire Folger/Warner Bros. Pictures)


Eastwood was never much of a cinematic stylist to begin with, and this film in particular has the dull, proficient sheen of a TV movie. Still, "Juror #2" contains the lived wisdom of an artist turning from contemplating how society fails the people we choose to call heroes to wondering about the ways in which a man might simply fail himself.
PG-13. At AMC Tysons Corner 16. Contains some violent images and strong language. 113 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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'Emilia Perez' is a dazzling but hollow musical crime melodrama
Jacques Audiard's audacious film has three of the year's best performances.
By Ty Burr | 2024-10-31

Zoe Saldana as Rita Moro Castro in "Emilia Perez." (Page 114/Why Not Productions/Pathe Films/France 2 Cinema/Netflix)


"Emilia Perez" is an opera. "Emilia Perez" is a comic book. "Emilia Perez" is a telenovela. "Emilia Perez" is a women's weepie. "Emilia Perez" is a crime thriller. "Emilia Perez" is a musical. "Emilia Perez" is one of the damnedest things you'll ever see, and I'm still not convinced it's enough.
The movie is France's entry for this season's Oscars; takes place in Mexico, London, Tel Aviv and Switzerland; and features three of the most bravura female performances of the year, all of which won the best actress award at Cannes in May -- a rare capitulation to the seismic force of actresses when they set their collective phasers on stun.
What's "Emilia Perez" about? Oh, man, I wish I could tell you. There's a reveal in the first 20 minutes that I'll do my best to dance around, if only because writer-director Jacques Audiard asks us to swallow this flaming baked Alaska whole or not at all. Zoe Saldana, a star of "Avatar" and the Guardians of the Galaxy franchise, gets to inhabit her own skin as Rita Moro Castro, a Mexico City lawyer in a dead-end job defending wealthy criminals. Early in the movie, Rita storms through the nighttime streets along with an army of the discontented and downtrodden, singing and dancing their class rage. Just so you know what you're in for.
Rita is kidnapped by Manitas Del Monte, the meanest and most murderous drug kingpin in all Mexico, who has her flown to his mountain hideout to ask her to take on an assignment. About which I can say no more, but it does involve the lawyer jet-setting about the globe, a couple of what can only be called all-singing/all-dancing business consultations, the relocation of the kingpin's wife and children to a Swiss safe house, and a multimillion-dollar payday in Rita's new bank account in the Cayman Islands.
Flash forward four years and the title character at last strides onto the screen and into Rita's life: Emilia Perez (Karla Sofia Gascon), a bighearted whirlwind who says she's Manitas's cousin and arranges for the cartel head's wife, Jessi (Selena Gomez), and two sons to be brought back to Mexico City to live with her. Here is where "Emilia Perez" ascends to a pitch of old-school/new-age melodrama, with passions worthy of a 1940s Bette Davis barnstormer filtered through mid-period Pedro Almodovar.

Karla Sofia Gascon plays Emilia Perez. (Page 114/Why Not Productions/Pathe Films/France 2 Cinema/Netflix)



Selena Gomez, center, stars as Jessi in "Emilia Perez." (Page 114/Why Not Productions/Pathe Films/France 2 Cinema/Netflix)


Gomez especially picks up the slack as the neglected wife, a bottle blonde singing her fury into satin pillowcases and eyeing the hot machito (Edgar Ramirez) on her late husband's payroll. There's more than a touch of the late, great Barbara Stanwyck to what Gomez is doing -- a sentence I never thought I'd be typing about a former Disney TV princess.
"Emilia Perez" aspires to topicality when the unstoppable Emilia takes it upon herself to atone for her cousin's sins by launching an NGO dedicated to recovering the bodies of those killed by the cartels, with Rita as chief administrator and a new girlfriend in Epifania (Adriana Paz), whose abusive husband is one of the dead. The scenes and duets between Emilia and Epifania are especially touching, the former revealing a tenderness beneath her dreadnought exterior and the latter blooming in the light of unexpected romance. It's an island of brief calm before the movie rockets to a violent emotional climax.
Audiard is a changeling filmmaker who here tries to recapture the highs of his first two movies, the 2005 crime thriller "The Beat That My Heart Skipped" and the brilliant prison drama "A Prophet" (2009). (I reserve a soft spot for his wayward 2018 western "The Sisters Brothers.") "Emilia Perez" is his bid to remind us he can do it all, in this case adapting Boris Razon's 2018 novel "Ecoute" into a four-act opera that was never produced and that, with songs written by the French avant-pop star Camille Dalmais, has become a movie musical with shout-outs to Busby Berkeley overhead shots and the floating heads of "The Gang's All Here" (1943). (The movie will be on Netflix in a few weeks, but it was made for the big screen.)
"Emilia Perez" is a big, bulging bag of eye candy, in other words, and like a lot of candy, it can give you a sugar high without much genuine sustenance and perhaps an attendant headache. Dalmais's songs are propulsive and percussive but not very memorable -- you come out humming the plot instead. Damien Jalet's choreography is all interesting angles, but there's not enough of it. And while Audiard tries to tackle a current social-issue hot topic, he adds nothing to the conversation other than how that topic might alter the emotional surface and temperature of a classic Hollywood women's drama.
Aside from the fine, full-bodied performances, there's ultimately less than meets the eye here -- just the hollow fascination of style wrestling with the truth of human emotions until it comes out on top. That's more than enough for a Saturday night at the movies (or, if you must, a night at home with the remote), but for genuine meaning, move on.
R. At area theaters. Contains language, some violent content and sexual material. In English and Spanish with English subtitles. 132 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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New album from the Cure is the band's best since 'Disintegration'
The first new album in 16 years from goth stalwarts the Cure is their best since the 1989 masterpiece "Disintegration." 
By Chris Kelly | 2024-10-31

Robert Smith of the Cure performs at the Glastonbury Festival in 2019. (Oli Scarff/AFP/Getty Images)


Ever since the release of 2008's "4:13 Dream," the Cure has spent all its time performing onstage and trawling through its own archives. Along with a relentless concert schedule, there have been remixes and live recordings and retrospective releases -- but no new album.
All those years of dimly lit doom and gloom seemingly made the light of day too much to bear, as if pondering what was next was too much. But after 16 years without an album of new material, the Cure is back with "Songs of a Lost World," a work of goth grandeur that gazes into the existential void and ponders the end of not just the band, but everything.
For decades, the Cure has oscillated between its poppier aspirations and the downcast goth rock that it helped establish in the '80s. "Songs of a Lost World" leans fully into the darkness with wall-of-sound production that demonstrates the ouroboros of influence: Cure descendants like My Bloody Valentine and Nine Inch Nails loom large in the mental mix.
The album is awash waves of wiry guitar riffs, warm synth pads, the echoes of familiar piano chords and -- as if evoking the sounds of an earlier, analogue era -- the sludginess of melted vinyl and a finger pushing down on cassette tape. "Songs of a Lost World" is an album for meditation under black light.
It is also patient. Half of its songs are longer than six minutes, with one topping 10, and it takes nearly three minutes for front man Robert Smith to set the album's tone with its first lyric: "This is the end of every song that we sing."

(Associated Press)


Smith -- who is the only credited songwriter on a Cure album for the first time since 1985's "The Head on the Door" -- is 65 years old and has been in the band for nearly five decades. For any artist at his age, pondering the end would be natural; for a gothic bard like Smith, "Songs of a Lost World" is the apotheosis of a career-long fascination with disintegration.
Amid the "blood red moons" and "cold black rain" of Smith's haunted poetry are solemn soliloquies about the time, memory and dreams that make up a person, and what happens when the stars grow dim and a "broken-voiced lament" calls us home. Even years spent morbidly fixated has not prepared him for what's next. "I'm trying to make some sense of it," he admits. "I can't anymore, if I ever really could." (Sorry, young goths: It Doesn't Get Better.)
Smith's lyrical focus and baroque songcraft make "Songs of a Lost World" the band's best album since its 1989 masterpiece "Disintegration" (even if listeners seeking a "Lovesong" or "Pictures of You" will be left wanting). And despite Smith teasing at least one more album, it would also be a fitting end point for the Cure. After a half century of searching in the shadows for answers about love, life and death, Smith has seemingly found what he was looking for ... whether that provides any solace or not.
"I'm outside in the dark, wondering how I got so old," he sings on the appropriately titled closer, "Endsong." "No, I don't belong here anymore."
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What's 'Doctor Odyssey' really about? Some viewers see dead people.
The Ryan Murphy-produced ABC drama "Doctor Odyssey" attracts theories from viewers that something about the show is not what it seems.
By Emily Yahr | 2024-10-31

Joshua Jackson (Max), Phillipa Soo (Avery) and Sean Teale (Tristan) during a themed "Singles Week" on ABC's drama "Doctor Odyssey." (Tina Thorpe/Disney)


On an episode of "Doctor Odyssey," the new ABC drama about a medical team working on a luxury cruise ship, the main characters frequently gather on balconies and gaze down upon the passengers. This should not be a significant fact, except ... those camera angles, plus their white uniforms, could be a hint that the medical staff members are actually guardian angels.
Because the Odyssey, as the ship is named, might really be heaven.
Possibly purgatory.
Maybe some other in-between place?
Or, you know -- it could just be a steamy-sudsy show about a hot doctor saving boat passengers from their medical emergencies.
Therein lies the conundrum of watching "Doctor Odyssey," the latest case study in whether high-concept series such as "Lost" and "The Good Place" -- fueled by speculation on social media and message boards -- have forever warped the minds of TV fans of a certain generation. If even the slightest thing about a new show seems off-kilter, viewers are now primed to expect a game-changing and/or supernatural twist, and people wind up parsing through every scene for Easter eggs that may or may not exist.
But also? It really does seem like something weird is happening aboard the Odyssey. As in, do the characters actually exist, or is this a "St. Elsewhere"-type "this is all in someone's imagination" situation?
On the surface, the premise is straightforward: A small medical team, led by Joshua Jackson as new doctor Max Bankman, along with nurse practitioner Avery (Phillipa Soo) and nurse Tristan (Sean Teale), provide on-call health care on a ship filled with demanding and wealthy passengers. But take a closer look, and a suspicious amount of glowing light pours out of the windows. A bright, poppy haze settles over scenes to give it all a dreamlike quality. The passengers enter the boat on a moving sidewalk through a trippy tunnel that makes it look like they are floating underwater.

Joshua Jackson as Dr. Max Bankman enters the Odyssey cruise ship through its ethereal boarding tunnel on an episode of "Doctor Odyssey." Some viewers wonder whether the ship is really a limbo state between the living and the dead -- or something like that. (Tina Thorpe/Disney)


The plot is often unhinged, leapfrogging from surreal to serious: In the Sept. 26 premiere episode, Jackson's character competes in a dance battle and then follows it up with a somber monologue about how he was patient zero during the coronavirus pandemic in March 2020 and almost died. Five episodes in, the characters talk about death quite a bit. (The first season has 18 episodes and returns with a new one Nov. 7.) Granted, they do work in medicine, but the references pile up almost ridiculously. At one point, Max has a conversation with the captain (played by Don Johnson) where he stares at him meaningfully and says, "Know what the worst thing for our health is? Being alive."
"If this is not all death-coded, what is happening here?" Carlye Wisel, a theme-park journalist and podcaster, asked in a recent interview -- rhetorically, of course, because there have been no answers. (An ABC publicist said no producers were available for an interview.) Wisel, who lives in Los Angeles, was intrigued when she saw billboards featuring Jackson, who pivoted from his beloved-to-millennials "Dawson's Creek" days to prestige TV such as "The Affair." Wisel assumed that if Jackson were taking a role in a network drama, it would have to be something special.
Then she started watching, and "special" was one word for it. She was so weirded out by Jackson's character's backstory and the bizarre tone and the look of the boat ("Why is everything so gilded?") that she started asking around to find out whether she was the only one who felt that way. A friend pointed her to a recent TVLine article headlined "Doctor Odyssey Feels Like a Fever Dream Because It Is a Fever Dream -- Here's Our Not-At-All Crazy Theory." The piece argued that Jackson's character actually never recovered from the coronavirus and "he's stuck in a coma, hanging somewhere between dead and alive. The Odyssey is heaven, beckoning him to cross over to the other side."
Suddenly, everything clicked. "It just fueled my obsession, and it has not stopped," Wisel said, joking that this was now her version of being a Taylor Swift superfan and looking for possible clues and hidden meanings: Is the ship's medical crew actually a heavenly workforce helping people over to the great beyond? Jackson actually calls the ship the "great beyond," so does that mean he is actually clinging to life in the hospital? Wisel posted a TikTok about the theory and the video has since been flooded with comments from other viewers who noticed the same thing. One compared the show to "The Twilight Zone."
"I think in my bones, I'm expecting to see a Season 1 finale banger with Joshua Jackson opening his eyes in the hospital," Wisel said. "And I also see a world where we learn nothing for 10 seasons and just get endless wacky themed cruises."

Jackson's character and the captain (played by Don Johnson) like to have long talks about life. (Tina Thorpe/Disney)


True, it could just be a strange, cheesy show. After all, "Doctor Odyssey" is the latest offering from TV titan Ryan Murphy, who is the writer-director-producer behind six series now streaming and airing on various platforms. His series are known for dark humor and disturbing imagery as well as a surreal quality in general -- one of them, FX's "Grotesquerie," recently unveiled a wild twist of its own.
Samantha Macke of St. Louis is a fan of another Murphy show on ABC, the first responder procedural "9-1-1," which airs right before "Doctor Odyssey" on Thursday nights; there's a lot of crossover viewership. People familiar with the Murphy oeuvre have seen how the producer can move between the realistic ("American Crime Story") to the fantastical ("American Horror Story") to the more mainstream ("Glee") with ease. But if something appears off, there's usually a reason.
"We know his shows can sometimes have weird, supernatural elements or there's more to them than it seems," Macke said. She does think there is something to the limbo theory, because of the "heavy-handed" references to death and how all the main cast members have unfinished business that can only be resolved off the boat: The captain is struggling to move on from losing his wife; Soo's nurse practitioner character dreams of becoming a doctor; Teale's character has abandonment issues with his mother.
Michel Ganem, the TV Scholar on Instagram and a freelance writer from Vancouver who writes predominantly about television, loves a good medical drama and was intrigued by this unusual offering. "I think the show does have this fever dream quality to it that is so palpable," he said, noting how many times they refer to heaven or paradise. "And it's very unclear at times where the ship is going ... it does give this 'floating in the middle of nowhere' vibes."
Still, he said, it's hard to imagine that a network drama would take this pivot, particularly because it is set up to have such a straightforward structure: With the faintest sonar ping of "The Love Boat," each episode features a new set of passengers and a different cruise theme, from Singles Week to Plastic Surgery Week to Halloween Week, which could easily carry the series. Plus, there's a new prominent guest star every week, from Shania Twain to Margaret Cho. "I would be shocked if they would turn the tables on the viewer that way. ... I think it would be so confusing to them not to fall back into that rhythm," Ganem said. "Unless it's some sort of 'Lost'-esque finale moment, I can't really see them shifting the show that dramatically."

A few minutes after sitting on the beach, Max participates in a dance battle, one of the many scenes so bizarre that it sparked supernatural theories among viewers. (Tina Thorpe/Disney)


Ah, yes, "Lost" -- the reason the "Doctor Odyssey" theories wound up here in the first place. Jessica Siler of Florida, one of the many millennials who originally tuned into "Doctor Odyssey" because of Jackson, is one of the many viewers who used eagerly watch every episode of ABC's early aughts castaways saga, where the twists and turns spawned a subculture of message boards and communities that dissected every scene.
"I was very much that person who, for two days after it aired, was looking at theories," Siler said. "I was fully immersed in that whole thing, so there's no way it didn't alter my brain chemistry in some way. I can't imagine that it didn't affect my future TV viewing experience."
Even though "Doctor Odyssey" might not be on the same level in terms of quality -- would "Lost" have a storyline in which a woman's nose literally falls off while doing drugs after plastic surgery? -- the added speculation can only boost its profile. According to Deadline, around 4.1 million viewers saw the premiere the day it aired in September and nearly an additional 10 million watched over the next week across platforms. It remains a staple in Hulu's list of Top 15 shows, and ABC reports that "Doctor Odyssey" ranks in the Top 20 broadcast and cable series this season with 5.75 million total viewers per week.
Claire Franken, the editor who wrote the highly cited TVLine piece about the coma theory, said she has seen a very positive response from readers. "People seem to think it adds a layer of complexity to this frothy show," she said. The outlet has interviewed the stars of the series, including Jackson, who said he "loved" the idea. "I cannot tell you what goes on inside the mind of Ryan Murphy, but we also had a similar theory operating on set. Only Ryan Murphy knows," Jackson said.
Murphy's shows are also known for storylines featuring LGBTQ+ characters, which may account for another theory that has taken a strong hold on social media -- that Jackson's character, Max, and the nurse and nurse practitioner, Tristan and Avery, are destined to wind up in a throuple. At first, it looked like Max and Tristan would just fight over Avery, but there have been hints about Max and Tristan's bond as well.
So if there are no other big reveals in the works, that would certainly set the show apart from more typical love triangle storylines. 
"I really do think the dynamic of the three of them is really interesting," Siler said. "I feel like a good way to entice viewers to stay or to bring in new viewers is to just do something that's not done on network TV and to throuple those three up."
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At half a billion sales, Call of Duty is as good as it's ever been
The Call of Duty series has sold more than 500 million copies to date, according to publisher Activision-Blizzard, after "Black Ops 6" set launch-day records.
By Gene Park | 2024-10-30

Two hundred and fifty creators played the recent Call of Duty release, "Black Ops 6," as part of a preview event at the National Building Museum in August. (Kyle Gustafson for The Washington Post)


The Call of Duty series has sold more than 500 million copies to date, publisher Activision-Blizzard told The Washington Post. This elevates it to among the best-selling game franchises in history alongside "Tetris" and the Pokemon franchise, and behind Nintendo's Mario properties.
The milestone comes as the franchise debuts under Microsoft's ownership after the company's $69 billion acquisition of Activision-Blizzard. That deal continues to boost Microsoft's earnings, according to figures released Wednesday, helping drive Xbox's 61 percent increase in revenue for the first quarter of this fiscal year. Last week, the first entry in the series published under Xbox, "Call of Duty: Black Ops 6," released to critical and commercial success.
The launch was the biggest Call of Duty release ever, setting a record for first-day players and newly added subscribers to Xbox's Game Pass service, said Microsoft chairman and CEO Satya Nadella on an earnings call Wednesday.
"And unit sales on PlayStation and Steam were also up 60 percent year-over-year," he said. "This speaks to our strategy of meeting gamers where they are by enabling them to play more games across the screens they spent their time in."
Amy Hood, executive vice president and chief financial officer, said the company expects that the new subscribers to Game Pass will result in recurring, growing revenue.
"The game requires an online connection to play, so even for players who purchased the stand-alone game, revenue recognition will also occur ... over time," she said in the earnings call, referencing that all Xbox users are charged monthly to play online games.
Despite the new ownership structure, the game's production system -- managing 15 different studios to create a constantly evolving blockbuster franchise -- remains in place, said Matt Cox, senior vice president and general manager of Call of Duty at Activision, in an interview.
"When you look at Treyarch and Raven [lead studios on 'Black Ops 6'], they have a history of working together within the Black Ops franchise going all the way back to 2010," Cox said. "You have this history with people you work with, and that ultimately shows when it comes to the finished product from a publishing and go-to-market standpoint."
To market "Black Ops 6," Activision leaned into the franchise's cultural footprint with a marketing campaign dubbed "The Truth Lies." This included stunts such as portraying Mount Rushmore as blindfolded and vandalized in a trailer, as well as working with People Magazine to place one of its characters on a fake-out "Sexiest Man Alive" cover for its ads. Its most recent trailers featured Saddam Hussein, George H.W. Bush and Bill Clinton, as the game covers the Gulf War in 1991.

Gamer Unknown JWG participated with the British Royal Air Force team during the Call of Duty Endowment (C.O.D.E.) Bowl V. (Kyle Gustafson for The Washington Post) 


Much of "Black Ops 6" revolves around Washington, D.C., so Activision held its annual Call of Duty NEXT live event by taking over the National Building Museum and inviting hundreds of creators to test the game before last week's launch.
"How can we do something only Call of Duty can do? Swagger means how do we enter the cultural zeitgeist?" said Tyler Bahl, Activision's chief marketing officer. "This year's campaign was built off the climate of today, where you're not even believing what you're seeing in your feed anymore."
"Black Ops 6" is also the first game to release under Xbox's unique distribution model, with a Game Pass subscription system that offers the game to all users and forgoes the $70-plus premium price. Time will tell how that will boost subscriptions for a service that seemed to have plateaued around 34 million monthly subscribers -- a significant number that is still not enough to fund big-budget games that might attract new audiences to the service. Bigger games today typically cost hundreds of millions of dollars and are struggling to hit profit margins for growth.
Activision executives don't betray any nervousness about the new strategy.
"We just see that as just another way to play, and ultimately we want players to have options," Cox said. "Our goal is to get this game in the hands of more players than ever before, whether that's on console, PC, mobile, Game Pass or even streaming."
The Gulf War radiated all over life in the 1990s, and I grew up as a child and teenager through the decade. "Black Ops 6" re-creates the Scud missile launchers that were featured all over news footage and headlines of that era in stunning and terrifying detail. The single-player story's most stunning and innovative mission involves the player driving across Iraq to take out these launchers.
I first reviewed a Call of Duty game in 2009 for GameCritics.com, where I wrote that "Modern Warfare 2" was "powerful affirmation for those who define games less as art, and more as a sport of group dynamics that fuels the innate necessity of 'must play' human contest." Fifteen years later, my writing still applies to the latest game.
Call of Duty stories are a relic of early 2000s pop culture, a time when films and TV shows about war and soldiers were in demand, reverberations of the jingoism that resulted after the Sept. 11 attacks. Today, it's actually rare to see a war film as a box-office blockbuster. The Call of Duty franchise, after all, got its start by replicating the opening sequence to "Saving Private Ryan."
"Black Ops 6" is now unique in pop culture as one of the few espionage stories about the various militaries of the world. A sequence set in D.C.'s Union Station features the player infiltrating a fundraiser for then-Gov. Bill Clinton, digitally re-created in the game. Rather than the Bruckheimer-esque action sequences the series is known for, the player is tasked to mingle in the fundraiser and given a variety of options to proceed the mission, including exposing a classic political sex scandal.
The game offers many instances of player choice, a promised feature that failed to deliver in last year's "Modern Warfare III."
Characters of all genders bark and move with the temperament of football linebackers. In Call of Duty games, war resembles a sport. No wonder the multiplayer portion, which I've barely touched, has become one of the most prominent esports of today. The campaign shies away from any heavy politics despite featuring Kuwait and Iraq, another typical characteristic of the series. Even though the gameplay has expanded, the scope of its story stays the same. It's at least as good as it's ever been, which helps the series keep that famous swagger.
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Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-10-30

The "Capital Brutalism" exhibit is on view at the National Building Museum through Feb. 17. (National Building Museum)


The following special exhibitions are on view at area museums. For a complete list of all permanent, indefinite and long-term exhibitions, please consult individual museum websites. Museums marked with an * are free. Note: The National Geographic Museum and the Smithsonian's Arts and Industries Building are temporarily closed for renovations.
*AMERICAN UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AT THE KATZEN ARTS CENTER
Eight exhibitions are on view through Dec. 8: "Ralph Steadman: And Another Thing," "Joseph Holston: Call and Response," "Endless Transformations: The Alchemy of Connie Imboden," "Faces of the Republican Party," "New American Landscapes," "Mira Hecht: In the Center Thereof Rose a Fountain," "Pegan Brooke: Flux II, Light on Water," and "A Sight to Behold: The Corcoran Legacy Collection of Nineteenth and Early Twentieth-Century American Landscape Paintings." 4400 Massachusetts Ave. NW. american.edu/cas/museum
*ANACOSTIA COMMUNITY MUSEUM
"A Bold and Beautiful Vision: A Century of Black Arts Education in Washington, DC, 1900-2000," through March 2. Artifacts and original artworks highlight this exhibition honoring African American artist-educators. 1901 Fort Pl. SE. anacostia.si.edu
CAPITAL JEWISH MUSEUM
"JewCE: The Jewish Comics Experience," through March 23. This exhibition highlights comic book superheroes who came from the minds of Jewish creators, writers and artists, as well as contemporary graphic novels that explore Jewish themes.
The museum features two ongoing exhibitions about Jewish history, from 1790 to today, and how to build a better future in the National Capital Region: "What Is Jewish Washington?" and "Connect. Reflect. Act." 575 Third St. NW. capitaljewishmuseum.org
*DUMBARTON OAKS
"Striking Designs: Communicating Through Coins," through May 31. An exploration of how the Roman and Byzantine Empire used money to spread ideology.
"The White House," through June. This installation by Colombian artist Santiago Montoya features 12 houses of varying sizes -- 11 made of coal and one made of white chocolate. 1703 32nd St. NW. doaks.org
* FOLGER SHAKESPEARE LIBRARY
"Imprints in Time," through Jan. 5. This display features rare books and manuscripts from the eclectic collection of Stuart and Mimi Rose. 201 East Capitol St. SE. folger.edu
*GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AND TEXTILE MUSEUM
"Irresistible: The Global Patterns of Ikat," through Dec. 21. Ikat textiles from nations around the world are on display in this celebration of the ancient resist-dyeing technique.
"Art Uncovered: Visionary Textile Scholars and Their Archives," through April 5. A global selection of letters, photos and more from the Arthur D. Jenkins Library's archives.
"A Tale of Two Houses," through May 17. An exploration of two houses central to D.C. history: the Woodhull House in Foggy Bottom and George Hewitt Myers's Kalorama residence. 701 21st St. NW. museum.gwu.edu
*HIRSHHORN MUSEUM AND SCULPTURE GARDEN
"Revolutions: Art From the Hirshhorn Collection, 1860-1960," through April 20. This collection presents 208 artworks made during a period defined by evolutions in science, philosophy and mechanization.
"Osgemeos: Endless Story," through Aug. 3. This full-floor presentation tracks the collaboration and artistic trajectory of Brazilian identical twins Gustavo and Otavio Pandolfo.
"Basquiat x Banksy," through Oct. 26, 2025. The exhibition of two paintings, one by Jean-Michel Basquiat and one by Banksy, marks the first time either artist's work has been presented at the museum. Seventh Street and Independence Avenue SW. hirshhorn.si.edu
HILLWOOD ESTATE, MUSEUM AND GARDENS
"Fragile Beauty: Art of the Ocean," through Jan. 5. This exhibition includes works that evoke the water, as well as pieces created with oceanic materials. 4155 Linnean Ave. NW. hillwoodmuseum.org
*LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
"Collecting Memories: Treasures From the Library of Congress," through December 2025. The David M. Rubenstein Treasures Gallery's first exhibition examines the ways in which cultures preserve memory. Thomas Jefferson Building, 10 First St. SE. loc.gov
MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE
"Sacred Words: Revealing the Earliest Hebrew Book," through Jan. 12. The oldest known Hebrew book, featuring Sabbath morning prayers and liturgical poems, is on display.
"Billy Graham's Canvas Cathedral," through Jan. 26. A reflection on Billy Graham's evangelistic campaigns in the late 1940s.
"The Megiddo Mosaic: Foundations of Faith," through July 6. This interactive exhibit showcases an ancient mosaic floor discovered by archaeologists in 2005. 400 Fourth St. SW. museumofthebible.org
*NATIONAL ARCHIVES MUSEUM
"Power & Light: Russell Lee's Coal Survey," through Dec. 7, 2025. A display of more than 200 images of coal communities from American documentary photographer Russell Lee. 701 Constitution Ave. NW. museum.archives.gov
NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM
"Capital Brutalism," through Feb. 17. An exploration of the Metro system and seven D.C. buildings designed in the polarizing brutalist style.
"Frank Lloyd Wright's Southwestern Pennsylvania," through March 17. This exhibition shines a light on projects the architect designed for the region from the 1930s through the 1950s.
"Brick City," through spring. U.K.-based artist Warren Elsmore uses Lego pieces to re-create destinations from all seven continents, including New Orleans during Mardi Gras and medieval Japanese castles.
"Mini Memories: Souvenir Buildings From the David Weingarten Collection," through 2025. A showcase of 400 miniature building souvenirs from nearly 70 countries.
"House & Home," ongoing. A collection of photographs, models, films and objects that examine American homes both familiar and unconventional.
"Building Stories," ongoing. This immersive exhibition dives into the world of architecture, engineering, construction and design as depicted in children's books. 401 F St. NW. nbm.org
*NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART
"Gordon Parks: Camera Portraits From the Corcoran Collection," through Jan. 12. A display of 25 portraits taken by groundbreaking photographer Gordon Parks between 1941 and 1970.
"In the Library: Life in the Impressionists' Paris," through Jan. 17. A selection of some 40 photographs and prints capturing the art scene in late 19th-century Paris.
"Paris 1874: The Impressionist Moment," through Jan. 19. A presentation of 130 works, including paintings from Paul Cezanne, Claude Monet and Camille Pissarro, examines impressionism's origins.
"Spirit & Strength: Modern Art From Haiti," through March 9. Haiti's significance to the African diaspora is put on display in this exhibition featuring 21 recently gifted works. Sixth Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nga.gov
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE
"Reclaiming My Time," through February. An exhibition highlighting work by contemporary Black designers about issues of cultural heritage, bodies at rest, labor and leisure.
"Reckoning: Protest. Defiance. Resilience.," ongoing. The exhibition focuses on the Black Lives Matter movement and art that depicts resistance and protest. 14th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nmaahc.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN ART
"From the Deep: In the Wake of Drexciya With Ayana V. Jackson," through Jan. 6. Artist Ayana V. Jackson uses animation, immersive video, installation, sound and scent in an exhibition inspired by the 1990s techno band Drexciya, whose albums imagined a mythical aquatopia populated by descendants of pregnant African women thrown (or who jumped) overboard into the Atlantic during the Middle Passage.
"Bruce Onobrakpeya: The Mask and the Cross," through Jan. 21. A showcase of Nigerian sculptor and printmaker Bruce Onobrakpeya's earliest commissions from the late 1960s.
"John Akomfrah: Five Murmurations," on long-term view. The Ghanaian-born, London-based artist and filmmaker addresses the covid-19 pandemic, the murder of George Floyd and the worldwide protests in support of Black Lives Matter in this visual essay of our times. 950 Independence Ave. SW. africa.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY
"Forensic Science on Trial," through June. An exhibition breaking down how forensic science has been used in more than 150 years of trials.
"Presente! A Latino History of the United States." The Molina Family Latino Gallery is the first gallery space of the new National Museum of the American Latino; it tells U.S. history from the perspective of members of the diverse Latino community and covers themes such as immigration, identity and legacy. Constitution Avenue NW, between 12th and 14th streets. americanhistory.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN
"Sublime Light: Tapestry Art of DY Begay," through July 13. The first retrospective of the Navajo fiber artist's career features 48 tapestries spanning three decades of work.
"Unbound: Narrative Art of the Plains," through Jan. 20, 2026. Historical hides, muslins and ledger books from the Great Plains are presented alongside 50 contemporary works commissioned by the museum. Fourth Street and Independence Avenue SW. americanindian.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ASIAN ART
"An Epic of Kings: The Great Mongol Shahnama," through Jan. 12. An exhibition featuring 25 folios from the Shahnama, the celebrated medieval Persian manuscript.
"Striking Objects: Contemporary Japanese Metalwork," through Jan. 11, 2026. Works from the collection of Shirley Z. Johnson highlight the ways in which modern Japanese metalworking is used in traditional methods. 1050 Independence Ave. SW. asia.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
"Lights Out: Recovering Our Night Sky," through December 2025. Photographs, objects, models and interactive elements are used to explore the effects of light pollution.
"Dazzling Diversity," through Dec. 16, 2025. Early natural history books from the Smithsonian Libraries and Archives put scientific knowledge of the insect world on display.
"Cellphone: Unseen Connections," through 2026. This exhibition, about the way phones connect us to the natural world, features multimedia installations, a sprawling graphic novel and more than 750 objects. 10th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. naturalhistory.si.edu
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS
"Suchitra Mattai: Myth From Matter," through Jan. 12. An exhibition pairing the Guyanese-born artist's recent work, including mixed media and sculpture, with objects sourced from D.C. collections.
"In Focus: Artists at Work," through April 20. Video documentaries explore the creative processes of eight contemporary artists. 1250 New York Ave. NW. nmwa.org
*NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY
"Brilliant Exiles: American Women in Paris, 1900-1939," through Feb. 23. An exhibition highlighting the feats of 60 American women who traversed the Atlantic in the early 20th century in pursuit of creative freedom.
"This Morning, This Evening, So Soon: James Baldwin and the Voices of Queer Resistance," through April 20. Curated by Pulitzer Prize-winning writer Hilton Als, this collection explores the interconnected lives of Baldwin, Lorraine Hansberry, Bayard Rustin and other queer civil rights activists.
"Picturing the Presidents: Daguerreotypes and Ambrotypes from the National Portrait Gallery's Collection," through June 8. This exhibition features photographs of 11 U.S. presidents.
"Felix Gonzalez-Torres: Always to Return," through July 6. The artist's work is presented in D.C. for the first time in more than 30 years, with a focus on his groundbreaking portraiture.
"Recent Acquisitions," through Oct. 26, 2025. This display showcases 21 additions to the museum's collection, all representing female subjects or made by women. Subjects include singer Beyonce Knowles-Carter, Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, writer Octavia Butler and actress Greta Garbo.
"Star Power: Photographs From Hollywood's Golden Age by George Hurrell," through Jan. 4, 2026. This exhibition highlights the work of Hurrell, a Hollywood photographer whose portraits captured the likes of Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy and Joan Crawford. Eighth and F streets NW. npg.si.edu
*NATIONAL POSTAL MUSEUM
"Baseball: America's Home Run," through Jan. 5. This exhibition dives into the surprising ways baseball and postal history have intersected since the early 20th century.
"Voting by Mail: Civil War to Covid-19," through Feb. 23. This election-year exhibition features objects spanning three centuries that have been used to help U.S. citizens vote by mail. 2 Massachusetts Ave. NE. postalmuseum.si.edu
PHILLIPS COLLECTION
"Where We Meet," through Nov. 10. An installation unifying works from the Phillips Collection and the Howard University Gallery of Art. 1600 21st St. NW. phillipscollection.org
*RENWICK GALLERY
"Subversive, Skilled, Sublime: Fiber Art by Women," through Jan. 5. Works of cotton, wool, polyester and silk are presented in an exhibition that considers an alternative history of American art.
"Contemporary Craft at the Renwick Gallery," ongoing. More than 100 works composed of fiber, ceramics, glass, metal, wood and other materials showcase handmade art of the 21st century.
"Janet Echelman's 1.8 Renwick," ongoing. The American sculptor's fiber and lighting installation projects shadow drawings in colors that move from wall to wall. Pennsylvania Avenue and 17th Street NW. americanart.si.edu
*SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN ART MUSEUM
"Artist to Artist," through May 18. This rotating exhibition highlights eight artist pairings, each of which features two figures whose trajectories intersected at a key moment.
"Sightlines: Chinatown and Beyond," through Nov. 30, 2025. This gallery overlooking D.C.'s Chinatown neighborhood highlights Asian Americans' cultural impact on the nation's capital.
"Isaac Julien: Lessons of the Hour -- Frederick Douglass," through 2026. A joint purchase by the Portrait Gallery and the Smithsonian American Art Museum, this five-screen video installation uses period reenactments to create a portrait of the activist, writer, orator and philosopher Frederick Douglass. G and Eighth streets NW. americanart.si.edu
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The best election watch parties at bars in the D.C. area
Plus places to order in, if you prefer to keep your anxiety at home on the couch. 
By Fritz Hahn, Warren Rojas, Sophia Solano | 2024-10-30
On Tuesday night, bars throughout D.C. will be packed with anxious crowds watching election results roll across giant projection screens while talking heads echo through sound systems. Meanwhile, bars offer drink specials, trivia, bingo and other activities to keep everyone engaged as state and congressional races are called.
Too nervous to watch in public? Some restaurants are offering election-night packages for you to enjoy from your couch.
Here's a sampling of events happening around town on Tuesday. You'll find an updated list on goingoutguide.com.
Busboys and Poets
All eight branches of the liberal bookstore/coffeehouse/restaurant Busboys and Poets are hosting election viewing parties with all-night drink specials, vowing to stay open until a winner is declared. The flagship 14th and V location features a set by folk duo Emma's Revolution, performing songs like "Our People Gonna Rise" and "Keep Moving Forward" before the results begin rolling in. Most parties begin at 6 p.m., but see website for details. busboysandpoets.com. Free.
Clouding Memories at Bluejacket
Navy Yard's dedicated brewery aims to "remember yesterday & celebrate tomorrow, today!" with some boozy Election Day deals. The two discounted drafts ($5 each) are bitter IPA Yesterdays and fruited sour Tomorrow, Today. Specialty drinks target a range of electoral vibes, including woeful ($3 Malort), pensive ($9 Last Word), festive ($9 Hugo spritz) and stiff ($9 old-fashioned). 11 a.m. to midnight. bluejacketdc.com. Free.
Election Night Viewing Party at Boundary Stone
This Bloomingdale mainstay is running its happy hour deals all night ($5 to $8.25 beer, wine, cocktail and food specials) while broadcasting the election returns. Boundary Stone is also reviving a debate night offering, Kamala's Coconut Daiquiri, which features flavored rum from local distillery Cotton & Reed, and drowning sorrows with its vodka-based Palate Cleanser Shot. 8 to 11:30 p.m. boundarystonedc.com. Free.
Election Day Cocktail Battle at Cucina Morini
This buzzy Mount Vernon Triangle restaurant is streaming the election results live and shaking up dueling discount martinis ($7 each) to help take the edge off. The first features grapefruit-spiked El Tequileno Blanco tequila, Ramazzotti Aperitivo Rosato and dry vermouth. The second mixes tequila with pepper brine and sweet vermouth. Customers can vote for their favorite, with the most popular pour winning a permanent spot on the house drink list. 5 to 10 p.m. cucinamorini.com. Free.
Election Day Comedy Jam & Watch Party at DC Comedy Clubhouse
Organizers of this laugh fest at Red Lounge hope their slate of featured comedians (taking the stage from 7:30 to 9 p.m.), discounted food deals ($4 tacos), election-themed cocktails (one for each candidate), live DJs and by-request hookah will help election results watchers make it through the night without losing their minds. 7 to 11:30 p.m. eventbrite.com. $15.
Dew Drop Inn
Like a lot of other bars, the Dew Drop Inn will have election-themed cocktails -- but where else is offering a free hot dog bar or letting you feed your anxiety with free cheese balls? Keep an eye on the Edgewood bar's social media for more details. 7 p.m. dewdropinndc.com. Free.

The D.C. Young Republicans, who watched presidential debates at Dirty Water on H Street, return to the Boston-themed bar on election night. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


Dirty Water
H Street's Boston-themed sports bar has been a home for D.C. Young Republicans during this election cycle, thanks to spirited open-bar viewing parties with debates on big screens, and the formula continues on election night. "We're rooting for Trump, and we plan on spraying champagne when we win," the bar says, though champagne's not included in the ticket price: $30 gets unlimited Bud Light drafts, Rolling Rock, Busch Light, Shock Top Blueberry Wheat and rail mixed drinks from 6:30 p.m. "until either a national news network or campaign declares a winner." 6:30 p.m. instagram.com/dirtywaterdc1. $30.
Election Watch Party at Madhatter
Determined to close down Dupont Circle on election night? This happy hour go-to is right there with you, offering up discounted food ($10 smash burger and fries) and drink specials ($6 drafts, $24 pitchers of margaritas, $30 bottles of wine) while the nationwide results keep trickling in. 5 p.m. to 2 a.m. madhatterdc.com. Free.
Election Night Watch Party at Immigrant Food
The Ballston branch of this self-described "gastroadvocacy" restaurant is running half-price wine deals throughout Election Day and applying the 50 percent discount to the two dozen reds, whites, roses and sparklers gathered from around the world. Standing happy hour deals ($7 to $13 select appetizers, $10 house cocktails) will also be honored from 3 to 6 p.m. 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. immigrantfood.com. Free.
Lulu's Winegarden
The Tuesday night trivia at Lulu's Winegarden usually covers fluffy topics like "Vanderpump Rules" or "Love Is Blind." This night, though, is much more important. Watch the results come in on the U Street wine bar's TVs while answering questions about politics and previous elections. Discounted sparkling wine, beer and spritzes are available while you play. 7 p.m. luluswinegarden.com. Free.
Profs and Pints: Your Prep for the 2024 Election Results at Penn Social
If you'd prefer to skip the televised talking-heads commentary on the horse race, look instead to Profs and Pints' election night lecture with Georgetown University professor Michael Bailey. The government academic and author of "Polling at a Crossroads: Rethinking Modern Survey Research" will discuss what to really expect from polls, how much faith we should put in them and how to prepare ourselves for a lengthy night (or many nights) waiting for results. Grab a seasonal craft beer, cocktail or wine while you listen. 6 to 8:30 p.m. profsandpints.ticketleap.com. $13.50 in advance; $17 at the door; $15 with a student ID.
Red Derby
"If you're going to watch, it'll feel better to watch together" is the message from the Red Derby, a bar that knows a thing or two about building community. But let's be honest: The real message here is that nothing, not even an election, can stop the Derby's Tendie Tuesday specials. All night long, while you watch results roll in on the Columbia Heights bar's projection screens, the bartenders are serving $3 Tecates, $6.50 Tecate-and-tequila shot combos, $7 margaritas, and $6 baskets of chicken tenders and fries. The all-the-time bartender's pick specials -- a $3.50 "lucky pick" beer and $3.50 house shots -- remain in effect. 5 p.m. redderby.com. Free.
Shaw's Tavern
One of D.C.'s more politically minded bars -- it opens for early-morning congressional hearings as well as debate parties -- is all in on election night. The $99 ticket includes four hours of unlimited drinks, a dinner buffet and passed appetizers. If the election hasn't been called by 11 p.m., the party becomes a cash bar. 7 to 11 p.m. shawstavern.com. $99.
Union Pub
Specials at Union Pub start hours before the polls close, but the Capitol Hill watering hole will be busy throughout the day -- and packed inside and out after work. Expect pun-laden cocktails like Orange Drink ($10) and the Diet-Mountain-Dew-fueled Dirty Walz ($12), as well as food specials including the Kamala Is Brat sausage sandwich ($12) and They're Eating the Dogs, which is literally a dog bowl full of mini corn dogs ($13). Attendees can express their preferences through a trio of blue, red and purple drinks ($10 each after 5 p.m.), and the entire bar receives a free shot when the tally of drinks sold crosses the magic 270. 11 a.m. unionpubdc.com. Free.
Pizza for President Election Night Special at All-Purpose Pizza
Cast your ballot in AP's all-star pie competition by ordering for takeout your favorite of three options: the Standard (tomatoes, mozzarella, oregano and grana padano), the Buona (tomato, mozzarella, pepperoni, grana, Calabrian chile honey and basil) or the Sedgewick (whipped ricotta, mozzarella, taleggio, parmesan, black truffle honey and chives). The "winning" pie is the one with the most orders by the end of the night, and patrons who ordered one receive a drink ticket on their next visit to use on DC Brau and All-Purpose Pils collaborations, house cocktails, or nonalcoholic drinks. Order through the All-Purpose Shaw, All-Purpose Pizzeria or AP Pizza Shop websites for your "vote" to count. 5 to 10 p.m. allpurposedc.com. Pizzas $18-$22.
Election Night Dinner for Two at Centrolina
The upscale CityCenterDC spot is closed for Election Day to give its staff time to get to the polls, but it's still offering an Italian dinner for two for takeout. The ready-to-cook meal includes antipasti options, a lasagna with pumpkin and kale, roasted snapper with cauliflower and shishito peppers, squash pie with raisins and almonds, a half bottle of prosecco, and the sommelier's selection of red or white vino -- plus instructions on how to prepare it all. Preorders end Nov. 2 at 11:59 p.m. Pickup Nov. 4 from 5 to 9 p.m. or Nov. 5 from 9 a.m. to noon. centrolinadc.com. $150.
Election Day Comfort Food Package at Chang Chang
Chef Peter Chang's only D.C. eatery knows comfort food is a balm for election anxiety. That's why its takeout package, which feeds up to four people, offers creative spins on Chinese culinary staples: pan-fried pork dumplings, dry-fried cauliflower, Wagyu beef lo mein and matcha cake. A vegetarian menu (featuring veggie lo mein and kung pao vegetables) is also available. Order via Tock by Nov. 1 at 10 p.m. Pickup Nov. 4 or 5 from 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. or 4 to 9 p.m. changchangdc.com. $120.
Watch party goody bags from Le Diplomate
The French staple's election night offerings include more than just food. Inside a Le Dip-branded tote bag, you'll find an imprinted cheese board -- plus a pack of tissues for tears of joy, fear, despair, relief, etc. It also has party (or stress eating) snacks such as salami soppressata, marinated olives, gougeres and mixed nuts. The goody bag is available the day of the election on DoorDash. 11:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. lediplomatedc.com. $125.
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Interwar Europe was on a hair trigger. So was its art.
The brand-new Frary Gallery's first show, "Art and Graphic Design of the European Avant-Gardes," shows some of the most politically caustic art ever produced.
By Kriston Capps | 2024-10-30

"Art and Graphic Design of the European Avant-Gardes," at the Irene and Richard Frary Gallery, covers the many -isms that spread in Europe's interwar period. (Will Kirk/Johns Hopkins University)


The art featured in the Irene and Richard Frary Gallery's first exhibition -- a survey of explosive graphic media responding to the convulsions of pre-World War II Europe -- is some of the most politically caustic ever produced.
So it was a little surprising that the Oct. 22 inauguration of the gallery, a new art venue at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg Center, felt so flat.
At a panel convened to debate art and democracy, Shakespeare Theater Company dramaturge Drew Lichtenberg spoke about the historical links between democracy and tragedy dating back to the 6th century B.C. Kaywin Feldman and Asma Naeem, respective directors of the National Gallery of Art and Baltimore Museum of Art, traded lines about the role of a museum in shoring up freedom. No one mentioned any politician by name or called out the party putting democracy at risk. The dialogue ended with a planted question from the audience by arts persona and Agora Institute fellow Philippa Pham Hughes, which triggered a flash one-act play onstage: a micro-adaptation of Aeschylus's tale of law and order, "The Oresteia."

Installation view of "Art and Graphic Design of the European Avant-Gardes." (Will Kirk/Johns Hopkins University)


Art and Democracy Day went off with a bang, at least as far as lukewarm panel discussions go. But the event barely registered as a whimper compared with the message of the exhibit, "Art and Graphic Design of the European Avant-Gardes." None of the artists in this continental sampler of futurism, suprematism and other -isms was ever polite, pragmatic or remotely interested in realism -- political or otherwise.
"Art and Graphic Design of the European Avant-Gardes" compiles works on paper by the likes of Kurt Schwitters, El Lissitzky and Kazimir Malevich -- all of them combustible artists working at the front lines of creative revolutions across Europe. Pamphlets, prints and other graphic materials (some of them reproductions) tell the story of a continent reeling from industrial-scale war yet stimulated by the creative potential of destruction. In a swell of radical dissatisfaction, artists from across the continent rose up to reject the orthodoxies of tradition. Their experiments in form refused to abide by so much as the rules of grammar.

Installation view of "Art and Graphic Design of the European Avant-Gardes." (Will Kirk/Johns Hopkins University)


Filippo Tommaso Marinetti's "Zang Tumb Tumb" (1914) might be the starting point in this exhibition -- although it's hardly futurist to think in such fixed terms of time and place. A string of words arranged haphazardly on a page, the piece is a sound poem, the artist's singsong response to the Siege of Adrianople during the First Balkan War in 1912. Nonsensical words aligned in an arc evoke the sound and trajectory of the falling bombs that Marinetti witnessed as a wartime reporter in what is present-day Turkey. With his concrete poetry, the author of the Futurist Manifesto sought to disrupt every hierarchy associated with printed media.
The exhibition groups together artists from different European locations who advanced similar ideas such as Dada or surrealism, although these categories were always porous. A 1924 ink drawing by Victor Brauner for Punct, a journal that he edited in Bucharest, shows how Romania translated the constructivist ideas coming out of Moscow; Brauner's drawing has a lot more bounce than anything by Lissitzky. The show shines a light on many lesser-known artists working outside the major capitals and flicks at how ideas crossed borders. "Caucasus Spectacle," a 1924 play by Armenian poet Yeghishe Charents, features a handsome constructivist cover by Karo Halabyan, an Armenian artist and architect who studied at VKhUTEMAS, a Soviet school of design in Moscow.

Lajos Kassak, (Hungarian, 1887-1967), "Bildarchitektur (Picture Architecture)," 1925. Multicolor gouache on paper. (Bruce Schwarz/Collection of Irene and Richard Frary)



Lajos Kassak, (Hungarian, 1887-1967), "Untitled," 1921. Woodcut. (Bruce Schwarz/Collection of Irene and Richard Frary)


There are only a handful of pure artworks in the exhibit: that is, artifacts that aren't linked to journals or other propaganda. These include a 1922 gouache painting by Jos Leonard, a Belgian artist associated with the de Stijl movement. A painting by Aleksandr Rodchenko served as the source for a gorgeous lithograph printed by students of the Bauhaus in 1924 as part of a portfolio of 40 modernist prints on color (organized by Adolf Behne). The most curious object on view is a 1920s sculpture by Dutch artist Louise (Lou) Loeber -- or, rather, a painting that takes the form of a rectangular prism, like a brick of brightly colored shipping containers.
Curated by rare-books scholar Philipp Penka, "Art and Graphic Design of the European Avant-Gardes" looks at the fertile cross-pollination of concepts by this diffuse group of interwar designers, writers, artists and editors. What the exhibit lacks is a working theory for how all the pieces fit together. There are so many ways to connect the lines of discourse that the show might benefit from a map. Were the experiments associated with Dada or suprematism primarily linked by form or geography? At a certain distance, the ideas coming from the European left all blend together, like one language with many dialects -- although that isn't an explicit argument on view.

Karel Teige (Czech, 1900-1951), "Untitled," 1941. Photo collage. (Bruce Schwarz/Collection of Irene and Richard Frary)



Jindrich Styrsky, (Czech, 1899-1942), "Untitled," 1932. Photo collage. (Bruce Schwarz/Collection of Irene and Richard Frary)


One thing is certain: The artists of Europe's avant-gardes weren't advancing democracy or anything like it. Ideologues such as Marinetti promoted a totalitarian project at the horseshoe where communism and fascism meet. It's easy to mistake the corrosive nature of these ideas a century later. Especially in such a rarefied presentation: "Zang Tumb Tumb" and the more than 75 other works on view hail from the collection of Irene and Richard Frary, the founder of the real estate investment firm Tallwood Associates and the gallery's namesake. For so many revolutionary spirits to be bound together by corporate philanthropy could be a detail out of Nikolai Gogol's sardonic novel "Dead Souls."

Two-page spread by designer Henryk Berlewi (Polish, 1894-1967), "Prospekt Biura Reklama Mechano [promotional leaflet for the Mechano advertising agency]," 1924. Original pictorial wrappers. (Bruce Schwarz)


To their credit, the Frarys' zealous collecting has made it possible to study this turbulent chapter of design history. Under director Caitlin Berry, who previously oversaw D.C.'s Rubell Museum, the Frary Gallery promises exhibitions that further explore the links between art and democracy, drawing works from the Frary collection as well as by artists in D.C. and Baltimore (and beyond). Its position kitty-corner to the Capitol makes it more prominent than any other academic gallery in town.
Yet the inauguration of the Frary Gallery reveals that the intersection of art and democracy is a blind spot. The blinkered panel dialogue showcased how hard it is for our leading institutions to identify and condemn the threat of extremist politics today by name. The Hungarian artist Laszlo Moholy-Nagy, whose work appears on view, described his own time as "an epoch which creates simultaneously the fury of despair and the flaming pillar of positive fight." A gallery full of dynamite should cause a lot more alarm.
Irene and Richard Frary Gallery, Hopkins Bloomberg Center, 555 Pennsylvania Ave. NW. washingtondc.jhu.edu/arts-culture/irene-and-richard-frary-gallery.
Dates: Through Feb. 21.
Prices: Free.
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The Met's magical show of Sienese painting is the must-see of the season
In "Siena: The Rise of Painting 1300-1350," time paradoxically stands still and rushes forward.
By Philip Kennicott | 2024-10-30

Pietro Lorenzetti, Italian, active Siena 1320-1344, Tarlati altarpiece, also known as the Pieve altarpiece, circa 1320. Tempera and gold on panel. (Angelo Latronico and Foto Studio Lensini Siena/Santa Maria della Pieve, Arezzo)


Despite a healthy and engaged crowd, there was a definite hush among visitors to the Metropolitan Museum of Art's magical exhibition "Siena: The Rise of Painting, 1300-1350" last week. They gathered mostly in silence, politely thronging delicate ivories and gold-ground paintings that seemed to glow from within in the darkened galleries. The work on view is extraordinarily rare, and the curators have accomplished astonishing feats of logistics and scholarship, in several cases reuniting fragments of legendary larger works that haven't been seen together in decades or centuries.
But there is also something awe-inspiring about the tiny but enormously consequential slice of history on view, which creates a paradox: Through a series of seemingly small, perhaps infinitesimal changes, the history of art, creativity and consciousness appears to be racing forward.
The exhibition focuses largely on the work of four artists who were working in parallel to artists in Florence, some 50 miles away, to remake painting at the beginning of the 14th century. First among them was Duccio, the Sienese artist who painted the great Maesta, an image of the Virgin Mary enthroned in glory, surrounded by saints and interwoven with complex narratives that recount both her life and that of her son Jesus. It was the largest altarpiece in Europe at the time, and a work that set the course of painting in Siena on intellectually vigorous new paths.

Duccio di Buoninsegna (Italian, active by 1278-died 1318), "Madonna and Child," also known as the Stoclet Madonna, circa 1290-1300. Tempera and gold on wood. (Metropolitan Museum of Art)



Simone Martini, Italian, Siena, (active by 1315-died 1344), "Christ Discovered in the Temple," 1342. Tempera and gold leaf on panel. (Walker Art Gallery/National Museums Liverpool)


Duccio may have taught Simone Martini, the greatest Sienese artist after Duccio, and he certainly influenced the brothers Pietro and Ambrogio Lorenzetti, both highly inventive and idiosyncratic creators. The exhibition begins with Duccio's small rendering of the Virgin and Child known as the Stoclet Madonna, probably made sometime in the 1290s, and it ends with a work made about a half-century later, a 1342 panel by Simone, "Christ Discovered in the Temple." Simone's panel was painted in Avignon, where he moved in 1335 to serve the papal court.
The distance between the Stoclet Madonna and Simone's image of a petulant, teenage Christ, glared at by his angry father and mildly reproved by his gentle mother, is both astonishing and subtle. The figures in both works are painted against the traditional gold ground, and the Virgin in both wears the usual blue gown and her nose adheres to the perfect geometry of Byzantine icons.
And neither work lacks emotional intensity. In Duccio's painting, the Christ child tenderly touches his mother's face, perhaps to wipe away a tear, perhaps just to express affection. Simone's rendering of the holy family is one of the most endearingly familial depictions in all of art history. Joseph is furious, Mary is gentle, Christ is shockingly ill-tempered. But one small detail also sets this work apart from Duccio's Madonna, and the whole of painting that preceded Duccio. Christ's crossed-arm pose, the marker of his emotion, is an inventive detail that both frees the work from centuries of tradition and reinscribes it as a more deeply human and humanist reinvention of that tradition.
The standard account of Sienese art is told in parallel to the longer, larger arc of painting in Florence: Siena, particularly devoted to the cult of Mary, and connected to Northern Europe by a prominent pilgrimage route, pursues a more traditional, refined and sophisticated fusion of Gothic and Byzantine elements, while artists in Florence, beginning especially with Giotto, explore a radical new conception of painterly space, freeing their figures from the hieratic, two-dimensional world of Byzantine art to become dynamic actors in a fully three-dimensional world.
The curators of the Met exhibition -- Stephan Wolohojian from the Met, Laura Llewellyn from the National Gallery in London and Caroline Campbell, director of the National Gallery of Ireland, in collaboration with Joanna Cannon from the Courtauld Institute of Art -- don't argue with that account. But they mostly set it to the side, to focus more intently on Siena without invidious and unnecessary comparison with Florence. That lets the smaller and more subtle details speak with greater clarity.

Ambrogio Lorenzetti, Italian, active 1319-1347, "The Crucifixion," circa 1345. Tempera and gold leaf on panel. (Harvard Art Museums/President and Fellows of Harvard College)


Among them: the apparently lifeless figure of Mary at the lower left of a Crucifixion panel by Ambrogio Lorenzetti, painted around 1345. She has fainted or expired from grief and lies in the foreground of a busy scene, full of horses and soldiers, and banners streaming in the air, marked with the initials SPQR -- a knowing detail by a supposedly scholarly artist, reminding the viewer of the old Roman phrase "the Senate and People of Rome." Mary's grief is foregrounded both visually and symbolically, and accentuated by her complete physical collapse. But this is also a transformative grief, taking her out of the picture, making her seem disembodied and spiritually apart from the vain tumult of suffering and death.
The highlights of the exhibition include a partial reunification of panels from Duccio's great Maesta. The original altarpiece was an architectural structure, some 16 by 15 feet, painted on both sides and topped with a bristling skyline of finials. Eight of the nine painted panels on the back predella, or base of the structure, have been reunited for the first time in centuries; much of the original Maesta is still in Siena, but parts of it have been dispersed to 10 different collections in five different countries. These panels give an account of key episodes in the life of Christ, and include the National Gallery of Art's "Calling of the Apostles Peter and Andrew" as well as works from the Frick Collection, the Museo Nacional Thyssen-Bornemisza in Madrid, the National Gallery in London and the Kimbell Art Museum in Fort Worth.

Ambrogio Lorenzetti, Italian, active 1319-1347, "Stories from the Life of Saint Nicholas," circa 1332-1334. Tempera and gold leaf on panel. (Galleria degli Uffizi, Florence/Gabinetto Fotografico delle Gallerie degli Uffizi)



Ambrogio Lorenzetti, Italian, active 1319-1347, "Stories From the Life of Saint Nicholas," circa 1332-1334. Tempera and gold leaf on panel. (Galleria degli Uffizi, Florence/Gabinetto Fotografico delle Gallerie degli Uffizi)


Pietro Lorenzetti's multi-paneled Pieve altarpiece, borrowed from the Church of Santa Maria in Arezzo, measures a mere 9 by 10 feet, and is painted on just one side. But its inclusion, including the display of its wooden structure from behind, gives a partial sense of the impact of works like Duccio's Maesta. A cycle of four panels painted in about 1332 to 1334, "Stories From the Life of Saint Nicholas" by Ambrogio Lorenzetti shows the thrilling development of narrative invention in the space of just 30 years. The architecture is more complex visually and chronologically, with multiple scenes playing out in different parts of each panel, suggesting both the simultaneity and succession of events.
Sculpture, including four very touching saints by Gano di Fazio (smartly displayed about five feet off the ground), metalwork, carved ivory and a few very well preserved enamel images are also on view, along with fabrics that demonstrate Siena's power as a trading partner and the larger influence of design and geometry from the Islamic world, as close as Spain and as far away as Central Asia.
With about 100 works on view, this is an ample but not overwhelming survey of Sienese art during a brief window of time, when the city was prosperous and relatively well governed, and before the bubonic plague wiped out many of its citizens, including both of the Lorenzetti brothers in 1348. It is a limited view, because many of the greatest don't travel, including sculptures and paintings that decorate Siena's cathedral and frescoes in its grand Palazzo Pubblico. Yet if you've been to Siena, this show helps make sense of its artistic history in a way that is compact, intelligible and deeply moving, connecting the city not just to its more glorious Tuscan rival, Florence, but also to France, Northern Europe and the eastern tradition of Byzantine art.
The silence in the galleries is a rare gift, a marker of awe in an age that is mostly immune to concentrated emotion and focused attention. It offers a fragile connection to a world remote in time and place, but not human feeling.
Siena: The Rise of Painting, 1300-1350 Through Jan. 26 at the Metropolitan Museum of Art. www.metmuseum.org
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Washington Post paperback bestsellers
A snapshot of popular books.
By Becky Meloan | 2024-10-30
1 DEMON COPPERHEAD (Harper Perennial, $21.99). By Barbara Kingsolver. In this Pulitzer Prize-winning novel, a boy born in a trailer in Appalachia faces the challenges of childhood poverty with resilience.
2 FOURTH WING (Red Tower, $20.99). By Rebecca Yarros. A young woman competes to secure a spot at an elite war college for dragon riders.
3 NORTH WOODS (Random House, $18). By Daniel Mason. Over the centuries, a New England farmhouse is a home that interconnects people, plants and animals.
4 THE PUMPKIN SPICE CAFE (One More Chapter, $18.99). By Laurie Gilmore. When an upbeat woman moves to small-town Dream Harbor, she catches the eye of an attractive but grumpy farmer.
5 THE BEST AMERICAN SHORT STORIES 2024 (Mariner, $19.99). By Lauren Groff, Heidi Pitlor (Eds.). A collection of short stories that includes work by Laurie Colwin, Daniel Mason and Paul Yoon.
6 THE VEGETARIAN (Hogarth, $17). By Han Kang. A woman asserts her independence by refusing to eat meat in this novel by the winner of the 2024 Nobel Prize for literature.
7 A COURT OF THORNS AND ROSES (Bloomsbury, $19). By Sarah J. Maas. A threat is growing over a magical land where a huntress is being held captive.
8 THE BOYFRIEND (Poisoned Pen, $17.99). By Freida McFadden. A New York woman finally finds the perfect man but begins to suspect he may be a serial killer.
9 TOMORROW, AND TOMORROW, AND TOMORROW (Vintage, $19). By Gabrielle Zevin. Two friends run a successful video design company while testing the boundaries of their relationship.
10 THE HOUSEMAID (Grand Central, $12.99). By Freida McFadden. A woman with a troubled past is grateful for employment as a housemaid until things take a sinister turn.
1 THE BACKYARD BIRD CHRONICLES (Knopf, $35). By Amy Tan. The best-selling novelist's essays and sketches document the birds inhabiting the land around her home.
2 THE ART THIEF (Vintage, $18). By Michael Finkel. Over three hundred art objects were stolen by one man who kept them in a secret room.
3 BRAIDING SWEETGRASS (Milkweed, $20). By Robin Wall Kimmerer. Essays by an Indigenous scientist offer lessons in reciprocal awareness between people and plants.
4 ALL ABOUT LOVE (Morrow, $16.99). By bell hooks. The first volume in the iconic feminist's Love Song to the Nation trilogy considers compassion as a form of love.
5 THE HUNDRED YEARS' WAR ON PALESTINE (Metropolitan, $19.99). By Rashid Khalidi. A historian of the Middle East traces events from 1917 to 2017 to argue that the conflict between Israel and Gaza is a war of colonial conquest.
6 THE BODY KEEPS THE SCORE (Penguin, $19). By Bessel van der Kolk. A scientific look at how trauma can reshape a person's body and brain.
7 DEMOCRACY AWAKENING (Penguin, $18). By Heather Cox Richardson. The author of the popular newsletter "Letters From an American" warns that America is trending toward autocracy.
8 THE TRUTHS WE HOLD (Penguin, $20). By Kamala Harris. The vice president describes her upbringing and career in public service.
9 THE 2025 OLD FARMER'S ALMANAC (Old Farmer's Almanac, $10.95). The classic reference guide forecasts culture, weather and trends.
10 THE BEST AMERICAN ESSAYS 2024 (Mariner, $18.99). By Wesley Morris, Kim Dana Kupperman (Eds.). A collection of essays selected by Pulitzer Prize-winning critic Wesley Morris.
Rankings reflect sales for the week ended Oct. 27. The charts may not be reproduced without permission from the American Booksellers Association, the trade association for independent bookstores in the United States, and indiebound.org. Copyright 2024 American Booksellers Association. (The bestseller lists alternate between hardcover and paperback each week.)
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Commanders rookies are coming through. And not just Jayden Daniels.
General Manager Adam Peters's first class has been a big hit, with second-rounders Johnny Newton and Mike Sainristil bolstering the defense.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2024-10-31

Rookie defensive tackle Johnny Newton is beginning to emerge on the Commanders' defense after being slowed by a foot injury early in the season. (Nick Wass/AP)


It wasn't until Monday morning that Johnny Newton learned his first NFL sack never actually happened -- not according to the league's initial recording of the play, at least.
On the second defensive snap of the Washington Commanders' win Sunday, Newton dipped under Chicago Bears left guard Teven Jenkins on a screen to bring down quarterback Caleb Williams just as he pulled back to throw.
The stat sheet after the game called it a tackle for a loss of six yards. It wasn't until the Commanders submitted the play to the NFL for review that it was changed to a sack.
"You want that first sack -- just like if you're a [defensive back], you want that first interception or a quarterback, you want that first touchdown," said Newton, who learned he was awarded the sack after practice Wednesday when Coach Dan Quinn announced it to the team. "It's just a big stress reliever, and once you get it out of the way, you can start rolling."
The confidence boost was obvious for Newton; he also recovered his first fumble in the fourth quarter and finished with four quarterback hits.
"You guys have heard me say this is coming, and I felt that for him," Quinn said Monday of Newton's performance. "So it was good to see the pressure that he was able to generate from the inside, both over the guard and over the center. ... He's the one that really jumped out to me that it was really cool to see."
Newton is obviously not the first Washington rookie to deliver in a big way this season -- quarterback Jayden Daniels has been the league's breakout star.
And beyond that, the Commanders have received plenty of contributions from their nine drafted rookies. The class has produced three regular starters and two others who have started multiple games.
Newton has stepped into a bigger role on the line since Jonathan Allen suffered a season-ending pectoral muscle injury during the Week 6 loss to the Baltimore Ravens.
Mike Sainristil opened the season as the unofficial starter at slot cornerback and has since shifted to a true starting role outside. Brandon Coleman, who is returning from a concussion, has rotated with Cornelius Lucas at left tackle. Luke McCaffrey has played the second-most snaps among Washington's wide receivers, and tight end Ben Sinnott notched his first touchdown in the win over the Carolina Panthers. It happened on a play called "Taylor Swift."
"You can't really beat that to start your NFL scoring career," offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury said last week.
General Manager Adam Peters said from the outset that he would build the team through the draft, which is partly why he signed many veterans to short-term deals. The older guys could show the younger guys the way.
But intention, especially in Washington, hasn't always produced results. Attempts to rebuild the franchise in recent years failed -- five of the team's past eight first-round draft selections have been traded or released -- putting a greater onus on Peters and Quinn to nail April's draft.
Washington's rookie class shares a playing style and approach that Peters and Quinn sought from the start. They wanted defenders who attacked and played with physicality that, for some, belied their size. They wanted sound tacklers, instinctive cornerbacks and explosive defensive linemen. On offense, they wanted wide receivers and tight ends who played hard even without the ball and linemen who had athleticism and intelligence.
Newton and Sainristil were among the players Quinn and Peters coveted most.
The team traded up to get Newton early in the second round (36th overall), then waited nervously to see whether Sainristil would still be available at No. 50 after they moved back 10 spots.
"He might be smaller, but he is as physical as they come," Peters said of the 5-foot-9, 182-pound Sainristil during the draft. "He'll bring it every time. He's tough. He's extremely smart. ... He takes the ball away."

Mike Sainristil tries to tackle Ravens receiver Zay Flowers on Oct. 13. (Patrick Smith/Getty Images)


Sainristil has proved valuable because of his instincts and intelligence. After injuries and performance issues for other players, the Commanders moved the former Michigan standout to the outside in Week 3. It was a significant risk given his proven ability inside -- a position not every defensive back can play well -- and because of his smaller frame. Quinn has typically preferred taller cornerbacks, but Sainristil has made up for his stature.
"I played a little bit of both in college, but the thing that's really made it smooth is the way the coaches have simplified the game for me," he said. "They do a great job of teaching me not just the playbook but what I'm looking at when I'm on the field, what formations I'm getting, what type of concepts I can expect out of certain formations."
Through film study and daily meetings, Washington's coaches have helped Sainristil understand his opponents and their tendencies. Sainristil's background as a wide receiver gives him a more complete knowledge of what he's looking at and what to expect.
All of it helped him know where to be to pick off the Ravens' Lamar Jackson in Week 6 and give the Commanders their first interception of the season.
"Moving Mike outside was a big deal for us," Quinn said Wednesday. "Most of his experience had come inside in the slot. ... I loved the tackling that I've seen -- I saw that again on Sunday. I love the competitive nature that he brings to the group. But moving him outside was one that we wrestled with. Is this something that we can do? It turns out for us it was the best move for us to do."
Newton said the game has slowed down for him. That's a product of reps and time -- and learning from the veterans around him. A foot injury delayed his start to the season, but he finally started to feel comfortable over the past few weeks.
Then Sunday happened.
"I felt like I was in college again, just in the sense of me having a dominant game," said Newton, who played at Illinois. "I haven't had that feeling since I was in college. My confidence was through the roof on Sunday."
Newton has what Quinn has tried to instill in all of his players: an "aggressive mindset." That he and the other rookies have translated it to the field this quickly has been huge for Washington.
"They were really ready for the challenge, and I think some of that comes with their maturity," Quinn said. "... The older guys have a lot of respect and regard for them because of the way they compete and they can be counted on. The older players, that's what you want to see in a young guy. Can this guy help us? Will he be the same? Will he deliver? When they're able to do that, that's a big deal."

Johnny Newton gets his first career sack Sunday against Caleb Williams. (Peter Casey/USA TODAY Sports via Reuters Con)
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‘The primary candidates for the 2024 U.S. presidential election on the San Francisco ballot include:

Democratic Party

« Joe Biden (Incumbent President): Running for re-election with Kamala Harris as his Vice
President.

« Dean Phillips: Minnesota Congressman, recently joined the race to challenge Biden within the
Democratic Party.

Republican Party
« Donald Trump: Former President aiming for a second term.

+ Nikki Haley: Former Governor of South Carolina and U.N. Ambassador, emphasizing national
security and economic growth

« Vivek Ramaswamy: Entrepreneur with a platform on economic reform and a scaled-back
federal government.

« Ron DeSantis and Mike Pence were previous contenders but have since exited the race.

Independent

« Robert F. Kennedy Jr.: Environmental lawyer and activist, iitially running as a Democrat but
now pursuing an independent campaign.
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