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Biden gets blamed by Harris allies for the vice president's resounding loss to Trump

            
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    U.S. President Joe Biden delivers an address to the nation from the Rose Garden a day after Donald Trump was elected the 47th president of the United States.


                
                
            

        
    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            AAMER MADHANI

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
    
    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- Joe Biden's name wasn't on the ballot, but history will likely remember Kamala Harris' resounding defeat as his loss too.
As Democrats pick up the pieces after President-elect Donald Trump's decisive victory, some of the vice president's backers are expressing frustration that Biden's decision to seek reelection until this summer -- despite long-standing voter concerns about his age and unease about post-pandemic inflation as well as the U.S.-Mexico border -- all but sealed his party's surrender of the White House.
"The biggest onus of this loss is on President Biden," said Andrew Yang, who ran against Biden in 2020 for the Democratic nomination and endorsed Harris' unsuccessful run. "If he had stepped down in January instead of July, we may be in a very different place."
Biden will leave office after leading the United States out of the worst pandemic in a century, galvanizing international support for Ukraine after Russia's invasion and passing a $1 trillion infrastructure bill that will affect communities for years to come.

    


But having run four years ago against Trump to "restore the soul of the country," Biden will make way after just one term for his immediate predecessor, who overcame two impeachments, a felony conviction and an insurrection launched by his supporters. Trump has pledged to radically reshape the federal government and roll back many of Biden's priorities.




"Maybe in 20 or 30 years, history will remember Biden for some of these achievements," said Thom Reilly, co-director of the Center for an Independent and Sustainable Democracy at Arizona State University. "But in the shorter term, I don't know he escapes the legacy of being the president who beat Donald Trump only to usher in another Donald Trump administration four years later."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Biden on Thursday avoided directly addressing the electorate's seeming repudiation of his presidency. Instead, he noted that Americans will feel the effects of the administration's signature legislative efforts for years to come.

    


"Don't forget all that we accomplished," Biden said in a brief Rose Garden address attended by Cabinet members and top aides but not by Harris. "It's been a historic presidency -- not because I am president but because of what we've done. What you've done."
He issued a statement shortly after Harris delivered her concession speech Wednesday, praising her for running an "historic campaign" under "extraordinary circumstances."
Biden aides believe Democrats got caught up in a wave of anti-incumbency in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic that upturned governments in democracies around the globe irrespective of ideology. Biden tried for years to counteract the trend before stepping aside to give Harris a chance, but in hindsight they view the headwinds facing the party in power as having been insurmountable.
Only about 4 in 10 voters in the 2024 presidential election approved of how Biden handled his job as president, according to AP VoteCast, a survey of more than 120,000 voters nationwide. Roughly 6 in 10 disapproved, and Donald Trump won a strong majority of those voters who were dissatisfied with Biden.

    


Some high-ranking Democrats, including three advisers to the Harris campaign, expressed deep frustration with Biden for failing to recognize earlier in the election cycle that he was not up to the challenge. The advisers spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to comment publicly.

    
    What to know about the 2024 election:

	The latest: Kamala Harris urged supporters to accept her election loss in her concession speech Wednesday, encouraging a focus on the future.
	Balance of power: Republicans won control of the U.S. Senate, giving the GOP a major power center in Washington. Control over the House of Representatives is still up for grabs.
	AP VoteCast: Anxiety over the economy and a desire for change returned Trump to the White House. AP journalists break down the voter data.
	Voto a voto: Sigue la cobertura de AP en espanol de las elecciones en EEUU.

News outlets globally count on the AP for accurate U.S. election results. Since 1848, the AP has been calling races up and down the ballot. Support us. Donate to the AP.



    


Biden, 81, ended his reelection campaign in July, weeks after an abysmal debate performance sent his party into a spiral and raised questions about whether he still had the mental acuity and stamina to serve as a credible nominee.
But polling long beforehand showed that many Americans worried about his age. Some 77% of Americans said in August 2023 that Biden was too old to be effective for four more years, according to a poll by the AP-NORC Center for Public Affairs.
The president bowed out on July 21 after getting not-so-subtle nudges from Democratic Party powers, including former President Barack Obama and former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi of California. Biden endorsed Harris and handed over his campaign operation to her.

    


Yang argued that Democratic Party leaders also deserve blame for taking too long to push out Biden. With few exceptions, most notably Minnesota Rep. Dean Phillips, Democrats shied away talking publicly about Biden's age.
"Why was this not coming from any Democratic leaders?" Yang said. "It's a lack of courage and independence and an excess of careerism, if I just keep my mouth shut, we'll just keep on trucking along."
The campaign was also saddled by anger among some Arab American and young voters over its approach to Israel's conflicts in Gaza and Lebanon. Sen. Bernie Sanders, an ally of Biden and Harris, said in a statement that Democrats lost the thread on working-class Americans' concerns.

    


"Will the big money interests and well-paid consultants who control the Democratic Party learn any real lessons from this disastrous campaign?" the Vermont independent said. "Will they understand the pain and political alienation that tens of millions of Americans are experiencing?"
Democratic National Committee Chair Jaime Harrison took to social media Thursday to push back on Sanders' critique, saying that Biden was "the most-pro worker President of my lifetime."
Harris managed to spur far greater enthusiasm than Biden was generating from the party's base. But she struggled to distinguish how her administration would differ from Biden's.
Appearing on ABC's "The View" in September, Harris was not able to identify a decision where she would have separated herself from Biden. "There is not a thing that comes to mind," Harris said, giving the Trump campaign a sound bite it replayed through Election Day. 
The strategists advising the Harris campaign said the compressed campaign timetable made it even more difficult for Harris to differentiate herself from the president.
Had Biden stepped aside early in the year, they said, it would have given Democrats enough time to hold a primary. Going through the paces of an intraparty contest would have forced Harris or another eventual nominee to more aggressively stake out differences with Biden.
The strategists acknowledged that overcoming broad dissatisfaction about rising costs in the aftermath of the pandemic and broad concerns about the U.S. immigration system weighed heavy on the minds of voters in key states.
Still, they said that Biden had left Democrats in an untenable place.
Harris senior adviser David Plouffe in a posting on X called it a "devastating loss." Plouffe did not assign blame and said the Harris campaign "dug out of a deep hole but not enough." The post was later deleted.
At the vice president's concession speech on Wednesday, some Harris supporters said they wished the vice president had had more time to make her pitch to American voters.
"I think that would have made a huge difference," said Jerushatalla Pallay, a Howard University student who attended the speech at the center of her campus.
Republicans are poised to control the White House and Senate. Control of the House has yet to be determined.
Matt Bennett, executive vice president at the Democratic-aligned group Third Way, said this moment was the most devastating the party has faced in his lifetime. 

"Harris was dealt a really bad hand. Some of it was Biden's making and some maybe not," said Bennett, who served as an aide to Vice President Al Gore during the Clinton administration. "Would Democrats fare better if Biden had stepped back earlier? I don't know if we can say for certain, but it's a question we'll be asking ourselves for some time."
___
Associated Press writers Matt Brown, Chris Megerian, Zeke Miller and Linley Sanders contributed to this report.
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California governor calls special session to protect liberal policies from Trump presidency
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            FILE - President Donald Trump talks with then California Gov.-elect Gavin Newsom, left, during a visit to a neighborhood impacted by the wildfires in Paradise, Calif., Nov. 17, 2018. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            FILE - California Attorney General Rob Bonta speaks during a press conference Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024, in San Francisco. (AP Photo/Minh Connors, File)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) -- California's Democratic Gov. Gavin Newsom, a fierce critic of former President Donald Trump, on Thursday called for lawmakers to convene a special session later this year to safeguard the state's progressive policies on climate change, reproductive rights and immigration ahead of another Trump presidency. 
The move -- a day after the former president resoundingly defeated Vice President Kamala Harris in the presidential race -- effectively reignited California's resistance campaign against conservative policies that state Democratic leaders started during the first Trump administration.
"The freedoms we hold dear in California are under attack -- and we won't sit idle," Newsom, who reportedly has ambitions on the national stage, said in a statement. "California has faced this challenge before, and we know how to respond. We are prepared to fight in the courts, and we will do everything necessary to ensure Californians have the support and resources they need to thrive."

    


Newsom's office told The Associated Press that the governor and lawmakers are ready to "Trump-proof" California's state laws. His announcement Thursday called on the Legislature to give the attorney general's office more funding to fight federal challenges when they meet in December. 




California's move is part of a growing discussion among Democratic state officials across the country seeking to protect policies that face threats under Trump's leadership. Other blue states are also moving quickly to prepare game plans and expect a fiercer battle this time around with a Republican-dominated Senate and possibly House. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In New York, Gov. Kathy Hochul and Attorney General Letitia James said senior staffers plan to meet regularly to coordinate legal strategies.
"Our team will do whatever we have to do to identify any possible threats to these rights that we hold dear in the State of New York and protect New Yorkers," Hochul said at a news conference Wednesday.

    


Hochul said she has created a task force focused on developing policy responses to "key areas that are most likely to face threats from the Trump administration" such as "reproductive rights, civil rights, immigration, gun safety, labor rights, LGBTQ rights and our environmental justice."
Massachusetts Gov. Maura Healey, who as state attorney general filed dozens of lawsuits against Trump during his first term, said they will "have to see if he makes good on what he promised and ran on in terms of Project 2025 or other things."
Attorney General Andrea Campbell said she and other attorneys general are "absolutely cleareyed that president-elect Trump has told us exactly what he intends to do as president."
In Chicago, Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker said he's working with other governors to find ways to bolster reproductive rights, among other things. 
"Chaos, retribution and disarray radiated from the White House the last time Donald Trump occupied it," Pritzker said at a Thursday news conference. "Perhaps this time may be different. But if it isn't, Illinois will remain a place of stability and competent governance."

    


After Trump's win, Newsom vowed to work with the president-elect but added, "Let there be no mistake, we intend to stand with states across our nation to defend our Constitution and uphold the rule of law."

    
    What to know about the 2024 election:

	The latest: Kamala Harris urged supporters to accept her election loss in her concession speech Wednesday, encouraging a focus on the future.
	Balance of power: Republicans won control of the U.S. Senate, giving the GOP a major power center in Washington. Control over the House of Representatives is still up for grabs.
	AP VoteCast: Anxiety over the economy and a desire for change returned Trump to the White House. AP journalists break down the voter data.
	Voto a voto: Sigue la cobertura de AP en espanol de las elecciones en EEUU.

News outlets globally count on the AP for accurate U.S. election results. Since 1848, the AP has been calling races up and down the ballot. Support us. Donate to the AP.



    


California was home to the so-called Trump resistance during his time in office, and Trump often depicts California as representing all he sees wrong in America. 
Trump called the Democratic governor "New-scum" during a campaign stop in Southern California last month and has relentlessly lambasted the Democratic stronghold and nation's most populous state over its large number of immigrants in the U.S. illegally, its homeless population and its thicket of regulations. 
Trump also waded into a water rights battle over the endangered delta smelt that has pitted environmentalists against farmers and threatened to withhold federal aid to a state increasingly under threat from wildfires. 
In a speech Wednesday morning, Trump vowed to follow through with his campaign promise of carrying out the mass deportation of immigrants without legal status and prosecuting his political enemies.

    


Democrats, which hold every statewide office in California and have commanding margins in the Legislature and congressional delegation, outnumber registered Republicans by nearly 2-to-1 statewide and Harris easily carried the state in her losing presidential bid.
Newsom and Democratic lawmakers said they are acting now to shield the state's policies that have made it a leader in the nation.
"We learned a lot about former President Trump in his first term -- he's petty, vindictive, and will do what it takes to get his way no matter how dangerous the policy may be," state Senate President Pro Tempore Mike McGuire said in a statement. "California has come too far and accomplished too much to simply surrender and accept his dystopian vision for America."

    


Newsom has called California a sanctuary for people in other states seeking abortions. The state has passed dozens of laws to protect abortion access, including setting aside $20 million in taxpayer money to help pay for patients in other states to travel to California to get an abortion. Newsom also leads a coalition of 20 Democratic governors launched in 2023 to strengthen abortion access. 
The state was also the first to mandate that all new cars, pickup trucks and SUVs sold in California be electric, hydrogen-powered or plug-in hybrids by 2035 and give state regulators the power to penalize oil companies for making too much money. California also extends state-funded health care to all low-income residents regardless of their immigration status. 
State Attorney General Rob Bonta said his office spent the past year reviewing more than 120 lawsuits the state filed during Trump's first term in preparation of new federal actions. 
With Trump's White House win and California's assumed role in leading the renewed resistance movement, Newsom also is bound to be elevated onto the short list of any presidential consideration for 2028, Sonoma State University political science professor David McCuan said.

The governor, who won't be eligible to run for governor again when his term ends in January 2027, will have the next two years to prove himself as an effective GOP antidote while maintaining a working relationship with the president-elect.
"He wants to be seen as a political revivalist, and so that puts him front and center," McCuan said. 
___
Associated Press writers Anthony Izaguirre in Albany, New York, Steve LeBlanc in Boston and Sophia Tareen in Chicago contributed to the report.
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            FILE -- A group of protesters burn pictures of then-U.S. President Donald Trump, top, and then-President-elect Joe Biden in a gathering in front of Iranian Foreign Ministry on Saturday, Nov. 28, 2020, in Tehran, Iran. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi, File)
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            People cross an intersection in northern Tehran, Iran, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            People drink tea in the alfresco dining area of a cafe in northern Tehran, Iran, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            A man drinks tea in the alfresco dining area of a cafe in northern Tehran, Iran, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            People walk on a sidewalk in northern Tehran, Iran, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            FILE -- A group of protesters burn pictures of then-U.S. President Donald Trump, top, and then-President-elect Joe Biden in a gathering in front of Iranian Foreign Ministry on Saturday, Nov. 28, 2020, in Tehran, Iran. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi, File)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump arrives at an election night watch party at the Palm Beach Convention Center, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            People cross an intersection in northern Tehran, Iran, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            A man drinks tea in the alfresco dining area of a cafe in northern Tehran, Iran, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            People walk on a sidewalk in northern Tehran, Iran, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


TEHRAN, Iran (AP) -- Iranians, like many around the world, are divided on what Donald Trump's next presidency will bring: Some foresee an all-out war between Tehran and Washington, particularly as other conflicts rage in the region. Others hold out hope that America's 47th president might engage in unexpected diplomacy as he did with North Korea.
But nearly all believe something will change in the U.S.-Iran relationship. 
"Trump will use tougher levers against Iran," warned Ahmad Zeidabadi, a political analyst. "Iranian officials will keep rejecting him and that could make him escalate his pressure."
And while Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who has final say on all matters of state, has repeatedly expressed his own disgust with Trump, Iran's new reformist president has kept the door open to talks with Trump to seek relief from international sanctions to buoy a cratering economy. The Iranian rial, in a free fall for years, hit its lowest value against the dollar on Wednesday before slightly recovering. 

    


The U.S. and Iran have had an adversarial relationship since Iran's 1979 Islamic Revolution and the takeover of the U.S. Embassy and 444-day hostage crisis that followed. 




Trump's first term in office was marked by a particularly troubled period, when he pursued a policy of "maximum pressure" against Tehran. He unilaterally withdrew America from Iran's nuclear deal with world powers, leading to the sanctions hobbling the economy, and ordered the killing of the country's top general.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Confirmation of Trump's reelection came too late for most Wednesday papers. On Thursday, hewing to the official line, many decried the victory. The newspaper Hamshahri put an artist's rendering of Trump in an orange prison jumpsuit and handcuffs under the headline: "Return of the murderer." The hard-line Javan newspaper said it was "back to the crime scene."

    


On the streets of Tehran, opinions varied more. Some feared a return to the low points of Trump's first presidency. Others expressed joy.
"I'm very happy that Trump has won because he is really a powerful man," said Fatemeh Kaveh, 40. "I see him as a role model in terms of personality, and I always watch his stories (on social media), and I believe in him. I'm very happy he won."
But the one opinion that matters above all in Iran's theocracy is that of Khamenei, who has been the country's paramount ruler for six American presidencies. He has made his views on Trump clear.
"I do not consider Trump as a person worth exchanging any message with and I have no answer for him, nor will I respond to him in the future," Khamenei told the late Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe in 2019. Those comments came a year after Trump withdrew the U.S. from the nuclear accord, which offered Iran relief from international sanctions in return for restrictions meant to prevent it from building an atomic bomb. 
Then came Trump's decision to assassinate Revolutionary Guard Gen. Qassem Soleimani, a prominent figure within Iran, in a 2020 drone strike in Baghdad. 

    


Khamenei's personal website still hosts a video that imagines Trump being killed in an Iranian drone strike as he plays golf with former U.S. Secretary of State and CIA chief Mike Pompeo. Both men have received additional protection over Iranian threats to their lives -- and the country has been accused of hacking Trump campaign associates in hopes of hurting his prospects. Iranians have also not forgotten Soleimani's killing. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 election:

	The latest: Kamala Harris urged supporters to accept her election loss in her concession speech Wednesday, encouraging a focus on the future.
	Balance of power: Republicans won control of the U.S. Senate, giving the GOP a major power center in Washington. Control over the House of Representatives is still up for grabs.
	AP VoteCast: Anxiety over the economy and a desire for change returned Trump to the White House. AP journalists break down the voter data.
	Voto a voto: Sigue la cobertura de AP en espanol de las elecciones en EEUU.

News outlets globally count on the AP for accurate U.S. election results. Since 1848, the AP has been calling races up and down the ballot. Support us. Donate to the AP.



    


"It is a good time for Iran to retaliate -- the murderer of our hero has come back," said Tehran resident Reza Solatani, 39. "He should eventually pay for his crime."
The question now is how that hard-line approach will fare amid the economic crisis and other challenges.
A string of mass protests have escalated in the last few years, most recently with the 2022 death of Mahsa Amini and women rejecting the state-mandated headscarf, or hijab.
Iran remains locked in the Mideast wars roiling the region, and its leaders have threatened a retaliatory strike after Israel's Oct. 26 attack. It allies are battered, including the militant groups of its self-described "Axis of Resistance," like Hamas, Lebanon's Hezbollah and Yemen's Houthi rebels. Support for those groups while Iranians struggle economically has been a protest cry. 

    


Trump's election means "peace will return to Lebanon and Gaza and Iran will not spend our money there," said Zohreh Naghavi, a 36-year-old who works in a clothing store. "It is good news."
Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian, who will mark his first 100 days in office next week, campaigned on a promise of outreach to the West to lift sanctions over Iran's nuclear program -- which now enriches uranium to near weapons-grade levels. 
On Thursday, Pezeshkian appeared to remain open to talks with Washington -- even in the wake of Trump's victory -- saying that "it doesn't matter who has won the U.S elections."

    


"We will in no way have a closed and limited approach in the expansion of ties with other countries," he said, according to the state-run IRNA news agency.
That leaves open the possibility for negotiations. Trump in his first term famously courted North Korean leader Kim Jong Un. Some Iranians have imagined the president-elect doing the same in Tehran. 
"Because Trump is a showman he might announce that he wants to talk to Pezeshkian in person," said Zeidabadi, the analyst. "Unfortunately, the problem is that (the government) can't accept that. Even if some people in the government are interested in doing that, the majority of hard-liners won't let that happen and this can make Trump more angry too."
Still, some feel Iran already is at its breaking point.
"I think Iran has no choice but to make peace with Trump, considering the situation of the dollar (exchange rate) and the livelihoods of people and the high prices," said Sina Khaledian, a 32-year-old nurse. "There is lack of medicine and health care. They have to do this. I think the country's capacity to endure has been exhausted."
___

Gambrell reported from Dubai, United Arab Emirates. Associated Press writers Nasser Karimi and Amir Vahdat in Tehran, Iran, contributed to this report. 
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            FILE - Rioters storm the West Front of the U.S. Capitol Jan. 6, 2021, in Washington. (AP Photo/John Minchillo, File)
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            FILE - Rioters loyal to President Donald Trump rally at the U.S. Capitol in Washington on Jan. 6, 2021. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- As it became clear Donald Trump was returning to the White House, the Florida man who posed for photos with then-House Speaker Nancy Pelosi's lectern during the Capitol riot popped a bottle of Trump-branded sparkling wine. "Y'all are in trouble," he said after taking a sip in a video shared on social media.
Rioters who stormed the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, are celebrating Trump's victory and hoping he makes good on his campaign trail promise to pardon them.
Trump didn't mention the Jan. 6 defendants, whom he has called "hostages" and "patriots," during his victory speech on Wednesday. But his defeat of Vice President Kamala Harris throws into doubt the future of the largest prosecution in Justice Department history over the unprecedented assault on a seat of American democracy.
More than 1,500 people have been charged with federal crimes stemming from the riot that left more than 100 police officers injured and sent lawmakers running into hiding as they met to certify Joe Biden's 2020 victory. More than 1,000 defendants have pleaded guilty or been convicted at trial of charges, including misdemeanor trespassing offenses, assaulting police officers and seditious conspiracy. 

    


Trump's praise of Jan. 6 defendants was a centerpiece of his campaign, with rallies honoring them as heroes featuring a song he collaborated on with a group of jailed rioters. Trump hasn't explained how he will decide who gets pardoned. But he has suggested he would consider granting them even for those accused of assault as well as the former Proud Boys leader convicted of orchestrating a violent plot in 2020 to keep Trump in power. 




During his first term as president, Trump deployed his pardon power in overtly political ways, granting clemency in his final days in office to a broad range of political allies -- including five defendants convicted in special counsel Robert Mueller's Russia investigation -- as well as celebrities, Republican members of Congress and the father of Jared Kushner, his son-in-law.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Jacob Lang, a Capitol riot defendant who's jailed while awaiting a trial in Washington, posted within hours of Trump's victory that he and other Jan. 6 "political prisoners" were "finally coming home."

    


"There will be no bitterness in my heart as I walk out of these doors in 75 days on inauguration day," Lang wrote.
Lawyers for some Jan. 6 defendants cited Trump's victory in requests to hold off on sentencing their clients.
Defense attorney Marina Medvin said her client, Christopher Carnell, is "expecting to be relieved of the criminal prosecution that he is currently facing when the new administration takes office." Michelle Peterson, an assistant federal public defender, argued it would be "fundamentally unfair" to sentence a client whose case may be dismissed by Trump's Justice Department. 
Judges swiftly denied both requests and refused to delay separate hearings for their respective cases on Friday. 
Other defense attorneys on Wednesday asked for a Jan. 6 defendant's trial to be postponed. They argued that their client, Mitchell Bosch, cannot receive a fair trial in Washington so soon after the election given that voters in the nation's capital overwhelmingly supported Harris over Trump.

    


"Mr. Bosch understands that the President-elect's proclamations of stolen elections and pardons for patriots are not relevant evidence in his trial. However, they are highly relevant to the ability of the jury pool to be fair and impartial," the lawyers wrote.

    
    What to know about the 2024 election:

	The latest: Kamala Harris urged supporters to accept her election loss in her concession speech Wednesday, encouraging a focus on the future.
	Balance of power: Republicans won control of the U.S. Senate, giving the GOP a major power center in Washington. Control over the House of Representatives is still up for grabs.
	AP VoteCast: Anxiety over the economy and a desire for change returned Trump to the White House. AP journalists break down the voter data.
	Voto a voto: Sigue la cobertura de AP en espanol de las elecciones en EEUU.

News outlets globally count on the AP for accurate U.S. election results. Since 1848, the AP has been calling races up and down the ballot. Support us. Donate to the AP.



    


A trial is scheduled to start next week for Steve Baker, a writer charged with Capitol riot-related misdemeanors. Baker, who has written articles about the Jan. 6 riot for the conservative outlet Blaze News, posted a photo of a press credential for him to cover Congress.
"I plan on covering J6, 2025 'inside' the Capitol," he wrote on Wednesday, adding a winking face emoji.
Of the more than 1,000 convicted rioters who have been sentenced, over 650 have received prison time ranging from a few days to 22 years. Hundreds of people who went into the Capitol but did not attack police or damage the building were charged only with misdemeanors. The violence and destruction by other members of the mob have been documented in videos and other evidence heard in court, including testimony from police officers about being beaten and scared for their lives as they defended the Capitol. 

    


Trump has said he would issue pardons to Capitol rioters on "Day 1" of his presidency. He told Time Magazine he would consider pardoning all of the Jan. 6 defendants, though later added: "If somebody was evil and bad, I would look at that differently." He told NBC's "Meet the Press" last year that he would consider pardoning former Proud Boys leader Enrique Tarrio, who was sentenced to 22 years in prison after being convicted of seditious conspiracy. Trump said Tarrio was treated "horribly." 

    


When pressed during an event in July, Trump said he "absolutely" would pardon rioters accused of assaulting police -- if they were "innocent." When the interviewer noted she was talking about convicted rioters, Trump replied that they were convicted "by a very tough system."
Kim Wehle, a University of Baltimore law professor and author of a book about presidential pardons, said presidents have the unfettered power to issue mass pardons.
"The pardon system is set up for winners and losers. Who gets them and who doesn't get them is completely subjective. It's completely arbitrary and based on the whims of the president," Wehle said. "Donald Trump could fashion the pardon however he wants to fashion the pardon, and the general public wouldn't be able to challenge it."
Presidents have used their power to issue mass pardons for the sake of promoting national unity. George Washington pardoned Whiskey Rebellion rebels. Abraham Lincoln pardoned former Confederate soldiers after the Civil War. Jimmy Carter pardoned Vietnam War draft dodgers.

Many of those expressing support for Jan. 6 defendants also echoed Trump's campaign talk of seeking retribution against political foes. Julie Kelly, a right-wing political commentator who calls herself a "J6 conspiracy theorist" on her social media profile, posted that Washington-based U.S. Attorney Matthew Graves' "reign of terror is going to end soon."
"Then we turn the tables," Kelly wrote.
_____
Associated Press writers Eric Tucker and Alanna Durkin Richer contributed. 
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            Donald Trump's victory in the U.S. presidential election instantly changed calculations for millions of migrants or potential migrants across the globe. Trump has promised to end a U.S. program called CBP One that brought some degree of order to asylum seekers at the U.S.-Mexico border. (AP video by Moises Castillo, Fernanda Pesce, Edgar Clemente)
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            FILE - Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump listens to Paul Perez, president of the National Border Patrol Council, as he tours the southern border with Mexico, on Aug. 22, 2024, in Sierra Vista, Ariz. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            FILE - Migrants wait to be processed after crossing into the United States near the end of a border wall, on Aug. 23, 2022, near Yuma, Ariz. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull, File)
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            FILE - Sam Schultz, second from left, hands out water bottles to a line of asylum-seeking migrants, Tuesday, on Oct. 24, 2023, near Jacumba Hot Springs, Calif. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull, File)
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            FILE - A vehicle drives along the U.S. side of the US-Mexico border wall in Nogales, Ariz., on June 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, Pool, File)
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            FILE - Migrants from Cuba pass a Mexican customs checkpoint as they make their way across the border for their appointments to legally apply for asylum in the United States, on Nov. 5, 2024, in Tijuana, Mexico. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull, File)
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            FILE - Migrants depart Tapachula, Mexico, in hopes to reach the country's northern border and ultimately the United States, on Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Moises Castillo, File)
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            FILE - Migrants from Cuba and Venezuela line up at Mexican immigration checkpoint as they make their way across the border for their appointments to legally apply for asylum in the United States, on Nov. 5, 2024, in Tijuana, Mexico. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull, File)
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            FILE - Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump listens to Paul Perez, president of the National Border Patrol Council, as he tours the southern border with Mexico, on Aug. 22, 2024, in Sierra Vista, Ariz. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            FILE - Migrants wait to be processed after crossing into the United States near the end of a border wall, on Aug. 23, 2022, near Yuma, Ariz. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull, File)
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            FILE - Sam Schultz, second from left, hands out water bottles to a line of asylum-seeking migrants, Tuesday, on Oct. 24, 2023, near Jacumba Hot Springs, Calif. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 8

                                    
                                    FILE - Sam Schultz, second from left, hands out water bottles to a line of asylum-seeking migrants, Tuesday, on Oct. 24, 2023, near Jacumba Hot Springs, Calif. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 8 | 
            FILE - A vehicle drives along the U.S. side of the US-Mexico border wall in Nogales, Ariz., on June 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, Pool, File)
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            FILE - Migrants from Cuba pass a Mexican customs checkpoint as they make their way across the border for their appointments to legally apply for asylum in the United States, on Nov. 5, 2024, in Tijuana, Mexico. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull, File)
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            FILE - Migrants depart Tapachula, Mexico, in hopes to reach the country's northern border and ultimately the United States, on Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Moises Castillo, File)
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            FILE - Migrants from Cuba and Venezuela line up at Mexican immigration checkpoint as they make their way across the border for their appointments to legally apply for asylum in the United States, on Nov. 5, 2024, in Tijuana, Mexico. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull, File)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    



SAN DIEGO (AP) -- "Build the Wall" was Donald Trump's rally cry in 2016, and he acted on his promise by tapping military budgets for hundreds of miles of border wall with Mexico. "Mass Deportation" was the buzzword that energized supporters for his White House bid in 2024.

Trump's victory sets the stage for a swift crackdown after an AP VoteCast survey showed the president-elect's supporters were largely focused on immigration and inflation -- issues the Republican has been hammering throughout his campaign.

How and when Trump's actions on immigration will take shape is uncertain. 

While Trump and his advisers have offered outlines, many questions remain about how they would deport anywhere close to the 11 million people estimated to be in the country illegally. How would immigrants be identified? Where would they be detained? What if their countries refuse to take them back? Where would Trump find money and trained officers to carry out their deportation?

    



Trump has said he would invoke the Alien Enemies Act, a rarely used 1798 law that allows the president to deport any noncitizen from a country the U.S. is at war with. He has spoken about deploying the National Guard, which can be activated on orders from a governor. Stephen Miller, a top Trump adviser, has said troops under sympathetic Republican governors would send troops to nearby states that refuse to participate.





Trump, who repeatedly referred to immigrants "poisoning the blood" of the United States, has stricken fear in immigrant communities with words alone.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

Julie Moreno, a U.S. citizen who has been married for seven years to a Mexican man who is in the country illegally, is adjusting to the idea that she may have to live separately from her husband, who came to the United States in 2004. She can move to Mexico from New Jersey but it would be nearly impossible to keep running her business importing boxing gloves.

    



"I don't have words yet, too many feelings," Moreno said, her voice breaking as she spoke Wednesday of Trump's victory. "I am very scared for my husband's safety. ... If they detain him, what is going to happen?" 

Moreno's husband, Neftali Juarez, ran a construction business and feels he has contributed to the country, paying taxes and providing employment through his company. "Unfortunately, the sentiment of the people who voted is different," he said. "I feel horrible losing my wife."

Some policy experts expect Trump's first immigration moves to be at the border. He may pressure Mexico to keep blocking migrants from reaching the U.S. border as it has since December. He may lean on Mexico to reinstate a Trump-era policy that made asylum-seekers wait in Mexico for hearings in U.S. immigration court.

Andrew Arthur, a fellow at the Center for Immigration Studies, which supports immigration restrictions, highlighted campaign remarks by Vice President-elect JD Vance that deporting millions would be done one step at a time, not all at once.

"You're not talking about a dragnet," Arthur, a former immigration judge, told The Associated Press. "There's no way you could do it. The first thing you have to do is seal the border and then you can address the interior. All of this is going to be guided by the resources you have available."

    



Elena, a 46-year-old Nicaraguan who has been living in the United States illegally for 25 years, couldn't sleep after Trump's victory, crying about what to do if she and her husband, 50, are deported. They have two adult daughters, both U.S. citizens, who have had stomach pain and respiratory problems from anxiety about the election.

    
    What to know about the 2024 election:

	The latest: Kamala Harris urged supporters to accept her election loss in her concession speech Wednesday, encouraging a focus on the future.
	Balance of power: Republicans won control of the U.S. Senate, giving the GOP a major power center in Washington. Control over the House of Representatives is still up for grabs.
	AP VoteCast: Anxiety over the economy and a desire for change returned Trump to the White House. AP journalists break down the voter data.
	Voto a voto: Sigue la cobertura de AP en espanol de las elecciones en EEUU.

News outlets globally count on the AP for accurate U.S. election results. Since 1848, the AP has been calling races up and down the ballot. Support us. Donate to the AP.



    



"It is so difficult for me to uproot myself from the country that I have seen as my home," said Elena, who lives in South Florida and gave only her first name for fear of being deported. "I have made my roots here and it is difficult to have to abandon everything to start over." 

Advocates are looking at where deportation arrests might take place and are watching especially closely to see if authorities adhere to a longstanding policy of avoiding schools, hospitals, places of worship and disaster relief centers, said Heidi Altman, federal advocacy director for the National Immigration Law Center's Immigrant Justice Fund. 

    



"We're taking it very seriously," said Altman. "We all have to have our eyes wide open to the fact that this isn't 2016. Trump and Stephen Miller learned a lot from their first administration. The courts look very different than they did four years ago."

Trump is expected to resume other far-reaching policies from his first term and jettison key Biden moves. These include:

--Trump has harshly criticized Biden policies to create and expand legal pathways to entry, including an online app called CBP One under which nearly 1 million people have entered at land crossings with Mexico since January 2023. Another policy has allowed more than 500,000 Cubans, Haitians, Nicaraguans and Venezuelans to fly into the country with financial sponsors.

    



-- Trump slashed the number of refugees screened abroad by the United Nations and State Department for settlement in the U.S. to its lowest level since Congress established the program in 1980. Biden rebuilt it, establishing an annual cap of 125,000, up from 18,000 under Trump.

--Trump sought to end the Obama-era Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program, which shielded people who came to the U.S. as young children from deportation. A lawsuit by Republican governors that has seemed headed for the Supreme Court challenges DACA. For now, hundreds of thousands of DACA recipients may renew their status but new applications aren't accepted.

--Trump dramatically curtailed the use of Temporary Protected Status, created under a 1990 law to allow people already in the United States to stay if their homelands are deemed unsafe. Biden sharply expanded use of TPS, including to hundreds of thousands of Haitians and Venezuelans.


Maribel Hernandez, a Venezuelan on TPS that allows her to stay in the United States until April 2025, burst into tears as her 2-year-old son slept in a stroller outside New York's Roosevelt Hotel as migrants discussed election fallout Wednesday. 

"Imagine if they end it," she said. 

___

Salomon reported from Miami. AP reporter Cedar Attanasio contributed from New York.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/trump-immigration-border-asylum-mass-deportation-a681c4980ef25e2b3a7ae670c9094f4a



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Trump has vowed to shake some of democracy's pillars
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                    Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a news conference held at Trump Tower, Sept., 6, 2024 in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- American presidential elections are a moment when the nation holds up a mirror to look at itself. They are a reflection of values and dreams, of grievances and scores to be settled.

The results say much about a country's character, future and core beliefs. On Tuesday, America looked into that mirror and more voters saw former president Donald Trump, delivering him a far-reaching victory in the most contested states. 

He won for many reasons. One of them was that a formidable number of Americans, from different angles, said the state of democracy was a prime concern.

The candidate they chose had campaigned through a lens of darkness, calling the country "garbage" and his opponent "stupid," a "communist" and "the b-word." 

The mirror reflected not only a restive nation's discontent but childless cat ladies, false stories of pets devoured by Haitian immigrant neighbors, a sustained emphasis on calling things "weird," and a sudden bout of Democratic "joy" now crushed. The campaign will be remembered both for profound developments, like the two assassination attempts on Trump, and his curious chatter about golfer Arnold Palmer's genitalia.

Even as Trump prevailed, most voters said they were very or somewhat concerned that electing Trump would bring the U.S. closer to being an authoritarian country, where a single leader has unchecked power, according to the AP VoteCast survey. Still, 1 in 10 of those voters backed him anyway. Nearly 4 in 10 Trump voters said they wanted complete upheaval in how the country is run.

In Trump's telling, the economy was in shambles, even when almost every measure said otherwise, and the border was an open sore leeching murderous migrants, when the actual number of crossings had dropped precipitously. All this came wrapped in his signature language of catastrophism. 

His win, only the second time in U.S. history that a candidate won the presidency in non-consecutive terms, demonstrated Trump's keen ear for what stirs emotions, especially the sense of millions of voters of being left out -- whether because someone else cheated or got special treatment or otherwise fell to the ravages of the enemy within.

That's whom Americans decisively chose.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

The centuries-old democracy delivered power to the presidential candidate who gave voters fair warning he might take core elements of that democracy apart.

After already having tried to disrupt the peaceful transfer of power when he lost to President Joe Biden in 2020, Trump mused that he would be justified if he decided to pursue "the termination of all rules, regulations, and articles, even those found in the Constitution."

This, in contrast to the oath of office he took, and will again, to "preserve, protect and defend the Constitution" as best he can.

One rough and decidedly imperfect measure of whether Trump might mean what he says is how many times he says it. His direct threat to try to end or suspend the Constitution was largely a one-off.

But the 2024 campaign was thick with his vows, rally after rally, interview after interview, that if realized would upend democracy's basic practices, protections and institutions as Americans have known them.

And now, he says after his win, "I will govern by a simple motto: promises made, promises kept."

    



Through the campaign, to lusty cheers, Trump promised to use presidential power over the justice system to go after his personal political adversaries. He then raised the stakes further by threatening to enlist military force against such domestic foes -- "the enemy from within."

Doing so would shatter any semblance of Justice Department independence and turn soldiers against citizens in ways not seen in modern times.

He's promised to track down and deport immigrants in massive numbers, raising the prospect of using military or military-style assets for that as well.

Spurred by his fury and denialism over his 2020 defeat, Trump's supporters in some state governments have already engineered changes in how votes are cast, counted and affirmed, an effort centered on the false notion that the last election was rigged against him. 

On Tuesday, Trump won an election in the time of a Democratic administration. The effort to revise election procedures will now be fought out by states in his time.

Yet another pillar of the system is also in his sights -- the non-political civil service and its political masters, whom Trump together calls the deep state.

He means the generals who didn't always heed him last time, but this time shall.

He means the Justice Department people who refused to indulge his desperate effort to cook up votes he didn't get in 2020. He means the bureaucrats who dragged their heels on parts of his first-term agenda and whom Trump now wants purged.

Trump wants to make it easier to fire federal workers by classifying thousands of them as being outside civil service protections. That could weaken the government's power to enforce statutes and rules by draining parts of the workforce and permit his administration to staff offices with more malleable employees than last time.

But if some or all of these tenets of modern democracy are to fall, it will be through the most democratic of means. Voters chose him -- and by extension, this -- not Democrat Kamala Harris, the vice president.

    



And by early measures, it was a clean election, just like 2020.

Eric Dezenhall is a scandal-management expert who has followed Trump's business and political career and correctly predicted his wins in 2016 and now. He also foresaw that the criminal cases against Trump would help, not hurt, him.

Sussing out what Trump truly intends to do and what might be bluster is not always easy, he said. "There are certain things that he says because they cross his brain at a certain moment," Dezenhall said. "I don't put stock in that. I put stock in themes, and there is a theme of vengeance."

So it remains to be seen whether America will get two special days Trump has promised.

Upon taking office again, he said, he'll be a "dictator," but only for a day. And he's promised to let police stage "one really violent day" to crack down on crime with impunity, a remark his campaign said he didn't really mean, just as his people said he wasn't serious about subverting the U.S. Constitution.

The voters also gave Trump's Republicans clear control of the Senate, and therefore majority say in whether to confirm the loyalists Trump will nominate for top jobs in government. Trump controls his party in ways he didn't in his first term, when major figures in his administration repeatedly frustrated his most outlier ambitions.

"The fact that a once proud people chose, twice, to demean itself with a leader like Donald Trump will be one of history's great cautionary tales," said Cal Jillson, a constitutional and presidential scholar at Southern Methodist University whose new book, "Race, Ethnicity, and American Decline," anticipated some of the existential issues of the election.

"Donald Trump's actions will be as divisive, ill-considered, and mean-spirited in his second term as in his first," he said. "He will undercut Ukraine, NATO, and the U.N. abroad and the rule of law, individual rights, and our senses of national cohesion and purpose at home."

From the political left, any threats to democracy were not on the mind of independent Sen. Bernie Sanders of Vermont when he offered a blistering critique of the Democratic campaign. 

    



"It should come as no surprise that a Democratic Party which has abandoned working people would find that the working class has abandoned them," he said in a statement. "Will they understand the pain and political alienation that tens of millions of Americans are experiencing?"

He concluded: "Probably not."

For his part, Trump says he is intent on restoring democracy, not tearing it down.

There was nothing democratic, he and his allies assert, in seeing military leaders defy the elected commander in chief, whether the issue was troop deployments or his wish for a splashy military parade. Or in seeing Democratic presidents establish immigration policy and vast student loan relief though executive action, bypassing Congress.

But that case is built from the ground up on the lie of a stolen 2020 election, his machinations to stall the certification of that vote and his mob's bloody attack on the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. He comes to office intending to pardon some of the people convicted for that riot and perhaps clear himself of criminal cases against him.

Guardrails remain. One is the Supreme Court, whose conservative majority loosened the leash on presidential behavior in its ruling expanding their immunity from prosecution. The court has not been fully tested on how far it will go to accommodate Trump's actions and agenda. And which party will control the House is not yet known.

    



The Republican's victory came from a public so put off by America's trajectory that it welcomed his brash and disruptive approach. 


Among voters under 30, just under half went for Trump, an improvement from his 2020 performance, according to the AP VoteCast survey of more than 120,000 voters. About three-quarters of young voters said the country was headed in the wrong direction, and roughly one-third said they wanted total upheaval in how the country is run.

By Trump's words, at least, that's what they'll get.





___

AP Polling Editor Amelia Thomson DeVeaux contributed to this report.
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1 person is critically injured as bus overturns on upstate New York highway
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            First responders investigate the scene where a tour bus rolled over on westbound Interstate 490 critically injuring one and sending all 28 passengers to area hospitals, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024, in Chili, N.Y. (Monroe County Sheriff's Office via AP)
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            First responders investigate the scene where a tour bus rolled over on westbound Interstate 490 critically injuring one and sending all 28 passengers to area hospitals, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024, in Chili, N.Y. (Monroe County Sheriff's Office via AP)
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                                        CHILI, N.Y. (AP) -- A bus with more than two dozen passengers aboard rolled over on a highway in upstate New York on Thursday morning, critically injuring one person and sending others to hospitals, police said.
All 28 people aboard were sent to hospitals, some with minor injuries, after the bus overturned on Interstate 490 west of Rochester around 7 a.m. All but a few of the people were off the bus when emergency responders arrived, according to officials.
"Deputies arriving on the scene found people that were trapped on the tour bus that had flipped on 490," Monroe County Sheriff Todd Baxter told media at the scene. They "also found multiple people walking alongside 490 in a state of confusion that had been passengers on the bus," he said. 
The bus had left New York City around midnight and had just made a stop at Rochester on its way to Niagara Falls, officials said.

    


The cause of the rollover wasn't immediately clear. The driver was cooperating with police investigators, and there was no indication drugs or alcohol were involved. No other vehicles were involved, police said. 
Westbound lanes of the highway remained closed as the investigation continued.




"This will be a lengthy investigation," said Chief Deputy Michael Fowler.
Tribal Sun, the company in Massachusetts police identified as the operator of the bus, did not immediately comment.

"I join the people of New York in praying for the well-being of all involved in this serious incident and am deeply grateful for the heroic efforts of our first responders," Gov. Kathy Hochul said in a prepared statement.
___
This article has been updated to correct the Monroe County sheriff's first name to Todd, instead of Toss.
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New DNA evidence rewrites long-told stories of people in ancient Pompeii
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            FILE - Jewelry found in the ruins of a house in Pompeii are displayed, backdropped by the casts of two adults and two children who died together in the house in Pompeii, at the exhibition, "Life and death Pompeii and Herculaneum," at the British Museum in central London, March 26, 2013. (AP Photo/Lefteris Pitarakis, File)
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            FILE - A view of Pompeii, a buried and ruined Roman city near modern Naples in Italy, is seen in 1979. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - A view of Pompeii, a buried and ruined Roman city near modern Naples in Italy, is seen in 1979. (AP Photo/Jim Bourdier, File)
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            FILE - Jewelry found in the ruins of a house in Pompeii are displayed, backdropped by the casts of two adults and two children who died together in the house in Pompeii, at the exhibition, "Life and death Pompeii and Herculaneum," at the British Museum in central London, March 26, 2013. (AP Photo/Lefteris Pitarakis, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 3

                                    
                                    FILE - Jewelry found in the ruins of a house in Pompeii are displayed, backdropped by the casts of two adults and two children who died together in the house in Pompeii, at the exhibition, "Life and death Pompeii and Herculaneum," at the British Museum in central London, March 26, 2013. (AP Photo/Lefteris Pitarakis, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            FILE - A view of Pompeii, a buried and ruined Roman city near modern Naples in Italy, is seen in 1979. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - A view of Pompeii, a buried and ruined Roman city near modern Naples in Italy, is seen in 1979. (AP Photo/Jim Bourdier, File)
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                                        When a volcanic eruption buried the ancient city of Pompeii, the last desperate moments of its citizens were preserved in stone for centuries.
Observers see stories in the plaster casts later made of their bodies, like a mother holding a child and two women embracing as they die.
But new DNA evidence suggests things were not as they seem -- and these prevailing interpretations come from looking at the ancient world through modern eyes.
"We were able to disprove or challenge some of the previous narratives built upon how these individuals were kind of found in relation to each other," said Alissa Mittnik of the Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology in Germany. "It opens up different interpretations for who these people might have been."
Mittnik and her colleagues discovered that the person thought to be a mother was actually a man unrelated to the child. And at least one of the two people locked in an embrace -- long assumed to be sisters or a mother and daughter -- was a man. Their research was published Thursday in the journal Current Biology.

    


The team, which also includes scientists from Harvard University and the University of Florence in Italy, relied on genetic material preserved for nearly two millennia. After Mount Vesuvius erupted and destroyed the Roman city in 79 A.D., bodies buried in mud and ash eventually decomposed, leaving spaces where they used to be. Casts were created from the voids in the late 1800s.




Researchers focused on 14 casts undergoing restoration, extracting DNA from the fragmented skeletal remains that mixed with them. They hoped to determine the sex, ancestry and genetic relationships between the victims.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
There were several surprises in "the house of the golden bracelet," the dwelling where the assumed mother and child were found. The adult wore an intricate piece of jewelry, for which the house was named, reinforcing the impression that the victim was a woman. Nearby were the bodies of another adult and child thought to be the rest of their nuclear family.

    


DNA evidence showed the four were male and not related to one another, clearly showing "the story that was long spun around these individuals" was wrong, Mittnik said.
Researchers also confirmed Pompeii citizens came from diverse backgrounds but mainly descended from eastern Mediterranean immigrants - underscoring a broad pattern of movement and cultural exchange in the Roman Empire. Pompeii is located about 150 miles (241 kilometers) from Rome.
The study builds upon research from 2022 when scientists sequenced the genome of a Pompeii victim for the first time and confirmed the possibility of retrieving ancient DNA from the human remains that still exist.
"They have a better overview of what's happening in Pompeii because they analyzed different samples," said Gabriele Scorrano of the University of Rome Tor Vergata, a co-author of that research who was not involved in the current study. "We actually had one genome, one sample, one shot."
Though much remains to be learned, Scorrano said, such genetic brushstrokes are slowly painting a truer picture of how people lived in the distant past.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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            FILE - Federal Reserve Board Chairman Jerome Powell speaks during a news conference at the Federal Reserve in Washington, on Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis, File)
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            FILE - The seal of The Federal Reserve System is seen during a news conference by Federal Reserve Board Chairman Jerome Powell at the Federal Reserve Board Building on July 31, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Federal Reserve officials are poised Thursday to reduce their key interest rate for a second straight time, responding to a steady slowdown of the inflation pressures that exasperated many Americans and contributed to Donald Trump's presidential election victory.
Yet the Fed's future moves are now more uncertain in the aftermath of the election, given that Trump's economic proposals have been widely flagged as potentially inflationary. His election has also raised the specter of meddling by the White House in the Fed's policy decisions, with Trump having proclaimed that as president he should have a voice in the central bank's interest rate decisions. 
The Fed has long guarded its status as an independent institution able to make difficult decisions about borrowing rates, free from political interference. Yet during his previous term in the White House, Trump publicly attacked Chair Jerome Powell after the Fed raised rates to fight inflation, and he may do so again. 

    


The economy is also clouding the picture by flashing conflicting signals, with growth solid but hiring weakening. Even so, consumer spending has been healthy, fueling concerns that there is no need for the Fed to reduce borrowing costs and that doing so might overstimulate the economy and even re-accelerate inflation. 




Financial markets are throwing yet another curve at the Fed: Investors have sharply pushed up Treasury yields since the central bank cut rates in September. The result has been higher borrowing costs throughout the economy, thereby diminishing the benefit to consumers of the Fed's half-point cut in its benchmark rate, which it announced after its September meeting.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The average U.S. 30-year mortgage rate, for example, fell over the summer as the Fed signaled that it would cut rates, only to rise again once the central bank actually cut its benchmark rate.

    


Broader interest rates have risen because investors are anticipating higher inflation, larger federal budget deficits, and faster economic growth under a President-elect Trump. In what Wall Street has called the "Trump trade," stock prices also soared Wednesday and the value of bitcoin and the dollar surged. Trump had talked up cryptocurrencies during his campaign, and the dollar would likely benefit from higher rates and from the across-the-board increase in tariffs that Trump has proposed.
Trump's plan to impose at least a 10% tariff on all imports, as well as significantly higher taxes on Chinese goods, and to carry out a mass deportation of undocumented immigrants would almost certainly boost inflation. This would make it less likely that the Fed would continue cutting its key rate. Annual inflation as measured by the central bank's preferred gauge fell to 2.1% in September. 
Economists at Goldman Sachs estimate that Trump's proposed 10% tariff, as well as his proposed taxes on Chinese imports and autos from Mexico, could send inflation back up to about 2.75% to 3% by mid-2026. 
Such an increase would likely upend the future rate cuts the Fed had signaled in September. At that meeting, when the policymakers cut their key rate by an outsize half-point to about 4.9%, the officials said they envisioned two quarter-point rate reductions later in the year -- one on Thursday and one in December -- and then four additional rate cuts in 2025. 

    


But investors now foresee rate cuts next year as increasingly unlikely. The perceived probability of a rate cut at the Fed's meeting in January of next year fell Wednesday to just 28%, down from 41% on Tuesday and from nearly 70% a month ago, according to futures prices monitored by CME FedWatch. 
The jump in borrowing costs for things like mortgages and car loans, even as the Fed is reducing its benchmark rate, has set up a potential challenge for the central bank: Its effort to support the economy by lowering borrowing costs may not bear fruit if investors are acting to boost longer-term borrowing rates. 
The economy grew at a solid annual rate of just below 3% over the past six months, while consumer spending -- fueled by higher-income shoppers -- rose strongly in the July-September quarter. 


    


At the same time, companies have reined in hiring, with many people who are out of work struggling to find jobs. Powell has suggested that the Fed is reducing its key rate in part to bolster the job market. But if economic growth continues at a healthy clip and inflation climbs again, the central bank will come under growing pressure to slow or stop its interest rate cuts. 
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Carbon pollution from high flying rich in private jets soars
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                    FILE - Private jets sit parked at Scottsdale Airport on Jan. 27, 2015, in Scottsdale, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File)
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                                        Carbon pollution from private jets has soared in the past five years, with most of those small planes spewing more heat-trapping carbon dioxide in about two hours of flying than the average person does in about a year, a new study finds.
About a quarter million of the super wealthy -- worth a total of $31 trillion -- last year emitted 17.2 million tons (15.6 million metric tons) of carbon dioxide flying in private jets, according to Thursday's study in the Nature journal Communications Earth & Environment. That's about the same amount as the 67 million people who live in Tanzania,
Private jet emissions jumped 46% from 2019 to 2023, according to the European research team that calculated those figures by examining more than 18.6 million flights of about 26,000 airplanes over five years.
Only 1.8% of the carbon pollution from aviation is spewed by private jets and aviation as a whole is responsible for about 4% of the human-caused heat-trapping gases, the study said.

    


It may seem like a small amount, but it's a matter of fairness and priorities, said the study's lead author, Stefan Gossling, a transportation researcher at the business school of Sweden's Linnaeus University. 




 "The damage is done by those with a lot of money and the cost is borne by those with very little money," Gossling said.
The highest emitting private jet user that the team tracked -- but did not identify by name -- spewed 2,645 tons (2,400 metric tons) of carbon dioxide in plane use, Gossling said. That's more than 500 times the global per person average of either 5.2 tons (4.7 metric tons) that the World Bank calculates or the 4.7 tons (4.3 metric tons) that the International Energy Agency figures and Gossling cites.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"This report presents further proof that billionaires are causing the climate crisis," said Jonathan Westin, executive director of the advocacy organization Climate Organizing Hub. "They are clinging to their private jets and oil profits while regular people see increasing floods, hurricanes and wildfires."

    


Earlier this year the International Energy Agency calculated that the world's top 1% of super-emitting people had carbon footprints more than 1,000 times bigger than the globe's poorest 1%.
Gossling's study counted more than 35,600 tons (32,300 metric tons) of carbon pollution from just five global events -- 2022's World Cup in Qatar, 2023's World Economic Forum, 2023's Super Bowl, the 2023 Cannes film festival and the 2023 United Nations climate negotiations in Dubai. That came from 3,500 private jet flights. 
"It's a grim joke that the billionaire class is flying private jets to the annual climate conferences, and the United Nations should crack down on this hypocritical practice," said Jean Su, energy justice director for the Center for Biological Diversity.
Researchers also examined more than 1,200 flights by celebrity actors, singers and directors, but Gossling declined to give the public figures' names.
Many private flights aren't even for business "nor are they necessary," Gossling said. "They are very often lifestyle related."

    


While the study "does shine a bright light on some of the most gluttonous emitters, i.e. the very wealthy," University of Pennsylvania climate scientist Michael Mann said the focus shouldn't be on individual behaviors and someone's carbon footprint. He called that "a distraction from the primary task at hand, which is decarbonizing our societal infrastructure through systematic change and policy."
That's the problem, Gossling said.
"We have been told for a long time that it is the system that needs to change, not the individual," Gossling said. "That has meant that nobody has been responsible for their lifestyles."
"The problem is that the 26,000 aircraft and the individuals using them will say 'We are just a small group. We are not relevant in terms of emissions.' But everybody else will look at the small group and say, 'Look these are the super-emitters, if they are not relevant, how can we be relevant?" Gossling said. "And then you have this pointing at each other of two different groups that locks us in a circular argument."

    


About 51% of those private jets burn at least 239 gallons of fuel per hour. That's translates to more carbon emissions in two hours and one minute than the IEA's estimate of the average person's yearly 4.7 tons (4.3 metric tons) of pollutants, the study calculated. 
"Given that technology is not going to resolve (climate change), I think the answer is clear. We need to start at the top," Gossling said.
Gossling said the way to address the high-flying emissions is to charge a tax or landing fee equivalent to the damage done by each ton of emissions. That's about $200 or 200 euros. Westin called for a private jet ban.
The United States is by far the hub of private jets with more than 68% of the globe's private aircraft, about 5 per 100,000 people, the study found. But Gossling said private jets are everywhere, even in poor countries. 
In the United States, Alaska has the most private jet flights per person, at nearly 5,000 per 100,000 residents, according to a different study by the student travel company Rustic Pathways.

    


___
Read more of AP's climate coverage at http://www.apnews.com/climate-and-environment
___
Follow Seth Borenstein on X at @borenbears
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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Middle East latest: Large airstrikes hit Beirut suburbs as Israel expands northern Gaza operations
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            Smoke and fire rise from Israeli airstrikes in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            In this handout photo, civil defense workers and paramedics stand next to a charred car in an Israeli airstrike at the entrance of the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            French Foreign Minister Jean-Noel Barrot, center, walks with staff on the Mount of Olives during his visit to Jerusalem, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            In this handout photo, Lebanese army soldiers stand guard next to a damaged bus of the Malaysian U.N. peacekeepers at the site of an Israeli strike hit a car, in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            Smoke rises from an Israeli airstrike on Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Smoke and fire rise from Israeli airstrikes in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            French Foreign Minister Jean-Noel Barrot poses for photographers overlooking the Old City of Jerusalem, including the Dome of the Rock Mosque in the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound, right, from the Mount of Olives during his visit to Jerusalem, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            In this handout photo, civil defense workers and paramedics stand next to a charred car in an Israeli airstrike at the entrance of the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            In this handout photo, Lebanese army soldiers stand guard next to a damaged bus of the Malaysian U.N. peacekeepers at the site of an Israeli strike hit a car, in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            Smoke rises from an Israeli airstrike on Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 7

                                    
                                    French Foreign Minister Jean-Noel Barrot poses for photographers overlooking the Old City of Jerusalem, including the Dome of the Rock Mosque in the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound, right, from the Mount of Olives during his visit to Jerusalem, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Several large airstrikes hit Beirut's southern suburbs early Thursday, including one on a site adjacent to Lebanon's only international airport. The Israeli military had issued an evacuation notice for the site, saying Hezbollah facilities were there, without giving more details.
Also Thursday, the Israeli military announced it expanded its month-old ground operation in northern Gaza to include part of Beit Lahiya, a town that has been heavily bombed since the earliest days of the war and where Israel says Hamas militants have regrouped.
Hezbollah leader Naim Kassem said in a speech aired Wednesday that the Lebanese militant group is open for cease-fire negotiations only once "the enemy stops its aggression." His speech marked the 40-day mourning period since former Hezbollah chief Hassan Nasrallah was assassinated in Beirut.
Hezbollah began firing into Israel on Oct. 8, 2023, in solidarity with Hamas in the Gaza Strip. Since the conflict erupted, more than 3,000 people have been killed and some 13,600 wounded in Lebanon, the health ministry reported.

    


The Israel-Hamas war began after Palestinian militants stormed into Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, killing some 1,200 people -- mostly civilians -- and abducting 250 others. Israel's military response in Gaza has killed more than 43,000 people, Palestinian health officials say. They do not distinguish between civilians and combatants, but say more than half of those killed were women and children. 
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14 killed at school-turned-shelter in Gaza City
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip -- Palestinian rescue workers say Israel struck a school-turned-shelter run by the United Nations in Gaza City, killing 14 people and wounding dozens of others.
The Israeli military did not immediately respond to a request for comment on the attack Thursday that hit the school operated by the U.N. Palestinian refugee agency known as UNRWA. 
In recent months Israel has conducted dozens of airstrikes on schools across the embattled enclave, structures where hundreds of thousands of Palestinians displaced by fighting have sought refuge.

    


The Gaza-based Civil Defense emergency service reported rescuers recovering the bodies of 14 people in the rubble of the school building in Shati refugee camp, just west of Gaza City along the Mediterranean coast. Israeli officials have defended such attacks in the past by claiming that Hamas uses school compounds as bases for militant operations.
Shortly after the strike, the Israeli army ordered the evacuation of Shati camp among other neighborhoods west of Gaza City, spreading panic among Palestinians who in recent days had sought refuge in those areas from Israel's renewed offensive against Hamas militants further north. 
Since the yearlong Israel-Hamas war began, schools in Gaza have been closed and served as shelters for Palestinians fleeing the fighting. 

    


Israeli military to allow 300 truckloads of aid from UAE into Gaza
JERUSALEM -- The Israeli military says it will allow 300 truckloads of humanitarian aid supplied by the United Arab Emirates to enter the Gaza Strip in the coming days. 
That's less than the 350 trucks per day that the United States has said it wants to see enter the war-ravaged territory.
COGAT, the military body in charge of civilian affairs in Gaza, said the aid was brought in by sea and unloaded at the Israeli port of Ashdod, just north of Gaza. It said the shipment, which includes food, water, medical equipment, shelter and hygiene supplies, would be inspected before being trucked into Gaza, though it did not specify a date.
The amount of aid entering Gaza dropped dramatically in October as Israel launched another offensive in the territory's north. By the end of October, an average of just 71 trucks a day were entering Gaza, according to the latest U.N. figures.
The United States has warned Israel to ramp up the entry of aid by mid-November, saying failure to do so could lead to a reduction in military support.
Israel says it allows plenty of aid to enter Gaza and blames U.N. agencies and other aid groups for not distributing it. Humanitarian groups say their efforts are hobbled by Israeli restrictions, ongoing fighting and the breakdown of law and order.

    


Dozens of Lebanese killed in struck apartment building are laid to rest 
TYRE, Lebanon -- Dozens of Lebanese were laid to rest Thursday following an Israeli airstrike that hit an apartment building in the town of Barja, just north of the port city of Sidon.
The Lebanese Civil Defense said it pulled at least 30 bodies and remains following Tuesday's strike.
Among the killed were many members of the Basma family, who had fled deeper into southern Lebanon for safety. Family members who survived found shelter elsewhere or weren't in the building at the time.
"My sister was killed last week, and now my brother, my nephew, and my other nephew with members of his family," said Hassan Basma.
Nearby, Khadija Daramsis, who washes the bodies of the dead before burial in accordance with Islamic tradition, found herself doing the same for her nieces. She had just seen them last week.

    


"They told me they were scared of the strikes and then they were struck," Daramsis said as she wept. "What did they have to do with anything? Are they resistance? Are they Hezbollah?"
Israel says its strikes target Hezbollah militants or the group's assets. The strike in Barja came without warning.
Khalil Basma says the war and Israel's military escalation is the worst he's seen in Lebanon.
"Knowing the wars we have gone through, this is regretfully the first time we see such crimes," he said. "May God protect everyone and end this crisis."
Israeli drone strike kills 3 in southern Lebanon city of Sidon, Lebanese state media says
BEIRUT -- Lebanon's state news agency says an Israeli drone strike has hit a car at an army checkpoint in the southern port city of Sidon, killing three people and wounding several others including U.N. peacekeepers.
The National News Agency said one of the wounded was taken to the hospital while the peacekeepers were treated for minor injuries at the scene of the attack at the northern entrance of Sidon, Lebanon's third-largest city. 
The U.N. peacekeeping force known as UNIFIL said in a statement that a convoy bringing newly-arrived peacekeepers to south Lebanon was passing by when a drone strike took place near it. The strike lightly injured five peacekeepers, it said. 
"We remind all actors of their obligation to avoid actions putting peacekeepers or civilians in danger. Differences should be resolved at the negotiating table, not through violence," the statement said.
A drone strike earlier Thursday hit a car on a main highway just outside Beirut, killing one woman, according to local media.
French diplomat urges diplomatic solution
PARIS -- France's top diplomat has urged action in the coming weeks toward a political solution to the wars in the Mideast.
Visiting Israel, French Foreign Minister Jean-Noel Barrot said Thursday that U.S. President-elect Donald Trump has ''never hid his wish to end the interminable wars in the Middle East."
"So the conditions seem right to me to move in the coming weeks toward a diplomatic solution to the current conflict. Because force alone cannot suffice to guarantee Israel's security," Barrot said.
Barrot called for a halt to Israel's bombings of northern Gaza, saying they are contrary to Israel's long-term interests.
''The Palestinian question will not disappear, regardless of what American administration is in office,'' Barrot told reporters.
He also warned Iran against further escalation, and called for a diplomatic solution for Lebanon. He met his Israeli counterpart and heads next to the Palestinian territories for talks with Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas.
Iran's Supreme Leader says militant groups against Israel remain strong
TEHRAN, Iran -- Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei says its alliance of militant groups opposed to Israel remains strong despite the killing of many of their senior leaders.
"God willing, the world will see a day when the Zionist regime will be defeated by them," Iranian state TV reported the leader as saying Thursday.
The report quoted Khamenei as saying that Hamas and other "leaders of the resistance" are "still fighting" even though some of their leaders have been killed by intensified Israel airstrikes.
Israeli strikes and military operations in recent months have killed the top leaders of both Hamas in Gaza and Hezbollah in Lebanon, as well as many of their senior commanders.
Both groups are part of what is known as the Axis of Resistance, which includes other Iran-backed groups in Syria, Iraq and Yemen.
Iran and its allies have repeatedly traded fire with Israel and the United States over the past year following Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023, attack, raising fears of a regional war.
Israel announces $5.2 billion fighter jet deal with Boeing
JERUSALEM -- Israel has reached an agreement to purchase 25 advanced F-15 fighter jets from U.S. aerospace giant Boeing for $5.2 billion.
The Defense Ministry said the agreement, concluded Wednesday, was part of a broader aid package approved by the U.S. government earlier this year. Deliveries will begin in 2031, and there's an option to purchase an additional 25 aircraft.
The United States has provided crucial military support to Israel as it has battled Hamas in Gaza, Hezbollah in Lebanon and traded fire with Iran.
The Biden administration recently warned Israel that if it did not facilitate the delivery of more aid to Gaza, U.S. laws may force the administration to curb some of its military support.
The State Department said this week that Israel had yet to sufficiently improve aid deliveries ahead of a mid-November deadline.
President-elect Donald Trump has vowed to end the wars in the Middle East without saying how he plans to do it. He was a staunch supporter of Israel during his previous term but also cultivated close ties with Arab Gulf leaders.
Israeli military extends shutdown of Al Jazeera's West Bank bureau
RAMALLAH, West Bank -- The Al Jazeera news network says the Israeli military has extended the order shutting down its bureau in the occupied West Bank.
Walid al-Omari, the network's bureau chief, said Israeli troops raided the office in Ramallah again early Thursday and posted a notice extending the closure for an additional 45 days.
Israel had previously raided the office and shut it down on Sept. 22. Earlier this year, authorities took the rare step of barring the Qatar-based network from operating in Israel.
Israel accuses Al Jazeera of serving as a mouthpiece for Hamas, an allegation denied by the network. Last month, Israel accused six Al Jazeera journalists in Gaza of being Palestinian militants, which the network also denied.
Al-Jazeera has provided near 24-hour coverage from inside Gaza since the start of the Israel-Hamas war, with a heavy focus on the war's toll among Palestinian civilians. Several of its correspondents have been killed or wounded by Israeli forces.
It also routinely airs unedited Hamas videos showing attacks on Israeli forces and hostages speaking under duress.
Israel passes law that would allow it to deport the families of Palestinian attackers, including citizens
Israel's parliament passed a law early Thursday that would allow it to deport family members of Palestinian attackers, including the country's own citizens, to the war-ravaged Gaza Strip or other locations.
The law, which was championed by members of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's Likud party and his far-right allies, passed with a 61-41 vote but is likely to be challenged in court.
It would apply to Palestinian citizens of Israel and residents of annexed east Jerusalem who knew about their family members' attacks beforehand or who "express support or identification with the act of terrorism."
Read the full story here.
Israel expands its ground operation in northern Gaza
JERUSALEM -- The Israeli military has expanded its month-old ground operation in northern Gaza to a town that has been heavily bombed since the earliest days of the war.
The military said in a statement Thursday that "troops started to operate" in the area of Beit Lahiya after intelligence indicated the presence of militants there. Hamas has repeatedly regrouped in areas where the military already conducted major operations.
The town in the northwestern corner of Gaza was among the first targets of the ground invasion launched over a year ago, after Hamas' attack into southern Israel. The northern third of the territory has been encircled by Israeli forces since then.
Israel launched another major offensive in nearby Jabaliya, a decades-old urban refugee camp, in early October. It has sharply restricted the amount of aid entering northern Gaza and ordered a full evacuation. Tens of thousands have fled to nearby Gaza City in the latest mass displacement of the war.
Airstrikes hit Beirut's southern suburbs, including one on site adjacent to airport 
BEIRUT -- Several large airstrikes hit Beirut's southern suburbs early Thursday, including one on a site adjacent to Lebanon's only international airport. 
The Israeli military had earlier issued an evacuation notice for the site, saying that there were Hezbollah facilities there, without giving more details.
There were no immediate reports of casualties.

Beirut's airport has not been directly targeted in the war between Israel and Hezbollah, and national air carrier Middle East Airlines has continued to operate commercial flights.
___
For more Middle East news: https://apnews.com/hub/middle-east
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Cuba left reeling after Category 3 hurricane ravages island and knocks out power grid
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            Residents wade through a flooded street after the passing of Hurricane Rafael in Batabano, Cuba, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            People drive along a road littered with fallen power lines after the passing of Hurricane Rafael in San Antonio de los Banos, Cuba, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            Residents ride through a flooded street on a horse-drawn cart after Hurricane Rafael passed through Batano, Cuba, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            Madeleine Mur carries her dog through a flooded street after Hurricane Rafael passed through Batabano, Cuba, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            A man makes his way through trees brought down by Hurricane Rafael along the road leading to San Antonio de los Banos, Cuba, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            A youth plays in a flooded street after the passing of Hurricane Rafael in Batabano, Cuba, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            People at a bus stop shield themselves with cardboard amid wind and rain during the passage of Hurricane Rafael in Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            A Cuban flag shredded by the winds of Hurricane Rafael flies above the statue of General Calixto Garcia in Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            A man walks through the wind and rain brought by Hurricane Rafael in Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            Waves break on the beach during the passing of Hurricane Rafael in Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            Hurricane Rafael made landfall in Cuba on Wednesday as a powerful Category 3 hurricane, shortly after powerful winds knocked out the country's power grid. (AP/ Osvaldo Angulo and Ariel Fernandez)
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            Rafael has strengthened into a powerful Category 3 hurricane ahead of its expected landfall in Cuba. Forecasters warn that Rafael could bring "life-threatening" storm surges, winds and flash floods on western swathes of the island, after knocking out power and dumping rain on the Cayman Islands and Jamaica.
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HAVANA (AP) -- Cuba was left reeling Thursday after a fierce Category 3 hurricane ripped across the island, knocking out the country's power grid, downing trees and damaging infrastructure. No fatalities were immediately reported. 

Hurricane Rafael crossed a western portion of Cuba on Wednesday evening about 75 kilometers (45 miles) west of Havana, where Jose Ignacio Dimas returned home from his night shift as a security guard to find his apartment building in the historic center of the city had collapsed. 

"The entire front wall of the building fell," Jose Ignacio Dimas said in a tight voice as he scanned the damage early Thursday. Like many buildings in the capital, it was aging and lacked maintenance.

Some 50,000 people took shelter in Havana, with thousands more doing the same in regions south and just west of the capital since they lived in flood zones or in flimsy homes. The main road from Havana to the southern coastal city of Batabano was strewn with dozens of utility poles and wires.

Lazaro Guerra, electricity director for the Ministry of Energy and Mines, said power had been partially restored in the island's western region and that generation units were powering back up. But he warned that restoring power would be slow-going as crews took safety precautions.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

As Rafael plowed across Cuba on Wednesday evening it slowed to a Category 2 hurricane as it chugged into the Gulf of Mexico before heading toward Mexico, according to the National Hurricane Center in Miami.

Late Thursday morning, the hurricane was located about 200 miles (320 kilometers) west-northwest of Havana. It had maximum sustained winds of 100 mph (345 kph) and was moving west-northwest at 9 mph (15 kph).



Earlier in the week, Rafael brushed past Jamaica and battered the Cayman Islands, downing trees and power lines and unleashing heavy flooding in some areas.

Authorities in Jamaica are searching for a couple last seen inside a car that was swept away by floodwaters, police told Radio Jamaica News.

Thousands of customers in Jamaica and Little Cayman remained without power as crews worked to restore electricity after the storm. 

    



Rafael was expected to keep weakening as it spins over open waters and heads toward northern Mexico, although the hurricane center warned there was "above average uncertainty" in the storm's future track.

Meanwhile, many Cubans were left picking up the pieces from Wednesday night, after a rocky few weeks in the Caribbean nation. In October, the island was hit by a one-two punch. First, it was hit by island-wide blackouts stretching on for days, a product of the island's energy crisis. Shortly after, it was slapped by powerful hurricane that struck the eastern part of the island and killed at least six people.





The disasters have stoked discontent already simmering in Cuba amid an ongoing economic crisis, which has pushed many to migrate from Cuba.

Classes and public transport were suspended on parts of the island and authorities canceled flights in and out of Havana and Varadero. Thousands of people in the west of the island had been evacuated as a preventative measure.

    



Rafael is the 17th named storm of the season.


The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration predicted the 2024 hurricane season was likely to be well above average, with between 17 and 25 named storms. The forecast called for as many as 13 hurricanes and four major hurricanes.

An average Atlantic hurricane season produces 14 named storms, seven of them hurricanes and three major hurricanes.
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            Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu speaks at the opening of the 25th Knesset session marking the anniversary of the "Iron Swords" war, in Jerusalem, Monday, Oct. 28, 2024. (Debbie Hill/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, center, flanked by Defense Minister Yoav Gallant, second from left, attends at the opening of the 25th Knesset session marking the anniversary of the "Iron Swords" war, in Jerusalem, Monday, Oct. 28, 2024. (Debbie Hill/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, center, speaks to Defense Minister Yoav Gallant, left, at the opening of the 25th Knesset session marking the anniversary of the "Iron Swords" war, in Jerusalem, Monday, Oct. 28, 2024. (Debbie Hill/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- Israel's parliament passed a law early Thursday that would allow it to deport family members of Palestinian attackers, including the country's own citizens, to the war-ravaged Gaza Strip or other locations.
The law, which was championed by members of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's Likud party and his far-right allies, passed with a 61-41 vote. However, legal experts said that any attempt to implement the legislation would likely lead to it being struck down by Israeli courts.
The law would apply to Palestinian citizens of Israel and residents of annexed east Jerusalem who knew about their family members' attacks beforehand or who "express support or identification with the act of terrorism."
They would be deported, either to the Gaza Strip or another location, for a period of seven to 20 years. The Israel-Hamas war is still raging in Gaza, where tens of thousands have been killed and most of the population has been internally displaced, often multiple times.

    


It was unclear if the law would apply in the occupied West Bank, where Israel already has a long-standing policy of demolishing family homes of attackers, which critics decry as collective punishment. Palestinians have carried out scores of stabbing, shooting and car-ramming attacks against Israelis in recent years.




Oded Feller, a legal adviser to the Association for Civil Rights in Israel, dismissed the law as "populist nonsense." He said it was unlikely to be applied, because there is no legal way for the Interior Ministry to send an Israeli citizen to another country or to Gaza. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
His organization doesn't plan to challenge the law unless authorities try to enforce it, in which case he expects any court challenge to succeed.
Eran Shamir-Borer, a senior researcher at the Israel Democracy Institute and a former international law expert for the Israeli military, agreed that the law was likely to be struck down by the Supreme Court.

    


He said that if a resident of east Jerusalem was deported under the law, it could be seen by many in the international community as a violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention, because they view the area as occupied territory, although Israel does not. 
The deportation of an Israeli citizen could be seen not only as a violation of their constitutional rights under Israeli law, but also as a breach of their human rights under international law, he said. 
The law could also be seen as a form of collective punishment and as discriminatory, because it appears to only apply to Arab citizens and residents, and not to family members of Jews convicted under terrorism laws. 
"The bottom line is this is completely nonconstitutional and a clear conflict to Israel's core values," Shamir-Borer said.
Israel's national security minister, Itamar Ben-Gvir, a Jewish West Bank settler leader who was himself convicted of terrorism crimes as a political activist years ago, praised the new law, noting that a member of his Jewish Power party was among the sponsors. "Jewish Power is making history!" he wrote on X. 

    


Israel captured Gaza, the West Bank and east Jerusalem in the 1967 Middle East war -- territories the Palestinians want for their future state. It withdrew settlers and soldiers from Gaza in 2005, but has reoccupied parts of the territory since Hamas' attack on Oct. 7, 2023 triggered the war. 
Israel annexed east Jerusalem in a move not recognized by most of the international community. Palestinians there have permanent residency and are allowed to apply for citizenship, but most choose not to, and those who do face a series of obstacles.
Palestinians living in Israel make up around 20% of the country's population. They have citizenship and the right to vote but face widespread discrimination. Many also have close family ties to those in the territories and most sympathize with the Palestinian cause.
A second law that was passed Thursday allows minors between the ages of 12 and 14 to be sentenced to prison for murder or attempted murder under terrorism laws, though they must be held in a secure facility before being transferred to prison at age 14. 


    


Previously, minors of those ages were not allowed to be sentenced to prison, according to Adalah, a legal advocacy group. It claimed the law was motivated by "revenge" and said it would affect Palestinian citizens of Israel and residents of east Jerusalem. 
Palestinians in the occupied West Bank can already be sentenced from age 12 under Israeli military laws in the territory, Adalah said.
___
Lidman reported from Tel Aviv, Israel. Associated Press writer Tia Goldenberg in Tel Aviv, Israel, contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's war coverage at  https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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            The head of the U.N. agency caring for Palestinian refugees said Wednesday that newly passed Israeli laws effectively banning its activities in Israel will leave a vacuum that will cost more lives and create further instability in Gaza and the West Bank. (AP video by Baraa Anwer)
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            FILE - Commissioner-General of the U.N. agency for Palestinian Refugees Philippe Lazzarini speaks during a news conference in Beirut, Lebanon, May 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians look at the destruction after an Israeli strike on a school run by UNRWA, the U.N. agency helping Palestinian refugees, in Nuseirat, Gaza Strip, May 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana, File)
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                                        RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP) -- The head of the U.N. agency caring for Palestinian refugees said Wednesday that newly passed Israeli laws effectively banning its activities in Israel will leave a vacuum that will cost more lives and create further instability in Gaza and the West Bank.
Philippe Lazzarini, the commissioner-general of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency, or UNRWA, told The Associated Press in an exclusive interview -- the first since the laws were passed -- that the legislation is "ultimately against the Palestinians themselves," effectively denying them a functioning provider of lifesaving services, education and health care.
UNRWA has been the main agency procuring and distributing aid in the Gaza Strip, where almost the entire population of around 2.3 million Palestinians relies on the agency for survival amid Israel's nearly 13-month-old war with the militant Hamas group. 

    


Tens of thousands of displaced Palestinians are sheltering in UNRWA-run schools. Other aid groups say the agency's strong, decades-old infrastructure across Gaza is irreplaceable. So far, Israel has put forward no plan for getting food, medicine and other supplies to Gaza's population in UNRWA's absence. 




Israel alleges that Hamas and other militants have infiltrated UNRWA, using its facilities and taking aid -- claims for which it has provided little evidence. The laws, passed by parliament this week, sever all ties with UNRWA and ban its operations in Israel. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
And since the agency's operations in Gaza and the West Bank must go through Israeli authorities, the laws threaten to close its activities there as well. The laws are expected to come into effect in three months. 
If the Israeli decision is implemented "this would be a total disaster, it is like throwing (out) the baby with the water," Lazzarini told the AP, speaking in the Saudi capital, Riyadh, where he is attending a conference to discuss the Mideast conflict.

    


"This would create a vacuum. It would also feed more instability in the West Bank and Gaza," he said. "Having UNRWA ending its activities within the three months would also mean more people will die in Gaza." 
He said the agency is looking for "creative ways to keep our operation going." He appealed for support from the U.N. General Assembly and donors to keep providing services and called on Israel to rescind the decision or extend the three-month grace period. He said Israel has not officially communicated with the agency following the adoption of the laws.
For decades, UNRWA has operated networks of schools, medical facilities and other services around Gaza and the West Bank -- as well as in neighboring Lebanon, Syria and Jordan. In Gaza especially, it plays a major role in maintaining social services and the economy, as the territory's largest single employer and the source of education and health care for much of the population.
The laws threaten to shut down all those operations, impacting the education and welfare of hundreds of thousands of children well into the future, he said. 

    


"We have today 1 in 2 persons in Gaza below the age of 18, among them 650,000 girls and boys living in the rubble, deeply traumatized at the age of primary and secondary school," he said. "Getting rid of UNRWA is also a way to tell these children that you will have no future. We are just sacrificing your education. Education is the only thing which has never, ever been taken away from the Palestinians."
UNRWA was established to help the estimated 700,000 Palestinians who fled or were driven out of what is now Israel during the 1948 war surrounding Israel's creation. It now offers support to the refugees and their descendants, who number some 6 million around the region.
Lazzarini said the Israeli laws are the "culmination of years of attack against the agency." He said "the objective is to strip the Palestinian from refugee status."
Palestinians say they should be allowed to exercise the right generally recognized under international law for refugees to return to their home countries under certain conditions.

    


International legal experts have debated how that right applies to the Palestinian refugees. Israel says it does not and has refused their return, arguing it would end the country's Jewish majority. The issue has been a stumbling block in past Israeli-Palestinian negotiations.
In a letter to the U.N, Lazzarini said the Israeli laws and campaign against the agency "will not terminate the refugee status of the Palestinians, which exists independently of UNRWA's services, but will severely harm their lives and future." 
Israel claims hundreds of Palestinian militants work for UNRWA, without providing evidence, and that more than a dozen employees took part in Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023 attack on Israel that ignited the latest war. 
The U.N. has fired nine staffers after internal investigations found they may have participated in the attack. UNRWA has nearly 30,000 staff around the region, including 13,000 in Gaza, most of them Palestinians. Israel also says Hamas fighters operate in UNRWA schools and other facilities in Gaza -- and has hit many of them with airstrikes. 

    


UNRWA denies knowingly aiding armed groups and says it acts quickly to purge any suspected militants from its ranks. 
Lazzarini said Israel has not responded to inquiries from UNRWA for details about other allegations, including that the agency's premises are used by militant groups.. With the continued fighting, the agency has been unable to verify the claims, he said and called for an independent investigation. 
At least 237 UNRWA staff have been killed in the war in Gaza, a toll among U.N. staff not seen in any other conflict. Over 200 UNRWA facilities have been damaged or destroyed, killing more than 560 people sheltering there. 
Lazzarini spoke on the sidelines of the conference by the Global Alliance for a Two-State Solution, a Saudi government-created initiative attended by foreign ministers from Arab, Muslim, African and European countries. 
"If we want to be successful in any future political transition, we need an agency like UNRWA taking care of education and the primary health of the Palestinian refugees" until there is a viable functioning state or administration to do so, he said.
___
El Deeb reported from Beirut.
___

This story was first published on Oct. 31, 2024. It was updated on Nov. 7, 2024 to make clear that Israel disputes that the right of return for refugees, generally recognized under international law, applies to Palestinian refugees.
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            For the second year in a row, Earth will almost certainly be the hottest it's ever been, according to the European climate agency Copernicus.
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            FILE - A volunteer pours water to cool a man off during a hot day in Karachi, Pakistan, May 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Fareed Khan, File)
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            FILE - A woman, center, weeps as patients of heatstroke receive treatment at a hospital in Karachi, Pakistan, June 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Fareed Khan, File)
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            FILE - Counselor Izzy Kellar, of Dayton, Ohio, fills up her campers' water bottles, June 20, 2024, at YMCA Camp Kern in Oregonia, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)
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            FILE - A tourist shelters from the sun by a fountain in front of the Sforzesco Castle in Milan, Italy, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno, File)
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            FILE - A man fills containers with water due to the shortage caused by high temperatures and drought in Veracruz, Mexico, on June 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Felix Marquez, File)
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            FILE - Ricky Leath, an outreach specialist with the City of Miami, talks with Bei Zhao, right, as he works with the Miami-Dade County Homeless Trust to distribute bottles of water and other supplies to the homeless population, helping them manage high temperatures, May 15, 2024, in Miami. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky, File)
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            FILE - Firefighter Geo Mulongo, center, finishes his water while taking a break during the Line Fire in Highland, Calif., Sept. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)
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            FILE - Tourists with an umbrella walk in front of the Parthenon at the ancient Acropolis in central Athens, June 12, 2024. June 2024 was the hottest June on record, according to Europe's Copernicus climate service on Monday, July 8. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris, File)
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        European climate agency says this will likely be the hottest year on record -- again
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                                    For the second year in a row, Earth will almost certainly be the hottest it's ever been, according to the European climate agency Copernicus.
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            FILE - A volunteer pours water to cool a man off during a hot day in Karachi, Pakistan, May 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Fareed Khan, File)
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            FILE - A woman, center, weeps as patients of heatstroke receive treatment at a hospital in Karachi, Pakistan, June 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Fareed Khan, File)
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            FILE - Counselor Izzy Kellar, of Dayton, Ohio, fills up her campers' water bottles, June 20, 2024, at YMCA Camp Kern in Oregonia, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)
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            FILE - A tourist shelters from the sun by a fountain in front of the Sforzesco Castle in Milan, Italy, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno, File)
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            FILE - A man fills containers with water due to the shortage caused by high temperatures and drought in Veracruz, Mexico, on June 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Felix Marquez, File)
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            FILE - Ricky Leath, an outreach specialist with the City of Miami, talks with Bei Zhao, right, as he works with the Miami-Dade County Homeless Trust to distribute bottles of water and other supplies to the homeless population, helping them manage high temperatures, May 15, 2024, in Miami. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky, File)
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            FILE - Firefighter Geo Mulongo, center, finishes his water while taking a break during the Line Fire in Highland, Calif., Sept. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)
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            FILE - Tourists with an umbrella walk in front of the Parthenon at the ancient Acropolis in central Athens, June 12, 2024. June 2024 was the hottest June on record, according to Europe's Copernicus climate service on Monday, July 8. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris, File)
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                                        CHICAGO (AP) -- For the second year in a row, Earth will almost certainly be the hottest it's ever been. And for the first time, the globe this year reached more than 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) of warming compared to the pre-industrial average, the European climate agency Copernicus said Thursday. 
"It's this relentless nature of the warming that I think is worrying," said Carlo Buontempo, director of Copernicus. 
Buontempo said the data clearly shows the planet would not see such a long sequence of record-breaking temperatures without the constant increase of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere driving global warming.
He cited other factors that contribute to exceptionally warm years like last year and this one. They include El Nino -- the temporary warming of parts of the Pacific that changes weather worldwide -- as well as volcanic eruptions that spew water vapor into the air and variations in energy from the sun. But he and other scientists say the long-term increase in temperatures beyond fluctuations like El Nino is a bad sign.

    


"A very strong El Nino event is a sneak peek into what the new normal will be about a decade from now," said Zeke Hausfather, a research scientist with the nonprofit Berkeley Earth.




News of a likely second year of record heat comes a day after U.S. Republican Donald Trump, who has called climate change a "hoax" and promised to boost oil drilling and production, was reelected to the presidency. It also comes days before the next U.N. climate conference, called COP29, is set to begin in Azerbaijan. Talks are expected to focus on how to generate trillions of dollars to help the world transition to clean energies like wind and solar and avoid more warming. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Also on Thursday, a report released by the United Nations Environment Programme called for increased funds to adapt to global heating and its consequences. It found that the $28 billion spent worldwide to adapt to climate change in 2022 -- the latest year the data is available -- is an all time high. But it's still far short of the estimated $187 to $359 billion needed every year to deal with the heat, floods, droughts and storms exacerbated by climate change.

    


"Earth's ablaze," said U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres in a pre-recorded statement marking the report's release. "Humanity's torching the planet and paying the price" with the vulnerable most affected, he said.
"Frankly, there is no excuse for the world not to get serious about adaptation," said UNEP's director Inger Andersen. "We need well-financed and effective adaptation that incorporates fairness and equity."
Buontempo pointed out that going over the 1.5 degree Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) threshold of warming for a single year is different than the goal adopted in the 2015 Paris Agreement. That goal was meant to try to cap warming at 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) since pre-industrial times on average, over 20 or 30 years. 
A United Nations report this year said that since the mid-1800s on average, the world has already heated up 1.3 degrees Celsius (2.3 degrees Fahrenheit) -- up from previous estimates of 1.1 degrees (2 degrees Fahrenheit) or 1.2 degrees (2.2 degrees Fahrenheit). That's of concern because the U.N. says the greenhouse gas emission reduction goals of the world's nations still aren't nearly ambitious enough to keep the 1.5 degree Celsius target on track.

    


The target was chosen to try to stave off the worst effects of climate change on humanity, including extreme weather. "The heat waves, storm damage, and droughts that we are experiencing now are just the tip of the iceberg," said Natalie Mahowald, chair of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences at Cornell University.
Going over that number in 2024 doesn't mean the overall trend line of global warming has, but "in the absence of concerted action, it soon will," said University of Pennsylvania climate scientist Michael Mann. 
Stanford University climate scientist Rob Jackson put it in starker terms. "I think we have missed the 1.5 degree window," said Jackson, who chairs the Global Carbon Project, a group of scientists who track countries' carbon dioxide emissions. "There's too much warming."

    


Indiana state climatologist Beth Hall said she isn't surprised by the latest report from Copernicus, but emphasized that people should remember climate is a global issue beyond their local experiences with changing weather. "We tend to be siloed in our own individual world," she said. Reports like this one "are taking into account lots and lots of locations that aren't in our backyard."
Buontempo stressed the importance of global observations, bolstered by international cooperation, that allow scientists to have confidence in the new report's finding: Copernicus gets its results from billions of measurements from satellites, ships, aircraft and weather stations around the world.

    


He said that going over the 1.5 degree Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) benchmark this year is "psychologically important" as nations make decisions internally and approach negotiations at the annual U.N. climate change summit Nov. 11-22 in Azerbaijan. 
"The decision, clearly, is ours. It's of each and every one of us. And it's the decision of our society and our policymakers as a consequence of that," he said. "But I believe these decisions are better made if they are based on evidence and facts."
___
Associated Press reporters Seth Borenstein in Washington and Sibi Arasu in Bengaluru, India contributed to this report.
___
Follow Melina Walling on X, formerly Twitter: @MelinaWalling.
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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                    FILE - In this photo reviewed by U.S. military officials, the control tower of Camp VI detention facility is seen on April 17, 2019, in Guantanamo Bay Naval Base, Cuba. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A military judge has ruled that plea agreements struck by alleged Sept. 11 mastermind Khalid Sheikh Mohammed and two co-defendants are valid, voiding an order by Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin to throw out the deals, a government official said.
The official spoke on condition of anonymity Wednesday because the order by the judge, Air Force Col. Matthew McCall, has not yet been posted publicly or officially announced.
Unless government prosecutors or others attempt to challenge the plea deals again, McCall's ruling means that the three 9/11 defendants before long could enter guilty pleas in the U.S. military courtroom at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, taking a dramatic step toward wrapping up the long-running and legally troubled government prosecution in one of the deadliest attacks on the United States. 
The plea agreements would spare Mohammed and two co-defendants, Walid bin Attash and Mustafa al-Hawsawi, the risk of the death penalty in exchange for the guilty pleas.

    


Government prosecutors had negotiated the deals with defense attorneys under government auspices, and the top official for the military commission at the Guantanamo Bay naval base had approved the agreements.




The plea deals in the Sept. 11, 2001, al-Qaida attacks that killed nearly 3,000 people spurred immediate political blowback by Republican lawmakers and others after they were made public this summer. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Within days, Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin issued a brief order saying he was nullifying them. Plea bargains in possible death penalty cases tied to one of the gravest crimes ever carried out on U.S. soil were a momentous step that should only be decided by the defense secretary, Austin said at the time.
The agreements, and Austin's attempt to reverse them, have made for one of the most fraught episodes in a U.S. prosecution marked by delays and legal difficulties. That includes years of ongoing pretrial hearings to determine the admissibility of statements by the defendants given their years of torture in CIA custody.

    


The Pentagon is reviewing the judge's decision and had no immediate further comment, said Maj. Gen. Pat Ryder, Pentagon press secretary.
Lawdragon, a legal news site that long has covered the courtroom proceedings from Guantanamo, and The New York Times first reported the ruling.
Military officials have yet to post the judge's decision on the Guantanamo military commission's online site. But Lawdragon said McCall's 29-page ruling concludes that Austin lacked the legal authority to toss out the plea deals, and acted too late, after Guantanamo's top official already had approved the deals.
Abiding by Austin's order would give defense secretaries "absolute veto power" over any act they disagree with, which would be contrary to the independence of the presiding official over the Guantanamo trials, the law blog quotes McCall as saying in the ruling.
While families of some of the victims and others are adamant that the 9/11 prosecutions continue until trial and possible death sentences, legal experts say it's not clear that could ever happen. If the 9/11 cases ever clear the hurdles of trial, verdicts and sentencings, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit would likely hear many of the issues in the course of any death penalty appeals.

The issues include the CIA destruction of videos of interrogations, whether Austin's plea deal reversal constituted unlawful interference and whether the torture of the men tainted subsequent interrogations by "clean teams" of FBI agents that did not involve violence.

    


___
AP writer Lolita C. Baldor contributed to this report.
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            Trade and Taiwan are among the issues predicted to bring friction to the relationship between Chinese leadership and the President-elect Donald Trump's administration. The AP's Simina Mistreanu explains. (AP video shot by Taijing Wu)
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            FILE - In this Saturday, June 29, 2019, file photo, U.S. President Donald Trump, left, meets with Chinese President Xi Jinping during a meeting on the sidelines of the G-20 summit in Osaka, Japan.(AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)
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            Chinese state media news broadcast reports on the result of the U.S. presidential election in Beijing, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            Chinese men hand out national flags during national day holidays near a Huawei pop up store in Beijing, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            FILE - This photo shows the logo of TSMC (Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Company) during the Taiwan Innotech Expo at the World Trade Center in Taipei, Taiwan, Oct. 14, 2022. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying, File)
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            Pedestrians and cyclists wait to cross a traffic junction near a advertisement for iPhones in Beijing, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            FILE - This photo shows the logo of TSMC (Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Company) during the Taiwan Innotech Expo at the World Trade Center in Taipei, Taiwan, Oct. 14, 2022. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying, File)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) -- The first time China faced Donald Trump in the White House, there was a trade war, a breach of protocol involving Taiwan's former leader, and a president-to-president bromance that turned sour.
As President-elect Trump prepares to start his second term in office, China is bracing for unpredictability in its ties with the United States and renewed tensions over trade, technology and Taiwan.
A new tariff war looms
Perhaps the biggest consequence for China -- if Trump stays true to his campaign promises -- is his threat to slap blanket 60% tariffs on all Chinese exports to the U.S. 
Tariffs like that would be a blow to China's already unstable economy, which is suffering from high youth unemployment, a lengthy property slump and government debt. A 60% duty on Chinese imports could shave off 2.5 percentage points, or about half, of China's projected economic growth, according to an analysis published earlier this year by UBS.

    


During Trump's previous term in office, the U.S. imposed tariffs on more than $360 billion of Chinese products. That brought Beijing to the negotiating table, and in 2020 the two sides signed a trade deal in which China committed to improve intellectual property rights and buy an extra $200 billion of American goods. A research group a couple of years later showed China had bought essentially none of the goods it had promised. 




President Joe Biden retained most of those tariffs and added fresh duties this year on imports including steel, solar cells and electric vehicles. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Like last time, tariffs could serve as a tool to force Beijing back to the negotiating table, said Henry Gao, a law professor at Singapore Management University who focuses on international trade.
"Given the weak economic position of China this time, I think there will be more willingness to talk," he said. "Thus, while the tariff might have some short-term effects on the Chinese economy, the situation might improve once they reach a deal."

    


Factoring into the trade talks could be Trump's appeals to Chinese President Xi Jinping to help negotiate a resolution to the Ukraine war, which Trump has boasted he'll be able to do quickly, without saying how. 
Trump previously sought Xi's help in dealing with North Korea's rogue leader Kim Jong Un. That dynamic could repeat itself, with Trump weighing trade grievances against seeking China's support in global crises, according to Wang Huiyao, founder of the Beijing-based think tank Center for China and Globalization.
"China is the largest trading partner of both Russia and Ukraine," Wang wrote in a recent commentary. "These close economic ties give China a unique opportunity to play a greater role in peace-making efforts."
Willing to go 'crazy' over Taiwan
There is one scenario in which Trump has threatened to impose even higher tariffs -- 150% to 200% -- on Chinese goods: if China invades Taiwan, a self-ruled democracy that Beijing claims as its own.
The U.S. does not recognize Taiwan as a country, but is its strongest backer and biggest arms provider. 
Trump angered Beijing in December 2016 by taking a congratulatory call from Taiwan's then-president Tsai Ing-wen in a breach of diplomatic protocol. No U.S. president had spoken directly to a Taiwanese leader since Washington and Beijing established ties in 1979. 

    


Trump's move created anxiety in China-watching circles, but ultimately, he stuck to supporting the status quo in relations between Taipei and Beijing.

    
    What to know about the 2024 election:

	The latest: Kamala Harris urged supporters to accept her election loss in her concession speech Wednesday, encouraging a focus on the future.
	Balance of power: Republicans won control of the U.S. Senate, giving the GOP a major power center in Washington. Control over the House of Representatives is still up for grabs.
	AP VoteCast: Anxiety over the economy and a desire for change returned Trump to the White House. AP journalists break down the voter data.
	Voto a voto: Sigue la cobertura de AP en espanol de las elecciones en EEUU.

News outlets globally count on the AP for accurate U.S. election results. Since 1848, the AP has been calling races up and down the ballot. Support us. Donate to the AP.



    


China expects him to continue to do so, said Zhu Feng, dean of the School of International Relations at Nanjing University. 
"Will (he) want to turn to support Taiwan independence? It is unlikely," he said. 
As for China's repeated threats to annex Taiwan, Trump told The Wall Street Journal last month that he would not have to use military force to prevent a blockade of Taiwan because Xi "respects me and he knows I'm (expletive) crazy."
On the campaign trail, Trump sometimes talked up his personal connection with Xi, which started exuberantly during his first term but soured over disputes about trade and the origins of the COVID-19 pandemic.

    


But Trump has also said that Taiwan should pay the U.S. for defending it against China, likening the relationship to insurance. Taiwan spends about 2.5% of its GDP on defense, and purchased hundreds of millions of dollars' worth of U.S. weapons this year.
In a congratulatory message to Trump after his victory, Xi called for the U.S. and China to manage their differences and get along in a new era, according to Chinese state media. History has shown that both sides gain from cooperation and lose from confrontation, Xi said.
Trump has purposely maintained a sense of uncertainty in his relationship with China, said Da Wei, director of the Center for International Security and Strategy at Tsinghua University in Beijing.
"We are clear about the challenges," he said. "As for opportunities, we are yet to see them clearly."

    


Disputes over chips
During his first term, Trump began targeting Chinese technology firms over security concerns, focusing on large companies like the telecoms giant Huawei. Biden continued in that direction by placing curbs on China's access to advanced semiconductors, which are needed to develop strategic industries such as artificial intelligence.
But Trump has criticized Biden's CHIPS and Science Act, a bipartisan bill that earmarked $53 billion to build up domestic manufacturing of semiconductors. Currently, Taiwan produces nearly 90% of the world's supply of the most advanced chips.
The island's largest semiconductor manufacturer, TSMC, expanded production in Arizona, partly to respond to the CHIPS Act, and to be prepared to withstand any other protectionist policies in the U.S., said Shihoko Goto, director of the Indo-Pacific Program at the Wilson Center.
Trump has promised to do away with the CHIPS Act, though critics say that would undermine his campaign to reindustrialize the U.S. The president-elect has also accused Taiwan of "stealing" the chip industry from the U.S. decades ago.

"Rather than providing a silicon shield, Taiwan's dominance in the chip industry could actually be the source of tension between Taipei and Trump, as Taiwan's successes in the chip sector may be seen as having only been possible as a result of the United States being taken advantage of," Goto said.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/trump-china-tariffs-taiwan-foreign-policy-7351ce1069654f1c1aefb560b36dcc17
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            The leaders of Australia, New Zealand and Japan all congratulated U.S. President-elect Donald Trump on his election victory, with some speaking to Trump in phone calls following the results. South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol meanwhile said he had spoken to Trump on the phone to discuss North Korean "provocations."
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            American and Ukrainian flags placed in honour of fallen servicemen flutter in the wind in front of statue in central square, in Kyiv, Ukraine, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Alex Babenko)
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            U.S. Ambassador to China Nicholas Burns watches with other attendees as voting results are displayed on screen at a reception for the U.S. presidential election held at the U.S. Embassy in Beijing, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            A screens shows live footage of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speech during a news program in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            Steve Baker, left, Claudine Earley and their dog Louis watch a television broadcast during a U.S. election viewing party at Mean Doses bar in Wellington, New Zealand on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Charlotte Graham-McLay)
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            Pakistanis watch news channels broadcasting results of U.S. presidential elections, at a shop in Karachi, Pakistan, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Fareed Khan)
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            A MIT Sim company broker watches monitors showing graphics of the stock market, in Milan, Italy, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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            A screen shows live footage of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speech during a news program in Nairobi, Kenya, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)
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            Indian people watch results of U.S. elections on a television in Guwahati, India, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            A man checks his smartphone in a cafe as a television screen shows Donald Trump,Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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            Pedestrians stand at the crossing in front the Rossiya Segodnya International Media Group building with a running news line about the U.S. elections, top, in Moscow, Russia, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Pavel Bednyakov)
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            A speech by Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump is broadcast live on a monitor in the trading hall of Deutsche Borse in Frankfurt, Germany, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (Boris Roessler/dpa via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            13 of 14 | 
            Republican and Democratic Party pins are displayed at a venue as guests watch a television broadcast of U.S. elections in Hong Kong, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 14 | 
            Pedestrians pass a digital screen showing news headlines about the U.S. election, in Leicester Square, in London, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            American and Ukrainian flags placed in honour of fallen servicemen flutter in the wind in front of statue in central square, in Kyiv, Ukraine, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Alex Babenko)
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            U.S. Ambassador to China Nicholas Burns watches with other attendees as voting results are displayed on screen at a reception for the U.S. presidential election held at the U.S. Embassy in Beijing, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            Steve Baker, left, Claudine Earley and their dog Louis watch a television broadcast during a U.S. election viewing party at Mean Doses bar in Wellington, New Zealand on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Charlotte Graham-McLay)
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            A MIT Sim company broker watches monitors showing graphics of the stock market, in Milan, Italy, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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            A man checks his smartphone in a cafe as a television screen shows Donald Trump,Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


LONDON (AP) -- The verdict of U.S. voters was more decisive than most pollsters and pundits had predicted. Now the world waits to see whether the election of Donald Trump as president for a second time will prove as destabilizing as many American allies fear.
Trump secured victory Wednesday when he surpassed the 270 electoral college votes needed to win. In a victory speech before the official declaration, he vowed to "put our country first" and bring about a "golden age" for America.
Trump's first term saw him insult and alienate many of the United States' longstanding allies. His return to the White House, four years after losing office to President Joe Biden, has huge consequences for everything from global trade to climate change to multiple crises and conflicts around the world. 
Trump has pledged to ramp up a tariff feud with China, the United States' growing economic and strategic rival. In the Middle East, Trump has pledged, without saying how, to end the conflicts between Israel, Hamas and Hezbollah. He has also vowed to end the Russia-Ukraine war within 24 hours of taking office - something Ukraine and its supporters fear would be on terms favorable to Moscow.

    


Here's how leaders and others around the world are reacting:

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
NATO is nervous and Ukraine is anxious




NATO Secretary-General Mark Rutte congratulated Trump, saying, "I look forward to working with him again to advance peace through strength through NATO" in the face of "a growing number of challenges globally," including "the increasing alignment of China, Russia, North Korea and Iran."
Trump was a strong critic of the North Atlantic military alliance during his first term, accusing its other members of failing to pull their weight. Earlier this year he said the United States would not defend NATO members that don't meet defense spending targets. Trump wants European allies to boost their own military spending to rely less on U.S. deterrence, but some European leaders and diplomats have expressed fears that he fundamentally lacks commitment to NATO.

    


Rutte emphasized the positive, praising Trump for his work persuading member states to ramp up defense spending and saying NATO was now "stronger, larger, and more united."
America's allies are -- belatedly, some say -- grappling with what to do if they cannot depend on the U.S. for their defense.
"The existential concern for Europeans has been what happens to Ukraine, what happens to Europe's security, what happens to America's commitment to NATO?" said Leslie Vinjamuri, director of the U.S. and Americas program at the think tank Chatham House. "Will America be there for Europe?"
The U.S. is by far Kyiv's biggest military backer as it battles Russian invasion, though the Biden administration resisted pressure from President Volodymyr Zelenskyy to do even more. Zelenskyy, like Rutte, said he welcomed Trump's "peace through strength" approach.
"This is exactly the principle that can practically bring just peace in Ukraine closer," Zelenskyy wrote on social media. "I am hopeful that we will put it into action together. We look forward to an era of a strong United States of America under President Trump's decisive leadership."

    


Zelenskyy later wrote that he had spoken to Trump and congratulated him on "his historic landslide victory--his tremendous campaign made this result possible. I praised his family and team for their great work. We agreed to maintain close dialogue and advance our cooperation."

    
    What to know about the 2024 election:

	The latest: Kamala Harris urged supporters to accept her election loss in her concession speech Wednesday, encouraging a focus on the future.
	Balance of power: Republicans won control of the U.S. Senate, giving the GOP a major power center in Washington. Control over the House of Representatives is still up for grabs.
	AP VoteCast: Anxiety over the economy and a desire for change returned Trump to the White House. AP journalists break down the voter data.
	Voto a voto: Sigue la cobertura de AP en espanol de las elecciones en EEUU.

News outlets globally count on the AP for accurate U.S. election results. Since 1848, the AP has been calling races up and down the ballot. Support us. Donate to the AP.



    


No congratulations were forthcoming from Moscow, where President Vladimir Putin's spokesman, Dmitry Peskov, declared that Russia-U.S. relations were at the "lowest point in history."
European congratulations mask deep divisions
European leaders rushed to congratulate Trump even before his victory was officially declared -- some more effusively than others.
British Prime Minister Keir Starmer called it a "historic election victory" and said that "as the closest of allies, the U.K. and U.S. will continue to work together to protect our shared values of freedom and democracy."
Like governments of U.S. allies around the world, Starmer's center-left administration has worked hard to forge ties with Trump and his team. Starmer had dinner with Trump at Trump Tower in September.

    


France's centrist President Emmanuel Macron offered congratulations, "respect and ambition." Social Democratic German Chancellor Olaf Scholz congratulated Trump and said he wanted continued close ties, even if "surely many things will be different under a Donald Trump-led administration."
Italian Premier Giorgia Meloni, whose far right-led government is in some ways close to Trump politically, said Italy and the U.S. had a "strategic bond, which I am sure we will now strengthen even more."
European leaders are keen to stress that the transatlantic relationship transcends individual politicians, but Trump's protectionist economic leanings are causing concern. During his last term he slapped tariffs on European steel and aluminum, roiling the bloc's economy.

    


European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen stressed that the EU and the U.S. "are bound by a true partnership between our people, uniting 800 million citizens. Let us work together on a transatlantic partnership that continues to deliver for our citizens."
Europe's populist politicians, meanwhile, welcomed the victory of a kindred spirit.
"They threatened him with prison, they took his property, they wanted to kill him ... and he still won," said Hungary's nationalist Prime Minister Viktor Orban, who will hold a summit in Budapest for some 50 European leaders on Thursday.
A Middle East in turmoil awaits Trump's moves
During his first term, Trump pushed to remake the Middle East by reconciling Israel and Saudi Arabia, and all eyes now are on how he intervenes in the region's raging conflicts between Israel and Hamas in Gaza and Israel and Hezbollah in Lebanon -- and the chief backer of the two militant groups, Iran.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu called Trump's election win "history's greatest comeback."
"Your historic return to the White House offers a new beginning for America and a powerful recommitment to the great alliance between Israel and America. This is a huge victory!" he wrote on social media.
Trump and Netanyahu -- a fellow conservative nationalist -- had a tight relationship during the former president's first term, but the ties soured when Netanyahu congratulated President Joe Biden on winning in 2020.
Netanyahu's inner circle hopes Trump will allow Israel free rein against its enemies, but the president-elect is famously unpredictable, and the Israeli leader faces strong opposition at home. On Tuesday he fired popular Defense Minister Yoav Gallant, a surprise announcement that sparked protests across the country.
Hamas issued a terse statement saying, "Our position on the new U.S. administration depends on its positions and practical behavior towards our Palestinian people, their legitimate rights and their just cause."
Washington is one of the key mediators of so-far unsuccessful Gaza cease-fire talks. Egyptian President Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi, another key player in regional peace efforts who had close ties to Trump during his first administration, said Egypt looked forward "to arriving together at achieving peace and preservation of stability in the region."
Other African leaders, including South African President Cyril Ramaphosa and Nigerian President Bola Tinubu, also sent congratulations.
The challenge of China still looms
Chinese leader Xi Jinping called for the U.S. and China to manage their differences and get along in a new era in a congratulatory message to Trump.
He told Trump that history has shown that both sides gain from cooperation and lose from confrontation, according to Chinese state media.
But analysts in China were pessimistic, citing the likelihood of escalating tariffs and an intensifying confrontation over Taiwan.
"It is not all dark, but there are more challenges than opportunities," said Da Wei, director of the Center for International Security and Strategy at Tsinghua University in Beijing. "We are clear about the challenges. As for opportunities, we are yet to see them clearly."
Long-seething territorial disputes in the South China Sea are a fault line in the U.S.-China rivalry in Asia and likely will remain a major foreign policy concern for the next American president.
Asian leaders apprehensive about China's growing clout and North Korea's nuclear program, clamored for Trump's attention in congratulatory messages.
"I hope to closely cooperate with President-elect Trump to further elevate Japan-U.S. alliance and relations to even higher levels," Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba said. South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol said the Korea-U.S. alliance "will shine brighter," under Trump's "strong leadership."
But Phillips O'Brien, professor of strategic studies at the University of St. Andrews, said Washington's allies in the Indo-Pacific, including Japan, South Korea, Taiwan and even Australia, "can no longer look for the U.S.A. to be a reliable partner in defense."
Neighbors hope for good relations
The United States' neighbors in the Americas, some of whom bore the impact of Trump's protectionist instincts during his first term, also braced for uncertainty.
Mexico's President Claudia Sheinbaum told Mexicans "there is no reason to worry," despite Trump's previous threats to impose trade tariffs on Mexican products unless the country does more to stem the flow of migrants and drugs to the U.S.

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau -- previously derided by Trump as "weak" and "dishonest" -- wrote on X: "The friendship between Canada and the U.S. is the envy of the world. I know President Trump and I will work together to create more opportunity, prosperity, and security for both of our nations."
Brazil's left-leaning President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva congratulated Trump -- despite having endorsed Kamala Harris days ago.
"Democracy is the voice of the people and must always be respected," Lula said on X.
___
Associated Press writers around the world contributed to this story.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/us-election-trump-global-reaction-7f7d4c5f6b84f263d7c49bb4978ab418



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Trump's second term could realign US diplomacy toward authoritarian leaders | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Trump's second term could realign US diplomacy toward authoritarian leaders

    Trump's second term could realign US diplomacy toward authoritarian leaders

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 9 | 
            FILE - President Donald Trump welcomes Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban to the White House in Washington, May 13, 2019. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 9 | 
            FILE - Slovakia's Prime Minister Robert Fico, right, talks to Hungary's Prime Minister Viktor Orban during a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, on Feb. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert, File)
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            FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban enter a hall to attend a joint news conference following their talks in the Kremlin in Moscow, Russia, on July 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)
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            FILE - In this June 28, 2019, file photo, President Donald Trump, right, shakes hands with Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, during a bilateral meeting on the sidelines of the G-20 summit in Osaka, Japan. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)
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            FIL E- Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi shake hands during their meeting on the sidelines of BRICS Summit at Kazan Kremlin in Kazan, Russia, on Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, Pool, File)
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            FILE - Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, left, and Russian President Vladimir Putin attend a family photo ceremony prior to the BRICS Summit plenary session in Kazan, Russia, on Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, Pool, File)
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            FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan shake hands as they pose for photos during a meeting on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization summit in Astana, Kazakhstan, on July 3, 2024. (Sergey Guneyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            FILE - Argentina's President Javier Milei speaks during the Conservative Political Action Conference, CPAC 2024, at the National Harbor, in Oxon Hill, Md., on Feb. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)
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            FILE - Slovakia's Prime Minister Robert Fico and Hungary's Prime Minister Viktor Orban shake hands after a press conference at the Carmelite Monastery in Budapest, Hungary, on Jan. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos, GILE)
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            FILE - Slovakia's Prime Minister Robert Fico, right, talks to Hungary's Prime Minister Viktor Orban during a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, on Feb. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert, File)
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            FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban enter a hall to attend a joint news conference following their talks in the Kremlin in Moscow, Russia, on July 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)
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            FILE - In this June 28, 2019, file photo, President Donald Trump, right, shakes hands with Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, during a bilateral meeting on the sidelines of the G-20 summit in Osaka, Japan. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)
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            FIL E- Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi shake hands during their meeting on the sidelines of BRICS Summit at Kazan Kremlin in Kazan, Russia, on Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, Pool, File)
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            FILE - Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, left, and Russian President Vladimir Putin attend a family photo ceremony prior to the BRICS Summit plenary session in Kazan, Russia, on Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, Pool, File)
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            FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan shake hands as they pose for photos during a meeting on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization summit in Astana, Kazakhstan, on July 3, 2024. (Sergey Guneyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            FILE - Argentina's President Javier Milei speaks during the Conservative Political Action Conference, CPAC 2024, at the National Harbor, in Oxon Hill, Md., on Feb. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)
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            FILE - Slovakia's Prime Minister Robert Fico and Hungary's Prime Minister Viktor Orban shake hands after a press conference at the Carmelite Monastery in Budapest, Hungary, on Jan. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos, GILE)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


BUDAPEST, Hungary (AP) -- Hungary's fiery, right-wing leader says Donald Trump's victory will help his own battle against immigration and multiculturalism and restore traditional family values.
In Argentina, a president who once bear-hugged Trump at a political conference in Maryland is attacking his critics as rats and parasites, ranting against what he calls a corrupt elite and calling climate change "a socialist lie." 
Trump's second term could realign U.S. diplomacy away from traditional international alliances and more toward populist, authoritarian politicians, according to both those leaders and outside observers. 

    


Prime Minister Viktor Orban of Hungary
Two days before Tuesday's election, Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban made a daring prediction. 
"Donald Trump will be president again, and that means by the end of the year, pro-peace political forces will be in the majority in the West," Orban told state radio. 
Orban has been accused by the European Union of burying Hungary's democracy by dominating media and building a network of loyal oligarchs. He has worried foreign leaders by drawing closer to Russian President Vladimir Putin. 
What Orban calls "illiberal democracy" has stigmatized civil-society organizations and cracked down on LGBTQ+ rights. It favors retaining power even if that means contravening traditional Hungarian allies' interests. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
President Vladimir Putin of Russia
Trump has avoided publicly criticizing Putin and has consistently spoken warmly about him. 
"There is clearly that sort of authoritarian-minded chemistry," between them, said Nigel Gould-Davies of the International Institute of Strategic Studies in London. 
That chemistry aligns with Trump's admiration for other authoritarian leaders, some of whom were elected by systems that were once democratic, Gould-Davies said, noting Hungary under Orban as an example.
Trump has claimed that he will bring an end to Russia's war in Ukraine "within 24 hours," an assertion welcomed by the Kremlin, which currently holds an advantage on the battlefield as well as roughly 20% of Ukrainian territory.

    


Moscow may hope that Trump will sow dysfunction in NATO given his demands that other members of the alliance meet agreed military spending levels, and his warnings that Russia could "do whatever the hell they want" to those who fail.
Gould-Davies observed before the election that the Kremlin would welcome Trump's victory because of his apparent desire for the war in Ukraine to end on terms favorable to Russia. Putin and other authoritarian leaders will be encouraged by Trump's reelection, which will mean "much less emphasis in American foreign policy on the importance and value of human rights," Gould-Davies said.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi of India
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi is one of his country's both beloved and polarizing political leaders. Under Modi, Hindu nationalism -- once a fringe ideology in India -- has become mainstream, and nobody has done more to advance this cause than the 74-year-old leader. 
Some critics believe Modi's politics have divided India, especially along religious lines. He was accused of using hate speech against the country's minority Muslim community, especially in the last phase of election campaigning this year when he ramped up rhetoric against them. 

    


To his supporters, Modi is a political outsider who broke the country's history of dynastic politics. His rise has been boosted in part by promises to overhaul India's economy, but also by Hindu-first politics that have resonated widely in a country where 80% of the population is Hindu. 
To his critics, Modi has strained democracy and threatened India's secular fabric, while his attacks on media and free speech have grown in more than a decade of his rule. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 election:

	The latest: Kamala Harris urged supporters to accept her election loss in her concession speech Wednesday, encouraging a focus on the future.
	Balance of power: Republicans won control of the U.S. Senate, giving the GOP a major power center in Washington. Control over the House of Representatives is still up for grabs.
	AP VoteCast: Anxiety over the economy and a desire for change returned Trump to the White House. AP journalists break down the voter data.
	Voto a voto: Sigue la cobertura de AP en espanol de las elecciones en EEUU.

News outlets globally count on the AP for accurate U.S. election results. Since 1848, the AP has been calling races up and down the ballot. Support us. Donate to the AP.



    


President Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey
Like Trump, Erdogan projects an image of strength that prioritizes national interests and relies on populist messages that present him as a champion of common people against elites.
The Biden administration has kept Erdogan's government at arms' length, but Trump and Erdogan have cultivated a cordial relationship. That's despite a series of differences between their countries, like when the Trump administration removed Turkey from the F-35 fighter jet program in 2019 over Ankara's purchase of a Russian-made missile defense system.

    


President Javier Milei of Argentina
The president of Argentina has a brash style like Trump, rebukes multilateral institutions like the United Nations and has taken a disdainful approach to diplomacy, snubbing meetings with the leaders of traditional allies like Brazil and Spain. 
For many observers, the most worrying parallel involves Milei's claims that last year's presidential election in Argentina was rigged against him. That, along with his efforts to downplay the atrocities of Argentina's 1976-1983 bloody military dictatorship has raised concerns about his impact on democracy.
Milei congratulated Trump on his election victory Wednesday by posting an image on Instagram of the two men hugging in front of their nations' flags.

    


"You know you can count on Argentina to carry out your task," the caption reads. "Now, Make America Great Again."
Analysts say his cash-strapped government -- badly in need of support from the U.S., the largest stakeholder in the International Monetary Fund -- has been betting on a Trump win. Milei's administration is pinning its hopes on the idea that Trump could exert pressure on the IMF to lend more money to Argentina, its biggest debtor. 
The fund is weighing whether to lend Argentina more cash, which Milei's libertarian government needs to fully reenter the world market and exit currency controls. During Trump's first term, the IMF granted Argentina -- at the time led by conservative President Mauricio Macri -- a controversial $57 billion bailout.
Mariano Machado, principal analyst for the Americas at Verisk Maplecroft, a global risk intelligence firm, said that while U.S. institutions and separation of powers are designed to prevent autocratic rule, "Argentina is now going back to a phase where the very parameters of its institutions are being pressured." 
Prime Minister Robert Fico of Slovakia
While a leftist, Fico has used rhetoric similar to Trump's. 
Fico even compared the July assassination attempt against Trump to his own wounding in a shooting in May.
"It is a carbon-copy scenario," Fico said. "Political opponents of Donald Trump are trying to imprison him, and when they don't succeed, they enrage the public so much that some loser picks up a gun." 

Like Trump, Fico displays contempt for the mainstream media, and has declared war on illegal immigration. Fico has faced criminal charges for organized crime, which he denounced as politically motivated. The case was eventually dismissed.
The Slovak leader has condemned the West's approach to the war in Ukraine and canceled weapons shipments to Kyiv.
Fico, like Orban, is known for his pro-Russian views, opposes EU sanctions on Moscow and has said he would block Ukraine from joining NATO. 
___
Suzan Fraser in Ankara, Turkey, Isabel DeBre in Buenos Aires, Krutika Pathi in New Delhi and Karel Janicek in Prague contributed. 
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            Soldiers in a Ukrainian artillery battery on the front lines of the country's east were only vaguely aware of American election results pointing to Donald Trump's victory Wednesday -- but firm in their hopes for the next president of the United States.
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            A serviceman of the 13th Brigade of the National Guard of Ukraine fires Giatsint-B gun towards Russian positions near Kharkiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            A serviceman of the 13th Brigade of the National Guard of Ukraine fires a Giatsint-B gun towards Russian positions near Kharkiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            A serviceman of the 13th Brigade of the National Guard of Ukraine prepares to fire a Giatsint-B gun towards Russian positions near Kharkiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            FILE - Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, right, and Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy shake hands during their meeting at Trump Tower, on Sept. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson, File)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump departs as son Barron Trump, left, and former first lady Melania Trump look on at an election night watch party, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            A serviceman of the 13th Brigade of the National Guard of Ukraine prepares to fire a Giatsint-B gun towards Russian positions near Kharkiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            A serviceman, known by the call sign Yaga, of the 13th Brigade of the National Guard of Ukraine looks on at his position on the front line near Kharkiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            A serviceman of the 13th Brigade of the National Guard of Ukraine prepares to fire a Giatsint-B gun towards Russian positions near Kharkiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            FILE - Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, right, and Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy shake hands during their meeting at Trump Tower, on Sept. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson, File)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump departs as son Barron Trump, left, and former first lady Melania Trump look on at an election night watch party, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- Soldiers in a Ukrainian artillery battery on the front lines in the country's east were only vaguely aware Wednesday of American election results pointing to Donald Trump's victory. But they were firm in their hopes for the next president of the United States.
Their entrenched artillery battery fires on Russian forces daily -- and takes fire nearly as often. Just the other day, one of their overhead nets snared a Russian drone.

    
    What to know about the 2024 election:

	The latest: Kamala Harris urged supporters to accept her election loss in her concession speech Wednesday, encouraging a focus on the future.
	Balance of power: Republicans won control of the U.S. Senate, giving the GOP a major power center in Washington. Control over the House of Representatives is still up for grabs.
	AP VoteCast: Anxiety over the economy and a desire for change returned Trump to the White House. AP journalists break down the voter data.
	Voto a voto: Sigue la cobertura de AP en espanol de las elecciones en EEUU.

News outlets globally count on the AP for accurate U.S. election results. Since 1848, the AP has been calling races up and down the ballot. Support us. Donate to the AP.



    


"I hope that the quantity of weapons, the quantity of guns for our victory will increase," the unit's 39-year-old commander, who goes by the name Mozart, said in the hours before Trump's win was confirmed. "We don't care who the president is, as long as they don't cut us off from help, because we need it."
The soldiers, who use their Starlink connection to the internet sparingly, learned of the U.S. election results from Associated Press journalists.

    


Trump's election throws into doubt American support for Ukraine -- and ultimately whether Kyiv can beat back Russia's invasion. But Mozart -- who like other soldiers Wednesday did not give his name in keeping with Ukrainian military protocol -- is among many Ukrainians who hope that Trump will hold the line on American support for their country. Russian forces have recently made gains in the east, although the commander described the front-line situation as "static."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    




Yurii Fedorenko, commander of a Ukrainian drone unit also in the Kharkiv region, wears an American flag patch on his uniform. He is keenly aware of how critical American support has been for Ukraine. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Suppose I were told that there was some country across the ocean that I didn't even know where it was, and that I had to pay money from my taxes to this country so that it could exist," said Fedorenko, whose call-sign is Achilles -- the same name as his battalion. "I don't know how I would react. Therefore, I really thank the Americans and I really believe that they have a good education system, because the vast majority of people understand why the United States helps third countries, and in particular now Ukraine."

    


It was under Trump that the United States first sent weapons to Ukraine in its fight against Russia, in 2017. Those Javelin anti-tank missiles were crucial to Ukraine's ability to fend off the full-scale invasion in 2022. But Trump overall is wary of U.S. involvement in foreign conflicts.
Trump, who has touted his good relationship with President Vladimir Putin and called the Russian leader "pretty smart" for invading Ukraine, has repeatedly criticized American backing of Ukraine. He characterized Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy as "the greatest salesman on Earth" for winning U.S. aid.
Zelenskyy was among the first world leaders to publicly congratulate Trump, and said the two discussed how to end "Russian aggression against Ukraine" when they met in September. 
"I appreciate President Trump's commitment to the 'peace through strength' approach in global affairs. This is exactly the principle that can practically bring just peace in Ukraine closer. I am hopeful that we will put it into action together," he wrote on the social platform X.

    


Zelenskyy later wrote that he had spoken to Trump and congratulated him on "his historic landslide victory -- his tremendous campaign made this result possible. I praised his family and team for their great work. We agreed to maintain close dialogue and advance our cooperation."

    
    What to know about the 2024 election:

	The latest: Kamala Harris urged supporters to accept her election loss in her concession speech Wednesday, encouraging a focus on the future.
	Balance of power: Republicans won control of the U.S. Senate, giving the GOP a major power center in Washington. Control over the House of Representatives is still up for grabs.
	AP VoteCast: Anxiety over the economy and a desire for change returned Trump to the White House. AP journalists break down the voter data.
	Voto a voto: Sigue la cobertura de AP en espanol de las elecciones en EEUU.

News outlets globally count on the AP for accurate U.S. election results. Since 1848, the AP has been calling races up and down the ballot. Support us. Donate to the AP.



    


Trump has said repeatedly he would have a peace deal done between Ukraine and Russia within a day if elected, although he has not said how. During his debate with Vice President Kamala Harris, he twice refused to directly answer a question about whether he wanted Ukraine to win -- raising concerns that Kyiv would be forced to accept unfavorable terms in any negotiations he oversaw.
In Kyiv, which comes under attack from Russian drones near daily, 18-year-old Viktoriia Zubrytska was pragmatic about her expectations for the next American president. She thinks Ukraine will be forced to give up territory in exchange for peace under a Trump presidency. But she said she preferred that to what she called the false hope that the Biden administration offered.

    


"We will live in a world of facts where we will be certain what awaits us," said the law student. "Certainty and objective truth is much better than lies and life in illusions."
According to VoteCast, 74% of voters who supported Harris favored continuing aid to Ukraine, while only 36% of Trump's voters did. AP VoteCast is a survey of the American electorate conducted by NORC at the University of Chicago.
On the front lines in Ukraine's eastern Kharkiv region, Andriy, who goes by "Rodych" or "Relative," said Ukraine would "come up with something" no matter what happened in the U.S. vote.
"We are a shield between Europe and Russia," he added. "Other countries do not understand what is happening here, they see it on TV and for them it is far away."

    


America's NATO allies were closely watching the election. France and Germany arranged a last-minute, top-level defense meeting Wednesday in Paris to discuss the results, and Ukraine is likely to be central to the meeting. The two leading powers in the European Union provide significant support to Ukraine to defend it against Russia's war.
NATO Secretary-General Mark Rutte, citing a "more aggressive Russia," also invoked Trump's motto of "peace through strength."
Rutte praised Trump for his work during his first term to persuade countries in the alliance to ramp up defense spending.
In Moscow, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said he had no information on whether Putin plans to congratulate Trump, but he emphasized that Moscow views the U.S. as an "unfriendly" country. Peskov reaffirmed the Kremlin's claim that U.S. support for Ukraine amounted to involvement in the conflict, telling reporters: "Let's not forget that we are talking about the unfriendly country that is both directly and indirectly involved in a war against our state."
Still, he noted Trump's promise to end the war swiftly once elected.
"The U.S. can help end the conflict," Peskov said, adding that "it certainly can't be done overnight."
In a rare agreement with the Kremlin, Fiona Hill, a former intelligence expert in the George W. Bush, Obama and Trump administrations, said it was increasingly clear that Europe had to step up its capacities. 
"If Trump is saying, I'm going to sit down and resolve this in 24 hours, it's highly unlikely that's going to be the case," Hill said in a podcast with the European Council on Foreign Relations a few days ahead of the election. "You can say the United States is going to stop supplying weapons, and you can hold everything out for leverage, but it's not for the United States to do at this particular point. Because there are already other Europeans in the game in terms of assistance to the Ukraine."
___

Konovalov reported from the Kharkiv region. Associated Press journalists Lorne Cook in Brussels; Hanna Arhirova, Illia Novikov and Volodymyr Yurchuk in Kyiv, Ukraine; Danica Kirka in London; Dasha Litvinova in Tallinn, Estonia, and Ellen Knickmeyer in Washington, D.C., contributed to this report. 
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/election-ukraine-russia-trump-harris-white-house-ff4edf4a804eedae5958d3a674c5c2d1
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Thousands ordered to evacuate as powerful wind-fed wildfire burns homes in Southern California
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            California was lashed by powerful winds Wednesday that fed a fast-moving wildfire, which destroyed dozens of homes and forced thousands of residents to flee as forecasters warned of the potential for "extreme and life-threatening" blazes. (AP Video by Marcio Sanchez and Noah Berger)
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            California was lashed by powerful winds Wednesday that fed a fast-moving wildfire that destroyed homes and forced hundreds of residents to flee.
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            California was lashed by powerful winds Wednesday that fed a blaze northwest of Los Angeles. The rapidly expanding Mountain Fire prompted evacuation orders for multiple communities in an agricultural area in southern Ventura County.
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            California was lashed by powerful winds Wednesday that fed a fast-moving wildfire, which destroyed dozens of homes and forced thousands of residents to flee.
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            Hundreds flee homes as powerful winds feed wildfires in Southern California
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            CORRECTS CAR - Firefighters and sheriff's deputies push a vintage car away from a burning home as the Mountain Fire burns in Camarillo, Calif., on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            A helicopter drops water over flames in the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, near Santa Paula, Calif. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            A firefighter, moves bicycles as he works against the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, near Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 20 | 
            A fire burns a house in the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez)
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            A political sign sits in front of a destroyed home in the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, near Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            A helicopter drops water over a burning home in the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, near Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez)
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            Flames engulf a structure during the Mountain Fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, near Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            13 of 20 | 
            Television reporters film as flames from the Mountain Fire consume a home in Camarillo, Calif., on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            A firefighter works in the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, near Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Firefighters work through heavy winds and smoke in the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez)
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            Flames consume a home as the Mountain Fire burns in Camarillo, Calif., on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            Firefighters work against the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, near Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez)
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            Flames consume a home as the Mountain Fire burns in Camarillo, Calif., on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            In this aerial still image provided by KABC-TV, shows Los Angeles County Fire Department crews scrambled to contain a small blaze fed by erratic wind gusts that pushed flames through dry brush near Broad Beach along Pacific Coast Highway in Malibu on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (KABC-TV via AP)
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            In this aerial still image provided by KABC-TV, shows Los Angeles County Fire Department crews scrambled to contain a small blaze fed by erratic wind gusts that pushed flames through dry brush near Broad Beach along Pacific Coast Highway in Malibu on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (KABC-TV via AP)
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                                    California was lashed by powerful winds Wednesday that fed a fast-moving wildfire, which destroyed dozens of homes and forced thousands of residents to flee as forecasters warned of the potential for "extreme and life-threatening" blazes. (AP Video by Marcio Sanchez and Noah Berger)
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                                    California was lashed by powerful winds Wednesday that fed a fast-moving wildfire that destroyed homes and forced hundreds of residents to flee.
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                                    California was lashed by powerful winds Wednesday that fed a blaze northwest of Los Angeles. The rapidly expanding Mountain Fire prompted evacuation orders for multiple communities in an agricultural area in southern Ventura County.
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                                    Hundreds flee homes as powerful winds feed wildfires in Southern California
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            CORRECTS CAR - Firefighters and sheriff's deputies push a vintage car away from a burning home as the Mountain Fire burns in Camarillo, Calif., on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            A helicopter drops water over flames in the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, near Santa Paula, Calif. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            A firefighter, moves bicycles as he works against the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, near Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            A fire burns a house in the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez)
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            A political sign sits in front of a destroyed home in the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, near Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            A helicopter drops water over a burning home in the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, near Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez)
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            Flames engulf a structure during the Mountain Fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, near Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Television reporters film as flames from the Mountain Fire consume a home in Camarillo, Calif., on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            A firefighter works in the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, near Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Firefighters work through heavy winds and smoke in the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez)
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                                    Firefighters work through heavy winds and smoke in the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez)
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            Flames consume a home as the Mountain Fire burns in Camarillo, Calif., on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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                                    Flames consume a home as the Mountain Fire burns in Camarillo, Calif., on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            Firefighters work against the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, near Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez)
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            Flames consume a home as the Mountain Fire burns in Camarillo, Calif., on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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                                    Flames consume a home as the Mountain Fire burns in Camarillo, Calif., on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            In this aerial still image provided by KABC-TV, shows Los Angeles County Fire Department crews scrambled to contain a small blaze fed by erratic wind gusts that pushed flames through dry brush near Broad Beach along Pacific Coast Highway in Malibu on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (KABC-TV via AP)
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            In this aerial still image provided by KABC-TV, shows Los Angeles County Fire Department crews scrambled to contain a small blaze fed by erratic wind gusts that pushed flames through dry brush near Broad Beach along Pacific Coast Highway in Malibu on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (KABC-TV via AP)
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                                        CAMARILLO, Calif. (AP) -- California was lashed by powerful winds Wednesday that fed a fast-moving wildfire, which destroyed dozens of homes and forced thousands of residents to flee as forecasters warned of the potential for "extreme and life-threatening" blazes.
Northwest of Los Angeles, the Mountain Fire exploded in size and prompted evacuation orders for more than 10,000 people as it threatened 3,500 structures in suburban communities, ranches and agricultural areas around Camarillo, according to a statement from Gov. Gavin Newsom. The area east of the Pacific coast city of Ventura will receive federal assistance after a request from Newsom was granted, the Federal Emergency Management Agency said Wednesday. 
The blaze was burning in a region that has seen some of California's most destructive fires over the years. A thick plume of smoke rose hundreds of feet into the sky Wednesday, blanketing whole neighborhoods and limiting visibility for firefighters and evacuees. The fire grew from less than half of a square mile to 16 square miles (62 square kilometers) in little more than five hours.

    


Ventura County Fire Captain Trevor Johnson described crews racing with their engines to homes threatened by the flames to save lives.




"This is as intense as it gets. The hair on the back of the firefighters' neck I'm sure was standing up," he said during a news conference Wednesday afternoon.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
At one spot, flames licked the burning remains of a home. Its roof was reduced to only a few charred shingles. 
Two people suffered apparent smoke inhalation and were taken to hospitals, fire officials said. No firefighters reported significant injuries.
The erratic winds and limited visibility grounded fixed-wing aircraft, and gusts topped 61 mph (98 kph), said weather service meteorologist Bryan Lewis. Water-dropping helicopters were still flying. 
First responders pleaded with residents to evacuate. Deputies made contact with 14,000 people to urge them to leave as embers spread up to 2.5 miles (4 kilometers) away and sparked new flames.

    


"This fire is moving dangerously fast," Ventura County Fire Chief Dustin Gardner said.
Aerial footage from local television networks showed dozens of homes in flames across several neighborhoods as embers were whipped from home to home. Other footage captured horses trotting alongside evacuating vehicles.
Jade Katz, who said she is disabled and does not drive, waited for a friend to pick her up near her Camarillo Heights home with a suitcase full of medication and Bella, her Great Dane service dog. But the friend couldn't reach her, so first responders sent a squad car to escort her out Wednesday afternoon as a helicopter dropped water on the house across from her home.
"On the way out of the neighborhood, there were five or eight houses that had already burnt to the ground," said Katz, 35, who was sitting in a car with housemate Shannon Kelly, 28. They plan to spend the night with a friend in Los Angeles. 
Officials said they were using all resources, including water-dropping helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft dropping fire retardant, but it was still burning out of control Wednesday afternoon. Andrew Dowd, a Ventura County fire spokesperson, said he did not have details of how many structures had been damaged.

    


Gus Garcia, who owns a ranch south of the fire, said he's waiting to see whether conditions will change to decide if he should evacuate his horses and cattle. Around 12:30 p.m., his animals were still safe and he was trying to stay out of the way as others got their livestock out.
His ranch is surrounded by others with horses and alpaca, and Garcia said his neighbors in the canyon did not seem panicked.
"The horse community, they prepare for this because it's always a possibility up here," he said.
Meanwhile to the south, Los Angeles County Fire Department crews scrambled to contain a wildfire near Malibu's Broad Beach as authorities briefly shut down the Pacific Coast Highway as flames burned near multimillion-dollar properties. Residents were urged to shelter in place while aircraft dropped water on the 50-acre (20-hectare) Broad Fire. It was 15% contained around 12:30 p.m. with forward progress stopped. Fire officials said two structures burned.

    


The National Weather Service office for the Los Angeles area amended its red flag warning for increased fire danger with a rare "particularly dangerous situation" label, and officials in several counties urged residents to be on watch for fast-spreading blazes, power outages and downed trees amid the latest round of notorious Santa Ana winds.
With predicted gusts between 50 mph (80 kph) and 100 mph (160 kph) and humidity levels as low as 8%, parts of Southern California could experience conditions ripe for "extreme and life-threatening" fire behavior into Thursday, the weather service said. 

    


Forecasters also issued red flag warnings until Thursday from California's central coast through the San Francisco Bay Area and into counties to the north, where strong winds were also expected.
Utilities in California began powering down equipment during high winds and extreme fire danger after a series of massive and deadly wildfires in recent years were sparked by electrical lines and other infrastructure. On Wednesday, more than 65,000 customers in Southern California were without power preventatively, and upwards of 20,000 in Northern California.
Wednesday's fires were burning in the same areas of other recent destructive fires, including the 2018 Woolsey Fire, which killed three people and destroyed 1,600 homes near Los Angeles, and the the 2017 Thomas Fire, which destroyed more than a thousand homes and other structures in Ventura and Santa Barbara counties. Southern California Edison has paid tens of millions of dollars to settle claims after its equipment was blamed for both blazes. 
___

Dazio and Weber reported from Los Angeles. Associated Press journalists Ryan Pearson in Los Angeles, Amy Taxin in Orange County, California, Olga Rodriguez and Janie Har in San Francisco contributed to this report.
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                    FILE - The icon for the video sharing TikTok app is seen on a smartphone, Feb. 28, 2023, in Marple Township, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum, File)
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                                        TORONTO (AP) -- Canada announced Wednesday it won't block access to the popular video-sharing app TikTok but is ordering the dissolution of its Canadian business after a national security review of the Chinese company behind it.
Industry Minister Francois-Philippe Champagne said it is meant to address risks related to ByteDance Ltd.'s establishment of TikTok Technology Canada Inc. 
"The government is not blocking Canadians' access to the TikTok application or their ability to create content. The decision to use a social media application or platform is a personal choice," Champagne said.
Champagne said it is important for Canadians to adopt good cybersecurity practices, including protecting their personal information.
He said the dissolution order was made in accordance with the Investment Canada Act, which allows for the review of foreign investments that may harm Canada's national security. He said the decision was based on information and evidence collected over the course of the review and on the advice of Canada's security and intelligence community and other government partners.

    


A TikTok spokesperson said in a statement that the shutdown of its Canadian offices will mean the loss of hundreds of local jobs.




"We will challenge this order in court," the spokesperson said. "The TikTok platform will remain available for creators to find an audience, explore new interests and for businesses to thrive."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
TikTok is wildly popular with young people, but its Chinese ownership has raised fears that Beijing could use it to collect data on Western users or push pro-China narratives and misinformation. TikTok is owned by ByteDance, a Chinese company that moved its headquarters to Singapore in 2020.
TikTok faces intensifying scrutiny from Europe and America over security and data privacy. It comes as China and the West are locked in a wider tug of war over technology ranging from spy balloons to computer chips.

    


Canada previously banned TikTok from all government-issued mobile devices. TikTok has two offices in Canada, one in Toronto and one in Vancouver. 
Michael Geist, Canada research chair in Internet and E-commerce Law at the University of Ottawa, said in a blog post that "banning the company rather than the app may actually make matters worse since the risks associated with the app will remain but the ability to hold the company accountable will be weakened."
Canada's move comes a day after the election in the United States of Donald Trump. In June, Trump joined TikTok, a platform he once tried to ban while in the White House. It has about 170 million users in the U.S.
Trump tried to ban TikTok through an executive order that said "the spread in the United States of mobile applications developed and owned" by Chinese companies was a national security threat. The courts blocked the action after TikTok sued.
Both the U.S. FBI and the Federal Communications Commission have warned that ByteDance could share user data such as browsing history, location and biometric identifiers with China's government. TikTok said it has never done that and would not, if asked.

    


Trump said earlier this year that he still believes TikTok posed a national security risk, but was opposed to banning it. 

U.S. President Joe Biden signed legislation in April that would force ByteDance to sell the app to a U.S. company within a year or face a national ban. It's not clear whether that law will survive a legal challenge filed by TikTok or that ByteDance would agree to sell.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/tiktok-canada-china-f290fed849bcdb26edb165d55b0aa225



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Abortion measures did not help tip key candidate races | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Abortion rights amendment's passage triggers new legal battle in Missouri

    Abortion rights amendment's passage triggers new legal battle in Missouri

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 6 | 
            Abortion-related measures were on the ballot in a number of states in the 2024 election, with mixed results. Abortion rights advocates prevailed on seven ballot measures across the U.S. and lost on three.
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            Dr. Chelsea Daniels, who works in family medicine for Planned Parenthood, reacts after the defeat of Amendment 4, which would have enshrined abortion rights in the state, at a Yes On 4 campaign watch party on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in St. Petersburg, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 6 | 
            People at an election night watch party react after an abortion rights amendment to the Missouri constitution passed, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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                                    Abortion-related measures were on the ballot in a number of states in the 2024 election, with mixed results. Abortion rights advocates prevailed on seven ballot measures across the U.S. and lost on three.
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- Abortion rights advocates prevailed on seven ballot measures across the U.S. in Tuesday's election and lost on three.
The losses are the first on statewide reproductive rights ballot measures anywhere in the U.S. since the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade in 2022, a ruling that struck down the nearly 50-year nationwide right to abortion, proving that abortion opponents can win on ballot measures.
There were firsts on the other sides, too: Three amendments call for rolling back abortion bans, including one in Missouri that bars it at all stages of pregnancy with exceptions only under limited circumstances to save the life of the woman.
Here's a look at takeaways from the results.

    


Abortion is headed to court in the push to overturn Missouri's ban
Missouri is the most populous state where a ballot measure could roll back a current ban on abortions at all stages of pregnancy.
But the work isn't done there.
Planned Parenthood affiliates that operate in Missouri filed in a state court Wednesday seeking to invalidate the state's abortion ban and several laws that regulate the care.
The Missouri amendment, which is to take effect Dec. 5, does not specifically override any state laws. Instead, the measure left it to advocates to ask courts to knock down bans that they believe would now be unconstitutional.




Planned Parenthood leaders said Wednesday on a Zoom call with reporters that they want to start offering abortions at clinics in Columbia, Kansas City and St. Louis if they get the judicial ruling they're requesting -- starting with blocking enforcement of laws on the book. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"This is only the first step to realizing and fully implementing the protections of Amendment 3. It's certainly not the last step," said Richard Muniz, interim president and CEO of Planned Parenthood Great Rivers.
Clinics had stopped providing abortions in Missouri even before the state's ban took effect in 2022. They said a list of regulations made it impossible for them to operate. In its legal filing, the Planned Parenthood affiliate that covers much of the state says the onerous requirements include clinicians who provide abortion have surgical licenses and that they conduct pelvic exams on all patients -- even if they offer only medication abortions.

    


"Some of these patients choose medication abortion precisely because they do not want instruments inserted into their vagina," Dr. Selina Sandoval, an associate medical director for Planned Parenthood Great Plains, said in a legal filing. "I cannot and will not subject my patients to unnecessary exams."
Planned Parenthood also objects to laws requiring clinicians to have admitting privileges at nearby hospitals, mandating a 72-hour waiting period for abortions and banning telemedicine for abortion. Besides the ban on abortion at all stages of pregnancy, the group is calling for having other bans that kick in after eight, 14, 18 and 20 weeks of pregnancy to be struck down.

    
    What to know about the 2024 election:

	The latest: Kamala Harris urged supporters to accept her election loss in her concession speech Wednesday, encouraging a focus on the future.
	Balance of power: Republicans won control of the U.S. Senate, giving the GOP a major power center in Washington. Control over the House of Representatives is still up for grabs.
	AP VoteCast: Anxiety over the economy and a desire for change returned Trump to the White House. AP journalists break down the voter data.
	Voto a voto: Sigue la cobertura de AP en espanol de las elecciones en EEUU.

News outlets globally count on the AP for accurate U.S. election results. Since 1848, the AP has been calling races up and down the ballot. Support us. Donate to the AP.



    


Abortion rights are popular with voters
Abortion rights advocates heralded victories at the ballot box as a signal of widespread support for abortion rights, even in conservative states.
The three states where abortion measures were defeated had special circumstances that weren't present in the others.
In Florida, the threshold for passing a constitutional amendment is 60% while most states require a simple majority. Most voters supported adding abortion rights -- but it fell short of the requirement.
There, Gov. Ron DeSantis, a Republican with a national profile, also presented a challenge to proponents by steering state GOP funds to counter the measure and defending a state agency for publishing a webpage attacking it, among other government efforts. 
In South Dakota, the measure is different from the others because it would have allowed the state to regulate abortion in the second trimester -- but only in ways that protect the health of the woman. Because of that provision, most national abortion rights groups did not put money into promoting it, which could have been a factor in its failure in a conservative state.
In Nebraska, both sides had questions on the ballot. Voters passed the one that bars abortion after the first 12 weeks of pregnancy -- which is in line with current state law -- and also allows the possibility of more stringent bans. They also rejected the measure that aimed to enshrine into the state constitution the right to abortion until viability, which is considered to be sometime after 21 weeks of pregnancy, though there's not a fixed time.
Abortion rights advocates condemned the novel strategy by anti-abortion groups of putting a competing measure on the ballot as an attempt to confuse voters. The approach was considered by anti-abortion groups elsewhere.

    


Trump's return to the White House could also shape abortion policy
Republican Donald Trump reclaimed the presidency, despite his consistently shifting stances on reproductive rights.
If Republicans win the House, in addition to their victories in the Senate and White House, it could open the door to the passage of a national ban.
Trump has said he would veto a national ban, despite previously declining to answer questions about it.
But Republicans have been accused of attempting to recast federal abortion restrictions as "minimum national standards" in order to distort their own stances on the issue, given the political unpopularity of the GOP's position on abortion.
Judicial appointments have already shaped the national abortion landscape. Trump has repeatedly taken credit for appointing three justices to the U.S. Supreme Court who helped form the majority that overturned Roe v. Wade. It's not just the Supreme Court. Trump-nominated U.S. District Judge Matthew Kacsmaryk has issued rulings with nationwide consequences, including one impacting access to the abortion pill mifepristone.
Through executive power, a president could also restrict abortion pills sent through the mail and declare that a law that requires doctors to stabilize emergency room patients does not require them to provide abortion. A new administration could also pull back on a federal lawsuit that challenges aspects of Idaho's ban.
Results show voters willing to split the ticket on abortion issues
One interpretation of the presence of some of the ballot measures was that they were put up in part to drive turnout of Democratic voters in candidate elections.
If that was the plan -- and some abortion rights advocates say it wasn't -- it didn't seem to sway other statewide races.
The mostly Republican states of Montana and Missouri passed abortion rights protections and also elected GOP candidates for president, U.S. Senate and governor.
In Montana, Republican Tim Sheehy defeated three-term incumbent Sen. Jon Tester, who attempted to pair his campaign with the abortion rights push.
Three other Republican states -- Florida, Nebraska and South Dakota -- rejected abortion ballot measures and supported Trump for president and GOP senators where they were on the ballot.
The Democratic states of Colorado and Maryland expanded abortion rights and voted for Democrats in statewide elections. The same is true in New York, where the ballot measure bars discrimination on the basis of "pregnancy outcomes" and does not mention abortion specifically -- but was championed by abortion rights advocates, who say it will preserve access.
The measures also passed in Arizona and Nevada, where the presidential and U.S. Senate races had not been called by midday Wednesday.
Abortion rights fail to deliver Democrats wins in Senate
Democrats in the most competitive Senate races centered their closing argument and ads around abortion, an issue they hoped to capitalize on after it has previously motivated voters up and down the ballot. But abortion rights failed to put them over the top -- including in Montana.
Texas Rep. Colin Allred, a Democrat, failed in his bid to defeat Sen. Ted Cruz after investing $5 million in an ad campaign focused on abortion and invoking the issue in campaign trail speeches and during an October debate. Allred leaned on the personal stories of Texas women impacted by the state's abortion ban that have sparked national outrage.
In Ohio, Republican Bernie Moreno defeated incumbent Sen. Sherrod Brown after Brown and his allies pounced on cellphone video that emerged late in the campaign showing Moreno criticizing suburban women who base their votes on abortion rights.
A hotly contested race between Democratic Sen. Tammy Baldwin and Republican Eric Hovde has also focused heavily on abortion and appeared to be close enough early Wednesday for a recount to be requested.
Voters in a conservative Texas city shot down a local anti-abortion proposal
In the Texas city of Amarillo, located in the state's conservative Panhandle region, voters overwhelming rejected an anti-abortion proposal that would have essentially banned travel for those seeking abortions out of state by allowing civil lawsuits against anyone who helps a local resident obtain an abortion.
The "Sanctuary Cities for the Unborn" ordinance was rejected by nearly 60% of voters.

"We hope to set the tone for not only the state, but the nation, that we will not penalize anyone for seeking health care when they're facing an extreme travel ban in their own state," said Lindsay London, a nurse who helped found a group to oppose the effort. 
___
Associated Press reporters Sean Murphy in Oklahoma City and Jim Salter in O'Fallon, Missouri, contributed to this article.
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            Donald Trump has promised sweeping action in a second administration. But his proposals are more complicated than that sounds and often lack specifics.
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. (AP) -- Donald Trump spent his first day as president-elect receiving congratulatory phone calls from his defeated opponent, world leaders and President Joe Biden as he began the process of turning his election victory into a government.
Trump was keeping a low profile, staying out of the public eye after addressing supporters in Florida during the wee hours of Wednesday morning. 
Vice President Kamala Harris called Trump to concede the race and to congratulate him, while Biden invited the man he ousted from the White House four years ago to an Oval Office meeting to prepare to return the keys. 
"President Trump looks forward to the meeting, which will take place shortly, and very much appreciated the call," said Trump campaign communications director Steven Cheung.
Biden's chief of staff later Wednesday nudged the Trump team to sign the required federal agreements necessary to begin an orderly presidential transition, a White House official said.

    


A source with knowledge of the Trump campaign said transition talks to take over power on Jan. 20, 2025, had not begun in earnest. Instead, the president-elect was busy taking calls from leaders, domestic and international, donors and key supporters. Transition discussions are expected to ramp up later in the week, as attention turns to naming an inaugural committee and a formal transition team.




Biden chief of staff Jeff Zients reached out to Trump transition co-chairs Howard Lutnick and Linda McMahon to reiterate the important role the agreements with the White House and the General Services Administration play in beginning a presidential transition. The White House official spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive transition planning.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The delay is holding up the federal government's ability to begin processing security clearances for potential Trump administration national security appointees, which could limit the number of his staff who could work on sensitive information by Inauguration Day. It also means they can't yet access federal facilities, documents and personnel to prepare for taking office.

    


The agreements are required by the Presidential Transition Act, and require the president-elect's team to agree to an ethics plan and to limit and disclose private donations. Congress, in the act, set a deadline of Sept. 1 for the GSA agreement and Oct. 1 for the White House agreement, in an effort to ensure that incoming administrations are prepared to govern when they enter office on Jan. 20.
Lutnick and McMahon released a statement late Wednesday saying Trump will be selecting personnel for his administration in the "days and weeks ahead," but did not address the agreements with the Biden administration. 
"As he chooses the best people to join his team and best policies to pursue, his transition team will ensure the implementation of President Trump's common sense agenda starting on Day 1," they said.
The White House announced that Biden had spoken to the president-elect and expressed his commitment to ensuring a smooth transition, while emphasizing the importance of working to bring the country together.

    


Biden also called Harris to salute her for her campaign. And Trump and Harris spoke on a call where the president-elect "acknowledged Vice President Harris on her strength, professionalism, and tenacity throughout the campaign, and both leaders agreed on the importance of unifying the country," according to Trump spokesman Steven Cheung. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 election:

	The latest: Kamala Harris urged supporters to accept her election loss in her concession speech Wednesday, encouraging a focus on the future.
	Balance of power: Republicans won control of the U.S. Senate, giving the GOP a major power center in Washington. Control over the House of Representatives is still up for grabs.
	AP VoteCast: Anxiety over the economy and a desire for change returned Trump to the White House. AP journalists break down the voter data.
	Voto a voto: Sigue la cobertura de AP en espanol de las elecciones en EEUU.

News outlets globally count on the AP for accurate U.S. election results. Since 1848, the AP has been calling races up and down the ballot. Support us. Donate to the AP.



    


Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 's office said he called Trump and the pair had a "warm and cordial" conversation while also also discussing the "Iranian threat." 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said he had an "excellent call" with Trump, who has threatened to cut off the steady flow of U.S. aid and arms to his nation in its fight against Russia's nearly three-year-old invasion. "I praised his family and team for their great work," Zelenskyy said. "We agreed to maintain close dialogue and advance our cooperation. Strong and unwavering U.S. leadership is vital for the world and for a just peace."

    


French President Emmanuel Macron and British Prime Minister Keir Starmer called Trump, too, as did Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, who spoke to the president-elect to express "the kingdom's aspiration to strengthen the historical and strategic relations between the two countries, wishing the friendly American people progress and prosperity under his excellency's leadership," according to a statement from Saudi Arabia's Foreign Ministry. 
Trump made his first foreign trip as president during his first term to Saudi Arabia. He stood by the kingdom then, even as ties became strained over the killing of Washington Post columnist Jamal Khashoggi by Saudi operatives in Istanbul. 
The president-elect has since vowed to bring peace to the Middle East at a time when Israel is at war with Hamas in Gaza and Hezbollah in Lebanon and has recently traded fire with Iran. Trump, who was a staunch supporter of Israel during his previous term, has not said how he'd accomplish that. 

    


Meanwhile, U.S. markets, banks and bitcoin all stormed higher Wednesday, as did Tesla, owned by outspoken Trump supporter Elon Musk, as investors looked favorably on a smooth election and Trump returning to the White House. 
Trump got more potential good news with word that special counsel Jack Smith is evaluating how to wind down the two federal cases against the president-elect before he takes office in light of longstanding Justice Department policy that says sitting presidents cannot be prosecuted, according to a person familiar with Smith's plans who was not authorized to discuss the matter by name and spoke on condition of anonymity to The Associated Press.
Smith charged Trump last year with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election and illegally hoarding classified documents at his Mar-a-Lago estate. The latter case had already been dismissed. But Trump's election victory means that the Justice Department believes he can no longer face prosecution in accordance with decades-old department legal opinions meant to shield presidents from criminal charges while in office.
__

Miller and Weissert reported from Washington. Associated Press writers Eric Tucker, Tom Beamont and Michelle L. Price in Washington contributed to this report. 
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            People at a bus stop shield themselves with cardboard amid wind and rain during the passage of Hurricane Rafael in Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            A surfer looks the waves crashing against the jetty at the Bal Harbour Lighthouse on Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in Bal Harbour, Fla. (David Santiago/Miami Herald via AP)
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            A man walks through the wind and rain brought by Hurricane Rafael in Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            Pedestrians walk during rains brought on by tropical storm Rafael in Kingston, Jamaica, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Collin Reid)
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            A worker cuts the branches of the palm tree on Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (David Santiago/Miami Herald via AP)
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            A man walks through the wind and rain brought by Hurricane Rafael in Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            Waves break on the beach during the passing of Hurricane Rafael in Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            Rafael has strengthened into a powerful Category 3 hurricane ahead of its expected landfall in Cuba. Forecasters warn that Rafael could bring "life-threatening" storm surges, winds and flash floods on western swathes of the island, after knocking out power and dumping rain on the Cayman Islands and Jamaica.
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            Hurricane Rafael made landfall in Cuba on Wednesday as a powerful Category 3 hurricane, shortly after powerful winds knocked out the country's power grid. (AP/ Osvaldo Angulo and Ariel Fernandez)
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            People at a bus stop shield themselves with cardboard amid wind and rain during the passage of Hurricane Rafael in Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            A surfer looks the waves crashing against the jetty at the Bal Harbour Lighthouse on Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in Bal Harbour, Fla. (David Santiago/Miami Herald via AP)
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            A man walks through the wind and rain brought by Hurricane Rafael in Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            Pedestrians walk during rains brought on by tropical storm Rafael in Kingston, Jamaica, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Collin Reid)
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            A man walks through the wind and rain brought by Hurricane Rafael in Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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                                        HAVANA (AP) -- Hurricane Rafael pushed into the Gulf of Mexico on Wednesday night after plowing across western Cuba as a Category 3 hurricane with winds so powerful it knocked out the entire country's power grid. 

Massive waves lashed at the shores of Havana as sharp winds and rain whipped at the city's historic center, leaving trees littered on flooded streets on Wednesday evening.

Forecasters warned Rafael could bring "life-threatening" storm surges, winds and flash floods to western swaths of the island after it knocked out power and dumped rain on the Cayman Islands and Jamaica the day before. The extent of the damage was still unclear as of Wednesday night.

The storm was located 55 miles (90 kilometers) west-northwest of Havana on Wednesday. After plowing across the island, it slowed to a Category 2 hurricane. It had maximum sustained winds of 105 mph (170 kph) and was moving northwest at 13 mph (20 kph), according to the National Hurricane Center.

The storm is bad news for Cuba, which is struggling with devastating blackouts while recovering from another hurricane two weeks ago that killed at least six people in the eastern part of the island. 

Earlier on Wednesday, the Cuban government issued an alert for the incoming storm while crews in Havana worked to fortify buildings and clear scraps from seaside areas in anticipation of flooding.

    



Classes and public transport were suspended on parts of the island and authorities canceled flights in and out Havana and Varadero. Meanwhile, thousands of people in the west of the island were evacuated as a prevention measure.

Silvia Perez, a 72-year-old retiree living in a coastal area of Havana was among those scrambling to prepare. As other neighbors moved appliances and other furniture from ground floor homes, Perez stocked up on water and food.

"This is a night I don't want to sleep through, between the battering air and the trees," Perez said. "I'm scared for my friends and family."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

Forecasters expected the storm to weaken over Cuba before emerging in the southeastern Gulf of Mexico as a hurricane.

The U.S. State Department issued an advisory for Cuba on Tuesday afternoon, offering departure flights to non-essential staff and American citizens, and advising others to "reconsider travel to Cuba due to the potential impact of Tropical Storm Rafael."

On Tuesday morning, the Cuban Civil Defense called on Cubans to prepare as soon as possible, because when the storm makes landfall "it's important to stay where you are."

A hurricane warning was in effect Wednesday for the Cuban provinces of Pinar del Rio, Artemisa, La Habana, Mayabeque, Matanzas and the Isle of Youth.

    





A tropical storm warning was in effect for the Cuban provinces of Villa Clara, Cienfuegos, Sancti Spiritus and Ciego de Avila, as well as the lower and middle Florida Keys from Key West to west of the Channel 5 Bridge, and Dry Tortugas.

The storm on Tuesday knocked out power in parts of Jamaica and unleashed flooding and landslides. The Jamaica Public Service, the island's electricity provider, said in a statement late Tuesday that impassable roads were preventing crews from restoring power in some areas.

Power outages were reported across the Cayman Islands after a direct hit late Tuesday, and schools remained closed on Wednesday.

"While conditions have improved on Grand Cayman, residents are advised to exercise extreme caution on the roads and near coastlines as rough seas and residual flooding risks may persist," the government said in a statement.

    





Heavy rainfall also was expected to spread north into Florida and nearby areas of the southeast U.S. during the middle to late part of the week. The Hurricane Center predicted storm surges in Florida could reach up to 3 feet in Dry Tortugas and between 1 and 2 feet in the Lower Florida Keys. A few tornadoes also were expected Wednesday over the Keys and southwestern Florida.

Rafael is the 17th named storm of the season.


The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration predicted the 2024 hurricane season was likely to be well above average, with between 17 and 25 named storms. The forecast called for as many as 13 hurricanes and four major hurricanes.

An average Atlantic hurricane season produces 14 named storms, seven of them hurricanes and three major hurricanes.

___

Associated Press reporter Megan Janetsky contributed from Mexico City.





___

Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/rafael-tropical-storm-hurricane-cuba-f96033ae40b18d745f95d9dd17868457
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            Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell met with reporters Wednesday to talk about Donald Trump's election victory and successes in Senate races.
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            Republican Presidential nominee former President Donald Trump waves after speaking at the Palm Beach County Convention Center during an election night watch party, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- The U.S. House majority hung in the balance Wednesday, teetering between Republican control that would usher in a new era of unified GOP governance in Washington or a flip to Democrats as a last line of resistance to a Trump second-term White House agenda.
A few individual seats, or even a single one, will determine the outcome. Final tallies will take a while, likely pushing the decision into next week -- or beyond.
After Republicans swept into the majority in the U.S. Senate by picking up seats in West Virginia, Ohio and Montana, House Speaker Mike Johnson predicted his chamber would fall in line next.
"Republicans are poised to have unified government in the White House, Senate and House," Johnson said Wednesday.
President-elect Donald Trump, who won the Electoral College and the popular vote against Democratic Vice President Kamala Harris, has consolidated growing power around his MAGA movement, backing newcomers to Washington and setting the stage for his own return to the White House.

    


Johnson said Republicans in Congress are preparing an "ambitious" 100-day agenda with Trump, who he has said is "thinking big" about his legacy.




Tax cuts, securing the southern border and taking a "blowtorch" to federal regulations are at the top of the agenda if the GOP sweeps the White House and Congress. Trump himself has promised mass deportations and retribution against his perceived enemies. And Republicans want to push federal agencies out of Washington and to restaff the government workforce with the help of outside think tanks, Johnson has said, to bring the federal government "to heel."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
But Johnson, after just a year on the job, has had difficulty governing the House, and the new Congress would be no different. Hard-liners led by Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, Rep. Matt Gaetz and others have often confronted and upended their own GOP leadership in what has been one of the most chaotic sessions in modern times. 

    


If Johnson's slim four-seat majority were to shrink any further, governing could come to a standstill.
Democratic Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries said the House "remains very much in play."
With Democrats having defeated two House Republicans in Jeffries' home state of New York, he said the path to the majority now runs through pickup opportunities in Arizona, Oregon, Iowa and California that are still too early to call.
"We must count every vote," Jeffries said.
The House contests remained a tit-for-tat fight to the finish, with no dominant pathway to the majority for either party. Rarely, if ever have the two chambers of Congress flipped in opposite directions.
Each side is gaining and losing a few seats, including through the redistricting process, which is the routine redrawing of House seat boundary lines. The process reset seats in North Carolina, Louisiana and Alabama.
Much of the outcome hinges on the West, particularly in California, where a handful of House seats are being fiercely contested, and mail-in ballots arriving a week after the election will still be counted. Hard-fought races around the "blue dot" in Omaha, Nebraska and in far-flung Alaska are among those being watched.

    


Trump, speaking early Wednesday at his election night party in Florida, said the results delivered an "unprecedented and powerful mandate" for Republicans.

    
    What to know about the 2024 election:

	The latest: Kamala Harris urged supporters to accept her election loss in her concession speech Wednesday, encouraging a focus on the future.
	Balance of power: Republicans won control of the U.S. Senate, giving the GOP a major power center in Washington. Control over the House of Representatives is still up for grabs.
	AP VoteCast: Anxiety over the economy and a desire for change returned Trump to the White House. AP journalists break down the voter data.
	Voto a voto: Sigue la cobertura de AP en espanol de las elecciones en EEUU.

News outlets globally count on the AP for accurate U.S. election results. Since 1848, the AP has been calling races up and down the ballot. Support us. Donate to the AP.



    


He called the Senate rout "incredible," and he praised Johnson, saying he's "doing a terrific job."
From the U.S. Capitol, Senate GOP Leader Mitch McConnell, privately a harsh Trump critic, called it a "hell of a good day."
Senate Republicans marched across the map alongside Trump, flipping the three Democratic-held seats and holding their own against Democratic challengers who failed to unseat Sen. Ted Cruz in Texas and Sen. Rick Scott in Florida.
In West Virginia, Jim Justice, the state's wealthy governor, flipped the seat held by retiring Sen. Joe Manchin. Republicans toppled Democrat Sen. Sherrod Brown in Ohio with GOP luxury car dealer and blockchain entrepreneur Bernie Moreno. And Republican Tim Sheehy defeated Democratic Sen. Jon Tester in Montana.

    


Democrats avoided a total wipeout by salvaging seats in the "blue wall" states. Rep. Elissa Slotkin won an open Senate seat in Michigan, and Sen. Tammy Baldwin was reelected in Wisconsin. Pennsylvania's race between Democratic Sen. Bob Casey and Republican challenger Dave McCormick was still undecided.
In other developments, Democrats made history by sending two Black women, Lisa Blunt Rochester of Delaware and Angela Alsobrooks of Maryland, to the Senate. Just thee Black women, including Harris, have served in the Senate, but never two at the same time. 
All told, Senate Republicans have the potential to achieve their most robust majority in years -- a testament to McConnell, who made a career charting a path to power, this time aligned with Trump whom he has privately called "despicable" in the run-up to the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol.

    


During a news conference Wednesday, McConnell declined to answer questions about his past stark criticism of Trump and said he viewed the election results as a referendum on the Biden administration.
He told reporters at the Capitol that a Senate under Republican control would "control the guardrails" and prevent changes in Senate rules that would end the filibuster.
"People were just not happy with this administration and the Democratic nominee was a part of it," McConnell said. 
What's still unclear is who will lead the new Republican Senate, as McConnell prepares to step down from the post.

South Dakota Sen. John Thune, the No. 2 Republican, and Texas Sen. John Cornyn, who previously held that post, are the front-runners to replace McConnell in a secret-ballot election scheduled for when senators arrive in Washington next week.
___
Associated Press writers Stephen Groves, Kevin Freking and Farnoush Amiri contributed to this report.
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            Rescue workers search for victims in the rubble of a destroyed building hit in an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday night, in Barja, Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Rescue workers use excavators to remove the rubble of a destroyed building that was hit Tuesday night in an Israeli airstrike, as they search for victims in Barja, Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A resident of a building damaged in an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday night, returns to collect his family's belongings in Barja, Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Palestinians gather to receive aid distributed by UNRWA, the U.N. agency helping Palestinian refugees, in Nusairat refugee camp, Gaza, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            The capital city of Beirut skyline in the early morning, Lebanon, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 8

                                    
                                    Israelis light a bonfire during a protest after Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has dismissed his popular defense minister Yoav Gallant, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Oded Balilty)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 8 | 
            Palestinians gather to receive aid distributed by UNRWA, the U.N. agency helping Palestinian refugees, in Nusairat refugee camp, Gaza, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 8

                                    
                                    Palestinians gather to receive aid distributed by UNRWA, the U.N. agency helping Palestinian refugees, in Nusairat refugee camp, Gaza, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 8 | 
            The capital city of Beirut skyline in the early morning, Lebanon, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 8

                                    
                                    The capital city of Beirut skyline in the early morning, Lebanon, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 8 | 
            Jagan Chapagain, Secretary-General of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) speaks during an interview with The Associated Press, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 8

                                    
                                    Jagan Chapagain, Secretary-General of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) speaks during an interview with The Associated Press, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Lebanon's Civil Defense service says they have pulled 30 bodies from the rubble of an apartment building that Israel struck the night before. Search efforts were ongoing Wednesday, and it was unclear how many survivors or bodies were still trapped under the rubble.
The airstrike Tuesday night came without warning. There was no statement from the Israeli military on the strike, and it was not immediately clear what the intended target was.
On Tuesday, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu dismissed Defense Minister Yoav Gallant in a surprise announcement that sparked protests across the country. Gallant's replacement is Foreign Minister Israel Katz, a longtime Netanyahu loyalist and veteran Cabinet minister. 
While Netanyahu has called for continued military pressure on Hamas, Gallant said military force created the necessary conditions for at least a temporary diplomatic deal that could bring home hostages held by the militant group.

    


The Israel-Hamas war began after Palestinian militants stormed into Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, killing some 1,200 people -- mostly civilians -- and abducting 250 others. Israel's military response in Gaza has killed more than 43,000 people, Palestinian health officials say. They do not distinguish between civilians and combatants, but say more than half of those killed were women and children. 




Since the conflict between Israel and Hezbollah erupted in 2023, at least 3,000 people have been killed and some 13,500 wounded in Lebanon, the Health Ministry reported. A report by Lebanon's crisis response unit said 361,300 Syrians and over 177,800 Lebanese crossed into Syria between Sept. 23 and Nov. 1.
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Here's the latest: 

    


Airstrikes hit Beirut's southern suburbs, including one on site adjacent to airport 
BEIRUT --Several large airstrikes hit Beirut's southern suburbs early Thursday, including one on a site adjacent to Lebanon's only international airport. 
The Israeli military had earlier issued an evacuation notice for the site saying that there were "Hezbollah facilities" there without giving more details.
There were no immediate reports of casualties.
Beirut's airport has not been directly targeted in the war between Israel and Hezbollah, and national air carrier Middle East Airlines has continued to operate commercial flights.
Israeli military says it allowed 231 patients and their caregivers to evacuate Gaza 
JERUSALEM - The Israeli military says it has allowed 231 patients and their caregivers to evacuate the Gaza Strip for medical treatment abroad. 
COGAT, the military body in charge of civilian affairs in Gaza, said Wednesday that they left through the Kerem Shalom Crossing with Israel.
It says 78 patients and 132 caregivers traveled to the United Arab Emirates, and six patients and 15 caregivers went to Romania. 
The operation was coordinated with the World Health Organization, the European Union and the UAE, which forged diplomatic ties with Israel in 2020.
Israel has controlled all of Gaza's border crossings since it invaded the southern city of Rafah, on the Egyptian border, in May.
The Israel-Hamas war, now in its second year, has gutted Gaza's health system, with less than half of its hospitals even partially functioning.

    


Hezbollah rocket attack kills foreign worker in Israel
JERUSALEM -- Israeli medics say a foreign worker was killed in a Hezbollah rocket attack. The Magen David Adom rescue service said the worker's body was found near the northern city of Acre after a rocket barrage from Lebanon on Wednesday. It did not give a nationality.
Hezbollah has stepped up its rocket fire into Israel since war broke out in September after nearly a year of lower-level conflict linked to the fighting in Gaza. Israel has been carrying out waves of airstrikes and invaded Lebanon in early October.
Rocket attacks last week killed seven people, including four Thai farm workers.

    


Israeli airstrike lands close to Roman ruins at Baalbek
BEIRUT -- An Israeli airstrike landed dangerously close to Baalbek's UNESCO-listed Roman ruins, a revered heritage site with some of the largest and best-preserved Roman temples outside of Rome, a Lebanese local official said.
"This is the closest raid on Baalbek Temple since the beginning of the aggression, as a missile fell inside the castle's parking lot," the governor of Baalbek-Hermel province, Bachir Khodr, said in a post on X. "The temple has not yet been inspected to determine if there is any damage inside it."
Footage captured by a resident in Baalbek showed thick smoke rising from the impact site, with panic gripping the scene as she repeatedly says, "(it hit) right at the temple."
Since early last week, the Israeli army has been bombarding various areas in Baalbek-Hermel, killing dozens, after having issued several evacuation warnings for the entire city of Baalbek and its surroundings. The maps attached with the evacuation warning included the Roman ruins. 
Concerns have been mounting that further strikes may impact the ancient temples, which have survived nearly two millennia. On Wednesday, 38 people were killed while 54 others were wounded across various areas in northeastern Lebanon amid intensified airstrikes throughout the day, Khodr said in a separate post on X, adding that operations to save more victims from under the rubble are still ongoing.
Lebanon's Health Ministry said that 37 people were killed and 105 wounded in Lebanon on Tuesday, raising the total toll over the past year of conflict between Israel and Hezbollah to 3,050 killed and 13,658 wounded. 

    


UN completes vaccinating overwhelming majority of children in Gaza against polio 

DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip -- United Nations agencies say they have completed the administration of a second dose of polio vaccine to the overwhelming majority of children in the Gaza Strip.
In all, 556,774 children under the age of 10 received the second dose, the World Health Organization and the U.N. children's agency said in a statement Wednesday. That amounts to 94% of the total population that age in the territory, "a remarkable achievement given the extremely difficult circumstances," they said.
But they also said coverage only reached 88% in northern Gaza, where Israel has been waging a major operation over the past month. An estimated 7,000 to 10,000 children in Beit Lahiya, Beit Hanoun and Jabaliya were inaccessible, the agencies said.
The first dose was administered across all parts of Gaza in September. The U.N. said both sides largely observed humanitarian pauses to allow the vaccinations to proceed.
At least two doses and a minimum of 90% vaccination coverage are needed to prevent the spread of the disease in a given community, according to the agencies.
The campaign was launched after the first polio case was reported in Gaza in 25 years -- a 10-month-old boy, now paralyzed in the leg.
UNRWA head urges action to stop Israel from banning its operations in Gaza and the West Bank
UNITED NATIONS - The head of the U.N. agency that is a lifeline for Palestinian refugees is urging the world's nations to take action to prevent Israel from implementing a ban on its operations in Gaza and the West Bank, warning it will have "disastrous consequences" for millions of people caught in the ongoing war.
Commissioner-General Philippe Lazzarini, who heads the agency known as UNRWA, told the 193-member General Assembly Wednesday that the ban "will collapse the U.N. humanitarian response" in Gaza, end education for 650,000 boys and girls in the enclave, and severely harm the lives and future of Palestinians.
Philemon Yang, president of the General Assembly which established UNRWA in 1949, said Israel's legislation, which takes effect in 90 days, "constitutes an intolerable affront to the authority of this assembly, an affront to international law and, most importantly, an affront to the human dignity of innocent Palestinian civilians."
He warned that dismantling UNRWA will also undermine the pursuit of a lasting solution to the decades-old Israeli-Palestinian conflict and constitute "an attack on the foundations of a two-state solution."
Yang said the assembly extended UNRWA's mandate in December 2022 by an overwhelming majority until June 30, 2026, and urgently called on Israel to comply with its international legal obligations, the U.N. Charter and U.N. resolutions.
Israel's U.N. Ambassador Danny Danon reiterated Israeli accusations that UNRWA is riddled with supporters of Hamas which masterminded the Oct. 7, 2023 attacks in southern Israel and fosters terrorism and claimed it is not the backbone of humanitarian operations in Gaza and must be eliminated.
Sitting next to released Israeli hostage Mia Schem in the assembly chamber, Danon strongly criticized the General Assembly and all other U.N. bodies for failing to condemn Hamas or to hold a single session dedicated to the hostages.
Israeli strikes kill at least 15 people in northern Gaza
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip - Palestinian medical officials say Israeli strikes have killed at least 15 people in the Gaza Strip.
A strike hit a house in the northern town of Beit Lahiya, killing at least six people from the same family, according to the Gaza Health Ministry's emergency service. The dead include a mother and her three children, as well as the children's grandmother and uncle, according to a list provided by the service.
In the urban refugee camp of Jabaliya, also in northern Gaza, al-Awda Hospital said it received the bodies of five men killed in an Israeli strike.
Another strike in central Gaza killed four people and wounded 17 others, according to the al-Awda Hospital in the built-up Nuseriat refugee camp. It said rescuers were still searching through the rubble.
The military says it only targets militants and tries to avoid harming civilians. It rarely comments on individual strikes, which often kill women and children.
Israel has been waging a major offensive over the past month in northern Gaza, the most heavily destroyed and isolated part of the territory, where it says Hamas has regrouped.
Hundreds of people have been killed and tens of thousands driven from their homes.
Attack in the West Bank leaves 2 lightly wounded 
JERUSALEM -- Israeli authorities say two people were lightly wounded in a car-ramming and stabbing attack in the West Bank on Wednesday. 
The military said the attacker was killed.
Palestinians have carried out scores of stabbing, shooting and car-ramming attacks against Israelis in recent years, and tensions have spiked across the region since Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023 attack out of Gaza ignited the war there.
Israel has carried out near-daily military raids in the West Bank that have killed hundreds of Palestinians. Most appear to have been militants killed in gunbattle, but the dead also include people killed during violent protests as well as civilian bystanders.
Israel captured the West Bank and Gaza in the 1967 Mideast war, and the Palestinians want both territories to be part of their future state.
Hezbollah leader says group is not concerned with results of US election
BEIRUT -- Hezbollah's leader Naim Kassem said in a speech aired Wednesday the Lebanese militant group "is not basing its expectations on the results of the American elections."
"We will make the enemy seek to demand an end to the aggression," Kassem said, speaking from an undisclosed location in a pre-recorded televised address. "Our military capabilities are available for a long time, and we do not rely on the results of the American elections."
His speech marked the 40-day mourning period since former Hezbollah chief Hassan Nasrallah was assassinated in Beirut.
"Whether Harris wins or Trump wins, they have no value to us," Kassem said.
He said that Hezbollah is open for cease-fire negotiations only once "the enemy stops its aggression."
"The only thing that will stop the war is the battlefield," he said.
U.S. envoy Amos Hochstein visited Israel nearly a week ago, raising hopes for an imminent cease-fire between Hezbollah and Israel. However, he immediately returned to the U.S. without traveling to Lebanon, which many saw as a sign of a setback.
As Kassem spoke, the Israeli army issued evacuation warnings for three buildings in Burj al-Barajneh, a district in Beirut's southern suburbs with a strong Hezbollah presence. Since the hostilities escalation, the suburb has faced repeated Israeli strikes, which have leveled hundreds of buildings.
Hezbollah rockets target Israel, reaching as far as Tel Aviv and central city of Raanana
JERUSALEM -- Sirens blared across northern and central Israel on Wednesday, including in the populous metropolitan area of Tel Aviv, as Hezbollah launched 10 rockets towards Israel. 
Israel's Magen David Adom rescue services said there were no reports of injuries.
A large portion of a rocket slammed into a parked car in the central Israeli city of Raanana. Rockets also struck an open area near Israel's main airport, Israeli media reported, though the airport said flights were operating as normally.
Israel's Magen David Adom rescue services said there were no injuries. Israeli police said they arrested 40 people during protests on Tuesday night when the demonstrators blocked Israel's main highway in Tel Aviv. 
The Lebanese militant group Hezbollah continues to send dozens of rockets and drones towards Israel. The projectiles have killed 72 people in Israel so far, including 30 soldiers, according to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's office. 
30 bodies are pulled from the rubble of a Lebanon apartment building struck by Israel
BEIRUT -- Lebanon's Civil Defense service said Wednesday they have pulled 30 bodies and remains out of the rubble of an apartment building in the town of Barja that Israel struck the night before. Search efforts were ongoing.
The airstrike Tuesday hit an area that had not been regularly targeted by Israeli military operations. It came without warning. There was no statement from the Israeli military on the strike, and it was not immediately clear what the intended target was.
Civil defense official Mostafa Danaj said it was unclear how many survivors or bodies were still trapped under the rubble.
"We hope that there isn't anyone else, but the neighbors have said that there are still people (missing)," he said.
Israeli forces and the Hezbollah militant group have been clashing for more than a year, since Hezbollah started firing rockets across the border on Oct. 8, 2023 -- a day after the deadly Hamas-led incursion into southern Israel sparked the war in Gaza. The war on the Lebanese front has substantially escalated since mid-September, with Israel launching a massive aerial bombardment of much of Lebanon and a ground invasion.

More than 3,000 people have been killed by Israeli strikes in Lebanon, the vast majority of them since Sept. 23. Israel has said it targets Hezbollah militants and weapons caches, but hundreds of civilians have also been killed.
___
For more Middle East news: https://apnews.com/hub/middle-east
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            Democratic nominee Kamala Harris conceded the presidential election to Republican Donald Trump Wednesday in a speech at her alma mater, Howard University. She addressed her young supporters, urging them to "never give up" trying to make the world better
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    



WASHINGTON (AP) -- Faced with a sweeping rejection by American voters, Kamala Harris conceded the presidential election to Donald Trump on Wednesday and encouraged supporters to continue fighting for their vision of the country.

The Democratic vice president said the battle would continue "in the voting booth, in the courts and in the public square."

"Sometimes the fight takes a while," she said at Howard University, her alma mater, where she had hoped to make a victory speech after the election. "That doesn't mean we won't win."

Harris' decisive defeat shattered hopes that she could rescue Democrats' chances after President Joe Biden's reelection effort stalled and she replaced him at the top of the ticket. 

She trailed in every battleground state to Trump, a Republican whom she described as an existential danger to the country's foundational institutions. And Trump appeared on track to win the popular vote for the first time in his three campaigns for the White House -- even after two impeachments, felony convictions and his attempt to overturn his previous election loss. 

    



Despite her stark warnings about Trump, Harris reached for optimism on Wednesday.

"It is OK to feel sad and disappointed, but please know it's going to be OK," she told supporters as some of them wiped tears from their eyes.

Biden released a statement praising Harris after her speech, saying: "She will continue the fight with purpose, determination, and joy. She will continue to be a champion for all Americans. Above all, she will continue to be a leader our children will look up to for generations to come as she puts her stamp on America's future."

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, Harris' running mate, was in the audience with his family. So were Reps. Nancy Pelosi, the former House speaker, and Barbara Lee, both from Harris' home state of California.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

    
    What to know about the 2024 election:

	The latest: Kamala Harris urged supporters to accept her election loss in her concession speech Wednesday, encouraging a focus on the future.
	Balance of power: Republicans won control of the U.S. Senate, giving the GOP a major power center in Washington. Control over the House of Representatives is still up for grabs.
	AP VoteCast: Anxiety over the economy and a desire for change returned Trump to the White House. AP journalists break down the voter data.
	Voto a voto: Sigue la cobertura de AP en espanol de las elecciones en EEUU.

News outlets globally count on the AP for accurate U.S. election results. Since 1848, the AP has been calling races up and down the ballot. Support us. Donate to the AP.



    



Before her speech, Harris called Trump to congratulate him on his victory. She told the crowd that "we will engage in a peaceful transfer of power," an implicit reference to Trump's unwillingness to do the same four years ago.

    



Some in the audience expressed disappointment that Harris was not able to make history as the country's first Black female president. Harris would also have been first U.S. president of South Asian descent 

Gregory Pate, 38, said he appreciated that Harris said she was "committed to the fight and not looking at this as a permanent defeat, but just another obstacle that we have to go through as Black people."

"I think it was perfect. I think that it was timely, and it was a message that I came to hear," said Pate, of Fairfax, Virginia.







Jay Evans, of Greenbelt, Maryland, said after Harris' spoke that he's wistful for what could have been.

    



"We're partly sad, because hearing her speak, she would have been an amazing person to bring the country together and to keep us in a better path," Evans said.

After Trump lost to Biden, he directed his supporters to march on the U.S. Capitol, leading to a violent insurrection that interrupted the ceremonial certification of the election results. 

Now Harris is expected to oversee the same certification process to finalize Trump's victory as voters brush off concerns about the future of American democracy and return the former Republican president to the White House. 

Biden plans to address the election results on Thursday. The White House said he spoke with Harris and Trump on Wednesday, and he invited the president-elect to meet with him soon. 

David Plouffe, a top Harris adviser, said campaign staffers "left it all on the field for their country."

"We dug out of a deep hole but not enough," he said. "A devastating loss."

Harris became the Democratic candidate after Biden, who was already struggling to convince voters that he could serve as president until he was 86 years old, stumbled badly in his June 27 debate with Trump. 

He dropped out of the race on July 21 and endorsed his vice president, who swiftly unified the Democratic Party around her candidacy. 

It was a remarkable twist of fate for Harris. Four years earlier, her own presidential campaign had flamed out and revealed the political limitations of someone once dubbed "the female Barack Obama." Even though Biden chose Harris as his running mate, she languished in the role after taking office as the first woman, Black person or person of South Asian descent to serve as vice president.

Some Democrats started writing her off when they pondered the party's future after Biden. But Harris found fresh purpose after the U.S. Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade in 2022, and she became the White House's leading advocate for abortion rights.

Harris also made a more concerted effort to network with local politicians, business leaders and cultural figures, forging connections that could serve her down the road. The moment arrived sooner than she anticipated, and she was catapulted into the presidential race with Biden's departure only a month before the Democratic National Convention.

Harris instantly reset the terms of the contest with Trump. She was 18 years younger and a former courtroom prosecutor going up against the first major presidential candidate convicted of crimes. Her candidacy energized Democrats who feared they were destined for defeat with Biden at the top of the ticket. 

But she also faced steep odds from the beginning. She inherited Biden's political operation with just 107 days until the end of the election, and she faced a restless electorate that was eager for change. 

Although Harris pitched "a new way forward," she struggled to meaningfully differentiate herself from the unpopular sitting president. In addition, she had limited time to introduce herself to skeptical voters, who never cast a ballot for her in a presidential primary. 

Democrats now face the prospect of picking up the pieces during a second Trump presidency, and it's unclear what role Harris will play in her party's future.


"The work of protecting America from the impacts of a Trump Presidency starts now," wrote Jen O'Malley Dillon, Harris' campaign chair, in a letter to staff. "I know the Vice President isn't finished in this fight, and I know the very people on this email are also going to be leaders in this collective mission."
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            FILE - A river borders an area that has been illegally deforested by land-grabbers and cattle farmers in an extractive reserve in Jaci-Parana, Rondonia state, Brazil, July 11, 2023. (AP Photo/Andre Penner, File)
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                                        AGUA CLARA, Brazil (AP) -- Forest loss in Brazil's Amazon dropped by 30.6% compared to the previous year, officials said Wednesday, the lowest level of destruction in nine years.
In a 12-month span, the Amazon rainforest lost 6,288 square kilometers (2,428 square miles), roughly the size of the U.S. state of Delaware. 
The results, announced in Brazil s presidential palace, sharply contrast with President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva's predecessor, far-right leader Jair Bolsonaro, who prioritized agribusiness expansion over forest protection and weakened environmental agencies. Deforestation hit a 15-year high during his term. 
Deforestation in Brazil's vast savannah, known as the Cerrado, decreased by 25.7%, the first decline in five years. The area destroyed reached 8,174 square kilometers (3,156 square miles). Located in central Brazil, it is the world's most biodiverse savannah but has fewer legal protections than the Amazon. 

    


Despite the success in curbing Amazon deforestation, Lula's government has been criticized by environmentalists for backing projects that could harm the region, such as the pavement of a highway that cuts from an old-growth area, oil drilling in the mouth of the Amazon River and building a railway to transport soy to Amazonian ports. 




Brazil's deforestation monitoring system tracks Aug. 1 to July 30, so Wednesday's report doesn't capture the destruction from the past few months, as a historic drought opened the way to a surge in forest fires that burned an area larger than Switzerland. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Much of the damage from fires is classified as degradation, not clearcutting deforestation, as the fire in the Amazon rainforest spreads mostly through leaves on the ground, and not through treetops. But the full impact will be assessed in the following months through further satellite monitoring. Government officials already fear that the deforestation rate may increase next year as the Amazonian city of Belem prepares to host the annual U.N. climate talks, known as COP30.

    


The Amazon, an area twice the size of India, holds the world's largest rainforest, about two-thirds of it within Brazil. It stores vast amounts of carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas that causes climate change. The Amazon thus prevents the climate from warming even faster than it would otherwise. The basin also holds about 20% of the world's fresh water and biodiversity includes 16,000 known tree species.
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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            Special counsel Jack Smith is evaluating how to wind down the two federal cases against Donald Trump before he takes office in light of longstanding Justice Department policy that says sitting presidents cannot be prosecuted, a person familiar with the matter said Wednesday.
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            FILE - Special counsel Jack Smith speaks to the media about an indictment of former President Donald Trump, Aug. 1, 2023, at an office of the Department of Justice in Washington. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- Special counsel Jack Smith is evaluating how to wind down the two federal cases against Donald Trump before the president-elect takes office in light of longstanding Justice Department policy that says sitting presidents cannot be prosecuted, a person familiar with the matter said Wednesday.
Smith charged Trump last year with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election and illegally hoarding classified documents at his Mar-a-Lago estate. But Trump's election defeat of Kamala Harris means that the Justice Department believes he can no longer face prosecution in accordance with department legal opinions meant to shield presidents from criminal charges while in office.
The person familiar with Smith's plans was not authorized to discuss the matter by name and spoke on condition of anonymity to The Associated Press. 

    


By moving to wind down the cases before the inauguration in January, Smith and the Justice Department would be averting a potential showdown with Trump, who said as recently as last month that he would fire Smith "within two seconds" of taking office. It would also mean Trump would enter the White House without the legal cloud of federal criminal prosecutions that once carried the potential for felony convictions and prison sentences.




NBC News first reported Smith's plans.
Smith's two cases charge Trump in a conspiracy to undo the election results in the run-up to the Capitol riot, and with retaining top secret records at his Mar-a-Lago estate in Florida and obstructing FBI efforts to recover them. He was appointed to the position in November 2022 by Attorney General Merrick Garland.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The classified documents case has been stalled since July when a Trump-appointed judge, Aileen Cannon, dismissed it on grounds that Smith was illegally appointed. Smith has appealed to the Atlanta-based 11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, where the request to revive the case is pending. Even as Smith looks to withdraw the documents case against Trump, he would seem likely to continue to challenge Cannon's ruling on the legality of his appointment given the precedent such a ruling would create.

    


In the 2020 election interference case, Trump was scheduled to stand trial in March in Washington, where more than 1,000 of his supporters have been convicted of charges for their roles in the Capitol riot. But the case was halted as Trump pursued his sweeping claims of immunity from prosecution that ultimately landed before the U.S. Supreme Court.
Trump could be emboldened by the Supreme Court's ruling in July, which granted former presidents expansive immunity from prosecution for acts taken in the White House and explicitly put off-limits any alleged conduct involving Trump's discussions with the Justice Department. That included his efforts to use the Justice Department to conduct sham election fraud investigations as part of his bid to stay in power.
The conservative-majority Supreme Court sent the case back to U.S. District Judge Tanya Chutkan to determine which of the other allegations in the indictment, if any, could move forward to trial. 

    


In response, Smith's team last month filed a 165-page brief laying out new evidence to persuade the judge that the actions alleged in the indictment were taken in Trump's private capacity as a candidate -- not as commander-in-chief -- and therefore can remain part of the case. Trump's lawyers are scheduled to file their response later this month. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 election:

	The latest: Kamala Harris urged supporters to accept her election loss in her concession speech Wednesday, encouraging a focus on the future.
	Balance of power: Republicans won control of the U.S. Senate, giving the GOP a major power center in Washington. Control over the House of Representatives is still up for grabs.
	AP VoteCast: Anxiety over the economy and a desire for change returned Trump to the White House. AP journalists break down the voter data.
	Voto a voto: Sigue la cobertura de AP en espanol de las elecciones en EEUU.

News outlets globally count on the AP for accurate U.S. election results. Since 1848, the AP has been calling races up and down the ballot. Support us. Donate to the AP.



    


In New York, meanwhile, Trump could seek to leverage his newfound status as president-elect in an effort to set aside or expunge his felony conviction and stave off a potential prison sentence.
Trump has been fighting for months to overturn the May 30 verdict, which involves a $130,000 hush money payment to porn actor Stormy Daniels just before the 2016 election. It is the only one of his criminal cases to go to trial.
Tried as a private citizen, his impending return to the White House could compel a court to step in and avoid the unprecedented spectacle of potentially locking up a former and future president.

    


Trump's lawyers haven't signaled their plans. Before the election, the attorneys were rejected in a bid to move the case from state court to federal court, where he could more easily dispose of it. They are now appealing.
Judge Juan M. Merchan has said he will rule next Tuesday on whether to uphold or toss the verdict in the wake of the U.S. Supreme Court's July ruling that presidents have broad protections from prosecution.
The judge has penciled in Nov. 26 for sentencing, "if necessary." Punishments range from a fine or probation to up to four years in prison.

Though Trump technically has no authority as president to shut down a state-level prosecution like the one in New York, his victory nonetheless calls into question that case as well as a separate pending case in Fulton County, Georgia charging him with plotting to subvert that state's election in 2020.
____
Associated Press writer Michael R. Sisak in New York contributed to this report.
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                    Palestinians receive aid distributed by UNRWA, the U.N. agency helping Palestinian refugees, in Nusairat refugee camp, Gaza, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- The head of the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees urged the world Wednesday to save it from an Israeli ban that would have "disastrous consequences" for millions of people caught up in the war in Gaza.
Philippe Lazzarini, who heads the agency known as UNRWA, told the 193 nations of the U.N. General Assembly that they must take action to prevent Israel from implementing legislation that prohibits the agency's operations in the Palestinian territories. The laws, adopted by Israel's parliament last month, take effect in 90 days.
UNRWA was established by the General Assembly in 1949 to provide relief for Palestinians who fled or were expelled from their homes before and during the 1948 Arab-Israeli war that followed Israel's establishment, as well as their descendants, until there is a political solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

    


UNRWA has been the main agency distributing humanitarian aid in the Gaza Strip, where almost the entire population of around 2.3 million Palestinians relies on aid for survival amid Israel's more than yearlong war with Hamas. Experts say hunger is rampant.




Assembly President Philemon Yang told members at Wednesday's informal meeting that Israel's legislation "constitutes an intolerable affront to the authority of this assembly, an affront to international law and, most importantly, an affront to the human dignity of innocent Palestinian civilians."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Yang said the assembly extended UNRWA's mandate -- most recently in December 2022 -- by an overwhelming majority until June 30, 2026. He urgently called on Israel to comply with its international legal obligations, the U.N. Charter and U.N. resolutions.
U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has repeatedly said there is no alternative to UNRWA, and Yang stressed that a halt to its activities "would exacerbate an already catastrophic humanitarian situation."

    


Israel alleges that around a dozen of UNRWA's 13,000 staff in Gaza participated in the Oct. 7, 2023, Hamas attacks in southern Israel that sparked the war in Gaza. It recently provided the U.N. with over 100 names of UNRWA staff it claims have militant ties.
The agency denies it knowingly aids armed groups and says it acts quickly to purge any suspected militants among its staff. Lazzarini said the U.N. has asked Israel for details so it can investigate but has received no response.
Israel's U.N. Ambassador Danny Danon reiterated Israeli accusations that UNRWA is riddled with supporters of Hamas and educates Palestinian children to "hate." He stressed that Gaza's future cannot include Hamas or UNRWA. 
Sitting next to released Israeli hostage Mia Schem, he strongly criticized the General Assembly and all other U.N. bodies for failing to condemn Hamas or to hold a single session dedicated to the hostages.
Riyad Mansour, the Palestinian U.N. ambassador, echoed calls for countries to act collectively to save UNRWA, accusing Israel of an "open assault" against the agency partly aimed at stripping Palestinians of their refugee status and rights.

    


"As we gather here, hundreds of thousands of Palestinians are facing imminent death," he said of northern Gaza.
Acting U.N. humanitarian chief Joyce Msuya said Tuesday that northern Gaza has been under "a near-total brutal siege" for the past month and Palestinian civilians are starving while the world watches.
"These atrocities must stop," Msuya said in a posting on X. "Israeli military ground operations have left Palestinians without the essentials to survive, forced them to flee for safety multiple times, and cut off their escape and supply routes."

Lebanon's U.N. Ambassador Hadi Hachem, speaking on behalf of the U.N.'s 22-member Arab Group, called on the General Assembly to confront Israel's "dangerous precedent" and take urgent measures to defend UNRWA and uphold international law.
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            The U.S. stock market, Tesla, banks, and bitcoin are storming higher as investors bet on the impact of Donald Trump's White House return. But as AP Deputy Market's Editor Seth Sutel explains, not all sectors are winners.
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            A television screen on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange displays results of the Presidential election, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)
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            A television screen on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange displays results of the Presidential election, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)
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            People pass the New York Stock Exchange in New York's Financial District on Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan)
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            A man passes a video monitor on the side of the New York Stock Exchange in New York's Financial District on Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan)
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            Trader Michael Capolino works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)
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            Specialist Meric Greenbaum works at his post on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)
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            Trader John Romolo, right, works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)
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            A board above the trading floor of the New York Stock Exchange shows the closing number for the Dow Jones industrial average, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 9

                                    
                                    A television screen on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange displays results of the Presidential election, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 9 | 
            People pass the New York Stock Exchange in New York's Financial District on Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 9

                                    
                                    People pass the New York Stock Exchange in New York's Financial District on Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 9 | 
            A man passes a video monitor on the side of the New York Stock Exchange in New York's Financial District on Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The U.S. stock market, Elon Musk's Tesla, banks and bitcoin all stormed higher Wednesday as investors made bets on what Donald Trump's return to the White House will mean for the economy and the world. Among the losers the market sees: the renewable-energy industry and potentially anyone worried about higher inflation.
The S&P 500 rallied 2.5% for its best day in nearly two years. The Dow Jones Industrial Average surged 1,508 points, or 3.6%, while the Nasdaq composite jumped 3%. All three indexes topped records they had set in recent weeks. 
The U.S. stock market has historically tended to rise regardless of which party wins  the White House, with Democrats scoring bigger average gains since 1945. But Republican control could mean big shifts in the winning and losing industries underneath the surface, and investors are adding to bets built earlier on what the higher tariffs, lower tax rates and lighter regulation that Trump favors will mean.

    


"The markets are scrambling to figure out what happens next, but for the time being, the market is pricing in a higher growth and higher inflation outlook," Peter Esho of Esho Capital said. 




Of course, how much change Trump effects in his second term will likely depend on whether his fellow Republicans win control of Congress, and that's still to be determined. That could leave room for snaps back in some of Wednesday's big knee-jerk movements. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Stock market today: Stocks, bond yields and bitcoin advance as US election brings Republican gains
    

    
    
    Stocks got an Election Day boost. More from AP's Seth Sutel. 

    

Nevertheless, the market is cleaving between rather clear winners and losers following Trump's dramatic win. Among them: 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Bank stocks, UP 
Bank stocks led the market higher, in part on hopes that a stronger economy would mean more customers getting loans and paying them back with interest. They also rallied on hopes for lighter regulation from a Republican White House. JPMorgan Chase soared 11.5%, and financial stocks had the biggest gain by far among the 11 sectors that make up the S&P 500. Capital One Financial climbed 15%, and Discover Financial jumped 20.2% for some of the market's biggest gains on speculation their pending merger will more easily get federal clearance under Trump.

    


Crypto, UP
Trump has pledged to make the country "the crypto capital of the planet" and create a "strategic reserve" of bitcoin. The price of bitcoin hit an all-time high above $76,480, according to CoinDesk, and was recently just under $76,100. Companies in the crypto industry also jumped, including trading platform Coinbase's 31.1% leap.
Tesla, UP
Musk has become a close ally of Trump, exhorting the former president's run. While Trump may end up hurting the electric-vehicle industry broadly by limiting government subsidies, analysts say Tesla could gain somewhat of an advantage by already being such a big player in the industry. Tesla revved 14.8% higher, while rival Rivian Automotive fell 8.3%.
Trump Media & Technology Group, UP
The company behind Trump's Truth Social platform rose 5.9% after jumping nearly 35% earlier in the day. It regularly trades more on Trump's popularity than on prospects for its profits. Its rise came even after it filed unaudited financial documents with regulators on Tuesday saying it lost $19.2 million during the latest quarter and that its sales weakened from a year earlier. 

    


Private-prison operators, UP 
A Trump-led Washington could push for tougher enforcement of the nation's borders, which could mean more business for companies that work with U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, or ICE. GEO Group, which runs ICE processing centers, surged 42.1%.
Stocks of smaller companies, UP
Trump's America-First policies could help companies that focus on customers within the United States, rather than big multinationals that could be hurt by increased tariffs and protectionism. The Russell 2000 index of smaller stocks, which are seen as more domestically focused than the big stocks in the S&P 500, jumped 5.8%. That was more than double the S&P 500's gain. 
Treasury bond prices, DOWN 
Investors see Trump's policies potentially leading to stronger economic growth, which helps push prices down for Treasurys and their yields up. Tax cuts under Trump could also further swell the U.S. government's deficit, which would increase its borrowing needs and force yields even higher. The yield on the 10-year Treasury jumped to 4.43% from 4.29% late Tuesday, which is a major move for the bond market. It's up substantially from August, when it was below 4%.

    


Inflation worries, UP
Investors also see Trump's policies likely adding to future inflation, particularly tariffs, which can add costs to U.S. households' bills. 
"Trump keeps openly telling people that he will increase tariffs not just on China but with every trade partner," said Andrzej Skiba, head of BlueBay U.S. Fixed Income at RBC Global Asset Management. "We're talking 10% tariffs across all global partners. This is a big deal because this could add 1% to inflation. If you add 1% to next year's inflation numbers, we should say bye to rate cuts." 
A drop-off in immigration could also mean a crunch of available workers for employers, which could force companies to raise wages for workers faster and put more upward pressure on inflation.

    


Expectations for interest rate cuts, MUDDLED
Much of Wall Street's run to records this year was built on expectations for coming cuts to interest rates by the Federal Reserve, now that inflation seems to be heading back down to its 2% target. Easier interest rates help boost the economy, but they can also give inflation more fuel. 
The Fed will announce its latest decision on interest rates Thursday, where the expectation is still for a cut, according to data from CME Group. But traders are already paring back forecasts for how many cuts the Fed will provide through the middle of next year.
Foreign currencies, DOWN against the dollar
Trump has vowed to sharply hike tariffs on imports from China, Mexico and other countries, raising worries about trade wars and disruptions to the global economy. A measure of the U.S. dollar's value against several major currencies climbed 1.6%, which means that those other currencies fell. 
The euro sank 1.5%, and the South Korean won fell 1.2% The Mexican peso, which has been falling against the dollar since the summer, in part on worries about a possible Trump re-election, fell early in the day but then pared its loss.
Rewnewable energy stocks, DOWN 
Trump is a fan of fossil fuels, encouraging production of oil and natural gas. His win sent solar stocks sharply lower, including a 10.1% fall for First Solar and 16.8% slide for Enphase Energy. 

The only stock with a bigger loss in the S&P 500 was Super Micro Computer, which said its sales for the latest quarter could come in below its prior forecast. Its stock sank 18.1%.
All told, the S&P 500 rose 146.28 points to 5,929.04. The Dow surged 1,508.05 to 43,729.93, and the Nasdaq composite jumped 544.29 to 18,983.47.
___
AP Writers Zimo Zhong, Elaine Kurtenbach, Kirstin Grieshaber and Kelvin Chan contributed to this report. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/stock-markets-rates-china-93421462d761eb1402d813cb381fe6e9
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            Sheron Campbell wears a Kamala Harris shirt while voting on Election Day in Oakland, Calif., Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            Supporters react as they watch election results at an election night campaign watch party for Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Precious Brady-Davis, a Black transgender woman who'd just won a two-year term on a Chicago-area water management board, speaks during an interview Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Voters cast ballots in Denver on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Chet Stgrange)
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            Hirieth Cervantes, freshman music major in Columbia College Chicago, waits to vote outside Chicago City Loop Super Site polling place on Election Day in Chicago, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Chicago school teacher Tabitha Berry, a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority, fills out a ballot for the general election on Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in the Bronzeville neighborhood of Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            First-time voter Elizabeth Vazquez, 33, left, receives in-person assistance from her mother, Estela Gonzalez, middle, and Victoria Arriaga, as she casts her ballot at Barrio Action Youth & Family Center in the El Sereno area of Los Angeles on Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            Voters wait in line to cast their ballots outside a polling station on the Navajo Nation in Chinle, Ariz., on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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            Marsha Molinari of West Hollywood, Calif., holds a cell phone at a polling place at the Connie Norman Transgender Empowerment Center on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in West Hollywood, Calif. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            Annita Lentin of West Hollywood, Calif., walks through the Connie Norman Transgender Empowerment Center after casting her ballot at a polling place there on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in West Hollywood, Calif. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            Voters fill out their ballots at a voting center at Lumen Field Event Center on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            Students watch election coverage at Spelman College, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Leah Charles, left, and Tianna Adams, North Carolina A&T students, gathers with other students for an election night watch party, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in Greensboro, N.C. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Ed Torres, left, and J. Carrie Torres join others as they celebrate the Republicans retaking the Senate during a GOP election night party at Muldoon's Irish Pub in Newport Beach. Calif., Tuesday, Nov. 4, 2024. (Jeff Gritchen/The Orange County Register via AP)
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            People giving their first names Erika, left, and Leeann react after an abortion rights amendment to the Missouri constitution passed, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, at a watch party in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Justina Santos reacts as results come in during an election night party at Roscoe's Chicken & Waffles, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in Long Beach, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            Sheron Campbell wears a Kamala Harris shirt while voting on Election Day in Oakland, Calif., Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            Supporters react as they watch election results at an election night campaign watch party for Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Precious Brady-Davis, a Black transgender woman who'd just won a two-year term on a Chicago-area water management board, speaks during an interview Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Voters cast ballots in Denver on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Chet Stgrange)
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            Hirieth Cervantes, freshman music major in Columbia College Chicago, waits to vote outside Chicago City Loop Super Site polling place on Election Day in Chicago, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Chicago school teacher Tabitha Berry, a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority, fills out a ballot for the general election on Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in the Bronzeville neighborhood of Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            First-time voter Elizabeth Vazquez, 33, left, receives in-person assistance from her mother, Estela Gonzalez, middle, and Victoria Arriaga, as she casts her ballot at Barrio Action Youth & Family Center in the El Sereno area of Los Angeles on Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            Voters wait in line to cast their ballots outside a polling station on the Navajo Nation in Chinle, Ariz., on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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            Marsha Molinari of West Hollywood, Calif., holds a cell phone at a polling place at the Connie Norman Transgender Empowerment Center on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in West Hollywood, Calif. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            Voters fill out their ballots at a voting center at Lumen Field Event Center on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            People giving their first names Erika, left, and Leeann react after an abortion rights amendment to the Missouri constitution passed, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, at a watch party in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Justina Santos reacts as results come in during an election night party at Roscoe's Chicken & Waffles, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in Long Beach, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


Voters had the chance this election to break the highest glass ceiling in American politics by electing Kamala Harris the nation's first female president. Instead, they returned Donald Trump to the White House, a comeback that relied on significant -- even somewhat improved - support among women.
Some female voters on Wednesday mourned the missed opportunity to send a woman to the Oval Office and wondered when, if ever, it might happen. 
"I am just aghast," said Precious Brady-Davis, a Black transgender woman who'd just won a two-year term on a Chicago-area water management board -- but her joy in that was tempered. "I am disappointed in my fellow Americans that, once again, we did not elect a qualified woman to the presidency."
Those who supported Trump -- like Katherine Mickelson, a 20-year-old college student from Sioux Falls, South Dakota -- said the race came down to values and to issues like the economy, not gender. Even Harris herself sought her place in history without dwelling on her gender. 

    


"While I think a lot of women would like to see a female president, myself included," Mickelson said, "we aren't just going to blindly vote for a woman." 




Despite the history-making potential of Harris' campaign, she wasn't able to expand on President Joe Biden's 2020 support among women to cement a win, according to AP VoteCast, a sweeping survey of more than 120,000 voters nationwide. Fifty-three percent of women supported Harris, compared with 46% for Trump -- slightly narrower than Biden's advantage among them in 2020.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The prospect of electing the first female president didn't rank high as a motivator for voters. Only about 1 in 10 voters said the fact that Harris would be the first woman was the single most important factor for their vote, while about one-quarter said it was an important driver, but not the most important.
Denise Martin in Georgia had a grim view: "I really feel like the majority of Americans still aren't ready for a woman. They are so short-sighted." That included, she said, some fellow female voters.

    


Women were more likely than men to say electing the first female president was at least a factor in their vote, VoteCast showed, though few said it was the main driver and about 4 in 10 women said it wasn't a factor.
Black women were especially motivated by the potential for the first female president -- about a third said it was the most important factor. 
Maya Davis theorized that Harris' identity as a Black and South Asian woman "absolutely" played a role in her defeat. As a Black woman herself, the 27-year-old North Carolina attorney said she's constantly forced to prove herself. 
"I don't think there's anything she could have done differently unfortunately," she said of Harris. "Maybe not be a woman."
Female supporters of Trump, 78 -- who adopted a hypermasculine campaign style, used sexist tropes and vowed to protect women "whether they like it or not" -- said they found his rhetoric perhaps unfortunate or hyperbolic, but less troubling than concerns about the economy, immigration and abortion.

    


Krissy Bunner of Greenville, South Carolina, called Trump a "promoter of women" and said the future is "so much brighter" for them because Trump was elected.

    
    What to know about the 2024 election:

	The latest: Kamala Harris urged supporters to accept her election loss in her concession speech Wednesday, encouraging a focus on the future.
	Balance of power: Republicans won control of the U.S. Senate, giving the GOP a major power center in Washington. Control over the House of Representatives is still up for grabs.
	AP VoteCast: Anxiety over the economy and a desire for change returned Trump to the White House. AP journalists break down the voter data.
	Voto a voto: Sigue la cobertura de AP en espanol de las elecciones en EEUU.

News outlets globally count on the AP for accurate U.S. election results. Since 1848, the AP has been calling races up and down the ballot. Support us. Donate to the AP.



    


"He does so much, you know, for us," the 56-year-old said. She described women who favored Harris as misled by the media, and said Trump's stringent border policies and stance on barring transgender athletes from women's sports would benefit all women. 
Virginia King, 19, of Dallas, spoke about Trump's unscripted nature. "He's just kind of outspoken about what he thinks and what he does, whereas other people hide it," she said. "It's probably not ideal, but it doesn't make me not support him." 
Other women found the former president's bombast ominous and feared a second Trump term would further threaten their rights two years after his Supreme Court appointees helped overturn the right to abortion.
"All of women's protections are going to go away if you don't protect the basic fundamental issue of democracy to begin with," said retired teacher Mary Ellen Brown, 66, of Newtown, Pennsylvania. Brown said she dressed in black Wednesday and feared her family was losing faith in their country. 

    


After Harris stepped into the race in July, Trump doubled down on banter that many found paternalistic - and worse -- as he tried to close the gender gap. He also offended many by calling Harris "stupid" or "lazy." His running mate, JD Vance, called the vice president "trash."
The discourse didn't bother Nina Christina, a North Carolina nurse more worried about feeding her children. Christina, 35, voted for Trump and said she just hopes to avoid being "underwater."
"It shouldn't be this difficult to survive in everyday life," said Christina, adding that Harris already had a chance to fix the economy.

    


Harris, 60, bypassed the suffragist white worn by Hillary Clinton in 2016 and rarely spoke about the glass ceiling during a frenzy of energetic campaign stops since becoming the Democratic nominee in July.
Her supporters welcomed the upbeat mood after what they saw as a series of setbacks for women's progress in recent years: a workload surge during the pandemic, when children were sent home from school in 2020; the overturning of Roe v. Wade in 2022; and the steady drumbeat of #MeToo cases, some lodged against Trump.
In Minneapolis, 90-year-old Audrey Wesley -- who's voted in more presidential elections than she can count off the top of her head -- said she'd been hoping a Harris victory would usher in a bipartisan resurgence.
"I can't believe a man that has done this much against the law can even be running for president," Wesley said, referring to the litany of legal battles, including sexual assault allegations, Trump brings to the office. "Our system is broken."
Relatively few voters said Trump's legal cases were a major factor in their decision-making this election, according to AP VoteCast. Only about a quarter of Trump voters said the legal cases involving Trump were at least an important factor, but about 8 in 10 Harris voters did.
Some women voters experienced the gender gap within their own homes or families -- women like Dee Bertino, 55, of Moorestown, New Jersey, who spent her first date with her husband arguing about trickle-down economics. Twenty-five years and two sons later, she mailed in a ballot for Harris while her husband voted for Trump.
Bertino said her top concern was women's rights, but she also bemoaned the lack of civility she felt Trump had unleashed. Her husband, Bob, 58, with whom she runs a sexual health company, also supported abortion rights, she said, but felt the economy, immigration and other issues were more important.
Having a woman president is "not that big" for me, Bertino said. "But I truly believe that our democracy is facing its largest threat in history, and Trump must be stopped."
Bertino and her husband hotly debate politics and the election. That's not true for Martin, in Peachtree City, Georgia, 
Martin, 61, is a flight attendant. Her partner is a pilot. He voted for Trump, for the third time. She voted for Harris. Speaking about politics is fraught and painful, and they know to avoid it. 
When Clinton lost in 2016, Martin said, she was beside herself and couldn't talk to her partner for days. This year, Martin had hoped to privately celebrate the ascension of the first female president, a woman she supported not because she was a woman, but because she was the right candidate: "so thoughtful, so smart, so well-spoken." 
But the news did not seem good, so she went to bed. She awoke to see the race called for Trump, and grew tearful. Among her chief concerns: the future of democracy; health care, especially reproductive care for young women; respect for science; climate policy; and the United States' standing in the world. 
As Clinton herself has said, Harris didn't need to emphasize the gender issue, because the public has grown more accustomed to seeing female candidates. Seven women, representing three political parties, ran for president in 2020. 
"We now don't just have one image of a person who happens to be a woman who ran for president - namely me," she told the AP in September.  "Now we have a much better opportunity for women candidates, starting with Kamala, to be viewed in a way that just takes for granted the fact that, yes, guess what? She's a woman."
Trump voter Elizabeth Herbert, a retired homeschool teacher from Wake Forest, North Carolina, saw Trump as a strong leader and family man. She would still like to see a woman president. She just didn't embrace Harris.
"I think a woman could do a great job as president," she said. "I don't think she is the right woman." 
Some women who'd voted for Harris told AP they were too stunned to speak about the news. "I'm devastated," texted one; "I'll need a little time," another wrote. Others said they were forcing themselves to move forward. 
"We'll get through today and then get some rest," Martin said, looking forward to playing trivia with her friends later.
"The world is going to change, but we have to find our way in it. We can't let this ruin us."
___

Associated Press reporters Hannah Schoenbaum in Salt Lake City; Makiya Seminera in Raleigh, North Carolina; Sophia Tareen in Chicago; Leah Willingham in Charleston, West Virginia; and Michael Goldberg in Minneapolis contributed. 
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            People watch results come in on a television screen at the DFL electionnight party, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in St. Paul, Minn. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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            Voters wait in line to cast their ballots at the Kingston Armory in Wilkes-Barre, Pa, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Members of the media work during an election night campaign watch party for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris on Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, on the campus of Howard University in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    



For all the concerns about a tumultuous process that could leave Americans waiting for days to learn who its next president would be, news outlets instead experienced an election night that hewed close to tradition.

Fox News Channel declared Donald Trump had reclaimed the presidency at 1:47 a.m. on Wednesday. Broadcast networks and The Associated Press had Trump on the precipice of returning to the presidency when he took the stage in Florida at 2:25 a.m. to declare victory. "This is, I believe, the greatest political movement of all time," Trump said onstage at his victory party in West Palm Beach.

His opponent, Vice President Kamala Harris, would speak later Wednesday morning, her campaign manager said, dispersing a crowd that had gathered to celebrate her at Howard University.

Broadcast, cable news networks, digital news sites and one streaming service -- Amazon -- covered the count steadily into Wednesday morning. Many of their journalists had warned viewers that determining the winner could be a protracted process that could take several days, like it had in 2020.

Yet from the first hints provided by exit poll results shortly after 5 p.m. Eastern time, the election night story moved methodically in Trump's direction. The dam broke at 11:18 p.m. on Tuesday, when the AP called the first of seven battleground states, North Carolina, for the former president.


Networks forge forward quickly



The networks moved quickly into the post-mortem stage.

"This looks a lot more like 2016 to me than 2020," NBC's Chuck Todd said, a reference to Trump's victory that year over Democrat Hillary Clinton.

Fox News Channel pointed to exit poll results that showed Trump making gains among young voters and Latinos. "The Biden-Harris people pushed them into Trump's open arms," said Fox's Dana Perino, a former White House press secretary under President George W. Bush.

"Maybe," Fox News' Brit Hume said, "it's time for his enemies to stop it."





In his speech, Trump praised his running mate, JD Vance, for "going into the enemy camp" for interviews on places like CNN and MSNBC. "He absolutely obliterated them," he said.

Hours earlier, when the first exit poll results showed the unpopularity of President Joe Biden and Americans with a dim view of where the country was headed, CNN's Chris Wallace said that "it would be a miracle if Harris could win with that." His colleagues, Dana Bash and Audie Cornish, warned him of jumping to conclusions that Harris would be blamed for that, but Wallace sounded more prescient as the night progressed.

"She was trying to do something as a sitting vice president that had never been done before -- succeed an unpopular president," Todd said.


Analysts question the element of race



Former Sen. Claire McCaskill, an NBC News analyst, said the element of race could not be discounted. Some Americans were more comfortable with President Joe Biden, a white man, than Harris, who was attempting to be the first woman of color to be elected president, she said.

    



"Can you imagine a woman of color acting the way Donald Trump acted -- even for one day?" CNN analyst Van Jones said. "The kinds of stuff that he said, the kinds of stuff that he did, the way that he would insult people. If you're a person of color, you don't feel like you have the freedom."

Trump had "a license to just be a fool, just to be an obnoxious ass ... and he gets to be president," Jones said.

Due to remarkably close pre-election polls, the outcome was considered a mystery that could take many days to resolve. In his last pre-election prediction, statistician Nate Silver said it was no better than a coin flip, giving an ever-so-slight edge to Harris.

    
    What to know about the 2024 election:

	The latest: Kamala Harris urged supporters to accept her election loss in her concession speech Wednesday, encouraging a focus on the future.
	Balance of power: Republicans won control of the U.S. Senate, giving the GOP a major power center in Washington. Control over the House of Representatives is still up for grabs.
	AP VoteCast: Anxiety over the economy and a desire for change returned Trump to the White House. AP journalists break down the voter data.
	Voto a voto: Sigue la cobertura de AP en espanol de las elecciones en EEUU.

News outlets globally count on the AP for accurate U.S. election results. Since 1848, the AP has been calling races up and down the ballot. Support us. Donate to the AP.



    



The New York Times' predictive Needle judged the contest a "toss-up" in the beginning of the evening, leaning slightly toward Trump. But it moved steadily in Trump's direction, to the point where the Times by midnight judged Trump with a 90 percent likelihood of capturing the presidency again.

Also by midnight, CNN's count had Trump leading Harris in Pennsylvania, Michigan and Wisconsin -- the so-called blue wall that was central to her strategy for victory.

"It's not mission impossible" for Harris to come back and win Pennsylvania, CNN's John King said, looking over voter statistics. "But it's becoming mission improbable." Within two hours, CNN awarded Pennsylvania to Trump.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

For much of the night, the journalists who stood before "magic boards" -- King, Bill Hemmer on Fox News Channel, Steve Kornacki on MSNBC -- took up much of the airtime with granular reports on results. State-by-state, county-by-county, they showed numbers where Trump was outperforming his 2020 campaign and Harris lagged behind Biden's results.

If anything, the networks relied too much on their numbers czars than on their reporters.


To have results was a relief



The presence of actual results were a tonic to news organizations that had weeks -- and an excruciatingly long day of voting -- to talk about an election campaign that polls have repeatedly shown to be remarkably tight. They tried to extract wisdom from anecdotal evidence.

"Dixville Notch is a metaphor for the entire race," CNN's Alyssa Farah Griffin said, making efforts to draw meaning from the tiny New Hampshire community that reported its 3-3 vote for Harris and Trump in the early morning hours.

Former NBC News anchor Brian Williams, during his one-night leading Amazon's streamcast appearance, had one unexpected guest in the California studio where he was operating. Puck reporter Tara Palmeri was supposed to report from Trump headquarters in West Palm Beach but was denied credentials to attend by the former president's team.

Trump campaign manager Chris LaCivita described her as a "gossip columnist" in a post on the social media site X. Palmeri told Williams she had accurately reported some anxiety within the Trump camp about who was voting early.


Neither Axios nor Politico would immediately confirm reports that some of their reporters were similarly banned, and the Trump campaign did not immediately return a call for comment.

___

David Bauder writes about media for the AP. Follow him at http://x.com/dbauder.
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            Republicans seized control of the U.S. Senate late Tuesday after flipping Democratic held seats, holding onto GOP incumbents and wresting away the majority for the first time in four years.
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            Polarizing. Challenging. A lot of wasted time. That's how lawmakers describe what's like being in the U.S. House these days. (AP Video by Mike Pesoli)
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            Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell met with reporters Wednesday to talk about Donald Trump's election victory and successes in Senate races.
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            Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, speaks during a watch party on election night, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, at the Marriott Marquis in Houston. (AP Photo/LM Otero)
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            Ohio Republican Senate candidate Bernie Moreno during a watch party on election night, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in Westlake, Ohio, with his wife Bridget. (AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki)
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            FILE - West Virginia Gov. Jim Justice, the Republican senatorial candidate, delivers his State of the State address, Jan. 10, 2024, in Charleston, W.Va. (AP Photo/Chris Jackson, File)
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                                    Republicans seized control of the U.S. Senate late Tuesday after flipping Democratic held seats, holding onto GOP incumbents and wresting away the majority for the first time in four years.
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                                    Polarizing. Challenging. A lot of wasted time. That's how lawmakers describe what's like being in the U.S. House these days. (AP Video by Mike Pesoli)
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            Ohio Republican Senate candidate Bernie Moreno during a watch party on election night, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in Westlake, Ohio, with his wife Bridget. (AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki)
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            FILE - West Virginia Gov. Jim Justice, the Republican senatorial candidate, delivers his State of the State address, Jan. 10, 2024, in Charleston, W.Va. (AP Photo/Chris Jackson, File)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- Republicans have taken control of the U.S. Senate and are fighting to keep their majority in the U.S. House, which would produce a full sweep of GOP power in Congress alongside President-elect Donald Trump in the White House.
A unified Republican grip on Washington would set the course for Trump's agenda. Or if Democrats wrest control of the House, it would provide an almost certain backstop, with veto power over the White House.
Trump, speaking early Wednesday at his election night party in Florida, said the results delivered an "unprecedented and powerful mandate" for Republicans.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    
He called the Senate rout "incredible." And he praised House Speaker Mike Johnson, who dashed from his own party in Louisiana to join Trump. "He's doing a terrific job," Trump said.
From the U.S. Capitol, Senate GOP Leader Mitch McConnell, privately a harsh Trump critic, called it a "hell of a good day."

    


Vote counting in some races could go on for days, and control of the House is too early to call.
The rally for Republicans started early on election night in West Virginia, when Jim Justice, the state's wealthy governor, flipped the seat held by retiring Sen. Joe Manchin. From there, the Republicans marched alongside Trump across the Senate map.




Republicans toppled Democrat Sen. Sherrod Brown in Ohio, the first incumbent senator to fall, with GOP luxury car dealer and blockchain entrepreneur Bernie Moreno. They chased Democrats in the "blue wall" states of Pennsylvania, Michigan and Wisconsin, where Vice President Kamala Harris strained to carry the party forward, though Democrats avoided a total wipeout as Elissa Slotkin won an open Senate seat in Michigan and Sen. Tammy Baldwin was reelected in Wisconsin.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Democratic efforts to oust firebrand Republicans Ted Cruz of Texas and Rick Scott of Florida collapsed. The unexpected battleground of Nebraska pushed Republicans over the top. Incumbent GOP Sen. Deb Fischer brushed back a surprisingly strong challenge from independent newcomer Dan Osborn.

    


In one of the most-watched Senate races, in Montana, Democrat Jon Tester, a popular three-term senator and "dirt farmer" in the fight of his political career, lost to Trump-backed Tim Sheehy, a wealthy former Navy SEAL, who made derogatory comments about Native Americans, a key Western state constituency.
All told, Senate Republicans have a chance to scoop up a few more seats, potentially delivering their most robust majority in years -- a coda to outgoing GOP Leader McConnell, who made a career charting a path to power, this time by recruiting high-wealth Republicans aligned with Trump.
He told reporters at a Capitol news conference that a Senate under Republican control would "control the guardrails" and prevent changes in Senate rules that would end the filibuster.
McConnell declined to answer questions about his past stark criticism of Trump or about the prospects of potential nominees in a new administration. He also said he viewed the election results as a referendum on the Biden administration.

    


"People were just not happy with this administration and the Democratic nominee was a part of it," McConnell said. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 election:

	The latest: Kamala Harris urged supporters to accept her election loss in her concession speech Wednesday, encouraging a focus on the future.
	Balance of power: Republicans won control of the U.S. Senate, giving the GOP a major power center in Washington. Control over the House of Representatives is still up for grabs.
	AP VoteCast: Anxiety over the economy and a desire for change returned Trump to the White House. AP journalists break down the voter data.
	Voto a voto: Sigue la cobertura de AP en espanol de las elecciones en EEUU.

News outlets globally count on the AP for accurate U.S. election results. Since 1848, the AP has been calling races up and down the ballot. Support us. Donate to the AP.



    


The fight for control of the House became a state-by-state slog, much of which unfolded far from the presidential race.
House races are focused in New York and California, where Democrats are trying to claw back some of the 10 or so seats where Republicans have made surprising gains in recent years.
Other House races are scattered around the country, with some of the most contentious in Maine, the "blue dot" around Omaha, Nebraska, and in Alaska.
Democratic House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries said the House "remains very much in play."
To gain control of the House, Democrats need to flip four seats from Republicans, while holding all of their own, a tall task especially in congressional districts where Trump has won.
It could come down to just a handful of seats, or as little as one, to determine House control.
Johnson voiced confidence, posting on X: "Republicans are poised to have unified government in the White House, Senate, and House."

    


Harris ignited enthusiasm for her party when Biden dropped out of the race, and she stepped in atop the ticket, a head-spinning development barely 100 days from the election. But Democrats watched their own hopes for a sweep of Washington fizzle.
Voters said the economy and immigration were the top issues facing the country, but the future of democracy was also a leading motivator for many Americans casting ballots in the presidential election.
AP VoteCast, an expansive survey of more than 120,000 voters nationwide, found a country mired in negativity and desperate for change as Americans faced a stark choice between Trump and Harris.
This is the first presidential election since the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol, when Trump sent a mob of his supporters to "fight like hell" against the 2020 election. Many Republicans in Congress voted against President Joe Biden's victory. Congress will again be called on next year to certify the 2024 election.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    

    


Even still, the election followed one of the most chaotic congressional sessions in modern times as the Republican-led House kicked out its speaker, Kevin McCarthy, threatened government shutdowns and had difficulty conducting the basic operations of governance.
Johnson has said Republicans in the House and Senate have been working on an "ambitious" 100 day-agenda -- cutting taxes, securing the U.S. border and taking a "blowtorch" to federal regulations -- if they sweep the White House and Congress.
Trump himself has promised mass deportations and retribution on his perceived enemies. Republicans want to push federal agencies out of Washington and restaff the government workforce, Johnson said, to bring the federal government "to heel."
Trump is "thinking big" about his legacy, Johnson said. 
Several states will send history-makers to the new Congress.
Voters elected two Black women to the Senate, Democrat Lisa Blunt Rochester of Delaware and Democrat Angela Alsobrooks, who defeated Republican Larry Hogan, the former governor, in Maryland. Just three Black women have served in the Senate, and never before have two served at the same time.
And in New Jersey, Andy Kim became the first Korean American elected to the Senate. The seat opened when Bob Menendez resigned this year after his federal conviction on bribery charges.
In the House, candidate Sarah McBride, a Democratic state lawmaker from Delaware who is close to the Biden family, became the first openly transgender person elected to Congress.
What's still unclear is who will lead the new Republican Senate, as longtime leader McConnell prepares to step down from the post.
South Dakota Sen. John Thune, the No. 2 Republican, and Texas Sen. John Cornyn, who previously held that post, are the front-runners to replace McConnell in a secret-ballot election scheduled for when senators arrive in Washington next week.
Billions of dollars have been spent by the parties, and outside groups, on the narrow battleground for both the 435-member House and 100-member Senate.
If the two chambers do in fact flip party control, as is possible, it would be rare.

Records show that if Democrats take the House and Republicans take the Senate, it would be the first time that the chambers of Congress have both flipped to opposing political parties.
___
Associated Press writers Stephen Groves, Kevin Freking and Farnoush Amiri contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/congress-elections-house-senate-harris-trump-94b49277db2a5c21f23236794a36afa6
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            A disaffected electorate wanted former President Donald Trump to return to the White House, a blatant rejection of Vice President Kamala Harris and her nearly four years with President Joe Biden.
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            Supporters arrive at an election night watch party for Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, joined by, from right, Melania Trump and Barron Trump, arrives to speaks at an election night watch party, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            From left to right, Paul Manni, Sam Alasri, Wasel Yousaf, Waseem Makani and Abrahim Tamimi, cheer as former President Donald Trump's speech is broadcast during an Arab Americans for Trump watch party at the Lava Java Cafe, a hookah lounge, in the early hours of Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Dearborn, Mich. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Supporters watch returns at a campaign election night watch party for Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at the Palm Beach Convention Center, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            ADDS NAMES - Bonny Dyer, left, and her husband Larry Dyer, supporters of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, react as he speaks at an election night watch party, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump arrives at an election night watch party at the Palm Beach Convention Center, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            From left to right, Paul Manni, Sam Alasri, Wasel Yousaf, Waseem Makani and Abrahim Tamimi, cheer as former President Donald Trump's speech is broadcast during an Arab Americans for Trump watch party at the Lava Java Cafe, a hookah lounge, in the early hours of Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Dearborn, Mich. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Election workers process mail-in ballots for the 2024 General Election in the United States at the Philadelphia Election Warehouse, early Monday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- A disaffected electorate wanted former President Donald Trump to return to the White House, a blatant rejection of Vice President Kamala Harris and her nearly four years with President Joe Biden.
The Republican's victory came from a public so put off by America's trajectory that they welcomed his brash and disruptive approach. About 3 in 10 voters said they wanted total upheaval in how the country is run, according to AP VoteCast, a sweeping survey of more than 120,000 voters nationwide. Even if they weren't looking for something that dramatic, more than half of voters overall said they wanted to see substantial change.
Both nationwide and in key battleground states, the Republican won over voters who were alarmed about the economy and prioritized more aggressive enforcement of immigration laws. Those issues largely overshadowed many voters' focus on the future of democracy and abortion protections -- key priorities for Harris' voters, but not enough to turn the election in her favor. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    

    


Trump's victory, however, wasn't a total mandate. Even as Trump prevailed in the electoral college, there were concerns about how he could wield his power. Most voters said they were very or somewhat concerned that electing Trump would bring the U.S. closer to being an authoritarian country, where a single leader has unchecked power. Still, more than 1 in 10 of those voters backed him.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Voters gave Trump the edge on their top concern: the economy




Anxiety about inflation was high nationally, and voters broadly believed that Trump would be better equipped than Harris to handle the economy and jobs. The key swing states of Pennsylvania and Wisconsin largely mirrored the mood of the nation.
The share of voters who said their family's financial situation was "falling behind" rose to about 3 in 10, up from roughly 2 in 10 in the last presidential election. Many voters were still reeling from inflation that spiked to a four-decade high in June 2022. About 9 in 10 voters were very or somewhat concerned about the cost of groceries, and about 8 in 10 were concerned about their health care costs, their housing costs or the cost of gas.

    


Trump eroded Democrats' traditional advantage among key groups
Trump picked up a small but significant share of younger voters, Black voters and Hispanic voters, many of whom were feeling down about the economy. Majorities of younger Black voters and Latino voters said the economy is not working well.
The economy carried more prominence than in the 2020 election, including for these groups. Four years ago, COVID-19 and racism were important issues for Black and Latino voters. But this time, they were more focused on the economy, and Trump managed to make inroads with both groups even as the majority stayed with Harris.
Among voters under 30, slightly less than half went for Trump, an improvement from his 2020 performance. About three-quarters of young voters said the country was headed in the wrong direction, and roughly one-third said they wanted complete and total upheaval to how the country is run.
There was also a divide between young men and women on which candidate they backed. About 6 in 10 women between 18 to 29 voted for Harris, and more than half of men in that age group backed Trump.

    
    What to know about the 2024 election:

	The latest: Kamala Harris urged supporters to accept her election loss in her concession speech Wednesday, encouraging a focus on the future.
	Balance of power: Republicans won control of the U.S. Senate, giving the GOP a major power center in Washington. Control over the House of Representatives is still up for grabs.
	AP VoteCast: Anxiety over the economy and a desire for change returned Trump to the White House. AP journalists break down the voter data.
	Voto a voto: Sigue la cobertura de AP en espanol de las elecciones en EEUU.

News outlets globally count on the AP for accurate U.S. election results. Since 1848, the AP has been calling races up and down the ballot. Support us. Donate to the AP.



    


Tough immigration policies were more popular, particularly in swing states
Voters were more likely to embrace hardline immigration policies than they were four years ago, which aligned with Trump's tough approach.
About 4 in 10 voters said that immigrants living in the U.S. illegally should be deported to the country they came from, up from about 3 in 10 in 2020. And while most voters said that immigrants living in the U.S. illegally should be offered a chance to apply for legal status, that was down from 2020.
Trump has seized on an increase in illegal crossings at the U.S. border with Mexico as a driver of crime and falsely accused Haitian immigrants in Ohio of eating dogs and cats. That position may have echoed in Pennsylvania, Michigan and Wisconsin - three states far from the southern border where at least three-quarters of Trump voters said they supported deportation over a chance to apply for legal status.

    


A more isolationist electorate
Trump's return to the White House will likely challenge the established global order, as he has questioned the commitment to defend fellow NATO counties and called for large tariff hikes on allies as well as competitors. Voters were more likely than in 2020 to adopt many of Trump's isolationist stances. About 4 in 10 voters wanted the U.S. to take a "less active role" in solving the world's problems, up from about 3 in 10 in 2020. 
Most of Trump's supporters opposed continuing aid to Ukraine in the war against Russia, undoing a Biden administration policy that had strengthened and expanded NATO. But there were limits to their isolationist stance: A majority of Trump voters separately favored continuing aiding Israel in its war against Hamas and Hezbollah.

    


Trump is not a unifier, but some voters didn't see his flaws as dealbreakers
Some of Trump's voters acknowledged his flaws even as they chose to send him back to Washington.
Nearly half of voters said they were "very concerned" that another Trump presidency would bring the U.S. closer to authoritarianism. Roughly 1 in 10 in this group voted for him anyway. About 6 in 10 voters said he is not honest and trustworthy, but about 2 in 10 in this group backed him. A majority of voters said he does not have the moral character to be president, and about 1 in 10 of those voters supported him. 
For all his promises, Trump will likely find it challenging to endow the nation as a whole with a new sense of unity and optimism. Asked if he would bring positive change, voters were about evenly split.
___
AP Polling Editor Amelia Thomson-DeVeaux and AP reporter Hannah Fingerhut contributed to this report.
___

AP VoteCast is a survey of the American electorate conducted by NORC at the University of Chicago for Fox News, PBS NewsHour, The Wall Street Journal and The Associated Press. The survey of more than 120,000 voters was conducted for eight days, concluding as polls closed. Interviews were conducted in English and Spanish. The survey combines a random sample of registered voters drawn from state voter files; self-identified registered voters using NORC's probability based AmeriSpeak panel, which is designed to be representative of the U.S. population; and self-identified registered voters selected from nonprobability online panels. The margin of sampling error for voters is estimated to be plus or minus 0.4 percentage points. Find more details about APVoteCast's methodology at https://ap.org/votecast.
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            Donald John Trump has won the 2024 presidential election, marking his return to the White House after serving as the 45th president of the United States.
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            AP explains after Donald Trump was elected the 47th president of the United States on Wednesday in an extraordinary comeback for a former president who refused to accept defeat four years ago, sparked a violent insurrection at the U.S. Capitol, was convicted of felony charges and survived two assassination attempts.
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            Addressing his supporters from his Election night watch party in Florida, Donald Trump claimed an "unprecedented and powerful mandate" in the 2024 contest and called on the nation to "unite" and put divisions behind.
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    



WASHINGTON (AP) -- Donald Trump was elected the 47th president of the United States on Wednesday, an extraordinary comeback for a former president who refused to accept defeat four years ago, sparked a violent insurrection at the U.S. Capitol, was convicted of felony charges and survived two assassination attempts.

With a win in Wisconsin, Trump cleared the 270 electoral votes needed to clinch the presidency. He won Michigan on Wednesday afternoon, sweeping the "blue wall" along with Pennsylvania -- the one-time Democrat-leaning, swing states that all went for Trump in 2016 before flipping to President Joe Biden in 2020.

His Democratic rival, Vice President Kamala Harris, called Trump on Wednesday afternoon to concede the race and congratulate him. A short time later, Biden also called Trump to congratulate him and to invite the president-elect to the White House, formally kicking off the transition ahead of Inauguration Day, the White House said. Biden also called Harris.

    



Foreign leaders called Trump too, including Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and French President Emmanuel Macron.

The victory validates Trump's bare-knuckles approach to politics. He had attacked Harris in deeply personal - often misogynistic and racist - terms as he pushed an apocalyptic picture of a country overrun by violent migrants. The coarse rhetoric, paired with an image of hypermasculinity, resonated with angry voters - particularly men - in a deeply polarized nation. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

"I want to thank the American people for the extraordinary honor of being elected your 47th president and your 45th president," Trump told throngs of cheering supporters in Florida even before his victory was confirmed.

    



In state after state, Trump outperformed what he did in the 2020 election while Harris failed to do as well as Joe Biden did in winning the presidency four years ago. Upon taking office again, Trump will work with a Senate that will now be in Republican hands, while control of the House hadn't been determined.

"We've been through so much together, and today you showed up in record numbers to deliver a victory," Trump said. "This was something special and we're going to pay you back," he said. 

The U.S. stock market, Elon Musk's Tesla, banks and bitcoin all stormed higher Wednesday, as investors looked favorably on a smooth election and Trump returning to the White House. In his second term, Trump has vowed to pursue an agenda centered on dramatically reshaping the federal government and pursuing retribution against his perceived enemies. 

    



The results cap a historically tumultuous and competitive election season that included two assassination attempts targeting Trump and a shift to a new Democratic nominee just a month before the party's convention. Trump will inherit a range of challenges when he assumes office on Jan. 20, including heightened political polarization and global crises that are testing America's influence abroad.

His win against Harris, the first woman of color to lead a major party ticket, marks the second time he has defeated a female rival in a general election. Harris, the current vice president, rose to the top of the ticket after Biden exited the race amid alarm about his advanced age. Despite an initial surge of energy around her campaign, she struggled during a compressed timeline to convince disillusioned voters that she represented a break from an unpopular administration.

The vice president, who has not appeared publicly since the race was called, was set to speak Wednesday afternoon at Howard University, where her supporters gathered Tuesday night for a watch party while the results were still in doubt.

    
    What to know about the 2024 election:

	The latest: Kamala Harris urged supporters to accept her election loss in her concession speech Wednesday, encouraging a focus on the future.
	Balance of power: Republicans won control of the U.S. Senate, giving the GOP a major power center in Washington. Control over the House of Representatives is still up for grabs.
	AP VoteCast: Anxiety over the economy and a desire for change returned Trump to the White House. AP journalists break down the voter data.
	Voto a voto: Sigue la cobertura de AP en espanol de las elecciones en EEUU.

News outlets globally count on the AP for accurate U.S. election results. Since 1848, the AP has been calling races up and down the ballot. Support us. Donate to the AP.



    



Trump is the first former president to return to power since Grover Cleveland regained the White House in the 1892 election. He is the first person convicted of a felony to be elected president and, at 78, is the oldest person elected to the office. His vice president, 40-year-old Ohio Sen. JD Vance, will become the highest-ranking member of the millennial generation in the U.S. government.

There will be far fewer checks on Trump when he returns to the White House. He has plans to swiftly enact a sweeping agenda that would transform nearly every aspect of American government. His GOP critics in Congress have largely been defeated or retired. Federal courts are now filled with judges he appointed. The U.S. Supreme Court, which includes three Trump-appointed justices, issued a ruling this year affording presidents broad immunity from prosecution.

    



Trump's language and behavior during the campaign sparked growing warnings from Democrats and some Republicans about shocks to democracy that his return to power would bring. He repeatedly praised strongman leaders, warned that he would deploy the military to target political opponents he labeled the "enemy from within," threatened to take action against news organizations for unfavorable coverage and suggested suspending the Constitution.

Some who served in his White House, including Vice President Mike Pence and John Kelly, Trump's longest-serving chief of staff, either declined to endorse him or issued dire public warnings about his return.

While Harris focused much of her initial message around themes of joy, Trump channeled a powerful sense of anger and resentment among voters. 

    



He seized on frustrations over high prices and fears about crime and migrants who illegally entered the country on Biden's watch. He also highlighted wars in the Middle East and Russia's invasion of Ukraine to cast Democrats as presiding over - and encouraging - a world in chaos.

It was a formula Trump perfected in 2016, when he cast himself as the only person who could fix the country's problems, often borrowing language from dictators.

"In 2016, I declared I am your voice. Today I add: I am your warrior. I am your justice. And for those who have been wronged and betrayed, I am your retribution," he said in March 2023.





This campaign often veered into the absurd, with Trump amplifying bizarre and disproven rumors that migrants were stealing and eating pet cats and dogs in an Ohio town. At one point, he kicked off a rally with a detailed story about the legendary golfer Arnold Palmer in which he praised his genitalia.

One defining moment came in July when a gunman opened fire at a Trump rally in Butler, Pennsylvania. A bullet grazed Trump's ear and killed a supporter. His face streaked with blood, Trump stood and raised his fist in the air, shouting "Fight! Fight! Fight!" Weeks later, a second assassination attempt was thwarted after a Secret Service agent spotted the barrel of a gun poking through the greenery while Trump was playing golf.

Trump's return to the White House seemed unlikely when he left Washington in early 2021 as a diminished figure whose lies about his defeat sparked a violent insurrection at the U.S. Capitol. He was so isolated then that few outside of his family bothered to attend the send-off he organized for himself at Andrews Air Force Base, complete with a 21-gun salute.

Democrats who controlled the U.S. House quickly impeached him for his role in the insurrection, making him the only president to be impeached twice. He was acquitted by the Senate, where many Republicans argued that he no longer posed a threat because he had left office.

But from his Mar-a-Lago resort in Florida, Trump - aided by some elected Republicans - worked to maintain his political relevance. Rep. Kevin McCarthy, the California Republican who then led his party in the U.S. House, visited Trump soon after he left office, essentially validating his continued role in the party.

As the 2022 midterm election approached, Trump used the power of his endorsement to assert himself as the unquestioned leader of the party. His preferred candidates almost always won their primaries, but some went on to defeat in elections that Republicans viewed as within their grasp. Those disappointing results were driven in part by a backlash to the Supreme Court ruling that revoked a woman's constitutional right to an abortion, a decision aided by Trump-appointed justices. The midterm election prompted questions within the GOP about whether Trump should remain the party's leader.

But if Trump's future was in doubt, that changed in 2023 when he faced a wave of state and federal indictments for his role in the insurrection, his handling of classified information and election interference. He used the charges to portray himself as the victim of an overreaching government, an argument that resonated with a GOP base that was increasingly skeptical - if not outright hostile - to institutions and established power structures.

Special counsel Jack Smith was evaluating Wednesday how to wind down the two federal criminal cases against Trump.

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, who challenged Trump for the Republican nomination, lamented that the indictments "sucked out all the oxygen" from the GOP primary. Trump easily captured his party's nomination without participating in a debate against DeSantis or other GOP candidates.

With Trump dominating the Republican contest, a New York jury found him guilty in May of 34 felony charges in a scheme to illegally influence the 2016 election through a hush money payment to a porn actor who said the two had sex. He faces sentencing this month, though his victory poses serious questions about whether he will ever face punishment.

He also has been found liable in two other New York civil cases: one for inflating his assets and another for sexually abusing advice columnist E. Jean Carroll in 1996. 

Trump is subject to additional criminal charges in an election-interference case in Georgia that has become bogged down. On the federal level, he's been indicted for his role in trying to overturn the results of the 2020 election and improperly handling classified material. When he becomes president, Trump could appoint an attorney general who would erase the federal charges. 

As he prepares to return to the White House, Trump has vowed to swiftly enact a radical agenda that would transform nearly every aspect of American government. That includes plans to launch the largest deportation effort in the nation's history, to use the Justice Department to punish his enemies, to dramatically expand the use of tariffs and to again pursue a zero-sum approach to foreign policy that threatens to upend longstanding foreign alliances, including the NATO pact.

When he arrived in Washington 2017, Trump knew little about the levers of federal power. His agenda was stymied by Congress and the courts, as well as senior staff members who took it upon themselves to serve as guardrails. 


This time, Trump has said he would surround himself with loyalists who will enact his agenda, no questions asked, and who will arrive with hundreds of draft executive orders, legislative proposals and in-depth policy papers in hand. 

___

Colvin reported from West Palm Beach, Florida. 
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                    FILE - This colorized electron microscope image provided by the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases in 2024 shows Mpox virus particles, green, found within infected cultured cells, blue. The virus particles are in various stages of maturity, which accounts for differences in shape. (NIAID via AP, File)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- British health officials say they have identified four cases of the new, more infectious version of mpox that first emerged in Congo, marking the first time the variant has caused a cluster of illness outside of Africa. Scientists said the risk to the public remains low. 
Authorities announced the first case of the new form of mpox in the U.K. last week, saying the case was being treated at a London hospital after recently traveling to countries in Africa with ongoing outbreaks. 
This week, the U.K. Health Security Agency said it had now identified three further cases who lived in the same household as the first patient. They too are now being treated at a hospital in London. 
"Mpox is very infectious in households with close contact and so it is not unexpected to see further cases within the same household," said Susan Hopkins, chief medical advisor of the U.K. Health Security Agency. 

    


The new variant of mpox was first detected earlier this year in eastern Congo. Scientists believe it causes milder symptoms that are harder to notice, which makes it easier to spread because people may not know they are infected. Its spread in Congo and elsewhere in Africa prompted the World Health Organization to declare a global emergency in August. 




Britain recorded more than 3,000 cases of another type of mpox during a 2022 outbreak that hit more than 100 countries. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The new variant of mpox has also caused outbreaks in Burundi, Kenya, Rwanda and Uganda. Single cases in travelers have also been reported in Sweden, India, Germany and Thailand. 
To date, there have been about 43,000 suspect cases of mpox in Africa, including more than 1,000 deaths, mostly in Congo. 
On Wednesday, WHO said it had allocated 899,900 vaccine doses to nine African countries struggling with mpox epidemics. 
__

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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            Donald John Trump has won the 2024 presidential election, marking his return to the White House after serving as the 45th president of the United States.
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            FILE - In this June 23, 2020, file photo, President Donald Trump tours a section of the border wall in San Luis, Ariz. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump points to the crowd at an election night watch party, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- Donald Trump has promised sweeping action in a second administration. 
The former president and now president-elect often skipped over details but through more than a year of policy pronouncements and written statements outlined a wide-ranging agenda that blends traditional conservative approaches to taxes, regulation and cultural issues with a more populist bent on trade and a shift in America's international role. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 election:

	The latest: Kamala Harris urged supporters to accept her election loss in her concession speech Wednesday, encouraging a focus on the future.
	Balance of power: Republicans won control of the U.S. Senate, giving the GOP a major power center in Washington. Control over the House of Representatives is still up for grabs.
	AP VoteCast: Anxiety over the economy and a desire for change returned Trump to the White House. AP journalists break down the voter data.
	Voto a voto: Sigue la cobertura de AP en espanol de las elecciones en EEUU.

News outlets globally count on the AP for accurate U.S. election results. Since 1848, the AP has been calling races up and down the ballot. Support us. Donate to the AP.



    


Trump's agenda also would scale back federal government efforts on civil rights and expand presidential powers. 
A look at what Trump has proposed: 
Immigration
"Build the wall!" from his 2016 campaign has become creating "the largest mass deportation program in history." Trump has called for using the National Guard and empowering domestic police forces in the effort. Still, Trump has been scant on details of what the program would look like and how he would ensure that it targeted only people in the U.S. illegally. He's pitched "ideological screening" for would-be entrants, ending birth-right citizenship (which almost certainly would require a constitutional change), and said he'd reinstitute first-term policies such as "Remain in Mexico," limiting migrants on public health grounds and severely limiting or banning entrants from certain majority-Muslim nations. Altogether, the approach would not just crack down on illegal migration, but curtail immigration overall.




Abortion
Trump played down abortion as a second-term priority, even as he took credit for the Supreme Court ending a woman's federal right to terminate a pregnancy and returning abortion regulation to state governments. At Trump's insistence, the GOP platform, for the first time in decades, did not call for a national ban on abortion. Trump maintains that overturning Roe v. Wade is enough on the federal level. Trump said last month on his social media platform Truth Social that he would veto a federal abortion ban if legislation reached his desk -- a statement he made only after avoiding a firm position in his September debate against Democratic nominee Kamala Harris. 
But it's unclear if his administration would aggressively defend against legal challenges seeking to restrict access to abortion pills, including mifepristone, as the Biden administration has. Anti-abortion advocates continue to wage legal battles over the Food and Drug Administration's approval of the drug as well as the agency's relaxed prescribing restrictions. Trump is also unlikely to enforce Biden's guidance that hospitals must provide abortions for women who are in medical emergencies, even in states with bans. 

    


Taxes
Trump's tax policies broadly tilt toward corporations and wealthier Americans. That's mostly due to his promise to extend his 2017 tax overhaul, with a few notable changes that include lowering the corporate income tax rate to 15% from the current 21%. That also involves rolling back Democratic President Joe Biden's income tax hikes on the wealthiest Americans and scrapping Inflation Reduction Act levies that finance energy measures intended to combat climate change. 
Those policies notwithstanding, Trump has put more emphasis on new proposals aimed at working- and middle class Americans: exempting earned tips, Social Security wages and overtime wages from income taxes. It's noteworthy, however, that his proposal on tips, depending on how Congress might write it, could give a back-door tax break to top wage earners by allowing them to reclassify some of their pay as tip income -- a prospect that at its most extreme could see hedge-fund managers or top-flight attorneys taking advantage of a policy that Trump frames as being designed for restaurant servers, bartenders and other service workers.

    


Tariffs and trade
Trump's posture on international trade is to distrust world markets as harmful to American interests. He proposes tariffs of 10% to 20% on foreign goods -- and in some speeches has mentioned even higher percentages. He promises to reinstitute an August 2020 executive order requiring that the federal government buy "essential" medications only from U.S. companies. He pledges to block purchases of "any vital infrastructure" in the U.S. by Chinese buyers.

    


DEI, LGBTQ and civil rights
Trump has called for rolling back societal emphasis on diversity and for legal protections for LGBTQ citizens. Trump has called for ending diversity, equity and inclusion programs in government institutions, using federal funding as leverage.
On transgender rights, Trump promises generally to end "boys in girls' sports," a practice he insists, without evidence, is widespread. But his policies go well beyond standard applause lines from his rally speeches. Among other ideas, Trump would roll back the Biden administration's policy of extending Title IX civil rights protections to transgender students, and he would ask Congress to require that only two genders can be recognized at birth.

    


Regulation, federal bureaucracy and presidential power
The president-elect seeks to reduce the role of federal bureaucrats and regulations across economic sectors. Trump frames all regulatory cuts as an economic magic wand. He pledges precipitous drops in U.S. households' utility bills by removing obstacles to fossil fuel production, including opening all federal lands for exploration -- even though U.S. energy production is already at record highs. Trump promises to unleash housing construction by cutting regulations -- though most construction rules come from state and local government. He also says he would end "frivolous litigation from the environmental extremists."
The approach would in many ways strengthen executive branch influence. That power would come more directly from the White House. 
He would make it easier to fire federal workers by classifying thousands of them as being outside civil service protections. That could weaken the government's power to enforce statutes and rules by reducing the number of employees engaging in the work and, potentially, impose a chilling effect on those who remain. 
Trump also claims that presidents have exclusive power to control federal spending even after Congress has appropriated money. Trump argues that lawmakers' budget actions "set a ceiling" on spending but not a floor -- meaning the president's constitutional duty to "faithfully execute the laws" includes discretion on whether to spend the money. This interpretation could set up a court battle with Congress.
As a candidate, he also suggested that the Federal Reserve, an independent entity that sets interest rates, should be subject to more presidential power. Though he has not offered details, any such move would represent a momentous change to how the U.S. economic and monetary systems work. 
Education
The federal Department of Education would be targeted for elimination in a second Trump administration. That does not mean that Trump wants Washington out of classrooms. He still proposes, among other maneuvers, using federal funding as leverage to pressure K-12 school systems to abolish tenure and adopt merit pay for teachers and to scrap diversity programs at all levels of education. He calls for pulling federal funding "for any school or program pushing Critical Race Theory, gender ideology, or other inappropriate racial, sexual, or political content on our children."
In higher education, Trump proposes taking over accreditation processes for colleges, a move he describes as his "secret weapon" against the "Marxist Maniacs and lunatics" he says control higher education. Trump takes aim at higher education endowments, saying he will collect "billions and billions of dollars" from schools via "taxing, fining and suing excessively large private university endowments" at schools that do not comply with his edicts. That almost certainly would end up in protracted legal fights.
As in other policy areas, Trump isn't actually proposing limiting federal power in higher education but strengthening it. He calls for redirecting the confiscated endowment money into an online "American Academy" offering college credentials to all Americans without a tuition charges. "It will be strictly non-political, and there will be no wokeness or jihadism allowed--none of that's going to be allowed," Trump said on Nov. 1, 2023.
Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid
Trump insists he would protect Social Security and Medicare, popular programs geared toward older Americans and among the biggest pieces of the federal spending pie each year. There are questions about how his proposal not to tax tip and overtime wages might affect Social Security and Medicare. If such plans eventually involved only income taxes, the entitlement programs would not be affected. But exempting those wages from payroll taxes would reduce the funding stream for Social Security and Medicare outlays. Trump has talked little about Medicaid during this campaign, but his first administration reshaped the program by allowing states to introduce work requirements for recipients. 
Affordable Care Act and Health Care
As he has since 2015, Trump calls for repealing the Affordable Care Act and its subsidized health insurance marketplaces. But he still has not proposed a replacement: In a September debate, he insisted he had the "concepts of a plan." In the latter stages of the campaign, Trump played up his alliance with former presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr., a longtime critic of vaccines and of pesticides used in U.S. agriculture. Trump repeatedly told rally crowds that he would put Kennedy in charge of "making America healthy again." 
Climate and energy
Trump, who claims falsely that climate change is a "hoax," blasts Biden-era spending on cleaner energy designed to reduce U.S. reliance on fossil fuels. He proposes an energy policy - and transportation infrastructure spending - anchored to fossil fuels: roads, bridges and combustion-engine vehicles. "Drill, baby, drill!" was a regular chant at Trump rallies. Trump says he does not oppose electric vehicles but promises to end all Biden incentives to encourage EV market development. Trump also pledges to roll back Biden-era fuel efficiency standards.
Workers' rights
Trump and Vice President-elect JD Vance framed their ticket as favoring America's workers. But Trump could make it harder for workers to unionize. In discussing auto workers, Trump focused almost exclusively on Biden's push toward electric vehicles. When he mentioned unions, it was often to lump "the union bosses and CEOs" together as complicit in "this disastrous electric car scheme." In an Oct. 23, 2023, statement, Trump said of United Auto Workers, "I'm telling you, you shouldn't pay those dues."
National defense and America's role in the world

Trump's rhetoric and policy approach in world affairs is more isolationist diplomatically, non-interventionist militarily and protectionist economically than the U.S. has been since World War II. But the details are more complicated. He pledges expansion of the military, promises to protect Pentagon spending from austerity efforts and proposes a new missile defense shield -- an old idea from the Reagan era during the Cold War. Trump insists he can end Russia's war in Ukraine and the Israel-Hamas war, without explaining how. Trump summarizes his approach through another Reagan phrase: "peace through strength." But he remains critical of NATO and top U.S. military brass. "I don't consider them leaders," Trump said of Pentagon officials that Americans "see on television." He repeatedly praised authoritarians like Hungary's Viktor Orban and Russia's Vladimir Putin.
--- Associated Press reporter Amanda Seitz contributed. 
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            People at a election night watch party react after an abortion rights amendment to the Missouri constitution passed Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Dr. Chelsea Daniels, who works in family medicine for Planned Parenthood, reacts after the defeat of Amendment 4, which would have enshrined abortion rights in the state, at a Yes On 4 campaign watch party on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in St. Petersburg, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            CORRECTS LANGUAGES TO MATCH AP STYLE - Anti-abortion Catholic Sonja Kahkonen waves to passing cars as she holds a "Vote No on 4" sign, urging voters to reject Amendment 4, which would enshrine abortion rights in the state, on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, outside a polling place at the Coliseum in St. Petersburg, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            Supporters of Florida's Amendment 4, which would have enshrined abortion rights in the state, react after the amendment's defeat, during a watch party for the Yes On 4 campaign, on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in St. Petersburg, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 10 | 
            Melissa Estes, center, manager of a Planned Parenthood health center, kisses the hand of fiance Sabrina Dennig during a watch party by advocates of Florida's Amendment 4, which would have enshrined abortion rights in the state, but fell short of the 60% vote threshold it needed to pass, on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in St. Petersburg, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            People giving their first names Erika, left, and Leeann react after an abortion rights amendment to the Missouri constitution passed, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, at a watch party in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Beth Weinstein rallies in supporter of Yes on Amendment 4 regarding abortion in Florida outside of the polling place at the courthouse on Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in Clearwater, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson)
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            Emmie Reed, center, co-founder of Bans Off Our Bodies Florida collective, wipes away tears after Florida's Amendment 4, which would have enshrined abortion rights in the state, fell short of the 60% vote threshold required to pass, during a watch party for the Yes On 4 campaign, on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in St. Petersburg, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            Denise Yettow wears a pair of buttons she saved from the 1989 Mobilize for Women's Lives Rally, as she gathers with supporters of Florida's Amendment 4, which would enshrine abortion rights in the state, for a watch party for the Yes On 4 campaign, on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in St. Petersburg, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            People at a election night watch party react after an abortion rights amendment to the Missouri constitution passed Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Dr. Chelsea Daniels, who works in family medicine for Planned Parenthood, reacts after the defeat of Amendment 4, which would have enshrined abortion rights in the state, at a Yes On 4 campaign watch party on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in St. Petersburg, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            CORRECTS LANGUAGES TO MATCH AP STYLE - Anti-abortion Catholic Sonja Kahkonen waves to passing cars as she holds a "Vote No on 4" sign, urging voters to reject Amendment 4, which would enshrine abortion rights in the state, on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, outside a polling place at the Coliseum in St. Petersburg, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            Melissa Estes, center, manager of a Planned Parenthood health center, kisses the hand of fiance Sabrina Dennig during a watch party by advocates of Florida's Amendment 4, which would have enshrined abortion rights in the state, but fell short of the 60% vote threshold it needed to pass, on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in St. Petersburg, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            People giving their first names Erika, left, and Leeann react after an abortion rights amendment to the Missouri constitution passed, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, at a watch party in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Beth Weinstein rallies in supporter of Yes on Amendment 4 regarding abortion in Florida outside of the polling place at the courthouse on Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in Clearwater, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 10

                                    
                                    Beth Weinstein rallies in supporter of Yes on Amendment 4 regarding abortion in Florida outside of the polling place at the courthouse on Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in Clearwater, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 10 | 
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- Voters in Missouri cleared the way to undo one of the nation's most restrictive abortion bans in one of seven victories for abortion rights advocates, while Florida, Nebraska and South Dakota defeated similar constitutional amendments, leaving bans in place.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Abortion rights amendments also passed in Arizona, Colorado, Maryland and Montana. Nevada voters also approved an amendment, but they'll need to pass it again it 2026 for it to take effect. Another that bans discrimination on the basis of "pregnancy outcomes" prevailed in New York.
The results include firsts for the abortion landscape, which underwent a seismic shift in 2022 when the U.S. Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, a ruling that ended a nationwide right to abortion and cleared the way for bans to take effect in most Republican-controlled states.
They also came in the same election that Republican Donald Trump won the presidency. Among his inconsistent positions on abortion has been an insistence that it's an issue best left to the states. Still, the president can have a major impact on abortion policy through executive action.

    


In the meantime, Missouri is positioned to be the first state where a vote will undo a ban on abortion at all stages of pregnancy, with an amendment that would allow lawmakers to restrict abortions only past the point of a fetus' viability -- usually considered after 21 weeks, although there's no exact defined time frame.




But the ban, and other restrictive laws, are not automatically repealed. Advocates now have to ask courts to overturn laws to square with the new amendment.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Today, Missourians made history and sent a clear message: decisions around pregnancy, including abortion, birth control, and miscarriage care are personal and private and should be left up to patients and their families, not politicians," Rachel Sweet, campaign manager of Missourians for Constitutional Freedom, said in a statement.

    


Roughly half of Missouri's voters said abortion should be legal in all or most cases, according to AP VoteCast, a survey of more than 2,200 of the state's voters. But only about 1 in 10 said abortion should be illegal in all cases; nearly 4 in 10 said abortion should be illegal in most cases.
Bans remain in place in three states after votes
Florida, Nebraska and South Dakota became the first states since Roe was overturned where abortion opponents prevailed on a ballot measure. Most voters supported the Florida measure, but it fell short of the required 60% to pass constitutional amendments in the state. Most states require a simple majority. 
The result was a political win for Gov. Ron DeSantis, a Republican with a national profile, who had steered state GOP funds to the cause. His administration has weighed in, too, with a campaign against the measure, investigators questioning people who signed petitions to add it to the ballot and threats to TV stations that aired one commercial supporting it.
Marjorie Dannenfelser, president of the national anti-abortion group SBA Pro-Life America, said in a statement that the result is "a momentous victory for life in Florida and for our entire country," praising DeSantis for leading the charge against the measure.

    


The defeat makes permanent a shift in the Southern abortion landscape that began when the state's six-week ban took effect in May. That removed Florida as a destination for abortion for many women from nearby states with deeper bans and also led to far more women from the state traveling to obtain abortion. The nearest states with looser restrictions are North Carolina and Virginia -- hundreds of miles away.

    
    What to know about the 2024 election:

	The latest: Kamala Harris urged supporters to accept her election loss in her concession speech Wednesday, encouraging a focus on the future.
	Balance of power: Republicans won control of the U.S. Senate, giving the GOP a major power center in Washington. Control over the House of Representatives is still up for grabs.
	AP VoteCast: Anxiety over the economy and a desire for change returned Trump to the White House. AP journalists break down the voter data.
	Voto a voto: Sigue la cobertura de AP en espanol de las elecciones en EEUU.

News outlets globally count on the AP for accurate U.S. election results. Since 1848, the AP has been calling races up and down the ballot. Support us. Donate to the AP.



    


"The reality is because of Florida's constitution a minority of Florida voters have decided Amendment 4 will not be adopted," said Lauren Brenzel, campaign director for the Yes on 4 Campaign said while wiping away tears. "The reality is a majority of Floridians just voted to end Florida's abortion ban."
In South Dakota, another state with a ban on abortion throughout pregnancy with some exceptions, the defeat of an abortion measure was more decisive. It would have allowed some regulations related to the health of the woman after 12 weeks. Because of that wrinkle, most national abortion-rights groups did not support it.

    


Voters in Nebraska adopted a measure that allows more abortion restrictions and enshrines the state's current 12-week ban and rejected a competing measure that would have ensured abortion rights. 

    


Other states guaranteed abortion rights
Arizona's amendment will mean replacing the current law that bans abortion after the first 15 weeks of pregnancy. The new measure ensures abortion access until viability. A ballot measure there gained momentum after a state Supreme Court ruling in April found that the state could enforce a strict abortion ban adopted in 1864. Some GOP lawmakers joined with Democrats to repeal the law before it could be enforced.
In Maryland, the abortion rights amendment is a legal change that won't make an immediate difference to abortion access in a state that already allows it.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    
It's a similar situation in Montana, where abortion is already legal until viability.
The Colorado measure exceeded the 55% of support required to pass. Besides enshrining access, it also undoes an earlier amendment that barred using state and local government funding for abortion, opening the possibility of state Medicaid and government employee insurance plans covering care.
A New York equal rights law that abortion rights group say will bolster abortion rights also passed. It doesn't contain the word "abortion" but rather bans discrimination on the basis of "pregnancy outcomes, and reproductive healthcare and autonomy." Sasha Ahuja, campaign director of New Yorkers for Equal Rights, called the result "a monumental victory for all New Yorkers" and a vote against opponents who she says used misleading parental rights and anti-trans messages to try to thwart the measure.
The results end a win streak for abortion-rights advocates
Until Tuesday, abortion rights advocates had prevailed on all seven measures that have appeared on statewide ballots since the fall of Roe.
The abortion rights campaigns have a big fundraising advantage this year. Their opponents' efforts are focused on portraying the amendments as too extreme rather than abortion as immoral.
Currently, 13 states are enforcing bans at all stages of pregnancy, with some exceptions. Four more bar abortion in most cases after about six weeks of pregnancy -- before women often realize they're pregnant. Despite the bans, the number of monthly abortions in the U.S. has risen slightly, because of the growing use of abortion pills and organized efforts to help women travel for abortion. Still, advocates say the bans have reduced access, especially for lower-income and minority residents of the states with bans.
The issue is resonating with voters. About one-fourth said abortion policy was the single most important factor for their vote, according to AP VoteCast, a sweeping survey of more than 110,000 voters nationwide. Close to half said it was an important factor, but not the most important. Just over 1 in 10 said it was a minor factor.

The outcomes of ballot initiatives that sought to overturn strict abortion bans in Florida and Missouri were very important to a majority of voters in the states. More than half of Florida voters identified the result of the amendment as very important, while roughly 6 in 10 of Missouri's voters said the same, the survey found.
___
Associated Press reporters Hannah Fingerhut and Amanda Seitz contributed to this article.
___
This article has been corrected to reflect in the 'other states' section that Montana, not Missouri, currently allows abortion until viability.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/abortion-ballot-measures-harris-trump-florida-missouri-49c9073cbb6056b66a8a7d0d099795d1
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            Kate Aurandt-Gribbler holds her daughter, Olivia Gribbler, 3, as she votes at the Westmont Borough No. 1 polling place at Westmont Grove in Johnstown, Pa., in Cambria County, on Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (Thomas Slusser/The Tribune-Democrat via AP)
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            Yusef Salaam, New York City Council member and a member of 'The Exonerated Five', votes at the P.S. 175 Henry Highland Garnet school on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Kortney Test fills out her ballot at Celebration Covenant Church in Omaha, Neb., on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (Chris Machian/Omaha World-Herald via AP)
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            Delores Engel looks over her ballot while voting at the West Ridge Mall Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in Topeka, Kan. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Missouri Attorney General Andrew Bailey speaks in support of a state constitutional amendment limiting voting to only U.S. citizens during a press conference, Oct. 10, 2024, at the state Capitol in Jefferson City, Mo. (AP Photo/David A. Lieb)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


A costly campaign to legalize recreational marijuana in Florida failed Tuesday and California voters took a step toward tough crime laws as voters in dozens of states weighed more than 140 measures appearing on the ballot alongside races for president and top state offices.
Florida was one of several states deciding high-profile marijuana measures and was among 10 states considering amendments related to abortion or reproductive rights. Voters in several states gave resounding approval to amendments specifically barring noncitizens from voting, and Arizona approved a measure authorizing local police to enforce immigration laws. 
Other state measures affected wages, taxes and education, including school choice measures defeated in Kentucky and Nebraska.
Many of the ballot measures were initiated by citizen petitions that sidestep state legislatures, though others were placed before voters by lawmakers.




Marijuana legalization
The Florida marijuana amendment fell short of the 60% supermajority needed to approve constitutional amendments. It would have allowed recreational sales of marijuana to people over 21 from existing medical marijuana dispensaries, with the potential for the Legislature to license additional retailers. 
The campaign was funded predominantly by Florida's largest medical marijuana operator, Trulieve, which had provided almost $145 million of the $153 million campaign through the end of October. The measure was opposed by the Florida Republican Party and Gov. Ron DeSantis, who said it would reduce the quality of life by leaving a marijuana stench in the air. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Measures to legalize recreational marijuana also were defeated in North Dakota and trailing in South Dakota. The election marked the third vote on the issue in both states. 
In Nebraska, voters approved a pair of measures to legalize medical marijuana and regulate the industry.
Heading into the election, 24 states and the District of Columbia -- representing 53% of the nation's population -- already had legalized marijuana for adults. A total of 38 states and the District of Columbia had laws allowing the medical use of marijuana. Possessing or selling marijuana remains a crime under federal law, punishable by prison time and fines.
In Massachusetts, voters defeated a measure that would have legalized the possession and supervised use of natural psychedelics, including psilocybin mushrooms. Supporters were seeking to follow Oregon and Colorado.

    


Citizen voting
Constitutional amendments declaring that only citizens can vote won approval in all eight states where they went before voters -- Idaho, Iowa, Kentucky, Missouri, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina and Wisconsin. All the measures were referred to the ballot by Republican-led legislatures.
A 1996 U.S. law prohibits noncitizens from voting in federal elections, and many states already have similar laws. But Republicans have emphasized the potential of noncitizens voting after an influx of immigrants at the U.S.-Mexican border. Though noncitizen voting historically has been rare, voter roll reviews before the election flagged potential noncitizens registered in several states. 
Some municipalities in California, Maryland, Vermont and Washington, D.C., allow noncitizens to vote in certain local elections. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 election:

	The latest: Kamala Harris urged supporters to accept her election loss in her concession speech Wednesday, encouraging a focus on the future.
	Balance of power: Republicans won control of the U.S. Senate, giving the GOP a major power center in Washington. Control over the House of Representatives is still up for grabs.
	AP VoteCast: Anxiety over the economy and a desire for change returned Trump to the White House. AP journalists break down the voter data.
	Voto a voto: Sigue la cobertura de AP en espanol de las elecciones en EEUU.

News outlets globally count on the AP for accurate U.S. election results. Since 1848, the AP has been calling races up and down the ballot. Support us. Donate to the AP.



    


Immigration
Arizona voters approved a measure making it a state crime to enter from a foreign country except through official ports of entry. The measure authorizes state and local law enforcement officers to arrest violators and state judges to order their deportations. It also makes it a state crime for someone already in the U.S. illegally to apply for public benefits using false documents. 
Within the past year, Republican lawmakers in Texas, Iowa and Oklahoma also have passed immigration laws. In each case, federal courts have halted the states' efforts to enforce them. The Arizona measure won't take effect immediately, because it stipulates that violators can't be prosecuted until a similar law in Texas or another state has been in effect for 60 consecutive days.
Crime
Voters in California took a step toward tougher crime laws, a decade after relaxing them. A measure approved Tuesday makes shoplifting a felony for repeat offenders again and increasing penalties for some drug charges, including those involving the synthetic opioid fentanyl. It also gives judges the authority to order people with multiple drug charges to get treatment.
The measure partly rolls back a law passed by voters in 2014 that downgraded several nonviolent crimes to misdemeanors, including theft under $950 in value and some drug offenses. 

    


Climate
Voters in Washington state upheld a climate-change law seeking to slash carbon pollution. Tuesday's vote defeated an attempt to repeal a 2021 state law that caps carbon emissions and requires major polluters to pay for the right to do so by buying "allowances." Washington was the second state to launch such a program, after California.

    


Taxes
In Colorado, voters approved a measure making it the second state after California to impose a sales tax on firearms and ammunition, with revenue going primarily to crime victims' services. California's tax faces a legal challenge from the National Rifle Association and other groups, and Colorado's is likely to also be challenged. The federal government already taxes sales of guns and ammunition.
North Dakota voters defeated a proposal that would have eliminated most property taxes. A legislative panel estimated it could have cost the state over $3 billion biennially -- about half the amount of the state's two-year general fund budget passed last year.
In Oregon, voters defeated a measure that would have raised the minimum tax on large corporations to fund a tax rebate for residents. 
South Dakota voters defeated a proposed repeal of the state's sales tax on groceries.
Voting methods
Connecticut voters passed a measure authorizing no-excuse absentee voting, joining most states that already allow it. 
Voters elsewhere generally said "no" to proposed election changes. A measure allowing ranked choice voting passed in Washington, D.C. But in Oregon, voters defeated a measure that would have required ranked choice voting in both primaries and general elections. And Missouri approved a measure banning ranked choice voting.
Ranked choice voting is currently used in Alaska and Maine. But Alaska voters were deciding whether to repeal provisions of a 2020 initiative that instituted open primaries and ranked choice general elections. 
Voters in Colorado, Idaho and Nevada defeated proposals to use open primaries featuring candidates from all parties, with a certain number advancing to a general election using ranked choice voting. 
Voters in Arizona, Montana and South Dakota also defeated measures to create open primary elections in which candidates of all parties appear on the same ballot, with a certain number advancing to the general election. 
School choice
Voters sided against school choice in both Kentucky and Nebraska. Kentucky voters defeated an amendment to the state Constitution that would have allowed lawmakers to use state funds for private schools. In Nebraska, voters repealed a new state law that funds private school tuition with state dollars. 
Sports betting
In Colorado, where sports betting launched in 2020, voters approved a measure allowing the state to keep more than the original $29 million limit on sports betting tax revenue. 
Missouri voters, meanwhile, were deciding whether to become the latest to legalize sports betting. A total of 38 states and Washington, D.C., already allow sports betting, which has expanded rapidly since the U.S. Supreme Court cleared the way for it in 2018. 
Redistricting
In Ohio, voters defeated an initiative that would have created a 15-member citizens commission to handle redistricting for U.S. House and state legislative seats and required the share of districts favoring each political party to reflect the proportion of votes won in previous statewide elections. 
Ohio's districts were created after the 2020 census by a Republican-led commission of elected state officials and were repeatedly deemed by courts to be unconstitutionally gerrymandered to favor Republicans. 
Supporters of the defeated constitutional amendment asserted that it would "ban partisan gerrymandering." But the ballot title presented to voters -- approved by a Republican-led board -- stated it would have done the opposite via a commission "required to gerrymander" districts to favor political parties. 
Minimum wage
Missouri voters approved a measure to gradually raise the minimum wages to $15 an hour while also requiring paid sick leave. A similar measure was on the ballot in Alaska. A California measure to incrementally raise the minimum wage for all employers to $18 an hour had yet to be decided. 

Voters in Arizona rejected a measure that would have let tipped workers be paid 25% less than the minimum wage, so long as tips pushed their total pay beyond the minimum wage threshold. In Massachusetts, voters defeated a measure that would have gradually raised the minimum wage for tipped employees until it matches the rate for other employees.
Nebraska voters approved a measure to require many employers to provide sick leave, but it would not change wages.
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            AP explains after Donald Trump was elected the 47th president of the United States on Wednesday in an extraordinary comeback for a former president who refused to accept defeat four years ago, sparked a violent insurrection at the U.S. Capitol, was convicted of felony charges and survived two assassination attempts.
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            FILE -Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks at the Bitcoin 2024 Conference, July 27, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/Mark Humphrey, File)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


LONDON (AP) -- The price of bitcoin hit a new high Wednesday and crypto-related shares rallied as investors bet that former President Donald Trump's victory in the U.S. presidential election will be a boon for cryptocurrencies.
Bitcoin jumped nearly 8% in early trading, climbing above $75,000 and smashing its previous record set in March. Other cryptocurrencies also soared, including ether, the world's second most popular cryptocurrency after bitcoin, which rallied 8%. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 election:

	The latest: Kamala Harris urged supporters to accept her election loss in her concession speech Wednesday, encouraging a focus on the future.
	Balance of power: Republicans won control of the U.S. Senate, giving the GOP a major power center in Washington. Control over the House of Representatives is still up for grabs.
	AP VoteCast: Anxiety over the economy and a desire for change returned Trump to the White House. AP journalists break down the voter data.
	Voto a voto: Sigue la cobertura de AP en espanol de las elecciones en EEUU.

News outlets globally count on the AP for accurate U.S. election results. Since 1848, the AP has been calling races up and down the ballot. Support us. Donate to the AP.



    


Another token, dogecoin, rocketed as much as 18%. It's the favorite cryptocurrency of billionaire Elon Musk, one of Trump's most prominent supporters. 
Crypto-related shares outran the rest of the stock market. Coinbase, one of the biggest cryptocurrency exchanges, leaped 17%. Online brokerage Robinhood Markets, which offers crypto trading, soared 12% and MicroStrategy, which says it is the "largest corporate holder of bitcoin," jumped 10%. 

    


Trump was previously a crypto skeptic but changed his mind and embraced cryptocurrencies ahead of the election. 
He has pledged to make America "the crypto capital of the planet" and create a "strategic reserve" of bitcoin. His campaign accepted donations in cryptocurrency and he courted crypto fans at a bitcoin conference in July. He also launched World Liberty Financial, a new venture with family members to trade cryptocurrencies. 
Bitcoin is up 77% this year. 





    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Bitcoin is the one asset that was always going to soar if Trump returned to the White House," said Russ Mould, investment director at AJ Bell, a British online investment platform. After touching its new high, the market is now speculating about "when, not if, it will smash through $100,000," he said. 
"Trump has already declared his love of the digital currency and crypto traders now have a new narrative by which to get even more excited about where the price could go," Mould said. 

    


But other experts warned of the risks. 
"Investors should only dabble in crypto with money that they can be prepared to lose," said Susannah Streeter, head of money and markets at Hargreaves Lansdown. "Because we've seen these wild swings in the past." 
Crypto industry players welcomed Trump's victory, in hopes that he would be able to push through legislative and regulatory changes that they've long lobbied for. 
Trump had already promised that, if elected, he would remove the chair of the Securities and Exchange Commission, Gary Gensler, who has been leading the U.S. government's crackdown on the crypto industry. 
"Tonight the crypto voter has spoken decisively -- across party lines and in key races across the country," said Coinbase CEO Brian Armstrong . "Americans disproportionately care about crypto and want clear rules of the road for digital assets. We look forward to working with the new Congress to deliver it," Armstrong posted on X.
Streeter said Trump's administration would most likely pursue "light touch regulation" for the crypto industry. 

"Certainly that's what crypto fans would want," she said. "They want the sheen of legitimacy to be brought to crypto, but they don't want regulations to be too onerous to stop opportunities and innovation."
___
Associated Press writer Danica Kirka contributed to this report. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/bitcoin-crypto-donald-trump-election-c2e2a1a895288c5e9c0df2721012a5bb



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Baby girl and her mother among those lost in Spain's flooding | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Baby girl and her mother among those lost in Spain's catastrophic flooding

    Baby girl and her mother among those lost in Spain's catastrophic flooding

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 17 | 
            Search and clean up operations continued in eastern Spain on Tuesday almost a week after flash floods devastated communities, sweeping away everything in their path. (AP video shot by Paolo Santalucia)
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            Jorge Tarazona stands next to a car in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2024, where his three-year-old niece and sister-in-law died in last week's floods in eastern Spain. (AP Photo/Paolo Santalucia)
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            Jorge Tarazona stands next to a car in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2024, where his three-year-old niece and sister-in-law died in last week's floods in eastern Spain. (AP Photo/Paolo Santalucia)
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            Jorge Tarazona attaches a poster to a car in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2024, where his three-year-old niece and sister-in-law died in last week's floods in eastern Spain. (AP Photo/Paolo Santalucia)
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            Volunteers clean the mud of Vero Almarche's house badly affected by flooding in Masanasa, Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Vero Almarche, 36, right, hugs her neighbor Maria Munoz, 74, who was born in the house where they are photographed and which was destroyed by flooding in Masanasa, Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Maria Munoz, 74, cleans the mud outside her house, where she was born and which was badly affected by flooding in Masanasa, Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 17 | 
            Women stand at the entrance of their houses affected by flooding in Masanasa, Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Buckets of collected mud and water sit in the street after floods on the outskirts of Valencia, Spain, Monday, Nov. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            Maria Carmen, 54, sits next to her belongings outside her house after the floods in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Tania hugs her brother-in-law Baruc after rescuing some of their belongings from their flooded house after the floods in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Sister Kelly walks after working as volunteer cleaning houses affected by floods in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Volunteers take a break while clearing mud from the streets in an area affected by floods in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            People are served hot food by volunteers from inside a vehicle after floods in Catarroja on the outskirts of Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            A man stands next to piled-up cars in an area affected by floods in Benetusser, Spain, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            A civil guard and his dog look out onto a lagoon in their search for bodies in el Saler on the outskirts of Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024 after floods. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            A woman looks out next to flood debris in Barranco de Chiva on the outskirts of Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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                                    Search and clean up operations continued in eastern Spain on Tuesday almost a week after flash floods devastated communities, sweeping away everything in their path. (AP video shot by Paolo Santalucia)
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            Jorge Tarazona stands next to a car in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2024, where his three-year-old niece and sister-in-law died in last week's floods in eastern Spain. (AP Photo/Paolo Santalucia)
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            Jorge Tarazona stands next to a car in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2024, where his three-year-old niece and sister-in-law died in last week's floods in eastern Spain. (AP Photo/Paolo Santalucia)
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            Jorge Tarazona attaches a poster to a car in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2024, where his three-year-old niece and sister-in-law died in last week's floods in eastern Spain. (AP Photo/Paolo Santalucia)
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            Volunteers clean the mud of Vero Almarche's house badly affected by flooding in Masanasa, Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Vero Almarche, 36, right, hugs her neighbor Maria Munoz, 74, who was born in the house where they are photographed and which was destroyed by flooding in Masanasa, Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Maria Munoz, 74, cleans the mud outside her house, where she was born and which was badly affected by flooding in Masanasa, Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Women stand at the entrance of their houses affected by flooding in Masanasa, Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Buckets of collected mud and water sit in the street after floods on the outskirts of Valencia, Spain, Monday, Nov. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            Maria Carmen, 54, sits next to her belongings outside her house after the floods in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            11 of 17 | 
            Tania hugs her brother-in-law Baruc after rescuing some of their belongings from their flooded house after the floods in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Sister Kelly walks after working as volunteer cleaning houses affected by floods in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Volunteers take a break while clearing mud from the streets in an area affected by floods in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            People are served hot food by volunteers from inside a vehicle after floods in Catarroja on the outskirts of Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            A man stands next to piled-up cars in an area affected by floods in Benetusser, Spain, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            A civil guard and his dog look out onto a lagoon in their search for bodies in el Saler on the outskirts of Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024 after floods. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            A woman looks out next to flood debris in Barranco de Chiva on the outskirts of Valencia, Spain, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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                                        PAIPORTA, Spain (AP) -- The mangled car in which Jorge Tarazona's 3-year-old niece and sister-in-law perished in last week's catastrophic flooding in Spain now hangs halfway off the ragged edge of road.

His brother managed to survive, clinging to a fence. He and his family had been caught in traffic driving home to Paiporta on Valencia's southern outskirts, Tarazona said. They had no chance to escape when the tsunami-like wave quickly overflowed the nearby drainage canal and swept away everything in its path.

"They did not have time to do anything," Tarazona told The Associated Press, a week after the Oct. 29 flash floods. "My brother was dragged away and ended up clinging to a fence." His sister-in-law "could not get out and died with her little girl."

Tarazona had ridden a bike back to the site and taped a note on the car asking for whoever eventually removed the wreck off the side of the highway, to call him.





    



"It all happened so fast," he said, tears coming to his eyes. "In half an hour the current had carried away the car. There was no time, no time. She managed to send me the location of their car hoping for a rescue.

"The next day she was found dead inside," he said.

It's unclear if the two are included in the official toll of the 217 confirmed dead as fatalities tick up, eight days after the deadliest floods in Spain this century.

Paiporta has been labeled by Spanish media as the ground zero of the natural disaster that has also left 89 people still missing, while officials say the real figure could be higher. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

Over 60 people perished in Paiporta when a wave of water rushed down the Poyo canal that cuts through its center. Frustration over the survivors' sense of abandonment exploded in Paiporta on Sunday when a crowd greeted Spain's royals and officials with a barrage of mud and other objects. 

Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez was rushed away and the royal couple had to eventually cancel the visit after speaking to several distraught neighbors amid a chaotic scene.

    



The mayor of Paiporta, a middle-class community of 30,000, on Tuesday pleaded for a "higher authority" to step in and take control of her municipality because the floods had made it impossible to go on. Mayor Maribel Albalat said all the municipal buildings, from town hall to the local police, had been severely damaged and that many of the local civil servants "are in a state of shock."

"Paiporta is a strong village, but this overwhelms out capacities as a local administration," she said.



The air-throbbing "thup, thup, thup" of the huge, two-propeller Chinook helicopters that have flown overhead with the arrival of the army has added to the post-apocalyptic atmosphere.

The destruction, however, went far beyond Paiporta and covers a huge swath of municipalities, above all on the southern flank of Valencia city on the Mediterranean coast. Seventy-eight localities had at least one person die from the floods. Police have expanded their search to the nearby marshes and coastline, where the waters carried some away.

The residents, businesses and town councils of the affected localities can apply for financial help from a 10.6-billion-euro relief package from Spain's government. The regional Valencia government, which is being slammed for not alerting the populace of the danger in time, has asked the central government in Madrid for 31 billion euros to ensure the recovery.

    



Over a week later, the cleanup goes on to get rid of tons of mud and debris that clog street after street, filling thousands of ground floors, destroying living rooms and kitchens. Neighborhoods were left without shops and supermarkets after all their products were ruined. Many houses still don t have drinking water.

An impromptu army of volunteers were the first helpers on the ground, shoveling and sweeping away the sticky brown mire covering everything, and helping to start removing pile after pile of debris that made access to cars impossible in many areas. 

Authorities eventually mobilized 15,000 soldiers and police reinforcements to help firefighters search for bodies and start extracting thousands of wrecked cars strewn over streets and sunk in canal beds. 

    



At every corner, cars are piled on top of one another or smashed into buildings, light poles, trees and bridge overpasses.


"There is still so much to do," said volunteer Juanma Baztan Lopez, who is helping churn through the muck in Catarroja, which borders on Paiporta, in his four-wheel drive. He has helped transport doctors to people in need, deliver essential products, and tow away wrecked cars.

 "It will take a year to get this back to normal," he said.

___

Wilson reported from Barcelona, Spain.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/spain-floods-valencia-climate-1e568750b3fd10424483c0eb1f24c752
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            Displaced Palestinians in the Gaza Strip said on Wednesday that a victory by Donald Trump would do little to improve their hardships. (AP video shot by Mohammad Jahjouh and Abed Al-Kareem Hana)
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            FILE - President Donald Trump and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu shake hands at the Israel museum in Jerusalem, Tuesday, May 23, 2017. (AP Photo/Sebastian Scheiner, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 8 | 
            FILE - Palestinian women mourn a relative killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, at a hospital in Deir al-Balah, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana, File)
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            FILE - Flame and smoke rises from an Israeli airstrike on Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, early Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians evacuate a body from a site hit by an Israeli bombardment on Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, Saturday, July 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi, File)
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            FILE - People take cover on the side of the road as a siren sounds a warning of incoming missiles fired from Iran on a freeway in Shoresh, between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv in Israel Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024.(AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg, File)
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            FILE - In this photo provided by the Israeli army, armed Israeli Air Force planes depart from an unknown location to attack Iran, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (Israeli Army via AP, File)
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            FILE - Smoke rises from the site of an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Nov. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar, File)
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            FILE - Palestinian women mourn a relative killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, at a hospital in Deir al-Balah, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana, File)
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            FILE - Flame and smoke rises from an Israeli airstrike on Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, early Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians evacuate a body from a site hit by an Israeli bombardment on Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, Saturday, July 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi, File)
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            FILE - People take cover on the side of the road as a siren sounds a warning of incoming missiles fired from Iran on a freeway in Shoresh, between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv in Israel Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024.(AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg, File)
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            FILE - In this photo provided by the Israeli army, armed Israeli Air Force planes depart from an unknown location to attack Iran, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (Israeli Army via AP, File)
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            FILE - Smoke rises from the site of an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Nov. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar, File)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) -- Donald Trump will return to the U.S. presidency at a time of unprecedented conflict and uncertainty in the Middle East. He has vowed to fix it.
But Trump's history of strong support for Israel coupled with his insistence during the campaign that the war in Gaza should end quickly, the isolationist forces in the Republican party and his penchant for unpredictability raise a mountain of questions over how his second presidency will affect the region at this pivotal moment.
Barring the achievement of elusive cease-fires before the inauguration, Trump will ascend to the highest office in the country as a brutal war in Gaza still rages and Israel presses its offensive against the Lebanese Hezbollah militant group. A conflagration between Iran and Israel shows no signs of abating -- nor do Israel's conflicts with Iranian proxies in Iraq and Yemen -- and Iran's nuclear program remains a top concern for Israel.




Trump says he wants peace, but how?
Throughout his campaign, Trump has vowed to bring peace to the region.
"Get it over with and let's get back to peace and stop killing people," Trump said of the conflict in Gaza in an interview with conservative radio host Hugh Hewitt in April. 
Israel launched the war in response to Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023, attacks, when militants killed 1,200 people in Israel and kidnapped 250, with dozens still in Gaza. Israel's offensive has killed more than 43,000 people, according to Gaza health officials, whose count does not distinguish between civilians and fighters, though they say more than half of the dead are women and children.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The war has ignited a humanitarian catastrophe in Gaza, driven Israel into increasing international isolation, with two world courts examining charges of war crimes, and has sparked a wave of protests on American campuses that have fueled debate over the U.S. role as Israel's key military and diplomatic supporter.

    


International mediators from the U.S., Egypt and Qatar have tried unsuccessfully to bring about a lasting cease-fire.
Yet Trump has repeatedly urged to Israel "finish the job" and destroy Hamas -- but hasn't said how.
"Does finish the job mean you have a free hand to act in dealing with the remnants of Hamas? Or does finish the job mean the war has to come to an end now?" asked David Makovsky, director of the program on Arab-Israel Relations at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy. "That's part of the enigmas here."
Netanyahu is pinning his hopes on a pro-Israel Trump administration 
Uncertainty also shrouds how Trump will engage with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. During his first term, Trump offered broad support for the Israeli leader's hard-line policies, including unilaterally withdrawing from a deal meant to rein in Iran's nuclear program that Netanyahu long opposed.
Trump also recognized Jerusalem as Israel's capital, bolstering its claim over the disputed city, and Israel's annexation of the Golan Heights, captured from Syria in the 1967 Mideast war. He presented a peace plan with the Palestinians widely seen as favoring Israel. Settlement-building in the Israeli-occupied West Bank, seen as an obstacle to Palestinian statehood, surged under his presidency.

    


Trump also helped secure agreements between Israel and four Arab countries to normalize ties that were not contingent on progress toward Palestinian statehood -- a major victory for Netanyahu. The Israeli leader hopes to replicate those successes with a deal with Saudi Arabia.

    
    What to know about the 2024 election:

	The latest: Kamala Harris urged supporters to accept her election loss in her concession speech Wednesday, encouraging a focus on the future.
	Balance of power: Republicans won control of the U.S. Senate, giving the GOP a major power center in Washington. Control over the House of Representatives is still up for grabs.
	AP VoteCast: Anxiety over the economy and a desire for change returned Trump to the White House. AP journalists break down the voter data.
	Voto a voto: Sigue la cobertura de AP en espanol de las elecciones en EEUU.

News outlets globally count on the AP for accurate U.S. election results. Since 1848, the AP has been calling races up and down the ballot. Support us. Donate to the AP.



    


The leaders had a falling out after Netanyahu congratulated President Joe Biden following the 2020 elections -- a move Trump viewed as a slight from his loyal ally, though Netanyahu visited Trump in Florida this year.
Under Biden, the U.S. has been critical at times and slowed some weapons deliveries in response to Israel's conduct in Gaza. Netanyahu is likely hoping that Trump's return will loosen any restraints on Israel to pursue its war goals. The American leader could also work to challenge a potential international war crimes arrest warrant for Netanyahu. And a smoother relationship with Washington could help improve the Israeli leader's own popular support. 
"He has the most pro-Israel record of any president," said Michael Oren, a former Israeli ambassador to Washington. "The hope is here that there'll be more of the same."

    


Neither Netanyahu nor Trump has a clear vision for postwar Gaza
Netanyahu leads a far-right government whose key members have vowed to topple his rule if the war in Gaza ends with anything short of Hamas' destruction. They support resettling Gaza and are enthusiastic about a Trump presidency -- and their influence will only grow now that Netanyahu has fired his defense minister over his more pragmatic approach to the conflict.
Their grip on the government and over Netanyahu's political future helps explain why Netanyahu has not spelled out a clear vision for a postwar Gaza.
The Biden administration has favored having the war-ravaged territory governed by the Western-backed Palestinian Authority, which administers parts of the West Bank. Netanyahu has rejected that idea and insists on the right for the Israeli military to operate there.

    


Trump has not outlined a clear vision, although he has said developers could make Gaza "better than Monaco" because it has "the best location in the Middle East, the best water, the best everything." 
Diana Buttu, a former adviser to Palestinian leaders, said a lack of a firm U.S. vision for Gaza, coupled with a politically powerful Israeli far right, made the future for people in Gaza and for Palestinians in general grim. 
"I don't see this as a president who is going to care about Palestinians," she said. 
Will Trump help defend Israel against Iran or choose America first?
In Lebanon, Israel is battling the Iranian-backed Hezbollah with both a ground invasion and strikes on Hezbollah targets. The militant group has fired thousands of rockets and drones at Israeli communities, killing dozens and displacing 60,000. Israel's offensive, meanwhile, has displaced over 1 million people in Lebanon and killed more than 3,000.
U.S. mediation efforts there too have been fruitless. Trump, who has a Lebanese-American son-in-law, recently posted on the social platform X that as president he would "stop the suffering and destruction in Lebanon."
But a key question is how much Trump will be swayed by his America First instincts. 
The U.S. has played a central role in diplomatic efforts throughout the war, and an even more robust role in helping Israel defend itself against Iran and its allies.
The U.S. has sent military assets to the region, helped Israel thwart two missile attacks by Iran and even has U.S. soldiers in Israel to operate a sophisticated air defense system. But any effective Israeli attack on Iran's nuclear facilities, a target it avoided in its strike last month, will likely need greater U.S. military involvement.
Accusations that Iran has hacked campaign associates and concerns about the potential for Tehran to carry out violence against Trump or members of his administration could deepen his antipathy toward the country.
While Trump has indicated he will focus on domestic affairs, the Mideast could be an outlier. 
He enjoys a wide base of support from evangelical Christians, who are staunchly pro-Israel, and his son-in-law and former adviser Jared Kushner was a prominent voice in support of the country in his first administration. 

"As Trump is likely to navigate between those forces mostly based on his intuition," said Udi Sommer, an expert on U.S.-Israel relations at Tel Aviv University, "uncertainty will likely define his approach." 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/trump-mideast-netanyahu-israel-gaza-iran-wars-2e37305522d19bdc34e956586cce99bd
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            Donald John Trump has won the 2024 presidential election, marking his return to the White House after serving as the 45th president of the United States.
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump points to the crowd at an election night watch party, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump smiles at former first lady Melania Trump an election night watch party at the Palm Beach Convention Center, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump waves as he walks with former first lady Melania Trump at an election night watch party at the Palm Beach Convention Center, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            Supporters react as they watch election results at an election night campaign watch party for Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, speaks as Eric Trump, from left, Lara Trump, Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and former first lady Melania Trump look on at an election night watch party, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at an election night watch party, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Members of the Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority stand in silhouette as they attend an election watch party Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Eric Brown picks up trash left behind from Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris' election night campaign watch party Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, on the campus of Howard University in Washington. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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            Supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris attend an election night campaign watch party Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, on the campus of Howard University in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            Attendees leave Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris' election night watch party at Howard University, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Terrance Williams)
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            An election worker processes mail-in ballots for the 2024 General Election at the Philadelphia Election Warehouse, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Screens show poll results in Times Square in New York on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            People wait in line to vote on Election Day at the Bernalillo County Visitor Center while the sunsets in the South Valley of Albuquerque, N.M., on Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump arrives at an election night watch party at the Palm Beach Convention Center, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    



WASHINGTON (AP) -- Donald Trump scored a decisive victory in a deeply divided nation. And in so doing, the Republican president-elect exposed a fundamental weakness within the Democratic base and beat back concerns about his moral failings, becoming the first U.S. president with a felony conviction.

Trump won over frustrated voters with bold promises that his fiery brand of America-first economic populism and conservative culture would make their lives better. He will be tested immediately, however, and there are reasons to believe his plans for mass deportations and huge tariffs may hurt the very people who enabled his victory.





Still, he is set to enter the White House on Jan. 20, 2025, from an undisputed position of strength. With votes still being counted, he could become the first Republican in two decades to win the popular vote. 

The results left Democrats facing an urgent and immediate reckoning, with no obvious leader to unite the anti-Trump coalition and no clear plan to rebuild as an emboldened Trump prepares to re-take Washington.

Here are some key takeaways:



With modest shifts, Trump undermines the Democrats' coalition



Black voters -- men and women -- have been the bedrock of the Democratic Party, and in recent years, Latinos and young voters have joined them.

All three groups still preferred Democrat Kamala Harris. But preliminary data from AP VoteCast, a survey of more than 120,000 voters nationwide, suggested that Trump made significant gains.

Voters under age 30 represent a fraction of the total electorate, but about half of them supported Harris. That's compared to the roughly 6 in 10 who backed Biden in 2020. Slightly more than 4 in 10 young voters went for Trump, up from about one-third in 2020.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

At the same time, Black and Latino voters appeared slightly less likely to support Harris than they were to back Biden four years ago, according to AP VoteCast.

    



About 8 in 10 Black voters backed Harris, down from the roughly 9 in 10 who backed Biden. More than half of Hispanic voters supported Harris, but that was down slightly from the roughly 6 in 10 who backed Biden in 2020. Trump's support among those groups appeared to rise slightly compared to 2020. Collectively, those small gains yielded an outsize outcome.


Trump focus on immigration, economy and culture worked






For all of the showmanship, profanity and name-calling, Trump ultimately won over voters with grand promises to improve the economy, block the flow of immigrants on the Southern border and his siren call to "make America great again."

    
    What to know about the 2024 election:

	The latest: Kamala Harris urged supporters to accept her election loss in her concession speech Wednesday, encouraging a focus on the future.
	Balance of power: Republicans won control of the U.S. Senate, giving the GOP a major power center in Washington. Control over the House of Representatives is still up for grabs.
	AP VoteCast: Anxiety over the economy and a desire for change returned Trump to the White House. AP journalists break down the voter data.
	Voto a voto: Sigue la cobertura de AP en espanol de las elecciones en EEUU.

News outlets globally count on the AP for accurate U.S. election results. Since 1848, the AP has been calling races up and down the ballot. Support us. Donate to the AP.



    



He also appealed to religious voters in both parties by seizing on the Democrats' support for the transgender community.

Overall, about half of Trump voters said inflation was the biggest issue factoring into their election decisions. About as many said that of the situation at the U.S.-Mexico border, according to AP VoteCast.

He papered over the fact that the economy by many conventional metrics is robust -- inflation is largely in check and wages are up -- while border crossings have dropped dramatically. He talked right past the facts and through relentless repetition convinced voters. 

He also sold them on the promise of the largest mass deportation effort in U.S. history, although he has not explained how such an operation would work. And he is threatening to impose massive tariffs on key products from China and other American adversaries, which economists warn could dramatically boost prices for average Americans. 

    



Ultimately, Trump's victory may have had as much to do with the fundamental challenges Harris faced all along. Facing deep voter frustration over the direction of the country -- with Biden's approval rating dismal -- she never did distance herself from her party's sitting president. Though Trump has now been the central figure in American politics for nine years, he convinced voters he represented change.


Trump will take charge of a nation with deep fissures



Trump is poised to inherit a nation with deepening political and cultural fissures and a worried electorate.

When asked what most influenced their vote, about half of voters cited the future of democracy. That was higher than the share who answered the same way about inflation, immigration or abortion policy. And it crosses over the two major parties: About two-thirds of Harris voters and about a third of Trump voters said the future of democracy was the most important factor in their votes.

That's not surprising given the realities of the Trump era and the rhetoric of the campaign. 

    



Trump refused to acknowledge his 2020 defeat and watched his supporters ransack the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, as Congress convened to certify Democrat Joe Biden's victory. Trump even mused two days before Election Day that he "shouldn't have left" the White House after repeatedly promising retribution to his political enemies.

Harris, by the end of the campaign, joined other critics -- including Trump's former White House chief of staff -- in describing the former president and now president-elect as a "fascist." Trump, meanwhile, labeled Harris a "fascist" and a "communist." 


Trump's criminal baggage not an issue for many voters



Incomplete returns show that Donald Trump's criminal convictions, additional pending indictments and any concerns over his most incendiary rhetoric simply were not a sufficient concern to keep tens of millions of Americans from voting for him.

According to AP VoteCast, slightly more than half of voters said Harris has the moral character to be president, compared to about 4 in 10 who said that about Trump. It's quite possible, as Trump has said many times on the campaign trail, that his legal peril actually helped him. 

As it stands, Trump may never actually face sentencing in a New York business fraud case in which he was convicted of 34 felonies. For now, his sentencing is scheduled for later this month. 

He's already had one federal indictment in Florida dismissed, sparing him from a trial on whether he flouted U.S. law on protecting national security secrets. And he's made clear he would use his power as president to spike the federal case against him for his role in the Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol. That would leave a Georgia racketeering case pending against Trump and others accused of trying to subvert the 2020 election result.


'Bro' politics beats out abortion concerns 



It was the first presidential election after the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade and ended a woman's national right to terminate a pregnancy. It was also the first time that a Republican presidential candidate overly courted males with a hypermasculine approach.

But the "gender gap" that resulted was not enough to sink Trump. 

About half of women backed Harris, while about half of men went for Trump, according to AP VoteCast. That appears largely consistent with the shares for Biden and Trump in 2020.


Democrats face leadership crisis with urgent need to regroup

Just a few months ago, Harris generated incredible excitement across the party. She raised more than a billion dollars seemingly overnight. She dominated her debate with Trump. She filled arenas. And just days ago drew a massive crowd to the Ellipse and National Mall. 

But in the end, it wasn't enough. 

Meanwhile, Republicans have claimed control of the Senate, ousting veteran Sen. Sherrod Brown of Ohio and putting several other Democratic incumbents on the edge of defeat. The results will give Trump a significant advantage in pushing his agenda through Congress. Their only hope is to win a House majority built mostly through key suburban districts in California and New York, but that was far from certain early Wednesday.

And either way, the results shrink Democrats' geographic footprint and, with Brown's loss, diminish the kind of working class voice that can counter Trump's appeal.


Trump already succeeded in painting Democrats as out-of-touch culturally with middle America. Now Democrats are left to wonder how to reconnect with parts of the country and slices of the electorate that rejected them. 

___
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            FILE - Mia Lemon, 13, an eighth grader at Skyline Middle School, marks Nevada as a blue state as she counts ballots cast by her fellow students during the school's mock presidential election Wednesday, Nov. 2, 2016, in Harrisonburg, Va. (Nikki Fox/Daily News-Record via AP, File)
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            FILE - The certification of Electoral College votes for the state of Arizona is unsealed during a joint session of the House and Senate convenes to confirm the electoral votes cast in November's election, at the Capitol, Jan 6, 2021. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)
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            FILE - Boxes containing Electoral College votes are opened as a joint session of the House and Senate convenes to confirm the electoral votes cast in November's election, at the Capitol, Jan 6, 2021. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)
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            FILE - Senate pages carry boxes containing Electoral College votes into a joint session of the House and Senate convenes to count the electoral votes cast in November's election, at the Capitol, Wednesday, Jan 6, 2021. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    



WASHINGTON (AP) -- Donald Trump won the presidency in 2016 because of the Electoral College. So did George W. Bush in 2000. Even when neither captured the popular vote.

The Electoral College is the unique American system of electing presidents. It is different from the popular vote, and it has an outsize impact on how candidates run and win campaigns. Trump and Bush, both Republicans, lost the popular vote during those presidential runs but won the Electoral College to claim the White House.

Some Democrats charge that the system favors Republicans and they would rather the United States elect presidents by a simple majority vote. But the country's framers set up the system in the Constitution, and it would require a constitutional amendment to change.

A look at the Electoral College and how it works:

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    


What is the Electoral College?



The Electoral College is a 538-member body that elects a president. The framers of the Constitution set it up to give more power to the states and as a compromise to avoid having Congress decide the winner.

Each state's electors vote for the candidate who won the popular vote in that state. The runner-up gets nothing -- except in Nebraska and Maine where elector votes are awarded based on congressional district and statewide results.

To win the presidency, a candidate must secure 270 electoral votes -- a majority of the 538 possible votes. Trump crossed that threshold early Wednesday with a win in Wisconsin.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    


How is it different from the popular vote?



Under the Electoral College system, more weight is given to a single vote in a small state than to the vote of someone in a large state, leading to outcomes at times that have been at odds with the popular vote.

It also affects how candidates campaign. Because the outcome is almost certain in solidly Republican states and solidly Democratic states, candidates tend to focus most of their efforts on a handful of swing states that have split their votes in recent elections.





    




How many electoral votes does each state have? 



Electors are allocated based on how many representatives a state has in the House of Representatives, plus its two senators. The District of Columbia gets three, despite the fact that the home to Congress has no vote in Congress.

California has the most electoral votes at 54, followed by Texas with 40 and Florida with 30. Pennsylvania with 19 electoral votes is the largest prize of the presidential battlegrounds, followed by Georgia and North Carolina with 16 each.
Who are the electors?



It varies by state, but often the electors are picked by state parties. Members of Congress cannot serve as electors.
How and when are the votes counted?



After state election officials certify their elections, electors meet in their individual states -- never as one body -- to certify the election. This year, that will happen on Dec. 17.

    



    
    What to know about the 2024 election:

	The latest: Kamala Harris urged supporters to accept her election loss in her concession speech Wednesday, encouraging a focus on the future.
	Balance of power: Republicans won control of the U.S. Senate, giving the GOP a major power center in Washington. Control over the House of Representatives is still up for grabs.
	AP VoteCast: Anxiety over the economy and a desire for change returned Trump to the White House. AP journalists break down the voter data.
	Voto a voto: Sigue la cobertura de AP en espanol de las elecciones en EEUU.

News outlets globally count on the AP for accurate U.S. election results. Since 1848, the AP has been calling races up and down the ballot. Support us. Donate to the AP.



    



If the two candidates have a tied number of votes, the election is thrown to the House, where each state's congressional delegation gets one vote. That has happened only twice, in 1801 and 1825. 

Once a state's electors have certified the vote, they send a certificate to Congress. Congress then formally counts and certifies the vote at a special session on Jan. 6. The vice president presides as the envelopes for each state are opened and verified. 
Can lawmakers object? 



Lawmakers can object to a state's results during the congressional certification, as several Republicans did after the 2020 election. On Jan. 6, 2021, the House and Senate both voted to reject GOP objections to the Arizona and Pennsylvania results.

After Trump tried to overturn his defeat to Democrat Joe Biden and Trump's supporters stormed the Capitol on Jan. 6, Congress updated the 1800s-era Electoral Count Act to make it harder to object and to more clearly lay out the vice president's ceremonial role, among other changes. Trump had pressured Vice President Mike Pence to try and object to the results -- something the vice president has no legal standing to do.

Once Congress certifies the vote, the new or returning president will be inaugurated Jan. 20 on the steps of the Capitol. 

____


Read more about how U.S. elections work at Explaining Election 2024, a series from The Associated Press aimed at helping make sense of the American democracy. The AP receives support from several private foundations to enhance its explanatory coverage of elections and democracy. See more about AP's democracy initiative here. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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            Vehicles drive past an anti-U.S. and anti-Israel banner with writing in Farsi reading: "America is the great Satan", and in Hebrew "America will throw you away like used toilet paper", at the Felestin (Palestine) Sq. in downtown Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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                                        TEHRAN, Iran (AP) -- Iran's currency fell on Wednesday to an all-time low as Donald Trump clinched the U.S. presidency again, signaling new challenges ahead for Tehran as it remains locked in the wars raging in the Middle East.
The rial traded at 703,000 rials to the dollar, traders in Tehran said, breaking through the record before recovering slightly later in the day to 696,150 to $1. 
It wasn't immediately clear what caused the rally but Iran's Central Bank has in the past flooded the market with more hard currencies as an attempt to improve the rate.
The slide comes as the rial already faces considerable woes over its sharp slide in value -- and as the mood on the streets of Tehran among some darkened. 
"One-hundred percent he will intensify the sanctions," said Amir Aghaeian, a 22-year-old student. "Things that are not in our favor will be worse. Our economy and social situation will surely get worse."

    


He added: "I feel the country is going to blow up."
In 2015, at the time of Iran's nuclear deal with world powers, the rial was at 32,000 to $1. On July 30, the day that Iran's reformist President Masoud Pezeshkian was sworn in and started his term, the rate was 584,000 to $1. 




Trump unilaterally withdrew America from the accord in 2018, sparking years of tensions between the countries that persist today. 
Iran's economy has struggled for years under crippling international sanctions over its rapidly advancing nuclear program, which now enriches uranium at near weapons-grade levels.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Pezeshkian, elected after a helicopter crash killed hard-line President Ebrahim Raisi in May, came to power on a promise to reach a deal to ease Western sanctions.
However, Iran's government has for weeks been trying to downplay the effect on Tehran of whoever won Tuesday's election in the United States. That stance continued on Wednesday with a brief comment from Fatemeh Mohajerani, a spokeswoman for Pezeshkian's administration. 

    


"The election of the U.S. president doesn't have anything specifically to do with us," she said. "The major policies of America and the Islamic Republic are fixed, and they won't heavily change by people replacing others. We have already made necessary preparations in advance." 
By midday Wednesday in the Middle East, Donald Trump was elected the 47th president of the United States in a remarkable political comeback.
Tensions still remain high between the nations, 45 years after the 1979 U.S. Embassy takeover and 444-day hostage crisis that followed. Before the revolution, the rial traded at 70 for $1.
Iran remains locked in the Mideast wars roiling the region, with its allies battered -- militant groups and fighters of its self-described "Axis of Resistance," including the militant Palestinian Hamas, lebanon's Hezbollah and Yemen's Houthi rebels. 
Israel is pressing its war in the Gaza Strip targeting Hamas and its invasion of Lebanon amid devastating attacks against Hezbollah. At the same time, Iran still appears to be assessing damage from Israel's strikes on the Islamic Republic on Oct. 26 in response to two Iranian ballistic missile attacks.

    


Iran has threatened to retaliate against Israel -- where U.S. troops now man a missile defense battery. 
Mahmoud Parvari, a 71-year-old taxi driver in Tehran, did not mince his words when discussing Trump.
"I feel like I'm seeing the devil," he said. "He looks like Satan, his eyes are like Satan and his behavior is like a mad man."
But another taxi driver, who only gave his last name as Hosseini, offered a more pragmatic view.

"If it helps my country I would definitely" make a deal with Trump, he said. "It doesn't matter if it's Trump or anyone else. After all he is a human being."
___
Associated Press writer Jon Gambrell in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, contributed to this report. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/iran-us-election-rial-currency-falls-b9cd891cfb864f51c5c3f2a7735804fc
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Bomb threats in swing states disrupt a mostly smooth Election Day
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- A series of bomb threats across multiple battleground states and baseless claims of wrongdoing by former President Donald Trump disrupted an otherwise smooth Election Day that capped a tumultuous presidential campaign.
The bomb threats in parts of Arizona, Georgia and Pennsylvania on Tuesday turned out to be hoaxes, but they forced some polling places to evacuate and extend hours, and delayed the counting of some ballots.
The threats were reported throughout the day at polling locations in three metro Atlanta counties, all with large numbers of Democratic voters, and into the evening at Pennsylvania polling places and election offices where ballots were being counted. Bomb threats also were reported in Arizona, Michigan and Wisconsin, according to state election officials.
Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro said in an evening news conference that the hoaxes posed no danger to the public -- or to the election.

    


"Every legal, eligible vote will be counted and counted accurately, and the will of the people in the commonwealth of Pennsylvania will be respected," said Shapiro, a Democrat.




Neither Shapiro nor Pennsylvania State Police gave details about who might be behind the hoaxes.
In Georgia's Fulton County, which includes Atlanta, 32 of 177 polling places received bomb threats and five were briefly evacuated. The polling locations were able to reopen after the threats.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"That just shows you the resilience of our system and our people. We're battle-tested," said Georgia Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger, a Republican.
The FBI said many hoax bomb threats in several states appeared to originate from Russian email domains, though federal cybersecurity officials cautioned that the culprits were not necessarily Russian.
The dramatic and troubling end to Election Day came after a highly successful early voting period, when at least half of all votes expected in the presidential election had been cast. By Tuesday, more than 84 million Americans had already voted.

    


Overall, the final day of voting was characterized by the same kind of routine hiccups and frustrations seen in other elections: a polling worker forgetting to bring a key; ballot printing mistakes; ballot counting machines not working.
The vast majority of problems were "largely expected, routine and planned-for events," said Cait Conley, senior adviser to the director of the U.S. Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency.
Turnout on Tuesday was robust in many states. In Nevada, one of two western presidential battlegrounds, long lines were reported in Reno and Las Vegas. After polls closed, there was still a three-hour wait at a polling location at the University of Nevada, Reno, according to local election officials.
Despite no evidence of widespread voting problems, Trump made unsubstantiated claims related to Philadelphia and Detroit, and raised questions about election operations in Milwaukee, the biggest cities in three states crucial for deciding the presidency.
Local officials quickly knocked down the claims Trump made on his social media platform, saying there were no indications of any problems that would affect accurately tallying the vote.

    


The absence of any significant problems had not stopped Trump, the Republican nominee, or the Republican National Committee, from making numerous claims of fraud or election interference during the early voting period, a possible prelude to challenges after Election Day.

    
    What to know about the 2024 election:

	The latest: Kamala Harris urged supporters to accept her election loss in her concession speech Wednesday, encouraging a focus on the future.
	Balance of power: Republicans won control of the U.S. Senate, giving the GOP a major power center in Washington. Control over the House of Representatives is still up for grabs.
	AP VoteCast: Anxiety over the economy and a desire for change returned Trump to the White House. AP journalists break down the voter data.
	Voto a voto: Sigue la cobertura de AP en espanol de las elecciones en EEUU.

News outlets globally count on the AP for accurate U.S. election results. Since 1848, the AP has been calling races up and down the ballot. Support us. Donate to the AP.



    


In Georgia, a federal judge rejected as "frivolous" a last-minute effort by Republicans to challenge Atlanta-area election offices' collection of mail ballots last weekend -- after early voting had ended. U.S. District Judge R. Stan Baker, a Trump appointee, said the GOP argument "does not withstand even the most basic level of statutory review and reading comprehension."
Trump on Tuesday suggested he wouldn't challenge the results of the election -- as long as it's fair.
"If it's a fair election, I'd be the first one to acknowledge" the results, Trump said, though what meets that definition wasn't clear.

    


Trump's Democratic opponent, Vice President Kamala Harris, had urged voters not to fall for Trump's tactic of casting doubt on elections. 
The former president began making unsubstantiated claims about voting, ballot counting and law enforcement as Election Day voting neared its end. 
He said on his social media platform that there was "talk about massive cheating in Philadelphia" and said law enforcement was on the way. He did not provide details, and there was no immediate indication of what he was referring to. His spokespeople did not respond to requests for comment about what he meant.
Philadelphia District Attorney Larry Krasner issued a statement rejecting Trump's claims as baseless.
"There is no factual basis whatsoever within law enforcement to support this wild allegation," Krasner said. "If Donald J. Trump has any facts to support his wild allegations, we want them now."

    


Federal election security officials and Shapiro also said they had seen nothing to support Trump's claims. Officer Miguel Torres of the Philadelphia Police Department said he was unaware of any special law enforcement mobilization or "any kind of incident" that would require it.
One of three Philadelphia election board members, Seth Bluestein, a Republican, said on social media that Trump's comment "is yet another example of disinformation." During an evening news conference, he emphasized the security of the city's vote: "There is no evidence whatsoever of massive cheating," he said.
Police in Detroit were equally puzzled by another Trump post that said, "Philadelphia and Detroit! Heavy Law Enforcement is there!" Detroit police said there were no reported issues inside or outside of Huntington Place, the massive convention room where election workers counted ballots.
Evening traffic outside the center was light with no protesters in sight. Barricades were up outside the room and escalators to and from the area were shut off. Police also reported no major problems in the city's more than 400 voting precincts.
"The former president said there was a strong law enforcement presence in Philadelphia and Detroit. That was not true," Michigan Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson said during an evening news conference.
In Milwaukee, election officials said they were recounting more than 30,000 mail ballots "out of an abundance of caution" after it was discovered that doors on the back of ballot scanners were not properly sealed. The effort, which drew the attention of Trump and the RNC, was expected to delay the count there.
Republican Sen. Ron Johnson went to the Milwaukee central count location with the chairman of the Wisconsin Republican Party to observe the effort. Less than two months before Election Day, the Milwaukee election office had drawn praise from Republicans who oversee elections in the state and who had expressed confidence that it was ready.
Arizona, a hotly contested swing state, saw multiple Election Day challenges. Bomb threats targeted polling locations in Cochise, Navajo and Yavapai counties, delaying some results, and frustrated Native American voters stood in hours-long lines in Apache County. A judge ordered some polling places there to remain open two extra hours because of malfunctioning equipment and a lack of printed ballots.
Throughout the day, members of the Navajo Nation reported being turned away by poll workers after waiting for hours. Over 43,000 registered voters live on the Apache County portion of the Navajo Nation, according to court documents in the lawsuit seeking the extension of voting.
Zane James said he waited out in the cold with about 50 other voters for about 2 1/2 hours before they could cast their ballots because of a problem with the site's single printer.
"It was just a mess, it was terrible," he said.
At a polling site in Chinle, on the Navajo Nation, Amanda Woody said she didn't know how long it would take before she would be able to cast her ballot.
"There is a line, but I'm willing to wait," she said. "Every vote counts."
___

The Associated Press receives support from several private foundations to enhance its explanatory coverage of elections and democracy. See more about AP's democracy initiative here. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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A week after Spain's floods, families hope that the missing are alive with 89 unaccounted for
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            Search and clean up operations continued in eastern Spain on Tuesday almost a week after flash floods devastated communities, sweeping away everything in their path. (AP video shot by Paolo Santalucia)
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            In communities devastated by flash floods in eastern Spain, authorities advised those involved in the clean-up operations to wear gloves and facemasks to protect themselves from potential infections. (AP video shot by Oscar Corrons)
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            About 50 Spanish soldiers, police and firefighters, some wearing wetsuits, searched an underground car park on Monday of a huge shopping mall in Valencia's Aldaia municipality for possible flood victims.
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            A person walks through a street with piled furniture and rubbish on the sides in an area affected by floods in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            5 of 21 | 
            A child walks with her mother and grandmother through a street with piled furniture and rubbish on the sides, in an area affected by floods in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Tania hugs her brother-in-law Baruc after rescuing some of their belongings from their flooded house after the floods in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Wet clothes hangs on a window near the water level marker in an area affected by floods in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            A crucifix hangs near the water level marker in an area affected by floods in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            People walk through a street with piled furniture and rubbish on the sides in an area, affected by floods, in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            A painting hangs near the water level marker in an area affected by floods in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Volunteers and residents clean the mud from the streets in an area affected by floods in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 21 | 
            Sister Kelly walks after working as volunteer cleaning houses affected by floods in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Residents wait for public transportation in an area, affected by floods, in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            A steering wheels lies on a bed of bamboo by the port of Catarroja on the outskirts of Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            People clean a house of mud in an area affected by floods in Sedavi, Spain, on Friday, Nov. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            A woman walks through the street in an area affected by floods in Sedavi, Spain, Friday, Nov. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            A person walks through a street with piled furniture and rubbish on the sides, in an area affected by floods in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Soldiers from the Spanish Parachute Squadron (EZAPAC) work in their search for bodies after floods in Barranco del Poyo on the outskirts of Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            A drone operated by the Spanish Parachute Squadron (EZAPAC) flies over the area in the search for bodies after floods in Barranco del Poyo on the outskirts of Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            As the search for bodies continues, a Civil Guard looks though binoculars as a drone flies nearby at the mouth of the Poyo ravine in the La Albufera natural lake near Puerto de Catarroja, Valencia on the outskirts of Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            As the search for bodies continues, a Civil Guard flies a drone at the mouth of the Poyo ravine in the La Albufera natural lake near Puerto de Catarroja, Valencia on the outskirts of Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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        A week after Spain's floods, families hope that the missing are alive with 89 unaccounted for
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                                    Search and clean up operations continued in eastern Spain on Tuesday almost a week after flash floods devastated communities, sweeping away everything in their path. (AP video shot by Paolo Santalucia)
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                                    In communities devastated by flash floods in eastern Spain, authorities advised those involved in the clean-up operations to wear gloves and facemasks to protect themselves from potential infections. (AP video shot by Oscar Corrons)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            

            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 21

                                    
                                    About 50 Spanish soldiers, police and firefighters, some wearing wetsuits, searched an underground car park on Monday of a huge shopping mall in Valencia's Aldaia municipality for possible flood victims.
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            A person walks through a street with piled furniture and rubbish on the sides in an area affected by floods in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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                                    A person walks through a street with piled furniture and rubbish on the sides in an area affected by floods in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            A child walks with her mother and grandmother through a street with piled furniture and rubbish on the sides, in an area affected by floods in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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                                    A child walks with her mother and grandmother through a street with piled furniture and rubbish on the sides, in an area affected by floods in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Tania hugs her brother-in-law Baruc after rescuing some of their belongings from their flooded house after the floods in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Wet clothes hangs on a window near the water level marker in an area affected by floods in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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                                    Wet clothes hangs on a window near the water level marker in an area affected by floods in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            A crucifix hangs near the water level marker in an area affected by floods in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            People walk through a street with piled furniture and rubbish on the sides in an area, affected by floods, in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            A painting hangs near the water level marker in an area affected by floods in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Volunteers and residents clean the mud from the streets in an area affected by floods in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Sister Kelly walks after working as volunteer cleaning houses affected by floods in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Residents wait for public transportation in an area, affected by floods, in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            A steering wheels lies on a bed of bamboo by the port of Catarroja on the outskirts of Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            People clean a house of mud in an area affected by floods in Sedavi, Spain, on Friday, Nov. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            A woman walks through the street in an area affected by floods in Sedavi, Spain, Friday, Nov. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            A person walks through a street with piled furniture and rubbish on the sides, in an area affected by floods in Paiporta, Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Soldiers from the Spanish Parachute Squadron (EZAPAC) work in their search for bodies after floods in Barranco del Poyo on the outskirts of Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            A drone operated by the Spanish Parachute Squadron (EZAPAC) flies over the area in the search for bodies after floods in Barranco del Poyo on the outskirts of Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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            As the search for bodies continues, a Civil Guard looks though binoculars as a drone flies nearby at the mouth of the Poyo ravine in the La Albufera natural lake near Puerto de Catarroja, Valencia on the outskirts of Valencia, Spain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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                                        SEDAVI, Spain (AP) -- Francisco Murgui went out to try to salvage his motorbike when the water started to rise.
He never came back.
One week after catastrophic flooding devastated eastern Spain, Maria Murgui still holds out hope that her missing father is alive.
"He was like many people in town who went out to get their car or motorbike to safety," the 27-year-old told The Associated Press. "The flash flood caught him outside, and he had to cling to a tree in order to escape drowning. He called us to tell us he was fine, that we shouldn't worry."
But when Maria set out into the streets of Sedavi to try to rescue him from the water washing away everything in its path, he was nowhere to be found.
"He held up until 1 in the morning," she said. "By 2, I went outside with a neighbor and a rope to try to locate him. But we couldn't find him. And since then, we haven't heard anything about him."

    


Spanish authorities issued their first tally of the missing on Tuesday when a Valencia court said that 89 people are confirmed to be unaccounted for.
The number only corresponds to the eastern Valencia region, where 211 of the 217 confirmed deaths took place when entire communities were swamped by tsunami-like floods on Oct. 29-30. Most people were caught off guard by the deluge. Regional authorities have been heavily criticized for having issued alerts to mobile phones some two hours after the disaster had started.




The Superior Court of Valencia said that the figure was based on those cases whereby families had provided information and biological samples of their unlocated loved ones. It added that there could easily be more missing people whose families have not officially reported to authorities.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The court said that 133 of the dead had been identified using fingerprints or DNA samples. Another 62 bodies remained unidentified.
Spanish state broadcaster RTVE has shown a steady stream of appeals by people searching for family members.

    


Maria Murgui herself has posted a missing person's message on social media with a photo of her father, a 57-year-old retiree.
"This is like riding a rollercoaster. Sometimes I feel very bad and sometimes I feel better. I try to stay positive," she said. "This truly is madness. We don't know what else to do. Neither does anybody else in town."
Central government passes relief package
Meanwhile, the gargantuan recovery efforts in Sedavi and dozens of other communities slowly moved forward.
The central government on Tuesday approved a 10.6-billion-euro ($11.6-billion) relief package for 78 communities where at least one person has died from the floods. Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez compared it to the measures taken during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The package includes direct payments of 20,000 euros to 60,000 euros ($21,800-65,000) to owners of damaged homes, and financial aid for businesses and municipal governments.
"We have a lot of work left to do, and we know it," Sanchez said.
Sanchez said he will ask the European Union to help pay for the relief, saying "it is time for the European Union to help."

    


Many people are still without basic goods amid scenes of devastation
The floods have left behind post-apocalyptic scenes.
In town after town, streets are still covered with thick brown mud and mounds of ruined belongings, clumps of rotting vegetation and wrecked vehicles. A stench arises from the muck.
In many places, people still face shortages of basic goods, and lines form at impromptu emergency kitchens and stands handing out food. Water is running again but authorities say it is not fit for drinking.
The ground floors of thousands of homes have been ruined. It is feared that inside some of the vehicles that were washed away or trapped in underground garages there could be bodies waiting to be recovered.
Thousands of soldiers are working with firefighters and police reinforcements in the immense emergency response. Officers and troops are searching in destroyed homes, and in the countless cars strewn across highways and streets or lodged in the mud in canals and gorges.
Authorities are worried about other health problems in the aftermath of the deadliest natural disaster in Spain's recent history. They have urged people to get tetanus shots, to treat any wounds to prevent infections and to clean the mud from their skin. Many people wear face masks.

Thousands of volunteers are helping out, but frustration over the crisis management boiled over on Sunday when a crowd in hard-hit Paiporta hurled mud and other objects at Spain's royals, Sanchez and regional officials. It was their first visit to the epicenter of the flood damage.

    


___
Wilson reported from Barcelona, Spain.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/spain-floods-missing-people-valencia-dead-d032b706a16c1051ee2d741af10afa7b
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                    Dallas Cowboys quarterback Dak Prescott (4) walks off the field after an NFL football game against the Atlanta Falcons, Sunday, Nov. 3, 2024, in Atlanta. The Falcons won 27-21. (AP Photo/ Brynn Anderson)
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                                        FRISCO, Texas (AP) -- Dak Prescott's injured hamstring is partially torn away from the bone and surgery for the star quarterback of the Dallas Cowboys is possible, a person with knowledge of the situation said Thursday.
The injury, known as a partial avulsion, is likely to lead to an absence longer than the minimum of four games that would be required by putting Prescott on injured reserve.
Potentially season-ending surgery is among the options being considered, the person told The Associated Press. The person spoke on condition of anonymity because the team hasn't disclosed details of Prescott's injury publicly. The NFL Network was the first to report the extent of Prescott's injury.

    


In training camp two years ago, former Cowboys left tackle Tyron Smith sustained what is called a full avulsion, a complete tear of the hamstring off the bone that requires surgery, and missed 13 games.
Prescott was injured in the second half of the Cowboys' 27-21 loss to Atlanta on Sunday. Dallas (3-5) is preparing for Cooper Rush to start multiple games, beginning Sunday at home against NFC East rival Philadelphia.




Rush went 4-1 filling in two years ago after Prescott broke the thumb on his throwing hand in a season-opening loss. He also won a game in 2021 when Prescott was out with a strained calf.
The Cowboys have made the playoffs three consecutive years with a 12-5 record, but have already matched that loss total and are three games behind Washington and the Eagles in the loss column in the NFC East.

    



If Prescott doesn't return, it will be the second time in five years the 2016 AP Offensive Rookie of the Year has been sidelined most of the season. He broke an ankle in Week 5 of the 2020 season and missed 11 games.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/NFL
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani gets caught stealing by New York Mets shortstop Francisco Lindor during the second inning in Game 1 of a baseball NL Championship Series, Sunday, Oct. 13, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani reacts after advancing to third on a fielding error by New York Yankees second baseman Gleyber Torres during the eighth inning in Game 1 of the baseball World Series, Friday, Oct. 25, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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                                        SAN ANTONIO (AP) -- The Los Angeles Dodgers aren't counting on Shohei Ohtani to pitch at the start of next season and will wait to see how his rehabilitation progresses following shoulder surgery on his non-throwing arm.
Ohtani had a procedure Tuesday to repair a torn labrum in his left shoulder, an injury sustained while sliding during a stolen base attempt in Game 2 of the World Series on Oct. 26. The two-way star did not pitch this year while recovering from elbow surgery on Sept. 19, 2023.
"We're going to take it piece by piece and get through this and then take it in one-, two-week chunks and make sure that we're in a really good place on each of those benchmarks and then go from there and not try to say, 'Hey, we need to be ready by this day,'" general manager Brandon Gomes said Wednesday. "We're going to let the rehab process play out."

    


Ohtani and the Dodgers begin next season in Tokyo, with a two-game series against the Chicago Cubs on March 18 and 19.
After signing a record $700 million, 10-year contract, the 30-year-old Ohtani hit .310 with 54 homers, 130 RBIs and 59 stolen bases this year, becoming the first player with at least 50 homers and 50 stolen bases in a season.




"I think it's safe that he will not steal 50 bases next year," Gomes said. "I have a hunch. I don't want to count it out because I don't ever bet against Shohei."
Gomes said left-hander Clayton Kershaw had surgery Wednesday but he could not go into details because the three-time Cy Young Award winner was a free agent.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
He also said Mookie Betts is likely headed back to the infield next year and the World Series champions would like to reach a new contract with manager Dave Roberts, whose current deal runs through next season.
Ohtani was operated on by head team physician Dr. Neal ElAttrache.
"The rehab stages have different lower-intensity exercises and may just be movement," Gomes said. "Our trainers and performance coaches and doctors are all in lockstep on that and we'll be with him along the way."

    


Ohtani has stopped his throwing program.
"He probably would have stopped throwing anyway with the offseason, but he needs to recover from this and then get that back up," Gomes said.
Los Angeles expects to have right-handers Yoshinobu Yamamoto, Tony Gonsolin, Dustin May and Tyler Glasnow ready for opening day. Yamamoto was sidelined by right triceps tightness between June 15 and Sept. 10, Glasnow didn't pitch after Aug. 11 because of right elbow tendinitis, Gonsolin spent all of 2024 recovering from Tommy John surgery, and May didn't pitch this year following elbow and esophagus operations.
Betts started the season at shortstop, broke his left hand on June 16 when hit by a pitch and moved to right field when he returned on Aug. 12. His shift back to the infield is a product of trying to protect his body and the desire of the 32-year-old, an eight-time All-Star.
"That's not set in stone but I think just the toll of the outfield and I think it's really hard on guys bouncing back and forth," Gomes said. "We'll have those more in-depth conversations soon and get some clarity on it."

    


Moving Betts from right field would create intrigue over whether Los Angeles might pursue Juan Soto, the top free agent on the market.
If Betts moved back to second base instead of shortstop, the Dodgers would need to find another position for Gavin Lux, who made 117 starts at second this year. Lux returned after missing the 2023 season with a torn ACL and was moved from shortstop after defensive struggles early in spring training.
"Gavin's been a huge part of our success," Gomes said.
Roberts started as Dodgers manager for the 2016 season with a three-year contract that included a team option, agreed in December 2018 to a four-year contract and then in March 2022 to his latest deal, which runs through 2025. He has an 851-506 record, leading the Dodgers to a pair of World Series titles and four NL pennants.
"We want Dave here as long as we can see out and we've had success with doing extensions in the past with him," Gomes said. "We expect at some point this offseason talking through that."

    


Kershaw said Friday he was going to have operations on his left big toe and knee. The 36-year-old didn't make his season debut until July 25 following shoulder surgery and was limited to seven starts, going 2-2 with a 4.50 ERA. He didn't pitch after Aug. 30 because of the toe injury.
Kershaw on Monday declined a $10 million player option that would have allowed him to earn $15 million in performance bonuses.
"He's a high priority for us," Gomes said.

Dodgers officials didn't arrive at the general managers meetings until 11 a.m. Tuesday because of flight delays. Their flight got canceled on Sunday and then delayed on Monday, when they had a layover in Houston. Their connecting flight was delayed, too.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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                    FILE - Rory McIlroy, of Northern Ireland, hits out of the seventh fairway during the second round of the Tour Championship golf tournament, Friday, Aug. 30, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)
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                                        ABU DHABI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- Fine, but unimaginative.
That was Rory McIlroy's view of his new swing, which he tried out for the first time competitively in shooting 5-under 67 in the first round of the Abu Dhabi Championship on Thursday.
It left the No. 3-ranked McIlroy five shots off the lead held by Ryder Cup teammate Tommy Fleetwood in the first event of the European tour playoffs.
Seeking a victory that can clinch a sixth year-long Race to Dubai title, McIlroy returned to competitive action after a month away -- most of which he spent shut away in a studio hitting balls against a screen in search of a more robust swing that can hold up in pressure-filled moments.
McIlroy didn't make too many mistakes in his first round, save for pushing his tee shot on the par-3 17th and failing to get up and down for par. That was his only bogey, while he made six birdies -- including a tap-in at the last.

    


"It felt OK," said McIlroy, looking rather unimpressed. "I've gotten comfortable doing this little rehearsal before I take the club back. It felt fine. I probably wasn't as imaginative out there -- I was hitting very straight shots.




"I hit a couple where I didn't see the picture of what I was trying to do with the ball flight because I was thinking a little too much about what I was doing with the swing."
McIlroy said the lack of wind and the generous size of the fairways at Yas Links made his task easier and allowed him to focus on his modified swing.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"I am quite fortunate that it's a nice week to come back," he said.
Fleetwood -- the next highest-ranked player in the reduced 70-man field at No. 10 -- was more in the zone, making eight birdies to go with an eagle at the par-5 second hole in a bogey-free round of 10-under 62. The Englishman took the solo lead for the first time by rolling in a birdie putt from 10 feet at No. 18.
Fleetwood was a stroke clear of Thorbjorn Olesen of Denmark and Johannes Veerman of the United States, with Tyrrell Hatton -- a LIV Golf player -- in a share of fourth place after shooting 64 with Laurie Canter, Paul Waring and Francesco Laporta.

    


McIlroy, who was in a tie for 18th, has a huge lead in the Race to Dubai standings and can win what was formerly the Order of Merit title with an event to spare with a victory in Abu Dhabi. That would take some suspense out of the season-ending World Tour Championship in Dubai next week.

McIlroy has finished a season as the European No. 1 five times and can tie the late Seve Ballesteros with a sixth. Colin Montgomerie has a record eight.
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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            The Cleveland Cavaliers bench reacts late in the second half of an NBA basketball game against the New Orleans Pelicans in New Orleans, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. The Cavaliers won 131-122. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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                                        NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- Taking their cues from Jarrett Allen, the Cleveland Cavaliers celebrated the first 9-0 start to a season in franchise history by pouring water bottles over coach Kenny Atkinson's head in the locker room.
There will be much bigger games, with higher stakes, than the Cavs' 131-122 victory in New Orleans on Wednesday night. 
But Atkinson didn't mind taking a moment to enjoy something no other Cavs team had done in the 55 years since Cleveland joined the NBA for the 1970-71 season.
"You have to," said Atkinson, who also became the first NBA coach to win his first nine games with a new team. "This season's so long. It's so hard to win in this league. So, when you do have moments like this, you have to celebrate a little."
After hitting 54.2% of their shots in the Big Easy -- including 48.6% (17 of 35) from 3-point range -- the Cavs are shooting an NBA-best 52.6% on the season from the field.

    


"We're playing good basketball," said All-Star guard Donovan Mitchell, who had a team-high 29 points in New Orleans, while five other teammates scored 11 or more. "We've done it in so many different ways. We've had blowouts, close games, come-from-behind wins.




"It's just the habits that really get me excited about what we're doing," Mitchell said. "My biggest thing is just being consistent. Let's continually be this team."
Cleveland next plays at home Friday night against the Golden State Warriors, who set the NBA record for the best start to a season by winning their first 24 games during the 2015-16 campaign.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Against the Pelicans, the Cavs got 50 points from reserves while four of five starters scored 14 or more. 
"Again, everyone contributes," Atkinson said. "It's what good teams do. We're in a good place physically. We're in a good place mentally.
"When you win nine in a row, it's not one or two guys; it's the whole roster," he added.

    


In his four previous seasons as a head coach with Brooklyn, Atkinson had just one winning record, going 42-40 in 2018-19.
He spent the past four seasons as an assistant -- the first with the Los Angeles Clippers and the last three with Golden State.
Now, he's off to a rather auspicious start in his second head coaching stint, albeit with a team that won a playoff series a season ago and was expected to be in the Eastern Conference postseason picture again this season.
"The vibes are great, energy's great, he's done a phenomenal job with us and we've also bought in," Mitchell said. "He's given us input but also allowed us to give input ourselves and I think that's what's special."
Atkinson, meanwhile, sounds gratified by the synergy he's sensed not only among his players, but between them and himself. 

"What I think about is this team and the camaraderie they have, and the chemistry we have going and how connected they are," Atkinson said. "I've been fortunate to land with a really good group, a group that's been really successful in the past and I'm happy for them -- and I think they're happy for me in the locker room. 
"There's a bond between the head coach and a team," Atkinson continued. "You've got to celebrate those moments and it's pretty cool."
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/nba
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            Florida head coach Billy Napier, right, greets quarterback DJ Lagway (2) as he comes off the field during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Kentucky, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Gainesville, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


GAINESVILLE, Fla. (AP) -- Florida coach Billy Napier is getting a fourth season to try to get the Gators back to their winning ways.
Athletic director Scott Stricklin made the announcement in a "letter to Gator Nation" on Thursday that said the team is "building a foundation that promises greater success next season and beyond."
The Gators (4-4, 2-3 Southeastern Conference) have made significant strides since lopsided losses to Miami and Texas A&M during the first month of the season. Napier shored up the team's shaky defense, found a potential star in freshman quarterback DJ Lagway and developed young talent on both sides of the ball.
It's the kind of progress that made Stricklin's decision a relatively easy one despite Napier's 15-18 mark in Gainesville ahead of Saturday's game at No. 5 Texas.
"UF's commitment to excellence and a championship-caliber program is unwavering," Stricklin wrote. "In these times of change across college athletics, we are dedicated to a disciplined, stable approach that is focused on long-term, sustained success for Gator athletes, recruits and fans.

    


"I am confident that Billy will meet the challenges and opportunities ahead."




The Gators went toe-to-toe with then-No. 8 Tennessee in Knoxville last month and again with second-ranked Georgia last week in Jacksonville.
Florida lost 23-17 in overtime to the Volunteers after squandering several chances to pull off a stunner. And there are plenty who believe the Gators would have won "The World's Largest Outdoor Cocktail Party" had Lagway not pulled his hamstring in the second quarter while leading 10-3.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Before the season started, nobody expected us to be anything," running back Ja'Kobi Jackson said Wednesday. "But we're proving to people day-in and day-out that we can play in the SEC, that we're capable of beating teams."
In September, no one saw that coming. And it appeared Napier wouldn't even finish the season.

    


Florida was inept on both sides of the ball in a 41-17 loss to rival Miami to open the season and showed no improvement in a 33-20 loss to Texas A&M two weeks later. Under first-year coach Mike Elko, the Aggies ran for 310 yards, got three touchdowns from a freshman quarterback making his first collegiate start and ended a 10-game road skid.
But Napier's popularity started to turn with a dominant victory at Mississippi State and then a bye week that became a series of ultra-competitive practices -- on-field work that players point to as the key to getting on track.
While some wondered if the Gators would start giving up or opting out, they dug in for Napier.
"Everything Coach Napier says, everybody's bought into it," Jackson said. "We're playing for each other at the end of the day. We play for everyone that's in this building."
Florida would owe Napier roughly $26 million by firing him in 2024. His buyout drops to around $19 million in 2025, although that figure would be considerably higher with his legion of assistants and behind-the-scenes help.
Even with Napier remaining in place, he's still likely to open next year on the proverbial hot seat. And for good reason.

    


Florida is 2-12 against ranked teams and 1-10 against rivals Florida State, Georgia, LSU, Miami and Tennessee. And Napier's in-game mistakes continue to mount (see Tennessee), although at a much slower pace.
Nonetheless, growth outweighs growing pains. And with November being a key recruiting month, Florida administrators opted to give Napier a vote of confidence, especially with his team so banged up. The Gators could be down their top two quarterbacks, including Lagway, their top two running backs, two of their top four receivers and four cornerbacks when they take the field in Austin.
___
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            Mississippi coach Lane Kiffin reacts after an offensive pass interference call in the end zone against them during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Arkansas, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in Fayetteville, Ark. (AP Photo/Michael Woods)
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            Georgia quarterback Carson Beck (15) throws a pass during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Florida, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in Jacksonville, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)
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            Mississippi quarterback Jaxson Dart (2) throws a pass against Arkansas during the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in Fayetteville, Ark. (AP Photo/Michael Woods)
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            Georgia head coach Kirby Smart shouts to players on the field during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Florida, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in Jacksonville, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)
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            University of Mississippi running back Henry Parrish, Jr. (21) scores a touchdown during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Oklahoma University on Saturday, October 26, 2024, in Oxford, Miss. (AP Photo/Sarah Warnock)
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            Georgia running back Trevor Etienne, left, and head coach Kirby Smart celebrate after defeating Florida in an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in Jacksonville, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Lane Kiffin typically steers clear of talk about playoffs and championships. This week is an exception. 
There's no sugarcoating the situation facing Kiffin and No. 16 Mississipp i: They have to win out to keep those postseason hopes intact, starting Saturday with powerhouse No. 2 Georgia.
"I told our players -- because they hear it all the time -- you still have that stuff alive," Kiffin said. "In my opinion, anybody that's going to win it is going to have to go through Georgia at some point. They're the premier program in college football."
The Bulldogs (7-1, 5-1 Southeastern Conference, No. 3 CFP) have won two of the last three national titles and already toppled then-No. 1 Texas. Only a loss to Alabama mars their record.
The Rebels (7-2, 3-2, No. 16) have dropped two games by a field goal apiece to Kentucky and LSU.
They're coming off a record-setting offensive performance in a 63-31 win over Arkansas. But leading rusher Henry Parrish Jr. is out and star receiver Tre Harris -- who hasn't played in the last two games -- is listed as doubtful with injuries on the SEC's availability report. 




Injured runners
Ole Miss will be without Parrish. Georgia's top running back, Trevor Etienne, left last week's win against Florida with a rib injury. He wasn't included on the availability report.
"The big thing is just his ability to sustain and deal with a little bit of pain because he's going to have some there," Georgia coach Kirby Smart said. "But he's a tough kid, and I think he'll do well with it." 
Ole Miss had Ulysses Bentley IV, Matt Jones and Domonique Thomas behind Parrish. Parrish has 678 yards and 10 touchdowns. Etienne has 453 rushing yards and seven touchdowns.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Beck's picks
Georgia quarterback Carson Beck has three straight games with multiple interceptions. Kiffin manages to put a positive spin on that, figuring it's a fixable problem for a talented passer.
"Versus some people around the country where you go, well, they protect the ball but the quarterback can't make the throws," the Ole Miss coach said. "It's a good problem to have."

    


Dart's big game
Mississippi quarterback Jaxson Dart broke Archie Manning's school record with 562 total yards (515 passing, 47 rushing) in the Rebels' win at Arkansas. He also had six touchdown passes.
"This guy's playing uncanny football when you talk about the accuracy, the completion percentage, the yards he's throwing it for," Smart said. "He's not throwing dink and dunk passes now. This guy's throwing the ball vertical down the field, shots. Then let's say you cover all that, and you do that, he can take off and run."
Jordan Watkins had 254 receiving yards and five touchdown catches.
Thriving on fourth down
Smart continues to have success when leaving the offense on the field on fourth downs. Georgia has been successful on 11 of 13 fourth downs this season for an 85% rate that leads the SEC. The Bulldogs have scored two touchdowns on fourth-down plays, including one by Etienne against Texas.
In Smart's nine seasons at Georgia, the Bulldogs have a 64% success rate on fourth down (74 of 115) with 12 touchdowns.

    


Upgraded front
The Bulldogs won last season's meeting 52-17, prompting Kiffin to reflect on the talent gap on the offensive and defensive fronts. 
They have definitely made some upgrades on the defensive line with players like Walter Nolen and Princely Umanmielen, and at linebacker with Chris Paul Jr. 
"We're a lot different there," Kiffin said, "and hopefully that will help us."
Smart said of the Rebels' defensive linemen: "Big humans. Large, fast humans and immovable objects with twitch and twist."
___
AP Sports Writer Charles Odum in Athens, Georgia, contributed to this report.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Philadelphia 76ers forward Paul George reacts during the first half of an NBA basketball game against the Los Angeles Clippers, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Inglewood, Calif. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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            Philadelphia 76ers forward Paul George greets the crowd during the first half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday against the Los Angeles Clippers, Nov. 6, 2024, in Inglewood, Calif. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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            Philadelphia 76ers forward Paul George (8) and Los Angeles Clippers guard James Harden (1) react after a call during the first half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Inglewood, Calif. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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            Philadelphia 76ers forward Paul George sits on the bench during the first half of an NBA basketball game against the Los Angeles Clippers, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Inglewood, Calif. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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            Philadelphia 76ers forward Paul George (8) defends against Los Angeles Clippers guard James Harden (1) during the first half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Inglewood, Calif. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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            Los Angeles Clippers guard Norman Powell, right, drives against Philadelphia 76ers center Andre Drummond, left, and forward Paul George during the second half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Inglewood, Calif. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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            Philadelphia 76ers forward Paul George (8) shoots against Los Angeles Clippers guard James Harden (1) during the first half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Inglewood, Calif. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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            Philadelphia 76ers forward Paul George, left, warms up before an NBA basketball game against the Los Angeles Clippers, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Inglewood, Calif. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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            Philadelphia 76ers forward Paul George warms up before an NBA basketball game against the Los Angeles Clippers, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Inglewood, Calif. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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                                        INGLEWOOD, Calif. (AP) -- Paul George heard about it in his return to Los Angeles on Wednesday night for the first time since leaving the Clippers last summer for the Philadelphia 76ers.
Fans booed George when he was introduced at Intuit Dome, the Clippers' new arena that seats 18,000 but drew announced attendance of 15,627. They got vocal each time he touched the ball throughout the game. Early on, he responded by hitting back-to-back 3-pointers.
"Boo him tonight and love him afterwards," Clippers coach Tyronn Lue said before the game.
George had 18 points on 7 of 9 shooting and seven rebounds in 24 minutes in the 110-98 loss. The Sixers fell to 1-6.
"He was getting a lot of attention, lots of double-teams," Sixers coach Nick Nurse said. "He had some good buckets and played some pretty good defense at times as well, but again, he's still working his way back conditioning-wise." 

    


George was playing just his second game of the season after a left knee injury kept him out. He scored 15 points in 32 minutes of the Sixers' 118-116 loss at Phoenix on Monday.
"They're throwing a lot of stuff at me that I'm quite not ready for at this moment because I'm still just trying to get back healthy," George said. "I'll be better. I'll put the work in but it is a rough patch."




Late in the first quarter, the Clippers played a George tribute video on the giant halo board above the court. He waved to acknowledge the polite applause.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Any time I tried to lock in and get prepared I look over and see someone I knew," he said. "Instantly it took me out of that mindset of getting prepared and then I tried to lock back in and there's another person."
In five seasons with the Clippers, the native of nearby Palmdale helped them to their first-ever Western Conference Finals appearance, but they were knocked out in the first round of the playoffs the last two years. 

    


"He's a special talent," Lue said.
George opted out of his player option in his $48 million contract with the Clippers to become a free agent and was wooed to Philly to play with Joel Embiid. 
"It's stupid," George said of the booing. "I was a free agent. It wasn't something that I demanded a trade or went against the team here. I did what was best for me in that situation."
The Clippers are 4-4 to open the season, hardly the kind of start they want to help attract fans to their new building. 
"I wish it would've been a little more packed out," George said. "This thing is amazing, what (owner Steve) Ballmer did and his vision. It is the best arena to play in."
The Wall, a seating section limited to diehard Clippers fans located near the visiting bench, weighed in on George, too. 
"I think I won The Wall," he said. "They got to do a little bit better."
Another fan held up a sign reading "Paul G, Please Come Back." The Clippers are without Kahwi Leonard, who has yet to play this season while nursing his surgically repaired right knee -- again. Besides George, they also lost Russell Westbrook from their Big Four that is now down to Leonard and James Harden.

"There ain't no bad blood. I talked to those guys throughout the whole process," George said. "Regardless if we're teammates or not, those are lifelong bonds that you build. Whatever happens in basketball kind of doesn't affect that relationship."
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/nba
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            Washington Capitals left wing Alex Ovechkin (8) celebrates his goal during the third period of an NHL hockey game against the Nashville Predators, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Washington. The Capitals won 3-2. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Alex Ovechkin scoring to hand the Nashville Predators another defeat and keep his Washington Capitals rolling was not surprising to the folks on the other side who have seen him a lot over the years.
"You knew it was coming," said Predators coach Andrew Brunette, whose final seven seasons as a player overlapped with Ovechkin's first seven in the NHL. "You're on the bench and I guess I've seen him too many times. I've played against him, I've coached against him, I've watched him and he just finds that and when it's on his stick it's gone.
"That's a big-time shot from obviously arguably the greatest goal-scorer of all time."
Ovechkin is now six away from breaking Jaromir Jagr's record for the most career game-winning goals. His 130th helped the Capitals improve to 9-3-0 this season and sent the Predators to their ninth loss in 13 games.

    


"It (stinks) that he scored against us tonight and got the game-winner, but a guy that is still producing at this age is impressive," said Predators forward Steven Stamkos, who played his first 16 years in the league with Tampa Bay. "To keep doing it at this age is very impressive."




Ovechkin has six goals in his past five games to reach 861 for his career. He's 34 away from breaking Wayne Gretzky's career mark that for decades had seemed unapproachable.
Washington's longtime captain also became just the third player age 39 or older to score in five or more consecutive games, after Johnny Bucyk in 1974 and Brett Hull in 2003.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"He's going to go down as the guy with the most goals ever at some point here," Stamkos said. "He's just a generational goal scorer and a guy that I've always looked up to in terms of how he scores goals. It's the hardest thing to do in the NHL is score and he's found a way to do it better than -- soon -- anyone ever."
Ovechkin also continued his streak of scoring every game the Capitals wear their black "Screaming Eagle" jersey, on this occasion the first time in this, their 50th season. The player known as the "Great Eight" is now 8 for 8 in this uniform.

    


"I don't know the stats, but I love this jersey," Ovechkin said. "Fans love it, so it's pretty cool."
Ovechkin set up Aliaksei Protas earlier in the game, too, and has eight goals and eight assists.

"I'm always having fun," Ovechkin said. "But when you're winning games, when you're producing opportunities to have a chance to score goals, it's always fun to play."
___
AP NHL: https://apnews.com/hub/nhl
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            Jannik Sinner of Italy serves his winning shot against Novak Djokovic of Serbia during the men's singles match in the Shanghai Masters tennis tournament at Qizhong Forest Sports City Tennis Center in Shanghai, China, Sunday, Oct. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            Spain's Carlos Alcaraz reacts as he plays France's Ugo Humbert in a third round match at the Paris Masters tennis tournament at the Accor Arena, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            Spain's Carlos Alcaraz backhands to France's Ugo Humbert during their third round match of the Paris Masters tennis tournament at the Accor Arena, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            Germany's Alexander Zverev returns to France's Ugo Humbert during the final of the Paris Masters tennis tournament at the Accor Arena on Sunday, Nov. 3, 2024, in Paris. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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            Russia's Daniil Medvedev throws his racket as he plays Alexei Popyrin, of Australia, during their second round match of the Paris Masters tennis tournament, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            Norway's Casper Ruud returns a ball to Spain's Roberto Bautista Agut during their first round match at the Swiss Indoors tennis tournament at the St. Jakobshalle in Basel, Switzerland, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Georgios Kefalas/Keystone via AP)
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            Alex de Minaur, of Australia, celebrates winning a point to Denmark's Holger Rune during their quarterfinal match of the Paris Masters tennis tournament at the Accor Arena, Friday, Nov. 1, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            Russia's Andrey Rublev returns a ball to Ben Shelton of the U.S. during their quarter final match at the Swiss Indoors tennis tournament at the St. Jakobshalle in Basel, Switzerland, Friday, Oct. 25, 2024. (Georgios Kefalas/Keystone via AP)
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            Germany's Alexander Zverev returns to France's Ugo Humbert during the final of the Paris Masters tennis tournament at the Accor Arena on Sunday, Nov. 3, 2024, in Paris. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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                                        Jannik Sinner and Carlos Alcaraz are poised to add another entry into their rapidly developing rivalry when the ATP Finals open on Sunday without any of the Big Three for the first time in 23 years.
The top-ranked Sinner and No. 3 Alcaraz evenly split the year's Grand Slam titles between them with two apiece and it would be fitting if the pair meet again in Turin.
Sinner and Alcaraz were placed in different groups in Thursday's draw.
The Ilie Nastase Group features Sinner, Daniil Medvedev, Taylor Fritz and Alex de Minaur.
The John Newcombe Group features Alexander Zverev, Alcaraz, Casper Ruud and Andrey Rublev.
After the round-robin stage, the top two finishers in each group advance to the semifinals.
The big name missing is that of defending champion Novak Djokovic, who withdrew on Tuesday due to an unspecified injury.




Djokovic, Federer and Nadal absent
Not since 2001 has the finals been held without at least one of Djokovic, Roger Federer or Rafael Nadal. This season also was the first since 2002 without at least one Grand Slam title for a member of that trio.
Djokovic has won the ATP Finals a record seven times. He beat Sinner in the final last year.
Federer, who retired in 2022, won the event six times after making his debut in 2002; Nadal, who is retiring after playing in the Davis Cup the week after finals, was the runner-up twice at the finals but never won it.
Sinner withdrew from last week's Paris Masters due to a virus and showed up early in Turin for training.
"This is for me the main event of the end of the year," Sinner said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Decision on Sinner doping still pending
As an Italian, Sinner will be the main focus of attention in Turin.
It's the first time Sinner is playing at home since it was announced before his U.S. Open title that he tested positive in two separate drug tests this year.
A decision to clear Sinner of wrongdoing was appealed by the World Anti-Doping Agency in September and the Switzerland-based Court of Arbitration for Sport is expected to make a final ruling on the case early next year.

    


Alcaraz is 3-0 vs Sinner this year
Sinner opened this year by winning the Australian Open to become the first Italian man to win a Grand Slam singles title in nearly a half-century -- since Adriano Panatta raised the French Open trophy in 1976.
Alcaraz then claimed the French Open and Wimbledon titles to raise his career total to four Grand Slams.
Sinner responded by winning the U.S. Open.
Alcaraz won all three official meetings with Sinner this year and holds a 6-4 advantage in their career head-to-head rivalry. Last month, Sinner beat Alcaraz in the Six Kings Slam exhibition in Saudi Arabia.
Zverev seeks third title
The only two players in the field to have won the finals are Zverev and Medvedev.
Zverev won in London in 2018 and in Turin in 2021; Medvedev triumphed in 2020, the final year the event was held in London.
Zverev enters in solid form coming off a title at the Paris Masters and leapfrogged Alcaraz into No. 2 in the rankings this week.
Fritz is looking to add another big result after his maiden Grand Slam final at the U.S. Open; Ruud was a finalist in 2022; De Minaur is making his tournament debut; and Rublev is making his fifth straight appearance.

    


Winner gets $4.8 million
If a player wins all five of his matches en route to the trophy, he will earn $4.8 million -- the largest winner's prize on the men's tour.

That's significantly more than what Sinner and Alcaraz earned for their victories at the U.S. Open ($3.6 million) and Wimbledon (2.7 million pounds or $3.45 million) this year.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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                    Police officers and paramedics carry a stretcher down the stands during a medical emergency during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Bayern Munich and SL Benfica, in Munich, Germany, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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                                        MUNICH (AP) -- Bayern Munich is mourning the death of a fan who attended the team's 1-0 win over Benfica in the Champions League on Wednesday. 
The Bavarian club said early Thursday morning that it received the news that the fan had died while being transported to the hospital.
Bayern fans did not sing or chant during the game out of respect for the person. The atmosphere in Bayern's stadium was noticeably muted some minutes after kickoff when it became apparent there was a medical emergency requiring the attention of paramedics and police officers,
The Bayern supporters' group Club Nr. 12 said its members would "not be supporting as usual today because of an emergency medical intervention. Life comes before sport. We wish the family and friends lots of strength."
The Bayern supporters did not resume chanting after the person was carried out of the block on a stretcher after about half an hour.

    


Jamal Musiala's 67th-minute header - set up by Harry Kane - was enough for Bayern to end its two-game losing run and claim its second win of the league phase.
The Bayern fans cheered and celebrated the goal, but the atmosphere remained muted for the rest of the match.





"We didn't know of it during the game, just after it," Bayern midfielder Konrad Laimer said of the medical emergency. "We wish the family strength and best wishes, we're thinking of all involved, and we're hoping for the best for the individual fan."
Bayern's announcement came later.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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            Oregon quarterback Dillon Gabriel scrambles out of the pocket against Michigan in the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in Ann Arbor, Mich. Oregon defeated Michigan 38-17. (AP Photo/Jose Juarez)
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            Maryland quarterback Billy Edwards Jr. (9) looks to make a pass during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Southern California, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in College Park, Md. (AP Photo/Alyssa Howell)
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            Maryland running back Nolan Ray (25) runs the ball past Southern California cornerback Greedy Vance Jr. (21) during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in College Park, Md. (AP Photo/Alyssa Howell)
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            Oregon running back Jordan James dives into the end zone for a touchdown against Michigan in the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in Ann Arbor, Mich. Oregon defeated Michigan 38-17. (AP Photo/Jose Juarez)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 6 | 
            Maryland wide receiver Kaden Prather (1) celebrates a first down during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Southern California, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in College Park, Md. (AP Photo/Alyssa Howell)
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            Oregon running back Jordan James (20) runs with the ball and is chased by Michigan linebacker Ernest Hausmann (15) and defensive lineman Rayshaun Benny (26) during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in Ann Arbor, Mich. Oregon defeated Michigan 38-17. (AP Photo/Jose Juarez)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Maryland (4-4, 1-4 Big Ten) at No. 1 Oregon (9-0, 6-0, No. 1 CFP) 7 p.m. ET Saturday (Big Ten Network). 
BetMGM College Football Odds: Oregon by 24 1/2. 
Series Record: First meeting.
WHAT'S AT STAKE
Top-ranked Oregon hasn't been derailed yet in its first Big Ten season, and all signs point to a league title and a spot in the expanded College Football Playoffs. The Ducks are coming off a 38-17 win at Michigan to remain one of just five undefeated teams in the nation. It is the third time Oregon has gone 9-0 to start the season, following 2010 and 2012. After Oregon, Maryland has three more games -- at home against Rutgers and Iowa, and at Penn State. The Terrapins need two more wins to become bowl eligible for the fourth straight season. Maryland has lost three of its last four games. Maryland's last game was a 48-23 loss at Minnesota on Oct. 26. 
KEY MATCHUP
Maryland averages 41.9 pass attempts per game, most in the conference. QB Billy Edwards Jr. has thrown for 2,314 yards with 13 touchdowns and six interceptions, while also running for 71 yards and five scores. The Ducks are No. 17 nationally in pass defense, allowing an average of 172.8 yards a game. Overall, Oregon has the 10th-best scoring defense in the country. 

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Maryland: WR Tai Felton has 73 catches for 907 yards with six touchdowns. His passing yards lead the Big Ten -- he has 225 more receiving yards than anyone else in the conference -- and rank him sixth in the nation. He's averaging 12.4 yards per catch. 
Oregon: Sixth-year QB Dillon Gabriel needs just one touchdown to match the NCAA career record of 178 total TDs held by Chase Keenum. Gabriel, who transferred to Eugene from Oklahoma in the offseason, also ranks second in NCAA history with 144 career passing touchdowns and 17,530 passing yards. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
The Ducks were No. 1 in the first College Football Playoff rankings of the season announced on Tuesday. ... Oregon has won 13 straight home games. ... The Ducks are 8-1 all-time as the No. 1 team in the country. ... Maryland has not played a regular season game on the West Coast since visiting Cal in 2009. ... Oregon's defense is allowing just 15.8 points per game. ... The last time Maryland faced the No. 1 team in the country was in 2019 against Ohio State. ... Oregon running back Jordan James needs 83 more yards rushing to reach 1,000. ... The Terrapins have not defeated the No. 1 ranked team since downing UCLA in 1955. 
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Minnesota head coach P.J. Fleck calls for a two-point conversion after a touchdown late in the second half of an NCAA college football game against Illinois on Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in Champaign, Ill. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Minnesota running back Darius Taylor is tripped up by Illinois linebacker James Kreutz during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in Champaign, Ill. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Rutgers running back Kyle Monangai (5) runs with the ball past Southern California cornerback John Humphrey (19) during the first half of an NCAA college football game Friday, Oct. 25, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Kyusung Gong)
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            Rutgers quarterback Athan Kaliakmanis (16) throws a pass during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Southern California, Friday, Oct. 25, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Kyusung Gong)
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Minnesota (6-3, 4-2 Big Ten) at Rutgers (4-4, 1-4), Saturday, 12 p.m. EST (NBC)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Minnesota by 6 1/2.
Series record: Minnesota leads 3-0.
What's at stake?
Minnesota is on a four-game winning streak, its longest in Big Ten play in three years. The Gophers, having secured bowl eligibility, have an opportunity for a top-five finish in the first season of the 18-team league if they can keep up the momentum created by their passing attack behind transfer QB Max Brosmer. He was brought in from FCS-level New Hampshire to replace Athan Kaliakmanis, who bolted for Rutgers, setting up this grudge match against the Gophers. Coming off a bye week, Rutgers will try to end a four-game losing streak.
Key matchup
Rutgers has given up an average of almost 40 points the last three games in losses to Wisconsin, UCLA and Southern Cal. Defensive coordinator Joe Harasymiak, who spent three seasons (2019-21) at Minnesota, becoming the DC in 2020, needs to come up with something against Gophers offensive coordinator Greg Harbaugh Jr., whose unit is averaging almost 30 points in its streak.

    


Players to watch
Minnesota CB Justin Walley. The fourth-year starter has been an integral part of Minnesota's stout pass defense, with two of the team's 15 interceptions - which ranks second in the FBS - and a team-leading nine pass breakups. He has 26 pass breakups for his career, five short of the program record.
Rutgers WR Dymere Miller. The transfer from Monmouth matched his career high with 11 catches for 131 yards. He's the first time Scarlet Knight with at least 10 receptions since Mohamed Sanu had 13 at Army in 2011. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
Minnesota coach P.J. Fleck was Rutgers receivers coach in 2010-11 under Greg Schiano. He followed Schiano to Tampa, Florida in 2012 when he went to the NFL. ... Brosmer's completion percentage (68.2) is on pace to set a program record among QBs with a minimum of 100 attempts. He has played four straight games without an interception, the longest streak for the Gophers since Mitch Leidner bridged the 2014-15 seasons with five interception-free games in a row. ... Kaliakmanis had a career-high 27 completions and a season-best 313 yards passing against Southern Cal. ... RB Kyle Monangai needs 69 yards to hit 1,000 for the second straight season. ... Offensive coordinator Kirk Ciarrocca was Minnesota's OC for four seasons (2017-19, 2022).
___
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Iowa (6-3, 4-2 Big Ten) at UCLA (3-5, 2-4), Friday, 9 p.m. EST (Fox)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Iowa by 6.
Series record: UCLA leads 7-2.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
The Bruins have revived what looked to be a lost season with consecutive wins, beating Nebraska 27-20 on the road. Now, first-year head coach DeShaun Foster will try to pick up a first home victory in Big Ten play in four tries. The Hawkeyes are going for a third straight win and still have a shot at a fourth 10-win season since 2019. 
KEY MATCHUP
Iowa's pass defense vs. UCLA quarterback Ethan Garbers. The Hawkeyes' defense has buckled down against the pass the last two games, holding Northwestern and Wisconsin to a combined 257 yards and one touchdown through the air and intercepting four passes. The Bruins' short passing game bothered Nebraska in the first half last week and produced five plays of 15-plus yards, and Garbers was able to go over the top for a 48-yard touchdown pass.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Iowa: QB Brendan Sullivan is in line to make his second start since replacing Cade McNamara and first on the road. The Northwestern transfer threw for 93 yards and a touchdown and ran nine times for 58 yards and a TD against Wisconsin. His rushing total was highest by an Iowa QB since 2015.
UCLA: WR Kwazi Gilmer has flashed big-play ability as a freshman, getting his first college touchdown on a 48-yard grab against the Cornhuskers. He has four receptions of 25 yards or more, and Gilmer's 213 yards is most among Bruins wide receivers. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
This is the teams' first meeting since the 1986 Rose Bowl, a 45-28 UCLA win. ... The Hawkeyes have scored at least 40 points in four games, most since they had that many in four games in 2017. ... Iowa has outscored its opponents 42-0 in the third quarter over the past two games. ... The Hawkeyes' 329 yards rushing against Wisconsin were their most against a Big Ten opponent since they had 365 against Purdue in 2016. They've had seven 200-yard rushing games this season ... Garbers has UCLA's two longest runs of the season. He had a 57-yard scamper at Nebraska after picking up a 49-yard rush against Rutgers. ... The Bruins have maintained a tenacious run defense, allowing 100.4 yards on the ground per game. 
___
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                                        RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP) -- Barbora Krejcikova grabbed the last semifinal spot at the WTA Finals with a 7-5, 6-4 win over Coco Gauff on Thursday, a result that eliminated second-ranked Iga Swiatek from the season-ending tournament.
Krejcikova completes a last-four lineup that already included top-ranked Aryna Sabalenka, Zheng Qinwen and Gauff.
Krejcikova won the Orange Group and will face Zheng in Friday's semifinals, while Gauff will take on Purple Group winner Sabalenka.

Swiatek earlier routed alternate Daria Kasatkina 6-1, 6-0 in less than an hour, but she needed Krejcikova to lose to third-ranked Gauff in order to advance from the Orange Group. Krejcikova, Gauff and Swiatek all finished at 2-1, and Swiatek was eliminated because she has a worse percentage of sets won.
Kasatkina replaced American Jessica Pegula, who withdrew from the tournament on Wednesday because of a left knee injury.
"I'm professional enough to always give 100% no matter what the stakes are," Swiatek said.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) -- The annual Alabama-LSU rivalry is Exhibit A this weekend for how the expanded College Football Playoff has changed what constitutes a high-stakes game in November.
Both teams have two losses and neither has a top-10 ranking in the AP Top 25, yet the winner of Saturday night's clash in Tiger Stadium will remain on track to become one of the 12 teams who'll compete for a national title in January.
"We're right in the middle of it," LSU coach Brian Kelly said. "There's so much football to be played that the initial (CFP) rankings is just the horses getting into the gates.
"It would be nice to be on that inside track and be No. 1, but certainly there's a lot of race ahead of us," Kelly continued. "Now, you've got to play well for the remaining four weeks of the season."
No. 14 LSU (6-2, 3-1 Southeastern Conference, No. 15 CFP) did not play particularly well during the second half of its previous game at Texas A&M on Oct. 26. The Tigers went into halftime with a 17-7 lead, only to leave College Station with a deflating 38-23 loss.

    


The No. 11 Crimson Tide (6-2, 3-2 SEC, No. 11 CFP) stumbled a little earlier in the season at Vanderbilt and at Tennessee, but rebounded two weeks ago with a resounding 34-0 demolition of Missouri.




"You saw our response, I think, with the Missouri game," first-year Alabama coach Kalen DeBoer said. "That's just more experiences that you have together, backs to the wall. There's different things that different teams respond well to."
As usual, both teams had a bye in the week leading up to their traditional early November showdown, giving them a chance to be a little healthier and better prepared for what has long been one of the biggest match-ups on either team's slate.

    


Milroe vs. LSU
It was perhaps the first game when the college football world realized just how dangerous Alabama quarterback Jalen Milroe was as a runner. Milroe ran for 155 yards and four touchdowns against LSU last season while passing for 219 yards.
Texas A&M quarterback Marcel Reed ran for three touchdowns against LSU's defense, and Milroe presents another quarterback who can run.
"That's just hard for any defense to go against," Milroe said. "It's just hard for any defense to stop the element of the pass and the run."
Riding the "Nuss bus"
Junior QB Garrett Nussmeier, playing the never-easy role of successor to a Heisman Trophy-winning QB, spent most of the season on a promising, upward trajectory -- until the second half of his previous game. He threw three second-half interceptions in LSU territory at Texas A&M -- a major factor in the Tigers' stunning collapse against the Aggies.
Despite that, he still ranks No. 2 in the SEC and No. 8 nationally in TDs passing with 20. His 328.4 yards passing per game ranks second in the league and fifth nationally.
"He's a coach's kid; you can tell he's been very well trained," Alabama defensive coordinator Kane Wommack said, referring to the fact that the LSU QB's dad is former NFL QB and current Philadelphia Eagles quarterbacks coach Doug Nussmeier.
"He's as good as we've seen this year -- aggressive with the ball," Wommack said. "I know sometimes that's gotten him in trouble, but it's also created a lot of explosive plays."

    


Road Bama
Alabama has dropped its last two road games, at Vanderbilt and at Tennessee. A common denominator: Slow starts before a hostile crowd. The Commodores scored two touchdowns in the first seven minutes, including a pick six. It wasn't that bad in Knoxville, but Alabama did have two punts and an interception on its first three offensive series.
"You just can't dig yourself a hole, especially giving the opponent momentum in an environment like we're going to see at LSU," DeBoer said. "So it's critical. We preach it every day."

    


No Nick
The presence of Nick Saban, who coached LSU's 2003 team to a national title, on Alabama's sideline from 2007 to 2023 gave this already storied rivalry an extra-juicy layer.
Although Saban is now retired, his influence on Alabama -- where he won six national titles -- endures and remains a factor this year, Kelly asserted.
"This football team still resembles the building blocks of coach Saban," Kelly said. "Kalen took over a program that was in great shape, right? So, a lot of the underpinnings are still there and certainly a very talented team.
"So, there's still that sense that there's the man behind the curtain, if you will," Kelly said. "You sense that in terms of the overall program."
___
AP Sports Writer John Zenor contributed to this report.
___
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UCF (4-5, 2-4 Big 12) at Arizona State (6-2, 3-2), Saturday, 7 p.m. EST (ESPN2)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Arizona State by 3.
Series record: Arizona State leads 1-0.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Arizona State looks to continue its surprising second season under coach Kenny Dillingham against a UCF team that just blew out the Big 12's other school from Arizona. The Sun Devils were picked to finish last in the Big 12 preseason poll, but have a chance for their best start since opening the 2014 season 8-1. Arizona State is coming off a 42-21 road win over Oklahoma State. UCF ended a five-game losing streak with a 56-12 blowout of Arizona last week. 
KEY MATCHUP
Arizona State's defense vs. UCF running back RJ Harvey. The Sun Devils have been solid against the run this season, allowing 111.9 yards per game, 27th in FBS. They'll have their hands full against Harvey and the Knights. Harvey leads the Big 12 and is third nationally with 1,201 yards rushing and has run for 16 TDs, fifth in the FBS. He also has 40 runs of at least 10 yards, six more than the next FBS player. Behind Harvey, UCF is second nationally with 2,451 yards rushing and 26 TDs this season.




PLAYERS TO WATCH
UCF: Dylan Rizk. The redshirt freshman made the most of his first career start last week, throwing for 294 yards and three TDs while adding 55 yards rushing. Rizk had the sixth-highest grade (90.1) among Power 4 quarterbacks, according to Pro Football Focus metrics.
Arizona State: QB Sam Leavitt. With RB Cam Skattebo potentially out with an undisclosed injury, the Sun Devils may have to lean on Leavitt a little more against UCF. The Michigan State transfer has been steady this season, throwing for 1,470 yards and 11 TDs with four interceptions. He's also run for 284 yards and four more scores.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
A win for UCF would be the 300th in program history. ... Arizona State has made a huge improvement on converting third downs. The Sun Devils have converted 45% this season, 30th nationally, after ranking 120th a year ago at 31.7%. ... The Knights lead the nation in explosive running plays with 79 of at least 10 yards. ... Arizona State is 18th nationally in rushing offense at 210.4 yards per game. ... UCF held Arizona to five yards rushing last week. ... Arizona State DB Xavion Alford has allowed six receptions in 277 in-coverage snaps.
___
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            Purdue head coach Ryan Walters watches the video replay screen during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Illinois on Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in Champaign, Ill. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) -- After three straight grinding, nail-biting games for No. 3 Ohio State, coach Ryan Day has the challenge of keeping the intensity high against an opponent that likely won't put up the same level of fight.
Hard-luck Purdue (1-7, 0-5 Big Ten) visits Ohio Stadium on Saturday, a week after the Buckeyes gutted out an emotional 20-13 win over then-No. 2 Penn State.
The previous week, Ohio State (7-1, 4-1, CFP No. 2) needed a late interception to seal a 21-17 win over Nebraska. On Oct. 12, they lost a 32-31 heartbreaker at No. 1 Oregon.
Now with two games coming up against lesser opponents -- Purdue and Northwestern -- nobody would blame the Buckeyes for looking a few weeks down the road.
Ohio State hosts No. 8 Indiana on Nov. 23 and rival Michigan in the season finale Nov. 30. Every game is a must-win. Another loss and the Buckeyes run the risk of being pushed out of the 12-team College Football Playoff. 

    


For as much time as Day spent answering questions this week about the Penn State game, he stressed that his team has got to move on and run over Purdue. 
Ohio State has been tripped up in mid-season before, notably in 2018 when the unbeaten No. 2 Buckeyes were stunned 49-20 by unranked Purdue at West Lafayette, Indiana.




"If our guys think they're just going to go out and play on Saturday, they're wrong," Day said. "I think (Purdue is) a much better team than their record shows. If anybody here in this building is thinking about last week, they're distracted and that can't happen."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Purdue swamped FCS school Indiana State 49-0 in the opener but has since lost seven in a row, it's longest losing streak since 2016. But second-year coach Ryan Walters likes the improvement.
"Two of the last three games, we've been there right at the end, in overtime," Purdue coach Ryan Walters said. "That wasn't the case early in the season."

    


Will's worst game 
Ohio State quarterback Will Howard had his worst game of the season against Penn State. It started badly when he threw a pick-6 on his first pass attempt. 
He finished 16 of 24 for a season-low 182 yards, two touchdowns and one interception. His 66.7% completion rate was his lowest since the season opener. He also fumbled the ball out of the back of the end zone while rushing for what would have been a touchdown in the second quarter.
"If I play my worst game and we win, that's all that matters," said Howard, who played four years at Kansas State before transferring. "And that's kind of how I want to approach the game, and that's how I want my teammates to know me."
Tough road
Purdue blew what was probably their best chance of getting a conference win when they lost in overtime to Northwestern 26-20 last week. The rest of the schedule is tougher. After Ohio State, the Boilermakers get No. 6 Penn State at home, then they're at Michigan State before wrapping up the season at No. 8 Indiana.
Defense does it
Day said the Ohio State defense was "re-engineered" after it allowed nearly 500 yards of offense in the loss to Oregon. Defensive coordinator Jim Knowles said it was a matter of getting players in the right positions, especially for the pass rush.
"It was just a process of going back to the basics," Knowles said. "Things got out of whack in that (Oregon) game somewhat."

    


Two QBs
Hudson Card will be Purdue's starting quarterback against the Buckeyes. The fifth-year player started the first five games of the season. When he was sidelined with an injury in the losses to Illinois and Oregon, second-year man Ryan Browne played well enough to create a quarterback conundrum. Card returned last week and threw for 267 yards and a touchdown in the OT loss to Northwestern.
___
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            Oklahoma State head coach Mike Gundy looks on in the first half of an NCAA college football game against BYU, Friday, Oct. 18, 2024, in Provo, Utah. (AP Photo/Spenser Heaps)
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            TCU quarterback Josh Hoover (10) looks to pass against Baylor during the first half of an NCAA college football game in Waco, Texas on Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024. (Chris Torres/Star-Telegram via AP)
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            Oklahoma State wide receiver Brennan Presley score past cornerback Reggie Bush II In the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024, in Waco, Texas. (Jerry Larson/Waco Tribune-Herald via AP)
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            TCU wide receiver Jack Bech (18) escapes a tackle from Baylor safeties Carl Williams IV (15) and Devyn Bobby (3) during the first half of an NCAA college football game in Waco, Texas on Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024. (Chris Torres/Star-Telegram via AP)
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Oklahoma State (3-6, 0-6 Big 12) at TCU (5-4, 3-3), Saturday, 7 p.m. ET (FS1)
BetMGM College Football Odds: TCU by 11 1/2.
Series record: Oklahoma State leads 17-14-2.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Oklahoma State has to win its last three regular season games to avoid its first losing season since 2005, which was Mike Gundy's first as head coach. The Cowboys have since had a school-record streak of 19 seasons going to a bowl. TCU can get bowl eligible with a win. The Horned Frogs had won back-to-back Big 12 games before Baylor's game-ending field goal last week. It was the second conference game this season they lost in the final minute. 
KEY MATCHUP
TCU quarterback Josh Hoover leads the Big 12 with 327.4 yards passing per game and his 21 touchdowns. He has completed 230 of 343 passes (67.1%). The Cowboys have allowed three TDs passes in each of their last two games, with opponents scoring 12 times through the air in the past five games. Oklahoma State is near the bottom of the 16-team Big 12 allowing 255 yards per game and 8.4 yards per catch, but is one of only four teams with at least 10 interceptions. Hoover has thrown eight picks __ only three Big 12 QBs have more this season.




PLAYERS TO WATCH
Oklahoma State: WR Brennan Presley is the only FBS player this season with 500 receiving yards, 200 kickoff return yards and 50 rushing yards. He ranks eighth nationally with 62 catches and needs seven more to pass Rashuan Woods' school record of 293 career catches that has stood since 2003. Presley has multiple catches in 39 consecutive games, the second-longest active FBS streak. 
TCU: WR Savion Williams, a former high school quarterback, has led TCU in rushing in each of the last three games while lining up in wildcat formations. He is the first Horned Frogs player with a rushing, receiving and passing TD in the same season since Kenny Hill in 2017. Williams' 47 receptions and five TD catches are both career highs. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
Oklahoma State has allowed 523.3 total yards per game during its six-game losing streak. ... The last time the Cowboys played in Fort Worth two years ago, they were ranked 13th before losing 43-40 in double overtime to then-No. 13 TCU. ... Jack Bech is 77 yards shy of becoming only the sixth TCU player with a 1,000-yard receiving season. ... Oklahoma State safety Trey Rucker is the Big 12 leader with 9.6 tackles per game. 
___
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No. 19 Clemson (6-2, 5-1; No. 23 CFP) at Virginia Tech (5-4, 3-2), Saturday, 3:30 ET (ESPN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Clemson by 6.5. 
Series record: Clemson leads 23-12-1
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Both No. 19 Clemson and Virginia Tech are coming off losses, dampening a matchup that had potential ACC championship game implications two weeks ago. The Tigers fell 33-21 to Louisville in a game they lost despite outgaining Louisville 450-366 and not committing a turnover. The Tigers remain in the hunt for an ACC title game appearance, but need to win out and need some help. The Hokies, meanwhile, saw their three-game winning streak snapped in a 38-31 overtime loss at Syracuse. Virginia Tech blew a 18-point, second-half lead, and the defeat continued its trend of losing close games. All the Hokies' losses this season have been by a touchdown or less.
KEY MATCHUP
Clemson enters the game as the ACC leader in rushing offense at 202.6 yards per game. Behind bruising tailback Phil Mafah, the Tigers average an ACC-best 5.7 yards per carry. Mafah is one of four tailbacks in the conference averaging better than 100 yards rushing per game, coming in at 106.6. The Tigers will be taking on a Virginia Tech defense that has struggled against the run. The Hokies rank 16th out of 17 teams in the ACC in rush defense at 157.6 yards per game and have allowed five of their nine opponents to rush for at least 150 yards.




PLAYERS TO WATCH
Clemson: RB Phil Mafah. Mafah rushed for 171 yards and two touchdowns in the Tigers' loss to Louisville and needs just 147 yards to eclipse the 1,000-yard mark for the season. He has rushed for at least 100 yards in five games this season and has rushed for at least two touchdowns in three consecutive games.
Virginia Tech: DE Antwaun Powell-Ryland. Powell-Ryland registered a sack against Syracuse and now has 12 sacks on the season and a 21.5 for his career. His 12 sacks lead the nation, and he currently ranks fifth on Virginia Tech's single-season sacks list. He leads the team in sacks, tackles for a loss (12.5), quarterback hurries (6), and fumble recoveries (3) and ranks tied for first with two forced fumbles.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS AND FIGURES
Virginia Tech starting quarterback Kyron Drones, starting tailback Bhayshul Tuten, and starting cornerback Mansoor Delano are questionable for the game with undisclosed injuries. Drones and Tuten missed last Saturday's loss at Syracuse. ... The Tigers have won six consecutive games over Virginia Tech, including two in the ACC championship games in 2011 and 2016. ... Clemson is 35-9 after a loss under coach Dabo Swinney. ... The Tigers rank fifth nationally in total offense (485.4 ypg) and ninth in scoring offense (39.4 ppg). ... The Hokies are 1-11 in one-score games under coach Brent Pry. ... Virginia Tech has led with two minutes remaining in regulation in all four of its losses this season.
---
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No. 18 Army (8-0, 6-0 AAC) at North Texas (5-3, 2-2), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (ESPN2)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Army by 5 1/2.
Series record: Army leads 5-2.
What's at stake?
Army is trying to extend the nation's longest active winning streak of 12 games going back to last season. North Texas wants a replay of its last home game against a ranked opponent. Three years ago, the Mean Green handed UTSA its first loss of the season with a resounding 45-23 victory. The Black Knights haven't trailed during their longest winning streak since 1949-50. UNT remains on the cusp of bowl eligibility, which eluded coach Eric Morris in his 5-7 debut a year ago. The Mean Green have lost their past two games, 52-44 at Memphis and 45-37 at home against Tulane. 
Key matchup 
North Texas is third nationally in total offense and will face an Army defense that is No. 5 in the country. The Mean Green average 528 yards per game, and the Black Knights give up just 273. North Texas throws for almost 200 yards per game more than Army allows.

    


Players to watch
Army: QBs Bryson Daily and/or Dewayne Coleman directing the triple option. Daily was leading the nation with 19 touchdowns rushing before missing last week's 20-3 victory over Air Force with an undisclosed injury and illness. Coach Jeff Monken said Daily was "somewhere between questionable and probable." Coleman ran 16 times for 42 yards against the Falcons while RB Kanye Udoh had a career-high 158 yards rushing and both touchdowns.
North Texas: QB Chandler Morris leads FBS in passing yards per game at 359.1 and is tied for second in passing TDs with 29. He has four games of at least 400 yards this season. No other FBS player has more than two.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
The Black Knights have scored on their opening drive in all eight games this season (7 touchdowns before a field goal against Air Force). Army has outscored opponents 162-27 in the first half. ... North Texas' DT Sheffield is third among FBS receivers with 1,056 all-purpose yards and tied for second with 10 receiving TDs. ... Army S Casey Larkin has thrives in his first year as a starter after being projected as the nickel back. He has three interceptions while playing solid run defense. ... North Texas is the only team in the country with six plays of at least 70 yards. ... Army leads the nation in rushing at 340 yards per game. ... This is the fourth time North Texas has played a Top 25 team at home. The Mean Green won two of the previous three.
___
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No. 2 Georgia (7-1, 5-1 SEC, No. 3 CFP ) at No. 16 Mississippi (7-2, 3-2 SEC; No. 16 CFP), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (ABC)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Georgia by 2-1/2.
Series record: Georgia by 33-13-1.
What's at stake?
The Bulldogs head into their final road game riding a four-game winning streak and well-positioned to contend for another Southeastern Conference championship -- and a return to the playoffs after missing the smaller field last season. They could probably survive another loss and make the 12-team playoffs this time. The Rebels are in a must-win situation on both counts. They've already suffered three-point losses to both Kentucky and LSU and get a litmus test of how well they stack up to one of college football's top programs.
Key matchup
Ole Miss has one of the best pass rushes in the country, behind Suntarine Perkins and Princely Umanmielen. A Bulldogs offensive line led by Tate Ratledge has been pretty good at protecting quarterback Carson Beck. Georgia ranks 29th, allowing 1.25 sacks per game despite some injury issues. The Ole Miss defense ranks second nationally, averaging 4.56 sacks per game, and the Rebels' average of 10.1 tackles for loss leads the way. Perkins (nine sacks) and Umanmielen (7.5) both rank among the Top 10 nationally in sacks per game.

    


Players to watch
Georgia: QB Carson Beck is in the spotlight as he tries to end a troubling stretch of three consecutive games with more than one interception, including back-to-back games with three interceptions in wins over Texas and Florida. For the season, Beck has passed for 17 touchdowns with 11 interceptions. 
Ole Miss: QB Jaxson Dart set Ole Miss records for passing yards (515) and total offense (562) against Arkansas. His six touchdown passes tied the school mark. Dart will have to step up again with leading rusher Henry Parrish Jr. out and star wide receiver Tre Harris doubtful with injuries.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
It's the sixth time these teams have met when both were ranked, and the third in a row. ... The Bulldogs will play at Ole Miss for the first time since 2016. Georgia is 10-6 in Oxford. ... This is Georgia's fourth game against a Top 25 team, with all of them away from home. ... Georgia compiled 611 total yards in last year's 52-17 home win over Ole Miss. ... Georgia's senior class is 49-3, with all three losses against Alabama, including a 43-1 regular-season record since 2021. ... The Rebels are 25-3 at home since 2021 and 11-1 since the start of last season.
___
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            North Carolina running back Omarion Hampton (28) starts his run to the end zone in the second half to score his fifth touchdown during an NCAA college football game against Florida State, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in Tallahassee, Fla. (AP Photo/Colin Hackley)
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SOUTH BEND, Ind. (AP) -- Notre Dame coach Marcus Freeman keeps reminding his players of the lessons from Week 2.
Be ready, be prepared and avoid the mirage by taking nothing for granted.
If that inexplicable early-season loss to Northern Illinois did anything for the Fighting Irish, it's steeled them for Saturday night's matchup against reeling Florida State.
The Seminoles five-game losing streak and 1-8 record has taken the luster off what was supposed to be one of this weekend's marquee matchups when the season began. And with No. 10 Notre Dame (7-1, No. 10 CFP ), Freeman knows his team cannot afford another misstep if it hopes to make the expanded 12-team playoff field.
"It's a mental preparation and a physical preparation, and we know what the result is when you don't mentally prepare the right way," Freeman said. "We know it, and that's why we say, 'Keep the pain of NIU,' because that's a result of not having the right mindset."

    


It's been an epic freefall for the Seminoles, who were snubbed from last season's four-team playoff despite posting an unbeaten regular-season mark and who started this season ranked in the Top 10.




But nothing has gone as expected. Coach Mike Norvell's team didn't have just one early season stumble -- it lost its first three games before beating California and hasn't won since. In fact, the Seminoles are 0-4 outside of Tallahassee, and in a season they're trying to salvage something, a win at Notre Dame might be just the trick.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"I am shocked in where we are," Norvell said Monday. "You look at some of the results we've faced, you look at some of the circumstances that have shown up, you go into a season and you have a picture in your mind of what things are going to look like. It really has been shocking some of the things that have kind of evolved throughout this season."
Freeman is equally surprised.

    


And he wants his players to fully understand what they're up against this week -- a team with four straight strong recruiting classes and a team capable of beating anybody. Even a foe in the playoff picture.
"Listen, it's a very talented football team, and it doesn't take long to turn on the film and realize how talented they are," Freeman said. "The record doesn't reflect their talent. They've had to deal with some injuries, especially at quarterback, that has affected the outcome of their games. Our team must, and we will respect the challenge Saturday night presents."
The Irish don't have a choice if they want to make the playoffs.
QB questions
Perhaps nothing has short-circuited Florida State's season like the quarterback carrousel.
D.J. Uiagalelei, the former Clemson and Oregon State starter, was lost after having surgery on his throwing hand after a loss to SMU in Game 5. Brock Glenn replaced Uiagalelei and then Glenn was replaced by Luke Kromenhoek in the second quarter of a loss to Duke.
Glenn took most of the snaps in last week's 35-11 loss, though Kromenhoek got in significant playing time. It's unclear how Norvell will play it Saturday.

    


Matchup problems
In Notre Dame's 51-14 victory over then-No. 24 Navy two weeks ago, the Irish forced six turnovers. That's not good news for Florida State, which ranks 132nd in the FBS with a minus-12 turnover margin and has been outscored 68-3 in points off turnovers.
While that's been a major problem all season for Florida State, it's hardly the only one. The Seminoles rank 133rd in yards rushing per game (76.1), are averaging just 14.4 points and are 101st in yards passing (208.2 per game) -- not a good matchup against a defense that ranks No. 3 in pass efficiency allowed (96.25).
Finishing strong
Though Florida State will post its fifth losing season in seven years and could produce its lowest win total since the COVID-19 pandemic-shortened 2020 season when the Seminoles were 3-6 and its lowest full season victory win total since a 3-8 mark in 1975, Norvell believes a strong finishing kick could help turn the program around.
"For us, every game, every day, we're recruiting," Norvell said. "We're having those conversations with guys that are committed to us. We're having conversations with guys that we're going after. Man, we're putting everything that we have into the growth for this program. Obviously, it's all going into the players we have to finish this season and then it's a focus on where we're going and who we're doing it with moving forward."
___
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            Colorado quarterback Shedeur Sanders, front, eludes Kansas State defensive end Tobi Osunsanmi in the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in Boulder, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            Colorado running back Isaiah Augustave, center, runs for a short gain between Cincinnati linebackers Antwan Peek Jr., left and Jared Bartlett in the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024, in Boulder, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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No. 21 Colorado (6-2, 4-1 Big 12, No. 20 CFP) at Texas Tech (6-3, 4-2), Saturday, 4 p.m. ET (Fox)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Colorado by 3 1/2.
Series record: Tied 5-5.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Colorado moved into a tie for second place in the Big 12 last weekend during its open date. The Buffaloes are tied with No. 17 Iowa State, which was undefeated before its 23-22 home loss to Texas Tech last Saturday. That was the Red Raiders' fifth one-score victory this season and made them 7-2 in November games in coach Joey McGuire's three seasons. The losses were to eventual CFP teams TCU in 2022 and Texas last year. 
KEY MATCHUP
Buffs QB Shedeur Sanders is going against the Big 12's worst passing defense. Sanders is second in the league with 323.9 yards passing per game and 21 TDs that equal the most. He has completed 220 of 300 passes (73.3%) with six interceptions. The Red Raiders are allowing 307.2 yards passing per game, 46 more than than any other team, and a league-high 20 TDs through the air. But only two teams have more than their 11 interceptions. 

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Colorado: Two-way standout Travis Hunter has logged more than 350 snaps on each side of the ball. No other FBS player has more than 50 snaps on both offense and defense. Hunter is second in the Big 12 with eight touchdown catches and third with 757 yards receiving. At cornerback, he is tied for the conference lead with seven pass breakups, and also has two interceptions.
Texas Tech: RB Tahj Brooks is 121 yards short of breaking Bryon Hanspard's career school rushing record of 4,219 yards that has stood since 1996. Brooks is second in the Big 12 and fifth in the FBS with 130.9 yards per game this season, and has eight rushing TDs the past five games. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
The only Texas Tech quarterback with fewer interceptions through the first nine games of a season than Behren Morton's five is Zebbie Lethridge (three in 1997). Morton had thrown for 2,300 yards and 19 TDs. ... Colorado's Isaiah Augustave has a TD run in three consecutive games. ... Alejandra Mata has made seven consecutive field goals for Colorado, and converted all 32 of his extra points.
___
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            Alabama quarterback Jalen Milroe looks to throw against Missouri during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024, in Tuscaloosa, Ala. (AP Photo/Vasha Hunt)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


No. 11 Alabama (6-2, 3-2 SEC, No. 11 CFP) at No. 14 LSU (6-2, 3-1, No. 15 CFP), Saturday, 7:30 p.m. ET (ABC) 
BetMGM College Football Odds: Alabama by 3.
Series History: Alabama leads 59-27-5.
What's at stake?
Both teams are in the thick of the race for one of the 12 College Football Playoff spots with a month to go, but a third loss for either team would be a severe blow to their chances of a top-12 finish in the final CFP standings.
Key matchup
Alabama QB Jalen Milroe vs. LSU's defensive front. Milroe had a huge game against LSU last season, passing for 219 yards while rushing for 155 and four touchdowns, a program record for a quarterback. Meanwhile, LSU struggled during it's previous game to adapt when Texas A&M switched to read-option QB Marcel Reed, who rallied the Aggies to a victory in the second half.
Players to watch
Alabama: Milroe's 25 total touchdowns - 13 passing and 12 rushing - leads the SEC and ranks fifth in FBS.
LSU: DE Bradyn Swinson has a team-leading 8 sacks among 101/2 tackles for loss and two forced fumbles.

    


Facts & figures
Both teams had last week off. ... Alabama coach Kalen DeBoer is 14-3 against Top 25 teams in his career, including wins over Missouri and Georgia this season. ... The Tide's 18 forced turnovers is tied for most in the SEC with South Carolina. ... Alabama is 29-10-2 at Tiger Stadium, but lost in overtime the last time this matchup took place in Baton Rouge in 2022. ... LSU has won 14 straight home games. ... This marks the third straight season both teams are ranked in the top 15 at the time they play and the 19th time since 2002 both are ranked in the AP Top 25 for the contest. 
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Virginia (4-4, 2-3), at No. 23 Pittsburgh (7-1, 3-1), Saturday, 8 p.m. ET (ACC Network)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Pitt by 7 1/2.
Series record: Pitt leads 10-4.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
The Panthers saw their hopes of reaching the ACC championship game take a serious hit while getting drilled at SMU last week. A loss to the Cavaliers would end any threat of making it to Charlotte and also scuttle Pitt's hopes of crashing the College Football Playoff. The Cavaliers have dropped three straight and with a daunting finishing stretch likely need to beat the Panthers to have a shot at becoming bowl-eligible.
KEY MATCHUP
Virginia's linebackers vs. Pitt RB Desmond Reid. The 5-foot-8 Reid is one of the best all-purpose players in the nation. Reid is averaging 156.29 all-purpose yards per game and is just as good lining up at wide receiver (31 receptions, 385 yards) as he is out of the backfield (102 carries, 590 yards). The Panthers tend to go as Reid goes, so keeping him in check will be a must for a Virginia defense giving up over 400 yards per game.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Virginia: WR Malachi Fields. The 6-foot-4 senior is third in the ACC in yards receiving (654) to go with four touchdowns. Fields figures to see plenty of one-on-one matchups against the Panthers who love to blitz while their cornerbacks play press man coverage. If the Cavaliers can protect QB Anthony Colandrea, Fields could have the potential to make plenty of big plays.
Pittsburgh: LB Kyle Louis. The sophomore leads the team in sacks (four) and tackles for loss (10) and has a knack for making something happen. Pitt will be looking for a physical response after getting pushed around last week at SMU. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
The Panthers have won seven of the nine meetings between the schools since Pitt joined the ACC in 2013. ... The Cavaliers have led at some point in each contest during their current three-game skid. ... Virginia is 3-0 coming off a bye under head coach Tony Elliott. ... The Cavaliers are the second-fewest penalized team in the ACC. ... Virginia safety Jonas Sanker leads the ACC in tackles (5.4 per game). ... Pitt is averaging 29.3 points in four ACC games after averaging 48.5 in 4 nonconference wins. ... Panther QB Eli Holstein's 17 touchdown passes are tied with Alex Van Pelt for the most by a freshman in program history. ... Pitt is second nationally in pick-6s and defensive touchdowns (four). ... The Panthers ranked 11th in the FBS in sacks per game (3.00) and have seen an uptick in sacks against ACC opponents, racking up 13 in four games (3.25 per game). 
___
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            Notre Dame linebacker Kyngstonn Viliamu-Asa (27) is called for roughing the passer on Navy quarterback Blake Horvath (11) during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024, in East Rutherford, N.J. Notre Dame won 51-14. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 7 | 
            North Carolina running back Omarion Hampton (28) pushes through Florida State defensive back K.J. Kirkland (24) and linebacker Cam Riley (18) in the second half to score his fourth touchdown of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in Tallahassee, Fla. (AP Photo/Colin Hackley)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 7 | 
            Florida State quarterback Luke Kromenhoek (14) evades North Carolina defensive back Antavious Lane (1) during the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in Tallahassee, Fla. (AP Photo/Colin Hackley)
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            North Carolina running back Omarion Hampton (28) starts his run to the end zone in the second half to score his fifth touchdown during an NCAA college football game against Florida State, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in Tallahassee, Fla. (AP Photo/Colin Hackley)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Florida State (1-8) at No. 10 Notre Dame (7-1; No. 10 CFP ), Saturday, 7:30 p.m ET (NBC)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Notre Dame by 26 1/2.
Series record: Florida State leads 6-5.
What's at stake
The 10th-ranked Fighting Irish also find themselves No. 10 in the first CFP rankings, giving them a potential lane to the expanded 12-team playoff field. Yes, Notre Dame has rebounded from that early loss to Northern Illinois. But another stumble, especially against the reeling Seminoles, could end those aspirations. Florida State just wants to salvage something positive from this disastrous season and a win at Notre Dame would do the trick.
Key matchup
Notre Dame DB Xavier Watts vs. Florida State WR Ja'Khi Douglas. Watts led the nation with seven interceptions last season and has helped the Irish jump to No. 3 in pass efficiency defense (96.25). Douglas has been a rare bright spot for the Seminoles -- 25 catches, 404 yards receiving and three TDs including a 28-yarder on fourth down last week against North Carolina. He's led Florida State in yards receiving in four games this season.




Players to watch
Florida State: WR Malik Benson. Though little has gone right for this offense, Douglass and Benson, a transfer from Alabama, have demonstrated they have play-making ability. Benson has 23 catches this year including five for 99 yards in Week 3 against Memphis and a 50-yarder last week against the Tar Heels.
Notre Dame: CB Leonard Moore. The freshman has had an impressive first season since breaking into the starting lineup. He recorded seven tackles in each of his first two starts, then snatched his first career interception, one of six takeaways, in Notre Dame's 51-14 rout over then-No. 24 Navy. It will be interesting to see what he does for an encore following a bye week.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
Notre Dame QB Riley Leonard is rushing for 67.4 yards per game and ranks fifth among FBS quarterbacks with 11 TD runs. ... Florida State has lost five straight since beating Cal and is 0-4 outside Tallahassee, Florida. ... RB Jeremiyah Love has run for at least one TD in all eight games this season. The Irish have rushed for a score in a school record 11 straight games. ... The Seminoles share the national lead with five blocked kicks this season (four field goals, one punt). ... Notre Dame has won the last three games in this serries including a 41-38 overtime victory at Tallahassee in 2021. ... While the Seminoles lead the nation with 18 fourth-down conversions, they rank 101st in yards passing per game (208.2 yards) and 133rd in yards rushing per game (76.1 yards). Their turnover margin of minus-12 also ranks 132nd.
___
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Duke (6-3, 2-3 Atlantic Coast Conference) at N.C. State (5-4, 2-3), Saturday at 3:30 p.m. EST (ACC Network)
BetMGM College Football Odds: N.C. State by 3.
Series record: Duke leads 42-37-5.
What's at stake?
Duke has lost two straight games, first in overtime to No. 13 SMU and then at No. 4 Miami. N.C. State has won two straight by winning at California and at home against Stanford. The Wolfpack can become bowl eligible while the Blue Devils are jockeying for bowl position in the standings.
Key matchup
Duke's defensive front against N.C. State's offense. The Blue Devils are No. 2 nationally in tackles for loss (8.6 per game) and 15th in sacks (2.89) to get teams in long-yardage situations. N.C. State's offense has shown growth under freshman quarterback CJ Bailey, who is completing 69.5% of his passes.
Players to watch
Duke: QB Maalik Murphy. The Texas transfer has thrown for 20 touchdowns this year but he is completing just 58.9% of his passes.
N.C. State: WR KC Concepcion. He had a TD catch against Stanford, only his second since a three-TD game against Western Carolina to open the season.

    


Facts & figures
The Wolfpack's 59 points against Stanford for the program's best output in any ACC game. ... N.C. State defensive end Davin Vann leads the nation with five forced fumbles. ... Duke won last year's meeting 24-3. ... The teams formerly met almost every year from 1924-2003 before the ACC expanded to 12 teams, but the teams met just four times -- 2005, 2009, 2013 and 2020 -- in the years since while in opposite divisions that were eliminated last year. ... Duke coach Manny Diaz worked as a Wolfpack assistant for six years (2000-05) under Chuck Amato. ... Duke has won five of seven against instate foes, the losses being against North Carolina in 2022 and 2023.
___
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Mississippi State (2-7, 0-5 Southeastern Conference) at No. 7 Tennessee (7-1, 4-1, No. 7 CFP ), Saturday, 7 p.m. EST (ESPN).
BetMGM College Football Odds: Tennessee by 23 1/2.
Series record: Tennessee leads 28-16-1.
What's at stake?
The seventh-ranked Tennessee Volunteers need to solve their first-half offensive woes. They were shut out by Arkansas, Florida and Alabama. Then they scored just three points against Kentucky before halftime. The Mississippi State Bulldogs have just snapped a seven-game skid. Now they want to start a winning streak by taking that winning feeling to the next level with their first this season inside the SEC. They've played Georgia and Texas A&M tough only to lose by 10 to each.
Key matchup
Mississippi State can score, averaging 29.1 points a game. The Bulldogs haven't been able to clamp down on defense, giving up 34.6 points a game. How well Mississippi State plays on defense will be key against a Tennessee offense looking to score early and often. Alabama's Jalen Milroe is the only quarterback to start and finish a game against Tennessee's defense this season with QB Michael Van Buren next to try. 




Players to watch
Mississippi State: RBs Davon Booth and Johnnie Daniels: Booth and Daniels provide the bulk of the work for a running game that averages 143.3 yards. They will have to be effective to give Van Buren a chance to open up a pass game averaging 255.2 yards a game.
Tennessee: QB Nico Iamaleava: The redshirt freshman took a major step forward in his improvement against Kentucky. He was calm and confident while completing 28 of 38 passes for 292 yards and a TD even with at least two would-be TDs dropped by his receivers. Iamaleava had shown brief lapses of panic in the pocket when he didn't appear comfortable. He has to continue that growth with a trip to No. 2 Georgia up next.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
Dating to last year's Citrus Bowl win over Iowa, Tennessee has held nine straight opponents under 20 points. ... The Vols rank in the Top 10 nationally in 12 categories. ... The Vols also have allowed the second-fewest offensive TDs this season, tied with Ohio State at 10. ... Tennessee RB Dylan Sampson has a school-record 19 rushing TDs this season. That leads the SEC and is second nationally in the Football Bowl Subdivision. ... Mississippi State has scored eight TDs of 30-plus yards this season. Tennessee has allowed five plays of 30 yards or longer this season. 
___
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                    Red Bull driver Max Verstappen of the Netherlands, celebrates finishing first in the Brazilian Formula One Grand Prix at the Interlagos race track, in Sao Paulo, Brazil, Sunday, Nov. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ettore Chiereguini)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Formula 1 drivers have criticized the president of the sport's governing body, the FIA, and asked to be treated like adults in an escalating row over swearing in news conferences. 
After top drivers like champion Max Verstappen and Charles Leclerc were punished for swearing in an apparent FIA crackdown, the Grand Prix Drivers' Association said FIA President Mohamed Ben Sulayem needed to "consider his own tone and language."
"With regards to swearing, there is a difference between swearing intended to insult others and more casual swearing, such as you might use to describe bad weather, or indeed an inanimate object such as a Formula 1 car, or a driving situation," the GPDA said in a statement on Instagram.
"We urge the FIA President to also consider his own tone and language when talking to our member drivers, or indeed about them, whether in a public forum or otherwise. Further, our members are adults, they do not need to be given instructions via the media about matters as trivial as the wearing of jewelry and underpants."

    


Verstappen was ordered to perform an act of "public interest" at the Singapore Grand Prix in September after using an expletive to describe his Red Bull car in a news conference. That was shortly after Ben Sulayem had said there was too much swearing in F1. Verstappen protested the ruling by giving brief, vague answers in his next FIA news conference.




Ferrari driver Leclerc was fined by the stewards at the Brazilian Grand Prix last week for a similar comment at the previous race in Mexico. The GPDA said it wanted more clarity from the FIA and Ben Sulayem about where money raised from fining drivers is spent. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Ben Sulayem's stance on swearing has drawn criticism before. Seven-time champion Lewis Hamilton said in September there was a "racial element" to the way Ben Sulayem had sought to contrast F1 with rap music in an interview with motorsport.com explaining why the FIA would push back against swearing.


    


The FIA has previously tried to enforce a ban on jewelry, which prompted Hamilton to turn up to a race wearing multiple necklaces, watches and rings in protest, and has reminded drivers to wear approved fireproof underclothes.
The next race is the Las Vegas Grand Prix on Nov. 23.
___
AP auto racing: https://apnews.com/hub/auto-racing
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Washington (5-4, 3-3 Big Ten) at No. 6 Penn State (7-1, 4-1; No. 6 CFP), 8 p.m. ET (Peacock)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Penn State by 13 1/2
Series record: Penn State 3-0.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Penn State's margin for error got smaller after its eighth-straight loss in humbling fashion to No. 3 Ohio State last week. The Nittany Lions want to host a home playoff game and must avoid a second loss and potentially falling out of the Top 12 to do so. The Huskies are coming off arguably their best win of the season after holding off a furious Southern Cal charge last week. They're looking to win back-to-back Big Ten games for the first time under first-year head coach Jedd Fisch.
KEY MATCHUP
Washington's secondary vs. Penn State's wide receivers. The Nittany Lions top four wideouts have combined for just 12 catches over the last two games. Meanwhile, the Huskies' pass defense is the best in the Big Ten and second in the country. They're allowing just 142 yards per game through the air and have eight interceptions. Three came last week against USC.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Washington: RB Jonah Coleman ran for 104 yards and two scores last week and appears to be as healthy as he has been all season. Penn State's defense was outworked by a patchwork Ohio State offensive line last week while Quinshon Judkins and TreVeyon Henderson combined to average 6.2 yards per carry.
Penn State: QB Drew Allar. The junior has had a strong season but ran into trouble last week. Allar was just 12 for 20 for 146 yards against Ohio State and threw an interception in the end zone. He'll need to be accurate in this one as the Washington secondary excels in tight coverage.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
The Nittany Lions hosted a program record 111,030 fans at Beaver Stadium last week. ... Penn State and Washington haven't met in the regular season since 1921. ... Tyler Warren needs seven receptions to break Mike Gesicki's single-season record 57 catches for a Penn State tight end. ... Among active FBS players, Washington QB Will Rogers ranks first in career attempts (2,153), first in completions (1,498), second in passing yards (14,599), second in touchdowns (107) and third in completion percentage (69.6%). ... Coleman is fourth among FBS backs with 32 rushes of 10 yards or more. ... WR Denzel Boston leads the Big Ten with nine touchdown catches.
---
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            Army place kicker Trey Gronotte (96) celebrates their 20-3 win over Air Force following an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in West Point, N.Y. (AP Photo/Rich Schultz)
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            Air Force head coach Troy Calhoun, left, and Army head coach Jeff Monken, shake hands after Army's 20-3 in an NCAA college football game on Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in West Point, N.Y. (AP Photo/Rich Schultz)
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            Army running back Kanye Udoh (6) runs for a touchdown against the Air Force during the second half an NCAA college football game on Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in West Point, N.Y. (AP Photo/Rich Schultz)
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            Army Black Knights linebacker Elo Modozie (18) celebrates his sack of Air Force Falcons quarterback Quentin Hayes with teammate Chance Keith (2) during the first half of an NCAA college football game on Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in West Point, N.Y. (AP Photo/Rich Schultz)
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            Army place kicker Trey Gronotte (96) celebrates their 20-3 win over Air Force following an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in West Point, N.Y. (AP Photo/Rich Schultz)
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DENTON, Texas (AP) -- Army's pursuit of its first perfect season in 75 years doesn't seem to be causing much of a ripple among the Black Knights.
At least that's the view of coach Jeff Monken with his No. 18 team on a 12-game winning streak going back to last season, the longest in the nation right now and Army's best since 1949-50.
"I don't really know how to put into words the temperament of this team," said Monken, who has led Army to its highest ranking since 1962. "They seem to be unfazed by the victories, as crazy as that sounds. Sometimes, teams get in this position and you say, 'Oh, my gosh. Oh, my gosh.' There's almost a pressure that you have to win the next one. I don't think our guys feel that."
The next one is Saturday at North Texas, where the Black Knights (8-0, 6-0 American Athletic) will match their No. 5 defense nationally against the third-best offense in the country.

    


That's enough for Monken to feel a little angst, even if he's not aware the Mean Green (5-3, 2-2) had a decisive victory over an undefeated team the last time they hosted a ranked opponent. UTSA was 11-0 when it lost 45-23 in Denton three years ago.




"I've just been watching their offense for the last two hours, and I want to throw up in my garbage can," Monken said. "They are so explosive and talented."
The Black Knights, who haven't trailed at any point during their winning streak, have long been methodical with their triple-option offense. Monken says he's not sure who will be in charge of it.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Bryson Daily missed last week's 20-3 victory over Air Force with an undisclosed injury and illness. He was leading the nation with 19 touchdowns rushing at the time. 
Dewayne Coleman took over at quarterback, but the offensive star against the Falcons was running back Kanye Udoh, who had a career-high 158 yards rushing and scored both touchdowns.
"His health is improving," Monken said of Daily. "We anticipate that before the end of the week, he's going to be able to practice and that will allow us to determine his status for the game on Saturday. I'm optimistic because there is a chance."

    


Defensive struggles
As good as the North Texas offense has been, a struggling defense is the biggest reason behind consecutive losses with a chance to gain bowl eligibility in coach Eric Morris' second season.
The Mean Green lost 52-44 at Memphis and 45-37 at home against Tulane before getting two weeks to prepare for Army's unique offense. UNT is 121st in total defense, allowing 449 yards per game.
"We're going to have to prepare for both," Morris said of Daily and Coleman. "That doesn't make it any easier by any stretch of the imagination. Teams have had trouble figuring them out all year."
Prolific passing
Chandler Morris of North Texas leads the FBS in passing yards per game at 359.1 and is tied for second with 29 TDs passing. 
The former Dallas high school standout who started his career at Oklahoma and transferred to TCU, about 40 miles south of UNT's Denton campus, has four games of at least 400 yards this season.
Morris' top target is DT Sheffield, who is tied for second nationally with 10 touchdowns receiving. 
"He's the most explosive player that we have faced this year," Monken said. "He's electrifying, dangerous and gets everyone's attention."

    


Nearly perfect
The Black Knights have committed just one turnover, and are on a six-game streak without one. The giveaway was a fumble, which means Army is the only team in the country that hasn't thrown an interception. The run-based attack is averaging 8.1 passes per game.
While the Black Knights haven't recovered a fumble, they have 12 interceptions for a plus-11 turnover margin. Morris has eight interceptions, but six came early in the season in consecutive games.
Highs and lows
The Mean Green average 528 yards of offense per game, while the Black Knights allow just 273. UNT is sixth nationally in scoring offense at 40.8 points per game. Army is No. 1 in scoring defense, allowing 11.3 per game.
___
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South Carolina (5-3, 3-3 Southeastern Conference) at No. 24 Vanderbilt (6-3, 3-2), Saturday, 4:15 p.m. EST (SEC Network)
BetMGM College Football Odds: South Carolina by 3 1/2. 
Series record: South Carolina leads 29-4.
What's at stake?
Vanderbilt is back in the Top 25 after a big road win at Auburn made the Commodores eligible for their first bowl game since the 2018 season. The Commodores have their eyes set on much more as they sit tied in the middle of the Southeastern Conference. The South Carolina Gamecocks can become bowl eligible themselves with a win. They come in having won two straight with the latest a big upset of then-No. 10 Texas A&M. 
Key matchup
South Carolina's defense against a Vanderbilt offense that leads the SEC in playing keepaway averaging a time of possession of 32 minutes, 25 seconds per game. The Commodores also have scored first in seven of nine games this season, winning five of those. That includes consecutive games against Alabama and Kentucky where they never trailed. 




Players to watch
South Carolina: QB LaNorris Sellers. He not only threw for a career-high 244 yards with two touchdowns in the rout of Texas A&M. He also ran 15 times for a career-best 106 yards and another TD for a combined 350 total yards offense. 
Vanderbilt: QB Diego Pavia. Not only does he lead the Commodores' offense, his confidence sets the tone for the entire team. Pavia ranks fourth in the SEC with 15 TD passes and has helped score 118 points, which also is fourth-most in the league and 36th nationally. He is third in the SEC with a 151.9 passing efficiency. Pavia also ranks eighth in the SEC and leads all quarterbacks in the league with 563 yards rushing. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
Not only has South Carolina won 15 straight in this series, the Gamecocks have won 22 of the last 24. South Carolina has an 87.9% winning rate that is its best winning percentage among Division I FBS opponents. ... Vanderbilt has scored more than 17 points just eight times in the previous 33 games in this series. ... The Gamecocks are looking for their third SEC road win this season after winning at Kentucky and Oklahoma. They have not won three SEC road games in a season since 2011. ... South Carolina is 1-3 against ranked teams this season and 4-12 against Top 25 teams since the start of the 2021 season. ... Vanderbilt's three losses this season are by a combined 10 points with two against teams ranked in the Top 7 at the time. 
___
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 4 | 
            Clemson quarterback Cade Klubnik (2) passes the ball in the first half of an NCAA college football game against Louisville, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in Clemson, S.C. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman)
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            Clemson linebacker Barrett Carter, right, blocks a catch by Wake Forest tight end Michael Frogge, left, during the first half of an NCAA football game in Greensboro, N.C., Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024. Carter was called for pass interference on the play. (AP Photo/Chuck Burton)
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CLEMSON, S.C. (AP) -- Clemson thought it was done with the bad feelings this season. Then the Tigers were dominated at home by Louisville last week and same old questions about their talent, depth and ability to compete against the best came back.
"We felt we were a better team," Clemson receiver Bryant Wesco Jr. said. 
The 19th-ranked Tigers (6-2, 5-1 Atlantic Coast Conference; No. 23 CFP) lost their grip on a spot in the ACC title game and the College Football Playoff with the 33-21 loss last weekend that pushed the Cardinals into the rankings at No. 25.
"There were a lot of things we made mistakes on," said Wesco, a freshman who leads the team with 17.5 yards per catch and has the longest touchdown catch, 76 yards against Appalachian State, this season. "We know that we are a lot better than what we showed out. We know we can't control whether we make it to the playoffs, but we just have to go out and finish like we did last year." 

    


The Tigers won their final five games in 2023 after falling from contention with a 4-4 start. Winning out this season, which starts with a game Saturday at Virginia Tech, might not be enough to reach the league championship with No. 4 Miami and No. 13 SMU still undefeated in ACC play. 




The glaring defeat a week ago -- Clemson trailed 26-7 before tightening things up with two fourth-quarter touchdowns -- opened many of the wounds from after the team's first game. That's when they lost to then-No. 1 Georgia amid questions about coach Dabo Swinney's handling of a program that had not reached the playoffs since 2020 after getting there six straight seasons. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Swinney, a noted non-user of the transfer portal, was asked this week about if he regretted not adding a defensive lineman from the portal with injuries to tackle DeMonte Capehart and Tre Williams, and end Peter Woods. 
"We love our roster," said Swinney, to almost no one's surprise. "Sometimes you have injuries and things like that, so we do not have any regrets on how we put our roster together this past year." 

    


Williams and Woods, both starters, are progressing and could be on track to face the Hokies. Capehart is expected to take longer in recovering from an ankle injury.
When questions about Clemson's loss to Louisville persisted, Swinney cut them off. "That game is over. Guys, let's move on," he said. 
Moving forward doesn't come easily, Clemson quarterback Cade Klubnik said. He threw for 228 yards, his second fewest of the season after 142 in the opening loss to Georgia. 
Klubnik immersed himself in film work at the facility this past Sunday. When he left, felt like he had flushed the poor showing. 
"It easy to think about the outcome a lot," the junior quarterback said. "We're not in full control of our destiny anymore and that's a tough thing to accept. But we are in control of going to play the best game that we can this week." 
Clemson's breakdowns on defense were particularly surprising to watch at home where the team allowed 30 or more points for a second straight game, although unlike the 48-31 win over Virginia on Oct. 19, the Tigers had no sizeable lead to cushion the defensive failures. 

    


"I just know being a leader on this team, I can't dwell on something like that," linebacker Barrett Carter said. "Us as a team, we can't dwell on anything like that either." 
Swinney has watched teams let one bad defeat linger for a week or two and lead to more disappointment. It's essential, he said, for the team to learn from what happened while not forgetting Clemson's strong play during a six-game win streak this season. 
"There's always a lesson," Swinney said. "These are 18-to-22 year old young people that work their butts off and they're having to deal with disappointment and failure." 
The mission and mindset this week is clear to quarterback Klubnik. 
"Let's go play our best game on Saturday," he said. 
---
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NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -- Being bowl eligible to start off November isn't enough for No. 24 Vanderbilt. No, coach Clark Lea wants much more for his 24th-ranked Commodores. 
They can take yet another step toward even bigger goals Saturday by ending a a 15-game skid to South Carolina (5-3, 3-3 SEC) in a season where the Commodores (6-3, 3-2) already have ended even bigger droughts. Lea and his Commodores are eager to see just what they can accomplish now that they're closer to the top of the SEC than the cellar where this program has usually been come November. 
"I believe that this team knows that in our conference we can't have a misplaced focus and expect to get the outcome we want," Lea said. "And these guys are hungry to take this as far as we can take it."
The loss that hurts worse came late at Georgia State. Still, the Commodores' three losses have been by a combined 10 points, two of them to teams ranked Nos. 5 and 7. It's why Vanderbilt is enjoying its best start since 1982 when the Commodores won six of their first nine games. They haven't won four SEC games since 2013 in James Franklin's last season as coach. 

    


The game against the Gamecocks is just their second this season as a ranked team, which hadn't happened here since 2008. 




It won't be easy against the Gamecocks, who are coming off a 44-20 rout of then-No. 10 Texas A&M. Another win makes South Carolina bowl eligible, and coach Shane Beamer is leaning heavily on the blueprint from two years ago when the Gamecocks finished a 63-38 victory over No. 5 Tennessee by winning 31-30 at No. 8 Clemson a week later. 
"Tennessee was a flash in the pan," Beamer said. "There's no way you could do it the next week against Clemson. So leaning into what we did two years ago." 

    


Not the same old Vandy
Not too long ago when Steve Spurrier coached South Carolina, he fielded several questions about how well his team played in a victory over Vanderbilt. After two or three, Spurrier simply said, "It's just Vandy." 
Not these days. Beamer said it was "a wake-up call" when Vanderbilt defeated Beamer's alma mater, Virginia Tech, to start the season. Beamer's been impressed with the Commodores ever since. Diego Pavia has been a big key for Vanderbilt, getting Beamer's attention last season when Pavia led New Mexico State to a win at Auburn. 
"And I never thought that that guy would wind up in the SEC," Beamer said. 
Dores ending streaks
Vanderbilt snapped a 23-game skid with its upset of Alabama that also ended a 60-game drought in games against AP top five teams. They just beat Auburn for the first time since 2012 and that 17-7 victory that was Vanderbilt's first at Auburn. They hadn't beaten both Alabama and Auburn in the same season since 1955.
"The past does not matter with Vanderbilt," South Carolina offensive lineman Cason Henry said. "They're a great team this year, they've got a great quarterback, a great defensive line and we have to bring the same kill-hunt mentality that we did to (Texas) A&M."
Defensive Gamecocks
Lea, who took over as defensive coordinator for Vanderbilt this season, knows his Commodores face a stiff challenge from South Carolina. The Gamecocks rank 16th nationally giving up 304.8 yards per game and are 20th holding opponents to 18.9 points. They're third in sacks per game. 
"If we're off schedule early, it's going to become a defensive grinder," Lea said.

    


___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/top-25-south-carolina-gamecocks-vanderbilt-commodores-d880b9979f1259e1290a2a14ca1f181b



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    No. 6 Penn State looks to rebound, avoid another setback against Washington | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



No. 6 Penn State looks to rebound, avoid another setback against Washington

    No. 6 Penn State looks to rebound, avoid another setback against Washington

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            Penn State kicker Ryan Barker (94) celebrates with teammates after kicking a field goal during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Ohio State, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 4 | 
            Penn State head coach James Franklin reacts during the fourth quarter of an NCAA college football game against Ohio State, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            Penn State quarterback Drew Allar (15) throws a pass while being pressured by Ohio State defensive end JT Tuimoloau (44) during the fourth quarter of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 4 | 
            Penn State head coach James Franklin talks with an official during the fourth quarter of an NCAA college football game against Ohio State, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        No. 6 Penn State looks to rebound, avoid another setback against Washington

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            Penn State kicker Ryan Barker (94) celebrates with teammates after kicking a field goal during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Ohio State, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 4

                                    
                                    Penn State kicker Ryan Barker (94) celebrates with teammates after kicking a field goal during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Ohio State, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 4 | 
            Penn State head coach James Franklin reacts during the fourth quarter of an NCAA college football game against Ohio State, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 4

                                    
                                    Penn State head coach James Franklin reacts during the fourth quarter of an NCAA college football game against Ohio State, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            Penn State quarterback Drew Allar (15) throws a pass while being pressured by Ohio State defensive end JT Tuimoloau (44) during the fourth quarter of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 4

                                    
                                    Penn State quarterback Drew Allar (15) throws a pass while being pressured by Ohio State defensive end JT Tuimoloau (44) during the fourth quarter of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 4 | 
            Penn State head coach James Franklin talks with an official during the fourth quarter of an NCAA college football game against Ohio State, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 4

                                    
                                    Penn State head coach James Franklin talks with an official during the fourth quarter of an NCAA college football game against Ohio State, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            TRAVIS JOHNSON

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


STATE COLLEGE, Pa. (AP) -- Penn State players know their goal is still within reach.
The No. 6 Nittany Lions (7-1, 4-1 Big Ten, No. 6 CFP) also realize a College Football Playoff berth could slip away if they let last week's humbling loss to No. 3 Ohio State snowball.
They're determined to rebound against Washington (5-4, 3-3 Big Ten) in front of a White Out crowd on Saturday.
"We control our own destiny," quarterback Drew Allar said. "We have a really good team coming into town that's playing a lot of good ball right now. So it's going to be a challenge this week for us offensively and we got to step up to the challenge."
The Huskies aren't the Buckeyes, but they still pose a threat.
Washington will bring the nation's second-ranked pass defense and a little swagger to Beaver Stadium, fresh off a late goal-line stand that helped upend Southern California last week.

    


While Washington stymied the Trojans from the 1 late in the fourth quarter to help snap a two-game losing skid, Penn State was on the other side of a similar situation.
The Nittany Lions ran four plays inside the Ohio State 3 with just over five minutes to play a week ago. Three runs up the middle went nowhere and a fourth-down pass fell incomplete. Ohio State took possession and ran out the clock.
"We got to do some things better scheme-wise, but also we've got (to) do little bit better job fundamental and technique-wise to make sure we get the movement we need," Penn State coach James Franklin said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Receivers wanted
Allar knows this will be a tough matchup for his wide receivers, but he's determined to get them going this week.
Since tight end Tyler Warren's 17-catch game against USC on Oct. 12, Penn State's top three wideouts have combined for only 12 catches in games against Wisconsin and Ohio State.
Liam Clifford and Omari Evans were held without a catch by the Buckeyes and will now line up against a secondary allowing a Big Ten best 142 passing yards per game. Additionally, the Huskies have picked off eight passes this season, including three last week.
"If not the best, they're one of the best," Allar said. "They just stick to guys in coverage. So we're going to have to make contested catches throughout the whole four quarters this weekend."

    


Two-headed monster
The Nittany Lions need more from their running game.
Nick Singleton and Kaytron Allen combined for four 100-yard rushing performances to start the year. They've failed to eclipse that threshold since.
Ohio State's physical defense held Singleton to a career-worst 15 yards on six carries while Allen managed only 27 yards on 12 carries.
"We got to get our traditional running game going," Franklin said. "I think that's going to be a combination of both still doing some of the heavy stuff, but I think we can expand on some of the spread stuff as well to get some guys out of the box to create more space."

    


Rowdy crowd
Washington coach Jedd Fisch has experienced a Beaver Stadium White Out -- where nearly all of the 107,000-plus fans wear white and virtually glow under the lights.
Sure, it's a sight, but the noise that comes with it poses the biggest challenge.
Fisch said he spent time earlier this week showing his players clips from Michigan's 2015 win in Beaver Stadium when Fisch was part of Jim Harbaugh's staff.
"I know they'll be loud," Fisch said. "We've just got to go play ball and try to see if we can play the best game we've played all year."
Managing the load
Fisch has had to monitor running back Jonah Coleman's workload since the junior was unable to finish a game against Rutgers on Sept. 27.
Following the team's bye three weeks ago, Coleman has looked better and better. He topped out with a career-high 23 carries against the Trojans. He leads the Huskies with 889 yards on 141 carries and seven touchdowns.
"We needed that bye week for Jonah to get back to as healthy as he could be," Fisch said. "Our goal is about 20 carries. He had 58 (total) plays in the (USC) game, so not just the carries, but in the pass game. That's a pretty substantial amount of reps for a running back."
___
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Florida (4-4. 2-3 Southeastern Conference) at No. 5 Texas (7-1. 3-1, No. 5 CFP), Saturday, 12 p.m. EST (ABC)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Texas by 21 1/2.
Series record: Texas leads 2-0.
What's at stake?
Texas was idle last week and action around the SEC elevated the Longhorns back into tie for first place in the league. And with the first College Football Playoff rankings out this week, Texas is essentially playing for postseason position every week. The Gators are coming off a draining loss to rival Georgia that left its quarterback situation in question if DJ Lagway, a Texas native, can't return from a hamstring injury.
Key matchup
Texas' once dominant offensive line has been getting the quarterbacks hit a lot lately. Gators edge rushers Tyreak Sapp and George Gumbs Jr. have combined for 6 1/2 sacks and 10 tackles for loss. They will challenge Texas offensive tackles Kelvin Banks Jr. and Cam Williams. 




Players to watch
Florida: Coach Billy Napier early this week would not rule out a Lagway return against Texas, but it would seem unlikely. If he does not, the Gators give the ball to Yale transfer Aidan Warner against a fast, aggressive Texas defense. He led two scoring drives against Georgia but was just 7-of-22 passing for 66 yards. 
Texas: WR DeAndre Moore Jr. was Quinn Ewers' big passing target when Isaiah Bond didn't play against Vanderbilt with an ankle injury. Moore had six catches for 97 yards and scored twice. Even if Bond returns, Moore has grown into a go-to target for Ewers in an already deep and talented receiving corps.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
Texas' first year in the SEC means the first matchup with the Gators since 1940 ... Texas has allowed 11 sacks and had 18 penalties in the previous two games ... All four of Florida's losses have come against opponents that have been ranked in the Top 10 at some point this season ... Texas has outscored opponents 70-17 in the first quarter this season, but has been outscored in the first quarter 17-14 in the last three games ... Longhorns DL Vernon Broughton will miss the first half due to a targeting penalty two weeks ago against Vanderbilt.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/florida-texas-preview-capsule-ewers-5a87a92e92361490258bfc3a317eb8a1



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Allan, Lamb and Gomez Kodela making comebacks in Italy-Argentina match in Udine | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Allan, Lamb and Gomez Kodela making comebacks in Italy-Argentina match in Udine

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Italy's Tommaso Allan kicks a conversion during the Rugby World Cup Pool A match between France and Italy at the OL Stadium in Lyon, France, Friday, Oct. 6, 2023. (AP Photo/Pavel Golovkin, File)


                

            
        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        ROME (AP) -- Tommaso Allan's comeback was confirmed when he was picked by Italy to play against Argentina in their autumn rugby opener this weekend in Udine.
Allan stepped away from test rugby after the first game of the Six Nations in February, the 27-24 loss to England in Rome. Italy's record scorer in Rugby World Cups was tired and granted a break to focus on his club and family.
In the 80-cap fullback's absence, Italy enjoyed its best Six Nations, beating Scotland and Wales and drawing with France.
"I followed them on TV," Allan said. "On the one hand it was difficult to watch them from a distance, on the other I rejoiced for the results they achieved. For me and my family this choice has done a lot of good. I also think my way of playing rugby has benefited. I focused on helping (Perpignan) stay in the Top 14."
Refreshed, he called coach Gonzalo Quesada in September to make himself available.

    


"For me (returning to Italy) it's like the first day of school," Allan said.
Italy has made four changes for Saturday's test from its last outing, a 42-14 win over Japan in Sapporo in July.
Wing Monty Ioane was back, on a three-test try-scoring run. Flanker Sebastian Negri and lock Federico Ruzza replaced the unavailable Ross Vintcent and Andrea Zambonin, and hooker Gianmarco Lucchesi has rotated in.




Beside Allan, the reserves also feature the return of Harlequins lock Dino Lamb, who last appeared at the World Cup a year ago.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Italy has not beaten Argentina since 2008, and not at home since 1998.
Argentina made six changes after losing the Rugby Championship decider to South Africa 48-7 in September.
Veteran forwards Francisco Gomez Kodela and Matias Alemanno were also recalled as reserves. The 39-year-old tighthead prop Gomez Kodela hasn't played for the Pumas since the World Cup a year ago. The lock Alemanno missed the Rugby Championship.

    


The Pumas have brought in Miami midfielder Matias Orlando, Clermont wing Bautista Delguy, and clubless scrumhalf Gonzalo Bertranou, and promoted lock Franco Molina, center Lucio Cinti and fullback Juan Cruz Mallia off the bench from the loss in Mbombela.
They are touring without the injured Marcos Kremer (knee), Tomas Lavanini (ankle), Santiago Carreras (calf) and Santiago Chocobares. Also, former captain Pablo Matera was suspended from the match but has not travelled with the group.
Molina replacing Lavanini was the only change to the pack.
Mallia at fullback is expected to also cover flyhalf Tomas Albornoz.
Gomez Kodela played all seven matches at the World Cup in France and has powered on this season for Stade Francais.
"He never told us he was going to step aside," coach Felipe Contepomi said on Thursday. "Any Argentine with a valid passport and in active service is eligible.
"In June we talked about looking at the short, medium and long term. Having Frankie may be a short term, but we think it's the best thing for the team and to develop the game we want."
The Pumas will also play Ireland and France but chose not to pick any of their four uncapped players, though one-cap Vannes flanker Bautista Pedemonte was on the bench.
Argentina last played Italy in 2021, winning 37-16 in Treviso.

    


___
Lineups:
Italy: Ange Capuozzo, Louis Lynagh, Juan Ignacio Brex, Tommaso Menoncello, Monty Ioane, Paolo Garbisi, Martin Page-Relo; Lorenzo Cannone, Michele Lamaro (captain), Sebastian Negri, Federico Ruzza, Niccolo Cannone, Marco Riccioni, Gianmarco Lucchesi, Mirco Spagnolo. Reserves: Giacomo Nicotera, Danilo Fischetti, Simone Ferrari, Dino Lamb, Manuel Zuliani, Alessandro Garbisi, Tommaso Allan, Marco Zanon.

Argentina: Juan Cruz Mallia, Rodrigo Isgro, Lucio Cinti, Matias Orlando, Bautista Delguy, Tomas Albornoz, Gonzalo Bertranou; Joaquin Oviedo, Santiago Grondona, Juan Martin Gonzalez, Pedro Rubiolo, Franco Molina, Joel Sclavi, Julian Montoya (captain), Thomas Gallo. Reserves: Ignacio Ruiz, Ignacio Calles, Francisco Gomez Kodela, Matias Alemanno, Bautista Pedemonte, Gonzalo Garcia, Matias Moroni, Santiago Cordero.
___
AP rugby: https://apnews.com/hub/rugby
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Less than a month after switching rugby codes, Joseph Sua'ali'i will make his debut for Australia after being picked to start the test match against England at Twickenham on Saturday.
The 21-year-old Sua'ali'i has been thrown in at outside center in a huge tour-opening game against an England coming off a frustrating 24-22 loss to New Zealand last weekend.
He last played in the 15-man code as a winger in 2019 for Australian Schoolboys in a victory over New Zealand. Since then, he has established himself as a star in rugby league, playing for Samoa when it reached the World Cup final in 2022 and in the State of Origin.
Rugby Australia has thrown big money at Sua'ali'i, tying him to a three-year contract worth A$5.3 million ($3.5 million) to the 2027 World Cup in Australia. Before that, the British and Irish Lions tour Australia and coach Joe Schmidt said he wanted to get the next big thing in Australian rugby into the firing line as quickly as possible.

    


"Everything is a risk," Schmidt said of the immediate inclusion of Sua'ali'i, "but I would challenge that by saying everything is an opportunity.




"It's unlikely it will go perfectly, but it will be a benchmark he can build from."
Sua'ali'i, who gets his chance with other centers Hunter Paisami and Josh Flook unavailable, was the only change to the team from the last test, a loss to the All Blacks in Wellington in the Rugby Championship. The Wallabies were defeated five times in six outings in that competition and finished last.
Fourteen of the players in the matchday 23 will play at Twickenham for the first time.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
___

Australia: Tom Wright, Andrew Kellaway, Joseph-Aukuso Sua'ali'i, Len Ikitau, Dylan Pietsch, Noah Lolesio, Jake Gordon; Harry Wilson, Fraser McReight, Rob Valetini, Jeremy Williams, Nick Frost, Taniela Tupou, Matt Faessler, Angus Bell. Reserves: Brandon Paenga-Amosa, James Slipper, Allan Alaalatoa, Lukhan Salakaia-Loto, Langi Gleeson, Tate McDermott, Ben Donaldson, Max Jorgensen.
___
AP rugby: https://apnews.com/hub/rugby
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Syracuse (6-2, 3-2 ACC) at Boston College (4-4, 1-3), Saturday, 12 p.m. EST (The CW)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Boston College by 11/2.
Series record: Syracuse leads 34-23.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Boston College needs two wins to reach bowl eligibility. With four games left and two of them against ranked teams, the Eagles are running out of chances. Syracuse can reach seven wins for the second time in six seasons and remain on course to win 10 games for just the second time since 2001.
KEY MATCHUP
Syracuse RB LeQuint Allen vs. BC defense. Allen ran for 121 yards on 21 carries against Virginia Tech last week. He scored three TDs, one with 29 seconds left in regulation to tie the game and the other on Syracuse's first possession of OT for the game winner. BC has been allowing 140 yards rushing per game, 10th in the ACC.
PLAYERS TO WATCH
Syracuse: LB Marlowe Wax was the ACC linebacker of the week after recording 1.5 sacks with nine tackles in the come-from-behind victory over Virginia Tech. He also forced one fumble and recovered another.
Boston College: RB Treshaun Ward leads the Eagles with 369 rushing yards and is second with 251 receiving yards. He caught his fourth touchdown pass of the season against Louisville to become BC's first running back since 2007 to with at least four receiving TDs.




FACTS & FIGURES
The game marks the 100th anniversary of the teams' first matchup, which Syracuse won 10-0. The Orange lead the series 5-6 since joining the ACC. ... Syracuse rallied from a 21-3 deficit to beat the Hokies. BC blew a 20-0 lead against Louisville. ... Eagles DE Donovan Ezeiruaku is fifth in the country and second in the ACC with nine sacks. He has 12 tackles for a loss. ... The BC defense has 11 interceptions, 14th in FBS. The Eagles picked off nine passes last year.
___
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Purdue (1-7, 0-5 Big Ten) at No. 3 Ohio State (7-1, 4-1, No. 2 CFP), Saturday, 12 p.m. EST (FOX)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Ohio State by 37 1/2.
Series record: Ohio State leads 41-14-2.
What's at stake?
After beating then-No. 3 Penn State last week, Ohio State will try to keep up the same momentum as the Buckeyes face the Big Ten's worst team. The game at the Horseshoe is a bit of letdown for the Buckeyes, who are undoubtedly looking ahead to important games against No. 8 Indiana on Nov. 23 and the rivalry game against Michigan on Nov. 30. Purdue beat Indiana State 49-0 in their opener and lost the last seven. 
Key matchup
Ohio State passing game vs. Purdue secondary. Buckeyes quarterback Will Howard has 19 touchdown passes, tied for first in the Big Ten. Freshman Jeremiah Smith has 678 yards receiving and is tied for second in conference with eight TD catches. Purdue is last among in the Big Ten in total defense and 16th out of 18 teams in pass defense.

    


Players to watch
Purdue: WR CJ Smith. The transfer from Georgia made his Purdue debut last weekend and became a favorite target for QB Hudson Card. Smith caught four passes for 55 yards. Only eight Boilermakers have more receptions than Smith, and his speed and athleticism should help Purdue's passing game.
Ohio State: Freshman WR Jeremiah Smith has 39 catches for a team-leading 678 yards and eight touchdowns. He's averaging 17.4 yards per catch.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
Purdue has lost four of the last five in this series. ... Ohio State has won 10 straight home games against Purdue, dating to Purdue's 31-26 victory in 1988. ... Purdue has lost two overtime games this season, last weekend against Northwestern and at then No. 23 Illinois on Oct. 12. ... Card is expected to make his second straight start since returning from the concussion protocol last week against Northwestern. ... Purdue's top rusher, Devin Mockobee, has two 100-yard games this season and rushed 10 times for 29 yards last week against Northwestern. ... The Buckeyes were No. 4 when they beat No. 2 Penn State last week. ... Howard was 16 for 24 for 182 yards and threw touchdown passes to Emeka Egbuka and Brandon Inniss. ... RB Quinshon Judkins rushed for 96 yards against Penn State. He leads Ohio State with 615 yards and six touchdowns.
___
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                                        CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) -- The Carolina Panthers rewarded running back Chuba Hubbard with a four-year contract extension on Thursday that will keep him with the team through the 2028 season.
Financial terms of the deal were not immediately available.
A 2021 fourth-round draft pick, Hubbard is in the midst of his best season with the Panthers (2-7). He is fifth in the league in yards rushing with 665 and has five touchdowns on the ground while averaging 5 yards per carry. He also has 26 receptions for 108 yards and a TD.

    


Hubbard ran for 72 yards and two touchdowns, including the go-ahead score late in the fourth quarter, in Sunday's 23-22 win over the New Orleans Saints.
Hubbard was set to become an unrestricted free agent after the season.
Next up for the Panthers for a contract extension could be cornerback Jaycee Horn, a former first-round draft pick.

The extension comes just as Panthers rookie second-round pick Jonathon Brooks is expected to make his NFL debut on Sunday in Munich against the New York Giants. ___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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Michigan (5-4, 3-3 Big Ten) at No. 8 Indiana (9-0, 6-0, No. 8 CFP), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. EST (CBS)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Indiana by 14 1/2.
Series record: Michigan leads 62-10.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
The defending national champions have struggled primarily because of a low-scoring offense. But Michigan's defense, as usual, is strong to pose real threat to Indiana. Sure, the Wolverines would love to continue their domination of this series by spoiling Indiana's pursuit of a Big Ten title -- and a playoff berth. And, yes, it's a rarity to see Indiana with the top 10 ranking and the Michigan unranked.
KEY MATCHUP
Indiana's ground game vs. Michigan run defense. The Hoosiers are scoring 46.6 points per game, second in the FBS, and it's not by happenstance. They have one of the nation's most balanced offenses, too. While Hoosiers QB Kurtis Rourke could be in the Heisman Trophy conversation, Indiana is rushing for 191.9 yards per game. Can Michigan, which allows just 109.3 yards rushing, slow them down? 




PLAYERS TO WATCH
Michigan: TE Colston Loveland. As Michigan has mixed and matched quarterbacks this year, Loveland has become the favorite receiver. He leads Michigan with 48 catches for 523 yards and four scores, and he's been the top pass-catcher in all eight games. 
Indiana: WR Elijah Sarratt. While Rourke and RBs Justice Ellison and Ty Son Lawton have garnered attention, Sarratt has kept defenses honest. His 37 receptions, 649 yards, 17.5 yards per catch, and five scores don't begin to tell the tale. His strong hands and uncanny athleticism has helped keep Indiana marching.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
Michigan has won 27 of the last 28 games in this series with its only loss since 1988 coming at Indiana during the 2020 COVID-19 pandemic-shortened season with limited fans. ... Indiana needs one win to post the first 10-win season in school history and stay atop the Big Ten standings heading into its second bye week. ... Donovan Edwards needs 32 yards receiving to break Anthony Thomas' school career record for running backs (810 yards). ... Rourke returned from a one-game absence (right thumb surgery) last week and went 19 of 29 with four TDs in a 47-10 rout at Michigan State. ... Indiana DE Mikail Kamara has had at least one sack in five straight games and now leads all Power 4 players with 9 1/2 in 2024.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Iowa State quarterback Rocco Becht (3) warms up prior to kickoff against Texas Tech in an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in Ames, Iowa. (AP Photo/Bryon Houlgrave)
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            Iowa State head football coach Matt Campbell, center left, greets his players prior to kickoff against Texas Tech in an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in Ames, Iowa. (AP Photo/Bryon Houlgrave)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 6 | 
            Iowa State wide receiver Jayden Higgins (9) is tackled by Texas Tech defensive back Maurion Horn (4) in the first quarter during an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in Ames, Iowa. (AP Photo/Bryon Houlgrave)
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            Kansas quarterback Jalon Daniels (6) fumbles the ball after being tackled by Kansas State linebacker Austin Romaine (45) during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024, in Manhattan, Kan. Kansas State won 29-27. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Iowa State quarterback Rocco Becht (3) warms up prior to kickoff against Texas Tech in an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in Ames, Iowa. (AP Photo/Bryon Houlgrave)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 6

                                    
                                    Iowa State quarterback Rocco Becht (3) warms up prior to kickoff against Texas Tech in an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in Ames, Iowa. (AP Photo/Bryon Houlgrave)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 6 | 
            Iowa State head football coach Matt Campbell, center left, greets his players prior to kickoff against Texas Tech in an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in Ames, Iowa. (AP Photo/Bryon Houlgrave)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 6

                                    
                                    Iowa State head football coach Matt Campbell, center left, greets his players prior to kickoff against Texas Tech in an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in Ames, Iowa. (AP Photo/Bryon Houlgrave)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 6 | 
            Iowa State wide receiver Jayden Higgins (9) is tackled by Texas Tech defensive back Maurion Horn (4) in the first quarter during an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in Ames, Iowa. (AP Photo/Bryon Houlgrave)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 6

                                    
                                    Iowa State wide receiver Jayden Higgins (9) is tackled by Texas Tech defensive back Maurion Horn (4) in the first quarter during an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in Ames, Iowa. (AP Photo/Bryon Houlgrave)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 6 | 
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


No. 17 Iowa State (7-1, 4-1 Big 12, No. 17 CFP) at Kansas (2-6, 1-4) in Kansas City, Missouri, Saturday, 3:30 p.m. EST (ESPN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Iowa State by 3.
Series record: Kansas leads 52-45-6.
What's at stake?
Iowa State is coming off an upset loss to Texas Tech, its first of the season, and is now tied with Colorado for second in the Big 12 behind unbeaten BYU. The Cyclones need to beat Kansas to keep pace in the standings and keep alive their hopes of playing for a conference championship. Kansas needs to win out to become bowl-eligible.
Key matchup
Iowa State's run game against the Kansas run defense. A big part of the Cyclones' game plan is to maintain possession, and they'll lean on their running backs if they can. They spread the work among Carson Hansen, Abu Sama III and Jaylon Jackson while averaging 179 yards per game. Teams committed to running the ball have had success against the Jayhawks, who surrendered 226 rushing yards to Kansas State and 309 to Arizona State.

    


Players to watch
Iowa State: WR Jayden Higgins is one of Rocco Becht's go-to receivers, especially if the Cyclones have to play from behind. He caught 10 passes for 140 yards and a touchdown in last week's loss to Texas Tech, but Becht struggled to connect with him when it mattered most in the second half. 
Kansas: Jalon Daniels looked as if he had overcome his early season turnover problems, but they surfaced again in a loss to Kansas State two weeks ago. He threw an interception, then lost a critical fumble, which helped the Wildcats rally for the 29-27 victory.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
Kansas has won the past two games in the series, but Iowa State had won the seven prior. ... The game is taking place at Arrowhead Stadium while Kansas rebuilds its on-campus stadium. ... The Cyclones have intercepted a pass in all eight games this season, the first time doing so in eight straight since 2009. ... Becht has thrown for a touchdown in 12 straight games, tied with Brock Purdy (2019) for the program's longest streak. ... Kansas RB Devin Neal needs seven yards rushing to break June Henley's career record of 3,841 set from 1993-96. Neal needs one TD run to break Henley's record of 41. ... Jayhawks CB Cobee Bryant's 13 career interceptions are tied with Nohl Williams of Cal for the most among active FBS players. 
___
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            University of Mississippi running back Henry Parrish, Jr. (21) scores a touchdown during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Oklahoma University on Saturday, October 26, 2024, in Oxford, Miss. (AP Photo/Sarah Warnock)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Oklahoma (5-4, 1-4 SEC) at Missouri (6-2, 2-2), Saturday, 7:45 p.m. EST (SEC Network)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Missouri by 2 1/2.
Series record: Oklahoma leads 67-24-5.
What's at stake?
Oklahoma and Missouri, who first played each other in 1902, resume their long-standing rivalry for the first time as Southeastern Conference foes. Both teams need to turn their momentum around. The Sooners lost three straight in a dismal start to their SEC tenure before taking out their frustration on Maine last weekend. The Tigers had last week off following a 34-0 humbling at Alabama. Their two losses to Texas A&M and the Crimson Tide came by a combined 75-10.
Key matchup
Missouri QB Brady Cook against the Oklahoma defense. Cook played through an ankle injury in a 21-17 win over Auburn a few weeks ago, then hurt his throwing hand late in the first half against the Crimson Tide and did not return. His availability for the Tigers could be the difference against the Sooners, who are allowing 217 yards passing per game this season.

    


Players to watch
Oklahoma: LB Danny Stutsman is the physical and emotional leader for the Sooners defense, and he will be pivotal on Saturday. His ability to range sideline-to-sideline will help to contain Cook's running ability, and his ability to plug gaps should help Oklahoma to contain the Tigers' running backs.




Missouri: RB Nate Noel has been dealing with injuries for much of the season, derailing what had been a breakout season for the transfer from Appalachian State. His speed and agility are unique among the Missouri running backs, and give the offense a dynamic it doesn't have when he's not on the field.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
Oklahoma and Missouri have not played since Sept. 24, 2011, the year before the Tigers left for the SEC. ... Sooners RB Jovantae Barnes ran for a career-high 203 yards and three TDs last week against Maine. Oklahoma finished with 381 yards rushing and 665 yards total offense. ... Oklahoma QB Jackson Arnold passed for two TDs and ran for another against Maine. ... Oklahoma coach Joe Jon Finley will be calling plays for the third game. ... The Tigers were shut out by Alabama for the first time since Eli Drinkwitz took over as the coach. ... Missouri WR Luther Burden III has caught a pass in 30 consecutive games dating to Oct. 1, 2022. 
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            California quarterback Fernando Mendoza (15) throws a pass against Oregon State during the first quarter of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024, at Memorial Stadium in Berkeley, Calif. (Jose Carlos Fajardo/Bay Area News Group via AP)
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            Wake Forest quarterback Hank Bachmeier (9) looks to pass against Clemson during the first half of an NCAA football game in Greensboro, N.C., Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Chuck Burton)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


California (4-4, 0-4 Atlantic Coast Conference) at Wake Forest (4-4, 2-2), Friday at 8 p.m. EST (ACC Network)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Cal by 7.
Series record: First meeting.
What's at stake?
Both teams are chasing bowl eligibility as they enter the final month of the regular season. Wake Forest is also trying to improve its home record at 1-4, while Cal is seeking its first ACC victory.
Key matchup
Cal's defense vs. Wake Forest's offense. The Bears' defense has been a strength, with Cal ranking tied for 13th nationally in scoring defense (17.3) and 25th in total defense (320.6 yards). The Demon Deacons rank 11th in the league in scoring (27.1) but have proven capable of moving the downfield with QB Hank Bachmeier (244.8 yards per game) and on the ground with RB Demond Claiborne (eight rushing scores), though Claiborne is questionable due to injury.
Players to watch
Cal: QB Fernando Mendoza. The passer is coming off a huge game in the win against Oregon State, throwing for 364 yards and two touchdowns while completing 75% of his passes.
Wake Forest: DB Nick Andersen. Andersen leads the ACC with 10.3 tackles per game. That makes him one of eight players in the Bowl Subdivision ranks averaging at least 10 tackles per game, with four of those in the Power Four conferences.




Facts & figures
This is Cal's third cross-country trip for league play this year going back to a loss at Florida State on Sept. 21 and a loss at No. 23 Pittsburgh on Oct. 12. ... The Bears' four losses have come by a combined nine points. ... Wake Forest won its opener at home against North Carolina A&T, but blew a double-digit lead in the fourth quarter against Virginia the next week to start its home losing streak. ... The Demon Deacons are 3-0 away from home this year. ... California has five giveaways this season after losing 28 last year. ... The Demon Deacons are coming out of an open date, which followed a win at Stanford.
___
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                    Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump waves as he walks with former first lady Melania Trump at an election night watch party at the Palm Beach Convention Center, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)


                

            
        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            LINLEY SANDERS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
    
    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    



WASHINGTON (AP) -- Donald Trump won the presidency after holding tight to his core base of voters and slightly expanding his coalition to include several groups that have traditionally been a part of the Democratic base. That finding comes from AP VoteCast, a sweeping survey of more than 120,000 voters nationwide that shows what issues mattered to voters in this election. 

Trump picked up a small but significant share of Black and Hispanic voters, and made narrow gains with men and women. As Trump chipped away at parts of the Democratic coalition, Vice President Kamala Harris wasn't able to make enough of her own gains. Trump succeeded in locking down his traditionally older, white base of voters, and he slightly expanded his margins with other groups into a winning coalition. 

A look at how five key demographic groups voted, according to AP VoteCast.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    


Most Trump voters were white, a trend that continued from 2020



Slightly more than 8 in 10 Trump voters in this election were white, roughly in line with 2020. About two-thirds of Harris' voters were white, and that largely matched President Joe Biden 's coalition in the last election. White voters make up a bulk of the voting electorate in the United States, and they did not shift their support significantly at the national level compared to 2020. 

A majority of white voters cast their ballot for Trump, unchanged from the 2020 election that he narrowly lost. About 4 in 10 white voters backed Harris, which is about the same as Biden received in 2020. White voters were also more likely to support Trump over Harris and Biden in Pennsylvania, Michigan and Wisconsin, even though Trump lost those states in 2020. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

    
    What to know about the 2024 election:

	The latest: Kamala Harris urged supporters to accept her election loss in her concession speech Wednesday, encouraging a focus on the future.
	Balance of power: Republicans won control of the U.S. Senate, giving the GOP a major power center in Washington. Control over the House of Representatives is still up for grabs.
	AP VoteCast: Anxiety over the economy and a desire for change returned Trump to the White House. AP journalists break down the voter data.
	Voto a voto: Sigue la cobertura de AP en espanol de las elecciones en EEUU.

News outlets globally count on the AP for accurate U.S. election results. Since 1848, the AP has been calling races up and down the ballot. Support us. Donate to the AP.



    




Trump's share of Black voters rose slightly, driven largely by younger men



Trump was able to make slight inroads with Black voters nationally, who made up about 1 in 10 voters across the country. 

Nationally, about 8 in 10 Black voters supported Harris. But, that was down from about 9 in 10 in the last presidential election who went for Biden.

    



Trump about doubled his share of young Black men - which helped him among key Democratic voting group. About 3 in 10 Black men under the age of 45 went for Trump, roughly double the number he got in 2020. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    


Slightly more Hispanic voters supported Trump in 2020



While Harris won more than half of Hispanic voters, that support was down slightly from the roughly 6 in 10 Hispanic voters that Biden won. 

Hispanic voters were more open to Trump than they were in 2020. Roughly half of Latino men voted for Harris, down from about 6 in 10 who went for Biden. 
Narrow gains with women benefitted Trump



Trump benefitted from narrow gains among both men and women, with Harris modestly underperforming compared with Biden in 2020.

Harris had the advantage among women, winning 53% to Trump's 46%, but that margin was somewhat narrower than Biden's. Biden won 55% of women, while 43% went for Trump. His support held steady among white women -- slightly more than half supported him, similar to 2020.






Trump saw a modest increase with men



Trump made a similar gain among men, with a modest shift increasing his advantage.

The shifts by gender were concentrated among younger voters, as well as Black and Latino voters. White voters across genders and older voters across genders voted similarly in 2024 as they did in 2020.

___


AP VoteCast is a survey of the American electorate conducted by NORC at the University of Chicago for Fox News, PBS NewsHour, The Wall Street Journal and The Associated Press. The survey of more than 120,000 voters was conducted for eight days, concluding as polls closed. Interviews were conducted in English and Spanish. The survey combines a random sample of registered voters drawn from state voter files; self-identified registered voters using NORC's probability based AmeriSpeak panel, which is designed to be representative of the U.S. population; and self-identified registered voters selected from nonprobability online panels. The margin of sampling error for voters is estimated to be plus or minus 0.4 percentage points. Find more details about AP VoteCast's methodology at https://ap.org/votecast.
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            Kamala Harris supporters gathered at Howard University Wednesday where the Vice President conceded the presidential election to Donald Trump.
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            People attend an Arizona Democrats watch party on election night Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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            Supporters arrive before Vice President Kamala Harris delivers a concession speech Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, on the campus of Howard University in Washington. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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            Vice President Kamala Harris delivers a concession speech for the 2024 presidential election on the campus of Howard University in Washington, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Uncommitted National Movement organizers Abbas Alawieh, right, and Lexis Zeidan, speak to the media about President-elect Donald Trump's victory Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Dearborn, Mich. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            FILE -- Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., talks to the media as he walks to the House chamber before President Joe Biden's State of the Union address at the U.S. Capitol, Thursday, March 7, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)
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            President Joe Biden walks from Marine One as he arrives on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Monday, Nov. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            FILE -- Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., talks to the media as he walks to the House chamber before President Joe Biden's State of the Union address at the U.S. Capitol, Thursday, March 7, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- Democrats spent billions of dollars warning American voters that Donald Trump posed an imminent threat to democracy, that his economic policies would benefit only his wealthy friends, that he was literally a fascist.
In the end, voters didn't care -- or if they did, it didn't matter.
And now, after Kamala Harris' decisive loss, Democrats enter a second Trump presidency with no clear leader, no clear plan and no agreement on what caused them to be so wrong about the 2024 election.
"I think there needs to be a cleaning of the house, there needs to be a new generation of leaders that emerge," said Rep. Ro Khanna, D-Calif., among the few Democrats with presidential ambitions to address the party's future on Wednesday. "There needs to be new thinking, new ideas and a new direction. And, you know, the establishment produced a disaster."

    


With votes still being counted, Trump was on track to become the first Republican in two decades to win the popular vote, although the scope of his Electoral College victory was likely to fall short of President Barack Obama's 2008 performance in which he won 365 electoral votes.




Trump picked up a small but significant share of younger voters, Black voters and Hispanic voters, many of whom were feeling down about the economy, according to AP VoteCast, a sweeping survey of more than 120,000 voters nationwide. The Republican president-elect also made progress among voters without a college degree.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Most of the elected Democrats who are most often mentioned as 2028 presidential prospects -- including the governors of California, Illinois, Michigan and Pennsylvania -- declined to weigh in when asked. Others canceled scheduled interviews. 
The few progressives willing to speak publicly offered different explanations. Relatively few were blaming President Joe Biden for backtracking on his promise not to run for reelection, which blocked the party from picking a replacement in a traditional primary.

    


Sen. Bernie Sanders, the Vermont independent and former Democratic primary candidate, had warned Harris before Election Day that she was focusing too much on flipping Republican votes and not enough on pocketbook issues. He issued a statement excoriating party leadership.
"It should come as no great surprise that a Democratic Party which has abandoned working class people would find that the working class has abandoned them," he said. "First, it was the white working class, and now it is Latino and Black workers as well. While the Democratic leadership defends the status quo, the American people are angry and want change. And they're right."
Others weren't so eager to make wholesale changes.
"Our challenge is not to overreact to this election," said Rep. Don Beyer, D-Va., who easily won reelection Tuesday night. "We had a candidate with a relatively low profile -- no one knew much about Kamala Harris ... who took on one of the best-known people in the history of mankind."
Just eight years ago, Democrats were stunned by Trump's shocking victory over Hillary Clinton. But at that time, many were united in blaming the loss on dysfunction within the Democratic National Committee. Others blamed Russian influence efforts supporting Trump or FBI Director James Comey's statement excoriating Clinton's handling of classified information in her emails while serving as secretary of state. 

    


There are no excuses this time. The results show Democrats' current problems extend well beyond its political machinery.

    
    What to know about the 2024 election:

	The latest: Kamala Harris urged supporters to accept her election loss in her concession speech Wednesday, encouraging a focus on the future.
	Balance of power: Republicans won control of the U.S. Senate, giving the GOP a major power center in Washington. Control over the House of Representatives is still up for grabs.
	AP VoteCast: Anxiety over the economy and a desire for change returned Trump to the White House. AP journalists break down the voter data.
	Voto a voto: Sigue la cobertura de AP en espanol de las elecciones en EEUU.

News outlets globally count on the AP for accurate U.S. election results. Since 1848, the AP has been calling races up and down the ballot. Support us. Donate to the AP.



    


Operatives from the party's progressive wing condemned Harris' campaign for investing too much time and resources on winning moderate Republicans at the expense of the party's working-class base, including union workers drawn to Trump's promises to impose tariffs on friends and foes alike and threats to American businesses thinking of moving jobs offshore. 
Warnings about Trump's threat to U.S. democracy were important, they said, but the issue was not top of mind for most voters.
"In the coming months, our party will be doing a lot of introspection, lots of thinking," said Democratic Rep. Shri Thanedar, whose district contains much of Detroit. "Democrats focused on Trump's character. His legal problems, being a felon. But for the large part, the people who are economically suffering, who feel that they are worse off economically, did not pay much attention to his character.

    


Others were less diplomatic.
Alexandra Rojas, executive director of the far-left Justice Democrats, said that the party's leadership must "take responsibility for how a second Donald Trump presidency became possible again under their watch."
"The Democratic Party is rapidly losing its legitimacy amongst the everyday people and marginalized communities continuously used as stepping stones to win elections," Rojas charged, even as she acknowledged "there are no easy answers for where we as a country and movement go from here."

    


Indeed, the data suggests that Democrats have serious work to do. 
Biden drew about even with Trump among voters without a college degree four years ago, earning 47% of their vote compared to Trump's 51%. But voters without a college degree inched toward Trump in 2024, giving him a clear advantage with 55% of their vote. Fewer -- 43% -- backed Harris.
The modest movement of those without a college degree was pronounced among younger voters, with Trump earning 52% now compared with 44% four years ago, and among nonwhite voters, 32% vs. 25%.
Overall, about half of voters under age 30 supported Harris. That's compared to the roughly 6 in 10 who backed Biden in 2020. At the same time, Black and Latino voters appeared slightly less likely to support Harris than they were to back Biden four years ago, VoteCast found.
Jef Pollock, a veteran Democratic pollster, said the Harris campaign "was dealt a bad hand given the international rebuke of incumbent parties all over the world as voter frustrations over the economy have boiled over." 
"But Democrats have to look internally and ask ourselves what can we do to rebuild our relationship with rural, working class, and Latino voters as well as young men," Pollock said. "Clearly they believe we are not addressing their every day needs."
On Wednesday evening, the pro-Democratic super PAC Priorities USA announced plans to conduct an analysis with political allies "to better understand why and how we lost, and, more importantly, how we move forward," according to the organization's executive director Danielle Butterfield.
The effort, she said, would be "grounded in humility."
It's unclear whether the analysis might lead to specific recommendations, but there is a precedent. 
After the 2012 election, the Republican National Committee famously commission an internal "growth and opportunity" report to chart a path forward. But even then, the GOP found electoral success only after Trump ignored the report's recommendations to strengthen the party's infrastructure and adopt a more welcoming and inclusive message.
After the 2016 election, Democrats also made changes to their party infrastructure and fundraising after a period of introspection as well. 
Sanders, who nearly won the Democrats' presidential nomination in 2020, was not optimistic about the party's future.

"Will the big money interests and well-paid consultants who control the Democratic Party learn any real lessons from this disastrous campaign?" he said. "Will they understand the pain and political alienation that tens of millions of Americans are experiencing? Do they have any ideas as to how we can take on the increasingly powerful oligarchy which has so much economic and political power? Probably not."
___
Cappelletti reported from Detroit. Associated Press writers Dan Merica, Farnoush Amiri and Stephen Groves in Washington contributed. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/democrats-trump-harris-election-future-5bf8bd0ca6683119a846abd446544407



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Harris supporters show range of emotions as she gives concession speech | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



AP PHOTOS: Harris supporters show range of emotions as she gives concession speech

    AP PHOTOS: Harris supporters show range of emotions as she gives concession speech

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 19 | 
            Supporters look on as Vice President Kamala Harris delivers a concession speech for the 2024 presidential election, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, on the campus of Howard University in Washington. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 19 | 
            Supporters react as Vice President Kamala Harris delivers a concession speech for the 2024 presidential election, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, on the campus of Howard University in Washington. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Supporters arrive before Vice President Kamala Harris delivers a concession speech after the 2024 presidential election, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, on the campus of Howard University in Washington. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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            Supporters listens as Vice President Kamala Harris delivers a concession speech after the 2024 presidential election, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, on the campus of Howard University in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Supporters of Vice President Kamala Harris react at her concession speech for the 2024 presidential election on the campus of Howard University in Washington, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Terrance Williams)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 19 | 
            Supporters look on as Vice President Kamala Harris delivers a concession speech for the 2024 presidential election, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, on the campus of Howard University in Washington. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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            A supporter cries as Vice President Kamala Harris delivers a concession speech after the 2024 presidential election, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, on the campus of Howard University in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Supporters look on as Vice President Kamala Harris delivers a concession speech for the 2024 presidential election, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, on the campus of Howard University in Washington. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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            Supporters of Vice President Kamala Harris hold up their phones as she delivers a concession speech for the 2024 presidential election, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, on the campus of Howard University in Washington. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Supporters of Vice President Kamala Harris react as she delivers a concession speech for the 2024 presidential election on the campus of Howard University in Washington, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais)
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            Vice President Kamala Harris, right, leaves the stage with her husband, second gentleman Doug Emhoff, after delivering a concession speech for the 2024 presidential election on the campus of Howard University in Washington, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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            Robin Galbraith walks near the entrance as Vice President Kamala Harris delivers a concession speech for the 2024 presidential election, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, on the campus of Howard University in Washington.(AP Photo/Nathan Howard)
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            Supporters of Vice President Kamala Harris react at her concession speech for the 2024 presidential election on the campus of Howard University in Washington, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Terrance Williams)
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            Supporters look on as Vice President Kamala Harris delivers a concession speech for the 2024 presidential election, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, on the campus of Howard University in Washington. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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            Supporters of Vice President Kamala Harris react during her concession speech for the 2024 presidential election on the campus of Howard University, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Terrance Williams)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 19

                                    
                                    Supporters of Vice President Kamala Harris react during her concession speech for the 2024 presidential election on the campus of Howard University, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Terrance Williams)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 19 | 
            Supporters react as Vice President Kamala Harris delivers a concession speech after the 2024 presidential election, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, on the campus of Howard University in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Supporters of Vice President Kamala Harris react at her concession speech for the 2024 presidential election on the campus of Howard University in Washington, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais)
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            Supporters wait for Vice President Kamala Harris to arrive to deliver a concession speech for the 2024 presidential election on the campus of Howard University in Washington, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            Supporters of Vice President Kamala Harris hold up their phones as she delivers a concession speech for the 2024 presidential election, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, on the campus of Howard University in Washington. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            A supporter of Vice President Kamala Harris reacts as she delivers a concession speech for the 2024 presidential election on the campus of Howard University, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Terrance Williams)
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            A supporter of Vice President Kamala Harris reacts at her concession speech for the 2024 presidential election on the campus of Howard University in Washington, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Terrance Williams)
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            Supporters arrive before Vice President Kamala Harris delivers a concession speech after the 2024 presidential election, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, on the campus of Howard University in Washington. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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            Supporters of Vice President Kamala Harris react as she delivers a concession speech for the 2024 presidential election on the campus of Howard University in Washington, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais)
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            Vice President Kamala Harris, right, leaves the stage with her husband, second gentleman Doug Emhoff, after delivering a concession speech for the 2024 presidential election on the campus of Howard University in Washington, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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            Robin Galbraith walks near the entrance as Vice President Kamala Harris delivers a concession speech for the 2024 presidential election, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, on the campus of Howard University in Washington.(AP Photo/Nathan Howard)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


Supporters, many of them women of color, looked somber, shed tears and raised their fists in solidarity as Vice President Kamala Harris delivered her concession speech for the 2024 presidential election Wednesday on the campus of Howard University in Washington.
Many held up cellphones and appeared to be recording history as Harris told them she had lost her race against Trump. When Harris took the stage at her alma mater, she saw a sea of America flags and serious faces.
"Folks are feeling and experiencing a range of emotions right now, I get it," she said.

The audience booed after she said she had congratulated President-elect Donald Trump on his victory. Some men in the crowd looked dejected as they listened while one group of women smiled in support. 
Another person walking down a street wore a sign that said "America broke my heart."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/election-harris-howard-photo-gallery-7374fae8eb834cb7c44a72b392009169
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            Laura Gillen, Democratic candidate for New York's 4th Congressional District, reacts before a roundtable discussion outlining her policy platform to lower healthcare costs for Latino families, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024, in Freeport, N.Y. (AP Photo/Heather Khalifa)
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            FILE - Rep. Anthony D'Esposito, R-N.Y., arrives for a meeting of Republicans on Capitol Hill in Washington, Oct. 24, 2023. D'Esposito is the Republican candidate in New York's District 4. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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            Laura Gillen, Democratic candidate for New York's 4th Congressional District, listens during a roundtable discussion outlining her policy platform to lower healthcare costs for Latino families, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024, in Freeport, N.Y. (AP Photo/Heather Khalifa)
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            FILE - Rep. Anthony D'Esposito, R-N.Y., arrives for a meeting of Republicans on Capitol Hill in Washington, Oct. 24, 2023. D'Esposito is the Republican candidate in New York's District 4. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) -- Democrat Laura Gillen has defeated U.S. Rep. Anthony D'Esposito in a congressional race on Long Island, flipping a third House seat in New York for Democrats to partially reverse a red wave that washed over suburban and rural parts of the state during the last election.
The Associated Press called the race on Thursday. 
Gillen had also run against D'Esposito in 2022 but narrowly lost in a district just outside New York City that President Joe Biden had won by 15 points two years earlier. 
This time, Gillen, who is an attorney, adjunct law professor and former Hempstead town supervisor, came away with a triumph in the Long Island suburbs. A year ago, the GOP held all four House seats representing the island. Now, each party holds two.
Gillen had declared victory on Election Night, before the AP determined the winner, saying she was committed to bipartisan cooperation.

    


"This coalition resonated with a simple message: enough of the chaos, enough of the corruption -- let's work together, Democrats and Republicans, to address the pressing issues we face," she said in a statement. "As the representative for this district, I will work every day to reach across the aisle, cut through the noise, and bridge our divides."




Her victory added to a bright spot for Democrats in New York in a bruising election, given Republican Donald Trump's presidential win and the GOP claiming control of the Senate. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Two other Republican freshmen, besides D'Esposito, were also denied a second House term in New York. 
In upstate New York, Democrat John Mannion defeated Republican U.S. Rep. Brandon Williams, whose district centered around the city of Syracuse had been redrawn this year in a way that was unfavorable for the GOP. 
Democrat Josh Riley, an attorney, also defeated Republican U.S. Rep. Marc Molinaro in a district that sprawls from the Hudson Valley across the Catskill Mountains to the Finger Lakes region.

    


With those three seat flips, the state's congressional delegation is now made up of 19 Democrats and seven Republicans. As recently as last year, 11 of the state's representatives in Congress were Republican. Those gains began to erode, though, when Republican George Santos was expelled from Congress after being charged with fraud, and was subsequently replaced by Democrat Tom Suozzi in a special election.
New York Democrats sought to avoid a repeat of their losses in the last election cycle by rebooting the party's campaign apparatus and beefing up staffing in the battleground districts to do more voter outreach. Democratic national political groups also devoted more resources to the New York races this time, according to Jay Jacobs, chair of the New York State Democratic Committee.
"That was the difference from 2022. In 2022, national money was just not sent to New York. New York was taken for granted, so we didn't have the types of campaigns or resources that we had this year," Jacobs said.
Democratic candidates also geared campaign messaging more toward moderate voters, while warning that a Republican-controlled Congress might try to ban abortion.

    


The mood among Democrats in New York was muted, however, given Trump's win. Gov. Kathy Hochul congratulated her party's winners at a news conference Wednesday, but struck a somber tone as she pledged to fight Trump's policy agenda.

    
    What to know about the 2024 election:

	The latest: Kamala Harris urged supporters to accept her election loss in her concession speech Wednesday, encouraging a focus on the future.
	Balance of power: Republicans won control of the U.S. Senate, giving the GOP a major power center in Washington. Control over the House of Representatives is still up for grabs.
	AP VoteCast: Anxiety over the economy and a desire for change returned Trump to the White House. AP journalists break down the voter data.
	Voto a voto: Sigue la cobertura de AP en espanol de las elecciones en EEUU.

News outlets globally count on the AP for accurate U.S. election results. Since 1848, the AP has been calling races up and down the ballot. Support us. Donate to the AP.



    


"We'll need all of them fighting on our behalf in Washington, now more than ever," Hochul said.
U.S. Rep. Mike Lawler, a rising GOP star who's made a name for himself on the cable television circuit, won a second term in a race against former U.S. Rep. Mondaire Jones. U.S. Rep. Nick LaLota maintained Republican dominance on eastern Long Island, defeating former Democrat John Avlon, a former CNN analyst. 

Ed Cox, chair of the New York Republican Party, said in a statement that voters who picked Republicans had sent a clear message that "they've had enough of the chaos, the crushing taxes, the crime, out-of-control spending and the erosion of our rights."
"The people demanded change, and last night, Republicans delivered," he said.
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                    FILE - Antrim County Clerk Sheryl Guy is seen Feb. 18, 2021, in Bellaire, Mich. (John L. Russell/The Detroit News via AP, File)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


BELLAIRE, Mich. (AP) -- An election official in a small Michigan county that was a cradle for unfounded election conspiracy theories in 2020 lost a write-in campaign to keep her job.
Antrim County Clerk Sheryl Guy had said she wouldn't seek reelection, but got in the race after the Republican primary election in August.
Guy received 5,500 write-in votes but lost to the GOP nominee, Victoria Bishop, by a nearly 2-to-1 margin Tuesday, the Traverse City Record-Eagle reported.
"At least they won't question these results," Guy said of her critics.
An error that was quickly corrected during the 2020 count in Antrim County triggered suspicion that voting machines were responsible for widespread fraud, even though there was no evidence of it. 
The county, which favors Republicans, had mistakenly reported a shocking victory for Democrat Joe Biden. The problem was attributed to human error, not any issue with voting machines, and the results were fixed to show that Donald Trump had won Antrim.

    


Guy, who voted for Trump in 2020, has worked in county government for more than 40 years. In August, she said she would run a write-in campaign to keep her job out of the hands of election deniers. 




Bishop, an advocate of election conspiracy theories, campaigned on a pledge to hand-count every ballot.

"I'm looking forward to serving all the people of our beloved county and implementing new technologies to make all areas of the Clerk's office more efficient at lower costs to the taxpayers of our county," Bishop said Wednesday.
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                    FILE - Rep. Dina Titus, D-Nev., speaks before a campaign appearance by Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, Sept. 29, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Sam Morris, File)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


LAS VEGAS (AP) -- At least one of three U.S. House seats in Nevada will remain under Democratic control after incumbent Rep. Dina Titus won in her race.
The Associated Press declared Titus the winner Thursday. The races for the seats sought by Reps. Susie Lee and Steven Horsford were still too early to call. Nevada's lone Republican Congressman, Mark Amodei, cruised to victory Tuesday night.
It was the second election in a row that Titus defeated Republican Mark Robertson, a retired Army colonel, to keep her seat in the Las Vegas district she has represented for more than a decade. Republican-leaning suburban areas were folded into the district after boundaries were redrawn, making it a GOP target. 
Titus is the longest-serving member of the Nevada delegation in Washington and represents the congressional district that includes the Las Vegas Strip, part of suburban Henderson and Boulder City. She campaigned on abortion access and the need for affordable housing in southern Nevada.

    


Titus was first elected to Congress in 2008 after serving 20 years as a Nevada state senator, but narrowly lost that District 3 seat after two terms. She was elected again in 2013, representing District 1, and has been reelected every two years. Titus is originally from Georgia and taught government for more than three decades at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas.




The race represented a rematch. Titus defeated Mark Robertson in 2022 by more than 5 percentage points, but Democrats sacrificed part of her traditional stronghold during redistricting in exchange for some Democratic party gains in neighboring swing districts. That made Titus more vulnerable in the race. She had no challenger in her party primary.


    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Mark Robertson is a business owner who taught military science at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. He has never held political office, but ran for the same seat two years ago and echoes policies favored by President-elect Donald Trump on border security, inflation and the economy. He did not receive Trump's personal endorsement.
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            German Economy and Climate Minister Robert Habeck, left, talks to German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, right, during a meeting of the German federal parliament, Bundestag, at the Reichstag building in Berlin, Germany, Thursday, Nov. 7, 20024. (Christophe Gateau/dpa via AP)
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            Christian Lindner , former Federal Minister of Finance, 3d right, Marco Buschmann, former Federal Minister of Justice, 2nd right, Bettina Stark-Watzingerr, former Federal Minister of Education and Research, right, Volker Wissing, Federal Minister of Digital Affairs and Transport, centre, Joerg Kukies (SPD), new Federal Minister of Finance, 3rd left, and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, left, stand together in the Bellevue Palace in Berlin, Germany, Thursday, Nov.7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 6 | 
            German opposition leader and Christian Union parties floor leader Friedrich Merz, left, arrives at Bellevue Palace in Berlin, Germany, Thursday, Nov.7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 6 | 
            A Volkswagen logo of a car dealer is pictured in Neu-Anspach near Frankfurt, Germany, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)
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            Volkswagen cars of a car dealer are parked in Neu-Anspach near Frankfurt, Germany, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)
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            A crow sits next to a Volkswagen logo of a car dealer in Neu-Anspach near Frankfurt, Germany, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Germany's economy is in trouble. The government's collapse and Trump's return bring more risk

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 6 | 
            German Economy and Climate Minister Robert Habeck, left, talks to German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, right, during a meeting of the German federal parliament, Bundestag, at the Reichstag building in Berlin, Germany, Thursday, Nov. 7, 20024. (Christophe Gateau/dpa via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 6

                                    
                                    German Economy and Climate Minister Robert Habeck, left, talks to German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, right, during a meeting of the German federal parliament, Bundestag, at the Reichstag building in Berlin, Germany, Thursday, Nov. 7, 20024. (Christophe Gateau/dpa via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 6 | 
            Christian Lindner , former Federal Minister of Finance, 3d right, Marco Buschmann, former Federal Minister of Justice, 2nd right, Bettina Stark-Watzingerr, former Federal Minister of Education and Research, right, Volker Wissing, Federal Minister of Digital Affairs and Transport, centre, Joerg Kukies (SPD), new Federal Minister of Finance, 3rd left, and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, left, stand together in the Bellevue Palace in Berlin, Germany, Thursday, Nov.7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 6

                                    
                                    Christian Lindner , former Federal Minister of Finance, 3d right, Marco Buschmann, former Federal Minister of Justice, 2nd right, Bettina Stark-Watzingerr, former Federal Minister of Education and Research, right, Volker Wissing, Federal Minister of Digital Affairs and Transport, centre, Joerg Kukies (SPD), new Federal Minister of Finance, 3rd left, and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, left, stand together in the Bellevue Palace in Berlin, Germany, Thursday, Nov.7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 6 | 
            German opposition leader and Christian Union parties floor leader Friedrich Merz, left, arrives at Bellevue Palace in Berlin, Germany, Thursday, Nov.7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 6

                                    
                                    German opposition leader and Christian Union parties floor leader Friedrich Merz, left, arrives at Bellevue Palace in Berlin, Germany, Thursday, Nov.7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 6 | 
            A Volkswagen logo of a car dealer is pictured in Neu-Anspach near Frankfurt, Germany, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 6

                                    
                                    A Volkswagen logo of a car dealer is pictured in Neu-Anspach near Frankfurt, Germany, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 6 | 
            Volkswagen cars of a car dealer are parked in Neu-Anspach near Frankfurt, Germany, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)
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                                        WARSAW, Poland (AP) -- The collapse of Germany's governing coalition and President-elect Donald Trump's imminent return to the White House are creating new risks for the European Union's biggest economy, already in a troubling decline.
Germany's economy has been shrinking for the past two years in the wake of the coronavirus pandemic, war in Ukraine and competition from China. Amid both structural problems at home and global challenges, Chancellor Olaf Scholz's fractious three-party coalition failed to find a way forward on some key issues.
The situation came to a head Wednesday night when Scholz announced he was firing Finance Minister Christian Lindner. The move effectively meant the collapse of the chancellor's coalition, which relied on Lindner's pro-business Free Democratic Party, and left the government bereft of a parliamentary majority.

    


The coalition's breakdown followed weeks of internal disputes over how to boost Germany's ailing economy. 
Scholz said he planned to seek a vote of confidence in parliament on Jan. 15, a move that could lead to an early election by the end of March if he loses. Germany's next regularly scheduled election is not until September. In the meantime, he said he would reach out to opposition leader Friedrich Merz of the center-right Christian Democrats to discuss ideas for strengthening the country's economy and defense.




But business leaders called Thursday for Scholz to act much more quickly to produce a stable government that is poised to tackle the crisis.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Every additional day with this federal government is a lost day. We demand new elections as soon as possible," said Dirk Jandura, president of the German wholesale lobby BGA. "Germany needs an economic turnaround. We have to turn the tide before the waves get too high."
The coalition's collapse came in the final hours of a day in which European leaders began to digest the certainty of another Trump presidency, which will have serious implications for European security and the economy.

    


"At the European level, political instability in Germany is not good news,'' Antonio Villafranca, vice president of the Italian think tank ISPI, said, noting that a strong Franco-German alliance at the center of the European Union provided an important counterweight during Trump's first presidency. 
Trump has threatened a withdrawal of NATO commitments and a fundamental shift of support for Ukraine in its war with Russia. He has also threatened to slap tariffs of up to 20% on goods from the EU, (and even higher tariffs on goods from China), raising the prospect of a trade war with Washington's European allies. 
Tariffs would deal a sharp blow to German exports and serve another painful setback to an economy long powered by cheap and plentiful energy from Russia and large export markets. 
German industry still has not fully recovered from the shocks of the COVID-19 pandemic. Then came Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022, which led Germany and other Western countries to cut themselves off from Russian gas and oil. Competition from China, including its electric vehicles, has meanwhile forced German and other and European carmakers to lower production and lay off workers.

    


"Political developments over the last 24 hours have further darkened the already bleak short-term outlook for the German economy," Carsten Brzeski, global head of macro at Dutch banking firm ING, said. 
"A second term in office for Donald Trump in the U.S., with the expected new trade tensions, will hit the German economy, which has 10% of its exports going into the U.S.," Brzeski said in a note published Thursday. "It doesn't require a lot of imagination to see U.S. tariffs on European cars sending the German automotive industry into deeper problems."
Other analysts say Trump's embrace of tariffs might actually benefit Germany's automobile industry, whose woes have been one of the reasons for the weakening economy. While Trump has threatened to impose new tariffs on European products, President Joe Biden already placed 100% tariffs on Chinese electric vehicles vehicles, which are flooding the global market.

    


"Trump can save the German automotive sector" by keeping the tariffs on Chinese EVs, said Daniel Gros, director of the Institute for European Policymaking at Milan's Bocconi University. "The United States is the only market in the world where German carmakers don't encounter much competition from China."
Last month, Volkswagen said it planned to close at least three factories in Germany, the first domestic closures in its 87-year history. 
"Some factories will have to close, but perhaps fewer,'' Gros said. 
Scholz's firing of the finance minister came after his center-left Social Democrats and the environmentalist, left-leaning Greens had discussed plans for massive state investments. The Free Democrats, however, rejected tax increases or changes to Germany's strict self-imposed limits on running up debt.

    


Scholz accused Lindner of refusing to find common ground on economic issues, including by publicly calling for what the chancellor said would be tax cuts worth billions for a few top earners while at the same time cutting pensions for all recipients. 
"That is not decent, that is not fair," Scholz said.
Scholz's Social Democrats, Vice Chancellor Robert Habeck's Greens and Lindner's Free Democrats, a party that in recent decades was mostly allied with conservatives, set out in 2021 to form an ambitious, progressive coalition straddling ideological divisions that would modernize Germany.
The government can point to achievements: preventing an energy crunch after Russia cut off its gas supplies to Germany, initiating the modernization of the military and a series of social reforms. But the impression it has left with many Germans is of deepening dysfunction.

"In view of the global political situation and the poor economic development of Germany as a location, we now need a new, capable government with its own parliamentary majority as quickly as possible," said Siegfried Russwurm, president of the Federation of German Industries. 
"With the inauguration of the new U.S. government at the beginning of 2025, uncertainty is expected to increase," Russwurm said.
_____
Barry reported from Milan. 
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            FILE - Jackson Mayor Chokwe Antar Lumumba watches a debate at the Mississippi Capitol on Feb. 7, 2023, in Jackson, Miss. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis, File)
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            FILE - Hinds County District Attorney Jody Owens speaks about how the Mississippi Legislature has funded additional assistants for district attorneys in other parts of the state but not for Hinds County, at a Jackson Delegation Legislative Hearing at the Capitol in Jackson, Monday, March 6, 2023. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            FILE - Federal authorities gather outside a business owned by Hinds County District Attorney Jody Owens, in downtown Jackson, Miss., Wednesday, May 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis, File)
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                                        JACKSON, Miss. (AP) -- The mayor of Mississippi's capital city, the top prosecutor in the state's largest county and a Jackson city council member have been indicted on conspiracy and bribery charges in a case that has already forced the resignation of another city council member, according to federal court records unsealed Thursday.
The charges against Jackson Mayor Chokwe Antar Lumumba, Hinds County District Attorney Jody Owens and Jackson City Council member Aaron B. Banks were brought after two people working for the FBI posed as real estate developers who wanted to build a hotel near the convention center in downtown Jackson and provided payments to officials, including $50,000 for the mayor's reelection campaign, according to court documents.
Lumumba, Jody Owens and Banks were scheduled to make initial appearances Thursday before a magistrate judge.

    


Lumumba released a video statement Wednesday saying he had been indicted and calling it a "political prosecution" to hurt his 2025 campaign for reelection.
"My legal team has informed me that federal prosecutors have, in fact, indicted me on bribery and related charges," said Lumumba, who is an attorney. "To be clear, I have never accepted a bribe of any type. As mayor, I have always acted in the best interests of the city of Jackson."




The Associated Press left a phone message Thursday for Owens' attorney, Thomas Gerry Bufkin. Federal court documents did not immediately list an attorney for Banks.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Lumumba and Banks were elected in mid-2017. Owens was elected in 2019 and took office in 2020. All three are Democrats.
Jackson City Council member Angelique Lee, a Democrat, first elected in 2020, resigned in August and pleaded guilty to federal bribery charges as the result of the same FBI investigation. Her sentencing is scheduled for Nov. 13.
In May, FBI agents raided Owens' office and a cigar bar he owns in downtown Jackson. Among the items found in the district attorney's office was a lockbox made to look like a book labeled as the U.S. Constitution, containing about $20,000 in cash, with about $9,900 showing serial numbers confirming it was paid by the purported developers to Owens, according to the newly unsealed indictment.

    


Owens boasted to the purported developers about having influence over Jackson officials and "facilitated over $80,000 in bribe payments" to Lumumba, Banks and Lee in exchange for their agreement to to ensure approval of the multimillion-dollar downtown development, according to the indictment. The document also says Owens "solicited and accepted at least $115,000 in cash and promises of future financial benefits" from the purported developers to use his relationships with Lumumba, Banks and Lee and act as an intermediary for the payments to them.
Lumumba directed a city employee to move a deadline to favor the purported developers' project, and Banks and Lee agreed to vote in favor of it, according to the indictments unsealed Thursday.
Sherik Marve Smith -- who is an insurance broker and a relative of Owens, according to court documents -- waived indictment and pleaded guilty to a federal bribery charge in the case Oct. 17. He agreed to forfeit $20,000, and his sentencing is set for Feb. 19.

    


Smith conspired to give cash payments and campaign contributions to two Jackson elected officials, and the money came from the purported developers who were working for the FBI, according to court documents.

Owens, Lumumba, Smith and the purported developers traveled in April on a private jet paid by the FBI to Fort Lauderdale, Florida, according to the newly unsealed indictment. During a meeting on a yacht that was recorded on audio and video, Lumumba received five campaign checks for $10,000 each, and he called a Jackson city employee and instructed that person to move a deadline for submission of proposals to develop the property near the convention center, the indictment says. The deadline was moved in a way to benefit the purported developers who were working for the FBI by likely eliminating any of their competition, the indictment says.
The mayor said his legal team will "vigorously defend me against these charges."
"We believe this to be a political prosecution against me, designed to destroy my credibility and reputation within the community," Lumumba said.
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                    FILE - Rep. Gerry Connolly, D-Va., listens at an event, Oct. 22, 2020, in Fairfax, Va. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)
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                                        RICHMOND, Va. (AP) -- U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly, a Democrat representing Virginia's most populous county in Congress, said Thursday that he is battling esophageal cancer. 
The announcement comes after Connolly, 74, handily won his ninth House term on Tuesday by defeating Republican Mike Van Meter, a Navy veteran and former FBI agent, in Virginia's 11th District. 
"I will attack this the only way I know how - with Irish fight and humor," Connolly said in a statement.
As he enters his new term representing Fairfax County and the wealthy suburbs outside Washington, the congressman will be undergoing chemotherapy and immunotherapy, he said. In his statement, Connolly said he had no symptoms besides occasional abdominal aches. 
"My wonderful staff and I look forward to serving you all in this new term and in the future," he said. 
The congressman has been a fixture in northern Virginia politics for roughly 30 years after he was first elected as a Fairfax County supervisor in 1995. In Congress, he has played a leading role in oversight investigations. 

    


His tenure as a congressman has not been without hardship. Last year, a man with a history of mental illness went to Connolly's Fairfax, Virginia, district office looking to kill him with a baseball bat. Connolly wasn't there, so the man, who a judge had since found not guilty by reason of insanity, attacked two staffers. 
___

Olivia Diaz is a corps member for The Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues.
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                    This undated photo provided by T.J. Litafik shows Pineville, Ky.,, Mayor Scott Madon in Frankfort, Ky. ( T.J. Litafik/ Solon Strategies, LLC via AP)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP) -- An Appalachian mayor was declared the winner Thursday of an 11-candidate scramble for a Kentucky Senate seat left vacant by the death of the Republican incumbent just two weeks before Election Day.
Pineville Mayor Scott Madon, a Republican who branded himself as a conservative supporter of public education, transportation, coal and now-President-elect Donald Trump, easily outdistanced his rivals in the whirlwind, write-in campaign spanning five counties in the eastern Kentucky district.
Madon, 62, will succeed the late state Sen. Johnnie Turner, 76, who died Oct. 22 after being injured weeks earlier when he plunged into an empty swimming pool at his home while on a lawn mower.
Madon will serve a full four-year term in Kentucky's Republican-supermajority legislature.
"I will do my very best to carry on and continue Sen. Turner's legacy of service to eastern Kentucky," Madon said in a tribute to his predecessor, who was known for his staunch support for the coal industry and other causes in his Appalachian district.

    


Turner's death -- along with the prior withdrawal of his only general election challenger -- prompted a frenzied write-in campaign for the Senate seat. Eleven people filed to run within days of Turner's death. Those write-in hopefuls who had filed their paperwork were the only eligible vote-getters.




The Republican establishment quickly rallied around Madon. The mayor was endorsed by the region's powerful GOP congressman, Hal Rogers, and the Senate Republican Campaign Caucus Committee, which provided crucial financial and organizational support to boost Madon's campaign.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Turner's wife, Maritza Turner, and their children also supported Madon, saying in a statement that the mayor would champion the "conservative Republican values Johnnie held dear."
"To have their backing and encouragement despite their time of tremendous grief and mourning was incredibly touching and very emotional for me," Madon said in his victory statement.

    


Even with those advantages, it turned into an exhaustive few days of campaigning. Early in-person voting in Kentucky began six days after Madon formally entered the race. The mayor was already well known in Bell County, which includes Pineville, but he had to quickly build name recognition in the other four counties in a short amount of time, said Madon's campaign consultant, T.J. Litafik. 
"This one was like drinking from a fire hose," Litafik said Thursday.

Campaign signs went up at key highway intersections, and Madon advertised heavily on TV, radio and social media and distributed campaign mailers in the district.
"We worked hard and fast because we knew we were rushing to beat the clock late in the fourth quarter of the game," Litafik said.
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                    FILE - Candidates for Colorado's 3rd Congressional District, Jeff Hurd and Rep. Lauren Boebert, R-Colo., shake hands as Hurd's daughter, Gabriella Hurd, looks on, Saturday, Oct. 28, 2023, in Towaoc, Colo. (AP Photo/Jerry McBride)
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Republican Jeff Hurd has won the U.S. House seat in Colorado that Republican Rep. Lauren Boebert left, fulfilling the congresswoman's hope that her mid-election departure from the race would make it easier for a different Republican to retain the seat that she nearly lost in 2022.
Hurd, a more mild-mannered conservative in an older GOP tradition, beat Adam Frisch, the Democrat who nearly unseated Boebert two years ago in the 3rd Congressional District that covers the state's Rocky Mountains. Boebert won Tuesday in the race she moved to.
Hurd campaigned on a platform centered around rural jobs and cost of living, alongside more national issues such as border security.
He overcame a massive fundraising deficit against Frisch, who had one of the largest U.S. House campaign chests in the nation. Frisch's contributions were fueled by donations from around the country from Democrats who disliked Boebert. Frisch is a businessman and former city councilmember in Aspen.

Boebert is an ardent loyalist to Donald Trump and a rabble-rouser who's helped define an ultra-conservative flank of the House. She left the race to run in another Colorado congressional district, saying she didn't want to give Democrats a chance to "buy" the seat. 
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                    FILE - State Rep. Val Hoyle, D-Eugene, speaks during a legislative forum at the Capitol in Salem, Ore., Jan. 27, 2015. (AP Photo/Don Ryan, File)
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PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) -- Democratic U.S. Rep. Val Hoyle has won reelection in Oregon's 4th Congressional District.
The freshman incumbent defeated Republican Monique DeSpain, an Air Force veteran who has never held elected office and pitched herself as an "outsider" candidate.
The district, which hasn't elected a Republican to the House since 1972, was seen as a likely win for Democrats, according to the Cook Political Report. Hoyle had outraised DeSpain by about $1.6 million as of late October, but Republican-affiliated groups still spent heavily in their bid to flip the seat, federal campaign finance records show. The fundraising arm of U.S. House Republicans, the National Republican Congressional Committee, spent some $375,000 on ads opposing Hoyle.

The district spans the southern half of the state's coast and includes rural, mountainous communities and also the more populous, liberal college towns of Eugene and Corvallis.
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            Sen. Tammy Baldwin, D-Wis., talks about her victory over Republican challenger Eric Hovde Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024, in Madison, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 5 | 
            Sen. Tammy Baldwin, D-Wis., talks about her victory over Republican challenger Eric Hovde Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024, in Madison, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Sen. Tammy Baldwin, D-Wis., talks about her victory over Republican challenger Eric Hovde Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024, in Madison, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Sen. Tammy Baldwin, D-Wis., talks about her victory over Republican challenger Eric Hovde Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024, in Madison, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


MADISON, Wis. (AP) -- Democratic Sen. Tammy Baldwin of Wisconsin pledged during her reelection victory speech Thursday to work with President-elect Donald Trump when possible, but she also vowed to fight him to protect the national health care law and abortion rights.
Baldwin narrowly won reelection to a third term over Republican businessman Eric Hovde, who was endorsed by Trump. Hovde has yet to concede in a race where the margin is so close he could seek a recount.
"We deserve a politics with less vitriol, less division, less hatred and fewer lies. Actually, no lies," Baldwin said to a room of supporters at a steamfitters union training center.
Baldwin defeated Hovde by just under 29,000 votes, a margin of 0.9%, based on unofficial results. State law allows for the race losers within 1 percentage point of the winner to seek a recount, but Hovde has not yet said whether he will do that.

    


Hovde's campaign did not immediately respond to a request for comment Thursday.
Hovde would have to pay for the recount and he would have to request it within three days after the last county completes its canvass of the vote. Those are due by Nov. 19, but counties could complete it sooner.




Baldwin's win was a bright spot for Democrats in an otherwise grim election that saw Trump win Wisconsin on his way back to the White House. Baldwin outperformed Vice President Kamala Harris in Wisconsin, winning by just under 1 point, which was around Trump's margin of victory over Harris in the state.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"I recognize that the people of Wisconsin chose Donald Trump and I respect their choice," Baldwin said. "You know that I will always fight for Wisconsin, and that means working with President Trump to do that and standing up to him when he doesn't have our best interests at heart."
Baldwin, in a nod to Wisconsin's deeply divided politics, ran an ad during the campaign referencing her buy-American bill that Trump signed into law.

    


Baldwin, who has never lost an election, credited her third Senate win to her relentless travel across the state and reaching out to voters of all types. This year, she won an endorsement from the conservative Wisconsin Farm Bureau, which marked the first time the group had backed a Democrat in a statewide race in more than 20 years.

"We did everything, everywhere, all at once," Baldwin said when explaining her win. "I traveled to red, blue, purple, rural, suburban, urban parts of our state. I listened to people. I really listened to people and I deliver for them. And, in turn, Wisconsinites showed up for me. And I am so grateful."
Baldwin left her brief event without taking questions.
The Baldwin win came in the face of Democratic losses nationwide that allowed Republicans to seize control of the Senate.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/wisconsin-senate-baldwin-hovde-03461a6b6b5cc794ca0df67b9cc051c7
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            A person submits his ballot on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024 in Lewiston, Maine. (AP Photo/Joel Page)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 10 | 
            Election workers process absentee ballots at Portland City Hall on Monday, Nov. 4, 2024, in Portland, Maine. (AP Photo/David Sharp)
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            FILE -- Sen. Angus King, I-Maine, speaks with reporters at the Senate subway on Capitol Hill, Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib, File)
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            FILE - David Costello, Democratic candidate for the U.S. Senate from Maine, right, speaks with Grace Jameson, of Saco, Maine, left, on Main Street in Saco, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (Gregory Rec/Portland Press Herald via AP, File)
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            Election signs are placed near an entrance to Payson Park, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024 in Portland, Maine. (AP Photo/Patrick Whittle)
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            A ballot drop box for voting in the election is shown in Portland, Maine, on Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Patrick Whittle)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


PORTLAND, Maine (AP) -- Independent Sen. Angus King turned back challenges by a former Republican state party chair and a Democratic environmental activist in Maine to win a third term with a majority of the vote in the four-way race.
King, who was first elected to the Senate in 2012, told reporters that he believes he can still help bridge the gap in an increasingly divided Washington on topics including the border, housing and inflation.
"Now, more than ever, it's going to be more important for people to be able to work together," King said Wednesday in Brunswick. "One of my colleagues this morning in a conversation said, 'This is the time when small groups of us are going to have to try to get together to solve problems.' So that's exactly what I intend to do," he said.
King was challenged by Republican Demi Kouzounas, a former GOP state chair, dentist and U.S. Army veteran; and Democrat David Costello, a former senior government official who led the Maryland Department of the Environment and the climate and clean energy program at the Natural Resources Council of Maine. Also in the race was another independent, Jason Cherry.

    


The Associated Press declared King the winner with a majority of the vote on Thursday, meaning there was no need for additional voting rounds under Maine's ranked choice voting.




A candidate must receive a majority of votes under the state's voting system, which allows voters to rank candidates in order on the ballot. Under the system, the last-place candidate is eliminated, those voters' second-choices are applied, and votes are reallocated. Under this process, it can sometimes take up to a week for the winner to be declared. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The 80-year-old former governor would be the oldest senator in state history if he completes the term ending in 2030, but he was not dogged during the campaign by questions about his age like President Joseph Biden was before stepping down as the Democratic presidential nominee.

    


King has survived a pair of cancer scares. He was treated for malignant melanoma -- a skin cancer -- at 29 and had surgery for prostate cancer in 2015.
In Washington, he is part of an increasingly small number of senators in the middle, with the departure of Democratic Sens. Joe Manchin and Kyrsten Sinema, and Republican Sen. Mitt Romney.

King has long said he doesn't want to be tied to any party, though he caucuses with Democrats. That has served him well in a state where independents used to represent the largest voting bloc. In recent years, however, both major parties have overtaken unenrolled voters in sheer numbers.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/maine-senate-king-election-2024-c3bd3290c09ad30b74e0c313650b2239



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    AP Race Call: Democrat Val Hoyle wins reelection to U.S. House in Oregon's 4th Congressional District | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



AP Race Call: Democrat Val Hoyle wins reelection to U.S. House in Oregon's 4th Congressional District

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/race-call-hoyle-wins-oregon-u-s-house-district-912998e44aa54be5aef4293c5d5d5ffa



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    50 European leaders assess how Trump will affect their fortunes and seek a common stance on Russia | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



50 European leaders assess how Trump will affect their fortunes and seek a common stance on Russia

    50 European leaders assess how Trump will affect their fortunes and seek a common stance on Russia

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 10 | 
            Arriving for a summit of European leaders in the Hungarian capital, Budapest, NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte said he was looking forward to working with U.S. President-elect Donald Trump again, crediting him for the "success" of raising GDP contributions to the alliance to an average of more than 2%. (AP video by Mark Carlson and Bela Szandelszky)
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            Hungary's Prime Minister Viktor Orban waits for the arrival of leaders for the European Political Community (EPC) Summit at the Puskas Arena in Budapest, Hungary, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte speaks with the media as he arrives for the European Political Community (EPC) Summit at the Puskas Arena in Budapest, Hungary, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr Josek)
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                                    Arriving for a summit of European leaders in the Hungarian capital, Budapest, NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte said he was looking forward to working with U.S. President-elect Donald Trump again, crediting him for the "success" of raising GDP contributions to the alliance to an average of more than 2%. (AP video by Mark Carlson and Bela Szandelszky)
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                                        BUDAPEST, Hungary (AP) -- Around 50 European leaders on Thursday called for a stronger defense posture across the continent that no longer necessitates a fundamental dependence on Washington as they gave a guarded welcome to incoming U.S. President Donald Trump. 
The European Political Community summit on Thursday in Hungary's capital Budapest reassessed trans-Atlantic relations in the hope that Donald Trump's second U.S. presidency will avoid the strife of his first administration.
"He was elected by the American people. He will defend the American interests," French President Emmanuel Macron told the other leaders, adding that it was not the role of European Union leaders to "comment on the election ... to wonder if it is good or not." 
"The question is whether we are willing to defend the European interest. It is the only question. It is our priority," Macron said. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: 50 European leaders assess how Trump will affect their fortunes and seek a common stance on Russia
    

    
    
    European leaders are reassessing their trans-Atlantic relations following Donald Trump's U.S. presidency win. AP correspondent Donna Warder reports.

    


    


Time and again, leaders stepped up to say European defense efforts should be increased. 
During his first 2017-2021 presidency, Trump strongly pushed the European NATO allies to spend more on defense, up to and beyond 2% of gross domestic product, and to be less reliant on U.S. military cover. That point has totally sunk in.




"He was the one in NATO who stimulated us to move over the 2%. And now, also thanks to him, NATO, if you take out the numbers of the U.S., is above the 2%," NATO chief Mark Rutte said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Charles Michel, the council president of the 27-nation EU, agreed that the continent needed to become less reliant on the United States.
"We have to be more masters of our destiny," he said. "Not because of Donald Trump or Kamala Harris, but because of our children."
Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis said it was "time to wake up from our geopolitical naivete and to realize that we need to commit additional resources in order to be able to address major challenges. It is a (question of) competitiveness and a European defense." 

    


During his election campaign, Trump threatened anything from a trade war with Europe to a withdrawal from NATO commitments and a fundamental shift of support for Ukraine in its war with Russia -- all issues that could have groundbreaking consequences for nations across Europe. 
"Of course he said a lot of things during the campaign," said Dutch Prime Minister Dick Schoof, adding they won't all be appearing in his official policies. "Transatlantic cooperation is of the utmost importance both for the U.S. and European interests."
For now, European leaders hope a new beginning holds the promise of smoother relations. 
Rutte, who was Dutch prime minister during Trump's first presidency, said, "I worked with him very well for four years. He is extremely clear about what he wants. He understands that you have to deal with each other to come to joint positions. And I think we can do that."
And Rutte insisted that the challenges posed by Russia in Ukraine affected both sides of the Atlantic. 
"Russia is delivering the latest technology into North Korea in return for North Korean help with the war against Ukraine. And this is a threat not only to the European part of NATO, but also to the U.S. mainland," he said as he arrived at the summit. 

    


During the campaign, Trump said if he were reelected, he would end the war in Ukraine, now well into its third year, in a single day. Ukraine and many of its European backers fear that this means a peace on terms favorable to Russian President Vladimir Putin and involving the surrender of territory.
European allies in NATO hope to convince Trump that if he helps to negotiate any peace, it should be done from a position of strength, for both Ukraine and the U.S. 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, who spoke to Trump last night by phone, told reporters in Budapest that Europe and the U.S. need each other to remain strong. 
"It was a good, productive conversation. Of course, we cannot yet know what his specific actions will be. But we hope that America will become stronger. This is the kind of America Europe needs. And a strong Europe is what America needs. This is the bond between allies that should be valued and must not be lost," he said.

    


Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban, the summit's host and an ardent Trump fan, said early Thursday that he already had a phone call with the incoming president overnight, announcing, "We have big plans for the future!"
So did hard-right Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, who lauded the "deep and historic strategic partnership that has always tied Rome and Washington."
That partnership came under constant pressure during Trump's first term. Trump's administration slapped tariffs on EU steel and aluminum in 2018, based on the claim that foreign products, even if produced by American allies, were a threat to U.S. national security. Europeans and other allies retaliated with duties on U.S.-made motorcycles, bourbon, peanut butter and jeans, among other items.

    


Further compounding an already complicated situation in Europe, Germany -- the continent's troubled economic juggernaut -- sank into political crisis after German Chancellor Olaf Scholz fired his finance minister, causing his governing coalition to collapse. Scholz, who remained in Berlin instead of joining the summit in Budapest, will now lead a minority government. 

The turmoil raises the specter of an election in a few months and yet another standoff between the emboldened hard right and the establishment parties in Europe.
Those two combined "adds even more pepper and salt to this situation," Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk said. 
___
Lorne Cook contributed to this report from Brussels.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/eu-summit-trump-ukraine-elections-germany-2b11d3dc3eedebe7f37d6c4c4d9792f8
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            FILE - Mexico's President-elect Claudia Sheinbaum and outgoing President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador attend an anniversary event at the Zocalo in Mexico City, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano, File)
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            Security agents and experts work the scene where a car bomb exploded near a police station, in Acambaro, Guanajuato state, Mexico, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Armando Solis)
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            FILE - President Claudia Sheinbaum holds hands with outgoing President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador after taking the oath of office in the lower chamber of Congress, in Mexico City, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo, File)
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            Backdropped the Tajumulco volcano, migrants walk along the Huixtla highway, in southern Mexico, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, hoping to reach the country's northern border and ultimately the United States. (AP Photo/Moises Castillo)
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            Los Angeles Police Department K9 dog Queza, jumps on top of bricks of cocaine after federal, local, and international officials announced federal charges and arrests of alleged members of a transnational drug trafficking operation that routinely shipped hundreds of kilograms of cocaine from Colombia, through Mexico and Southern California, to Canada and other locations in the United States at a news conference at the FBI offices in Los Angeles, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- For the last six years, Mexico bragged about its oft-questioned "hugs, not bullets" strategy, in which its leaders avoided confrontations with drug cartels that were gradually taking control of large parts of the country. The thinking was that social programs, not shootouts, would gradually drain the pool of cartel gunmen.
Now, a month into the term of new President Claudia Sheinbaum, a string of bloody confrontations suggests the government is quietly abandoning the "no bullets" part of that strategy and is much more willing to use the full force of the military and the militarized National Guard.
But the challenge Mexico now faces is different from that during the country's 2006-2012 drug war. Cartels today are more diversified, more deeply entrenched in migrant smuggling and more willing to use foreign recruits and adolescents to fill their ranks. 

    


All of that has led to a string of violent clashes in which security forces who shoot at suspected drug cartel convoys wind up killing bystanders and migrants, and reporting lopsided death tolls in which soldiers aren't harmed but most of the suspects are wiped out.




Sheinbaum has studiously avoided using the "hugs, not bullets" slogan popularized by her predecessor and mentor, former President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador, who left office on Sept. 30. She has, after all, pledged to continue each and every one of Lopez Obrador's policies. Her office did not respond to a request for comment.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
But Sheinbaum has had to perform some verbal gymnastics to avoid disowning the policy entirely.
"Clearly, it isn't a question of hugs for criminals, nobody has ever said that," Sheinbaum said soon after taking office. The hugs, she said, were meant for impoverished youths, to avoid having them recruited as cartel gunmen.
"There are traces of a change in tone toward organized crime, but it's too early to call," said Falko Ernst, a security analyst. "It seems unlikely that the Sheinbaum administration would risk a politically inconvenient, steady stream of violent imagery by betting on wholesale balazos (bullets)-only strategy," but there may be more willingness to confront "the most overt and brazen displays of power" by the cartels.

    


But it is hard to imagine Sheinbaum issuing public praise for drug lords for behaving themselves, or saying -- as Lopez Obrador did -- that she will "tell on them to their fathers and grandfathers" if they cause too much violence.
She has also been unwilling to tolerate criminals taking police and soldiers hostage, or to crow about reductions in Mexico's "lethality index" -- the measure of suspects killed, wounded or taken into custody, versus casualties on the law enforcement side -- the way her predecessor did.
Lopez Obrador famously called off the 2019 arrest of drug lord Ovidio Guzman, and ordered his release, after his Sinaloa cartel threatened to plunge the northern city of Culiacan into chaos to win his freedom. Lopez Obrador said he made the decision to avoid bloodshed.
Sheinbaum's administration has been a tad different. On her first day in office, soldiers in the southern state of Chiapas opened fire on a truck that "looked like one used by criminal groups." But after shooting up the truck, they found only migrants, six of whom were killed and 10 wounded.

    


Ten days later, army and National Guard troops killed three innocent bystanders as they were pursuing suspected gunmen. And this weekend, the National Guard opened fire on a truck carrying migrants, killing two Colombians and wounding at least four.
Then there are the lopsided death tolls: Lopez Obrador always criticized previous administrations for shootouts in which all the suspects were killed, and very few were taken alive. But in Sheinbaum's third week in office, soldiers in Sinaloa killed 19 drug cartel suspects and arrested one in a confrontation, but suffered not a scratch themselves.
And toward the end of her first month in office, soldiers pursuing cartel gunmen who had killed two local policemen killed 17 of them but lost no soldiers. Most of the dead, and 10 of the 15 gunmen arrested in the confrontation, were Guatemalan.

    


"The hugs not bullets strategy ended some time ago," said security analyst David Saucedo, pointing to an increased number of high-level drug arrests and extraditions of suspects. "The U.S. government pressured Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador to resume the capture of high-level drug lords."
One of the key differences Sheinbaum faces is that Mexican cartels have gotten involved in the lucrative trade of smuggling migrants from far-away countries. 
In the old days, the cartels took a cut from smugglers moving Central Americans, who used to make up the vast majority of those crossing Mexico to reach the United States. Those migrants paid hundreds or a few thousand dollars apiece.

    


Since smugglers opened up a new route through the Darien Gap, people from farther away have been crossing Mexico, and they can pay far higher smuggling fees.
Simultaneously, an immigration crackdown in the U.S. and Mexico has meant a significant number of Central and South Americans now have no avenue to get into the United States, said military analyst Juan Ibarrola, noting, "It is big business, and it is a far more profitable business than drugs."
Ibarrola claims the cartels are now using migrants both as human shields, and sometimes as cannon fodder for their squads of hitmen.
"The recruitment of larger batches of foreign fighters is yet another sign of the gradual deepening of Mexico's armed conflicts," said Ernst. "Left unchecked -- much like the employment of homemade explosive devices -- it's a trend that's been allowed to expand."
Expand is exactly what the cartels did during Lopez Obrador's six-year term from late 2018 to 2024.
"For six years we were ruled by the policies of a president who did not understand, or who did not realize, that the worst thing he could have done, the worst error he could have made, was not to use legal force against criminal violence," said Ibarrola, who is convinced the policy has now changed.
The other problem Sheinbaum faces is the result of her determination to continue with Lopez Obrador's strategy of militarizing Mexican law enforcement -- essentially giving soldiers a task they weren't trained to do. 
Together with the mix of migrants and drug traffickers, it seems almost a certain recipe for more deaths of innocent bystanders.

"It is a fact that the National Guard does not correctly apply the rules of engagement on the use of force," said Saucedo. "They tend to open fire before investigating or trying to detain criminal suspects."
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            Germany's coalition government collapsed dramatically last night after Chancellor Olaf Scholz fired his Finance Minister, leader of the pro-business Free Democrats. The end of the three-party coalition leading Europe's largest economy followed a marathon of crisis meetings that have lasted for weeks. (AP video by David Keyton)
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            German Chancellor Olaf Scholz leaves Bellevue Palace in Berlin Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (Kay Nietfeld/dpa via AP)
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            Christian Lindner , former Federal Minister of Finance, Marco Buschmann, former Federal Minister of Justice, Bettina Stark-Watzinger former Federal Minister of Education and Research, Volker Wissing, Federal Minister of Digital Affairs and Transport and Joerg Kukies (SPD), new Federal Minister of Finance, from left, stand together, as German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, right, looks on in the Bellevue Palace in Berlin, Germany, Thursday, Nov.7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)
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            Parts of the Reichstag building with the Bundestag and the Paul Lobe House in Berlin's government district are reflected in the Spree at night, early Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (Kay Nietfeld/dpa via AP)
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            Christian Lindner, center, outgoing Federal Minister of Finance, speaks during a press conference at the FDP party headquarters, in Berlin, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (Christoph Soeder/dpa via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 12 | 
            Germany's Federal President Frank-Walter Steinmeier, center, presents Christian Lindner, former Federal Minister of Finance, right, with his certificate of dismissal with German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, at left, at Bellevue Palace, in Berlin, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (Kay Nietfeld/dpa via AP)
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            German Chancellor Olaf Scholz leaves Bellevue Palace in Berlin Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (Kay Nietfeld/dpa via AP)
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            Christian Lindner , former Federal Minister of Finance, Marco Buschmann, former Federal Minister of Justice, Bettina Stark-Watzinger former Federal Minister of Education and Research, Volker Wissing, Federal Minister of Digital Affairs and Transport and Joerg Kukies (SPD), new Federal Minister of Finance, from left, stand together, as German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, right, looks on in the Bellevue Palace in Berlin, Germany, Thursday, Nov.7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)
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            Parts of the Reichstag building with the Bundestag and the Paul Lobe House in Berlin's government district are reflected in the Spree at night, early Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (Kay Nietfeld/dpa via AP)
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- After Germany's government coalition collapsed in a dramatic fashion when Chancellor Olaf Scholz fired Finance Minister Christian Lindner of the pro-business Free Democrats, Scholz said he would lead the country with a minority government, despite calls from opposition leaders on Thursday for early elections.
The chancellor said the minority government would be made up of his Social Democrats and the Greens until early next year -- even as the leader of the biggest opposition bloc in parliament, Friedrich Merz from the center-right Christian Democrats, called for an immediate no-confidence vote and new elections.
Scholz stressed again on Thursday, that he does not want to call a vote of confidence before Jan. 15.
"The citizens will soon have the opportunity to decide anew how to proceed," the chancellor said, according to the German news agency dpa. "That is their right. I will therefore put the vote of confidence to the Bundestag at the beginning of next year."

    


A meeting with Merz and Scholz at the chancellery around noontime Thursday about a possible date for the next election ended after less than an hour with Merz leaving without commenting on the talks.




Later on Thursday, President Frank-Walter Steinmeier gave fired Finance Minister Lindner and two other Free Democrats officials who had resigned -- Research Minister Bettina Stark-Watzinger and Justice Minister Marco Buschmann -- their certificates of dismissal.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Transport Minister Volker Wissing, who is also with the Free Democrats, said that after talks with Scholz, he had decided to stay in office and instead leave the party. Scholz asked him to add the justice ministry to his portfolio. 
Steinmeier also appointed Jorg Kukies, an economic adviser to Scholz, as finance minister. Agriculture Minister Cem Ozdemir from the Greens agreed to take on the research ministry.

    


Scholz had announced late Wednesday that he would seek a vote of confidence on Jan. 15 that he said might lead to an early election, perhaps as soon as March. The vote had otherwise been due next September.
After firing his finance minister, the chancellor had accused Lindner of breaching his trust and publicly calling for a fundamentally different economic policy, including what Scholz said would be tax cuts worth billions for a few top earners while at the same time cutting pensions for all retirees. 
"That is not decent," Scholz said.
The chancellor hopes that his minority government -- Scholz's left-leaning Social Democrats with the remaining coalition partner, the environmentalist Greens -- will get the support from Merz's Christian Democrats in parliament in the coming weeks, to pass important legislation and plugging the billion-euro hole in the 2025 budget. 
However, Merz on Thursday vehemently rejected Scholz's plan to wait to hold a vote of confidence until January.
"The coalition no longer has a majority in the German Bundestag, and we therefore call on the chancellor ... to call a vote of confidence immediately, or at the latest by the beginning of next week," Merz said. 

    


"We simply cannot afford to have a government without a majority in Germany for several months now, and then campaign for several more months, and then possibly conduct coalition negotiations for several weeks," Merz added.
Since Scholz's government doesn't have a majority in parliament any longer, he would likely lose the vote. In that scenario, Germany's president could dissolve parliament within 21 days and an early election could then be held as soon as January.
"During these 21 days, we will have enough time to find out whether there are any issues that we may have to decide on together," Merz said, offering his party's cooperation with the minority government. "We are, of course, prepared to hold talks ... we are also prepared to take responsibility for our country."
Achim Wambach from the Leibniz Center for European Economic Research cast doubt that a prolonged period with a minority government would help Germany's economy get back on track.

    


"Germany's problems are too big to tolerate political gridlock," the analyst said.
"The government set out to reconcile the transformation towards climate neutrality with economic growth and social security," Wambach added. "It has not lived up to this claim. The economy is stagnating and investments are failing to materialize."
"This daunting task was compounded by geo-economic tensions: wars in Europe and the Middle East as well as economically damaging interventions through tariffs and national subsidy policies," he added. " The election of Donald Trump has exacerbated these problems. Europe must do more for its security and will have to reckon with increased tariffs."
The collapse of the coalition came after weeks of disputes among the coalition partners over ways to boost the country's ailing economy. 

Lindner's pro-business Free Democrats had rejected tax increases or changes to Germany's strict self-imposed limits on running up debt. Scholz's Social Democrats and the Greens wanted to see major state investment and rejected the Free Democrats' proposals to cut welfare programs.
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                                        JOHANNESBURG (AP) -- South Africa closed its border with Mozambique shortly after opening it on Thursday as post-election violence in the neighboring country escalated, leading to clashes between protesters and the police.
Authorities also warned South Africans to postpone non-essential visits to Mozambique. Amnesty International said on Wednesday that at least 20 people have died and hundreds more have been injured and arrested since the beginning of the protests in late October.
The border was closed this week and partially opened earlier on Thursday to allow limited movement of trucks and vehicles stuck there, but the decision was quickly reversed.
Protesters in Mozambique, organized by opposition leaders and their supporters disputing the outcome of the Oct. 9 elections that saw the ruling Frelimo party extend its 49-year rule. Police have reportedly fired teargas to disperse protesters in the capital of Maputo.

    


Videos on social media sites belonging to opposition leader Venancio Mondlane show scores of young people marching toward Maputo and barricading streets with rocks and burning tires. 




Mondlane, who came in second in the presidential election with 20% of the vote, has reportedly fled the country after two of his aides were killed before the results were announced.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


South Africa's Border Management Agency said it closed its side of the border after 15 employees from the Mozambican border post crossed over seeking refuge and protection.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"They say that the protesters are on the way and have just passed the area where they process the trucks and some of the travelers. They looted everything there, they took computers and they looted the trucks, the situation is just bad," said agency commissioner Mike Masiapato.
South Africa's international relations minister, Ronald Lamola, called for calm and an end to the violence.
"South Africa expresses concern at the outbreak of incidents of post-electoral violence and regrets the loss of lives and destruction of property," Lamola said.

    


Internet services in Mozambique have been disrupted since last Friday.
The opposition has accused the ruling Frelimo of rigging the election in favor of its presidential candidate Daniel Chapo, who was declared the winner with more than 70% of the votes by the national Mozambique Electoral Commission.
While the commission declares the results, it is up to the Constitution Council to verify them and deal with any outstanding disputes, including those lodged by opposition parties Renamo and Podemos.

Mozambique authorities threatened this week to unleash the army to quell the protests, accusing the demonstrators of trying to overthrow a democratically elected government. Human rights groups have describes the government's handling of the protests as the worst crackdown in years.
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- Germany's federal prosecutor office said it arrested an American citizen on Thursday who allegedly spied for China.
The office said that the suspect, who was only identified as Martin D., was arrested in Frankfurt and that his home was being searched.
The accused, who until recently worked for the U.S. Armed Forces in Germany, is strongly suspected of having agreed to act as an intelligence agent for a foreign secret service, the statement said.
Earlier this year, he contacted Chinese government agencies and offered to transmit sensitive information from the U.S. military to a Chinese intelligence service, according to an investigation by Germany's domestic intelligence service.
He had obtained the information in question in the course of his work in the U.S. army, the prosecutor's statement said, without giving any further information.

    


German news agency dpa reported it appeared the suspect had not managed to transfer any data to Chinese authorities before the arrest. 
German investigators have exposed several people suspected of spying for China this year. 
Last month, German authorities arrested a Chinese national accused of passing information on a major air freight hub to a man who is suspected of spying for China.




And in April, a man who worked for a prominent German far-right lawmaker in the European Parliament was arrested on suspicion of spying for China. 

News of that arrest came a day after three Germans suspected of spying for China and arranging to transfer information on technology with potential military uses were arrested in a separate case.
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol denied wrongdoing on Thursday in a burgeoning influence-peddling scandal involving him and his wife that is severely hurting his approval ratings and providing political munition to his rivals.
The political firestorm coincides with South Korea facing a slew of critical foreign policy issues, such as Donald Trump's election win to become the next president of the United States and North Korea's reported entry into the Russia-Ukraine war.
The scandal centers around allegations that Yoon and first lady Kim Keon Hee exerted inappropriate influence on the conservative ruling People Power Party to pick a certain candidate to run for a parliamentary by-election in 2022 at the request of Myung Tae-kyun, an election broker and founder of a polling agency who conducted free opinion surveys for Yoon before he became president.

    


For weeks, the scandal has been making headlines in South Korea as Myung's leaked phone conversations show he boasted of his influence over the presidential couple and other top ruling party officials.
Asked about his ties with Myung during a news conference Thursday, Yoon said, "I didn't do anything inappropriate and have nothing to hide regarding Myung Tae-kyun." 




Yoon said he has never meddled in any candidate nomination process at the PPP, and had never asked Myung to carry out surveys for him, though he acknowledged that Myung gave him some sort of help during his presidential primary campaign in 2021.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The main liberal opposition Democratic Party said Yoon's response only showed his "arrogance" and "self-righteousness." The party earlier demanded Yoon apologize, reshuffle top officials and accept an independent investigation into his wife. 
The Democratic Party recently shared what it said was an audio file of phone calls between Yoon and Myung on May 9, 2022 -- a day before Yoon took office for a single five-year term. The opposition party alleges that the conversation proves Yoon provided Myung with political favors in return for free surveys. 

    


In the audio file, Yoon can be heard telling Myung that he asked a PPP committee to pick senior party member Kim Young-sun to run for one of the parliamentary by-elections the following month. Kim Young-sun eventually obtained the party's nomination and won the election. 
In the file, Myung is heard saying, "I really won't forget this favor for my entire life. Thank you!"
South Korea's election law bars public servants, including the president, from interfering in elections, but applies no such restrictions to a president-elect, so it's unclear whether Yoon violated the law. 
Recent surveys showed Yoon's approval rating has fallen below 20% for the first time since his inauguration. Kim Keon Hee has been grappling with other scandals, such as spy camera footage purportedly showing her accepting a luxury bag as a gift from a pastor.
Yoon apologized for causing public concerns about him and his wife, but stressed that many of the allegations raised were not consistent with the facts.

    


Some ruling party lawmakers have accused the Democratic Party of deliberately ramping up political attacks on Yoon and his wife in an effort to rescue its embattled leader, Lee Jae-myung, from legal troubles.
Lee, a firebrand lawmaker who narrowly lost to Yoon in the 2022 presidential election, is undergoing four separate trials over corruption and various other allegations. The first two district court rulings on Lee over his election law violation and perjury charges are set for Nov. 15 and Nov. 25. 
Either a prison sentence or a fine of more than 1 million won ($750) in the election law case would unseat Lee as a lawmaker and disqualify him from running in elections for five years, although he is likely to appeal any guilty verdict. 
Surveys show Lee is the early favorite for the 2027 presidential race to succeed Yoon.
On foreign policy, Yoon -- who has worked closely with Washington and Tokyo to solidify security cooperation in the face of North Korean threats -- expressed optimism that the three-way partnership will continue to expand under Trump's government. He said he wants to meet Trump and new Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba soon to coordinate policies.

    


During his previous presidency, Trump engaged in highly orchestrated nuclear summits with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un. Yoon noted that North Korea's arsenal has significantly advanced since Trump's diplomacy with Kim collapsed in 2019.
Yoon said Trump "will be receiving comprehensive reports very soon about how North Korea's nuclear technologies and capabilities have changed since then."
"After he receives these reports, I think we can have more meaningful and in-depth discussions when we have the opportunity to meet," Yoon said.
When asked about concerns that Trump's "America first" approach would damage South Korean interests in trade through increased tariffs and other measures, Yoon said Seoul was making "multifaceted efforts to minimize the losses to our people's economy."

    


"Things can't be exactly the same as they were during the Biden administration," he said, "but we have been preparing to hedge these risks for a long time."
Earlier Thursday, Yoon had a telephone call with Trump, congratulating him on his election win and discussing strengthening bilateral cooperation. The two agreed to arrange an in-person meeting soon, according to Yoon's office. 
Prospects for South Korea-U.S. relations under Trump "could depend on whether Yoon is able to strike up positive chemistry with Trump immediately during the transition and foster a close personal friendship to convince him to want to support and advance Seoul's interests," said Duyeon Kim, a senior analyst at the Center for a New American Security in Washington.

"This might be the only way to avert devastating consequences and surprises in the alliance relationship -- including South Korean questions about Washington's defense commitment -- that we currently assume would happen based on Trump's harsh rhetoric against allies and transactional style," she said.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/south-korea-yoon-wife-scandal-ba065a2f07d5fc4a63fe0e4d36de12f6
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                    A giant banner reads "Free Palestine" is seen before the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Paris Saint Germain and Atletico Madrid at the Parc des Princes stadium in Paris, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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                                        A giant "Free Palestine" banner unvelied at Paris Saint-Germain's Champions League match against Atletico Madrid was "unacceptable," French Interior Minister Bruno Retailleau said on Thursday.
The banner unfurled by PSG fans on Wednesday night featured a drawing of a map including Israel, the West Bank and Gaza in the colors of the Palestinian keffiyeh scarf, which has become a symbol of support for Palestinian people.
Also on the banner were a character looking like a masked fighter, a tank and a Lebanon flag.
"War on the pitch, but peace in the world," a message read below the banner.
Asked whether the club should be punished, Retailleau told Sud Radio he does not rule out anything and will ask for explanations from PSG, which has been owned by Qatar Sports Investments since 2011.
"This is unacceptable," Retailleau said. "UEFA rules forbid political messages, and it is a political message."

    


Yonathan Arfi, the president of the Representative Council of the French Jewish institutions said the banner was "scandalous."
"A map where the state of Israel no longer exists. A masked Palestinian fighter. This is not a message of peace but a call to hatred," he wrote on X. "The perpetrators of this banner must be punished! Intolerable!"




UEFA rules ban the use of gestures, words, objects or any other means to transmit a provocative message that is judged not fit for a sports event, particularly provocative messages that are of a political, ideological, religious or offensive nature. Financial penalties are typical for a first offense -- 10,000 euros ($10,700) for a political banner or disturbances. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Retailleau also urged clubs to ensure politics "do not spoil sport, which must always remain a unifying force." Writing on X, he said if such incidents happen again he would have to consider banning tifos of clubs which don't abide by the rules.

    


The incident came before France hosts Israel on Nov. 14 in the Nations League. This week, pro-Palestinian supporters protested at the French Football Federation to call for the cancellation of the game.
French authorities confirmed last month that the match would go ahead with fans allowed in the stadium after Italy hosted Israel in the same competition without incident despite security concerns.

The match at the Stade de France will be played against the backdrop of the ongoing conflict in the Middle East which has spread to Lebanon after more than a year-long war in Gaza.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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            Philippine forces practised retaking an island in the South China Sea Wednesday in the first such combat exercise in the disputed waters as Chinese navy ships kept watch from a distance, the Philippine military chief said. (AP/ Aaron Favila)
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            Philippine Navy Fast Attack Interdiction Craft Lolinato To-Ong passes by a Chinese Navy ship during a Philippine military multi-service joint exercise on Wednesday Nov. 6, 2024 at Loaita island locally called Kota island at the disputed South China Sea, Philippines. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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            Philippine Navy Fast Attack Interdiction Craft Domingo Deluana passes by a Chinese Navy ship during a Philippine military multi-service joint exercise on Wednesday Nov. 6, 2024 at Loaita island locally called Kota island at the disputed South China Sea, Philippines. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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            A Philippine Air Force plane drops supplies as troopers seize an island from foreign forces during a Philippine military multi-service joint exercise on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, on Loaita island locally called Kota island at the disputed South China Sea, Philippines. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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            Philippine troopers seize an island from foreign forces during a Philippine military multi-service joint exercise on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, on Loaita island locally called Kota island at the disputed South China Sea, Philippines. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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            Philippine Navy Fast Attack Interdiction Craft performs maneuvres during a Philippine military multi-service joint exercise on Wednesday Nov. 6, 2024 at Loaita island locally called Kota island at the disputed South China Sea, Philippines. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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            Philippine Military Chief Romeo Brawner Jr. observes as Philippine forces try to seize an island from foreigners during a Philippine military multi-service joint exercise on Wednesday Nov. 6, 2024 at Loaita island locally called Kota island at the disputed South China Sea, Philippines. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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            Philippine Military Chief Romeo Brawner Jr. observes as Philippine forces try to seize an island from foreigners during a Philippine military multi-service joint exercise on Wednesday Nov. 6, 2024 at Loaita island locally called Kota island at the disputed South China Sea, Philippines. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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            A Philippine Air Force plane drops supplies as troopers seize an island from foreign forces during a Philippine military multi-service joint exercise on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, on Loaita island locally called Kota island at the disputed South China Sea, Philippines. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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            Philippine Navy Ship Ramon Alcaraz PS16 deploy rubber boats as they prepare to seize an island from foreign forces during a Philippine military multi-service joint exercise on Wednesday Nov. 6, 2024 at Loaita island locally called Kota island at the disputed South China Sea, Philippines. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 10

                                    
                                    A Philippine Air Force plane drops supplies as troopers seize an island from foreign forces during a Philippine military multi-service joint exercise on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, on Loaita island locally called Kota island at the disputed South China Sea, Philippines. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 10 | 
            Philippine troopers seize an island from foreign forces during a Philippine military multi-service joint exercise on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, on Loaita island locally called Kota island at the disputed South China Sea, Philippines. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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            A Philippine Air Force plane drops supplies as troopers seize an island from foreign forces during a Philippine military multi-service joint exercise on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, on Loaita island locally called Kota island at the disputed South China Sea, Philippines. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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                                    A Philippine Air Force plane drops supplies as troopers seize an island from foreign forces during a Philippine military multi-service joint exercise on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, on Loaita island locally called Kota island at the disputed South China Sea, Philippines. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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            Philippine Navy Ship Ramon Alcaraz PS16 deploy rubber boats as they prepare to seize an island from foreign forces during a Philippine military multi-service joint exercise on Wednesday Nov. 6, 2024 at Loaita island locally called Kota island at the disputed South China Sea, Philippines. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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                                        THITU ISLAND, South China Sea (AP) -- Philippine forces practised retaking an island in the South China Sea Wednesday in the first such combat exercise in the disputed waters as Chinese navy ships kept watch from a distance, the Philippine military chief said.
Gen. Romeo Brawner Jr., who witnessed the drills from a navy frigate, said the exercise underscored the readiness of Filipino forces to defend the country's sovereignty at all costs.
"We are warning our neighbors or whoever or any external forces that we are capable of defending our islands," Brawner told a small group of journalists invited to the exercises, including The Associated Press.
There were no immediate comments from Chinese officials, but they have opposed past war drills in the South China Sea, which Beijing claims virtually in its entirety. 
The long-seething territorial disputes that also involve other claimants are a delicate fault line in the U.S.-China rivalry in Asia and likely will remain a major foreign policy concern for the next American president.

    


China has rapidly expanded its military and become increasingly assertive in pursuing territorial claims in the South China Sea. The tensions have led to more frequent confrontations, primarily with the Philippines and Vietnam, though the Chinese coast guard has had recent territorial tiffs with Indonesia and Malaysia.




In the drills, a Philippine navy frigate approached Loaita Island, which the Philippines calls Kota Island, while four speedboats with marines and navy sailors landed on its beach. A Philippine air force aircraft later dropped food and other supplies to the forces that retook the island.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Brawner said Chinese navy ships observing from a distance "added realism to the exercise."
The U.S. has been regarded as a crucial counterweight to China and has supported the Philippines as it faces Chinese aggression.

    


Washington's backing for unhindered access to the South China Sea, a key global trade and security route, would likely remain a priority for whoever wins the presidential election, Philippine Ambassador to Washington Jose Manuel Romualdez said.

The outgoing Biden administration has moved to strengthen an arc of military alliances in the Indo-Pacific to better counter China, including in any future confrontation over Taiwan. America's moves dovetail with Philippine efforts to shore up its territorial defense following its increasingly hostile territorial spats with China that started last year.
___
Gomez reported from Manila. Associated Press video journalist Joeal Calupitan contributed to this report. 
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            FILE - Former Mayor of New York Rudy Giuliani leaves the federal courthouse in Washington, Dec. 15, 2023. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)
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            Rudy Giuliani's apartment in the Manhattan borough of New York City is seen, Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/David Martin)
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            Rudy Giuliani arrives to attend a watch party for Republican Presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at the Palm Beach County Convention Center during an election night watch party, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


NEW YORK (AP) -- Rudy Giuliani will appear in a New York City courtroom on Thursday to explain to a federal judge why he hasn't surrendered his valuables as part of a $148 million defamation judgment.
U.S. District Judge Lewis Liman ordered the former New York City mayor to report to court after lawyers for the two former Georgia election workers who were awarded the massive judgment visited Giuliani's Manhattan apartment last week only to discover it had been cleared out weeks earlier.
The judge had set an Oct. 29 deadline for the longtime ally of once-and-future President Donald Trump to surrender many of his possessions to lawyers for Ruby Freeman and her daughter, Wandrea "Shaye" Moss.
The possessions include his $5 million Upper East Side apartment, a 1980 Mercedes once owned by movie star Lauren Bacall, a shirt signed by New York Yankees legend Joe DiMaggio, dozens of luxury watches and other valuables. 

    


Liman originally scheduled a phone conference about the situation, but he changed it to a hearing in Manhattan federal court that Giuliani must attend after the judge learned about the visit to the former mayor's apartment.




Aaron Nathan, an attorney for the election workers, wrote in a letter to Liman that the residence was already "substantially empty" when representatives for his clients visited with a moving company official to assess the transportation and storage needs for the property Giuliani was ordered to surrender.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
He said the group was told most of the apartment's contents, including art, sports memorabilia and other valuables, had been moved out about four weeks prior -- some of it placed in storage on Long Island.
Representatives for Giuliani did not respond to an email Wednesday seeking comment. 
They have so far argued unsuccessfully that Giuliani should not be forced to turn over his belongings while he appeals the judgment.

    


Liman also denied a request from Giuliani's legal team to postpone Thursday's court appearance to next week or hold it by phone, as originally planned.
A Giuliani spokesperson, meanwhile, dismissed the legal wrangling as intimidation tactics.
"Opposing counsel, acting either negligently or deliberately in a deceptive manner, are simply attempting to further bully and intimidate Mayor Giuliani until he is rendered penniless and homeless," Ted Goodman, his spokesperson, said earlier this week. 
Giuliani was found liable for defamation for falsely accusing Freeman and Moss of ballot fraud as he pushed Trump's unsubstantiated election fraud allegations during the 2020 campaign. 

The women said they faced death threats after Giuliani accused the two of sneaking in ballots in suitcases, counting ballots multiple times and tampering with voting machines.
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            A billboard that displays a photo of U.S. President-elect Donald Trump and reads "Congratulations! Trump, make Israel great" is projected a day after the U.S. election, in Tel Aviv, Israel, on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Oded Balilty)
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            2 of 29 | 
            A woman looks at a mobile phone in front of a large banner that reads "Republicans for Freedom" showing U.S. President-elect Donald Trump on the building of a political party in Bucharest, Romania, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            Students of Gurukul School of Art paint portraits of U.S. President-elect Donald Trump in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Indian people watch as Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump makes a speech, in Guwahati, India, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            Chinese state media evening news reports on Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump on a outdoor screen in Beijing, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            The colors of the U.S. flag illuminate honoring U.S. President-elect Donald Trump at the Palace of the Republic in the Bosnian town of Banja Luka, 240 kms northwest of Sarajevo, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Radivoje Pavicic)
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            A screens shows live footage of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speech during a news program in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            Shamans perform a good luck ritual holding posters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris and Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, at the beach in Lima, Peru, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia)
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            Supporters of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump gather on U.S. Election Day to watch results roll in at a bar in Jerusalem, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            Political artist Kaya Mar poses with a painting of U.S. president-elect Donald Trump, outside Downing Street in London, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)
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            11 of 29 | 
            A currency trader walks by the screens showing the images of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, at a foreign exchange dealing room in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            12 of 29 | 
            A supporter of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris reacts as they watch televised reports for the 2024 U.S. presidential election during a watch party in Taipei, Taiwan, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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            13 of 29 | 
            Pedestrians pass a digital screen showing news headlines about the U.S. election, in Leicester Square, in London, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Hindu priests perform rituals during special prayers for the victory of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris in the U.S. elections at Palvancha, Telangana, India, Monday, Nov. 4, 2024. The prayers were organized by an educational foundation named after Harris' late mother Shyamala Gopalan. (AP Photo/Mahesh Kumar A.)
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            15 of 29 | 
            Traditional Russian wooden dolls, called Matryoshka, depicting Republican presidential nominee an former US President Donald Trump, center left, and Russian President Vladimir Putin are displayed for sale at a souvenir shop in St. Petersburg, Russia, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)
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            16 of 29 | 
            Supporters of U.S. Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris watch as the first results from the state of South Carolina come in during an election night watch party at the Babylon cinema in central Berlin, Germany, early Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)
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            Shamans perform a good luck ritual holding photo a poster of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, at the beach in Lima, Peru, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia)
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            People walk past a newsstand with newspapers headlining on the US election, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            Supporters of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump gather on U.S. election day to watch results roll at a bar in Jerusalem, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            20 of 29 | 
            A passerby is silhouetted as the screen shows Kyodo News reports of U.S. presidential election, Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, right, Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris seen on screen, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Tokyo.(AP Photo/Shuji Kajiyama)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            21 of 29 | 
            Artist Upali Dias holds a sculpture of US Vice President Kamala Harris in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Eranga Jayawardena)
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            22 of 29 | 
            People in a London pub follow the news on TV screens about the U.S. election, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Frank Augstein)
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            Art teacher Prithviraj Kambli paints posters of US Vice President Kamala Harris and former US President Donald Trump outside his school in Mumbai, India, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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            24 of 29 | 
            Supporters of U.S. Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris attend the U.S. presidential election night party of the Democrats Abroad while surrounding the cutouts of her and vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz at the Babylon cinema in central Berlin, Germany, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)
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            A Russian serviceman walks past face masks depicting Donald Trump and Vladimir Putin hanging among others for sale at a souvenir shop in St. Petersburg, Russia, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)
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            26 of 29 | 
            A supporter of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris looks at U.S. presidential election results, during an election night party organized by Americans in Geneva, Switzerland, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (Salvatore Di Nolfi/Keystone via AP)
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            27 of 29 | 
            Bartender serves drinks with the pictures of the Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris on U.S. Election Day to customers watching results roll in at a bar in Jerusalem, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            A screen shows live footage of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speech during a news program in Nairobi, Kenya, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)
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            Customers enjoy a drink in a cafe as a television screen shows Donald Trump,Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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            A billboard that displays a photo of U.S. President-elect Donald Trump and reads "Congratulations! Trump, make Israel great" is projected a day after the U.S. election, in Tel Aviv, Israel, on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Oded Balilty)
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            A woman looks at a mobile phone in front of a large banner that reads "Republicans for Freedom" showing U.S. President-elect Donald Trump on the building of a political party in Bucharest, Romania, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            Students of Gurukul School of Art paint portraits of U.S. President-elect Donald Trump in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Indian people watch as Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump makes a speech, in Guwahati, India, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 29

                                    
                                    Indian people watch as Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump makes a speech, in Guwahati, India, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 29 | 
            Chinese state media evening news reports on Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump on a outdoor screen in Beijing, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            The colors of the U.S. flag illuminate honoring U.S. President-elect Donald Trump at the Palace of the Republic in the Bosnian town of Banja Luka, 240 kms northwest of Sarajevo, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Radivoje Pavicic)
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            A screens shows live footage of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speech during a news program in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            Shamans perform a good luck ritual holding posters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris and Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, at the beach in Lima, Peru, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia)
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            Supporters of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump gather on U.S. Election Day to watch results roll in at a bar in Jerusalem, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            Political artist Kaya Mar poses with a painting of U.S. president-elect Donald Trump, outside Downing Street in London, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)
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            A currency trader walks by the screens showing the images of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, at a foreign exchange dealing room in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            12 of 29 | 
            A supporter of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris reacts as they watch televised reports for the 2024 U.S. presidential election during a watch party in Taipei, Taiwan, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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            13 of 29 | 
            Pedestrians pass a digital screen showing news headlines about the U.S. election, in Leicester Square, in London, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Hindu priests perform rituals during special prayers for the victory of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris in the U.S. elections at Palvancha, Telangana, India, Monday, Nov. 4, 2024. The prayers were organized by an educational foundation named after Harris' late mother Shyamala Gopalan. (AP Photo/Mahesh Kumar A.)
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            15 of 29 | 
            Traditional Russian wooden dolls, called Matryoshka, depicting Republican presidential nominee an former US President Donald Trump, center left, and Russian President Vladimir Putin are displayed for sale at a souvenir shop in St. Petersburg, Russia, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)
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            16 of 29 | 
            Supporters of U.S. Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris watch as the first results from the state of South Carolina come in during an election night watch party at the Babylon cinema in central Berlin, Germany, early Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)
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            17 of 29 | 
            Shamans perform a good luck ritual holding photo a poster of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, at the beach in Lima, Peru, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia)
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            18 of 29 | 
            People walk past a newsstand with newspapers headlining on the US election, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            Supporters of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump gather on U.S. election day to watch results roll at a bar in Jerusalem, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            20 of 29 | 
            A passerby is silhouetted as the screen shows Kyodo News reports of U.S. presidential election, Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, right, Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris seen on screen, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Tokyo.(AP Photo/Shuji Kajiyama)
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            21 of 29 | 
            Artist Upali Dias holds a sculpture of US Vice President Kamala Harris in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Eranga Jayawardena)
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            22 of 29 | 
            People in a London pub follow the news on TV screens about the U.S. election, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Frank Augstein)
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            23 of 29 | 
            Art teacher Prithviraj Kambli paints posters of US Vice President Kamala Harris and former US President Donald Trump outside his school in Mumbai, India, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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            24 of 29 | 
            Supporters of U.S. Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris attend the U.S. presidential election night party of the Democrats Abroad while surrounding the cutouts of her and vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz at the Babylon cinema in central Berlin, Germany, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)
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            A Russian serviceman walks past face masks depicting Donald Trump and Vladimir Putin hanging among others for sale at a souvenir shop in St. Petersburg, Russia, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)
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            26 of 29 | 
            A supporter of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris looks at U.S. presidential election results, during an election night party organized by Americans in Geneva, Switzerland, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (Salvatore Di Nolfi/Keystone via AP)
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            27 of 29 | 
            Bartender serves drinks with the pictures of the Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris on U.S. Election Day to customers watching results roll in at a bar in Jerusalem, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            28 of 29 | 
            A screen shows live footage of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speech during a news program in Nairobi, Kenya, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)
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            29 of 29 | 
            Customers enjoy a drink in a cafe as a television screen shows Donald Trump,Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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            1 of 9 | 
            Republican incumbent Rep. Jen Kiggans, R-Va., running to represent Virginia's 2nd Congressional District in the U.S. House of Representatives, waits to go on stage and address supporters during a voting rally at Ballyhoos in Virginia Beach, Va., Monday, Nov. 4, 2024. (Kendall Warner/The Virginian-Pilot via AP)
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            Republican incumbent Rep. Jen Kiggans, R-Va., running to represent Virginia's 2nd Congressional District in the U.S. House of Representatives, speaks to a crowd of supporters during a voting rally at Ballyhoos in Virginia Beach, Va., Monday, Nov. 4, 2024. (Kendall Warner/The Virginian-Pilot via AP)
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            Missy Cotter Smasal addresses her supporters at Ballyhoos in Virginia Beach, Va., after winning the Democratic nomination in the race to represent the 2nd Congressional District in the U.S. House of Representatives, June 18, 2024. (Kendall Warner/The Virginian-Pilot via AP)
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            Supporters of Republican incumbent Rep. Jen Kiggans, R-Va., running to represent Virginia's 2nd Congressional District in the U.S. House of Representatives, fill the outdoor space at Ballyhoos in Virginia Beach, Va., during a voting rally Monday, Nov. 4, 2024. (Kendall Warner/The Virginian-Pilot via AP)
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            Missy Cotter Smasal speaks to members of the media at Ballyhoos in Virginia Beach, Va., after winning the Democratic nomination in the race to represent the 2nd Congressional District in the U.S. House of Representatives, June 18, 2024. (Kendall Warner/The Virginian-Pilot via AP)
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            FILE - Former Army officer Eugene Vindman, a Democrat running for Congress in Virginia's 7th District, is interviewed, Sept. 12, 2024, in Stafford, Va. (AP Photo/Jay Paul, File)
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            Republican congressional candidate Derrick Anderson greets supporters at an early voting station in Stafford, Va., Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. Anderson is running against Democrat Eugene Vindman in the 7th Congressional race. (AP Photo/Steve Helber)
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            FILE - Army Lt. Col. Yevgeny Vindman, sits behind his twin brother, National Security Council aide Lt. Col. Alexander Vindman, as he testifies before the House Intelligence Committee on Capitol Hill in Washington, Nov. 19, 2019. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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            Republican congressional candidate Derrick Anderson, left, talks with supporters, John Haggerty, right and his wife, Louann, at an early voting station in Stafford, Va., Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. Anderson is running against Democrat Eugene Vindman in the 7th Congressional race. (AP Photo/Steve Helber)
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            Republican incumbent Rep. Jen Kiggans, R-Va., running to represent Virginia's 2nd Congressional District in the U.S. House of Representatives, waits to go on stage and address supporters during a voting rally at Ballyhoos in Virginia Beach, Va., Monday, Nov. 4, 2024. (Kendall Warner/The Virginian-Pilot via AP)
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            Missy Cotter Smasal addresses her supporters at Ballyhoos in Virginia Beach, Va., after winning the Democratic nomination in the race to represent the 2nd Congressional District in the U.S. House of Representatives, June 18, 2024. (Kendall Warner/The Virginian-Pilot via AP)
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            Supporters of Republican incumbent Rep. Jen Kiggans, R-Va., running to represent Virginia's 2nd Congressional District in the U.S. House of Representatives, fill the outdoor space at Ballyhoos in Virginia Beach, Va., during a voting rally Monday, Nov. 4, 2024. (Kendall Warner/The Virginian-Pilot via AP)
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            Missy Cotter Smasal speaks to members of the media at Ballyhoos in Virginia Beach, Va., after winning the Democratic nomination in the race to represent the 2nd Congressional District in the U.S. House of Representatives, June 18, 2024. (Kendall Warner/The Virginian-Pilot via AP)
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            FILE - Former Army officer Eugene Vindman, a Democrat running for Congress in Virginia's 7th District, is interviewed, Sept. 12, 2024, in Stafford, Va. (AP Photo/Jay Paul, File)
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            Republican congressional candidate Derrick Anderson greets supporters at an early voting station in Stafford, Va., Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. Anderson is running against Democrat Eugene Vindman in the 7th Congressional race. (AP Photo/Steve Helber)
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            FILE - Army Lt. Col. Yevgeny Vindman, sits behind his twin brother, National Security Council aide Lt. Col. Alexander Vindman, as he testifies before the House Intelligence Committee on Capitol Hill in Washington, Nov. 19, 2019. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


RICHMOND, Va. (AP) -- Democrat Eugene Vindman won Virginia's most competitive congressional race Wednesday, defeating his opponent in a blow to the GOP's hopes of flipping the open House seat.
In Virginia's 7th District, Vindman defeated Republican Derrick Anderson by a close margin after conservatives targeted the House seat. Democratic U.S. Rep. Abigail Spanberger, the district's three-term incumbent, decided to run for governor in 2025 -- presenting an opening in the battleground district. 
"With the support of our grassroots army, we accomplished something together that many didn't think was possible," Vindman said in a statement. "It's a testament to the power of the American experience, that an immigrant who escaped a Soviet Regime and came to this great nation with less than $800 in our pockets, would now stand here as a Congressman-elect of the United States House of Representatives."

    


Anderson did not concede defeat, and his campaign issued a statement saying there are still thousands of uncounted ballots. "We want to make sure everyone's voice is heard in this extremely close race," the statement said.




The election between Vindman and Anderson quickly became one of the most competitive in the country, with Republicans hoping to make gains in districts in which they don't face an incumbent.
Vindman, despite being a political newcomer, developed a national profile after blowing the whistle alongside his brother during then-President Donald Trump's first impeachment. Vindman and his twin brother, Alex, were career military officers who raised their concerns about Trump's 2019 call to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in which Trump sought an investigation of President Joe Biden and his son, Hunter. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Vindman, a former Army officer, focused his campaign on abortion rights and the threat of MAGA extremism on democracy. Anderson, a fellow veteran and former Green Beret, pitched himself as the more affable candidate, and centered his campaign on the economy.

    


Republicans had steadily represented the district for nearly 50 years until Spanberger defeated former Republican Rep. David Brat in 2018.
Elsewhere in Virginia, voters reelected Republican U.S. Rep. Jen Kiggans in Virginia's 2nd District, defeating Democratic challenger Missy Cotter Smasal in a victory for Republicans aiming to keep the congressional seat in their battle to control the House.
Democrats had backed Smasal in hopes of reclaiming Kiggans' seat after Republicans flipped it in the 2022 midterm election.
Kiggans said in a statement Wednesday that she was honored that voters "have once again chosen commonsense conservatism to represent them in Washington."
"My priorities are unchanged: securing a strong economy, securing our southern border, ensuring our communities and families are kept safe, and providing peace through strength on the world stage," Kiggans said. 
In a statement conceding the race to Kiggans, Cotter Smasal praised her own campaign for focusing on "essential freedoms and protecting our Democracy." She said her supporters "will continue to make their voices heard."

    


Kiggans, a 53-year-old former Navy helicopter pilot, sought a second term while facing a challenge from Cotter Smasal, 46, who also served as a Navy surface warfare officer.

    
    What to know about the 2024 election:

	The latest: Kamala Harris urged supporters to accept her election loss in her concession speech Wednesday, encouraging a focus on the future.
	Balance of power: Republicans won control of the U.S. Senate, giving the GOP a major power center in Washington. Control over the House of Representatives is still up for grabs.
	AP VoteCast: Anxiety over the economy and a desire for change returned Trump to the White House. AP journalists break down the voter data.
	Voto a voto: Sigue la cobertura de AP en espanol de las elecciones en EEUU.

News outlets globally count on the AP for accurate U.S. election results. Since 1848, the AP has been calling races up and down the ballot. Support us. Donate to the AP.



    


Differences between Kiggans and Cotter Smasal mostly traced the national fault lines between the two major political parties. In a fiery October debate, the two repeatedly painted each other as ineffectual and supportive of partisan policies that would hurt the coastal district. While Cotter Smasal centered her campaign on abortion access and defending American democracy, Kiggans focused on issues such as the economy and border security.
The 2nd has traditionally been a swing district, oscillating in recent years between Republicans and Democrats who served in the Navy. For instance, former Navy SEAL Scott Taylor was a Republican who represented the district for one term before being defeated in 2018 by Democrat Elaine Luria, a former Navy commander. Luria served for two terms before she lost to Kiggans in 2022.

    


All U.S. House seats were up for election on Tuesday, including eight other districts in Virginia. Democratic Reps. Don Beyer, Gerry Connolly, Jennifer McClellan and Bobby Scott won their seats. Republican Reps. Ben Cline, Morgan Griffith and Rob Wittman also won reelection. State Sen. John McGuire also won Virginia's 5th District after narrowly defeating incumbent Rep. Bob Good by less than a percentage point in a bitter primary, which led to a recount in August.
Democrat Suhas Subramanyam defeated Republican Mike Clancy in Virginia's 10th Congressional District. Democrats sought to maintain the House seat representing a swath of northern Virginia exurbs after incumbent Rep. Jennifer Wexton said she would not run for reelection because she was diagnosed with progressive supranuclear palsy.

    


___
Barakat reported from Falls Church, Virginia, and Finley from Virginia Beach.
___

Olivia Diaz is a corps member for The Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues.
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In a story published Nov. 5, 2024, about Republican Rep. Dusty Johnson winning reelection to a U.S. House seat representing South Dakota, The Associated Press erroneously reported that Johnson served on the South Dakota Public Service Commission. It was the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission.
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            Marsha Molinari of West Hollywood, Calif., holds a cell phone at a polling place at the Connie Norman Transgender Empowerment Center on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in West Hollywood, Calif. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            A voter works on her ballot at a polling place at the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in Simi Valley, Calif. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            FILE - Neighbors and local business owners join in to support California's Proposition 36 on the November ballot at a news conference in the Venice neighborhood of Los Angeles on Monday, Sept. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, File)
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            FILE - 7-Eleven leadership and franchisees support the Yes on Prop 36 campaign outside the 7-Eleven that was robbed by about 50 juveniles in late September in Los Angeles during a news conference, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes,File)
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            FILE - Lawrence Cheng, left, whose family owns seven Wendy's locations south of Los Angeles, works with part-time employee Adriana Ruiz at his Wendy's restaurant in Fountain Valley, Calif., June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong,File)
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            FILE - Marina Maalouf, a longtime resident of Hillside Villa who participated in protests after rents doubled in 2019, stands for a photo inside her apartment building in Los Angeles on Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong,File)
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            FILE - An inmate selects the letters and numbers to be used to make a specialty license plate by Prison Industries at Folsom State Prison, May 15, 2012, in Folsom, Calif.(AP Photo/Rich Pedroncelli, File)
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            FILE - Lawrence Cheng, left, whose family owns seven Wendy's locations south of Los Angeles, works with part-time employee Adriana Ruiz at his Wendy's restaurant in Fountain Valley, Calif., June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong,File)
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            FILE - Marina Maalouf, a longtime resident of Hillside Villa who participated in protests after rents doubled in 2019, stands for a photo inside her apartment building in Los Angeles on Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong,File)
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            FILE - An inmate selects the letters and numbers to be used to make a specialty license plate by Prison Industries at Folsom State Prison, May 15, 2012, in Folsom, Calif.(AP Photo/Rich Pedroncelli, File)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) -- California voters decided on 10 ballot measures including one that would turn some nonviolent crimes, like shoplifting, into felonies again, and another that would make the state's minimum wage the highest in the nation.
Here's a look at some of the most consequential propositions put before voters:
Proposition 36
Frustrated with what they see as rampant retail crimes, voters approved an initiative making shoplifting a felony for repeat offenders again and increasing penalties for some drug charges, including those involving the synthetic opioid fentanyl. The tough-on-crime ballot measure also gives judges the authority to order people with multiple drug charges to get treatment.
The measure partly rolls back a progressive law passed by voters in 2014 that downgraded several nonviolent crimes to misdemeanors, including theft under $950 in value and some drug offenses. The reversal reflects widespread anger among voters who are increasingly pinning the blame for homelessness and retail theft on criminal justice reform and progressive district attorneys. 

    


It's hard to quantify the retail crime issue in California because of the lack of local data. But many point to videos of large groups of people stealing in plain sight, such as at a boarded-up Nike store in Los Angeles after the Dodgers won the World Series last week, as evidence of a crisis. 




Proponents said the initiative is necessary to close legal loopholes that have made it challenging for law enforcement to punish shoplifters and drug dealers.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"This is a resounding message that Californians are ready to have safer communities," said Anne Marie Schubert, co-chair of the coalition supporting the measure. 
Opponents, including Democratic state leaders and social justice groups, said it will disproportionately imprison poor people and those with substance use issues rather than target ringleaders who hire large groups of people to steal goods for resale online. The initiative will also take away drug and mental health funding that comes from savings from incarcerating fewer people.

    


"Voters wanted solutions, but they were sold a false promise," said Tinisch Hollins, executive director of the coalition that co-authored the 2014 law. "With this initiative passing and potentially threatening hundreds of millions of dollars to stabilize those programs, we're going to be a lot worse off than we were before."
Proposition 32
This would increase the minimum wage to $18 per hour by 2026, up from the current rate of $16 per hour for most people. It was too early to call as of Wednesday afternoon. 
Fast food workers already got a pay boost this year to at least $20 an hour, and some health care workers now make a minimum of $23 an hour. 
If approved, California would have the country's highest statewide minimum wage. In 2016 it became the first state to pass a $15 an hour minimum wage. About 40 cities and counties already have minimum wages higher than the statewide rate, and six of them require minimums above $18 per hour as of this year.

    


Hawaii passed a law in 2022 raising its minimum wage to $18 an hour by 2028.
Proponents of the California measure estimate that it would benefit 2 million workers including hotel and grocery employees. Opponents say it would increase costs, lead to higher taxes and push businesses to cut jobs. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 election:

	The latest: Kamala Harris urged supporters to accept her election loss in her concession speech Wednesday, encouraging a focus on the future.
	Balance of power: Republicans won control of the U.S. Senate, giving the GOP a major power center in Washington. Control over the House of Representatives is still up for grabs.
	AP VoteCast: Anxiety over the economy and a desire for change returned Trump to the White House. AP journalists break down the voter data.
	Voto a voto: Sigue la cobertura de AP en espanol de las elecciones en EEUU.

News outlets globally count on the AP for accurate U.S. election results. Since 1848, the AP has been calling races up and down the ballot. Support us. Donate to the AP.



    


Proposition 4
California voters approved a plan to borrow $10 billion for various climate programs, the state's largest investment to date in fighting climate change.
The largest chunk of the money, $3.8 billion, will go to improving drinking water systems and preparing for droughts and floods. Wildfire preparedness programs will get $1.5 billion, while $1.2 billion will be targeted to combating sea-level rise.
The rest will be divided among programs on parks and outdoor recreation; air quality; extreme heat preparedness; protecting biodiversity; and farm and ranch sustainability.
Proponents of the measure say it will help the state better prepare for a changing climate and increasing threats of wildfires, water pollution and extreme heat. 

    


"Californians are taking charge, choosing to invest in climate solutions now to protect us from fires and floods, build a more resilient future, and preserve the iconic California resources that make our state special," Liz Forsburg Pardi, California policy director at the Nature Conservancy, said in a statement.
But opponents called the bond the most expensive way to pay for programs that could have been funded through the state budget.
"California voters are rightly concerned about clean water and wildfire mitigation, but these are problems because the legislature and the governor have failed to adequately fund these important priorities in the budget, while spending (or wasting) taxpayer dollars on other things," Susan Shelley, spokesperson for Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association, said in a statement.
It will cost taxpayers about $16 billion to pay off, in annual installments of $400 million.

    


Proposition 6
This would change the state constitution to ban forced labor in any form. The constitution currently bans it except as punishment for crime. It was too early to call as of Wednesday afternoon, but neighboring Nevada passed a similar measure. 
That exemption has become a target of criminal justice advocates who are concerned about prison labor conditions. People who are incarcerated are often paid less than $1 an hour to fight fires, clean cells and do landscaping at cemeteries.
The initiative is included in a package of reparations proposals introduced by lawmakers as part of an effort to atone and offer redress for a history of racism and discrimination against Black Californians.
Several other states, including Alabama, Oregon, Tennessee and Vermont, have in recent years approved constitutional amendments removing slavery and involuntary servitude exceptions. 
___

Austin is a corps member for the Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues. Follow Austin on Twitter: @ sophieadanna
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                    FILE - The Louisiana state Capitol stands on April 4, 2023, in Baton Rouge, La. (AP Photo/Stephen Smith, File)
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                                        BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) -- Lawmakers convened at the state Capitol on Wednesday for their third special legislative session of the year, with Gov. Jeff Landry urging them to pass a sweeping tax reform package that he says would make the state more economically competitive.
With the state facing an estimated budget hole of more than $700 million next year, largely due to the expiration of a temporary 0.45% sales tax, Landry wants the GOP-dominated Legislature to revamp the tax structure, which he said has long been held together by "duct tape and bubble gum."
"This tax code is bloated, this tax code is broken, this tax code is incredibly outdated and this tax code is holding our state back," Landry told lawmakers, holding up a thick copy of the code. 
Landry framed his tax reform plan as part of a broader mandate for economic overhaul following Donald Trump's election victory.

    


Among the governor's main proposals is the flattening of income and corporate tax rates. To offset those revenue losses, Landry proposes to extend the sales tax to other services and digital goods, such as Netflix, lobbying, dog grooming and car washes. The state would also make the 0.45% sales tax permanent.




Additionally, there are plans to remove dozens of tax breaks, including for the film industry and for rehabilitating historic structures, which Landry cast as preferential treatment. There are presently 223 sales tax exemptions, said Richard Nelson, Secretary of the Department of Revenue and the architect of Landry's plans.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Supporters of the proposed reforms, which include constitutional amendments, believe they will attract business and help retain residents as Louisiana battles outward migration.
Democratic Rep. Matthew Willard, the state House minority leader, has said he is not convinced that flattening individual income taxes will improve the economic outlook and fears it will increase the deficit.

    


According to the state's Department of Revenue, Louisiana residents currently pay a 4.25% tax rate on income $50,000 and above, 3.5% on income between $12,500 and $50,000, and 1.85% on income $12,500 and below. Landry's proposal would eliminate income taxes for those making up to $12,500 and would set a flat rate of 3% for those earning more.
There are nine states that do not levy an individual income tax, among them nearby Florida, Tennessee and Texas. Landry said he hopes to put Louisiana on a path to eventually get rid of the income tax altogether. 
The vast majority of Louisianians will see significant tax cuts from the proposed changes, according to an analysis by the state legislator's longtime former chief economist and funded by a coalition of nonpartisan public policy groups. A little over 1 million households would see their state taxes reduced by 20%, it found.
The reform package would eliminate the corporate franchise tax and ultimately reduce taxes on corporate income tax to a flat rate of 3.5%. Currently, the state applies a 7.5% tax rate to corporate profits exceeding $150,000, a 5.5% rate to profits between $50,000 and $150,000, and a 3.5% rate to profits below $50,000.

    


Reducing the corporate tax rate "will be a signal to the world that Louisiana is open for business," Landry said. 
Lawmakers from both sides of the aisle also said they want to ensure that parish governments do not lose crucial revenue on as a result of the overhaul. The changes would incentivize local governments to eliminate property taxes on business inventory and end local taxes on prescription drugs and incentives.
At an Oct. 24 Senate hearing, Nelson, the Revenue secretary, said the changes would prevent citizens from being taxed for medical needs and instead shift their taxes to consumer services such as landscaping.
Not all lawmakers appeared convinced at the prospect of adding new taxes alongside income tax cuts. "My neighbors are going to crucify me" over taxes on lawn-mowing services, Republican Sen. Stewart Cathey, Jr. said at the hearing.
Other lawmakers noted that there will likely be stiff opposition from special interest groups that would lose longstanding tax breaks. And they questioned whether a special session in the aftermath of the election would allow enough time to fully process and debate massive policy changes. 


    


Landry also seeks to alter two state trust funds holding nearly $3.8 billion combined. Less money would be channeled to the state's savings account and there would be more from corporate tax and mineral revenue for lawmakers to spend, according to an analysis from the Public Affairs Research Council, a nonpartisan think tank. 
Landry's agenda for the session also listed 23 items including teacher pay and a possible reworking of the state court system. 
The legislative gathering must conclude no later than 6 p.m. on Nov. 25. 
Any proposed changes to the state constitution passed by lawmakers would have to be approved by voters in statewide elections scheduled for March. 
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            Voters line up outside the Gallatin County Courthouse on Election Day in Bozeman, Mont., on Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Tommy Martino)
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            Roe Hume, Simon Freud and Bryce Greive eat pizza while they wait to vote on Election Day at the Gallatin County Courthouse in Bozeman, Mont., on Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Tommy Martino)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


BOZEMAN, Mont. (AP) -- Stuck on a snowy sidewalk for hours after polls closed, voters in a Montana college town created an encouraging vibe as they moved slowly through a line leading to the ballot boxes inside the county courthouse.
They huddled under blankets and noshed on chips, nuts and pizza handed out by volunteers. They swayed to an impromptu street DJ, waved glow sticks and remembered a couple of truths: This is a college town and hanging out late at night for a good cause is fun -- even in the teeth-chattering cold.
R-r-r-Right?
Hardy residents of Bozeman, Montana, queued along Main Street by the hundreds on election night, with Democrats, Republicans and independents sharing a not-so-brief moment of camaraderie and warmth to close out an otherwise caustic election season.
Among them, clad in a puffy down jacket and a thin pair of gardening gloves, was Davor Danevski, a 38-year-old tech worker. By early Wednesday morning, he'd waited almost five hours.

    


"The last two elections I missed because I was living abroad in Europe. I didn't want to miss a third election," said Danevski. "Too many people don't take it as seriously as they should."




Polls closed at 8 p.m. The last ballot was cast at 4 a.m. by an undoubtedly committed voter.
The long wait traces to a clash of Montana's recent population growth and people who waited until the last minute to register to vote, change their address on file or get a replacement ballot. Many voters in the hometown of Montana State University were students.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The growth of Gallatin County -- up almost 40% since 2010 -- meant the 10 election workers crammed into an office were woefully insufficient to process all the last-minute voter registrations and changes.
"The building's just not set up ... It's not designed to hold all the people that Gallatin County has now for every election. So we need to do something about that," County Clerk Eric Semerad said of the structure built in 1935.

    


As darkness descended, flurries swirled and temperatures plunged into the 20s (minus 15 degrees Celsius), Kael Richards, a 22-year-old project engineer for a concrete company, took his place with a friend at the back of the line.
He appreciated the food and hand warmers given out before he finally cast his vote at 1 a.m. By then, he estimated, he had been lined up between seven and eight hours.
"The people down there were super nice," Richards said Wednesday. "We thought about throwing in the towel but we were pretty much at the point that we've already been here, so why not?"
The county clerk asked county emergency officials to help manage the crowd since it was snowing. They shut down a road by the courthouse and set up tents with heaters inside. "It was brilliant," Semerad said.
The line's precise length was hard to measure as it snaked along the sidewalk, into the road and through the tent. It continued up the courthouse steps, jammed through a doorway, wrapped around an open lobby, up some more stairs, between rows of glass cases filled with historic artifacts and finally into the office of late-toiling election workers.


    


In past elections, lines have gone past midnight, but never as late as Tuesday's, Semerad said. Many waiting could have stepped out of line and cast provisional ballots but chose to stick it out. 
As midnight came and went Danevski stood patiently waiting his turn to start up the courthouse steps. For him, the long hours were worth it.
"If you can, you should always try to vote," he said.
___
Gruver reported from Cheyenne, Wyoming.
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


DENVER (AP) -- A postal worker and her friend were arrested Wednesday in connection with the forging of stolen mail ballots in an alleged attempt to test the security of Colorado's voting system, according to court documents.
Mail carrier Vicki Lyn Stuart and Sally Jane Maxedon were arrested on suspicion of identity theft, attempt to influence a public servant and forgery, according to their arrest affidavits. There were no attorneys listed as representing them yet in court records. Neither has been formally charged yet.
In a statement, the office of 21st District Attorney Dan Rubinstein said its investigators began a probe on Oct. 21 after residents who never submitted a ballot or ever received a ballot in the mail were notified that their ballots were not being counted because of discrepancies with their signatures. 
Colorado overwhelmingly votes by mail, which officials tout as a safe and convenient method that avoids long lines and last-minute problems on Election Day. Ballots are mailed to voters who can either return them by mail or drop them off in ballot boxes. Election workers check the signatures on the envelopes holding mail ballots against voter signatures they have on file to ensure they are being submitted by the voter the ballot was sent to. 

    


The investigation into the stolen and forged ballots was announced by Colorado Secretary of State Jena Griswold last month. 




At the time, she said at least 12 mailed ballots were stolen in Mesa County and sent in with fraudulent votes, three of which slipped past county election officials and were counted for the election that ended Tuesday. Because ballots themselves are not signed, once they are removed from the signature envelope, there is no way to identify them.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
According to the arrest affidavits, victims are still being located and confirmed, and investigators believe there could be over 20 people whose ballots were stolen. 

Mesa County is where former county clerk Tina Peters was recently sentenced to prison for a data-breach scheme spawned from false claims about voter machine fraud in the 2020 presidential race.
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                    FILE - Moderators Martha MacCallum and Bret Baier appear before Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks during a Fox News Channel town hall in Des Moines, Iowa, Jan. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)
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    Follow live: Updates from AP's coverage of the presidential election.


    


Four years ago, Fox News precipitated an internal crisis with a bold election night call that President Joe Biden would beat Donald Trump in the crucial state of Arizona. This year illustrated the difference that four years can make.
Fox News wasn't the first network early on Wednesday to declare Trump had sealed his victory over Kamala Harris -- upstart NewsNation, conservative rival Newsmax and Scripps Networks led the way -- but its ultimate call came nearly four hours before ABC, CBS, CNN, NBC and The Associated Press made theirs.
Judging by the cheers that erupted when Fox's call was shown to the Trump faithful gathered at his West Palm Beach victory party, it was a decision that surely was received much better by its viewers than the 2020 call was.
"When you don't like how the cake tastes, you're not going to like the recipe," said Chris Stirewalt, politics editor at NewsNation. "When you like the cake, you'll love the recipe."

    


Trump, Fox can both claim comebacks on election night
Fox's Bret Baier called Trump's victory "the biggest political phoenix from the ashes story that we have ever seen," and Fox can claim a comeback of its own.
Fox's Arizona call in 2020 infuriated Trump and many of the network's viewers. While it ultimately proved correct, it set in motion furious internal second-guessing and led some Fox personalities to embrace conspiracy theories, which ultimately cost the network a staggering $787 million to settle a defamation lawsuit by Dominion Voting Systems.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
NewsNation, which used information from the elections forecasting company Decision Desk HQ, made its call at 1:22 a.m. on Wednesday. Scripps and Newsmax, which also use DDHQ, were within a minute of making the same declaration.
At about that time, Baier said that "we're not there yet," but noted there was no path to victory for Harris. Fox made its call at 1:47 a.m.
The AP called the election for Trump at 5:34 a.m. ABC, CBS, NBC, CNN and the AP all made their calls within a few moments of each other. The AP explained that its declaration that Trump had won came after awarding Wisconsin to the former president by determining that remaining uncounted votes from around the Milwaukee area would not be enough for Harris to overcome Trump's lead there.

    


For NewsNation's Stirewalt, his network's early call on Wednesday provided a rich irony. He was politics editor at Fox News in 2020 and he and a fellow executive, Bill Sammon, were essentially fired following the outcry over the Arizona call -- even though they were proven right.
"It would be easy to overstate the results and I want to be careful not to do that," he said. "I will say this, it is a victory for the way things used to be done and a personal vindication."
Letting the numbers do the talking
He said Decision Desk HQ and NewsNation let the numbers do the talking with their calls. He would not criticize rivals for waiting longer, saying it was a natural reaction to be careful in making race calls following what happened in 2020.
The happiness of some viewers at Fox's call was evident in some social media posts. Fox rejects any suggestion that its calls are politically motivated and its decision desk, led by veteran Arnon Mishkin, is widely respected in the industry. Stirewalt called Mishkin "superb" and said "it is to Fox's credit that they kept him when they didn't keep Bill Sammon and me."

    


A vigorous conservative media ecosystem has built up in recent years to compete with Fox. But the network remains king of the hill, illustrated again Wednesday by the Nielsen company's preliminary ratings of television election night coverage.

    
    What to know about the 2024 election:

	The latest: Kamala Harris urged supporters to accept her election loss in her concession speech Wednesday, encouraging a focus on the future.
	Balance of power: Republicans won control of the U.S. Senate, giving the GOP a major power center in Washington. Control over the House of Representatives is still up for grabs.
	AP VoteCast: Anxiety over the economy and a desire for change returned Trump to the White House. AP journalists break down the voter data.
	Voto a voto: Sigue la cobertura de AP en espanol de las elecciones en EEUU.

News outlets globally count on the AP for accurate U.S. election results. Since 1848, the AP has been calling races up and down the ballot. Support us. Donate to the AP.



    


Fox averaged 9.7 million viewers for its coverage in the prime-time hours, well above second-place ABC News, which had 5.7 million. Newsmax, Fox's chief rival for conservative viewers, had 947,000 viewers and NewsNation had 237,000, Nielsen said.
"I am extremely proud of our team's commitment to delivering the top reporting and analysis to the largest and most politically diverse audience in news," Fox News Media CEO Suzanne Scott said of Tuesday night's ratings, according to the network.


    


Trump's complicated relationship with the network also attests to its continued influence. The Republican candidate was a regular guest on its shows during the campaign, particularly the morning "Fox & Friends," yet also complains bitterly on social media if he doesn't like something that is said there.
___
David Bauder writes about media for the AP. Follow him at http://x.com/dbauder.
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            This image released by Netflix shows Samuel L. Jackson in a scene from "The Piano Lesson." (David Lee/Netflix via AP)
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            This image released by Netflix shows John David Washington in a scene from "The Piano Lesson." (David Lee/Netflix via AP)
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            This image released by Netflix shows John David Washington in a scene from "The Piano Lesson." (Netflix via AP)
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            This image released by Netflix shows Danielle Deadwyler, left, and John David Washington in a scene from "The Piano Lesson." (David Lee/Netflix via AP)
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            This image released by Netflix shows Corey Hawkins in a scene from "The Piano Lesson." (David Lee/Netflix via AP)
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            This image released by Netflix shows Michael Potts in a scene from "The Piano Lesson." (David Lee/Netflix via AP)
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            This image released by Netflix shows Danielle Deadwyler, left, and Ray Fisher in a scene from "The Piano Lesson." (David Lee/Netflix via AP)
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            This image released by Netflix shows Erykah Badu in a scene from "The Piano Lesson." (Netflix via AP)
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            This image released by Netflix shows Michael Potts in a scene from "The Piano Lesson." (David Lee/Netflix via AP)
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            This image released by Netflix shows Danielle Deadwyler, left, and Ray Fisher in a scene from "The Piano Lesson." (David Lee/Netflix via AP)
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                                    This image released by Netflix shows Danielle Deadwyler, left, and Ray Fisher in a scene from "The Piano Lesson." (David Lee/Netflix via AP)
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            This image released by Netflix shows Erykah Badu in a scene from "The Piano Lesson." (Netflix via AP)
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                                    This image released by Netflix shows Erykah Badu in a scene from "The Piano Lesson." (Netflix via AP)
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                                        An heirloom piano takes on immense significance for one family in 1936 Pittsburgh in August Wilson's "The Piano Lesson." Generational ties also permeate the film adaptation, in which Malcolm Washington follows in his father Denzel Washington's footsteps in helping to bring the entirety of The Pittsburgh Cycle -- a series of 10 plays -- to the screen.
Malcolm Washington did not start from scratch in his accomplished feature filmmaking debut. He enlisted much of the cast from the recent Broadway revival with Samuel L. Jackson (Doaker Charles), his brother, John David Washington (Boy Willie), Ray Fisher (Lymon) and Michael Potts (Whining Boy). Berniece, played by Danielle Brooks in the play, is now beautifully portrayed by Danielle Deadwyler. With such rich material and a cast for whom it's second nature, it would be hard, one imagines, to go wrong. Jackson's own history with the play goes back to its original run in 1987 when he was Boy Willie. 

    


It's not the simplest thing to make a play feel cinematic, but Malcolm Washington was up to the task. His film opens up the world of the Charles family beyond the living room. In fact, this adaptation, which Washington co-wrote with "Mudbound" screenwriter Virgil Williams, goes beyond Wilson's text and shows us the past and the origins of the intricately engraved piano that's central to all the fuss. It even opens on a big, action-filled set piece in 1911, during which the piano is stolen from a white family's home. Another fleshes out Doaker's monologue in which he explains to the uninitiated, Fisher's Lymon, and the audience, the tortured history of the thing. While it might have been nice to keep the camera on Jackson, such a great, grounding presence throughout, the good news is that he really makes narration shine as well.




Wilson purists will certainly have opinions on these artistic choices; But they let the film breathe a bit, offering some respite from the living room with the looming piano. And most of the film stays right there, in 1936. Boy Willie and Lymon descend early one morning, uninvited, on the Pittsburgh home of Berniece and her uncle Doaker. It's a family reunion with an agenda: They've driven a truck full of watermelons up north from Mississippi, and Willie, Berniece's younger brother, wants to sell the watermelons and then the piano. The dusty old instrument represents to him a chance to let the past go and start a future. With the money, he wants to buy the land that his enslaved ancestors worked. Berniece has other ideas about the piano, namely keeping it. It's a connection to the past, not an anchor. Besides, it might be haunted. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Yes, "The Piano Lesson," in theaters Friday and streaming on Netflix on Nov. 22, isn't just a meditation on family history. It's also a literal ghost story, with creaks, spooks and shadows lurking when the piano is disturbed. Deadwyler is electric as Berniece, who bears the brunt of the haunting, walking on eggshells in her life, trying to care for her young daughter and fend off passes from men who assume she can only be fulfilled with one at her side. Now she must deal with her somewhat manic brother who might, Doaker wisely reminds, actually, annoyingly, have a point. Perhaps the film academy will make up for their snub of her performance in "Till" with this turn.

    


Regardless of your familiarity with Wilson's Pittsburgh Cycle, "The Piano Lesson" is a worthwhile, captivating and moving watch full of charismatic performers. Talent isn't always genetic, but the Washington family is putting in the work to prove otherwise. And with "Fences,""Ma Rainey's Black Bottom" and now "The Piano Lesson," they're making a mark with a bold and ambitious project that is probably long overdue. Only seven more to go.

"The Piano Lesson," a Netflix release in theaters Friday and streaming Nov. 22, is rated PG-13 by the Motion Picture Association for "strong language, violent content, some suggestive references and smoking." Running time: 125 minutes. Three stars out of four.
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                    FILE- Rapper Daniel Hernandez, known as Tekashi 6ix9ine, performs during the Philipp Plein women's 2019 Spring-Summer collection, unveiled during the Fashion Week in Milan, Italy, Sept. 21, 2018. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Rapper Tekashi 6ix9ine struck a deal to end his current jail stint, agreeing to serve a month behind bars for violating the terms of his release after a felony conviction, prosecutors said Wednesday.
The deal with federal prosecutors was described in a letter partially endorsed by a Manhattan federal judge. It calls for the entertainer to be sentenced to a month in jail, followed by a month of home incarceration, a month of home detention and a month of curfew. He would also be subject to electronic monitoring.
Judge Paul A. Engelmayer said he will sentence the performer whose real name is Daniel Hernandez immediately after he admits to the violations at a Nov. 12 hearing. He said he will require each side to explain why a one-month jail sentence followed by three months of home incarceration, detention or curfew are sufficient for repeated violations of probation.

    


The terms of the deal also call for Tekashi 6ix9ine to submit to supervision from the court's Probation Department for another year.
Tekashi 6ix9ine, 28, was within a few months of being free from court supervision when he was arrested on Oct. 29 after his probation officer complained that he wasn't following rules about obtaining permission in advance to travel and that he had failed drug tests.




In 2019, Engelmayer sentenced him to two years in prison in a racketeering case after the musician pleaded guilty that same year to charges accusing him of joining and directing violence by the gang known as the Nine Trey Gangsta Bloods.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In April 2020, Tekashi 6ix9ine was freed months early from his prison sentence after complaining that his ailments made him particularly susceptible to the coronavirus, which was spreading through the nation's jails and prisons.

Engelmayer, expressing dismay at the artist's apparent failure to follow the rules, noted at a hearing last month that he had granted compassionate release to him during the coronavirus crisis.
The rapper apologized and told the judge he was "not a bad person."
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                    FILE -- From left, Gary Oldman, Celeste Dalla Porta, director Paolo Sorrentino, Isabella Ferrari, Stefania Sandrelli, and Daniele Rienzo pose for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Parthenope' at the 77th Cannes International Film Festival, in Cannes, southern France, Tuesday, May 21, 2024. (Photo by Andreea Alexandru/Invision/AP)
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                                        ROME (AP) -- When director Paolo Sorrentino's hit series "The Young Pope" debuted in 2016, it took the Vatican a year to grudgingly bless his imagined and occasionally blasphemous portrayal of the pope. Not so for Sorrentino's latest film "Parthenope," which has gotten an early thumbs down from Italy's Catholic Church.
That has only seemed to pique interest in the film, driving it to the top of the box office here for Italian films since its release in theaters last month.
Set in Sorrentino's native Naples, the film is a lush meditation on beauty, love and death, drawn from the Greek myth of the siren Parthenope, who throws herself into the sea after she fails to entice Odysseus with her song. Parthenope is closely affiliated with Naples, such that the city is sometimes called "Partenope" and its people "Partenopei" in Italian.
The film is by no means about the church, but toward the end of the film, there is a single scene that would make any Catholic choke. It involves a cardinal, the seductive protagonist Parthenope and the liquification of the blood of San Gennaro -- the purported recurring miracle that is a sacred cow to many Neapolitans.

    


Prominent Italian Catholics have denounced the sacrilegious sex scene as not only demeaning to the faith but Naples itself, with the newspaper of the Italian bishops conference Avvenire calling the "sterile aesthetics" of the scene "in poor taste."


In a roundup of negative reaction, Avvenire said Sorrentino's fascination with the Catholic Church in "The Young Pope" had reached new lows in "Parthenope." 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"The impression is that they are images chosen for the image, whether nuns playing tennis or cardinals smoking cigars," Avvenire concluded.
Monsignor Vincenzo De Gregorio, who oversees the chapel that houses the relic of San Gennaro's blood and related treasures of Naples' patron saint, said he hadn't seen the film in its entirety but that the clips of the scene were enough.

    


While acknowledging that his comments would only give the film more publicity, De Gregorio told Corriere della Sera that he objected primarily to the "superficial" treatment the film gave to one of Naples' enduring mysteries: How San Gennaro's blood liquifies, or doesn't, on three specific days each year.
According to legend, the purported miracle recalls the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius in 1631 when the blood of San Gennaro liquified and the magma from the volcano stopped before entering the city. San Gennaro is today often invoked to protect Neapolitans, and the thrice-yearly ritual draws thousands of devotees.
"Of course Sorrentino didn't intend to make a documentary or an in-depth, sociological, historical analysis of Naples, but simply to analyze its dreamlike aspect, because basically that's all it is," De Gregorio told Corriere.
Sorrentino, who won an Oscar for his Fellini-esque love letter to Rome, "The Great Beauty," has said his ode to Naples had to focus on Parthenope, the sea and the complicated and at times contradictory relationship between them and Naples itself.

    


"She is a free woman, very spontaneous, she doesn't judge, as the city doesn't judge," he told a press conference at the Cannes Film Festival, where "Parthenope" debuted in May to a standing ovation. "She's the mirror of the city where I grew up."
And some have hailed "Parthenope," with the Cannes jury giving its cinematographer, Daria d'Antonio, the festival's technical award. This week, Italian media reported that T-shirts have begun circulating around Naples with "I love Sorrentino" and "I love Parthenope," and new figurines for Christmas creches, for which Neapolitan artisans are famous, featuring one of the film's characters.
Sorrentino himself found adoring fans seeking selfies and autographs this week during a special screening of the film in Palermo, Sicily.
It's the latest brush of recent cinematic attention for Naples, the backdrop for the HBO television series "My Brilliant Friend" based on the best-selling quartet of novels by Elena Ferrante.
Sorrentino's last feature film, "The Hand of God," was also based in Naples and featured another sacred but secular icon to Neapolitans, Maradona. Before that, he made a splash with his 10-episode series "The Young Pope," starring Jude Law as an improbable and controversial pope, which was followed by "The New Pope," starring John Malkovich.

    


A year after the initial HBO and Sky series began airing in Italy in late 2016, the Vatican newspaper L'Osservatore Romano finally offered generally positive reviews despite what it called the "frivolous," ''caustic" and "grotesque" way it painted the Vatican.
L'Osservatore Romano hasn't commented on "Parthenope."
The Vatican is a perennial topic for directors, with a host of films in recent years focusing on the papacy including Nanni Moretti's "Habemus Papam," Netflix's "The Two Popes" and most recently "Conclave" starring Ralph Fiennes.
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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            Algerian-French novelist Kamel Daoud holds his book Houris after being awarded with the Goncourt, France's most prestigious literary prize, Monday, Nov. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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            Algerian-French novelist Kamel Daoud answers reporters after being awarded with the Goncourt prize for his book Houris, France's most prestigious literary prize, Monday, Nov. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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            Algerian-French novelist Kamel Daoud holds his book Houris after being awarded with the Goncourt, France's most prestigious literary prize, Monday, Nov. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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            Algerian-French novelist Kamel Daoud holds his book Houris after being awarded with the Goncourt, France's most prestigious literary prize, Monday, Nov. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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            Algerian-French novelist Kamel Daoud holds his book Houris after being awarded with the Goncourt, France's most prestigious literary prize, Monday, Nov. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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            Algerian-French novelist Kamel Daoud holds his book Houris after being awarded with the Goncourt, France's most prestigious literary prize, Monday, Nov. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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                                        ALGIERS, Algeria (AP) -- As one of the Arab world's largest book fairs opens in Algeria on Wednesday, there is one conspicuous absence. French-Algerian author Kamel Daoud, who won France's most prestigious literary award earlier this week, was not invited to this year's event.
This year's Prix Goncourt winner and his French publisher Gallimard -- a regular participant -- are among those who won't be welcomed at the Algiers International Book Fair. The exclusion of several prominent authors and publishers from this year's event reflects the ongoing limitations on freedom of expression in Algeria.
Daoud's novels and their subject matter often polarize opinions in both France, where he lives, and Algeria, where he was born. His Goncourt-winning third novel Houris (Virgins, in English) centers on the memories of victims of Algeria's "Black Decade." After Islamists won the first round of legislative elections in 1990, Algeria descended into civil war after the second round was canceled by the military-backed government.

    


Though memories of that history loom large, Houris will not be among the more than 300,000 titles available at the book fair, which is being marketed under the slogan "Read to Triumph" and billed for having a special focus on history.




Ali Bey, the owner of Algiers' Librarie du Tiers Monde, said he was "delighted" to see Daoud's international recognition but lamented that Algerian readers would not be able to purchase his novels.


    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The censorship extends beyond Daoud and Gallimard. Koukou Publishing, an independent Algerian house led by former political activist Arezki Ait Larbi, has also been excluded from this year's festival. Koukou -- known for publishing works by essayists, novelists and journalists whose writings often challenge official narratives -- wasn't invited either, Ait Larbi wrote in a Facebook post.
"Our house is under threat of a complete ban from publishing," Ait Larbi said, accusing the Ministry of Culture's censors of targeting his books.
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            California was lashed by powerful winds Wednesday that fed a fast-moving wildfire, which destroyed dozens of homes and forced thousands of residents to flee as forecasters warned of the potential for "extreme and life-threatening" blazes. (AP Video by Marcio Sanchez and Noah Berger)
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            California was lashed by powerful winds Wednesday that fed a fast-moving wildfire that destroyed homes and forced hundreds of residents to flee.
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            California was lashed by powerful winds Wednesday that fed a blaze northwest of Los Angeles. The rapidly expanding Mountain Fire prompted evacuation orders for multiple communities in an agricultural area in southern Ventura County.


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 26 | 
            California was lashed by powerful winds Wednesday that fed a fast-moving wildfire, which destroyed dozens of homes and forced thousands of residents to flee.
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            Hundreds flee homes as powerful winds feed wildfires in Southern California
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            Television reporters film as flames from the Mountain Fire consume a home in Camarillo, Calif., on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            CORRECTS CAR - Firefighters and sheriff's deputies push a vintage car away from a burning home as the Mountain Fire burns in Camarillo, Calif., on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            A firefighter prepares to douse flames while battling the Mountain Fire on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Santa Paula, Calif. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            A helicopter drops water over flames in the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, near Santa Paula, Calif. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            A horse stands in an enclosure as the Mountain Fire burns behind on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Santa Paula, Calif. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            Firefighter Missy Forrett with the Beverly Hills Fire Department puts out flames at a home destroyed by the Mountain Fire in Camarillo, Calif., Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (Stephen Lam/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 26 | 
            A firefighter, moves bicycles as he works against the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, near Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            A fire burns a house in the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez)
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            A political sign sits in front of a destroyed home in the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, near Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            A helicopter drops water over a burning home in the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, near Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez)
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            Flames engulf a structure during the Mountain Fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, near Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            A firefighter works in the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, near Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Firefighters work through heavy winds and smoke in the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez)
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            Flames consume a home as the Mountain Fire burns in Camarillo, Calif., on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            Firefighters work against the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, near Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            21 of 26 | 
            Firefighters with the Culver City Fire Department extinguish hot spots at a home destroyed by the Mountain Fire in Camarillo, Calif., Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (Stephen Lam/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)
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            Flames consume a home as the Mountain Fire burns in Camarillo, Calif., on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            In this aerial still image provided by KABC-TV, shows Los Angeles County Fire Department crews scrambled to contain a small blaze fed by erratic wind gusts that pushed flames through dry brush near Broad Beach along Pacific Coast Highway in Malibu on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (KABC-TV via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            24 of 26 | 
            In this aerial still image provided by KABC-TV, shows Los Angeles County Fire Department crews scrambled to contain a small blaze fed by erratic wind gusts that pushed flames through dry brush near Broad Beach along Pacific Coast Highway in Malibu on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (KABC-TV via AP)
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            Flames consume a home as the Mountain Fire burns in Camarillo, Calif., on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            A firefighter climbs off an engine while battling the Mountain Fire on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Santa Paula, Calif. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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        Strong winds push wildfire through Southern California community, burning dozens of homes
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                                    California was lashed by powerful winds Wednesday that fed a fast-moving wildfire, which destroyed dozens of homes and forced thousands of residents to flee as forecasters warned of the potential for "extreme and life-threatening" blazes. (AP Video by Marcio Sanchez and Noah Berger)
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                                    California was lashed by powerful winds Wednesday that fed a fast-moving wildfire that destroyed homes and forced hundreds of residents to flee.
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                                    California was lashed by powerful winds Wednesday that fed a blaze northwest of Los Angeles. The rapidly expanding Mountain Fire prompted evacuation orders for multiple communities in an agricultural area in southern Ventura County.
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                                    California was lashed by powerful winds Wednesday that fed a fast-moving wildfire, which destroyed dozens of homes and forced thousands of residents to flee.
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                                    Hundreds flee homes as powerful winds feed wildfires in Southern California
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            Television reporters film as flames from the Mountain Fire consume a home in Camarillo, Calif., on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 26

                                    
                                    Television reporters film as flames from the Mountain Fire consume a home in Camarillo, Calif., on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            CORRECTS CAR - Firefighters and sheriff's deputies push a vintage car away from a burning home as the Mountain Fire burns in Camarillo, Calif., on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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                                    CORRECTS CAR - Firefighters and sheriff's deputies push a vintage car away from a burning home as the Mountain Fire burns in Camarillo, Calif., on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            A firefighter prepares to douse flames while battling the Mountain Fire on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Santa Paula, Calif. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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                                    A firefighter prepares to douse flames while battling the Mountain Fire on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Santa Paula, Calif. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            A helicopter drops water over flames in the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, near Santa Paula, Calif. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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                                    A helicopter drops water over flames in the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, near Santa Paula, Calif. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            A horse stands in an enclosure as the Mountain Fire burns behind on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Santa Paula, Calif. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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                                    A horse stands in an enclosure as the Mountain Fire burns behind on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Santa Paula, Calif. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            Firefighter Missy Forrett with the Beverly Hills Fire Department puts out flames at a home destroyed by the Mountain Fire in Camarillo, Calif., Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (Stephen Lam/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)
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            A firefighter, moves bicycles as he works against the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, near Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            A fire burns a house in the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez)
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                                    A fire burns a house in the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez)
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            A political sign sits in front of a destroyed home in the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, near Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            A helicopter drops water over a burning home in the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, near Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez)
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                                    A helicopter drops water over a burning home in the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, near Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez)
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            Flames engulf a structure during the Mountain Fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, near Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            A firefighter works in the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, near Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    17 of 26

                                    
                                    A firefighter works in the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, near Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Firefighters work through heavy winds and smoke in the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez)
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                                    Firefighters work through heavy winds and smoke in the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez)
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            Flames consume a home as the Mountain Fire burns in Camarillo, Calif., on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            Firefighters work against the Mountain fire, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, near Camarillo, Calif. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez)
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            Firefighters with the Culver City Fire Department extinguish hot spots at a home destroyed by the Mountain Fire in Camarillo, Calif., Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (Stephen Lam/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)
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            Flames consume a home as the Mountain Fire burns in Camarillo, Calif., on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            In this aerial still image provided by KABC-TV, shows Los Angeles County Fire Department crews scrambled to contain a small blaze fed by erratic wind gusts that pushed flames through dry brush near Broad Beach along Pacific Coast Highway in Malibu on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (KABC-TV via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    23 of 26

                                    
                                    In this aerial still image provided by KABC-TV, shows Los Angeles County Fire Department crews scrambled to contain a small blaze fed by erratic wind gusts that pushed flames through dry brush near Broad Beach along Pacific Coast Highway in Malibu on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (KABC-TV via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            24 of 26 | 
            In this aerial still image provided by KABC-TV, shows Los Angeles County Fire Department crews scrambled to contain a small blaze fed by erratic wind gusts that pushed flames through dry brush near Broad Beach along Pacific Coast Highway in Malibu on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (KABC-TV via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    24 of 26

                                    
                                    In this aerial still image provided by KABC-TV, shows Los Angeles County Fire Department crews scrambled to contain a small blaze fed by erratic wind gusts that pushed flames through dry brush near Broad Beach along Pacific Coast Highway in Malibu on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (KABC-TV via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            25 of 26 | 
            Flames consume a home as the Mountain Fire burns in Camarillo, Calif., on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            A firefighter climbs off an engine while battling the Mountain Fire on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in Santa Paula, Calif. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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                                        CAMARILLO, Calif. (AP) -- An out-of-control wildfire fueled by heavy winds was tearing through a community northwest of Los Angeles for a second day Thursday after destroying dozens of homes and forcing thousands of residents to flee when it exploded in size in only a few hours.
The Mountain Fire prompted evacuation orders Wednesday for more than 10,000 people as it threatened 3,500 structures in suburban neighborhoods, ranches and agricultural areas around Camarillo in Ventura County, California Gov. Gavin Newsom said in a statement. There was zero containment Thursday morning.
The National Weather Service said a red flag warning, which indicates conditions for high fire danger, would remain in effect until 6 p.m. Winds were expected to decrease significantly by Thursday night but humidity levels will remain critically low, forecasters said.

    


Officials in several Southern California counties urged residents to be on watch for fast-spreading blazes, power outages and downed trees during the latest round of notorious Santa Ana winds.
The Mountain Fire was burning in a region that has seen some of California's most destructive fires over the years. A thick plume of smoke rose hundreds of feet into the sky Wednesday, blanketing whole neighborhoods and limiting visibility for firefighters and evacuees. Aerial TV footage showed flames consuming homes as embers whipped along residential blocks.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Wildfire tears through Southern California community after burning dozens of homes
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Donna Warder reports on a fast-moving wildfire near Los Angeles, that has destroyed dozens of homes.

    





The fire swiftly grew from less than half of a square mile (about 1.2 square kilometers) to more than 16 square miles (41 square kilometers) in little more than five hours. By Thursday morning, it was mapped at just over 22 square miles (57 square kilometers). Efforts to battle the blaze continued through the night on the ground and with helicopters.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
At least 800 firefighters were assigned to the blaze and hundreds more were arriving from around the state, the department said. Damage estimates were expected to begin Thursday, but the Ventura County Fire Department said numerous structures were impacted.

    


First responders pleaded with residents to evacuate. Deputies made contact with 14,000 people to urge them to leave as embers spread for miles and sparked new flames.
The Ventura County Office of Education announced that more than a dozen school districts and campuses in the county were closed Thursday and a few were already expected to be closed Friday.
Ventura County Fire Captain Trevor Johnson described crews racing with their engines to homes threatened by the flames to save lives.
"This is as intense as it gets. The hair on the back of the firefighters' neck I'm sure was standing up," he said during a news conference Wednesday afternoon.
Two people suffered apparent smoke inhalation and were taken to hospitals Wednesday, fire officials said. No firefighters reported significant injuries.
Meanwhile to the south, Los Angeles County Fire Department crews responded to a wildfire Wednesday in Malibu where authorities briefly shut down the Pacific Coast Highway when flames burned near multimillion-dollar properties. Officials said two structures burned in the 50-acre (20-hectare) Broad Fire.

    


Santa Anas are dry, warm and gusty northeast winds that blow from the interior of Southern California toward the coast and offshore, moving in the opposite direction of the normal onshore flow that carries moist air from the Pacific into the region. They typically occur during the fall months and continue through winter and into early spring.
With gusts topping 60 mph (97 kph) and humidity levels as low as 9%, parts of Southern California could experience conditions ripe for "extreme and life-threatening" fire behavior into Thursday, after which conditions will calm, the weather service said. A gust of 72 mph (116 kph) was recorded early Thursday at an elevation of about 4,800 feet (1,463 meters) near Santa Clarita, north of Los Angeles, the service said.
Forecasters also issued red flag warnings until Thursday from California's central coast through the San Francisco Bay Area and into counties to the north, where strong winds were also expected.

    


Utilities in California began powering down equipment during high winds and extreme fire danger after a series of massive and deadly wildfires in recent years were sparked by electrical lines and other infrastructure. 
Power was shut off to nearly 70,000 customers in five counties over the heightened risk of wildfires, Southern California Edison said Thursday. More than 250,000 customers were at risk of power shutoffs due to the wildfire concerns, the company said.
Wednesday's wildfires burned in the same areas of other recent destructive infernos, including the 2018 Woolsey Fire, which killed three people and destroyed 1,600 homes near Los Angeles, and the 2017 Thomas Fire, which burned more than a thousand homes and other structures in Ventura and Santa Barbara counties. Southern California Edison has paid tens of millions of dollars to settle claims after its equipment was blamed for both blazes.

    


___
The story has been updated to correct the metric conversion for 16 square miles.
___

Dazio and Weber reported from Los Angeles. Associated Press journalists Ryan Pearson in Los Angeles, Amy Taxin in Orange County, California, Olga Rodriguez and Janie Har in San Francisco, and Hannah Schoenbaum in Salt Lake City contributed to this report.
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            FILE - The luxury, residential skyscraper buildings of "Billionaire's Row" in Manhattan are visible from Central Park in New York, Feb. 20, 2022. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, file)
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            FILE - Heavy traffic moves northbound along South Broadway at Hampden Avenue as the Denver city skyline hangs in the background, Oct. 23, 2024, in Englewood, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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                                        Questions about sexual orientation, gender identity and changes to queries about race and ethnicity are on track to be asked in the most comprehensive survey of American life by 2027, U.S. Census Bureau officials said Thursday.
The new or revised questions on the American Community Survey will show up on questionnaires and be asked by survey takers in as early as three years, with the data from those questions available the following year, officials told an advisory committee.
The American Community Survey is the most comprehensive survey of American life, covering commuting times, internet access, family life, income, education levels, disabilities and military service, among many other topics, with a sample size of more than 3.5 million households.
Some of the revised questions are the result of changes the federal government announced earlier this year about how it categorizes people by race and ethnicity. The changes were the first in 27 years and were aimed at better counting people who identify as Hispanic and of Middle Eastern and North African heritage. 

    


Under the revisions, questions about race and ethnicity that previously were asked separately will be combined into a single question. That will give respondents the option to pick multiple categories at the same time, such as "Black," "American Indian" and "Hispanic." A Middle Eastern and North African category also will be added to the choices.




Questions in English and Spanish about sexual orientation and gender identity started being tested in August with trial questionnaires sent out to several hundred-thousand households. Testing for in-person interviews will start next spring.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The testing seeks to study the impact of question wording, what kind of answer options should be given and how respondents answer questions about other members of their household in what is known as "proxy responses." The questions only will be asked about people who are age 15 or older.

    


On the sexual orientation test question, respondents can provide a write-in response if they don't see themselves in the gay or lesbian, straight or bisexual options. The gender identity test question has two steps, with the first asking if they were born male or female at birth and the second asking about their current gender. Among the possible responses are male, female, transgender, nonbinary and a write-in option for those who don't see themselves in the other responses.
In some test questionnaires, respondents are being given the option of picking multiple responses but in others they can only mark one.

The trial questionnaire also is testing "degenderizing" questions about relationships in a household by changing options like "biological son or daughter" to "biological child."
___
Follow Mike Schneider on the social platform X: @MikeSchneiderAP.
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            FILE - A pharmacist holds a COVID-19 vaccine at a pharmacy in New York, on Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mary Conlon, File)
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            FILE - Anh Nguyen prepares to administer a COVID-19 vaccine for Kelly Vazquez at a pharmacy in New York, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mary Conlon, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- If you missed the early fall push for flu and COVID-19 vaccines, it's not too late.
Health officials say it's important to get vaccinated ahead of the holidays, when respiratory bugs tend to spread with travel and indoor celebrations.
Those viruses haven't caused much trouble so far this fall. But COVID-19 tends to jump in the winter months, a rise that usually starts around Thanksgiving and peaks in January. 
And that coincides with flu season, which tends to start in November or December and peak in January or February. 
It takes the body about two weeks to build up immunity after either shot -- meaning vaccination is needed before these viruses start spreading. A lot of older adults also need protection against another risky winter virus, RSV.
 Yes, you can get your flu and COVID-19 shots at the same time. Don't call them boosters -- they're not just another dose of last year's protection. The coronavirus and influenza are escape artists that constantly mutate to evade your body's immune defenses, so both vaccines are reformulated annually to target newer strains.

    


While they're not perfect, vaccinations offer strong protection against a bad case of flu or COVID-19 -- or dying from it.




"It may not prevent every infection but those infections are going to be less severe," said Dr. Demetre Daskalakis of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. "I would rather have my grandmother or my great-grandmother have a sniffle than have to go to the emergency room on Thanksgiving."

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Last year, just 45% of adults got a flu vaccination and even fewer, 23%, got a COVID-19 shot.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Our best defense to protect ourselves, our loved ones and all those around us is a simple shot," Dr. Bruce A. Scott, president of the American Medical Association, said in a recent statement. 
While it may have faded from the headlines, the coronavirus still killed more Americans than flu last year.
"Maybe we believe that it's not going to be me but let's not take a chance," said Dr. Michael Knight of George Washington University. "Why not get a vaccine that's going to help you reduce that risk?"

    


Who needs a fall COVID-19 or flu vaccination?
The CDC urges both an updated COVID-19 shot and yearly flu vaccine for everyone ages 6 months and older. If you recently had COVID-19, you can wait two or three months but still should get an updated vaccination because of the expected winter surge.
Both viruses can be especially dangerous to certain groups including older people and those with weak immune systems and lung or heart disease. Young children also are more vulnerable. The CDC counted 199 child deaths from flu last year.
Pregnancy also increases the chances of serious COVID-19 or flu - and vaccination guards mom plus ensures the newborn has some protection, too.
In addition, the CDC is recommending that people 65 and older get a second COVID-19 shot six months after their fall dose to boost their year-round protection, since the coronavirus isn't just a winter threat. People with weakened immune systems are eligible for extra doses, too.

    


What's new about the COVID-19 shots?
Last fall's shots targeted a coronavirus strain that's no longer spreading while this year's are tailored to a new section of the coronavirus family tree. The Pfizer and Moderna shots are formulated against a virus subtype called KP.2 while the Novavax vaccine targets its parent strain, JN.1. Daskalakis said all should offer good cross protection to other subtypes now spreading.
The Pfizer and Moderna mRNA vaccines can be used by adults and children as young as 6 months. The Novavax shot is a more traditional protein vaccine combined with an immune booster, and open to anyone 12 and older.
Which flu vaccine to choose?
High-dose shots and one with a special immune booster are designed for people 65 and older, but if they can't find one easily they can choose a regular all-ages flu shot.
For the shot-averse, the nasal spray FluMist is available for ages 2 to 49 at pharmacies and clinics -- although next year it's set to be available for use at home.
All flu vaccinations this year will guard against two Type A flu strains and one Type B strain. Another once-common form of Type B flu quit spreading a few years ago and was removed from the vaccine.

    


What about that other virus, RSV?
RSV, or respiratory syncytial virus, is a coldlike nuisance for most people but it, too, packs hospitals every winter and can be deadly for children under 5, the elderly and people with certain high-risk health problems.
The CDC recommends an RSV vaccination for everyone 75 and older, and for people 60 to 74 who are at increased risk. This is a one-time shot, not a yearly vaccination - but only 24% of seniors got it last year. It's also recommended late in pregnancy to protect babies born during the fall and winter. 
And while "your arm may hurt and you may feel crummy for a day," it's also fine to get the RSV, flu and COVID-19 vaccines at the same time, Daskalakis said.

    


What will it cost?
The vaccines are supposed to be free under Medicare, Medicaid and most private insurance plans if people use an in-network provider.
About 1.5 million uninsured adults got free COVID-19 vaccinations through a federal program last year but that has ended. Instead, the CDC is providing $62 million to health departments to help improve access. Call your local health department to ask about options.
Check the government website, vaccines.gov, for availability at local pharmacies.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    FILE - Caroline Ellison, former CEO of Alameda Research, founded by Sam Bankman-Fried, exits the Manhattan federal court after testifying, Oct. 10, 2023, in New York. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez, File)
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                                        DANBURY, Conn. (AP) -- Caroline Ellison, a former top executive in Sam Bankman-Fried 's fallen FTX cryptocurrency empire, began her two-year prison sentence Thursday for her role in a fraud that cost investors, lenders and customers billions of dollars. 
Ellison, 30, reported to the federal prison in Danbury, Connecticut, according to the Federal Bureau of Prisons. She had pleaded guilty and testified extensively against Bankman-Fried, her former boyfriend, before he was convicted and sentenced to 25 years in prison.
Ellison could have faced decades in prison herself, but both the judge and prosecutors said she deserved credit for her cooperation. At her sentencing hearing in New York in September, she tearfully apologized and said she was "deeply ashamed."
Ellison was chief executive at Alameda Research, a cryptocurrency hedge fund controlled by Bankman-Fried. FTX was one of the world's most popular cryptocurrency exchanges, known for its Super Bowl TV ad and its extensive lobbying campaign in Washington, before it collapsed in 2022.

U.S. prosecutors accused Bankman-Fried and other top executives of looting customer accounts on the exchange to make risky investments, make millions of dollars of illegal political donations, bribe Chinese officials and buy luxury real estate in the Caribbean.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/ftx-caroline-ellison-bankman-fried-3c8d4f3e079ca4c9c572b4d97d3be092



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    The average rate on a 30-year mortgage in the US rises to 6.79% | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next
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                    FILE - A for sale sign hangs in front of a home in the Park Slope neighborhood in the borough of Brooklyn in New York on Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan, File)
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                                        The average rate on a 30-year mortgage in the U.S. rose for the sixth straight week, returning to its highest level since early July.
The rate ticked up to 6.79% from 6.72% last week, mortgage buyer Freddie Mac said Thursday. That's still down from a year ago, when the rate averaged 7.5%.
Borrowing costs on 15-year fixed-rate mortgages, popular with homeowners seeking to refinance their home loan to a lower rate, also edged higher this week. The average rate rose to 6% from 5.99% last week. A year ago, it averaged 6.81%, Freddie Mac said.
When mortgage rates increase they can add hundreds of dollars a month in costs for borrowers, reducing homebuyers' purchasing power at a time when home prices remain near all-time highs, even though the housing market remains in a sales slump going back to 2022.
Mortgage rates are influenced by several factors, including the yield on U.S. 10-year Treasury bonds, which lenders use as a guide to price home loans. Bond yields have been rising following encouraging reports on inflation and the economy. 

    


This week, bond yields surged on expectations that President-elect Donald Trump's plans for higher tariffs, lower tax rates and lighter regulation could lead to bigger economic growth, inflation and U.S. government debt. 




The yield on the 10-year Treasury was at 4.36% at midday Thursday. It was at 3.62% as recently as mid-September.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The average rate on a 30-year home loan hasn't been this high since July 11, when it was 6.89%. In late September, the average rate got as low as 6.08% -- its lowest level in two years -- following the Federal Reserve's decision to cut its main interest rate for the first time in more than four years. 
While the central bank doesn't set mortgage rates, its policy pivot cleared a path for mortgage rates to generally go lower.
"While we still expect mortgage rates to stabilize by the end of the year, they will likely be at a higher level than markets were initially expecting prior to election week," said Ralph McLaughlin, senior economist at Realtor.com.

    


The recent uptick in mortgage rates has discouraged some would-be home shoppers. Mortgage applications fell last week for the sixth week in a row, sliding 10.8% on a seasonally adjusted basis from the prior week, according to the Mortgage Bankers Association.
Applications for loans to refinance a mortgage fell 19%, though they were still 48% higher than in the same week last year, when rates were higher.

"Rates and borrower demand will likely remain volatile in the coming weeks as financial markets digest both the election results and the Fed's upcoming monetary policy decisions," said MBA CEO Bob Broeksmit. 
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                                        BOWLING GREEN, Ky. (AP) -- Two Kentucky police officers who were injured in a shooting fatally shot a suspect when he gained control of an officer's weapon during an altercation at a mental health crisis center, Kentucky State Police said.
The Bowling Green Police officers were called to the LifeSkills Adult Crisis Stabilization Unit at around 5:30 a.m. Wednesday. As police arrived, a person experiencing a "mental health crisis" began to fight with them and gained control of an officer's weapon, "firing it in the direction of the two officers," state police said in a media release.
One of the officers shot the suspect, who was pronounced dead at the scene, state police said.
Both officers were treated and released from a hospital on Wednesday after suffering "apparent gunshot wounds," according to state police. The name of the suspect has not been released by authorities. 

Kentucky State Police have jurisdiction to investigate shootings involving police officers from other agencies. KSP said the information in the release is based on preliminary findings "and could be subject to change through the course of the ongoing investigation" as witnesses are interviewed.
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                    Students wait for their bus to school, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024, in Surfside, Fla. Daylight saving time ends at 2 a.m. local time Sunday, Nov. 3. Standard time will last until March 9. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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                                        TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) -- It's no surprise that students are pushing back on cellphone bans in classrooms. But school administrators in one South Florida county working to pull students' eyes away from their screens are facing some resistance from another group as well - parents.
Since the beginning of the 2024 school year in August, students in Broward County Public Schools, the country's sixth largest district, have been barred from using cellphones during the school day, including during lunch and breaks, unless given special permission.
The schools are some of the many across the country wrestling with how to crack down on cellphones, at a time when experts say social media use among young people is nearly universal - and that screen time is linked to higher rates of anxiety and depression among kids.
But a survey sent out by the South Florida school district earlier this fall found that of the more than 70,000 students, teachers and parents surveyed, nearly one in five parents believe the cellphone ban is having a negative impact on their student's wellbeing.

    


Among the top concerns for the students and parents surveyed is not being able to communicate with their family members, especially in an emergency -- an anxiety that cuts deep in the district that's home to Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School, where a 2018 shooting killed 17 people.




District officials have said students can use their phones during an emergency and that teachers have the flexibility to grant kids access for other reasons too.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"I don't think any of us thinks kids should be on their phones during class," said Erin Gohl, a parent and advocate in the district. 
"We're really talking about giving kids tools during those times when they need it," she added, including letting students use their phones for "positive mental health purposes".
Officials in the Fort Lauderdale-area district have acknowledged that implementation of the policy has been inconsistent. Some teachers have struggled to monitor students' phone use, and are facing the reality that for some kids, phones can be a needed tool to access online lessons and turn in assignments, especially for those who don't have a school-issued laptop. And parents have argued their students are better off with their phones, helping them coordinate afternoon pickup times or text their parents for advice about a school bully.

    


"I don't expect students to say -- or parents of high schoolers to say -- right, that, they don't want their kids to have cellphones," said Howard Hepburn, Broward superintendent of schools. "The expectation that we're going to just have a hard stop is not reality. It takes time."
Landyn Spellberg, a student advisor to the Broward school board, said there are a lot of benefits to phones -- and that the district's blanket ban isn't helping students with something many adults still struggle with: learning how to use technology in a healthy way. 
"I think it's important that we teach students about the negatives," he said. "We don't inform students of those things."

___ Kate Payne is a corps member for The Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues.
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            Students wear mask and heading to their school as smog envelops the areas of Lahore, Pakistan, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/K.M. Chaudary)
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            A cyclist, wearing mask, heads to his workplace as smog envelops the areas of Lahore, Pakistan, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/K.M. Chaudary)
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            A teacher and students wear mask to protect themselves from poor air quality due to increasing smog in the city as they attend their school, in Lahore, Pakistan, Monday, Nov. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/K.M. Chaudary)
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            A motorcycle-rickshaw drives on a road as smog envelops the areas of Lahore, Pakistan, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/K.M. Chaudary)
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            Motorcyclists drive on a highway as smog envelops the areas of Lahore, Pakistan, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/K.M. Chaudary)
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            A teacher and students wear mask to protect themselves from poor air quality due to increasing smog in the city as they attend their school, in Lahore, Pakistan, Monday, Nov. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/K.M. Chaudary)
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                                        LAHORE, Pakistan (AP) -- Record-high air pollution in Pakistan's Punjab province prompted authorities to close additional schools and keep government employees at home Wednesday, as doctors reported an increase in people seeking treatment for smog-related ailments.
Marriyum Aurangzeb, a senior minister in the Punjab province, urged residents to voluntarily wear face masks and avoid unnecessary travel, and said that "otherwise, the government will be forced into a complete lockdown."
Lahore, the provincial capital of 14 million people and Pakistan's cultural hub, remained the world's most polluted city on Wednesday with Air Quality Index readings of over 1,100. Anything over 300 is considered hazardous to health. 
Authorities earlier in the week shut down schools in Lahore. On Wednesday they closed schools in 18 surrounding districts. Aurangzeb said 50% of government employees in Lahore were told to work from home until next week.

    


The pollution has been sending patients to hospitals and private clinics complaining of coughs or burning eyes.
"Tens of thousands of patients suffering from respiratory diseases were treated at hospitals and clinics in a week," said Salman Kazmi, vice president of the Pakistan Medical Association. 




Kazmi said that you can see people coughing whereever you go in Lahore, but that people are still not wearing face masks to protect themselves from the pollution. 

Authorities in the city already have banned barbecuing food without filters, as well as the use of motorized rickshaws -- and wedding halls must close by 10 p.m. 
The government said it was also looking into methods to induce artificial rainfall to combat the pollution.
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            A bell is seen before its installation in Notre-Dame cathedral, ahead of the monument's grandiose reopening following a massive fire and five-year reconstruction effort, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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            A bell that Olympic medalists rang at the Paris Games, is seen before being installed in Notre Dame Cathedral, ahead of the monument's grandiose reopening following a massive fire and five-year reconstruction effort, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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            Tony Estanguet, head of Paris 2024 Olympic Games, rings the bell that Olympic medalists rang at the Paris Games, before its installation in Notre-Dame cathedral, ahead of the monument's grandiose reopening following a massive fire and five-year reconstruction effort, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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            FILE - Noah Lyles, of the United States, celebrates after winning the men's 100-meters final by ringing the bell at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader, File)
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            FILE - Noah Lyles, of the United States, celebrates after winning the men's 100-meters final by ringing the bell at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader, File)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Paris's Notre Dame cathedral, whose historic bells were silenced following 2019's devastating fire, will soon echo again with fresh chimes.
On Thursday, the Gothic landmark took delivery of three new bells, including one that was used in the city's Stade de France stadium during this year's Paris Olympic Games.
The Olympic bell, a gift from the Paris 2024 organizing committee, will be installed alongside two smaller bells, named Chiara and Carlos, above the altar where they will be rung during Mass, officials said. 
Their arrival ahead of Notre Dame's reopening on Dec. 8 marks a milestone in the painstaking restoration and modernization of the 861-year-old cathedral, made famous around the world by Victor Hugo's "The Hunchback of Notre Dame."
Olivier Ribadeau Dumas, rector of Notre Dame, expressed gratitude for the bells' arrival during a ceremony.

    


"What a joy it is," he said. "At the most important moment of the Mass these bells will ring, just as they did when the victor of a competition could celebrate their victory."
During the Paris 2024 Games, the iconic Olympic bell was rung by each track and field winner.




It bears the mark "Paris 2024," while the two others are adorned with a round symbol combining the image of Notre Dame's iconic rosary window with a monstrance, a religious vessel central to the cathedral's altar.
Crafted by the renowned Cornille Havard foundry, in Villedieu-les-Poeles, Normandy, the bells embody France's distinguished bell-making tradition.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In a solemn moment, Dumas consecrated the bells with holy water and a tree branch.
Standing on the square outside the cathedral, he and Tony Estanguet, head of the Paris 2024 organizing committee, struck the bells with a wooden mallet to mark the occasion.
"What a powerful symbol it is to see this second life given to the Paris 2024 bell, which brought us so many emotions during these Games," Estanguet said.

    


The bells replace three that were previously positioned near Notre Dame's 19th-century spire, which dramatically collapsed during the fire which ripped through the cathedral's rafters and roof.
The new bells will be placed in a different location within the cathedral, officials said, where their return will add to the soundscape of Notre Dame's daily life.
They join the eight historic bells from the cathedral's north tower that were reinstalled in September after being cleaned and renovated.
Those bells--Gabriel, Anne-Genevieve, Denis, Marcel, Etienne, Benoit-Joseph, Maurice, and Jean-Marie--were originally cast in 2013 for Notre Dame's 850th anniversary.
The cathedral's two larger bells remain intact on the south tower and were unaffected by the blaze, officials added.
The reconstruction of Notre Dame has involved more than 250 companies and hundreds of skilled craftsmen.
The Olympic bell isn't the only symbol of old meeting new in Notre-Dame's evolving restoration. 

Perched atop the newly designed spire, a golden rooster, reimagined by chief architect Philippe Villeneuve, marks a blend of the cathedral's ancient spirit with a modern touch. 
The weathervane, which resembles a phoenix with flames licking its wings, is described as a testament to hope and revival.
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            The stands at Couto Pereira Stadium display a betting company advertisement during a qualifying soccer match for the FIFA World Cup 2026 between Brazil and Ecuador in Curitiba, Parana state, Brazil, Friday, Sept. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)
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            Gamblers in recovery attend a Gamblers Anonymous meeting in Sao Paulo, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)
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            Gamblers in recovery pray during a Gamblers Anonymous meeting in Sao Paulo, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)
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            Betting company advertisements adorn a soccer field during a training program run by non-governmental organization "Cara a Cara" in the Complexo do Alemao favela, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Saturday, July 1, 2023. (AP Photo/Bruna Prado)
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            Brazil has become the third-biggest market in the world for sports betting, following the U.S. and the U.K., a report by data analysis company Comscore said last year. But unlike those countries, rampant advertising and sponsorship have been coupled with an unregulated market. The government is now -- belatedly, some say -- striving to get a handle on the epidemic. (AP Video: Lucas Dumphreys)
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                                        SAO PAULO (AP) -- "King" doesn't disclose his real name. Even clients of his Sao Paulo newsstand have to call him by his moniker. The Brazilian online sports gambling addict lowered his profile after a loan shark threatened to put bullets in his head if he didn't pay up.

Broke and embarrassed, King sought treatment and support earlier this year.

"I was once addicted to slot machines, but then sports betting was so easy that I changed. I got carried away all the time," he told The Associated Press.

King's story is that of many vulnerable Brazilians in recent years. The country has become the third-biggest market in the world for sports betting, following the U.S. and the U.K., a report by data analysis company Comscore said last year. But unlike those countries, rampant advertising and sponsorship have been coupled with an unregulated market. The government is now -- belatedly, some say -- striving to get a handle on the epidemic.

On a recent evening, King's Gamblers Anonymous meeting took place in an improvised classroom inside a church, with coffee and cookies to keep everyone awake, and supportive messages scrawled onto the blackboard. One that's become ubiquitous in Brazil and beyond: "Only for today I will avoid the first bet."

    



King and other attendees, all Christian, started a prayer and the meeting began.

King said his financial problems arose from his addiction to online sports betting, chiefly on soccer. 

"I miss the adrenaline rush when I don't bet," he said before the gathering. "I have managed to stop for a couple of months, but I know that if I do it once again, even a small bet, it will all come back."


Driven by the pandemic



The COVID-19 pandemic was a key driver for Brazilians embracing sports betting. King said he transformed almost every sale during that time into a bet. His hook was the non-stop advertising on TV, radio, social media as well as sponsorship of local soccer teams' jerseys. He asked for bank loans to pay his gambling debts and then, to cover those, went to the moneylender. His total debt now amounts to 85,000 reais ($15,000) -- impossible to pay off with his monthly income of 8,000 reais. 

Digging oneself out of debt in Brazil is especially daunting with its sky-high interest rates. Loans from Brazilian banks could add interest of almost 8% per month to the borrowed sum, and from loan sharks could be even more. 





Four Gamblers Anonymous meetings attended by the AP in October featured discussions about difficulties paying down debts, forcing working-class members to postpone housing payments and cancel family vacations. 

Some members of impoverished Brazilian families have used welfare money for betting instead of paying for groceries and housing, official data suggests. In August, beneficiaries of Brazil's flagship program Bolsa Familia spent 3 billion reais ($530 million) on sports betting, according to a report from the central bank. That was more than 20% of the program's total outlay in the month.


A host of gambling related problems



Sports betting was made legal in 2018 in a bill signed by former President Michel Temer. The subsequent turmoil has recently been setting off alarm bells, with addicts venting on social media and media reports of people losing huge sums.

On Oct. 1, the economy ministry prevented more than 2,000 betting companies from operating in Brazil for having failed to provide all the required documents. Soccer-loving President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva said in an interview on Oct. 17 that he will shut down the entire market in Brazil if his administration's new regulations -- presented at the end of July-- fail to work. And Brazil's Senate on Oct. 25 opened an investigation into betting companies, focusing on crime and addiction.

    



"There's tax evasion, money laundering of organized crime, the use of influencers to trick people into betting. These companies need to be audited," Sen. Soraya Thronicke, who proposed the inquiry, told journalists in Brasilia.

Sergio Peixoto, a ride-sharing app driver in Rio, is one of many lower-middle-income Brazilians who have reduced their spending due to sports betting debt. Peixoto's debt currently amounts to 25,000 reais ($4,400). His monthly income is four times less than that.

"It stopped being a game, it wasn't fun. I just wanted to get the money back, so I lost even more," said Peixoto, 26. "I could have invested that money. It would surely have given me more benefits.


Pressure to bet



Pressure on people to gamble is everywhere. Current and former soccer players, including Vinicius Junior, Ronaldo Nazario and Roberto Rivellino, are among the poster boys for local and foreign brands. All but one of the top-tier soccer clubs have betting companies among their main sponsors, with their name and logo emblazoned on their kits. There have been cases of kids and teenagers setting up accounts using their parents' personal information and money, multiple local media outlets have reported. 

Brazil's economy ministry estimates that Brazil's sports betting market had $21 billion in transactions last year, a 71% increase compared with the first year of the pandemic, 2020.

The ministry's newly presented regulations include facial recognition systems for gamblers to bet, the identification of a single bank account for transactions involving sports betting, new protections against hackers and the government-authorized domain, bet.br, which will host all betting sites that are legal in Brazil. Once they are in place, come January, between 100 and 150 betting companies will continue to operate in the South American nation. 

    



The changes in Brazil have prompted some companies to take preemptive action. A report by Yield Sec, a technical intelligence platform for online marketplaces, said several betting companies voluntarily restricted their operations in different places after the latest editions of the European Championships and Copa America in the hopes of presenting "the best possible license application face to the Brazilian authorities." 

Magnho Jose Santos de Sousa, the president of the Legal Gambling Institute, a betting think tank, said Brazil is currently "invaded by illegal websites that have licenses in Malta, Curacao, Gibraltar and the United Kingdom."

De Sousa expressed hope that the new regulations for advertising, responsible gambling and qualification of sports betting companies will transform the country's deregulated arena into a more serious one that doesn't exploit the vulnerable.

"The whole operation could turn from water into wine," he said.
Gamblers Anonymous in high demand



Meantime, the demand for Gamblers Anonymous meetings in Sao Paulo has grown so much in recent years that the weekly gathering, in place since the 1990s, was no longer enough. Many groups have added a second day in the week to help new people recover, mostly sports bettors.


Earlier in October, a group on Sao Paulo's northern edge admitted a man who was struggling with sports betting and card games. The 13 other people in the room stressed that he wasn't alone.

"Welcome," one long-time attendee said, in a greeting that has become a regular for the group. "Today, you are the most important person here."
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Dumphreys reported from Rio de Janeiro.
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            This photo released by Tokyo Electric Power Company Holdings (TEPCO), shows a robot, top right, clips a tiny gravel of what it believed to be melted fuel debris at the No. 2 reactor of the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant in Okuma, Fukushima, northern Japan, on Oct. 30, 3024. (Tokyo Electric Power Company Holdings via AP)
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            FILE - Tokyo Electric Power Company Holdings, also known as TEPCO, the operator of Japan's wrecked Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant, reveals a robot to be used to retrieve debris at the power plant in Kobe, western Japan, May 28, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP, File)
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            A device to remove debris from a reactor at the damaged Fukushima Nuclear power plant demonstrates to pinch a stone, as revealed in Kobe, western Japan, May 28, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP, File)
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            FILE - Tokyo Electric Power Company Holdings, also known as TEPCO, the operator of Japan's wrecked Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant, reveals a robot to be used to retrieve debris at the power plant in Kobe, western Japan, May 28, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP, File)
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            A device to remove debris from a reactor at the damaged Fukushima Nuclear power plant demonstrates to pinch a stone, as revealed in Kobe, western Japan, May 28, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP, File)
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- A robot that has spent months inside the ruins of a nuclear reactor at the tsunami-hit Fukushima Daiichi plant delivered a tiny sample of melted nuclear fuel on Thursday, in what plant officials said was a step toward beginning the cleanup of hundreds of tons of melted fuel debris.
The sample, the size of a grain of rice, was placed into a secure container, marking the end of the mission, according to Tokyo Electric Power Company Holdings, which manages the plant. It is being transported to a glove box for size and weight measurements before being sent to outside laboratories for detailed analyses over the coming months.
Plant chief Akira Ono has said it will provide key data to plan a decommissioning strategy, develop necessary technology and robots and learn how the accident had developed.
The first sample alone is not enough and additional small-scale sampling missions will be necessary in order to obtain more data, TEPCO spokesperson Kenichi Takahara told reporters Thursday. "It may take time, but we will steadily tackle decommissioning," Takahara said. 

    


Despite multiple probes in the years since the 2011 disaster that wrecked the. plant and forced thousands of nearby residents to leave their homes, much about the site's highly radioactive interior remains a mystery.




The sample, the first to be retrieved from inside a reactor, was significantly less radioactive than expected. Officials had been concerned that it might be too radioactive to be safely tested even with heavy protective gear, and set an upper limit for removal out of the reactor. The sample came in well under the limit.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
That's led some to question whether the robot extracted the nuclear fuel it was looking for from an area in which previous probes have detected much higher levels of radioactive contamination, but TEPCO officials insist they believe the sample is melted fuel.

    


The extendable robot, nicknamed Telesco, first began its mission August with a plan for a two-week round trip, after previous missions had been delayed since 2021. But progress was suspended twice due to mishaps -- the first involving an assembly error that took nearly three weeks to fix, and the second a camera failure. 
On Oct. 30, it clipped a sample weighting less than 3 grams (.01 ounces) from the surface of a mound of melted fuel debris sitting on the bottom of the primary containment vessel of the Unit 2 reactor, TEPCO said.
Three days later, th