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                  Changi Airport to hike fees to fund upgrades                

                Cost of flying in and out of Singapore will rise gradually from 2025-30
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                                Changi Airport in Singapore will charge passengers and airlines more to fly in and out of the city-state to help finance a S$2.3-billion (US$1.75 billion) upgrade of its terminals.
The operator of one of Asia's most-awarded airports said in a statement on Thursday that the hike in fees, between 2025 and 2030, will aid in covering the cost of rising demand for air travel while enabling the airport to stay competitive.

"As a major air hub for the Asia-Pacific region and beyond, Changi Airport is well-poised to serve this rise in demand and provide better connectivity to travellers," it said.

"The aviation sector will continue to be a key driver of economic growth for Singapore and provide more and better jobs for Singaporeans."

Most of the money will go towards upgrading baggage handling systems, expanding check-in desk facilities, improving airside infrastructure and also paying for some wider refurbishments of the facilities outright, such as Terminal 3, which will be 20 years old by 2030.

The passenger service and security fee for people departing from Singapore is currently S$46.40, which is added into ticket prices. By April 2030, it will reach S$58.40, a 26% increase.

Fees for transit passengers will be tripled, from S$6 to S$18 in stages by 2030. There will also be a one-time increase to the aviation levy, from S$8 to S$10, in 2027.

For everyday passengers, the added cost translates into about a 1% rise in airfares relative to the average cost of an economy-class ticket, according to Thursday's statement.

Some of the new airside facilities include more remote aircraft parking stands that can be used for both passenger and cargo jets, bringing the total number of aircraft stands to more than 200.

Some taxiways will also be reinforced to accommodate the eventual arrival of Boeing's new B777X family of planes, which will be the world's longest twin-engine aircraft.

Various systems for the Skytrain that links the airport's terminals, including signalling and communications, will be replaced and new cars will be added for additional capacity.

[image: The skytrain that connects the various terminals in Changi Airport passes through the Jewel Changi entertainment and retail complex. (Photo: Reuters)]
The skytrain that connects the various terminals in Changi Airport passes through the Jewel Changi entertainment and retail complex. (Photo: Reuters)
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                  PM pitches '3Cs' approach at Mekong summit                

                Connectivity, competitiveness and community keys to strengthening region, says Paetongtarn
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                                KUNMING, China - Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra on Thursday proposed a 3Cs -- connectivity, competitiveness and community -- approach to build a stronger and more prosperous Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS).
The summit's theme, "Toward a Better Community Through Innovation-driven Development", was timely and inspiring, she said in a statement after the plenary session of the event in Kunming, the capital of Yunnan province in China.

"By harnessing innovation and technology, we can unlock new opportunities for growth and common prosperity while improving the lives of people across the GMS," she said.

The 3Cs refers to enhancing connectivity, competitiveness and community for the benefit of those living in the region, according to the statement.

Connectivity remains a cornerstone of regional integration, it said. Thailand has made significant progress in connecting the subregion and beyond with the launch of the Bangkok-Vientiane international train service, the third phase development of Laem Chabang Port, as well as the plan to construct Lanna and Andaman airports, the statement said.

The second C stands for competitiveness. As the summit highlights innovation-driven development, Thailand will continue its commitment to drive digital transformation of its economy and society, it added.

Thailand is moving towards a cashless society by utilising the national digital payment platforms, namely PromptPay and cross-border QR code payment, it said.

The third C stands for community, which is the heart of the GMS, the statement said. There is a need to synergise collaboration across all sectors and expand social safety nets to cover all individuals, it said.

Thailand also supports the GMS Gender Strategy, which aligns with the country's policy on inclusive development, it noted.

Ms Paetongtarn also encouraged her Mekong region colleagues to further promote equal access to quality education and safeguard social stability to ensure the well-being of people across the GMS, the statement said.

The eighth GMS Summit was also attended by the prime ministers of China, Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and Vietnam and the president of the Asian Development Bank.
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                  Minister kicks off Space Week 2024                

                International event highlights progress in satellite and space infrastructure development
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                                The Thai government's determination to spur investment in satellite development and space infrastructure was highlighted at the opening of Thailand Space Week 2024 on Thursday.
The event, touted as Southeast Asia's largest international event for space technology, is taking place at Impact Muang Thong Thani until Saturday.

Prasert Jantararuangtong, the minister of Digital Economy and Society, highlighted the country's ambition to make Thailand Space Week 2024 a world-class gathering, advancing space technology, business and regional growth.

"This event marks a key milestone in Thailand's drive to integrate space technology into our economic and societal development," he said in a keynote address.

"By embedding space technology into essential sectors, we are preparing Thailand to be a leader in the new S-Curve economy."

He underscored the event's role in promoting private-sector adoption of space technologies.

He said youth engagement also remains a government priority, with its policy on educational programmes and hands-on activities designed to prepare future generations for careers in space and technology.

Thailand Space Week 2024 is organised by the Geo-Informatics and Space Technology Development Agency (Gistda) under the Ministry of Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation, in partnership with over 70 organisations, including the Cabinet Office of Japan, Ispace, the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand, PTT, Siemens, Thaicom, among others.

Pakorn Apaphant, the Gistda executive director, said that Thailand Space Week, now in its third year, aligns with the ministry's vision to strengthen the country's science and innovation landscape.

He said the event is expected to draw over 3,000 participants from 34 countries, with over 100 exhibition booths. This year's theme is "Converging Technologies, Connecting People".

By showcasing the latest in space innovation, the event serves as a vital platform for networking and knowledge exchange among global leaders, including representatives of CNSA (China), Kari (South Korea), Ostin (Singapore), Mysa (Malaysia), QZSS (Japan) and Philsa (Philippines), he said.

Thailand Space Week 2024 continues through Saturday, inviting local and international participants to explore partnerships, expand networks and unlock the economic potential of Thailand and the region.
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                Constitutional Court expected to decide on Nov 13 whether to accept petition, says activist lawyer
              

                                  
                    
                      [image: Former premier Thaksin Shinawatra appears at the Criminal Court in Bangkok on Aug 19 this year for a scheduled hearing on the lese-majeste charge brought against him. (File photo: Apichart Jinakul)]
                                              
                          Former premier Thaksin Shinawatra appears at the Criminal Court in Bangkok on Aug 19 this year for a scheduled hearing on the lese-majeste charge brought against him. (File photo: Apichart Jinakul)                        

                                          

                  

                                Ex-premier Thaksin Shinawatra has yet to testify in a case in which he and the ruling Pheu Thai Party are accused of attempting to undermine the constitutional monarchy, as the deadline for public prosecutors to submit a report on the case to the Constitutional Court approaches.
So far, only lawyer Teerayut Suwankesorn, who lodged the petition against Thaksin and the party, and Chousak Sirinil, the Prime Minister's Office Minister and Pheu Thai's chief legal expert, have testified at the Office of the Attorney-General (OAG), according to a source familiar with the case.

Among the many allegations in the petition is that Thaksin used the Ministry of Justice under the Pheu Thai-led government to secure an extended stay at the Police General Hospital when he should have been in jail following his conviction for abuse of power last year.

Mr Teerayut, who is also known for filing the complaint that led to the disbandment of the former opposition Move Forward Party, said on Thursday that he gave his statement to the OAG on Oct 30 and that he spent three hours explaining the details.

The lawyer said the officials he met with gave particular attention to Thaksin's extended stay at the hospital. He told them that he had prepared a list of witnesses for submission to the court if it accepted the petition.

The Constitutional Court has yet to decide whether to accept the petition for review. 

The court said that for the benefit of the case, it decided to ask the OAG to submit a report by Nov 11 detailing the actions taken regarding Mr Teerayut's petition, including whether evidence has been gathered.

Mr Teerayut said the court is expected to meet next Wednesday to decide whether to accept his petition.

He initially submitted the complaint to the OAG on Sept 24, asking it to investigate Thaksin and Pheu Thai and forward the case to the court for a ruling. He filed the complaint directly with the court after the OAG failed to act on his request within 15 days.

In the petition, Mr Teerayut also accused Thaksin of pushing the government to share marine resources in Thai waters with neighbouring Cambodia in a way that does not serve the country's interests.

The maritime boundary between the two countries remains in dispute, and Pheu Thai is currently seeking to revive negotiations, he said.
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                  Agencies take aim at mule accounts                

                More corporate accounts being opened as scam artists and fraudsters refine tactics
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                                The Department of Business Development (DBD) at the Ministry of Commerce is teaming up with the police Central Investigation Bureau (CIB) to combat corporate mule accounts and nominee operations.
Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra has issued a directive to curb cybercrime, focusing specifically on cracking down on corporate mule accounts often used by criminals to receive illicit funds, said Karom Polpornklang, a deputy spokesman for the Prime Minister's Office. 

In response, the DBD signed a memorandum of understanding with the CIB to establish a cooperative framework aimed at targeting the creation of corporate mule accounts and the use of nominee services to conceal the identities of individuals behind criminal activities.

These joint efforts will streamline resources and legal powers across agencies, enhancing both preventive and punitive measures to effectively deter criminal activities, the two parties said.

According to Mr Karom, more fraudsters registering corporate entities to open mule accounts. These accounts are then used to receive funds from scam victims, often deceived by fraudulent call centres.

Recently, authorities identified 602 corporate mule accounts linked to losses exceeding 680 million baht.

In another development, the Department of Special Investigation (DSI) recently raided 21 safety deposit boxes at commercial banks in Lop Buri province, uncovering approximately 300 million baht in assets connected to money laundering by the "Mae Mon" online gambling network.

The assets included gold, land deeds, jewellery and 15 million baht in cash.


	Related: Banks share data as part of crackdown
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                  Thai PM meets Myanmar junta chief                

                Paetongtarn says she 'offered our goodwill' during chat on sidelines of regional summit in China
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                                Thai Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra met Myanmar's junta chief on the sidelines of a regional summit in China on Thursday, in a rare overseas trip by a general grappling with a civil war at home.
Myanmar's ruling military has been battling against a rebellion that erupted after it seized power in a 2021 coup and has largely ignored calls by its Southeast Asian neighbours to cease hostilities and enter into dialogue with its opponents.

"We had a private conversation and there was nothing unexpected," Ms Paetongtarn said of her meeting with Senior Gen Min Aung Hlaing during an interview with Thai reporters.

"I offered our goodwill to cultivate peace."

The two countries share a 2,000-kilometre border and fighting in Myanmar has sometimes spilled into Thailand and disrupted border trade. Thousands of refugees from Myanmar, some of whom have been in Thailand for decades, live in camps in Tak and Mae Hong Son province.

During the Asean summit in Laos last month, Ms Paetongtarn called for heightened engagement with Myanmar, stressing there was "no military solution" and that it was "time to start talking".

She also hinted at Thailand's support for the junta's proposed election next year, a plan Asean has so far been reluctant to mention in its official statements.

The election, which opposition groups have either been barred from or refuse to contest, has been widely dismissed as a sham and is unlikely to be recognised by western governments.

On Thursday, Paetongtarn said Myanmar's conflict was an internal affair which it must manage, according to Thai media.

The two leaders were attending summits of the Greater Mekong Subregion and the Ayeyawady-Chao Phraya-Mekong Economic Co-operation Strategy (Acmecs) in Kunming, the capital of Yunnan province.

Min Aung Hlaing is barred from Asean summits because of the lack of progress on an Asean-led peace plan. His overseas trips have been few, mainly to Russia, a supporter of Myanmar's military and key supplier of its arms.

His visit to influential neighbour China is his first since the 2021 coup.

He met Chinese Premier Li Quiang on Wednesday and also held talks with Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet, who said, according to his Facebook page, that the general had expressed hope Myanmar's crisis would be resolved peacefully in the near future. 
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                  House, Senate hope to meet halfway on referendum                

                New proposal aims to break deadlock over differing views on what constitutes a majority
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                                A compromise could be on the horizon between the House of Representatives and the Senate on the criteria for a referendum on amending the constitution.
Hopes that the two bodies could meet halfway brightened on Thursday after a meeting of the joint House-Senate committee vetting the charter referendum bill.

Previously the Lower House stood firm on its stance that a simple majority of participating voters would be enough to pass a referendum on the government's plan to rewrite of the constitution. The Upper House favours a double majority, meaning at least 50% of registered voters must cast ballots and at least 50% of those votes must be in favour for the referendum to pass.

Nikorn Chamnong, chief strategist of the coalition Chartthaipattana Party, in his capacity as the secretary to the joint committee, has proposed a "one and a half layer" majority, somewhere between a simple majority and a double majority.

Even though both sides still affirmed their own stance about the ideal majority, they appeared open to his proposal, he said, referring to the MPs and senators on the committee.

No decision was reached on Thursday on the proposed halfway majority, in which more than half of the eligible voters is required to proceed with a referendum. Then the majority of votes cast by those participating eligible voters would be required to pass the referendum, he said.

Mr Nikorn has also proposed that the referendum be conducted by post as a way of saving the money on the cost of staging a referendum, estimated at 3 billion baht,

Thailand Post and the Election Commission (EC) will then be invited to the committee's meeting on Nov 20 to discuss the idea in detail.

A postal vote, he said, would likely result in more eligible voters taking part, considering its convenience.

Both senators and MPs on the committee said they wanted to first hear from Thailand Post before saying whether they agree with the idea or not, said Mr Nikorn.

"Personally, I think the double majority requirement is just too much and now that the halfway option has been proposed, the Senate side in particular [appeared open to it](#) when listing to the proposal," he added.

Senator Phisit Aphiwatthanaphong, a member of the committee, said he found the proposal for a postal vote interesting.

"If Thailand Post says it's ready to facilitate a postal referendum, it will be possible for us to agree to the referendum majority that might be less than the double majority. It could be the proposed halfway option," he said.

Thanakorn Wangboonkongchana, deputy leader of the United Thai Nation Party, said he agreed with both the halfway option and the postal referendum.

Prime Minister's Office Minister Chousak Sirinil, the Pheu Thai Party's legal expert, said his party stood firm on the Lower House's simple majority choice.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/2898072/house-senate-hope-to-meet-halfway-on-referendum



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Biden set to make first post-election comments                

                US president's public address follows concession by Kamala Harris after decisive Trump victory
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                                WASHINGTON - US President Joe Biden was set to address the nation on Thursday after a stinging election defeat for his Democratic Party at the hands of Republican Donald Trump, whose stunning political comeback has reverberated around the world.
Biden, who was replaced in July as the Democrats' candidate in the race by Vice President Kamala Harris due to concerns about his mental acuity after a stumbling debate with Trump, will speak at 11am local time (11pm Thursday Thailand time), the White House said.

Harris sought on Wednesday to console the voters who had hoped she would become the first woman to win the White House. She, like Biden, has promised to aid Trump's transition between now and his inauguration on Jan 20 but said she was not prepared to embrace his vision for the country.

Trump's campaign said Biden had invited him to a meeting at the White House at an unspecified time.

Former president Trump's victory, surprisingly decisive after opinion polls that had showed a neck-and-neck contest ahead of Tuesday's election, underscored how disenchanted Americans had become with the economy -- in particular the effect of inflation on their standard of living -- border security and the direction of the country and its culture.

Hispanics, traditionally Democratic voters, and lower-income households hit hardest by inflation helped fuel the victory. Harris' campaign had sought to press the message that Trump was unfit to serve again as president, as a convicted felon and one whose false claims of voting fraud after his 2020 election defeat spurred a mob to storm the US Capitol.

This time, Trump prevailed in five of the seven battleground states to push him past the 270 Electoral College votes needed to win the presidency and was leading in the remaining two, Arizona and Nevada, where votes were still being tallied.

He was also on track to become the first Republican presidential candidate to win the popular vote since George W Bush two decades ago. (Story continues below)

[image: Democratic presidential nominee Kamala Harris gestures as she delivers her concession speech at Howard University in Washington, DC on Wednesday. (Photo: Reuters)]
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'I do not concede the fight'

Harris, meanwhile, vowed to keep fighting for the ideals that powered her presidential campaign in a concession speech that acknowledged Trump's win while warning of potential dark times to come.

"While I concede this election, I do not concede the fight that fuelled this campaign," she told supporters, many of them in tears, at her alma mater Howard University, a historically Black college in Washington, late Wednesday afternoon.

Harris, her voice at times wavering, pledged to continue fighting for women's rights and against gun violence and to "fight for the dignity that all people deserve".

She said she had called Trump, congratulated him on his triumph and promised to engage in a peaceful transfer of power.

"The outcome of this election is not what we wanted, not what we fought for, not what we voted for, but hear me when I say -- hear me when I say: The light of America's promise will always burn bright," she said.

"A fundamental principle of American democracy is that when we lose an election, we accept the results. That principle, as much as any other, distinguishes democracy from monarchy or tyranny, and anyone who seeks the public trust must honour it," Harris said, in a nod at Trump's efforts, before he won, to sow doubt about the legitimacy of the election.

Harris encouraged her supporters, especially young people, not to give up even in their disappointment and said: "Sometimes the fight takes a while. That doesn't mean we won't win."

"I know many people feel like we are entering a dark time, but for the benefit of us all, I hope that is not the case. But here's the thing: America, if it is, let us fill the sky with the light of a brilliant, brilliant billion of stars ... the light of optimism, of faith, of truth and service," she said. (Story continues below)

[image: A supporter of Democratic presidential nominee Kamala Harris reacts as she delivers a concession speech at Howard University in Washington, DC on Wednesday. (Photo: Reuters)]
A supporter of Democratic presidential nominee Kamala Harris reacts as she delivers a concession speech at Howard University in Washington, DC on Wednesday. (Photo: Reuters)



Senate control

Republicans have also wrested control of the US Senate from the Democrats, ensuring Trump will control at least one chamber of Congress next year. It is not clear if they will retain their majority in the US House of Representatives, with dozens of races not yet called.

In the days and weeks ahead, Trump and his transition team will select personnel to serve under his leadership, his campaign said on Wednesday.

Tesla CEO Elon Musk, the world's richest man and a prominent Trump donor, has been promised a role in his administration, as has former presidential candidate Robert F Kennedy Jr.

JPMorgan CEO Jamie Dimon and billionaire hedge fund manager John Paulson are seen as possible new entrants to his administration, while former Trump officials Robert O'Brien and Mike Pompeo could return to office.

On trade, Trump is expected to revive policies he favoured during his first term, notably tariffs that he has called the "most beautiful word". That could set him on a collision course with China, which has the world's second largest economy, sow discord with allies and roil global industries from automakers to chipmakers.

Chinese President Xi Jinping sent Trump a congratulatory message and said he hopes the two powers will coexist peacefully and achieve win-win cooperation, China's state-run Xinhua news agency reported.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky was among world leaders congratulating Trump. But Trump has been critical of Biden's assistance for Ukraine in its war with Russia. He has said he could end the war in 24 hours but has not offered a detailed plan.

The White House plans to rush billions of dollars in security assistance to Ukraine before Biden leaves office in January, sources said on Wednesday, hoping to shore up the government in Kyiv before Trump takes over.


	Related: What does Elon Musk get for $130 million?
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                  Maid sentenced to 235 years for serial gold thefts                

                Khon Kaen shop owner says employee had stolen B25 million worth of items since 2021
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                                KHON KAEN - A maid has been sentenced to 235 years in jail for dozens of thefts of gold ornaments worth about 25 million baht from her employer's shop.
The owner of the gold shop in Ban Pai district of the northeastern province told police that he first became suspicious two months ago when he saw a gold necklace falling from the woman's apron pocket, a court heard.

When asked, the suspect, identified as Somjit Khumduang, said the necklace might have slipped into her pocket while she was standing at the display counter.

The owner later reviewed his security camera videos and discovered 47 instances of the woman stealing gold jewellery going back to 2021. The items stolen were worth about 25 million baht, he said.

Police said the accused used the stolen items to buy land and other valuables. She also posted photos on her Facebook, showing off a new motorcycle and new jewellery.

The owner said he told the woman many times to return what she had stolen but only about 7 million baht was given back.

Ms Somjit had been a maid at the shop for about 10 years, the owner said.
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                  Nissan to cut 9,000 jobs, announces restructuring                

                Japanese carmaker to reduce production capacity by 20%
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                                TOKYO -- Nissan Motor Company lowered its annual profit outlook, announced plans to cut 9,000 jobs and reduce capacity by 20%, as it seeks to cope with deteriorating sales in major markets.
The Japanese carmaker cut its full-year operating income guidance to Y=150 billion (US$975 million) from Y=500 billion for the fiscal period ending March 2025, it said Thursday. That is less than half of what analysts, on average, were projecting. 

Nissan's woes have stood out among Japanese brands struggling with a downturn in new car sales, and heavy competition from Tesla Incorporated and Chinese electric vehicle (EV) brands such as BYD (Build Your Dreams) Company. The downward revision is a setback for Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Makoto Uchida, who was seeking to improve profitability despite a gradual decline in sales.

The company said it will reduce production capacity by 20%, cut 9,000 jobs globally and sell back 10% worth of shares in Mitsubishi Motors Company, reducing its stake from the current 34%.

Profit for the quarter that ended September was Y=32 billion, falling short of consensus estimates for Y=65 billion, further still from the Y=208 billion it saw during the same period last year.

The Japanese carmaker is around eight months into a three-year turnaround plan meant to reinvigorate the business but was already backtracking earlier this year. In July, Nissan slashed its operating profit outlook for the current year that will end in March 2025 to Y=500 billion, down from its prior forecast of Y=600 billion due to poor sales in China, Japan and North America.

Uchida, who took up his current role in 2019 as the automaker was facing an existential crisis in the wake of former chairman Carlos Ghosn's departure, is seeking to expand Nissan's lineup of electric vehicles, forge new partnerships and sell an additional 1 million cars a year by 2027.

But analysts say the company's new lineup lacks excitement, and hybrid models -- a problem when consumer demand for EVs is waning.

Nissan, like many international legacy automakers, is struggling in China, the world's biggest car market. In June, it said it would cease production at a plant in Changzhou amid slumping sales.

Earlier this year, Nissan lowered its production goal for the current fiscal year by 50,000 units to 3.65 million vehicles but with global sales falling almost 4% to 1.6 million units between April and September, reaching that could be a challenge.
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                  Thaksin 'yet to testify' in hospital stay case                

                Constitutional Court expected to decide on Nov 13 whether to accept petition, says activist lawyer
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                                Ex-premier Thaksin Shinawatra has yet to testify in a case in which he and the ruling Pheu Thai Party are accused of attempting to undermine the constitutional monarchy, as the deadline for public prosecutors to submit a report on the case to the Constitutional Court approaches.
So far, only lawyer Teerayut Suwankesorn, who lodged the petition against Thaksin and the party, and Chousak Sirinil, the Prime Minister's Office Minister and Pheu Thai's chief legal expert, have testified at the Office of the Attorney-General (OAG), according to a source familiar with the case.

Among the many allegations in the petition is that Thaksin used the Ministry of Justice under the Pheu Thai-led government to secure an extended stay at the Police General Hospital when he should have been in jail following his conviction for abuse of power last year.

Mr Teerayut, who is also known for filing the complaint that led to the disbandment of the former opposition Move Forward Party, said on Thursday that he gave his statement to the OAG on Oct 30 and that he spent three hours explaining the details.

The lawyer said the officials he met with gave particular attention to Thaksin's extended stay at the hospital. He told them that he had prepared a list of witnesses for submission to the court if it accepted the petition.

The Constitutional Court has yet to decide whether to accept the petition for review. 

The court said that for the benefit of the case, it decided to ask the OAG to submit a report by Nov 11 detailing the actions taken regarding Mr Teerayut's petition, including whether evidence has been gathered.

Mr Teerayut said the court is expected to meet next Wednesday to decide whether to accept his petition.

He initially submitted the complaint to the OAG on Sept 24, asking it to investigate Thaksin and Pheu Thai and forward the case to the court for a ruling. He filed the complaint directly with the court after the OAG failed to act on his request within 15 days.

In the petition, Mr Teerayut also accused Thaksin of pushing the government to share marine resources in Thai waters with neighbouring Cambodia in a way that does not serve the country's interests.

The maritime boundary between the two countries remains in dispute, and Pheu Thai is currently seeking to revive negotiations, he said.
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                  Thai PM meets Myanmar junta chief                

                Paetongtarn says she 'offered our goodwill' during chat on sidelines of regional summit in China
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                                Thai Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra met Myanmar's junta chief on the sidelines of a regional summit in China on Thursday, in a rare overseas trip by a general grappling with a civil war at home.
Myanmar's ruling military has been battling against a rebellion that erupted after it seized power in a 2021 coup and has largely ignored calls by its Southeast Asian neighbours to cease hostilities and enter into dialogue with its opponents.

"We had a private conversation and there was nothing unexpected," Ms Paetongtarn said of her meeting with Senior Gen Min Aung Hlaing during an interview with Thai reporters.

"I offered our goodwill to cultivate peace."

The two countries share a 2,000-kilometre border and fighting in Myanmar has sometimes spilled into Thailand and disrupted border trade. Thousands of refugees from Myanmar, some of whom have been in Thailand for decades, live in camps in Tak and Mae Hong Son province.

During the Asean summit in Laos last month, Ms Paetongtarn called for heightened engagement with Myanmar, stressing there was "no military solution" and that it was "time to start talking".

She also hinted at Thailand's support for the junta's proposed election next year, a plan Asean has so far been reluctant to mention in its official statements.

The election, which opposition groups have either been barred from or refuse to contest, has been widely dismissed as a sham and is unlikely to be recognised by western governments.

On Thursday, Paetongtarn said Myanmar's conflict was an internal affair which it must manage, according to Thai media.

The two leaders were attending summits of the Greater Mekong Subregion and the Ayeyawady-Chao Phraya-Mekong Economic Co-operation Strategy (Acmecs) in Kunming, the capital of Yunnan province.

Min Aung Hlaing is barred from Asean summits because of the lack of progress on an Asean-led peace plan. His overseas trips have been few, mainly to Russia, a supporter of Myanmar's military and key supplier of its arms.

His visit to influential neighbour China is his first since the 2021 coup.

He met Chinese Premier Li Quiang on Wednesday and also held talks with Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet, who said, according to his Facebook page, that the general had expressed hope Myanmar's crisis would be resolved peacefully in the near future. 
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                  Nissan to cut 9,000 jobs, announces restructuring                

                Japanese carmaker to reduce production capacity by 20%
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                                TOKYO -- Nissan Motor Company lowered its annual profit outlook, announced plans to cut 9,000 jobs and reduce capacity by 20%, as it seeks to cope with deteriorating sales in major markets.
The Japanese carmaker cut its full-year operating income guidance to Y=150 billion (US$975 million) from Y=500 billion for the fiscal period ending March 2025, it said Thursday. That is less than half of what analysts, on average, were projecting. 

Nissan's woes have stood out among Japanese brands struggling with a downturn in new car sales, and heavy competition from Tesla Incorporated and Chinese electric vehicle (EV) brands such as BYD (Build Your Dreams) Company. The downward revision is a setback for Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Makoto Uchida, who was seeking to improve profitability despite a gradual decline in sales.

The company said it will reduce production capacity by 20%, cut 9,000 jobs globally and sell back 10% worth of shares in Mitsubishi Motors Company, reducing its stake from the current 34%.

Profit for the quarter that ended September was Y=32 billion, falling short of consensus estimates for Y=65 billion, further still from the Y=208 billion it saw during the same period last year.

The Japanese carmaker is around eight months into a three-year turnaround plan meant to reinvigorate the business but was already backtracking earlier this year. In July, Nissan slashed its operating profit outlook for the current year that will end in March 2025 to Y=500 billion, down from its prior forecast of Y=600 billion due to poor sales in China, Japan and North America.

Uchida, who took up his current role in 2019 as the automaker was facing an existential crisis in the wake of former chairman Carlos Ghosn's departure, is seeking to expand Nissan's lineup of electric vehicles, forge new partnerships and sell an additional 1 million cars a year by 2027.

But analysts say the company's new lineup lacks excitement, and hybrid models -- a problem when consumer demand for EVs is waning.

Nissan, like many international legacy automakers, is struggling in China, the world's biggest car market. In June, it said it would cease production at a plant in Changzhou amid slumping sales.

Earlier this year, Nissan lowered its production goal for the current fiscal year by 50,000 units to 3.65 million vehicles but with global sales falling almost 4% to 1.6 million units between April and September, reaching that could be a challenge.
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                  Mayor shot dead in Narathiwat                

                Men armed with war weapons flee after attack at garment factory
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                                The mayor of a tambon in Rueso district of Narathiwat was shot dead by a group of men armed with war weapons at his garment factory in the southern border province on Thursday.
The fatal attack occurred at 11.40am at the Hand-in-Hand factory in tambon Rueso, according to the Internal Security Operations Command (Isoc) Region 4 forward command.

Wichet Thaithongnum, 55, was found dead with gunshot wounds inside a meeting room at the factory.

The initial investigation found that four assailants travelling on two motorcycles arrived at the factory at Yalaebor Village Moo 5 in Rueso district. They entered the meeting room and fired shots at Wichet, who was holding a meeting with Nuree Dewadalae, the chairwoman of the factory's community enterprise. After the shooting, the men fled immediately.

Wichet, locally known as "Mayor Arm", was a two-time mayor of tambon Rueso. He also served as chairman of the Narathiwat sports association and owned the Hand-in-Hand factory.

Authorities are investigating the motive for the attack.

Local media reported that people often visited the factory on study trips as its community enterprise created jobs and generated income for local residents. Shops selling local goods were also located in the compound of the factory.
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A man in black carrying a weapon is seen in front of a room inside the Hand-in-Hand garment factory in Rueso district of Narathiwat on Thursday. (Security camera image on Hong Khao Dantai Facebook page)
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                  Lawyer, wife arrested for alleged fraud, money-laundering                

                Police say couple appeared to be attempting to flee the country, but they deny all charges
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                                Police arrested high-profile lawyer Sittra Biabungkerd and his wife on a highway east of Bangkok on Thursday morning and charged them with fraud and money laundering in connection with a billionaire's allegation that she lost 71 million baht to him.
Sittra and Pathitta Biabungkerd were stopped by Central Investigation Bureau (CIB) officers while they were travelling in their Porsche Cayenne on a section of the Kabin Buri-Chachoengsao Highway in Phanom Sarakham district of Chachoengsao, heading away from Bangkok.

Pol Maj Gen Akaradet Pimolsri, an assistant police chief, said the couple appeared to be preparing to escape to Cambodia, so police decided to arrest them.

The arrest took place on the same day the Criminal Court issued warrants for the arrest of the couple, as requested by the CIB.

Mr Sittra was charged with fraud and money laundering offences. His wife was charged with money laundering offences.

The suspects were brought to the Crime Suppression Division (CSD) for processing. Upon arrival, they did not answer reporters' questions.

Pol Maj Gen Suwat Saengnoom, the CIB deputy commissioner, said the couple denied all charges and that police would oppose their temporary release on bail.

Police seized their Porsche with licence plate number Thor Kor 999, registered in Bangkok. They found travel bags, bedding and a file of documents inside.

Officers also searched Mr Sittra's house in Taling Chan district of Bangkok in the afternoon and impounded dozens of items of jewellery and luxury bags for examination.

On Tuesday, Mr Sittra appeared at the CSD to request that police question him in a case in which a Thai woman alleged that he tricked her out of 71 million baht with a claimed online lottery project. The lawyer told reporters that the woman had given him the sum as a gift.

The 58-year-old woman, Jatuporn "Madame Oy" Ubonlert, had recently filed her complaint with police and had been questioned by interrogators several times before the arrest warrant was issued.

The native of Nakhon Ratchasima province reportedly lives with her French husband in France and won a EuroMillions lottery jackpot worth several billion baht there.

Mr Sittra earlier made headlines when he represented a retired policeman in a 30-million-baht government lottery ticket theft case in Kanchanaburi province and filed a money laundering accusation against a former national police chief.

[image: Mr Sittra arrives at the Crime Suppression Division in Bangkok on Thursday afternoon. (Photo supplied)]
Mr Sittra arrives at the Crime Suppression Division in Bangkok on Thursday afternoon. (Photo supplied)




	Read more: Who is celebrity lawyer Sittra Biabungkerd?
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                  Thailand would benefit from any US-China trade war, says minister                

                Minister says Thailand does not have to choose sides
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                                Thailand's economy stands to gain from any trade war between the United States and China, Commerce Minister Pichai Naripthaphan said on Thursday, adding the Southeast Asian country had good relations with both nations and would not need to take sides in a dispute.
In a trade war, US imports of Chinese goods would drop, and Thai products should replace them, meaning that Thai exports to the US will increase, he told reporters.

"We have a good balance between the US and China ... the Americans love us, the Chinese love us, we don't have to choose sides," Mr Pichai said, adding a delegation of American businesses visit Thailand in November.

The minister said he hoped for more investment from the United States, citing plans by hard disk producers Seagate and Western Digital to expand their existing operations in Thailand.

On Wednesday, Mr Pichai told reporters that a rush of new investments is expected in the coming years from China, the US and other countries which see Thailand as a neutral and friendly player in global geopolitics.

"[Donald] Trump's win will be beneficial for Thailand, because Republicans are pro-business and the US-China trade war will continue and result in more investments from both countries into Thailand," he said.

"Everybody wants to invest in Thailand and use us as a manufacturing hub for exports to other countries."

[image: Commerce Minister Pichai Naripthaphan says both the Chinese and the Americans love Thailand. (Photo: Chanat Katanyu)]
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Trump, who won the US presidential election on Wednesday, has threatened to ramp up the trade contest with China by slapping steep tariffs on imports, moves that could upend global trade. 

Southeast Asian countries were among the biggest beneficiaries of the US-China trade war during Trump's first term in office as companies relocated businesses from China to the region to circumvent punitive tariffs and trade curbs.

A longtime manufacturing powerhouse for automobiles and electronics, Thailand has in recent months ramped up efforts to attract investment from global companies to bolster growth from an average of less than 2% under a decade of military-backed rule.
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                  Transport minister plans road safety campaign for motorcyclists                

                Plan will require dealers to sell two helmets with each motorcycle
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                                Transport Minister Suriya Jungrungreangkit has announced a plan aimed at promoting road safety, particularly targeting motorcyclists and their passengers who fail to wear crash helmets.
Under the plan, those caught not wearing helmets will be required to undergo several hours of road safety training next year, during which they will review videos highlighting the dangers of not complying with helmet regulations.

Mr Suriya said on Thursday that the main causes of road fatalities in the country are motorbike accidents and not wearing a helmet.

"I believe that motorcyclists and pillion riders will cooperate because they will not want to waste time for the training," Mr Suriya said.

He said the plan will also require motorcycle dealers to sell two crash helmets with every motorcycle sold, an increase from the current rule of one helmet.

Mr Suriya quoted the World Health Organization (WHO) as reporting that 25 per 100,000 Thai people died in road accidents last year. The government aims to reduce the death rate to 12 per 100,000 by 2027, he added.

Public Health Minister Somsak Thepsutin said that traffic accidents contribute to 18,000 deaths, more than 1 million injuries, about 10,000 disabilities and economic losses estimated at 600 billion baht annually in Thailand.
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                  Digital economy seen growing 19% in 2024                

                Gross merchandise value to reach $46bn
              

                                  
                    
                      [image: The GMV of Thailand's e-commerce sector has gained significant momentum and is projected to grow 19% to $26 billion in 2024, up from just 9% growth last year.]
                                              
                          The GMV of Thailand's e-commerce sector has gained significant momentum and is projected to grow 19% to $26 billion in 2024, up from just 9% growth last year.                        

                                          

                  

                                Thailand's digital economy continues to record strong double-digit growth, fuelled by the rise of e-commerce, particularly video commerce and online travel services.
In 2024, the country's digital economy is expected to grow 19% over last year to US$46 billion on the basis of gross merchandise value (GMV).

The country's digital economy expanded 26% in 2023 to generate a GMV of $39 billion and it is projected to reach a GMV of $100-165 billion in 2030, according to a report jointly produced by Google, Temasek and Bain & Company titled "e-Conomy SEA 2024 - Profits on the Rise, Harnessing SEA's Advantage".

While the growth aligns with Southeast Asia's digital economy, which has now entered a more mature phase with slower growth compared to 2023, Thailand remains the second-largest digital economy and e-commerce market in the region.

In the first half of 2024, investment worth around $6 billion was committed to build artificial intelligence (AI)-ready data centres in Thailand. The country has 60 megawatts of current data centre capacity with additional capacity planned that would see it expand by over 550% from its present level, the report says.

The report covers six countries in the region and focuses on six leading sectors in the digital economy, namely e-commerce, online travel, food delivery, online media, food delivery and financial services.

The GMV of Thailand's e-commerce sector has gained significant momentum and is projected to grow 19% to $26 billion in 2024, up from just 9% growth last year.

The GMV of the e-commerce sector is projected to reach $60 billion by 2030, driven by the rising popularity of video commerce, as interactive shopping experiences and engaging content captivates Thai consumers, fuelling online sales.

The GMV of online travel is also expected to expand 32% to $10 billion in 2024 and is projected to reach $20 billion in 2030. Thailand's tourism sector is growing as visa measures are relaxed, including exemptions for visitors from 93 countries (up from 57), as well as the digital nomad visa, and visa-on-arrival schemes.

The GMV of transport and food is expected to grow 6% to $4 billion compared with 14% growth in 2023. It is projected to reach $10 billion by 2030.

Digital payment in the country is projected to expand 5% to $141 billion in terms of gross transaction value (GTV) in 2024, with GTV expected to reach $250-310 billion in 2030.

The report expects growth in digital wealth and lending will accelerate towards 2030. Digital lending will have loan book balance of $14 billion this year, representing 28% growth. It is projected to reach $50-60 billion in 2030.

Digital wealth will have assets under management of $17 billion in 2024 and it is projected to grow to $110 billion in 2030.

According to the report, the Bangkok Metropolitan Region leads in AI interest and demand, while the leading industries driving such demand are education, gaming and marketing.

In the region, video commerce is boosting Southeast Asia's e-commerce, gaining 20% of the sector's total GMV in 2024, compared to less than 5% in 2022.

The report found that following years of investment in growth, key players in Southeast Asia's digital economy have progressed towards profitability by doubling down on monetisation strategies.

With sustainable growth as the ultimate goal, they will continue innovating to generate revenue and become more cost-efficient, the report notes.

The key players' profitability has consistently grown at double-digits or above over the past three years, demonstrating that GMV and profit growth can happen in parallel.
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									A day at Khao Kheow Zoo

									Besides adorable Moo Deng, a trip to this animal sanctuary is a chance to observe diverse wildlife
								

								Even though it was nearly midday, I found myself stuck in traffic for several kilometres en route to Khao Kheow Open Zoo. It turned out to be the outcome of families trying to spend the last few days of school break with Moo Deng, the superstar baby pygmy hippo.
								To ease gridlock and provide convenience, the zoo has implemented an online ticketing system, but things did not appear to go as planned. When I entered the Amazenia zone, I was startled to see hundreds of visitors in an extended queue that stretched across a shaded bridge from a walkway.

Staff members suggested that visitors monitor real-time movements of Moo Deng and her mother Jonah to plan their routes. At the same time, they were told to remain quiet while seeing Moo Deng and her mother's way of life in the submerged realm, which serves as their sanctuary.

Three-month-old Moo Deng still closely clings to her mother and requires three to five hours of sleep during the day. Based on her regimen, she takes a bath between 8am and 9am and eats onshore between 9am-10am and 2pm-3pm. However, visitors can't expect things to happen as planned because no one can force her.

In the afternoon, it took me 40 minutes to enter the hippopotamus kingdom. Mae Mali and Kha Moo stood by to welcome visitors as Moo Deng's sibling, a five-year-old pygmy hippo named Moo Tun, was bathing in a shaded pond. Each round, just 30 to 50 people are allowed, and they will only get five minutes to have a close-up look at Moo Deng.

[image: A group of capybaras.]
A group of capybaras.



"Since she is a newborn, Moo Deng relies on milk as her main source of nutrition. She follows her mother regardless of whether she eats or sleeps. Around six months of age, she will begin eating more grass and leave on her own. Sometimes, we feed them morning glory and leaves from jackfruit and banyan trees, which are rich in fibre and good for their excretory systems," said Srisak Sukchum, head of the Wildlife Management Department at Khao Kheow Open Zoo.

"Moo Deng weighs 32.7kg, and when she reaches adulthood, her weight might exceed 200kg. She will consume about 10% of her weight in food, according to her body score. In order to keep them cool during the hot weather, we mist them with water and provide fresh fruit. Moo Deng and her mother will be separated when she turns one year old."

I suppose I was lucky as Jonah and Moo Deng awoke and prepared to climb up. Upon hearing other parents and their kids yelling Moo Deng many times, the two adorable hippos immediately plunged back into the water, and our dreams were dashed.

"We plan to install new glass windows to provide visitors a clear view of Moo Deng in water. Rail fences will be built to ensure safety. Phase 2 of the Africa zone is expected to start in 2026 and will include a sanctuary for pygmy hippopotamuses," Srisak added.

Following a short encounter with hippos, tourists can spend some time at the neighbouring home of the capybara gang, which is increasingly popular with young explorers. Typically found in the savannas and jungles of central and southern America, they are currently gliding over Thailand's lush mountain scenery, where tourists may have the opportunity to feed them carrots, maize and napier grass on weekends and holidays.

[image: To see Moo Deng, visitors are willing to wait in long lines.]
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Just a few metres away, a series of little tree houses surrounded by green bushes and native plants give the impression that visitors are playing hide-and-seek with a group of two-toed sloths, the world's slowest animal, who hide and slumber there.

If visitors slow down, they can find giant tortoises from different regions, including the southern river terrapin, the red-eared slider, the South Asian box turtle, the Sulcata from Africa, and the Aldabra giant tortoise from the Indian Ocean.

The Bird Aviary is another popular spot for families to discover the marvel of nature. It's designed to resemble a verdant tropical jungle with more than 20 kinds of birds and fowls. Here, visitors may stroll along a network of shady canopy walkways or hide in the bushes, while a flock of pied imperial pigeons, Victoria-crowned pigeons, Siamese fire back, Nicobar pigeons, black-crested bulbuls, golden-fronted leafbirds, and white Indian peafowls can be seen lingering on the hill and sweeping from branch to branch in search of food.

To tour this 5,000 rai zoo, visitors can catch a shuttle tram to the Africa zone. For 30 baht, customers can buy Manila tamarind leaves to feed docile giraffes. With a stunning mountain backdrop, a herd of ostriches, blue wildebeest, oryx, and nyala feel free to graze on the green grassland that allows visitors to observe them from a distance.

[image: Moo Deng draws over 10,000 visitors to Khao Kheow Open Zoo on weekends.]
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Visitors can also take a short stroll to see a huge flock of larger flamingos, cashmeres, a newborn Southern white rhino, hyenas, white lions, and zebras. Raised by the banks of a lake, Lemur Land attracts travellers every Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturday, Sunday, and holiday with a fun rafting experience that allows them to feed a squad of ring-tailed lemurs. Then, you can visit the cold land to cool off during the day and look for the best spot to witness a penguin parade hopping on the shore and waving to welcome visitors.

Before leaving the zoo, visitors can drive their cars in zone 2 and get a taste of what a safari game drive would be like. Chimpanzees, orangutans, tapir, sambar deer, gaurs, the tiger valley, and the Australian forest, which is home to kangaroos and koalas, are on display there. An elephant swimming display is another attraction. Through glass windows, visitors can unwind while observing a group of lovely pachyderms taking a shower on the ground or diving into the water.

"We have zookeepers and staff on duty in each zone. We use the elephant swimming exercise to show how they live. Visitors should refrain from hurting or upsetting wild animals by jumping into their sanctuaries, yelling at them, or throwing objects at them since we come to learn about their way of life. Every activity is predicated on conditions that ensure the safety of both wild animals and tourists," Srisak said.

My journey came to a conclusion at Bangsaen Aquarium, which is located in Burapha University's Institute of Marine Science. It has been a popular weekend escape for families who are interested in exploring the aquatic world since it opened in 1970.

[image: Mae Mali.]
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Inside, the exhibition is divided into six zones to educate young adventurers about marine ecosystems. A school of tigerfish, hermit crabs, and beautiful sea anemones greeted visitors as we began our tour in the Coastal Life zone. A tidal pool illustrates how the sea level changes often, either once or twice a day, depending on the influence of the Sun and Moon, giving us the impression that we are standing on a rocky beach.

We ventured farther into the Kitchen of the World and Colors of the Sea zones, which are home to clown fish, coral reef, jellyfish, butterflyfish, snakeskin gourami, moon wrasse, and longfin bannerfish. Some 500 species of dangerous and odd-shaped fish that can blend in with their environment to evade predators or pursue prey are on show in the Strange Beauty Hides Poison zone. Groupers, lionfish, pufferfish, eels, stingrays, cowfish, and catfish are a few examples.

Also on display are temporary exhibitions that highlight outstanding research from the Institute of Marine Science at Burapha University. During the day, visitors can explore the underwater habitat and watch seasoned divers feed sharks and other large fishes during an exciting diving show.

[image: The Bird Aviary houses more than 20 kinds of birds and fowls.]
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Travel info

Khao Kheow Open Zoo is at 235, Sri Racha district, Chon Buri. It's open daily from 8am to 6pm. Tickets are 80 baht for children, 200 baht for adults and 350 baht for foreigners. Find out more details, call 038-318-444 or visit khaokheow.zoothailand.org.

Bangsaen Aquarium is in Mueang Chon Buri district, Chon Buri. It's open daily from 9am to 4pm. Tickets are 40 baht for children, 80 baht for adults and 220 baht for foreigners. Find more details at bims.buu.ac.th or facebook.com/bimsthailand.
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                  Banks preparing to suspend interest fees                

                Scheme to assist vulnerable debtors
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                                The Thai Bankers' Association (TBA) is implementing a new debt restructuring programme covering borrowing valued at 1.4 trillion baht, aimed at alleviating household debt over three years.
Speaking at a meeting of the Joint Standing Committee on Commerce, Industry and Banking on Wednesday, TBA chairman Payong Srivanich said the group is preparing to suspend interest payments for vulnerable borrowers, including those with mortgages, auto loans and small business loans, as part of a targeted relief measure.

Auto loan borrowers eligible for debt relief can have a maximum credit line with a financial institution of 700,000 baht each.

The maximum credit line for mortgages and small business loans is set equally at 3 million baht each.

The interest payment suspension is available for three years and will target the most vulnerable borrowers, according to Mr Payong.

Vulnerable borrowers eligible for the scheme are facing difficulties with debt repayment.

The criteria for identifying such borrowers will be clarified at a later stage, he said.

According to data from the National Credit Bureau, the total value of special mention loans and non-performing loans combined is about 1.4 trillion baht.

"The interest payment suspension is a short-term measure to ease household debt over three years," said Mr Payong.

"This will be a starting point for the country's debt relief, which will expand later as the government sets a broader economic policy for long-term sustainable growth."

He said the programme requires approval from regulatory agencies and the cabinet, adding it is expected to be implemented next year.

The private sector plans to meet with the Bank of Thailand on Nov 14 to discuss the debt relief programme.

Mr Payong said the TBA also plans to establish a three-year fund to manage household debt.

The funding for the interest suspension scheme will come from a reduction in the Financial Institution Development Fund (FIDF) fee contribution for banks, along with contributions from banks, according to the TBA.

The Finance Ministry will allow banks to lower their fee contribution to the FIDF to 0.23% of deposits, down from the current level of 0.46%.

The remaining 0.23% will likely be used to contribute to the new fund, with additional support from banks to enhance the debt measure, noted the TBA.

To avoid moral hazard and ensure the effective reduction of household debt, borrowers who benefit from the suspension must adhere to the debt restructuring plan and refrain from incurring new loans over the three-year period.

Eligible borrowers must have signed their loan contracts with banks before Jan 1 of this year and must be facing challenges with their loan repayments, based on debt data as of Oct 31.

The initiative is designed to help targeted borrowers reduce their debt burden and encourage financial discipline throughout the restructuring period, according to the TBA.
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                  Changi Airport to hike fees to fund upgrades                

                Cost of flying in and out of Singapore will rise gradually from 2025-30
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                                Changi Airport in Singapore will charge passengers and airlines more to fly in and out of the city-state to help finance a S$2.3-billion (US$1.75 billion) upgrade of its terminals.
The operator of one of Asia's most-awarded airports said in a statement on Thursday that the hike in fees, between 2025 and 2030, will aid in covering the cost of rising demand for air travel while enabling the airport to stay competitive.

"As a major air hub for the Asia-Pacific region and beyond, Changi Airport is well-poised to serve this rise in demand and provide better connectivity to travellers," it said.

"The aviation sector will continue to be a key driver of economic growth for Singapore and provide more and better jobs for Singaporeans."

Most of the money will go towards upgrading baggage handling systems, expanding check-in desk facilities, improving airside infrastructure and also paying for some wider refurbishments of the facilities outright, such as Terminal 3, which will be 20 years old by 2030.

The passenger service and security fee for people departing from Singapore is currently S$46.40, which is added into ticket prices. By April 2030, it will reach S$58.40, a 26% increase.

Fees for transit passengers will be tripled, from S$6 to S$18 in stages by 2030. There will also be a one-time increase to the aviation levy, from S$8 to S$10, in 2027.

For everyday passengers, the added cost translates into about a 1% rise in airfares relative to the average cost of an economy-class ticket, according to Thursday's statement.

Some of the new airside facilities include more remote aircraft parking stands that can be used for both passenger and cargo jets, bringing the total number of aircraft stands to more than 200.

Some taxiways will also be reinforced to accommodate the eventual arrival of Boeing's new B777X family of planes, which will be the world's longest twin-engine aircraft.

Various systems for the Skytrain that links the airport's terminals, including signalling and communications, will be replaced and new cars will be added for additional capacity.

[image: The skytrain that connects the various terminals in Changi Airport passes through the Jewel Changi entertainment and retail complex. (Photo: Reuters)]
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                Japanese carmaker to reduce production capacity by 20%
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                                TOKYO -- Nissan Motor Company lowered its annual profit outlook, announced plans to cut 9,000 jobs and reduce capacity by 20%, as it seeks to cope with deteriorating sales in major markets.
The Japanese carmaker cut its full-year operating income guidance to Y=150 billion (US$975 million) from Y=500 billion for the fiscal period ending March 2025, it said Thursday. That is less than half of what analysts, on average, were projecting. 

Nissan's woes have stood out among Japanese brands struggling with a downturn in new car sales, and heavy competition from Tesla Incorporated and Chinese electric vehicle (EV) brands such as BYD (Build Your Dreams) Company. The downward revision is a setback for Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Makoto Uchida, who was seeking to improve profitability despite a gradual decline in sales.

The company said it will reduce production capacity by 20%, cut 9,000 jobs globally and sell back 10% worth of shares in Mitsubishi Motors Company, reducing its stake from the current 34%.

Profit for the quarter that ended September was Y=32 billion, falling short of consensus estimates for Y=65 billion, further still from the Y=208 billion it saw during the same period last year.

The Japanese carmaker is around eight months into a three-year turnaround plan meant to reinvigorate the business but was already backtracking earlier this year. In July, Nissan slashed its operating profit outlook for the current year that will end in March 2025 to Y=500 billion, down from its prior forecast of Y=600 billion due to poor sales in China, Japan and North America.

Uchida, who took up his current role in 2019 as the automaker was facing an existential crisis in the wake of former chairman Carlos Ghosn's departure, is seeking to expand Nissan's lineup of electric vehicles, forge new partnerships and sell an additional 1 million cars a year by 2027.

But analysts say the company's new lineup lacks excitement, and hybrid models -- a problem when consumer demand for EVs is waning.

Nissan, like many international legacy automakers, is struggling in China, the world's biggest car market. In June, it said it would cease production at a plant in Changzhou amid slumping sales.

Earlier this year, Nissan lowered its production goal for the current fiscal year by 50,000 units to 3.65 million vehicles but with global sales falling almost 4% to 1.6 million units between April and September, reaching that could be a challenge.
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                  TimeVallee Bangkok King Power Rangnam: A New Jewel in Thailand's Luxury Watch Crown                

                TimeVallee Makes a Dazzling Debut in Bangkok's High-End Timepiece Scene
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                                In the realm of luxury, few things captivate the imagination quite like a finely crafted watch. The subtle ticking of gears, the precise motion of hands sweeping gracefully across an intricately designed dial - these elements transcend mere timekeeping. For enthusiasts, a luxury watch represents an art form, a harmonious blend of craftsmanship and engineering that stands as a testament to human ingenuity.
This passion found a new home as TimeVallee, the esteemed Swiss multi-brand luxury watch & jewelry retail concept, unveiled its first store in Thailand. Nestled within the prestigious King Power Complex in Bangkok, this flagship boutique promises to redefine the luxury shopping experience in Southeast Asia. But what makes this new venture a haven for aficionados of high-end timepieces?

[image: ]

The Allure of Mechanical Mastery

To understand the excitement surrounding TimeVallee Bangkok King Power Rangnam's arrival, one must first appreciate what makes luxury watches so irresistible. For many, it's the complexity and precision of mechanical and automatic movements. These masterpieces are not merely devices that tell time; they are works of art, each representing the culmination of centuries of horological expertise. From tourbillons that counteract the effects of gravity to perpetual calendars tracking time across centuries, these timepieces showcase the pinnacle of human craftsmanship.

Owning a luxury watch is about more than tracking hours and minutes. It's about possessing a piece of history, celebrating the dedication of master artisans, and expressing personal style with a timeless accessory. The rich heritage of brands like Vacheron Constantin, Cartier, and "Jaeger-LeCoultre" each boasting centuries of history-appeals to those who value elegance and mechanical perfection.

In an increasingly digital world, luxury watches offer a tangible link to tradition. Their intricate inner workings, finely tuned movements, and the deliberate craftsmanship involved stand in stark contrast to the fleeting nature of modern gadgets. Wearing a luxury watch is a statement of valuing quality, precision, and artistry in a rapidly changing world.

[image: ]

TimeVallee: A New Playground for Enthusiasts

Enter TimeVallee Bangkok King Power Rangnam, the latest jewel in Thailand's luxury retail scene. Spanning an impressive 447 square meters, this space is more than a store - it's a journey through the art of watchmaking. Featuring a stunning 34-meter-long facade and a permanent event space, the boutique invites visitors to explore the world of horology in unparalleled style.

TimeVallee offers a curated selection of the world's most prestigious watch brands, including Baume & Mercier, Cartier, IWC Schaffhausen, Jaeger LeCoultre, Panerai, Piaget, Roger Dubuis, and Vacheron Constantin. Each brand is showcased in its own unique setting, allowing visitors to fully immerse themselves in the heritage and craftsmanship of these iconic maisons.

What truly sets TimeVallee apart is its commitment to creating an immersive experience. Mr. Apichet Srivaddhanaprabha, Assistant Chief Operating Officer of King Power Group, emphasizes this vision: "The launch of TimeVallee Bangkok at King Power Rangnam represents a significant milestone for King Power as a leader in the travel retail industry. By partnering with TimeVallee, we are bringing a world-class luxury watch retail experience to Bangkok. Our goal is to meet the diverse needs of watch collectors, attract a new generation of investors, and establish ourselves as the ultimate destination for prestigious watch enthusiasts in Thailand."

A Treasure Island of Discovery

One of the most exciting aspects of TimeVallee is its open-concept, multi-brand approach, distinguishing it from traditional mono-brand boutiques. Visitors are encouraged to explore at their leisure, much like adventurers discovering treasures on a secluded island. From limited-edition pieces to the latest releases from renowned watchmakers, there's always something new to uncover.

[image: ]

Antares Cheng, Chief Commercial Officer of King Power, envisions TimeVallee as more than a retail space: "At TimeVallee Bangkok King Power Rangnam, we offer an immersive, multi-brand experience where customers can explore watches at their own pace. It's like discovering a treasure island, where visitors can freely explore and pick out pieces that appeal to them. This experience is something you can't find in typical mono-brand watch boutiques, which lack the element of discovery and surprise that we provide."

This sense of exploration is key to TimeVallee's appeal. The store fosters a collaborative environment where customers engage with the heritage and craftsmanship of each brand. It's about more than making a purchase; it's about cultivating a deep appreciation for the artistry behind every timepiece.

A Global Destination for Collectors

TimeVallee Bangkok King Power Rangnam launch follows a series of successful openings worldwide including Tokyo, Seoul, New Jersey and Montreal. The Thailand flagship marks a significant step in TimeVallee's expansion in the Asia Pacific region being the first store in Southeast Asia. As a major international tourist destination, Bangkok was a natural choice for TimeVallee's next venture.
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Eddie Han, Chief Executive Officer of TimeVallee Asia Pacific, explains, "TimeVallee started its journey in 2015 originating from Asia and has since established a global network with over 53 stores worldwide. Thailand has long been on our radar for strategic development; therefore, we are delighted to have King Power as the strategic partner to bring this project to life. Our collective ambition is to create the new multi-brand watch destination at downtown Bangkok, for both local and international clients."

Catering to Collectors and Newcomers Alike

What makes TimeVallee truly special is its ability to cater to both seasoned collectors and newcomers to the world of luxury watches. Whether you're a long-time enthusiast or just beginning to explore horology, TimeVallee offers something for everyone.

"At TimeVallee Bangkok King Power Rangnam, we cater to both experienced watch collectors and newcomers to the world of luxury watches," says Cheng. "Our goal is to engage a wide audience, not just hardcore collectors but also those who may be less familiar with watches. We want to attract new customers to expand our base while still satisfying the needs of long-time collectors."

TimeVallee provides a platform for collectors to grow their collections while introducing newcomers to the joys of owning a luxury watch.

[image: ]

Exclusive Pieces and Immersive Experiences

For those seeking exclusivity, TimeVallee Bangkok King Power Rangnam offers a range of limited-edition pieces, including watches from Roger Dubuis available only in-store. Beyond rare finds, TimeVallee plans to host special events like watchmaking masterclasses, allowing customers to engage hands-on with the intricate craftsmanship of each timepiece.

"Our mission is to share the heritage and craftsmanship of these brands with watch enthusiasts," says Han. "In the coming months, we'll host events where clients can learn about the artistry behind luxury watches. These experiences are designed to be immersive, so customers can truly appreciate the work that goes into each piece."
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Where Time Stands Still

TimeVallee Bangkok is more than just a store - it's an experience. For watch lovers, it's a place to explore, discover, and immerse themselves in the world of luxury timepieces. Whether captivated by the precision of a tourbillon or intrigued by the heritage of a centuries-old brand, visitors will find a space where time seems to stand still, allowing them to fully appreciate the artistry and craftsmanship of fine watchmaking.

As the doors to this new flagship open, it's evident that TimeVallee Bangkok King Power Rangnam is set to become a hub for watch enthusiasts in Thailand and beyond. Whether in search of the perfect timepiece or simply wishing to delve into the world of horology, TimeVallee Bangkok King Power Rangnam stands as the ultimate destination.



Experience the luxury and innovative watch multi-brand destination, filled with captivating stories of watchmaking, today at TimeVallee Bangkok King Power Rangnam, located on the 2nd floor of King Power Rangnam. Open daily from 10:00 AM to 9:00 PM. For more information, visit www.timevallee.com or Instagram: @timevallee.
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                Minister says Thailand does not have to choose sides
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                                Thailand's economy stands to gain from any trade war between the United States and China, Commerce Minister Pichai Naripthaphan said on Thursday, adding the Southeast Asian country had good relations with both nations and would not need to take sides in a dispute.
In a trade war, US imports of Chinese goods would drop, and Thai products should replace them, meaning that Thai exports to the US will increase, he told reporters.

"We have a good balance between the US and China ... the Americans love us, the Chinese love us, we don't have to choose sides," Mr Pichai said, adding a delegation of American businesses visit Thailand in November.

The minister said he hoped for more investment from the United States, citing plans by hard disk producers Seagate and Western Digital to expand their existing operations in Thailand.

On Wednesday, Mr Pichai told reporters that a rush of new investments is expected in the coming years from China, the US and other countries which see Thailand as a neutral and friendly player in global geopolitics.

"[Donald] Trump's win will be beneficial for Thailand, because Republicans are pro-business and the US-China trade war will continue and result in more investments from both countries into Thailand," he said.

"Everybody wants to invest in Thailand and use us as a manufacturing hub for exports to other countries."

[image: Commerce Minister Pichai Naripthaphan says both the Chinese and the Americans love Thailand. (Photo: Chanat Katanyu)]
Commerce Minister Pichai Naripthaphan says both the Chinese and the Americans love Thailand. (Photo: Chanat Katanyu)



Trump, who won the US presidential election on Wednesday, has threatened to ramp up the trade contest with China by slapping steep tariffs on imports, moves that could upend global trade. 

Southeast Asian countries were among the biggest beneficiaries of the US-China trade war during Trump's first term in office as companies relocated businesses from China to the region to circumvent punitive tariffs and trade curbs.

A longtime manufacturing powerhouse for automobiles and electronics, Thailand has in recent months ramped up efforts to attract investment from global companies to bolster growth from an average of less than 2% under a decade of military-backed rule.
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                Gross merchandise value to reach $46bn
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                                Thailand's digital economy continues to record strong double-digit growth, fuelled by the rise of e-commerce, particularly video commerce and online travel services.
In 2024, the country's digital economy is expected to grow 19% over last year to US$46 billion on the basis of gross merchandise value (GMV).

The country's digital economy expanded 26% in 2023 to generate a GMV of $39 billion and it is projected to reach a GMV of $100-165 billion in 2030, according to a report jointly produced by Google, Temasek and Bain & Company titled "e-Conomy SEA 2024 - Profits on the Rise, Harnessing SEA's Advantage".

While the growth aligns with Southeast Asia's digital economy, which has now entered a more mature phase with slower growth compared to 2023, Thailand remains the second-largest digital economy and e-commerce market in the region.

In the first half of 2024, investment worth around $6 billion was committed to build artificial intelligence (AI)-ready data centres in Thailand. The country has 60 megawatts of current data centre capacity with additional capacity planned that would see it expand by over 550% from its present level, the report says.

The report covers six countries in the region and focuses on six leading sectors in the digital economy, namely e-commerce, online travel, food delivery, online media, food delivery and financial services.

The GMV of Thailand's e-commerce sector has gained significant momentum and is projected to grow 19% to $26 billion in 2024, up from just 9% growth last year.

The GMV of the e-commerce sector is projected to reach $60 billion by 2030, driven by the rising popularity of video commerce, as interactive shopping experiences and engaging content captivates Thai consumers, fuelling online sales.

The GMV of online travel is also expected to expand 32% to $10 billion in 2024 and is projected to reach $20 billion in 2030. Thailand's tourism sector is growing as visa measures are relaxed, including exemptions for visitors from 93 countries (up from 57), as well as the digital nomad visa, and visa-on-arrival schemes.

The GMV of transport and food is expected to grow 6% to $4 billion compared with 14% growth in 2023. It is projected to reach $10 billion by 2030.

Digital payment in the country is projected to expand 5% to $141 billion in terms of gross transaction value (GTV) in 2024, with GTV expected to reach $250-310 billion in 2030.

The report expects growth in digital wealth and lending will accelerate towards 2030. Digital lending will have loan book balance of $14 billion this year, representing 28% growth. It is projected to reach $50-60 billion in 2030.

Digital wealth will have assets under management of $17 billion in 2024 and it is projected to grow to $110 billion in 2030.

According to the report, the Bangkok Metropolitan Region leads in AI interest and demand, while the leading industries driving such demand are education, gaming and marketing.

In the region, video commerce is boosting Southeast Asia's e-commerce, gaining 20% of the sector's total GMV in 2024, compared to less than 5% in 2022.

The report found that following years of investment in growth, key players in Southeast Asia's digital economy have progressed towards profitability by doubling down on monetisation strategies.

With sustainable growth as the ultimate goal, they will continue innovating to generate revenue and become more cost-efficient, the report notes.

The key players' profitability has consistently grown at double-digits or above over the past three years, demonstrating that GMV and profit growth can happen in parallel.
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                                The Thai Bankers' Association (TBA) is implementing a new debt restructuring programme covering borrowing valued at 1.4 trillion baht, aimed at alleviating household debt over three years.
Speaking at a meeting of the Joint Standing Committee on Commerce, Industry and Banking on Wednesday, TBA chairman Payong Srivanich said the group is preparing to suspend interest payments for vulnerable borrowers, including those with mortgages, auto loans and small business loans, as part of a targeted relief measure.

Auto loan borrowers eligible for debt relief can have a maximum credit line with a financial institution of 700,000 baht each.

The maximum credit line for mortgages and small business loans is set equally at 3 million baht each.

The interest payment suspension is available for three years and will target the most vulnerable borrowers, according to Mr Payong.

Vulnerable borrowers eligible for the scheme are facing difficulties with debt repayment.

The criteria for identifying such borrowers will be clarified at a later stage, he said.

According to data from the National Credit Bureau, the total value of special mention loans and non-performing loans combined is about 1.4 trillion baht.

"The interest payment suspension is a short-term measure to ease household debt over three years," said Mr Payong.

"This will be a starting point for the country's debt relief, which will expand later as the government sets a broader economic policy for long-term sustainable growth."

He said the programme requires approval from regulatory agencies and the cabinet, adding it is expected to be implemented next year.

The private sector plans to meet with the Bank of Thailand on Nov 14 to discuss the debt relief programme.

Mr Payong said the TBA also plans to establish a three-year fund to manage household debt.

The funding for the interest suspension scheme will come from a reduction in the Financial Institution Development Fund (FIDF) fee contribution for banks, along with contributions from banks, according to the TBA.

The Finance Ministry will allow banks to lower their fee contribution to the FIDF to 0.23% of deposits, down from the current level of 0.46%.

The remaining 0.23% will likely be used to contribute to the new fund, with additional support from banks to enhance the debt measure, noted the TBA.

To avoid moral hazard and ensure the effective reduction of household debt, borrowers who benefit from the suspension must adhere to the debt restructuring plan and refrain from incurring new loans over the three-year period.

Eligible borrowers must have signed their loan contracts with banks before Jan 1 of this year and must be facing challenges with their loan repayments, based on debt data as of Oct 31.

The initiative is designed to help targeted borrowers reduce their debt burden and encourage financial discipline throughout the restructuring period, according to the TBA.
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                                Thai Drinks Co Ltd, the manufacturer of Crystal Drinking Water, is teaming up with the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) to invest 100 million baht in a marketing campaign to promote domestic tourism.
From October 2023 to September 2024, Thailand's drinking water market was worth 45.7 billion baht, an increase of 6.1% year-on-year, according to Nielsen IQ data.

Crystal accounted for 18% of the market share.

Suporn Denpaisarn, marketing director for the non-alcoholic beverage business at Thai Drinks, said the brand has achieved strong growth across channels, notably in modern trade, where sales have increased by 7%, driven by expanded distribution through Lotus's branches.

Despite facing intense price competition from local water brands in this segment, Crystal also experienced a 5% growth in traditional trade.

To differentiate itself from other drinking water brands and avoid a price war, the company plans to focus on marketing campaigns which connect and create brand loyalty with the customer, Ms Suporn said.

This year, the company plans to allocate 100 million baht for the marketing campaign called "Crystal: Connecting You to Blue Spaces", which aims to promote mental and emotional relaxation.

In partnership with the TAT, the brand seeks to connect Thais with the country's scenic water destinations which resemble "blue spaces", encouraging relaxation and tranquillity in nature.

Apichai Chatchalermkit, TAT's deputy governor for domestic marketing, said the collaboration includes the creation of 10 unique packaging label designs featuring five iconic tourist attractions across four regions of Thailand, such as the Pha Dok Siew waterfall in Chiang Mai province and the Khao Sok National Park in Surat Thani province.

Moreover, by scanning the QR code on the new labels, consumers can immerse themselves in a virtual relaxation experience with 360-degree videos, featuring soothing water sounds and stunning visuals of nature, Ms Suporn said.

She said the company will target customers in the North and Northeast this year as it already has a strong hold in Bangkok and other provinces in the central region.

Ms Suporn said the company aims to expand product availability across all of Lotus's branches nationwide, driving growth in the market for the coming year.
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                                Thailand is targeting 8 million European tourists next year, contributing to a new high of 11 million long-haul visitors, as the Tourism and Sports Ministry pledges to expedite efforts with airlines and ambassadors for a full international flight resumption.
"The future of Thai tourism is bright, dynamic and full of opportunities. We are investing in infrastructure, streamlining the visa process and creating new products and services to ensure that Thailand remains at the forefront of global tourism," Tourism and Sports Minister Sorawong Thienthong said at the World Travel Market (WTM) 2024, one of the largest tourism trade shows, held in London between Nov 5-7.

After the event, he will invite foreign ambassadors to Thailand, focusing on major markets like the UK, Germany, Eastern Europe and the Middle East, along with airline representatives, to discuss flights and preparation for 2025, especially during the high season.

He said his ministry will collaborate with other ministries such as the Transport Ministry and the Finance Ministry for subsidy programmes, such as fuel price and tax reductions for airlines.

This year, Thailand expects to welcome 9.6 million long-haul tourists, including 7.3 million from Europe, according to the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT).

With 11 million long-haul tourists next year, its revenue should exceed 896 billion baht, sharing 40% of the overall 2.2 trillion baht in foreign receipts.

Some 42 tourism operators have joined the TAT pavilion at the WTM, to attract the UK, European and other long-haul markets.

The agency estimates at least 950 business appointments during the event, generating over 898 million baht.

Princess Ubolratana also attended the event to promote Thailand's soft power and sustainable tourism.

THAILAND RESUMPTION

Nithi Subhongsang, managing director of Nutty's Adventures, a Thai destination management company, said European tourists are the main clients of the company, particularly small tour groups, seeking local experiences and responsible tourism travel.

Mr Nithi said the company's revenue should recover to 80% of the pre-pandemic level this year, driven by strong demand from Europe, although high inflation and geopolitical tensions remain challenges for this market.

He said the government should ensure continuity of policies, including sustainable tourism, and ensure second-tier cities emerge in order to distribute income to local communities and prevent overtourism in key destinations.

Sam Collins, product manager for Far East of Best at Travel, a luxury outbound tour operator in the UK, said Thailand is known for its warm hospitality as well as affordability.

Last year, over 4,000 tourists from the UK visited Thailand via the company, generating over PS8 million (351,775,614 baht). Thailand was the third biggest destination for UK visitors, or roughly 15%, following the Maldives and Dubai.

Targeting luxury tour groups, Thailand already has high class hotels and beautiful destinations, said Mr Collins.

He said tourists nowadays want to explore less-crowded sites, such as Koh Lipe, Koh Samet, Koh Tao and Khao Lak, shifting away from major cities like Phuket, Samui and Krabi.

He said the Thai government should invest more in transportation between cities, particularly railways, as well as support carriers to increase international direct flights.

THAI chief commercial officer Korakot Chatasingha said the national carrier is promoting Bangkok as a tourism and aviation hub for European tourists, before travelling to other destinations in the region.

European flights should contribute around 30% of revenue to the airline this year.

It will increase flight frequencies to 91 per week in December, adding Belgium to its roster, up from 84 weekly flights at present.

Its average load factor for Europe flights remains robust at over 80%. Among all routes, London is the only destination offering first class service.

With 88 aircraft in its fleet by 2025, the airline will at least maintain the same flight frequency for European routes, he said.
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                                The Energy Ministry is planning to launch measures to soften the impact of expiring biofuel price subsidies in 2027, as the fuels become more expensive, affecting palm and sugar cane growers.
The farmers sell their produce to factories, which produce two types of biofuels: ethanol from sugar cane-derived molasses and palm oil-derived methyl ester.

The prices of ethanol, which is mixed with gasoline to make gasohol, and methyl ester, which is blended with diesel to make biodiesel, are currently higher than refined oil. This prompted authorities to spend some of the state Oil Fuel Fund to subsidise biofuels to promote their usage.

"Once the subsidy programme expires, the biofuel-blended oils will become more expensive," said Energy Minister Pirapan Salirathavibhaga.

This will economically damage farmers in the future, so the government needs to find ways to help them, he said.

Mr Pirapan said he wants the Energy and Industry ministries to jointly draft a new law on palm and palm oil, hoping it can help palm growers deal with the impact following a rise in methyl ester prices.

The minister did not elaborate on how the law can help palm growers, saying only it should benefit the farmers in the same way the Sugar Cane and Sugar Act does.

The Act encourages cane farmers and sugar millers to work with the government to manage sugar cane plantation and sugar sales in domestic and overseas markets.

"We expect to set up a joint panel comprising officials from the two ministries within two weeks to work together," said Mr Pirapan.

As of October this year, the prices of ethanol and methyl ester were 32.32 and 35.35 baht a litre, respectively, compared with ex-refinery prices of gasoline and diesel at 20-21 baht a litre, according to energy officials.

Authorities have subsidised biofuel prices in order to reduce the expense of oil imports.

"The move was later viewed as helping farmers, though this is just a by-product of the policy, not a primary aim," he said.
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                  CPI gains for 7th consecutive month                

                              

                                The consumer price index (CPI) rose for a seventh consecutive month in October, up 0.83% year-on-year, driven by higher prices of food, diesel and electricity.
Poonpong Naiyanapakorn, director-general of the Trade Policy and Strategy Office (TPSO), said headline inflation was 0.83% in October year-on-year.

He said the rise was mainly based on a surge in food prices, especially fresh vegetables and fruit.

In addition, the prices of diesel and electricity increased from a low base last year as a result of the government's energy subsidy.

However, the prices of gasohol and gasoline fell, in line with global oil prices.

As for other goods and services, their prices moved in a normal direction, said Mr Poonpong.

The CPI in October compared with September fell by 0.06% month-on-month, largely attributed to a 0.11% decrease in the non-food and beverages category.

The average CPI over the past 10 months rose by 0.26% year-on-year.

Core inflation (excluding fresh food and energy) increased by 0.77% year-on-year for the period.

As for November, TPSO predicts headline inflation will increase based on three key factors.

First, the price ceiling of diesel at 33 baht per litre is higher than the same period last year because of the termination of the government's support measures for fuel.

Second, household electricity prices have increased because of a low base last year as state support measures for electricity costs were reduced this year.

Finally, the prices of products and services related to tourism have risen, especially airfares, in line with the high season.

However, Mr Poonpong said some factors could temper inflation.

For instance, the global crude oil price is lower than last year.

The current average price is US$70 per barrel, compared with $80 in 2023.

Furthermore, the prices of fresh vegetables have returned to normal levels as the impact of temporary factors such as flooding and heavy rainfall in some areas of the country has ended.

Lastly, major wholesalers and retailers are likely to continue organising marketing promotions following the government's implementation of the first round of stimulus measures.

The Commerce Ministry predicts headline inflation this year will fall within a range of 0.2% to 0.8%, averaging 0.5%, aligning with economic circumstances.
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        India must close its gender jobs gap
        While female workforce participation consistently lags behind men's globally, there are deep regional disparities, with the largest gender employment gaps found in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) states and South Asia.

      

      
        S112 won't fix itself
        The Lower House's recent decision to shoot down a report on an amnesty bill, including an analysis of the lese majeste laws, will make it much harder for the country to address much-needed reconciliation.

      

      
        Afghan women's rights draw little attention
        Afghanistan's tragedy continues. Since the chaotic end of the Afghan war in August 2021, the country is now again ruled by the Islamic fundamentalist Taliban, which has literally turned the clock back on any hints of modernisation and civil and human rights advancements. The rights of women, and especially girls, have plummeted into a medieval miasma.

      

      
        Finance for a sustainable future
        Whenever the world's financial and political leaders convene -- whether at the G20 summit, the United Nations General Assembly, or the International Monetary Fund and World Bank annual meetings -- the most urgent development challenges are nearly always on the agenda. Increasingly, the solution these leaders propose to such problems, from poverty alleviation and public-health crises to climate...

      

      
        Bigger fish to fry and try
        A group of fishermen from Samut Songkhram continued their pursuit of justice this week against government agencies and a private company, which they have accused of being responsible for releasing an invasive species of fish into public water resources years ago.

      

      
        Why do some countries prosper while others falter?
        Why have some countries grown rich and others not? The three winners of this year's Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences -- Daron Acemoglu, Simon Johnson, and James A Robinson -- offer a simple answer: institutions. Countries with "inclusive" institutions -- which underpin an open society, accountable government, economic freedom, and the rule of law -- do better than those with "extractive"...

      

      
        Financial flexibility key to growth
        Trade associations in Thailand are stuck with a frustrating rule -- they can only keep their income in savings accounts. This limits their ability to make smarter investments that could grow their funds. Without a change in the law, they will keep missing opportunities to increase resources and offer more value to their members.

      

      
        America can learn a lot from  Botswana polls
        Botswana's elections have always been seen as a model for Africa, but the one last week has a somewhat wider relevance. The way its politicians handled victory and defeat could serve as a model for politicians in the United States.

      

      
        Time to cast a wider net
        Police officers with the Anti-Trafficking in Persons Division deserve a pat on the back for arresting three human trafficking suspects believed to be involved in the suffocation deaths of three Rohingya in an overcrowded truck on Oct 17.

      

      
        Strengthening vulnerable coastlines
        Roughly 40% of the world's population inhabits coastal areas. In addition to being home to 12 of the world's 15 largest cities, these regions serve as an essential lifeline for countless small villages and towns. With around 80% of international trade passing through seaports, coastal regions also play an outsize economic role, accounting for 60-70% of global GDP.
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									India must close its gender jobs gap								

															

																While female workforce participation consistently lags behind men's globally, there are deep regional disparities, with the largest gender employment gaps found in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) states and South Asia.
India is a striking example of this dynamic. Among women aged 25-60 in rural areas, the labour-market participation rate dropped sharply from 54% in 1980 to 31% in 2017 (National Sample Survey (1980) and Periodic Labor Force Survey (2017)). In urban areas, the decline has been less dramatic, from 26% to 24%. Meanwhile, male employment rates remained relatively stable, further widening the gender gap in the world's most populous country.

Given the well-documented economic benefits of higher female employment, Indian policymakers are eager to reverse this trend. Projections suggest that increasing the female workforce participation rate by just ten percentage points could increase India's GDP by 16%. In fact, improving female employment rates worldwide could add $12 trillion to global GDP.

To encourage women to enter the labor market, policymakers must first understand the root causes of India's low female workforce participation rate. Early research points to a range of supply-side barriers, such as the U-shaped relationship between income and education, the unequal division of domestic labour (particularly childcare and eldercare), and social norms that discourage women from working outside the home. The problem is also exacerbated by the preference for non-working women in the marriage market, limited mobility, inadequate skills training, and safety concerns at work and in public spaces.

Many of these barriers are rooted in household dynamics, but governments can still play a pivotal role in addressing them. One way is to support export-oriented industries. While supply-side constraints affect economies across MENA and South Asia, countries like Bangladesh have experienced a rise in female employment thanks to growing demand from export-driven sectors. This mirrors the experience of Southeast Asian countries, where export-oriented manufacturing has led to a surge in women entering the labor market.

History also offers valuable insights. In the United States, the female employment rate rose dramatically in the space of 100 years, from less than 5% in 1890 to more than 60% in 1990. The critical turning point came during World War II, when labour shortages led to higher wages, greater acceptance of women in traditionally male-dominated jobs, and the emergence of alternative care options.

In India, much of the policy debate has focused on the demand-side barriers that women face in the job market. Labour demand has not been favourable to Indian women, as mechanisation in the agriculture sector reinforces gender disparities while the lack of decent jobs and the dominance of small firms -- many of which fail to provide essential amenities like maternity leave and child care -- limit women's work opportunities. The impact of such barriers is compounded by insufficient support for female entrepreneurship and widespread employer discrimination against married women and mothers. Moreover, well-intentioned regulations like the Maternity Benefit Act and the POSH Act, intended to increase the number of women in the workforce, also raise the cost of hiring them, inadvertently creating additional obstacles.

Recognising that low female employment impedes economic growth, the Indian government has allocated an unprecedented 6.5% of its latest annual budget to programs promoting gender equality in housing, pensions, education, and health care. The budget also boosts funding for initiatives aimed at improving women's safety, mobility, and caregiving options, such as establishing targeted skills-training programs, hostels, and child-care facilities for working women, and expanding market access for enterprises run by women-led, community-based self-help groups.

But the real test will be the quality and reliability of these services. If child-care facilities provide substandard care, or hostels fail to ensure women's safety, participation will remain low. Moreover, skills programmes in India have had little success outside major cities. A recent study in Uttar Pradesh found that just 11% of graduates of industrial training institutes were able to secure employment. International studies also suggest that insufficient job opportunities may limit the impact of skill-building initiatives. Creating quality jobs offering higher wages is crucial for supply-side measures to be effective.

When men struggle to find jobs, integrating women into the workforce becomes even more challenging. Notably, nearly 12% of Indian men aged 20-35 in urban areas who completed schooling were unemployed in 2022. For this reason, the government's latest budget includes several initiatives to boost employment. One such programme aims to encourage internships, with the government providing firms a monthly allowance of [?]5,000 ($60, or 2.000 baht) and offering labour-market entrants a one-time wage-assistance subsidy of up to [?]15,000. Employers will also be eligible for up to [?]3,000 per month for two years following every new hire, offsetting their social-security contributions. Other measures to expand small firms' access to credit markets include doubling the limit for small loans by public-sector banks to micro enterprises from [?]1 million to [?]2 million.

But the effectiveness of some of these measures remains uncertain, given that top firms are likely to hire the most skilled candidates even without government intervention. Employers will increase hiring only when the benefits outweigh the costs. As long as burdensome regulations, inflexible labour laws, infrastructure bottlenecks, and unfavorable industrial and trade policies persist, job creation will continue to stagnate.

By fostering a business-friendly economy -- one that simplifies firm entry and exit and removes barriers to growth -- India could both empower women and unlock its economic potential. It's a lesson many countries cannot learn soon enough. (c)2024 Project Syndicate

Kanika Mahajan is Associate Professor of Economics at Ashoka University.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/2897443/india-must-close-its-gender-jobs-gap



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									S112 won't fix itself								

															

																	
										
											[image: ]
																					

									

																The Lower House's recent decision to shoot down a report on an amnesty bill, including an analysis of the lese majeste laws, will make it much harder for the country to address much-needed reconciliation.
The report's thwarting has much to do with Pheu Thai's reversal of its stance on reforming Section 112, which was a party election campaign promise.

The study prepared by the Lower House's special committee is not legally binding. It only examines overall problems on political charges and offers views and solutions.

The Lower House voted 270:152 against the report, with most Pheu Thai members defending their reservations.

They said the Section 112 amendment is too sensitive and involves security matters.

The report, chaired by Pheu Thai MP Chusak Sirinil, was intended to give input to the House when it convenes early next month to consider four existing amnesty bills.

Apart from lese majeste, the report also looks into the application and impact of Section 110 of the Criminal Code for anyone harming the monarch and/or trespassing on the freedom of the Queen, the heir apparent, and the regent. Those convicted of violating Section 110 face 16-20 years or even lifetime imprisonment.

The study proposes to recommend an amnesty.

The lawmakers' move against the report does not bode well for the committee's deliberation of four amnesty bills when it convenes early next month.

The four are proposed by the people's sector, the now-dissolved Move Forward party (MFP), which covers all political cases, the United Thai Nation party, and the Teachers for the People Party.

The Pheu Thai Party is said to have its own bill that does not include Section 112 offences, as demanded by political activists and academic groups.

The ruling party has been going back and forth on S112 from the beginning. Promises for a lese majeste law amendment and bail for those accused of offending the high institution were made during the 2023 election campaign for political gains.

The party earlier said that its Section 112 amendment proposal is not tantamount to abolishing the monarchy and that parliament should be where this contentious law is discussed.

Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra was quoted by media early last year as saying this law should be discussed in parliament.

But the latest development only attests to those words being just rhetoric. Regardless of political hues and ideologies, lese majeste remains the elephant in the room.

During the four years of the Prayut Chan-o-cha administration, at least 275 people, mostly young activists, faced charges of Section 112 violation in over 300 lawsuits. This has affected civil society, and addressing it is needed to move the nation forward.

Making this crucial yet orthodox law untouchable will only expose it to politicisation and possibly affect the monarchy it was meant to defend.

By refusing to even discuss the contentious issues in parliament, our lawmakers invite self-censorship into the heart of a democratic institute.
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									Afghan women's rights draw little attention								

															

																Afghanistan's tragedy continues. Since the chaotic end of the Afghan war in August 2021, the country is now again ruled by the Islamic fundamentalist Taliban, which has literally turned the clock back on any hints of modernisation and civil and human rights advancements. The rights of women, and especially girls, have plummeted into a medieval miasma.
Fortunately, during a series of human rights hearings late last month, the UN General Assembly's Third Committee addressed the Afghan crisis.

Special Rapporteur Richard Bennett details "the Taliban's systematic gender oppression, amounting to gender persecution, and which is described as "gender apartheid" by many Afghans.

"The new so-called law "Vice and Virtue law" institutionalises an expanding list of restrictions blatantly violating the rights of women and girls."

The UN's Richard Bennett, a New Zealand national, served as chief of the Human Rights Section during the UN's longtime Mission in Afghanistan.

He warned, "It also impacts the entire society, including men, religious minorities and journalists, as it infringes on their cultural rights, religious freedoms, and freedom of expression.

"Women are literally silenced and are being seen as a threat against the Taliban's vision and strategy."

The appalling and shameful pullout of American forces by the Biden/Harris administration squandered the blood and treasure that the US and the world community invested in trying to improve Afghanistan's socio/economic status since 2001.

Through four US administrations, billions of dollars, and more than 2,400 American lives, not to mention over 20,000 wounded, the Afghan war ended with a shameful and catastrophic debacle.

The pullout triggered jarring geopolitical repercussions which were soon felt from Ukraine to the Taiwan Straits. The aftershocks remain far from over.

The enduring oppression continues.

Mr Bennett stresses, "The lack of a strong, united response from the international community has already emboldened the Taliban... they introduced a so-called 'morality' law not only further restricting virtually every aspect of women's [lives].

"For over three years, girls and women have been barred from secondary education and beyond."

Since the Taliban seized power, Afghanistan is now the only country in the world to ban girls and women over 12 years old from schools and universities, according to Unesco.

Moreover, according to a US State Department Country Report on Afghanistan, "The Taliban's edicts formalised discrimination and exclusion of women and girls from most aspects of society and at a nationwide level. Women did not have equal legal rights, compared to men."

The recently concluded General Assembly debate barely mentioned the case of Afghanistan, let alone the trauma facing its citizens.

Though the international community faces a growing list of crises, the tragedy in Afghanistan dates from the late 1970s and the Soviet invasion of the country.

Moscow's move led to the rise of Islamic militant groups such as the Taliban and equally put the country in a state of near-permanent conflict for 45 years.

Today, in the Freedom House global ratings of civil and political rights, Taliban Afghanistan ranks six out of 100, namely one of the world's most repressive countries.

Significantly, no country in the world formally recognises the Taliban government; equally, the Taliban does not hold the Afghanistan seat at the UN.

Amid severe shortcomings in women's rights, Afghanistan's 45 million people still face staggering under-development, food and medicine shortages and lack of health care.

UN humanitarian aid remains the only tenuous lifeline for a beleaguered land where about half the population needs food and health assistance.

The UN's Bennett concluded, "We must send a clear message to the Taliban: there will be consequences for violations of human rights.

"We need to demonstrate to Afghans that the international community stands with them, not just in words, but through decisive actions."

A key issue remains that the Taliban regime's isolation has been hostile to foreign aid donors and outreach. Taliban thus becomes a victim of its own hubris and self-serving arrogance, but sadly, it's the Afghan people, especially the women, who suffer under this dystopian regime.

John J Metzler is a United Nations correspondent covering diplomatic and defence issues. He is the author of 'Divided Dynamism: The Diplomacy of Separated Nations; Germany, Korea, China'.
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									Finance for a sustainable future								

															

																Whenever the world's financial and political leaders convene -- whether at the G20 summit, the United Nations General Assembly, or the International Monetary Fund and World Bank annual meetings -- the most urgent development challenges are nearly always on the agenda. Increasingly, the solution these leaders propose to such problems, from poverty alleviation and public-health crises to climate change and the energy transition, is more financing.
They are not wrong. Addressing each of these challenges requires more than a trillion dollars (34 trillion baht). For example, Latin America and the Caribbean need $2.2 trillion to invest in sustainable infrastructure, while emerging markets worldwide require $1.5 trillion per year for such projects. And much of this financing will come from multilateral development banks (MDBs), which have already started to use their balance sheets more aggressively.

But equally important is MDBs' innovative deployment of instruments -- including capital-market mechanisms, structured finance, and sustainability-linked bonds -- to mobilise more public and private finance for such investments. Moreover, MDBs are offering guarantees, debt swaps, contingency financing without commitment fees, and climate-resilience clauses to client countries in exchange for commitments to mitigate greenhouse gas emissions and protect nature.

To be sure, these instruments are not necessarily new. The Code of Hammurabi, which is nearly 4,000 years old, allows for the suspension of debt payments following a flood or drought. The use of green capital-market instruments dates back to at least the 1640s, when Dutch water boards issued perpetual bonds to finance improvements to local canals. And credit guarantees have existed since the 19th century.

The innovation is that MDBs have introduced these instruments into cross-border finance. Facilitating further progress requires ensuring that they are integrated into developing countries' economic policies and become standardised -- and thus replicable.

For many emerging and developing economies, balancing economic growth with poverty alleviation and climate objectives is the central challenge. Their governments must deploy the full range of available financial tools to combat global warming while ensuring that these efforts result in productivity gains and growth. Otherwise, their debt will become unsustainable.

The energy transition, for example, requires investing in renewables, expanding transmission networks to overcome the intermittency problem, and mitigating the risk of stranded fossil-fuel assets. In many developing countries where utilities are financially constrained, the burden is unaffordable. Climate finance thus requires economic policymaking that considers the ability of consumers and taxpayers to repay these investments. Policies related to pricing, regulation, sector planning, and the investment environment will increasingly determine financial viability.

The dramatic increase in the frequency and severity of extreme weather also requires a shift in economic thinking. Finance ministers generally rely on emergency-response financing to rebuild after such events, based on the belief that catastrophes are few and far between. However, the most intense hurricanes are now more than three times more frequent than they were a century ago, droughts last longer, and more predictable events, such as seasonal storms, are increasingly severe. Worse, disasters -- including pandemics -- are increasingly overlapping.

Governments must therefore use proactive financial instruments -- from loans that finance flood management systems to guarantees that support climate-change adaptation -- to build resilience before extreme weather events occur. Each dollar spent on advance planning can save up to $13 in reconstruction costs when a crisis hits, minimising emergency borrowing.

Another innovation is the standardisation of available mechanisms. This includes clarity on their intended use, because markets must understand the benefits accruing from instruments that incentivise sustainable practices in order to price them properly. To that end, the United States Commodity Futures Trading Commission recently issued guidance for the listing of carbon-offset derivatives, and the International Sustainability Standards Board is focusing on developing green bond standards. If we want voluntary carbon markets to grow, and the price of green finance to reflect the real value of addressing climate change and supplying global public goods, then how such instruments are used must be verifiable and easily comprehensible.

The cost of not investing in climate mitigation and resilience, as well as other development goals, increases every year, making guarantees and insurance products ever more expensive in the most vulnerable and least prepared countries. MDBs should provide more green financing, but standardising innovative instruments and encouraging their use in economic policymaking are just as important. (c)2024 Project Syndicate 

Jordan Schwartz is Executive Vice President of the Inter-American Development Bank.
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																A group of fishermen from Samut Songkhram continued their pursuit of justice this week against government agencies and a private company, which they have accused of being responsible for releasing an invasive species of fish into public water resources years ago.
In September, 1,400 fishermen sued 18 parties including the Fisheries Department and agro giant Charoen Pokphand Foods (CPF) in civil court, seeking over 2.4 billion baht in compensation for the economic losses caused by the surge in numbers of blackchin tilapia, which have infested many national waterways including aquatic farms.

On Monday, they were informed that they would have to wait for another two months as the Samut Songkhram provincial court had adjourned. The court will announce its decision on whether to hear the case in January. The petitioners thus turned to the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) to lodge their complaint against officials in the Fisheries Department for negligence in not properly controlling a private firm conducting research into "alien" species.

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) conducted a probe in 2017 and found that the Department of Fisheries, which only granted permits to import this fish species, "failed in its duty to ensure that the agro giant had abided by the rules".

It is a tough fight because the public's attention has gradually waned, and the government does not seem bothered about finding out the truth. This will only corrode people's trust in the integrity of state agencies. It will also affect the level of biodiversity protection and controls in Thailand. It also begs several questions: How many lab tests with foreign fish species are conducted locally? And are state agencies qualified to control private researchers in following the applicable safety standards?

At present, most of the news about the blackchin tilapia relate to menus and dishes the government has promoted in the hope of raising consumption of the species.

The Fisheries Department, with the help of CPF, has been active in reducing the number of blackchin tilapia by incentivising fishermen to catch them, and by releasing more predators into the waterways to consume them. Needless to say, the department claims these moves are making solid progress.

Regardless, how can the public trust the department now and take it at its word, especially after it has ignored the warnings from local fishermen for many years?

To rebuild this lost trust, the government and the department should establish a national body to monitor the impact of the blackchin tilapia on biodiversity and include the impacted fishermen in this mission.

So far, the species has reportedly been located in about 20 provinces. A reliable and neutral team of academics must monitor their impact and provide verifiable data to generally placate the public.

The government must be sincere in protecting biodiversity. It should follow the recent recommendation by a House of Representatives sub-committee urging state agencies to pursue legal action against state officials and the company responsible for violating Section 97 of the National Environment Quality Promotion and Protection Act 1992.

The subcommittee's study into the spread of the fish also pointed to some of the individuals behind it. Meanwhile, an examination of the blackchin tilapia's DNA showed they likely originated from the lab in question.

The top priority must be finding those responsible.
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																Why have some countries grown rich and others not? The three winners of this year's Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences -- Daron Acemoglu, Simon Johnson, and James A Robinson -- offer a simple answer: institutions. Countries with "inclusive" institutions -- which underpin an open society, accountable government, economic freedom, and the rule of law -- do better than those with "extractive" institutions that reward those in power.
The World Bank's institutional-quality rankings seem to support this assessment. Based on six governance indicators: control of corruption, voice and accountability, government effectiveness, political stability and absence of violence, regulatory quality, and the rule of law. These rankings are highly correlated with national income per capita, from top (Denmark and Finland) to bottom (Equatorial Guinea and South Sudan).

But correlation does not mean causation. Showing that inclusive institutions led to prosperity -- not the other way around -- is no easy feat. After all, many countries pursue, for example, reforms to their tax and regulatory systems as the economy becomes more developed, not before. South Korea climbed in the World Bank's institutional-quality rankings during its period of democratisation, which came after its economic takeoff, suggesting that high-quality institutions were more likely a result than a cause of growth.

Usually, the two kinds of development -- institutional and economic -- occur simultaneously, making it difficult to distinguish cause and effect. That is why the causality question long seemed to be an insoluble problem. Mr Acemoglu, Mr Johnson, and Mr Robinson tackled it by examining the trajectories of European colonies over the last five centuries.

When Europeans arrived in areas with valuable commodities such as gold and sugar, their primary objective was to extract wealth, for which they used slavery and rule by an autocratic elite. A government that does not rely on tax revenue and can retain power by force, for example, by retaining physical control of gold or silver mines, sugar plantations, or oil wells, has little incentive to develop political and economic systems that deliver inclusive prosperity.

In places with less natural wealth, such as North America, extraction held less appeal for European colonisers. In the Treaty of Breda of 1667, the Dutch ceded their claim to New Netherland, which included New York and adjacent lands, to the English in exchange for Suriname in South America. A century later, the French were willing to give up Canada, so long as they could keep their sugar plantations on tiny Guadeloupe.

And yet, what were once less appealing colonies are the economies that industrialised first. To explain this "reversal of fortunes" and, more fundamentally, the causal relationship between institutions and prosperity, the Nobel laureates examined an exogenous determinant of institutions: the rate of settler mortality at the time of colonisation, which varied widely with local climate conditions.

It might seem like a strange approach. But the idea was that, in places where settlers were not wiped out by local diseases, they had an incentive to create effective institutions that would support their new societies' well-being. So, when the Industrial Revolution arrived, the economies where Europeans had settled were far better equipped to take advantage of it than the ones from which Europeans had focused on extracting natural wealth. Ultimately, this theory was borne out: the higher the mortality rate among colonisers, the worse the subsequent institutions and the lower today's GDP per capita.

Some might view this finding as fatalistic, interpreting it to mean that countries are prisoners of their climates and histories. But Mr Acemoglu, Mr Johnson, and Mr Robinson do not argue that all or even most of the variation in institutions reflects settler mortality. They say only that some of it does and reason that other sources of institutional differences -- especially policy decisions made by non-fatalistic leaders -- can have similar effects.

Some might also misinterpret Mr Acemoglu, Mr Johnson, and Mr Robinson as claiming that Western institutions are superior to others even though the institutions European settlers established can hardly be considered "inclusive." No one doubts that the European settlers treated locals abysmally in the settler colonies no less than the extractive ones. But their appalling practices -- slavery, land seizure, and rule by a foreign elite -- had been commonplace worldwide for millennia at the time of colonisation. It was Europeans who ended up leading the way in banning slavery -- Britain did so in 1834, compared to 1981 in Mauritania -- arguably because their institutions contained the rudiments of principles like equality, out of which the anti-slavery movement grew.

Beyond their moral importance, democracy, the rule of law, low corruption, economic freedom, and the absence of a stratified caste system tend to yield better economic outcomes than their alternatives. Their value could thus be viewed as universal, even if, historically, they generally developed more rapidly in Europe and European-settled lands. Isaac Newton discovered the law of gravity in England, but it does not apply only there or in former British colonies.

Neither a disease-prone climate nor an exploitative colonial history need prevent a country from undertaking social, political, and economic reforms. And herein might lie the most important message of this year's Nobel Prize-winning research: leaders everywhere have the power to build the kinds of inclusive institutions that can underpin long-term prosperity. (c)2024 Project Syndicate

Jeffrey Frankel, Professor of Capital Formation and Growth at Harvard University, served as a member of President Bill Clinton's Council of Economic Advisers. He is a research associate at the US National Bureau of Economic Research.
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																Trade associations in Thailand are stuck with a frustrating rule -- they can only keep their income in savings accounts. This limits their ability to make smarter investments that could grow their funds. Without a change in the law, they will keep missing opportunities to increase resources and offer more value to their members.
Trade associations play a key role in supporting business owners and entrepreneurs, who are essential to Thailand's economy. They provide these businesses with a platform to share industry knowledge, exchange ideas, and organise activities that foster growth and collaboration.

In 2023, Thailand had more than 3.2 million businesses, according to the Office of SMEs Promotion. By 2024, the country was home to over 3,032 trade associations, as reported by the Department of Business Development, the Ministry of Commerce.

Trade associations generate income through membership fees, donations, and services, such as rentals, consulting fees, and business training for outsiders. However, the law prohibits them from running profit-driven businesses or distributing profits among members. Instead, the funds must be used according to the association's founding objectives.

Under Thailand's Trade Associations Act, B.E. 2509 (1966), trade associations cannot engage in business operations themselves, nor can they invest directly in their members' businesses or hold shares, except when they receive bonds or shares in listed companies as donations.

Due to this legal restriction, trade associations cannot invest in other financial products such as shares, bonds, or even government sovereign bonds to grow their funds. They can only put the money in bank savings accounts to earn interest, which is very mininal.

As a result, trade associations are missing out. They have lost an opportunity to seek better returns that could benefit their members through more comprehensive services and activities to enhance their businesses.

Take government bonds, for example. These are a great investment because they are low-risk and highly secure. They offer better returns than regular savings accounts and are just as safe. If trade associations were allowed to invest in them, they could boost their income and use the gains to support more activities such as seminars on concerning legal matters, new technological innovations, and international trade fairs.

These activities help members grow and support entrepreneurs without counting as profit-sharing. They stay true to the spirit of the law, which encourages trade associations to come together for the benefit of their members.

Trade associations in other countries have more financial flexibility. In the United States, for example, there is no central law specifically governing trade associations like in Thailand. Trade associations only need to declare financial details for their tax-exempt status, register as lobbying groups under the Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995, and follow strict rules on political donations set by the Federal Election Commission.

Because of this freedom, US trade associations create their own internal rules for managing investments and handling finances. These policies help them avoid conflicts of interest and stay transparent.

A case in point is the National Association of Realtors (NAR), which can invest its funds in stocks and bonds but with well-balanced portfolios with clear investment and risk-spreading policies, not investing in only one single asset. The investments can be managed internally by trade association personnel or external financial managers. But the portfolio must be reviewed quarterly by an investment advisory board to ensure accountability.

The NAR's investment policy also comes with strict rules. They can't invest more than 2% of their portfolio in any single company or issuer. Nor can they invest in unlisted securities. Additionally, they cannot allocate funds to assets unrelated to the association's operations, such as precious metals, jewellery, or speculative futures trading.

Other types of associations have similar investment policies, like trade associations.For example, the American Medical Association (AMA) can invest in stocks, mutual funds, government bonds, and corporate bonds to boost revenue for its core activities and better serve its members.

Thai trade associations could benefit from a setup like this. However, this is possible only if Thailand amends the 1966 Trade Associations Act to allow low-risk financial investment, which gives higher returns than bank deposits. With proper rules to ensure transparency and accountability, the members will benefit from more impactful programmes and ultimately make a bigger contribution to the economy.

To ensure responsible risk management, the government agency could introduce specific safeguards to unlock investment opportunities. For instance, it could allow investment only in low-risk options like government bonds. Another approach is to limit the amount of funds that can be invested, such as capping investments at no more than 25% of the association's total cash reserves. The government agency should also consider setting a rule that ensures investment returns are used exclusively for members' development.

Bond market returns have shifted over time, now providing a safer investment option. It makes sense to amend the trade association law to allow investments in low-risk products like government bonds. These changes would help associations build a stronger financial foundation while staying true to the law's original intent.

The Trade Associations Act, now 58 years old, is outdated and no longer reflects the needs of today's economy. Reform is essential.

Allowing trade associations to tap into capital markets could turn them into real engines of growth. With more financial flexibility, they could support their members more effectively and make a bigger difference in the economy.

Konchawan Kanthasut is a researcher and Thanthip Srisuwannaket is a senior researcher at the Thailand Development Research Institute. Note: This article is part of the series 'Capital Market Regulatory Guillotine Project' by the Thailand Development Research Institute and the Capital Market Development Fund (CMDF).
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									America can learn a lot from  Botswana polls								

															

																Botswana's elections have always been seen as a model for Africa, but the one last week has a somewhat wider relevance. The way its politicians handled victory and defeat could serve as a model for politicians in the United States.
Botswana has been democratic since it got its independence from Britain in 1966, and for all that time it has been governed by the same party, the Botswana Democratic Party. Now the BDP has finally lost power -- and there has been no uproar, no claims and counter-claims, no crisis.

There has been no major political violence in Botswana's past, nor did the BDP have a history of heroic struggle for independence against evil oppressors. When the British declared that they were leaving the BDP won the first free election, and Sir Seretse Khama, descended from local royalty, was elected president.

He kept getting elected until his death in 1980, and other BDP leaders followed in his wake (including his own son Ian in 2008-2018) all the way down to last Friday. But Botswana remained a democracy and the country prospered thanks to a small population (2.6 million), a large number of high-end tourists, and diamond mines.

In a continent where most governments are bad and most elections are rigged, Botswana has been an island of domestic peace and democratic rule. It has some major advantages, however. Eighty percent of its population belongs to the same ethnic group (Tswana), which is rare in Africa. It is also a welfare state, which is even rarer.

Even after 58 years in power, therefore, the BDP's defeat in last week's election came as a shock. It was largely due to a high level of joblessness among young people. There's lots of money sloshing around, but diamond mining doesn't create much employment and the young are frustrated even though they are not going hungry.

The BDP's share of the vote in recent elections has been just above 50%, so its defeat should not have come as a surprise, but few people were old enough to remember a time when it had not been running the country. Despite all the signs, the BDP was psychologically unprepared for defeat.

So what did President Mokgweetsi Masisi do when the votes were counted? He called up Duma Boku, the leader of the victorious Umbrella for Democratic Change (UDC), to congratulate him, of course. That's what the defeated candidates in an election are expected to do in a democracy.

Afterwards, Mr Masisi confessed to a press conference that his party "got it wrong big time. I will respectfully step aside and participate in a smooth transition process ahead of inauguration. I am proud of our democratic processes and I respect the will of the people."

"What has happened today takes our democracy to a higher level," replied Duma Boko. "It now means we've seen a successful, peaceful, orderly democratic transition." That's how responsible grown-ups behave in a democracy, even if it's the first time power has changed hands in 58 years.

Why is this a relevant topic for today? Because the United States, far bigger, much richer and with several centuries' experience of democracy, is holding an election this week, and a significant number of Americans fear that it could lead to a civil war.

I don't know the outcome of Tuesday's vote as I write this, but a civil war certainly wouldn't happen if Donald Trump won the election. There would be great concern that a second term for Mr Trump could greatly damage American democracy and civil rights in particular, but his opponents would realise that violence would just make matters worse.

The bigger risk is an electoral defeat for Mr Trump, because he would be certain to claim that is fraudulent whether he truly believes it or not. Even then a full-scale civil war would be unlikely, but the United States is a heavily armed society where violence is, in H Rap Brown's formula, "as American as apple pie".

Botswana is not that sort of place. Most countries aren't. But while political issues in the United States are much the same as they are in other developed countries, the ideological passion that Americans bring to them has always been off the scale.

Consider, for example, the issue of slavery. Both the United States and the United Kingdom were deeply involved in the slave trade for a long time, but when the British finally realised it was wrong, they just bought the slave owners out.

When a majority of Americans reached the same conclusion thirty years later, it set off a civil war that killed at least three-quarters of a million soldiers (about 2% of the population at that time). The policy differences at issue in this election are not very different from those elsewhere, but Americans have whipped themselves into an existential frenzy about them.

Gwynne Dyer is an independent journalist whose articles are published in 45 countries.
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																Police officers with the Anti-Trafficking in Persons Division deserve a pat on the back for arresting three human trafficking suspects believed to be involved in the suffocation deaths of three Rohingya in an overcrowded truck on Oct 17.
It can only be hoped that the investigation will not stop there, and police will finally be able to catch the big fish and their accomplices.

The three suspects -- Somkiat Samphaothong, 30; Natthawut Niamthong, 20; and Phongphitsanu Samphaothong, 20 -- may be the small fish who did the dirty work.

Without the network on which they relied, it would have been impossible to sneak in 26 illegal entrants from Myanmar via Mae Sot district in Tak in the Northwest and transport them to Bangkok before driving them to their final destination in a southern province. They could have crossed to Malaysia as allegedly planned if three refugees had not died. They apparently left the migrants on a roadside and decided to run away, leaving them in Chumphon.

Such cruelty is not uncommon in human smuggling. In 2015, a mass grave of 30 Rohingya migrants was discovered at an abandoned human trafficking camp in Songkhla province. It was a site where Rohingya migrants were beaten and tortured to get them to pay more money to continue their journey to Malaysia.

The discovery of the mass grave forced the government to investigate the case. Subsequently, 75 people involved in trafficking rackets were charged, convicted and jailed. Apart from agents from Myanmar, this criminal network included Lt Gen Manas Kongpan, a Royal Thai Army special expert; and Pajjuban Angchotiphan, then-president of the Satun Provincial Administrative Organisation.

It was the first time that the big fish had been caught. Yet, the case took unexpected turns.

Lt Gen Manas, who was jailed for 82 years in the case, died of a heart attack in 2021 in a state prison. Meanwhile, Maj Gen Paween Pongsirin, a senior policeman who led an investigation into human trafficking in Thailand, fled to Australia, fearing that his life was in danger from influential figures implicated in human trafficking in Thailand.

Today, human trafficking rings remain as active as ever. The latest trafficking tragedy raises questions about whether the Thai government is serious about tackling human trafficking. The recent people smuggling suggests that human trafficking is not being taken seriously.

If that's not the case, how can illegal immigrants be easily transported across the border? How can they evade officials and bypass checkpoints set up along the highway? Of course, the Thai government has publicly set ambitious goals to boost the country's reputation and elevate its US State Department's Trafficking in Persons ranking to Tier 1 from the unflattering Tier 2.

Two months ago, the government opened the Thailand Victim Identification and Referral Centre in Don Muang district. The centre will serve as a shelter for human trafficked victims. Similar facilities will be opened in Chiang Mai, Phuket, and Chon Buri.

Yet, Thailand needs more than facilities to protect refugees. First and foremost, the country needs a reliable task force to investigate potential human trafficking cases. To stop these crimes, the government needs an efficient transport monitoring system to check dubious trucks. Most important of all, the country needs to curb the corruption that enables officials to look the other way and let human trafficking persist.
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																Roughly 40% of the world's population inhabits coastal areas. In addition to being home to 12 of the world's 15 largest cities, these regions serve as an essential lifeline for countless small villages and towns. With around 80% of international trade passing through seaports, coastal regions also play an outsize economic role, accounting for 60-70% of global GDP.
With global temperatures rising at an alarming rate, coastal communities find themselves on the front lines of the climate and biodiversity crises. In the past year alone, Hurricanes Beryl, Helene, and Milton battered the Caribbean and the US Gulf Coast, while Storm Daniel claimed thousands of lives in Libya, underscoring the growing vulnerability of those living along the world's shorelines.

As the climate crisis escalates, so do the threats posed by rising sea levels and an acidifying, warming ocean. These dangers are compounded by habitat destruction, overfishing, and pollution, which erode the health and biodiversity of marine ecosystems. The resulting loss of mangroves and coral reefs is expected to cause enormous economic losses and displace numerous coastal communities, particularly in small island developing states where every aspect of life is linked to the sea.

Given the stakes, strengthening the resilience of coastal communities, and protecting their inhabitants' lives, livelihoods, and economies, is not just a regional or national priority but a global imperative. Meeting it will require a coordinated effort by both the public and private sectors, particularly financial institutions capable of generating the investments necessary to support sustainable, long-term solutions.

To this end, the United Nations Biodiversity Conference is exploring ways to advance the 2022 Global Biodiversity Framework, which aims to protect 30% of all land and ocean areas by 2030. The upcoming UN Climate Change Conference (COP29) in Azerbaijan will focus on financing solutions. And next year's UN Ocean Conference, along with the inaugural Blue Economy and Finance Forum, could help catalyse the urgent, coordinated action needed to safeguard our planet's most vulnerable ecosystems.

Encouragingly, private financial institutions are also starting to recognise the need to bolster climate resilience. An astounding $1 trillion (33.7 trillion baht) in green, social, and sustainability-linked bonds were issued in 2023, reflecting investors' growing interest in projects aligned with the UN Sustainable Development Goals. But investment in ocean regeneration and coastal resilience remains well below the hundreds of billions of dollars required annually to protect vulnerable communities and cities.

While closing this funding gap is crucial, engaging with local communities is equally important. By incorporating indigenous peoples' perspectives, policymakers could craft measures that protect nature, promote sustainable development, and ensure that investments in infrastructure and community resilience are both equitable and effective.

Cross-sector partnerships will be key to building a pipeline of investable projects. The Ocean Risk and Resilience Action Alliance (ORRAA), where I serve as executive director, seeks to mobilise financing for ocean resilience. By working with committed partners, we aim to equip bankers and insurers with the tools to account for the value of natural assets on their balance sheets while harnessing the ingenuity and entrepreneurial spirit of local leaders, many of whom are women.

To be sure, there is much more to be done. To build truly resilient coastal communities, climate risks must be factored into every infrastructure project, policy proposal, and investment decision that affects climate-vulnerable regions. Moreover, by promoting nature-based solutions, such as the restoration of mangroves and coral reefs, policymakers could bolster natural defences against storms and erosion while supporting biodiversity and local economies. Initiatives like the Coastal Risk Index -- an interactive platform that leverages data to help investors, insurers, and policymakers assess coastal risks -- will be vital to this effort.

Given that public financing alone cannot generate the capital needed to protect coastal communities, greater public-private cooperation will be essential to close the current funding gap. This will require developing innovative financial instruments to reduce risk and incentivise private-sector participation. With this in mind, ORRAA has partnered with the Development Guarantee Group, a guarantor backing climate adaptation and mitigation projects, to create a mechanism aimed at de-risking sustainable investments in "blue economy" sectors.

Next year's UN Ocean Conference in France and the Blue Economy and Finance Forum in Monaco present a unique opportunity to unite these various efforts. By bringing together business leaders and policymakers, these gatherings could unlock large-scale financing for ocean conservation and resilience, ensuring that coastal communities benefit from a comprehensive, sustainable approach to the complex challenges posed by the climate crisis.

But to seize this opportunity, investors, policymakers, and local leaders must align their efforts. Through decisive, coordinated climate action, we can direct targeted investments toward ocean resilience and secure a sustainable future for coastal communities -- and for the global economy that relies on them. (c)2024 Project Syndicate



Karen Sack is Executive Director of the Ocean Risk and Resilience Action Alliance.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/2895847/strengthening-vulnerable-coastlines



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Opinion
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Leisure
          
        

      

      Travel

      
        
          	
            Opinion
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Leisure
          
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          	
            Travel
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Entertainment
          
        

      

      Leisure

      
        
          	
            Travel
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Entertainment
          
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          	
            Leisure
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Auto
          
        

      

      Entertainment

      
        
          	
            Leisure
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Auto
          
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          	
            Entertainment
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Life
          
        

      

      Auto

      
        
          	
            Entertainment
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Life
          
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          	
            Auto
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Tech
          
        

      

      Life

      
        Watch industry failing to make models women want - survey
        GENEVA --- The watch industry is not producing and marketing enough models that women want to wear, a survey has found.

      

      
        New movies out this week: Nov 7-13
        New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.

      

      
        In search of your Mello
        In a post-Covid world, technology is changing the future of spa treatments. New spa trends include biohacking, spiritual wellbeing, sleep optimisation and eco-design.&nbsp;

      

      
        L'Oreal Thailand: Leading beauty with sustainability & inclusion
        L'Or&eacute;al Groupe in Thailand, a leader in the global beauty industry, stands out not only for its business success but also for its commitment to sustainability and social inclusion. As part of the largest beauty conglomerate worldwide, L'Or&eacute;al Thailand champions values that emphasise both business growth and corporate responsibility, placing people and inclusivity at the...

      

      
        A day at Khao Kheow Zoo
        Even though it was nearly midday, I found myself stuck in traffic for several kilometres en route to Khao Kheow Open Zoo. It turned out to be the outcome of families trying to spend the last few days of school break with Moo Deng, the superstar baby pygmy hippo.

      

      
        Swing dance transforms art at Asai Bangkok
        The vibrancy of swing dance is transformed into visual art during "Mood Swing", which will kick off on Saturday and run until Jan 18, at Asai Bangkok Chinatown on Charoen Krung Road.

      

      
        Exhibition explores coastal changes
        The impact of capitalist intervention on a local fishing community in the Deep South is reflected through mixed media artworks during "From Nomad To Nowhere", running at Warin Lab Contemporary, until Nov 30.

      

      
        'Million Gifts, Million Smiles' returns to help kids in the South
        For more than two decades, the turmoil in the southern border provinces has persisted, significantly impacting the mental well-being of numerous children and young people.

      

      
        CentralWorld hosts YWCA Diplomatic Charity Bazaar
        CentralWorld has been transformed into an international Christmas market featuring premium gifts from around the world for the 69th YWCA Diplomatic Charity Bazaar, which kicks off today and runs until Sunday.

      

      
        From pink to green
        In the heart of Thailand's northeastern province of Khon Kaen lies a district often overlooked by many -- Si Chomphu. While Khon Kaen is a bustling centre of commerce, the remote Si Chomphu district remains largely untouched, with its roads and infrastructure seemingly frozen in time. But beneath this veil of underdevelopment lies a treasure trove of natural wonders, and a community that's...

      

      
        
          	
            Auto
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Tech
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




									Watch industry failing to make models women want - survey

									
								

								GENEVA -- The watch industry is not producing and marketing enough models that women want to wear, a survey has found.
								Women are increasingly shunning timepieces that target their gender, yet too many ads still include these types of watches, according to 85% of respondents in the survey, produced by Deloitte and nonprofit group Watch Femme. 

"Women remain underrepresented and insufficiently targeted," said Karine Szegedi, consumer and luxury goods industry leader at Deloitte Switzerland. "This is something the industry needs to address fast."

Female clients could represent a significant opportunity for the industry at a time when it is suffering a downturn in demand, especially among wealthy Chinese consumers. 

The practice of gender-categorising watches is leading to less enjoyable experiences in boutiques for female customers, 80% of the respondents said. Deloitte surveyed 6,000 general consumers in Switzerland and top export markets, while Watch Femme surveyed a further 107 consumers and industry professionals in 13 countries.

The failure to cater to the key female demographic is a missed opportunity given the importance of the industry to countries including Switzerland and Japan. Global retail sales of watches totalled about 48 billion Swiss francs (US$54.9 billion) in 2022, Morgan Stanley estimated. The market for used timepieces is about $24 billion. 

When it comes to employment, women are also underrepresented in senior jobs. While women make up about 43% of Swiss watchmaking employees, they account for a much smaller share of management roles. 

The gender pay gap in the Swiss watch industry is larger than in other sectors, with women earning on average 24.8% less than men, according to previously released figures from Unia, the country's largest union.
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									New movies out this week: Nov 7-13

									In Thailand, you must be at least 20 years old and present your ID card to see 'Terrifier 3'
								

								New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
								
[image: ]

Red One 

Directed by Jake Kasdan.

Who's in it?

Dwayne Johnson, Chris Evans and Lucy Liu.

What's it about?

After Santa Claus is kidnapped, the North Pole's Head of Security must team up with the world's most infamous bounty hunter in a globe-trotting, action-packed mission to save Christmas.

Why watch it?

Christmas can never come too early. Originally a Prime Video original, but got changed to cinematic release instead.



Parade, speed, run, go

Directed by Ploy Phuengphong.

Who's in it?

Martin Willer, Pichet Kongkan, Dao Ban Don, Nong Mai Muang Chum Phae and Ae Pochana.

What's it about?

The era has changed, the art of music and local folk traditions have begun to fade away, including Morlam. The old generation of artists are gradually forgotten and disappearing. Father Khru Dao has an idea to preserve Morlam songs. He sends news to his students that they must band together to build a parade car, compose songs to fit the current era and create new artists to sing songs in the same era.

Why watch it?

The race to save Morlam. 



[image: ]

The Silent Hour

Directed by Brad Anderson.

Who's in it?

Joel Kinnaman, Sandra Mae Frank and Mekhi Phifer.

What's it about?

A detective with hearing loss and a deaf witness to a murder must lean on each other to outsmart killers they can't hear coming when cornered in an abandoned apartment block.

Why watch it?

To watch someone learn more than rudimentary signing in 11 months.



[image: ]

Endpresso

Directed by Puttipong Promsaka Na Sakolnakorn.

Who's in it?

New Thitipoom Techa-apaikhun, Kimmon Warodom Khemmonta, Zani Nipaporn Thititanakarn, Bookko Thanatchaphan Buranachiwawilai, Namtan Chalita Suansane  and Ratree Wittawat.

What's it about?

A workaholic girl who loves to live in her own head, until she became a coffee addict who thinks too much.

Why watch it?

The journey of the heart begins when one party searches for the meaning of the word "love", while the other party searches for a relationship to complete the word "love".



[image: ]

Ikoku Nikki (Worlds Apart)

Directed by Natsuki Seta.

Who's in it?

Yui Aragaki, Ikoi Hayase and Koji Seto.

What's it about?

Makio Kodai, a shy 35-year-old novelist, takes in her 15-year-old niece Asa Takumi after Asa's parents die in a car accident. Despite Makio's difficulties with relationships, she and Asa begin living together, forming a bond.

Why watch it?

Based on manga series Ikoku Nikki by Tomoko Yamashita (first published June 8, 2017 in magazine Feel Young).



[image: ]

Terrifier 3

Directed by Damien Leone.

Who's in it? 

Lauren LaVera, David Howard Thornton and Antonella Rose.

What's it about?

Art the Clown is set to unleash chaos on the unsuspecting residents of Miles County as they peacefully drift off to sleep on Christmas Eve.

Why watch it?

Director Leone said that several big studios showed interest in financing the movie based on the unexpected success of Terrifier 2 (2022), even without a full script, but he turned them all down because he is certain that they would never let him film the opening scene alone, which he describes as "very controversial".



[image: ]

Boku no Hiro Akademia za Mubi Yua Nekusuto (My Hero Academia You're Next)

Directed by Tensai Okamura.

Who's in it?

The voices of Van Barr Jr., Nasim Benelkour and Gerard Caster.

What's it about?

Deku, Bakugo, Todoroki and the rest of U.A. High Class 1-A must face off against Dark Might and the obscure crime organisation under his control, the Gollini Family.

Why watch it?

Director Okamura's first feature film in 20 years, since "Naruto the Movie: Ninja Clash In The Land Of Snow" (2004).



[image: ]

The Circle Of Death

Directed by Tsedenbal Tserendorj.

Who's in it?

Sukee Ariunbyamba and Sengee Udval.

What's it about? 

Separated by a tragic family event, siblings Tumur and Jargal reunite when their father is released from prison, bringing painful memories back to the surface. Following an unknown sacrifice by their father, Tumur is haunted by dark nightmares and a family curse rooted in an ancient accident, which nearly costs him his life. After surgery in Thailand, they travel back to Mongolia to confront the past and break the curse before it claims more lives. But even as they seek answers, the haunting visions persist, leaving them uncertain whether the curse can truly be escaped.

Why watch it?

A Mongolian horror film.
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									In search of your Mello

									Incorporating the principles of biohacking into beauty and spa treatments
								

								In a post-Covid world, technology is changing the future of spa treatments. New spa trends include biohacking, spiritual wellbeing, sleep optimisation and eco-design. 
								A relatively new term, biohacking is the practice of using methods drawn from biology, genetics, neuroscience and nutrition to enhance physical or mental performance, which improves overall health and wellbeing.

[image: ]

At the forefront of using biohacking as one of its primary fields of treatments is Mello Spa in Seminyak, Bali, an island that is no stranger to spiritual wellbeing. In fact, it is enshrined with it at every corner. 

[image: ]

Founded by Australian entrepreneurs Dr Mumtaz and Fatima Khan, Mello offers a curated blend of indulgence and results-driven treatments in a designed environment. "We believe that true luxury lies in personalisation. Each treatment begins with an in-depth consultation, ensuring every facial, massage and wellness ritual is bespoke to your needs and desires," says Khan. 

[image: ]

The brother-sister duo realised a gap in the Balinese spa industry  -- a disconnect between industry standard, effective treatments and what luxury means to people. "I've done extensive research into biohacking and its proponents. Obviously our staff have prior knowledge, but we've taught them the finer details and where to find further educational material so that they can educate themselves," says Dr Khan.

"We have a Mello manual, which offers everything our staff need to know with regards to resources. This is beyond the verbal instruction," says Dr Khan.

[image: ]

There are very few stand-alone spas on the island that cater to spa treatments with a focus on biohacking. "Mello isn't the place you come for a normal facial. We do a skin analysis before starting a facial and the facial is catered to your skin type. The one thing we've learned is that there isn't one facial for various skin types. All our products cater to a variety of skin types and if we get new products, they are added to the manual, which includes where they are sourced, with a list of the ingredients and what skin types they are best suited for," says Dr Khan. 

"We use science technology to change the biological behaviour of the body. This doesn't meant that we are genetically manipulating your body. It is using the understanding of science and technology to change the way your body behaves and responds to certain stimuli," adds Khan. 

Mello uses products from different companies to change the way skin responds to them, especially with their chemical peels. "If you're doing a peel, you're biohacking your skin because you're exfoliating. But the peel also increases the speed of regenerating new cells. So without this biohack on your skin, it wouldn't have regenerated new cells," explains Dr Khan. 

Though traditional biohacking methods like ice baths and saunas are all the rage, they also are changing the way your body responds to them. "In the beauty world, it's relatively new,"says Khan. 

Light therapy is also a form of biohacking. Using different types of lights to target different parts of the body became a trend during Covid when people were stuck at home. "Blue light is used to target acne-prone skin and it helps clear the bacteria in affected region. Whereas, red light is used for healing, increased collagen formation, rejuvenation. The infrared light is geared more towards a healing process," says Dr Khan. 

However, biohacking doesn't just apply to facials and skincare. It also applies to massage and Gua Sha. "With our body treatments, the aim is to regenerate and biohack the body in order to try and get those cortisol levels down. This is where massage therapy comes in. We've instructed staff that clients come to Mello for a reason, be it tiredness, sadness or just a quick pick-me-up. They come here to feel good. The energy flow from the therapists body to the client's body is important as it helps with the production of cortisol," explains Dr Khan. 

The therapists at Mello, therefore, "listen and tune-in to your body, sees how it responds, how it feels and will only then recommend a massage treatment," adds Dr Khan. 

Another thing that Mello focuses is on is medical-grade hygiene. All the equipment uses medical grade sterilisation, which is housed in a separate room and is looked after one highly-trained staff member. 

Music is also taken to account at Mello. "We wanted to get away from the typical spa music. We have three playlists from which clients can choose from or they can play their own music. This is a great way to ultra relaxation," adds Khan. 

The signature treatments feature Gua Sha, done with a rose quartz or a copper tool. "This comes down to the philosophy of biohacking. The copper gives you better stimulation to detoxify and stimulate your lymphatic system. From a medical perspective, this sometimes can be too aggressive on certain skin types. That's where the rose quartz comes in to promote blood flow," says Dr Khan.

An in-house standard called the "Mello Way" forms the foundation inside the walls of Mello. However, the principles of biohacking don't only pertain to the body and self. It is also incorporated in the design of the spa. Designed by Samma Studio, alongside furniture designers The Medium, Mello creates an immersive experience with temperature-controlled beds and soothing lighting. This meticulous attention to detail helps craft the perfect "Mello Moment", allowing each client to discover their own interpretation of Mello. 

Going a step further is the Mello Foundation, which provides comprehensive training programmes for Balinese women, equipping them with valuable skills and fostering greater autonomy. Get on that flight to Bali, now!
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									L'Oreal Thailand: Leading beauty with sustainability & inclusion 

									L'Oreal Thailand champions beauty with a commitment to sustainability, inclusivity, and empowerment, setting a global standard for social responsibility
								

								L'Oreal Groupe in Thailand, a leader in the global beauty industry, stands out not only for its business success but also for its commitment to sustainability and social inclusion. As part of the largest beauty conglomerate worldwide, L'Oreal Thailand champions values that emphasise both business growth and corporate responsibility, placing people and inclusivity at the heart of its mission. This approach aligns with L'Oreal's global mission, the very purpose of which is to "Create the Beauty That Moves the World." This vision, which has driven the company for over a decade, imbues every brand within its portfolio with the purpose of making a positive impact on society and the environment. 
								L'Oreal Groupe in Thailand: A Diverse Beauty Portfolio 

L'Oreal Thailand represents one of a strategic subsidies of the L'Oreal Groupe, boasting a portfolio of 13 prestigious beauty brands in the Thai market. With four key divisions -- Consumer Products, Professional Products, L'Oreal Luxe and L'Oreal Dermatological Beauty -- L'Oreal Thailand provides a diverse range of beauty solutions tailored to local needs. This structure enables the group to cater to various customer segments while upholding the Groupe's dedication to sustainability and inclusivity. 

[image: ]


A Commitment to Sustainability and Purpose 

L'Oreal's commitment to sustainable growth is a defining feature of its corporate strategy, not just in Thailand but across the globe. For nearly two decades, L'Oreal has transformed itself into a socially and environmentally responsible company, setting science-based targets that respect the "Planetary Boundaries" to ensure its operations have a minimal impact on the environment. This dedication is evidenced in its purpose-driven initiatives, which encourage all its brands to contribute to society through responsible and sustainable practices. From the beginning to the end of its product lifecycle, L'Oreal actively seeks to reduce its environmental footprint while ensuring that the beauty industry continues to evolve sustainably. 

Social Impact and Inclusion: A People-First Approach 

L'Oreal's emphasis on people extends to diverse and inclusive hiring practices, promoting a workplace where everyone feels valued, respected, and empowered. The company views diversity, equity, and inclusion (DE&I) as essential to driving innovation, creativity, and business success. Globally, L'Oreal is recognised for its initiatives that empower vulnerable groups, including women, the elderly, and individuals with disabilities. Furthermore, the company actively promotes opportunities for the younger generation, providing more than 25,000 professional opportunities for individuals under 30 annually. This commitment is reflected in its workforce of over 13,000 employees aged 50 and above, illustrating L'Oreal's dedication to intergenerational inclusion. 

[image: ]


Diversity, Equity & Inclusion: L'Oreal's Core Values 

L'Oreal Thailand exemplifies L'Oreal's global DE&I principles through a variety of local initiatives. The company strives to foster a working environment that celebrates cultural diversity and reflects the diversity of its consumer base. To promote inclusivity, L'Oreal provides unconscious bias training and leadership programs that encourage openness. In addition, employee support groups focusing on various aspects of diversity--including gender, race, and LGBTQ+ identity--promote understanding and solidarity among employees. These initiatives aim to create a corporate culture where people from all backgrounds feel empowered to express themselves fully and contribute to the company's success. 

Supporting LGBTQIA+ and Promoting Gender Equality 

L'Oreal's dedication to gender equality and LGBTQIA+ inclusion extends beyond words to concrete actions. In Thailand, the company ensures that all its policies support equality, allowing employees to choose not to disclose their gender on application forms and to be evaluated solely on their skills and qualifications. The company has expanded its employee benefits to include same-sex couples, adjusting paternity leave to a more inclusive "Secondary Parental Leave," and offering primary parental leave for adoption by same-sex couples. Through these initiatives, L'Oreal champions inclusivity and recognises the rights and needs of all its employees. 

The brand Kiehl's, under the L'Oreal umbrella, reinforces this commitment with the recently launched "Open Doors" program, which has a long-standing tradition of supporting LGBTQIA+ youth and fostering a spirit of inclusivity. This initiative offers young people equal opportunities to build essential skills and instills pride in their identities. 

L'Oreal For Youth: Empowering the Next Generation 

L'Oreal's global initiative, "L'Oreal For Youth," is dedicated to providing equal opportunities for young people across the world, supporting them with the skills and experiences necessary to bridge the gap between education and employment. This program assists youth from all backgrounds in developing both hard and soft skills, preparing them for successful careers. In 2023, L'Oreal For Youth reached over 100,000 young individuals worldwide, helping them gain valuable knowledge through coaching, mentorship, and skill-building workshops. The program also organises events such as business case competitions and strategy contests to engage youth in practical problem-solving exercises, further fostering their career readiness. 

L'Oreal's Commitment to All Generations 

With a workforce that includes individuals from four different generations, L'Oreal recognises the importance of adapting its policies to support employees at every stage of life. L'Oreal For All Generations, an initiative that originated in Spain, has expanded globally, offering wellness programs, lifelong learning, and career development for all ages. Generation Days, launched in France, China, and the United States, bring employees of different ages together to learn from each other, fostering collaboration and mutual respect across generations. In response to an aging global workforce, L'Oreal's commitment to intergenerational inclusion ensures that employees over 50 are valued and empowered to continue contributing to the company's growth. 

DE&I Initiatives in Thailand 

L'Oreal Thailand champions a diverse and inclusive workplace, embedding DE&I principles into recruitment for a fair and equitable process. Gender-blind applications ensure evaluations focus solely on merit. Inclusive policies extend to same-sex partners, supporting rights like secondary parental leave, with further advancements anticipated upon legal recognition of marriage equality. Additionally, L'Oreal Thailand offers a flex leave program, providing all employees with 15 days beyond their annual leave to address any personal needs, regardless of family status and genders, further enhancing well-being and flexibility. 

Creating a More Inclusive and Sustainable Future 

L'Oreal Groupe in Thailand represents a company that not only leads in beauty innovation but also sets an example in social responsibility and inclusivity. The Group's dedication to sustainability, diversity, and employee empowerment underscores its commitment to being a beauty company that moves the world forward. By fostering a culture where everyone feels valued and empowered, L'Oreal continues to build a brighter and more inclusive future for employees, consumers, and partners alike. Through these values, L'Oreal Thailand and the global L'Oreal Group are well-positioned to meet the evolving needs of the world, supporting a vision of beauty that is truly for everyone. 
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									A day at Khao Kheow Zoo

									Besides adorable Moo Deng, a trip to this animal sanctuary is a chance to observe diverse wildlife
								

								Even though it was nearly midday, I found myself stuck in traffic for several kilometres en route to Khao Kheow Open Zoo. It turned out to be the outcome of families trying to spend the last few days of school break with Moo Deng, the superstar baby pygmy hippo.
								To ease gridlock and provide convenience, the zoo has implemented an online ticketing system, but things did not appear to go as planned. When I entered the Amazenia zone, I was startled to see hundreds of visitors in an extended queue that stretched across a shaded bridge from a walkway.

Staff members suggested that visitors monitor real-time movements of Moo Deng and her mother Jonah to plan their routes. At the same time, they were told to remain quiet while seeing Moo Deng and her mother's way of life in the submerged realm, which serves as their sanctuary.

Three-month-old Moo Deng still closely clings to her mother and requires three to five hours of sleep during the day. Based on her regimen, she takes a bath between 8am and 9am and eats onshore between 9am-10am and 2pm-3pm. However, visitors can't expect things to happen as planned because no one can force her.

In the afternoon, it took me 40 minutes to enter the hippopotamus kingdom. Mae Mali and Kha Moo stood by to welcome visitors as Moo Deng's sibling, a five-year-old pygmy hippo named Moo Tun, was bathing in a shaded pond. Each round, just 30 to 50 people are allowed, and they will only get five minutes to have a close-up look at Moo Deng.

[image: A group of capybaras.]
A group of capybaras.



"Since she is a newborn, Moo Deng relies on milk as her main source of nutrition. She follows her mother regardless of whether she eats or sleeps. Around six months of age, she will begin eating more grass and leave on her own. Sometimes, we feed them morning glory and leaves from jackfruit and banyan trees, which are rich in fibre and good for their excretory systems," said Srisak Sukchum, head of the Wildlife Management Department at Khao Kheow Open Zoo.

"Moo Deng weighs 32.7kg, and when she reaches adulthood, her weight might exceed 200kg. She will consume about 10% of her weight in food, according to her body score. In order to keep them cool during the hot weather, we mist them with water and provide fresh fruit. Moo Deng and her mother will be separated when she turns one year old."

I suppose I was lucky as Jonah and Moo Deng awoke and prepared to climb up. Upon hearing other parents and their kids yelling Moo Deng many times, the two adorable hippos immediately plunged back into the water, and our dreams were dashed.

"We plan to install new glass windows to provide visitors a clear view of Moo Deng in water. Rail fences will be built to ensure safety. Phase 2 of the Africa zone is expected to start in 2026 and will include a sanctuary for pygmy hippopotamuses," Srisak added.

Following a short encounter with hippos, tourists can spend some time at the neighbouring home of the capybara gang, which is increasingly popular with young explorers. Typically found in the savannas and jungles of central and southern America, they are currently gliding over Thailand's lush mountain scenery, where tourists may have the opportunity to feed them carrots, maize and napier grass on weekends and holidays.

[image: To see Moo Deng, visitors are willing to wait in long lines.]
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Just a few metres away, a series of little tree houses surrounded by green bushes and native plants give the impression that visitors are playing hide-and-seek with a group of two-toed sloths, the world's slowest animal, who hide and slumber there.

If visitors slow down, they can find giant tortoises from different regions, including the southern river terrapin, the red-eared slider, the South Asian box turtle, the Sulcata from Africa, and the Aldabra giant tortoise from the Indian Ocean.

The Bird Aviary is another popular spot for families to discover the marvel of nature. It's designed to resemble a verdant tropical jungle with more than 20 kinds of birds and fowls. Here, visitors may stroll along a network of shady canopy walkways or hide in the bushes, while a flock of pied imperial pigeons, Victoria-crowned pigeons, Siamese fire back, Nicobar pigeons, black-crested bulbuls, golden-fronted leafbirds, and white Indian peafowls can be seen lingering on the hill and sweeping from branch to branch in search of food.

To tour this 5,000 rai zoo, visitors can catch a shuttle tram to the Africa zone. For 30 baht, customers can buy Manila tamarind leaves to feed docile giraffes. With a stunning mountain backdrop, a herd of ostriches, blue wildebeest, oryx, and nyala feel free to graze on the green grassland that allows visitors to observe them from a distance.

[image: Moo Deng draws over 10,000 visitors to Khao Kheow Open Zoo on weekends.]
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Visitors can also take a short stroll to see a huge flock of larger flamingos, cashmeres, a newborn Southern white rhino, hyenas, white lions, and zebras. Raised by the banks of a lake, Lemur Land attracts travellers every Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturday, Sunday, and holiday with a fun rafting experience that allows them to feed a squad of ring-tailed lemurs. Then, you can visit the cold land to cool off during the day and look for the best spot to witness a penguin parade hopping on the shore and waving to welcome visitors.

Before leaving the zoo, visitors can drive their cars in zone 2 and get a taste of what a safari game drive would be like. Chimpanzees, orangutans, tapir, sambar deer, gaurs, the tiger valley, and the Australian forest, which is home to kangaroos and koalas, are on display there. An elephant swimming display is another attraction. Through glass windows, visitors can unwind while observing a group of lovely pachyderms taking a shower on the ground or diving into the water.

"We have zookeepers and staff on duty in each zone. We use the elephant swimming exercise to show how they live. Visitors should refrain from hurting or upsetting wild animals by jumping into their sanctuaries, yelling at them, or throwing objects at them since we come to learn about their way of life. Every activity is predicated on conditions that ensure the safety of both wild animals and tourists," Srisak said.

My journey came to a conclusion at Bangsaen Aquarium, which is located in Burapha University's Institute of Marine Science. It has been a popular weekend escape for families who are interested in exploring the aquatic world since it opened in 1970.

[image: Mae Mali.]
Mae Mali.



Inside, the exhibition is divided into six zones to educate young adventurers about marine ecosystems. A school of tigerfish, hermit crabs, and beautiful sea anemones greeted visitors as we began our tour in the Coastal Life zone. A tidal pool illustrates how the sea level changes often, either once or twice a day, depending on the influence of the Sun and Moon, giving us the impression that we are standing on a rocky beach.

We ventured farther into the Kitchen of the World and Colors of the Sea zones, which are home to clown fish, coral reef, jellyfish, butterflyfish, snakeskin gourami, moon wrasse, and longfin bannerfish. Some 500 species of dangerous and odd-shaped fish that can blend in with their environment to evade predators or pursue prey are on show in the Strange Beauty Hides Poison zone. Groupers, lionfish, pufferfish, eels, stingrays, cowfish, and catfish are a few examples.

Also on display are temporary exhibitions that highlight outstanding research from the Institute of Marine Science at Burapha University. During the day, visitors can explore the underwater habitat and watch seasoned divers feed sharks and other large fishes during an exciting diving show.

[image: The Bird Aviary houses more than 20 kinds of birds and fowls.]
The Bird Aviary houses more than 20 kinds of birds and fowls.



Travel info

Khao Kheow Open Zoo is at 235, Sri Racha district, Chon Buri. It's open daily from 8am to 6pm. Tickets are 80 baht for children, 200 baht for adults and 350 baht for foreigners. Find out more details, call 038-318-444 or visit khaokheow.zoothailand.org.

Bangsaen Aquarium is in Mueang Chon Buri district, Chon Buri. It's open daily from 9am to 4pm. Tickets are 40 baht for children, 80 baht for adults and 220 baht for foreigners. Find more details at bims.buu.ac.th or facebook.com/bimsthailand.
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Three-month-old pygmy hippopotamus Moo Deng has never left her mother's side.
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									Swing dance transforms art at Asai Bangkok

									
								

								The vibrancy of swing dance is transformed into visual art during "Mood Swing", which will kick off on Saturday and run until Jan 18, at Asai Bangkok Chinatown on Charoen Krung Road.
								Held in collaboration with 333Gallery, this is an interactive art exhibition that blends painting, swing dance and live jazz music, inviting travellers and locals to experience art in an engaging, hands-on way.

On showcase will be 10 original pieces of renowned artist Parangbune Meewasana, aka Mtt, who illustrates the powerful influence of swing dance on her artistic journey and how it shapes her creative process.

Inspired by the fluid steps and energetic rhythms of swing dance, each of her artworks captures the movement and emotion of the dance, transforming the vibrancy of swing into visual form.

On the opening night on Saturday, the spotlight will be on Woran Muangsiri, a passionate Lindy Hop dancer and musician, whose band The Stumbling Swingout aims to revive the joy of live swing music in Bangkok.

Scheduled for 5pm to 8pm at the hotel's courtyard, the fun evening will celebrate the coming together of art, swing dance and jazz music with captivating artwork inspired by the dynamic movements of swing dance accompanied by a swing dance performance, live jazz music and an open dance floor to all guests.

During the exhibition period, there will be special events on three evenings. They include a swing dance class with the Jelly Roll Jazz Club and an artist guided tour on Nov 30 at 5pm; and Social Night featuring an artist guided tour, dance performance, live jazz music and an open dance floor on Dec 21 and Jan 11 next year, both from 5pm to 8pm.

There is no admission fee. Visit asaihotels.com/happenings.
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									Exhibition explores coastal changes

									
								

								The impact of capitalist intervention on a local fishing community in the Deep South is reflected through mixed media artworks during "From Nomad To Nowhere", running at Warin Lab Contemporary, until Nov 30.
								This is a solo exhibition by Prach Pimarnman, a resident of Narathiwat, one of the southernmost provinces of Thailand, which explores the ongoing tribulations that impair the balance of local fishermen's existence.

For generations, fishermen have had a harmonious connection with their surroundings. Historically, the sea people were nomadic, navigating coastal deltas and islands. Eventually, some settled in a location where the Bang Nara River meets the Gulf of Thailand when it was vacant and undeveloped.

Until recently, the land they reside in has been under the Marine Department's jurisdiction, rendering their presence debatable, or owned by local magnates who expanded their holdings by reclaiming more land.

The coastal landscape has also undergone radical changes, with natural landmarks flattened for roads and construction, sand dunes dredged and erosion barriers fortified. Selective reclamation projects have further transformed the coastline and rivers, undermining the richness of the land and the bond between the people and their environment.

The artist captures the tension between the vanishing natural landscape and the vulnerable yet resilient community whose livelihood depends on nature.

Through the use of various materials belonging to the locality such as pounded bricks, seashells, charcoal and discarded fishing nets, he metaphors the memories of the location and mirrors the community's struggle to preserve their way of life, pressured by ever-increasing capitalism.

Warin Lab Contemporary is located at OP Garden, Charoen Krung 36, and opens Tuesday to Saturday from 10.30am to 7.30pm.

Visit warinlab.com.
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									'Million Gifts, Million Smiles' returns to help kids in the South

									
								

								For more than two decades, the turmoil in the southern border provinces has persisted, significantly impacting the mental well-being of numerous children and young people.
								In an effort to bring back joy and happiness during the upcoming New Year and National Children's Day 2025, Central Group, in partnership with the Royal Thai Army and various allied organisations, is proud to continue the initiative "Million Gifts, Million Smiles - From The Hearts To The Smiles" for its 15th consecutive year.

They warmly invite the Thai community to participate by sending gifts or educational support to children and youth in the southern border provinces and beyond through multiple channels provided by Central Group.

Over 48,000 youth households in the southern border provinces are currently experiencing financial hardships, with some children left orphaned. This situation has led to significant barriers in accessing education for these young individuals.

In response, the Million Gifts Million Smiles initiative, launched by Central Group in partnership with the Equitable Education Fund (EEF), encourages contributions to educational funds aimed at alleviating the financial strain on parents.

This effort seeks to address educational disparities for youth in the southern border provinces and Tak province, while also fostering sustainable career and income opportunities for families in the long term.

The Royal Thai Army will facilitate the transportation of gifts and educational funds, which will be distributed to children during the upcoming Children's Day celebrations.
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Individuals who wish to make a positive impact can engage with the youth in the southern border provinces through three primary avenues:

Pay It Forward: Help create a brighter future by funding scholarships for underprivileged children via the Equitable Education Fund (EEF) at a contribution of 2,500 baht per scholarship. Donations can be made at tham-dee.com/projects/mgms2024 from now until January 11, 2025, with tax benefits of up to 200%.

Gift It Forward: Spread smiles by donating new and unused gifts at specified drop-off locations, including:

Gift Drop-off Point: CentralWorld Shopping Center, 2nd Floor, Rest Area near the entrance to Central Department Store, from now until January 11, 2025.

Gift Delivery: Bangna Distribution Center (New DC), Liap Khlong Song Nam Suvarnabhumi Road, Bang Na-Trat Km.19, from 9am to 5pm, from November 25 to December 23.

Share it Forward: Assist in acquiring sports equipment and educational materials for children in the southern border provinces and beyond through various methods:

E-donation: Scan the QR Code to make a payment and CenPay counter from now until January 11, 2025.

Redeem The1 Points: Start with 100 points for donations, with no limit on contributions, available from now until January 11, 2025.

Bank Transfer: Donate to the Tiang Chirathivat Foundation at Bangkok Bank, Silom Branch, Savings Account No. 1180582031 (tax-deductible up to 100%), available from now until January 11, 2025.

Donation Boxes: Contribute through donation boxes located at information desks, payment points, and redemption areas across 225 Central department stores nationwide from November 15 to January 11, 2025.

Visit CENTRALGROUP on Facebook or Instagram for more information.
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Mascot Tham-dee with Lt Thanyalak Chokthanadech and Cpl Kritsada Phonlap. photo:


							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/social-and-lifestyle/2897753/million-gifts-million-smiles-returns-to-help-kids-in-the-south



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




									CentralWorld hosts YWCA Diplomatic Charity Bazaar

									
								

								CentralWorld has been transformed into an international Christmas market featuring premium gifts from around the world for the 69th YWCA Diplomatic Charity Bazaar, which kicks off today and runs until Sunday.
								The event kickstarts the season of happiness in the heart of the city, inviting everyone to witness the first Christmas tree adorned with beautiful ornaments and enjoy shopping at the grand international gift and goods festival, with proceeds going towards improving the quality of life of children, women and underprivileged groups.

Presented at special prices at more than 200 booths spanning across 1,500m2 covering many areas on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd floor are unique cultural and festive items from 47 countries, curated by diplomatic spouses, offering ideal gifts for Christmas and the New Year.

Joining the event for the first time with a promise to bring high-quality premium international goods are the embassies of Cambodia, Cuba, Laos, Romania and the Holy See.

This is an opportunity to shop for rare items like cashmere shawls handmade in Nepal, unique designer bags from Italy, soaps from Portugal, argan oil from Morocco, luxurious skincare from Spain, croissants from France, a whole wheel of Swiss cheese, as well as limited-edition handbags designed by the spouse of the Honorary Consul of Armenia to Thailand.
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The highlight is the international food zone at Eden 3 on the 3rd floor, offering a special culinary experience, with popular items like German sausages, pork knuckles, baked goods from the Holy See and fine wines from South Africa and healthy bakery from Holy Bake.

Also participating are food shops by famous personalities. Prepare to indulge in cookies and caramel cornflake from Bignut by Namfon Patcharin, bakery from Only Amy's by Amy Klinpratoom, and pickled salmon by Tae Satawat.

Originally called Christmas Bazaar when it launched in 1953, the annual event was held at various locations before it moved to CentralWorld.

Last year's bazaar raised over 7.5 million baht, which was used to support 66 charitable projects to support healthcare, provide medical equipment and improve educational infrastructure, especially for children and women in rural areas.

Visit facebook.com/CentralwOrld.
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									From pink to green

									The story of Si Chomphu's nature guardians
								

								In the heart of Thailand's northeastern province of Khon Kaen lies a district often overlooked by many -- Si Chomphu. While Khon Kaen is a bustling centre of commerce, the remote Si Chomphu district remains largely untouched, with its roads and infrastructure seemingly frozen in time. But beneath this veil of underdevelopment lies a treasure trove of natural wonders, and a community that's beginning to realise just how precious their surroundings truly are.
								Thanaphon Mahuema, a young boy who left school at the age of 12, is one of those people. His parents, struggling to make ends meet as sugarcane farmers, moved to Bangkok to work as construction workers, bringing Thanaphon along with them. Life in the big city was far from glamorous for the young boy. Stuck in a cramped room, surrounded by concrete and steel, he longed for the lush woods and rolling hills of his hometown.

After three long years, Thanaphon finally returned to Si Chomphu, where he moved in with his aunt, finding solace in the familiar embrace of nature. But his return wasn't just about reconnecting with his roots. It also marked the beginning of his involvement in a movement that would inspire the next generation of environmental stewards in Si Chomphu.

In 2023, Unicef reported that Khon Kaen is one of the 10 provinces in Thailand where children are most affected by climate change. The risks are real -- droughts, heatwaves, floods -- and they disproportionately affect the youngest and most vulnerable.

To amplify children's voices in the climate conversation, Unicef recently launched the #CountMeIn campaign. The initiative encourages young people to speak up about their concerns and ideas for addressing climate change, ensuring that their voices are not lost in the broader dialogue.

[image: Fifty primary and secondary school students gathered to participate in an Environmental Awareness initiative organised by Unicef and Sanya Makarin.]
Fifty primary and secondary school students gathered to participate in an Environmental Awareness initiative organised by Unicef and Sanya Makarin.



Waraporn Raksaphram, a programme officer for Environment and Climate Action at Unicef Thailand, emphasises that the first step in combating climate challenges is fostering a deep connection between children and the environment.

"When children are aware of the nature and environment around them and understand its benefits, this creates a foundation for them to protect it," she says.

Returning to his homeland, Thanaphon joined an eco-tourism initiative established by Sanya Makarin, a passionate teacher who had also recently returned to Si Chomphu after years of working in the city. Sanya was disheartened by the lack of pride among locals for their hometown, despite its natural beauty. Determined to change this, he launched an eco-tourism initiative that would not only introduce the district's hidden gems to the world but also instil a sense of pride and responsibility in the community, especially among its children.

"I loved the woods since I was young and I love it even more now," says Thanaphon, who joined Sanya's initiative as a volunteer. He began exploring every nook and cranny of the district, from the towering mountains to the serene streams and ancient cliff paintings. The more he learned, the deeper his appreciation for Si Chomphu's natural beauty grew. Now, whenever he sees someone cutting down trees, he doesn't hesitate to report it to the authorities. "I want to protect the woods."

Thanaphon's story is a testament to the power of nature appreciation and environmental education in shaping the minds and hearts of young people. But it's not just about learning to love the outdoors; it's about understanding the profound impact that climate change can have on their lives and communities.
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Chulalak Wantanee, a 10th grader at Si Chomphu School, is deeply concerned about a proposed mine that threatens to destroy the district's mountains and pollute its environment.



In Si Chomphu, this call to action is being embraced with enthusiasm. On a recent Saturday, 50 primary and secondary school students gathered to participate in an Environmental Awareness initiative organised by Unicef and Sanya. Together with an environment influencer Jareerat "Baitong" Petsom who joined the visit, the children spent the day exploring the district's natural treasures -- climbing cliffs, wading through streams, and marvelling at waterfalls. The next day, they teamed up with university students who volunteer through the "I Am UNICEF" programme to learn storytelling and media creating skills.

Through photo stories and videos, the children shared their experiences and expressed their desire to protect their community's natural resources.

One of these young voices is Chulalak Wantanee, a 10th grader at Si Chomphu School. She is deeply concerned about a proposed mine that threatens to destroy the district's mountains and pollute its environment.

"If it happens, the mountains will be gone," she says. "It will create pollution and affect our health and ways of living. I want to protect our mountains."

[image: Sanya Makarin, a passionate teacher who launched an eco-tourism initiative to instil a sense of pride and responsibility in the community, especially among its children.]
Sanya Makarin, a passionate teacher who launched an eco-tourism initiative to instil a sense of pride and responsibility in the community, especially among its children.



The weekend culminated in a joyful showcase of the children's videos, presented to community leaders who gathered to listen to their ideas and concerns. For many, it was the first time they had the opportunity to speak directly to adults in charge about the future of their community.

"This is the first time we actually got to sit down with community leaders to share our vision of the community." says Sanya.

As for Thanaphon, his love for nature continues to grow. He dreams of becoming a forest protection officer at the local national park, dedicating his life to safeguarding the very woods that brought him back to Si Chomphu.

"Although my district Si Chomphu means pink, it's actually green," he says with a smile. "And I want to keep it green."

[image: Environment influencer Jareerat 'Baitong' Petsom, centre, joined the children in exploring the district's natural treasures -- climbing cliffs, wading through streams, and marvelling at waterfalls.]
Environment influencer Jareerat 'Baitong' Petsom, centre, joined the children in exploring the district's natural treasures -- climbing cliffs, wading through streams, and marvelling at waterfalls.
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Children explored the district's natural treasures -- climbing cliffs, wading through streams and marvelling at waterfalls on the first day. On the second, they teamed up with 'I Am UNICEF' volunteers to learn storytelling and media skills.



[image: From pink to green]

[image: From pink to green]

[image: From pink to green]

[image: From pink to green]
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/social-and-lifestyle/2897813/from-pink-to-green



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Life
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
        

      

      Tech

      
        
          	
            Life
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
        

      

    

  