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      Politics

      Post Politics from The Washington Post is the source for political news headlines, in-depth politics coverage and political opinion, plus breaking news on the biden administration and White House, Congress, the Supreme Court, elections and more.


      
        Election 2024 live updates:  Biden pledges 'peaceful and orderly transition' after Trump's win
        Justine McDaniel, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek, Mariana Alfaro, Maegan Vazquez, Jonathan Edwards

        Get live updates in the Election 2024, including results and latest news as the control of the House remains undecided after Donald Trump won the presidency and GOP won control of the Senate.

      

      
        International trends suggest that the 2024 story may be uncomplicated
        Philip Bump

        Worldwide this year, incumbent parties struggled in elections. Maybe part of the explanation everywhere is that prices were just too high.

      

      
        Could Democrats still win the House?
        Aaron Blake

        It appears unlikely, but unpredictable and slow-counting California looms large.

      

      
        Far-right extremists celebrate, see opportunity in second Trump win
        Hannah Allam

        In a burst of hate and misogyny, MAGA militants cheered the return of a president they consider an ally.

      

      
        With Trump win, focus turns to older Supreme Court justices
        Justin Jouvenal, Tobi Raji

        Some liberals called for Justice Sonia Sotomayor to retire before Donald Trump returns to the White House. But Democrats would struggle to confirm a replacement.

      

      
        'This is awkward': World leaders contend with past insults of Trump
        Jennifer Hassan

        After Donald Trump's 2024 election win, officials in Britain, France and Australia who previously criticized him are deleting tweets and writing congratulatory messages.

      

      
        Michigan's top elections official fought for democracy. Then Trump won.
        David Maraniss

        Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson has been on a mission to restore trust in a system that Donald Trump attacked. Now she must reckon with his victory.

      

      
        The era of speaking power to truth
        Philip Bump

        Trump obviously doesn't need a phalanx of voices online and on TV to spread false claims. But his campaign and his victory awarded those voices much more power.

      

      
        With a meteoric rise, transgender lawmaker to make history in Congress
        Emily Wax-Thibodeaux

        Delaware state legislator Sarah McBride won her momentous bid for the U.S. House this week, declaring, "Our democracy is big enough for all of us."

      

      
        Trump's return may help oil and Elon Musk. Retail and unions, not so much.
        Julian  Mark

        When Donald Trump assumes the presidency in January, he will have a chance to implement an economic vision that could change things for many businesses.

      

      
        2024 turnout is near the 2020 record. See how each state compares.
        Luis Melgar, Alyssa Fowers, Dan Keating

        Votes are still being counted in some states, but those tabulated so far and expected totals show a range of turnout across states.

      

      
        What Trump has promised to do on 'day one' as president
        Derek Hawkins, Clara Ence Morse, Eric Lau

        Trump has made 41 distinct promises for his first day in office, including mass deportations and banning transgender women from sports.

      

      
        Still unknown in 2024 election: Who won the House? Who won the popular vote?
        Leo Sands

        A handful of undecided House races will determine whether Republicans take full control of Congress. It is too soon to confirm that Trump won the popular vote.

      

      
        Abortion access for 2 million women will be changing. Here's how.
        Nick Kirkpatrick

        Ballot measures on abortion passed in seven states, further transforming the post-Roe landscape.

      

      
        The Haitians of Springfield, a Trump campaign target, brace for his presidency
        Danielle Paquette

        Donald Trump vowed to deport the Haitians of Springfield during his campaign. Many in the Ohio community are worried and praying after he won the presidency.

      

      
        Trump's triumph threatens an already battered democracy, experts say
        Sarah Ellison

        American democracy simply wasn't set up to "deal with an aspiring autocrat," especially with a willing electorate.

      

      
        Elon Musk's $1M voter giveaways were fixed lotteries, lawsuits say
        Kyle Melnick

        Elon Musk said recipients of his daily $1 million lottery would be selected randomly. Two lawsuits accuse America PAC of pre-selecting winners.

      

      
        Jan. 6 riot defendants celebrate Trump's election, angle for pardons
        Spencer Hsu, Tom Jackman, Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff

        The president-elect has promised to pardon some Capitol rioters. His campaign has said he will decide which ones on a "case-by-case" basis.

      

      
        Harris concedes in hopeful speech after Trump's win
        Washington Post staff

        Get live updates in the Election 2024, including results and the latest news on the presidential race between Kamala Harris and Donald Trump.

      

      
        Anguished Democrats try to regroup and figure out what went wrong
        Matt Viser, Tyler Pager

        As Democrats Wednesday digested the news of Trump's victory, the party was awash in angst-ridden second guessing

      

      
        What we still don't know about the election: House control, popular vote
        Leo Sands, Victoria Bisset, Mark Berman

        While Trump is projected to win the presidency and Republicans the Senate, control of the House is still unclear, and some swing states have not yet been called.

      

      
        This time, Trump will have the GOP-led Senate at his back
        Liz Goodwin, Paul Kane, Leigh Ann Caldwell

        Senate Republicans once tried to check the former president's power. This time, they will be more accommodating.

      

      
        Howard students planned to celebrate in the streets. Then the votes came in.
        Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff, Tamilore Oshikanlu

        After Kamala Harris's loss, students, alumni and faculty at her alma mater Howard University described a sense of hope and joy cut short by disappointment.

      

      
        For abortion ballot measures, strong success or guarded victory?
        Molly Hennessy-Fiske, Annie Gowen, Lori Rozsa, Caitlin Gilbert

        Constitutional amendments for abortion rights passed in seven states Tuesday, but their impact nationally is unclear given the incoming Trump administration.

      

      
        Republicans see possible path to total control of Washington
        Marianna Sotomayor

        With the White House and Senate in hand, the GOP only needs the House to secure a governing trifecta.

      

      
        Republican election denial claims take a hiatus with Trump's victory
        Amy Gardner, Colby Itkowitz, Yvonne Wingett Sanchez, Patrick Marley

        The true test of a democracy is accepting the result even when the other side wins, say election officials and some Democratic leaders

      

      
        Trump and allies prepare to take power after decisive win over Harris
        Jacqueline Alemany, Josh Dawsey, Hannah Knowles, Marianne LeVine, Perry Stein

        The president-elect's team has zeroed in on some contenders for top appointments, including Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Florida) and billionaire hedge fund investor John Paulson.

      

      
        What a second Trump presidency could mean for America
        Amber Phillips

        A second Donald Trump presidency could bring about massive change: tariffs, a rollback of climate rules and a crackdown on dissent.

      

      
        The historic firsts of the 2024 election
        Brianna Tucker

        Voters in Delaware elected the first openly transgender member of Congress, and two Black women will serve in the U.S. Senate for the first time.

      

      
        Harris concedes to Trump but says 'fight that fueled this campaign' endures
        Cleve R. Wootson Jr.

        Harris addressed the nation from her alma mater, Howard University. It was her public appearance since Trump won the presidential race.

      

      
        Harris defeat is a stinging verdict for the left
        Peter Jamison, Cleve R. Wootson Jr.

        For Harris, who is no stranger to setbacks, the presidential election result was a devastating defeat.

      

      
        Trump coalition marks a transformed Republican Party
        Yasmeen Abutaleb, Dan Keating, Sabrina Rodriguez, Josh Dawsey

        The former president's return to the White House was powered by a historic realignment of the American electorate, upending decades of traditional support.

      

      
        As Trump wins White House, special counsel weighs how to end trials
        Perry Stein, Shayna Jacobs, Holly Bailey, Spencer Hsu

        Special counsel Jack Smith is weighing how to wind down two federal prosecutors of the former and future president, a person familiar said.

      

      
        For second time in 8 years, a loss for a woman presidential candidate
        Joanna Slater, Karin Brulliard

        Donald Trump's win means that the tradition of electing a man to the nation's highest office remains unbroken after more than 200 years.
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Election 2024 live updates:  Biden pledges 'peaceful and orderly transition' after Trump's win
Get live updates in the Election 2024, including results and latest news as the control of the House remains undecided after Donald Trump won the presidency and GOP won control of the Senate.
By Justine McDaniel, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek, Mariana Alfaro, Maegan Vazquez, Jonathan Edwards, Jennifer Hassan, Marianna Sotomayor, Patrick Marley, Matt Viser, Molly Hennessy-Fiske, Annie Gowen, Lori Rozsa, Caitlin Gilbert, Luis Melgar, Alyssa Fowers, Dan Keating, Jacob Bogage, Emily Wax-Thibodeaux, Andrew Ackerman, Leo Sands, Francesca Ebel, Catherine Belton, Liz Goodwin, Paul Kane, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Theodoric Meyer, Karen DeYoung, Michael Birnbaum, Missy Ryan, Danielle Paquette, Kyle Melnick, Jacqueline Alemany, Josh Dawsey, Hannah Knowles, Marianne LeVine, Perry Stein | 2024-11-07
President Joe Biden pledged a "peaceful and orderly transition" as he addressed the nation Thursday for the first time since Donald Trump was declared the winner over Vice President Kamala Harris in the presidential election. Saying he would "honor the Constitution," Biden also recounted some of his administration's accomplishments. Harris addressed supporters Wednesday afternoon after calling Trump to concede. Republicans are poised to take control of the White House and Senate. Dozens of House races remain too close to call, leaving control of the chamber in question.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/elections/2024/11/07/election-house-trump-senate-live-updates/
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International trends suggest that the 2024 story may be uncomplicated
Worldwide this year, incumbent parties struggled in elections. Maybe part of the explanation everywhere is that prices were just too high.
By Philip Bump | 2024-11-07

President Joe Biden meets with then-British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak inside the Oval Office at the White House in June 2023. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post)


On Saturday, I was at a carpenter's union hall in Scranton, Pennsylvania, standing with members of the union before President Joe Biden arrived to speak.
One of the guys I spoke to had come from out of town with other members of his local on a bus. Like the others there, he was wearing a fluorescent yellow shirt touting the union and had been part of a phone bank encouraging other carpenters in the state to vote.
But, even though he didn't say it explicitly, he wasn't planning to vote in line with his union's endorsement of Vice President Kamala Harris. Other carpenters I spoke with, for example, touted how Biden's infrastructure bill had given them more work and said they planned to support his vice president as a result. When I asked this guy why, though, he offered a simple counterpoint: Prices were too high.
Speaking over the course of the campaign to voters who planned to vote for Donald Trump, this was often the first thing people said. Prices were too high or the economy was too tumultuous or both. Perhaps some of them were isolating a common talking point instead of telling some guy from The Washington Post that they actually approved of Trump's proto-authoritarian xenophobia. But it makes more sense to assume that their support was, in fact, a reaction to a very real increase in prices -- one not contained to the United States and one that had political repercussions that were similarly international.
Early in Biden's administration, inflation began to kick in. A look at the 12-month change in the consumer price index (CPI) shows a spike that began in March 2021, climbing deeper into 2021.




In May of that year, former Treasury secretary Larry Summers warned the administration that inflation was becoming a problem. But that's not why May 2021 is flagged on the chart above. Instead, it's because it marks the point when YouGov polling began seeing a downward trend in Biden's approval rating among independents.
In October 2021, I made the following chart, showing how the downward trend began that May -- including on perceptions of how Biden was handling the economy.

A chart from 2021. 


His approval rating never improved substantially. By the time the 2024 election arrived, it sat at 41 percent, including a relatively weak 77 percent among members of his own party. As political scientist John Sides wrote at Good Authority, low presidential approval ratings have historically correlated with underperformance by the president's party.
Again, though, this wasn't contained to the United States. While Summers pointed to administration policies as contributing to the problem, other nations saw similar surges in inflation in 2021 and 2022.




On the morning after the election, I began pulling together numbers on how recent elections in the countries listed above had fared. Were their incumbents similarly punished?
The answer is yes. The United Kingdom offers one of the best examples, since the prime minister who attempted to defend his party's leadership this year -- Rishi Sunak of the Conservatives -- wasn't actually leading the country when inflation surged in Britain in 2021 and early 2022. But he and his party paid the price anyway, going from 43.6 percent of the vote in 2019 to 23.7 percent in July of this year.
The Financial Times's John Burn-Murdoch, relying in part on a database of past election results, created a graph that shows the anti-incumbent effect at play in 2024. It's the first year on record, he wrote, in which every incumbent party saw a decrease in its vote share in developed countries that held elections.
Burn-Murdoch notes that inflation wasn't the only trigger in a lot of this backlash, and it's certainly true that other factors contributed to Trump's victory Tuesday. But it is also true that the shift toward Trump and away from Biden's 2020 performance was widespread and consistent. That suggests (as both he and Sides wrote) a broad, overarching cause -- one that might (at the risk of begging the question) be as simple as "a surge in prices."
You'll notice that the decline for the Democratic Party on Burn-Murdoch's chart was small relative to rejections of the incumbent party in other countries. There are probably a number of reasons for that, including that the United States' two-party system means voters hostile to both the incumbent party and the alternative had no other viable candidate to support. It may also reflect that Trump's proposals for addressing higher prices were often incoherent.
Perhaps, as the days pass, we'll learn that assessments of 2024 that combine multiple components of candidate rhetoric and campaign spending led to the result we saw Tuesday. To be compelling, such explanations -- beloved by reporters who have been closely tracking what the campaigns have been doing -- will have to grapple with explaining equivalent shifts to the right in rural red counties and urban blue ones and red and blue suburbs and urban red counties and rural blue ones.
The central cause may be simpler. It may just be that Harris, like Sunak, couldn't slip her leg from the anchor to which she was tied. It may simply be that when a carpenter at a rally centered on boosting your candidacy is wobbly on supporting you because prices are too high, the explanation is that prices are too high.
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Could Democrats still win the House?
It appears unlikely, but unpredictable and slow-counting California looms large.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-11-07

As of Nov. 7 at 12:25 p.m. 


The 2024 election was a major setback for Democrats. They lost the presidency decisively (by 21st-century standards), and Republicans may have one of their biggest Senate majorities in decades.
Then there's the House, where dozens of races remain undecided.
It's quite possible Democrats could gain seats there, and it's still within the realm of possibility that they could flip the GOP-controlled chamber.
It would be a consolation prize, sure. But it would be a substantial one that would give Democrats a major check on President-elect Donald Trump's and the GOP's grip on power.
So where do things stand?
In short: Republicans are still favorites. But many votes have yet to be counted, and it could take weeks thanks to crucial races in states such as California, where the ballot-counting process is glacially slow.
Right now, Republicans have won 205 seats, while Democrats have won 191, with 39 races undecided. A party needs 218 seats to win a majority. So Republicans need to win only one-third of the remaining races (13), while Democrats need to win two-thirds (26).
That might sound lopsided, but most of the outstanding races favor Democrats. Some haven't been called out of an abundance of caution and/or because so many votes remain outstanding.
A review of the current results -- looking at where the outstanding votes are and which candidate does better in those areas -- suggests Democrats are favored to win more than half of them. Republicans appear favored in just enough to secure the barest of majorities. And then there are a handful of races where it's not at all clear which side is favored.
If I had to project this out, I'd say Republicans are favored to win 219 seats, while Democrats are favored to win 212, with four toss-ups.
The big complicating factor in all of this, though, is that there are lots of races with lots of ballots outstanding -- particularly in Arizona, California and, to a lesser extent, Oregon. Of the two dozen races that appear to be most in play, an average of about 76 percent of ballots have been counted.
That means there is plenty of uncertainty about the ballots that remain. Could mail ballots be more likely to favor Democrats, for instance?
If there is some hope for Democrats, it surely resides in California. It's home to 12 of the outstanding races, nine of the two dozen races that appear as if they could go either way, and three of the four pure toss-ups.
California is often the straggler, and there is some precedent for those races swinging hard toward Democrats. That's what happened in 2018, when the Democrats' wave became much bigger as the results trickled in.
Then-House Speaker Paul D. Ryan (R-Wisconsin) lamented the situation at the time, calling it "bizarre."
"We were only down 26 seats the night of the election, and three weeks later we lost basically every California race," Ryan said. Democrats ultimately gained more than 40 seats, thanks to late-arriving wins.
(Ryan's office quickly clarified that he wasn't suggesting anything untoward about the election results.)
As for whether that could happen again? We don't have much information on what kinds of ballots are outstanding. Politico notes that local observers are skeptical the Democratic advantage will look like 2018 this time around. The No. 3 House Democrat, Rep. Pete Aguilar (California), is wagering that they will look more like the early-arriving absentee ballots than the Election Day vote, but we just don't know.
In the meantime, if you want a sense for where things are headed, a handful of races bear watching.
To win the majority, Democrats would probably need to sweep the most competitive races in districts such as California's 13th, 27th and 47th, as well as Arizona's 6th District.
Then they would need to pick off a couple seats that look tougher for them -- with possibilities including Arizona's 1st District and California's 41st  and 45th.
The most likely outcome appears to be a House that looks a lot like it has for the last two years, with about a 221-214 Republican majority. But Democrats could at least gain seats. And it's certainly worth keeping an eye on in the coming days and perhaps weeks.
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Far-right extremists celebrate, see opportunity in second Trump win 
In a burst of hate and misogyny, MAGA militants cheered the return of a president they consider an ally.
By Hannah Allam | 2024-11-07

Donald Trump arrives for a campaign rally in Kinston, North Carolina, on Nov. 3. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


"Good morning, Patriots. WE DID IT."
That message greeted members of a Telegram channel for anti-government militias early Wednesday, encapsulating the celebratory mood of far-right extremists who see in Donald Trump an avatar of their dark vision for America.
Even before the race was called for Trump, triumphant messages began flowing on social media platforms across the spectrum of MAGA-aligned extremists. Anti-government militia groups, white nationalists, Proud Boys, Christian supremacists and QAnon-style conspiracy theorists all expressed a sense of jubilation mixed with an eagerness to exact vengeance on political opponents.
Though specific goals differ, there was broad agreement among the factions that Trump's second win nudges the country much further right, putting once-fringe plans, such as mass deportations and erasing the separation of church and state, within reach. The win animated extremist talk about their potential role in dismantling democratic institutions, an ominous sign for researchers who saw Trump's fiery rhetoric inspire vigilantism during his first presidency.
"That legitimized, normalized and sort of gave permission to extremist groups -- who are really white supremacist and deeply misogynistic -- to come out of the woodwork and feel validated," said Cynthia Miller-Idriss, who leads the Polarization and Extremism Research and Innovation Lab at American University. "We're seeing that type of rhetoric again."
Trump won the votes of millions of Americans, sweeping the swing states that have been called so far, and he is on track to win the popular vote. He also increased his margins across demographics, especially among Latino men, according to exit polls. Analysts have described the wide embrace of Trump-style nativism as a "mass radicalization" and warn that popular support for an agenda that overlaps with far-right goals emboldens a violent fringe.
In posts and videos, extremists savored the moment by blasting Aerosmith's "Back in the Saddle" or Queen's "We Are the Champions" as they gloated over "lib meltdowns" about the results. Conspiracy theories that right-wing activists had pushed for months about "rigged elections" evaporated overnight.
Christian supremacists urged followers to drop to their knees in prayerful gratitude for the defeat of the "Demon-crats" and for the victory of a man they say will usher in "Bible-based governance." Others likened Trump's return to the start of a modern-day American revolution: "45 + 47 = 1776." Threats of executions and political violence were interspersed with extremist planning on how to influence policy now that a perceived ally was heading back to the White House.
"Step one: get power. Step two: wield it," a Tennessee-based white nationalist posted on X.
There was particular glee in Trump's takedown of Vice President Kamala Harris, whose gender and multiracial heritage were relentlessly attacked in the "manosphere," a loose network of misogynistic communities with influence through gaming, social media and other cultural forces.
A network poll shows that 49 percent of men 18 to 29 voted for Trump; the number was 53 percent for men ages 30 to 39, an increase over 2020 results in both categories.
"Gender is the story of this election in a lot of ways," Miller-Idriss said.
As Harris's defeat became clear, dehumanizing attacks soon followed. Much of it spread unfettered on X, whose owner Elon Musk frequently expresses support for Trump using far-right rhetoric.
One popular meme depicted Trump as a garbage-truck driver -- a reference to a moment on the campaign trail -- hauling Harris into a trash compactor. Other posts, some of them with hundreds of thousands of views, dismissed women as "b----es" and babymakers who had been taught a lesson about challenging abortion bans and standing up to an "alpha male" like Trump.
Extremists focused on Black and Hispanic women for attack, bragging about preventing a "DEI hire" from leading the nation. They urged Oprah Winfrey and other famous Black women who supported Harris to leave the country, and they fantasized about dumping Hispanic women and children across the border in Mexico.
"As Toni Morrison said, fascism 'is recognizable by its need to purge, by the strategies it uses to purge, and by its terror of truly democratic agendas,'" said Alexandria Onuoha, a researcher at Suffolk University in Boston who studies extremist targeting of Black women and girls. "Black women have been warning us about the nature of fascism for decades."
Another sector rejoicing in Trump's win is what MAGA extremists refer to as the "American gulag," the defendants serving time or facing prosecution in connection with the storming of the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, when mob violence erupted in rejection of Trump's 2020 defeat.
Trump has long promised clemency for some defendants if he was reelected. The idea is anathema to federal prosecutors and civil rights groups who attribute a current lull in political violence in part to the deterrent effect of Jan. 6 prosecutions, including landmark convictions of Proud Boys and Oath Keepers leaders.
Hours after Trump's win was declared, an attorney for Jan. 6 defendant Christopher Carnell filed in federal court to reschedule a hearing pending "further information from the Office of the President-elect regarding the timing and expected scope of clemency actions." Court records show that Carnell was convicted in February of felony obstruction and four misdemeanors.
The request, which a judge denied, reflects the hope convicted rioters see in Trump's return.
"Mr. Carnell, who was an 18 year old nonviolent entrant into the Capitol on January 6," the court filing states, "is expecting to be relieved of the criminal prosecution that he is currently facing when the new administration takes office."
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With Trump win, focus turns to older Supreme Court justices
Some liberals called for Justice Sonia Sotomayor to retire before Donald Trump returns to the White House. But Democrats would struggle to confirm a replacement.
By Justin Jouvenal, Tobi Raji | 2024-11-07

Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr., along with Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor and Supreme Court Justice Elena Kagan, arrive before President Joe Biden delivers his State of the Union address to a joint session of Congress on Capitol Hill on March 7 in Washington, D.C. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Some prominent voices on the left called earlier this year for Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor to retire while Joe Biden was still president, so a Democrat could nominate her replacement regardless of who won the election.
Sotomayor, 70, is the oldest liberal justice and has Type 1 diabetes. Advocates feared a repeat of what happened with liberal Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, who declined to retire during President Barack Obama's tenure and died on the bench in 2020, while Donald Trump was in office.
The vacancy allowed Trump to nominate Amy Coney Barrett, cementing a powerful 6-3 conservative supermajority.
Now, with Trump set to return to the White House and Republicans poised to take control of the Senate, some Democrats are renewing those calls for Sotomayor to step down during the lame-duck period before the presidential inauguration in January.
"This could be Democrats' last chance to fill her seat for some time," said Josh Barro, author of the Very Serious newsletter. "It has been possible, historically, to go 12 or 14 years without simultaneous control of the White House and the Senate, after initially losing that control. She could be well into her 80s by the next time she has a good opportunity to retire."
Trump's victory has inevitably sharpened speculation about what the Supreme Court senior justices will do in the months ahead and how the parties might handle any high court vacancies. Besides Sotomayor, the two oldest justices are Republican nominees, Clarence Thomas, 76, and Samuel A. Alito Jr., 74.
Trump's victory presents an opportunity for one or both of them to retire and allow him to nominate younger conservatives, preserving the supermajority that has dramatically shifted the law to the right on abortion, guns, regulation and more.
It's unclear whether Thomas or Alito would oblige, however. Neither has publicly commented on retiring, and two members of the conservative legal movement, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive issue, told The Washington Post last month that it's unlikely either justice would step down during a Trump presidency. Neither Thomas nor Alito responded to a request for comment Wednesday. But Mike Davis, a legal adviser to Trump, posted on X: "Prediction: Justice Sam Alito is gleefully packing up his chambers."
Any new vacancies would give Trump -- who also appointed Justices Neil M. Gorsuch and Brett M. Kavanaugh during his first term -- an extraordinary imprint on the court. If at least two justices stepped down during his second term, he would be able to boast of nominating the majority of justices currently serving and of having the most appointments by any president since Franklin D. Roosevelt.
Whom Trump might nominate in such a scenario could depend on the political composition of the Senate, which must approve any nominee. Republicans will control at least 52 Senate seats next year and possibly more, since votes are still being counted in some races from Tuesday's election. A bigger majority would probably give Trump wide latitude to pick a staunch conservative without jeopardizing their confirmation -- either for the high court or, if there are no vacancies there, for other appointments to the federal bench.
A spokesperson for Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa), the ranking minority member on the Judiciary Committee, said he is looking forward "to working with President Trump to confirm highly-qualified, constitutionally-sound judges to the federal judiciary."
Democrats hoping to find a way to allow Biden to replace Sotomayor face major hurdles. Sotomayor has served on the court for 15 years, not especially long by modern standards. She has also only been the senior liberal justice, a status that allows her to write significant dissents, for two terms. She has not commented on the calls for her to consider retiring and did not respond to a request for comment Wednesday.
Even if Sotomayor did step down, "it's far from clear that Senate Democrats would have the votes to confirm a replacement," said Alex Aronson, executive director of Court Accountability and former Senate Judiciary Committee staffer.
Democrats have a slim 51-49 edge in the Senate until the newly elected lawmakers take office in January. Sen. Joe Manchin III, a Democrat turned independent who caucuses with his old party, said in March that he wouldn't vote for any judicial nominee who lacked Republican support. He then softened his position and agreed to move forward on judicial nominees without Republican support in some instances.
"This is my own little filibuster," Manchin told Politico at that time.
A spokesperson for U.S. Senate Majority Whip Dick Durbin (D), chair of the Senate Judiciary Committee, said in a statement that the committee plans to continue working to confirm lower-court judges for the next two months. The spokesperson declined to comment on the prospect of moving a Supreme Court nominee if Sotomayor stepped down.
"Senate Democrats are in a strong position regarding judicial confirmations as we approach the lame duck session given that we have a number of nominees on the floor ready for a vote, and others still moving through Committee," the statement said. "Chair Durbin aims to confirm every possible nominee before the end of this Congress."
To date, Biden has put 213 judges on the bench. Trump nominated 234 in his first term. Taken together, Trump and Biden have nominated about half of the roughly 900 federal judgeships, meaning Trump will probably have fewer chances to fill seats during the next four years.
There are currently 47 federal judicial openings.
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 'This is awkward': World leaders contend with past insults of Trump
After Donald Trump's 2024 election win, officials in Britain, France and Australia who previously criticized him are deleting tweets and writing congratulatory messages.
By Jennifer Hassan | 2024-11-07

President-elect Donald Trump points to the crowd at an election night watch party in West Palm Beach, Florida, on Wednesday. (Julia Demaree Nikhinson/AP)


LONDON -- Donald Trump's election to the White House is putting world leaders who previously criticized him in an awkward spot, as they contend with their past comments and prepare for a new phase of their working relationship with the United States.
Many European policymakers, in particular, have worried about the prospect that a second Trump presidency would upend U.S. support for Ukraine and American security guarantees across the continent. Trump has boasted that he would encourage Russia to "do whatever the hell" it wants to NATO allies that he sees as not spending enough on defense.
In the United Kingdom, Trump remains a divisive figure among politicians, many of whom have not shied away from criticizing him. During his first stint in office, he was frequently accused by politicians of damaging the long-standing "special relationship" between the two nations.
In an 2018 op-ed for Time, Labour Party politician David Lammy called Trump "a woman-hating, neo-Nazi-sympathizing sociopath" and a "profound threat to the international order," vowing to join a protest against Trump during his state visit. And in 2019, Lammy called Trump "deluded, dishonest, xenophobic, narcissistic" and said he was "no friend of Britain."
After Labour was elected as Britain's ruling party in July, Lammy became Britain's foreign secretary, a key member of the Labour government who would have to work closely with the United States on diplomatic fronts.
As Trump was projected to win the U.S. presidential election Wednesday, Lammy tweeted his congratulations and said: "We look forward to working with you and [JD Vance] in the years ahead," his remarks striking a notably different tone from those made in the past.
"Well, this is awkward!" the front page of Britain's Daily Star tabloid read Thursday.
Prime Minister Keir Starmer congratulated Trump on his "historic election victory" Wednesday and said that the "UK-US special relationship will continue to prosper on both sides of the Atlantic." Starmer's warm comments came just weeks after he dismissed a claim from the Trump campaign, which also filed a lawsuit, that his Labour Party was committing "blatant foreign interference" in the U.S. election.

Worldwide leaders responded to president-elect Donald Trump defeating Vice President Kamala Harris on Nov. 6.


During Prime Minister's Questions on Wednesday, Kemi Badenoch, the new leader of Britain's Conservative Party, asked Starmer if he had apologized to Trump during their meeting in September over Lammy's past "derogatory remarks" and said that if he had not done so, he should apologize "now." Starmer did not directly respond to Badenoch's question but said he and Lammy met with Trump in September, describing the meeting as "very constructive."
A spokeswoman for Starmer's office also said that Lammy would keep his job despite his previous comments, the BBC reported.
Another British politician with whom Trump has publicly feuded is London Mayor Sadiq Khan, with whom he sparred on social media during his first term.
Khan has called Trump "one of the most egregious examples of a growing global threat," criticized Trump's treatment of women and condemned his travel ban, which mostly targeted people from Muslim-majority countries. In 2018, Khan granted permission for a giant balloon depicting Trump as a diaper-wearing orange baby to fly above the city during Trump's first  visit.

Demonstrators raise a giant balloon depicting President Donald Trump as a diaper-wearing orange baby in London on July 13, 2018. (Chris J Ratcliffe/Getty Images)


Trump, for his part, has called Khan, London's first Muslim mayor, "a stone cold loser" and "incompetent."
After Trump declared victory in the election on Wednesday, Khan tweeted, without directly referring to Trump: "An important reminder today for Londoners: our city is -- and will always be -- for everyone. We will always be pro-women, pro-diversity, pro-climate and pro-human rights."
Trump's return to the White House also spurred reevaluations in Australia, prompting the country's ambassador to the United States, Kevin Rudd, to delete past social media posts and comments on his website that criticized Trump. Australia is not a member of NATO but is recognized as a "partner."
In 2020, Rudd, who previously served as Australia's prime minister from 2007 to 2010 and in 2013, described Trump as the "most destructive president in history" and called him a "traitor to the West," according to the Australian Broadcasting Corp.
In a Thursday statement posted to his website, Rudd said the remarks were made during his previous role as the head of an independent U.S.-based think tank and that they do not reflect the view of the Australian government.
"Out of respect for the office of President of the United States, and following the election of President Trump, Ambassador Rudd has now removed these past commentaries from his personal website and social media channels," the statement said, adding that the move was to "eliminate the possibility of such comments being misconstrued."
Rudd is looking forward to working with the president-elect "to continue strengthening the US-Australia alliance," the statement said.
Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese also said Thursday that he has congratulated Trump and discussed security ties, trade and investment between their two countries.

From left, French first lady Brigitte Macron, French President Emmanuel Macron, President Donald Trump and first lady Melania Trump at the White House on April 24, 2018. (Andrew Harnik/AP)


French President Emmanuel Macron, another politician with a complicated relationship with Trump, claimed to be among the first world leaders to speak with Trump after his election win.
The pair discussed Russia's war in Ukraine and the conflict in the Middle East during "a very warm conversation" on Wednesday, according to the French Embassy in Washington.
Once known for their "bromance" and long handshakes, the two leaders started to see cracks in their relationship in 2018, with Trump lambasting Macron for comments that had been taken out of context, French tariffs on wine, the unemployment rate and Macron's approval ratings. Macron, in turn, decried nationalism in a sharp rebuke to Trump's "America First" policy.
As Trump returns to power, he faces a new slate of foreign policy challenges, including Russia's war in Ukraine, conflict in the Middle East, trade with China and climate change. Trump has given relatively few specifics on how he would address them, but it is clear that allies need his favor.
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Michigan's top elections official fought for democracy. Then Trump won.
Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson has been on a mission to restore trust in a system that Donald Trump attacked. Now she must reckon with his victory.
By David Maraniss | 2024-11-07
DETROIT -- Jocelyn Benson, Michigan's secretary of state, had just concluded an election night news conference at Ford Field extolling the virtues of the vote when she learned that Donald Trump might be on his way to reclaiming the presidency.
She had worked relentlessly all year, and all of that long final day and night, trying to ensure that citizens in her state experienced a calm, safe and accessible election, only to see it lead to the restoration of a man and a movement that seemed the opposite of almost everything she believes in.
Although Benson is a Democrat who supported Kamala Harris in a state crucial to the vice president's chances, she was also the overseer of a nonpartisan election system. As disappointed as she might have been by the national result, her faith in democracy compelled her to accept it.
"The will of the people will stand," she said. "Whatever it is."
Nothing she had experienced during the frenetic final 72 hours before the election could have prepared her for that ending. As Benson traveled across the Detroit area -- visiting polling places, checking on voting lines, passing out "I voted" stickers and chocolate chip cookies, thanking election clerks and volunteer poll watchers, rapping with DJs at the polls, joining line dances of women on the sidewalk outside an elementary school, preaching at churches about the historic meaning of the vote -- it all seemed like an exercise in joy.
Benson woke up at 5 o'clock on Election Day, ripped through nine consecutive television and radio interviews until 7:30, left for a six-mile run, sent her 8-year-old son off to school in his favorite Michigan werewolf "I Voted" T-shirt, and soon enough was on the road.
At every polling place she visited -- during early voting and on Election Day -- Benson moved through an atmosphere that evoked steadiness and normality, equal parts fun and grinding work. She took comfort in the mundane reality of the election process as a counterpoint to years of darkness and conspiratorial thinking among those who trumpeted false fraud claims to deny Trump's 2020 defeat.

Benson walks with Patricia H. Johnson, River Rouge city clerk, at the city hall in River Rouge, Michigan. (Nic Antaya dor The Washington Post)



Johnson gives Benson a tour of a polling location on Nov. 3 in River Rouge. (Nic Antaya for The Washington Post)


Her first Election Day stop was an appearance at the Louis Pasteur Elementary School, near her house in Detroit's Sherwood Forest neighborhood. Women were dancing on the sidewalk, and inside she noticed more citizens waiting to vote in precincts 199 and 201 than she had ever seen before. The energy thrilled her. A promising omen, she thought.
From there, Benson went on to Detroit's Northwest Activities Center, where Motown hits boomed on outdoor loudspeakers and the Rev. Steven Bland Jr. waited to greet her. Bland wore a shirt that identified him as a poll chaplain, the leader of a group of 173 peacekeeper ministers who had stationed themselves at election centers across the state to keep the atmosphere serene. "Ain't nobody going to mess with this site," he said with a broad smile.
At a chair against the wall of the polling place entrance sat Rudy Yuckov, who had driven in from the suburbs to serve as the Republican poll challenger. He expressed bitterness about where election officials had placed him, complaining that he was too far from the action to see whether voters were perpetrating fraud. He said he felt "handcuffed." He worried that someone might come in and try to vote five times at different precinct tables. He worried that the computer system might not work properly to catch irregularities.
Then, after declaring that "everything should be suspect," Yuckov acknowledged that "the registrars here are of good character and the computer system is operating without a hitch."
His comments fit a familiar pattern that Benson and other election clerks have noticed when dealing with election deniers -- sinister deeds always seemed to be happening at some other polling place, not among the election officials the challengers had been observing and gotten to know.
From her seat in the middle row of a dark Chevy Tahoe taking her from stop to stop, Benson started picking up only minor signs of trouble. A few of the tabulating machines in suburban Rochester had glitches and had to be replaced, causing a temporary delay but no lost votes. Reports from downriver in Wyandotte indicated that a handful of Trump supporters were yelling at voters approaching the polling place, but they stood beyond the mandatory hundred-yard barrier and did not get physical.
Later in the day, non-credible bomb threats were called in to Michigan polling locations in four counties, part of a pattern that also affected locations in Arizona and Georgia. Federal officials said the threats, which they connected to Russia, had not prevented anyone from voting or having their ballots counted. But they were a reminder of the wide-ranging forces that Benson was up against.

Benson sits in on at Burning Bush International Ministries in Westland, Michigan on Nov. 3. (Nic Antaya for The Washington Post)


Benson, who turned 47 last month, ranks among a triumvirate of Democratic women leaders in the state, including Gretchen Whitmer, the governor, and Dana Nessel, the attorney general. It is no secret that she has her eyes on larger things. "Will you announce for governor Wednesday morning?" one local reporter asked her on Election Day. She is not shy about publicity. But at least for now, the nonpartisan responsibilities of her job match her passions.
In a state known for cars and politics, her domain as secretary of state encompasses both, overseeing motor vehicles and elections. But while most of the department's 1,500 employees work at the DMV, the vast majority of her time during election years -- 80 percent of it this fall, she estimated -- was devoted to the voting process.
She runs her office from the 14th floor of the state office building at Cadillac Place in Detroit with a mission to educate the public on the mechanics of voting, make the process as accessible as possible and illuminate its vital place in the American story. She is a preacher in the secular religion of one person, one vote, spreading the gospel to the local press, on national television, on social media, at parks and neighborhood gyms, in mayor's offices and town halls and early-voting centers. Voting, she says, is "really the only promise we have of equality in this country, the idea that on Election Day every voice counts as much as any other."
On the final Sunday before the election, she visited three traditionally African American churches to preach on the meaning of the vote. When she walked into the Living Waters Church in Redford Charter Township, the little chapel was rocking with a boisterously soulful choir backed by drums and organs as the words "I will not be silent" ran across a screen behind them.
Benson, who grew up in Pittsburgh as the daughter of two special-education teachers, was in her element, drawing on a subject that has possessed her since she ventured south from Wellesley College during a spring break in the mid-1990s to learn more about the civil rights movement and the effort to turn the promise of voting equality into a reality.

Mia Page, 27, of Farmington Hills, holds her son's hand at Burning Bush International Ministries in Westland, Michigan. (Nic Antaya for The Washington Post)



Benson speaks at Living Waters Church in Redford, Michigan, on Nov. 3. (Nic Antaya for The Washington Post)


It was then, Benson told the Living Waters worshipers, that she became "instilled with this great sense of recognition and inspiration from the folks who stood at the foot of the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma 60 years ago" and were beaten in the march for voting rights.
"That struggle is not over," she said.
The motivation for her first trip sprang from what might seem like an unlikely source -- the verdict in the O.J. Simpson murder trial in October 1995, when Benson was a freshman at Wellesley, and campus reaction was polarized based on race.
Benson and some classmates formed a group searching for common ground, and through those discussions she realized how little she knew about the civil rights movement. So she planned a trip to Alabama. While in Montgomery, she visited the offices of the Southern Poverty Law Center, where she learned about the less prominent figures in the movement, many of whom had sacrificed and lost their lives in the cause of voting rights.
She was especially moved by the story of Viola Liuzzo, a Detroit woman who had been fatally shot in late March 1965 by Klansmen while she was driving fellow civil rights activists between Selma and Montgomery.
Benson carried her memory with her throughout her drive to the election finish line, a final push that had begun the weekend before the vote on the Detroit riverfront near the Aretha Franklin Amphitheater, where a few hundred people, most of them of Mexican heritage, celebrated the Dia de los Muertos, an observance honoring ancestors.
Benson arrived in a vintage black dress she had found on Etsy with the message "vote" in white letters on front and back. Voting was another way to honor the sacrifices of those who came before us, she told the crowd. Then she went inside and placed a folded note and picture into a glass recuerdame jar. The photograph was of Liuzzo.

Benson is interviewed outside a rally at Warren Eats in Warren, Michigan. (Nic Antaya for The Washington Post)


There was a time when the secretary of state's role seemed largely perfunctory, a dutiful bureaucracy far from the combative juice of politics. But not in the swing state of Michigan during a turbulent era when Trump and his allies foisted false claims about election fraud into the center of the political wars. Michigan, with its 15 crucial electoral college votes, stood as the middle guard in the "blue wall" between Pennsylvania and Wisconsin, and Benson as the state's top election office, became a favorite target of MAGA forces.
Four years ago, Trump denounced her as a "rogue secretary of state" when she sent absentee ballots to all registered voters to ease the voting process during the pandemic. One night in early December 2020, a month before violent insurrectionists stormed the U.S. Capitol, armed protesters gathered outside her brick colonial house and chanted "stop the steal" while she and her then-4-year-old son huddled in a back bathroom. As she waited for the police to arrive, which took an agonizing 45 minutes, she reached the conclusion that the mob was not protesting her, but rather "they were mad about the will of the voters."
The threats against her only increased this year. A Republican state senator, without delineating her alleged crimes, said she would be among the Democratic officials imprisoned when Trump won. In late October, Elon Musk, Trump's billionaire backer, posted false claims about possible voting list irregularities in Michigan and publicly identified "Jocelyn Michelle Benson" as the supposed culprit to millions of followers on X.
"It's exhausting, this constant state of anxiety and feeling threatened," she said. To help her deal with that stress, she has turned to sympathetic fellow secretaries of state, especially Cisco Aguilar of Nevada and Al Schmidt of Pennsylvania. "I know if I'm struggling, they're struggling, too," she said.
When Musk attacked her on X, she talked about it at breakfast with her family. Her husband turned the discussion into a life lesson for their son. "Your mother didn't bow to the richest man in the world," he said. "She pushed back. When he tried to attack, she stood up to him."

Benson drives to her next stop in Detroit on Nov. 3. (Nic Antaya for The Washington Post)



Benson speaks during a voting event at Wayne State University in Detroit. (Nic Antaya for The Washington Post)


On election night, everything seemed upside down, and by the next morning the irony would be thick. Americans had used those hard-won voting rights -- the rights Liuzzo died for, the issue Benson had devoted her career to -- to help put Trump back in the White House, elevating a man who had promised to be a dictator on Day 1, who had been called "fascist to the core" by a four-star general. Michigan's staunch champion of democracy had been outdone by a man who had, in her view, never much cared for it.
The next day, news organizations called Michigan for Trump. As she tried to absorb the totality of Trump's victory and its meaning, she came to a few conclusions. Her mission would not change, only become more intense. She had already been a target of the once and future president. She was ready to be one again, if it came to that.
"Democracy has never risen or fallen based on the actions of any one leader," she said. "It's always thrived only when the American people demand that it does."
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The era of speaking power to truth
Trump obviously doesn't need a phalanx of voices online and on TV to spread false claims. But his campaign and his victory awarded those voices much more power.
By Philip Bump | 2024-11-07

Elon Musk speaks at a Trump campaign rally at Madison Square Garden in New York on Oct. 27. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


If you listen to Robert F. Kennedy Jr. talk about the threat President Joe Biden poses to democracy, he will often point to the Biden administration's efforts to censor him. Specifically, he says, the government asked then-Twitter to remove a January 2021 post in which Kennedy falsely suggested that baseball great Hank Aaron might have died because he had gotten a coronavirus vaccine.
This was just as the vaccines were being rolled out and as thousands of people were dying from the virus every week. Kennedy had no reason to think that Aaron's death was linked to the vaccination beyond that Kennedy has repeatedly rejected evidence about the safety of vaccines in favor of building power through amplifying people's fears about them. So, as part of its efforts to promote vaccination (and prevent thousands of deaths), someone working in the administration flagged Kennedy's tweet as Twitter sought to tamp down on misinformation.
The punchline to Kennedy's story about the danger of censorship, incidentally, is that the tweet was never taken down.
But that's in part what makes it a useful story. Kennedy built an entire worldview around this incident, one that led him to endorse Donald Trump's presidential campaign. And it was based on an incident in which a social media platform considered blocking a baseless claim but didn't.
This worked as a political pitch in part because the right is obviously skeptical of Biden. But it also worked because the right was already engaged in an energetic and ultimately successful fight against efforts by social media companies to tamp down on misinformation. New limits placed by Twitter and Facebook on abuse and lies triggered a backlash among conservatives and right-wing voices who had seen their content removed. It was framed as political, both earnestly by some users and cynically by people who recognized that limiting misinformation was inconvenient. Sometimes the moderation was a mistake, but those mistakes simply became evidence of unreliability.
No one was really pushing in the other direction -- who's rising to Facebook's defense with that level of fervor? -- so the companies capitulated. Or, in Twitter's case, got out of the game. When Elon Musk offered to buy the company (in part because of the narrative about the right being censored), its leadership held him to the commitment and bailed.
There were already information sources willing to share false or baseless information, of course. There was a galaxy of websites for people to look at and an entire cable-news channel dedicated to the political right. But the new conduits of information were social media companies that came to believe that they had a responsibility not to allow dangerous false or baseless information to spread. So Musk and his allies relieved them of that responsibility.
That all of this happened in the era of Donald Trump is not a coincidence. Trump demonstrated that there was enormous value in simply lying about things, that you could build political and social power by shamelessly telling people what they wanted to hear. He was a salesman by training and not a particularly scrupulous one. You can see why this would appeal to others who wanted to sell things to Americans.
Last month, The Washington Post conducted a poll in presidential swing states. Among the questions we asked was one in which people identified their main sources of news about politics. There was a correlation between the level of support those swing-state voters had for Trump and the extent that they relied on information sources where false or baseless claims were common.




Those voters also had the least trust in news organizations. That's because their sources of information, invested in sharing false or baseless claims, worked to undermine confidence in news organizations that are institutionally committed to objectivity and accuracy. Destroy the truth-tellers and no one will point out your lies. It has been remarkably effective.
As with the social media companies, one tactic used against traditional or legacy media is pointing out their occasional mistakes. Rather than recognizing self-correction as a mark of integrity, it is used to suggest that none of what they (we) do is reliable. Since Trump and his ideologically aligned news sources so rarely self-correct, there are no similar catalysts for viewing them as fallible.
All of this is best understood through the lens of power. Kennedy wanted the power to amplify his anti-vaccine rhetoric. Musk wanted the power to shape how the world viewed him. Trump wanted the power of the White House. It has traditionally been the role of media to hold power to account by sharing truths that the powerful would prefer be kept hidden -- speaking truth to power.
The pattern in recent years has been inverted: speaking power to truth. Buying Twitter to ensure that false claims and misinformation can continue to spread. Leveraging political power to pressure media platforms or to threaten media outlets. Using the weight of a bank account to muffle or sideline dissent. So much of it is in service to the idea that the individual knows as much as anyone else, so that those individuals can be guided toward the desired outcome.
All of it has been enormously successful. Empowered by this deployment of power, the conversational bubble that has long existed on the right has swollen in size. It's hard to see reality without having to peer at it through the bubble. It's hard to know how the trend might be reversed.
Donald Trump will be the next president. He will apparently be joined in Washington by Elon Musk, a government contractor who will be assigned the task of figuring out where the government should spend its money. He will also be joined by Kennedy, a purveyor of health misinformation who will be tasked with protecting public health. They will bring their power and do as they see fit with the truth.
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With a meteoric rise, transgender lawmaker to make history in Congress 
Delaware state legislator Sarah McBride won her momentous bid for the U.S. House this week, declaring, "Our democracy is big enough for all of us."
By Emily Wax-Thibodeaux | 2024-11-07

Sarah McBride arrives to vote Tuesday at a church in Wilmington, Delaware. (Pamela Smith/AP)


WILMINGTON, Del. -- The tiny state of Delaware made history Tuesday night as a buoyant candidate in a cobalt-blue dress took the stage here, claiming the victory that will make her the first transgender member of Congress.
"Our democracy is big enough for all of us," exulted Democrat Sarah McBride, a 34-year-old state senator whose meteoric political rise marks an extraordinary moment for the country's trans community.
It's also a rare high point, given the escalating violence that people such as McBride have faced across the country and the efforts by many legislatures -- though not her own -- to limit their rights. Last year, Reuters reported, lawmakers in 37 states introduced at least 142 bills to restrict gender-affirming health care for transgender individuals, nearly three times as many as the previous year.
In Congress, Republicans have pushed anti-trans bills for years. And during the final month of the 2024 presidential campaign, the GOP spent tens of millions of dollars on anti-trans ads.
"The fact that the candidacy of someone like me is even possible ... is a testament to Delawareans," McBride said Tuesday.
She spoke to a crowd of jubilant supporters packing an election watch party for Democrats in the Chase Center in downtown Wilmington. Not surprisingly, attendees included members of several national LGBTQ organizations, which hope her presence in the nation's capital can help change minds.
"Sarah McBride is a devoted public servant, a bulldog for her constituents and someone who represents the interests of everyone she serves," said Kelley Robinson, president of the Human Rights Campaign, for which McBride was once national spokesperson.

McBride greets supporters in Wilmington on Election Day. (Pamela Smith/AP)


Though barely a decade past her college days at American University in Washington, McBride already has run in and won three elections. Yet her first big moment in the national spotlight was in 2016, when she became the first openly trans person to speak at the Democratic National Convention. She shared a bit of her background, remembering how scared she was when she came out as trans in college -- while serving as student body president.
"Since then, I have seen that change is possible," she told delegates. 
"But despite our progress, so much work remains," she continued. "Will we be a nation where there's only one way to love, only one way to look and only one way to live? Or will we be a nation where everyone has the freedom to live openly and equally; a nation that's stronger together?"
Her triumph Tuesday is one answer, with Josie Caballero of the nonprofit group Advocates for Trans Equality describing it as "a moment of profound significance" and "a testament to the resilience, power and bravery of the trans community."
McBride handily defeated Republican John Whalen III, a former Delaware State Police officer. The relatively unknown Whalen, 70, had campaigned on stopping illegal immigration and reducing federal debt. McBride, by contrast, pledged to focus on making child care, housing and health care more affordable.
That would build on her efforts during two terms in the state Senate, where she championed the landmark Healthy Delaware Families Act. The bill, the largest expansion of Delaware's social safety net in decades, provided paid family and medical leave to workers. The leave issue was personal to her, she said. Her husband died of cancer just days after they had married, and she wanted to ensure that other people with a seriously ill partner would be able to take time off to care for them.
She also supported measures expanding access to health care, requiring mental health and media literacy education in public schools, promoting green technologies and preventing lead poisoning in youths -- work applauded by New Castle County Executive Matt Meyer, the state's next governor. This week he praised McBride's "rigor," calling her an "extraordinary" lawmaker who was able to dig through state budgets and find the funding needed to expand Medicaid.

McBride's campaign office is decorated with posters supporting reproductive and LGBTQ rights. (Rachel Wisniewski/Reuters)


Her prominence in the legislature was not always easy personally. In June 2023, the same week she announced her bid for Congress, she also sponsored legislation to keep a person's sexual orientation from being used against them in court to prove a crime. Security on the Senate floor was increased during the debate because of concerns for her safety.
"I spoke about the violence that many LGBTQ people live with, and then I paused and waited for Republican colleagues to say it wasn't an issue," McBride recounted Tuesday. Yet something different happened.
"Every single Republican in that chamber stood up and declared they would vote for the bill," she said. "The security on the floor reinforced the realness of the issue."
On the afternoon of Election Day, McBride mingled with supporters in a leafy neighborhood of Wilmington. Everyone understood the magnitude of what she was aiming to achieve, and the mood felt like a flashback to the massive Women's March on Washington after Donald Trump was first elected president in 2016. Lawn signs on the block read, "Grab them by the ballot."
"People have seen that I have a track record of rolling up my sleeves, digging into the details, bringing Democrats and Republicans together," she said later. "That's what I've been campaigning on. I'm not running on my identity."
Her focus would be not only to block anti-trans attacks but also to "create change by being a damn good congresswoman," she said. "We know the divisions and nastiness that we too often see in our national politics must not be and do not have to be our new normal."
Once the polls closed in Delaware, it became a night of firsts for the state. U.S. Rep. Lisa Blunt Rochester (D) won her race for the U.S. Senate, setting her up to become the first woman and first Black person to represent Delaware in that chamber.

McBride and Rep. Lisa Blunt Rochester embrace at an election watch party in Wilmington. (Pamela Smith/AP)


At the Democrats' party, there was expectant enthusiasm along with stomach-churning worry. A 15-year-old and his mother were among those tracking the vote tallies that began appearing on the room's giant television screens, showing Trump -- whose presidential campaign had run many of those attack ads on the transgender community -- capturing state after state.
The teen said he was proud to have McBride represent him and Delaware but "really scared what the future will bring."
His mother, who like her son spoke on the condition of anonymity because of concerns for his privacy, echoed that fear. "Will gay people still be able to be married? Will there be violence against gay people?" she asked, tears in her eyes. "This is not something we thought he would have to worry about."
Still, the room erupted in celebration when McBride's race was called. A large contingent of family members would eventually join her onstage.
For all the electricity in the air, she was calm and composed as she began speaking.
"Tonight is a testament to Delawareans that here in our state of neighbors, we judge candidates based on their ideas and not their identities," McBride said in her nod to the history she was making.
She then turned to a simple truth, as she put it, "that hope as an emotion, hope as a phenomenon, only makes sense in the face of hardship. ... While at this moment in America's history, hope sometimes feels hard to come by, we must never forget that we are the beneficiaries of seemingly impossible change."
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Trump's return may help oil and Elon Musk. Retail and unions, not so much.  
When Donald Trump assumes the presidency in January, he will have a chance to implement an economic vision that could change things for many businesses.
By Julian  Mark | 2024-11-07

A Shell plant in Monaca, Pennsylvania. Fossil fuel companies could benefit when Donald Trump returns to the presidency. (Jeff Swensen for The Washington Post) 


When Donald Trump assumes the presidency in January, he will have a chance to implement an economic vision that includes corporate tax cuts, sweeping tariffs on foreign goods and a wave of deregulation. If the second Trump administration follows through on his campaign ideas, these could be the business world's winners and losers:
Trump is expected to immediately pull out of the  2015 Paris climate agreement, which aims to dramatically cut global emissions. In an April meeting with oil executives, he also pledged to end a Biden administration freeze on permits for new liquefied natural gas experts, and said he would auction more leases for oil drilling in the Gulf of Mexico and lift restrictions on drilling in the Alaskan Arctic.
Having donated millions to Trump's campaign, oil companies cheered his victory, saying that "energy was on the ballot" and framing the election result as a mandate for fewer restrictions on the fossil fuel industry.
Crypto companies and investors rallied behind Trump, giving generously to his campaign in the hope that he would reverse the Biden administration's aggressive crackdown. In response, Trump has told supporters that he'd turn the United States into the "crypto capital of the planet" and would adopt proposals written by industry supporters.
Trump also stands to gain personally: In September, he and his two older sons announced their own cryptocurrency venture, World Liberty Financial -- a platform that will allow investors to trade, borrow and lend the digital currencies. The price of bitcoin soared Wednesday to about $75,000 per coin, a 9 percent increase on the day.
Trump's social media platform, Truth Social, is also in a position to win big. He launched the platform and its holding company, Trump Media & Technology Group, after he was suspended from Twitter (now called X) following the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol; he later took the company public in March. As of August, Trump owned nearly 115 million shares of the company, or more than 56 percent.
Trump used the social media platform as one of his primary megaphones during the election, and he will probably continue using it into his presidency as he used Twitter during his last term -- which could help the platform's visibility.
On Wednesday, shares of Trump Media & Technology closed at nearly $36 per share, up nearly 6 percent.
Trump and a Republican-controlled Congress have indicated they'll move swiftly to cut taxes on businesses.
Trump's 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act slashed the corporate rate from 35 percent to 21 percent. He campaigned this cycle on cutting the rate further to 15 percent and reinstating many corporate tax write-offs that were capped in 2017 to reduce the cost of that law. Some of his advisers have suggested that a Trump administration could limit the corporate rate cuts to domestic manufacturers, although they did not provide details about which companies would be eligible.
The CEO of Tesla and Space X threw his support behind Trump in July, becoming one of his most visible backers and spending at least $118 million of his own money to get Trump elected. Trump has discussed an advisory role for Musk, such as leading a government office focused on making large-scale cuts to federal spending.
Many of Musk's companies do extensive business with the federal government -- especially SpaceX, whose operations are heavily intertwined with NASA -- and they stand to gain from new federal contracts. Musk's other companies, such as electric vehicle maker Tesla and brain-implant company Neuralink, are seeking regulatory approvals on autonomous vehicles and medical devices, respectively.
Shares of Tesla rose more than 14 percent Wednesday on the election results, though it remains to be seen how Tesla will fare, given Trump's previously stated opposition to electric vehicles. Musk also owns the social media company X, formerly Twitter, which competes with Trump's social media platform, Truth Social.
Trump has vowed to impose the heaviest tariffs on foreign products since the 1930s, including a 60 percent levy on Chinese products and 10 to 20 percent taxes on all other foreign imports. That means companies that rely on foreign suppliers will be faced with the choice of taking a large hit to profits or passing the cost onto consumers, retail analyst Neil Saunders wrote in a Wednesday note to investors.
In anticipation of tariffs, companies -- including producers of clothing, auto parts and other hardware -- have said publicly that they're preparing to raise prices.
A Trump presidency will probably mean the unwinding of numerous policies enacted under President Joe Biden aimed at strengthening labor unions. Though Trump has not publicly talked about how he'd handle most labor issues, his administration will probably seek to reverse Biden administration policies that made it easier for gig workers, janitors and other independent contractors to qualify as union-eligible employees. He may also seek to undo a landmark 2023 ruling that forces employers to recognize unions if those companies used illegal tactics to fight labor organizing attempts.
One union, the International Brotherhood of Teamsters, has made inroads with the GOP; union president Sean O'Brien spoke at the Republican National Convention in July and the union ended its string of backing Democratic presidential candidates by declining to make any endorsement this year. People close to Trump's transition team have said Teamsters leaders would be likely to wield influence over appointments and labor policy.
Trump has told oil executives that he would scrap some of the Biden administration's most ambitious rules aimed at ramping up the sale of EVs while cutting carbon emissions from gas-powered models. Such moves would represent a major rollback of Biden policies that incentivized the auto industry to ramp up production.
Other than Tesla, shares of domestic EV specialists fell 5 percent or more Wednesday, including Lucid Group, Nio and Rivian Automotive.
Tony Romm, Josh Dawsey, Maxine Joselow, Evan Halper, Lauren Kaori Gurley, David J. Lynch, Jacob Bogage, Elizabeth Dwoskin and Jaclyn Peiser contributed to this report.
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2024 turnout is near the 2020 record. See how each state compares.
Votes are still being counted in some states, but those tabulated so far and expected totals show a range of turnout across states.
By Luis Melgar, Alyssa Fowers, Dan Keating | 2024-11-07
Voter turnout in this year's presidential election is expected to be close to the record high set in 2020, according to a Washington Post analysis of data from the Associated Press and the University of Florida Election Lab.
Votes are still being counted in some states, but those tabulated so far and expected totals show a range of turnout across states. This story will be updated periodically as more ballots are tallied.
Records set since 1980 are expected to be surpassed in ten states. (State-level data from earlier than 1980 was not available).
Multiple battleground states are on track to break records. Participation in Wisconsin was a percentage point higher than the high mark set in 2004, when 3 in 4 eligible voters cast their ballots.
In several states, strong early voting, including mail and early in-person voting, set the stage for high overall turnout. Michigan saw more early voting this year than in 2020, when concerns about the coronavirus pandemic pushed many states to loosen requirements for mail voting. Many other states came very close to their 2020 early-voting totals.
While turnout in this election won't surpass the record reached in 2020, it will be the second-highest in the past century, above other modern high marks, including in 2008, when Barack Obama defeated John McCain and 1960, when John F. Kennedy defeated Richard M. Nixon.
Turnout rates are calculated by dividing the number of votes for the presidency by the voting-eligible population. The 2024 vote count is from the Associated Press in states where more than 97 percent of the expected vote has been counted. In states where less than 97 percent of the vote has been counted, expected vote totals, also provided by the Associated Press, were used. Certified 2020 vote counts are from Dave Leip's Atlas of U.S. Presidential Elections. Voting-eligible population and vote counts from previous years are from the University of Florida Election Lab.
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What Trump has promised to do on 'day one' as president
Trump has made 41 distinct promises for his first day in office, including mass deportations and banning transgender women from sports.
By Derek Hawkins, Clara Ence Morse, Eric Lau | 2024-11-07
Donald Trump has a long list of executive actions he says he wants to carry out on his potential first day back in the White House. Among them: Begin mass deportations, eliminate perks for electric vehicles and ban transgender women from women's sports.
Trump has made 41 distinct promises about what he says he wants to do "on day one" as president, and he has mentioned those promises more than 200 times on the campaign trail, according to a Washington Post analysis of his speeches from his campaign launch in Nov. 2022 to Sept. 2024.
While presidential candidates often trumpet their plans for their first day in the White House, Trump has leaned especially hard on this rhetorical device when he's behind the teleprompters. His proposals often envision stretching the powers of the Oval Office beyond how previous presidents -- including Trump himself -- have invoked them.
Many of Trump's promises fall outside the scope of a president's authority under the Constitution, according to legal experts. Even some of those that are within his purview would face legal or logistical challenges that would make them all but impossible to carry out on a short timeline.
But Trump has tried to bulldoze past such constraints before, and he may try again in a potential second term. Pressed late last year to promise not to abuse power if he were to return to the White House, Trump said that he would not be a dictator "except for Day One," vowing to close the southern border and expand oil drilling.
"A lot but not all of what Trump says he wants to do on day one is going to be illegal or impractical," said Steve Vladeck, a constitutional law expert at Georgetown University Law Center and a critic of how Trump has wielded executive power. "But even the illegal stuff might go into effect for some time, and he might actually succeed in pushing the law in his direction."
Trump made sweeping promises in his 2016 campaign, too. On his first day in the White House, he signed a largely symbolic order kicking off his attempts to dismantle the Affordable Care Act and ordered a freeze on all pending government regulations until his administration could review them. He also nixed a plan to reduce fees on certain federal mortgages. Soon after, he rolled out more-aggressive policies, such as his restrictions on travel from countries with substantial Muslim populations.
Karoline Leavitt, a spokeswoman for the Trump campaign, said in a statement that Trump "delivered on his first term promises to build the wall, rebuild the economy, and make America respected again on the world stage -- and he will deliver on his promises in a second term as well."
Trump centered his 2016 campaign on anti-immigrant rhetoric, and he is doing so again this year. He has made more unique day-one promises related to this topic than any other, according to The Post's analysis.
The two promises he brings up most often -- "begin the largest deportation operation in American history" and "eliminate every open borders policy of the Biden administration" -- signal a harsh crackdown on immigration but offer few details on what specific actions he'd take in the White House.
Presidents have broad power to shape immigration policies under the Constitution and federal immigration law, so the fact Trump is making broad promises on this issue isn't surprising, especially given its importance to voters.
But presidents must adhere to constitutional protections such as due process when enacting immigration policies. His promise to conduct mass deportations would face legal challenges on this front, as well as logistical hurdles that would make an immediate large-scale deportation infeasible. Advocates have also condemned the plan as inhumane.
Another day-one promise Trump has made on immigration is to end birthright citizenship, a bedrock principle of American civil rights enshrined in the 14th Amendment. Experts broadly agree that such a move would require a constitutional amendment proposed by Congress and ratified by three-fourths of the states.
And even if Trump attempted to eliminate birthright citizenship for certain groups through executive actions -- by directing states not to issue birth certificates, for example -- it would probably be immediately halted in court, said Omar Jadwat, director of the ACLU Immigrants' Rights Project.
"There are a bunch of ways you could try it," Jadwat said, "but it's impossible to imagine any court allowing something so blatantly unconstitutional to happen."
Trump has more leeway when it comes to rolling back executive actions on immigration, such as Biden's protections for the undocumented immigrant spouses of U.S. citizens. Even there, however, his decisions would have to comply with federal administrative law, which sets forth requirements for changing government regulations.
Trump has stumbled here before. He tried twice as president to dismantle the Obama administration's program protecting undocumented immigrants brought to the United States as children but was blocked by the Supreme Court.
In 2023, as a national debate over the teaching of race and gender heated up, Trump began making two distinct day-one promises about education in his rally speeches.
On at least 45 occasions he has threatened to cut federal funding for schools that allow discussions about race, gender or sexual orientation that he objects to. Similarly, he has said 37 times that he'll cut funding for schools that have vaccine or mask mandates. Trump staked out his opposition to these public health requirements during the coronavirus pandemic and has clung to this line even as school districts have eased or entirely erased pandemic rules.
Neither promise is actionable for Trump, however; he would need congressional approval to cut funding because there are no such conditions on federal education funding in current law.
Trump has promised 31 times to repeal what he describes as Biden's "electric vehicle mandate." Biden hasn't issued any specific "mandate" on electric vehicles, but the phrase has become a buzzword among Republicans, generally referring to the Biden administration's fuel emissions standards and a set of incentives -- some of them approved by Congress -- to promote electric-vehicle production.
Trump has also said nine times that he will "repeal the Green New Deal." The term "Green New Deal" originated in a 2019 climate change resolution proposed by liberal congressional Democrats. Republicans have since used it to refer to the environmental components of the Inflation Reduction Act and other environmental policies they disagree with.
None of these policies can be repealed unilaterally on day one by Trump because they either involve legislation passed by Congress or agency rulemaking that would be subject to litigation if Trump tried to revoke them.
In addition to his threats to cut school funding over discussions of gender identity, Trump has vowed on day one to enact policies that would affect the personal lives of transgender Americans.
His most frequent promise on this front is to ban transgender women from participating in women's sports -- a remark he has made 18 times. He has also proposed a national ban on gender-affirming surgeries for minors, which he calls "child sexual mutilation." Trump could attempt to chip away at these goals through executive actions, but, as with other promises, these aren't policies a president can enact unilaterally, and he would probably be immediately challenged in court.
Other day-one proposals from Trump are more of a grab bag, spanning a range of topics and receiving mostly passing mention in his speeches.
He has vowed to repeal three of Biden's executive orders on his first day -- one related to the growth of AI, one expanding background checks for gun purchases, and one promoting diversity, equity and inclusion in the federal workforce. Here, he could make some immediate change. Presidents aren't bound by their predecessors' executive orders, so it's likely that he could start unraveling these quickly.
"That's just about the easiest thing a president can do on his first day," said Vladeck, of Georgetown Law. "The lowest-hanging fruit is revoking executive orders."
Trump has also floated more than a dozen other day-one promises including veterans' issues and Justice Department prosecutions. He has made at least seven day-one remarks related to easing various fishing commercial regulations, and three references to eliminating taxes on tips, a proposal both he and Vice President Kamala Harris brought up on the campaign trail.
Methodology
The Post compiled a database of Trump's speeches from his campaign launch on Nov. 15, 2022, through Sept. 10, 2024, from his Rumble live stream history. The Post extracted every reference he made to "day one" or "first day" and determined which topics were mentioned, and which distinct promises, if any, were made. For curating distinct promises only references to Trump's potential first day in office in 2025 were included.
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Still unknown in 2024 election: Who won the House? Who won the popular vote?
A handful of undecided House races will determine whether Republicans take full control of Congress. It is too soon to confirm that Trump won the popular vote.
By Leo Sands | 2024-11-07

At the White House the day after the election. (Maansi Srivastava for The Washington Post)


We know a lot about the future of Washington's power centers after Election Day: President-elect Donald Trump is preparing to return to the White House after a decisive victory over Vice President Kamala Harris, who conceded the race Wednesday. Republicans regained control of the Senate.
When will we know who controls the House? Votes are still being counted in many precincts, particularly in the West. So it's unclear whether Republicans managed to defend their narrow majority. Flipping the House is the only chance Democrats have of blocking full Republican control over the White House and Congress.
Here are some key unanswered questions about the 2024 election.
It could be days (or even weeks) before that's clear. Results in more than 20 key House districts that are considered competitive are pending. Democrats need to flip four net seats to win control of the chamber.
If Republicans succeed in defending their House majority, one of the narrowest in decades, Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) has promised to launch "the most aggressive 100-day agenda of the modern era."
Democrats' chances at a majority run through California, where ballots are still being counted in swing districts. Some of the key undeclared House races to watch:
California 45th District: President Joe Biden won this Republican-held Orange County district by six points in 2020, making it a top target for Democrats. Rep. Michelle Steel (R) is leading against Democratic challenger Derek Tran.
California 47th District: Democrats were favored in this open seat to replace Rep. Katie Porter (D), who unsuccessfully ran for Senate. Republican Scott Baugh is narrowly ahead.
Maryland 6th District: Republican Neil Parrott and Democrat April McClain Delaney are neck-and-neck in this tight race, with thousands of votes yet to be counted. Democrats flipped this district, stretching east from Cumberland to more urban Montgomery County, in 2012.
Oregon 5th District: Janelle Bynum (D) is leading in her bid to unseat Rep. Lori Chavez-DeRemer (R) in this district, which includes corners of Portland, Eugene and Bend. About a quarter of votes were still to be counted early Thursday.
Alaska at-large House seat: Republican Nick Begich is leading in his bid to defeat incumbent Rep. Mary Peltola (D), according to the tally Thursday morning.
Up-to-date results for other competitive races that are yet to be called are on The Washington Post's dedicated live dashboard for House results.
Although Trump is on pace to win the national popular vote, it will depend on Harris's final margin in California, where many votes are yet to be counted. Early Thursday, more than 40 percent of votes in the nation's most populous state were yet to be counted.
In his speech early Wednesday, Trump claimed to have won the popular vote. "Very nice," he said. "I will tell you, it's a great, a great feeling of love."
Despite winning the electoral college in 2016, Trump lost the popular vote to Democrat Hillary Clinton.
If Trump were to win the 2024 popular vote, he would become the first Republican to do so in 20 years -- since President George W. Bush.
While Republicans won enough Senate races to secure a majority in the 100-person chamber, there are a handful of outstanding races that will determine the margin.
Arizona: Rep. Ruben Gallego (D) is leading Kari Lake (R) in the race to replace retiring Sen. Kyrsten Sinema (I).
Nevada: Sen. Jacky Rosen (D) faces Sam Brown (R) in a tight race in the swing state.
Pennsylvania: Businessman David McCormick (R) is leading in his bid to unseat Sen. Bob Casey (D), who was seeking a fourth term.
Trump has won at least five of the swing states, giving him a decisive majority in the electoral college. So far, he has secured 295 electoral college votes and Harris 226. However, it is still too soon to declare the winner in two swing states: Arizona and Nevada, which have 11 and 6 electoral college votes, respectively.  
Arizona: Trump is leading, although hundreds of thousands of votes remained to be counted early Thursday. There were worries that an unusually long ballot could further slow a counting process that took 10 days in 2020.
Nevada: Trump is leading, although tens of thousands of votes are yet to be counted. If he wins this state, which has a high concentration of Latino voters, he will be the first Republican presidential nominee to do so since 2004.
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Abortion access for 2 million women will be changing. Here's how. 
Ballot measures on abortion passed in seven states, further transforming the post-Roe landscape.
By Nick Kirkpatrick | 2024-11-07
Voters across seven states approved ballot measures to safeguard abortion rights through their state constitutions, a result that could soon bolster reproductive health care for more than 2 million American women.
All but three of the proposed measures aimed at preserving or expanding abortion access passed. Measures in Florida, Nebraska and South Dakota failed to garner the support needed to pass, marking the first time that voters in any state have rejected such initiatives since the Supreme Court's overturning of Roe v. Wade in June 2022.
Still, the message from both conservative and moderate states is that a majority of voters, regardless of party, do not support laws banning or significantly restricting the procedure.
Even with bans, the post-Roe era has changed the way many women obtain an abortion. The drugs mifepristone and misoprostol are now used for nearly two-thirds of all procedures, a figure that is expected to continue rising.
Here's what the nation's abortion landscape could look like, given the outcome of this week's elections.
The vote results in Missouri and Arizona set in motion changes that will affect more than 2 million women who soon will no longer live in a state that bans abortion.
Nationwide, more than 57 percent of women ages 15-44 live in a state where abortion is legal. That number is projected to rise to 61 percent after the abortion bans are overturned.
In Missouri, which enacted a near-total abortion ban in 2022, Amendment 3 will allow abortion providers to resume operations. Yet doing so will be a challenge.
In the two years before that ban was put in place, Missouri had a single abortion facility, a Planned Parenthood center in St. Louis. In 2020, virtually all Missourians who received abortions traveled out of state, according to an October report from #WeCount, a project at the Society of Family Planning.
"Missouri had some of the cruelest laws," says Emily Wales, president of Planned Parenthood Great Plains. It required a 72-hour waiting period between a counseling appointment and the abortion appointment, both with the same doctor. "If your doctor got sick or had car trouble in the morning, you had to start the 72 hours again," Wales said.
Once Amendment 3 takes effect, she said, Planned Parenthood plans to offer medication and surgical abortions in three of its Missouri locations -- Kansas City, Columbia and St. Louis -- to help women using public transportation or living in rural parts of the state.
In Arizona, where abortion has been banned after the 15th week of pregnancy, Proposition 139 will protect the right to abortion until fetal viability, at about 24 weeks, allowing women to seek an abortion much later in their pregnancy.
Advocates had hoped for passage of all 10 ballot measures, which would have expanded abortion access to more than 7 million women.
The biggest impact -- affecting more than 4 million women, by some estimates -- would have come with success in Florida. Before that state enacted a six-week ban in May, it was a destination for women seeking abortions from throughout the South. Last year, at least 8,000 patients from states with abortion bans traveled to Florida to end their pregnancies, according to the Guttmacher Institute's Monthly Abortion Provision Study.
The Washington Post asked Caitlin Myers, a professor of economics at Middlebury College, to model how driving distances would decrease for women in the South if the nearest abortion facility were again in Florida. The data showed that women in Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana Mississippi and South Carolina would travel 100 miles less on average to obtain an abortion.
With Florida's Amendment 4 falling short of the 60 percent voter support required, women in a place like Georgia's Decatur County, for example, will still be more than 470 miles from the closest facility in Asheville, North Carolina.
Voters in five states where abortion already was legal ensured future access through their ballot measures. In Colorado, Maryland, Montana, Nevada and New York, they strengthened abortion rights by enshrining legal protections in their state constitutions. Even if a state's politics were to change, courts will rely on the framework laid out by these new amendments.
In Colorado, Amendment 79 will increase abortion access for people who rely on Medicaid and government employees with health insurance through work. It will overturn a 1984 voter-passed amendment that barred state and local governments from funding abortion services.
Once a state amends its constitution to reflect the ballot measure passed there, the statutes banning or limiting abortion will each need to be repealed. Legislators who intervene to block that would surely prompt litigation, according to Elisabeth Smith, director of state policy and advocacy at the Center for Reproductive Rights.
"The language in all of the amendments is very strong," Smith said. "It would be nearly impossible for a state to prove in a court of law that a total ban or a six-week ban or even a 15-week ban would not violate any of these constitutional amendments."
Antiabortion groups say the ballot measures won't stop their efforts. "These ballot initiatives are vague and undefined," said Kristi Hamrick, vice president of media and policy at Students for Life, one of the largest national antiabortion groups. The vagueness, she added, opens the door for legislation more tightly regulating medication abortion -- such as requiring women to see a provider in person or comply with other criteria before they can acquire the two drugs involved.
In Arizona, a woman seeking an abortion is required to see a physician in person over two visits, with a mandatory 24-hour waiting period between appointments. In Missouri, the 72-hour waiting period will again take hold once the state's abortion ban is lifted. Additionally, abortion medication will need to be taken in a physician's presence.
"Enshrining fundamental rights to abortion and forbidding a state from infringing upon that right is the first step in removing unnecessary barriers to equitable care," noted Natalie Birnbaum, state legal and policy director at RHITES. "The ballot initiatives really pave the way."
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The Haitians of Springfield, a Trump campaign target, brace for his presidency
Donald Trump vowed to deport the Haitians of Springfield during his campaign. Many in the Ohio community are worried and praying after he won the presidency.
By Danielle Paquette | 2024-11-07

First-time voter Selena Greene watches election coverage at home. Greene cast her ballot for Kamala Harris. (Matthew Chasney for The Washington Post) 


SPRINGFIELD, Ohio -- This was the worst-case scenario for Yvena Jean Francois, but she willed herself to thank God.
That's what the Haitian immigrant did on her toughest days. That's what she did when one of her friends was shot and killed back home in Port-au-Prince. As a Christian, she said, she had to trust the Lord's plan.
"Even when it hurts," she said early Wednesday, right after opening her eyes to see that Donald Trump had easily won back the presidency.
And it stung. Trump had berated immigrants living in this predominantly White corner of southwest Ohio throughout his campaign. During the presidential debate, he'd regurgitated a debunked rumor that they were eating dogs and cats. Then he'd pledged to launch "the largest deportation in the history of our country," starting with the Haitians of Springfield.
Most are in the United States legally, city officials have reiterated. But they are not citizens, so they could not vote. Instead, the roughly 12,000 Haitians who live here headed to work or stayed home, many glued to election coverage, as their American neighbors cast ballots that could shape their fate.
They knew that some residents see them as a threat, despite city officials recruiting immigrants to help resuscitate a sagging economy. Some believed they'd taken jobs, crowded hospitals and drove dangerously. Others, though, had been unfailingly kind, stopping by Haitian support offices to donate clothing and electronics.

The polling station at Covenant United Methodist Church in Springfield, Ohio, in the last hours of voting. (Matthew Chasney for The Washington Post) 


Election results showed that Trump won Springfield, but by a narrow margin of less than 150 votes of the roughly 20,000 cast.
Francois, 39, had settled in the city three years ago. The driveway to the polling place near her duplex had been lined with Harris-Walz signs.
She'd worked as a television journalist in Haiti, documenting the country's harrowing gang takeover -- the kidnapping, rape and murder. Seeking safer ground, she fled to the United States and eventually found work at an Amazon warehouse. The $19-an-hour checks covered her rent and gradually funded her own podcast studio, from which she proudly broadcast U.S. news to listeners in her Caribbean nation.
Now she didn't know what to tell them.
"I don't know," she said, "if I can continue to pursue my dreams."
***
Throughout American history, plenty of leaders have bashed immigrants. But never before has a presidential candidate -- let alone a victorious one -- vowed to banish a specific group from a specific city.
Decades ago, Springfield's reputation glowed. Newsweek heralded it as the epitome of the "American dream" in a 1983 edition that depicted families washing fancy cars and enjoying the county fair. But the population dwindled as factories shuttered. Victorian mansions downtown crumbled. Young couples packed up.
City commissioners launched an effort to court immigrants in 2014, and by this year, the mayor estimates Springfield's population had climbed by about 25 percent, mainly because of Haitian newcomers.
By all accounts, though, the government has struggled to keep up with the growth. Irritation exploded into outrage in August 2023 when a Haitian driver without a valid license struck a school bus, injuring 23 children and killing an 11-year-old boy. Despite pleas from the boy's parents not to politicize his death, Trump joined conservative politicians and pundits in lambasting Haitians as proof of the Biden administration's immigration failings.
Viles Dorsainvil had been optimistic that the fury would dissipate. So optimistic that his organization -- the Haitian Community Help & Support Center -- had recently made an offer on a larger building for their growing community, the now-defunct Fire Station 8.
Sure, some council members had pushed back, asking why the red-brick property couldn't be converted into a homeless shelter. But Springfield ultimately authorized the sale. Soon, they'd host English classes and driving lessons there.
Yet the hostility raged on. He'd lost count of how many Haitians have reported harassment to his group -- like drivers unrolling their windows to yell, "Go home!" Over the weekend, one shaken young woman told him that she'd been walking down Selma Road to an employment agency when a truck skidded to a stop. A door flung open. The man inside yelled, "Get in!"
"Maybe an attempted kidnapping," Dorsainvil, 38, reckoned. He thought of his cousin back in Port-au-Prince. After she'd been abducted, he'd paid $500 for her release.

Viles Dorsainvil founded a local community center that has drawn the ire of some public officials. (Matthew Chasney for The Washington Post) 


As signs began pointing to a Trump comeback, Dorsainvil and his team consulted with immigration lawyers. Nobody could be deported overnight, they reasoned. Plus, Trump had sought and failed to revoke protections for Haitians back in 2018. (Temporary protected status benefits for Haitians aren't due to expire for another 14 months and three weeks.)
"This is still the land of law and order," Dorsainvil said.
Still, fearing unrest, his organization is locking down through Thursday.
***
Americans here are split. Some insist they aren't prejudiced -- that the government is to blame for failing to accommodate a population surge. The language barrier has vexed many, they said, and the "Make America Great Again" vitriol made some feel seen.
"As people started to move in, the city wasn't prepared," said Julie Spencer, 63, who was born and raised here, "and there lies the problem."
The retired trauma nurse voted for Trump, but she didn't believe that her candidate would actually deport the Haitians. He'd be more likely to launch a stronger vetting process, she thought, dismissing his vow to remove the city's foreigners as campaign talk.

Haitian immigrant and podcaster Yvena Jean Francois watches election coverage from her home studio. (Matthew Chasney for The Washington Post) 


Hours before the polls closed, two first-time voters emerged from Covenant United Methodist Church with "OhIo Voted" stickers on their T-shirts and conflicting hopes for their Haitian neighbors.
Selena Greene, 20, had labored at an Amazon warehouse with several of the immigrants. She loved that some could speak French, the other dominant language in Haiti.
"That was so cool to me -- I had no idea," said Greene, who has lived here on and off since eighth grade. "My dream vacation is Paris."
Haitians were her friends and across-the-street neighbors. She'd enjoyed learning about their culture. More impressive was their commitment to the job -- "The hardest workers," Greene said. She'd opted to support Vice President Kamala Harris, hoping they could stay.
Gage Jenkins, 18, voted for what he saw as a better path.
Trump, he trusted, would reduce the strain on Springfield's resources by guiding some of the immigrants elsewhere.
"Not deport them back to Haiti," the technology student at a career-training school clarified, "but help more evenly spread them across the country."
He'd just traveled an hour to take the exam for his driver's license, he said. The wait to book that test in Springfield had stretched five weeks long. Back in 2018, his sister had been able to schedule one with a couple days' notice.
"We're overwhelmed here," Jenkins said.
***
Across town Tuesday night at a Haitian eatery, the television on a pink wall was switched off. No election broadcasts here. Digging into a bowl of vegetable stew, Mia Perez said she needed a break, anyway.
The 33-year-old immigration attorney had been scrolling TikTok in bed -- "with a blanket over my head," she joked, poking at her anxiety.
Her father was Cuban, and like that side of her family, she normally supported Republicans. Her mother was Haitian, so this time Perez had worn a blue dress to vote for Harris.
She hated the way Trump spoke about her community -- "attacking people based on made-up rumors," she said. Perez planned to put up a fight if he pushed forward with his plan to deport them.
"I'll be ready to represent them," she said.
The screens stayed on at Francois's duplex. NBC anchors chattered on the 85-inch television in her podcast studio. "It's an incredibly tight race," reported one -- hours before it suddenly wasn't.
As her future hung in the balance, Francois stayed home. She'd seen the Trump signs around town. Freedom of speech, she'd thought, brushing them off. But she couldn't understand how anyone could approve of a leader who said he "wouldn't mind" if someone fired at the news media at his rallies.
That remark scared her. The friend who'd been killed in Haiti was a journalist. She dreaded worrying about that kind of violence in America. It was stressful enough not knowing if she could stay.
Adriana Navarro contributed to this report.
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Trump's triumph threatens an already battered democracy, experts say
American democracy simply wasn't set up to "deal with an aspiring autocrat," especially with a willing electorate. 
By Sarah Ellison | 2024-11-07

Noah Collins listens to Donald Trump during a campaign event at the Salem Civic Center in Salem, Va., on Saturday. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post) 


Donald Trump's return to the White House signals a significant breakdown of an already battered democracy, experts say. Almost as dangerous, they contend, much of the electorate sees him as democracy's savior.
"We've already been in a process over the last 10 years of democratic decay," said Daniel Ziblatt, a professor of government at Harvard University and co-author of "How Democracies Die," among other books on the subject. "This election will just hasten that decline."
Trump -- who was impeached twice, convicted of some crimes and charged with others, judged liable for sexual abuse and fined hundreds of millions of dollars in a civil fraud trial -- campaigned on instituting sweeping changes to the country, including mass deportations of immigrants, broad-based tariffs, dramatically pared-back climate regulations, and a purge of "deep state" bureaucrats.
But it is not Trump's individual policy proposals that worry history and democracy scholars as much as his continued denial of reality that he lost the 2020 presidential election and his role in encouraging his supporters on Jan. 6, 2021, who violently stormed the U.S. Capitol. The failure of the courts and Congress to hold him accountable for those actions signals an unofficial takeover of the levers of government by a charismatic, strongman figure who has remade the Republican Party in his image, these democracy scholars say. He is poised to start a second term with broad legal immunity, granted by a reshaped Supreme Court upon which he has exerted significant influence.
It will be months before post-election autopsies are complete, but initial signs point to Trump's success in creating a coalition of the disaffected -- people who want to simply "throw the bums out," said Matthew Dallek, a political historian at George Washington University whose intellectual interests include the intersection of social crises and political transformation. Significantly, some polling suggests that Trump subverted the idea that he was a threat to democracy by making his Democratic opponents out to be the real threat. He painted himself as a victim of Democratic lawfare, asserted that Vice President Kamala Harris seized power without a single primary vote, and routinely alleged that the country's election system, among the most secure in the world, was manipulated against him.
"Trump continually tries to create a false equivalence," said Ziblatt, "which is pretty standard fare, actually, by authoritarians."
The democratic erosion in the United States is not limited to Trump's leadership. Yes, his refusal to acknowledge his 2020 loss did grave damage to democracy, but so have efforts to politicize election administration, gerrymander districts, and disenfranchise voters' access to the ballot, according to a 2023 Brookings Institution study.
"The electoral road to breakdown is dangerously deceptive," Ziblatt said. "People still vote, and elected autocrats maintain a veneer of democracy while eviscerating its substance. Many government efforts to subvert democracy are 'legal,' in the sense that they are approved by the legislature or accepted by the courts."
After Trump left office under the cloud of the Jan. 6 insurrection, Democrats wavered on how and whether to hold him accountable for his role in that and other misdeeds. The tension between the desire to hold him accountable and the unease about prosecuting a political rival paralyzed Democrats. But the delay only further politicized their efforts.
"To the extent that guardrails existed on Jan. 6, 2021, they didn't do the job that people theoretically assumed that they were capable of doing," Dallek said, adding that the legal efforts to hold Trump accountable "were very slow and bled into the heart of the campaign," having the "perverse effect of empowering Trump to say that the 'deep state' had been weaponized against him and he was the ultimate victim of this orchestrated persecution." The charges against him did not stop his political momentum and may have accelerated it, Dallek said. "One can plausibly argue that maybe he would have been less empowered if no one indicted him and he hadn't been impeached a second time," he said.
But the alternative was to take no action and admit that some people are above the law, which would have been worse.
Still, efforts to hold the former and future president to account, Dallek concluded, have "been an experiment, and American democracy was not set up to deal with someone like Trump, to deal with an aspiring autocrat who wanted to blow past all the supposed limits of executive power and maybe break the law."
It turns out that democracy, foundational to the American way of life, is too abstract and removed from the day-to-day of most Americans to have a shared definition. It is one of the many concepts that Americans cannot agree on. Same goes for the loss of it.
But those who study democracy say that the most alarming element of America's version of it has been a breakdown of the checks and balances designed to keep it healthy. The ultimate check was supposed to be the voters, and "that guardrail failed spectacularly," said Sarah Churchwell, a professor of American literature and the chair of public understanding of the humanities at the University of London. "And these other pillars of American democracy were not equipped to stop someone who really aspires to be a dictator," she said.
The Trump campaign did not respond to a request for comment.
Trump's "America First" agenda, replete with hateful and racist rhetoric, provided a stark contrast to the candidacy of Harris, the first Black woman and first South Asian person to be a major party's presidential nominee. Her defeat highlights the historic stakes of the race and is what some scholars characterize as a backlash against the advance toward a multiracial democracy.
"Trump's victory ensures that American democracy will likely face its greatest challenge since the Civil War," said Khalil Gibran Muhammad, a professor of history, race and public policy at the Harvard Kennedy School. "And like then, race and racism will be the central cause of what may lead to the end of American democracy itself."
Trump's victory didn't occur in a vacuum, but rather is part of the global rise of autocracy. As scholars reached for antecedents to Trump's current triumph, they pointed to Viktor Orban, the authoritarian leader of Hungary who has become a model for Trump and his allies for his far-right populism, fierce anti-immigration rhetoric, Christian nationalism and hostility to LGBTQ rights.
Orban became prime minister in the 1990s as a conservative, center-right politician, but was voted out of office. "But then he came back in 2010 and ran a second time and won, and that second time launched a much greater assault on democracy," said Ziblatt. "Through rapid passage of legislation, he entrenched himself in power."

Worldwide leaders responded to president-elect Donald Trump defeating Vice President Kamala Harris on Nov. 6.


Churchwell sees Trump's ascent to a second term as a continuation of a long strain of autocracy in American history, dating to the emergence of the Ku Klux Klan. "What we are seeing is a full-bore assault on the constitutional order and the democratic norms of the United States," she said. She warned that after Trump was defeated in 2020, many Americans dismissed the threat of his anti-democracy movement.
"It's very hard to teach people from a near miss," she said. "It looks like millions of Americans have to experience democracy stripped away and the economy really destroyed before they understand the consequences of what they just voted for."
The root of Trump's appeal, Churchwell added, comes from aggrievement. "If you have a deep identification that you are the 'real American,' it can't be that you aren't as important to the country as you think yourself to be," she said. "There has to be an explanation, or to be more precise, a scapegoat."
For Trump and his allies, those scapegoats are numerous: immigrants, Democrats, elites, the media, political opponents, the list goes on. He has promised "retribution" against those who have wronged him and set up a loyal group of advisers to carry out his demands.
Part of how fascism operates, Churchwell said, is that in a complex world with difficult problems to solve, "you say, there's an easy solution -- Latinos stole your jobs and they are garbage and we should throw out the trash. Then, poof, the problem is solved."
As Harris concedes and Trump prepares for a second term, special counsel Jack Smith has begun discussing how to wind down the two ongoing federal prosecutions of the president-elect, according to a person familiar with the internal deliberations.
Of the four criminal cases brought against Trump in 2023, only one went to trial, and his election essentially ensures that his lawyers will seek to delay his upcoming sentencing hearing in Manhattan, where he was convicted in New York state court this spring of falsifying business records to conceal from voters a 2016 hush money payment to a porn actress.
The cases initially seemed to jeopardize Trump's chances of being elected again to public office. But he denied wrongdoing and declared that the charges were proof that the government was trying to hurt him politically. Soon, his support skyrocketed. Republican elected officials rallied around him, echoing his claims that the justice system was "rigged." The feeble future of these once formidable cases highlights that the Department of Justice "was just too slow," Dallek said. It also highlights a democracy-shattering truth: Some people are above the law, and the electorate doesn't seem to mind.
Perry Stein contributed to this report.
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Elon Musk's $1M voter giveaways were fixed lotteries, lawsuits say
Elon Musk said recipients of his daily $1 million lottery would be selected randomly. Two lawsuits accuse America PAC of pre-selecting winners.
By Kyle Melnick | 2024-11-07

Elon Musk, pictured at a Donald Trump campaign rally with Melania Trump, is facing two class-action lawsuits over his $1 million daily giveaway to voters. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Robert Alvarez was sitting on his couch in his Michigan home last week when he heard that billionaire Elon Musk was giving away $1 million in a lottery each day to a swing-state voter.
The attorney didn't share Musk's support for Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump, but he signed a petition from Musk's super PAC in hopes of winning. He imagined using the money to pay off his mortgage, finance his four children's college tuition and vacation in Fiji.
But in a lawsuit he filed against Musk and America PAC on Tuesday, Alvarez said he never had a chance of winning.
America PAC, which Musk created to campaign for Trump, did not select winners by chance, but instead by vetting candidates' social media presence for pro-GOP values, Alvarez's lawsuit said.
His complaint, filed in the U.S. District Court for the Western District of Michigan, was the second submitted against Musk and his super PAC on Tuesday. Arizona resident Jacqueline McAferty filed a class-action lawsuit with similar allegations in the U.S. District Court for the Western District of Texas. Her complaint estimates that more than 1 million people were duped.
The lawsuits represent the fallout of Musk's lottery, which continued after the Justice Department warned Musk last month that the contest could be illegal under federal law. It's unclear if the federal agency further probed the matter.
The filings also came a day after a state judge in Philadelphia declined to issue an injunction against America PAC following a lawsuit by Philadelphia District Attorney Larry Krasner (D) that tried to block the lottery. While the decision might have been a victory for Musk, his attorneys said at the hearing that the winners are not chosen by chance and are paid spokespeople for America PAC, according to a court transcript.
"They used my signing up to inflate the support for their PAC, for their political views, and to drive traffic to X," Alvarez, 47, told The Washington Post. "So definitely America PAC and Elon Musk gained a benefit from my signing of that petition, and they gave me nothing for that."
Attorneys representing Musk and America PAC did not respond to requests for comment Wednesday.
Musk announced Oct. 19 that he would distribute $1 million daily to a random voter in Arizona, Georgia, Michigan, Nevada, North Carolina, Pennsylvania or Wisconsin until Nov. 5, ultimately dishing out checks to more than a dozen winners. The money stemmed from the PAC he created in the spring to facilitate independent get-out-the-vote operations for Trump.
The petition stated that it sought to "get 1 million registered voters in swing states to sign in support of the Constitution, especially freedom of speech and the right to bear arms." It asked people to enter personal information, including their addresses and phone numbers.
Alvarez, who lives in Kent County, Michigan, said he was concerned about sharing his personal information but felt the chance of winning $1 million outweighed the risks of his data being sold. After signing the petition in late October, Alvarez, who supported Democratic presidential nominee Kamala Harris, said he checked his email daily to see if he had won.
On Oct. 28, Krasner sued Musk and his PAC, alleging that their contest violated Pennsylvania's unfair trade practices. During a hearing Monday, a judge denied Krasner's attempt to halt the lottery, but the PAC's attorneys and leaders revealed more about how winners were chosen. One said PAC officials checked which folks who signed the petition were registered voters before vetting their social media accounts and meeting them in person to "feel out their personality," according to a court transcript.
Alvarez said he was working at the law firm he co-founded Monday when he saw posts on X about the hearing. The next day, Alvarez said he wrote his complaint -- which he filed himself -- alleging that Musk and PAC America committed fraud and breached a contract.
McAferty, who lives in Maricopa County, Arizona, made the same allegations in her lawsuit, which said she never would have signed the petition if she had known more about the criteria. Her lawsuit asks Musk and America PAC to destroy her personal information.
"Her signature/support, as well as her [personal information] were given as valuable consideration for a chance to receive the $1,000,000," her lawsuit says.
Alvarez, who said he plans to amend his complaint into a class action, is asking for damages. While Musk said early Wednesday that he would continue to be involved in politics during Trump's presidency, Alvarez said he felt confident his lawsuit would be a winner.
"What I'm going to ask the jury is: How much is your personal information worth to you?" Alvarez said. "To me, on that night, when I signed up, it was worth $1 million -- at least."
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Jan. 6 riot defendants celebrate Trump's election, angle for pardons
The president-elect has promised to pardon some Capitol rioters. His campaign has said he will decide which ones on a "case-by-case" basis.
By Spencer Hsu, Tom Jackman, Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff | 2024-11-07

Former president Donald Trump listens as video from the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection at the U.S. Capitol is played during a campaign rally at the Waco Regional Airport in March 2023. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Some defendants charged in the Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol attack reacted to Donald Trump's election victory with elation Wednesday, as their defense lawyers began taking steps to delay trials or sentences in ongoing cases in anticipation of presidential pardons or more lenient treatment from a reshaped Justice Department.
Trump has made pardoning Jan. 6 defendants a signature campaign promise, though he did not raise the subject in his speech declaring victory Wednesday in West Palm Beach, Florida. The president-elect also has not made clear who among the group of 1,500-plus people charged would receive pardons, though he has declined to rule out anyone, including members of extremist groups such as the Proud Boys and Oath Keepers, whose leaders were convicted of seditious conspiracy.
Trump's campaign has said he would decide "on a case-by-case basis when he is back in the White House." In a statement regarding Trump's own criminal prosecutions, campaign spokesman Steven Cheung said, "The American people have reelected President Trump with an overwhelming mandate to Make America Great Again. It is now abundantly clear that Americans want an immediate end to the weaponization of our justice system, so we can, as President Trump said in his historic speech last night, unify our country and work together for the betterment of our nation."
Among those celebrating was Timothy Hale-Cusanelli, a security guard at a Naval base who was one of the first rioters to enter the Capitol. He was convicted by a jury for obstructing an official proceeding in 2022 and was sentenced to four years in prison. In court, he told jurors, who weren't allowed to see evidence of his support for white supremacy and Adolf Hitler, that he didn't realize Congress met in the Capitol. At a later sentencing hearing, he called his own behavior "unacceptable." He struck a different tone Wednesday.
"I spent 3 years behind bars for protesting against Biden's rigged election," Hale-Cusanelli said. "I waited patiently for this day ... All my dudes from the Gulag are coming home from prison ... We were innocent on January 6 and we're still innocent!"
On Wednesday morning, attorneys for Christopher Carnell, 21, of Cary, North Carolina, became one of the first of those representing a Jan. 6 defendant to ask a federal judge in Washington to delay a hearing because of the election results, citing in part Trump's promises to abandon riot prosecutions.
"Throughout his campaign, President-elect Trump made multiple clemency promises to the January 6 defendants, particularly to those who were nonviolent participants," Carnell's lawyers wrote in a court filing. "Mr. Carnell, who was an 18-year-old nonviolent entrant into the Capitol on January 6, is expecting to be relieved of the criminal prosecution that he is currently facing when the new administration takes office." Carnell's request was denied.
Representatives of convicted Jan. 6 rioter Jaimee Avery of Phoenix similarly asked that her misdemeanor sentencing scheduled for Friday be postponed.
"In light of the real possibility that the incoming Attorney General will dismiss Ms. Avery's case," assistant federal public defender Elizabeth Mullin wrote, "or at the very least handle the case in a very different manner, it would be fundamentally unfair to Ms. Avery to move forward to sentencing under these circumstances." She and her husband pleaded guilty to two misdemeanor trespassing counts, and prosecutors are seeking 30 days in jail for both, although D.C. judges typically have imposed probation on defendants who committed no violence and pleaded guilty to misdemeanors.
U.S. District Judge Christopher R. Cooper rejected the motion later Wednesday. Prosecutors had quickly objected to a delay, saying that "there is a societal interest in the prompt and efficient administration of justice" and "the Court should proceed as it would in prosecuting any crime."
William Shipley -- an attorney who has represented more than two dozen riot defendants, including "QAnon Shaman" Jacob Chansley -- said he would file similar motions to pause each of his cases with a scheduled sentencing or trial date, although a judge on Wednesday rejected Shipley's bid to push back a case set for trial next week.
"I can't predict what will actually happen but something will likely happen, and it is certain that the DOJ sentencing memos, if submitted under a Trump Admin, will be substantially different than those being filed now," Shipley said in an email. "As for trials, those defendants are presumed innocent, and a delay may end up obviating the need for any trial at all."
As of last month, more than 1,530 people had been charged in the riot, including about 570 charged with assaulting, resisting or impeding law enforcement officers or with rioting, including about 160 defendants charged with using a deadly or dangerous weapon or causing injury. About 1,200 have pleaded guilty or been found guilty at trial, roughly two-thirds for misdemeanors such as trespassing or disorderly conduct on restricted Capitol grounds.
Of about 1,000 defendants sentenced, about 615 were sentenced to incarceration, according to prosecutors.
A spokesperson for the U.S. attorney's office in D.C., which is handling the prosecutions, declined to comment. Prosecutors continued to file sentencing recommendations Wednesday, and judges in the U.S. District Court in D.C. continued to schedule trials into the new year.
James Lee Bright, an attorney for Oath Keepers founder Stewart Rhodes, who is serving an 18-year sentence while he appeals his conviction for plotting to commit political violence to prevent Joe Biden's 2021 inauguration, said clients and attorneys are beginning to grapple with how to approach the new administration with requests.
"It's hard to know what's going to happen in all honesty. ... The cynic in me questions whether promises will be fulfilled. I kind of question that of all politicians. We're going to have to wait and see to what extent he does commute, pardon, or reduce [sentences]," Bright said. "The first thing I'm going to have to do is reach out to Stewart and get guidance from him."
An attorney for former Proud Boys head Henry "Enrique" Tarrio, sentenced to 22 years for leading the group on Jan. 6, lauded Trump's election victory in a statement and said Tarrio's defense "will explore every possible avenue to seek the release from custody."
Nayib Hassan said, "We look forward to what the future holds, both in terms of the judicial process for our client and the broader political landscape under the new administration. We remain hopeful that the courts will recognize the merits of our appeal, and we are optimistic about what lies ahead."
The Constitution gives presidents virtually unchecked authority to grant pardons. Trump granted executive clemency to 237 people charged with or convicted of federal crimes in his first term, fewer than most presidents did the previous century. But his pardons were marked by his exceptional circumvention of the typical Justice Department pardon process, and he disproportionately benefited those with whom he had a personal tie or who helped his political aims.
That made the pardon process less predictable for applicants. Toward the end of his first term, Trump pardoned several aides convicted in connection with a special counsel investigation into his campaign's possible ties to Russia, including 2016 campaign chairman Paul Manafort and political confidant Roger Stone. In doing so, he spared Stone from serving a 40-month sentence for lying to Congress, witness tampering and obstructing a House investigation, and cut short a 71/2-year sentence for Manafort, who was convicted of tax and financial fraud.
Trump also gave a full pardon to Michael T. Flynn, his former national security adviser, after prompting his Justice Department to drop the prosecution after Flynn pleaded guilty to lying to investigators.
On social media, Jan. 6 defendants celebrated. "We've been unburdened by what could have been," wrote Adam Johnson, a Florida man who received two years' probation after pleading guilty to misdemeanor trespassing, disorderly conduct and theft of government property, for taking a lectern used by then-Speaker Nancy Pelosi (R-California). Posting under the handle "The Lectern Guy," Johnson posted "I. Want. My. Lectern," along with a video of himself drinking from a glass of Trump-branded champagne.
"Y'all are in trouble!" he says on the video.
Jenny Cudd, of Florida, who was sentenced to two months' probation, posted, "We won it all! Yay God! We, J6ers, are getting pardons! It was not in vain."
Guy Reffitt, the first Jan. 6 defendant to stand trial, said in an interview Wednesday evening that he was thrilled with the results of the election and thought Trump would pardon him. Reffitt is serving a seven-year sentence after being convicted of five felonies for his role in the Capitol riot, including obstructing Congress as it met to certify the 2020 election result, carrying a firearm to a riot and threatening his teenage son, Jackson, who turned him into the FBI.
"I do believe, and I would hope, that he would pardon me," Reffitt said from an Oklahoma jail, where he is awaiting a resentencing next month.
Reffitt added that, among other people, his wife, Nicole was working to keep him on the minds of people close to Trump by regularly joining live-streams from a vigil for Jan. 6 defendants outside the D.C. jail.
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Harris concedes in hopeful speech after Trump's win
Get live updates in the Election 2024, including results and the latest news on the presidential race between Kamala Harris and Donald Trump.
By Washington Post staff, Luis Melgar, Alyssa Fowers, Dan Keating, Patrick Svitek, Kelsey Baker, Jeremy Barr, Dylan Wells, Jonathan Edwards, Maegan Vazquez, Mariana Alfaro, Tyler Pager, Jorge Ribas, Ross Godwin, Maeve Reston, Perry Stein, Shayna Jacobs, Holly Bailey, Spencer Hsu, Amanda Coletta, Marisa Iati, Marianna Sotomayor, Azi Paybarah, Aaron Gregg, Taylor Telford, Amy B Wang, Amber Ferguson, Brianna Tucker, Marisa Bellack, Yvonne Wingett Sanchez, Liz Goodwin, Matt Viser, Derek Hawkins, Clara Ence Morse, Eric Lau, Philip Bump, Susan Svrluga, Ben Brasch, Fenit Nirappil, Justine McDaniel, Peter Jamison, Cleve R. Wootson Jr., Anumita Kaur, Kevin Schaul, Kati Perry, Emily Guskin, Chris Alcantara, Janice Kai Chen, Amber Phillips, Isaac Arnsdorf, Josh Dawsey, Annabelle Timsit, Adela Suliman, Kelsey Ables, Trisha Thadani, Elizabeth Dwoskin, Karla Adam, McKenzie Beard, Joel Achenbach, Lori Rozsa, Leo Sands, Victoria Bisset, Michael Kranish, Theodoric Meyer, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Joanna Slater, Karin Brulliard, Michael Scherer, Ashley Parker, Dan Balz, Aaron Blake, Missy Khamvongsa, Laura Meckler, Francesca Ebel, Catherine Belton | 2024-11-07
Former president Donald Trump has won the race for the White House, defeating Vice President Kamala Harris to recapture the office he lost four years ago. His victory caps a high-stakes contest full of remarkable turmoil, from President Joe Biden's decision to abandon his reelection bid to the two potential assassination attempts that Trump faced. Harris addressed supporters Wednesday afternoon at Howard University after calling Trump to concede. Invoking her campaign mantra "When we fight, we win," Harris said the fight can take a while but "that doesn't mean we won't win."
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Anguished Democrats try to regroup and figure out what went wrong
As Democrats Wednesday digested the news of Trump's victory, the party was awash in angst-ridden second guessing

By Matt Viser, Tyler Pager | 2024-11-07

Supporters await the election results and for the arrival of Vice President Kamala Harris at Howard University in D.C. on Tuesday. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


President Joe Biden on Tuesday night gathered in the White House residence with some of his longest-serving advisers, the ones who guided him to victory in 2020 and centered his reelection campaign around a fight for democracy, then reluctantly advised him to drop out of the race.
The mood started out optimistic, in the hope that Vice President Kamala Harris would defeat former president Donald Trump as Biden had done four years ago. But as the results began flowing in, the mood turned somber, according to a person familiar with the situation who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss private dynamics.
As Democrats on Wednesday digested the extent of their loss, with Trump winning or leading in all seven battleground states, the party was awash in angst-ridden second-guessing. If Biden had not clung so long to his reelection bid, could the party have held primaries to produce a more battle-tested nominee? If Harris had picked Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro (D) as her running mate, could that have improved her margins in the "blue wall" states? If Biden had stayed in the race, could he have retained the coalition that powered him to the White House in 2020?
Democrats were also asking a deeper question on their bleak day after: How had the party so misunderstood the country and so badly underestimated the number of voters attracted to Trump's message?
For many Democratic strategists, a thorough rethinking was in order. "The party itself needs to be reflective on what just happened and not just wounded and angry," said David Axelrod, a prominent Democratic consultant.
"The Democratic Party has become a metropolitan, college-educated party. And even though it retains its commitment to working people, it approaches them sometimes in a spirit of a missionary -- that we're here to help you become more like us," Axelrod said. "Implied in that is disdain. I don't think it's intended, but it's felt. And I think Trump has exploited that."
Some Harris aides consoled themselves that the sheer breadth of her defeat meant it had been beyond their control. The obstacles --  inflation, an unpopular incumbent, Trump's intense following -- were so daunting, they told themselves, that nothing they might have done would have changed the outcome.
While more critiques would come later and the party would sift through potential reasons for the loss, Democratic officials said, they were still reeling Wednesday and could point to no immediate tactical regrets.
"It said more about America than it did about Kamala," said Donna Brazile, the veteran Democratic strategist.
Harris herself suggested the campaign had done the best it could.
"I am so proud of the race we ran and the way we ran it," the vice president said in her concession speech at Howard University, her alma mater and the place she'd hoped to be making a victory speech the previous night. "I know folks are feeling and experiencing a range of emotions right now. I get it. But we must accept the results of this election."
She urged her supporters to remain active in fighting for the causes at the center of her campaign.
"I know many people feel like we are entering a dark time," she said. "But for the benefit of us all, I hope that is not the case."
Many in Harris's circle viewed Biden as an anchor, frustrated that she could not shake the unpopular incumbent or convince voters that she would be fundamentally different from him. Some suggested that were Biden the nominee, the race would have been called much earlier in the night.
"We dug out of a deep hole but not enough," Harris adviser David Plouffe wrote on social media. "A devastating loss."
Approached at Howard University just before Harris gave her concession speech, Plouffe said, "I've had better days."
Other Democrats took the opposite view, arguing that Biden's strengths had been underutilized by his vice president. Worse, they said, the effort to push him out of the race was a public humiliation that only hurt the party's prospects.
"I do have an indictment of some of the strategy, and again, the people that said, 'Joe Biden was the problem,'" Symone Sanders, who worked for both Biden and Harris, told MSNBC. "I will just note that it is probably not the best idea that Democrats orchestrated a very public stab fest, a proverbial stabbing in the front of the sitting president of the United States of America, and then didn't use him in his hometown of Scranton, Pennsylvania."

The White House on Tuesday. (Pete Marovich for The Washington Post)


During a senior staff call Wednesday morning, White House Chief of Staff Jeff Zients urged Biden officials to keep working hard and to be good transition partners with incoming Trump officials. White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre last week said Biden would attend the inauguration no matter who won.
"Yes, he will," she said. "Regardless of who wins, the American people need to see a peaceful transfer of power. And that's what you're going to see from the president."
Harris campaign chair Jen O'Malley Dillon sent an email to staffers conceding that "this will take a long time to process" and encouraging them to focus on the positives.
"You stared down unprecedented headwinds and obstacles that were largely out of our control," O'Malley Dillon wrote. "We knew this would be a margin-of-error race, and it was."
She noted that while the country as a whole had moved to the right, the battleground states where the campaign focused most of its time had showed less of that movement. "That speaks to both the work you did and the scale of the challenge we ultimately couldn't surmount," O'Malley Dillon wrote.
Axelrod agreed that Harris ran a strong campaign and that the outcome may have been preordained no matter what she did.
"The country wanted to fire the administration, and she was part of the administration," he said. "I just don't know she was ever able to solve that problem, and whether there was a way for her to."
Axelrod assigned significant blame to Biden. The president's decision to stay in the race for several weeks after his disastrous June 27 debate performance against Trump prevented the party from staging primary contests, as numerous critics have noted. Instead, Harris had to try to introduce herself to voters during a highly compressed campaign.
Axelrod contended that Biden struggled to empathize with voters on economic concerns. "Sometimes it felt like the president was so eager to get credit for his laudable work to get through the pandemic and save the economy that he wasn't really listening to what people were feeling," he said. "Bidenomics is going to go down with New Coke as the worst branding decisions in history."
That was a reference to the president's effort to put his stamp on an economy that at the time was surging but burdened by inflation by labeling it "Bidenomics."
The Democratic Party is clearly at a crossroads, having lost the White House and the Senate, while clinging to the hopes of winning the House as a lone counter to Trump's power in Washington. The repudiation from voters was widespread, and Trump on Wednesday was leading in the popular vote -- if it continues, that trend would make him the first Republican presidential candidate in 20 years to win a popular majority.
Democrats also have no obvious leader. Biden, 81, was forced aside by party officials worried about his age and capacity. Harris just lost a decisive race. Senate Democratic leader Charles E. Schumer (New York) has lost his majority. House Democratic leader Hakeem Jeffries, also a New Yorker, is relatively new and untested.
Former president Barack Obama could have a role steering the party, as could his wife, Michelle Obama, who drew large enthusiastic crowds as she campaigned for Harris but who has indicated she has little interest in dipping further into politics. Former House speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-California) still has deep affection within the party, but she is 84 and holds no position of power.
Democratic officials began talking Wednesday about who might become the next chair of the Democratic National Committee. Some suggested Ken Martin, chairman of the Minnesota Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party, while New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy (D) also received calls from operatives and donors to gauge his interest.
The debate over what went wrong on Election Day -- and how to correct it -- will become sharpened when the party begins mounting its opposition to Trump's presidential policies. It will take further shape as candidates emerge for the 2028 presidential nomination. There were some discussions Wednesday about whether the party would nominate a woman again in the foreseeable future, given the fear that the country is not ready to elect a Democratic woman.
Eight years before defeating Harris, Trump prevailed over Hillary Clinton in the 2016 presidential election. Harris and Clinton are the only women nominated for president by a major party.
Rep. Don Beyer (D-Virginia) said House Democrats were "disappointed" by Harris's loss and have yet to discuss their role in how the party moves ahead. While Democrats are proud of Biden's agenda, Beyer said passage of landmark legislation, from the Inflation Reduction Act to the bipartisan infrastructure law, meant that "there was so much change" over the past four years, "not to mention woke culture and the pandemic" that scared voters away from the Democratic Party.
"Republicans had a lot to push back on," he said.
Biden called Harris and Trump on Wednesday, inviting Trump to meet with him at the White House, something aides to both men said they would work to schedule. Biden is also planning to address the nation Thursday, speaking about the election results and the transition of power.
A White House official, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss private dynamics, said the president thought highly of the way Harris ran her campaign, viewing the race as complicated because of the nation's polarization. Some in Biden's circle noted that elections around the world had ousted many incumbents since the coronavirus pandemic.
Biden praised Harris in a statement Wednesday evening, calling her "a tremendous partner and public servant full of integrity, courage, and character."
He added, "Under extraordinary circumstances, she stepped up and led a historic campaign that embodied what's possible when guided by a strong moral compass and a clear vision for a nation that is more free, more just, and full of more opportunities for all Americans."
But there was little second-guessing among White House officials over whether Biden should share in the blame for Tuesday's outcome. They took pride in the fact that he remains the only candidate to defeat Trump, without saying he regretted dropping out of the race.
They also described his decision to drop out as a selfless one, dismissing the idea that its late timing had saddled Harris with an insurmountable handicap.
Marianna Sotomayor contributed to this report.
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What we still don't know about the election: House control, popular vote
While Trump is projected to win the presidency and Republicans the Senate, control of the House is still unclear, and some swing states have not yet been called.
By Leo Sands, Victoria Bisset, Mark Berman | 2024-11-07

People react as election results are called during a Republican election night watch party at the Ingleside Hotel in Pewaukee, Wisconsin. (Joel Angel Juarez for The Washington Post)


Former president Donald Trump has won the race for the White House, capturing at least 292 electoral votes in a decisive victory against Vice President Kamala Harris. The Republican declared victory early Wednesday, calling his win "the greatest political comeback in the history of the United States of America." Republicans were projected to win control of the Senate.
The day after Election Day, there are still outstanding questions. The fight for the House of Representatives continues, as votes are still being counted in key districts needed by Democrats as they seek to prevent Republicans from controlling both chambers of Congress and the White House.
Here's what to expect in the coming hours and the key races to watch.
Trump has won Pennsylvania, North Carolina, Georgia, Wisconsin and Michigan -- five of the seven swing states.
The majority of votes have been counted in every state, but it is still too soon to declare the winner in the other two swing states.
After Trump notched victories in four of the swing states on Tuesday night and into early Wednesday, Michigan went Trump's way early Wednesday afternoon. Trump is projected to win Michigan's 15 electoral college votes, according to the Associated Press.
Harris, meanwhile, was also declared the winner in Maine.
Arizona: Trump is slightly favored to win its 11 electoral college votes, according to The Post's forecast. More than 60 percent of votes have been counted. In Maricopa County, there are worries that an unusually long ballot could further slow a counting process that took 10 days in 2020.
Nevada: Trump is slightly favored to win its six electoral college votes, according to our forecast. More than 84 percent of the vote has been counted.
According to The Post's analysis of polling data, most of the nation's 3,000-plus counties swung to the right compared with 2020. The Republican shift appeared across rural border communities in Texas, the wealthy suburbs of Washington, D.C., and even reliably Democratic counties in New York City.
Republicans are defending one of the narrowest House majorities in decades, with Democrats needing to flip just four net seats to win control of the chamber. Results in more than 30 key House districts that are considered competitive are still pending, with many districts especially in the West still counting votes. It may take hours if not days or weeks for it to be clear who won.
If Republicans succeed in defending their majority, the party will have control of both chambers of Congress for the next two-year cycle and will have a clearer path to pass its priorities with Trump in the White House. A Democratic-controlled House could make that harder.
Democrats were targeting seats held by Republicans in districts that Joe Biden won in 2020, including a handful in California. Here are some of the key undeclared races to watch:
Virginia 2nd District: Democrats hoped to flip this seat, which is represented by Rep. Jen Kiggans (R), but the incumbent held off a challenge by Missy Cotter Smasal to win another term.
Virginia 7th District: Eugene Vindman, a Democrat who played a role in Trump's first impeachment, defeated Republican Derrick Anderson.
Pennsylvania 7th District: Republican Ryan Mackenzie has a slight lead in his bid to unseat Rep. Susan Wild (D). Wild conceded Wednesday morning, though the race had not been called.
Pennsylvania 8th District: Rep. Matt Cartwright (D) is the only House Democrat to have won four times in a district Trump won in the previous two presidential elections. As things stand, Cartwright conceded Wednesday afternoon to Republican Robert Bresnahan in this Scranton-area district, but the Associated Press has yet to call the race.
New York 4th District: Laura Gillen (D) is leading in this competitive rematch in a Long Island-based district, where she hopes to unseat Rep. Anthony D'Esposito (R).
California 45th District: Biden won this Orange County district by six points in 2020. Rep. Michelle Steel (R) is leading against Democratic challenger Derek Tran.
California 47th District: Democrats were favored in this open seat to replace Rep. Katie Porter (D), who unsuccessfully ran for Senate. However, Republican Scott Baugh is narrowly ahead.
Texas 34th District: Rep. Vicente Gonzalez (D) won this rematch against former congresswoman Mayra Flores (R).
While Republicans have won enough Senate seats to secure a majority in the 100-person chamber, there are still some outstanding races that will determine the margins.
Republicans were already at an advantage, as they needed only two net wins to secure a majority, and more Democratic incumbents were facing elections in swing or red states. Of the 10 key Senate races held this year, a number have yet to be called:
Arizona: More than 60 percent of the votes are estimated to have been counted, with Ruben Gallego (D) leading Kari Lake (R) in the race to replace retiring Sen. Kyrsten Sinema (I).
Michigan: Elissa Slotkin (D) has defeated Mike Rogers (R). The seat was vacated by Sen. Debbie Stabenow (D).
Nevada: Sen. Jacky Rosen (D) faces Sam Brown (R) in a very tight race in the swing state. Eighty-four percent of votes have been counted, according to our estimate.
Pennsylvania: The race between Sen. Bob Casey (D), who is seeking his fourth term in the swing state, and businessman Dave McCormick (R) is still close. With more than 97 percent of votes counted, McCormick was ahead by more than 51,000 votes Wednesday morning. A spokesperson for Casey said his campaign still believed that the senator would win, saying there are "more votes that need to be counted in areas like Philadelphia."
Wisconsin: By Wednesday afternoon, Sen. Tammy Baldwin (D) was projected to win over businessman Eric Hovde (R).
In a speech early Wednesday, Trump claimed a victory in the popular vote, which he did not secure in 2016 despite winning the electoral college. "Winning the popular vote was very nice. Very nice. I will tell you, it's a great, a great feeling of love," he said.
However, it's still unclear who came out ahead, as votes are still being counted. Trump is on pace to win the national popular vote, The Post has reported, though that will depend on Harris's final margin in California.
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This time, Trump will have the GOP-led Senate at his back
Senate Republicans once tried to check the former president's power. This time, they will be more accommodating. 
By Liz Goodwin, Paul Kane, Leigh Ann Caldwell | 2024-11-07

Donald Trump walks out to speaks to reporters after a meeting with Republican senators on Capitol Hill on June 13. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


In Donald Trump's first presidential term, Senate Republicans at times served as a frustrating check on his power.
The late Sen. John McCain joined two GOP colleagues to doom his attempt to repeal the Affordable Care Act with a memorable thumbs down vote. More than 10 GOP senators opposed his attempts to use emergency powers to take funds to build a border wall. And in 2021, seven Republicans voted to convict Trump of high crimes and misdemeanors.
This time, Trump will come to office with a vastly different, and much more accommodating, Republican-controlled Senate.
"Let me start by congratulating President Trump," said Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Kentucky), who concluded Trump's second impeachment trial four years ago by delivering a speech which suggested Trump should be criminally charged in the Capitol attack. "What he has accomplished has not been done since Grover Cleveland."
McConnell, whose tense relationship with Trump turned toxic after the Jan. 6 Capitol riot, will no longer lead the group, as he steps down from being the longest serving Senate leader in U.S. history. He will likely be replaced by one of three contenders for his job who have vowed to work incredibly closely with the returning president.
"I am looking forward to continuing to serve our nation working hand in glove with him and my Republican colleagues to kick-start his administration and make America great again by making the Senate work again," Sen. John Cornyn (R-Texas), one of the candidates for majority leader, said in a statement.
Sen. John Thune (R-South Dakota) said the new majority would work "hand in hand" with Trump, while Sen. Rick Scott (R-Florida), who is also running for the top job, said through his spokesman he would be the "true ally" to Trump as majority leader.
"With Leader McConnell stepping aside you're losing an established leader who's not afraid to chart his own course," said Republican strategist Ryan Williams, a former spokesman for Trump critic Sen. Mitt Romney (R-Utah), who is retiring. "The next leader that comes in will be new in the role ... and won't want to cross Trump. And you're going to have more senators in the Senate now who are products of the MAGA years."
The political circumstances guiding the Trump-Senate relationship, eight years apart, could not be more different.
In 2016, as a political novice with an inexperienced campaign, Trump rode the coattails of experienced Senate Republican incumbents who almost universally won reelection with larger margins than Trump did in their states.
Many felt little sense of debt toward him. Then-Sen. Richard Burr (R-North Carolina), for instance, launched an investigation into Trump's ties to Russia as chair of the Intelligence Committee, withstanding blistering attacks from Trump over the move. McCain, who outran Trump by almost 80,000 votes in Arizona, personally delivered a copy of a controversial research report on Trump to the FBI.
Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Florida), who ran a fierce primary campaign against Trump in the 2016 contest, eventually won reelection by a comfortable margin and helped pull Trump to a narrow win in Florida. In Trump's first months in office, Rubio emerged as a foreign policy critic and threatened, briefly, to block his first appointment to Secretary of State over his business ties to Russia.
This fall, it's the opposite.
As of Wednesday afternoon, Trump had won a higher share of the vote than the GOP candidate in 10 of the 11 most competitive states with Senate races. In six of those states, his margins were at least 3 percentage points higher than the Senate candidate.
For example in Ohio, Republican Bernie Moreno rode Trump's coattails: He received 315,000 fewer votes, but enough to win the Senate seat by less than 4 percentage points.
Former senator Patrick J. Toomey (R-Pennsylvania), who retired at the end of his second term in 2023 and was one of seven Republican senators who voted to convict Trump after his second impeachment trial, said Congress's job of oversight of the executive branch could be very politically tricky for Republicans.
"Some of these Republicans definitely were boosted by the fact that Donald Trump was carrying their district or their state, in some cases, by big margins," Toomey said of Trump's commanding 2024 election performance. "They're going to be aware of that and sensitive to that. On the margins that makes it more difficult to push back."
The GOP caucus's newest members also tend to align with Trump's pugnacious style. By early January, when the new Senate is sworn in, at least 40 percent of Republicans will have taken office after Trump's initial victory in 2016.
Of the seven Republicans who voted to convict in Trump's February 2021 impeachment trial, just Sens. Bill Cassidy (Louisiana), Susan Collins (Maine) and Lisa Murkowski (Alaska) remain. Cassidy and Collins are up for reelection in 2026, facing their primary voters for the first time since crossing Trump.
Republicans stand to gain at least three seats, up from 49 to 52, with outcomes still to be determined in very close races in Nevada and Pennsylvania. The larger their edge, the less influence that moderates Collins and Murkowski have in shaping the agenda.
After 2016, Trump confronted a Senate leader in McConnell who had already led Republicans for years, whereas this time the leader, no matter who is elected, will be a newcomer with far less appetite for tangling with the president. In the House, which Republicans may also control, Speaker Mike Johnson owes his role to Trump's backing, a far different situation than he faced with former speaker Paul D. Ryan in 2017.
Rubio said on CNN Wednesday that he expects the Senate to give "great deference" to potential Trump nominees like Robert F. Kennedy Jr.
Some areas of conflict will remain however, particularly when it comes to support for Ukraine, and the question of tariffs. Trump has made clear he does not support further military aid to Ukraine as it fends off a Russian invasion and has frequently stated that he wants to place high tariffs on imported goods as a way to raise revenue and encourage domestic manufacturing. A vocal faction of Senate Republicans, led by McConnell, have said they want to continue to help arm Ukraine. And a larger group has expressed skepticism about tariffs, which are often opposed by the business community.
"It may seem old fashioned to some, but I'm still a Reagan Republican who thinks America's role in the world is absolutely indispensable," said McConnell, who has said foreign policy will be a focus for him after he relinquishes the leadership mantle.
But a top contender in the Senate Republicans' leadership election, slated to take place next Wednesday, vividly illustrates the evolution of the caucus.
After Trump's loss in 2020, Thune took a high-profile role in working to thwart the outgoing president's efforts to overturn the electoral college certification of Joe Biden's victory. He encouraged GOP colleagues not to sign on with House Republicans to challenge states' results. He told reporters, two weeks ahead of the Capitol riot, that the Senate would reject those challenges "like a shot dog."
When the 2024 GOP primary launched, Thune did not endorse Trump and instead backed a colleague, Sen. Tim Scott (R-South Carolina). Cornyn and Scott both endorsed Trump.
On Wednesday morning, as Trump was about to take the stage in Florida, Thune pledged his allegiance to Trump's agenda as he heads into the last days of the campaign to succeed McConnell as GOP leader.
"The incoming Senate Republican majority will work hand-in-hand with the Trump-Vance administration to lower costs for families, secure our southern border, and renew America's energy dominance," he said in a statement. "The work begins now."
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Howard students planned to celebrate in the streets. Then the votes came in. 
After Kamala Harris's loss, students, alumni and faculty at her alma mater Howard University described a sense of hope and joy cut short by disappointment.
By Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff, Tamilore Oshikanlu | 2024-11-07

Supporters of Vice President Kamala Harris gather for the campaign's election night event on the Yard at Howard University in Washington on Nov. 5. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


On an election night that millions hoped would secure a historic win for a Black and South Asian woman, more than 2,000 college students packed into a gymnasium on the campus of Howard University to celebrate Kamala Harris, a fellow Bison. The party was raucous, the mood electric.
But as the evening wore on and it became clear that Harris would not collect the necessary number of electoral votes, the vibe shifted, the crowd thinned and the night ended with empty risers and a deflated sense of tremendous loss.
On Wednesday morning, many students wouldn't leave their dorms, not wanting to face the chain-link fences and security that still boxed them in onto the campus, physical reminders of their disappointment and sadness. Others talked with professors to understand what a second Donald Trump presidency would mean for the country. Then they waited for Harris to return to the campus to deliver her concession speech.
"To the young people who are watching," Harris told the crowd of students and other supporters who watched on somberly as she spoke late Wednesday afternoon on the Yard, the beating heart of the historically Black campus. "Please know it's going to be okay. ... This is not a time to throw up our hands. It's a time to roll up our sleeves."
As she spoke, women dressed in pink, one of the signature colors of Harris's sorority, Alpha Kappa Alpha, sobbed. Others cheered, inspired by her message to find light in the darkness.
In interviews with more than a dozen Howard students, alumni and faculty, they described a sense of hope and joy cut short by disappointment. Many said they saw themselves in the Democratic nominee and believed that as president, she would uplift the university of about 11,000 students in Northwest Washington.
They also felt thankful.
"This is not the end of her story," said Celina Carroll, a 19-year-old sophomore. "While this was technically a loss, we still consider it to be a huge step for not only Black women and for Howard, but also for all people of color and those underrepresented."

Howard sophomore Celina Carroll, 19. (Shedrick Pelt for The Washington Post) 


Carroll, a Prince George's County native and third-generation Howard student, said she was also grateful that in her first time voting, she could vote for two Black women in Sen.-elect Angela Alsobrooks and Harris.
Harris, who earned a bachelor's degree from Howard in 1986, has long praised her time at Howard, where she majored in political science and economics and joined Alpha Kappa Alpha, the oldest of the historically Black sororities and one that was founded at Howard.
She has been a fixture on campus for years during crucial moments in her political career. Hours after she announced her run for president in January 2019, she held a news conference on campus. Soon after she officially secured the Democratic nomination this summer, she came to Howard to welcome students back from summer break and prep for her debate with Trump.
"I became an adult at Howard University," Harris once said. "Howard very directly influenced and reinforced -- equally important -- my sense of being and meaning and reasons for being."

At Howard University, Vice President Kamala Harris gave a shoutout to her alma mater, chanting "H-U" near the end of her concession speech.


Howard has hosted presidents on its campus over the years. But according to the university, Tuesday's campaign event marked the first time in modern history that a presidential campaign held its official election night event on a college campus.
Sophomore Tamarus Darby Jr. bought a new suit for what was supposed to be a coming-home party, a night some hoped would end with parts of campus emptying out to the White House like it did when Barack Obama won in 2008 and 2012.
"It feels like a dream," Darby, a friend of Carroll's, said early Tuesday evening. "When she wins, she will lift all of us at Howard up."
Others saw videos of Howard students celebrating when Obama won and were energized to do the same for Harris.
"That just seem[ed] like a great environment to be in," said freshman Sloan Shackelford.
But as the night went on and results showed a Harris win was increasingly unlikely, a somber tone took over. Students donning suits and gowns, and AKA alumni in pink and green, began leaving the party after hours of jubilation and dancing.
Some turned to food and music Wednesday morning.
Sophomore Christian Smith, who attended the watch party with Darby and Carroll, woke up disappointed. He made himself avocado toast on an everything bagel and listened to Frank Ocean while he cooked. He called his family to try to process what had happened. He zoned out in Spanish class, waiting for Harris's speech.
"It's crazy that this nation would rather have someone like Trump in office than Kamala," Smith said. "I just can't wrap my head around it."

Howard sophomore Christian Smith, 19. (Shedrick Pelt for The Washington Post) 


On Wednesday afternoon, the mood at the concession speech was markedly toned down. Some students like Smith, bleary-eyed from a late night and a day of class, dressed in jeans and sweats. It was a different type of coming-home party than they'd envisioned. They sang along quietly to Beyonce's "Run the World (Girls)" and Kendrick Lamar's "Alright."
As they waited for Harris, Howard student body president Jay Jones reflected on the somber end to the presidential race, calling Trump's victory "a very, very rude awakening" and expressing deep uncertainty of what his presidency may bring.
"What does it mean for the trans women? What does it mean for Black and Brown people? What does it mean for our court system?" said Jones, who is the first transgender woman to hold her role in student government at the historically Black institution.
Finally, the music cut and Harris walked out on the stage.
"Let us fill the sky with the light of a brilliant, brilliant billion of stars," she said. "The light ... of optimism, of faith, of truth and service."
Claps and cheers erupted when she said the last three words -- a reference to Howard's motto -- in a student section to Harris's right.
"H-U!" she called.
"You know!" Smith and Carroll, who were watching together, roared back.
Carroll cried as Harris exited the stage with Second Gentleman Doug Emhoff. It was setting in. She would have to wait for a Black woman president. She was ready to fight however she could over the next four years.
The two sophomores walked by a circle of the newest members of AKA encircling another with about a dozen women who had pledged the sorority with Harris. They were singing a hymn, swaying as the crowd in the Yard yet again dwindled. The hymn's message was similar to Harris's, said Kuae Noel Kelch, one of the women in the inner circle.
"We'll continue moving onward until we reach our goal," she said. "The fight on this campus and in this country continues."
Brianna Tucker contributed to this report.
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For abortion ballot measures, strong success or guarded victory?
Constitutional amendments for abortion rights passed in seven states Tuesday, but their impact nationally is unclear given the incoming Trump administration.
By Molly Hennessy-Fiske, Annie Gowen, Lori Rozsa, Caitlin Gilbert | 2024-11-07

An election night watch party in Kansas City, Missouri, after results show that voters passed an abortion rights amendment to the state constitution. (Charlie Riedel/AP)


Both supporters and opponents of abortion rights are calling Tuesday's election historic, but the lasting impact on the national landscape won't be clear until after President-elect Donald Trump takes office in January.
Supporters scored notable victories, passing ballot measures to enshrine abortion rights or protect reproductive rights in the constitutions of seven states, including Montana, Arizona, Nevada and deeply conservative Missouri. The outcome in Missouri overturned a total ban for the first time anywhere in the country and could affect more than 1.2 million women of reproductive age. Yet those wins could be blunted by the next Trump administration's actions or policies.
The results also marked the first time an abortion ballot measure failed, as Florida's proposed Amendment 4, viewed by each side as a crucial milestone, fell short of the 60 percent threshold required -- even though a majority of voters supported it. Several hours later, voters in Nebraska solidly rejected an initiative to expand abortion access. South Dakota then followed suit. All are Republican-controlled states.
"It's a real milestone for the pro-life movement," said Dan Williams, a visiting assistant professor of history at Ashland University who studies abortion politics. While he doesn't foresee continued expansion of restrictive abortion policies, especially not at the national level, he said the election outcome will "slow the momentum of the abortion rights movement to use voter referendums to legalize abortion." In particular, he expects it to dissuade groups in Alabama, Mississippi and other red states "from entertaining any notion of repealing their abortion bans."
Kelly Hall, executive director of the Fairness Project, a group that supports state ballot measure efforts, said Wednesday that the results were clearly mixed.
"I don't think that there is a supporter of abortion rights in America who is waking up thrilled today, given the federal landscape," she said. Even so, she added, "It is incredible that in a country that has such a deep rightward shift, almost coast to coast, voters in Missouri -- one of the reddest states in the country -- rallied together, put a question of a right to abortion on the ballot and passed it."

In St. Petersburg, Florida, Melissa Estes, manager of a Planned Parenthood health center, kisses the hand of fiancee Sabrina Dennig as advocates of the state's proposed Amendment 4 see it falling short Tuesday night. (Rebecca Blackwell/AP)


As of reported votes by Wednesday evening, data showed that voters in about 83 counties nationwide supported both Trump and state abortion measures; more than half were suburban counties. Such split voting was especially common in Montana, where a third of counties backed Trump and the proposed abortion amendment, and Florida, where nearly a third of counties did.
"These results send a clear message that Americans want the government out of our personal health-care decisions, especially pregnancy and abortion, and that for people across the political spectrum, abortion is essential health care, not a political football," said Dawn Penich, a spokeswoman for Arizona's Proposition 139 campaign.
In Florida, Mat Staver of Liberty Counsel celebrated what happened there with a forceful declaration on X. He noted that all abortion ballot measures since the fall of Roe v. Wade in 2022 had succeeded in states -- until Tuesday.
"The defeat of #Amendment4 in Florida is the first pro-life ballot victory for life since the fall of Roe," he posted. "Up until now, the pro-life movement was zero-for-seven since Dobbs. This is HUGE!"
Yet state Rep. Michele Rayner (D), who won reelection Tuesday, said Democrats in Tallahassee probably will push back by filing bills to try to blunt the impact of the state's six-week abortion ban. She attended a watch party that night for the amendment's supporters, whose mood went from cautious optimism to anger as the vote tally turned against them.
Some in the crowd of about 200 said they were determined to challenge the ban again, whether through another constitutional amendment, new legislation or a call for Trump -- who called the state's law too extreme -- to end it.
"The reality is, a majority of Floridians in what is the most conservative presidential election in Florida history just voted to end Florida's abortion ban," Lauren Brenzel, director of the Yes on 4 campaign, told those gathered. "Republicans, Democrats and independents do not support these extreme bans on abortion."
Nebraska voters went further. They not only rejected a measure that would have protected abortion until fetal viability, about 24 weeks, but by a 10-point margin also enshrined the current 12-week abortion ban in the state constitution.
Allie Berry, campaign manager for Protect Our Rights, the citizen-led drive to broaden abortion access there, warned in a statement that "Nebraska politicians are one step closer to passing a total abortion ban." If they do, Gov. Jim Pillen (R) has promised to sign it.

Planned Parenthood community organizers in Phoenix watch results come in Tuesday for Arizona's Proposition 139 to protect abortion access in the state. (Caitlin O'Hara/Reuters)


Missouri's proposed amendment guaranteeing a right to reproductive freedom passed by a modest margin. Deirdre Schifeling, chief political and advocacy officer at the American Civil Liberties Union, was not surprised it garnered bipartisan support. Women there have lived under a near-total abortion ban for the last two years, she noted, so "this is not a theoretical thing for them."
On Wednesday, two Planned Parenthood providers went to court to quickly restore abortion access in the state. The lawsuit from Planned Parenthood Great Plains and Planned Parenthood Great Rivers seeks to block state laws that now conflict with Missouri's constitution, including abortion facility requirements, hospital admitting privileges, counseling requirements and criminal penalties.
"Missourians have spoken and we're ready to deliver," Emily Wales, president and CEO of Planned Parenthood Great Plains, said in a statement. Planned Parenthood has Missouri-based physicians and staff members who previously provided abortion services at locations in two cities prepared to restart abortion services as soon as courts allow, she said. "We're ready to go."
But pushback has already begun, with some in the GOP-led legislature vowing to overturn the measure with one of their own. "This won't be the last time Missourians vote on so-called 'reproductive rights,'" Sen. Mary Elizabeth Coleman (R) said in a statement. "I will do everything in my power to ensure that vote happens."
And Wales acknowledged that Tuesday's state-level victories were tempered by actions that the next Trump administration could take, especially in restricting the two drugs used in medication abortions. "It's a sobering thought for us," she said. "There are potential bans at the federal level and also regulatory attacks that could affect our work."
Trump declined to reveal how he voted on Florida's abortion initiative when he cast his ballot in Palm Beach. While he has said he won't pursue a national abortion ban, he has been less clear about other potential actions.
"Trump managed the abortion issue by muddying the waters about what he was going to do" during his campaign, said Mary Ziegler, a law professor at the University of California at Davis who studies abortion history. "I don't think we have a clear sense of where he's going to go, and I don't think we will until we see the people he's putting in power."

Supporters of a Missouri ballot measure on abortion cheer its passage at a gathering in Kansas City on Tuesday. (Charlie Riedel/AP)


During his last administration, Trump appointed Charmaine Yoest, a former president of the antiabortion Americans United for Life, to a senior position at the Department of Health and Human Services. He also appointed E. Scott Lloyd, an antiabortion former attorney for the Knights of Columbus, to head of the Office of Refugee Resettlement, where Lloyd acted to block a migrant teenager from obtaining an abortion even though she said she had been raped.
Robert F. Kennedy Jr., who is serving on Trump's transition team, already has recommended Florida Surgeon General Joseph Ladapo for HHS secretary. Ladapo is an appointee of Gov. Ron DeSantis (R), who used the state health agency to fight the abortion ballot measure.
Ziegler expects abortion rights advocates to try again in Florida and Nebraska and then launch similar campaigns in Oklahoma, Tennessee and Arkansas, where state officials blocked a ballot measure this year by questioning petition signatures gathered by supporters.
But it's more likely, she said, that abortion opponents will pursue actions through Trump that could have far-reaching consequences. His next administration, for example, could impose limits on abortion pills through the Food and Drug Administration and could unilaterally enforce the Comstock Act, an 1873 law making it a federal crime to send or receive materials "designed, adapted, or intended" for "obscene" or "abortion-causing" purposes.
Antiabortion groups have argued -- including in Project 2025, a conservative blueprint for the next Trump administration -- that the law criminalizes the delivery or receipt of such drugs and medical instruments. Medication abortions represented 63 percent of the more than 1 million abortions nationwide last year, according to the Guttmacher Institute.
"We'll see if Trump is true to his more recent claims that he's going to let states decide," said Rachel Rebouche, dean of Temple University's law school. "There's a lot that federal agencies can do to impede access."
Rebouche predicts other new frontiers in the abortion wars, including so-called "abortion trafficking" laws designed to prevent people from seeking abortions out of state. Idaho passed the first such law last year, but it was blocked by a federal judge. Several Texas counties have passed abortion travel ban ordinances, though Amarillo rejected one by 20 percentage points on Tuesday -- a notable rebuke in the conservative panhandle.
In states with abortion bans, Rebouche also anticipates conservative officials pursuing policies or filing legal challenges that could force the Trump administration to restrict abortion nationally.
Last month, the U.S. Supreme Court refused to require doctors in Texas to perform certain emergency abortions when the procedure conflicted with the state's strict ban. Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton, a staunch Trump ally, had alleged federal overreach when he sued the Biden administration, which unsuccessfully fought back.
"An administration that has no interest in protecting abortion rights could say nothing," Rebouche said. And if the high court upholds a state's position, "doing nothing could do something."
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Republicans see possible path to total control of Washington
With the White House and Senate in hand, the GOP only needs the House to secure a governing trifecta.
By Marianna Sotomayor | 2024-11-07

House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) is joined by his wife Kelly, left, during an election night watch party Nov. 5 in Shreveport. (Matthew Hinton/AP)


Dozens of House races remained too close to call Wednesday, leaving control of the chamber in question -- and Democrats increasingly nervous.
Should Democrats win control of the House, it would serve as the only check on a second Trump administration and the GOP-led Senate. If Republicans win, solidifying a trifecta in Washington, Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) has promised to launch "the most aggressive 100-day agenda of the modern era" in close coordination with President-elect Donald Trump.
On Wednesday, Republican lawmakers and campaign strategists said they were feeling optimistic about their chances given Trump's decisive win. Democrats still see a narrow pathway, but they have less room for error.
"House Republicans have been successful in securing critical flips in swing states including Pennsylvania and Michigan, while our battle-tested incumbents have secured reelection from coast to coast," Johnson said in a statement. "The latest data and trends indicate that when all the votes are tabulated, Republicans will have held our majority, even though we faced a map with 18 Biden-won seats."
It could take days, if not weeks, to know where things land.
Democrats have so far made significant inroads in New York, turning back almost all the losses that helped the Republicans win the majority in 2022 -- thanks, at least in part, to support from House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries and other New York Democrats, who threw money and volunteers at key races. Freshmen House Republicans Brandon Williams and Marcus J. Molinaro lost their seats, while Rep. Anthony D'Esposito is losing to Democrat Laura Gillen in a race that remains too close to call.
"As a result of the enduring strength of our battle-tested incumbents, critical open seat holds in Virginia and Michigan, victories in Alabama and Louisiana and flipping four Republican-held seats in New York this year, the House remains very much in play," Jeffries said in a statement.
But Democratic gains were effectively canceled out by Republican wins in Michigan and Pennsylvania. GOP candidate Tom Barrett flipped Michigan's 7th District. And though their races have yet to be called, House Democrats Susan Wild and Matt Cartwright of Pennsylvania conceded.
"There's still very much a path here, but it's tougher given how everything has fallen over the last 24 hours," one senior Democratic campaign strategist said.
Some House Republicans expressed surprise at how well they were doing despite their chaotic handling of the majority this term. "Shocking to me," one House Republican said of the results so far. Both the Democratic campaign strategist and the House Republican, as well as several other lawmakers and strategists from both parties, spoke on the condition of anonymity to share private assessments.
If Republicans keep the House majority, Johnson will likely remain speaker next year. While he has yet to detail the agenda he has set out with Trump and Senate Republicans, he has hinted about immediately passing a border security bill, then working to quickly reauthorize Trump's 2017 tax law, which is set to expire at the end of 2025.
If the Republican majority is narrower than before, passing legislation will be tough thanks to ongoing intraparty battles.
Democrats were once confident they could flip seats in Iowa and Nebraska, but some now privately concede they are preparing for losses in these districts. They still feel bullish on winning back Oregon's 5th District, where Janelle Bynum holds a narrow lead over GOP Rep. Lori Chavez-DeRemer. Two districts in Arizona remain too close to call.
The majority now runs through California, which has five swing districts that remain toss-ups. If Democrats can flip all of them, they can win back the House majority, but Democratic campaign strategists are worried that they will only pick up one or two. It will probably take days to know the outcome of the California races. In 2022, it took more than a week.
Democrats are increasingly concerned that California may not bring the wins they need.
"Some of the dust is still settling, but this is pretty close to a worst-case scenario," Rep. Jared Huffman (D-California) said.
House Democrats will convene virtually on Thursday to discuss their path forward. On Wednesday, several expressed shock that Harris and some downballot Democrats lost with key demographics that were once seen as sure bets for Democrats, like the working class and Latinos.
"It's going to take the center left" to appeal to those constituencies and many others, one House Democrat predicted.
Rep. Don Beyer (D-Virginia) said "everyone is disappointed," but that Democrats were leading by example by conceding in races rather than contesting the election results.
"It's not the outcome we wanted, but this is what our democracy just did, so that's worth protecting," he said. "Democrats still want to be able to restore confidence in our electoral system, and that's the benefit of this."
Leigh Ann Caldwell contributed to this report.
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Republican election denial claims take a hiatus with Trump's victory
The true test of a democracy is accepting the result even when the other side wins, say election officials and some Democratic leaders
By Amy Gardner, Colby Itkowitz, Yvonne Wingett Sanchez, Patrick Marley | 2024-11-07

Georgia Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger (R) visits poll workers in Atlanta on Election Day. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


A remarkable thing happened Tuesday night on an "election integrity" discussion page on the social media platform X, as it became clear that former president Donald Trump was headed to a decisive victory against Vice President Kamala Harris.
It got quiet.
Created by X owner Elon Musk's America PAC, the page had provided a platform viewed by millions of users for rapid-fire updates about power outages causing poll closures, Russia-linked bomb threats and unsubstantiated accusations that run-of-the mill voting problems were the work of devious Democrats trying to steal the election.
Around midnight, however, interest in the forum plummeted. With Trump winning back the White House, the urgency to investigate wrongdoing subsided. In its place came a spike of self-congratulation as those who believe Joe Biden's 2020 victory was riddled with fraud took credit for preventing similar corruption this year.
"Shoutout to you all for keeping this election from being stolen this year, you are all heroes!" X user Donna Marie wrote. "I did a very small part as a Republican Judge at the polls, but you are the real MVP's! God Bless You All!"
Election authorities and Democratic leaders took a different view. Some accused Republicans of contesting elections only whey they don't like the outcome. Others credited front-line administrators with running a remarkably smooth election -- just as they had in 2020, when Trump and his allies baselessly accused state and local authorities of stealing the result.
The true test of a democracy, several said, is accepting the result even when the other side wins.
"Their claims were never based in reality," said Stacy Pearson, a Democratic consultant in Arizona. "They were always contesting their loss -- not the process."
Republicans said it was their own efforts to secure elections over the past several years that allowed the election to proceed as smoothly as it did. They brought a flood of litigation before the election over how it would be conducted, and recruited thousands of poll observers to watch the voting and counting process for signs of impropriety.
Brian Schimming, the chairman of the Wisconsin Republican Party, credited Trump's win in the battleground state to an "excellent election integrity operation."
Such statements rankled election officials, who credited the hard work of rank-and-file poll workers with Tuesday's success -- and also with what they deemed the successful election of 2020. "That's undermining to all the people who are working their hearts out there," Nevada Secretary of State Cisco Aguilar (D) said.
"Last night went so smoothly because of the hardworking election workers in Nevada and across the country, not because any single candidate or party won election," Aguilar said. "Our democratic process is secure, and people should be confident in the results, even if they didn't come out like they hoped."
Georgia Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger (R) said much the same. Georgia is "the most secure, free and fair place to vote in the United States," he told reporters Tuesday before polls had closed, noting that the day was proceeding smoothly despite heavy turnout. "Lines are moving and check-in is really quick," he said. "I think it shows you that people have confidence in the system."
Josh Maxwell, a Democratic county commissioner in Pennsylvania's Chester County, outside Philadelphia, said there was a lot of pressure on election officials to prove they could run a secure election -- especially as Trump singled out Pennsylvania as ripe for fraud in the closing weeks of the campaign.
"We had to handle a lot of adversity to get the ballots counted accurately because of the predisposition that election workers are nefarious," he said. "Our teams in Pennsylvania overcame that argument and succeeded."

Raffensperger and Deputy Secretary of State Jordan Fuchs, right, walk into an office to to speak about Georgia's election process Tuesday. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)



Raffensperger works with Fuchs and other staff as Georgia votes are counted in Atlanta on Tuesday. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


In a conservative county where election misinformation thrives south of Phoenix, county recorder Dana Lewis said efforts to be "radically transparent" about their operations paid off. After years combating false claims about Trump's 2020 loss, "the only place to go was up, honestly," said Lewis, a Republican. She credited the county's "overcommunication" with voters about how elections work.
"When voters don't understand our processes, they make up stories," she said. "To be able to pull back that veil and give them complete and total understanding worked."
Experts cautioned that election denial is not dead, pointing to the dozens of candidates for Congress as well as local office who won on Tuesday and who have questioned Trump's defeat in 2020. And smaller strains of skepticism cropped up on Twitter early Wednesday. The phrase "TRUMP CHEATED" trended with 183,000 posts, and the hashtag #20millionvotes became popular on both sides of the political spectrum as users offered wildly divergent theories on why so many fewer Americans voted for Harris this year than for Biden in 2020. (The difference is closer to 14 million but seemed higher Tuesday night when the hashtag emerged.)
On the Republican side, the discrepancy offered fresh evidence to continue questioning how the 2020 election was conducted. "Are you really telling me she underperformed Joe Biden by that much?" asked Kelly Sackett, GOP chairwoman in Kalamazoo County, Mich. "We won, but that doesn't mean we overlook things we have questions about."
On the Democratic side, some speculated that the reverse was true about the numerical discrepancy: that a large tranche of Harris votes must still be missing. Demands for investigation percolated on X for much of the day. "I wholeheartedly do not believe that this many people just decided not to vote," one Harris supporter wrote.
The rumors from left-leaning figures are not getting as much traction as election fraud narratives in 2020, in part because they have not been amplified by major politicians or candidates, said Kate Starbird, the co-founder of the University of Washington's Center for an Informed Public.
"It's happening," she said. "It's just happening at a really low level."
Harris called Trump on Wednesday to congratulate him on the victory, and no major national Democratic figures appeared to question the outcome. That was made easier by a relatively glitch-free day of voting.
"We must accept the results of this election," Harris told her supporters in a concession speech Wednesday afternoon. "We will engage in a peaceful transfer of power."

Raffensperger reads his notes before speaking to journalists late Tuesday night. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)



Former Georgia senator Saxby Chambliss stands with Raffensperger on Tuesday. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


In Arizona, where Trump's assault on elections has contributed to a tense political climate, suspicions had not entirely dissipated Wednesday. Election officials were still counting hundreds of thousands of ballots, and in Maricopa County, home to Phoenix and most of the state's voters, election officials said it could take as many as 13 days to finish, a timeline that frustrated many Republicans and Trump-aligned candidates.
When the GOP-led Maricopa County governing board met for a regular meeting, they were greeted by about two dozen restless constituents there to complain about the election. Some berated the board that final results were not yet available, with some falsely saying members had stopped counting. Others spread false accusations about election equipment. One speaker asked county employees to "become a whistleblower" and report "insider knowledge of all of your cheating." At one point, a shouting match ensued between a critic and the board's lone Democratic member.
One potential flash point nationally was bomb threats into heavily Democratic polling locations in several swing states, some of which forced evacuations and paused voting. That included at least a half-dozen sites in Georgia. Although it's hard to know how many voters never returned to cast their ballots, officials in Georgia said there's no way the threats could have altered the outcome in a state that Trump appears to have won by more than 100,000 votes.
Some Democrats said Trump allies would have seized on the threats had they targeted GOP-heavy precincts and had Trump lost. Republicans also appeared to be gearing up to complain about a counting delay in Milwaukee. After counting 31,000 ballots, county officials discovered they had not locked doors on voting tabulators. They secured the doors, checked to ensure there were no signs of tampering and retabulated the ballots.
Soon after the issue was discovered, Sen. Ron Johnson (R-Wisconsin) made an impromptu visit to the counting center for a tour of the facility. He told the city's elections director that he wanted videos and other records. Afterward, he called the city's vote-counting process "unbelievably sloppy."
"They were looking for any advantage," said Pearson, the Democratic consultant in Arizona. "By bomb threat or by printer ink, it would have been their excuse" if Republicans had ended up behind, she added.

Raffensperger with Chief Operating Officer Gabriel Sterling. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


Some predicted that Trump's victory could embolden election deniers at the state and local level to continue their campaign of imposing security measures on the elections process.
In Maricopa County, voters chose a Trump-aligned Republican to run elections. The direction of the county's governing board -- which rejected attempts by Trump and his allies to reverse his loss in 2020 -- is still unclear. Rep. Debbie Lesko (R-Arizona), who voted in Congress on Jan. 6, 2021, to overturn the 2020 election results, won a board seat to represent a GOP-rich area west of Phoenix.
Trump campaigned this year by saying Republicans needed to "swamp the vote" and get out in such large numbers that they made the election "too big to rig." That gives them an easy path to return to denialism, said Rick Hasen, director of UCLA's Safeguarding Democracy Project.
"There are certainly arguments that could be raised to try to revive this kind of denialism in the future should there be a political reason for it," Hasen said.
Jeremy Merrill, Clare Ence Morse and Cat Zakrzewski contributed to this report. Marley reported from Madison, Wisconsin, Wingett Sanchez from Phoenix and Itkowitz from Philadelphia.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2024/11/06/voter-fraud-trump/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Trump and allies prepare to take power after decisive win over Harris
The president-elect's team has zeroed in on some contenders for top appointments, including Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Florida) and billionaire hedge fund investor John Paulson.
By Jacqueline Alemany, Josh Dawsey, Hannah Knowles, Marianne LeVine, Perry Stein | 2024-11-07

Donald Trump addresses the crowd during an election night party at the Palm Beach County Convention Center in Florida on Wednesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


President-elect Donald Trump and his allies prepared Wednesday to take power after a decisive election victory that could hand Republicans unified control of government and give Trump a broad mandate to pursue an agenda of radical change.
Vice President Kamala Harris called Trump to concede and then addressed supporters in the afternoon, saying she told Trump she would help with his transition and "engage in a peaceful transfer of power." Republicans have clinched the Senate majority; the race for House control is still unsettled, but the GOP is on track to retaining control.
Trump's team has already zeroed in on some candidates for top appointments. Billionaire hedge fund investor John Paulson and economic adviser Scott Bessent are contenders for treasury secretary, according to multiple people familiar with the matter who, like others, spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe internal discussions. Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Florida), who was a finalist to become Trump's running-mate, and former acting director of national intelligence Richard Grenell are under consideration for secretary of state, people familiar with the deliberations said.
Another vice-presidential finalist, North Dakota Gov. Doug Burgum (R), is expected to join the Cabinet, along with Vivek Ramaswamy, a primary rival-turned-ally to Trump, said people familiar with the deliberations. And people in Trump's orbit have floated Sen. Tom Cotton (R-Arkansas) for defense secretary, according to a Trump adviser.

Former president Donald Trump celebrated with his family and supporters in West Palm Beach, Florida, as he neared victory in the presidential race on Nov. 6.


The first big decision Trump must make is who will be his chief of staff. Susie Wiles, his top campaign adviser, is a leading contender, multiple Trump advisers said. Others who have been discussed include Brooke Rollins, who is part of a Trump-aligned outside group.
Multiple advisers said Trump's team had silently reviewed thousands of names for jobs -- they did not want the spotlight before the election because Trump was superstitious and skeptical of a transition. The names are almost all recommendations from other Trump advisers, and a goal is to avoid disloyal picks who would want to subvert Trump's agenda, the person said.
Trump himself has signaled particular interest in the Justice and Defense Departments, advisers said, believing those agencies regularly stymied him in a first term. Advisers were also beginning discussions Wednesday about how they would run the inauguration.
Trump campaign spokeswoman Karoline Leavitt said in a statement that Trump "will begin making decisions" on personnel soon and said, "Those decisions will be announced when they are made."
In a separate statement Wednesday evening, Trump spokesman Steven Cheung said President Joe Biden invited Trump to the White House "to ensure a smooth transition" and that Trump "looks forward to the meeting, which will take place shortly."
Harris, in her concession speech, nodded to people worried about the outcome of the election. "I know many people feel like we are entering a dark time, but for the benefit of us all, I hope that is not the case," Harris said. She added: "If it is, let us fill the sky with the light of a brilliant, brilliant billion of stars."
Trump has been vague about how he would achieve many of his sweeping promises, which range from carrying out the largest-ever deportation of undocumented immigrants to ending the war in Ukraine. He has signaled he would reshuffle certain functions of government to increase presidential authority, weaken legal accountability, and expand his ability to bypass Congress. Appointing loyalists willing to push the limits of government power to enact his plans could be key to his success in resuming the aggressive approach he wielded during his first term to undo his predecessor's legacy, broadly expand presidential power and reshape America's global role.
One of the most consequential appointments, those close to Trump say, could be attorney general. Many names of potential candidates are circulating among Trump allies, according to a person in Trump's legal orbit -- among them Sen. Mike Lee (R-Utah), Sen. Eric Schmitt (R-Missouri) and John Ratcliffe, Trump's former director of national intelligence. Those working on transition efforts know it's possible that Trump changes his mind at the last minute and nominates someone to the top law enforcement position who the transition team may not be seriously considering at the moment, this person said.
Trump has said he will fire special counsel Jack Smith, which would effectively end the Justice Department's two criminal cases against him. His relationship with the Justice Department in the first term -- where he often pressured officials -- is expected to be among the most closely watched in a second term, as Trump has said in the past he wants the department to investigate critics.
Some of the other names under consideration for senior jobs in Trump's second term have further underscored his unorthodox approach to governing. The Washington Post reported last week that Robert F. Kennedy Jr., who has expressed skepticism of vaccines, is expected to have a role in overseeing health and food safety and has been drafting plans to "clean up corruption and conflicts at the agencies" and "end the chronic disease epidemic" during Trump's first 100 days back in office. He told MSNBC on Wednesday morning that he intended to eliminate entire departments from the Food and Drug Administration. Kennedy's involvement has caused consternation among public health experts and leaders who fear he will undercut the country's public health infrastructure.
If Republicans control both chambers of Congress, some of Trump's far-reaching proposals could become more feasible. But others would remain unlikely to pass. Trump's push to eliminate the Department of Education, for instance, would likely require a supermajority of 60 votes in the Senate -- a difficult if not impossible hurdle to surmount.
Republican control of the Senate also puts some of Trump's appointments on a glide path and makes controversial picks more feasible, as many will require confirmation by the upper chamber.
Asked Wednesday whether he would confirm Kennedy in a cabinet-level role, Rubio replied that the GOP-controlled Senate would have "great deference to a president that just won a stunning -- what I think is an electoral college landslide when all is said and done."
Multiple conservative groups were jockeying for influence in a second Trump administration well before his Wednesday victory. Trump forcefully distanced himself from a Heritage Foundation-led policy and personnel initiative called Project 2025 during the campaign as Democrats made it an attack line -- and he tapped transition chairs affiliated with a different pro-Trump group, the America First Policy Institute.
Those transition chairs, Linda McMahon and Howard Lutnick, have largely relied on insiders affiliated with the America First Policy Institute to handle the vetting of Trump administration candidates.
McMahon's name is circulating as a possible commerce secretary, the Trump adviser said. McMahon led the Small Business Administration in Trump's first term.
Still, some of the names under consideration for plum appointments are directly affiliated with Project 2025, such as Brendan Carr, a senior Republican on the Federal Communications Commission who is thought of as a front-runner for Trump's FCC chairman. He wrote a chapter of Project 2025 that proposed wielding the agency to remedy grievances conservatives have against alleged censorship by Big Tech, and appeared to be receptive to Trump's calls to crackdown on broadcasters over alleged bias.
Despite his disavowals of Project 2025 during the campaign, Trump shares many of its goals -- especially its focus on appointing loyalists and continuing his overhaul of federal hiring rules called Schedule F, which would allow appointees to purge agencies of federal workers and replace them with Trump allies. Trump began implementation of Schedule F via executive order at the end of his first administration but ran out of time. He is likely to eliminate a rule issued by the Biden administration designed to make it hard for Trump to reinstate the overhaul, The Post reported last week.
Trump allies have also touted plans to implement new federal operations, such as the "Department of Government Efficiency" -- a plan billionaire Elon Musk hatched to dramatically slash the federal budget by at least $2 trillion after a formal review of federal agencies. Trump called Musk a "new star" in his victory speech, and Musk, who was by his side as election results trickled in, wrote excitedly on X about the future Trump administration.
Musk reposted a picture of him sitting with Trump and another ally at a dining table on the night of Trump's victory with the caption: "CEO, CMO, CTO of the USA."
Leigh Ann Caldwell and Isaac Arnsdorf contributed to this report.
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What a second Trump presidency could mean for America
A second Donald Trump presidency could bring about massive change: tariffs, a rollback of climate rules and a crackdown on dissent.
By Amber Phillips | 2024-11-07

Donald Trump walks out to speak at a campaign rally in Raleigh, North Carolina, on Monday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Donald Trump will be the next president of the United States, returning to the White House after he was impeached twice and convicted of state crimes. He campaigned on bringing about massive change to the country by instituting tariffs on most imports, attempting a mass deportation, rolling back climate regulations and cracking down on dissent.
Trump won after he campaigned on nativist and, at times, racist rhetoric about immigrants. He spent his campaign trying to convince voters that their financial livelihoods were better when he was in office. Trump also unleashed a tidal wave of falsehoods, promised to deport millions living in the country illegally, said he would protect American women whether they "like it or not" and threatened to exact retribution against his opponents.
Here's what happens next and what changes Trump could make during his second presidency.
Trump has indicated he'll try to greatly expand presidential power to crack down on dissent and install loyalists in the federal government. Some specifics:
It's also widely expected that at least some of the plans from Project 2025 will come to fruition. Project 2025 is a proposal written by former and likely future leaders of his administration designed to lurch the country to the right. It calls for making reproductive care -- particularly abortion pills -- harder to get, eliminating the Education Department, shuttering the government's hurricane forecasting agency, building camps to detain children and families at the border, banning transgender people from the military, and potentially requiring mandatory military service. Trump distanced himself from the document during the campaign, but many who wrote it served in his first administration and could join the next.
Trump's central economic pitch is to institute tariffs on nearly all U.S. imports. He says it will help bring back manufacturing jobs. Many economists say this would jolt global trade and raise prices for all Americans by potentially thousands of dollars a year because so many goods Americans buy are made overseas. Trump has also said he would cut taxes for corporations and end taxes on tips, overtime and Social Security.
On health care, Trump said he will let Robert F. Kennedy Jr., a vaccine skeptic open to removing fluoride in drinking water, run federal health policy. And Trump and congressional Republicans have said they'll try to overhaul the Affordable Care Act if they win control of Congress, too.
Trump has said climate change is a "hoax" and campaigned to end the Biden administration's climate initiatives and rules aimed at lowering emissions that contribute to global warming and extreme weather. Trump instead has said he will expand oil and gas drilling in the United States.
He and his allies have also drafted plans to crack down on legal immigration by making it harder for U.S. companies to hire foreign-born seasonal workers.
On foreign policy, Trump could further disrupt the world order by leaving NATO or severely weakening the 75-year-old transatlantic military alliance. He has also expressed skepticism at continuing U.S. aid for Ukraine to fight back Russia's invasion. He has said little of the war in the Middle East but has privately expressed support for Israel's prime minister "to do what you have to do," The Washington Post reported.
While Trump waffled during the campaign on whether he would veto a national abortion ban, he tweeted early last month that he would do so.
His agenda got a boost because Republicans also won back the Senate, which is increasingly filled with Trump loyalists. The GOP, however, is still fighting to keep control of the House of Representatives. If Democrats win it, they could block legislation with a simple majority.
Trump is the first former president to lose then come back and win reelection since Grover Cleveland in 1892. At 78, he will also be the oldest person ever elected president, just slightly older than Biden was. And he is first president to be convicted of a crime after he was found guilty in May of falsifying business records to hide a hush money payment to an adult-film actress.
The U.S. election is really 51 elections, and it's the electoral college that decides who is president. Each state and the District of Columbia have an allotted number of electoral college votes.
To win the presidency, Trump had to secure 270 of those votes. Results are still being counted, but he has surpassed that number. He did this by winning North Carolina for the third presidential election in a row, then winning back Georgia, Pennsylvania and Michigan, three states he lost in 2020.
Trump dominated among his base, particularly White working-class men. But he also did well with Latino voters and ate into Democrats' edge with younger voters and in some urban centers, according to preliminary exit polls.
In 2020, Biden won Latinos by 33 percentage points. Harris won Latino voters by only 8 percentage points. And Trump became the first Republican president to win Miami-Dade County, a heavily Hispanic area, since 1988.
"It's a political victory that our country has never seen before -- nothing like this," Trump said as he addressed supporters in Florida early Wednesday.
The popular vote is the total number of votes in the election, regardless of state. It doesn't decide the winner -- that's the electoral college -- but winning it can give a president more of a mandate.
Democrats have won the popular vote in seven of the eight past elections, even when they lost the electoral college. But Trump's strong performance across the country, not just in battleground states, could mean he wins the popular vote for the first time in any of his three presidential runs. We'll know once all the votes are counted, which could take days.
She decided not to address supporters on election night. But she addressed them on Wednesday at Howard University, where she said she called Trump and conceded the race, and she promised as vice president to uphold "a peaceful transfer of power."
Here's the process:
The Post goes into greater detail here.
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The historic firsts of the 2024 election
Voters in Delaware elected the first openly transgender member of Congress, and two Black women will serve in the U.S. Senate for the first time.
By Brianna Tucker | 2024-11-06

Sarah McBride, left, and Lily Eskelsen Garcia read to kindergartners in Arlington, Virginia, on Feb. 28, 2019. McBride is set to become the first openly transgender member of Congress. (Debbie Truong/The Washington Post)


The results of the 2024 election broke barriers across the country.
Donald Trump is projected to win the White House to become the oldest person ever elected president. His victory also paves the way for his running mate, Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio), to become the country's first millennial vice president.
Voters in Delaware elected the first openly transgender member of Congress, and New Jersey elected the country's first Korean American senator.
Here are some of the historic firsts of the 2024 election:

Donald Trump speaks Wednesday at an election party in West Palm Beach, Florida. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Trump is the projected winner to be the 47th president of the United States, becoming the first felon to win the presidency and the oldest person, at age 78, to be elected president.
Trump's historic win paves the way for his running mate, Vance, to become the first millennial vice president and one of the youngest vice presidents in U.S. history at 40. He will also be the first Marine veteran to be vice president. Vance, formerly one of Trump's strongest critics, rose to fame as the author of a best-selling memoir, "Hillbilly Elegy" and then won his Senate seat in 2022.
Usha Vance, 38, a lawyer and the spouse of JD Vance, is set to become the first Indian American and Hindu second lady after Trump's election.

Rep. Lisa Blunt Rochester speaks at a watch party in Wilmington, Delaware, on election night. (Pamela Smith/AP)


Rep. Lisa Blunt Rochester (D) will become the first woman to represent Delaware in the Senate. She will be among the five Black women to have ever served in the chamber, following Carol Moseley Braun (D-Illinois), Kamala Harris (D-California) and Laphonza Butler (D-California). Angela Alsobrooks was also elected the first Black woman to represent Maryland in the Senate on Tuesday. Rochester, 62, was heavily favored to win in solidly blue Delaware.

Democrat Angela Alsobrooks gave a speech after she was projected to win Maryland's Senate race Nov. 5, defeating former Maryland governor Larry Hogan (R).


Angela Alsobrooks, 53, will be the first Black woman to represent Maryland in the Senate after a seismic victory against former Maryland GOP governor Larry Hogan. Alsobrooks, a county executive and former state's attorney for Prince George's County, and Rochester (D-Delaware) will also make history as the first two Black women to serve in the Senate at the same time.
Delaware state Sen. Sarah McBride (D), 34, is set to become the first openly transgender member of Congress, after winning the state's sole House seat. McBride first made history as the country's first openly transgender state senator when she won her election in November 2020, and she fills the seat vacated by Blunt Rochester.
Texas state Rep. Julie Johnson, a 58-year-old Democrat, is projected to win her race to represent Texas's 32nd District in the House and would become the first openly LGBTQ person elected to Congress from the South. She fills the seat left by Rep. Colin Allred, who made an unsuccessful bid to oust Republican Sen. Ted Cruz.
Washington state Sen. Emily Randall, 39, will become the first queer Latina to serve in Congress after winning the open seat in Washington's 6th District.
Rep. Andy Kim (D), 42, will fill the Senate seat for New Jersey occupied, until recently, by Democrat Bob Menendez, who resigned in August following a federal bribery conviction. He becomes the first Korean American to serve in the Senate.

Rep. Andy Kim greets supporters outside the Bergen County Democratic convention in Paramus, New Jersey, on March 4. (Seth Wenig/AP)
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Harris concedes to Trump but says 'fight that fueled this campaign' endures
Harris addressed the nation from her alma mater, Howard University. It was her public appearance since Trump won the presidential race.
By Cleve R. Wootson Jr. | 2024-11-07

Vice President Kamala Harris conceded the presidential race on Nov. 6 at Howard University, but said, "I do not concede the fight that fueled this campaign."


Vice President Kamala Harris marked the end of a truncated but bruising campaign on Wednesday, conceding the race to President-elect Donald Trump and telling her millions of supporters that they must move forward as one nation, despite her loss.
Harris's concession speech sought to balance her respect for the will of American voters and the dire warnings she issued about Trump on the campaign trail. Speaking from Howard University in Washington, D.C., Harris urged those who voted for her to have deference for America's institutions even if they have disdain for Trump.
"I know folks are feeling and experiencing a range of emotions right now. I get it. But we must accept the results of this election," she said. "In our nation, we owe loyalty not to a president or a party but to the Constitution."
Harris added that while she concedes this election, she does not "concede the fight that fueled this campaign." She vowed to continue fighting for reproductive rights, the end of gun violence, democracy and the rule of law.
Harris's characterization of Trump on the campaign trail often went further than policy differences and competing visions for the country. She has bluntly described Trump as a fascist with autocratic aspirations who is out for unchecked power. She and her surrogates have spent weeks reminding voters at every turn that Trump had been convicted of 34 felony counts and impeached twice, which they cast as a sharp contrast to Harris, a former prosecutor. In her closing message before the election, Harris asked voters to envision Trump's first day back in the Oval Office, stewing over his perceived list of enemies.
"Donald Trump has this desire to be a dictator," she said on Howard Stern's radio show last month. "He admires strongmen and he gets played by them because he thinks that they're his friends. And they are manipulating him full time and manipulating him by flattery."

Supporters listen to Harris's concession speech Wednesday at Howard University. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Harris's surrogates said it is important for her to appeal to her supporters' better angels even after Trump repeatedly disparaged the vice president on the campaign trail. The race featured harsh critiques on both sides. Trump, who for years has used inflammatory and sometimes racist language, accused Harris of only identifying as Black for the sake of political expediency, deliberately mispronounced her name and repeatedly insulted her intelligence.
Trump won the electoral college in Tuesday's election and is on pace to be the first Republican to win the popular vote since 2004. When Harris gave her concession speech on Wednesday, Trump had amassed 292 electoral votes.
Harris became the second woman to run for president as a major-party candidate, and the second to lose to Trump. The vice president's loss was the end to an unexpected, whirlwind campaign after she replaced President Joe Biden as the Democrats' choice in July.
Trump never conceded the 2020 election to Biden, and for the last four years he has falsely maintained that the election was rigged against him. After his defeat, he worked to overturn the results of the election, and encouraged his supporters to storm the U.S. Capitol on the day the election results were set to be certified in 2021, a violent insurrection that led to his second impeachment and left six people dead.
In Wednesday's concession speech, Harris stressed that the fight was not a physical one against other Americans, but a continuing push toward a better country.
"This is not a time to throw up our hands," she said. "This is a time to roll up our sleeves. This is a time to organize, to mobilize and to stay engaged for the sake of freedom and justice and the future that we all know we can build together."

Harris supporters embrace Wednesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Karen Finney, a Democratic strategist and Harris supporter, said Harris faced an obligation as the leader of the Democratic Party "to model what you would hope people would take away from this experience."
"There's a way to do it that isn't saying we all have to get in line and support his agenda. Of course not," Finney said. "The challenge is that when you're talking about opposition to Trump, it feels unfair because it is unfair, because it is asymmetrical, and he uses that against opponents all the time. But that doesn't mean you abandon your values."
A Trump spokesman said Harris and the president-elect had a civil conversation on Wednesday centered on national unity.
"President Donald J. Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris spoke by phone earlier today where she congratulated him on his historic victory," Trump campaign communications director Steven Cheung said in a statement. "President Trump acknowledged Vice President Harris on her strength, professionalism, and tenacity throughout the campaign, and both leaders agreed on the importance of unifying the country."
In her role as vice president, Harris will oversee the certification of Trump's win by Congress in January, meaning she will preside over the certification of her own loss. That certification will happen on Jan. 6, the four-year anniversary of a deadly insurrection at the U.S. Capitol fomented by Trump, who sought to overturn the results of the 2020 election.
Tyler Pager, Justine McDaniel and Amber Phillips contributed to this report.
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Harris defeat is a stinging verdict for the left 
For Harris, who is no stranger to setbacks, the presidential election result was a devastating defeat. 
By Peter Jamison, Cleve R. Wootson Jr. | 2024-11-06

Vice President Kamala Harris, at the Greater Emmanuel Institutional Church of God in Christ in Detroit on Nov. 3, struggled to separate herself from the Biden administration. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


When Vice President Kamala Harris took the reins of the Democratic Party just over 100 days ago, it was the latest triumph in a political career that has been marked by both reversals of fortune and history-making breakthroughs.
After years when she was at times dismissed as the misstep-prone understudy to an unpopular president, Harris -- the first Black and Indian American woman nominated for the presidency -- rose on a wave of left-wing enthusiasm after replacing President Joe Biden atop the ticket in July. She erased former president Donald Trump's lead in the polls, drew a billion dollars in donations and became the coconut-themed avatar of a party that suddenly dared to nourish hopes of keeping the White House.
Those hopes came crashing down on Tuesday night, when she suffered a resounding loss to Trump. While many of Harris's supporters had braced themselves for a tight election that could swing either way, the magnitude of Trump's rout was jarring: By Wednesday morning, the former president had swept five of the seven battleground states and appeared on his way to cinching the last two once votes in those places were counted. Trump was also on pace to win the popular vote, the first time a Republican nominee has done so in 20 years.
For Harris, who is no stranger to setbacks, it was a devastating defeat. But it was also a stinging verdict for the American left, which for the second time in three presidential elections has seen its standard-bearer rejected in a contest marked by dark strains of reactionary populism.
Harris always faced long odds as Biden's successor, struggling to separate herself from an administration that oversaw dramatic increases in inflation and illegal immigration -- two issues that were hugely potent against Democrats on the campaign trail. In the weeks and months ahead, experts will no doubt parse many lessons from the extraordinary campaign of 2024, which included two apparent assassination attempts, the late withdrawal of a nominee and a white-knuckle home stretch in which polls showed a race that was essentially tied.
For Democrats, those lessons are likely to be somber.
Harris was a flawed but fitting champion of the liberal coalition that has arisen against Trump's "Make America Great Again" movement: A multiracial child of immigrants and a career public servant, she has always combined left-leaning ideals with pragmatic governing instincts, and she ran a presidential campaign imbued with reverence for America's democratic institutions.
But in the end, she came up short against a 78-year-old felon and former reality television star who assailed those same institutions as corrupt. She was the second woman to lead a major party's presidential ticket -- and the second to lose to Trump, a White man who ran a campaign marked by brazen appeals to nativism, racism and misogyny.
The pain of that defeat -- and its implications for both Harris and her party -- were still being absorbed by Democrats on Wednesday as she addressed her supporters in a speech that sought to strike a hopeful tone even as members of the audience openly wept.
"The outcome of this election is not what we wanted, not what we fought for, not what we voted for, but hear me when I say the light of America's promise will always burn bright as long as we never give up and as long as we keep fighting," Harris said. "We will continue to wage this fight in the voting booths, in the courts and in the public square. And we will continue to wage it in quieter ways, by how we live our lives."
Harris said she would continue advocating for causes that animated her campaign, such as democracy and abortion, but otherwise offered no preview of what her future might hold. Parties do not typically offer failed presidential nominees a second chance -- although Trump is a notable exception to that rule.

Vice President Kamala Harris conceded the presidential race on Nov. 6 at Howard University, but said, "I do not concede the fight that fueled this campaign."


The moment's bitterness stands in contrast to Harris's beginning in politics, when she ran as a change agent against an unpopular district attorney in San Francisco. In that 2003 race, Harris -- an up-and-coming prosecutor -- defeated her old boss, Terence Hallinan, surging in the home stretch of a campaign in which she consistently trailed in the polls. One of her most memorable ads was a mailer that depicted the faces of San Francisco's previous DAs -- all White men -- and a simple statement: "It's time for a change."
Harris, the daughter of an Indian mother and a Jamaican father, was quickly picked out as a rising political star. In 2010, she was elected California attorney general. Once again, her opponent was a White man -- Los Angeles District Attorney Steve Cooley, a Republican -- and the race was extraordinarily tight. Cooley prematurely declared victory as votes were tallied on election night, but Harris regained the lead as mail-in and provisional ballots were counted, eventually winning by less than a percentage point.
In 2015, Harris ran against weak opponents for the U.S. Senate seat vacated by Barbara Boxer (D), easily winning. In Washington, she drew admiration for bringing her prosecutorial acumen to bear on the Trump administration's nominees. Her pointed questions to Brett M. Kavanaugh during his Supreme Court confirmation hearing and former attorney general Jeff Sessions became viral moments.
She harnessed that energy in 2019, when she launched her campaign for the Democratic presidential nomination with a speech attended by more than 20,000 people in Oakland, California. But Harris struggled to sustain her initial support in a field of two dozen contenders, and in the process she embraced a number of far-left positions that in recent months have come back to haunt her. With her campaign in disarray, she withdrew from the race in December 2019, before a single primary vote was cast.

Vice President Kamala Harris and President Joe Biden at a campaign event Sept. 2 in Pittsburgh. (Jeff Swensen for The Washington Post)


Her journey to the White House was revived by Biden, the successful Democratic nominee, who had vowed to pick a woman as his running mate. Together they defeated Trump, but as vice president, Harris got off to a rough start.
She bungled a high-profile television interview about the administration's actions on the southern border, and her office was troubled by a string of staff departures and a whisper campaign about her alleged ineptitude as a manager. Many Democrats came to believe she was not the party's heir apparent.
Those doubts persisted well into this summer, even after Biden came under pressure to step down from the ticket following a disastrous debate performance against Trump that reinforced voters' concerns about his age and mental acuity. When Biden obliged and bowed out on July 21, many Democrats, unconvinced of Harris's mettle, argued for a "mini-primary" to select a new nominee.
Once again, Harris overcame her skeptics. Biden endorsed her, and within 40 hours of his departure -- after a marathon spell working the phones to shore up support among party leaders -- she became the party's presumptive nominee. In a series of electric, albeit scripted, public appearances, she laid to rest many doubts born of her sometimes rocky record as a campaigner and inspired millions of people to once again see the political star power that had first distinguished her in California.
Harris's perennial weaknesses as a candidate did not disappear, although she often succeeded in mitigating them.
She has always struggled with tough questions from reporters, and for much of the campaign avoided news media interviews. She changed course in the later weeks of the campaign, making appearances not only on outlets such as CBS, CNN and NBC, but also on Fox News, where she sparred with anchor Bret Baier in a performance that thrilled her supporters even as it was panned by her detractors. Throughout the campaign, her critics attacked her for failing to articulate a clear set of policy priorities beyond the immediate need to defeat Trump.
But she also contended with a steady stream of acerbic -- and, often, identity-based -- attacks from her Republican opponent, who extended a long history of using derogatory and inflammatory language toward women, Black people and Latinos.
Trump accused Harris of hiding her Black heritage for much of her career and identifying as Black only for political expediency. (Harris has always identified herself as Black, and she attended Howard University, a historically Black institution that served as the site of her watch party Tuesday night.) Trump called her "a low IQ individual" and made a point of mispronouncing her first name.
Harris, for her part, did not dwell extensively on her identity or the trailblazing nature of her candidacy. But many of her supporters hoped she could assemble a diverse coalition -- stretching across both racial and political divides -- to overcome the devotion of Trump's MAGA movement.
By the final days of the campaign, that coalition included both former congresswoman Liz Cheney of Wyoming, an anti-Trump Republican, and Puerto Ricans incensed by a racist joke made at a Trump rally at Madison Square Garden in New York. It included celebrities such as Taylor Swift as well as former president Barack Obama, who exhorted Black men to support Harris, saying he suspected sexism was behind the ambivalence that some of them felt toward the Democratic nominee.
It was a coalition, ultimately, that did not deliver -- and that showed conspicuous signs of weakening as Black and Latino men defected to Trump. This was one more bitter pill for Democrats, and for Harris, who launched herself in public life  20 years ago by promoting change to political systems that had long excluded these groups and who spent the last three months promising voters "a new way forward."
Harris tried, not always successfully, to describe that different future. She also embodied it. And when the ballots were counted, a majority of Americans sent a clear message that they desired something else.
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Trump coalition marks a transformed Republican Party
The former president's return to the White House was powered by a historic realignment of the American electorate, upending decades of traditional support.
By Yasmeen Abutaleb, Dan Keating, Sabrina Rodriguez, Josh Dawsey | 2024-11-07

Donald Trump speaks to supporters at the Palm Beach County Convention Center in West Palm Beach, Florida, early Wednesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Donald Trump's return to the White House was powered by a historic realignment of the American electorate that upended decades of traditional coalitions as he maintained his majority support among men and White voters without college degrees but made dramatic inroads with Latinos, first-time voters and middle- and lower-income households, according to preliminary exit polls.
In key swing states that decided the election, Trump also cut into traditional Democratic strongholds: urban areas and high-income suburbs in Pennsylvania; Black voters in Wisconsin; and Arab voters in Michigan. And he dramatically expanded his margins in rural counties in Georgia and Wisconsin, easily overcoming Vice President Kamala Harris's advantage in metro areas, including in Atlanta and Milwaukee. It remains unclear whether Trump's win marks a permanent shift in the Republican electorate or one that is unique to him.
All told, Trump outperformed his 2020 margins in more than 9 out of 10 counties where at least 90 percent of votes have been counted -- a stunning rebuke of Democratic leadership over the past four years and an embrace of some of Trump's hard-line policies, including a crackdown on undocumented immigrants.
But the most dramatic shift came among Hispanic voters, who swung to Trump by 25 points nationally. Harris won a slight majority of these voters nationally, 53 percent to 45 percent, according to preliminary network exit polling -- a dramatic decrease over Joe Biden's 33-point margin in 2020. Among Hispanic men of all ages, Trump saw an 18-percentage-point increase in support.
"Donald Trump has recast the Republican Party into a multiethnic, working-class party that appeals more to those on the lower than the upper end of the income scale," said Whit Ayres, a GOP pollster. "A traditional Republican coalition was more upscale, educated, wealthier -- not wealthy, but more middle-class -- as opposed to more downscale, blue-collar, working-class. That used to be the Democratic Party, and it's not anymore."

The most heavily Latino county in the United States, Starr County in South Texas, flipped red to elect Donald Trump on Nov. 5.


Trump's gains among traditionally left-leaning groups prompted a reckoning among Democrats late Tuesday and into Wednesday. Despite running a campaign in which Trump doubled down on grievances, threatened to use the military against American citizens and perceived political enemies, promised a mass deportation program, and hurled a series of racist, sexist and xenophobic insults at his rallies, Trump not only improved on his 2020 performance, but he also was on track to win the popular vote for the first time in three presidential bids spanning eight years.
The demographic breakdowns are based on preliminary exit polls, which are subject to change as more votes come in. Shifts in exit polls are not always corroborated by other data that becomes available months after the election. Analysis of incomplete county-level voting suggests Trump made significant gains across demographic groups compared with 2020.
Among Trump advisers, winning the popular vote was viewed as validation of their campaign strategy. Trump focused on expanding support among Black and Latino voters, hoping to show disillusionment with Harris's policies among communities who would traditionally vote Democratic. Trump's 46 percent support among Hispanic voters this year, if it holds, would represent a record high for a Republican candidate in network exit polling, numerically exceeding George W. Bush's 44 percent support in 2004 -- and at a time when Hispanics now make up a larger share of the electorate.
On Tuesday evening, Will Hernandez, 45, arrived at his polling site in north Philadelphia with his wife, Amber, and two kids to cast his ballot for Trump. As he walked to the entrance, Hernandez argued with a Black man who was handing out fliers and encouraging people to vote for Harris, saying that Harris hadn't done enough to secure the border in four years as vice president.
Hernandez, a Puerto Rican man, acknowledged that he had second thoughts about voting for Trump after seeing a comedian at a recent Trump rally refer to Puerto Rico as a "floating island of garbage." He and his wife still wish Trump had come out and apologized for offering his stage to someone who would speak like that about La Isla del Encanto.
"He was mega pissed off about it. But when you take your feelings out of it, we said, 'Who's the best candidate?'" said Amber, 36, a counselor.
Susie Wiles, Trump's campaign manager, repeatedly told advisers that she was sure Trump would do better among minority communities than any Republican had done in the past. In some places, including parts of New York and Virginia, the numbers were far better than even the most bullish Trump expectations.
Trump continued to argue he could win in states such as New Jersey, New York, Virginia and New Mexico. He did not win any of them, but he performed better in the traditionally Democratic states than many expected.

Supporters of Donald Trump cheer during a party at the Palm Beach County Convention Center early Wednesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Trump and Republicans had begun making inroads with Latinos in the 2020 presidential contest and 2022 midterms. Ahead of the presidential election this year, he and his allies had focused on trying to win a greater share of the key voter group.
The Trump campaign made a concerted effort to court Latino men, younger Latinos and those who voted sporadically or did not vote at all. Much of the message to Latinos focused on blaming Democrats for the economic struggles they have felt over the past four years, particularly as inflation has disproportionately hit Latino and Black families.
Trump also tried to divide Latinos, making distinctions between immigrants who recently arrived in the country, whom the former president repeatedly denigrated, and those who have been in the country for years, describing them as "hardworking Americans."
There were also clear signs that Democrats were hemorrhaging support among Hispanics. Polls showed that Harris was consistently underperforming Biden's 2020 numbers and those of other recent Democratic presidential nominees.
Trump improved by eight percentage points among men under age 30, winning 47 percent of their vote, according to national exit polls. He also improved by four percentage points among men between 30 and 44, winning a majority of those votes. But the gain was not exclusively among men -- he also gained five percentage points among women under 30.
Trump made significant gains over the past four years among voters with incomes below $100,000. In 2020, voters with family incomes below $50,000 favored Biden by 11 points, while those with incomes between $50,000 and $100,000 favored Biden by 15 points. Four years later, Trump split those voters nearly evenly with Harris.
In addition to the gains he made among vast swaths of the electorate, Trump largely held onto his strong advantage with White non-college-educated voters and White men. But Trump also gained seven points among non-White non-college graduates.
Joe Borelli, a prominent New York City Republican, said "there is a broader Republican shift to working-class non-Whites."
"People view their problems in terms of ideology and economics, other than, 'I must be Hispanic, so I have to vote another way,'" Borelli said. "The middle-class, condo-owning electrical worker is the same guy, no matter whether he is White or Black. There are the same socioeconomic pressures on his family."
Some Republicans said Trump's exploitation of culture war issues -- particularly transgender athletes -- also helped drive an increase in support among a number of key groups.
Trump won White voters without college degrees by 34 points nationally, according to network exit polls, on par with his 31-point advantage in 2020 among this group. Trump also won White men by 23 points, the same as his 23-point advantage among this group four years ago. The former president also won White women by eight points, though that was down from his 11-point margin in 2020 exit polling.
The White men who have long supported Trump continued to show up for him in strong numbers for many of the same reasons they did in 2016 and 2020: his promises on the economy and immigration.
At 2:25 a.m. Wednesday, J. Franke decided: Trump had clinched the presidency once more. Sitting in front of the television in his Wisconsin living room, heedless of the fact that he had to start his job working construction in less than three hours, Franke pulled out his phone.
"We have trump back," the 36-year-old White man texted a friend, tacking on five American flag emojis.
Trump also managed to widen his margins in rural areas, while Harris underperformed compared with Biden in safely blue cities. This combination, and a rightward lurch in major suburbs and midsize metro areas, amounted to a Trump victory in every battleground state where a winner had been projected.
In Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, for instance, his disadvantage dropped by about 90,000 votes. He also dramatically cut his loss in the suburbs around the two major Pennsylvania cities -- while he lost by about 110,000 votes in those suburbs in 2020, he lost by only about 20,000 votes this year. Trump also cut into Democratic advantages in some of the wealthiest counties in the crucial swing state, which was considered the top prize by both campaigns.

Madhav Lopez, 19, is a sophomore at Villanova University outside Philadelphia. Lopez, who is from California and was voting for the first time "to fulfill his civic duty," voted for Donald Trump. (Caroline Gutman for The Washington Post) 


Madhav Lopez, 19, an applied quantitative finance major at Villanova University near Philadelphia, waited in an hours-long line on campus to vote for Trump on Tuesday afternoon. He said he was motivated by deficit spending and the belief that abortion should be decided by the states, and said he felt Harris's positions weren't genuine.
"I have more faith that that's genuinely what he believes, like, the views that he states," he said of Trump. "And I don't really have the same trust with that with Kamala."
Another first-time voter in Pennsylvania, Jaxon Steele, a 20-year-old from Butler, also cast his ballot for Trump at a polling site not far from where Trump survived an assassination attempt in July.
Like many Trump voters, Steele said the economy was top of mind when he went to the polls. He was raised by a single mother and said his family felt more financially secure during Trump's first presidency. As the coronavirus pandemic began, public health restrictions on businesses "had a massive effect on the younger generation," Steele said. As inflation soared, he began to worry about his generation getting frozen out of the housing market.
"Whether or not he's a bully -- that's not what matters," Steele said of Trump. "What matters is he can bring back the economy."
Sabrina Rodriguez, Kim Bellware, Derek Hawkins, Scott Clement, Hannah Natanson and Colby Itkowitz contributed to this report.
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As Trump wins White House, special counsel weighs how to end trials
Special counsel Jack Smith is weighing how to wind down two federal prosecutors of the former and future president, a person familiar said.
By Perry Stein, Shayna Jacobs, Holly Bailey, Spencer Hsu | 2024-11-07

Donald Trump sits in Manhattan Criminal Court in May during his trial on charges of falsifying documents related to a hush money payment. (Victor J. Blue for The Washington Post)


As Donald Trump clinched his resounding presidential victory early Wednesday, the four criminal cases against him seemed to begin their march to dissolution.
The election win prompted special counsel Jack Smith to start discussing how to wind down the two federal prosecutions of the president-elect, according to a person familiar with the internal deliberations, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the matter. One case accuses Trump of hoarding highly classified documents after leaving the White House; the other charges him with trying to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election.
In New York, meanwhile, Trump's lawyers were expected to try to delay his upcoming sentencing in state court on 34 felony counts of falsifying business records to conceal a hush money payment to an adult-film actress.
The possible slowing down of the federal cases -- which could in theory barrel forward until Inauguration Day -- could give Smith time to deliver a final report detailing the findings of his two probes to Attorney General Merrick Garland before Trump becomes the 47th president.
Garland has indicated that he would make special counsel reports public if they reached his desk.
A Trump campaign spokesman said Trump's victory at the polls shows that Americans believe the cases against him are political.
"It is now abundantly clear that Americans want an immediate end to the weaponization of our justice system, so we can, as President Trump said in his historic speech last night, unify our country and work together for the betterment of our nation," spokesman Steven Cheung said in a statement Wednesday.
Smith must also weigh how to proceed with his appeal of U.S. District Judge Aileen M. Cannon's decision to dismiss the Florida classified-documents case. The judge, a Trump appointee, ignored decades of legal precedent to rule that Smith's appointment was unlawful.
Justice Department officials have expressed concern that Cannon's decision could jeopardize not just future special counsels but any federal prosecutor or senior official serving in a temporary position, The Washington Post reported in August.
Dropping the appeal may not be a simple decision for Smith, because prosecutors want the decision overturned not only to resurrect the case but also to protect Justice Department appointments during the Trump administration and beyond.
Trump's four criminal cases, including a state election-obstruction case in Georgia, were brought within months of one another in 2023.
They initially seemed as if they could jeopardize his chances of being elected again to public office. But Trump denied wrongdoing in every case, insisting that the charges were proof that the government was trying to hurt him politically. Soon, his support skyrocketed. Republican elected officials rallied around him, echoing his claims that the justice system was "rigged."
Trump's lawyers  filed every possible appeal and sought delays wherever they could, at times citing his presidential campaign as a reason he could not meet court deadlines or attend proceedings. They succeeded in pushing all but the New York trial past the presidential election, in the process winning a landmark Supreme Court ruling that greatly expanded presidential immunity and narrowed the federal election-interference case in D.C.
As Trump prepares to return to the White House, each of the criminal cases is in jeopardy.
Trump is scheduled to go before New York Supreme Court Justice Juan Merchan on Nov. 26 to learn his punishment in the hush money trial, which some experts have said would be unlikely to include jail time -- even if he had lost the election. His election victory could make it harder to impose any sentence, even probation.
It was not clear Wednesday when Trump's lawyers would formally seek to postpone or reschedule the sentencing. Trump's attorney Todd Blanche did not respond to messages. The sentencing was originally scheduled for July but was delayed until November so Trump could argue that his conviction was built on evidence that should have been disqualified under the Supreme Court's July 1 immunity ruling.
A spokeswoman for the Manhattan district attorney's office, which prosecuted the case, declined to comment.
Trump vowed as a candidate that he would "fire" Smith to halt the federal trials. There is no doubt that he will try to appoint an attorney general committed to doing so if Smith does not wind down the cases on his own.
But even without such action, Trump would not go on trial anytime soon -- if at all. The Justice Department has long recognized that presidents are immune from criminal prosecution while in office. As Justice Department attorney Michael Dreeben acknowledged to the Supreme Court in April in the case involving Trump's potential immunity from prosecution: "He can't be prosecuted while he's a sitting president."
A spokesperson for Smith's office declined to comment. So did a spokesperson for the U.S. attorney's office for the District of Columbia, which is prosecuting people charged in the Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol riot. In this year's campaign, Trump made pardoning at least some of those defendants a signature promise.
Legal experts say new presidents and attorneys general in the past have not removed special counsels appointed by their predecessors. However, in past administrations, those special counsels have not been prosecuting the new president.
Directly ousting Smith "could harm the reputation of the department and make it look like the department was a political entity," Mary McCord, who served as acting assistant attorney general for national security during the Obama administration and the beginning of the Trump administration, said in an interview before the election.
Even after he becomes president, Trump will owe potentially hundreds of millions of dollars in civil fines and judgments related to a business fraud case brought by New York Attorney General Letitia James and a pair of defamation and sexual assault lawsuits brought by the writer E. Jean Carroll. He is appealing all three of those judgments, however.

Demonstrators protest outside the Manhattan federal appeals court in September as Trump attends a hearing to appeal a judgment against him in the E. Jean Carroll case. (Leonardo Munoz/AFP/Getty Images)


The judge in the federal election-obstruction case in D.C., U.S. District Judge Tanya S. Chutkan, has been deciding what allegations can remain in the indictment, based on the Supreme Court's immunity ruling. Both the president-elect and the special counsel's office face deadlines on Nov. 21 and in December to file legal arguments over Trump's challenges to Smith's appointment as special counsel, and to whether Trump can be prosecuted while not in office for actions taken while president.
Even if Chutkan ruled on those matters before Trump was inaugurated, her decision probably would be appealed, with no trial date on the horizon.
The 11th Circuit has not yet scheduled oral argument in the appeal of Cannon's dismissal of the Florida case. Any eventual ruling could also be appealed to the Supreme Court, again delaying the case well past the time when Trump will take power. In addition, Trump's Justice Department could drop the appeal, refusing to defend the Biden administration's position in court.
Neither Trump nor his attorney general can halt the state cases he faces. But prosecutors in Georgia will struggle to go forward with trying him for allegedly attempting to overturn the state's 2020 election results, because federal guidelines say a president should not stand trial while in office. And, while it has never been tested, legal experts say those guidelines would probably extend to state cases.
Fulton County District Attorney Fani T. Willis (D) brought charges against Trump and more than a dozen allies in August 2023. The case was paused months ago after Willis was accused of having an inappropriate romantic relationship with an outside lawyer she hired to lead the prosecution.
Trump and some of his co-defendants have appealed Fulton County Superior Court Judge Scott McAfee's decision not to remove Willis and her office from the case. Oral arguments in that appeal are scheduled for Dec. 5, with a decision by March and an appeal to the state Supreme Court expected after that.
Steve Sadow, Trump's lead attorney in Georgia, previously argued that if Trump regained the presidency, the case would have to be delayed until 2029. "Under the supremacy clause and its duty to the president of the United States, this trial would not take place at all until after he left his term of office," Sadow said.
Willis, who won her own reelection race Tuesday, declined through a spokesman to comment. She has strongly implied in the past that she will seek to move forward with the case against Trump unless a court blocks her.
Even if proceedings are paused against Trump, the Georgia election-interference case will move on for the 14 others who are charged, including former White House chief of staff Mark Meadows and former New York mayor and Trump attorney Rudy Giuliani. A trial against them could produce politically damaging revelations about Trump.
But Trump's Republican allies in Georgia and Washington, who have already sought to stymie the case, are expected to continue those efforts, including trying to force Willis to testify before a Georgia state Senate subcommittee investigating her and her office.
Jacobs reported from New York. Bailey reported from Atlanta.
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For second time in 8 years, a loss for a woman presidential candidate
Donald Trump's win means that the tradition of electing a man to the nation's highest office remains unbroken after more than 200 years.
By Joanna Slater, Karin Brulliard | 2024-11-06
The chance to sweep away a barrier to women that is as old as the United States vanished as Donald Trump defeated Kamala Harris to become the nation's 47th president, devastating voters who hoped she could make history.
Trump's win, secured early Wednesday, means that the practice of electing a man to the nation's highest office remains unbroken after more than 200 years.
For many American women -- most of whom supported Harris -- it was a defeat infused with bitterness and despair: A female candidate lost for the second time in eight years and just two years after abortion rights were stripped away in many states.
Particularly brutal was the victory of an opponent with a long and troubling history on gender: Last year, Trump was held liable for sexual abuse, and in the past he has bragged on tape about groping women. At least 17 women have accused him of sexual misconduct, allegations that Trump denies. His campaign against Harris, the sitting vice president, featured a torrent of attacks steeped in sexism.
Harris's loss is disheartening enough, said Rebecca Kuske, a 28-year-old doctoral student in Wisconsin. But for the country to elect someone who has made his disrespect for women clear is "basically kicking you when you're already down."
Yet for other women, there was relief and exultation that Harris would not be president. Many said that ideology mattered much more than gender and that they would be happy to see a woman elected president provided the candidate embraced Republican or conservative politics.
Others said Harris -- whose campaign began only in July after President Joe Biden ended his reelection bid -- hadn't convinced them she was ready for the job.
Cheryl Dulac, 66, a nurse in North Carolina who normally votes for Democrats, left the presidential line on her ballot blank. Trump is "crazy," Dulac said, but Harris failed to impress her.
Dulac's son voted for Trump and told her that he didn't think "a woman could face Putin." Even given her own ambivalence, Dulac was aghast. "My own son!" she said. "I don't even know where that came from."
Exit polls showed a wide gender gap in the support for the two candidates, with women favoring Harris by 10 points and men favoring Trump by the same amount -- but the margin was slightly smaller than in the 2020 and 2016 elections.
During a bruising and truncated campaign, the two candidates adopted sharply different approaches to questions of gender.
Unlike Hillary Clinton in 2016, Harris downplayed the trailblazing nature of her candidacy, which could have made her not only the first woman to sit in the Oval Office but also the first Black and South Asian woman to hold the job.
"Well, I'm clearly a woman," Harris said in an interview with NBC last month. "The point that most people really care about is can you do the job and do you have a plan to actually focus on them."
Trump, meanwhile, ran a campaign heavy on domineering rhetoric that reveled in displays of strength and supposed masculine prowess, veering at one point into a discussion of male genitalia.
Trump called Harris stupid, lazy and weak; he shared lewd insults about her on social media and said world leaders would treat her "like a play toy" if she were elected. In the campaign's closing days, he proclaimed that he would protect women, "whether the women like it or not."
For Trump, such rhetoric served a purpose, said Nicholas Valentino, a political scientist at the University of Michigan. It may seem irrational to make "what seem like potentially sexist statements with five days left in a campaign with the gender gap at a historic high," Valentino said. But "the answer is that he gains men while he loses women."

Vice President Kamala Harris leaves a rally in Atlanta on Saturday. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


Valentino and his colleagues Carly Wayne and Marzia Oceno studied the attitudes of voters in the 2016 race. They found something unusual that did not appear in any of the previous three presidential elections: People who scored higher on an index of subtly sexist attitudes -- including that the push for gender equality was overdone -- were more likely to vote for Trump, even controlling for variables such as partisanship and ideology.
In the 2024 contest, "Harris didn't play the gender card; Trump did," said Susan Faludi, the noted feminist author of "Backlash," a book on the counterreaction to advances in women's rights. Harris was "pretty pitch-perfect" during her abbreviated campaign, Faludi said, making her defeat "so much worse for future generations of aspiring female politicians."
Harris's loss leaves the United States in the same category as most other countries in the world: Just 7 percent of the 193 countries that make up the United Nations have a woman as their head of government. Only 30 percent of them have ever had a woman leader.
Unlike in parliamentary systems, in which a party leader becomes prime minister, U.S. presidential candidates nearly always emerge from a long series of primaries. Harris was able to skip that process, one that has proved a barrier to women seeking the highest office.
There's also a more symbolic challenge, said Jackson Katz, a filmmaker and author who has written about the politics of masculinity. He said the president occupies a role tied to the national identity in traditionally masculine ways -- the commander of U.S. military forces, and the head of the first family, complicating the path for any woman trying to break the mold.
Katz credited Harris with cracking one part of the conundrum women face seeking to lead in the United States: the need to project both strength and likability. It's "one of the things she's been able to do perhaps better than any woman ever in American politics at this level," Katz said, citing Harris's ability to come across as friendly, caring and willing to laugh at herself -- without giving any ground to her opponent.
Harris's defeat could have profound consequences for future contests, some experts said. Diana O'Brien, a political scientist at Washington University in St. Louis, worries that Trump's victories over Clinton and Harris could lead to Democrats "convincing themselves that women cannot win," she said. The attitude becomes, "We've tried this twice, and it doesn't work."
Ruth Simmons, 79, is the former president of Brown University, the first woman to lead the institution and the first Black person to lead an Ivy League school. She said Harris's loss says less about the readiness of Americans to elect a woman than it does about their willingness to overlook Trump's defects.
"My greatest concern is the country and the number of people who gave no care for the requirements of the highest office in the land," Simmons said. The character of leaders matters, she said. "Our children are watching them. Our future depends on them. The peace of the world depends on their disposition."

A staffer for Vice President Kamala Harris places the seal on the podium before remarks in Raleigh, North Carolina, on Aug. 16. (Cornell Watson for The Washington Post)


When it comes to talking about women -- their abilities, their appearance, their roles -- Trump "gets an F all the way around," Simmons said.
Unlike in 2016, when Trump's victory over Clinton defied most predictions, some younger women who voted for Harris said they were devastated but not surprised. Elizabeth Kandel, 29, was spending a semester abroad in Austria in 2016. After that race was called for Trump, she remembers stumbling around the streets of Vienna, weeping.
Now she's angry and anxious about what a Trump presidency will bring but also resolute. She's not yet 30, and she has seen two women emerge as major-party presidential candidates.
"I'm going to take that as a sign of progress," Kandel said.
Shweta Parthasarathy, 22, was a high school freshman in 2016. At the time, she didn't know much about politics but remembers not liking how she felt when Trump talked. "What stood out to me was his rhetoric on women," Parthasarathy said. "Even though I knew he wasn't speaking to me directly, I felt disrespected, that women as a general matter were being disrespected."
Parthasarathy, whose parents are immigrants from India, grew up in a predominantly White town in New Jersey and was often the "other" in a room. The prospect of Harris -- someone with whom she shares a background -- rising to the presidency made her ecstatic, even if she was critical of some of her policies.
Now a law student in Philadelphia, Parthasarathy says Trump's win is "crushing," especially to someone entering the legal profession. "It's hard to think that people still don't see the damage he could do."
When The Washington Post asked readers before the election what it would mean to them for a woman to become president -- or, alternately, for a woman to lose the presidential election for the second time in eight years -- it received hundreds of responses.
Some were from older women who remembered all too well the barriers they faced earlier in their lives: contraception available only to married couples, women unable to apply for credit cards in their own names, abortion illegal and dangerous.
Susan Maxman, 85, dropped out of college to get married. After her children were in school, she decided to study architecture. Physics was a required course; on the first day, the professor told her she would never pass because "women can't do physics." Maxman not only passed but also went on to become the first woman president of the American Institute of Architects.
Harris is a "wonderful and extremely qualified woman," Maxman said. Her loss is a "tremendous setback to the strides that we all have made through the many years of our struggle."
Trump's win may be an indication that his campaign managed to blunt the salience of reproductive rights, an issue that energized certain voters in three prior national elections, or at least keep it from being a top priority for most voters. Democrats had sought to turbocharge female turnout with ballot initiatives centered on access to abortion after the overturning of Roe v. Wade in 2022, a watershed moment for which Trump took credit. But while abortion rights measures on Tuesday ballots were largely successful, the issue did not provide Harris with the boost she sought nationwide.
Katie Vos, 63, a conservative Republican and former nurse in Arizona, said that she was deeply angry when Roe fell. But as time went by, she came to see the 2022 Supreme Court ruling as giving each state the right to decide what to do, something in line with her preference for less interference by the federal government.
Talk by Democrats of nationwide restrictions on abortion was fearmongering, she said, even if Republicans have proposed that step in the past. "The Democrats keep saying that Trump will make a federal abortion ban," Vos said. "I don't believe that. ... I don't think there's an avenue to get that done."
Vos added that she would be "more than proud" to see a female president but that she hasn't seen a candidate she thought was "truly capable."
Penny Young Nance, the chief executive of Concerned Women for America, a major evangelical group founded in the 1970s, echoed that sentiment. Nance, an enthusiastic Trump supporter, said she thinks the first woman to be elected president of the United States will be a Republican, someone akin to British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher or Israeli Prime Minister Golda Meir, both famed for a steeliness that ran counter to gendered stereotypes.

A truck with a campaign advertisement for Vice President Kamala Harris drives along a road in Milwaukee on Saturday. (Joel Angel Juarez for The Washington Post)


Women "want someone who can be in a room with a dictator and stand up to them," Nance said. Harris was not up to the job, she added, not because of her gender but because of "her personality, her manner, her ability to project gravitas." Nance said it was a "lethal mistake" for Harris to obtain the nomination without even an abbreviated primary process to ensure she was her party's best candidate.
Debbie Walsh, the director of the Center for American Women and Politics at Rutgers University, has spent her professional career studying women in elected office. Back when Walsh started at the center in 1981, there were just 21 women in the House of Representatives, almost evenly divided between Democrats and Republicans. Today there are 126, three-quarters of them Democrats.
Walsh found some aspects of the Trump-Harris contest "deeply disturbing," including rhetoric from Trump allies that cast him as an angry father who was going to spank a wayward daughter, or that referred to Harris's "pimp handlers."
Harris faced an "onslaught of misogynist, racist attacks, but she stood up to it," Walsh said.
This isn't the end for women running for president, Walsh added: "I can't imagine there will be a race anymore where there won't be a woman in the mix."
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Trump wins! Another chapter in mainstream media's decline.
A media critic's tools seem ill-suited to analyze election night 2024, but a new era is at hand. 
By Erik Wemple | 2024-11-07

Muhammed Virk, 29, watches election results come in at party held by Arab Americans for Trump at Lava Java Cafe in Dearborn, Michigan, on Tuesday. (Nic Antaya for The Washington Post)


All the pundits and analysts and insiders said election night would be a slog, a nip-and-tuck grind between two presidential candidates tied in the polls. Hunker down.
Well: At 7:03 p.m., MSNBC's famous election quant Steve Kornacki examined some early numbers from fast-counting Florida. Osceola County, he said, is a jurisdiction worthy of scrutiny because it has the highest concentration of Puerto Ricans in Florida. In light of the insult to Puerto Ricans at a late October Trump rally, it made sense to compare Trump's numbers in the county against those of his previous runs.
He was roaring: Whereas Trump had lost Osceola by 25 percentage points in 2016 and 14 points in 2020, he was now behind by just three points, with the possibility that the remaining votes would break more heavily in his favor. "If that pattern holds,"  Kornacki said, "Donald Trump, in one of the most heavily Hispanic counties in Florida here, is poised to take another step forward."
Was he ever. The rest of the evening amounted to repeats of Osceola, with Trump overperforming his 2020 benchmarks, and his opponent, Kamala Harris, underperforming Joe Biden's 2020 percentages. Dramatic shifts in the Trump coalition were afoot; the toss-ups in the "blue wall" states didn't feel much like toss-ups; and "holy smokes," as CNN host Jake Tapper said when he was shown a map illustrating where Harris had outdone Biden by 3 percent or more. There were no such places.
That map was showing what MSNBC's Andrea Mitchell termed a "massive realignment of the American electorate" -- something you might not have anticipated if you'd been following the polls. Though swing-state polling generally landed within the margin of error, national polls underestimated Trump's popularity for the third consecutive election. Bloomberg captured the issue: "While many states were more or less as tight as the polls suggested, the errors were all in the same direction: underestimating Trump."
Pollsters and the punditocracy will have to consider, again, how that happened. Such a reckoning, however, seems modest in comparison with the bigger one awaiting media organizations: Could their influence dip any further?
In the run-up to election night, I spent hours reading over reports from the American Association for Public Opinion Research, essentially the pollsters' club. The reports provide post mortems of the polling from the 2016 and 2020 presidential campaigns; in both of those instances, the polls overstated Democratic support and understated Trump's support. The  evaluations furnish context on the complicated task facing those wishing to grab data snapshots of the American electorate: How did results vary by interview mode (phone, online, etc.)? What about late-deciding voters? Did the polls account for education level?
To the dismay of the pollsters, a firm diagnosis on the polling error in 2020 was  limited by ..."the available data."  We'll see whether a 2024 report is in the offing, but it's clear that a nearly decade-long effort to reach Trump's base is incomplete, in the best of all judgments. "As far as I'm concerned, polling itself should now be reclassified as a felony and/or a war crime or at least in poor taste," joked one observer about the 2024 data. Jon Stewart put his spleen into his assessment of the pollsters: "You don't know s--- about s---," he said on "The Daily Show."
Mainstream media organizations are suffering from cratering public trust and obsessing about how best to revive it. Does such an industry want to continue promoting polling results and polling averages and so on? Bailing on the setup would require a newsroom upheaval of sorts, meaning a reduction in the sugar-high horse-race stories that deliver daily click-a-thons for newspapers and broadcasters alike.
Perhaps less appreciated was the bumper crop of policy coverage in the 2024 campaign. Though many critics complained that the media failed to highlight the threat posed by Trump to democracy, there was, in fact, a surfeit of such material. It was everywhere, as were pieces breaking down the likely impact of Trump's economic policies, foreign policy, climate policy, every policy. All of which is to say that Trump prevailed on Tuesday night after undergoing the most thorough pat-down of any presidential candidate in modern memory. And yet he didn't even break a sweat on election night.
It's tough to say;  maybe the accountability stories and the warnings shaved something off the former president's margins. Another educated guess is that those who read the material were already committed Democrats -- and that it didn't much impact anyone beyond that partisan confine. In a chat with the Reuters Institute, New York Times publisher A.G. Sulzberger estimated that there are 30 million to 40 million subscribers to newspapers and news magazines these days -- some lopsided percentage of which are Democrats. Meantime, more than 140 million people cast ballots for the 2024 presidential campaign.
There are other sources out there, to be sure, including cable news, podcasts and social media, on which  a broad range of views and even misinformation are represented. But Trump in the final weeks of his campaign backed out of interviews with mainstream outlets -- NBC News, CNBC, CBS News' "60 Minutes" -- and reveled in the embrace from nonmainstream voices with enormous audiences, like Joe Rogan, Megyn Kelly and Tucker Carlson. It's possible that Trump will feel so coddled by those folks that he'll forget all about legacy media outlets, along with his compulsion to bash them.
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The emotional rollercoaster of the past week (and other fairground rides) 
Edith Pritchett cartoon on the emotional rollercoaster of the 2024 election. 
By Edith Pritchett | 2024-11-07

(Edith Pritchett/The Washington Post)
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The Trump contagion is already in Europe -- and it's spreading 
The president-elect's slash-and-burn style and tactics have jolted Europe's political landscape. 
By Lee Hockstader | 2024-11-07

Donald Trump with Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban in Palm Beach, Florida, on July 11. (Zoltan Fischer/AFP/Getty Images) 


PARIS -- His second presidency is 11 weeks away, but Donald Trump's slash-and-burn style and tactics have already seeped across the Atlantic, delivering a jolt to European politics.
Seen from the continent, Trump is not just a politician who has upended U.S. elections, remade the Republican Party as a cult of personality and subverted Washington's traditional alliances. He is also contagious -- a dangerous role model to a rising cadre of European wannabes.
Kemi Badenoch, 44, elected last weekend as leader of Britain's Conservative Party, might not look or seem much like Trump. A Black woman whose parents are from West Africa's Yoruba ethnic group, she spent most of her childhood in Nigeria.
But she sometimes sounds a lot like the president-elect. As she campaigned last month to lead her party, attacking "wokeness," pro-diversity policies, immigration and Britain's "bureaucratic class," Badenoch said -- or joked, in the charitable view -- that up to 10 percent of British civil servants should be in prison for things such as "agitating," an echo of Trump's disdain for the so-called deep state.
In Germany, the extreme-right Alternative for Germany has been condemned, and one of its leaders criminally convicted, for bouts of Nazi-adjacent hyperbole. But the AfD's rhetoric can be hard to tell apart from Trump's. Statements he made during the campaign that immigrant criminals have "bad genes" and are "poisoning the blood of our country" are rhetoric reminiscent of the Third Reich.
Nor is the European left immune to Trump's knock-on effect.
In Paris, his election-denying echo was audible this year from the loudmouthed leader of the left-wing party France Unbowed, Jean-Luc Melenchon. He attacked the new right-wing government as illegitimate, on the flimsy grounds that Melenchon's leftist bloc had finished first among a crowded field of competitors in parliamentary elections -- though its tally fell far short of a majority. In fact, President Emmanuel Macron was constitutionally entitled to name the government he did.
"There is already a contagion, a degradation in the level of the public debate," said Nicole Bacharan, a French political scientist. "For the first time, we heard, 'The election was not fair, the election was rigged.'"
On Wednesday, French newspaper Le Monde headlined its editorial, "The end of an American world." But it might be equally true that a new American world has landed in Europe.
Trump is deeply disliked in Europe, despite enjoying the admiration of illiberal, nativist acolytes in Hungary (Prime Minister Viktor Orban), Slovakia (Prime Minister Robert Fico), and the Netherlands (Geert Wilders, who leads the Dutch parliament's biggest party).
The president-elect is particularly loathed by Western Europeans who favored Kamala Harris by better than a 4-to-1 margin ahead of the U.S. election, according to polling by Novus/Gallup International. In Sweden, Finland, Norway and Denmark, Trump's support was near or below 10 percent.
Yet the fear and contempt he elicits might have little effect on his viral appeal among imitators and admirers.
Giorgia Meloni, Italy's right-wing prime minister, is already jockeying with Orban to play the part of what Politico called Europe's "Trump whisperer."
In the Czech Republic, a billionaire former prime minister, Andrej Babis, is surging in the polls as he maneuvers to reclaim power, partly on a pro-Kremlin platform. Like Orban and Fico, Babis says Trump holds the key to peace in Ukraine, undisturbed that such a "peace," likely short-lived, would undoubtedly be on terms tilted in Russian leader Vladimir Putin's favor.
Trump is instinctively hostile toward Europe, visibly ill at ease amid the politesse of multilateral meetings. He has long believed that NATO delivers free-riding Europeans a U.S. security blanket at the expense of American taxpayers.
The 10 to 20 percent tariffs he has threatened to impose on goods imported from European allies reflect not only his contempt for free trade -- "stealing our jobs," in Trump-speak -- but for the continent itself.
Yet the imbalance of power between the United States, whose economy is the envy of the free world, and Europe's traditional powers, many sapped by anemic growth and political disarray, has widened dramatically. The continent -- economically lagging, militarily limp and diplomatically ineffectual -- is in a poor position to stand up to Trump on trade, support for Ukraine or NATO's strategic centrality.
So while European publics might despise Trump, the continent's leaders can see the writing on the wall. Many are likely to seek to please and appease him -- by juicing defense spending, for instance, which would force painful cuts in social programs that Europeans hold dear.
More of them are likely to try out Trump's own tactics, which have proved so successful in the United States, tweaking them for European audiences, watering them down perhaps, but betting on the Trumpian contagion's eastward expansion.
Post Opinions wants to know: How are you managing stress in the immediate aftermath of the 2024 election? And what music do you listen to in difficult times? Share your thoughts with us.
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Democrats can't blame anyone but themselves this time
Harris and her party must accept responsibility for Trump's success among a diverse coalition.
By Shadi Hamid | 2024-11-07

People attend a Hispanic roundtable with former president Donald Trump in North Las Vegas, Nevada, on Oct. 12. (Ethan Miller/Getty Images) 


Eight years ago, after Donald Trump's first presidential victory, Democrats could at least take solace in having won the popular vote. Trump's win was a fluke, an asterisk in the broader march of progress. That narrative has now been shattered. This is who we are. This is a country in which Hispanics, Blacks and perhaps even Puerto Ricans broke toward Trump just enough to grant him another four years in power.
Trump won, in other words, by building an unusually diverse, multiracial coalition, with the backing of 46 percent of Hispanics, 39 percent of Asians and 21 percent of Black men, according to national exit polls. Where, in 2016, Democrats could blame White supremacy and elide their own responsibility, now they can -- and probably should -- blame themselves.
There's an irony, of course. In the final stretch, the Trump campaign trafficked in casual racism, demonized immigrants and generally appeared unhinged. There will be a temptation to dismiss the expanding share of Trump voters as irrational and oblivious to their own real interests. This should be resisted. The responsibility should be put squarely at the feet of the Harris campaign and the Democratic Party for failing that most basic of tests: the test of persuasion.
Even if Kamala Harris should have won -- against a Trump campaign that was increasingly adrift and undisciplined -- she didn't deserve to win. In a democracy, no one is entitled to anyone's votes. Votes must be earned, and she failed to earn them.
Instead of tending to her base, Harris spent her final few weeks courting a constituency of never-Trump Republicans that no longer really exists. Her string of high-profile appearances with former Republican congresswoman Liz Cheney (Wyoming) seemed designed to please no one in particular. On several occasions, the campaign's leading surrogate, former president Barack Obama, criticized Black men for having doubts about Harris, as though by the sole virtue of being Black, there was only one right way to vote. "Part of it makes me think that, well, you just aren't feeling the idea of having a woman as president," Obama lectured, "and you're coming up with other alternatives and other reasons for that."
Meanwhile, at a rally in Michigan, former president Bill Clinton adopted a similarly patronizing tone toward Arab and Muslim Americans, chiding them for not lining up behind Harris. This was a version of the Democratic Party that was arrogant and dismissive, taking minority voters for granted and treating them like misbehaving children.
If minority voters -- or anyone else for that matter -- choose not to vote blue, they presumably have a reason for doing so. Not all grievances are legitimate, but many of theirs were. With the stock market reaching all-time highs and economic growth chugging along at an impressive clip, the system worked -- but not for everyone. Given high interest rates, a housing crunch, an affordability crisis and crime still elevated relative to pre-pandemic levels, it was perfectly reasonable for poor and working-class Americans to question whether more of the same was good enough.
Even with ample time to prepare, Harris repeatedly struggled to answer the challenge of how her administration would differ from President Joe Biden's. Unsurprisingly, 80 percent of voters who said their financial situation was worse than four years ago went for Trump. As sociologist Musa al-Gharbi notes in his new book, "We Have Never Been Woke," the 2020 reckoning over racial injustice raised expectations for a new era, but little changed materially. If anything, he writes, the country witnessed an "exacerbation of inequalities," with upper-income liberals "exploiting desperate and vulnerable people, whose poverty and precarity are prerequisites for the elite lifestyles [they] enjoy." If tens of millions of Americans don't believe the system is working for them, maybe it's because it isn't.
Today, another reckoning is in order. Election defeats as devastating as this one are an occasion for despair, but they can't only be that. They must transform into a collective demand that the Democratic Party look inward and learn lessons rather than searching for scapegoats.
Democrats began the campaign season by peddling the fiction that Biden was physically and mentally fit to serve another four years in one of the world's most demanding jobs. When that pretense collapsed, there was a mad rush to anoint Harris as the nominee and quash any suggestion of a "mini-primary" that might have tested her mettle -- despite nearly universal concern that she was a weak successor to Biden. As Post columnist Jason Willick asked in July: "Does anyone really believe Harris is the Democratic candidate most likely to block another Trump term?"
What followed was several months of wishful thinking that "good vibes" could propel Harris to victory. In the campaign's final weeks, Harris's case was simple enough: Trump is really, really bad and a racist to boot. Which he is. But this line of attack was an old one that voters had been hearing for more than eight years. And perhaps, this time, they wanted to be inspired beyond lesser-of-two-evils arguments. Yet the affirmative case for a Harris presidency always seemed slightly out of reach.
As I wrote in a recent column, no one should cry over an election. We get the leaders we deserve. That's the beauty of democracy. People have the right to make the wrong choice. And they made it. For the rest of us, the urgent question is whether we will respond with wisdom and much-needed self-criticism. Will we condemn our fellow Americans for their choice -- or will we make a genuine effort to understand how the Harris campaign and the Democratic Party lost their way? For the sake of the country, I hope it's the latter.
Post Opinions wants to know: Did you vote for candidates from more than one political party in this year's elections? How did you split your ticket, and what drew you to the different candidates you voted for? Share your thoughts with us.
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Don't lose sight of why Trump won   
Trump's celebrity, inflation and Harris being seen as the incumbent helped decide the race.
By Megan McArdle | 2024-11-07

(Washington Post illustration; iStock) 


Over the next weeks and months, we will witness a bitter, brutal fight among factions of the Democratic Party over how to rebuild after a shattering loss in which Vice President Kamala Harris managed to do worse than Joe Biden did in 2020 in county after county.
Many of those disputes will center on why Harris lost Tuesday's election. Some will have merit. It's clear that illegal immigration is very unpopular, and that the positions Harris took veered further to the left than the American public is comfortable with. But remember, as you follow these arguments, that everyone involved is not just engaged in empirical analysis but trying to move the party and its policies in a direction more pleasing to their faction. That will be true of both Democrats arguing for this or that set of priorities, and Republicans arguing that this is all about the border, or wokeness. So, always keep in mind the less-exciting, less-ideological factors that played a big role in President-elect Donald Trump's victory.
For example, the fact that Trump is a celebrity, and celebrity candidates have always played by special rules. Today's celebrities generally have that mysterious "it" factor that lets them command a screen whenever they're on it -- and by the time they reach celebrity status, they have learned exactly how to work that screen. Low-information voters, who don't follow their policy positions or the scandal-du-jour, might have formed what social scientists call a "parasocial relationship" with them through their on-screen performances. People felt like they knew Trump because they'd seen him on "The Apprentice." That celebrity factor seems to have helped him in 2016, and it probably helped him again this year.
It's not a great way to choose a political leader but, like it or not, that seems to be how voters often choose their political leaders. Just ask former California governor Arnold Schwarzenegger.
Another example is inflation. The clearest message of this election is that people really, really, really hate inflation, and they punish incumbents who preside over it. Democrats might justly protest that this is unfair -- while Biden did gobs of inflationary deficit spending, so did Trump, and the president certainly didn't cause the pandemic-induced supply-chain bottlenecks that caused prices to rise worldwide. But that's the risk you take when running for the office: You will get unearned credit if the economy booms, and unearned blame if it craters. Some of that blame rubbed off on Harris.
This does have policy implications for the party, but not ones that fit neatly into anyone's ideological project. The main lesson from the Great Inflation is that if Democrats want to spend a lot of money (or for that matter, if Republicans want big tax cuts), they need to find some way to pay for it. Big deficit spending on anything risks further inflation, whether it's center-left infrastructure projects or a universal basic income. That inflation is likely to be followed by another stinging rebuke at the ballot box.
Finally, pay attention to the unsexy details of Harris's strategy. For too long, the Harris campaign acted like a football team running out the clock with the lead, rather than a scrappy underdog that needed aggressive moves to win. The vice president was managing her downside risk instead of increasing her potential upside.
Until far too late, she shunned interviews and sent aides out to quietly tell reporters she'd changed her mind about radical positions she'd taken in 2019, rather than frankly explaining why her views had shifted. She hesitated to distance herself from Biden and filibustered tough questions with non sequitur homages to her middle-class upbringing, her pragmatism or the promise of America.
That's not a bad strategy for an incumbent, if people are pretty happy with the economy, and you're well up in the polls. But Harris started out behind and ended up that way, too. And in between, she didn't make bold gambles that might have changed that dynamic.
These latter explanations aren't as much fun to argue about as which policy positions are morally essential and which should be jettisoned as the Democratic Party repositions for 2028. But collectively, they probably matter more when explaining what happened on Tuesday.
In the end, that's probably good news for America. While some voters were undoubtedly voting on democracy, or immigration, or race, or gender, most of them seem to have been participating in a pretty normal anti-incumbent election in which a telegenic candidate beat a weak opponent who was tied to an unpopular administration and following a suboptimal playbook. Obviously, that's disappointing if you supported Harris and think Trump's character is unworthy of the office. But it also means that in four years, you've got the normal chance of taking that office back.
Was this the first time you were eligible to vote in a presidential election? Share your thoughts with us.
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He's back
Thirteen columnists on what worries them most about Trump's return -- and their reasons for optimism.
By Washington Post Opinions staff | 2024-11-07
Of the many ways President-elect Donald Trump could damage our country, the most dangerous is that he could undermine the military, the FBI and the intelligence agencies -- the "deep state" that he and his supporters have long ranted about.
Candidate Trump talked as if the generals, FBI agents and spy chiefs were tools of a conspiracy against him and the country's real patriots. It's a laughably false portrait: Military and intelligence officers are the opposite of rogue elephants. They swear an oath to the Constitution, and they're sticklers for the rules. If they stray from appropriate behavior, they face potentially career-ending internal discipline, as with one very talented four-star general who's now under investigation for allegedly shoving an airman.
Trump has made wild threats against Gen. Mark A. Milley, former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, claiming that he is a "woke" general. Anyone who knows Milley realizes that is a ludicrous accusation. His crime was that he spoke up to defend the Constitution when Trump put it at risk. Thus my worry: In the four years that lie ahead, Trump might try to force military and intelligence officers to choose between that sacred oath to the Constitution and personal loyalty to him.
If Trump tries to play politics with the chiefs again -- questioning Gen. Charles Q. Brown Jr.'s status as chairman, for example -- he will begin pulling on the threads that hold our military together. If he tries to appoint a flamboyant supporter as CIA or FBI director, he will run the same risk. These institutions are precious: They keep all of us safe. But they're also fragile. Trump has a chance to be a decent president. He's right that the world is too dangerous and unstable, with too many wars. It's a moment of opportunity for "the art of the deal." But if he wastes his time on reckless attacks on military and intelligence leaders, shame on him.
I'm most worried that this country is not what I thought it was, but someplace much more cruel and nasty and selfish, both in its attitude toward our fellow Americans and in its conception of America's place in the world.
Perhaps these results can be explained by a rebellion against the price of groceries, or by resentment about being dictated to and looked down on by cultural elites. Change vs. more of the same is always a motivating force. And yet I fear something more is at work. We thought women, outraged by having a constitutional right yanked from them, would turn the gender gap into a chasm; that didn't happen. We thought voters would be repelled by Trump's authoritarian pronouncements; that didn't happen, either. We thought the country was -- maybe, just maybe -- ready to elect a woman of color to the presidency. Silly us.
Where to find optimism in this bleak landscape? My optimism is that the Constitution endures; that, though it will be a long and terrifying four years, democracy will be bruised but survive; that we will hold a free and fair election four years from now; and that a majority of Americans -- in the popular vote and the electoral college -- will recognize, albeit belatedly, that we chose the wrong path.

Border Patrol agents prepare to transport undocumented migrants to a detention facility in Jacumba Hot Springs, California, on April 15. (Li Qiang for The Washington Post) 


The overwhelming majority of undocumented immigrants living in the United States are just seeking a better life for themselves and their families. They just happen not to have been born into a country as wealthy as ours. I'm morally opposed to removing hundreds of thousands or even millions of people from the country. I also have a hard time seeing how that policy could be carried out in a way that isn't violent and perhaps deadly, even for the people with legal status.
Trump might also use the Justice Department to launch criminal investigations against anyone he doesn't like or who criticizes him. I'm extremely concerned about potential firings of nonpartisan federal employees who perform vital tasks and have deep expertise but might care about following the law instead of doing whatever Trump's lackeys want. I'm anxious about Trump sending in the National Guard to stop protests he doesn't agree with, thereby squelching mass dissent.
What makes me somewhat optimistic is that I am not sure the country is as conservative in a policy sense as Trump's fairly resounding victory suggests. According to the exit polls (take them with a grain of salt, of course), most Americans support abortion rights and oppose mass deportations. Ballot initiatives in favor of abortion rights, paid leave and raising the minimum wage passed in lots of states, including some conservative ones. Meanwhile, school voucher initiatives failed in Nebraska and Kentucky.
When it comes to domestic policy, we are in an era of stasis. Joe Biden's presidency has been lauded by progressives and deplored by conservatives for its transformative effects. Yet it did not even succeed in raising the minimum wage, something every Democratic administration from FDR onward had done.
Trump, even fresh off an amazing comeback, will not be able to make drastic and lasting changes in government policy (to the extent he even plans to). He is likely to have a narrow majority, at best, in the House. Republicans have no partywide consensus on how to use their new power. The filibuster is likely to survive. The courts have already implemented tighter controls on how much the executive branch can change policy on its own. Even more than most new presidents, Trump will face opposition and scrutiny every day.
What ought to concern us most is the continued decay and derangement of our political culture and institutions. We are awash in conspiracy theories. Trump is responsible for spreading a lot of them. But Democrats are wrong to consider themselves immune to this kind of disordered thinking. Febrile coverage of "collusion with Putin" led a great majority of them to believe that Russia had tampered with vote totals to help Trump in 2016.
Our willingness to believe the worst of our opponents is rising, while our standards for accuracy and honesty in public discourse are falling. Our loss of trust in one another is often lamented. What's worse, and less discussed, is that those with responsibility for important institutions -- from the press to the courts to the public health world -- have been too heedless of the need to act in trustworthy ways. An important early test of whether we do better this time will be how many Democrats object to certifying Trump's undoubted victory.
What am I not worried about? I certainly fear for our governing institutions and the rule of law, but I guess I'm most worried about the rise of a new kind of nationalism that defines people as less American based on where they're from or what they wear or whom they love. I worry that voters have legitimized the message, as JD Vance put it during the campaign, that America is a place rather than an idea -- a country that belongs more to White, male, straight Christians than to everyone else. That leads nowhere good.
And yet, I woke up this morning hoping that the American left might now have a debate about what Americanism means to them -- beyond policing pronouns and categorizing grievances. It ought to be clear that voters (and not only White voters) are tired of being lectured about societal inequities as their finances grow more precarious and the border less secure. (Kamala Harris wisely avoided all that, but she couldn't outrun her party's focus on trans rights and fighting other forms of oppression.) Maybe Democrats can find a way to their own kind of nationalism -- one that champions the American idea rather than ceaselessly harping on its failures.

Supporters of President-elect Donald Trump outside his Mar-a-Lago estate in Palm Beach, Florida, on Wednesday. (Saul Martinez for The Washington Post) 


Trump has no respect for institutional guardrails, and he will try to tear them down wherever he can. I believe in America so deeply that I think our institutions will ultimately hold, as they did during his last term. But I think they might be badly damaged in the process.
Yet I do see some reasons for optimism. Trump looks to be on track to win the popular vote as well as the electoral college, which obviously hurts if you voted against him but is better for the country than a corrosive split in which half the country views him as the "president select" rather than the president-elect.
I'm also heartened to see him improving his standing among non-White voters. Minority groups tend to vote as a collective when they face discrimination, making their identity the most salient fact of their life. When people are voting on the economy or the border, that means they don't feel that their racial identity is the most important determinant of their future. That should make us happy, even if the vote count doesn't.
I'm most worried about what Trump will do on the world stage, the area in which presidents have largely unfettered authority. I worry he will damage our most vital alliances, weaken our ties with Europe and our Asian allies -- and throw Ukraine and Taiwan to the wolves. I worry he will seek to reverse the global transition to clean energy. I worry about his failure to appreciate how we should forge closer economic and strategic ties with our neighbors, Canada and Mexico, rather than wall them off. I worry his approach to diplomacy will be entirely transactional and that the United States will no longer stand tall for freedom and democracy.
I'm optimistic that Trump's presidency will galvanize a broad opposition that blocks his most ill-advised domestic initiatives, whatever they might be, and that formulates an effective anti-Trumpist message that resonates with his voters. After Trump will come JD Vance, with his weirdness and his ethno-nationalism, and I have to hope and believe that by then, we'll have an antidote to this poison.
Like many of my colleagues, I am deeply concerned that Trump will keep his promises to order mass roundups of immigrants, take criminal action against his political opponents, restrict freedoms of the press and expression, and concentrate power in his own hands.
But I am just as worried that those of us trying to defend constitutional liberties will spend less of our time countering the danger we confront and more of it on recriminations -- factional arguments aimed at advancing positions held long before a single vote was counted.
The point of analyzing this failure should be to find arguments, organizing tactics, legal strategies and political approaches that can mobilize a different majority, the 54 percent who told exit pollsters that Donald Trump's views are too extreme.
I am hopeful by nature, especially about my country. But I find it very hard to be optimistic after so many of my fellow citizens made a decision I see as antithetical to values I revere. The hope I maintain is that many of them cast ballots out of anger and frustration, and had no intention of endorsing the authoritarian retribution to which Trump pledged himself.
Thus, my other hope: The nation needs a movement that includes these Americans who are dedicated to standing up to democratic erosion. I have to trust that the urgency of this task will take priority over futile blame games.

Former president Donald Trump at a campaign event in Raleigh, North Carolina, on Monday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) 


We should all be bracing ourselves for a rerun of the first Trump term, with all his old flaws turned up to 11, as they said in "This Is Spinal Tap." Approaching octogenarian status, Trump will be angrier, crankier, and even more erratic, vengeful and aggrieved, ranting and raving on social media and in front of any microphone. The lesson Trump will surely take from Election Day 2024 will be that he's right about everything, his critics never had a valid point, and he needs to be less easygoing, conciliatory and humble than last time.
It will be enough to make us miss the youth and coherent speaking of President Joe Biden.
Policy will move in my preferred direction on a few fronts: extending the Trump tax cuts, more defense spending and increasing our defense industrial base, and more border fencing and immigration enforcement. Supreme Court Justices Clarence Thomas and Samuel A. Alito Jr. can retire if they wish in the next two years.
And though the recriminations among Democrats will be delicious for conservatives, no party stays down for long. Someday -- perhaps as soon as 2026 -- the Democrats will come back, having learned some intensely painful lessons. They'll probably be smarter, more centrist, less insular, more attuned to the concerns of both rural, blue-collar voters and suburbanites. Maybe we won't get a full-scale revival of the Democratic Leadership Council, but we'll see Democratic candidates who are genuinely tougher on illegal immigration and crime, and less convinced that taxpayer-funded abortion at any point during pregnancy is a surefire winner.
Trump successfully builds political capital by turning us against one other; he has cited the "enemy from within" -- fellow Americans -- as more of a threat to the country than foreign adversaries such as Russia. My biggest concern for a second Trump administration is that MAGA's nativism and rank nationalism will grow legs and find multiracial appeal.
But worry is not reason enough to be hopeless. In the face of threats and fears and disinformation, democracy held. The election was safe and fairly adjudicated in the states. The winner of the electoral college also won the popular vote. For all the concerns about our fraying democracy, the system channeled the people's voice, and the nation has abided by the result. This was neither accidental nor inevitable; liberal democracy holds because of our faith in it.
That faith is also what fuels the country's checks and balances. It's what energizes protest, often led by people who are marginalized or disenfranchised. I am mostly optimistic about the American experiment after the election because we are a people who don't stand idly by in the face of oppression or infringements of our rights. There will be hard days ahead -- perhaps even terribly ugly and destructive ones, as in eras past -- but there will be people at every turn to face them and overcome them. And to bend the arc toward justice once more.
Russian President Vladimir Putin's government is openly celebrating Trump's win. "Kamala Harris was right when she quoted Psalm 30:5: 'Weeping may remain the night, but joy comes in the morning,'" Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova posted on Telegram. "Hallelujah, I would add for myself." She also expressed delight that Trump's win will "spur increased internal tensions" in the United States -- something Russia was clearly hoping for with its interference in the election.
Trump's second term will almost certainly mean victory for Russia in Ukraine as the incoming administration abandons that American ally. Former Russian president Dmitry Medvedev, now a senior security official, praised Trump's "useful quality" for Russia: "He mortally dislikes spending money on various hangers-on," a reference to Ukraine. Trump has already said he would let Russia "do whatever the hell they want" to certain NATO countries.
Russia can congratulate itself for the role it played in our election, including bomb threats on polling locations in several states Tuesday, coming from Russian email domains, as the FBI reported. They targeted Democratic-leaning and largely Black areas in Atlanta, and similar threats hit Arizona (where polling locations in Native American communities were affected), Michigan and Wisconsin.
Nationalist governments and strongmen elsewhere in the world celebrated what they anticipate will be an American retreat from global leadership. Hungary's repressive leader, Viktor Orban, hailed Trump's "enormous win" as "a much needed victory for the World!" Turkey's Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who has dismantled democracy in that country, embraced the return of his "friend" Trump.
In Israel, the ultranationalist minister Itamar Ben Gvir celebrated Trump's victory by commenting "Yesssss" above an earlier post saying "God Bless Trump." Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu celebrated Trump's win as "history's greatest comeback!" and "a huge victory!"
Most of America's European allies and NATO partners have issued diplomatic statements about Trump's win. But I took some comfort in a statement issued by French President Emmanuel Macron, who, after talking with German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, said the two countries had agreed to work toward a "more sovereign Europe in this new context."
That is at least some small cause for optimism: Our democratic allies will carry on the struggle against authoritarianism until America one day rejoins them.

Hispanic supporters of former president Donald Trump at a campaign event in Allentown, Pennsylvania, on Oct. 29. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) 


Trump made punitive immigration policies a centerpiece of his campaign. In his speeches, he regularly threatened to deport millions of people. By invoking the 18th-century Alien Enemies Act, he could target both documented and undocumented immigrants.
This cruelty appears to reflect the will of the U.S. electorate, including, regrettably, millions of Latino men. What explains it?
Lulu Garcia-Navarro of the New York Times conducted a rapid analysis on X of the Latino male vote, which favored Trump by a historic margin. Garcia-Navarro suggests the lurch to the right might be because of a mix of economic concerns, anti-immigrant sentiment within the Hispanic community (an unfortunately common form of nativism) and the growing influence of the evangelical Christian movement.
Trump correctly tapped into the desire among this generation of Latinos for assimilation, with many preferring to see themselves as "American Latinos" rather than simply Latinos, proposed Julio Ricardo Varela of MSNBC. Some voices in academia have recently pointed to a backlash against identitarian terms such as "Latinx" and their association with progressive politics.
This whole interpretation appears reasonable. But I believe there is another painful factor that, though difficult to measure in polls, might help explain Trump's appeal with Latino men: the allure of the "caudillo."
Trump represents a familiar archetype in Latin American history: the charismatic leader, the strongman. The United States had never encountered a figure quite like Trump: the providential man, the messianic leader, deeply ingrained in Latino culture. The extent of his populist draw is now evident.
I would like to say I am optimistic that the United States can avoid the fate of other nations that have fallen under the shadow of the caudillo. But I'm not sure I can.
What is most dispiriting is to learn that we live in a country that cares so little about decency, about mutual respect, about regard for law and norms, about truth itself. Slightly more than half of us would prefer Trump's gale-force bluster to sober democratic processes.
There will be people who blame the outcome of the election on sexism and racism. They will say this is a country that simply wouldn't accept a woman of color as its chief executive and commander in chief.
Others will say that most Americans are just stupid.
But I think the main thing that happened Tuesday was an expression of frustration and impatience with a political system so wrapped up in itself that it no longer hears the concerns of ordinary Americans, much less addresses them.
For too long, Democrats have been in thrall to their educated, affluent elite. They denied that there was chaos at the border, until the impact began to be felt in blue cities. They told less fortunate people that they were imagining the economic stresses in their lives; the statistics, after all, said otherwise. They kept businesses and schools under lockdown during the pandemic, taking a toll on the working class and their children that will not be overcome for years, maybe decades. They refused to see past group identity -- race, gender, sexual orientation -- to individual circumstance.
My hunch is that this will begin an overdue period of soul-searching by Democrats, which I hope leads to a realization they need to do more listening and less lecturing.
And in the meantime: Will Trump do some of the things he has proposed? No doubt he will. But having witnessed the sheer incompetence that was the hallmark of his first stint in the White House, I'm skeptical that the more radical of his proposals -- mass roundups of migrants, raining retribution on his opponents, punitive tariffs -- will actually come to pass. There are still guardrails in our democratic system and in the public's tolerance for chaos and fanaticism.
The other thing we have seen, again and again through our history, is that the American experiment has been imbued with a remarkable set of self-corrective powers. We've lived through so many dark times and have come out of every one of them stronger.
The people have spoken. But the great thing about our form of democracy is that one election is never the last word.
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Kamala Harris concedes with dignity and grace
The vice president set the tone for how Democrats can responsibly resist in the coming four years.
By Editorial Board | 2024-11-06

Vice President Kamala Harris concedes Wednesday at Howard University in Washington. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


Vice President Kamala Harris delivered a crisp concession speech on Wednesday afternoon at Howard University. The 60-year-old acknowledged, with grace, dignity and a dash of hope, that she had lost the presidency to former president Donald Trump. She didn't make excuses. Instead, she set the tone for how Democrats can responsibly approach Mr. Trump in the coming four years -- defending their core values while cooperating for the best interests of the country. "While I concede this election, I do not concede the fight that fueled this campaign," she said, citing freedom and dignity for all Americans as the aspirations that guided her effort. She offered a counterpoint to the worst-case scenarios circulating on the political left, to the effect that this was the last election of a doomed democracy. Most important, she promised to assist in a peaceful transition of power.
This last promise is the hallmark of a democrat. That Ms. Harris offered it so convincingly was a refreshing contrast to 2020, when Mr. Trump prematurely declared victory, twisted arms of federal and state legislators to reverse his loss, and then incited a mob to riot at the Capitol as Congress counted the electoral votes. In her constitutionally prescribed role as president of the Senate, Ms. Harris will be called upon to oversee the ratification of Mr. Trump's victory on Jan. 6, 2025. And her words reinforce confidence that there can be no repeat of the struggle four years ago, when Vice President Mike Pence admirably resisted pressure from his running mate to improperly overturn defeat. Ms. Harris faces an awkward situation that previous vice presidents have also handled with humility and aplomb, including Al Gore after George W. Bush defeated him in 2000 and Richard M. Nixon after John F. Kennedy won the 1960 election. Both of those elections were much closer than 2024 and 2020. Both involved disputes over the outcome in a key state: Florida in 2000, Hawaii in 1960.
The vice president's speech at her alma mater, a historically Black institution, underscored the consequential nature of her candidacy. She would have been not only the first woman president but also the first of African and South Asian descent. Ms. Harris de-emphasized race and gender during an abbreviated sprint for the presidency, mindful of how Hillary Clinton unapologetically -- but unsuccessfully -- took the opposite approach eight years ago.
Ms. Harris ran a truncated but spirited campaign -- one that was attended by more than a few strategic and tactical errors. An unfortunate narrative emerging among leading Democrats in the day after this defeat is that America is not ready for a woman president. They note that Ms. Harris ran about on par with President Joe Biden among female voters but lost badly among men. This would be the wrong conclusion to draw. Women constitute the majority of the electorate, and inevitably that political weight will translate into a White House victory. Ms. Harris, like Ms. Clinton before her, was not able to shatter the ultimate glass ceiling. She was, however, able to add a few more laudable cracks.
Post Opinions wants to know: Did you vote for candidates from more than one political party in this year's elections? How did you split your ticket, and what drew you to the different candidates you voted for? Share your thoughts with us.
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Who is responsible for Trump's comeback? And what comes next?
Readers parse the 2024 election and look toward 2025.
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-11-06

People react as former president Donald Trump speaks on television on election night in Pewaukee, Wisconsin. (Joel Angel Juarez for The Washington Post) 


The American people have, in a free and fair election, chosen a would-be tyrant for his presumed mastery over the price of a dozen eggs.  They have chosen a cruel, lawless man in exchange for bread and a circus. The loss of the Senate to the Republicans compounds and accelerates the demise of our constitutional democracy. We have elected an authoritarian uniparty that not only controls the Supreme Court but will also enshrine itself on the federal bench for decades to come. The magnitude of this tragedy will dawn on the majority Americans over time; the loss of freedom has been and will be incremental, though it might accelerate suddenly and without warning.
Denialism, that most universal of human traits, has allowed us to disregard the encroaching wave of authoritarianism that has subsumed all three branches of our federal government with the connivance of the billionaire class that controls most of the economy and the flow of information. As the hubris of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg led inexorably to the demise of women's reproductive rights, the hubris of President Joe Biden, who refused to stand down as a candidate, has led inexorably to the elevation of Donald Trump.
Mr. Biden was enabled by a blinkered Democratic Party, including the vice president, who insulated the American people from his apparent cognitive decline. Members of the media, who claimed an intimate "insider" connection to Mr. Biden, have also been tarnished by the sin of hubris.
The country must gather itself for the long struggle against what is surely to come. Local and state governments must act to Trump-proof their democratic institutions as MAGA consolidates its power. The military leadership must resist unlawful orders. The "blue" states and major cities must consider how their economic clout can be used to mitigate -- or at least slow -- Mr. Trump's plans. As for American citizens of conscience, we must endeavor to mobilize and train a mass-nonviolent movement capable of resisting the force that Mr. Trump will use to bend the country to his will.
The facts of this election are simple: Mr. Trump won with an appeal to male supremacy and by offering a fearful people law and order. The leader of this cult of personality will assume power just one year shy of the 250th anniversary of our self-liberation from tyranny. In 2024, we have chosen the iron hand of authoritarianism over the messy, frustrating business of democratic self-governance. More's the pity; we had a good run. We might have lost the sprint, but the struggle for liberty goes on -- as it must. And it will be a marathon.
Eric Radack, Santa Fe, New Mexico
I read Matt Bai's Nov. 6 newsletter, "Where did Kamala Harris's campaign go wrong?," with interest. Here is what I see as some of the low-hanging fruit on a list of Democratic failures.
First, Democrats had four years to make a start on a solution to the crisis of illegal immigration. Failing to solve that problem early allowed Donald Trump to torpedo a last-minute deal on the subject and then pummel the Democratic candidate with the issue in the election.
Second, Democrats heated up the economy with spending during President Joe Biden's term. They needed to prepare the American public psychologically for inflation before it happened and point out that the Federal Reserve would use monetary policy to control it. Instead, they looked like they had lost control of the economy and could not be trusted with the keys to the car.
Third,  Democrats have done a masterful job on diplomacy in the past four years. They have tied up Russian President Vladimir Putin in Ukraine, developed a powerful alliance in the Pacific with Japan, South Korea, Australia with contributions from European allies and bases in  the Philippines. And they supported Israel. All this was completed with record-low defense budgets. This record ought to have been treated as a master class in statecraft, but the Democrats were psychologically unable to take a victory lap. They should have been shouting, "We are winning," but they did not.
Fourth, the Democrats know where the Republicans are going to go in 2025. They will target the Affordable Care Act and Social Security and Medicare.  Democrats could have proposed legislation to protect all three, not that the Republicans would have voted for it, but they would have had to show their true colors. It was a costly mistake, one that middle-class Americans will bear in the next four years and beyond.
Finally, Democrats must have known that Mr. Biden was declining with age, but they were so grateful to him for saving them from Mr. Trump in 2020 that no one stepped in to stop his foolish decision to run for reelection. Figures including Sen. Charles E. Schumer (D-New York), Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-California), Chiefs of Staff Ron Klain and Jeff Zients, and, yes, Vice President Kamala Harris herself met with him on a regular basis and must have seen some signs of what was happening. In retrospect, the only honest assessment of Mr. Biden's condition came from special counsel Robert K. Hur.
Stuart Gallant, Belmont, Massachusetts
Don't blame Vice President Kamala Harris for her loss to Donald Trump. She gave her all.
Posterity will blame Joe Biden. By holding on to the nomination, then later having to surrender it, he deprived Democrats of having a full year to make sure that they had it right, top to bottom.
R.M. Titus, Alexandria
The second election of Donald Trump as president of the United States is the natural result of the left's highly politically correct, anti-White, anti-male and anti-America rhetoric. It turns out that if you demonize the people you disagree with, paint them as racists and oppressors, and tell them that any and all of their successes are a result of some unearned "privilege," then they will create a counterrevolution. Mr. Trump is the consequence of their actions, their rhetoric and the identity politics that they have brought into the American political landscape. Progressive liberals, you have made your bed. Now lie in it.
Charles Michael Sitero, Ormond Beach, Florida
As a former Republican, I have my quibbles with the Democrats, but overall, they did an excellent job steering the country and the world through these four difficult years and running a nearly flawless campaign. So who is to blame?
I think the voters, who enjoy the cruelty and corruption so long as they think it hurts others while they bask in the presence of their alpha-male leader. And the Democratic voters who didn't bother to vote, or voted third party, because Joe Biden or Kamala Harris did something they didn't like. And I blame the mainstream media. It reported accurately on the horrors the Republicans are likely to inflict but spent so much energy on bringing down Ms. Harris and Democrats, which made it easier to see them as the equivalent of the Republicans. God help us all.
Richard Dine, Silver Spring
Dear United States of America: The rest of the world forgives you, for you know not what you have done.
As Abraham Lincoln is often quoted as saying (despite doubts about whether he actually said it): You can fool some of the people all of the time. To think that a person such as Donald Trump can be elected to your presidency, not  once but twice, is almost incomprehensible. The unsubstantiated lies that were offered up by Mr. Trump, along with the offensive and defamatory insults, should have been enough for most voters to realize what sort of  person they were dealing with, but apparently not so.
It is said that a country gets the government that it deserves, and the United States will consequently have to suffer another four years of the worst American president ever as a result. Many of his dreadful policies will also affect many other countries, including those who are regarded as allies of the United States. It was reported some weeks back that the rest of the world's leaders were laughing at him. It is more likely that they were, and still are, appalled at his behavior and speeches.
John Donaldson, Widgee, Australia
The Congressional Budget Office recently announced that the federal deficit has reached $1.8 trillion. During the election, neither major political party addressed how it would balance the federal budget. Instead, voters were wooed with promises to reduce student debt; cancel taxes on tips, Social Security and overtime pay; allow car-loan interest to be tax-deductible; and provide bonuses to first-time home buyers, among others. These measures would bring economic trouble for all Americans -- Republicans, Democrats and independents alike -- when the federal government spends more money on interest payments than on the military. To paraphrase the apostle Matthew, every kingdom borrowed against itself is brought to desolation.
Paul L. Newman, Merion Station, Pennsylvania
Leaving aside crimes that are not federal, should President Joe Biden pardon President-elect Donald Trump to avoid a possible "self-pardon," which might occur on Jan. 20?
Many of us hoped that Mr. Trump would become more "presidential" in 2016, but this did not happen, and there is no likelihood that it will in 2025. He has already started by ungraciously preening about his victory. He will undoubtedly fire special counsel Jack Smith and try to make many changes in the Justice Department. Mr. Biden could prevent a prolonged court fight over presidential pardons by doing it now.
Barry H. Epstein, Silver Spring
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How to understand the choice your country just made
Plus: Let the finger-pointing begin; addressing flaws in the Harris campaign -- and our democracy.
By Drew Goins | 2024-11-06
You're reading the Today's Opinions newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
In today's post-election edition:

Donald Trump and Melania Trump leave the stage at an election-night party in West Palm Beach, Florida. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) 


Where did things go wrong?
Well, for Kamala Harris's campaign? Or for America?
To begin, Matt Bai, Ruth Marcus and David Ignatius convened to discuss the first question. It's weirdly comforting to see them grasping for an answer just like so many of us, with each admitting to being mystified.
Could it have been Harris's late-in-the-game centrism? Or her past progressivism? The fact that she moved at all? The fact -- unchangeable -- that she is a "she"? Is it Joe Biden's fault for not stepping aside earlier? The trio of columnists can't help but feel that Donald Trump's victory in the presidential election goes much, much deeper than any of that.
George Will, unsurprising, is much more direct in determining Harris's deficiencies. He calls her elevation after Biden's withdrawal an act of party self-sabotage and considers her abbreviated campaign to have been "too long for her talents." In other words, what didn't go wrong?
Ultimately, however, for what looks to be the majority of voters nationwide, nothing went wrong at all. This country chose Trump. And this was not an electoral-college squeaker. As Jen Rubin put it: "Americans have no one to blame but themselves."
Trump did not hide his racism, sexism and cruelty, she writes, and "at some point, we must acknowledge that our fellow Americans voted for him because of those qualities, not despite them." Jen's column wrestles with the implications of that difficult realization. It's not fun.
Marc Fisher writes that "the Trump coalition broadened because after years of persistent outcry, the nation's leaders still won't pay attention to deep, structural flaws in the American system." Trump was very good at joining complaints and inflaming them, but no better than anyone else -- quite worse, actually -- at answering them.
Indeed, the Editorial Board, in contrast to Jen, writes that "it won't do to dismiss a majority of the country as biased, ignorant or otherwise basely motivated." All the same, the board is gravely worried about what another Trump term will look like, and it urges Democrats to vigorously oppose the incoming president whenever required to protect the republic. And if the parties can find deals around the edges for the good of the country, excellent.
Meanwhile, Perry Bacon says the resistance to a second Trump administration is probably going to be more difficult than it was during the first, largely because of the sense that voters just provided a mandate for full-tilt Trumpism.
"But accommodating Trump would be a huge mistake," Perry says. "History is full of examples of autocratic parties and leaders ... gaining power through fairly legitimate means, including winning elections, but still taking horrific actions once in office." Resisting will be harder but more important, he says, and it must begin now.
Alexandra Petri knows how very many of you are so, so tired of resisting. "Didn't we just heave this boulder all the way uphill?" she asks. "I could have sworn I spent my life heaving this boulder uphill." It's a sad, moving column about the things we do to "make things better, even a little tiny bit, for a short time" and about the heartbreak of having to start all over again.
And no, Gene Robinson writes, the way to cope is not to move to Canada (or New Zealand or Uruguay, for that matter), not least because, well, far-right authoritarianism is on the march all over.
Rather, Gene's prescription is to refrain from torturing yourself by second-guessing the Harris campaign; columnists above, take note. You must try to understand what happened and why, including by getting inside the good, the bad and the ugly that's in Trump voters' heads; Marc Thiessen's column announcing Trump as his president -- and yours -- might be a decent place to start.
Gene's biggest counsel is likely the most daunting to those who spent Trump, Part 1 glued to the news. "I'm not going to spend all my waking hours stewing over the fact that Trump is going to be president," Gene writes, advising that you don't, either. "I'm going to find a better politics-life balance and catch myself when I start obsessing over the latest outrage."
Out there, in life, the leaves are beautiful right now. As Alex writes in her column, some of them "have made a real effort to do something spectacular before they fall off the trees. This is a nice place. Good bones and all."
Chaser: So where did things go right? A lovely collection of letters to the editor has new citizens reflecting on their first time voting as Americans -- "mystical" and "powerful." Talk about good bones.
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
Nothing has fallen
Save those crisp, crimson oak leaves
Now to keep it so
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. See you tomorrow!
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The end.
Ann Telnaes cartoon on Donald Trump's election win over Kamala Harris.
By Ann Telnaes | 2024-11-06

(Ann Telnaes/The Washington Post)
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Is this really who we are? I'm answering your questions.
Submit your questions for Jennifer Rubin's mail bag newsletter and live chat.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-11-06
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How I'm coping with a Trump win
Confronting the awful reality of a Donald Trump presidency.
By Eugene Robinson | 2024-11-06

Shyra Khanna,10, watches election results come in with her mother, family and friends in Charlotte. (Logan Cyrus for The Washington Post)


Ouch. That hurts. The people have spoken, and many of us can't quite process what they said: Donald Trump, despite everything, will be president again. Somehow, we have to find ways to cope with this incomprehensible reality.
I don't think moving to Canada, New Zealand or Uruguay is going to be the best option for most people. Emigrating is more complicated and expensive than it looks. And the same far-right nationalism that Trump embodies is afflicting countries around the world.
The first step is understanding what just happened. The polls showing an impossibly tight race between Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris in the seven decisive swing states turned out to be right. Trump has been narrowly declared the winner in five of them -- Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, North Carolina, Michigan and Georgia -- and appears on track for slim victories in Arizona and Nevada as well.
It was always the case that the slightest nudge could topple all seven states in the same direction. I had thought Harris might sweep them because just enough voters shared her passion about reproductive rights and the threat Trump poses to our democracy. Instead, Trump won the battlegrounds by convincing just enough voters -- many of whom chose Joe Biden four years ago -- that he will champion their interests.
Despite all the predictions, African Americans did not defect from the Democratic Party in significant numbers; exit polls showed Harris winning 86 percent of the Black vote. But the Latino vote  shifted in the GOP's favor. Harris beat Trump by just eight percentage points among Latinos, compared with  Biden's 33-point advantage with this group in 2020. And among Latino men specifically, exit polls found, Trump actually beat Harris by 10 points.
However, this might  be less of a Latino problem for Democrats than a working-class problem. Trump appears on course to win the national popular vote -- the first such feat for a Republican since 2004 and only the second since 1988. Biden, you recall, beat Trump by 7 million votes. The reason for the shift is that Trump's vote share increased in states Harris won, and it appears that many of the converts were blue-collar voters.
For example, Harris won New Jersey by five percentage points -- a sharp drop-off from Biden's 16-point margin in 2020. Passaic County, in the northern part of the state, is normally a  working-class Democratic stronghold. This year, Trump narrowly won it.
I realize all these numbers are not particularly soothing. But coping with a situation has to begin with looking it in the face. Despite everything, Trump managed to broaden his support this time around. We might not understand that, but we have to accept it as fact.
The second step is to refrain from second-guessing the choices Harris and her campaign made. From Biden's withdrawal to Election Day, she had just 31/2 months to barnstorm the country and introduce herself to an electorate that has known Trump for decades. As the sitting vice president, she was inextricably linked to an incumbent  whose approval rating, fairly or not, hovers around 40 percent -- usually a sign that the opposition party is about to capture the White House.
Harris and her party staged a flawless convention. She embarrassed Trump in their only debate. Her rallies were huge and full of joy. She raised more than a billion dollars  and had a vast field operation to identify her voters and get them to the polls. I can think of nothing she could have done. If Trump were winning by a thousand votes here and a few hundred there, that would be one thing. But this victory is solid.
The final step, and the hardest for me, is to come to terms with the role misogyny and racism played in Harris's defeat.
That these ugly forces  played some part in this election is clear to me, but I have no way to quantify their impact. I do know that Trump was exploiting bigotry when he said  Harris has a "low IQ" and  described her laughter as "cackling." Of course, I remember the crushing disappointment of 2016, when it looked as if Hillary Clinton would break the glass ceiling. And I know that many veterans of that campaign hoped and believed that this time, with Harris, the barrier would finally be shattered.
I believed all along that Harris was being held to the highest possible standard while Trump could get away with saying anything that happened to cross his mind, no matter how transgressive or irresponsible. Like Ginger Rogers dancing with Fred Astaire, Harris had to run the campaign backward and in high heels.
It is unfair that Americans chose someone like Donald Trump over someone like Kamala Harris, and I fear the nation and the world will regret that decision. I'm going to be angry and frustrated. But I'm not going to spend all my waking hours stewing over the fact that Trump is going to be president. I'm going to follow the news -- that's my job -- but I won't take his nonsense personally. I'm going to find a better politics-life balance and catch myself when I start obsessing over the latest outrage.
Trump is getting back into the White House. Don't let him back into your head.
Post Opinions wants to know: How are you managing stress in the immediate aftermath of the 2024 election? And what music do you listen to in difficult times? Share your thoughts with us.
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A big win for the Blow It Up Party, but what then?
Donald Trump's supporters see a collapsing society -- but neither campaign addressed how to rebuild.
By Marc Fisher | 2024-11-06

Former president Donald Trump at a campaign rally in Lititz, Pennsylvania, on Sunday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) 


On Tuesday, since it apparently wasn't already clear enough from the first elections of Presidents Barack Obama and Donald Trump, Americans emphatically stated their desire to blow the sucker up.
What binds the Trump coalition is having it up to here. His supporters reject the uniparty and elites and experts, blaming them for the collapse of American ambition, pride, and social and economic mobility.
This Coalition of No now includes increasing numbers of Hispanic and Black voters and stretches across rural, suburban and urban places. Its gathering strength is visible in this election's results not only in red America but also in places that powered Obama and Joe Biden to the White House, places such as northern Virginia's Loudoun and Prince William counties, seemingly well-off suburbs where housing prices are stratospheric and the future of work feels all too cloudy.
The party of Trump triumphed Tuesday in part because most Americans cannot stomach Democrats' focus on superficial differences -- their emphasis on pronouns (Trump's most powerful ad, which went largely unanswered, said Vice President Kamala Harris was "for they/them," whereas Trump is "for you"), diversity initiatives and linguistic purity ("Latinx," "pregnant persons"). But mostly, the Trump coalition broadened because after years of persistent outcry, the nation's leaders still won't pay attention to deep, structural flaws in the American system.
In 1991, two reporters at the Philadelphia Inquirer, Donald L. Barlett and James B. Steele, wrote a series called "America: What Went Wrong." It started like this:
"Worried that you're falling behind, not living as well as you once did? Or expected to? That you're going to have to work extra hours, or take a second job, just to stay even? ... Worried, if you're on the bottom rung of the economic ladder, that you'll never see a middle-class lifestyle? ... You're right."
The reporters spelled out the forces that seeded the deep inequalities that define the country today. Their report was a sensation. Millions read it and demanded change. Nothing happened. The basic problems Barlett and Steele identified have only worsened, especially with the rise of artificial intelligence, remote work and automation.
The screams of Trump voters are demands to know how they are to make a living after the tech utopianists complete their rampage of destruction masquerading as innovation.
So, here we are, fresh from a campaign that, amid all this frustration, utterly ignored the biggest problems. Consider these enormous numbers: 70 percent, 60 percent and more than 270 days.
Seventy percent is the portion of Metrobus passengers who are freeriding these days, evading the D.C. region's $2.25 bus fare and daring anyone with authority to do something about it. Drivers mostly avoid confronting the scofflaws for fear of triggering an argument or, worse, violence. Freeriding has more than quadrupled since the pandemic hit, but Metro's sad response is to talk of surrender -- dropping fare requirements entirely.
Sixty percent is the portion of D.C. high school students who were chronically absent last year, about double the rate seen before the pandemic.
Another big number on the schools front: nine months. That's how much additional classroom time American students need to reach pre-covid achievement levels in reading and math. Now, an extra wallop of pain looms as covid-era federal aid for schools goes away. Watch for a new era of retrenchment in school budgets.
Did the candidates use their bully pulpits and TV ads to address what's gone wrong or spread the word about solutions?
Wherever you look, big, scary numbers went largely unaddressed this fall.
The health crisis is measured in the hundreds of billions -- the amount of money private equity firms have spent to buy health-care companies, squeezing out profits by trimming spending on staffing and facilities. The pandemic produced a 30-point collapse in patients' trust in physicians and hospitals.
In science, the proportion of Americans who say research mostly benefits society has plummeted from 73 percent to 57 percent, according to a Pew Research Center survey.
Did you hear Harris or Trump talk about how to rebuild trust?
The isolation of the covid years hit young people like a ton of bricks, as seen in a tripling of the insomnia rate among college students, soaring mental health cases on campuses and a decline in the ability of students to control and express their emotions.
How would voters have reacted to campaigns that were less about facile allegations of fascism and absurd threats to dismantle the federal government and more about restoring the system's credibility post-pandemic?
We'll never know. But the bill for this failure won't pay itself. Eventually, the nation's leaders must confront the dismantling of career paths, the redefinition of work and the hope deficit that pits friends and neighbors against one another.
The utterly unideological Trump broadened his coalition not by swinging left or right, but by welcoming a rogues' gallery of the suspicious and the mistrustful, embracing the supporters of Robert F. Kennedy Jr., Tulsi Gabbard, Elon Musk, Joe Rogan, the ideological werewolf named JD Vance and a Whitman's Sampler of assorted extremists.
Now Trump is somehow supposed to unite and translate all those odd factions into effective policy? Good luck. Trump has proved that he's good at leading the chorus in shouts of "no," but despite his promises to "fix it," solutions have never been part of his vocabulary.
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Understanding the Trump triumph -- and the Democrats' debacle
It's understandable to fear the worst -- but healthy to hope for the best.
By Editorial Board | 2024-11-06

Donald Trump waves to his supporters as he leaves the stage after an election night party at the Palm Beach County Convention Center in West Palm Beach, Florida, on early Wednesday morning. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


President-elect Donald Trump has won the presidential election fair and square -- indeed, decisively. He will be the 47th president of the United States -- the first to retake the White House after being defeated in a previous reelection attempt since Grover Cleveland secured a second nonconsecutive term in 1892. As the nation readies itself for another four years of Mr. Trump, it's understandable to fear the worst -- but healthy to hope for the best.
We have no illusions about Mr. Trump, his promises of revenge and his plans to staff the government with political deconstructionists. He did not conceal who he really is during this campaign. He won anyway. Democracy requires accepting the results however much one wishes they had come out differently, and even when the victor himself has failed to do so in the past.
Those understandably worried about another Trump term need also to keep an open mind regarding the reasons it is occurring and how, in fact, Mr. Trump broadened his support, forging a diverse coalition. It won't do to dismiss a majority of the country as biased, ignorant or otherwise basely motivated. Yes, prejudices against foreigners, people of color and other targets of Mr. Trump's rhetoric surely play a part in his extraordinarily durable appeal, but they can't explain it all; indeed, the condescension of elites is itself a factor against which his voters were protesting by supporting him.
Mr. Trump capitalized on deep frustration with inflation and irregular immigration, even though he proposes counterproductive "solutions" -- 20 percent tariffs on all imports and mass deportations. And that frustration rang true with many Americans because they perceived that Democrats failed to address genuine concerns about rising prices and porous borders for too long. When 70 percent of the electorate thinks the country is on the wrong track, and the incumbent's approval rating is about 40 percent, as President Joe Biden's was on Election Day, that is a flashing red warning light for the people in the White House -- but it didn't seem to register with them.
Mr. Biden's responsibility for this defeat runs deep. He ran against Mr. Trump in 2020 as a transitional figure, a bridge to the next generation, but he failed to recognize his own limitations. He was clearly slipping -- physically and mentally -- but insisted on running for a second term. Rather than raise difficult questions about this, Democrats and Mr. Trump's critics acquiesced, lest a succession struggle help Mr. Trump.
Mr. Biden stepped aside only after a disastrous June debate performance caused a Democratic revolt. By the time Vice President Kamala Harris emerged as the Democratic nominee a month later, many voters had grown comfortable with the idea of voting for Mr. Trump over Mr. Biden. Now back in the political wilderness, Democrats should reflect on what they did -- and did not do -- right the last time they faced a Trump administration.
One key error was to lurch leftward ideologically. Ms. Harris herself staked out several unpopular positions, including a ban on fracking and support for taxpayer-funded gender-affirmation surgeries for undocumented detainees. These hobbled her this fall, even as she renounced some previous views. Meanwhile, several Democratic senators running for reelection aired commercials highlighting areas in which they worked with Mr. Trump -- inconsistent with Democratic warnings that he could bring on fascism.
Mr. Trump will take office again on Jan. 20, 2025, as a lame duck, ineligible under the Constitution to seek a third term in 2028. Accordingly, he does not need to be beholden to the radical elements of the far right. He has shown a remarkable ability to prevail in politics despite challenging the policy orthodoxies of his adopted party, whether on trade, abortion or foreign policy. That creates an opening, should he choose to take it, to negotiate unexpectedly bold deals.
There will be many times when Democrats should vigorously oppose him. Mr. Trump's isolationist policy instincts will require checking, especially regarding Ukraine's war of defense against Russia. His potential to radicalize federal agencies, particularly the Justice Department, is a distinct danger. So are his undemocratic intentions to curtail press freedoms and to assert greater federal control over the District of Columbia. Even so, Democrats should be willing to look for areas of potential agreement.
Shortly before the election, Mr. Trump mused aloud that he shouldn't have given up power four years ago. That's chilling, especially in light of the bombast that characterized his campaign. The memories of Jan. 6, 2021, will forever be a stain on him -- and a warning to this country. Over the next four years, the nation's system of checks and balances might be stressed even more than it was during Mr. Trump's first term, though much depends on the still uncertain partisan composition of Congress. But the American experiment has survived many challenges because Americans of good will rose to them. If they do so once again, the Republic can endure this one, too.
Post Opinions wants to know: How are you feeling about your state and local elections? What races or ballot initiatives are particularly important to you and why? Share your thoughts with us.
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A 'republic if we can keep it.' Perhaps we cannot.
In this election, Americans have no one to blame but themselves. 
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-11-06

Democratic presidential nominee Kamala Harris speaks during a rally in Philadelphia on Monday. (Caroline Gutman for The Washington Post)


Americans have no one to blame but themselves. Felon and President-elect Donald Trump did not conceal who he was. He did not hide his racism, misogyny, willful ignorance, cruelty or contempt for democracy. At some point, we must acknowledge that our fellow Americans voted for him because of those qualities, not despite them. How did it come to this?
We cannot attribute the defeat for democracy to tough economic times. President Joe Biden leaves a booming economy with wages outpacing inflation, manufacturing undergoing a renaissance and low unemployment.
We cannot attribute the loss to a defective Democratic campaign, intraparty infighting, lack of enthusiasm or a poor candidate. Vice President Kamala Harris did everything asked of her and more. She put in the long hours, produced an uplifting convention, delivered a smashing debate performance and drew in Republicans.
The media, it must be said,  did not fulfill its role in educating the public and advancing truth as their primary objective. Refusal to explore Trump's manifest  defects and place him and his movement in the context of fascist strongmen and their cults had the effect of normalizing and legitimizing a candidate utterly unfit for office. But the facts nevertheless were there for anyone who cared to look. At some point, voters are responsible for their own decisions.
Attorney General Merrick Garland's failure to swiftly and aggressively prosecute Trump will go down as one of the most  devastating legal blunders in history. Had Trump been promptly indicted, appeals could have been resolved and a verdict obtained months if not years ago. Garland  was the wrong man for the job at a critical time. Rather than face accountability for his crime against democracy, Trump saw himself rewarded. And still, his role in the attempted coup was no secret. Americans simply refused to consider it disqualifying. They think that little of our democracy.
We return to the sad reality that for too many Americans, a strongman holds appeal. A multiracial democracy is threatening. Conspiracies seem more real than reality. Moreover, we need to acknowledge that a female president is a bridge too far for millions of voters. Trump's whether-they-like-it-or-not attitude toward women resonates with many voters who resent their advancement and autonomy.
In sum, when a country deliberately rejects decency, truth, democratic values and good governance, the problem is not a candidate, a party, the media  or a feckless attorney general. Democracy is not self-sustaining. It requires a virtuous people devoted to democratic ideals. Whether we can recover the habits of mind -- what we used to call civic virtue -- will be the challenge of the next four years and beyond.
In the meantime, Ukraine's existence is imperiled and democratic movements and governments around the globe have suffered a blow. The last, great hope of mankind is AWOL.
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Oh, so we have to keep doing this forever
One must imagine Sisyphus exhausted.
By Alexandra Petri | 2024-11-06

President-elect Donald Trump comes to address the crowd during an election night party in West Palm Beach, Florida. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) 


One must imagine Sisyphus exhausted.
One must imagine Sisyphus was up late putting his kid to bed and now the boulder thing again?
Didn't we just heave this boulder all the way uphill? I could have sworn I spent my life heaving this boulder uphill.
One must imagine Sisyphus bleary-eyed, half-awake, pouring Raisin Bran into a bowl, finding a pair of little shoes and getting them on small feet, despite everything.
Angry enough to chew glass, still making toast. Let's hold hands on the way to school today. It's a nice time of year. Let's count the pumpkins! There are so many pumpkins left over from Halloween. Every year we put them up and take them down, and the point is that there is no point except to make things a little tiny bit better for the people who see them. So it's not a waste, even though it feels like the same labor again and again -- and for what? It's worth it to make things better, even a little tiny bit, for a short time. You have to believe that.
Don't ask me what year it is, because I am no longer certain. Triumph for the forces of Explain to Me Again That Your Lives Matter! Triumph for the forces of Rolling Their Eyes, Waiting for You to Stop Talking! Triumph for the forces of Don't Believe What Any Woman Tells You; You Are Absolutely Entitled to One Woman Just for Existing! The forces of Can't You Take a Joke? The forces of No, That's Not Your Body; That Belongs to the State.
Please! We don't have time for this! There are things we wanted to do!
Let's brush your hair. Let's find your water bottle. The headlines say we're setting the clocks back and the calendars, too. Maybe eight decades, maybe more. Mass deportations, abortion bans. And, of course, the sneers, the pats on the head. They want us to be scared. They want us to stop believing we're real, to stop pushing and let the boulder crush us.
They don't know this, but we heard the way they talked about us. All the hateful words with "joke" hastily slapped on them. The most frustrating things to debate are the things that simply aren't up for debate. Are you a person, Y/N? Yes, I am! Can you believe it? Is it even worth arguing? Can you bear to? The boulder doesn't have ears your voice can reach.
I am not above changing the ends of stories when I tell them to my child. Goldilocks and the three bears enjoy a nice breakfast together, and she learns a lesson about breaking and entering. The boy who cried wolf is a respected shepherd in his community now. How do I tell this story?
One must imagine that Sisyphus thought that someday this would be over, that surely there would come a day when people would take a few things as assumed. Not that we would have to stop fighting battles, but that we would be able to win this one particular, godforsaken battle.
Hold my hand. Look at the leaves. Some of the leaves have made a real effort to do something spectacular before they fall off the trees. This is a nice place. Good bones and all. It is not hard to pretend that this is the real world, where we have other, better things to do, and we are all real, and we could not care less about this miserable boulder. Because it's true. That is why it is so crazy-making, to roll the boulder. Because this world is so palpably, beautifully real. They have to pretend not to see it. And as long as they pretend not to see it, we have to keep rolling the boulder uphill.
I don't know what kind of story this is, but I want the ending to be good. Years from now, when the hand in mine isn't small, I want her to be able to read these words. Mama, I didn't know you were so scared.
Oh, I was. And tired, did I mention tired?
I'm too tired to push today. But we push. Next year, we will put more pumpkins up. We have to keep trying to live in this world. One must imagine the alternative.
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D.C. police arrest teen in attack on gay model at McDonald's
The model was attacked by a dozen people at a McDonald's at 14th and U streets NW, his husband said. 
By Peter Hermann | 2024-11-07

"We are relieved to know that there has been an arrest and are optimistic that more of the perpetrators will be found," said Stuart West, left, the husband of victim Sebastian Thomas Robles Lascarro. (Stuart West)


D.C. police have arrested a 16-year-old in connection with last month's attack on a gay model by more than a dozen people at a McDonald's at 14th and U streets NW. Authorities said they are investigating the assault as a possible hate crime.
The male youth was arrested Tuesday and charged as a juvenile with assault with significant bodily injury, police said in a statement. The status of his case could be not be learned because juvenile court cases are not public. Authorities said they are searching for several other people believed to have participated in the attack.
"We are relieved to know that there has been an arrest and are optimistic that more of the perpetrators will be found," the victim's husband, 36-year-old Stuart West, said Thursday. "This eases anxiety, not for just us, but all those that frequent that corner of D.C. as we see continual attacks against our community."
The victim, Sebastian Thomas Robles Lascarro, 22, was hospitalized after the Oct. 27 attack that occurred shortly after 1:30 a.m. The 22-year-old was released and has been recovering at home. He has not commented publicly on the incident.
West said Lascarro had been out with friends and stopped by the McDonald's on his way home. That's where a woman accused Lascarro of failing to say "excuse me" as he passed by her in the crowded lobby, West said. A police report provides a consistent account.
West said that as Lascarro tried to walk away, he was blocked in by as many as 15 people, and at least one used a homophobic slur.
West said the couple appreciates the police investigation and are working with local lawmakers and law enforcement "to help prevent this from occurring again."
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Gerry Connolly, longtime Virginia congressman, says he has esophageal cancer
Connolly, who represents a swath of Northern Virginia, easily won reelection to a ninth term in the House this week.
By Teo Armus | 2024-11-07

Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-Virginia) at a House Oversight Committee hearing in July. (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post)


Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-Virginia), a longtime liberal voice for Northern Virginia in Congress, announced Thursday morning that he has esophageal cancer and will continue working while he receives treatment.
"Cancer can be tough. But so am I," he said in an open letter to constituents. "I will attack this the only way I know how -- with Irish fight and humor."
Connolly, 74, easily won reelection to a ninth term in the House on Tuesday representing the state's 11th Congressional District, which covers much of Fairfax County and all of Fairfax city. He gave no indication that he would be stepping back from his work on Capitol Hill.
A spokesperson for Connolly did not immediately answer questions about exactly when he received the diagnosis. The congressman's letter said he was diagnosed "a few days ago."
The former chairman of the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors, Connolly has staked out a reputation in Congress as an advocate for the thousands of federal employees in his region.
He joined the House Oversight Committee upon his election to Congress in 2008 and became known on the panel during the Trump administration for his fierce questioning of the president's appointees and demands for accountability.
Connolly ran to be the committee's ranking member in 2022 but lost to Rep. Jamie Raskin (D-Maryland), a fellow Democrat from the D.C. suburbs. Raskin has also had cancer; in 2022, he was diagnosed with diffuse large B-cell lymphoma but announced he beat the cancer last year.
Connolly said the news about his own diagnosis came as a surprise because he had no symptoms besides some intermittent pains.
Esophageal cancer affects the hollow, muscular tube connecting the throat to the stomach. More than 20,000 people in the United States have been diagnosed with the disease this year, according to the American Cancer Society. It affects 1 in 127 in men and about 1 in 434 in women.
Connolly said in his letter that he "may be a bit fatigued" as he begins immunotherapy and chemotherapy but that he is "very confident in a successful outcome."
Messages of support poured in from other elected officials across the D.C. region on Thursday.
Virginia's two Democratic senators, Tim Kaine and Mark R. Warner, released a joint statement in which they called Connolly "a fighter -- plain and simple."
"Gerry has always been a steadfast advocate for the people of Northern Virginia, and we know that he will continue to show that same fierce commitment as he faces this battle," they wrote.
"His kindness, humor, and unwavering dedication to his district inspire us all," Rep. Don Beyer (D-Virginia), who represents the neighboring 8th District, said on X. "I know he will tackle this diagnosis with incredible strength."
Raskin wrote that he was "sending love and strength to Gerry Connolly, a born fighter and champion of the people. We are all with you every step in your fight against cancer."
This story is developing and will be updated.
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D.C.'s dry streak reaches 35 days, breaking record
The dry streak may not end until Sunday or Monday.
By Jason Samenow, Ian Livingston | 2024-11-07

Clouds fill the sky over the U.S. Capitol on Oct. 15. (Jose Luis Gonzalez/Reuters)


D.C.'s rainless streak -- now five weeks long -- set a new mark on Wednesday.
As the 35th day in a row without measurable rain, it surpassed the previous longest streak of 34 days set in 2007. Weather records in Washington date to 1872.
The lack of rain has pushed D.C. and much of the region into drought. It will probably remain drier than normal for much of this month, although it's also likely that the rainless streak will end by Sunday or Monday.
The last time measurable rain fell in the District was Oct. 2.
Drought has redeveloped in the meantime as the District has fallen about 3.8 inches short of its typical rainfall over the period. River levels have fallen rapidly, and wildfires have erupted in parts of Maryland as abundant sunshine has pushed temperatures to well above normal.
The District has gone without rain for a period that's twice as long as the average yearly dry streak. Last year, the longest such streak was only 12 days.
D.C.'s rainfall fortunes this fall shifted abruptly from feast to famine. The ongoing dry streak came immediately after its second-longest run of rainy days on record in late September and the beginning of October.

Percent of normal precipitation over the past 30 days. (The Washington Post)


Washington is one of many locations in the eastern United States that are experiencing a historically long period without rain. From southern New England to the southeast, numerous cities have seen barely a drop since late September or early October. Here are some of the other cities that have ongoing streaks through Wednesday:
New York City had a rainless streak of 29 days, its second-longest on record, which ended Oct. 29 when 0.01 inches fell in Central Park. The city notched its driest month on record, and officials have issued a drought watch.
The ongoing warm, dry pattern is tied to above-normal water temperatures in the north-central Pacific Ocean and a developing La Nina climate pattern. Together, these features are promoting high pressure in the eastern United States, which is keeping storms away.
That said, there will be some opportunities for showers over the next week. There's a slight chance of a shower Thursday. If no rain falls Thursday, the next chance comes Sunday and Monday, as a front passes. However, even then, rather small amounts of rain are expected, as showers may be spotty. Beyond that, there's another chance of rain during the middle of next week.
For November overall, it's likely that total precipitation will be below normal.
In the longer range, the dry spell probably doesn't mean a whole lot for precipitation during the winter months and snow prospects. However, it is interesting to note that the two longest dry streaks before this year occurred during falls like this one, when there was a developing La Nina. In 2007, which produced a rainless streak of 34 days, 4.9 inches of snow fell in the following winter. In 1995, a dry streak of 33 days in the fall was followed by 46 inches of snow.
Most snow projections for the upcoming winter would suggest this winter is more likely to follow the path of 2007 than 1995.
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Man arrested at Capitol Visitor Center with torch lighter identified 
A man who smelled like gasoline and had a torch lighter, flare gun and papers he intended to deliver to Congress was arrested at the Capitol Visitor Center.
By Peter Hermann | 2024-11-07

U.S. Capitol Police say they arrested a Michigan man Tuesday at the Visitor Center who they assert had a flare gun and a torch lighter. (U.S. Capitol Police)


A 27-year-old man from a Detroit suburb who was arrested Tuesday and charged with trying to enter the U.S. Capitol complex with a flare gun, torch lighter and bottles of fuel told authorities he planned to deliver a manifesto to Congress and "light up the message in fire" to get attention, according to court documents.
U.S. Capitol Police described the manifesto as pertaining to the conflict in the Middle East. Court documents said the suspect, Austin M. Olson, told police he had no intention of harming anybody and that he timed his entrance to Election Day to maximize attention in the media.
Olson, of Westland, Michigan, has been charged with possession of a prohibited weapon, unlawful activities and disorderly conduct. He could make his initial appearance in U.S. District Court on Thursday. An attorney was not listed for him in federal court documents. Capitol police initially listed his age as 28.
Attempts to reach Olson's relatives were not successful.
The incident occurred shortly before 12:30 p.m. Tuesday. In a statement, U.S. Capitol Police said Olson tried to enter the Capitol Visitor Center and got in line at a security screening checkpoint. He was told to put his black coat and book bag through an X-ray machine. Police said in court documents they discovered the torch and flare gun.
In a statement, police said Olson "smelled like he doused part of his clothing with fuel." In court documents, police said an officer asked Olson if he had gasoline in his possession and he answered that he "only has vodka in a bottle." Police said they found a glass liquor bottle and a metal drinking container, both filled with gasoline.
Officers also found "what appears to be a manifesto and a letter to Congress," the police statement said, adding: "The letter was focused on the man's opinions on the war in the middle east." The incident forced officials to close the Visitor Center and cancel public tours for the day.
The court documents say that Olson gave police a red envelope that had been tucked under his shirt with his manifesto, which he described as his "thesis." Olson told police he wanted to get arrested "in the hope of gaining viral media attention to spread his message," according to the court documents. "Olson specifically stated that he chose Election Day to maximize the impact of his statement."
Police said they found a sedan used by Olson at 9th Street and Maryland Avenue NE. Officials believe Olson traveled to D.C. from Michigan on Monday, the statement said.
"If our officers did not stop this man, yesterday would have been a very different story than this one," U.S. Capitol Police Chief J. Thomas Manger said in the statement.
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She thought America would surprise her. Then Donald Trump won again.
Easter Brown, 83, believed she would witness history on election night. But it was the continued disappointment of being a Black woman in America.
By Petula Dvorak | 2024-11-07

Easter Brown, 83, put out snacks for an election night watch party she had hoped would be a historic victory for Vice President Kamala Harris. (Petula Dvorak/TWP)


Easter Brown began her election night by putting out the turquoise-colored stem glasses for a ginger ale toast.
She was preparing for something she never imagined she would see in her 83 years.
Not during her years picking cotton for her father, a sharecropper for a White farmer in North Carolina, or her years working in the White House cafeteria, or even during the years she decorated her tiny apartment with photos of the Obama family -- almost as many as those of her own family -- did she imagine she would get to cast this vote.
"Not for a woman," said Brown, setting out the splurge cashews in a glass-cut bowl. "I never thought I'd vote for a Black woman for president."
And casting that historic, hopeful vote was where it ended.
Brown lives in one of the Golden Rule apartments near the Capitol, a complex of low-income senior housing where one of the two slow, clanking elevators is always broken. Her door was the most festive on the fifth floor.

Easter Brown, 83, decorated her door in the Golden Rule apartment building in D.C., in anticipation of a historic election. (Petula Dvorak/TWP)


She hoped for a watch party there. But the community room that the brochure brags about doesn't have a TV right now. Plus, most of her friends can't stay up late anymore.
"I'm in it all night," she promised when I arrived. "I'm staying up until we see her win."
In 2016, I went to a watch party held by junior high girls, the ones in the blossom of tween girl, can-do spirit, before they were bruised by high school and the reality of American womanhood. They aged dramatically that night. I checked in with them this year, and their first votes would be their revenge votes.

Lauren Dent, Sydney Robinson and Mirette Arafa were among a group of middle school girls at a Northern Virginia watch party on election night in 2016. (Petula Dvorak/TWP)


This time, I wanted to be with Black women who helped build our nation, thanklessly, to witness the respect and reward the nation would finally give them. This may be their final -- and most meaningful -- vote for president.
Brown put out her hope in an extra-large batch of her beloved chicken salad and pickles lined in a row on a porcelain plate. "My grandson might come join us," she explained.
The results for North Carolina began coming in.
"That's where I grew up. Soon as I got the diploma, got out of there," she said. "I picked cotton from when I was about 7 or 8 until I was 19."
"It's sticky on your hands. And we were out there in 95-degree heat. Hard work. We were 11 kids, we all worked in the fields. The farmer grew cotton, corn, sugar cane."
By 9 p.m., the news wasn't bad for Vice President Kamala Harris in North Carolina.
"Look at that," Brown said. Maybe North Carolina had changed since her days as a girl growing up there.
"You saw a White woman coming down the street, you better get to the other side," she remembered. "That's how bad it was."
She remembered the Whites-only movie theaters. The Confederate flags everywhere.

A Black Lives Matter billboard is seen next to a Confederate flag in Pittsboro, North Carolina, in 2020. (Gerry Broome/AP)


Brown stopped her story when she heard one of the television anchors say "overperforming."
"She could possibly take the state of Georgia," the journalist said. Brown clapped and smiled. "Georgia? She might take Georgia?"
We each took another scoop of her chicken salad.
"Relish," she said, when I asked for her secret ingredient. "And eggs."
Brown couldn't wait to leave North Carolina. "I was the only one of my sisters who didn't get pregnant in high school," she said.
And as soon as she got her high school diploma, she moved to D.C., where an aunt was living.
"That was 1959. I got a job as a live-in," she said. "That was hard work from sunup to sundown. He was a dentist. Four kids, two of them twins."
The election results were coming in. The TV map was turning red.
"Oh, my Lord," she said.
Brown was used to being disappointed by men. She married a charming record-store owner and worked at his shop on Georgia Avenue. They divorced after seven years, and she was left to raise their three children alone.
"Then his mother died. I raised five of her children," she said. "I had to work two jobs."
Silence. We nibbled at the crackers. She didn't touch the celebration cashews.
"Trump's going to take away my Medicare, isn't he?" she said. "You know how much I get in food stamps? I get $30 a month."
She survives thanks to the grocery deliveries she gets from We Are Family D.C., a nonprofit run by D.C. punks that she joined, becoming the vice chair of the board of directors.
"They gave me an award," she told me, and unboxed the glass trophy etched with the declaration that she is a "Shining Light."

Easter Brown, 83, received the Shining Light Award for her work with We Are Family D.C. (Petula Dvorak/TWP)


A local news bulletin cut into the national news.
"We've got Angela Alsobrooks live," the anchor said. Brown began cheering, whooping to the ceiling and grabbed a tissue.

Easter Brown, 83, cheered when Angela Alsobrooks was declared the next U.S. senator from Maryland. (Petula Dvorak/TWP)


"It's remarkable to think that in two years America will celebrate its 250th birthday, and in all those years, there have been more than 2,000 people who have served in the United States Senate, and only three have looked like me," Alsobrooks said in her victory speech after a decisive win against former Maryland governor Larry Hogan.
Brown remembered the last time she had that feeling, when President Barack Obama won. Before Obama, she spent years working in the White House cafeteria as a cashier. She was there on Sept. 11, 2001.
"We all evacuated. I grabbed my pocketbook. We walked all the way to my house," she recalled.
When she retired in 2004, President George W. Bush gave her a photo of them together. She missed working for the Obama family by four years.
"We're not going to know tonight, are we?" Brown said.
Her grandson called.
"You coming?" she asked.
She put the phone down and picked up the bowl of chicken salad. "It's got mayo in it, so I better put that in the fridge," she said. Trump was predicted to win North Carolina. It was time to call it a night.
On Wednesday morning, Brown couldn't get out of bed, but she wasn't sleeping.
"Everybody's been calling me about the election," she said. "I'm sad. I'm so sad."
The intelligent, qualified Black woman lost.
America, yet again, disappointed her.
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D.C.-area forecast: Still abnormally warm today with a slight chance of a shower
Cooler Friday before a better chance of rain late Sunday into early Monday.
By Matt Rogers | 2024-11-07
A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
7/10: Our September in November continues with warm 70s and a strain for just a drop of rain.
Warm weather continues for yet another day even as clouds and perhaps a shower hold back temperatures compared to yesterday. A passing front today will cool us down tomorrow into the weekend, but temperatures are still expected to run above normal.
The ongoing, record-setting dry streak may continue into the weekend, but some measurable rain could fall late Sunday into Monday. Another potential round of rain may arrive around a week from today.
Today (Thursday): Cloudy and a touch muggy this morning as we watch the skies for a possible light shower as a cool front passes through the area. Humidity drops this afternoon as highs range from the mid-70s to around 80. There's a chance we tie today's record high, which is 81 degrees set in 2022. Light and variable winds shift to come from the northwest later into the afternoon. Confidence: Medium
Tonight: Clearing and turning cooler with light winds from the north. Lows range from the low 40s in the outer suburbs to the low 50s in the city. Confidence: Medium-High
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast through the weekend ...




Tomorrow (Friday): Sunny skies return with highs in the mid-60s to low 70s. Light winds blow from the west at 5-10 mph. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: Mostly clear and cool with lows mainly in the 40s to near 50. Confidence: Medium-High

Fall foliage in Rock Creek on Nov. 6. (Thomas Cluderay/Flickr)


Saturday looks like another nice day but feels more like November. Sunny skies push highs into the low-to-mid 60s with light breezes. Saturday night is partly cloudy and cool with lows in the 40s to near 50. Confidence: Medium-High
Sunday features increasing clouds with a chance of afternoon to evening showers. Highs should be in the low-to-mid 60s again. Showers are more likely Sunday night with a shot to get a tenth- to a quarter-inch of actual rain as lows range from the upper 40s to low 50s. Confidence: Medium
Monday (Veterans Day) could see some early morning lingering clouds and shower activity before partial sunshine for most of the day with highs back into the warmer low 70s. Confidence: Medium
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Democrats, Republicans split Virginia's two battleground House races
Each party is projected to hold onto one of Virginia's battleground districts - the 2nd and 7th - as control of the House remains uncertain.
By Teo Armus, Gregory S. Schneider | 2024-11-07

Eugene Vindman (D) speaks to his supporters at the Silk Mill in Fredericksburg, Virginia, on Nov. 5. (Parker Michels-Boyce for The Washington Post)


Democrats and Republicans were projected to split Virginia's two most competitive congressional contests, according to the Associated Press, with each party holding onto one of these battleground districts as control of the House remains uncertain.
Yevgeny "Eugene" Vindman's projected victory in the 7th Congressional District, called by the AP on Wednesday night, keeps the seat in Democratic hands and sends Vindman -- best known for his supporting role in the lead-up to Donald Trump's first impeachment -- to the chamber where his identical twin once testified about the former president.
The former Army colonel will succeed Rep. Abigail Spanberger (D), who opted not to seek reelection in this sprawling seat anchored in the Fredericksburg area -- a perennial swing district -- as she runs for governor next year.
"Despite the polarization in Washington, I remain optimistic that we can cut through the gridlock. Indeed, it's the only way forward," Vindman said in a speech Tuesday night, declaring victory over Republican Derrick Anderson before the race was called.
Anderson's campaign did not concede Wednesday, instead saying in a statement that "the process is ongoing" following a late drop of in-person ballots from the district's redder Piedmont region. "We want to make sure everyone's voice is heard in this extremely close race," the statement read.
Vindman's projected win came just after Rep. Jen Kiggans (R) was projected to defeat Democratic challenger Missy Cotter Smasal for a second term in Congress representing the Virginia Beach-centered 2nd District, also considered one of the closest contests in the country and a priority for each party's leadership.
True to its billing, the race was too close to call until early Wednesday evening, with a huge batch of Virginia Beach early votes outstanding through election night and then a few straggling precincts reporting.
"I'm incredibly honored that voters in Southeast Virginia have once again chosen commonsense conservatism to represent them in Washington," Kiggans said in a written statement shortly after 6 p.m. Wednesday. "My priorities are unchanged: securing a strong economy, securing our southern border, ensuring our communities and families are kept safe, and providing peace through strength on the world stage."

Rep. Jen Kiggans (R) smiles at All Saints' Episcopal Church in Virginia Beach on Nov. 5. (Kristen Zeis/For The Washington Post)


Both parties targeted the pair of seats as a crucial prize in their efforts to win the House majority, unleashing a barrage of television attack ads and sending national surrogates to the districts in the final days before the election.
It was not clear whether either projected victory was enough to determine control of the chamber. Several closely contested races in California were still too close to call Wednesday night, though Republicans have expressed confidence that they are in a position to hold onto their narrow lead.
Vindman, 49, a former national security official, rose to prominence after helping his identical twin raise internal alarms about a phone call between Donald Trump and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky. He leveraged that story into a record fundraising haul, outraising Anderson more than 5 to 1 and amassing one of the largest war chests of any House campaign nationwide.
But the Democrat largely avoided the impeachment saga on the campaign trail, sticking instead to his party's playbook on abortion -- even as his opponent accused him of staging a "revenge tour" against Trump and some voters appeared to confuse him with his better-known brother.
On Tuesday night, he pledged to "stand in the way of extreme politicians" opposed to abortion but also promised to listen to the concerns of constituents who did not vote for him. Vindman said his win was a classic example of "the American experience, that an immigrant who escaped the Soviet regime with his family with less than $800 in his pockets would now stand here as congressman-elect for the House of Representatives."
The 7th District, which stretches from the outer D.C. suburbs through the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains, was seen as especially competitive this year given the lack of an incumbent. Anderson, a former Army Green Beret, pitched himself as an affable "homegrown candidate" from Spotsylvania County who would tackle the high cost of living and tighten border security.
House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) stumped with both Anderson and Kiggans earlier this week, underlining the importance of both races to the GOP.
Kiggans, 53, a geriatric nurse practitioner and former Navy helicopter pilot, promised to "always work to prioritize you and the issues that are important to the people of our great Commonwealth and country ... We're going to celebrate this hard-earned victory, but make no mistake: we have much work to do. The American people have entrusted us to build on the work our House Republican Majority has done over the past two years."
On Wednesday, Johnson's Congressional Leadership Fund -- which had spent $3 million on advertising to support Kiggans -- issued a statement congratulating her. "Congresswoman Jen Kiggans embodies service and patriotism and has delivered real results for Virginia," fund president Dan Conston wrote. "It's no surprise Virginians chose her again to represent them in Congress, and we were proud to have played a part in her resounding victory."
Cotter Smasal, a former Navy surface warfare officer and former small-business owner, conceded shortly before Kiggans sent out her comments.
"I'm proud of our campaign that focused on essential freedoms and protecting our Democracy," Cotter Smasal said in a written statement. "I hope that Congresswoman Kiggans will develop the strength to stand up to extremism in her own party and focus on the needs of ALL Coastal Virginians. We will always know that we were on the right side of history. Keep the faith and keep up the fight."
The narrowly divided district, heavy with retired and active-duty military members, has changed parties twice in the past six years. Kiggans's win came as Democrats statewide turned in unofficial results that were weaker than expected.
Kiggans had led in the slightly Republican-leaning district for most of the summer, but the race tightened in the past few weeks. She ran hard on issues related to the economy and veterans' affairs, and the message seemed to resonate with voters.
Cotter Smasal had tried to cast Kiggans as too extreme for the closely divided district, pointing out flattering comments Kiggans has made about Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Georgia) and Kiggans's support for Trump, who she joined at a rally over the summer in Chesapeake.
Schneider reported from Richmond. Tom Jackman contributed to this report.
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Trump lost Virginia but gained ground in slightly less blue D.C. suburbs
The rightward shift in vote-rich counties such as Loudoun, Prince William and even deep blue Fairfax helped Trump improve his performance in Virginia over 2020.
By Gregory S. Schneider, Teo Armus, Laura Vozzella | 2024-11-07

A volunteer hands out Trump stickers on Election Day in Virginia Beach on Tuesday. (Kristen Zeis for The Washington Post)


The Northern Virginia suburbs shifted slightly toward President-elect Donald Trump in Tuesday's election, defying conventional wisdom about the D.C. area's status as an increasingly blue bulwark, according to unofficial returns.
In a state where Democrats rallied heavily around Vice President Kamala Harris's presidential campaign, some in the party were caught off guard by a GOP surge that also saw moderately conservative areas take on a deeper shade of red.
"At this point, I'm perplexed," said Jeff Kent, chair of the Spotsylvania Democratic Committee in a county that Trump won by almost two more percentage points this year than in 2020. "I don't have an explanation for how things came out. The realities are not syncing up from what I see in my head to what is clearly evidenced in the results."
The rightward movement in vote-rich counties such as Loudoun, Prince William, Fauquier and even the Democratic stronghold of Fairfax helped Trump improve his performance in Virginia over 2020. But the Republican still lost the state to Harris by a little more than five percentage points, with the final count not yet complete.
That's better than Trump's 10-point loss to Joe Biden four years ago and comparable to his five-point loss to Hillary Clinton in 2016. Harris won the immediate D.C. suburbs -- Fairfax, as always with Democratic candidates, helped put her over the top -- as well as Loudoun, Prince William and Stafford counties in the exurban parts of Northern Virginia. But her margins of victory were two to five points lower than Biden's.
Some of the credit for the purple blush should go to Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) and his ability to connect with suburban voters, University of Mary Washington political analyst Stephen J. Farnsworth said. "The movement of suburban voters into the D column had really been accelerating before Youngkin's victory [in 2021]," Farnsworth said, referring to the Republican's narrow win in that year's gubernatorial race.
Youngkin, who had cultivated an image as a friendly basketball dad, went all-in for Trump this year, appearing with him at rallies and shouting himself hoarse to put Virginia in play for the MAGA leader.
He failed to negotiate a win. But his supporters say the better-than-last-time showing for Trump will burnish the governor's national stature in the Republican Party as someone who can bridge the gap between hardcore MAGA and more moderate suburbanites.
"President Trump took Virginia from a D plus-10 state to a close five-point race," Youngkin political strategist Matthew Moran, whose firm did direct mail for the Trump campaign in some states, said in a text to The Washington Post. "That's pretty amazing. The popularity of the governor and his successful policies also certainly played a big part in that. If Virginia Democrats want to pretend like the Commonwealth is some progressive bastion, they will pay the price in 2025."
Youngkin is entering the final year of his term in January, and the Virginia constitution prohibits governor's from succeeding themselves. His new bromance with Trump has sparked whispers in Richmond that Youngkin could be in line for a Cabinet position, though Farnsworth cautioned that Virginians take a dim view of a governor walking away before his term is complete. That could nix any idea of running for future office, such as the U.S. Senate, he said.
David Richards, political science chairman at the University of Lynchburg, said Trump's national victory complicates -- or at least postpones -- Youngkin's highest future ambitions. Almost immediately after opting out of a last-minute 2024 presidential bid of his own late last year, Youngkin began laying the groundwork for a potential 2028 presidential run. But now he would probably have to compete against a sitting vice president, JD Vance, for the GOP nomination.
"I think Glenn Youngkin had the worst [post-election] morning of anybody because his presidential hopes are gone," Richards said. "He's got to be a little frustrated. Had Trump lost, his pathway to running for president would have been very clear."
Youngkin did not make any public appearances Wednesday but issued a statement congratulating Trump and Vance. "The American people have spoken overwhelmingly to return common sense, strength, and leadership back to the White House," he said.

Rep. Jen Kiggans (R-Virginia) talks with Lauren Rigell and her 6-month-old son, Rhett, in Virginia Beach on Tuesday. (Kristen Zeis for The Washington Post)


Meanwhile, Virginia Democrats were taking stock. Sen. Tim Kaine (D) was projected to win a third term, and the party's other incumbents unofficially prevailed in congressional contests.
In the competitive 2nd District, a red seat anchored in Virginia Beach, Rep. Jen Kiggans (R) successfully fended off a late surge of momentum from Democratic challenger Missy Cotter Smasal, according to the Associated Press.
In the 7th District, an open blue seat anchored in Fredericksburg, Democrat Yevgeny "Eugene" Vindman prevailed over Republican Derrick Anderson in another extremely tight race that the AP called on Wednesday evening.
But the stronger showing by Republicans in many Northern Virginia districts left some Democrats wondering what new dynamics were at work.

Yevgeny "Eugene" Vindman, a Democrat who won Virginia's 7th District congressional seat, and his wife, Cindy, in Fredericksburg, Virginia, on Tuesday. (Parker Michels-Boyce for The Washington Post)


Kent, who helped Democrats flip control of the school board in Spotsylvania County -- an exurban-to-rural community outside Fredericksburg -- said there were "fundamental issues" such as abortion rights that he thought would bring moderate Republicans to cast their ballots for Harris and other Democrats.
Virginia House of Delegates Speaker Don Scott (D-Portsmouth) said he could only assume voters were betting that Trump was not serious about his plans to eliminate the Education Department and shrink federal agencies or relocate them to other states, which could cost Virginia thousands of jobs.
But Scott said he took several lessons from the national and statewide outcomes. Voters, he said, feel uncertainty in their lives and want a stronger message from Democrats.
"I think the economy was a huge issue. I think inflation is real," he said, adding that Democrats have delivered a robust economic recovery but that ordinary people still feel strapped -- particularly in the expensive Northern Virginia market where the cost of living is far higher than the rest of the state. "I think that message didn't resonate with voters, and I think that ended up hurting us at some point."
Asked if he gave Youngkin some credit for the shift toward Republicans, Scott scoffed. "They lost!" he said. "Thank you, Gov. Youngkin, for delivering another 'L' for Donald Trump."
Democrats did improve their performance in some parts of the state. In suburban Chesterfield County outside Richmond, for instance, Harris won by a wider margin this year than Biden did in 2020, according to the unofficial results. And that's in a growing county that was solidly red just a few years ago.

Derrick Anderson greets voters at Hampton Oaks Elementary School in Stafford, Virginia on Tuesday. (Parker Michels-Boyce for The Washington Post)


Kelsey Carolan, spokeswoman for the Democratic Party of Virginia, noted that Virginia was among a group of Eastern states in which neither major party spent big dollars on television advertising, believing Democrats had a relatively secure advantage. Those other states -- including Connecticut, New York, New Jersey and Maryland -- all saw Trump surge by eight to 11 points, while his improvement in Virginia was about 4.8 points, Carolan said.
Mark Rozell, dean of the Schar School of Policy and Government at George Mason University, said the better Republican results in Northern Virginia could be understood through three lenses: One, the economy -- especially tough in an area with skyrocketing housing prices. Two, low Democratic enthusiasm, partly the product of an assumption that Democrats will always win there anyway.
And three, most surprisingly, immigration. "Northern Virginia is the commonwealth's richest melting pot," Rozell wrote in an email to The Post. "Although the increased diversity of the region would typically help a Democratic campaign, Trump performed especially well for a Republican with certain minority groups."
National exit surveys showed that while Harris won the Hispanic vote, she did so by only eight percentage points, compared with a 33-point margin for Biden, Rozell said. "Democrats in Virginia need large margins and robust turnouts among minority populations. Trump did well to hold down his losses with minority voters in Northern Virginia, while driving up his predominantly White rural base," he said.
Moran, Youngkin's political strategist, agreed. "It's clear that Latinos and suburban women were the movers," he said.
Jacob Alderman, chair of the Prince William Republican Committee, said Republicans performed better in Northern Virginia communities like his because the party started leaning into the demographic change that has transformed the more exurban parts of the region.
A onetime farming community, Prince William County was reliably Republican before a population boom in the last decade -- fueled mostly by Latinos and African Americans -- turned the area into a diverse political bellwether and then a reliably blue stronghold. White people became the minority in 2010, and just one Republican is left among its dozen seats in the state legislature.
Alderman said that while Democrats had assumed most non-White voters would flock to them, his side of the aisle has fought hard to extend its message of less regulation, lower taxes and more public safety into these communities of color -- including in spaces where Republicans may not have thought to campaign just a few cycles ago, such as mosques, Black fraternities and Sikh gurdwaras.
Alderman's group spent more than $10,000 during this election to send out Spanish-language text messages, mailers and radio ads and printed its voter guides to distribute at the polls in Spanish, too -- a strategy that was inspired by both the Republican chapter in neighboring Loudoun County as well as Trump's outreach to voters of color, he said.
Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-Virginia), who was projected to win a ninth term Tuesday night, acknowledged that areas like his Fairfax-based congressional district saw stronger performance by Republicans but said he wasn't worried. "So what? Northern Virginia is still hostile territory for Donald Trump," he said. "When you're only getting 30 or 40 percent of the vote, I wouldn't call that strength. It may be an improvement, but that reflects the improvement across states. ... There's still a solid Democratic majority, and it's important not to lose track of that."
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Montgomery County voters limit county executive to two consecutive terms
The approval keeps County Executive Marc Elrich from running for a third consecutive term, which he had planned to do.
By Katie Shepherd | 2024-11-07

Second-term Montgomery County Executive Marc Elrich addresses the crowd during his inauguration ceremony at the Music Center at Strathmore in Bethesda, Maryland, on Dec. 5, 2022. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


Montgomery County voters overwhelmingly endorsed a ballot measure that will limit county executives to just two consecutive terms, ending current County Executive Marc Elrich's plans to run again in 2026.
More than tw0-thirds of the votes counted by Wednesday afternoon supported the initiative, which was led by Reardon Sullivan, a Republican who mounted a campaign against Elrich in 2022 and lost by more than 170,000 votes.
Sullivan told The Post last month that the effort was not a personal attack on Elrich, but a matter of "good governance" that would bring the limit on serving in the county's top role in line with term limits that apply to Maryland's governor and U.S. president.
A campaign committee run by Sullivan to advance the two-term limit spent more than $76,000 on the effort, according to campaign finance records. At least $50,000 came from a political action committee called "Progressives for Progress," with ties to real estate developers, that in the past has endorsed one of Elrich's most competitive opponents.
County executives were previously limited to three consecutive terms under a law approved by voters in 2016.
Elrich, who opposed the ballot measure, argued that the new term limit was directly aimed at unseating him by opponents who have been unable to defeat him in elections.
In Montgomery County, where the Democratic candidate usually carries the general election handily, Elrich has won his primary contests by razor-thin margins.
In 2018, Elrich beat pro-development candidate David Blair by 77 votes, going on to win the general election with 65 percent of the vote. Blair tried again in 2022, but Elrich held on to the Democratic nomination by 32 votes, winning that November with 75 percent of the vote.
"You've got Republicans who couldn't beat me in a one-on-one election. You've got developers who couldn't beat me one-on-one after spending millions of dollars trying to do that twice," Elrich said at a news conference Wednesday. "The best strategy, as they knew, was to try to knock me out using term limits."
Before Tuesday's election, Elrich made a pitch to voters that -- to be effective in implementing long-term change -- county executives need more than two terms to stand up their administrations and see their goals through. On Wednesday, he said he wasn't surprised that voters approved the initiative, in part because the campaign behind it did not bother to mention that term limits already exist for the county executive.
Sullivan and others who advocated for the stricter term limits said the two-term limit would add fresh voices to county government more frequently and help new candidates overcome the advantage that incumbents enjoy in elections.
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PM Update: Record warmth of today eases slightly Thursday
Temperatures today made the low 80s locally, which is about as warm as it gets this late in the year. 
By Ian Livingston | 2024-11-06

Northeast U.S. temperatures this afternoon. (The Washington Post)


Record highs were established locally as temperatures rose to near and above 80 this afternoon. Washington reached  83, beating the 2015 max of 80. It's also as warm as it gets this late in the year. Nov. 15, 1993 is the only other instance this late, when the temperature also reached 83. Slightly less intense into tomorrow but still quite warm for November.
Listen to our daily D.C. forecasts: Apple Podcasts | Amazon Echo | More options
Through tonight: Clouds increase. Temperatures only dip to values more typical of daytime highs this time of year, 60 to 65 should do it most spots. Winds blow lightly out of the south.
View the current weather at The Washington Post.
Tomorrow (Thursday): Not quite as toasty. Still pretty warm, though. Highs should mostly range from the mid-70s to near 80. It'll be cloudier than today, with a chance of scattered midday or afternoon showers. Winds are turning from the south to the west and eventually northwest.
See Dan Stillman's forecast through the weekend. And if you haven't already, join us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter and Instagram.
November? Record highs going into today were 80 in D.C., Baltimore and at Dulles. All three locations either tied or broke records. In addition to Washington's 83, it was 81 in Baltimore and Dulles reached 83. The 83 at Dulles is the warmest temperature this late in the year there, with a record to 1963 and besting 81 in 2023.
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Democrats sweep local offices, school boards in Alexandria, Arlington
Alexandria City council member Alyia Gaskins (D), who was running uncontested, will become the city's first Black woman mayor.
By Teo Armus, Karina Elwood | 2024-11-06

Alexandria City council member Alyia Gaskins talks to residents at Charles Houston Recreation Center in January. (Astrid Riecken for The Washington Post)


Democrats swept local elections in Northern Virginia on Tuesday, maintaining control of local government and school boards in Arlington County and Alexandria, and giving the city its first Black woman mayor.
Alexandria City council member Alyia Gaskins (D), who was running uncontested for the city's top elected office, will make history in one of the country's oldest cities -- one that, at 275 years old, has served as both a major slave-trading hub and a haven for free Black communities.
"I can barely find the words for what this moment means," Gaskins, 35, said in an interview. "I have a deep joy, a deep gratitude, but also a deep humility: So many young Black women will be able to see political representation that looks like them."
Her victory, which puts her in line to chair Alexandria's six-person city council, anchored a night of unsurprising wins for Democrats in these deep-blue communities, where the party has won almost every election for the last few decades. Mayor Justin M. Wilson (D), a fixture in city politics for nearly two decades, had declined to seek a third term in office.
A vocal contingent of residents in both jurisdictions, including some Democrats, have voiced discontent over housing density, government transparency, school safety and education funding -- issues that animated the contests in these highly educated, mostly wealthy suburbs outside D.C.
Yet in a year with a presidential election on the ballot, those concerns did not appear to be enough to tip the races for every seat in Alexandria as well as a handful of open seats in Arlington. More than 64 percent of registered voters in each jurisdiction cast their ballots in the general election -- turnout figures well above the past three years.
The full Democratic slate for Alexandria City Council -- including incumbents Canek Aguirre, Sarah Bagley, John Taylor Chapman and R. Kirk McPike, as well as school board members Abdel S. Elnoubi and Jacinta Greene -- declared victory Tuesday night over three other candidates. Council members are elected at large and serve three-year terms, and Bagley is expected to be selected by her colleagues as vice mayor as the top vote-getter in the race.

Alexandria City Council members at Charles Houston Recreation Center in January. (Astrid Riecken for The Washington Post)


Five incumbents and four newcomers were elected to the Alexandria School Board, with all races uncontested. Seats on the board are divided into three voting districts, with three members representing each district: Michelle Rief, Tim Beaty and Ryan Reyna in District A, which covers Old Town and Del Ray; Ashley Simpson Baird, Kelly Carmichael Booz and Alexander Scioscia in the city's more suburban District B; and Donna Kenley, Christopher Harris and Abdulahi Abdalla in District C in the West End.
In Arlington, the Democratic-endorsed candidates -- Zuraya Tapia-Hadley and Kathleen Clark -- won two open seats on the school board in a four-way race, while Julius D. "J.D." Spain Sr. (D) declared victory over three others in a ranked-choice contest for the sole empty seat on the county board.
The school and county boards in Arlington each have five members who are all elected at large and serve staggered four-year terms. They vote among themselves to choose a chair and vice chair. The school board is officially nonpartisan, but the Arlington County Democratic Committee holds an unofficial vote to select its endorsed candidates.
In Alexandria, council elections this year were dominated by divisions over several votes that promised to further urbanize this onetime bedroom community: a since-canceled proposal to build a new sports arena in Potomac Yard and the council's vote last year to end single-family-only zoning -- an effort that is now being contested in court.
The Democratic council candidates and Gaskins had voiced support for both efforts, though most distanced themselves from the arena plan as it collapsed in the Virginia General Assembly.
Alexandria has a "weak mayor" system, which means the job is limited, at least officially, to chairing the council and some other ceremonial duties.
The Alexandria school district serves more than 16,000 students, nearly half of whom are English learners, and about two-thirds of whom are economically disadvantaged. The incoming board will establish a contract with the teachers union, which won collective bargaining rights earlier this year. and also guide the school division through its ongoing redistricting process.
In Arlington, school board candidates Clark and Tapia-Hadley said addressing budget constraints, delivering quality education and boosting school safety were among their priorities for the school district of more than 27,000 students.
Arlington had one county board seat on the ballot this year after Libby Garvey (D), the body's chair this year and its longest-serving member, declined to seek reelection following more than a dozen years in office.
Spain sparred with other candidates over the board's decision to dissolve the county's Human Rights Commission over the summer as well as its push to loosen of zoning rules. Arlington's "missing middle" housing effort was struck down in circuit court last month, though the county is appealing the case.
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Alsobrooks has made history as Maryland's new senator. Here's what she promised.
Angela Alsobrooks will be Maryland's first Black U.S. Senator. She pledges to help restore reproductive rights, push for gun laws and, if needed, end the filibuster. 
By Katie Shepherd | 2024-11-06

Democrat Angela Alsobrooks speaks to supporters in College Park just after her Senate victory over Republican Larry Hogan on Nov. 5. (Graeme Sloan for The Washington Post)


Democrat Angela Alsobrooks was projected Tuesday night to become the state's first Black U.S. senator after the costliest Senate race the state has ever seen.
On the campaign trail, Alsobrooks closely aligned herself with Vice President Kamala Harris, her personal friend, arguing that Harris's agenda would be thwarted before she was even sworn in if her Republican opponent, former governor Larry Hogan, won and handed a Senate majority to the GOP.
With former president Donald Trump headed back to the White House and Republicans in control of the Senate, Alsobrooks will enter the chamber as a junior senator in the minority party who promised Marylanders that she will do whatever is in her power to obstruct the MAGA movement.
But her influence is limited because her party will not hold power over the chamber. 
"This election is quite literally about the future," Alsobrooks said at a campaign stop in Bowie in the final weeks of her campaign.
A lifetime resident of Prince George's County, Alsobrooks grew up in a working-class neighborhood where her mother was a receptionist and her father delivered newspapers and sold cars. She graduated from the rigorous Benjamin Banneker Academic High School in Washington, D.C., before attending Duke University and later earning a law degree at the University of Maryland School of Law.
Alsobrooks got her start in government as an assistant state's attorney tackling domestic violence cases in the county. She first won an election in 2010, when she became the first Black woman to serve as state's attorney there. She made history again when she won a 2018 race for Prince George's County executive.
In her race against Hogan, Alsobrooks centered her campaign on two core issues: maintaining Democratic control of the Senate and expanding women's reproductive rights. With a Republican-controlled Senate and a Trump presidency, many of Alsobrooks's core promises are unlikely to bear fruit.
Democrats argued that the Maryland Senate seat was important in their effort to retain control of the Senate. Alsobrooks and her allies consistently beat that drum, reminding voters that Hogan would caucus with the GOP -- which would almost certainly block any expansion of abortion access -- and hand leadership roles to far more conservative Republicans.
Alsobrooks repeatedly said she was appalled by the reality that her daughter, a freshman at Spelman College in Atlanta, has fewer reproductive rights than her mother did at that age.
"We're right about the privacy and the freedom women deserve," Alsobrooks said in late September. "We're right that my 19-year-old daughter should have at least as many rights as her mother and grandmother. We're right about it."
She promised to support efforts to reinstate the federal protections for abortion access that existed before the Supreme Court's decision in Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization, though Republican leaders likely will not bring up such legislation for a vote.
She said she would vote with other Democrats to end the filibuster in Congress if it meant passing abortion protections, but the party won't have the votes to do so. And she said she supported proposals to overhaul the Supreme Court by instituting term limits for justices and possibly expanding the number of seats on the bench - an idea commonly known as "court packing" that Republicans broadly oppose.
Her campaign ran political ads in which she promised to reduce the cost of groceries, housing and prescription drugs. Alsobrooks said she would support legislative efforts to rein in corporate greed and raise caps on taxable income for high earners so that more money can go into Social Security to ensure that the program remains funded beyond 2035.
The former prosecutor said another key legislative priority will be tighter gun laws. She said she would vote for bills to keep ghost guns off the streets and ban assault weapons.
"The fact that the number one killer of our children is gun violence, and that we as a country have done nothing about it, is shameful," she said during her sole debate with Hogan in October.
On foreign policy, Alsobrooks said she would chart her own path.
She took a middle-of-the-road position on the conflict in Gaza, calling for the immediate return of hostages to their families in Israel, expressing support for a cease-fire and condemning the humanitarian crisis for Palestinians. Long term, she said, she supports a two-state solution to the conflict. She also condemned Russia's invasion of Ukraine and said the United States must support the Ukrainian resistance to deter similar actions by China in Taiwan.
Alsobrooks replaces longtime Sen. Ben Cardin (D-Md.), who announced his retirement in 2023. She will join former state senator Sarah Elfreth (D), who was also elected to Congress on Tuesday, adding at least two women to a previously all-male delegation.
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Anderson, Vindman locked in tight race for Virginia's crucial 7th District seat
Democrat Eugene Vindman faced Republican Derrick Anderson in Virginia's 7th Congressional District, one of two key House districts in the commonwealth. 
By Teo Armus | 2024-11-06

Eugene Vindman, democratic candidate for Virginia's 7th District congressional seat, hugs his wife, Cindy, in Fredericksburg, Va., on Tuesday. (Parker Michels-Boyce for The Washington Post)


Republican Derrick Anderson and Democrat Yevgeny "Eugene" Vindman -- both Army veterans and lawyers with limited political experience -- were locked in a tight battle Wednesday morning for Virginia's 7th Congressional District, a seat that will be key to determining control of the House.
Rep. Abigail Spanberger (D-Virginia) is running for governor next year instead of seeking reelection in this sprawling swing district, which stretches from the outer D.C. suburbs to the rural foothills of the Virginia Piedmont. Her exit opened up an expensive, bruising contest that pitted Anderson, a former Green Beret, against Vindman, a former colonel and national security official best known for his supporting role in the lead-up to Donald Trump's first impeachment.
Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) won the area in 2021 by the same margin as Spanberger did the following year, and both parties targeted the area as a crucial seat to win the House majority. The district -- one of just two dozen or so "toss-ups" nationwide -- was seen as especially competitive this year given the lack of an incumbent.
The race was still too close to call as of about 10 a.m., even after Vindman had taken the stage late Tuesday at his election-night watch party in Fredericksburg to declare victory. "We accomplished something together that many didn't think was possible," he said. "Tonight we have won the election."
Anderson's campaign has not conceded and said in a statement Wednesday morning that it would be deploying representatives to vote-tallying efforts in all 11 jurisdictions in the region. "The reality is that every locality in the district has hundreds or thousands of outstanding ballots," he said.
Vindman, 49, tried to turn the 7th District race into a referendum on reproductive rights in his first-ever run for office. He repeatedly brought up a conservative think-tank's blueprint for a second Trump term, "Project 2025," and emphasized his promise to defend abortion, contraception and IVF.
Anderson, 40, pitched himself as a "homegrown candidate" from Spotsylvania County who blended his promises to address kitchen-table issues such as the cost of living with harder-right rhetoric on crime and border security.
Without a record in elected office, Vindman and Anderson sparred just as often on policy issues as they did on each other's character and ties to the district -- sometimes exchanging intensely personal attacks.

Vindman speaks to volunteer canvassers in Woodbridge, Virginia, on Tuesday. Incumbent Rep. Abigail Spanberger (D) is at left. (Parker Michels-Boyce for The Washington Post)


Vindman largely avoided the impeachment saga on the campaign trail, sticking instead to the Democratic playbook -- even as he leveraged his time in the Washington spotlight into a record fundraising haul.
In near-daily appeals for donations, his campaign recounted how the Vindman twins -- then lieutenant colonels assigned to the National Security Council -- raised alarms about Trump's efforts to pressure Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky. After Alexander Vindman testified during the impeachment hearings, the brothers were ousted from their White House jobs.
Yet the Democrat rarely mentioned that episode, despite Anderson accusing him of undertaking a "revenge tour" against Trump -- and some voters confusing Vindman with his better-known brother.
Lisa Berger, 32, a saleswoman who cast her ballot in Lake Ridge, was vaguely familiar with his backstory -- she remembers hearing about him "standing up to Trump," she said -- but voted for Vindman in the hopes of protecting abortion rights for "myself and women across Virginia."
He seemed like a "stand up guy who would get the job done," Berger said.
Anderson, 40, pitched himself as a relatable "homegrown candidate" who grew up washing dishes in his mom's Spotsylvania restaurant before rising to become an Army Green Beret and then work in the White House. He spoke often about getting calls from family members about congestion on Interstate 95 or the high cost of groceries.
At a polling location in Spotsylvania County, Johnny Bryant, 54, a construction worker, said the election for him came down to the economy and the border.
"The coffee I buy used to be $5, and now under the Democrats it's $10," said Bryant, 54, who came to vote with a MAGA hat on his head and his elementary school-age son by his side. He said his work had dried up outside of government contracts.
Anderson also faced repeated questions about whether he was representing himself authentically on the campaign trail: Most notably, he drew blowback over an image of himself posing holiday card-style with the wife and daughters of a friend in a photograph that had been posted online by the House GOP's campaign arm.
The 40-year-old does not have children and is engaged to a different woman, and Democrats pounced on that visual -- which was drawn from Anderson's supplemental campaign video, or B-roll -- in several ads spoofing the Republican over his "fake family."
Johnny Grant, a Naval Department employee who voted in Stafford, said he did not think that was a deciding issue.
"It's like 'church face,'" said Grant, 56, who cast a split ticket for Anderson and Vice President Kamala Harris. "People you are seeing aren't the people they are. But that didn't bother me."

Derrick Anderson, Republican candidate for Virginia's 7th District seat, speaks to supporters in Fredericksburg, Virginia, on Nov. 5. (Maxwell Posner/For The Washington Post)


Anderson, who began an unsuccessful primary bid for this seat in 2022, raised about $2.8 million -- only a fraction of his opponent's $15 million war chest. Vindman's fundraising haul, which eclipsed all but three other House campaigns throughout the country, was powered mostly by small-dollar donors outside the state.
Both candidates drew similar amounts of outside spending: Anderson attracted about $6 million, largely from the House GOP-aligned Congressional Leadership Fund, while liberal, environmental and immigrant rights groups spent about $5.2 million for Vindman.
The candidates also traded attacks that they had not been transparent with voters: Anderson accused Vindman of inflating his military record and lying about serving in combat, while the Republican faced questions about whether he lived in the district -- though congressional candidates are required only to live in the state they are seeking to represent.
But Bryan Gulcin, 37, an educator in Stafford, said the attacks had not swayed him. Gulcin voted for Vindman because he thought Democrats are stronger on education issues and better captured his middle-of-the-road views.
"He's a moderate. I think we are too far left and too far right these days," he said. "I feel like my generation, the millennials, are more moderate on many issues."
Karina Elwood, Tom Jackman, Lauren Lumpkin and Kyle Swenson contributed to this report.
This story is developing and will be updated.
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The Commanders are contenders, and Adam Peters acted like it
When the Commanders' circumstances changed, Adam Peters met the moment and made his roster better. 
By Barry Svrluga | 2024-11-07

Washington Commanders General Manger Adam Peters talks with owner Josh Harris before an October game. (Nick Wass/AP) 


The current state of the Washington Commanders' absolute resurrection is such that, when the top personnel man asked the first-year coach -- who is responsible for establishing a year-in, year-out environment that allows players to succeed -- if he wanted to trade little bits of his future for a big chunk of the present, the coach about jumped out of his chair.
"You had me at hello," Dan Quinn said. "This was easy, man."
What a charmed world for this franchise. Nine games into a new regime, the Commanders were a) awash in draft picks and salary cap space and b) sitting atop the NFC East, so they thought it smart to trade for cornerback Marshon Lattimore because, in General Manager Adam Peters's assessment, he's "one of the best corners in the entire league and a guy who fits how we play."
This is ahead of schedule. There's no other way to see it. Rebuilds from 4-13 organizational disasters to 7-2 starts that feel transformative don't happen in the NFL, particularly with all the necessary adjustments that come with regime change and roster overhaul.
They are ahead of schedule because of Peters, whose next lousy move as a first-time GM will be his first. That's not just seen through the prism of selecting Jayden Daniels and declaring a generations-old quarterback problem solved. That's looking at the entirety of the situation, addressing weaknesses honestly and shrewdly, and being unafraid to meet the moment.
"I'll say this probably 10 times in this presser," Peters said in Ashburn on Wednesday, a day after he acquired Lattimore from the New Orleans Saints. "But [you're] just doing whatever you can to make your team better, looking down every avenue regardless of your record."
But the reality is this: Their record is 7-2. Play .500 ball over the remainder of the season, and Washington will have 11 wins for the first time since -- wait for it -- 1991. That would be the last season this franchise won the Super Bowl.
The point: These opportunities don't happen very often -- if at all -- around here. Apply that to a wildly fun season, and sit in Peters's chair. It's important to have a plan and to adhere to it, and that plan broadly is to build through the draft and fill in holes with reasonably priced free agents. It's a fine strategy and one the fan base has bought into -- in part because it was outlined by a top football executive who is both savvy and fully empowered by ownership.
Imagine that. For Washingtonians, such a creature feels fictional, a unicorn that can swim great distances underwater while shooting lightning bolts from its hooves. We weren't sure they even existed.
But from Peters's seat, it's even more important to realize that plans don't exist devoid of circumstances. And if circumstances change, the plan has to change. If the Commanders' start had been, say, 3-6? I can't imagine Peters was addressing the media about adding a 28-year-old veteran at the cost of three valuable draft picks (though he got one back in return). Start 7-2, with everything on the table, including a high seed in the NFC playoffs? Pounce.
"It goes back to: Whether you're 9-0 or 0-9, you're always trying to do what's best for the team," Peters said. (And in fairness, he only referenced that guiding principle three times Wednesday, not 10.)
"So if that adds up to adding a player that you can add that's really good, like Marshon, then you always consider it," Peters said. "And then if it's also trading a player away, then you consider that, too. You take them as they come."
Sure. But it's also inarguable that the Commanders arrived at Tuesday's NFL trade deadline armed and ready. That's preparation -- not just in doing due diligence on Lattimore, who addresses an obvious need. It's in investigating and calling about dozens of potential targets that we'll never know about. And it's in gathering the excess picks that leave you happy with what you have remaining, even after you send a few to another team.
Consider it this way: In training camp, the Commanders had wide receiver Jahan Dotson, defensive tackle John Ridgeway and seven picks in the 2025 draft. They traded Dotson and a fifth-rounder to Philadelphia for the Eagles' third-round pick and two seventh-round picks. They dealt Ridgeway and a seventh-rounder to New Orleans for a sixth-rounder. So when they woke up on deadline day, they had nine picks in the 2025 draft. And even after landing Lattimore, they retain a full complement of seven.
"That made us feel a little more comfortable doing this," Peters said.
Getting that level of comfort takes vision, and that vision includes weighing the cost of adding Lattimore -- who has two years left on his deal -- now against trying to acquire a similar player in the offseason through the draft or free agency. That's why being a general manager is more than a full-time job, and that's why Peters has already built a large and competent staff of scouts and analytics people.
But what we're also seeing from Peters, in his first 10 months on the job, is leadership. Given the abyss that existed in that office before, what a concept.
What Commanders fans care about as Lattimore comes aboard is how he fits into Quinn's scheme, whether he can lock down Philly's A.J. Brown and Dallas's CeeDee Lamb, and how soon he'll be over the hamstring issue that left him as a bystander at his first Washington practice.
But it's telling that, in addressing the media, Peters made a point to spread credit to other members of his front office -- Martin Mayhew, Lance Newmark, Chris White, Scott Fitterer and David Blackburn. They put in the work that made a deal possible. They may not do it for the credit. But that doesn't mean it's not nice to be acknowledged for it.
Lattimore's first chance to show that Peters and his staff made the right decision could come Sunday, when the Commanders host Pittsburgh. That's the narrow view. The wide angle: There's no way to talk about this team -- be it on a barstool or in newsprint -- without marveling at the 180-degree pivot it has made in less than a year.
Daniels, as diligent and incandescent as he is, deserves so much of the credit. But even the quarterback is only in Washington because the general manager selected him. At some point, we'll have an Adam Peters move to dissect and reject. We just don't have one yet.
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The strongest MVP candidates halfway through the NFL season
Two good bets to win the league's top individual award, plus some favorites to avoid.
By Neil Greenberg | 2024-11-07

Quarterbacks Jayden Daniels and Lamar Jackson are strong candidates for the NFL's MVP award. (Patrick Smith/Getty Images)


With the NFL season past the halfway point, the race for the MVP award has started to take shape.
The award, which is voted on by a panel of 50 sportswriters at the end of the regular season and therefore doesn't include playoff results, almost always goes to a quarterback; passers have won 16 of the past 17 awards, including the past 11. All 11 of those quarterbacks played for teams that won their division and earned a No. 1 or No. 2 seed in the playoffs that year.
In addition to taking those factors into account, we can make an educated guess of how probable a player is to win the MVP award by implementing a logistic regression -- a mathematical method that helps us make predictions based on existing data -- on how many expected points added (a metric used to quantify a player's or a play's impact on a game's outcome) they accumulate during the season.
The eventual MVP led the league or finished second in expected points added 16 times over the past 22 years, per TruMedia. Three of those outliers were running backs who posted historically great seasons, and two others were quarterbacks with gaudy rushing totals.
What does all of this mean for this year's race? Let's take a look.
Lamar Jackson is the clear front-runner -- and a good value bet.
By this method, the MVP front-runner is Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson, who is the favorite at FanDuel at +250 (meaning you wager $100 to win $250).
Jackson, the reigning MVP, has thrown for 2,379 yards and 20 touchdowns while averaging 56.1 rushing yards per game. His 120.7 passer rating leads the NFL, and he ranks No. 1 in ESPN's Total Quarterback Rating and Pro Football Focus's overall rating. In other words, he is the consensus No. 1 quarterback in the NFL by subjective and objective measures.
His price to win the MVP award is decent, too: Based on his league-leading 108 expected points added, per TruMedia, Jackson has a 30 percent chance of being named the MVP at season's end. That implies a fair price of +230.
Be wary of betting on Josh Allen.
There are other sportsbooks, such as BetMGM, that list Jackson as the MVP co-favorite with Buffalo Bills quarterback Josh Allen. While this makes sense on a few levels -- Allen is widely considered a top-three quarterback but has never won the award, and his Bills are on track to earn a top-two seed in the AFC playoffs -- his performance to this point doesn't support his odds.
Allen ranks fourth in ESPN's QBR but drops to 16th in PFF's rating. What that tells me is Allen's performance is not supported by his underlying play as much as Jackson's is. Allen also has accumulated the third-most expected points added (79), translating to a 14 percent chance to win the award with an implied fair price of +615.
Looking for a longer-shot contender? Try Jayden Daniels.
Washington Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels is the prohibitive favorite to win the offensive rookie of the year award and leads one of the most efficient offenses in recent history, which is scoring more than three points per drive through the first nine weeks. Since 2002, when the NFL expanded to 32 teams, only the 2007 New England Patriots, the 2018 Kansas City Chiefs and the 2018 New Orleans Saints were more efficient at this point of the season, per TruMedia.
Daniels has completed 163 of 228 passes for 1,945 yards, nine touchdowns and two interceptions. He has rushed 82 times for 459 yards and four touchdowns. That gives him the second-most expected points added (82), translating to a 10 percent chance to win the MVP award. That carries a fair price of +900, making the +1200 price available at some sportsbooks attractive.
The rookie's MVP campaign could be helped by Washington winning its division and earning one of the top two seeds in the playoffs. According to our latest projections, the Commanders have a 42 percent chance of winning the NFC East and a 12 percent chance of earning the top seed in the NFC. That has been a leading indicator of future MVP winners, too, and could help sway some voters at the end of the season.
What about Patrick Mahomes?
Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes is widely considered the best quarterback in the NFL, and he's leading the only undefeated team. But at this point, he's not a viable MVP candidate.
His performance has been spotty. ESPN's QBR ranks him sixth, and the game-charters at Pro Football Focus are less impressed, dropping him to 12th. In one of the Chiefs' wins, Mahomes completed 16 of 27 passes for 154 yards, no touchdowns and two interceptions for a passer rating of 44.4. That's only slightly higher than the passer rating a quarterback would earn if he threw all of his passes into the dirt.
At a price of +600 with a 1 percent chance to win the award based on expected points added (he has 41 through nine weeks), I would avoid adding him to your portfolio for now.
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The Juan Soto sweepstakes is officially underway
One of baseball's best hitters is a free agent, and the offseason frenzy started at this week's general managers meetings.
By Chelsea Janes | 2024-11-07

After helping the New York Yankees to the American League pennant, Juan Soto is a free agent and the focus of the MLB offseason. (Sue Ogrocki/AP)


SAN ANTONIO -- The offseason of Juan Soto began this week at a resort in South Texas, an unlikely place to start determining the future of one of baseball's biggest stars.
Heads of baseball operations from all 30 MLB teams gathered for their annual meetings. For less than 72 hours, executives zipped in and out of hotel ballrooms, checking election results on televisions at the hotel bar as they scurried from dinner to their rooms, hoping to avoid any additional questions about their plans for an offseason in which a 26-year-old slugger on a Hall of Fame track will topple the determinative dominoes.
Soto, who spent this season with the New York Yankees, is the prize of a free agent class that is again represented largely by Scott Boras, the larger-than-life agent who represented four of the best players available in last year's class and settled for less-than-expected deals for all of them. Boras's hopes for a redemption tour lie in sluggers such as Alex Bregman and Pete Alonso as well as aces Corbin Burnes and Blake Snell.
But his hopes for a record-setting deal rivaling the average annual present value of Shohei Ohtani's massive contract are tied to Soto, who is third among active hitters in career OPS and available at a younger age than most stars with comparable resumes.
Boras is selling Soto as a once-in-a-generation free agent, the rare superstar who was so good, so early that teams have a chance to sign him long-term at 26 and reap the benefits of his prime for a decade or more. Former Boras client Alex Rodriguez, for example, was a free agent at 25. Boras told reporters Wednesday -- probably previewing his argument to teams -- that Soto is even more compelling because of his history in October.
"He's been seen and understood, I think, much more than A-Rod was when he was a young player. Obviously playing in New York City, in the platform of New York, his character working with the biggest media markets, everything about Juan Soto is pretty well known," Boras said. "So for a free agent at this age, you don't really have the opportunity to examine them being around great players, being in big markets, being in championship situations. Every box is checked."
The Yankees, whom Soto helped to the World Series last month, have been unabashed in their desire to bring Soto back. They approached him about a contract extension this summer, then respected his wishes when he said he wanted to wait to negotiate until the offseason. General Manager Brian Cashman said he spoke with Boras this week and is waiting to hear whether Soto wants to meet again or whether he knows enough about the franchise to understand what it can offer beyond dollars and cents.
But Yankees owner Hal Steinbrenner said earlier this year that the Yankees' current payroll of more than $300 million and the massive 20 percent luxury tax penalty it incurs "are not sustainable." If paying Soto requires $40 million to $50 million annually and the Yankees want to bolster the rest of their roster, their payroll will hover around the $290 million range, according to projections from Spotrac. At that level, luxury tax penalties will grow annually, not subside.
"[Steinbrenner] will tell me what we can and can't do, whenever he's comfortable telling me. Whenever I have the opportunity, I'll bring it to him, and he'll make a decision on it one way or another," Cashman said. "... I think their family history has always been nothing but trying to support this fan base with a very large payroll and a very competitive roster."
New York Mets owner Steve Cohen, by comparison, always seems a little less financially inhibited. His team could use Soto as the centerpiece of a promising, rebuilt roster, too.
His still-fresh president of baseball operations, David Stearns, was careful not to offer firm specifics about his team's interest in Soto. But while the former Milwaukee Brewers executive does not have much history negotiating with players as expensive as Soto, his owner has not been shy about pursuing them.
"We try to come up with a negotiation plan. We try to understand how the negotiation may play out and ultimately where our thresholds are. I think that's a healthy way to do these things," Stearns said. "We don't have absolutes. There's nothing we're going to do that's absolute. We have to react to the market. We have to react to the needs of our team and how the offseason evolves. But we have an idea of how we're going to value players and, for the most part, we're going to stick to it."

Agent Scott Boras chats with Juan Soto before Game 1 of the World Series last month. (Julio Cortez/AP)


Early on, an ideal offseason heavy on big-market suitors appears to be brewing for Boras and Soto -- at least in terms of the agent being able to make credible claims of widespread interest.
For example, Los Angeles General Manager Brandon Gomes told reporters Wednesday that the champion Dodgers plan to move Mookie Betts back to the infield next year, freeing up a spot in right field -- Soto's position. The Toronto Blue Jays, who swung and missed on Ohtani last offseason and then endured a disappointing year, would seem to have added incentive to try for Soto. Philadelphia Phillies President of Baseball Operations Dave Dombrowski would not rule it out, though he didn't exactly rule it in, either.
"Our ownership allows us to do a lot of things," said Dombrowski, who was careful not to talk about Soto specifically. "But sometimes big, sometimes that's not what you need. We have a lot of good star players. You read that as you will."
And then there is Soto's original team, the Washington Nationals, with whom he won a World Series and found family. General Manager Mike Rizzo insisted this week that he does not use these meetings to make deals but rather to feel out the market. He spoke glowingly of Soto, as he always has. But he admitted the decision to pursue him at his likely price is "above my pay grade."
By "above his pay grade," Rizzo meant the decision would be in the hands of the Nationals' owners. Two years ago, the Nationals offered Soto $440 million to stay in Washington for the next 15 years. When he turned it down, they concluded they would not be able to meet his asking price and decided to trade him while they could.
Two things have changed since then: One, Soto's likely asking price has skyrocketed well past $500 million, at least if the scuttlebutt at the GM meetings is to be believed. Two, the Nationals have seen diminished revenue because of declines in ticket sales, their lack of a naming rights deal for their stadium and continued uncertainty over television revenue. One plus two does not equal a fit, even though Soto has been outspoken about treasuring his time in Washington.
Whatever money is available, Boras said the one thing Soto wants is to win. Players often say their decisions are about more than money. Some of them are telling the truth. But Boras emphasized that Soto will want to meet with ownership groups, not just executives, to ensure he is put in that position.
"This is about owner commitment. It's about illustrating to Juan Soto that his objectives are going to be met about wanting to win and win consistently," Boras said. "Because that's what makes the game fun for him."
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Jason Kelce and a devilish question for us all: How to respond to hate?
When the world provokes us -- and it will, especially now -- sometimes we need to just keep walking.
By Candace Buckner | 2024-11-07

Jason Kelce, the former NFL center and current ESPN broadcaster, snapped when confronted with hatred. (Jamie Squire/Getty Images) 


Over the coming days, weeks, months and, Lord knows, even over the next four years, hate, and those who dwell in its dark recesses, will feel emboldened. That emotion will crawl out from the sewers of social media and into the daylight of real life, feeling protected as if marching with a battalion of millions. And if we're not careful, we might look at hate just gloating there, face screwed up in a snarky smirk, and decide in all its swelled-up pride -- whoops! -- that hate has left its chin uncovered to a potential clean right hook. While it's never productive when provocation leads to punches, maybe that's exactly what it wants.
Because hate loves a response. It needs an audience to make itself feel seen and validated, as if it has won. It needs a reaction, our energy to promote its life. And once we give ours away, we're stuck doom-posting or clapping our jaws right back any toxic way we can. The ones who react to hate then become the seekers of attention, even if it means stomping on someone else's joy.
A political movement that brokers in disunity has convinced enough Americans that, once again, this is truly who we are. With our better angels having chunked up the deuces a while ago, just like before, hatred will overflow into our sports.
Games used to pass for a welcome diversion with strangers who become friends, but there are more and more moments in which sports instead erect bigger arenas where we can express our hostilities. In those spaces, not even someone as popular and relatable as Jason Kelce can escape the hate.
You've already seen the viral videos from the Penn State campus, where Kelce was doing his everyman bit. While his younger brother has put himself on the map for dating the world's most famous pop star, the elder Kelce has a more approachable, down-to-earth vibe. His brand is being the regular guy you would love to slam cans of beer with -- either at a tailgate near the turnpikes in New Jersey or in a bougie suite outside Buffalo. But Saturday, ironically in Happy Valley, hate chased down Kelce as he walked, with a purpose but without bodyguards, through a crowd of college kids.
That's when someone who probably does a pretty decent tough-guy act in spaces such as Elon Musk's mind-polluting app called out Kelce's brother by using a homophobic slur. Sigh, silly bro. He might have been thinking that whatever he feels big and brave enough to type on social media, he can also spew out in the open. Foolishly believing that it would be okay, as long as he held up his cellphone, because every provocateur knows that red record button also provides a magical force field of protection.
However, no sense of safety and entitlement found on social media can ward away a former Philadelphia Eagles center who spent 13 years scrapping in mosh pits with men twice the size of that boy. Kelce grabbed the phone, slammed it to the ground and, when confronting the lil' fella face to face, echoed the same nasty word back at him. That's where Kelce crossed the line. As corny as turning the other cheek may sound in that moment, ignoring the fool would have stopped Kelce from stooping right down and playing in his pig slop. By the time all the other cellphone cameras captured the incident and Kelce walked away still holding his pack of beer, his brand had been covered in mud. He had volleyed hateful words. He had unintentionally caused hurt.
"I'm not happy about the situation," Kelce said on the latest episode of "New Heights," the podcast he shares with his brother. "Me reacting gave him the time of day and it also gave the situation notoriety. That's what I regret, all right? It didn't deserve attention, it was really stupid. If I just keep walking, none of this ... it's a nothingburger [and] nobody sees it."
Hate didn't account for Kelce turning around and reacting in the real world. But maybe that's precisely what it wanted. Spite, and those who peddle in it, will try anything to get attention. Kelce could have been targeted because his brother is dating a powerful woman who uses her voice and platform for the issues that matter to her and people such as her. And you can already envision the nonsense that will be directed at LeBron James, the least likely superstar athlete to shut up and dribble despite cries from the MAGA crowd, for his latest Instagram post, in which he promised to protect his daughter and wrote "WE DONT NEED THEIR HELP." The morning after the election, James might have been reacting like any Black parent, despondent because of his native land but determined to build up his young Black daughter, but hate will infiltrate his comment section anyway, searching for an assembly of likes.
In the coming weeks, years and generations, athletes must be on high alert. We all must. On X, even though it is not a real place, and especially in our daily lives. Because if we're not careful, we might end up reacting like Jason Kelce.
We might see hate triumphing somewhere, with its smug face oozing overconfidence while its hand doesn't have a strong grip on its cellphone. We might grab that phone -- or check that chin. And though some might cheer us for these actions, we would be wrong. Somewhere in exile, our better angels would be reminding us of better ways.
Even more, because we have been provoked to combat hate with more hate, we might slip up and repeat a word that should be neither typed nor uttered. No one wins that way. Kelce didn't and has expressed regret over his response. The two-headed monster of hatred and division continues to spread like an oil spill in our country. Though the toxicity appears to have no boundaries and the taunts and temptations are strong, let's hope our self-control will be even more powerful.
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Bruce Arena returns to MLS as San Jose Earthquakes coach and sporting director
Arena resigned in New England last year after an investigation into workplace misconduct. MLS later cleared him to seek a job after he completed sessions with a psychiatrist.
By Steven Goff | 2024-11-07

Bruce Arena will take over a San Jose team that finished with the fewest points in the league this season. (David Zalubowski/Associated Press) 


Bruce Arena, the Hall of Fame soccer coach out of work more than a year following an MLS investigation into workplace misconduct, has been hired by the San Jose Earthquakes to become their coach and sporting director.
Arena, 73, will take over a club that finished last among 29 teams this season (6-25-3, 21 points) and hasn't had a winning record since 2013.
"I am extremely excited for the opportunity to come to San Jose," Arena said in a statement. "There's a lot of potential with the club, and I am looking forward to working with everyone here to unlock that potential and get back to winning ways."
Arena's previous job, with the New England Revolution, ended abruptly late in the 2023 season after an MLS investigation determined he had made insensitive and inappropriate remarks. He was initially barred from future employment in the league.
MLS declined to release details from the investigation. At the time of his resignation, Arena said he had "made some mistakes." This week he told ESPN that "it was just staff joking around with each other in private."
Arena repeatedly made vulgar comments and off-color jokes around staff and players at the Revolution's training facility in Foxborough, Massachusetts, people familiar with the matter told The Washington Post. They did not want to be identified because they hadn't been authorized to speak on it publicly.
MLS cleared Arena to seek a job in the league last spring after he completed about 15 sessions with a league-appointed psychiatrist.
Before being cleared, Arena spoke informally with D.C. United last winter about its coaching opening. In recent months, he interviewed with at least two other MLS clubs.
Arena, whose appointment was announced Thursday, is the coaching record holder for MLS Cup trophies (five), regular season victories (262) and coach of the year honors (four).
"He's the ideal choice to lead the Earthquakes," San Jose managing partner John Fisher said in a statement. "We know he will help get the club back to the level that San Jose and the Bay Area deserve, winning games and competing for championships."
With the Earthquakes, Arena has the opportunity to revive his career for the second time after a major setback. In May 2019 -- 19 months after overseeing the U.S. national team's failed bid to qualify for the 2018 World Cup -- Arena was hired by the struggling Revolution. Two years later, New England set the MLS record for regular season points (a mark broken by Inter Miami this year).
Arena made his coaching breakthrough at the University of Virginia, where he won five NCAA titles between 1989 and 1994. He led D.C. United to the first three MLS Cup finals, winning twice, and guided the Los Angeles Galaxy to won three championships in a four-year span. (No team has won consecutive trophies since his Galaxy squads in 2011-12.)
Arena is also the career leader in U.S. men's national team victories (81) and coached in two World Cups. In 2002, he led the Americans to the quarterfinals, their best performance in 72 years. He also coached the 2006 World Cup squad before returning 11 years later to try to resuscitate the team's faltering qualifying campaign.
A 2-1 loss to last-place Trinidad & Tobago on the final day of qualifying was one of the darkest moments in program history.
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Paul George's return to face the Clippers was anything but triumphant
George played in Los Angeles on Wednesday night for the first time since signing with the 76ers during the offseason.
By Ben Golliver | 2024-11-07

Paul George's first game in Los Angeles after leaving the Clippers in free agency ended with a blowout loss that dropped the Philadelphia 76ers into a tie for the NBA's worst record. (Harry How/Getty Images)


LOS ANGELES -- Paul George's first game back in Los Angeles since he spurned the Clippers was unsatisfying and marked by pettiness, an appropriate epilogue to a five-year run in which all important business was left unfinished.
This summer, George made the marquee move of the NBA's free agency period by ending his partnership with Kawhi Leonard right before the Clippers opened the $2 billion Intuit Dome in Inglewood to sign a four-year, $212 million contract with the Philadelphia 76ers. After negotiations with the Clippers dragged last season, George's cross-country power play seemingly delivered everything a 34-year-old star could want: a max contract, a new superstar teammate in Joel Embiid and a chance to make a deep playoff run.
That carefully laid plan hasn't come to fruition yet -- the 76ers dropped to 1-6 with a 110-98 loss to the Clippers on Wednesday. The aspiring contenders, who began juggling major health concerns before the season started, are now tied for the league's worst record. George missed Philadelphia's first five games with a knee injury suffered during the preseason, and Embiid, who was recently cleared to play following his own knee problems, was suspended three games Tuesday as punishment for shoving a journalist in a locker room altercation. To make matters worse, Sixers guard Tyrese Maxey, who was averaging a league-high 41 minutes per game entering Wednesday, sat out the fourth quarter with hamstring tightness.
Before things fell apart Wednesday, George arrived in the mood to mend fences, doling out handshakes to his former teammates and Clippers executives as he did a pregame lap around the court. Just like old times, he launched a half-court shot to end his warmup routine, posed for pictures with celebrity super fan Jimmy Goldstein and hugged his parents, who watched the game from courtside seats.
Clippers fans, however, chose not to match George's energy, chanting "PG sucks" and booing him during player introductions and whenever he touched the ball. On episodes of his "Podcast P" show taped following his departure for Philadelphia, George needled the Clippers by calling them "the B team" in a Lakers city and saying he had "never really heard [Clippers fans] boo people."
The crowd poked back by waving signs that read "champion podcaster" -- a nod to his lack of rings -- and "You're not Kobe [Bryant]." Meanwhile, fans showered 76ers guard Reggie Jackson with cheers, making sure one former Clipper received a hero's welcome. George did receive scattered applause when he scored, including from some Philadelphia fans who wore his new No. 8 jersey.

Former Clippers teammates James Harden and Paul George caught up before their first head-to-head matchup since George joined the 76ers in free agency this summer. (Harry How/Getty Images)


"It's stupid," George said of the boos. "I was a free agent. It wasn't something that I demanded a trade or went against the team here. The team presented [an offer] that was team-friendly. I did what was best for me in that situation. I appreciate the cheers. Those are the ones I played hard for. The boos, I didn't get it."
In truth, the razzing felt more performative than personal, in part because the rebuilding Clippers have struggled to draw large crowds with Leonard sidelined by injury and George playing across the country. LeBron James and Kevin Durant faced accusations of betrayal and genuine animosity in their respective returns to Cleveland and Oklahoma City earlier in their careers. George, a Southern California native, wasn't successful enough in Los Angeles to inspire true vitriol now that he's gone.
George arrived from the Oklahoma City Thunder in a 2019 blockbuster, teaming with Leonard in Clippers owner Steve Ballmer's mercenary vision to capture the franchise's first championship. Instead, the star pairing produced just one Western Conference finals trip and countless appearances on the injury report.
The Clippers' tribute video for George, which aired during a first quarter timeout, was succinct and lacked anything that could be considered an iconic moment. The playoff collapses were left on the cutting room floor.
Not long after the tribute aired, members of "The Wall" section for diehards turned their backs to the court and held up signs that read: "PG Think Before You Speak." Sure enough, the fans were quickly shown on the Jumbotron so their scolding of George's podcast comments could be broadcast to the entire arena.
"I'm sure they're all probably subscribers," George quipped.
George came out firing by making two three-pointers in the first four minutes, but he finished with 18 points, seven rebounds and two assists in a forgettable and anticlimactic performance. The 76ers were such a dismal mess of bricked jumpers and baffling turnovers that Coach Nick Nurse pulled George with more than six minutes remaining because of an 18-point deficit.
"We didn't do a very good job of handling [the Clippers'] athleticism," Nurse said. "Our ballhandling was well below par. ... We've got to develop some consistency and play a little better. [We haven't had] very good [health] luck, but we've got to hang in there and still find a way to compete and play better."
Clippers guard Norman Powell, who said on media day in late September that losing George was "addition by subtraction," outdueled his former teammate with a game-high 26 points to go with six assists. Though George insisted there was "no bad blood" between him and the Clippers' players, he couldn't resist subtly jabbing his old fan base.
After years of playing a distant second fiddle to James and the Lakers, he knew exactly which button to push.
"I wish it would have been a little more packed out," George said. "I didn't think it was quite packed for this to be the Clippers' very own [arena]."

Paul George scored 18 points in 24 minutes against the Clippers in his second game this season after he suffered a hyperextended knee during the preseason. (Gary A. Vasquez/Imagn Images)
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A school's creative plan to avoid an enrollment dip: Women's flag football
Mount St. Mary's announced a new varsity program Thursday in an attempt to offset roster cuts that may hit other sports as a result of an NCAA settlement.
By Jesse Dougherty | 2024-11-07

Gabriella Buggs, a sophomore at Walter Johnson High in Bethesda, Md., carries the ball during a recent high school flag football game. The sport is beginning to expand at the college level. (Luke Johnson for The Washington Post)


Mount St. Mary's, a small Catholic university in Emmitsburg, Md., is adding women's flag football as a varsity sport. The school posted an opening for a head coach Thursday morning. Under Armour, its existing apparel sponsor, is helping with publicity. The Baltimore Ravens will, too.
The plan is for the program to start competing in spring 2026.
So, uh, why, especially with many Division I athletic departments expecting to contract in the near future? There are two key reasons, one having to do with enrollment, the other with men's and women's basketball. And they are very much linked.
Of the school's 2,000-plus students, 42 percent are athletes, according to Athletic Director Brad Davis. When Davis was hired last year, the university president directed him to grow enrollment through sports, which remains a daily goal. But in recent months, with everything going on in college athletics, that is becoming trickier than ever.
If the House v. NCAA antitrust case is settled in the spring, schools could start sharing revenue directly with athletes next fall. Most power conference programs, if not all, will opt into the new model to ensure they can keep up with their peers and attract elite talent. Mount St. Mary's, which competes in the Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference and doesn't have a men's football program, is on the other end of the spectrum, an unlikely candidate to rev share with athletes. But Davis said it plans to, hoping to set its men's and women's basketball teams apart in the l0w-major MAAC.
Here, though, is the catch (and where women's flag football comes in): By opting into revenue sharing, Mount St. Mary's would have to adhere to new roster caps outlined for certain sports in the settlement, which are replacing scholarship limits. That means some roster spots in certain existing sports could vanish, which means the number of athletes enrolled at the school could drop, which is far from ideal for a college that relies on every tuition dollar that funnels from sports.
At the moment, Mount St. Mary's has about 140 athletes competing in men's and women's track and field. The settlement caps those rosters at 45 for each gender, plus 17 for cross-country. Because few, if any, track athletes are on full scholarships to begin with, slashing those roster spots would result in lost tuition money. In order to opt into revenue sharing, then, Davis and his staff needed front-end solutions.
"If I turn around to my university and say, 'Hey, we're going into this revenue-sharing system, but we're going to have 40 fewer student-athletes,' that's a significant amount of revenue that's going to hurt us in the future," Davis explained. "Now instead of investing in our bigger programs, I'm just scrambling to balance the budget. So adding a sport like flag football, it will help offset that."
Women's flag football can help juice the numbers because the settlement does not have roster caps for the sport (at least not yet). Davis projected that, within a few years, the school could have 20 to 25 additional athletes playing women's flag football. And while it will be a varsity program, offering the same benefits as the existing athletes on campus, Davis said the school won't offer flag football scholarships at first. He hopes to build up to that.
Without knowing all the details of the revenue-sharing model, Davis said Mount St. Mary's plans to pay some amount of money to every men's and women's basketball player -- "There will just be fewer zeroes than at the big schools." If there were opportunities to share more revenue down the road, Davis expects it would first go to men's and women's lacrosse, then maybe spread to even more of the school's 23 sports.
There is no minimum amount of money a school would have to share with athletes after opting in. Mount St. Mary's doesn't plan to drop any sports, according to Davis, though he noted some experiences could change a bit based on how revenue sharing affects the department's books.
"There isn't revenue to share, per se," he said with a laugh. "But we have donors. We can move some things around to figure it out. We're entering a period in college athletics where schools have to make institutional change, right? Some of it is going to work and some of it isn't. You just have to try some stuff instead of always following the leader. That might get you to the middle of the road, but it's not going to take you to another level."
Davis does not feel the lack of scholarships will hamper the flag football program's initial recruiting efforts. Mount St. Mary's is in Frederick County, Md., where every public high school sponsors girls' flag football. And to date, only one other Division I school -- Alabama State -- has announced plans for a varsity women's flag football team. Davis has yet to connect with Alabama State on the next steps for its program.
Of course, being an early mover will make scheduling hard. Davis said that, in the first year or two, he expects to cobble together matchups with Division II, Division III and club teams at nearby schools. But with girls' flag football booming at the high school level, he projects that to trickle up to college programs before long. Men's and women's flag football will debut at the 2028 Summer Olympics in Los Angeles. Under Armour, which is sponsoring Olympic flag football, could need an incubator, potentially lining Mount St. Mary's up for free equipment.
Davis's vision -- his dream -- is that women's flag football is airing on NFL Network in a few years, attracting more and more fans in the leadup to its Olympic moment. And his small school will have been a pioneer.
"I joke with my staff, like, we have this window right now to be Georgia," Davis said. "It might be two days, two weeks, two months, but in this sport, let's enjoy it and see what we can do."
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Bob Costas thought he lost a step. He was still as good as it gets.
Bob Costas is retiring from baseball play-by-play. He will be missed.
By John Feinstein | 2024-11-07

Bob Costas spent decades in play-by-play booths, most memorably for Major League Baseball games. (Phelan M. Ebenhack/AP) 


Bob Costas announced his retirement last week from calling Major League Baseball games. That is a huge loss for any of us who love baseball.
Costas is 72 and believes he has lost a step as a play-by-play voice, and that's why he's retiring. One of the reasons people become the best at what they do is because they set impossibly high standards for themselves. That's what Costas did: Despite massive success at just about everything he tried, he always wanted to keep learning and getting better. That's why, when he felt he had slipped a little bit, he decided to hang up the microphone.
Costas won't disappear -- he'll still host studio shows on MLB Network on occasion and will do commentary in various places -- but he won't be doing baseball games anymore.
For those of us who love the sport and love listening to Costas call a ballgame, his departure will leave a void. His style was unique: polished, filled with anecdotes (a la his hero, Vin Scully), prepared and often filled with self-deprecating humor. He loved making jokes about his height -- or lack of it. He was a joy to listen to, regardless of what role he was in, but especially when he was doing baseball, his first love.
A little of this is personal because I consider Costas a friend. He won 28 Emmy Awards, so I'm not the only one who thought he was peerless.
We first met in the early 1980s at a North Carolina-N.C. State basketball game in Chapel Hill. I was covering the game for The Washington Post; he was filling in for Dick Enberg doing play-by-play, having recently been hired at 28, by NBC. I liked him right away. He had none of the self-importance that is so often part of that industry.
Years later, when I was working for Golf Channel, Rich Lerner -- someone I like a lot -- said to me early one morning as we prepared to go on the air at the U.S. Open, "You have to admit you can't possibly feel the same electricity from writing as you do from live TV."
As a matter of fact, I feel more electricity when writing than I ever got from doing TV. Costas never came across as someone convinced of television's superiority. He knew he was good and was always self-confident, but he never acted as if being on TV made him special.
The night before that UNC-N.C. State game, he went to dinner with Dean Smith, North Carolina sports information director Rick Brewer and Al McGuire, his broadcast partner for the next day. When he was introduced to McGuire, Al looked at him and said, "So what do you do, son?"
It was Smith who said, "Al, this is your play-by-play man for tomorrow."
It was an easy mistake to make. As Don Ohlmeyer, the man who hired him at NBC, pointed out, "he was 28 but looked 14."

Costas, shown in 1985, was well know for his boyish look. (Focus on Sport/Getty Images) 


Costas, who still looks boyish today, quickly rose to stardom, working as a 12-time host for NBC's Olympics coverage beginning in 1988; as an interviewer never afraid to ask a tough question; and as an essayist/commentator who often angered people with his honest views on tough subjects.
His commentary took on real issues. In 2012, after the murder/suicide committed by Kansas City Chiefs linebacker Jovan Belcher, Costas did a halftime piece on "Sunday Night Football," wondering whether Belcher and his girlfriend might still be alive if Belcher hadn't owned a gun and saying it was (again) time to look at the gun culture in the United States. He was -- surprise -- attacked by gun advocates, who insisted the subject shouldn't have been brought up during a football game, even though it involved the death of a football player.
During the Opening Ceremonies in 1992 and 1996, he mentioned the accusations of drug use made against Chinese athletes -- almost all of which proved to be true. That time, he was criticized for somehow taking away from the joy of the Olympics by having the audacity to tell the truth.
That's not what you are supposed to do on TV -- especially when your network is paying millions to broadcast an event.
But Costas was never afraid to speak up, and he was often a target for the right wing, which he saw as a badge of honor. "I always try to be fair no matter who or what is involved," he once said to me. "But I'm not going to back off from an issue or become afraid to express an opinion."
He hosted numerous television and radio shows, and not always ones about sports. He clearly enjoyed hosting and talking to people, but in the end he always wanted to do baseball play-by-play. He walked away from HBO, which has probably covered sports better than any other network over the past 30 years, to return to the booth, and he still loved preparing for and broadcasting games.
Naturally, his critics loved pointing out that he might have slipped from a 10 to a 9.5 in recent years. Just as naturally, Costas agreed with them.
There are few things I enjoy more than sitting down at night and watching baseball. Like every baseball fan, I miss Scully, who practically invented the play-by-play genre. I admire plenty of play-by-play voices: Gary Cohen with the Mets, Duane Kuiper with the Giants.
But Costas was unique. His love of the game, his work ethic and his ability to not take himself too seriously were the reasons he was as good in his 44th year as he was at the beginning of his career.
I will miss him.
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At GM meetings, Mike Rizzo says Nationals could be in position to add
The Nationals, coming off five straight losing seasons, have obvious needs, payroll flexibility and roster space. Is it time to make a splash?
By Andrew Golden | 2024-11-07

"If there's a free agent signing that makes sense for us, I think that we'll be allowed to do that," Nationals GM Mike Rizzo said. (Matt York/AP)


SAN ANTONIO -- Washington Nationals General Manager Mike Rizzo made one thing clear Wednesday afternoon: He doesn't make deals or signings at Major League Baseball's general managers meetings -- but he does lay the groundwork for them.
That has been the focus for Rizzo and his staff here. And coming off consecutive 71-win campaigns and five straight losing seasons, the bigger question is just how aggressive the Nationals will be this offseason. After the long-promised rebuild began to bear fruit in the form of prospects advancing to the major leagues, is it time for Rizzo and his staff to make a splashy signing and add a veteran? Or explore the trade market for a move to add top-level talent that could push the team back into contention?
"Ownership realizes where we're at in our process," Rizzo said. "If there's a free agent signing that makes sense for us, I think that we'll be allowed to do that. That's ultimately a discussion that we have when we meet with ownership, and we have a blueprint in place."
The Nationals have the benefit of no longer having any long-term commitments affecting their payroll. Left-hander Patrick Corbin's six-year, $140 million contract is off the books.
Following the 2023 season, the Nationals didn't want to spend big because they weren't one or two pieces away from contention. But last season's emergence of several young players -- including top prospects James Wood and Dylan Crews -- may have changed the calculation. There's certainly more of an argument to spend to surround the young talent with quality veterans.
"When you're competing against Atlanta and Philly and the Mets ... it's hard to run out seven, eight, nine rookie players and contend for the World Series," Rizzo said. "We're always cognizant of adding good veteran players to help the core and to take the pressure off them to not only be the primary performers but also to teach them the ropes of how to win those close games."
Rizzo said he hasn't had specific discussions with ownership about how large of a payroll the Nationals could expect. Those discussions will come before next month's winter meetings. But Rizzo said the team is in position to add.
Asked about the Nationals' most glaring needs, Rizzo cited impact bats for the heart of the order and, as always, starting pitching. Specifically, the Nationals haven't received consistent production from their corner infield positions and could benefit from an experienced first baseman and designated hitter.
If this sounds similar to the past few offseasons, well, it is. The Nationals have added on the margins in these areas, occasionally flipping veterans for prospects. But they didn't make a big splash in free agency over the past few years as they went through a rebuild.
The Nationals will have space on their 40-man roster to add thanks to a handful of procedural moves earlier this week. On Sunday, the Nationals declined their mutual option on slugger Joey Gallo. One day later, they designated for assignment infielders Joey Meneses and Ildemaro Vargas as well as pitcher Michael Rucker. All three cleared waivers. The Nationals also lost right-hander Thaddeus Ward, their 2022 Rule 5 draft pick, when he was claimed off waivers Monday by the Baltimore Orioles.
That left the Nationals' 40-man roster at 36 players, meaning there is room to add even as they determine which players to protect from next month's Rule 5 draft.
"These meetings kind of guide me into that discussion with ownership," Rizzo said. "Who's available? Who has interest in coming to us? Who do we have interest in bringing along with the ballclub? And then we sit down with ownership and kind of cobble together a plan to make the roster as good as we can."
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Maryland girds for No. 1 Oregon, with travel adding another hurdle
The Terrapins face the prospect of a long trip to the West Coast this week -- and then they have to play the top-ranked Ducks.
By Gene Wang | 2024-11-07

Billy Edwards Jr. and Maryland head west to face top-ranked Oregon on Saturday. (Greg Fiume/Getty Images)


The Maryland football team is set for its most daunting assignment of the season when it faces top-ranked Oregon on Saturday. Adding to the degree of difficulty for the Terrapins is the travel required to reach Autzen Stadium in Eugene.
Maryland has been planning for the odyssey that will cover more than 2,800 miles across three time zones for months, since the release of the schedule that included Maryland's first meeting with the Ducks (9-0, 6-0), one of four newcomers from the West Coast to join the Big Ten this season.
For the players, the first order of business is adjusting to Pacific time and modifying the routine for a typical game week. The Terrapins (4-4, 1-4) planned to depart one day earlier than usual and arrive in time for a full practice in Eugene on Thursday before conducting a walk-through Friday afternoon.
The extra day to acclimate to the three-hour time change meant sacrificing a day of classes in College Park, so the team's academic counselors accompanied players on the trip. It is Maryland's first visit to the West Coast for a regular season game since the 2009 season opener at California.
"It's obviously new to us, but with anything, we try to rehearse, you do the research, you try to figure out the best way to have your team prepared," Terrapins Coach Michael Locksley said Tuesday afternoon, adding the team's equipment truck had made it through Nebraska late that morning. "We're not doing anything that other teams haven't done."
Aside from the logistical gymnastics, Maryland must also prepare for an opponent ranked 11th nationally in both total offense and total defense, and try to buck an unsightly trend against ranked Big Ten opponents dating to when the Terrapins joined the conference in 2014.
They are 0-34 in such games, including 0-16 under Locksley as the full-time coach. The previous time Maryland, a prohibitive underdog, played the No. 1 team in the College Football Playoff rankings was Nov. 10, 2019, when the Terrapins suffered a 73-14 loss to Ohio State in Columbus. The Terrapins are 2-5 in program history against top-ranked opponents.
They also are 0-10 overall since 2017 coming off an open week, not including the first game of the regular season. On the heels of its first open week this season, Maryland lost to visiting Northwestern, 37-10, when it surrendered 20 points during the fourth quarter.
Maryland last played Oct. 29, losing to Minnesota, 48-23, at Huntington Bank Stadium. Terrapins quarterback Billy Edwards Jr. threw two interceptions, although one came when he was hit in the chest while delivering the throw.
The redshirt junior finished 19 for 35 for 201 yards, his fewest this season, without a touchdown against the Golden Gophers. Edwards has four interceptions over the past three games after tossing three in the first six. Still, Edwards ranks second among Big Ten quarterbacks and 10th nationally in passing yards per game (289.3).
"Coach Locks always talks about as a quarterback you've got to be able to mitigate risk," Edwards said. "Whether it's a good play, bad play, you can't make it worse, so obviously those turnovers we've talked about, but from Aug. 1 when we started practicing to now the conversation and the message have been the same. As the quarterback, the leader of the offense, the play starts with me and ends with me."
Edwards spent part of last weekend in Virginia visiting his older brother Kyle, the tight ends coach for the Richmond Spiders, allowing himself several days to relax and clear his mind heading into Maryland's stretch run. It was a departure from his schedule during the Terrapins' first open week last month when he traveled to Texas to work on his throwing mechanics.
Locksley, who this season has taken over as quarterbacks coach in addition to calling plays, also amended his planning strategy from the Terrapins' most recent weekend off, installing the entire game plan against Oregon the following Monday when typically he would wait until Tuesday.
"We're actually going to have eight full days to prepare," Locksley said, "and the biggest thing for us is just getting [back] some of those bodies we missed against Minnesota -- those guys are healthy finally -- and to be able to add the depth back to our team, which allows us to practice the way we need to practice."
Among the Terrapins who either missed the previous game, exited early or played with ailments include nickelback Glen Miller, safety Dante Trader Jr. and linebacker Kellen Wyatt, all starters, as well as reserve safety Brandon Jacob. The patchwork defense yielded 443 yards of offense to the Golden Gophers.
"I feel as if just everything will be great, just getting bodies back, all hurt players that we're getting back healthy and everything," Maryland linebacker DJ Samuels said. "We have to keep guys to battle with [Oregon], so this two weeks of preparation definitely has been great."
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At Gonzaga, a father-son soccer duo chases another title
Coach Scott Waller and his son, Charlie, balance life and sport as they help the Eagles dominate the District. 
By Eli Cohen | 2024-11-07

Scott and Charlie Waller after Wednesday's win over Georgetown Day in the DCSAA quarterfinals. (Eli Cohen/The Washington Post)


Charlie Waller had already heard from his dad, Gonzaga soccer coach Scott Waller, about all the normal stuff: not making his bed or emptying the dishwasher. So whenever the pair drove home together after a tough game last fall, the freshman forward tried to tune out his father's complaints about what happened on the field. 
Charlie had always known he wanted to play for his dad, one of the most accomplished high school coaches in the area. He's particularly enjoyed it this year, too, as the Eagles won the Washington Catholic Athletic Conference title last weekend and are currently marching toward the D.C State Athletic Association finals. But it's not always easy.
"It's 100 percent one of the most difficult things I've ever done," Charlie said. "Balancing my life with my dad [with] my playing for my dad."
Thankfully for both father and son, Gonzaga (20-0-2) hasn't had many tough results this year. The Eagles headline The Washington Post's local Top 10 and are ranked No. 13 in the country.
While Scott still expresses displeasure after a win -- as he did after the Eagles' 4-2 victory over Georgetown Day in the DCSAA quarterfinals Wednesday -- the combination of time and success has taught the duo how to balance the father-son and coach-player dynamics.
"Coming in as a freshman last year was really intimidating," Charlie said. "To be a first-year varsity player and start right out the gate, there was obviously pressure to that. And then being the coach's son as well [puts] a lot of pressure on you."
Scott wasn't anticipating Charlie would even make varsity as a freshman, let alone start.
The coach remembers his staff sitting in his classroom deliberating over the 100 names of students who tried out for the team, all written on a whiteboard. When Scott quickly said they'd place Charlie on junior varsity, everyone else in the room objected. By the end of the season, Charlie made that proposition look foolish, finishing with 13 goals and 10 assists.
"[Another Washington Catholic Athletic Conference coach] said he should be player of the year. I said he's a freshman, there's no way," Scott recalled. "And he was like, 'if you don't put him up for first team, I will.'"
Scott declined, prioritizing his talented crop of upperclassmen instead. He knew Charlie had three more years to earn accolades.
On Wednesday, Scott wasn't afraid to single out his son in a moment of frustration during a team huddle. He felt Charlie wasn't listening. It's the type of natural tension that comes from spending endless amounts of time together.
"I compared him to the same coaching style as [longtime Alabama football coach] Nick Saban because of how tough he is on his players," Charlie said."A lot of the players that after they play for him, they're like, 'Yeah, he was probably the best coach I've ever had.' And that's why his accolades speak for himself."
With a quarterfinal win on Wednesday, the Eagles are on the cusp of a historic year. They are looking to repeat a 2022 campaign that saw them go undefeated and win WCAC and DCSAA titles. The difference is that this year's team hasn't even tied with an opponent from D.C., Maryland or Virginia.
Charlie missed out on that 2022 season, making his high school debut last year as the Eagles finished as runners-up in both brackets. For years, he watched his dad coached great teams. Now, he's two wins away from cementing this group as of one of the best. To him, that makes all the challenging aspects of this family affair well worth it.
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F1 drivers ask to be treated like adults after swearing punishments
Max Verstappen and Charles Leclerc recently were punished for profanity by the Federation Internationale Automobile.
By Cindy  Boren | 2024-11-07

Max Verstappen was told to do "work of public interest" in September because of his word choice in a news conference. (Miguel Schincariol/AFP via Getty Images)


Formula One drivers called on the Federation Internationale Automobile, the sport's governing body, and president Mohammed Ben Sulayem to treat them like adults after recent punishments to Max Verstappen and Charles Leclerc for the "misconduct" of swearing.
The Grand Prix Drivers' Association posted its response Thursday to actions under Ben Sulayem that have also included a crackdown on drivers wearing jewelry during races and their failure to don rules-compliant underwear.
"With regards to swearing, there is a difference between swearing intended to insult others and more casual swearing, such as you might use to describe bad weather, or indeed an inanimate object such as a Formula One car, or a driving situation," its statement on Instagram reads in part.
"Further, our members are adults, they do not need to be given instructions via the media, about matters as trivial as the wearing of jewelry and underpants."
The GPDA urged Ben Sulayem to "consider his own tone and language when talking to our member drivers, or indeed about them, whether in a public forum or otherwise."
Ben Sulayem had criticized drivers in a recent interview, telling Autosport. "We're not rappers, you know. They say the f-word how many times per minute?"
Red Bull's Verstappen, the three-time champion and front-runner for this year's championship, and Ferrari's Leclerc recently were punished for using the f-word. Verstappen received essentially a community service sentence, ordered to do "some work of public interest" in September for his word choice in a news conference. He responded by limiting his answers for the rest of the weekend at the Singapore Grand Prix and holding his own media huddles in the paddock.
Last week, Leclerc was fined the equivalent of $10,834, with half the sum suspended, for swearing in a news conference at the Mexico City Grand Prix. Stewards noted that he had immediately apologized and had not directed the language at anyone.
In September, seven-time champion Lewis Hamilton said he understood the move to reduce cuss words, but criticized Ben Sulayem's comments in an Autosport interview as having a racial overtone.
"With what he's saying, I don't like how he's expressed it, saying that rappers is very stereotypical," Hamilton said. "You think about most rappers are Black. That really kind points it towards, when it says we're not like them. So I think those are the wrong choice of words, there's a racial element there. But as I said, I agree with the fact that I think [it needs] cleaning up a little bit."
Under Ben Sulayem, the sport two years ago ruled that Hamilton should not be able to race while wearing earrings and a nose stud and the driver famously made a statement by wearing three watches, multiple bracelets, necklaces to a news conference.
At the same time, the FIA attempted a crackdown on drivers' underwear, saying that its International Sporting Code called for them to wear fireproof "compliant underwear" that meets FIA standards and were barred from wearing any other material that did not meet requirements.
Elsewhere in its statement, the GPDA called for more clarity on how money raised through drivers' financial penalties is used.
"The GPDA has, on countless occasions, expressed its view that driver monetary fines are not appropriate for our sport," the statement said. "For the past three years, we have called upon the FIA president to share the details and strategy regarding how the FIA's financial fines are allocated and where the funds are spent.
"We have also relayed our concerns about the negative image financial fines bring to the sport. We once again request that the FIA president provides financial transparency and direct, open dialogue with us. All stakeholders (FIA, F1, the teams and the GPDA) should jointly determine how and where the money is spent for the benefit of our sport."
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How a college football player's headstand sparked an NFL trend
Incarnate Word wide receiver Jalen Walthall became an overnight sensation with his headstand celebration after scoring a touchdown.
By Cindy  Boren | 2024-11-07

Detroit Lions wide receiver Amon-Ra St. Brown was one of two NFL players to mimic the move by Incarnate Word's Jalen Walthall. (Tork Mason/USA Today via Reuters)


The touchdown celebration wasn't really something Jalen Walthall, a wide receiver at the University of the Incarnate Word, had given much thought to, but his spur-of-the-moment display turned the NFL upside down.
After hauling in a 50-yard pass for a third quarter score in the San Antonio school's 45-20 victory Saturday over Houston Christian, Walthall ever so briefly and adroitly executed a headstand, balancing on his helmet with his hands at his sides before returning to a normal upright position.
On Sunday, the move was replicated by Amon-Ra St. Brown of the Detroit Lions and Drake London of the Atlanta Falcons and replayed countless times on ESPN and elsewhere.
"I definitely didn't expect this to be as big as it is, but I'm grateful for it," he told The Washington Post. "It's crazy how things happen."
Walthall didn't see the NFL plays himself, but his phone blew up thanks to family and friends. "They knew how big it was to me and I was able to see it."
Then, on Monday night's "Manningcast" on ESPN, former New York Giants quarterback Eli Manning gave it a try, minus a helmet. With legs flying, he held the headstand, but had to use his arms. "I appreciate the effort," Walthall said. "It was dope."
The headstand was a "relatively new" move for the 22-year-old junior from Missouri City, Texas. "I'd done it when I was younger but not recently." He has never done gymnastics, "but I can flip," Walthall said.
Unlike the NFL receivers, he was flagged for the move. Still, "my coaches weren't too mad about it so I'm grateful for that," he said. "I tried to keep it quick, but sometimes things go the way they go. ... I just tried to stay straight up as long as possible."
Now, Walthall is preparing for Saturday's home game against Lamar. A 6-2, 180-pound transfer from Hawaii, he has caught 54 passes for 831 yards and 12 touchdowns (with a long of 71 yards) for the 7-2 Cardinals. They are 4-0 in the Southland Conference and ranked eighth in the Football Championship Subdivision, the second-highest level of NCAA football.
He isn't planning any special celebrations for that game or any others, though. "I'm just trying to stay focused on what we have going on and on this season."
After he finishes school, he hopes to have a chance to celebrate touchdowns in the NFL. "Plan A is doing as much as I can to make it to the NFL, Plan B is getting to the NFL and Plan C is falling back on [my] sociology [degree]."
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College football best bets: LSU can rattle Alabama in Death Valley
It's hard to pick against the Tigers in a night game at home, and they should be able to keep it close against the Crimson Tide.
By Matt Bonesteel | 2024-11-07

LSU's Sai'vion Jones, shown here against Texas A&M this season, leads the Tigers with 4.5 sacks. (Tim Warner/Getty Images)


The Ohio State-Penn State under and Hawaii winning outright as an underdog were the good parts of last week's picks. But Clemson completely no-showed and Army's quarterback was declared inactive right before kickoff, dooming the over in that game and leading to a second straight 2-2 Saturday. I'm now 18-22 on the season and running out of time to get things on the good side of the ledger.
This column will give out four college football picks per week: the game of the week, a favorite, an underdog and a wild card, which can be anything (another favorite or underdog in a game that might be flying under the radar or a total, for instance). Hopefully we'll all be in good shape by the time the clock hits zero at the national championship game in Atlanta on Jan. 20.
All times Eastern.
No. 11 Alabama at No. 15 LSU
7:30 p.m., ABC
The pick: LSU +3 (DraftKings)
Alabama has played two SEC road games -- at Vanderbilt, at Tennessee -- and lost both of them straight up as a point-spread favorite. The nation's 128th-ranked team in terms of penalty yards per game committed a whopping 21 of them for 172 yards in those two games, and a night game in Death Valley is probably no place to fix that particular issue, meaning LSU could get a lot of free yardage. LSU's defense is either boom or bust but has proved adept at causing trouble in opposing backfields with 3.5 sacks per game (No. 6 nationally), an 11.5 percent sack rate (No. 3) and 13 forced fumbles (No. 4). Alabama committed four turnovers in those two SEC road losses, and quarterback Jalen Milroe had a hand in all four (a fumble on a sack and three interceptions, one of which was returned for a touchdown). If the Tigers and their crowd can rattle Milroe as much as he has been shaken in those two road losses, I think LSU can cover or even win in what amounts to a College Football Playoff elimination game.
Georgia State at James Madison
3:30 p.m., ESPN Plus
The pick: James Madison -16 (DraftKings)
The Panthers have lost five straight, and even though three of those defeats were by single digits, none were truly competitive (Georgia State trailed Connecticut by 21 in the fourth quarter this past Saturday before scoring two late touchdowns to make it a seven-point game). Now the Panthers have to travel for the fourth straight week to face a James Madison team that is rested off its bye and has one of the nation's stingiest defenses under first-year coach Bob Chesney, ranking fifth in success rate allowed. Flipping sides, Georgia State has one of the nation's worst defenses: 122nd in overall success rate allowed, 130th in expected points allowed per rush and 126th in points allowed per opponents' good drives (any drive that ends in a touchdown of 40-plus yards or a first down inside an opponent's 40-yard line). James Madison's offense isn't going to wow anyone, but it should be able to move the ball without much trouble and let the defense do the rest. SP+, a tempo- and opponent-adjusted measure of overall efficiency developed by ESPN's Bill Connelly, predicts a 26-point Dukes victory, and I think that could easily be the case.
No. 9 BYU at Utah
10:15 p.m., ESPN
The pick: Utah +4 (DraftKings)
This is one of those lines that does not pass the smell test. The Cougars are 8-0 and alone atop the Big 12. The Utes are 4-4 but only 1-4 in Big 12 play after four straight losses, in part because the quarterback position has been a horror show: Cameron Rising is out for the season with a leg injury, and replacement Isaac Wilson was benched in favor of third-stringer Brandon Rose midway through this past weekend's loss to Houston. Coach Kyle Whittingham told reporters this week that he has made up his mind on his starter for the BYU game but will not reveal his intention until kickoff Saturday night. Shouldn't such a floundering team be more than a small underdog against a College Football Playoff hopeful? Well, the Utes' defense actually has been holding up its end of the bargain, ranking ninth nationally in points allowed per drive and 11th in success rate allowed, and BYU's offense has sometimes bogged down as it nears its opponent's goal line (only Cincinnati averages more field goal attempts per game in the Big 12 than the Cougars). The oddsmakers are daring you to take the unbeaten favorite here, but I think Utah can make enough stops and cover this rivalry matchup.
South Carolina at Vanderbilt
4:15 p.m., SEC Network
The pick: South Carolina -3.5 (FanDuel)
Long-suffering Vanderbilt is 6-3 and ranked in the Associated Press top 25 for only the fifth time since 1958, but let's pump the brakes a bit. The Commodores have five victories over Football Bowl Subdivision opponents this season, but in only one was their postgame win expectancy better than 61.2 percent, and that was all the way back in their season opener against Virginia Tech. Vanderbilt's other FBS wins: by five over Alabama (1.5 percent postgame win expectancy), by seven over Kentucky (61.2 percent), by 10 over 3-6 Ball State (58.7 percent) and by 10 over 3-6 Auburn (38.3 percent). In that most recent 17-7 victory, the Tigers outgained Vanderbilt by 1.9 yards in terms of yards per play (a huge number in a one-game sample) and had drives end without points at the Commodores 31-, 26- and 34-yards lines (two missed field goals and a turnover on downs). Now Vanderbilt gets streaking South Carolina, which has the nation's second-best Pro Football Focus pass-rush grade. The Commodores rank No. 118 in terms of PFF pass-blocking grade. You may be enticed by the AP-ranked team catching points at home against an unranked team, but don't be. Take the Gamecocks.
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Back in black, Alex Ovechkin extends scoring run by delivering game-winner
The last time the Capitals rolled out their black screaming eagle jerseys, they worked some magic for Alex Ovechkin. Looks like it's happening again.
By Bailey Johnson | 2024-11-07

Alex Ovechkin celebrates his third-period goal that lifted the Capitals to a 3-2 win over Nashville. (Nick Wass/AP)


The last time the Washington Capitals wore their black screaming eagle jerseys, when the popular Reverse Retro design was their third jersey during the 2022-23 season, captain Alex Ovechkin scored every time he wore it.
The Capitals brought back those jerseys this season and wore them for the first time Wednesday night at Capital One Arena against the Nashville Predators. For Ovechkin, who entered on a four-game goal-scoring streak, rarely has a goal seemed so inevitable.
And when it came -- through traffic from the right faceoff circle at 10:25 of the third period -- it stood as the winner in a 3-2 victory. It also was Ovechkin's eighth goal of the season and the 861st of his career, leaving him 34 from breaking Wayne Gretzky's NHL record of 894.
Washington goaltender Logan Thompson continued his unbeaten start to the season with 33 saves on 35 shots. Juuse Saros stopped 33 of 36 for Nashville.
"[The] start, I thought, was better than the finish," Capitals Coach Spencer Carbery said. "I liked our first period, and I thought we would sort of progressively get better. Second, okay, and I would give [the Predators] a lot of credit. You could feel through that game the desperation in their group. ... But we found a way, we grinded. [Thompson] made some huge saves. We get a late goal. [Center Dylan] Strome makes a heck of a play. O with the goal. Multiple blocks late, and we hang on and find a way to win a game that we were being really pushed in."
The Predators (4-8-1) got the better of the Capitals (9-3-0) in the first few minutes and used that momentum to take a 1-0 lead on a tip by Juuso Parssinen just 3:12 in. Thompson initially raised his arm as if he wanted the goal to be challenged for a high stick on the puck, but no challenge or review occurred and play quickly resumed.
Just over a minute later, forward Connor McMichael scored his eighth goal off a rebound at the front of the net. Defenseman Matt Roy, in his first game back after suffering a lower-body injury in the season opener Oct. 12, fired a shot from the point that Saros saved, but McMichael collected the rebound and slotted it home to even the score.
The first period was a penalty-filled affair after that point, but neither team took advantage of opportunities with the man advantage. Nashville's Marc Del Gaizo went off for tripping at 6:44, Washington winger Andrew Mangiapane committed the same offense at 14:11, and Predators forward Jonathan Marchessault tripped defenseman Martin Fehervary 31 seconds into that power play to make it four-on-four. Jeremy Lauzon took an interference penalty at 18:06 from a hit on winger Sonny Milano.
Washington's power play ranks last in the league and had a conversion rate of just 10.8 percent entering Wednesday. Those trends continued against the Predators, with the home team failing to convert on all six of its forays with the man advantage.
After Nashville's bright start, Washington built momentum after McMichael's goal and took control for much of the opening frame. That changed in the second period. The Predators took advantage of sloppy passes and defensive miscues by the Capitals to apply pressure, and Nashville hitting the post twice and the crossbar once during the period was the main reason the visitors didn't spend intermission with the lead.
"They have a really talented team," Strome said. "They had some great chances tonight. I don't know how many posts they had -- three or four -- and then the goal called back. One of those nights where we've just got to be thankful. I thought we played a pretty good game but definitely got a little lucky."
Winger Aliaksei Protas gave Washington the lead at 15:03 of the second period, but Steven Stamkos tied it for Nashville just 31 seconds later.
The third period began at four-on-four after Filip Forsberg tripped center Nic Dowd at the end of the second, when Nashville was on a power play after a roughing penalty on Roy -- that was drawn by Forsberg. Once again, neither team took advantage.
Washington went back on the power play a few minutes later, when Alexandre Carrier was sent to the box for holding Protas. Strome had an open net for a tap-in off a feed from winger Tom Wilson but deflected the puck over the net instead of into it.
Just over four minutes after that power play expired, Strome found Ovechkin from behind the net for the go-ahead goal. Strome brought his season point total to a team-leading 19 (four goals, 15 assists) and tallied his 200th career assist on the goal.
"It's a nice number," Strome said. "Nice to get some individual accolades. Kind of felt like I was going to get another point after I missed that open net there from Willy. I've got to buy him dinner or something. I don't think I've ever missed one like that before."
Added Ovechkin: "I'm always have fun. But when you winning games, when you producing opportunities to have a chance to score goals, it's always fun to play. Right now we have a connection with Pro and [Strome]. Hope we are going to continue to play like that."
The Predators appeared to tie the score after a scramble around Thompson's crease with just under eight minutes left, but the goal was disallowed for goaltender interference without requiring a review. Nashville challenged, but the call stood after review; the resulting delay-of-game penalty sent the Capitals back to the power play.
The Capitals again came up empty, but playing with the man advantage helped them take two minutes off the clock as they held on to their one-goal lead.
The Predators pulled Saros for an extra attacker with a minute and a half left. Washington couldn't hit the empty net for a bit of breathing room, and Thompson had to make a tricky save with just 7.4 seconds left on a deflection by Forsberg at the front of the net. That one sealed the victory.
"We couldn't get out of our zone for significant stretches there in the third period, which we'll try to -- when we're at our best, we're able to limit those," Carbery said. "But [it's important that we're] finding ways to grind through those, because in an 82-game schedule over six, seven months, you're not going to have your best some nights, and you're going to play a team that has their best that night. I felt like that was tonight."
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-11-07
NFL
8:15 p.m. Cincinnati at Baltimore >>> Prime Video, WMAR (Ch. 2), WIYY (97.9 FM), WSBN (630 AM)
NBA
8 p.m. Minnesota at Chicago >>> NBA TV
COLLEGE FOOTBALL
8 p.m. Appalachian State at Coastal Carolina >>> ESPN
8 p.m. Florida Atlantic at East Carolina >>> ESPN2
MEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
8 p.m. Prairie View at DePaul >>> Fox Sports 1
8 p.m. Niagara at Michigan State >>> Big Ten Network
WOMEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
6 p.m. Coppin State at Maryland >>> Big Ten Plus
GOLF
2 p.m. PGA Tour: World Wide Technology Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
5 p.m. PGA Tour Champions: Charles Schwab Cup Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
7 p.m. LPGA Tour: Lotte Championship, second round >>> Golf Channel
2 a.m. (Friday) DP World Tour: Abu Dhabi Championship, second round >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
12:45 p.m. UEFA Europa League: Rangers at Olympiacos >>> CBS Sports Network
3 p.m. UEFA Europa League: Porto at Lazio >>> CBS Sports Network
TENNIS
5 a.m. WTA Finals, round robin; ATP: Serbia Open and Moselle Open, quarterfinals >>> Tennis Channel
WOMEN'S COLLEGE SOCCER -- CONFERENCE TOURNAMENTS
3 p.m. Big Ten semifinal: Southern California vs. Rutgers >>> Big Ten Network
4:30 p.m. SEC semifinal: Mississippi State vs. South Carolina >>> SEC Network
5:30 p.m. ACC semifinal: Wake Forest vs. Florida State >>> ACC Network
5:30 p.m. Big Ten semifinal: UCLA vs. Washington >>> Big Ten Network
7 p.m. SEC semifinal: Arkansas vs. Texas >>> SEC Network
8 p.m. ACC semifinal: Duke vs. North Carolina >>> ACC Network
WOMEN'S COLLEGE VOLLEYBALL
10 p.m. Nebraska at Oregon >>> Big Ten Network
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Marshon Lattimore changes the Commanders' entire defense
The cornerback, acquired Tuesday at the trade deadline, could solve a math problem for Washington, which can now play more aggressively.
By Sam Fortier | 2024-11-06

Marshon Lattimore, shown with the Saints grappling with Chargers wide receiver Simi Fehoko, brings an alpha mentality to Washington. (John Cordes/AP)


The Washington Commanders traded for star cornerback Marshon Lattimore to play more aggressively on defense.
For most of the season, against better offenses, defensive coordinator Joe Whitt Jr. has been handcuffed by his personnel, and his unit has struggled to stop the run out of lighter boxes and struggled to stop the pass out of heavier ones.
"If we're going to stop the run with the heavier box, we [need to] win our one-on-ones outside," he said after the Commanders lost, 30-23, to the Baltimore Ravens in Week 6 -- but the team couldn't do so reliably with a weak cornerback trio of Benjamin St-Juste, Mike Sainristil and Noah Igbinoghene, so Whitt had to play more light-box schemes with two high safeties.

The Commanders hope the addition of Marshon Lattimore will help them stop the pass while using heavier boxes. (Sam Fortier/TWP)


Lattimore, a four-time Pro Bowl selection, could unlock the defense by allowing Whitt to shuffle his personnel and get more aggressive with blitzes and man-to-man coverage, which were hallmarks of the scheme Whitt and Coach Dan Quinn used with Dallas.
Lattimore has a fitting personality. The fiery, 6-foot, 192-pound cornerback often lines up in press coverage, doesn't shy away from hitting and had many physical battles with Tampa Bay Buccaneers star wideout Mike Evans, who has a significant size advantage at 6-5 and 231 pounds. In 2021, Commanders wide receiver Terry McLaurin -- who was part of the same Ohio State recruiting class as Lattimore -- praised Lattimore's aggressiveness and technique.
"He has that alpha mentality," McLaurin said. "He wants the smoke every time. Every time."
In the big picture, Lattimore's addition shows the Commanders' new regime wants to compete with the NFL's elite, capitalize on its early momentum, send a message to the locker room and maximize the rookie contract of quarterback Jayden Daniels.
On the field, it has a lengthy trickle-down effect. Whitt can give St-Juste more manageable assignments as the second outside cornerback and move Sainristil, a promising rookie, back into the slot, where he excelled in college and the Commanders believe he's best.
The top backup is now Igbinoghene, who can play inside and outside, instead of Emmanuel Forbes Jr. or Michael Davis, who have contributed little. (Over the past month, Forbes hasn't played more than six snaps in a game except during the blowout of Carolina.)
The move was made with the playoffs in mind. Washington won't face many elite offenses over its last eight regular season games -- only Philadelphia and Atlanta are in the top 12 of expected points added or success rate -- but the postseason promises harder battles.
This year, Lattimore has already matched up with several high-powered offenses -- and each opponent chose not to challenge him much. According to the NFL's Next Gen Stats, opponents targeted Lattimore on just 9.7 percent of his coverage snaps, the second-lowest rate among all cornerbacks. (Some of that could have to do with the Saints' other cornerbacks, whom Pro Football Focus considers among the league's worst.)
When teams have targeted Lattimore, he has been elite. In seven games, he allowed eight receptions on 14 targets for a total of just 83 yards, according to PFF. The longest completion he allowed was an 18-yard out route to Panthers rookie Xavier Legette in Week 1.

Marshon Lattimore's longest completion allowed this season, according to Pro Football Focus. (Sam Fortier/TWP)


Advanced stats paint Lattimore as one of the league's best. Completion Percentage Over Expected -- the Next Gen Stats metric that uses tracking data to determine the probability of a completion -- ranks him as the third-best cornerback in the NFL, just below Chicago's Jaylon Johnson and San Francisco's Renardo Green.
One big question: Where will Lattimore line up? For most of his career, he has played mostly on the right side, and that tendency has grown stronger. This season, he has lined up on the right side about 85 percent of the time, according to PFF, which meant that when he faced the Philadelphia Eagles in September, he sometimes matched up with DeVonta Smith and other times with Jahan Dotson. (Star receiver A.J. Brown missed that game, a 15-12 Eagles win, with a hamstring injury.)
"[He'll] be more versatile," Quinn said Wednesday. "I want to get a sense for getting into the rhythm here for a while, but I would sense that ... we'd move [him] around some."
The other big question is Lattimore's availability. He has struggled to stay healthy since college, when a hamstring injury limited him to six games as a redshirt freshman, and he missed 19 of the Saints' past 43 games. His hamstrings have been particularly troublesome since he became a pro; he injured them in 2015, in 2019, in 2020 and again this season. He missed the Saints' game against the Panthers on Sunday with a hamstring strain.
But the Commanders are confident he'll be okay. (Lattimore was subject to a physical before the trade was completed.) And when he's on the field, he can change the entire defense, bringing Quinn and Whitt closer to the attacking vision they have had from the beginning.
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Jason Kelce reiterates his regret over repeating homophobic slur
Former Philadelphia Eagles center Jason Kelce, now an ESPN broadcaster, smashed a fan's phone at Penn State on Saturday.
By Cindy  Boren | 2024-11-07

"The thing I regret the most is saying that word," Jason Kielce said during his podcast. (Reed Hoffmann/AP)


Jason Kelce, the former Philadelphia Eagles center turned ESPN broadcaster, became a center of attention this week for his part in an incident in which he and a heckler shouted a homophobic slur at each other and he smashed the man's cellphone.
Kelce spoke of his regret about Saturday's incident during "Monday Night Countdown." He repeated his regret Wednesday on his weekly podcast with his brother, Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce.
"I'm just going to address it because I feel like it needs one more time and then hopefully we can stop talking about this really stupid situation that occurred," he said on the "New Heights" episode. "I'm not happy about the situation. Me reacting gave him the time of day, and it also gave the situation notoriety. That's what I regret, all right? It didn't deserve attention, it was really stupid. If I just keep walking, none of this, it's a f---ing ... nothingburger [and] nobody sees it."
Travis said Jason "reacted in a way that was defending your family," concluding: "It's a situation you just have to learn from." Jason's concern, he said, was that his word choice "just perpetuates more hate," he said.
The incident, captured on video that was shared widely, occurred outside Penn State's Beaver Stadium, where Kelce was part of ESPN's "College GameDay" broadcast before the Nittany Lions' loss to Ohio State. Kelce can be seen walking through a crowd when a man yelled, "Hey, Kelce, how does it feel your brother's a f----- dating Taylor Swift?" His brother has been dating the pop star since last year.
Kelce then appeared to grab the man's phone, smashing it on the ground. In a second video posted online, he can be heard repeating the slur, asking, "Who's the f----- now?"
The Penn State police department's incident log includes an entry in which an "officer observed a visitor damaging personal property" and listed possible offenses as criminal mischief and disorderly conduct. A spokesperson confirmed to the Associated Press on Tuesday that an investigation is underway.
"The thing I regret the most is saying that word, to be honest with you," Kelce said. "It's dehumanizing and it got under my skin. It elicited a reaction and, in the heat of the moment, I thought: 'What can I say back to him? I'm going to throw this s--- right back in his face because f--- him.' I know now that I shouldn't have done that because now there's a video out there with me saying that word, him saying that word and it's not good for anybody.
"I think what I do regret is that now there's a video that is very hateful that is now online and has been seen by millions of people. I share fault in perpetuating it and having that out there."
Before this week's "Monday Night Football" game, he told ESPN's pregame show that he was "not happy with anything that took place," stopping short of an apology.
"I'm not proud of it. In a heated moment, I chose to greet hate with hate, and I just don't think that that's a productive thing -- I really don't," he said. "I don't think that it leads to discourse and it's the right way to go about things. And in that moment, I fell down to a level that I shouldn't have."
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Commanders want to avoid a Terrible Towel takeover. A fan had an idea.
Washington will hand out burgundy towels to everyone who attends Sunday's game at Northwest Stadium against the visiting Steelers.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2024-11-06

Steelers fans wave their Terrible Towels during the second half against the New York Jets in Pittsburgh. (Gene J. Puskar/AP)


Memories of Nov. 3, 2008, still eat at longtime Washington football fans. The infiltration of Pittsburgh Steelers fans, waving their yellow Terrible Towels and hollering loudly, forced Washington to go to a silent snap count -- in its home stadium.
The sight -- and sound -- left Washington players dumbfounded, not to mention embarrassed. The Steelers crushed them in every way imaginable on their way to a 23-6 win.
"I'm like, 'Are those yellow towels for us or for them?'" wide receiver Santana Moss told The Washington Post at the time. "I really scratched my head about it because I've never seen it done ... to have someone come into our home and almost have more fans than we did."
Opponent takeovers have been the norm in Landover for years; rarely does Washington experience a true home-field advantage. But with new ownership and the semblance of renewed fan interest, the Commanders (7-2) are hoping to create new memories Sunday when they host the Steelers again. The team will give every fan in attendance a burgundy rally towel with the hope of turning a sea of yellow into a combo that resembles Washington's colorway.
The team tried a similar tactic for the 2016 season opener, when it last hosted the Steelers in the regular season. Before the game, it gave out an undisclosed number of sponsored burgundy towels that read "Fight For Old DC" in white lettering. It didn't matter. Washington was an underdog at home and was crushed, 38-16, by Ben Roethlisberger and Pittsburgh, dashing whatever hope lingered after it won the NFC East the previous season.
So why try it again?

The Commanders will distribute thousands of burgundy towels before Sunday's game at Northwest Stadium to try to offset Pittsburgh Steelers fans' yellow Terrible Towels. (Washington Commanders)


Circumstances have changed. The Commanders, led by young quarterback Jayden Daniels, have suddenly morphed into one of the most exciting teams in the NFL with an ownership group led by Josh Harris that has so far shown a willingness to invest -- and listen.
Multiple fans, as well as former running back Brian Mitchell, suggested the team give out burgundy towels. One fan went so far as to message Commanders minority owner Mark Ein. Longtime season ticket holder Chris Gellner of Warrenton sent a direct message to Ein in late September, believing it would go unread like all the others he sent to members of the former regime.
"Mark, I have sent this over numerous times to the previous front office when the Steelers come in town but never got anything back," Gellner told Ein. "Unfortunately there are tons of Steelers fans that live in the DMV ... and no matter what the record they will take over the stadium and bring those stupid terrible towels. ... It's a bad visual in the stadium and on TV ... so all you have to hand out is burgundy towels as a give away and the whole stadium will look like Burgundy and Gold ... it will look like our colors. Just an idea!"
Ein promptly responded to thank Gellner for the suggestion. He told Gellner he would run it by others in the ownership group to see if it was feasible.
"Josh was like, 'I love this idea,' and we just made it happen," Ein said.
The group mentioned it at an exclusive dinner with friends and team sponsors. A Verizon executive was there and became intrigued enough to want to sponsor the towels.
Ein soon realized that, for Gellner, the towels have meaning that extend far beyond Sunday's game.
Gellner has been a Washington season ticket holder for 17 years, despite the team's poor performance and myriad comments from friends who questioned why he kept going back. Gellner's loyalty came from his grandfather and father, both lifelong Washington fans.
"My grandfather would talk to me about the season ticket and being on the waiting list," Gellner said. "Six or seven years after he passed away, it came up and I said to my dad, 'I've got to do this.' Of course, I didn't have $3,000 laying around, so he went halfsies on me."
And he has stuck around since.
"Everyone used to just say: 'Why? Why do you put yourself through this?'" Gellner continued. "And now there's just this ray of hope."
On Tuesday morning, Ein called Gellner to share the news that the team liked his idea so much that it had close to 50,000 towels ready to hand out Sunday at Northwest Stadium.
"My wife would kill me if I say this, but it's [marrying] my wife, having my daughter and then getting towels handed out against the Steelers -- I think that's now number three on my list," Gellner said jokingly. "No, but I think the greatest thing about it is that I feel like [the owners] care. I was a number, and now I'm starting to feel like, 'Okay, yeah, they care.'"
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Five things: Analyzing the Wizards' start in sights and stats
Sights, stats and sounds from Washington's first two weeks, including a closer look at Alex Sarr's defense and Bub Carrington's transition game.
By Varun Shankar | 2024-11-06
If imitation is the sincerest form of flattery, consider this an homage to Zach Lowe.
There are few better basketball analysts than the former ESPN writer, and a staple of his coverage was a weekly "10 things" column. Once a week, Lowe would highlight 10 items from around the NBA that interested him -- including exciting players, schematic adjustments and oddities.
We would like to spotlight these rebuilding Wizards (2-4) in a similar way on a somewhat regular (if not weekly) basis. So here's our first edition of five things, including a statistical contradiction, Bub Carrington's connective ability and an unusual celebration.

Alex Sarr fouls Hawks center Clint Capela at the rim during a game in Atlanta on Oct. 28. (Dale Zanine/USA TODAY Sports via Reuters Con)


Digging into Alex Sarr's defensive stats reveals an incongruity.
Through six games, it's clear Sarr can block shots at a prolific rate. Entering Wednesday, he was fourth in the league in blocks per game at 2.8. But that's only a portion of rim protection -- so let's look at the larger picture. Opponents are shooting 49 percent on shots inside six feet with Sarr defending, per NBA.com. That ranks fifth among players who have faced at least 40 such shots and indicates that Sarr, drafted No. 2 largely because of his athleticism and defensive potential, is having the expected impact.
But as you look closer, the picture gets fuzzier. Cleaning the Glass, a basketball analytics website that excludes garbage time and end-of-quarter heaves, measures field goal percentage allowed at the rim, defined as shots within four feet of the hoop. There, Sarr allows opponents to shoot 69.3 percent, putting him in just the 24th percentile.
One theory for the discrepancy: Much of Sarr's defense rests on his immense wingspan. The rookie, at 230 pounds, is lighter than many big men. That lack of heft could lead to him being displaced down low, as in this play against 255-pound Bam Adebayo during Saturday's loss to the Miami Heat in Mexico City.
The rookie doesn't think weight alone is the deciding factor for interior defense.
"We're not on a scale," he said Monday. "It's about how you can move your body and bump the guy."
The Wizards believe Sarr can improve his already-impressive rim protection by adding mass and developing his timing, body positioning and knowledge of personnel.

Wizards guard Bub Carrington grabs a rebound during the season opener against the Celtics. The rookie guard is averaging 4.3 rebounds. (John McDonnell/AP)


Washington has not been shy about its desire to play fast. Through six games, the Wizards are second in the league in pace and take every opportunity to run. That is similar to last season. What's different is their efficacy.
Last season's Wizards led the league in pace but were mediocre when doing so, ranking 14th in points per play in transition, per Cleaning the Glass. This year's squad is far better in the open court, ranking third in the same metric.
The Wizards are particularly effective off live rebounds, in part because of the aggressive play of Carrington. The rookie guard, drafted No. 14 overall, has above-average positional size at 6-foot-4 and makes good use of it. His defensive rebounding rate (the percentage of opponent misses grabbed) is in the 78th percentile for guards, per Cleaning the Glass.
Carrington makes good use of those rebounds, firing the ball upcourt to teammates for easy buckets to augment a potent attack on the fast break.

Bub Carrington has been effective generating fast break offense for Washington in the early season. (NBA.com)


Listen closely to this clip, showing a defensive-three-seconds call against Sarr during Washington's loss to the Heat, and you'll hear faint applause in the background.
It probably came from Washington's bench. The play brought Wizards guard Corey Kispert, who wasn't in the game, to his feet. It seems strange that the team would laud a decision that granted Miami a free throw and possession, but it's another example of the young Wizards prioritizing process over results.
Coach Brian Keefe wants his players to plant themselves in the paint and be the "low man" -- the defender closest to the hoop on the side of the floor away from where the ball is. It's a symbol of the team's dedication to preventing the easiest shots in basketball.
"I don't want to reveal too much of the secrets of why they were applauding," Keefe said after a similar sequence Oct. 28 against the Atlanta Hawks. "But we want to be in the paint. We want to make the paint look crowded. We think that's where we can turn people over. So he got a defensive three seconds -- we were excited that he was in there."
The message has resonated. Washington allows the league's ninth-lowest percentage of shot attempts and fouls drawn at the rim, per Cleaning the Glass. It ranked 21st last season.
Kyshawn George has room to grow.
The rookie is listed at 6-8 after a massive growth spurt over the past five years. But after a recent practice, he told media members that a recent scan revealed his growth plates were still open and he's projected to reach 6-10.
That could increase the potency of an already versatile defender. George's size and wingspan allow him to guard multiple positions. He already has two games with at least three blocks, with several coming off jump shots he tipped.

Kyshawn George blocks a jump shot. (NBA.com)


"Still kind of new to this body. I'm getting used to it, and I think it's showing on the court," George said.

Warriors forward Draymond Green jokes with Wizards forward Kyshawn George. (Geoff Burke/Imagn Images) 


Even though the Wizards probably won't compete for a playoff spot, they have captured the attention of a pair of superstars. Stephen Curry and Draymond Green praised Washington's rookies after the Golden State Warriors defeated the Wizards, 125-112, on Monday night.
"Kyshawn George ... he started slow from three, but he kept shooting," Curry said. "That's a mentality that you really can't teach. ... They have a lot of talent. [Let's] see how they put it together. ... You got to stay positive through some of the growing pains."
Green, who matched up with George for most of the night, respected the rookie's lively trash talk. After the game, he recalled one of their conversations. In Green's retelling:
George: "You can't shoot."
Green: "When you were in elementary school, you was watching me win a championship and people was thinking the same thing."
George: "Yeah, I don't care."
Green, an eight-time all-defensive player and a legendary trash-talker, was impressed.
"That's the first time we've seen a Washington Wizards team play that hard in years," said Green, who also noted Carrington jawed often. "... It was good banter."
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How and why we built Ask The Post AI
A guide to the development, structure and purpose of The Washington Post's new AI product, Ask The Post AI
By Washington Post staff | 2024-11-07

(The Washington Post)


What was the development process for Ask The Post AI?
Generative AI and the rise of conversational formats are opportunities for us to draw upon our long legacy of fact-based, thoroughly reported journalism to delight and inform readers in new ways.
Since launching Climate Answers, our generative AI tool for the climate-curious, we've been working on ways to expand the interface to allow readers to explore even more of our published reporting. Our machine learning team used the data from Climate Answers to refine how we retrieved and matched relevant articles from across all reporting published by the newsroom since 2016 in response to user queries.
Try Ask The Post AI
How does Ask The Post AI formulate a reply to my question?
Ask The Post AI currently draws from text stories published by our newsroom since 2016. In future releases, we plan to incorporate reporting from our video and audio desks, as well as commentary and opinions. 
One small Easter egg: We have indexed all published recipes, regardless of date. Try asking "What are good recipes that use chili crisp?" or "Can you give me ideas for cooking chicken thighs?"
How do you prevent "hallucination" or mistakes?
Ask The Post AI may not always function exactly as we hope -- which is why we are asking you to confirm the results with the published articles. That said, by limiting the search results to our published work, we are ensuring that every piece of information synthesized by the AI is based on work previously published by The Washington Post newsroom. Second, if the tool doesn't readily find sufficient reporting to provide a response, it won't serve a reply.
Still, no generative AI experience can entirely eliminate or prevent the risk of mistakes or "hallucination," a technical term that refers to the AI misinterpreting the underlying texts upon which it is basing responses. We will work to continuously improve this product.
Why do some questions not return an answer or an answer that is seemingly irrelevant?
We have set a threshold in our scoring of relevant reporting for any given question to uphold the integrity of our reporting. If the amount of relevant passages doesn't meet the threshold, Ask The Post AI won't return a response. In select cases, such as queries about election results, we have prewritten a response directing you to the best source of reporting.
It is possible that Ask The Post AI may return reporting irrelevant to your query or a response that doesn't reflect the full scope of what we have reported. Please let us know if you see instances of this by filling out the feedback form on the results page.
Were energy and resource demands taken into consideration when The Post was conceptualizing Ask The Post AI?
The Washington Post is committed to optimizing our efforts for sustainability, including more energy-efficient AI. This is why we are building our experiments and tools to be LLM-agnostic. Our assessment of the environmental impact of the LLMs that The Washington Post leverages is currently no more than running any typical software.
How do I report an issue, correction or feedback?
Please use the feedback form on Ask The Post AI that we are actively monitoring.
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Viral breakdancer Raygun to stop competing after Olympics backlash
Australian B-girl Rachael Gunn said it would be "difficult" to compete now with the "level of scrutiny that's going to be there," although she still loved dancing.
By Adela Suliman | 2024-11-07

In a video released on her Instagram on Aug. 15, Australian breakdancer Rachael Gunn spoke of the "devastating" criticism she received.


The Australian break-dancer who set the internet alight with her quirky routines when she competed in the Paris Olympics this summer has said she will not be competing in future elite competitions.
Rachael Gunn, a.k.a. Raygun, represented Team Australia in the inaugural Olympic women's breaking competition -- but her performance was ridiculed and faced a backlash from many, even becoming a parody sketch on "The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon," while Gunn was the subject of conspiracy theories and misinformation online over how she had qualified for the Olympics.
"I still break, but I don't compete. I'm not going to compete anymore. No," she told Australia's 2Day FM radio show on Wednesday, after being asked if she would ever return to the Olympic Games. "I still dance and I still break but, you know, that's like in my living room."
The Olympic B-girl dancer-turned-international-meme said it would be "a really difficult thing for me to do now, to approach a battle," due to the "level of scrutiny that's going to be there." She added, "People will be filming it and it will go online and it's just not going to mean the same thing."
"It's surreal and it's still, like, impossible to process," added Gunn, who represented Australia at the breaking world championships in Paris in 2021 and in Seoul in 2022, and is a university lecturer with research interests in breaking and street dance.
"The conspiracy theories were totally wild. It was really upsetting because I felt like I just didn't have any control over how people saw me," she said, noting that she holds on to the "positives" of the experience and the supportive messages she has received. "Dancing is so much fun and it makes you feel good."
Breaking is not set to feature at the 2028 Los Angeles Olympic Games.
Gunn's Paris 2024 routine had been mocked online, particularly her signature "kangaroo paw" move that became the subject of myriad memes, with celebrities including singer Adele weighing in. An online petition that gathered more than 57,000 signatures before it was taken down also attacked her breaking qualifications and role as a university academic, while alleging the selection process had been manipulated -- something the Australian Olympic Committee condemned as "falsehoods designed to engender hatred against an athlete."
Despite the controversy over her performance, Gunn had many supporters in Australia, including Prime Minister Anthony Albanese, who said, "Raygun had a crack -- good on her," and former Australian soccer player Craig Foster who wrote: "Raygun stepped up and did her stuff in front of the world, her way. Not everyone can say that in life."
In a later interview with Australian TV, Gunn clarified that she was not retiring from the sport altogether. "I'm still going to dance, I'm still going go to community jams," she said, but she would no longer be taking part in "elite competitions and the Olympics."
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Trump win spurs interest in 4B, fringe South Korean movement to swear off men
In light of Donald Trump's victory, some American women say they are turning to a movement that advocates no sex, dating or marriage with men and no children.
By Kelly Kasulis Cho, Kelsey Ables | 2024-11-07

Supporters of Vice President Kamala Harris embrace on Wednesday as she delivers a concession speech at Howard University. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


SEOUL -- For some women in the United States, the election on Tuesday was a referendum on women's rights, with reproductive freedoms hanging in the balance. So with Donald Trump -- who has been found liable for sexual abuse and touted his role in overturning Roe v. Wade -- winning the presidency, some women say they are turning to a radical Korean feminist movement that swears off men to reclaim a sense of agency.
The 4B movement, a fringe brand of Korean feminism, has caught the attention of young Americans on Instagram and TikTok in recent days, with users espousing the merits of its four "no's" -- no sex, no dating or marriage with men and no having children. On Google, searches related to 4B surged in the hours following the U.S. election results.
Here's what to know about the movement and how it's capturing interest in the United States.
4B is an amorphous, online feminist movement in South Korea that took root on social media in the mid- to late 2010s, at a time when the country was undergoing a renewed reckoning with violence against women and other gender equality issues.
It's called the 4B movement because "B" is a form of shorthand for the word "no" in Korean. "Bi-hone," for example, is shorthand for "no marriage" or "willingly unmarried."
In 2016, the murder of a 23-year-old woman in a public bathroom of Seoul's bustling Gangnam Station called attention to women's issues nationally, giving life to a years-long activist movement centered on women's rights in a largely male-dominated society. The assailant, a 34-year-old man, had reportedly said he committed the murder because women "have always ignored" him.
By 2018, the #MeToo movement in the United States had spilled over into South Korea, spurring protests and accusations of sexual misconduct against high-profile men. Around the same time, another digital movement called "Escape the Corset" inspired many young women to cut their hair short, dress androgynously and smash their makeup palettes on social media as a rejection of consumerist culture and the male gaze.
Some may consider 4B an offshoot borne out of #MeToo or other feminist movements of that period, according to Sunyoung Park, an associate professor of East Asian languages and cultures and gender and sexuality studies at the University of Southern California at Dornsife.
"It comes from the everyday life experience of young women," she said. "It has gone beyond the hashtag and [social media] and is making newspaper headlines because conservative men, male intellectuals, are reacting to it," she added.
Kim said that young women -- "the Instagram generation" -- tend to be the primary demographic behind 4B and Escape the Corset, which she described as a digitally native tidal wave of "individualized resistance" rather than a highly organized movement.
"It's not like anybody goes out and organizes a group and says, 'Okay, now we are promoting 4B,'" she said.
Both the 4B movement and feminism more broadly are highly polarizing topics in South Korea, a nation with the widest gender wage gap in the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development and the lowest birth rate in the world. On the campaign trail, South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol -- who has been described in local media as a South Korean Trump and who won partly because of a critical swing vote of young male voters -- stoked gender divides by promising to abolish the Ministry of Gender Equality and Family, a move that women's groups condemned.
"The 4B movement came out in South Korea before that, but now it has been intensified because Yoon Suk Yeol scapegoated women," Park said. "Feminists are reacting to certain political developments."
4B has been praised for its renegade fight against the patriarchy but has also been criticized for being too extreme.

Trump campaign headquarters in West Palm Beach, Florida, on Tuesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


While to some, 4B's tenets might sound radical, to Michaela Thomas, a 21-year-old artist who lives in Georgia, 4B is simply a way to "show people that actions have consequences." Thomas learned about 4B online a year or so ago, she said, and attributes the recent surge in interest to young men voting for Republican candidates.
"Young men expect sex, but they also want us to not be able to have access to abortion. They can't have both," she said, referring to many Republican leaders' antiabortion stance. "Young women don't want to be intimate with men who don't fight for women's rights; it's showing they don't respect us," she added.
Exit poll data shows that 55 percent of men voted for Trump in the Tuesday election, while 53 percent of women voted for Vice President Kamala Harris.
Park, the USC professor, said that while in South Korea, economic disparities have driven the 4B movement, in the United States, it seems its more the "political conflict and divide between gender that is giving momentum to 4B."
"Trump was explicitly appealing to the young men voters," during his campaign, Park said. Meanwhile, "American women see that young men are voting for this conservative candidate who is threatening their bodily autonomy."
In the hours after Trump's victory, young women took to sharing posts breaking down the 4B movement on social media. As a concept, "sex strikes" go back at least as far as the ancient Greek play "Lysistrata," in which women swore off sex to protest the Peloponnesian War. In the United States, singer Janelle Monae suggested one in 2017. Actress Julia Fox has said that she's been celibate for more than two years in response to the overturning of Roe.
Breanne Fahs, a professor of women and gender studies at Arizona State University, said that in the wake of the election, "Young women do not trust that their reproductive rights are secure, so they are turning to new ways to assert their agency and reclaim a sense of control over their bodies."
She noted that 4B is "everywhere" at the moment and pointed to a number of challenges faced by women, such as pressures in personal relationships "to accommodate men's desires and fantasies" and broader issues such as increased misogyny.
"We should never be surprised when these kinds of catastrophic collisions produce in women a general refusal to play along with traditional gender roles," she said.
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Supreme Court appears split in Facebook lawsuit tied to data breach
A group of Facebook investors sued in 2018, saying the social media giant gave misleading statements and omitted key information about a data breach.
By Ann Marimow | 2024-11-06

Mark Zuckerberg, CEO of Meta, which owns Facebook, speaks during a Senate Judiciary Committee hearing in Washington, D.C., in January. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


The Supreme Court on Wednesday appeared closely divided over whether to allow shareholders to proceed with a lawsuit accusing Meta's Facebook of misleading investors about risks from a massive data privacy breach.
A group of Facebook investors sued the social media giant in 2018 after its stock price dropped following revelations that the Republican-aligned political consulting firm Cambridge Analytica had improperly obtained the personal information of 30 million Facebook users.
The Securities and Exchange Commission requires companies to disclose information about investment risks, and a 1934 federal law and related regulations prohibit companies from making misleading or false statements related to the purchase or sale of a stock.
Shareholders, led by Amalgamated Bank, said Facebook made misleading statements and omitted important information about a known risk to the personal data of Facebook's users and the control of their data -- allegations the company disputes.
The data breach prompted several government investigations and lawsuits against Facebook and its entanglements with the United Kingdom-based Cambridge Analytica, which had ties to Donald Trump's 2016 presidential campaign. The Federal Trade Commission's probe led to a record $5 billion civil penalty against Facebook. Last year, Facebook reached a $725 million class-action settlement with users over the privacy breach.
At issue for the justices Wednesday was how much information public companies must disclose about potential investment risks, including past events.
In a lively argument, with hypotheticals involving the potential dangers posed by meteor strikes and space trash, at least three conservative justices seemed sympathetic to Facebook's arguments that it had not misled investors and that its disclosures were forward looking. The court's three liberal justices, in contrast, expressed support for the view of investors behind the lawsuit, who are backed in the case by the Biden administration.
Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. seemed concerned about the implications for public companies of adopting the position of the investors, calling it "a real expansion of the disclosure obligation." Justices Neil M. Gorsuch and Brett M. Kavanaugh said the Securities and Exchange Commission could be more explicit if it wanted to require companies to report relevant past events.
"Why can't the SEC just write a reg?" Kavanaugh asked. "Why does the judiciary have to walk the plank on this and answer the question when the SEC could do it?"
Gorsuch suggested that reasonable investors were well aware of the risk of data breaches at large companies, including by foreign governments.
"I think China probably has all of our FBI files," Gorsuch said. "I mean, data breaches are part of our lives these days."
Attorney Kevin K. Russell, representing the shareholders, disagreed. Unlike a hacking incident, Facebook in this instance allowed a developer to access user data. Based on what Facebook disclosed at the time, he said, "reasonable investors would have thought that it never happened and particularly on this scale."
"That's why users were so angry when they found out about this," he added.
Facebook lawyer Kannon K. Shanmugam emphasized that risk statements filed by companies are intended to be forward looking, putting investors on notice about something that might happen in the future. Allowing the lawsuit to go forward, he said, would "trigger serious concerns about over-disclosure and fraud by hindsight."
"Meta's warnings that business harm could result in the event of data misuse did not imply that Meta had never previously suffered such misuse," Shanmugam said, referring to the company that now owns Facebook, Instagram and WhatsApp.
Throughout Wednesday's argument, Justice Elena Kagan said investors want to know about a company's vulnerabilities to understand future risks. "There are a range of ways in which these forward-looking statements can be misleading as to things that have occurred in the past," she told Facebook's lawyer.
Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson agreed, adding that Facebook's position does not seem to account for past events leading to future harm. "What is misleading is the suggestion, when you make your statement completely futuristic, that no such future harm is going to occur," she said.
The high court's conservative majority in general has been skeptical of federal agency power. Last term the justices invalidated the use of in-house legal proceedings at the SEC to discipline those it believes have committed fraud. The Facebook case and a separate securities fraud lawsuit against the chipmaker Nvidia, which will be argued before the court next week, involve the rights of private investors to hold companies accountable in court.
Cambridge Analytica was launched in 2013 by the wealthy Mercer family and conservative strategist Stephen K. Bannon, who later became a top Trump adviser. The goal of creating the firm was to give conservatives an edge in the political data game. After the breach was revealed in 2018, Facebook's stock price experienced two significant drops totaling more than $200 billion in market capitalization -- and Cambridge Analytica collapsed.
Soon after the stock drop, Facebook shareholders filed a securities fraud action against Facebook and three executives, including Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg.
A District Court judge initially dismissed the lawsuit, but a divided panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit reversed that ruling.
At the 9th Circuit, Judge Margaret McKeown wrote the majority opinion finding that Facebook's statements in its SEC filings were misleading because, by February 2017, the company already knew that Cambridge Analytica had gained improper access to the data of tens of millions of Facebook users.
The problem, McKeown wrote, is that Facebook represented the risk of improper access or disclosure of user data as purely hypothetical when that risk had already happened. A reasonable investor reading the company's filing, she wrote, would have misunderstood the risk of a third party accessing and utilizing Facebook user data as merely conjectural.
Judge Patrick J. Bumatay dissented in part from that ruling, concluding that no reasonable investor would interpret statements concerning the prospect of future business harm from data misuse to suggest that no data misuse had ever occurred.
Securities law does not require companies "to disclose any and all material information," he wrote, adding that statements and omissions are actionable only if they create an impression that the state of affairs differs in a significant way from the actual situation. Facebook's disclosure warned, for instance, about potential harm to its reputation and business that could come to light if the public or the government learns about improper access to its data.
Naomi Nix contributed to this report.
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LGBTQ+ crisis hotlines report spike in calls after Trump victory
Crisis hotlines catering to LGBTQ+ youths and adults have seen a staggering rise in calls from people distressed over Donald Trump's win.
By Maham Javaid | 2024-11-07

Supporters of Vice President Kamala Harris gather at Howard University in Washington on election night. (Shedrick Pelt for The Washington Post)


The call to the Rainbow Youth Project's crisis hotline came in three days before the election. On the line was a nonbinary teen. The 16-year-old had made a pact with three other queer youths: If Donald Trump won the presidency, they decided, they would commit a "group suicide."
A case manager chatted with the teen. The high-schooler didn't want to follow through, and the nonprofit was able to help mitigate the situation, said Lance Preston, executive director of the Indianapolis-based network.
Across the country, organizations and crisis hotlines catering to LGBTQ+ youths and adults have reported a staggering spike in calls in the run-up to the election and since Trump's resounding victory.
The Rainbow Youth Project said it has received more than 3,810 calls so far this month, surpassing its monthly average of 3,765 in just six days. The Trevor Project, a group focused on suicide prevent among LGBTQ+ youths, said it saw a 125 percent increase in calls, texts and chat messages on Election Day and on Wednesday, when compared with a regular day. Other groups that work with the LGBTQ+ community, such as OneIowa, said they have seen an increase in emails and messages.
Community leaders said those reaching out expressed a growing sense of loneliness and isolation, worry about losing access to gender-affirming care, and fear of being physically harmed by someone because of their gender or sexual identity. About a quarter of the calls to the Rainbow Youth Project came from worried parents and grandparents, an increase from the 8 percent the organization usually sees.
"We are receiving these calls out of fear," Preston said. "Fear that we will lose our children to suicide and fear of the challenges this new administration will set up for us."
For many LGBTQ+ youths and adults, life had already begun to change Wednesday.
Phoenix, a 17-year-old transgender youth who spoke on the condition of anonymity for fear of being targeted over their gender identity, said they began getting threats and comments from other high-schoolers as soon as they got on the bus Wednesday, mere hours after Trump had made his victory speech.
"As soon as I got on, one kid said, 'Are you scared? You should be,'" said Phoenix, who lives in Raleigh, North Carolina. "Later I heard a classmate say, 'I find most gay people annoying, and I hope Trump coming to power will solve this problem.'"
Phoenix reported the student's comment to their teacher but doesn't know whether anything will come out of the complaint. Phoenix said many students told them that they were glad Trump won because it meant gas prices would decrease, which Phoenix understood to mean that gas prices were more important than the physical and mental well-being of LGBTQ+ youths.
"At school, all year, kids have been threatening to hurt me when Trump wins, and now that moment is here," Phoenix said. "I'm feeling really overwhelmed and worried about myself, my family and my country."

A sign at a Democratic election watch party at Highland Brewery in Asheville, North Carolina, on Election Day. (Juan Diego Reyes for The Washington Post)


Other trans people said the election result has left them with no choice but to upend their lives and relocate. Throughout the campaign, Republicans spent at least $215 million on network ads that painted trans people as a threat to society. The ads became a rallying cry for a number of candidates, including Trump, who made "Kamala is for they/them" a signature phrase.
Ash Orr, 34, a trans person who works as a press relations manager for Advocates for Trans Equality in Morgantown, West Virginia, said they will be leaving their state as soon as possible for their safety.
"It's very difficult to come to terms with this decision. I am leaving everything I have ever known," Orr said. "The decision yesterday made it clear that I can't be safe here."
Orr, who is undergoing gender-affirming care, said a secondary reason for moving is a fear that the state assembly will pass a bill banning such treatments for adults. Yet while Orr is able to relocate, they noted that many transgender people in West Virginia cannot. They spent Wednesday afternoon driving around Morgantown, putting up banners expressing support for transgender people to "try and keep our folks going."
"The overall vibe is that folks are scared and anxious," Orr said. "We have lived through one Trump presidency before, and we know a second term will impact our human rights and dignity."

Ash Orr put up banners to show support to the transgender community in Morgantown, West Virginia, on Wednesday. (The Rev. Zac Morton)


Milo McBrayer, a high school senior who lives in Asheville, North Carolina, has had a tough few weeks, he told The Post on the eve of the election. Watching football with his family -- an activity the 17-year-old really enjoys -- had become unbearable because of the barrage of GOP-funded anti-trans ads that aired during the commercial breaks in the run-up to the election.
"Seeing so much hatred for my community is hard," McBrayer, a transgender youth, said Monday. "They are portraying trans people as predators to win votes."
McBrayer said the hostility was especially troubling because as minors, trans youths have no power to voice their opposition at the ballot box. On Wednesday morning, McBrayer said he was too distressed to discuss the results.
Crisis hotlines had been prepping for a possible Trump win, but they still underestimated how dire the situation was, said Peterson, of the Rainbow Youth Project. Election night was the first time in the organization's history that a youth in crisis had been put on hold, because of an overwhelming number of calls.
The Trevor Project was also struggling to keep up with the number of people in crisis.
"TrevorText and TrevorChat are currently experiencing long hold times due to the election," a banner on the group's site said Wednesday. "If you need immediate assistance, please call the TrevorLifeline at 1-866-488-7386."
Suicide is the second leading cause of death for 10-to-14-year-olds in the country and the third leading cause of death for 15-to-24-year-olds, according to the Center for Disease Control and Prevention. LGBTQ+ young people are four times as likely as their peers to attempt suicide, according to the Trevor Project.
The organization estimates that more than 1.8 million LGBTQ+ young adults between the ages of 13 and 24 seriously consider suicide each year in the United States, a number that has been on the rise. In the fiscal year ending in July 2022, the Trevor Project was contacted by 230,000 LGBTQ+ people in crisis. In 2023, the number was more than 500,000.
Jaymes Black, the organization's chief executive officer, said the increase in emergency calls may last for some time: "We anticipate this number will be at least maintained and, potentially, only increase."
Preston said the trans community is especially scared because the president-elect has threatened to strip gender-affirming care for minors. Out of the almost 4,000 calls the Rainbow Youth Project received this month, 67 percent were from transgender youths or their family members.
Still, he noted that the community is resilient and supportive; Preston said he had 800 emails in his inbox this morning -- messages from allies, mental health providers and partner organizations offering support.
For now, teens like Phoenix are leaning on their friends and family for support and remembering to report all threats to their parents, class teachers and school Title IX offices, so that a record can be maintained.
But the worry is constant. Preston said he hasn't been able to shake the call about the four teens who had made a suicide pact.
"I keep thinking," he said, "what if that one teenager had not called us?"
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Hurricane Rafael tracker: Map and projected storm path
Rafael is the 17th named storm of the Atlantic hurricane season.
By Dylan Moriarty, Szu Yu  Chen, Nick Kirkpatrick | 2024-11-06
Hurricane Rafael has made landfall in Cuba as a Category 3 storm. It is expected to continue into the Gulf of Mexico, weakening but potentially threatening the southeastern United States.
Only when tropical cyclones in the Atlantic Ocean encounter the right ingredients for long enough do they strengthen to the point of designation.
Meteorologists at the National Hurricane Center pay close attention to a cyclone's wind speed, which determines its class. Once it reaches 39 mph for at least one minute, it's classified as a tropical storm and given a name; at 74 mph, the storm becomes a Category 1 hurricane, and continues through Category 5.
These classifications help officials predict the possible risks and damage and send warnings of what to expect from the strong winds, waves, rains and floods when they hit land.
It's dangerous to be caught in tropical storm-force winds. Stronger hurricane-force winds can destroy homes and buildings and send debris flying. 
The winds can also push seawater inland for miles, causing an abnormal rise in seawater levels, known as storm surge -- the leading cause of death during a hurricane in the United States, according to the National Weather Service. Large waves are also a risk to people and property.
As a storm moves further inland, flooding becomes a major risk. Cyclones often produce more than six inches of heavy rain, which can overwhelm drainage systems and the ability of the ground to absorb the water, causing flash floods. Flooding may persist for days after a storm.
Hurricane season historically peaks around mid-September, and this season could be the worst in decades, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration says. Government meteorologists predict 17 to 25 tropical storms this year, including four to seven that could become major hurricanes.
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Four states reject ranked-choice voting, approved in District
Alaska and Maine already use ranked-choice voting, which supporters say could lead to more moderate politics. But it has been rejected in Colorado, Idaho, Nevada and Oregon.
By Tim Craig | 2024-11-06

Maine uses a ranked-choice voting system for some of its election races. (Robert F. Bukaty/AP)


Colorado, Idaho, Nevada and Oregon rebuffed efforts to adopt ranked-choice voting in their future elections, dealing a setback to a group of wealthy donors who wanted to dramatically change how Americans choose their elected officials.
The one bright spot for advocates of ranked-choice voting was the District, where a referendum was approved by a wide margin.
Under this system, voters rank their top choices in elections. If the top vote-getter wins a majority, the election is decided in their favor. But if no candidates get a majority, the candidate with the fewest votes is eliminated.
Voters whose top choice are eliminated then would have their ballot cast for their next selection. The process, also known as an "instant runoff," is repeated until one candidate receives a majority of the vote.
The practice is already in use in Alaska and Maine. But Alaska voters, who initially approved ranked-choice voting in a 2020 referendum, are considering a referendum to undo the change.
The repeal effort is being led by former Alaska governor Sarah Palin (R), who lost a bid for the U.S. House in Alaska in 2022 during a ranked-choice voting contest. With 75 percent of the ballots counted on Wednesday morning, voters were narrowly supporting the repeal but the race remained too close to call.
Ahead of Tuesday's voting, advocates hoped that they would triple the number of states that would use ranked-choice voting in elections in 2026 and beyond.
Meredith Sumpter, president and chief executive of FairVote, which advocated for the change, had referred to the referendums as an "inflection point" for the nation.
Advocates argue that ranked choice would lead to more moderate politics by making it less likely that candidates who are rigidly ideological can prevail. They say it also dilutes the power of political parties by opening up the voting process to more candidates.
The results show, however, that voters in rural parts of Colorado, Oregon and Nevada were especially opposed to the changes, leading to the failure of the referendums.
Critics say ranked-choice voting remains a relatively untested voting method that could damage the nation's political system by making it harder to audit votes. They also say it burdens local county clerks and local elections officials and could exasperate the influence wealthy individuals have over the political process.
"Ranked-choice voting is a system that can be complicated and confusing to voters and can end up with more eligible voters having their ballots tossed and not counted," said Peter Koltak of Protect Your Vote Nevada, which opposed that state's ranked-choice voter referendum. "It absolutely biases to candidates who have their own personal financial resources or can raise the most money."
The pro-ranked-choice-voting referendums were funded by a lucrative campaign organized by Unite America, a philanthropic group that advocates for voting changes.
Nick Troiano, executive director of Unite America, said his group spent about $50 million on 12 initiatives that advocate for ranked-choice voting or open primaries, including heavy spending in Colorado, Idaho, Nevada and Oregon.
"The folks who are saying this [ranked-choice voting] system is confusing and complicated are not the voters," Troiano said. "It's the special interests trying to maintain the status quo. The core of their assertion is voters are not smart enough to rank their candidates."
One major donor to Unite America is Kent Thiry, a former chairman of a health-care company who is co-chairman of the group. Thiry previously flirted with running for governor of Colorado.
According to ColoradoPolitics.com, Thirty has given $3.2 million to Colorado Voters First, which led the campaign for Colorado's Proposition 131. In an interview this summer with Colorado Public Radio, Thiry said he is trying to enhance the country's democracy by giving voters more options.
"There aren't that many great democracies that have survived more than a couple hundred years. And in order to survive, you have to modernize and modify and reflect society," Thiry said.
Ellen Dumm, a consultant for Voter Rights Colorado, which opposed Proposition 131, said Thiry's interest in the referendum is a self-serving effort to make it easier for wealthy individuals to run for office. She said the effort also ignored appeals from county clerks and voting rights groups that Colorado should first study how the changes would impact the electoral process.
Dumm had estimated that Colorado would need to spend $21 million over three years to implement the change.
"Instead of trying to get some compromise, he [Thiry] decided to ram it down our throats, without understanding the nitty-gritty of how elections work," said Dumm, who is also an elections judge.
Under the referendums, Colorado, Idaho and Nevada would have held open primaries to decide the candidates in a general election. In Colorado and Idaho, the top four candidates would have advanced to the general election.
In Nevada, where Unite America has spent more than $6 million supporting the measure, the top five candidates would have advanced.
Ranked-choice voting would have then been used in the general election in those states.
The referendum in Oregon would have allowed for traditional primaries, but ranked-choice voting would have been used in both contests. The District's referendum would also use ranked-choice voting in both the primary and general election. The District also would allow voters not affiliated with either party to vote in primary elections.
In Alaska, the referendum would repeal that state's open primary law as well as the ranked-choice voting system that Democrat Mary Peltola used to defeat Palin in 2022. Palin is a key backer of efforts to repeal the law, calling it "whack," according to the Anchorage Daily News.

The effort to repeal ranked-choice voting in Alaska is being led by former Alaska governor Sarah Palin (R), who lost a bid for the U.S. House in Alaska in 2022 during a ranked-choice voting contest. (Mark Thiessen/AP)


Supporters of ranked-choice voting point to election victories by Sens. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) and Susan Collins (R-Maine) as proof that the process benefits moderate candidates who are willing to reach out to a range of potential voters.
"In our current elections, sometimes it's good enough to just pander to one niche base, and that tends to be an extremist base," said Deb Otis, the director of research and policy at FairVote. "But with ranked-choice voting ... the candidates who do best are those who can have a solid base of first choices, but also appeal as a second choice and a third choice."
Appealing to all of those voters, however, will cost even more money, Koltak had argued.
"It's great if you are establishment and well-funded and have access to a lot of resources," Koltak said. "But if you are outside the establishment, or third party, I am not sure this really allows yourself to push yourself forward in a general election."
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At National Cathedral, the doors are open wide for a two-day election vigil
It was an ostentatious and fearless rebuke to boarded-up Washington.
By Robin Givhan | 2024-11-06

As much of D.C. is getting boarded up and locked down, Washington National Cathedral made an intentional decision to leave its doors wide open. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


Much of the nation's capital was already surrounded by fencing, cowering behind Jersey barriers and barricaded behind sheets of raw plywood in preparation for the results of a seemingly endless yet whiplash-inducing presidential election. The city was in a defensive crouch, waiting for something inevitable and terrible to happen. But on Election Day, Washington National Cathedral's ornate iron doors were open wide. Fresh air blew through the soaring vestibule, and light streamed in through the stained-glass windows.
It was an ostentatious rebuke to boarded-up Washington, a gregarious welcome to anyone who might be passing by. And many people were. They came for the  prayer vigil on Election Day. And those prayers continue today.   The cathedral doors  are unlocked from morning to night.  Clergy  offered words of solace and, in multiple services, including an interfaith one Tuesday afternoon, called on a higher power for a free and fair election and a population willing to believe that such a thing is still possible.
The capital might be fearful of what its citizens and visitors are capable of as the votes are counted, and what they might get up to after the final tally is recorded. But some still have faith that the country has the capacity to muddle through just fine. Keeping the cathedral doors open  is an act of patriotism and grace.

An interfaith service at Washington National Cathedral brought together representatives of the Christian, Jewish and Muslim faiths. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


"We ask that You inspire our leaders, elected or about to be, with the ability to love unconditionally, to serve passionately, and to become a voice of truth and justice vigorously," prayed Imam Yahya Hendi during the interfaith service.
Despite its name, the Gothic cathedral in Northwest Washington is not federally funded. It isn't a place where government and religion conspire. It is, instead, a calm port in the storm of daily life. It's the grand Episcopalian edifice where a nation comes to mourn its presidents, to commemorate its statesmen, and to remember the lives of those who have elevated the culture or whose deaths have forever transformed it. Former president George H.W. Bush was memorialized at Washington National Cathedral. So were Sen. John McCain (R-Arizona), Secretary of State Madeleine Albright and Colin L. Powell. Helen Keller is buried in the cathedral, and the ashes of Matthew Shepard are interred there. The cathedral, sited on a hill with a view of the U.S. Capitol, is a place where the country comes to consider its morality, to reflect on its leadership and to aspire to be better.
The cathedral is a reflection of our democracy. And so, it had security. Doesn't every place? But it remained unobtrusive. For visitors, the only sign was a single guard who stood off to the side. He was there just in case. He didn't represent a disheartening presumption of unrest or failure. He didn't upend the expectation of solace.

From left, Eleanor Dunn, 80; Mia Silverman, 75; and Pam Covington, 80. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


"There's a sense of comfort here, that I'm with a like-minded community that cares," said Mia Silverman, 75. She was visiting from Santa Monica, California, spending a few months in the city as her husband receives care at the National Institutes of Health. She was with her longtime friends Pam Covington and Eleanor Dunn, both 80, and they were all Harris-Walz supporters who, after voting, just wanted to ease their anxiety with something other than cocktails and doomscrolling. More than anything, aside from a Harris victory, Covington said, they wanted "a peaceful transfer of power."
So they came to the cathedral Tuesday in their sneakers and athleisure wear on a glorious fall day in hopes that the next day and the one after that and the one after that would be just as glorious, that they wouldn't turn into mayhem. That neither patriotism, freedom nor faith would be weaponized against democracy.
"There are times when what matters is not that we, in any sense, feel safe in the hands of God, but that God is safe in our hands," said the Right Rev. Mariann Edgar Budde in her remarks.
Some 300 people attended the cathedral's afternoon service on Election Day. There was an abundance of gray-haired visitors in the rows of chairs -- people who had marched and protested over the course of their lives, people who'd seen both the best and the worst of the country. Silverman and her friends had canvassed and cajoled. There was nothing left to do but wait.

People attend an interfaith service at Washington National Cathedral. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


The cathedral held an election vigil in 2016. Not too many people came on that Election Day, when a Hillary Clinton victory seemed destined. But the following day, after Donald Trump's unexpected victory, the cathedral, which can hold some 4,000 people, was packed. There was another vigil in 2020. The cathedral opened after it had been shut down by the coronavirus pandemic, and the country was tied in knots over the contest between Joe Biden and Trump.
Now, in 2024, every fear (rational and irrational), every ghastly prejudice about every kind of person, every possible threat to democracy, including all of those angry men hopped up on bro culture, were rolled into the election. But so was the desire to move toward something better, familiar and, also, historic.

Open doors are an act of patriotism and grace. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


"Daily we pray to You to subdue the arrogant in our time. On this Election Day and every day, help us to subdue the arrogance within ourselves," prayed Rabbi Susan Shankman.
Women will make the difference in this race. Or maybe Black men will be the deciding factor at the polls. Or Latinos. Or maybe young people will lead the way, or all those older women who lived through a time before Roe v. Wade who are incensed that they're once again fighting for reproductive rights. Or maybe men who want a return to the American greatness they perceived under Trump.
The doors to the cathedral  are open to them all -- the equivalent of a straight-spined, open-armed, fearless stance. Everyone is welcome to pray and reflect. That alone won't save democracy, but it can't hurt.
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How Americans in 10 states voted on abortion access measures
Measures seeking to preserve, expand or restrict abortion rights were on the ballot in 10 states.
By Annabelle Timsit | 2024-11-06
This election, voters in 10 states -- from deep-red Missouri to traditionally blue New York -- were asked to decide on ballot measures relating to abortion access and reproductive rights. Seven of those states voted to protect, preserve or extend abortion rights, while three voted to restrict them, according to The Washington Post's tally.
Here are the states where abortion was on the ballot and how those measures fared.
In Arizona, where abortions are legal until 15 weeks of pregnancy, voters chose to amend the state constitution to add the right to an abortion up to fetal viability, which is generally considered to be about 24 weeks.
Proposition 139 would also allow abortions after that date if necessary to protect the life and health of the mother. The ballot measure needed greater than 50 percent of the vote to pass.
As of early Wednesday, Proposition 139 was projected to pass, according to The Washington Post's tally.
Arizona put abortion on its ballot after its highest court upheld an 1864 territorial law -- passed before Arizona became a state -- that prohibited and criminalized almost all abortions. The ban took effect for a brief period this spring before the state Senate repealed it and abortion again became legal through the first 15 weeks of pregnancy.
Voters in Colorado voted to enshrine the right to abortion in the state's constitution.
Amendment 79 would also repeal a constitutional amendment preventing state funds from being used to cover abortion costs. It required 55 percent of the vote to be approved.
As of early Wednesday, Amendment 79 was projected to pass.
Colorado was the first U.S. state to statutorily protect abortion, and the procedure is legal there without restrictions. It is also an abortion refuge for surrounding states where access to abortion has been restricted or eliminated entirely.
A ballot measure that would have enshrined abortion rights in the Florida constitution fell short of the required 60 percent of voter approval, despite a majority of voters supporting the proposal.
Amendment 4 would have repealed Florida's six-week ban, which went into effect in May, and allowed abortions until fetal viability.
Florida law bars abortions after six weeks unless strict conditions are met, such as two doctors saying an abortion is necessary to save the mother's life; doctor certification of a medical emergency; two doctors attesting that a fetus has a fatal abnormality in the second trimester; or that a pregnancy is the result of rape, incest or human trafficking (in which case, the procedure would be allowed until 15 weeks).
Former president Donald Trump, the projected winner of the 2024 presidential election, said he would oppose the measure as a voting Florida resident. But he declined to answer Tuesday when asked by journalists how he voted on the measure, saying instead: "Just stop talking about that."
People in Maryland voted to enshrine the right to abortion in the state's constitution, with Maryland Question 1 projected to pass by a wide margin.
There are no restrictions on abortion in the state.
Voters in Missouri, which has one of the most restrictive abortion laws in the United States, chose to enshrine reproductive rights in the state constitution and allow abortion through fetal viability.
The vote in favor of Amendment 3 clears the way for overturning the current law, which bans all abortion except in cases of medical emergencies, with no exceptions for rape or incest -- but it does not explicitly undo the law, according to the Associated Press, which reports that supporters of abortion rights will need to sue if they seek to overturn the ban.
Missouri Amendment 3, which required more than 50 percent of the vote to pass, also specified that the state could not restrict funding for reproductive health organizations that provide contraceptives and other services.
Supporters went to court to stop Republican Secretary of State Jay Ashcroft from changing the amendment's summary language and from removing the amendment from the ballot altogether.
A Montana measure that was the subject of a lengthy legal battle to get on the ballot sought to enshrine in the state's constitution the existing right to an abortion through fetal viability.
Constitutional Amendment 128 needed more than 50 percent of the vote and is projected to win.
The amendment sought to put on the books a 1999 Montana state Supreme Court ruling that gives residents the right to an abortion until that time. Since the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade in 2022, some state lawmakers have been working to overturn that ruling.
Nebraska voters were asked to vote on two competing abortion-related initiatives: Initiatives 434 and 439.
Initiative 434, backed by antiabortion groups, would amend the state's constitution to ban abortion after the first trimester, with exceptions for rape, incest and to save the life of the pregnant person. Initiative 439 would have secured a right to abortion until fetal viability.
To be enacted, the winning measure had to receive a majority of votes in favor, at least 35 percent of total votes in the election, and a greater number of votes than the competing measure.
As of early Wednesday, Initiative 434 was projected to win, and Initiative 439 was projected to fail.
Nevada voters chose to amend their state's constitution to establish the legality of abortion as a fundamental right.
Question 6 would ensure abortion access for the first 24 weeks of pregnancy, as current law allows, or later when a doctor has "reasonable cause" to believe the procedure is needed to "protect the life or health of the pregnant individual."
Voters will need to approve Question 6 a second time in 2026 before the constitution is formally amended.
In New York, where abortion is legal until 24 weeks of pregnancy, voters chose to extend the state constitution's equal rights amendment to include sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, pregnancy, pregnancy outcomes, and reproductive health care and autonomy.
Supporters say this proposal would bar the state legislature from restricting abortion access in the future.
As of early Wednesday, Proposal 1 was projected to pass.
South Dakota voters defeated an amendment that would have established a constitutional right to abortion and created a framework for regulation of abortion access, including a ban on any state abortion restrictions in the first trimester.
As of early Wednesday, Amendment G was projected to lose.
South Dakota has a near-total abortion ban, which came into effect shortly after the Supreme Court overturned Roe.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/elections/2024/11/06/abortion-election-results-ballot-measures-2024/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



For Indian Americans hoping for Harris win, evening ends in disappointment
At watch parties across the Atlanta suburbs Tuesday evening, Indian Americans waited anxiously to learn whether one of their own would become the next president. 
By Anumita Kaur | 2024-11-06

People gather at Rang Sip & Dine, a restaurant and bar in Suwanee, Georgia, to watch Tuesday night's election results. (Kendrick Brinson for The Washington Post)


SUWANEE, Georgia -- At a packed bar in this Atlanta suburb, Adarsh Ravikumar, a bhangra dance teacher, burst into applause every time a state was called in favor of Vice President Kamala Harris late Tuesday evening.
As states from Connecticut to Colorado were called for Harris, Ravikumar and dozens of other Indian Americans sat transfixed by the giant screens displaying the electoral map. Plates lined with pakoras, fried vegetable fritters, and aloo tikki, spiced potato patties, were passed around. The crowd ordered rounds of drinks, then promptly refilled them.
Ravikumar, 23, was among the majority of partygoers who voted for Harris, whose mother immigrated from India and father from Jamaica -- and he entered the night confident. "A vote for Kamala is a vote for women," he said. "A vote for Kamala is a vote for ... not a felon."
At watch parties across the Atlanta suburbs Tuesday evening, Indian Americans waited anxiously to find out whether one of their own might become the next president. For many, the moment felt historic -- and was another sign of the growing political power of Asian Americans.
"It is exciting. It means there's space for many different backgrounds. I'm from south India, her mom is from south India," said Srijay Kasturi, 24.
But as results rolled in, and one battleground state after another was projected to go for former president Donald Trump, many in this South Asian bar grew grim. The room fell quieter, bright eyes dimmed, and some began to leave looking dejected.
The angst wasn't universal. In one corner of the bar -- far from the mass of Harris supporters -- two friends huddled over cocktails and whooped when Trump clinched a battleground state. "He's good for business. Less regulations," said Suraj Chaudry, 49.

Ashwin Ramaswami, second from left and a candidate for the Georgia state Senate, was among those gathered at Rang Sip & Dine. (Kendrick Brinson for The Washington Post)


It was a scene likely playing out across Georgia, where an influx of Asian Americans -- the population doubled since 2012 -- has transformed much of the Atlanta area like Gwinnett, Forsyth and Fulton counties. Asian businesses -- ranging from boba tea shops to South Asian bars -- are scattered throughout the region. In parts of northeast Atlanta, signs in Chinese, Korean and Vietnamese line the roads. The state legislature has the largest Asian American and Pacific Islander caucus in the continental United States, and in 2020, Georgia's Asian American communities helped swing the state for the Democrats for the first time since 1992.  
There are about 610,000 Asian Americans in the state, with Indian Americans as the largest group at about 177,000 residents, according to AAPI Data.
In an immigrant community stratified by religion, language, caste and class, Harris's background was embraced by some but rang hollow for others. Some have said they viewed Harris as Black, but not Indian American, and that her identity matters less than policies.
At the watch party, two friends took turns pointing at the electoral map looming over them on the bar's giant TV screen, loudly talking over each other. Arun Darpally, a 51-year-old software engineer, had voted for Trump, and argued that he would be better for the economy. Ravi Kandimik, a 60-year-old IT consultant, had voted for Harris, listing women's rights and the climate as his top priorities.
After a few rounds of drinks, Kandimik grew solemn, silently walking away from their shared table multiple times. "Not good. It's not good," Kandimik said, removing his glasses and staring off.
Darpally grew louder. "It's pretty good," he smiled.
Both the Harris and Trump campaigns had tried to sway these voters.
Harris's campaign has held cultural events and crafted in-language materials in a variety of South Asian languages. Three days before the election, Harris published an op-ed with an online South Asian media website. The Republican Party in recent years has appealed to Asian American voters as well, leaning into concerns around crime, education, affirmative action and socialism, which weigh heavily among some Asian American communities. On Diwali, Trump honed in on Hindu voters and Modi-supporters in a social media post.

Supporters of both presidential candidates feasted on the returns throughout the evening. (Kendrick Brinson for The Washington Post)


For Kasturi, who is from south India like Harris's mother, the vice president's Indian identity also translated to culturally relevant policies. Harris's plan for Medicare to cover long-term-care services at home, aimed at helping Americans who care for aging parents, is crucial for South Asian families, many of whom live in multigenerational households, he said.
Kasturi's grandparents live with his parents part-time as they travel between India and the United States. "Harris was putting a focus on how we care for our elderly," he said. "It's a form of respect to take care of our parents. For it to be financially viable is a good thing."
He looked toward the end of the bar that held Trump supporters. "Some of the older generation of Indians do tend to be conservative," he said of the rifts within the bar's patrons, and the Indian American community.
As the results trickled in, Ravikumar, the bhangra teacher, scanned the room. He was used to politics-related conflict within the Indian American community. His father voted for Trump in 2020 and this year was secretive about how he cast his ballot. Meanwhile, his mom was excited about Harris, and their shared Indian background was important to her, Ravikumar said.
He had lived in the Atlanta suburbs most of his life, and since Georgia voted for Joe Biden in 2020 by a small margin, he hoped that Harris could prevail this year, he said.
He laughed nervously as the night wore on and the electoral map became increasingly red. "I'm trying not to think about it too much. There's no reason to stress right now," he said, while his eyes were trained on the screen. "It's just easier to be around people right now, though."

Patrons watch as Donald Trump is projected to win Montana on his way to capturing the presidency for a second time. (Kendrick Brinson for The Washington Post)


By about 11 p.m., partygoers had stopped refilling their wine glasses and beer mugs. Many of their smiles had turned to grimaces. Some headed toward the exit. Those who stayed sat in silence, alternating between looking at the televisions and looking at their phones.
Ravikumar stared at the television screen displaying CNN's electoral map -- Trump solidly in the lead -- and chuckled, then shrugged. "There's still some hope," he said, pointing out that some Georgia precincts still had to be counted. After Trump secured North Carolina, Ravikumar headed home.
By 12:30 a.m., the bar had nearly emptied. Just one table of Trump supporters remained with their drinks still flowing.
A few hours later, the race was called for Trump.
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Trump win, German coalition collapse overshadow European leaders' summit
Celebrations from Hungarian leader Viktor Orban and the collapse of Germany's government added to the uncertainty as Europe frets over Trump's comeback. 
By Ellen Francis | 2024-11-07

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban and Albanian Prime Minister Edi Rama attend the European Political Community Summit in Budapest on Thursday. (Marton Monus/Reuters)


BUDAPEST -- European leaders have for months talked about hedging against a Donald Trump comeback. But as they gathered in the Hungarian capital on Thursday, a day after his election win, the meeting encapsulated that they're nowhere near Trump-proof.
They're still strategizing on how to shore up key vulnerabilities, from trade to defense and the war in Ukraine. The German government coalition collapsed the night before the meeting, adding to the uncertainty. And their host, Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban, is again touting the benefits of a second Trump presidency.
"I see a shining victory, perhaps the biggest comeback of the history of Western politics," Orban said of Trump's win on the eve of the European Political Community Summit. "We have several plans that we can achieve in the coming years with President Donald Trump."
The back-to-back meetings of European leaders in Budapest this week could provide Orban, whose country has the six-month rotating presidency of the European Council, with the stage to celebrate right-wing gains on both sides of the Atlantic and tout his potential to be a Trump whisperer in Europe.
On the campaign trail, Trump repeatedly praised the illiberal Hungarian leader, who has feuded with the bloc over his efforts to hinder aid for Ukraine. Orban said earlier this week that Europe would have to rethink its support for Kyiv if Trump is reelected.
At the gathering, the unpredictability of a second Trump presidency loomed large over the smattering of celebrations -- and deepened a sense of malaise.
At the European Union and NATO headquarters in Brussels, policymakers have fretted about the risk that Trump could scale back U.S. funding for Ukraine, upend the military alliance that underpins European security, launch a damaging trade war and embolden far-right figures who have already gained momentum in Europe.
While E.U. officials voiced anguish internally about Trump's victory, their leaders put on a brave face. They pledged on Thursday to work with the president-elect, as the conversation shifted from preparing for him to figuring out how to accommodate him.
"I think we have to send a strong message to the United States that we support Ukraine for as long and as much as needed," Finnish Prime Minister Petteri Orpo told reporters. "It's clear Europe has to do more for its own defense. This is an important message to Trump."
E.U. officials were joined in Budapest by leaders from Britain and Turkey, as well as NATO chief Mark Rutte and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, among many others.
Some have sought to project leadership in the face of Trump 2.0, renewing calls for more autonomy and defense spending. French President Emmanuel Macron was quick to call for a "more sovereign" and united Europe, even as he congratulated Trump and spoke to him via telephone.
Polish Foreign Minister Radek Sikorski, who said Wednesday that he had been in regular contact with security officials from the Republican Party, said it was time for Europe to "take more responsibility for its security."
Yet as two of the E.U.'s key powers, France and Germany, called for the bloc to rally together, appeals for unity were soon drowned out by the collapse of Germany's governing coalition on Wednesday night.
Distracted by domestic politics and shaken by recent far-right gains, European leaders have scrambled to make contingency plans while acknowledging that the United States played too dominant a role at NATO to shield the alliance from winds of change in Washington. They made a point of pushing through loans for Kyiv before the election, moved key elements of military aid to Ukraine under NATO command and drafted lists of retaliatory tariffs in case Trump follows through on his promises.
Some analysts saw more talk than action. "I think they talked about it but many shied away from planning, possibly fearing a self fulfilling prophecy or assuming -- wrongly -- that nothing could be done," posted Camille Grand, a distinguished policy fellow with the European Council on Foreign Relations and a former NATO assistant secretary general.
European officials and analysts said the Trump wake-up call could force European leaders to mobilize faster on key issues, including funding for Ukraine and defense. But others warned his reelection also threatens to deepen fault lines as European capitals make their own calculations, including on their financial challenges, on Russia's war in Ukraine and their policy toward China.
On the campaign trail, Trump infamously declared he would encourage Russia "to do whatever the hell they want" to NATO allies that don't spend enough on defense. Diplomats say they fear that his tendency to bash the Western military alliance and disregard its core tenets could be enough to deal a blow, even if few believe he would formally pull the United States from NATO.
Germany's transatlantic coordinator, Michael Link, told German radio on Wednesday that Europeans must now "think carefully" about how to strengthen their footprint within NATO, avoid "breaking up into different camps" and "make it very clear that we expect the U.S. to keep its commitments within NATO."
"We can't just wait like a rabbit in headlights to see what Trump does," he said.
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'We have won': Russians envision new global system with Trump victory
Russians see Donald Trump's win as a victory for conservative, isolationist forces in the world against a liberal, Western-dominated global order.
By Francesca Ebel, Catherine Belton | 2024-11-07

A Russian national flag flies near a U.S. flag at the U.S. Embassy in Moscow on Wednesday. (Yuri Kochetkov/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


MOSCOW -- President-elect Donald Trump's stunning political comeback has created an opening for Russia to shatter Western unity on Ukraine and redraw the global power map, according to several influential members of the Russian elite.
Across the corridors of power in Moscow, the win for Trump's populist campaign arguing that America should focus on its domestic woes over aiding countries like Ukraine was being hailed as a potential victory for Russia's efforts to carve out its own sphere of influence in the world.
In even broader terms, it was seen as a victory for conservative, isolationist forces supported by Russia against a liberal, Western-dominated global order setting the rules for the entire world that the Kremlin (and its allies) have been seeking to undermine.
"We have won," said Alexander Dugin, the Russian ideologue who has long pushed an imperialist agenda for Russia and supported disinformation efforts against Kamala Harris's campaign. " ... The world will be never ever like before. Globalists have lost their final combat," he wrote on X.
The deputy speaker of Russia's upper house of parliament, Konstantin Kosachev, said on his Telegram channel: "The victory of the right in the so-called 'free world' will be a blow to the left-liberal forces that dominate it. It is not by chance that Europe was so openly 'rooting' for Harris, who would, in fact, preserve the rule of the Obama-Clinton 'clan.'"
Konstantin Malofeyev, the Russian Orthodox billionaire who has funded a conservative agenda promoting traditional Christian values on the far right and far left across the West, crowed on Telegram that it would be possible to negotiate with Trump, "both about the division of Europe and the division of the world. After our victory on the battlefield."
In more immediate terms, Trump's election victory was expected to have a dramatic impact on Russia's ongoing war in Ukraine, according to Leonid Slutsky, the head of parliament's foreign affairs committee.
"Judging by the pre-election rhetoric ... the Republican team is not going to send more and more American taxpayer money into the furnace of the proxy war against Russia," he said. "Once the West stops propping up [Ukrainian President Volodymyr] Zelensky's neo-Nazi regime, its downfall will happen in a matter of months, if not days."
But others were more circumspect, and some warned that Trump's presidency could lead to a more unpredictable era. Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said Russia would wait to see if the president-elect's campaign rhetoric, criticizing support for Ukraine and calling for an end to the war, translated into "concrete actions." He declared that the United States remains "an unfriendly country that directly and indirectly is involved in a war against our state."
Russian lawmaker Maria Butina, who previously served 15 months in a U.S. federal prison after being convicted of operating as an unregistered foreign agent in the United States, told The Post this was "a good chance for U.S.-Russian relations to improve." She added, "Hopefully this time ... Trump will keep his promise to truly be a peacemaker."

Russian agent Maria Butina with an armful of flowers upon her arrival from the United States at Moscow International Airport Sheremetyevo, Oct. 26, 2019. (Alexander Zemlianichenko/AP)


In the weeks leading up to the election, Russian officials sought to downplay their interest in the vote, but that public stance was belied by what U.S. officials said were intensifying Kremlin-directed disinformation operations seeking to stoke chaos and target Harris. The operations built on earlier efforts to stoke isolationist sentiments, according to documents previously reported on by The Post.
In the end, Russian efforts to interfere in the 2024 election were "pretty marginal to the overall trend of voter sentiment," said Eric Ciaramella, a former White House official now at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, especially compared to 2016 when U.S. intelligence officials concluded that a Russian hack and leak operation had helped change the narrative in support of Trump.
But analysts also noted that more than a decade of Russian propaganda operations amplifying anti-establishment isolationist voices through increasingly sophisticated social media operations, including on X, changed the mainstream political debate in a way that would never have been possible via traditional media.
"On a digital platform, your ability to do these things works," said Clint Watts, the head of Microsoft's Threat Analysis Center. Following the vote, X owner Elon Musk hailed the result as cementing the power of his platform to provide alternative views over "legacy media."
Russia's business community could also not hide a new sense of optimism that Trump's victory would change things for the better in the Russian view.
Shares on the Moscow stock exchange surged nearly 3 percent in early trading as the election results came in, amid widespread expectations that Trump could propose lifting sanctions against Russia in return for an end to its military action.
"Trump is someone who is used to doing deals," said one Moscow businessman, speaking on the condition of anonymity for fear of retribution. "The expectation is that under Trump, decisions will be reached faster to end the conflict and ease sanctions."
"For big business, Trump's election is a hopeful factor," he added. "Sanctions are strangling the economy, and costs are soaring."
But share prices later settled, and some analysts said risks remain high that relations could run aground and that the standoff could worsen under a Trump presidency. Alexei Venediktov, the well-connected longtime editor of the Echo of Moscow radio station, said the potential for both houses of Congress to come under a Republican majority would break the long-held deadlock in the U.S. political system, making the government capable of reaching decisions at far greater speed and creating new risks.
The Republican majority "is the threat from the Kremlin's point of view, because there are no internal contradictions, no internal chaos," said Venediktov. "It was important for the Kremlin that the winning candidate was Mr. or Mrs. Chaos."
A clear sign of the lack of Kremlin trust in Trump, Venediktov said, was Putin's decision not to immediately congratulate Trump like other leaders had. "This is actually an insult," he said. "It's a signal."

Russian President Vladimir Putin shakes hands with President Donald Trump during a bilateral meeting on the sidelines of the Group of 20 summit in Osaka, Japan, in 2019. (Susan Walsh/AP)


But others said Putin's reticence was in fact a sign of the Kremlin's growing confidence. Sergei Markov, a Kremlin-connected political analyst, said the expectation is that Trump would still eventually, though not immediately, call Zelensky and Putin and propose a cease-fire deal in Ukraine along the lines of a plan already floated by his running mate, JD Vance, which appears to hand Russia the Ukrainian territory it already controls.
Under this proposal, a cease-fire would be reached along the current front line, together with the creation of a large demilitarized buffer zone, with new borders to be ratified under later referendums. "If everything goes okay, then Trump will lift sanctions" to pull Moscow out of China's orbit, Markov said.
But Markov and other analysts said Putin is unlikely to agree to any deal that does not include the complete demilitarization of Ukraine, which even Trump might reject. "Putin wants what no one can give him," said Tatiana Stanovaya, a senior fellow at the Carnegie Russia Eurasia Center.
One possibility, though, would be an agreement in which Moscow and Kyiv would halt strikes on energy and power infrastructure, Markov suggested, an arrangement that was already under discussion earlier this summer until Ukraine's incursion into Russia's Kursk region thwarted the talks. "This would be a colossal victory for Trump," Markov said.
Thomas Gomart, director of the French Institute for International Relations, said other far-right and far-left political forces in Europe -- many of which have been supported by Moscow -- could be boosted by Trump's win.
They could call for a rapprochement with Russia, potentially ushering in a new era in which politics would be dominated by autocrats, and in which the winning coalition of Trump, Vance and Musk would introduce a new disruptive ideology. "In a sense, it could be a new realignment in Europe," Gomart said.
"This is a very good moment against the globalist deep state," said Jean-Luc Schaffhauser, a far-right French former member of the European Parliament, who once facilitated a 9.4 million euro ($10.1 million) loan from a Russian bank to far-right French politician Marine Le Pen's presidential campaign. "It's a moment for Europe to make a bridge with conservative America" and align with Russia, he said.
"It can be a new era," Schaffhauser said.
Belton reported from London. Mary Ilyushina in Berlin and Natalia Abbakumova in Riga, Latvia, contributed to this report.
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China, already grappling with a weak economy, braces for Trump's return
Ties between Beijing and Washington worsened sharply during Donald Trump's first term. But some in China see a potential bridge builder in his second: Elon Musk.
By Katrina Northrop | 2024-11-07

President Donald Trump, left, shakes hands with Chinese President Xi Jinping during a meeting on the sidelines of the G-20 summit in Osaka, Japan, in 2019. (Susan Walsh/AP)


China is bracing for an unpredictable four years when Donald Trump returns to the White House, with the potential for renewed tensions over trade and Taiwan, but also opportunities for Beijing to play a greater role on the global stage.
Even as Chinese leader Xi Jinping congratulated the president-elect on Thursday, analysts were warning of a return to the transactionalism and confrontation that defined Trump's first term and launched a new era of hawkishness in Washington.
"A lot of people here, including the government, I think, are preparing for certain upheaval or storms, but nobody knows," said Tang Shiping, an international relations professor at Fudan University in Shanghai, who released a computer model on Sunday that correctly predicted Trump's win.  "I don't think anybody really understands or has a rough idea what Trump, in his second term, will be able to do."
Some media outlets in China did, however, seize on one glimmer of hope: The possibility that Tesla CEO Elon Musk -- who has been a major donor to and supporter of the Trump campaign, but also has strong business interests in China -- could serve as a bridge. Some people on Weibo, the Chinese equivalent of X, proposed that Musk could be the next U.S. ambassador to China.
"China would be happy to see him play a role in bringing the two countries to an understanding, there are basically mutually beneficial opportunities in working together," said Wang Zichen, who writes the Pekingnology newsletter on Substack.

Trump speaks with a delegation led by Chinese Vice Premier Liu He at the Oval Office, amid a trade war with China in February 2019. (Oliver Contreras for The Washington Post)


Xi on Thursday sent Trump a message of congratulations for his election victory.
"History teaches that China and the United States gain from cooperation and lose from confrontation," Xi said in his message, according to state media. "A stable, sound and sustainable China-U. S. relationship serves the two countries' shared interests and meets the aspiration of the international community."
Trump's first term in the White House was, however, far from consistent.
At the start, in 2017, he attempted to strike a trade deal with Xi, inviting the Chinese leader to his Florida residence at Mar-a-Lago and traveling to Beijing for an elaborate state visit. He often spoke of Xi in glowing terms, calling him a "friend" and "an incredible guy."
All that changed in 2018, when Trump led a hawkish turn in U.S. policy on China, launching a trade war and slapping tariffs on roughly $360 billion in Chinese imports, as well as imposing sanctions on Chinese technology companies.
Then he blamed Beijing for causing the deadly outbreak of covid-19, which he called "the Chinese virus."
Although President Joe Biden maintained many Trump-era policies toward Beijing, including tariffs on Chinese goods, he toned down the anti-China rhetoric and worked to restart bilateral channels of communication.
On the campaign trail this year, Trump has promised to double down on his harsh first-term economic policies, including threatening to impose 60 percent tariffs on all Chinese goods.
That makes it unlikely Trump and Xi will get off to a smooth start, analysts say.
"The U.S.-China relationship will increase in tension in the first 100 days," said Ivan Kanapathy, a former National Security Council official focused on China who served in the Trump and Biden administrations. "There will be an acceleration of competitive actions," he added, including tariffs, export controls and sanctions.
But Beijing is better prepared this time around.
China's leaders have been trying to promote self-sufficiency and insulate the country's economy from external risks like U.S. tariffs.
The nationalist news site Guancha said in a commentary published Wednesday that China should thank Trump because he has "strengthened our determination, resolve and ability to be self-reliant in critical fields."

A handwritten mark on Trump's notes shows the words "Corona Virus" replaced by "Chinese Virus" at a news briefing at the White House in March 2020. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


But these efforts will only go so far, and a new trade war could not come at a worse time for Beijing: Its economy is struggling to rebound from the pandemic and its ability to hit its 5 percent growth target is in doubt. The property sector is in crisis and unemployment has surged in the  past two years, among the youth population.
"China has been preparing for a long time," said Tong Zhao, a senior fellow at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace in Washington, but another trade war would be hugely damaging.
"Given China's very difficult internal economic situation right now, a renewed trade war or more comprehensive efforts to decouple would pose a much more severe threat to China's economic competitiveness," Zhao said.
After trying to inject new momentum into the economy with a stimulus package announced in September, China's top legislature is meeting this week to discuss further ways to spur growth. An announcement could come Friday.
But Alicia Garcia-Herrero, chief economist for the Asia-Pacific region at the investment bank Natixis, does not expect the announcement to address the underlying issues or boost anemic consumer demand.
An insufficient stimulus package, coming on the heels of Trump's reelection, will constitute "a very bad day" for China, she said. "They need to find other sources of growth, because trade will not make it," she added.
Despite the tough trade talk, Trump has recently returned to underscoring his personal rapport with Xi. In an interview with podcaster Joe Rogan last month, Trump boasted that he enjoyed a "great relationship with President Xi," he said. "We got along very well, and they treated me better than anybody has ever been treated."
Chinese leaders have learned that showing Trump utmost respect as "a very powerful leader who thinks highly of himself" can go a long way, said Wang,  the Pekingnology newsletter author, who is also a research fellow at the Center for China and Globalization, a Beijing think tank. "There is no other way of dealing with this," he said.
Trump could return to a dealmaking approach. "He was an engager," said Susan Shirk, a China scholar at University of California at San Diego. "His basic predilections were to operate that way, and to make a deal, to be transactional," she said, predicting Trump may attempt to strike some type of economic deal in his second term.
Geopolitics is another unpredictable, but potentially beneficial, sphere for Beijing, especially if Trump returns to the isolationist foreign policy approach of his first term.
Analysts noted that a second Trump presidency may help China if he weakens relationships with American allies and leaves another vacuum in global leadership.
Zhao, at Carnegie, said that this could provide opportunities for China.
"China could hope to undermine American efforts to isolate China through a broader Western coalition," he said. "China would certainly strive to establish China's own image of a more responsible power in contrast to the declining American international standing. "
Nerves are running high across the strait in Taiwan, a self-governing democracy  that Beijing considers a runaway province and wants to control. There are concerns about Trump's unpredictability.
At the end of 2016, after his election victory but before he became president, Trump spoke on the phone with then-president of Taiwan, the first contact between leaders of the United States and Taiwan since 1979 -- and continued to throw decades of diplomatic protocol out the window at the start of his term.
But he also lashed out at Taipei. Trump repeatedly said Taiwan should be paying the U.S. more in return for its support. "We're no different than an insurance company," he told to Bloomberg News in July. "Taiwan doesn't give us anything."
Taiwanese President Lai Ching-te congratulated Trump on Wednesday, saying on X that the partnership, "built on shared values & interests" would remain a "cornerstone" for regional stability and prosperity.
Vic Chiang in Taipei, Taiwan, contributed to this report.
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Ukrainian congratulations do little to mask fears about Trump presidency
Trump has expressed misgivings about continuing to support Ukraine in its war with Russia. Ukrainian officials recognize they need to win him over.
By David   Stern, Serhiy Morgunov | 2024-11-07

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky during a meeting with Vice President Kamala Harris in Washington in September. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


KYIV -- Ukrainian officials' congratulations of President-elect Donald Trump on Wednesday were fast and effusive -- but did little to mask the fears and uncertainty that now hangs over Ukraine's future.
Many Ukrainian lawmakers recognize that securing the American weapons needed in the war against Russia will require persuading Trump to back a fight that he appears to consider too expensive.
In an early tweet, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky called it an "impressive election victory." He reminded Trump of the "great meeting" they had in September in the United States and talked about "ways to put an end to Russian aggression against Ukraine."
In a subsequent phone call late on Wednesday, he said he congratulated Trump "on his historic landslide victory" and they agreed "to maintain close dialogue and advance our cooperation."
Andriy Yermak, head the presidential office and Zelensky's main adviser, echoed his boss's congratulations, adding that it was "essential that Ukraine has bipartisan support in the U.S."
"Russia and autocrats only understand the language of power," Yermak wrote on Telegram. "Aggressors must be brought back within clear bounds of justice."
But the extent to which Zelensky and Trump will find common ground -- especially given their fraught history -- remains to be seen, especially because Trump has expressed misgivings about continuing to support Ukraine's war effort.
Zelensky insists that Ukraine must continue fighting and not make any territorial compromises. But the country is critically dependent on economic and military aid from the United States.
Trump on the other hand has promised to end the war in Ukraine as soon as possible. In his address Wednesday, he said: "I'm not going to start wars. I'm going to stop wars."
Last month, Trump seemed to blame Zelensky for letting the conflict with Russia begin and called him "one of the greatest salesmen I've ever seen." But Trump also said that this does not mean "I don't want to help him, because I feel very badly" for Ukrainians.

President Donald Trump and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky in New York in 2019. (Saul Loeb/AFP/Getty Images)


Trump's dealings with Zelensky and Ukraine at times has been complicated, dating back to 2019, when Trump cut off military aid to Ukraine. That's also when he held a phone call with Zelensky, allegedly pressuring him to help in Trump's reelection campaign, leading to his first impeachment.
In the run-up to Election Day, Zelensky also alienated Trump's running mate, JD Vance, calling him "too radical" after he suggested that Ukraine should concede large parts of its territory to Russia and freeze current battle lines.
But some Ukrainian officials expressed hope that a change of power in Washington could work to Kyiv's advantage. Although they have been vocally grateful for American support of Ukraine, they also have criticized the slow pace with which the Biden administration has released weapons and the restrictions placed on long-range strikes within Russian territory.
"Now that Trump has become president again, Ukraine becomes a matter of his success or failure. It's now a personal matter," said Oleksandr Merezhko, chairman of the Ukrainian parliament's foreign affairs committee.
"He doesn't want it to be said in the future that 'on his watch,' he lost Ukraine. This is now his personal story, and it will be one of the markers of whether he will be a successful president and go down in history or not," Merezhko said.
Merezhko said that in general, Trump has been more supportive of Ukraine than President Barack Obama, who barred Kyiv from receiving lethal American weapons when he was in office.
Trump's statements during the campaign "should not be taken seriously," Merezhko said. "There's a saying, 'People lie most during elections and after hunting.'" Trump's campaign rhetoric was "aimed at winning. ... Only tomorrow will he start thinking," Merezhko said.
But Ukrainian officials also acknowledge they must identify arguments to win Trump over and persuade him to back Ukraine. With his election, U.S. policy could become more transactional.
"The logic of geopolitics will look different," Pavlo Klimkin, Ukraine's former foreign minister, told Ukrainian NV radio, adding that "being a businessman, Trump views geopolitics as a 'You give me this, I give you that' exchange."
Ukrainian opposition parliament deputy Oleksiy Honcharenko said the world is moving "from a rules-based international order to a deals-based international order, [and] under Donald Trump, the global order will be based not on rules but on agreements."
What Ukraine would be able to offer Trump is an open question. And Russian President Vladimir Putin will also be making arguments and offering proposals.
Ukraine "must stop appealing to values and such and instead demonstrate what we have and why we are needed," Honcharenko wrote on Telegram. "And we do have something: one of the world's best armies, a key role in the global food market, technologies -- primarily military -- and resources," he wrote.
Whatever the Ukrainians use as their sales pitch, the war in Ukraine has entered a new phase, some say.
"It's the end of an era and the start of a new one," said former Ukrainian foreign minister Dmytro Kuleba. "For Ukraine -- and not only for us -- this means nothing will be done quite the same as in the past 21/2 years."
But also, any promise Putin might make to Trump about bringing the war to an end might still be tough to realize.
"It would be a grave mistake to believe that Ukraine will rush to the negotiating table now," he said.
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Trump win complicates Biden's lame-duck foreign policy 
From Ukraine to Gaza, Trump's unilateral and unpredictable tendencies could embolden both allies and enemies.
By Karen DeYoung, Michael Birnbaum, Missy Ryan | 2024-11-07

President Joe Biden takes questions at a White House briefing on Oct. 4. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 


President-elect Donald Trump's electoral victory comes as a series of major foreign policy issues are in play, with the Biden administration facing difficult diplomacy and threatened escalation in the Middle East, Ukraine and beyond.
Over President Joe Biden's remaining 10 weeks in office, foreign leaders will have to decide whether to acquiesce to his policy prescriptions or dismiss the U.S. leader as a lame duck and hold out for what they anticipate will be better treatment from Trump.
If past is prologue, many of what Biden considers his highest foreign policy achievements -- re-cementing traditional alliances disparaged by Trump in his first term, renewing American leadership of global institutions from which his predecessor withdrew or downgraded, and emphasizing diplomacy rather than unilateral declarations of power -- are likely to go up in flames.
With the experience of his first term in mind, when he charged that the "deep state" conspired against the changes he sought, Trump has promised to dismantle the career national security bureaucracy. "The State Department and Pentagon and national security establishment will be a very different place by the end of my administration," he pledged in a policy video released last year as he began his campaign.
Trump's policy plans this time around have been vague: solving the Ukraine war in 24 hours, backing away from the U.S. role of what Vice President-elect JD Vance has called being "policeman of the world," cracking down hard on countries such as Iran and Venezuela, and expanding his signature Abraham Accords in the Middle East. European officials are currently debating proposals for self-sufficiency in defense, in expectation of Trump pulling support for NATO.
Biden administration officials recognize that they already have significantly less sway with other nations and only a limited ability to make policy decisions that can endure beyond Inauguration Day on Jan. 20.
Ukraine is in an especially difficult position right now, with the country facing major setbacks on the battlefield in recent weeks, sapped by a shortage of military personnel that is difficult to fix quickly. Trump, who during his first term tried to use U.S. military aid to extort Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky into investigating Biden, has shown far more skepticism toward supporting Ukraine than the current administration, while expressing admiration for Russian President Vladimir Putin.
Biden administration officials plan to ship as much military aid as they can to Kyiv, with some of the equipment that was part of the $61 billion package that Congress approved in April not yet on Ukrainian soil. Biden officials have little faith that the Trump team is interested in continuing significant financial support for Zelensky's government, and they have already told European leaders that they are likely to have to shoulder most of the burden.
Biden still faces the question of whether to allow Ukraine to use U.S.-provided long-range missile systems to hit deep into Russian territory, something the Ukrainians have demanded for months but that the White House has avoided amid fears that Putin will escalate the war or complicate other U.S. foreign policy priorities. Biden could still decide to take a maximalist approach toward helping Ukraine over the next couple of months, although parts of his administration continue to oppose the idea.
Trump's vow to resolve the Ukraine conflict even before he takes office lacks details, but the rhetoric alone could push Zelensky closer to the negotiating table. Some of Trump's advisers, including former top national security aide Keith Kellogg, have floated the idea of freezing the conflict along the current territorial lines in exchange for some form of Western security guarantees for Kyiv. One incentive for Putin, Kellogg has said, would be putting off Ukraine's membership in NATO, a promise the alliance has already made.
While some Republican lawmakers remain staunchly supportive of aid to Ukraine, Trump advisers have consistently signaled that they do not intend to maintain current levels of assistance.
"We gave Ukraine more money than we allocated for the U.S. Marine Corps last year. Just think about that," Kellogg said at a Nixon Foundation event in September.
Top Biden policy officials plan to be on the phone this week with foreign counterparts to try to assess what kind of international work might be possible in the coming months, one U.S. official said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive internal planning. Israel and Middle East policy is an especially open question, where a tangle of competing interests means that some actors may still welcome U.S. input while others -- especially the Israeli government -- may be inclined to be dismissive.
Of the three separate conflicts in which Israel is currently engaged -- Gaza, Lebanon and Iran -- none is likely to be resolved before Trump takes office, and all depend far more on the actions of the parties directly involved than any desire for peace by the Biden administration.
In Gaza, the Israel-Hamas war rages on, with Palestinian civilians now suffering what the United Nations has called "apocalyptic" deprivation as Israel continues to attack civilian areas and impede the distribution of humanitarian assistance. After nearly a year of negotiations, with the United States, Egypt and Qatar mediating between the two intransigent parties, they appear no closer to a deal to ease the suffering of Palestinian civilians, return Hamas-held Israeli hostages and lift barriers to aid.
The administration will face a decision point next week when it needs to address a 30-day deadline it imposed on the Israeli government last month to ameliorate humanitarian concerns or risk the suspension of U.S. arms shipments and other assistance. While U.S. and Israeli officials have been engaged in intensive conversations on the issue in recent weeks, little Israeli action has been taken.
One factor complicating the administration's decision is the knowledge that if Biden were to cut off military supplies to Israel, Trump -- who has reportedly been in regular contact with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and last month urged him to "do what you have to do" to win the war -- could immediately restore arms transfers on Jan. 20. In the meantime, Israel could block humanitarian assistance to Gaza altogether.
Even as it tries to negotiate a Gaza cease-fire, the Biden administration has drawn up detailed plans for a "day after" government in the enclave, including a path to a long-term solution in which Palestinians would get an independent state in Gaza and the West Bank on land currently occupied by Israel.
As sweeteners for both sides, the Biden plans outline normalization of relations between Israel and Saudi Arabia, adding the kingdom to the list of three smaller Arab countries that established diplomatic relations with Israel during the Trump administration.
For its part, Israel would agree to the path to Palestinian statehood, while the Saudis have been promised a U.S. security and civil nuclear agreement. All of those plans may fall by the wayside under Trump, who has long touted his close relationship with both Netanyahu and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman. Trump has said he is agnostic on a two-state solution, and he could offer the Saudi sweeteners for free.
In Lebanon, where Israel is fighting a second front against Hezbollah, the chances for a deal under Biden may be better than on Gaza, said Aaron David Miller, a longtime Middle East negotiator under several administrations, now at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.
"The administration has a very detailed off-ramp" that Israel may be more inclined to accept "now that it has more or less accomplished what they want to do" in destroying Hezbollah's leadership and infrastructure and clearing its fighters from the area north of the Israel-Lebanon border, Miller said.
The Biden administration has also fought to dial down tensions between Israel and Iran, which has said it is still contemplating a retaliatory response to an Israeli strike on air defense installations and military sites last month -- itself a response to an earlier Iranian attack. It is unclear how Tehran will respond to another Trump administration, which might well seek to reinvigorate the former president's "maximum pressure" campaign of crushing sanctions and direct military action against top generals.
Netanyahu's firing this week of Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant may further complicate the ability of the Biden administration to advance its goals for the Middle East.
Over the 13 months since the war began with Hamas's Oct. 7, 2023, attack, U.S. officials came to see Gallant, a gruff and blunt former naval commando, as an "indispensable partner" and ally in countering the most right-wing members of Netanyahu's coalition, some of whom categorically opposed aid for Palestinians and want to send Israeli settlers back to Gaza.
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Trump win leaves Russia jubilant and Europe putting on a brave face
Israel's and Ukraine's leaders were among the first to congratulate Donald Trump. His victory is resonating across the globe.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-11-07

A large banner bears portraits of President-elect Donald Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris on the facade of a hotel in Pristina, Kosovo, on Wednesday. (Armend Nimani/AFP/Getty Images)


The world on Wednesday grappled with the return of Donald Trump to the White House, a stunning result after a campaign that trafficked in xenophobia and vows of retribution, and that made promises that would upend global trade and undermine an international order that the United States helped build.
The president-elect will inherit no shortage of foreign policy challenges, including Russia's war in Ukraine, a conflict in the Middle East that some fear could escalate into an all-out regional war, and rising Chinese aggression in the South China Sea. He has offered few specifics on his foreign policy, but has pledged the revival of the isolationist and protectionist "America First" approach that marked his first term.
U.S. allies, which had signaled a preference for continuity under Vice President Kamala Harris, put on a brave face. Through gritted teeth Wednesday, they offered Trump their congratulations, saying they were ready to work with him, even as he has vowed to impose punishing tariffs on their goods and admonished them as freeloaders.
"We are being taken advantage of by every country all over the world, including our allies," Trump said at a campaign rally in Warren, Michigan, last week. "And in many cases, our allies are worse than our co-called enemies."
Some U.S. adversaries rejoiced. Russian officials appeared almost giddy at the news of a Trump victory. He has promised to end the war in Ukraine in 24 hours, without elaborating, a pledge that has led many in Russia to conclude that the war could end in a manner favorable to Russian President Vladimir Putin.
"Kamala is finished," former Russian president Dmitry Medvedev wrote on X. "Let her keep cackling infectiously."
Media outlets in allied countries were less sanguine than their leaders. An article in the German newspaper Die Zeit was headlined with a four-letter word: "F---." A column in the Globe and Mail, Canada's national newspaper, called Trump's election "a crisis like no other in our lifetimes" and said the damage that Trump and his allies could do the United States and its allies was "incalculable."
"We are living in the time of Nero," it said.

Traditional Russian wooden dolls, or matryoshka, depicting Trump and Vladimir Putin are displayed for sale Wednesday at a souvenir shop in St. Petersburg. (Dmitri Lovetsky/AP)


Russian officials had sought to feign indifference ahead of the U.S. elections, even as the Kremlin directed multiple disinformation campaigns targeting Harris. But on Wednesday morning, many of them could not contain their glee, hailing the prospects for a reset in U.S.-Russia relations and an end to the war in Ukraine -- on Moscow's terms.
"Kamala Harris was right when she quoted Psalm 30:5: 'Weeping may remain in the night, but joy comes in the morning,'" Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova wrote on Telegram. "Hallelujah, I would add for myself."
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov struck a more cautious note, saying that the Kremlin was awaiting "concrete actions" and that he didn't know whether Putin would call Trump to congratulate him. The United States, he added, "is an unfriendly country that directly and indirectly is involved in a war against our state."
Trump has often spoken with admiration of Putin, once siding with the Russian president over his own intelligence agencies on the issue of Russia's interference in the 2016 election. And he has criticized U.S. assistance to Ukraine, prompting hope within the Russian establishment that under a Trump presidency, Russia would be able to achieve a deal on its terms.
Leonid Slutsky, head of the Russian parliament's foreign affairs committee, said Trump's victory could lead to the collapse of Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky's government and an end to Western aid for Ukraine. "Judging by the pre-election rhetoric," he said, "the Republican team is not going to send more and more American taxpayer money into the furnace of the proxy war against Russia."
In one of the first congratulatory messages from a world leader, Zelensky reminded Trump of a "great meeting" that the two men had in the United States in September, when they discussed "ways to put an end to Russian aggression against Ukraine."
Writing on X, Zelensky said he appreciated "President Trump's commitment to the 'peace through strength' approach in global affairs," which he called "exactly the principle that can practically bring just peace in Ukraine closer."
Zelensky's take masked an often fraught relationship between the two leaders, dating to 2019, when a phone call between Zelensky and Trump led to Trump's first impeachment.
In the run-up to Election Day, despite Ukrainian officials' stated intention to remain neutral, Zelensky also managed to alienate Trump's running mate, JD Vance, calling him "too radical" over his call for Ukraine to concede territory to Russia.
Some Ukrainian officials have expressed hope that a change in Washington could work to Kyiv's advantage, criticizing the slow pace with which the Biden administration has released weapons and the restrictions it has put on long-range strikes within Russian territory.
"Trump's arrival means that certain new opportunities are opening up for us," said Oleksandr Merezhko, chairman of the Ukrainian parliament's foreign affairs committee, was quoted in Ukrainian media on Wednesday as saying.

Trump appears on a congratulatory digital billboard in Jerusalem on Wednesday. (Ronen Zvulun/Reuters)


Among the first to hail Trump's comeback was Israeli President Benjamin Netanyahu, who in a morning post on X said the win was "a new beginning for America and a powerful recommitment to the great alliance between Israel and America."
Netanyahu has clashed with President Joe Biden over his handling of the war in Gaza and has accused his administration of attempting to tie Israel's hands and preventing the "total victory" that the Israeli leader has vowed to achieve for more than a year. He hopes that with Trump's unconditional support, he will be able to more freely prosecute Israel's wars with Iran's regional proxies, as well as deliver on a long-promised normalization deal with Saudi Arabia.
But the impact of a new Trump presidency is also unclear, with the president-elect vowing to "finish" wars, not start them, and to align more closely with Saudi Arabia, which wants a swift resolution to the numerous conflicts in the region.
Israel Ganz, head of the Yesha Council, which represents Jewish settlers across the occupied West Bank, hailed Trump's victory, saying it took a two-state solution "off the table."
The Palestinian faction Hamas, which Israel is fighting in the Gaza Strip, said in a statement that it would reserve judgment on the U.S. administration until it saw the president-elect's "practical behavior toward our Palestinian people, their legitimate rights and their just cause."
NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte said he looked forward to working with Trump in a congratulatory statement that made no mention of Ukraine. Rutte cited challenges including "a more aggressive Russia," competition with China, and the roles of North Korea and Iran -- and he said Trump demonstrated "strong U.S. leadership" at NATO during his first term.
Many European policymakers, however, have fretted for months about the prospect of a second Trump presidency upending U.S. support for Ukraine and American security guarantees in Europe. European leaders on Wednesday highlighted transatlantic relations as they pledged to work with Trump, who has boasted that he would encourage Russia to attack NATO allies that don't pull their weight.
Anxious about a possible U.S. policy shift on Ukraine, European officials had raced to push through aid packages before the November election. A new NATO command began taking over some key U.S. responsibilities in coordinating military aid to Kyiv, but European officials acknowledge that diminished U.S. support for Kyiv could deal a big blow.
The Trump victory triggered a new chorus of calls from European officials to spend more on defense and strengthen the European role in the Western military alliance.
French President Emmanuel Macron and Trump had a 25-minute call on Wednesday, according to information shared by the French Embassy in Washington, that touched on Russia's war in Ukraine and the conflict in the Middle East. It was "a very warm conversation, building on their strong existing relationship," the embassy said.
U.K. Prime Minister Keir Starmer also spoke with Trump Wednesday. The two discussed the situation in the Middle East and "the importance of regional stability," as well as Trump's "close connections and affinity to the United Kingdom," according to a Downing Street readout of the call.
In Australia, which is not a member of NATO but is recognized as a "partner" of the alliance, Prime Minister Anthony Albanese congratulated Trump on his victory, calling the United States and Australia "great friends and true allies." The message was undercut by the reemergence of a 2017 video showing Albanese, the leader of the center-left Labor Party, saying Trump "scares the s--- out of me."
It was no secret that many Europeans are wary of a Trump return. At European Union headquarters, a task force gathered in recent months to prepare for his return, strategizing on Ukraine aid and on responses to a possible trade war if Trump imposes promised tariffs.
Bronwen Maddox, director of Chatham House, a London-based think tank, said that Trump's victory was "a bit of a shock" and that in Europe there would be some "pretty rapid recalculation," with leaders assessing what a Trump presidency will mean for the wars in Ukraine and the Middle East, as well as potential tariffs and corporate taxes.
Europe is not a uniform bloc, but many countries would have opted for Harris over Trump if they had to pick, according to Gallup International. But, Maddox said, Trump's concerns on migration "does resonate in Europe, and many politicians will look at that and think, we also need to pay that a lot of attention."
A longtime admirer of Trump, Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban, was effusive, calling Trump's win "a much needed victory for the World!" The Moscow-friendly leader, who made a habit of holding up E.U. aid for Ukraine, increasingly sought to position himself as a Trump whisperer in Europe ahead of the election.
Some analysts and diplomats had warned that a Trump win could embolden far-right currents and populist figures in Europe that have gained sway since his last presidency. Alice Weidel, co-leader of the far-right Alternative for Germany (AfD) party, tweeted her congratulations: "It was not woke Hollywood that decided this election, but the working American people."

Students at the Gurukul School of Art paint portraits of Trump in Mumbai on Wednesday. (Rafiq Maqbool/AP)


Many media outlets and supporters of Prime Minister Narendra Modi's government cheered as Trump claimed victory. On Wednesday, the Indian leader posted a photo of himself clasping hands with Trump at a Houston rally four years ago and offered his "friend" his "heartiest congratulations" on returning to power.
Leaders in Modi's Bharatiya Janata Party have for years spoken of their preference for Trump, even as the Biden administration prioritized cultivating ties with India and supporting India as a counterweight to China.
Now, whatever frictions that existed in the bilateral relationship -- including Biden officials' anger over an alleged Indian intelligence operation to assassinate a Sikh American separatist in New York, their concerns about Modi's human rights record and their uneasiness about his friendliness with Putin -- could all become moot.
Ferdinand Marcos Jr., president of the Philippines, a U.S. treaty ally, congratulated Trump and said he had faith that this "unshakeable alliance, tested in war and peace, will be a force for good, blazing a path of prosperity and amity in the region and on both sides of the Pacific."
The Philippines, which has faced rising aggression from China in the South China Sea, has deepened security ties with the United States under the Biden administration. In private, some Philippine officials have worried that under Trump, there could be a retreat from its defense commitments, said a top Philippine defense official, speaking on the condition of anonymity because he had not been authorized to discuss the issue. "We realize there are no guarantees," the official said.
The Philippines is key to the U.S. goal of containing Chinese expansionism in the Indo-Pacific, said the official, adding, "We're counting on his advisers to make him see things as they are."
The Philippines and other countries in Southeast Asia have spent the past four years attempting to "Trump-proof" ties with the United States, such as by signing binding security agreements and expanding economic cooperation. But these countries also recognize that "it's impossible to truly Trump-proof anything," said Huong Le Thu, deputy program director of the Asia program at the Crisis Group.
In major exporting countries such as Malaysia and Vietnam, which maintain a trade surplus with the United States, some leaders said they were bracing for higher tariffs.
China's Foreign Ministry issued a brief statement Wednesday saying the Chinese side respected the choice of the American people: "We congratulate Mr. Trump on his election as president."
China's government has taken pains to remain outwardly neutral throughout the campaign period, but just days before the election it was revealed that Chinese state-linked hackers had attempted to hack phones used by both Trump and JD Vance, as well as people in the Harris campaign.
Trump imposed tariffs on over $300 billion in Chinese goods during his last term, setting off a spiraling trade war between the two countries. Trump will now oversee a critical period in Sino-U.S. relations, as President Xi Jinping has said he wants the Chinese army to be militarily ready to invade Taiwan in 2027.
Taiwanese President Lai Ching-te also issued congratulations to president-elect Trump on Wednesday morning in a posting on X. "I'm confident that the longstanding #Taiwan-#US partnership, built on shared values & interests, will continue to serve as a cornerstone for regional stability & lead to greater prosperity for us all," he said.
Trump's position on Taiwan has been ambiguous throughout his campaign, but in an interview earlier this year he made comments that cast doubt on whether he would defend the self-governed island if China were to invade, and said Taiwan had stolen U.S. chip business.
On Weibo, China's version of Twitter, the election was trending, with Chinese media emphasizing political divisions. In the Global Times, a nationalist state tabloid, a headline declared, "U.S. Election Day voting begins amid fears of violence, unrest" over a photo of a boarded-up storefront near the White House.
In Canada and Mexico, officials sought to offer reassurance that their countries -- heavily dependent on trade with the United States -- wouldn't suffer from Trump's victory.
The Republican has pledged to impose "automatic" tariffs of 10 percent on all countries and threatened tariffs as high as 100 percent on Mexico if it doesn't stop drug trafficking and migration. He has pledged to carry out mass deportations of migrants, including many Mexicans. A review of the U.S.-Mexico-Canada agreement, which governs trade between the three countries, comes up for review in 2026, and officials fear the protectionist leader could use it to erect more trade barriers.
Canadian officials this year revived a massive lobbying effort that saw high-level officials fan out across the United States in a bid to stave off protectionist policies that could imperil Canadian interests.
"I know that a lot of Canadians are anxious," Chrystia Freeland, Canada's deputy prime minister, told reporters Wednesday in Ottawa, "and I want to say with utter sincerity and conviction to Canadians that Canada will be absolutely fine." Mexico's new president, Claudia Sheinbaum, sought to sound a similar note, saying in a morning news conference that "there is no need to worry."
Nonetheless, the peso dipped about 3 percent in early trading to its lowest level in two years, at 20.8 to the dollar, continuing a slide that started when Sheinbaum's leftist Morena party won a resounding victory in June.
Martha Barcena, a former Mexican ambassador to Washington, tweeted Wednesday that the country was in for a difficult period. She noted Trump's threat to shut the border on the first day of his presidency. "Let's remember that our level of trade is $3 million a minute, through 57 border crossings," she wrote on X.
William Booth, Catherine Belton and Karla Adam in London; Amanda Coletta in Toronto; David L. Stern and Serhiy Morgunov in Kyiv; Francesca Ebel in Moscow; Shira Rubin in Tel Aviv; Claire Parker in Cairo; Kathrina Northrop in Taipei, Taiwan; Ellen Francis in Brussels; Gerry Shih in New Delhi; Mary Beth Sheridan in Virginia; Samantha Schmidt in Bogota; Terrence McCoy in Rio de Janeiro; Cate Cadell in Washington; and Rebecca Tan in Singapore contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/11/06/us-elections-global-reaction-trump-win/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



U.S. vote was peaceful, but Trump's fraud claims hurt trust, international observers say
International monitors saw "a well-run process" in Tuesday's U.S. election, but warned of "intolerant language against women and immigrants by one candidate." 
By Kelsey Baker | 2024-11-07
As a long line of voters snaked through the polling station at D.C.'s Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library on Tuesday, two election observers from the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) stood by, watching.
Americans who vote are well aware of poll monitors: volunteers, friends and neighbors who turn up on Election Day to keep tabs on the machinery of democracy.
But they tend to be less aware of another type of observer: international election monitors. The experts from around the world, invited by the State Department under terms of international agreements, monitor elections in dozens of countries, including the United States, and raise whatever problems or concerns they find, in what has emerged as a mutual best practice among democracies.
Tuesday's presidential election -- which former president Donald Trump won, defeating Vice President Kamala Harris -- "demonstrated the resilience of the country's democratic institutions," followed "a well-run process" and proceeded in a generally "peaceful and orderly atmosphere," the OSCE's Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) said in findings released Wednesday afternoon. But the vote "was marked by disinformation and instances of violence, including harsh and intolerant language against women and immigrants by one candidate," the delegation warned, while "claims by Mr. Trump of widespread electoral fraud in the 2020 elections, dismissed by state and federal courts, have eroded public trust in democratic processes."

An election worker offers a voter an "I voted" sticker at the polling station in the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library in Washington, D.C., on Tuesday. (Gamal Diab/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Trump made repeated, unfounded claims meant to undermine the election's legitimacy in the run-up to this year's vote, setting the groundwork for possible election challenges, The Washington Post reported.
The observers found that the vote was "well managed." In addition to particular concerns about this year's "highly polarized environment" and challenges to democratic norms on the part of Trump, they raised structural issues that they have pointed to previously: election spending that confers advantages to the well funded, disenfranchisement of convicts and fraught debates over voter identification, among others.
"We're not just here to observe Election Day," Tamas Meszerics, head of the election observation mission from the ODIHR, explained outside the library on Tuesday. He was part of a 64-person contingent that had fanned out across the Lower 48. They were in their element.
Most of the team, part of the 11th such mission to monitor a U.S. presidential vote, arrived more than a month ago to observe weeks of voter registration and early voting, and to brush up on the particularities of each state's election laws. Some attended political rallies to gain a sense of how voters are feeling before the election and met with state and federal election officials.

People vote at the Lowrey School in Dearborn, Michigan, on Tuesday. (Nic Antaya for The Washington Post) 


On Tuesday, their work was reaching its climax as Americans streamed into polling places to cast their votes. Meszerics declined to provide any snap assessment of what was unfolding in front of him. Observers are trained to stifle any expectations to avoid confirmation bias, he said.
"We're not here to look at who wins; we're here to look at how they win," said ODIHR spokeswoman Katya Andrusz.
Nearly 60 countries are part of the organization, which sends observers around the world. Member states are expected to allow the group to observe their own elections, too, which is why the United States routinely welcomes the monitors.
Some states, including Tennessee, forbid foreign observers, while others including California, Missouri, Nebraska and New Mexico have specific state laws welcoming them.

People cast their votes at an early voting site at D.C.'s Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library on Sunday. (Kent Nishimura/Getty Images)


The group's interim report outlining the U.S. voting landscape heading up to Election Day, released in late October, encapsulated the same concerns expressed by many voters across the country -- an environment that could combust into political violence. But many of those fears centered on what would happen if Trump lost, an eventuality that did not come to pass.
The post-election findings cited instances of violence, including assassination attempts against Trump, but none that undermined the credibility of the vote. Disruptions -- such as ballot drop boxes set on fire in Oregon and Washington state and a poll worker punched in the face in San Antonio -- were "isolated and episodic," rather than big coordinated attacks, David Becker, executive director of the nonprofit Center for Election Innovation & Research, told reporters.
The OSCE seemed most concerned about structural factors that it raised before, including large variations among states in how elections are conducted and lack of clarity around the electoral college. These concerns remain unaddressed, the observers found. Neither the State Department nor the Trump and Harris campaigns responded immediately to requests for comment on the findings.
"No democracy is perfect, and no election is perfect either," Andrusz said. "They can always be improved, and that's one of the reasons that we're here."
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Trump's win puts militarized, mass deportations on the agenda
The reelection of Donald Trump sets the stage for policy changes that could upend the lives of millions of immigrants and recast the U.S. economy and labor force.
By Nick Miroff, Maria Sacchetti | 2024-11-07

Fernanda Jimenez, a Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals recipient, left, attends an Oct. 11 rally in Milwaukee calling for immigration reform and support for DACA recipients. (Joel Angel Juarez for The Washington Post)


Donald Trump recaptured the White House after promising policies that included a militarized, mass deportation of undocumented immigrants -- a costly undertaking that would probably face immediate legal and logistic challenges.
His election victory sets the stage for a sharp turn in immigration and border policy that could upend millions of lives and recast the U.S. economy and labor force.
The record numbers of illegal border crossings during President Joe Biden's term appeared to be a drag on Vice President Kamala Harris, whose abbreviated presidential campaign was unable to overcome years of Republican criticism about the scale of migrant arrivals at the U.S.-Mexico border.
Trump said in his victory speech early Wednesday that voters had given him a "powerful mandate" for his agenda, including a border crackdown, with his party potentially in control of both houses of Congress. The dark, violent imagery he wielded on the campaign trail was largely absent from his remarks, and he appeared to appeal to business owners anxious about the labor implications of his deportation plans.
"We're going to have to seal up those borders," Trump said. "We want people to come back in ... but they have to come in legally."
Trump started his first presidency in 2017 pledging to deport millions of immigrants, but he fell far short of that goal as his administration faced resource constraints, legal challenges and a public outcry over more-extreme tactics, including the separation of migrant children from their parents.
Trump is expected to bring back many of the same officials who attempted to carry out those harsh policies during his first term.
Chad Wolf, who was acting homeland security secretary at the end of Trump's first term and who has been mentioned as a possible return candidate, said Trump will have more latitude to make sweeping changes to immigration policy because voters have repudiated the "chaos" at the border under Biden.
"The environment we're operating in is very different than it was in 2017 and 2018," Wolf said in an interview. "I think the American people as a whole are much more open to his policies because they've seen what's happened over last four years. The president has a mandate for border security."
Wolf said he expects Trump to streamline deportations from the interior of the United States, where about 11 million undocumented immigrants reside. He said the Trump administration could curb appeals and quickly rescind Biden policies that limit deportations mostly to serious criminals and recent border-crossers.
"You'll see a different mindset, and over time it'll be possible to remove large numbers of people," he said.
Longtime Trump adviser and speechwriter Stephen Miller is expected to drive immigration policy in the White House, as he did during Trump's first term. Miller did not respond Wednesday to a request for comment.
Tom Homan, who was acting director of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement from January 2017 to June 2018, is also a leading candidate for a high-level position. He told CBS News's "60 Minutes" last month that a mass deportation plan would prioritize the arrest of criminals and national security threats, as it has for decades.
Homan also said anyone in the United States illegally could be kicked out. He said he would restart workplace enforcement to find people working illegally in the United States and deport them. The Biden administration ended the raids, which Homan said made it easier for employers to hire unauthorized workers, including children.
Homan and Miller were key architects of the "zero tolerance" policy that separated thousands of children from their parents in the first Trump administration, galvanizing advocacy groups, which helped elect Biden and shaped his immigration agenda. Democratic-leaning jurisdictions embraced "sanctuary" policies limiting police cooperation with ICE. Their opposition could once more hamper the government's ability to sweep up potential deportees.
Trump has pledged to quickly recommence construction of the border wall. The Department of Homeland Security has about $1 billion in construction funds left from Trump's first term, and some supplies remain stockpiled along the border where they were left when Biden froze the project in January 2021.
Trump is expected to move quickly to rescind Biden administration programs that have relied on executive authority to dramatically expand opportunities for migrants to live and work temporarily in the United States. More than 500,000 migrants from Cuba, Haiti, Nicaragua and Venezuela have been allowed to enter the country lawfully under Biden, and many will be at risk of losing their legal status if Trump revokes their protections.
Lawyers and organizers said they have been preparing for months to restart the resistance that foiled Trump's first-term efforts to deport millions.
These advocates are drafting lawsuits to block his policies, preparing to defend immigrants against deportation proceedings, and scheduling mass education campaigns to inform people about their rights if they are detained.
After the election results rolled in, some groups urged Biden to capitalize on his final months in office to extend work permits and temporary protections to the millions of undocumented immigrants in the country, to give them some support during Trump's first months in office.
Advocates acknowledged that Republican opposition to the border surge and the Texas governor's busing of thousands of immigrants to Democrat-led cities have eroded support for immigrant protections. Unlike past migrant influxes, the arrivals under Biden often lacked relatives in the United States and at first relied on cities and towns to provide shelter and food at a cost of billions of dollars.
Gustavo Torres, president of Casa in Action, an immigrant rights group, said the economy was a "clear factor" in Trump's victory. But Torres said that immigrants remain a vital part of the economy and that cities and towns would continue to protect them.
"We're going to keep organizing," he said as he rushed to an emergency meeting Wednesday in Maryland with immigrants from Latin America and Africa, who are fearful of being deported.
"People are very frightened," he said. "They don't know what is going to happen. ... We have to prepare for the worst."
Tom Warrick, a former Department of Homeland Security official who has served under Republican and Democratic administrations, said Homan, Miller and others in Trump's orbit are intimately familiar with the limitations of U.S. deportation capacity -- including detention space, aircraft and diplomatic strains with countries such as Venezuela and Nicaragua that limit or refuse to accept removal flights.
"The sheer size of what they're planning will be limited by resources," Warrick said. "The question is what is Trump pushing for, and how fast is he pushing the system, and what is he going to do about people with judicial orders that say their asylum claims must be heard."
"If they plan on limiting the number of arrests to keep the system at capacity -- but not over capacity -- they will be able to keep popular support a lot longer than if people see pictures that look like Japanese internment camps from the 1940s," Warrick said.
Illegal crossings along the southern border averaged 2 million during Biden's first three years in office, peaking in December 2023 with nearly 250,000 arrests, the highest one-month total on record. Crossings are down 78 percent since then, the result of tougher enforcement targeting migrants traveling through Mexico and emergency measures imposed this year that deny migrants access to the U.S. asylum system.
Critics say Biden's border policy pivot came too late to help Harris.
Trump demonized immigrants on the campaign trail, spreading false claims that nations were emptying their prisons and mental hospitals into the United States. These migrants, he said, were "poisoning the blood" of the United States, statements echoing Nazi rhetoric.
Trump's victory speech was less dour, leaving open a door for immigrants seeking to come legally. He has backed a plan that would create a Canada-style merit-based system for high-skilled immigrants. He said he would "end chain migration," a derisive term for the system that for decades has made it a priority to bring in the immediate relatives of U.S. citizens, including his in-laws from Slovenia.
Trump campaigned on the idea that the mass deportation of undocumented immigrants would lead to more jobs and higher wages for American workers. But studies of large-scale deportations have found that these expulsions serve only to lower employment levels and wages for U.S.-born workers.
"Eight million undocumented people are currently earning hundreds of billions and spending hundreds of billions on food, clothing, shelter," said Robert Lynch, a professor emeritus of Economics at Washington College.
"If you remove those people from the economy, American businesses will sell less," Lynch said. "When they sell less, they going to produce less and will need fewer workers and lay off workers. Incomes will fall."
Many economists also say that mass deportations on the scale proposed by Trump would trigger inflation in the short term -- by forcing employers dealing with labor shortfalls to raise prices. A major deportation program would also shrink the economy by 2.6 percent to 6.2 percent a year, according to a recent review of projections published by the University of New Hampshire.
Trump has repeatedly pledged to invoke the Alien Enemies Act of 1798, a wartime authority that allows the president to quickly deport foreign nationals without a hearing, according to an analysis by the Brennan Center for Justice, a think tank.
He has said he would prioritize the arrests of criminals such as members of the Venezuelan street gang Tren de Aragua and the U.S.-Salvadoran MS-13 gang.
Trump, speaking at a rally Monday, also promised to ban sanctuary cities in the United States, an effort that failed during his first term, and he called for the death penalty for any migrant who kills an American citizen or law enforcement officer.
Trump has not ruled out restoring detention for migrant families, which Biden ended, and he has not given a clear answer on whether he would again try to separate migrant parents and children.
"As bad as the first Trump administration was for immigrants, we anticipate it will be much worse this time and are particularly concerned about the use of the military to round up immigrants," said Lee Gelernt, a lawyer with the American Civil Liberties Union who challenged family-separation and other Trump policies in court. "As always, we will go to court to challenge illegal policies, but it is equally essential that the public push back, as it did with family separation."
"We have no choice other than to fight," Gelernt said.
Lauren Kaori Gurley contributed to this report.
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German governing coalition collapses, adding upheaval in uncertain moment
Chancellor Olaf Scholz fired his finance minister and announced a confidence vote that is widely expected to fail and pave the way to early elections in the spring.
By Kate Brady | 2024-11-07

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, left, fired Finance Minister Christian Lindner on Wednesday. (Christof Stache/AFP/Getty Images)


BERLIN -- Germany's governing coalition collapsed Wednesday, as Chancellor Olaf Scholz fired his finance minister and announced a confidence vote that is widely expected to fail and to pave the way to early elections in the spring.
The news from Europe's largest economy added a huge jolt of uncertainty on a day when much of the world's attention was focused on the outcome of the U.S. election.
"I would have liked to have spared you this difficult decision," Scholz said at the chancellery Wednesday night. "Especially in times like these, when uncertainty is growing."

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz fired Finance Minister Christian Lindner on Nov. 6, threatening cohesion of Scholz's "traffic light" coalition government.


Federal elections have been held early on only three occasions in Germany's postwar history. And this rare event is coming as Europe prepares for a second presidency of Donald Trump, who has threatened tariffs that could severely wound the export-dependent German economy and who has raised doubts about continued U.S. support for Ukraine and European security.
Scholz's center-left government was the first to be formed after the retirement of Chancellor Angela Merkel, who anchored European politics for 16 years. Scholz's "traffic light" coalition -- named after the colors of his Social Democrats (SPD), the Greens and the neoliberal Free Democrats (FDP) -- has been in power since 2021.
But it was precarious from the start. After a short-lived honeymoon on sparse common ground, ideological divisions emerged. The parties have been engaged in months of infighting -- while the German economy stagnated, the coalition parties sank in public opinion polls, and the far-right Alternative for Germany (AfD) party drew historic gains in state elections.
It was a budget fight that ultimately brought everything down.
To fill big gaps in next year's budget, Scholz's SPD and the Greens have favored state- and debt-financed policies. The FDP, though, is an ardent proponent of the "debt brake." Enshrined in the constitution, designed to force balanced budgets, the debt brake can be suspended only in exceptional circumstances -- most recently in response to the coronavirus pandemic and Russia's 2022 invasion of Ukraine.
Scholz said Wednesday that FDP leader and Finance Minister Christian Lindner had been dismissed after rejecting economic proposals.
"The finance minister shows no willingness to implement the offer for the good of our country. I do not want to subject our country to such behavior any more," Scholz said, visibly irritated.
"There is no basis of trust for further cooperation," he continued. "Serious government work is not possible like this."
Scholz alleged that "Lindner only cares about the survival of his own party."
Speaking soon after, Lindner shifted blame to the chancellor.
"Olaf Scholz has played down the economic concerns of the citizens," he said. "His counterproposals are dull, unambitious and do nothing to combat the weak growth."
Lindner said he could not agree to Scholz's demand to suspend the debt brake and had proposed fresh elections, which Scholz "brusquely rejected."
Scholz said publicly Wednesday that he would submit to a vote of confidence in Germany's lower house of parliament on Jan 15.
"Members of the Bundestag can then decide whether to clear the way for early elections," he said.
But with his personal approval ratings at rock bottom, Scholz's chances of gaining sufficient parliamentary support for continued leadership are slim.
If the confidence vote fails, Scholz would then be in position to formally ask President Frank-Walter Steinmeier to dissolve the Bundestag within 21 days, after which elections must be held within 60 days.
Elections in March or early April would be half a year earlier than planned.
The German government now enters a period of near paralysis. Scholz's Social Democrats will continue as a minority government with the Greens, which will require finding parliamentary majorities on a case-by-case to pass any bills. Scholz said that parliamentary action on all but the most urgent bills would be postponed.
Ahead of the breakup, Economy Minister Robert Habeck of the Greens said it would be the worst time to let the coalition collapse, in view of the U.S. election and the war in Ukraine.
But patience among voters has also worn thin. A poll last week by Infratest dimap on behalf of German broadcaster ARD found that 54 percent of people surveyed would like to see early elections. The same survey also found that 85 percent of respondents were "little" or "not at all satisfied" with the government.
In national polls, Scholz's Social Democrats are in third place around 15 percent, behind the conservative Christian Democratic Union (CDU) and far-right AfD, with the Greens in fourth position around 11 percent. If elections were held today, Lindner's FDP might not even make it over the 5 percent threshold required to hold seats in parliament.
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In Trump victory, Netanyahu sees himself as 'the great winner'
Across Israel, a country battered by its longest-ever war and roiled by internal crises, many breathed a sigh of relief after Trump's sweeping triumph. 
By Shira Rubin, Miriam Berger, Claire Parker | 2024-11-06

Cars drive past a large billboard congratulating Donald Trump on his election in Tel Aviv on Nov. 6. (Jack Guez/AFP/Getty Images)


TEL AVIV -- Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu rejoiced over Donald Trump's election victory, as he banked on resetting relations with Washington and following through on his maximalist aims in the country's multifront war.
Netanyahu congratulated Trump on "history's greatest comeback" in a post on X Wednesday morning as the results became clear, but before many had made a final call, hailing his return to the White House as "a new beginning for America and a powerful recommitment to the great alliance" between the U.S. and Israel. Later Wednesday, the two men spoke by phone, agreeing "to work together for Israel's security" and discussing "the Iranian threat," according to a statement from the prime minister's office.
"It's time for total victory," crowed Itamar Ben Gvir, Netanyahu's far-right national security minister, in an address to the Knesset on Wednesday, adding that he was confident Trump would see "eye to eye" with Israel on "all sorts of laws" that he has been trying to push through, including the death penalty for Palestinians convicted of terrorism. Israel Ganz, head of a council representing Israeli settlers across the occupied West Bank, celebrated the moment as a historic "opportunity for the settlement movement," which has already made significant gains since Netanyahu returned to power in 2022.

U.S. President-elect Donald Trump speaks at an event commemorating the first anniversary of the Oct. 7, 2023, Hamas attacks on Israel at his golf resort in Doral, Florida, on Oct. 7. (Marco Bello/Reuters)


Across Israel, a country battered by its longest-ever war and roiled by internal crises, many breathed a sigh of relief at the news of Trump's sweeping triumph. As rockets rained down again on northern Israel and Tel Aviv, forcing thousands to retreat to shelters, there was optimism among hawks that Trump would allow Israel to confront Iran more directly. More moderate voices hoped he might finally push Netanyahu to wind down the country's wars and bring home its hostages, languishing in dire conditions in Gaza.
The conflicting, even contradictory, dreams of a divided nation spoke both to the unpredictability of Trump -- who has simultaneously urged Netanyahu to "do what you have to do" on the battlefield while promising his supporters he will end foreign wars -- and to the hazy strategic vision of Israel's longest-serving prime minister, who has vowed total victory without defining the term.
Netanyahu thinks "he is now the great winner ... on all fronts," said Gayil Talshir, a political scientist from Hebrew University, who is in close contact with members of the Israeli defense establishment.
Yoel Guzansky, a former official on Israel's National Security Council, said millions of Israelis believe simultaneously that their national survival is at stake -- as its military confronts Hamas in Gaza, Hezbollah in Lebanon, and Iran and its proxies across the region -- and that Netanyahu may be incapable of translating military gains into long-term security.
And though many Israelis appreciate the near unconditional military and political support President Joe Biden has offered since the Oct. 7 attacks, many believe their country will be better off under Trump.
"There's a feeling in the Middle East that Biden's softness toward Iran, his attempts the first two years to get a [nuclear] deal, is part of the reason that they felt emboldened, and, indirectly, their proxies also felt confidence," Guzansky said.
But while Trump could allow Israel to go after Tehran more aggressively, analysts said, he could also insist that Netanyahu "end the fighting in Gaza and Lebanon by the time he is sworn in on January 20," Nadav Tamir, a former Israeli diplomat and now executive director of the J Street lobbying group in Washington, wrote in the Israeli newspaper Haaretz on Wednesday. Such a push could deepen Israel's strategic quagmire, Tamir wrote, because "unlike a democratic government, he is not working to create a diplomatic alternative to replace Hezbollah and Hamas."

Trump walks with Saudi King Salman bin Abdul Aziz to deliver remarks to the Arab Islamic American Summit in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, on May 21, 2017. (Jonathan Ernst/Reuters)


Trump's vision for the Middle East remains an open question. On the campaign trail he backed Israel's right to self-defense while courting Arab and Muslim voters disenchanted with the Biden administration's Gaza policy. He has a strong working relationship with the Saudi royal family, which Israel has long hoped will agree to a normalization pact, but Riyadh is now demanding a declared path to Palestinian statehood as part of the price. In his victory speech overnight Tuesday, as Israeli forces besieged one of northern Gaza's last remaining hospitals and launched airstrikes across eastern Lebanon, Trump vowed he was "going to stop wars."
And while Netanyahu has openly defied Biden on numerous occasions over the last year, leading to a collapse of the leaders' longtime personal relationship, Guzansky said he may have a more difficult time pushing back on the demands of the president-elect. "Trump will have much more influence on, and may even be able to bend Netanyahu, since it will be hard for Netanyahu to go against Trump," he said.
Among the fractured Palestinian leadership, there is deep concern that their cause will be sidelined again. During Trump's first term, he moved the U.S. Embassy to Jerusalem, reversed the American position on the legality of Israeli settlements and released a peace proposal that centered Israeli priorities and made no clear commitment to the creation of a Palestinian state.
Mahmoud Abbas, president of the Palestinian Authority, said in a statement Wednesday that he aspired to "work with President Trump for peace and security in the region" and emphasized "the commitment of our people to the pursuit of freedom, self-determination and statehood, in accordance with international law."
Hamas, the Islamist militant organization that stills holds sway in most parts of war-ravaged Gaza, said in a statement it would reserve judgment on the U.S. administration until it saw the president's "practical behavior towards our Palestinian people, their legitimate rights and their just cause."
The U.S. had supported Israel as a "full partner in killing tens of thousands of our people, including children, women and the elderly," Hamas said.
Raja Khalidi, the director general of the Palestine Economic Policy Research Institute based in Ramallah, said the outcome of Tuesday's election offered no hope for Palestinians. "We cannot see any reason for a change for the better under Trump," he said, predicting the coming months would bring "more death and destruction in Gaza, restrictions in the West Bank, increasing poverty," and rising unemployment.
Mouin Rabbani, a nonresident fellow at Qatar's Center for Conflict and Humanitarian Studies, called Trump "a wild card," saying he might back controversial, but increasingly popular, far-right Israeli policies like annexation of Palestinian territory, but could also lose interest in the region.
"The difference between a Trump and Harris administration is that Harris has kind of a principled commitment to Israel, and everything is subordinate to that," he said. "Whereas for Trump he couldn't care less about Israel and the Palestinians or anything or anyone else, provided it serves his interests."
For Netanyahu, who critics have long contended is driven by similar sense of self-interest, Trump's victory is a personal triumph as well, according to Talshir, the political scientist.
"The orbit of populist leaders that Netanyahu and Trump belong to and lead together," she said, and are "trying to take liberal democracies to their authoritarian ends."
Berger reported from Jaffa, Israel, and Parker reported from Cairo. Alon Rom contributed to this report.
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Right-wing populists cheer the return of Trump, one of their own
Populist leaders around the world said Donald Trump's election victory was an endorsement of their stance on immigration, on climate and in the culture wars.
By Anthony Faiola, Kate Brady | 2024-11-06

President Donald Trump hosts Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban in the Oval Office on May 13, 2019. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


ROME -- Some heads of state are shuddering at the thought of a new Donald Trump presidency. But at least one segment of the global political class is publicly rejoicing: right-wing populists who are hailing the return of the U.S. leader who could validate and amplify their agendas.
In Argentina and Brazil, the Netherlands and Hungary, Germany and Turkey, nationalists showered praise on Trump, congratulating a man they view as a powerful ally in the culture wars, who mirrors their views on illegal immigration, who would push back with them against climate action -- and who has proved to be tolerant of democratic backsliding. In time, Trump's policies, particularly his vows to slap steep tariffs on imports, may sting. But for now, they are celebrating.
"It was not woke Hollywood that decided this election, but the working American people," Alice Weidel, co-leader of the far-right Alternative for Germany (AfD) party, wrote on X.
The U.S. vote, she said, was "an election against mass migration. It was an election against economic decline, against climate ideology, against gender. Donald Trump has said, by the way, no men in women's sports and things like that. It was above all an election of young people who finally want to have a perspective again. And it was an election against all this war propaganda."
In his first term in office, Trump offered comfort to authoritarians, regularly speaking in admiring terms of Russian President Vladimir Putin, North Korea's Kim Jong Un and Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte, while downplaying their rights abuses and other efforts to crush dissent. He offered a new way to dismiss accountability by popularizing the term "fake news." He endorsed constructing walls to control migration, withdrew from international climate agreements and fueled the "war on woke."
Observers see his coming term as more of the same, but on steroids, and one that could deliver a fresh jolt of momentum to populists and nationalists abroad.
"I think that this will embolden them; they will now have a sense that they are in the march of history," said Catherine Fieschi, a political analyst and fellow at the Robert Schuman Center of the European University Institute in Florence and the author of a book on populism.

President Donald Trump meets with Russian President Vladimir Putin in Helsinki on July 16, 2018. (Brendan Smialowski/AFP/Getty Images)


Nationalist politicians in Europe said they see Trump as a partner in their push to end the flow of money to Ukraine and to roll back rules aimed at slashing greenhouse gas emissions and regulating social media.
"Donald Trump is now freeing us for the next few years from the Ukraine war, from the Green Deal, from the Digital Services Act," said Maximilian Krah, an AfD politician and member of the European Parliament. "And he is giving us political breathing room, because you can see that in the U.S. people are already further along and are voting for Donald Trump."
In Italy, the Trump victory was being spun as a win for socially conservative thought.
It "represents a severe defeat for the radical agenda on abortion and gender promoted by the Biden presidency and sponsored by VIPs and mainstream media aligned with Kamala Harris in the election campaign," the conservative social values advocacy group ProVita and Famiglia said in a statement.
The Biden administration had criticized a new law, backed by the government of Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, that criminalizes international surrogacy in a move that critics say especially targets same-sex couples seeking to have children.
"The U.S. was exercising its moral suasion to discourage the embracing of policies that would lead to taking steps back" in civil rights, said Gabriele Piazzoni, secretary general of Arcigay, Italy's largest gay rights group. "Now this bulwark will entirely come undone."
In the Netherlands, the party of far-right firebrand Geert Wilders -- a brother of Trump's in ideology and hairstyle -- is now part of the governing coalition. Celebrating Trump's victory, Wilders declared on X: "Patriots are winning elections all over the world. The liberal-leftish woke driven nihilists are full of disbelief and hate and unfit to give the people what they truly want: freedom and their own nation first, their own people first and most of all no more illegal immigration."

Dutch far-right leader Geert Wilders speaks during a national protest in 2019. (Laurens Van Putten/AFP/Getty Images)


Analysts say Wilders is likely to leverage Trump's victory while trying to push a new anti-migrant program through the Dutch parliament. The move would tighten rules for family reunifications, shorten the term of temporary visas and designate parts of Syria as safe for the return of rejected asylum seekers.
"Wilders will use this victory, saying, 'See, this is a universal trend and you have to deal with migration.' It will help him in the national discussion," said Ruud Koole, a Dutch political analyst and former senator.
Trump's strongest ally in the region is the illiberal Hungarian prime minister, Viktor Orban, a leader who has co-opted the courts while muzzling the free press, nongovernmental organizations and his political opponents. Under President Joe Biden, Orban came under pressure for eroding the rule of law -- a criticism likely to disappear under Trump, who has described the Hungarian as "fantastic."
Orban welcomed Trump's win as "a much needed victory for the World!" The Hungarian leader is hosting summits of European leaders this week in Budapest, where he is expected to boast about a resurgent right and leverage his bromance with Trump to elevate his place on the European stage.
But relations between nationalist populists can be like porcupines mating -- tricky at best.
China has used Orban as a back door into Europe, an issue that may drive a wedge between him and Trump, who has promised to take aim at Beijing. And another major European far-right figure, France's Marine Le Pen, was notably less effusive Wednesday than some of her counterparts.
Trump is so widely reviled by the French public that seeming to be too close to him may not be to Le Pen's benefit. A certain strain of anti-Americanism, and pro-Russian sentiment, also runs through her nationalist movement, as well as others in Europe.
In fact, her top lieutenant, Jordan Bardella, signaled Wednesday that the French should see the Trump victory as a national wake-up call for the "protection of our interests and our identities."
"As all the other powers are waging an economic and influence war against Europe, we must now take our destiny into our own hands. Nobody will do it for us," he wrote on X.
And a trade war, observers say, could quickly smash any ideological bridge between Trump and the European nationalists heralding his victory now.
It's possible, Fieschi said, that Trump may try to curry favor with certain leaders by offering trade exceptions in exchange for loyalty. But it could be a hard sell.
"He'd have to make someone like Meloni, who is the most powerful right-wing conservative in Europe, a very special deal to convince her it's okay to trash her playground, Europe, with tariffs," she said.
In Latin America, Trump allies old and new celebrated his win. Argentina's unconventional president, Javier Milei, who may be looking to Trump to smooth his chronically indebted nation's relations with the International Monetary Fund, posted an edited photo of the two men embracing before a background of U.S. and Argentine flags.
Few were more devoted to Trump on the international stage than former Brazilian president Jair Bolsonaro, who lost reelection in 2022. His backers have said a Trump victory could give momentum to Bolsonaro's attempt to override a court order that banned him from running in 2026 over his baseless attacks on Brazil's electronic voting system.
"May Trump's victory inspire Brazil to follow the same path. May our compatriots see in this example the inspiration needed to never bow down, to rise with honor, following the footsteps of those who refused to be conquered by adversity," Bolsonaro wrote on X.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan with President Donald Trump at a White House news conference in 2019. (Oliver Contreras for The Washington Post) 


During Trump's first term in office, he and Turkey's autocratic president, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, enjoyed a warm relationship that appeared impervious to tensions between their two governments, including over the conflict in Syria, Turkey's purchase of a Russian missile defense system and its imprisonment of U.S. citizen Andrew Brunson, a Christian evangelical preacher who was eventually released.
Erdogan has been a vociferous critic of Israel's military offensives in Gaza and Lebanon and has voiced continued support for the Palestinian militant group Hamas, presenting a possible obstacle in his relationship with Trump now. Turkey, a NATO member, has also sought a middle path between Russia and Ukraine during their conflict, with Erdogan keeping close ties to Putin even as his government has supported Ukraine, including by supplying Turkish-made drones.
On Wednesday, Erdogan congratulated his "friend Donald Trump."
"In this new period," Erdogan wrote, "I hope that Turkey-US relations will strengthen, that regional and global crisis and wars, especially the Palestinian issue and the Russia-Ukraine war, will come to an end."
Brady reported from Berlin. Ellen Francis in Brussels, Terrence McCoy in Rio de Janeiro, Kareem Fahim in Beirut and Stefano Pitrelli in Rome contributed to this report.
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Israel Katz, new Israeli defense minister, is longtime Netanyahu ally
Analysts describe Katz as a yes-man who will give Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu more freedom on the battlefield and help ensure his own political survival.
By Loveday Morris | 2024-11-06

Israel Katz, then Israel's foreign minister, seen in Jerusalem on Aug. 16. (Florion Goga/Reuters)


Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu hailed his new defense minister as a "man of action" with a combination of "rich experience" and "executive capabilities." But analysts describe Israel Katz as primarily a yes-man who will provide Netanyahu more freedom in pursuing wars on multiple fronts -- and the path to the prime minister's own political survival.
Katz, 69, had been serving as Israel's foreign minister until Netanyahu dismissed Defense Minister Yoav Gallant in a sudden move Tuesday night. The ousting came as the Biden administration, which had used Gallant as a crucial interlocutor, was distracted with the U.S. election.
While Gallant had served as a general, Katz has no experience in the portfolio -- despite coming to the job as Israel fights simultaneous ground wars in Lebanon and Gaza and is also locked in rounds of tit-for-tat bombings with Iran. The Defense Ministry declined to comment on Katz's qualifications.
"The prime minister gave a very eloquent statement about the wonderful experience he brings and his qualifications, but he has no qualifications," Dahlia Scheindlin, a Tel Aviv-based political analyst, said of Katz. "He's a loyalist."
The appointment clears the way for Netanyahu to cut a deal with ultra-Orthodox parties that want to continue to be exempted from mandatory military service, a move that Gallant had fiercely opposed, potentially resolving an issue that had threatened to collapse the government.
Katz has staunchly stood by Netanyahu in the past and is known to be among the most unquestioning cadre in his party. He was among the ministers who showed up to court in Jerusalem with Netanyahu in 2020 as he began his yet-to-be-concluded corruption trial. Analysts say those potential convictions -- alongside the threat of an inquiry over the security failings that led to the Oct. 7, 2023, Hamas attacks -- make Netanyahu all the more desperate to stay in office, where he can use the levers of power to attempt to avoid jail.
Katz's appointment was taken some by Israeli commentators as further evidence that Netanyahu is willing to put his personal interests above those of Israel's security.
"Though Katz is a longtime member of the security cabinet, he lacks any experience in the relative fields," defense analyst Amos Harel wrote in Haaretz. "He is a featherweight appointee whose sole purpose is to serve Netanyahu like an obedient puppet."
Netanyahu wants to turn the security establishment into "a group of dismissive garden gnomes," columnist Ben Caspit wrote in Israel's Maariv newspaper. "The only reason for the defense minister's dismissal was to carry out an underhand political deal that would legitimize Haredi draft-dodging," he wrote, using another term for the ultra-Orthodox.
Netanyahu has already stacked his cabinet with appointees who will help ensure his political survival to advance their own agendas, including ministers from Haredi parties who are demanding their community is exempted from the draft.
He has also cemented alliances in recent years with far-right ultranationalist settlers Itamar Ben Gvir and Bezalel Smotrich, who now respectively serve as national security and finance ministers, making him increasingly beholden to their whims.
"It's another indication of the kind of leadership Netanyahu wants: either extreme fundamentalists or yes-men," Scheindlin said of Katz's appointment. "The whole thrust of the populist erosion of the state is replacing professionals with loyalists. This is, par excellence, an example of that."
Ministers who come to their roles with the professional skills or experience necessary are going to inevitably clash with a prime minister who is focused on his own survival, she added. She described Katz as an "absolute yes-man" and a "cartoonish figure."
As foreign minister, Katz used social media to spread memes mocking Israel's foes and those he sees as complicit in backing them.
His recent posts include an image of European Union foreign policy chief Josep Borrell melded with the body of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, Iran's supreme leader -- a large octopus in their lap to represent the tentacles of the Iranian regime. He accused Borrell of "antisemitism and hatred towards Israel" for supporting a Palestinian state.
Another showed the head of Khamenei floating in the yolk of a large cracked egg. "Iran is like an egg, hard on the outside and soft on the inside," Katz wrote on X.
Katz has also previously served as minister of agriculture, finance, transport, intelligence and energy, but his key positions have been awarded for loyalty, said Yohanan Plesner, president of the Israel Democracy Institute.
"He's not considered a natural candidate, especially at a time of war," said Plesner. "It's a very awkward and unacceptable decision, and it will be very difficult for the Israeli public to accept."
During his most recent tenure as foreign minister, Katz was more of a "de facto" minister while Netanyahu turned to others such as Ron Dermer, his minister of strategic affairs, to actually do the job of enacting foreign policy, Plesner said.
"In this move, Netanyahu secures for himself far greater influence on the way the defense ministry is managed," he said.
Gallant and Netanyahu had also been deeply divided over the way the war in Gaza had been waged, with Gallant pushing for a hostage exchange and openly criticizing Netanyahu for his lack of a "day-after" plan -- something he warned could drag Israel into a new occupation of Gaza.
The dismissal of Gallant removes a "huge thorn" for Netanyahu, said Mairav Zonszein, an analyst with the International Crisis Group. "He represents the tension between the military echelon and the political echelon," she said.
Katz is known as a hard-liner and was energy minister during the Oct. 7 attacks, immediately cutting off water and electricity supplies to the Strip in the aftermath. When Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-New York) accused Israel of collective punishment and starvation tactics, Katz doubled down.
"The line has been crossed," he wrote on X. "We will fight the terrorist organization Hamas and destroy it. All the civilian population in Gaza is ordered to leave immediately. We will win. They will not receive a drop of water or a single battery until they leave the world."
But Plesner said that Katz's policy approach was likely to be of little consequence, with the prime minister instead wielding more power.
"Israel Katz being nominated basically means that Netanyahu will prosecute whatever war he prefers," he said.
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Ukraine says forces clash with North Korean troops for first time
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky implored his Western allies to take action over Russia's use of North Korean troops in the war.
By David   Stern, Serhiy Morgunov | 2024-11-06

The North Korean Embassy in Moscow. (Yuri Kochetkov/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


KYIV -- Ukrainian troops have clashed with North Korean forces for the first time, according to senior Ukrainian officials -- a development that would open a "new page of instability in the world," President Volodymyr Zelensky said.
On Tuesday, Ukrainian Defense Minister Rustem Umerov, speaking to South Korean television network KBS, said that there were "already contacts" between the two sides, and that Ukrainian officials expected a "more significant number" in the next weeks, which they would "review and analyze."
Russian forces had provided the North Korean troops with "training of a one-month period," which is now being shortened, sometimes to one week, "so that they can get engagement on the battlefield," Umerov said.
A Ukrainian official, speaking on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the issue, confirmed Wednesday there had been "small-scale clashes" between Ukrainian and North Korean soldiers, but he did not provide further details.
Biden administration officials said on Thursday that Russia had deployed some 8,000 North Korean troops in the Kursk region, a Russian border area where Ukrainian forces seized territory in a surprise attack over the summer.
"We've not yet seen these troops deploy into combat against Ukrainian forces, but we would expect that to happen in the coming days," Secretary of State Antony Blinken said at a news conference in Washington.
Last week, NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte said the North Korean soldiers' deployment would be a "dangerous expansion" of the war in Ukraine.
On Tuesday, speaking in his regular evening video address, Zelensky said Ukraine and its allies "must do everything to make this Russian step to expand the war ... a failure, both for them and for North Korea."
"Terror, unfortunately, can spread like a virus when it does not meet sufficient counteraction," Zelensky said. "Now, our counteraction must be sufficient."
On Wednesday, Russia's upper house of parliament ratified the mutual defense pact between Moscow and Pyongyang, which, among other conditions, obligates the two countries to provide "all means" of military support if either is attacked. Russia's lower house of parliament, the State Duma, approved the treaty last month, and Putin cited it  when asked about the deployment of North Korean troops in Russia.
Last month, U.S. officials said that North Korean troops would be "legitimate military targets" if they were deployed against Ukraine.
South Korea is weighing diplomatic, economic and military options, including possibly sending defensive and offensive weapons to Ukraine, Seoul officials said.
South Korean law bans the export of arms except for a peaceful purpose. But officials are concerned about Russia potentially providing weapons technology to North Korea, in exchange for its support.
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Trump's tax ideas could affect homeowners, older adults and middle class
Social Security recipients, people who earn tips and many businesses could see lower IRS bills if all of Donald Trump's tax policy ideas come to fruition. 
By Julie Weil | 2024-11-07
Social Security recipients, people who earn tips and many businesses could see lower IRS bills if all of Donald Trump's tax policy ideas come to fruition. But they could punch a big hole in the federal budget.
Overall, Trump's total agenda has been forecast to increase the national debt by $7.75 trillion through 2035. Here's how his plans would affect specific groups of taxpayers, and -- according to estimates from the Yale Budget Lab, the Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget and the Tax Foundation -- what they would cost.
During his first term, Trump doubled the child tax credit from a maximum of $1,000 per child to $2,000 per child as part of his landmark 2017 tax law. That expanded credit is set to expire in 2025. While his running mate, Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio), has endorsed an even larger child tax credit, Trump's campaign has said that he would like to extend the $2,000 credit.
In remarks made on the campaign trail, Trump said no one should pay taxes on Social Security benefits. Now, about 40 percent of seniors do -- mostly because they have other income that boosts their earnings above $25,000 per year for an individual or $32,000 per year for a married couple. Trump's idea is costly: it would reduce revenue by about $1 trillion over 10 years, according to estimates. And since taxes on Social Security go back into the program's trust fund, his plan would hasten the depletion of the fund -- which is currently projected to run out of money in about a decade, triggering automatic across-the-board cuts in benefits.
Trump has promised to extend all of the 2017 tax cuts for individuals rather than letting them expire. That extension would reduce revenue by an estimated $3.9 trillion over 10 years. In addition, he has proposed eliminating a cap on state and local income tax deductions enacted in his first term; experts estimate that 92 percent of the value of that move would go to the top 10 percent of earners.
Trump has called for exempting tips from taxation, which would cost an estimated $107 billion over a decade. He also favors ending taxation of overtime pay, which would cost an estimated $866 billion over 10 years. He has suggested creating a deduction for interest on car loans, which would cost an estimated $173 billion over 10 years. And he has floated the idea of exempting law enforcement, firefighters and members of the military from federal income taxes altogether.
Trump wants to extend or revive several temporary tax breaks from his 2017 law, such as a deduction for research and development expenses that many start-ups enthusiastically embraced. He has also proposed additional cuts to the corporate tax rate, reducing it from 21 percent to 15 percent for companies that make their products in the United States. That would reduce revenue by an estimated $200 billion over 10 years.
Trump has proposed getting rid of many of the tax credits in President Joe Biden's Inflation Reduction Act that subsidize climate-friendly spending. The new credits have proved far more popular than expected with homeowners, who claimed $8 billion last year for installing solar panels and other climate-conscious home improvements. The IRA also provides more generous subsidies to businesses for moving to green technologies. Repealing all of Biden's climate credits would save the government an estimated $921 billion over a decade.
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For Trump and Republicans in Congress, 'everything is in play' on tax cuts
President-elect Donald Trump and a unified GOP Congress are poised to remake the country's tax code with major benefits for corporations and the upper class.
By Jacob Bogage | 2024-11-07

Donald Trump at a campaign rally in Macon, Georgia, on Sunday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


President-elect Donald Trump is poised to push swiftly for new tax cuts if Republicans win full control of Congress, further slashing corporate rates and extending trillions of dollars of other cuts even as the national debt soars.
Major portions of Trump's 2017 tax law are set to expire next year, and Republicans are aiming to give Trump a major legislative accomplishment within his first 100 days in office.
The GOP won control of the Senate in Tuesday's elections. While control of the House is still uncertain, Republicans are optimistic that results are trending toward maintaining their narrow majority.
As party leaders discuss their plans for the early days of a new Trump administration, the attitude that's emerged on taxes is, "Just go," according to a top conservative lobbyist familiar with the discussions, speaking on the condition of anonymity to describe private talks. "Rip the Band-Aid and run and just plow it through."
Trump ran on a promise of extending individual tax cuts -- which reduced what taxpayers in every income bracket paid -- and a bevy of other expensive new changes. He pledged to exempt tipped wages and overtime pay from taxes, along with Social Security benefits, which could rapidly accelerate the insolvency date for social safety-net programs. His 2017 law cut the corporate tax rate from 35 to 21 percent, but Trump on the campaign trail said he hoped to lower it to 15 percent.
The earlier Trump tax cuts overwhelmingly benefited the nation's highest earners, according to the Urban-Brookings Tax Policy Center.
"There's just going to have to be a lot of dials adjusted. I have to thread the needle to pass a bill," Rep. Jason T. Smith (R-Missouri), who appears poised to hold on to the chair of the tax-writing House Ways and Means Committee, said just before lawmakers left Washington in September. "I just want to make sure it's the optimum tax rate and what that is. But we also have to make sure we're fiscally smart."
Congressional Republicans could move to approve those policies through a process called reconciliation, which would allow a bill to pass the Senate with a simple 51-vote majority, dodging a potential filibuster. House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) and other GOP leaders have been meeting for months to plot their moves at the start of a second Trump administration.
"Everything is in play," Sen. Mike Crapo (R-Idaho), the incoming Senate Finance chair, said over the summer.
Trump's plans come with a hefty price tag: The nonpartisan Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget projects that the tax cuts could add $9.15 trillion over the next decade to the national debt, which already sits near $36 trillion.
Trump has also called for eliminating the cap on the state and local tax deduction, or SALT, which Republicans used to offset some of the cost of the 2017 tax law. Unless Congress acts, that cap -- $10,000 for both single and married filers -- will expire in 2025. That could add an additional $1.2 trillion to the cost of a Trump tax bill, according to CRFB.
Republican leaders have floated proposals to not offset tax cuts with corresponding spending restrictions.
Crapo, once one of the Senate's leading deficit hawks, said in the spring: "I do not believe that pro-growth tax policy needs to be offset in a very rigid way."
And while multiple independent studies have shown that the 2017 law did spur economic growth, and that an extension could do the same, it would not come close to paying for the most of the tax cuts. Republican majorities in both chambers of Congress passed that law largely without corresponding spending cuts or revenue generators.
"That's dangerously reckless. It was the wrong thing to do at the time. It would be far more dangerous now given how much our fiscal situation has deteriorated," said Maya MacGuineas, president of the Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget. "And there's lots of ways to offset tax cuts. If Republicans want larger tax cuts, cutting spending is an excellent approach to offsetting tax cuts. From their perspective, I would think that would be a twofer."
Republicans could use other financial gimmicks -- some more accepted than others, budget experts say -- to control the cost of a tax bill. They could attempt to use revenue from the tariffs Trump has promised to offset the cost of their tax policy, though that revenue would be likely to fall far short of the full cost of the legislation, according to CRFB.
Some GOP lawmakers have said Congress should reset the spending baseline before considering tax legislation -- in other words, instead of factoring in new costs associated with extending the 2017 law, it would nearly zero out the cost by considering it already current policy.
More likely, though, is a move to claw back Biden-era climate agenda spending, according to leading GOP officials. That could save roughly $500 billion, according to estimates from the Congressional Budget Office, and satisfy Republican objectives to unwind much of President Joe Biden's legacy.
Julie Zauzmer Weil contributed to this report.
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The Fed preps another rate cut, amid cloudy post-election outlook
The Federal Reserve is preparing to cut interest rates by a quarter percentage point, amid a cloudy economic outlook following Donald Trump's election win.
By Andrew Ackerman | 2024-11-07

Federal Reserve Board Chair Jerome H. Powell speaks after a two-day meeting on interest rate policy in September. (Tom Brenner/Reuters)


The Federal Reserve is poised to lower interest rates Thursday by a quarter-percentage point as inflation continues to cool, even as Donald Trump's presidential victory this week may upend the U.S. economic outlook and the central bank's future stance on rates.
Thursday's anticipated second consecutive rate cut is the latest signal that Fed officials have turned a page on an era of dangerously high inflation and have shifted their attention to a slowing job market. That prompted them in September to reduce their benchmark interest rate for the first time in nearly four years, dropping rates by a larger-than-usual half-percentage point.
The economy is showing some signs of strength, with promising growth, consumer-spending and unemployment figures released in recent weeks. There are also warning signs: The economy picked up just 12,000 jobs in October, the slowest pace in nearly four years, as a labor market cooldown was exacerbated by major hurricanes and labor strikes.
Wall Street will be watching closely for signs of how much more the Fed plans to drop rates over the coming months. Fed officials signaled ahead of the election that they see rates continuing to decline gradually. Trump's campaign commitment to impose tariffs on U.S. imports, to conduct deportations of undocumented immigrants and to renew expiring tax cuts could, depending on how they are implemented, put upward pressure on inflation. They could also expand federal deficits.
That might make the Fed reluctant to continue cutting rates at a rapid clip.
"Various policy uncertainties may lead the Fed to move more slowly than it otherwise would," JPMorgan Chase & Co.'s Michael Feroli said in a research note on Wednesday.
Thursday's announcement is set for 2 p.m. Eastern time, at the end of the Fed's two-day policy meeting. Then, at 2:30 p.m., Fed Chair Jerome H. Powell will appear at what will be a closely watched news conference. He will probably be pressed for a diagnosis of how the presidential and congressional election results could affect the U.S. economic outlook as well as the Fed's policy. The Fed closely guards its independence from politics, and Powell isn't expected to wade into the matter too deeply.
While the Fed was practically guaranteed to cut rates at its last meeting, the size of the cut was up for debate. Ultimately, officials decided that the economy was flashing enough warning signs to warrant a jumbo-size cut, and publicly expressed confidence that such a large swing would help ensure that the job market didn't weaken any more than it already had.
This week's Fed meeting should lack the drama of last month's, when the Fed itself was divided on how much to cut. Analysts and investors in the futures market believe that yet another quarter-percentage point cut is likely at the Fed's final 2024 meeting, in December, though the pace of additional cuts next year are uncertain.
"The Fed will show a steady hand, cut [a quarter-percentage point] and leave another cut in December as the base case without ruling out a skip," said Krishna Guha, vice chairman of Evercore ISI and a former top official at the New York Fed.
It's no secret that Trump wants the White House to have more say in the operations of the Fed, particularly regarding its decisions on monetary policy. Last month, Trump said that as president, he ought to have a "right to say I think he should go up or down a little bit" on interest rates. He added, "I don't think I should be allowed to order it," he added.
During his first term, Trump publicly flirted with the idea of dismissing Powell as chairman and potentially elevating another Fed governor to the chairmanship. He ultimately did neither.
Some bank executives and former Fed officials say they expect Trump, in a new term, to try a potentially less controversial intrusion on Fed independence by demoting the Fed board member tasked with regulating Wall Street: Biden appointee and former Obama-era Treasury official Michael Barr, The Washington Post reported last month.
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Crypto cash helps propel Trump, other allies to 2024 election victory
Many of the Democrats and Republicans backed by a trio of new crypto super PACs won their races Tuesday, illustrating the industry's political ascendance. 
By Tony Romm | 2024-11-07

Donald Trump, shown at a speech at the 2024 Bitcoin Conference in Nashville in July, was once a skeptic of bitcoin but has become a supporter, drawing contributions from the industry. (Johnnie Izquierdo for The Washington Post)


Cryptocurrency companies, executives and investors rejoiced Wednesday over the outcome of the 2024 election, believing their aggressive spending helped to secure a wave of new allies in the fight against harsh government scrutiny and unwanted regulation.
To improve their standing in Washington, some of the country's crypto elite had spent years pouring money into politics: They donated heavily to former president Donald Trump, while flooding congressional races nationwide with advertisements that promoted crypto-friendly candidates.
Soon after the polls closed, those efforts appeared to pay off. Trump clinched a return to the White House, and by Wednesday afternoon, 43 of the 58 congressional candidates backed by a trio of new crypto-funded super PACs had been declared the winners of their races. The groups, led by the organization Fairshake, spent more than $130 million nationally to advertise in congressional contests, some of which have not yet been called.
In Ohio, for example, the industry helped to topple Sen. Sherrod Brown, a Democratic incumbent and crypto skeptic who chairs the powerful Senate Banking Committee that oversees digital finance. The Fairshake network spent $41 million to promote Brown's victorious opponent -- Republican challenger Bernie Moreno -- running favorable ads that focused on jobs and immigration, not cryptocurrency.
The results nationally sent the price of bitcoin soaring above $76,000, as crypto enthusiasts delighted in the hope that Trump might follow through on his promise to make the United States the "crypto capital of the planet." The former president only months ago helped launch a cryptocurrency venture, called World Liberty Financial, further endearing him to currency owners and investors.
Some crypto executives also began discussing ways to leverage their winnings, hoping to steer Trump toward pro-crypto advisers while refocusing Congress on crypto-friendly legislation. That includes an industry-backed bill that passed the House earlier this year, then languished in the Senate, that would essentially strip the Securities and Exchange Commission of some crypto oversight. It would shift more responsibility to the Commodity Futures Trading Commission, an agency that crypto companies see as a better fit -- but one that Democrats have blasted as weaker.
"Last night was a seminal moment for crypto," said Paul Grewal, chief legal officer of Coinbase. "I think what elected officials all ought to pay attention to is [that] this is an industry committed to the effort for the long term."
Even before the 2024 election concluded, Fairshake announced that it had amassed $78 million for the 2026 midterms, with new financial commitments from firms including Coinbase. The company supports other political groups, including Stand With Crypto, which seeks to rally pro-crypto voters. (The organization sponsored an election night party at The Washington Post.)
For years, crypto executives and investors have chafed at heightened oversight under President Joe Biden, whose administration sought to crack down on the industry after the 2022 collapse of FTX, once the world's third-largest crypto trading platform. Federal regulators have tried to root out scams, collect taxes on crypto investment gains, and treat more digital tokens like securities, not commodities, in ways that would subject them to heightened government oversight.
Much of the scrutiny has come from the SEC, whose chairman, Gary Gensler, has brought major cases in recent years against Coinbase, Ripple and Binance, another crypto platform, alleging that they operated as unregulated securities or failed to adhere to investor protection laws. All three companies have denied the charges vigorously, while some crypto giants have mounted a new campaign in Washington to remake the regulatory landscape, particularly at the SEC.
Some crypto leaders quickly flocked to Trump: They held high-dollar fundraisers for him in the Bay Area, and huddled with the former president to talk privately at his Mar-a-Lago Club. The president's backers included major Silicon Valley investors David Sacks, Chamath Palihapitiya, and Tyler and Cameron Winklevoss, the twin founders of the crypto platform Gemini. Their support appeared to help fuel his conversion into a crypto supporter, years after he declared during his first term that the industry was a "scam."
At a bitcoin gathering in Nashville this summer, Trump promised to commission a council of crypto experts and pursue policy "written by people who love your industry." He pledged to create a national stockpile of bitcoin and to fire Gensler at the SEC -- a commitment that sparked raucous applause this summer, and renewed cheering after Trump clinched victory Wednesday.
"Imagine how much we are going to accomplish in the next 4 years now that the crypto industry won't be hemorrhaging $ billions on legal fees fighting the SEC and instead investing this money into building the future of money," Cameron Winklevoss posted on X. "Amazing awaits."
Over the past two years, the crypto industry also poured money into congressional races around the country, seeking to elevate lawmakers who might vote to expand access to digital finance and reduce some regulatory guardrails. It marked the first election cycle for Fairshake and its two affiliates -- Defend American Jobs, a super PAC focused on Republicans, and Protect Progress, which backed Democrats -- which emerged as one of the leading spenders in all of politics.
The groups spent about $3.4 million on Jim Justice, the newly elected Republican senator for West Virginia, and shelled out nearly $2.9 million for Shomari Figures, a Democrat vying for a House seat in Alabama. They also supported incumbents who sit on key congressional committees overseeing crypto -- including Reps. Tom Emmer (R-Minnesota) and Josh Gottheimer (D-New Jersey), two members of the House Financial Services Committee.
And the Fairshake network spent more than Moreno's own campaign to help the Republican challenger prevail in Ohio. The groups believed their ad blitz had resulted in a "significant improvement" in Moreno's chances, turning what was once a roughly seven percentage point deficit into what ultimately became a victory on election night, according to an early October memo later obtained by The Washington Post.
"Senator-Elect Moreno's come-from-behind win shows that Ohio voters want a leader who prioritizes innovation, protects American economic interests, and will ensure our nation's continued technological leadership," said Josh Vlasto, a spokesman for the super PACs.
None of the ads mentioned crypto. But many candidates separately indicated that they would pursue industry-friendly rules in Washington -- setting up the crypto industry to push favorable legislation starting in 2025.
"We're celebrating, but we're also regrouping and figuring out how to take advantage," said Kristin Smith, president of the Blockchain Association, a Washington-based lobbying group that focuses on the technology underlying bitcoin and other digital currencies.
"The biggest takeaway is, there's no upside to being anti-crypto," she continued. "I don't think any upstart industry wants to go into the business of having a super PAC ... [but] the way we've been treated the last three to four years has forced the industry's hand."
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What business leaders said after Trump's election victory
The corporate world was divided ahead of the election, but many executives cozied up to Trump in the final stretch.
By Hannah Ziegler | 2024-11-06

President Donald Trump greets Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella, middle, and Amazon founder and Washington Post owner Jeff Bezos at the White House in 2017. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Top business leaders in the United States congratulated President-elect Donald Trump on his presidential election victory Wednesday, with many calling his political comeback one of the most decisive in American history.
The corporate world was divided on whom to back ahead of the election, but many of the biggest names in Silicon Valley cozied up to Trump in the campaign's home stretch. Tesla chief executive Elon Musk led the pack by infusing at least $118 million of his own money into his pro-Trump political action committee and joining the candidate on the campaign trail. Musk was quick to celebrate Trump's victory with a post on X early Wednesday morning, where he praised the "crystal clear mandate for change" American voters gave Trump.
Other Fortune 500 executives rekindled connections to Trump after his first assassination attempt in July, including executives from Apple, Meta, Amazon and Google, The Washington Post reported.
Trump's victory has already sent optimism through the business world. The Dow Jones Industrial Average surged 1,500 points, or 3.5 percent, Wednesday to close at a record. The broader S&P 500 and the tech-heavy Nasdaq index each also gained more than 2 percent. Trump has promised to slash the corporate tax rate by from 21 percent to 15 percent and impose strict tariffs on foreign goods -- proposals that earned him mixed support from executives during the campaign.
Meta chief executive Mark Zuckerberg posted on Threads on Wednesday that he was looking forward to working with Trump and his administration, adding that there are "great opportunities" ahead for the country. While Zuckerberg has feuded with Trump in the past and given to liberal causes, he did not endorse a presidential candidate this year and in July called Trump's response to an attempted assassination "bada--."
Also chiming in was Google CEO Sundar Pichai, who said his company was committed to working with the Trump administration during a "golden age of American innovation," and he joined the choir of business leaders calling the president-elect's victory decisive.
Amazon founder and chairman Jeff Bezos, meanwhile, congratulated Trump on an "extraordinary political comeback and decisive victory" in an X post Wednesday morning. Bezos, who also owns The Washington Post, came under fire in the final days of the campaign after his decision to withhold The Post's endorsement of Vice President Kamala Harris. Bezos said an endorsement would create the "perception of bias" -- a decision that drew fierce backlash from Post reporters and readers.
Amazon chief executive Andy Jassy also congratulated Trump on "a hard-fought victory" in a post on X and said the company was looking forward to working with the administration.
Apple CEO Tim Cook congratulated Trump on his victory in a post on X.
"We look forward to engaging with you and your administration to help make sure the United States continues to lead with and be fueled by ingenuity, innovation and creativity," Cook wrote.
Satya Nadella, chief executive of Microsoft, also congratulated Trump in a post on X and said his company hopes to work with the administration to "drive innovation forward" and create opportunity in the United States.
OpenAI chief executive Sam Altman congratulated Trump and wished him success in his presidency in an X post Wednesday morning. Altman, who did not endorse either candidate, met with White House officials and executives from other artificial-intelligence firms in September to discuss building data centers in the United States. In a separate X post, he wrote that it is "critically important that the U.S. maintains its lead in developing AI with democratic values."
Pat Gelsinger, the chief executive of Intel, wrote that the company was looking forward to working with Trump and Vice President-elect JD Vance to "advance America's technology and manufacturing leadership in the world."
Intel has worked closely with the Biden administration as part of a multibillion-dollar plan to rebuild the U.S. chip manufacturing industry but has trailed behind other tech giants in the red-hot artificial-intelligence sector. Trump's election could be pivotal for the company's success, as Republicans have floated repealing President Joe Biden's CHIPS and Science Act, a law aimed at spurring semiconductor production in the United States by providing grants to companies such as Intel.
In a post on X, Cisco chief executive Chuck Robbins stopped short of congratulating Trump, but he said the company looks forward to working with the administration and Congress, governors, state lawmakers and local officials in the United States to bolster "connectivity, innovation, cybersecurity and more."
Michael Dell, CEO and chairman of Dell Technologies, also added his congratulations to Trump in a post on X.
Jamie Dimon, chief executive of JPMorgan Chase, has not yet released a public statement but called on Americans to "unite behind" either president elect in a statement to the Wall Street Journal on Tuesday. Dimon declined to back Trump or Harris publicly, but his wife spent time door-knocking for the Harris campaign in Michigan and made more than $250,000 worth of donations, Bloomberg News reported.
The Wall Street veteran has been the subject of speculation as a candidate for a future administration's treasury secretary, but Reuters reported Wednesday that Dimon has no plans to join the Trump Cabinet.
Salesforce chief executive Marc Benioff did not comment directly on Trump's victory Wednesday, but he reposted the cover of Time magazine depicting the president-elect on X.
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Dow rises 1,500 points as banks and Tesla gain after Trump win
Major indexes gained ground, with the Dow Jones Industrial Average, S&P 500 and Nasdaq composite index rising on the prospect of another Donald Trump presidency.
By Aaron Gregg, Taylor Telford | 2024-11-06

A board above the trading floor of the New York Stock Exchange shows the closing number for the Dow Jones industrial average on Wednesday. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)


Wall Street applauded Donald Trump's victory in the presidential election on Wednesday, powering the Dow Jones Industrial Average to its biggest single-day gain in two years as investors bet that stocks would benefit from his return to the White House.
The Dow soared roughly 1,500 points, or more than 3.5 percent, to close at 43,729.93. The broader S&P 500 gained 2.5 percent to end at 5,929.04, and the tech-heavy Nasdaq advanced 3 percent to settle at 18,983.47. The Russell 2000 index of small-cap stocks added more than 5.8 percent to close at 2,392.92.
Trump's victory and the possibility of a Republican sweep of government buoyed investor hopes that his reelection could usher in an era of loosened government regulation and lower taxes, analysts said.
The Chicago Board Options Exchange's CBOE Volatility Index, known as Wall Street's "fear gauge," was down about 18 percent Wednesday morning. Avoiding a protracted period of election uncertainty helps because "Wall Street prefers predictability," said Michael Farr of the investment firm Farr, Miller and Washington.
Many investors welcomed the prospect of tax cuts and less regulation promised by Trump during his campaign, analysts said. "Financials and Energy are the obvious beneficiaries of Trump's victory amid hopes of deregulation and a greater focus on U.S. energy independence," David Bahnsen, chief investment officer with the Bahnsen Group, said in comments shared Wednesday with The Washington Post.
But other elements of his economic message might not resonate well in the long run, said Farr and Yung-Yu Ma, chief investment officer at BMO Wealth Management.
"There is also uncertainty over tariffs, which is driving up long-term interest rates," Ma said, adding that "international markets are very exposed to tariff policy," which could hurt global stocks.
In about two-thirds of presidential election years since World War II, the S&P 500 has finished the year higher than it was on Election Day, according to an analysis of S&P Global data by Sam Stovall, chief investment strategist for CFRA Research.
The end-of-year gains or losses mostly reflect what was going on in the financial world at the time, Stovall said. Investors respond to a vast array of global market data, including interest rates, bond yields and price changes of obscure commodities.
The S&P 500 shed 7.8 percent in the weeks after Election Day in 2000, for example, but those losses happened in the wake of the tech meltdown known as the dot-com crash. It shed 10.2 percent after Election Day in 2008, when Barack Obama bested John McCain amid the onset of the Great Recession.
By contrast, the market gained 4.6 percent in 2016 when Trump beat Hillary Clinton, and 11.5 percent when he lost to Joe Biden in 2020.
The relationship between presidential election politics and the stock market's performance can be summed up in terms of how much certainty investors have about what happens next, two analysts told The Post. The lead-up to an election breeds uncertainty, and the crowning of a winner resolves that tension.
"Once the election has concluded, investors in a sense breathe a sigh of relief," Stovall said Tuesday.
Some specific investments seen as possible beneficiaries of a Trump win also rose Wednesday.
Trump Media & Technology Group, the Truth Social parent company whose stock has been very volatile in recent weeks, shot higher at the market open and although it settled quickly, it remained about 6 percent higher at market close. Tesla, whose founder Elon Musk has been a vocal Trump supporter, rose more than 14 percent.
Trump during the election campaign took an aggressive stance on international trade, having recently threatened to place tariffs as high as 100 percent on goods from Mexico, the biggest U.S. trading partner last year.
"Huge, seemingly mercurial tariffs and increased isolationism are patently unsound economic practices," Farr said. "I believe this initial enthusiasm will soon be tempered, and it should be."
The possibility of lower business taxes and less regulation is leading to "a repricing of the potential for smaller companies," U.S. Bank national investment strategist Tom Hainlin said, noting the Russell 2000's gains.
Shares of big banks were bolstered. Expectations of more lax regulation under the Trump administration is fueling hopes of greater activity in mergers and acquisitions, which had slowed under Biden, Bahnsen noted.
Wells Fargo, Goldman Sachs, Morgan Stanley and JPMorgan Chase each climbed more than 11 percent.
Certain shares of Fannie Mae spiked by more than 60 percent, as hedge funds and other investors bet Trump will revive long-dormant plans to return the mortgage-finance company and its companion firm Freddie Mac to private hands, releasing them from 16 years of government control.
The mortgage giants were effectively nationalized at the height of the Great Recession.
Also Wednesday, cryptocurrencies soared as optimism flooded the industry given Trump's stated desire to turn the United States into the world's "crypto capital." Bitcoin had risen more than 9 percent while ethereum rose more than 11 percent by late afternoon.
Beyond the outcome of the presidential election, investors were also focused on state results, given that a sweep in either party's direction could lead to a significant shift on major issues such as government spending and tax policy.
Investors were also awaiting remarks from Federal Reserve Chair Jerome H. Powell regarding further cuts to the central bank's benchmark interest rate. Powell is widely expected to announce a cut of 25 basis points when the Fed's meeting concludes Thursday.
The election comes during a strong period for U.S. stocks, with the Dow, S&P 500 and Nasdaq all just weeks removed from their most recent record highs.
Bonds fell as stocks surged, with the yield on the 10-year U.S. Treasury note climbing 4 percent in morning trading. Bond yields move inversely to prices.
Andrew Ackerman contributed to this report.
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Voter anger over economy boosts Trump in 2024, baffling Democrats
Roughly two-thirds of voters rated the economy as "not so good" or "poor," compared to just one-third who rated it as "excellent" or "good," exit polls found.
By Jeff Stein, Abha Bhattarai, Annie Gowen | 2024-11-06

People at a Republican election night watch party in Pewaukee, Wisconsin, react as Donald Trump speaks on television early Wednesday. (Joel Angel Juarez for The Washington Post)


Widespread voter anger about the economy appeared to boost former president Donald Trump in Tuesday's election, emerging as one of Democrats' chief liabilities even with low unemployment and robust growth.
Two-thirds of voters rated the economy as "not so good" or "poor," compared to just one-third who rated it as "excellent" or "good," according to network exit polls. Of the voters who rated the economy negatively, 69 percent voted for Trump -- a significant margin.
Trump's victory over Vice President Kamala Harris reflected major voter discontent about the state of the economy that has built since inflation surged under President Joe Biden in the aftermath of the covid pandemic. Democrats have spent much of the past two years expressing frustration and bafflement over the country's economic pessimism, in light of a booming stock market, consistently low unemployment and rising output. But voters have been dour about economic circumstances since inflation peaked at 9 percent in 2022 -- the fastest rise in prices in roughly 40 years.
"It turns out voters really dislike inflation," said Brian Riedl, senior fellow at the Manhattan Institute, a center-right think tank. "Ultimately, voters focused heavily on their economic dissatisfaction, and that was primarily the result of an inflation rate that was unacceptable to them. It's hard for your party to hold the White House when the inflation rate hits 9 percent under your watch."
Republicans have relentlessly hammered Biden and Harris over inflation, blaming the 2021 economic rescue plan approved by Democrats, and Trump turned higher prices into a core feature of his stump speech. However, virtually all rich nations were hit with far higher inflation amid a covid-induced shift in consumption patterns and Russia's war in Ukraine, which disrupted global supply chains. Nonpartisan economic studies found that Biden's $1.9 trillion rescue plan in 2021 exacerbated inflation -- perhaps by 3 percentage points -- but also powered the economy's growth out of one of the worst downturns in decades. Incumbents worldwide -- Britain, France, Japan and elsewhere -- have been punished for price hikes.
The Biden administration has touted a wide range of metrics as evidence of its successful economic stewardship. The stock market has reached all-time highs. The United States is now growing faster than its pre-pandemic trend. Unemployment is at 4.1 percent and reached its lowest level in more than five decades under Biden. The country appears to have safely avoided a recession for the rest of this year, powering through persistently high interest rates that the Federal Reserve is poised to cut again this week. The administration's investments in infrastructure, clean energy and semiconductors showed signs of success.
Liberal and some centrist economists have pointed to a mismatch they believed hurt Democrats: Voters may have seen wage gains since 2021 as the product of their individual efforts, while blaming higher prices on a wider social or government-caused failure. Both trends, however, were partially the product of the same larger forces on the economy. Many liberal economists have pointed to Fed research suggesting a large gap between voters' positive perceptions of their personal financial circumstances and their negative perceptions of the country's economic circumstances -- a gap they say can only be explained by what they are being told on social media and in the press.
"People rate their own economic circumstances better than the country's -- and that's because of what they're being told by the media," said Dean Baker, a White House economic ally and economist at the Center for Economic and Policy Research, a center-left economic think tank. "You know my complaints about the media -- I think the coverage has been invariably terrible."
But more centrist and conservative economists have argued that voters had legitimate frustrations with the Biden economy, and that cheerleading its successes risked colliding with those frustrations. Even though inflation is lower now than it was in 2022, census data found that median household income is now lower than it was in 2019, according to Jason Furman, a Harvard economist who worked in the Obama administration and has at times been critical of Biden's response to price increases. Furman also pointed out that the poverty, mortgage and unemployment rates are also higher than they were before covid.
"Everything is moving in the right direction, but it's not there yet," Furman said. "People got into a very deep hole, and they're not all the way out of it yet."
In Wilmington, North Carolina, Amber Torres, 49, said she was faring better when Trump was president. Things were cheaper then, and early covid-related stimulus checks helped cover food and rent. These days, she pays $850 a month to sublet an apartment without running water.
"I like Trump because he keeps it real, and he's closer to being like me than any other politician," she said. "Plus, I've never seen a president give out money like that. That's what we need right now, those checks."
Trump voters interviewed in Missouri, Oklahoma and Arkansas frequently cited the rising cost of basic goods such as eggs -- up to $3.80 a carton in September, up from $2 in August 2023, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics -- as driving their decision, but the rising cost of little luxuries that make life seem worth living rankled them, too.
Sally Harris, 77, a retired lab tech from Lee's Summit, Missouri, said she was in Aldi the other day, and her favorite chocolate peanut butter cookies that were once 99 cents are now $2.09.
There's no doubt, she said, that "costs are rising," which leaves her struggling on her fixed income. She ultimately cast her vote for Trump because in her view he will be better for the economy, although, she said, choosing him seemed like "the lesser of two evils."
Melissa Merritt, 45, in event sales, and John Merritt, 46, a bartender, of Lee's Summit, were dealing with a one-two punch -- both lost their jobs just days before they headed to the polls. John Merritt had worked at one of the eight Kansas City-area Applebee's that closed overnight because their franchise group had filed for bankruptcy. The couple is also struggling with $30,000 in tax debt, Melissa Merritt said, leaving the couple in a state of "extreme financial distress."
"During the whole Trump administration, we flourished," Melissa Merritt said. "When Biden and Harris got into office, everything went downhill."
Regardless of the cause, the exit polls provided substantial evidence that those voters weren't the only ones frustrated.
For instance, roughly 70 percent of Hispanic voters nationally rated the economy as either "not so good" or "poor," and roughly 40 percent said the economy was a top-tier issue. A slim majority of Hispanic voters supported Trump, according to exit polls. Hispanic voters who said the economy was their top issue preferred Trump by a roughly 2-to-1 margin over Harris, the exit polls showed.
Harris repeatedly emphasized she understood that the economy needed improvement, often promising to make lowering prices her top priority. She backed a populist plan to ban price gouging in food and grocery prices. She endorsed more technocratic ideas for expanding the housing supply in a bid to lower rents and home prices. She hammered Trump's sweeping tariff plans as a "national sales tax."
On Election Day, none of it appeared sufficient for voters concerned about their pocketbooks.
"It's the reason why Harris lost: She never addressed inflation in a way that gave her credibility on other issues," said Frank Luntz, a pollster. "She had every reason to beat him -- he had 90 felonies; two impeachment convictions. And he still came back."
Nathan Scott, an insurance agent in Columbus, Ohio, said he was shocked by the election's outcome. Although high prices have curbed some of his family's spending -- he recently bought a used SUV instead of a new one, for example -- he's making far more money than ever. This year he's on track to bring in about $300,000, triple what he earned in 2021.
"So many people are saying they're worse off than they were, and I just don't get it," said Scott, who spoke on the condition that he be identified by his first and middle names because he fears losing business from Trump supporters. "Sure, are things more expensive than I want them to be? Absolutely. But objectively I'm making hundreds of thousands of dollars more than I did the last time Trump was president. I truly don't understand how this is what people want."
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What Trump's victory could mean for oil companies and climate change policy
Trump's plans have the potential to send fossil fuel companies' profits soaring while threatening the world's climate goals.
By Evan Halper, Maxine Joselow, Chico Harlan | 2024-11-07

President-elect Donald Trump points to supporters as he leaves the stage after an election night party at the Palm Beach County Convention Center in West Palm Beach, Florida, early Wednesday morning. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


President-elect Donald Trump's return to the White House could reverse the gains the United States has made in fighting global warming, experts said, by cementing his plans to unleash domestic fossil fuel production, dismantle key environmental rules and scale back federal support for renewable energy and electric vehicles.
It has also raised fears among U.S. allies and even some major energy executives who warn that a U.S. exit from global climate efforts will hurt American industry as the rest of the world shifts away from fossil fuels.
Trump's election creates "a very long pathway for fossil fuels," Ben Cahill, an energy scholar at the University of Texas at Austin, said in a phone interview Wednesday. "Investors will feel the outlook is brighter. The industry will be under less pressure."
While energy was not a focal point of a presidential campaign consumed by immigration, abortion and the future of democracy, it is a policy area where presidents have the authority to make sweeping changes.
Trump -- who has dismissed climate change as a "hoax" and courted oil company executives throughout the campaign -- has outlined plans that have the potential to boost oil and gas profits as well as greenhouse gas emissions that threaten the world's climate goals.
Trump is expected to immediately take aim at the Paris climate accord. His plan to withdraw the United States from the pact -- as he did during his first term -- comes at a critical moment for the compact aimed at limiting warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) above preindustrial levels. Climate scientists are already warning the planet is on track to blow past that target: on Wednesday the European climate agency Copernicus announced that 2024 is assured to be the first calendar year where the global temperature rise has averaged 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit).
Trump has planned a flurry of other actions to bolster U.S. oil and gas companies. He is expected to ease a suite of restrictions on the oil industry's emissions of methane, a potent greenhouse gas. And he will probably cancel the Biden administration's pause on permits for new liquefied natural gas export projects, clearing the way for the industry to build billions of dollars worth of infrastructure that could increase U.S. emissions and keep gas flowing to other nations for decades to come.
Oil companies welcome the radical policy shift. "Energy was on the ballot, and voters sent a clear signal that they want choices, not mandates, and an all-of-the-above approach that harnesses our nation's resources and builds on the successes of his first term," Mike Sommers, president of the American Petroleum Institute, said in a statement.
At the same time, climate activists have been scrambling to regroup in the aftermath of the election. As during Trump's previous term, they are looking to state, local and international leaders to take up the fight as the White House transitions from one of the world's most influential crusaders for climate action to its biggest impediment.
"One can only hope that Donald Trump will put conspiracy theories to the side and take the decisive action to address the climate crisis," Dan Lashof, U.S. director of the World Resources Institute, said in a statement. "But I won't hold my breath, and neither will the global community nor U.S. state and local leaders. We are moving forward."
Even some in the energy industry are unnerved by Trump's plans, coming at a time that clean energy subsidies championed by the Biden administration have given a big economic boost to red states. These conservative areas are home to vast wind and solar farms, clean technology manufacturing plants, and huge green energy research and development projects that employ tens of thousands of voters.
Trump is expected to take aim at these investments by targeting President Joe Biden's signature climate law, the Inflation Reduction Act, which he has repeatedly called a "green new scam." But he would likely need Congress to repeal the law, and some Republican lawmakers may balk.
Cahill said that the law's tax credits for consumers, including those for EVs, rooftop solar panels and heat pumps "will definitely be on the chopping block" but "the investment incentives for wind, solar and battery storage have proven to be quite popular with big business."
The incoming president will have much more latitude to reverse dozens of environmental rules that oil and gas executives find burdensome. During an April dinner at his Mar-a-Lago Club, Trump asked oil executives to steer $1 billion toward his campaign while promising to relax industry regulations.
The oil industry responded by donating tens of millions of dollars to his campaign and crafting a playbook for the new administration. It includes draft executive orders that would end restrictions on drilling on public lands and shift the Interior Department's priorities away from protecting vulnerable species and ecosystems.
North Dakota Gov. Doug Burgum, who led the Trump campaign's development of its energy policy and spoke extensively with oil donors, could lead the Energy Department in the second Trump administration, said Mark W. Menezes, who served as deputy Energy secretary during Trump's first term.
"Probably the most likely potential secretary of energy is ... Doug Burgum of North Dakota, and there are many reasons why," Menezes said on a Wednesday call organized by the law and lobbying firm Bracewell LLP. "Obviously North Dakota is an oil-and-gas-producing state ... [and] you get a lot of skill sets when you bring a former governor to head an agency."
A spokeswoman for the Trump campaign did not respond to a request for comment.
Trump has argued that unshackling oil companies from environmental rules could drive the price of gasoline below $2 per gallon. But energy analysts are skeptical. Prices at the pump typically have little connection to White House policies, and are largely driven instead by the coalition of oil-producing nations led by Saudi Arabia and Russia. And Trump will take office at a time when the United States is already producing more oil and gas than any country ever has.
During his first term, Trump weakened or wiped out more than 125 environmental rules and policies touching everything from toxic chemicals to endangered species. He faced internal resistance, however, to his plans to pull out of the Paris agreement. Then-Secretary of State Rex Tillerson and Ivanka Trump, the president's daughter and adviser, urged him to stay in the deal.
No such resistance is expected in a second Trump administration stuffed with loyalists.
"I don't think there will be anyone arguing to stay in Paris," said Myron Ebell, who led Trump's transition team at the Environmental Protection Agency in 2017 and is chairman of the board of the American Lands Council. "I think the president will get out of it, and I hope he does it in the first week."
When Trump withdrew from the Paris agreement for the first time, a group called America Is All In announced that dozens of states, cities and corporations were still committed to the pact. Gina McCarthy, the former White House climate czar under Biden and the managing co-chair of America is All In, vowed in a statement Wednesday to continue that fight.
"No matter what Trump may say," she said, "the shift to clean energy is unstoppable and our country is not turning back."
If Trump pulls the United States from the Paris agreement, it will deal a symbolic blow to the international efforts, given America's place as the largest historical emitter of planet-warming pollution. Under Biden, the United States has produced record amounts of oil, but it had also positioned itself as a climate leader. Last year, minutes after nations agreed to a historic pledge to transition away from fossil fuels, then-climate envoy John F. Kerry addressed delegates, touting a moment of "multilateralism" and unity, and expressing a sense of "awe." His remarks drew loud applause.
Collins Nzovu, who served until recently as Zambia's green economy and environment minister, said in a recent interview that the global climate process is less credible if the "superpower is not at the table for discussing an existential threat."
Poorer countries are also depending on the United States to help finance plans that are essential to the world's climate goals.
"No mitigation efforts can work without America at the table," Nzovu said. "No adaptation can happen without America at the table."
Some climate policymakers expressed hope that the world would manage to move ahead on its climate goals despite Trump. Earlier elections this year -- notably in Brazil and Britain -- helped vault into power leaders with more ambitious climate agendas. Policymakers also expressed optimism that cheap, renewable technologies would be able to displace fossil fuels simply on economic grounds.
"There is powerful economic momentum behind the global transition," said Laurence Tubiana, CEO of the European Climate Foundation.
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What the election results could mean for your retirement account
No president -- Democrat or Republican -- has all that much influence over the stock market, so it's best to remain calm and stay focused on your financial goals.
By Michelle Singletary | 2024-11-06

(Washington Post illustration; iStock)


This column has been updated to reflect the outcome of Tuesday's vote.
This year's election has me stressed out.
Our country's ideological differences have become so divisive that I voted with a heavy heart, knowing that whoever wins the presidential race will leave nearly half the electorate irate.
On a personal economic level, you may wonder whether this discontent will negatively influence the stock market. Historically, one thing has held. If you let your emotions alone drive your investing, you're more likely to make mistakes that can cost you a lot of money over time.
I asked several financial experts how the election may affect retirement savings. Here's what they had to say.
What should investors who are unhappy about the election results do?
Dan Egan, vice president of behavioral finance and investing at Betterment:
Log off social media and do something that gets your mind completely off it. Politics is an emotional amplifier. If you can remain steady through a normal market downturn, you should be able to make it through a political one, too.
Callie Cox, chief market strategist for Ritholtz Wealth Management: When everybody is braced for the worst, even the slightest bit of resolution can feel like a relief.
Christine Benz, director of personal finance and retirement planning for Morningstar: Whoever takes over as president is inheriting a fairly robust economy, mild inflation, average-to-below-average interest rates and fairly high valuations for U.S. stocks.
If you're contributing money to your investments on an ongoing basis through your company retirement plan, just put those contributions on autopilot and try to tune out the short-term noise.
Mark Hamrick, Bankrate senior economic analyst and Washington bureau chief: This, too, shall pass. Market timing is a fool's errand. Don't get caught in the trap of selling, which produces the problem, almost always unresolvable, of knowing when to get back in.
Anthony Saglimbene, chief market strategist of Ameriprise Financial:  Once results are known, we expect markets to quickly re-center on the fundamental factors that drive stock prices over the long term, which include growth in the economy, trends in corporate profits and the level of interest rates.
How has the market typically performed after a presidential election?
Egan: Over the past 160 years, the average annual market return looks pretty much the same whether [it's a] Republican [or] Democratic president, and both averages are positive. It's a reminder that the stock market is influenced by so many factors beyond just the election.
Cox: A year later after a presidential election, the average S&P 500 performance has been 7.8 percent. All other days, it's averaged 9.1 percent. The returns after a presidential election aren't that much different than the returns you'll typically pick up in the stock market.
What advice do you have for investors post-election?
Egan: Focus on your specific goals, circumstances and plans. Elections often make people feel like they need to do something with their investments, but it's usually only helpful if that's something you should have been doing anyway. Check on your budget, have an emergency fund and make the most of your tax-advantaged retirement accounts. These all are high-impact actions that are in your control and pretty much guaranteed to help in any election result.
Saglimbene: Investors should keep their focus on the strong U.S. fundamental factors driving markets and the economy this year over the coming days and weeks, particularly if election noise and rhetoric increase stock and bond volatility post-election. In our view, a diversified portfolio should help weather any potential volatility that arrives after the election.
Should I change my investing strategy depending on who wins?
Benz: Definitely not! The main factors affecting your investing strategy should be you and your goals. Are you getting close to retirement or saving up for a home down payment, for example? In that case, you might want to build out your portfolio's stake in safe investments, while still holding stocks for long-term spending. If you're many years from retirement, do your best to tune out the election with respect to your investments.
Egan: Definitely not. It's tempting to think a new administration will have a major impact on the market, but that's largely an illusion. Presidents don't influence the market in the aggregate much at all. Other factors like innovation, demographics, trade and consumer spending are all outside their control and have more direct meaningful impacts.
Saglimbene: The short answer is no. Corporate fundamentals are on solid ground, profits are expected to grow over the coming quarters, and stock prices reflect a healthy environment. Investors should take some time to review their risk tolerance as the year winds down and make sure their portfolio has the right balance of stocks, bonds, cash alternatives based on their goals. Sometimes, it's that simple.
In the midst of deafening political noise, the best thing you can do is focus on your goals and make a plan for an unforeseen crisis. Treasurys -- or U.S. debt -- are a classic hedge against economic weakness, and they've been working well as portfolio cushions during stock sell-offs these past few months.
Cox: No president -- Democrat or Republican -- has enough pull to single-handedly control the ... stock market. Over time, the stock market's common thread has been the economy and earnings, not who's in the Oval Office.
What can I learn from the previous stock market performance after an election?
Egan: If you want to garner higher returns, you need to stay invested. If you wait for it to be "safe," expect lower returns.
Saglimbene: While past performance is not a guarantee of future performance, the S&P 500 has moved higher longer term across wars, recessions, elections and myriad issues that elevated investor anxiety at some point in time. Once investors can finally move on from this election and refocus on fundamental conditions, we suspect the stock market may breathe a sigh of relief and possibly gravitate higher.
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This $18 California chardonnay with apple and pear notes is fit for fall
Three tasty wines to drink this week, one white and two reds.
By Dave McIntyre | 2024-11-07

FROM LEFT: Pyramid Scheme Chardonnay 2021; Yering Station Little Yering Pinot Noir 2022; Boscarelli Prugnolo Rosso di Montepulciano 2023. (Scott Suchman/for the Washington Post)


A good-value California chardonnay, a spicy pinot noir from Australia and a suave sangiovese from Tuscany highlight this week's recommendations.
California, $18
This is simple, straightforward chardonnay with decent acidity to enliven its flavors of apples and pears. Thankfully, there is not much apparent oak flavor to mask the fruit. Pyramid Scheme also has a pinot noir and cabernet sauvignon -- the chardonnay is the best of the three. Alcohol by volume: 13.5 percent. Bottle weight: 490 grams (Light).
Distributed locally by DMV Distributing.
Victoria, Australia, $20
Little Yering is an intro-level line from Yering Station, the oldest winery in Victoria, Australia. This easygoing pinot noir is juicy, with flavors of dark cherries and plums, accented with black pepper and clove. When you crave a light-bodied wine with character, the Little Yering wines will come through. ABV: 13.6 percent. BW: 420 grams (Light).
Imported by Swirlbev. Distributed locally by Dionysos Imports.
Tuscany, Italy, $26
This is a lovely sangiovese, with silky texture and the flavor of cocoa-dusted dried cherries. Rosso di Montepulciano refers to the town of Montepulciano in Tuscany, not the montepulciano grape common in Abruzzo. This wine and the top-line Vino Nobile di Montepulciano are made with Tuscany's famous sangiovese grape. ABV: 13 percent. BW: 390 grams (Light).
Imported by Demeine Estates. Distributed locally by RNDC.
Prices are approximate. For availability, check Wine.com, Wine-searcher.com and the websites and social media feeds of the wineries, importers, distributors, and your favorite local wine store. You can also ask your local retailer to order wines from the distributors listed. Bottle weight is included, because this is the single most important contributor to wine's carbon footprint. Have wine questions for Dave McIntyre? Send them to Food@washpost.com.
 Good: The wine delivers what it promises at a fair price. If it says chardonnay, it tastes like chardonnay.
 Excellent: A wine with character and added interest. May elevate your eyebrows at the first sip.
 Extraordinary: An exciting wine that stands out from others in its class. Fist-pumping, table-thumping good.
 Sublime: Otherworldly. May have you thinking, "So this is what they were talking about."
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When it comes to obesity, ultra-processed foods aren't the only culprit
Processing is a tool to produce the kinds of foods we can't resist, and that's the root of the obesity crisis.
By Tamar Haspel | 2024-11-07

(Illustration by Cece Pascual/The Washington Post; iStock/The Washington Post)


When we talk about ultra-processed foods, the word "addictive" gets thrown around a lot, but when it's the chief U.S. food and drug regulator doing the throwing, perhaps it's time to ask whether UPFs, or any foods, earn the A-word.
Robert Califf, commissioner of the Food and Drug Administration, came down hard on ultra-processed foods in September: "I am personally convinced that there's a significant part of ultra-processing which creates addictive behavior," he said at a webinar. (His remarks came to my attention thanks to reporting by Food Fix Editor in Chief Helena Bottemiller Evich.)
Are some foods actually addictive?
The answer is straightforward and, you might think, inconsequential: It depends entirely on your definition of "addictive."
And the column could end right here, except that the conversation about what makes food either addictive, or compelling but not addictive (depending on your definition), gets to the heart of how we've gotten obesity wrong.
In that way, the addiction question is about as consequential as it gets.
First, let's get the definition problem out of the way. You will be shocked, shocked to learn that ... drumroll, please ... experts disagree.
The American Psychological Association, American Psychiatric Association and American Medical Association all use different definitions, but none are as pithy as the good old Oxford English Dictionary: "Physically and mentally dependent on a particular substance."
Michael Moss, the Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist who wrote "Hooked: Food, Free Will, and How the Food Giants Exploit Our Addictions," uses none of the above. Instead, he opts for one he took from a former CEO of tobacco company Philip Morris, who, you have to admit, should know. By that definition -- "a repetitive behavior that some people find difficult to quit" -- some food sure looks like it qualifies.
Although I am perfectly willing to bring my non-expert judgment to bear to adjudicate disagreements among experts (see: potatoes), I'm not going to do that. I'm going to let the experts disagree, and you should pick whatever definition seems right to you. What matters here is how food appeals to us, not what you call that appeal.
And, boy, does it appeal to us. By design. Moss chronicled that design in his previous book, "Salt Sugar Fat," which I think is required reading for anyone trying to make sense of our food environment. He dived deeper into just how well the design strategy worked in "Hooked."
I talked to him about it, and he started with the fundamental mismatch that is at the root of our obesity problem. "We are built not just to eat but to overeat," he said. We're a species optimized for scarcity, and eating voraciously and omnivorously is an excellent survival strategy when food is hard to come by. The problem, Moss said, is that the food industry has tapped into that drive by "changing the nature of our food to make overeating an everyday thing."
"Hooked" takes a long, hard look at how foods do that. They tap into our brain's reward system. They leverage our dopamine response. They lead us to lose a sense of control over how much, or how often, we eat.
Moss ticked off some of the industry's strategies: Companies make food calorie-dense, cheap and delicious, all the while working to create, and then capitalize on, food-related memories. "That's why Coke and Pepsi pay so much for pouring rights at ballparks," Moss said. They want us to associate ballgames with their products; it's how the people trying to sell us more food condition us to eat.
They also leverage the human tendency to eat more when there's a wide variety of food available. Perhaps you've seen the many flavors of Cheerios, Doritos or Go-Gurt. In "Hooked," Moss  described the grocery store as "a place designed to exploit our biological pull toward variety, with its fifty thousand products."
People are arguing about whether all that adds up to "addictive," but what's important here is what they're not arguing about: the power of food's pull.
Then why, why, why is the lion's share of the obesity debate still about satiety and macronutrients and hormones and the gut microbiome? That debate is often framed by a rundown of how our food environment has changed, and the 24/7 availability of foods deliberately designed to tempt us, but then the conversation turns to ... carbohydrate metabolism. Protein dilution. Insulin spikes. Probiotics. We get measurements of insulin resistance, of glucose tolerance, of cholesterol levels. It's all metabolic health, all the time. Or, at least, most of the time.
Of course, there's not a bright line between our brain and our metabolism, our reward system and our digestive system; each affects the other. We eat for pleasure and we eat for energy, and those things are different but interrelated. Still, I think experts and non-experts alike differentiate between eating from hunger and eating because you're constantly surrounded by food designed to drive overeating.
Just in the couple weeks I was working on this column, I came across two stories that are emblematic of the problem. The first was about Burger King's new "Big Dip," an 8-ounce vat of Hidden Valley Ranch dressing that comes free with any sandwich. For context, a Whopper has 660 calories, and the usual, 1-ounce, sauce container has 140. The Big Dip has almost twice the calories of the burger.
The second was about Starbucks, and how the coffeehouse chain is turning kids into regular customers by offering sweet, candy-colored drinks. A grande Mango Dragonfruit Lemonade Refresher has 140 calories, nearly all from sugar.  Journalists Deena Shanker and Daniela Sirtori report  for Bloomberg News on how teenagers are a "key customer cohort" that  Starbucks can hang on to for a good long time. If you're wondering how well that strategy works, one of the kids they quoted described her Starbucks habit as "an addiction."
Although the problem has, at least lately, been pegged to ultra-processed foods, the siren song of cheap, convenient, ubiquitous food isn't limited to those. Lots of foods that don't meet the definition (and, of course, definitions for this vary, too) can tap into our reward circuitry. The potato chips that came with my lunch the other day have three ingredients: potatoes, oil and salt. And the local bakery has a few things that are hard to put down. On the flip side, some ultra-processed foods aren't designed to be overeaten; a group of researchers, including government scientists, published a paper last year that constructed a perfectly healthful diet in which 91 percent of the calories came from UPFs.
The problem isn't UPFs per se. Processing is just a tool to produce the calorie-dense, uber-convenient, irresistibly flavored foods that really are the problem.
And everyone agrees that they're a problem! So I'm going to ask the same question I've been asking for at least a decade: How is a food environment stacked with those foods insufficient to explain our obesity epidemic? I've never seen a data point that was inconsistent with the idea that the lion's share of the blame for our diets goes to the qualities of food and our food environment that are at the heart of the addiction debate.
It's not the carbohydrates. Or the seed oils or the gluten or even the processing. It's the food.
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Pizza beans on toast is comfort food when you need it quick
Simmer white beans in garlicky marinara, spoon them on garlic toast, add cheese and broil until melted for this riff on a beloved Smitten Kitchen recipe.
By Daniela Galarza | 2024-11-07

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Carolyn Robb for The Washington Post)


This column comes from the Eat Voraciously newsletter. Sign up here to get one weeknight dinner recipe, tips for substitutions, techniques and more in your inbox Monday through Thursday.
Before this week's presidential election, before the coronavirus pandemic, before TikTok, before the long fight for marriage equality was won -- join me as I zoom all the way back to the fall of 2014. That is when Deb Perelman, the recipe developer and writer behind Smitten Kitchen, one of the nicest places on the internet, brought a casserole dish of stewed beans covered in a blanket of melted cheese to a potluck.
Get the recipe: Pizza Beans on Toast
"Most of us know the number one rule of cooking for a crowd: don't make anything new or scary," Perelman wrote in her second cookbook, "Smitten Kitchen Every Day," noting that embarking upon and then serving a labor-intensive or complex dish like a crown roast or souffle might "send you into a vibe-ruining tizzy."
For several reasons, but mostly because it was what she "was in the mood to cook that day," Perelman broke that rule to make a dish inspired by Greek gigantes plaki, or big white beans baked in a tomato sauce seasoned with garlic, herbs and warm spices.
She envisioned "a mash-up of a giant-beans-in-tomato-sauce dish from Greece and American-style baked ziti, with beans instead of noodles." (Longtime Smitten Kitchen fans will agree: Perelman's a genius.) "Tomato-Braised Gigante Bean Gratin" was a mouthful, but it was accurate and, more importantly, tasted great.
But when Perelman tried to get her then-kindergartener son to taste it, there was, let's say, some resistance. "I do not like beans," he declared, unmoved by his mother's entreaties -- "You're going to love these." "You should try them! You'll see!" -- until she realized that it wasn't the dish, it was the marketing. "There's tomato sauce," she said, "and look at all of that cheese on top... It's just like pizza." And that's how Pizza Beans was born.
I clicked over to smittenkitchen.com on Sept. 26, 2017, and read the title of that day's blog post: "pizza beans." Simple, evocative, instantly appealing. I made the saucy, cheesy beans that evening and ate them for the next several days. Like a lot of recipes I've found on Smitten Kitchen, it's one I've made many, many times. Almost every time, I've tweaked the original recipe, swapping ingredients in and out; experimenting with different seasonings and sauce bases, a variety of cheeses, other types of beans; and adding chicken sausage or bits of crisp bacon, mushrooms and bell pepper, pepperoni or anchovies.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Carolyn Robb for The Washington Post)


When I reached Perelman recently by phone, she said she doesn't make Pizza Beans as often as she used to. "Unfortunately since then, I've had another child and she's lukewarm on beans," she explained. But then, after thinking about it for a minute, she realized she's been making some rendition of that recipe for years. "I've done baked black beans with a salsa base. I've done French onion baked lentils and farro. I've done braised chickpeas with zucchini and pesto that gets dollops of burrata or ricotta on top," Perelman said, noting that she sometimes creates new dishes by simply swapping ingredients in favorite formulas. "There are a lot of fun ways you can riff around with ingredients. I love doing that." She gave me her blessing, too. "I'm thrilled that people love it enough to play around with it, to have fun with it."
The original recipe can be made in less than an hour -- if you've never made it, please do -- but here I am sharing a speedier version.
Perelman suggests serving the baked casserole of stewed beans with pieces of garlic bread. In this variation, you'll quickly stew a can of white beans in doctored jarred marinara (Rao's won our blind taste test and has long been my go-to), spread them onto pieces of crusty garlic toast, sprinkle some cheese on top, and slide the mess under the broiler until the cheese is melty and bubbly and maybe a little burnished. The whole thing takes less than 30 minutes, because sometimes you want food that's ostensibly virtuous yet comforting as soon as possible.
Get the recipe: Pizza Beans on Toast
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Ask Sahaj: How do I support a struggling friend without giving her money?
A friend is struggling -- mostly due to her own bad choices -- and this letter writer is tired of supporting her through it. 
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2024-11-07

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Dear Sahaj: D and I have been friends for 30 years, through moving, divorce, and more. She had a stroke four years ago and her husband died shortly after from covid. She quit her job since she couldn't handle it. I was by her side constantly -- crying, laughing, always nonjudgmental and ready to do whatever she needed. Together, we went through her whole house (husband was a hoarder), she sold it and moved far away for a new start. I was devoted to her well-being these past three years.
Since then, she has blown through all the money -- life insurance, sale of house and retirement -- to live beyond her means without getting a job. It's not my place to judge how devastating it is to lose a spouse. I figured that she's a smart person and would work again when she was ready. Then, she had a heart attack and is now disabled. She can't work, she can't afford her apartment, and she has no one to rely on.
Now, I am starting to feel judgmental. She's getting friends to pay her bills. I am not comfortable with that at all. She made one bad decision after another and now she's really in a bind. I'm at a loss for what to say to her. I know she wants me to offer to give her money, but I don't want to, and my husband would never agree anyway.
I am so sympathetic, but I'm also tired. I feel like an awful friend for wanting to pull away, especially since we've been through a lot together, but she's made so many bad choices. Should I have told her all along that I didn't agree? It seems mean to point out all the wrong turns she made after the fact. How do I support her without giving her money?
-- Supportive
Supportive: It's clear your empathy for D's struggles has run out. You say you were "devoted to her well-being" which may mean you've done more in the friendship than you've been comfortable with and now you're feeling resentful for not having better boundaries. Setting boundaries with D doesn't mean you abandon your friendship; it means you find a way to be her friend without abandoning your own needs or comfort.
You feel judgmental of D because you strongly believe there is a right and wrong way for her to be handling her struggles, but you want to take a step back and focus on your friendship rather than "pointing out wrong turns." Yes, she needs support, but that does not mean you have to fix her problems for her. After all, there's a difference between enabling and supporting D. Enabling involves protecting her from the consequences of her actions, making excuses for her, and generally doing things for her that she should be doing herself. Supporting is about listening to D, guiding her to resources, and encouraging her independence. This reframe may force you to interrogate this sense of responsibility you feel and the guilt that is connected to it.
Spend some time considering exactly how you're willing to be supportive to D, then communicate that to her. You may decide you are able to offer a listening ear for only a set amount of time a week. Or you may decide you want to encourage her to use resources available to her. These can be things such as Social Security benefits, resources for support as a person with a disability, financial counseling and credit counseling, or even local resources in her area for food and transportation needs. Resist helping where you are not comfortable but offer support where you are. For instance, the next time she continues to vent about the same issue on the phone you may say something like, "I know things continue to be hard for you. I want to be honest, it's really hard for me to keep talking about this. I was wondering whether you'd be open to collaboratively looking up a resource on [specific issue] together?" Or, "I want to support you in getting the help you need right now. I recently learned about these free financial counseling services. Can I share them with you?"
More generally, it sounds as if a new dynamic has emerged over the past few years in which you are always available for her to lean on, but you are not being nurtured or appreciated in ways you need. Be honest with yourself about how D's struggles have been impacting your friendship. For example, maybe you are worried about her and have been showing up more tentatively with her because of it. Or maybe you have more walls up because you are scared for her to finally ask you for money. Whatever it is, it's clear you want to say something. So instead of focusing on what you think she should be doing, start the conversation with how you are feeling. This may sound like, "I want to be supportive, but I am really worried about you and it's impacting how honest I feel I can be with you." Or, "When you share about your financial struggles, I feel as if you're hoping I'll offer you money. I love you, but this is not something I am comfortable with."
If you still feel stuck with what to say, use it! Name these feelings ("I feel helpless" or "I don't know what to say...") with her. Going back to the basics in your friendship can help you find common ground, be more honest, and integrate your needs and capacity into the dynamic. Good luck!
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Miss Manners: Was I rude to mind my business?
Did the letter writer do the right thing by quickly passing by their injured professor who was getting the help she needed?
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2024-11-07
Dear Miss Manners: I was walking in the humanities building of the university where I am a graduate student. I turned the corner of the hallway that leads to the offices and saw one of my professors lying in the middle of the hall at the bottom of a few steps. She had two other professors around her, and I could hear that they believed she had sprained an ankle (I assume from tripping down the stairs).
I needed to get by them to get to my office, so I said "excuse me" and walked by. I now wonder: Was that was rude of me? Should I have stopped and inquired further? I mean, the situation was clearly under control and it was not an emergency. My presence would likely have only made my professor uncomfortable (she did catch my eye and I could tell that she felt this way already).
Should I have chosen an alternate path? I wasn't exactly stepping over her to get to my office, but it was pretty close.
Your haste to get to your office may have demonstrated a commendable commitment to your studies. But Miss Manners suspects a quick stop to inquire if any further assistance was needed would not have done any lasting damage to your GPA.
Dear Miss Manners: My father, my three siblings and I are having a surprise 80th birthday party for my mother. One of her cousins responded that they were coming, but also asked what restaurant my mom likes, because she wants to bring a gift card for her.
My parents don't need anything and I know my mom would prefer not to receive gifts. I politely responded that it was a very nice thought, but no gifts were necessary. She said that I should tell her the name of a restaurant, because she was going to bring a gift card regardless. Is it rude on my part to ask people not to bring gifts? Or should she back down?
No. Yes. But isn't your real question: How do I get this cousin to stop pestering me?
Miss Manners has an answer for that one, too, which is, "You know, I'm not sure she would actually use it."
Dear Miss Manners: A woman my husband works with bought him five work shirts. (This is something that happens quite often with this co-worker.) I told him that I felt it was inappropriate, and that he should give them back. But he likes the shirts, and decided that rather than giving them back, he would go ahead and wear them. He even went and bought another one on his own, and it turns out each one cost over $100.
There is a whole load of context here, but I don't think there's any need to share all of that.
No doubt. You might ask your husband how he would feel about a male co-worker who purchased expensive jewelry for you.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2024 Judith Martin
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Carolyn Hax: 'Third-time loser' balks at going solo to 1st wife's holiday dinner
After third divorce, a parent dreads the holidays with remarried first wife and their kids in her "suburban Barbie dream house."
By Carolyn Hax | 2024-11-07

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Adapted from an online discussion.
Dear Carolyn: At the grand age of 48, I am now facing my third divorce and feeling pretty low about it. I mean, when that third marriage goes belly up, you have to face the fact that the one constant has been you, right?
My more immediate problem is what to do about holidays. My first wife, "Maggie," and I have two teenage children together, and for the past 12 years -- ever since my second marriage -- I've usually had dinner at her house. I've always felt as if Maggie and I have been in competition about whose life turned out better, and I'm not looking forward to showing up alone at her suburban Barbie dream house while she parades her happy marriage in front of me.
I told my mom this since she usually goes with me to dinner, and she's telling me to suck it up and go for my children's sake.
My ask is twofold: How do I get over feeling like such a loser because of this latest divorce, and should I do what my mother says even if I anticipate a miserable time?
-- Third-Time Loser
Third-Time Loser: The only -- and I mean only -- losery thing I see here is treating any of this as a competition. Stop. Life is life. You can't have a competition without both of you, so opt out. Now. Completely. (Plus, racing to marriage gets divorcey.)
I'd say do it for your own sanity, but really do it for your kids. They're watching all of this play out, absorbing lessons whether they realize it or not, and the lesson they need so badly from you is one of self-acceptance. Radical self-acceptance. That means finding things to like about yourself and your choices, to be proud of, and to want your kids to absorb.
Your call, but here are some ideas:
* You keep believing in love and life and getting right back out there. Good for you.
* You keep showing up for these holiday dinners even though it's hard for you. Great lesson.
* You are willing to accept that you're the common denominator. Wanna know how many people would be looking elsewhere to pin the blame? It's not zero.
* Also not zero, the number who would hang on to a nonworking third marriage just to avoid having to admit going 0 for 3.
I could keep going; coming up with spin ideas is like an optimist's word game. (Hey -- I just spun spin.) Point being, the divorces happened, and there is no point whatsoever in flogging yourself for that now. Think humor, think joy, think how much better people feel about others when they're at peace with their frailties, spectacular or otherwise.
You are a person whose learning curve looks like a metropolitan transit map. Alrighty then! I am sure you are also good company, a thoughtful and devoted parent, and good to your mommy. That, my friend, is a lot.
Readers have more:
* Omg. My ex-spouse went nuclear after the divorce, and I can't imagine spending a holiday with them and our kids. You have fostered at least a decent relationship, and that's something for which to pat yourself on the back.
* Did this competition influence who you dated after Maggie? Did you want to show Maggie you could look better to the world? If you care, you're still enmeshed in some way that you need to sort out before you date again. It's not healthy.
* Go. Your kids want you there. I loved that no matter how weird it was, my mom and dad rallied to spend big events together with us.
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Asking Eric: Boyfriend's a workaholic and secretive about his finances
A letter writer feels "bored and uninspired" about their relationship and is contemplating breaking up with their boyfriend.








By R. Eric  Thomas | 2024-11-07
Dear Eric: I'm 51 years old. I've been dating "John" for two and a half years now. After a year, he moved in to help with the mortgage. Most of the time he pays but if he misses a month and I ask about it, he gets angry which I find to be a very strange reaction.
If I ever get mad about something he turns around and gets mad at me and often blames me.
Most of the time he works from home and is on many Zoom calls a day. He says the work is better than he could have imagined. But in this time, we have been on zero vacations together. When I ask him about taking a trip together, he always says I should go because he is too busy and to stop being antagonistic.
We have had dinner with mutual friends less than 10 times. He seems to be a workaholic. He likes to watch movies with me and occasionally have dinner out together. I'm flattered he wants to spend time with me but sad we have no community together. I feel bored and uninspired.
He doesn't share anything about his financial situation. He is very secretive. When his parents are in town, he has dinner with them at 5 p.m. six nights a week for a couple months. I find this excessive.
I don't know if we should break up or stay together.
-- Not Sure About Being Single Again
Not Sure: Not to be too blunt but I'm confused about what you're getting out of this relationship. Part of the reason for the move was financial, but he is inconsistent and angry about mortgage payments. He makes a lot of time for his parents and work, but no time to build a relationship with you.
There's a difference between being a workaholic and being a person who isn't prepared to be an equal partner in a relationship. It seems he's the latter and if he isn't interested in learning how to show up for you, you have to show up for yourself and show him the door.
You write that you're flattered when he spends time with you. But spending time with you isn't doing you a favor, it's something that he should want to do and be proactive about. You deserve that.
Dear Eric: Over the last 30 some years, I have been very generous with a sibling who has never been in very good financial shape.
I have sensed a certain contempt from her and her family about my generosity. I get a thank you or an acknowledgment maybe half the time.
She is very short-tempered and regularly needles me about things that happened 20 or 30 years ago, snarky comments about stupid little things I did that made her angry.
After many years of letting it go, I find myself very angry about her ungratefulness and her attitude toward me. I have always felt sorry for her and wanted to make her life better but maybe in doing so I've made her feel bad about herself.
We have not spoken in almost a year. I realize the only thing I can control is my own behavior, so I have drastically cut back on the amount of money I give her.
But I hate feeling angry and resentful toward her, and I would love to be able to find a way to move forward and let go of all of this negative emotion. I don't really even know if she is aware that I'm upset.
-- Funding Family
Family: Money talks, but it mumbles a lot, so we have to be especially clear in our communications around it. Cutting back on your generosity is fine, but it's not going to get at the root issue and is likely to be misconstrued.
It will help a lot if you can both have a conversation that's focused on the way you feel about each other and about your relationship. You need a place to work through your resentment and she likely does, too.
Before you reach out to her, think about what you actually want. It may be as simple as a thank you. But I suspect it's more complicated than that. Is there a part of you that's hurt by her response to you or her snarky comments? Is there frustration that the money you gave didn't stop the hurt? Ask yourself what would make you feel valued in this relationship.
You write that she may not even know you're upset; that's painful to read because it suggests that she's not extending you the same thought and care that you're extending her.
Sort through your feelings and figure out what's your responsibility to sort through solo and what you can bring to your conversation with her.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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My husband won't stop lying. Hax readers give advice.
Husband lies on a regular basis and claims it's to protect people's feelings. His spouse wonders if this is fixable.
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2024-11-06

(The Washington Post)


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: After many years of marriage, I have finally come to the realization that my husband lies to me on a regular basis. He has been caught lying about small things and about really big things. He also keeps secrets and "forgets" to tell me things. This first came to light many years ago, and he promised to be more honest.
I have discovered (mostly by happenstance) that he continues to lie to me. Our grown children also complain that he lies to them on occasion. When confronted, he will claim he lies to avoid hurting my feelings, or that he didn't "intend" to hurt me.
He's otherwise a genuinely warm and caring person, but I no longer trust him since I never know if he's being truthful or dishonest. I feel disrespected and betrayed each time I catch him in another lie. Is there any reason to hope he might change? Can therapy help someone learn to be more truthful?
-- Lied To
Lied To: There doesn't seem to be any strong reason internally or externally for your husband to stop lying. His family continues to relate to him despite his transgressions. And there have been no actions on his part demonstrating a real effort to change. This means your two choices here are to remain with him and continue to be lied to or stop experiencing the lying by leaving the relationship.
Obviously neither of these options achieves what you had hoped for, a relationship with your husband without the lying. It does give you an opportunity to judge what is most important to you. For me, honesty is one of the base requirements for a healthy relationship, which colors my sense of your choices: a relationship at a great cost, or no relationship and a healthier day-to-day existence.
-- Rooting for Honesty
Lied To: I grew up in a family that taught me to lie. Lies were used for everything: to get what you want, to tell people what they wanted to hear, to make people like you. It took my lies embarrassing me deeply to lead me to a therapist who helped me understand why I lied.
I suggest that you have a serious conversation with your husband to find out where the lying has come from and why he lies. See if he is willing to see a therapist and dig deep into why he lies, what he thinks it gets him and how to stop. It is something he will have to work at for the rest of his life, but with your help and the help of your children, he will live a better life.
-- Beth R
Lied To: In my experience, yes, people can learn to be more truthful. My husband was a chronic liar. It stemmed from a severely traumatic childhood, which left him terrified of "getting in trouble." These weren't small lies. For example, he lied for months about looking for jobs. What saved our marriage was that when I caught him in a lie, he never doubled down, turned it back on me, got angry, blamed my feelings, lied about lying, or denied accountability. It took years of therapy and (most of all) the right medications for him to build up the resilience required to be open and vulnerable.
It's like that old Dad joke, "How many therapists does it take to change a lightbulb? One, but the lightbulb has to want to change." Your husband has got to want to change, but it sounds to me like he thinks his behavior is fine and just wants you all to shut up about it.
-- Been There
Lied To: He has shown that he either has no respect for the truth or for you (or both). You've given him many years to change, and he hasn't. Individual or couples therapy may help him, but only if he wants to make changes in his life and needs a safe space to explore how to make them.
I suggest individual therapy for you so you can explore your options, including those that involve leaving him if you can't continue in a relationship where the foundation of trust is broken. It's up to you to figure out if you need to be able to trust your spouse to remain in a happy marriage. That's where the therapy will be most likely to help.
-- Options
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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Cooking chat: Is blue cheese that grew more mold safe to eat?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2024-11-06

(Laura Chase de Formigny for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which G. Daniela Galarza shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Dining chat: I was charged $100 after four of us canceled our reservation 
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.
By Tom Sietsema | 2024-11-06
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Savory cottage cheese pancakes are protein-packed and ready in minutes
These savory cottage cheese pancakes are loaded with cabbage and onion, and aromatic with fresh dill.
By Ellie Krieger | 2024-11-06

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


The word "pancakes" may trigger thoughts of sweet, fruity breakfasts for most, but there is a whole world of savory dinner pancakes beckoning more attention, and I am personally smitten with them.
Get the recipe: Cottage Cheese Pancakes With Cabbage and Dill
My first bites of okonomiyaki from a street vendor in Tokyo, when I was in my teens, were eye-opening and still live vividly in my mind, as do the ham-and-cheese-filled buckwheat crepes I had in France years later. Then there are the potato latkes I grew up eating, the recipe for which, my dad tells me, is my inheritance. The idea of using an eggy batter to bind a selection of vegetables and proteins, then cooking them quickly in a skillet gets my mind reeling with ideas.
These pancakes are a product of such reeling. They would be right at home in a trendy TikTok video, since they are made with cottage cheese -- the high-protein ingredient du jour. But they actually remind me of my grandfather, who ate cottage cheese nearly daily, as a snack mixed with sour cream and sliced banana, or mounded on top of a chopped salad and seasoned with lots of black pepper. Cottage cheese has always been "in" in my family -- it was only a matter of time before I worked it into savory pancake form.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


In this recipe, cottage cheese is mixed with beaten eggs and a little whole-wheat flour, forming a base to bind heaps of sauteed onion and cabbage, which is flavored with fresh dill and generously seasoned with freshly ground black pepper (my grandfather would approve).
Dropped in rounds onto a hot skillet, these vegetable-packed pancakes have just enough binding to hold the deeply browned onion and softened, yet still slightly crunchy, cabbage together in fritter form.
After just a couple of minutes in the skillet, the pancakes come out golden brown, with crisped edges, ready for a dollop of creamy yogurt and a sprinkle of dill. They make for a quick, satisfying, protein-rich meal any time of day, and are an invitation to give savory pancakes their turn in the sun.
Get the recipe: Cottage Cheese Pancakes With Cabbage and Dill
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The 34 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Get a jump on holiday celebrations with light displays and international markets, honor veterans at memorials, or settle in at free film festivals.
By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2024-11-07
Are you ready for the holidays? While it seems far too early to be thinking about Christmas and Hanukkah, the area's holiday light displays and festive markets come roaring back this weekend, ranging from a festival and market at the Czech Embassy to fireworks over the Potomac at National Harbor. Monday is Veterans Day, which brings patriotic tributes and music at Arlington National Cemetery as well as memorials on the Mall. But this weekend also brings film festivals dedicated to HBCUs and Romania; a festival of Cold War cars at the International Spy Museum; sideshow performers at Yards Park; a Billie Eilish look-alike contest; tastings of pumpkin beers and sherry; and plenty of vintage shopping, including a pop-up at one of D.C.'s most beloved stores.
Romanian Film Festival at E Street Cinema
"The largest Romanian film festival in the U.S." is back in D.C. for a fifth year, sponsored by the Embassy of Romania. The standout is "Three Kilometers to the End of the World," winner of the Queer Palm as the top LGBTQ+ film at the Cannes Film Festival, and Romania's official submission to the Academy Awards. It screens Sunday at 7 p.m., followed by a discussion with director Emanuel Parvu. Six films are shown over four days, all with subtitles and a post-screening Q&A session with directors or actors. No tickets or RSVPs are required, so show up early to make sure you get a good seat. Through Sunday. Free.
Pumpkin Beer Week at Dacha Beer Garden
Changing leaves and (somewhat) cooler temperatures mean it's time to indulge in seasonal delights, like a mug of malty, spicy pumpkin beer. Over the next week, the Dacha Beer Gardens in Navy Yard and Shaw are featuring pumpkin-based brews on tap: seven offerings in Shaw, including Dogfish Head, Schlafly and Shipyard, and a different trio, from DC Brau, Saranac and Two Roads, at Navy Yard. Through Nov. 13. Prices vary.
Soulection at the Howard Theatre
A major proponent of the line-blurring in R&B, hip-hop and electronic music, Soulection is a musical collective that has released dozens of projects and served as a touring entity and broadcast platform on Apple Music radio. One of its most prominent collaborators is Sango, a DJ-producer who has worked with everyone from Tinashe to Frank Ocean. He'll be joined by collaborator Rochelle Jordan, a singer-songwriter who has gone even farther down the clubland rabbit hole in her own music: Her excellent 2021 album "Play With the Changes" paired her luscious voice with ravey tracks powered by the beats of house and drum-and-bass. 8 p.m. $32.50-$50.
Side Yards at Yards Park
The Yards is bringing its quirky carnival back to the shores of the Anacostia, where neighbors and visitors can expect to see Mexican wrestlers join the sideshow crew of sword swallowers, magicians, jugglers and contortionists, thanks to the luchadores from Lucha Libre Promotions. The family-friendly event includes activities that appeal to little ones, like face painting, glitter tattoos and an artist who whips up interactive bubble art, and adults can groove to a DJ and visit nearby restaurants for food and drinks. 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. Free.
Winter Walk of Lights at Meadowlark Botanical Garden
We have more than six weeks until the main event, but it's beginning to look a lot like Christmas this weekend, with some walk-through displays and attractions starting to turn on the lights. Meadowlark Botanical Gardens in Vienna is one of our favorite places to enjoy getting back to nature, but you'll see its ponds and flower beds in a new way during the holiday season. The annual Winter Walk of Lights includes whimsical scenes with 12-foot-tall flowers and illuminated koi longer than a car, a singing tree, and what look like miles of strung lights, perfect for photo ops. The paved trail is just 0.6 miles long, making it doable for small children or kids in strollers, and there's an optional stop by a fire pit for s'mores and warming cocoa (spiked or not). Even if you think it's too early for Christmas lights, keep Meadowlark in mind: The trail is open nightly through Jan. 5, including on all holidays. Daily through Jan. 5. Open 5:30 to 10 p.m. through Dec. 5 and 5 to 10 p.m. beginning Dec. 6. $18; free for children younger than 2.
HBCU First Look Film Festival at Howard University
Returning for a second year, this film festival at Howard's Blackburn Center comes with a theme: "A Celebration of Black Cinema x Activism." Attendees can catch screenings by filmmakers of color; attend career development sessions; and watch panels with producers Faith Jenkins and Nkechi Okoro Carroll, comedians Loni Love and Kym Whitley, director David E. Talbert, and more. Friday from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Saturday from 9 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. Free.
Rock'n Shop'n with the Rock-a-Sonics at Pyramid Atlantic Art Center
There will be both rocking and shopping Friday night at Hyattsville's Pyramid Atlantic Art Center, that much is true. Browse paintings, screen prints, calendars and other items for sale at artist pop-up booths or in Pyramid's studios -- from around two dozen artists in all -- then dance to local rockabilly group the Rock-a-Sonics in Pyramid's main gallery. 6:30 to 11 p.m. $15 in advance; includes one drink.
31st annual Northern Virginia Christmas Market at Dulles Expo Center
Have you figured out the perfect present for your partner, parent or best friend yet? No? What are you waiting for? The Northern Virginia Christmas Market has been helping to jump-start holiday shopping for more than three decades. It brings 300 artists selling pottery, candles, jewelry, bath products, pet accessories, doll clothes, snacks -- honestly, something has to be on someone's list. (You can see the whole list of exhibitors here.) There's a lot to see, which is why tickets cover admission for the whole weekend. Friday and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. $9; free for children 11 and younger.
Nikka Costa at Union Stage
After a career as a child singer, Nikka Costa reemerged in the early 2000s delivering a fiery mix of funk-soul-pop-rock somewhere between Betty Davis and Janis Joplin. Thanks to placements on TV and film, funky ditties like "Like a Feather" and "Everybody Got Their Something" and spaced-out ballads like "So Have I For You" have lived on. Now, after a few hiatuses from the business, Costa has returned again with "Dirty Disco," adding the rubbery grooves of its titular genre to the mix. 7 p.m. $25-$100.
International holiday markets
One of the joys of the holiday season in Washington is shopping for gifts from our international community. It may feel early, but three of the area's annual markets are held Saturday. The Czech Christmas Market, held indoors and out at the Czech Embassy in Van Ness, is known as a place to purchase colorful glass ornaments and crystal accessories and also features vendors with Czech and Slovak books, photographs and other items. Traditional food and drinks (including beer, mulled wine and spirits) are available for purchase, while children perform traditional Slavic holiday songs and lambs and goats are available to pet. 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Free; registration required.
The Danish Club of Washington marks its 61st annual Danish Christmas Bazaar at St. Elizabeth's Church in Rockville with a selection of holiday decorations, candles and Advent calendars; handmade embroidery; Danish tableware and jewelry; and a wide selection of food to take home or eat on-site. Don't miss the cooking demonstrations, and kids can play with Legos. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free.
The Icelandic Association of Washington D.C. sponsors the annual Icelandic Christmas Bazaar at American Legion Post 177 in Fairfax, with tables full of Scandinavian items -- warm wool sweaters and gloves, ornaments, candy, and books and prints -- as well as a cafe serving hot dogs, crepes and sandwiches. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free.
National Harbor Tree Light Show and Fireworks
During the holiday season, National Harbor's focal point is a 60-foot-tall tree overlooking the Potomac River, covered in LED lights. Every 30 minutes, everything comes to a halt for a light show featuring fake snow, a holiday soundtrack recorded by the U.S. Air Force Band, and animations playing across the surface of the tree: marching toy soldiers, spinning dreidels, manic pulses of light. It's even better on Saturday nights, when the 5:30 p.m. tree show is followed by a fireworks show, with a barrage of red, gold and green explosions over the water. We may be three weeks out from Thanksgiving, but National Harbor is getting the tree and fireworks up and running this weekend. Consider it an early holiday date night. Tree show every half-hour from sunset to 9 p.m.; fireworks at 5:30 p.m. Saturdays through Dec. 28. Free.
Parade of Trabants at the International Spy Museum
The Trabant is an unlikely symbol of the end of the Cold War, but it's up there with the Berlin Wall and Checkpoint Charlie. Not because the Trabi is a particularly good car -- its two-stroke engine requires a mix of gasoline and oil, its top speed is not much over 60 mph, and its clunky body is composed of a mix of plastic resin and cotton fibers -- but because of its history as an East German status symbol and a souvenir of the fall of communism. For almost two decades, the International Spy Museum has celebrated the fall of the Berlin Wall with a Parade of Trabants, a rally with Trabis and other Cold War-era vehicles on display outside the museum. There's live German music from the Alte Kameraden Band and a chance to make some Berlin Wall-style graffiti and to try to "escape" across the wall. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
That's So Vintage at Union Market
You don't know what you're going to find at That's So Vintage: a groovy 1960s fur coat, very 1970s wineglasses and dinnerware, '80s dolls and toys, film cameras, retro sunglasses, and vintage restaurant matchbooks. But that's what makes this treasure hunt at Union Market's Dock 5 so much fun. More than 30 dealers are featured each day, without a ton of overlap, so you might want to purchase a weekend pass. Just beware of entry times: Some tickets allow for earlier admission than others. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.; entry times vary. $15-$30 for weekend passes; $5 daily passes.
Sherry Fair at the Square
Spend an afternoon exploring the world of sherry, as downtown food hall the Square puts on a festival dedicated to the fortified wine from southwestern Spain. Sherry expert Chantal Tseng (of D.C.'s now-closed sherry bar Mockingbird Hill) is bringing 10 producers to set up sherry tasting tables (with bottles available for purchase) at Shoals Market in the Square. A ham carver will also be on-site, and a pop-up version of Mount Pleasant cookbook shop Bold Fork Books will sell Spanish cookbooks. Ticket holders can learn how to pour sherry the traditional way and compete among themselves for the best pour. Sherry Fair is the culmination of Sherry Week, with restaurants across the city running special drink menus -- including at the Square's Casa Teresa from Spanish chef Ruben Garcia, where diners can check out a prix fixe menu, sherry cocktails and flights. Noon to 5 p.m. $25.
November Fest at Eastern Market
The neighborhood's usual outdoor market gets a soundtrack this weekend. Catch local bands Rock Creek Kings, Too Much Talent and children's performer Kidsinger Jim outdoors while you shop. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free.
Night of 1,000 Billies at As You Are
Imagine last month's viral Timothee Chalamet look-alike contest reimagined for the sapphic patrons of Capitol Hill's As You Are. You'll get something that, well, looks quite similar -- but with Billie Eilish as the star. Dance to the pop star's hits (including "Lunch," of course) alongside a horde of Billies. 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. Free.
Owl Moon Festival at Black Hill Regional Park
The Boyds, Maryland, wildlife rehabilitation center welcomes visitors to Black Hill Regional Park this weekend for its annual festival. Bring the kids to get up close with raptors and other birds, grab a bite from food trucks, watch wild bird releases, and more. Noon to 4 p.m. Free.
Jim Saah and J. Robbins at Mojomala Books, Records and Cool Stuff
A few years ago, local photojournalist Jim Saah released "In My Eyes," a collection of his amazing images of D.C. punk bands, including Minor Threat, Fugazi, Black Flag and the Dead Kennedys. The book is now into its second printing, and you can hear about some of Saah's favorite photos from the man himself during a slideshow and discussion at Mojomala, a very cool bookstore and record shop in downtown Silver Spring. After Saah finishes, there's a set from musician J. Robbins, whose bands -- including Jawbox and Government Issue -- are pictured in "In My Eyes." 6 to 8:30 p.m. Free.
Jake Blount and Mali Obomsawin at the Kennedy Center
Electronic blips and drum machines jut up against banjo and folk tunes in the new joint effort by artists Jake Blount and Mali Obomsawin, a Smithsonian Folkways release called "Symbiont." The album fuses string instrumentalist Blount's interest in Afrofuturism with composer and bassist-vocalist Obomsawin's focus on Indigenous music traditions as a citizen of the Odanak First Nation. The duo appear on the Kennedy Center's Millennium Stage, with free tickets available online and at the box office on the afternoon of the show. 6 p.m. Free; online advance reservation recommended.
Winter Coat Drive at Franklin Hall
It might not have felt like fall earlier this week, but unseasonable weather is coming. Franklin Hall and its neighbor Cardozo High School are teaming up to collect coats, boots, scarves and gloves for D.C. residents in need. Bring warm, gently used clothing to the Florida Avenue beer hall and you'll receive a drink ticket for each donation. 3 to 5 p.m. Free.
Veterans Day Tour at the National Museum of Health and Medicine
The National Museum of Health and Medicine, which was established as the Army Medical Museum in 1862, is one of the most curious collections in the D.C. area. It displays the bullet that killed Abraham Lincoln and pieces of James Garfield's vertebrae, a leg with elephantiasis, a giant colon, children's skeletons, a piece of floor from an Army field hospital in Iraq. Exhibits tell the story of how the Army's treatment of battlefield injuries has evolved since the Civil War. Visits are self-guided, unless you're with a group or attending on one of the two weekends when the museum has docent-led public tours: Memorial Day and Veterans Day. No RSVP is required, though you might want to bring a strong stomach. 2 p.m. Free.
Miss Pixie's Pop-Up Sale
The vintage store owner Pixie Windsor, who usually sells "furnishings and whatnots," is selling from her personal collection in a pop-up sale at the store's new(ish) Adams Morgan location. Stop by to explore holiday ornaments, books and, of course, whatnots. Noon to 3 p.m. Free.
National Pupusa Day at El Tamarindo
The Salvadoran restaurant at the bottom of Adams Morgan is celebrating National Pupusa Day with live music, pupusa cooking classes and more. Start the day with a workout class (10 a.m.), dance to Latin beats, sip on specialty cocktails at the outdoor tiki bar, and watch folkloric dancers and other showcases of Salvadoran culture. Stick around afterward for a 21-and-up after-party. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
'Artificial Music?' AI and Music Discussion at the Line hotel
How will new technologies influence making and hearing music? A panel of local managers, music lawyers, artists and music writers (including Post contributor Chris Kelly) aims to answer that question and more in a live discussion, followed by a cocktail reception. The event is free, but reservations are required on Partiful. 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Free.
Butch Fever Dance Party at Jackie Lee's
DJs Kristy La Rat, Clamazon, Mothersheister and Dianamatic are your hosts for this "trans-positive, all-gender-inclusive" daytime dance party at Jackie Lee's, which is opening early for the "pro-consensual grinding" event. 3 to 7 p.m. Free-$5.
National Veterans Day Observance at Arlington National Cemetery
Arlington National Cemetery is the site of the 71st annual National Veterans Day Observance, which honors members of the armed forces who have served in war and during peacetime. The public ceremony in the cemetery's Memorial Amphitheater begins with performances by the Marine Band and the Navy Band's Sea Chanters chorus, before a parade of colors from veterans' organizations and remarks by officials. Seating is available on a first-come, first-served basis. Admission to the wreath-laying ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknowns is limited to participants only. 11 a.m. Musical prelude begins at 10:30 a.m.; parking lots open at 8 a.m. Free.
Veterans Day on the National Mall
Memorials on the National Mall or in downtown D.C. have ceremonies on Monday, including a ringing of bells and bugle calls, such as taps and the last post, at the World War I Memorial (11 a.m.); a wreath laying at the World War II Memorial (9 a.m.); a ceremony at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial marking the 40th anniversary of the Three Servicemen statue (1 p.m.); a wreath laying at the U.S. Navy Memorial's Lone Sailor statue (1 p.m.); and a wreath laying at the Korean War Veterans Memorial (3 p.m.). More information about events is available on the National Park Service website.
Honoring Native Veterans at the National Museum of the American Indian
U.S. Air Force veteran Teresa Lynch-Chrapkiewicz, the first Navajo woman to earn a pilot's license, is the featured speaker at the museum's program and will also read her children's book, "The Yaz Tree Recipe: A Navajo Girl's Dream," for a younger audience. Watch Dine Tah' Navajo Dancers perform a traditional bow and arrow dance. The day ends with a presentation of colors and a wreath laying at the National Native American Veterans Memorial, outside on the museum's grounds. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
Mount Vernon Salutes Veterans
Mount Vernon features live music from service bands, interactive history on the Bowling Green and floral tributes at the Washingtons' tomb. Veterans and active-duty service members receive free admission all day. (There are special activities for all ages on Saturday and Sunday, too.) 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free with admission.
Veterans Day at the National Museum of American Jewish Military History
Volunteers at the National Museum of American Jewish Military History will spend Veterans Day putting together care packages for hospitalized veterans. Bring toiletries, socks, hats, games and books (including large print books) -- the museum has collated a wish list -- and assemble packages while watching silent films about World War I, including the 1918 Charlie Chaplin comedy "Shoulder Arms." Noon to 4 p.m. Free.
20 years of Letras Latinas at the Folger Shakespeare Library
Letras Latinas, a literary initiative of the Institute for Latino Studies at the University of Notre Dame, celebrates its 20th anniversary with a poetry reading at the newly renovated Folger Library. The hour-long event spotlights writing from the soon-to-be-released anthology "Latino Poetry: Places We Call Home," with a book sale and signing afterward. Hear from poets Blas Falconer, Valerie Martinez and Dan Vera, while visual artist and poet Sami Miranda serves as a moderator for a conversation following the readings. 7:30 p.m. $20 for in-person tickets, $10 and up for "pay what you will" virtual streaming tickets.
'Summer, 1976' at Studio Theatre
Two luminaries of D.C.'s theater scene will have the stage to themselves during Studio Theatre's upcoming two-woman show "Summer, 1976." Holly Twyford and Kate Eastwood Norris star in this play penned by David Auburn, who also wrote the Pulitzer Prize winner "Proof." Vivienne Benesch is the director of this tale of an improbable but pivotal friendship between two women in an Ohio college town (the time period of which is obvious from the title). Through Dec. 22. $40-$95.
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What haunted the creators of 'The Piano Lesson'
With 'The Piano Lesson,' the legacies of a playwright -- August Wilson -- and a patriarch -- Denzel Washington -- loomed large.
By Helena Andrews-Dyer | 2024-11-07
NEW YORK
It didn't take long for Denzel Washington to realize they didn't need him.
The Oscar winner has made it his mission to bring the works of August Wilson, the great American playwright whose work elevated the everyday lives of Black folks, to the big screen. But the team shooting the third such adaptation -- "The Piano Lesson" -- knew what they were doing. Of course they did. Most of them had learned by watching him.
The actor's son Malcolm  directed "The Piano Lesson." His other son, actor John David, stars in the film alongside actress Danielle Deadwyler ("Till") and Samuel L. Jackson, a noted Wilsonian. His daughter Katia is producing the film alongside the elder Washington and his frequent producing partner, Todd Black. Completing the family tree: Denzel's other daughter, Olivia, and his wife, veteran actress Pauletta Washington, both make cameos.
"'What am I hanging around here for?'" Denzel  recalled asking himself after two weeks of showing up on set in Georgia. "I went home. I was like, 'It's nothing for me to do around here.' I didn't need to stay. They were making a movie."
They were also extending two legacies that have become intertwined.
Denzel won a Tony Award starring in the 2010 Broadway revival of Wilson's "Fences" opposite Viola Davis. After securing the rights from the playwright's estate to adapt Wilson's Pittsburgh Cycle of 10 plays, he directed and starred in the 2016 film version of "Fences," for which Davis won an Oscar. In 2020, Denzel produced "Ma Rainey's Black Bottom," directed by George C. Wolfe and starring Davis and Chadwick Boseman in his final movie role. Next up: "The Piano Lesson," which opens in select theaters Friday before moving to Netflix later this month.

From left: John David Washington, Katia Washington, Pauletta Washington, Malcolm Washington and Denzel Washington attend the premiere of "The Piano Lesson" during the 2024 Toronto International Film Festival on Sept. 10. (Monica Schipper/Getty Images)


By now, the names Washington and Wilson have become as closely associated as Branagh and Shakespeare. Denzel has called the task of bringing Wilson's work to the screen a "privilege and honor, responsibility and duty, and a joy." It is also now a family affair. But letting his children captain the project -- particularly Malcolm in his feature-length directorial debut -- had nothing to do with stepping out on faith.
"There was more than just trust, there was proof," Denzel said. "It's called dailies."

Deadwyler and brothers John David and Malcolm Washington struck a familial vibe as they discussed "The Piano Lesson." "August's works are such complete experiences," Malcolm said. "When you watch them, they kind of lull you in. That was the experience I wanted audiences to have." (Kendall Bessent for The Washington Post) 


Legacy is a funny little concept, isn't it? To have a legacy is a privilege. To maintain it a responsibility. And to be one?
Much like his producer, Malcolm shooed away the sentiment. Please don't call it the family business.
"We think of these things so narrowly," the 33-year-old said recently from a comfortably crowded couch in Netflix's sleek Manhattan office. He sat next to his two stars -- John David, 40, who plays Boy Willie, and Deadwyler, 42, who plays his sister, Berniece.
They struck a familial vibe, elbowing one another playfully and then handing each other tissues when needed as we moved through a winding discussion about the meaning of legacy. "It's the past and the present very much crashing onto each other," Deadwyler explained. Each of them was grappling with collisions like that -- as actors performing in one of Wilson's most famous plays, as African Americans with Southern roots and, yes, as children with a famous last name.
"As Black people, we are all constantly engaging in a history," said Malcolm, who speaks in poetic paragraphs. He considers the widest possible angle when it comes to the work he and his siblings and his parents do. Yes, the Washingtons are all artists, conceded Malcolm. But aren't we all just human beings trying to make sense of the past?
In fact, that exact question is at the core of "The Piano Lesson."
Set in 1936, it's a family drama about generational trauma. At the story's center are Boy Willie and Berniece, who spar over what to do with the family's heirloom piano, carved with the faces of their enslaved ancestors and literally bought with their lives.
The widowed Berniece has brought the piano -- a physical connection to her forebears -- up north to sit untouched in the Pittsburgh home she shares with her uncle and young daughter. Boy Willie arrives from down south to persuade his sister to sell the instrument, which he sees as his inheritance, to help him buy the land their family has worked on for generations. There are good arguments and reopened wounds on both sides. Eventually the past the family has been avoiding arrives in the form of a ghost.

Deadwyler and John David Washington portray siblings Berniece and Boy Willie, who spar over their family's heirloom piano. (David Lee/Netflix)


Summoning ghosts -- the lingering lives of ancestors -- is a way of describing what Wilson did. The playwright often praised as the Black Shakespeare died in 2005 at age 60, having completed his great Century Cycle. Those 10 plays, one for each decade of the 20th century, are mostly set in the Hill District, a historically Black neighborhood of Pittsburgh where Wilson grew up, but they take in a longer history of migrations and travails. They are dedicated to, and contain, the color and contours of Black life in America.
The Washingtons and Deadwyler all said they were changed after witnessing some part of the Pittsburgh Cycle onstage.
Deadwyler is a native of Atlanta who got her start on the stage and has enjoyed a chameleonlike career, appearing in the western "The Harder They Fall" and the apocalyptic miniseries "Station Eleven." She first saw Wilson's "Seven Guitars," about a troubled bluesman, on Broadway in 1996 when she was around 13. She locked into a world (1948 Pittsburgh, in this case) brought to life by actors who looked and sounded like people she loved. "That's when you go, 'My tongue can move in this way. I want to speak in this way,'" she said. "You want to do it like that. That's the pinnacle of the practice."
John David watched his father in 2010 in "Fences" on Broadway and his mother in "Two Trains Running" in Atlanta in 2013.
The former professional football player wasn't calling himself an actor out loud yet. But the voices of Wilson's work stuck with him. He carried them to HB Studio, the performing arts training studio in New York. Performing Wilson's plays in workshops, John David felt closer to the text. "Then once you get into the work, you actually have to dig even deeper. You actually have to get really personal to activate this poetry," he said.
For Malcolm, it was seeing his mother in "Two Trains Running," set in the '60s amid the civil rights movement, and realizing that the theatah wasn't a rarefied or stuffy experience, at least not in Wilson's hands. It could be funny; it could be entertaining.
"You know, you hear the Black Shakespeare thing and you're like, 'Oh, my God. Am I going to understand it?'" Malcolm said. But Wilson makes the colloquial sublime. You have immediate access. You hear your family's kitchen conversation. You're drawn in by familiar language and welcoming laughter. Then, something will unsettle you. Finally, a lesson will emerge -- or simply a question.
"August's works are such complete experiences," Malcolm said. "When you watch them, they kind of lull you in. That was the experience I wanted audiences to have. You think it's far away from you, but somewhere in the middle you realize that your story is in it, too."

Deadwyler's first exposure to Wilson was "Seven Guitars," which won the Pulitzer Prize for drama in 1995. Of portraying his characters, she said: "That's when you go, 'My tongue can move in this way. I want to speak in this way,' You want to do it like that. That's the pinnacle of the practice." (Kendall Bessent for The Washington Post) 



Malcolm Washington makes his full-length directorial debut with "The Piano Lesson," the third Wilson adaption produced by his father, Denzel. (Kendall Bessent for The Washington Post) 



"The Piano Lesson" is, in part, a ghost story. Does John David Washington believe in them? "Yes," he said without hesitation. (Kendall Bessent for The Washington Post) 


Like Wilson's play, Malcolm's "The Piano Lesson" is, in part, a ghost story. Spirits, phantoms, haints -- those are a kind of legacy, too, as real as an heirloom piano. As they riff, the trio consider the question: Do they believe in ghosts?
"Yes," said John David without hesitation, as if the answer were waiting behind bars. For the characters in "The Piano Lesson," the true question is not whether ghosts exist but whether we can live with them. For a project that confronts the past (stolen lives, loves lost) in nearly every scene, a belief in the otherworldly couldn't hurt, right?
"I believe in a presence," John David continued, meaning it quite literally. He often wakes up long before dawn with the weird feeling that someone or something is staring at him. "It's terrifying," he said, but he doesn't interrogate the presence's meaning.
"Sometimes I've been in a zone and when I'm performing, I don't know if it's ghosts, but a spirituality or a supernatural thing has sort of taken over," John David said. "And I welcome it. I don't know if that's like a ghost thing, but it's definitely something supernatural." (Close your eyes and the actor sounds so much like his father -- another presence that's hard to shake.)
When it comes to spirits, Deadwyler just doesn't mess around with them. "It's not even 'I believe,' it's 'I don't play with that. I'm not touching that,'" said the actress. But has she felt the supernatural swirling around her? "No doubt."
Not long ago, Deadwyler bought a property because, she said, her ancestors told her to. It was a few months after "The Piano Lesson" had wrapped and a real estate agent friend suggested she check out some land that was off the market "just to get a feel for what was out there." Red birds came out to greet Deadwyler when she visited. "Big deal," she said. The fish were jumping, too. Another big deal.

Joining John David Washington in the cast of "The Piano Lesson" are Samuel L. Jackson, Michael Potts and Ray Fisher. (David Lee/Netflix)


"You ever seen a red dragonfly?" Deadwyler asked the group. No one had. "Nature decided to come out and welcome me that day." Two days later, the property went back on the market. Now it's hers. "They're there, if we're listening," she said.
Were there any ghosts on set? Perhaps just the ones the artists brought with them.
If making "The Piano Lesson" was itself a kind of lesson -- an exercise in working out the kinks of a family and cultural legacy -- then somebody had to leave that set with something.
Malcolm and Denzel may demur when it comes to the "family business" question, but John David said "The Piano Lesson" allowed him to confront those legacies -- Washington and Wilson -- head-on.

In "The Piano Lesson," Deadwyler's Berniece has relocated from the South to Pittsburgh, where she leaves the titular instrument, a family heirloom, untouched. (Netflix)


"Ever since I can remember anything, I wanted to do this. It's funny that it's a family project and all that. The lesson is that you can do this. That this is your destiny," said John David, who came to acting after an injury ended his football career. His first major credit was starring as a showboating wide receiver in the HBO series "Ballers." Soon came Spike Lee's "BlacKkKlansman" and Christopher Nolan's "Tenet." Big names and big movies. But that didn't mean he felt like he belonged, that he was also part of the legacy.
He feels his place was earned on "The Piano Lesson," which he first performed in on Broadway in 2022. Shooting the movie, John David said, it was family friend and co-star Samuel L. Jackson who emboldened his younger castmates. "[They] basically gave us the green light that said, 'You guys are good enough to do this. You guys got it.'"
At this point in the conversation, Deadwyler was done for. Her co-stars' truths were getting to her; the actress had folded herself almost in half to hide tears. "Oh, you get on my nerves," she whispered as Malcolm handed her a tissue. Once collected, Deadwyler repeated herself loudly, for the record: "I specifically said, 'He gets on my nerves.'"
John David was undeterred. "That's God's honest truth. I feel like I was born to do it because it just feels so good and so natural. There's so much peace. There's the clearing up of any kind of issues I've had before."
That, it seemed, was what it looks and sounds like to have a legacy fulfilled.
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Hugh Grant plays cat-and-mouse with Mormon missionaries in 'Heretic'
A24's latest talky, provocative horror film offers religious debate, gruesome frights and the promise of pie.
By Jen Yamato | 2024-11-07

From left, Chloe East, Hugh Grant and Sophie Thatcher in "Heretic." (Kimberley French/A24)


Mormon missionaries find themselves trapped in the home of a stranger intent on testing their faith in "Heretic." Why are they there? And why does the stranger look like Hugh Grant? Because this darkly humorous, suspense-filled A24 horror outing understands that one of the only things worse than young women having to politely smile through an older man's pedantic ramblings (even if he is Hugh Grant) is realizing there's no escape.
At 64, Grant, the former floppy-haired rom-com cad of the 1990s and 2000s, is at the top of his game here dialing up his diabolical charm. But "Heretic" also gives its thoroughly modern young missionaries more credit than you might expect as they tangle with their calculating interrogator in a battle of wits, faith and survival.
The protective Sister Barnes ("Yellowjackets" star Sophie Thatcher) and wide-eyed Sister Paxton (Chloe East of "The Fabelmans") are proselytizing for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, pretty unsuccessfully, in a small Colorado town. During breaks, they talk with casual curiosity about sex, God and "that 'South Park' musical," which the more worldly Barnes admits she found funny. When Paxton is mocked by local teens for her sacred temple undergarments, however, the glance the two companions share is one of vulnerability and understanding.
By the time they land on the remote doorstep of Grant's Mr. Reed, the sky ominously darkening before a storm, they're only too eager to accept his rare, kindly interest in their well-practiced sales pitch, and his assurances that his wife -- whom they need to be present, per church rules -- is in the kitchen baking a blueberry pie. They can smell it wafting through the home. But is there really a pie? Is there even a Mrs. Reed? And why is the front door suddenly locked, their cell reception dead, leaving them no choice but to venture deeper into the house?
Alarm bells start going off almost immediately as "Heretic" shrewdly introduces doubt about what should be believed. At times, it hints at the supernatural: Are the sisters face to face with a potential convert, a religious hobbyist or the devil himself? Their calling demands politeness despite their growing unease, and "Heretic" has fun building tension from this strained dynamic as Reed's intentions slowly dawn on the women, who must rely on their wits and each other as they suss out his endgame.

Sophie Thatcher as Sister Barnes and Chloe East as Sister Paxton in "Heretic." (Kimberley French/A24)


Written and directed by "A Quiet Place" scribes Scott Beck and Bryan Woods, "Heretic" builds suspense through ideas and argument, allowing both sides to score points when it comes to organized religion. The duo also can't resist sprinkling the phrase "magic underwear" with ludicrous frequency throughout a nearly two-hour run time, but terrific performances from Thatcher and East keep the story grounded as the scares mount; East is especially impressive in how she reveals steely layers to the sheltered Paxton.
The deeper Barnes and Paxton descend into Reed's trap -- first into his study filled with books and a peculiar homemade diorama, and finally into what one might charitably call an unfinished basement, where he insists they bear witness to a miracle -- the more that confident filmmaking sets the world off-kilter. Gorgeous photography by "Oldboy" cinematographer Chung-hoon Chung roves through shadows with style and flair while creaky sound design by Eugenio Battaglia ("Longlegs") enhances every thump and scrape throughout Reed's labyrinthine home, designed by Philip Messina ("The Hunger Games"). And the filmmakers know how to weaponize their biggest asset: Grant, dripping with menace in a cozy cardigan and Jeffrey Dahmer glasses, baiting his visitors with Coca-Colas and taking aim at not only Mormonism, but all religions. (Grant also gives us an impression of a hated Star Wars character so spot-on that it's at once funny, startling and sinister.)
Credit Beck and Woods's script for meaty, meme-able Grant monologues, even as sharp turns into conventional horror beats derail the film's more fertile philosophical provocations in favor of pulse-pounding parlor tricks and stomach-churning gore. Seeds planted earlier in the film and entire characters, like the male church elder (Topher Grace) who clocks that Barnes and Paxton are missing, lead nowhere as the film speeds to a convoluted end with a few final twists up its sleeve.
As to its driving theological debate, however, "Heretic" doesn't want us to fully dismiss its villain, but neither does it offer the answers its characters seek. For that, you'll have to keep searching on your own.
R. At area theaters. Contains some bloody violence, an unhinged Hugh Grant and persuasion by blueberry pie. 110 minutes.
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In 'Blitz,' Steve McQueen re-creates England's darkest days
Saoirse Ronan does her best to flesh out a meager storyline embedded in an epic canvas.
By Ty Burr | 2024-11-07

Saoirse Ronan stars in "Blitz." (Apple TV Plus)


Steve McQueen's "Blitz" is a triumph of production design; unfortunately, what it triumphs over is story.
An epic re-creation of life in London during Hitler's bombing campaign of 1940 and 1941, the film is the latest from the prodigiously talented director of "12 Years a Slave" (2013), "Hunger" (2008) and the five-film anthology series "Small Axe" (2020), and it stars Saoirse Ronan and the young newcomer Elliott Heffernan as a mother and son separated by the tides of war. They are both fine -- all the performances are fine -- but writer-director McQueen wants to paint a much larger portrait of a city and a country under crushing duress, and he succeeds almost too well.
Ronan plays Rita, a working-class woman living in East London's Stepney district with her father, Gerald (Paul Weller, onetime leader of the seminal punk band the Jam, and, yes, you are now allowed to feel older than the Cryptkeeper), and her 9-year-old son George (Heffernan), a boy whose outcast status as a mixed-race child has caused him to grow a thick, defiant skin. Stepney was one of the worst-hit neighborhoods of London during the Blitz, with over a third of its buildings destroyed, and McQueen makes us understand why Rita would want her son evacuated by opening his film with a fiery descent into hell, firefighters waging a futile battle against housing blocks that have become wind-whipped infernos.
The narrative of "Blitz" is simple enough: Rita puts an obdurate George on a train bound for the country as part of the government's evacuation of children from the city; George jumps off the train and spends the rest of the film winding his way back home, while Rita searches for him with ever-increasing panic. The boy's adventures are many and often frightening, including memorable encounters with a family of young runaway brothers in a railway yard and a Nigerian air raid warden (Benjamin Clementine) who's the film's angel of conscience.
McQueen, as ever, is attendant to matters of race and racism, and to the melting pot that a fading empire necessarily becomes; above all, he's not interested in sugarcoating the realities of war. "Blitz" spares a viewer the blood but not the bodies, and we're made to see what death raining from above does to the famous British stiff upper lip, revealing a person's selfless compassion or terrified self-interest and sometimes a mixture of the two.
That storyline carries echoes of other movies about children in war -- Steven Spielberg's "Empire of the Sun" and John Boorman's "Hope and Glory" among them. There are bits of "Oliver Twist" when George is taken in by an atavistic band of looters headed by the nightmarish Beryl (Kathy Burke) and Albert (Stephan Graham) and a smattering of Joe Wright's "Atonement" given the participation of Ronan and scenes of a flooded London Tube station. Not that movies shouldn't remind you of other movies, but they should at least cohere as their own compelling narratives while you're watching them, and "Blitz" often falters on this score.
Where it's best is in the number of spectacular set pieces that function as a kind of national memory bank. Rita works in a bomb factory that's a cavernous marvel of character faces and production details, with stroppy co-workers, stone-faced foremen, and a prim prat from the BBC to broadcast the factory brass band and let Rita sing a tune to lift the country's morale. Most of the film's songs are modern facsimiles written in period style by composer Nicholas Britell; the doughty Hans Zimmer contributes a score that drones with the sound of approaching bombers and looks back to lyrical classicists like Ralph Vaughan Williams while looking ahead to the holy minimalism of Henryk Gorecki.
Cinematographer Yorick Le Saux mutes the palette of "Blitz" down to the soft blues, grays and lipstick reds of wartime color photography, and production designer Adam Stockhausen does heroic duty in re-creating the underground stations of 1940 London, crammed with desperate men, women and children, as well as a nightmarish bombed nightclub of the dead -- the film's combined high and low point.

Elliott Heffernan as George, taking shelter in the city's underground in "Blitz." (Apple TV Plus)



Erin Kellyman and Hayley Squires play two of Rita's stroppy co-workers at the bomb factory. (Apple TV Plus)


At times, McQueen works with editor Peter Sciberras to mimic the montage techniques of Humphrey Jennings's groundbreaking docudrama account of the Blitz, 1943's "Fires Were Started." And when "Blitz" pulls way, way back to take in the spectacle of an entire city aflame and an entire people pummeled into rubble, one's heart catches in one's throat and one's mind turns to other places and years and calamities, in Dresden and Hiroshima, Vietnam and Cambodia, Mariupol and Gaza.
What do the problems of a mother and son amount to when a whole city so convincingly burns? In "Blitz," not much more than a hill of beans, and certainly not as much as they should. McQueen ushers us up to the edge of the abyss and urges us to remember and reflect. It's up to us to decide whether that's enough.
PG-13. At area theaters. Contains thematic elements including some racism, violence, some strong language, brief sexuality and smoking. 120 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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Late-night comedy hosts try to find silver linings in Trump victory
"At least there'll be a peaceful transfer of power," Stephen Colbert quipped on CBS's "Late Show."
By Rachel Pannett, Jintak Han | 2024-11-07

Former president Donald Trump speaks to members of the media moments after voting on Election Day on Tuesday in Palm Beach, Florida. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Late-night show hosts reacted to the news that Donald Trump won the presidential race with a mix of humor and disbelief.
"At least there'll be a peaceful transfer of power," CBS host Stephen Colbert said as he looked for silver linings in the unexpectedly decisive victory over Vice President Kamala Harris.
Jimmy Fallon on NBC's "The Tonight Show" made a similar quip about this being the "first time ever" that Trump will accept the results of an election, after he claimed he was cheated in the popular vote despite his 2016 victory, refused to concede after he lost in 2020 and repeatedly questioned the integrity of the 2024 election.
Colbert began "The Late Show" on a somber note, saying that no one gets into the comedy business "because their life worked out great."
"We're built for rough roads," he said.
The show's cold open started with a roundup of stunned global reactions to the election result.
"I'll be in my bedroom making no noise and pretending that I don't exist," a young Harry Potter said.
In Italy, the game character Mario exasperatedly declared: "Mamma, mia!"
The Muppets' Swedish chef character collapsed in his kitchen, steam spewing from his ears, and a Canadian hockey player attacked the camera with his stick.
"All day yesterday, I was walking around proudly wearing my 'I voted' sticker," Colbert said in his monologue. "Today I wore my 'I am questioning my fundamental belief in the goodness of humanity' sticker."

Late-night TV hosts Jon Stewart, Jimmy Fallon, Jimmy Kimmel and Stephen Colbert made quips about President-elect Donald Trump's election win on Nov. 6.


"Now, as a late-night host, people often say to me, 'Come on, part of you has got to want Trump to win because he gives you so much material to work with,'" Colbert said. "No, no. No one tells the guy who cleans the bathroom: 'Wow, you must love it when someone has explosive diarrhea. There's so much material for you to work with,'" he said.
Trump has long been a target of late-night comedy show hosts, who have mocked his age, weight and felon status, his gaffes and foibles. They have also occasionally showed their anger at his actions, such as when they recounted their horror at seeing a mob of his supporters storming the U.S. Capitol. Trump has accused the late-night hosts of "one-sided hatred" toward him, calling their shows "unwatchable" and "very boring."
Helming "The Daily Show" on Comedy Central was senior correspondent Desi Lydic, who said Trump's victory was an indictment of American voters.
Describing the aftermath of Election Day as a "waking nightmare," Lydic opened the show pointing out that "America's elected its first criminal president before electing its first female president."
Jimmy Kimmel had a similar quip: "We had the choice between a prosecutor and a criminal, and we chose the criminal to be the president of the United States."
Fallon, who has been criticized in the past for going easy on Trump, jokingly referred in his monologue to the legal issues that had beset the president-elect, including hoarding highly classified documents after leaving the White House.
"Of course, Trump's already super busy. First he's got to move all those classified documents back into the White House," Fallon joked.
The late-night comedians took aim at Trump's autocratic leanings, even as analysts say much of the electorate sees him as democracy's savior.
"He's a dictator. He's a fascist. He's a malignant narcissist whose blood type is fryer oil," Lydic said. "But it's pretty clear that America is the one that needs the diagnosis," after it elected him to a second term.
Kimmel started his skit pretending to be packing to leave the country: "I can't stay for another four years of this. Who knows what he's going to do."
"You've heard him. He said he has a list of enemies. You think I'm not on that list?"
Colbert ridiculed an opinion piece in the Wall Street Journal titled: "How Risky is a Trump Second Term?"
The authors, he said, "hopefully point out that in the last go-around, the authoritarian rule that the Democrats and the press predicted never appeared because Trump was too undisciplined and his attention span too short."
"Well, there's a cup of sunshine. He's too unfocused to be a fascist," Colbert said.
Recalling Trump's campaign stop at a McDonald's where he manned the fry station, and his arrival at a rally in a garbage truck, Kimmel found one more silver lining, however tongue-in-cheek.
On the upside, Kimmel quipped: "The reason America is the greatest country in the world is that even a simple garbageman and fry cook from McDonald's can one day be president of the United States two different times, and I think that's inspiring."
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Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-11-06

The "Capital Brutalism" exhibit is on view at the National Building Museum through Feb. 17. (National Building Museum)


The following special exhibitions are on view at area museums. For a complete list of all permanent, indefinite and long-term exhibitions, please consult individual museum websites. Museums marked with an * are free. Note: The National Geographic Museum and the Smithsonian's Arts and Industries Building are temporarily closed for renovations.
*AMERICAN UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AT THE KATZEN ARTS CENTER
Eight exhibitions are on view through Dec. 8: "Ralph Steadman: And Another Thing," "Joseph Holston: Call and Response," "Endless Transformations: The Alchemy of Connie Imboden," "Faces of the Republican Party," "New American Landscapes," "Mira Hecht: In the Center Thereof Rose a Fountain," "Pegan Brooke: Flux II, Light on Water," and "A Sight to Behold: The Corcoran Legacy Collection of Nineteenth and Early Twentieth-Century American Landscape Paintings." 4400 Massachusetts Ave. NW. american.edu/cas/museum
*ANACOSTIA COMMUNITY MUSEUM
"A Bold and Beautiful Vision: A Century of Black Arts Education in Washington, DC, 1900-2000," through March 2. Artifacts and original artworks highlight this exhibition honoring African American artist-educators. 1901 Fort Pl. SE. anacostia.si.edu
CAPITAL JEWISH MUSEUM
"JewCE: The Jewish Comics Experience," through March 23. This exhibition highlights comic book superheroes who came from the minds of Jewish creators, writers and artists, as well as contemporary graphic novels that explore Jewish themes.
The museum features two ongoing exhibitions about Jewish history, from 1790 to today, and how to build a better future in the National Capital Region: "What Is Jewish Washington?" and "Connect. Reflect. Act." 575 Third St. NW. capitaljewishmuseum.org
*DUMBARTON OAKS
"Striking Designs: Communicating Through Coins," through May 31. An exploration of how the Roman and Byzantine Empire used money to spread ideology.
"The White House," through June. This installation by Colombian artist Santiago Montoya features 12 houses of varying sizes -- 11 made of coal and one made of white chocolate. 1703 32nd St. NW. doaks.org
* FOLGER SHAKESPEARE LIBRARY
"Imprints in Time," through Jan. 5. This display features rare books and manuscripts from the eclectic collection of Stuart and Mimi Rose. 201 East Capitol St. SE. folger.edu
*GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AND TEXTILE MUSEUM
"Irresistible: The Global Patterns of Ikat," through Dec. 21. Ikat textiles from nations around the world are on display in this celebration of the ancient resist-dyeing technique.
"Art Uncovered: Visionary Textile Scholars and Their Archives," through April 5. A global selection of letters, photos and more from the Arthur D. Jenkins Library's archives.
"A Tale of Two Houses," through May 17. An exploration of two houses central to D.C. history: the Woodhull House in Foggy Bottom and George Hewitt Myers's Kalorama residence. 701 21st St. NW. museum.gwu.edu
*HIRSHHORN MUSEUM AND SCULPTURE GARDEN
"Revolutions: Art From the Hirshhorn Collection, 1860-1960," through April 20. This collection presents 208 artworks made during a period defined by evolutions in science, philosophy and mechanization.
"Osgemeos: Endless Story," through Aug. 3. This full-floor presentation tracks the collaboration and artistic trajectory of Brazilian identical twins Gustavo and Otavio Pandolfo.
"Basquiat x Banksy," through Oct. 26. The exhibition of two paintings, one by Jean-Michel Basquiat and one by Banksy, marks the first time either artist's work has been presented at the museum. Seventh Street and Independence Avenue SW. hirshhorn.si.edu
HILLWOOD ESTATE, MUSEUM AND GARDENS
"Fragile Beauty: Art of the Ocean," through Jan. 5. This exhibition includes works that evoke the water, as well as pieces created with oceanic materials. 4155 Linnean Ave. NW. hillwoodmuseum.org
*LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
"Collecting Memories: Treasures From the Library of Congress," through December 2025. The David M. Rubenstein Treasures Gallery's first exhibition examines the ways in which cultures preserve memory. Thomas Jefferson Building, 10 First St. SE. loc.gov
MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE
"Sacred Words: Revealing the Earliest Hebrew Book," through Jan. 12. The oldest known Hebrew book, featuring Sabbath morning prayers and liturgical poems, is on display.
"Billy Graham's Canvas Cathedral," through Jan. 26. A reflection on Billy Graham's evangelistic campaigns in the late 1940s.
"The Megiddo Mosaic: Foundations of Faith," through July 6. This interactive exhibit showcases an ancient mosaic floor discovered by archaeologists in 2005. 400 Fourth St. SW. museumofthebible.org
*NATIONAL ARCHIVES MUSEUM
"Power & Light: Russell Lee's Coal Survey," through Dec. 7, 2025. A display of more than 200 images of coal communities from American documentary photographer Russell Lee. 701 Constitution Ave. NW. museum.archives.gov
NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM
"Capital Brutalism," through Feb. 17. An exploration of the Metro system and seven D.C. buildings designed in the polarizing brutalist style.
"Frank Lloyd Wright's Southwestern Pennsylvania," through March 17. This exhibition shines a light on projects the architect designed for the region from the 1930s through the 1950s.
"Brick City," through spring. U.K.-based artist Warren Elsmore uses Lego pieces to re-create destinations from all seven continents, including New Orleans during Mardi Gras and medieval Japanese castles.
"Mini Memories: Souvenir Buildings From the David Weingarten Collection," through 2025. A showcase of 400 miniature building souvenirs from nearly 70 countries.
"House & Home," ongoing. A collection of photographs, models, films and objects that examine American homes both familiar and unconventional.
"Building Stories," ongoing. This immersive exhibition dives into the world of architecture, engineering, construction and design as depicted in children's books. 401 F St. NW. nbm.org
*NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART
"Gordon Parks: Camera Portraits From the Corcoran Collection," through Jan. 12. A display of 25 portraits taken by groundbreaking photographer Gordon Parks between 1941 and 1970.
"In the Library: Life in the Impressionists' Paris," through Jan. 17. A selection of some 40 photographs and prints capturing the art scene in late 19th-century Paris.
"Paris 1874: The Impressionist Moment," through Jan. 19. A presentation of 130 works, including paintings from Paul Cezanne, Claude Monet and Camille Pissarro, examines impressionism's origins.
"Spirit & Strength: Modern Art From Haiti," through March 9. Haiti's significance to the African diaspora is put on display in this exhibition featuring 21 recently gifted works. Sixth Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nga.gov
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE
"Reclaiming My Time," through February. An exhibition highlighting work by contemporary Black designers about issues of cultural heritage, bodies at rest, labor and leisure.
"Reckoning: Protest. Defiance. Resilience.," ongoing. The exhibition focuses on the Black Lives Matter movement and art that depicts resistance and protest. 14th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nmaahc.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN ART
"From the Deep: In the Wake of Drexciya With Ayana V. Jackson," through Jan. 6. Artist Ayana V. Jackson uses animation, immersive video, installation, sound and scent in an exhibition inspired by the 1990s techno band Drexciya, whose albums imagined a mythical aquatopia populated by descendants of pregnant African women thrown (or who jumped) overboard into the Atlantic during the Middle Passage.
"Bruce Onobrakpeya: The Mask and the Cross," through Jan. 21. A showcase of Nigerian sculptor and printmaker Bruce Onobrakpeya's earliest commissions from the late 1960s.
"John Akomfrah: Five Murmurations," on long-term view. The Ghanaian-born, London-based artist and filmmaker addresses the covid-19 pandemic, the murder of George Floyd and the worldwide protests in support of Black Lives Matter in this visual essay of our times. 950 Independence Ave. SW. africa.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY
"Forensic Science on Trial," through June. An exhibition breaking down how forensic science has been used in more than 150 years of trials.
"Presente! A Latino History of the United States." The Molina Family Latino Gallery is the first gallery space of the new National Museum of the American Latino; it tells U.S. history from the perspective of members of the diverse Latino community and covers themes such as immigration, identity and legacy. Constitution Avenue NW, between 12th and 14th streets. americanhistory.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN
"Sublime Light: Tapestry Art of DY Begay," through July 13. The first retrospective of the Navajo fiber artist's career features 48 tapestries spanning three decades of work.
"Unbound: Narrative Art of the Plains," through Jan. 20, 2026. Historical hides, muslins and ledger books from the Great Plains are presented alongside 50 contemporary works commissioned by the museum. Fourth Street and Independence Avenue SW. americanindian.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ASIAN ART
"An Epic of Kings: The Great Mongol Shahnama," through Jan. 12. An exhibition featuring 25 folios from the Shahnama, the celebrated medieval Persian manuscript.
"Striking Objects: Contemporary Japanese Metalwork," through Jan. 11, 2026. Works from the collection of Shirley Z. Johnson highlight the ways in which modern Japanese metalworking is used in traditional methods. 1050 Independence Ave. SW. asia.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
"Lights Out: Recovering Our Night Sky," through December 2025. Photographs, objects, models and interactive elements are used to explore the effects of light pollution.
"Dazzling Diversity," through Dec. 16, 2025. Early natural history books from the Smithsonian Libraries and Archives put scientific knowledge of the insect world on display.
"Cellphone: Unseen Connections," through 2026. This exhibition, about the way phones connect us to the natural world, features multimedia installations, a sprawling graphic novel and more than 750 objects. 10th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. naturalhistory.si.edu
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS
"Suchitra Mattai: Myth From Matter," through Jan. 12. An exhibition pairing the Guyanese-born artist's recent work, including mixed media and sculpture, with objects sourced from D.C. collections.
"In Focus: Artists at Work," through April 20. Video documentaries explore the creative processes of eight contemporary artists. 1250 New York Ave. NW. nmwa.org
*NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY
"Brilliant Exiles: American Women in Paris, 1900-1939," through Feb. 23. An exhibition highlighting the feats of 60 American women who traversed the Atlantic in the early 20th century in pursuit of creative freedom.
"This Morning, This Evening, So Soon: James Baldwin and the Voices of Queer Resistance," through April 20. Curated by Pulitzer Prize-winning writer Hilton Als, this collection explores the interconnected lives of Baldwin, Lorraine Hansberry, Bayard Rustin and other queer civil rights activists.
"Picturing the Presidents: Daguerreotypes and Ambrotypes from the National Portrait Gallery's Collection," through June 8. This exhibition features photographs of 11 U.S. presidents.
"Felix Gonzalez-Torres: Always to Return," through July 6. The artist's work is presented in D.C. for the first time in more than 30 years, with a focus on his groundbreaking portraiture.
"Recent Acquisitions," through Oct. 26. This display showcases 21 additions to the museum's collection, all representing female subjects or made by women. Subjects include singer Beyonce Knowles-Carter, Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, writer Octavia Butler and actress Greta Garbo.
"Star Power: Photographs From Hollywood's Golden Age by George Hurrell," through Jan. 4, 2026. This exhibition highlights the work of Hurrell, a Hollywood photographer whose portraits captured the likes of Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy and Joan Crawford. Eighth and F streets NW. npg.si.edu
*NATIONAL POSTAL MUSEUM
"Baseball: America's Home Run," through Jan. 5. This exhibition dives into the surprising ways baseball and postal history have intersected since the early 20th century.
"Voting by Mail: Civil War to Covid-19," through Feb. 23. This election-year exhibition features objects spanning three centuries that have been used to help U.S. citizens vote by mail. 2 Massachusetts Ave. NE. postalmuseum.si.edu
PHILLIPS COLLECTION
"Where We Meet," through Sunday. An installation unifying works from the Phillips Collection and the Howard University Gallery of Art. 1600 21st St. NW. phillipscollection.org
*RENWICK GALLERY
"Subversive, Skilled, Sublime: Fiber Art by Women," through Jan. 5. Works of cotton, wool, polyester and silk are presented in an exhibition that considers an alternative history of American art.
"Contemporary Craft at the Renwick Gallery," ongoing. More than 100 works composed of fiber, ceramics, glass, metal, wood and other materials showcase handmade art of the 21st century.
"Janet Echelman's 1.8 Renwick," ongoing. The American sculptor's fiber and lighting installation projects shadow drawings in colors that move from wall to wall. Pennsylvania Avenue and 17th Street NW. americanart.si.edu
*SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN ART MUSEUM
"Artist to Artist," through May 18. This rotating exhibition highlights eight artist pairings, each of which features two figures whose trajectories intersected at a key moment.
"The Shape of Power: Stories of Race and American Sculpture," through Sept. 14. A collection of 82 works created between 1792 and 2023 examines how sculpture and race in America have intersected.
"Sightlines: Chinatown and Beyond," through Nov. 30, 2025. This gallery overlooking D.C.'s Chinatown neighborhood highlights Asian Americans' cultural impact on the nation's capital.
"Isaac Julien: Lessons of the Hour -- Frederick Douglass," through 2026. A joint purchase by the Portrait Gallery and the Smithsonian American Art Museum, this five-screen video installation uses period reenactments to create a portrait of the activist, writer, orator and philosopher Frederick Douglass. G and Eighth streets NW. americanart.si.edu
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On Prime Video, Brian Williams hosted an election night fever dream
Brian Williams hosted Amazon Prime's election night coverage from an old MGM soundstage tricked out with the latest tech -- and some truly weird graphics.
By Lili Loofbourow | 2024-11-07

Brian Williams, left, and Tara Palmieri onstage during "election night Live With Brian Williams" on Tuesday. (Matt Winkelmeyer/Getty Images)


In the era of cable news, election coverage has metastasized into a subgenre of its own -- one with narrative conventions that viewers depend on and dread in equal measure. These include projections, of course, as well as elaborate, zoomable maps. There are anchors and correspondents, but the real star of the show is always a frenetic numbers guy or gal who pops in to deliver truth pellets. Charged with communicating the peculiarities of certain counties and guiding viewers on what to expect, these denizens of the decision desk are the ones we're all actually waiting to see. But because they're too efficient by half, the bulk of the broadcast features platitudes from de rigueur panelists -- glossy, well-coiffed and armed with talking points they deploy while the nation awaits results.
Typically, there is a backdrop of red, white and blue, sometimes spangled with stylized stripes and stars. People's names and titles appear below them in clean, white lettering. Contributors know when to speak, and when not to. The whole machine is luminous, polished, abstract. And so professional and professionalized that it doesn't quite feel real.
On Tuesday night, for viewers wishing to watch election results trickle in, there were some gratifyingly offbeat alternatives. Jon Stewart hosted a special election night installment of "The Daily Show" that concluded on an oddly hopeful note, with the comedian promising "this is not the end" and urging viewers to "continue to fight and continue to work day in and day out to create the better society for our children, for this world, for this country, that we know is possible. It's possible." The United Kingdom's Channel 4 featured Brian Cox lambasting Donald Trump, and Stormy Daniels recounting how she testified against the former president in a bulletproof vest, while former U.K. prime minister Boris Johnson countered that he'd found Trump very polite.
But the broadcast that came closest to a fever dream -- and best captured how last night felt to many of us watching -- was Brian Williams's live election coverage on Prime Video. (Washington Post owner Jeff Bezos is the founder of Amazon, which owns Prime Video.) The former NBC News anchor, who was ejected from prime time in 2015 after admitting that he fabricated a story about coming under fire in Iraq, left his MSNBC show, "The 11th Hour," in 2021. As Trump supporters celebrated and Democrats watched all hopes of avoiding a conservative supermajority on the Supreme Court evaporate, Williams reconnected with old friends while attempting to relaunch his career.
He did so with characteristic pomp, boasting, in advance of the broadcast, that he and his executive producer Jonathan Wald were helming the first "new product introduction in the election night space since color television" for which they "built a temporary, one-night news division over the past 60 days." That ideologically diverse team included former Fox News anchor Shepard Smith, who reported from Vice President Kamala Harris's election night headquarters, and the New York Post's Lydia Moynihan, who was stationed at Trump headquarters, as well as Puck's Tara Palmeri and The Washington Post's Jacqueline Alemany. A group of panelists included "The View" co-host Abby Huntsman, former Trump press aide Erin Perrine, presidential historian Douglas Brinkley, political consultants Mike Murphy and James Carville, and writer-comic Baratunde Thurston.
The telecast took place in a cavernous old MGM soundstage near Los Angeles that Amazon bought and subsequently revamped into a tech-heavy "volume wall." The layout included a big desk for the panelists and an underused "lounge area" where journalist Jessica Yellin interviewed former congressman Tim Ryan (D-Ohio), erstwhile CNN correspondent Candy Crowley, former Trump aide Sarah Matthews and Republican strategist Kristin Davison, a former aide to Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R).
Williams sat behind a perfectly normal desk, behind which loomed an enormous and thoroughly abnormal "magic wall" that dwarfed everyone and lent a mildly psychedelic air to the proceedings. As Williams interviewed folks including retiring Sen. Joe Manchin III (I-West Virginia), former senator Al Franken (D-Minnesota), former CNN anchor Don Lemon, conservative commentator Ben Shapiro, Sen. John Fetterman (D-Pennsylvania) and Rep. Jamie Raskin (D-Maryland), their heads appeared to be floating in a surrealist collage of bucolic Americana. Landscapes included a large, possibly contaminated pond next to a field on which sat the Alamo and a couple of classic cars (one blue, one green). A cluster of pines was partially obscured by a white map of the United States, beneath which grazed a buffalo. I thought the long, winding highway lined in crisp American flags was peak artificial intelligence until I found myself gazing at a blurry White House flanked by what appeared to be Mount Rushmore. Or at a gigantic barn rusting in a grassy field, a flag covering it top to bottom. Behind it, you could just make out a rough approximation of the New York City skyline with an oversize Lady Liberty looming like King Kong.
Periodically, these scenes would vanish and the words "LIVE NEWS ALERT" would flash behind Williams, each letter as large as the man himself. At these junctures, everyone, Williams included, seemed to startle. There being no decision desk -- Amazon did not supply one -- he frequently looked up results on his phone and reported whatever his ex-colleague Steve Kornacki had said to viewers. This made it all the more strange whenever a woman (who I later learned was Meta employee Erin McPike) did occasionally pop up to scrawl some figures onto an implausibly small screen containing the electoral map. (People were rarely identified via caption during the telecast, so whole segments slipped by in which the viewer wondered in vain who was moderating the discussion and why.)
Hardly a polished operation. But in a funny way -- maybe because it was so ad hoc, and because it's relatable to watch someone scrolling for updates, just like us  -- Williams's telecast channeled something many of us felt as we watched results trickle in. (What does it mean? Consult social media! Flip to another network! What are they saying?)
Williams's coverage began at 2 p.m. Pacific time with instructions on "straw breathing" and advice on relaxation techniques from former journalist and current meditation guru Dan Harris. He introduced Harris warmly, reminding viewers of his famous on-air panic attack; it would be the first of many introductions in which he made a point of asserting his personal fondness and admiration for his guests, many of whom, like him, were in semi-retirement. "Given the 'Ocean's Eleven,' put-the-old-team-together aspect of tonight, let's bring back another old friend, Mark McKinnon," he said at one point, introducing him as a "cowboy hat enthusiast and all-around good guy." Here and elsewhere, his delight at being back was evident: "I've missed talking to you so much," he told McKinnon.
The panel wasn't particularly good. (Carville, in fact, was particularly bad, at one point speculating that the election results were due to Americans' dislike of disorder or even the appearance of it before catching himself and acknowledging that Trump could hardly be described as orderly.) But it was interesting. Thurston adeptly challenged some of the panelists' flabbier theories of the election (pointing out that White male grievances were "identity politics," too), and the less-structured format allowed conversations between panelists to proceed a little more naturally, with Williams a pompous but solicitous presence inviting them to expand on previous points and philosophize. "Doug Brinkley, you're the long view," he said when Trump's victory was all but certain. "You are history incarnate in this room tonight. What does it mean?"
Guests seemed a little less guarded as a result. "Trump is going to have a strong connection in Pennsylvania," Fetterman said, calling Carville's infamous nostrum about Pennsylvania being Philadelphia and Pittsburgh with Alabama in between a "dumb quote." When Williams introduced Republican pollster Frank Luntz (with a long preface extolling the virtues of West Point), Luntz expressed himself "grateful for the chance to see you and applaud you as someone who has a keener understanding of politics than almost anybody I know, and an ability to explain it to the American people." Noting Trump's mounting performance, Luntz said he was "afraid for the future of democracy, for what could happen in the days to follow." "That says a lot coming from a Republican," Williams replied.
As for Williams himself, he alternated between bouts of eloquence -- including a stirring recounting of former New Jersey governor Chris Christie pulling out a laptop on election night in 2016 to write Trump's first acceptance speech -- and flubs. "Some interesting and long conversations among Democrats," he said at one point, the sentence drifting off unfinished. If his transitions were rough, at least they were thoroughly signposted: "What I'm going to do is walk over and talk about what you just said with Mike Murphy and James Carville," he said in response to Luntz, and suited the action to the word.
Williams had no particular wisdom for viewers reeling at the prospect of a vengeful, unconstrained Trump backed by a Republican-majority Senate beyond noting "the spectacular collapse of the party in power" and expressing a hope that the telecast "made a little streaming history along the way." "Our country is about to change again," he said. Behind him blazed an absurd, sweeping vista of Monument Valley with the Washington Monument and a windmill in the foreground. "And life, of course, goes on. Hell, my next gig is to emcee our firehouse annual dinner on Saturday night in New Jersey, my hand to God."
Hand to God, indeed.
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Need a bit of healing? There's a new show for that.
"The Art of Care," a world premiere from Mosaic Theatre Company, is a tremendously heartfelt treatise on the power of human connection.
By Naveen Kumar | 2024-11-07

Raghad Makhlouf, left, and Susan Rome in "The Art of Care" at Mosaic Theater. (Chris Banks)


I'm one of those people who casually tells strangers to "take care" when they step off the elevator. Hurtling through space in close proximity even for five seconds feels like a sudden intimacy worth acknowledging. Lately, the courtesy feels like existential cheerleading: "You got this! We all do! ... Right?"
Exchanges of care -- in fleeting, everyday moments and through systems that are meant to support a country's citizens -- are the subject of "The Art of Care," a tremendously heartfelt and affecting world premiere from Mosaic Theater Company. Conceived and directed by Derek Goldman, the show is almost entirely crafted from the perspectives of its seven-member ensemble, whose radical vulnerability is its marvelous lifeblood.
Produced in partnership with the Laboratory for Global Performance and Politics at Georgetown University, where Goldman is artistic and executive director, "The Art of Care" grew out of conversations among collaborators about their personal experiences with care. There's a lot of pain dug up here, but just as much transformative generosity and healing.

Tuyet Thi Pham, left, and Tom Story in "The Art of Care" at Mosaic Theater. (Chris Banks)


Breathing the same air, as everyone in a theater does, was a potentially deadly proposition not long ago (and could still be for some). More than anything I've seen since the pandemic separated artists and audiences, "The Art of Care" reckons with what it means for us to be back together, while acknowledging that we would really rather not talk about it. But scars make us who we are, so why not start with the recent one we all share?
Many in the cast are D.C. stage veterans, rooting the reunion close to home. Tom Story felt the preemptive paranoia to start hoarding food early, having grown up gay in the shadow of AIDS. A pre-vaccine bout with covid permanently ravaged the lungs of Tuyet Thi Pham. Billie Krishawn recalls the tutorials for making masks out of socks. The actors address the audience as themselves and occasionally inhabit the voices of professional caregivers (including doctors and humanitarians), as they flow among conceptions of care with a fluid logic.
The bond between mothers and children is naturally a recurring theme: Krishawn, who has a 3-year-old daughter, recalls how pregnancy shaped the way she stepped up for another family in need. Susan Rome reflects on her mother's flood of insights from death's door. ("Susie, I could write a book.") William T. Newman Jr. remembers the vitality of his mom and her assurance in the end that he was a dutiful son.

William T. Newman Jr., left, with Story, Pham and Billie Krishawn in "The Art of Care" at Mosaic Theater. (Chris Banks)


Care is also posited as an instrument of justice: How do governments fulfill or fail their obligation to protect people, including refugees such as Raghad Makhlouf, who fled Syria with her husband? Why is being poor or sick considered an individual problem rather than a call for collective care? The ferocity of love also has a way of crystallizing under pressure, as when Pham's mother fled Saigon with her daughter strapped to her chest and scaled a U.S. Navy boat to survival.
Care is a broad lens, and the show is voraciously inclusive. At times the definition feels unwieldy -- it's clear that no answer was deemed too far afield when the company was prompted into self-reflection. But most of the anecdotes, loosely grouped into sections, invite deep sympathy with the performers, whose candor endears them to us from the start.
Transitions are marked by brief musical interludes, with percussion on a West African djembe drum by Jabari Exum, who also designed the sound and joins as a storyteller. Venus Gulbranson's lighting evokes lovely shifts in mood across the cozy shag rug and patterned sofa of the group-therapy-conducive set, by Misha Kachman. Projections, by Zavier Augustus Lee Taylor, resemble memories collected in a scrapbook, with vintage photos of the cast and their loved ones.
If the whole thing sounds unabashedly sentimental, it is. Beyond a moment when Makhlouf questions whether she has the energy to care anymore, don't expect much cynicism. All things considered, that alone is a feat. But the show also makes a persuasive argument about the equivalence of art and care. Both encourage recognition of another person's perspective. Any time, but especially now, what could be more valuable?
The Art of Care, through Nov. 24 at Mosaic Theater in Washington. 90 minutes with no intermission. mosaictheater.org.
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An art show about dinner gatherings is a feast for the senses
"Around the Table," a Georgetown show about food and community, delivers several delicious moments -- but as a meal, it's inconsistent.
By Kriston Capps | 2024-11-06

Valeska Soares (b. 1957), "Finale," 2013. Antique table, mirror, antique glasses and liquor. (Vivian Marie/Alexander Gray Associates/Fortes D'Aloia & Gabriel)


After "The Last Supper," the most important dinner gathering ever committed to visual art has to be Judy Chicago's "The Dinner Party," a room-size sculpture of a triangular banquet table with 39 ceramic place settings for heroes of feminist history -- past and present, real and fictional.
Los Angeles artist Suzanne Lacy recognized "The Dinner Party" for the sensation it was destined to become. For the 1979 debut of Chicago's installation at the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, Lacy organized soirees around the globe to commemorate her former teacher's achievement. Lacy's satellite piece spanned six continents, with dozens of feminist supper clubs coming together over the course of 24 hours. With "The International Dinner Party" (1979), Lacy hitched her wagon to Chicago's star.
Lacy's meta-performance is the main course in "Around the Table," an exhibition at Georgetown University's de la Cruz Gallery that explores dining as a social convention -- not as a meal but rather as a gathering. Food appears only fleetingly in the show, which includes painting, sculpture and happenings that point to the social markers that surround dining.
"The International Dinner Party" is represented in the exhibition by a wall-size map to show where some 200 groups comprising more than 2,000 women assembled for their own dinner parties, plus a display with archival materials, including telegrams that the groups dispatched to Lacy. This documentation reveals some of the limits of second wave feminism and its manifestation in art. The map shows only a smattering of meetups across all of South America, Africa and Asia; photos tell a similarly dated story about White feminism. The art world was much smaller back then.
"The Dinner Party" by Chicago -- now permanently displayed at the Elizabeth A. Sackler Center for Feminist Art at the Brooklyn Museum -- still resonates after so many years in part because it continues to generate new critical perspectives as feminism itself evolves. Forty-plus years later, the most interesting thing about "The International Dinner Party" may be its blind spots.
Lacy's performance might have been the anchor of a show about how "The Dinner Party" reverberates today. An academic gallery such as de la Cruz is the perfect venue for rethinking the postwar canon and how groundbreaking works such as Chicago's masterpiece were received at the time. Instead, "Around the Table" is much more like a conventional gallery show with a loose thematic center. There's nothing wrong with that -- and the show delivers several delicious moments -- but as a meal, it's inconsistent.

Soares's "Finale" is the exhibit's showstopper, a long mirrored dining table covered in vintage glassware. (Vivian Marie/Alexander Gray Associates/Fortes D'Aloia & Gabriel)


The showstopper, no question, is "Finale" (2013) by Valeska Soares. The sculpture by the Brazilian-born New York artist is a long mirrored dining table covered in vintage glassware. Brilliant goblets that dazzle the eye gradually yield details of a bacchanal long since past. Distillates left behind in the cups -- forensic evidence of a robust red accompanied by peals of laughter, gossip or perhaps tears -- summon the bittersweetness that any good host has felt in the wake of a roaring party. If "The International Dinner Party" is the show's entree, then "Finale" is its after-dinner digestif.
Jo Smail's works are similarly satisfying. Her constructions are packed with energy: compact collages that take the shape of cubist compositions. "Teapot" (2020) and "French Coffee" (2020-2022) are examples of a recent series by the South African-born, Baltimore-based artist that makes direct references to foodstuffs. While some of Smail's collages include snippets of old recipes, pointing to the past, most of her contributions to "Around the Table" are fairly literal, such as "Seven Ways of Cooking Eggs" (2020-2022).

Adam Silverman (b. 1963), "Common Ground (part three)," 2019-2024. Photo mural and stoneware. (Vivian Marie/Courtesy of Adam Silverman)


Contemporary artists who explore meals have come away with a cornucopia of ideas about rituals, heritage, labor practices and status signifiers. Conceptual artist Jennifer Rubell served breakfasts to glamorous art fair visitors in Miami for more than a decade; a performance by Rirkrit Tiravanija, which turned a gallery in SoHo into a full-scale kitchen, now belongs to the collection of the Museum of Modern Art. So a show like "Around the Table" could take its theme in any direction, with all the moods and flavors that life offers.

Detail of Jennifer Wen Ma's "BElonging," 2024. (Vivian Marie/Jennifer Wen Ma)



"BElonging" consists of handblown glass, metal armature, laser-cut paper, directional dome speaker and audio recordings on the notion of belonging. (Vivian Marie/Jennifer Wen Ma)


Curated by Vesela Sretenovic, the former director of contemporary art for the Phillips Collection, "Around the Table" never commits to a single culinary vision. A piece by Jennifer Wen Ma commissioned for the exhibition seems especially out of place. "BElonging" (2024) is a motion-activated chandelier: Viewers who step under its dome of elaborate handblown glass pendants will activate a sound recording of people from around Washington recounting times when they felt a sense of belonging. That's spreading the feast motif a bit thin.
Two other works correspond with each other -- at least topically. "Dar Al Sulh (Domain of Conciliation)" (2013-ongoing) is a dinner series by Iraqi American artist Michael Rakowitz in which he serves the Iraqi Jewish food of his grandmother, a cuisine that can no longer be found in Iraq outside scattered households. (The food truck from which the artist staged his original intervention in Dubai in 2013 will be on-site from Nov. 7 through Dec. 8.) For "Eat the News" (2016-ongoing), Helen Zughaib has collaged newsprint headlines and images from the Middle East onto glass plates. A table set with the Beirut-born and D.C.-based artist's topical china includes a blank plate and a stool, inviting the viewer to take a seat.

Helen Zughaib (b. 1957), "Eat the News," 2016-ongoing. Glass plates (by Washington Glass Studio), torn newspaper and enamel paint. (Vivian Marie/Courtesy of Helen Zughaib)


The formal differences between all these works, however, are vast. They range from collages that only nominally fit the theme to interventions -- including several private on-site events hosted by Philippa Pham Hughes -- that are essentially dinners themselves. With a few tweaks, the show might have served up a wide-ranging buffet of postwar performance art centered on the dining table, from "The Dinner Party" to now. "Around the Table" instead offers an a la carte experience: some decent dishes from several eras, with no particular palette in mind.
Georgetown de la Cruz Gallery, 3535 Prospect St. NW. 202-687-8039. delacruzgallery.org.
Dates: Through Dec. 8.
Prices: Free.
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The Commanders are contenders, and Adam Peters acted like it
When the Commanders' circumstances changed, Adam Peters met the moment and made his roster better. 
By Barry Svrluga | 2024-11-07

Washington Commanders General Manger Adam Peters talks with owner Josh Harris before an October game. (Nick Wass/AP) 


The current state of the Washington Commanders' absolute resurrection is such that, when the top personnel man asked the first-year coach -- who is responsible for establishing a year-in, year-out environment that allows players to succeed -- if he wanted to trade little bits of his future for a big chunk of the present, the coach about jumped out of his chair.
"You had me at hello," Dan Quinn said. "This was easy, man."
What a charmed world for this franchise. Nine games into a new regime, the Commanders were a) awash in draft picks and salary cap space and b) sitting atop the NFC East, so they thought it smart to trade for cornerback Marshon Lattimore because, in General Manager Adam Peters's assessment, he's "one of the best corners in the entire league and a guy who fits how we play."
This is ahead of schedule. There's no other way to see it. Rebuilds from 4-13 organizational disasters to 7-2 starts that feel transformative don't happen in the NFL, particularly with all the necessary adjustments that come with regime change and roster overhaul.
They are ahead of schedule because of Peters, whose next lousy move as a first-time GM will be his first. That's not just seen through the prism of selecting Jayden Daniels and declaring a generations-old quarterback problem solved. That's looking at the entirety of the situation, addressing weaknesses honestly and shrewdly, and being unafraid to meet the moment.
"I'll say this probably 10 times in this presser," Peters said in Ashburn on Wednesday, a day after he acquired Lattimore from the New Orleans Saints. "But [you're] just doing whatever you can to make your team better, looking down every avenue regardless of your record."
But the reality is this: Their record is 7-2. Play .500 ball over the remainder of the season, and Washington will have 11 wins for the first time since -- wait for it -- 1991. That would be the last season this franchise won the Super Bowl.
The point: These opportunities don't happen very often -- if at all -- around here. Apply that to a wildly fun season, and sit in Peters's chair. It's important to have a plan and to adhere to it, and that plan broadly is to build through the draft and fill in holes with reasonably priced free agents. It's a fine strategy and one the fan base has bought into -- in part because it was outlined by a top football executive who is both savvy and fully empowered by ownership.
Imagine that. For Washingtonians, such a creature feels fictional, a unicorn that can swim great distances underwater while shooting lightning bolts from its hooves. We weren't sure they even existed.
But from Peters's seat, it's even more important to realize that plans don't exist devoid of circumstances. And if circumstances change, the plan has to change. If the Commanders' start had been, say, 3-6? I can't imagine Peters was addressing the media about adding a 28-year-old veteran at the cost of three valuable draft picks (though he got one back in return). Start 7-2, with everything on the table, including a high seed in the NFC playoffs? Pounce.
"It goes back to: Whether you're 9-0 or 0-9, you're always trying to do what's best for the team," Peters said. (And in fairness, he only referenced that guiding principle three times Wednesday, not 10.)
"So if that adds up to adding a player that you can add that's really good, like Marshon, then you always consider it," Peters said. "And then if it's also trading a player away, then you consider that, too. You take them as they come."
Sure. But it's also inarguable that the Commanders arrived at Tuesday's NFL trade deadline armed and ready. That's preparation -- not just in doing due diligence on Lattimore, who addresses an obvious need. It's in investigating and calling about dozens of potential targets that we'll never know about. And it's in gathering the excess picks that leave you happy with what you have remaining, even after you send a few to another team.
Consider it this way: In training camp, the Commanders had wide receiver Jahan Dotson, defensive tackle John Ridgeway and seven picks in the 2025 draft. They traded Dotson and a fifth-rounder to Philadelphia for the Eagles' third-round pick and two seventh-round picks. They dealt Ridgeway and a seventh-rounder to New Orleans for a sixth-rounder. So when they woke up on deadline day, they had nine picks in the 2025 draft. And even after landing Lattimore, they retain a full complement of seven.
"That made us feel a little more comfortable doing this," Peters said.
Getting that level of comfort takes vision, and that vision includes weighing the cost of adding Lattimore -- who has two years left on his deal -- now against trying to acquire a similar player in the offseason through the draft or free agency. That's why being a general manager is more than a full-time job, and that's why Peters has already built a large and competent staff of scouts and analytics people.
But what we're also seeing from Peters, in his first 10 months on the job, is leadership. Given the abyss that existed in that office before, what a concept.
What Commanders fans care about as Lattimore comes aboard is how he fits into Quinn's scheme, whether he can lock down Philly's A.J. Brown and Dallas's CeeDee Lamb, and how soon he'll be over the hamstring issue that left him as a bystander at his first Washington practice.
But it's telling that, in addressing the media, Peters made a point to spread credit to other members of his front office -- Martin Mayhew, Lance Newmark, Chris White, Scott Fitterer and David Blackburn. They put in the work that made a deal possible. They may not do it for the credit. But that doesn't mean it's not nice to be acknowledged for it.
Lattimore's first chance to show that Peters and his staff made the right decision could come Sunday, when the Commanders host Pittsburgh. That's the narrow view. The wide angle: There's no way to talk about this team -- be it on a barstool or in newsprint -- without marveling at the 180-degree pivot it has made in less than a year.
Daniels, as diligent and incandescent as he is, deserves so much of the credit. But even the quarterback is only in Washington because the general manager selected him. At some point, we'll have an Adam Peters move to dissect and reject. We just don't have one yet.
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Marshon Lattimore changes the Commanders' entire defense
The cornerback, acquired Tuesday at the trade deadline, could solve a math problem for Washington, which can now play more aggressively.
By Sam Fortier | 2024-11-06

Marshon Lattimore, shown with the Saints grappling with Chargers wide receiver Simi Fehoko, brings an alpha mentality to Washington. (John Cordes/AP)


The Washington Commanders traded for star cornerback Marshon Lattimore to play more aggressively on defense.
For most of the season, against better offenses, defensive coordinator Joe Whitt Jr. has been handcuffed by his personnel, and his unit has struggled to stop the run out of lighter boxes and struggled to stop the pass out of heavier ones.
"If we're going to stop the run with the heavier box, we [need to] win our one-on-ones outside," he said after the Commanders lost, 30-23, to the Baltimore Ravens in Week 6 -- but the team couldn't do so reliably with a weak cornerback trio of Benjamin St-Juste, Mike Sainristil and Noah Igbinoghene, so Whitt had to play more light-box schemes with two high safeties.

The Commanders hope the addition of Marshon Lattimore will help them stop the pass while using heavier boxes. (Sam Fortier/TWP)


Lattimore, a four-time Pro Bowl selection, could unlock the defense by allowing Whitt to shuffle his personnel and get more aggressive with blitzes and man-to-man coverage, which were hallmarks of the scheme Whitt and Coach Dan Quinn used with Dallas.
Lattimore has a fitting personality. The fiery, 6-foot, 192-pound cornerback often lines up in press coverage, doesn't shy away from hitting and had many physical battles with Tampa Bay Buccaneers star wideout Mike Evans, who has a significant size advantage at 6-5 and 231 pounds. In 2021, Commanders wide receiver Terry McLaurin -- who was part of the same Ohio State recruiting class as Lattimore -- praised Lattimore's aggressiveness and technique.
"He has that alpha mentality," McLaurin said. "He wants the smoke every time. Every time."
In the big picture, Lattimore's addition shows the Commanders' new regime wants to compete with the NFL's elite, capitalize on its early momentum, send a message to the locker room and maximize the rookie contract of quarterback Jayden Daniels.
On the field, it has a lengthy trickle-down effect. Whitt can give St-Juste more manageable assignments as the second outside cornerback and move Sainristil, a promising rookie, back into the slot, where he excelled in college and the Commanders believe he's best.
The top backup is now Igbinoghene, who can play inside and outside, instead of Emmanuel Forbes Jr. or Michael Davis, who have contributed little. (Over the past month, Forbes hasn't played more than six snaps in a game except during the blowout of Carolina.)
The move was made with the playoffs in mind. Washington won't face many elite offenses over its last eight regular season games -- only Philadelphia and Atlanta are in the top 12 of expected points added or success rate -- but the postseason promises harder battles.
This year, Lattimore has already matched up with several high-powered offenses -- and each opponent chose not to challenge him much. According to the NFL's Next Gen Stats, opponents targeted Lattimore on just 9.7 percent of his coverage snaps, the second-lowest rate among all cornerbacks. (Some of that could have to do with the Saints' other cornerbacks, whom Pro Football Focus considers among the league's worst.)
When teams have targeted Lattimore, he has been elite. In seven games, he allowed eight receptions on 14 targets for a total of just 83 yards, according to PFF. The longest completion he allowed was an 18-yard out route to Panthers rookie Xavier Legette in Week 1.

Marshon Lattimore's longest completion allowed this season, according to Pro Football Focus. (Sam Fortier/TWP)


Advanced stats paint Lattimore as one of the league's best. Completion Percentage Over Expected -- the Next Gen Stats metric that uses tracking data to determine the probability of a completion -- ranks him as the third-best cornerback in the NFL, just below Chicago's Jaylon Johnson and San Francisco's Renardo Green.
One big question: Where will Lattimore line up? For most of his career, he has played mostly on the right side, and that tendency has grown stronger. This season, he has lined up on the right side about 85 percent of the time, according to PFF, which meant that when he faced the Philadelphia Eagles in September, he sometimes matched up with DeVonta Smith and other times with Jahan Dotson. (Star receiver A.J. Brown missed that game, a 15-12 Eagles win, with a hamstring injury.)
"[He'll] be more versatile," Quinn said Wednesday. "I want to get a sense for getting into the rhythm here for a while, but I would sense that ... we'd move [him] around some."
The other big question is Lattimore's availability. He has struggled to stay healthy since college, when a hamstring injury limited him to six games as a redshirt freshman, and he missed 19 of the Saints' past 43 games. His hamstrings have been particularly troublesome since he became a pro; he injured them in 2015, in 2019, in 2020 and again this season. He missed the Saints' game against the Panthers on Sunday with a hamstring strain.
But the Commanders are confident he'll be okay. (Lattimore was subject to a physical before the trade was completed.) And when he's on the field, he can change the entire defense, bringing Quinn and Whitt closer to the attacking vision they have had from the beginning.
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Commanders want to avoid a Terrible Towel takeover. A fan had an idea.
Washington will hand out burgundy towels to everyone who attends Sunday's game at Northwest Stadium against the visiting Steelers.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2024-11-06

Steelers fans wave their Terrible Towels during the second half against the New York Jets in Pittsburgh. (Gene J. Puskar/AP)


Memories of Nov. 3, 2008, still eat at longtime Washington football fans. The infiltration of Pittsburgh Steelers fans, waving their yellow Terrible Towels and hollering loudly, forced Washington to go to a silent snap count -- in its home stadium.
The sight -- and sound -- left Washington players dumbfounded, not to mention embarrassed. The Steelers crushed them in every way imaginable on their way to a 23-6 win.
"I'm like, 'Are those yellow towels for us or for them?'" wide receiver Santana Moss told The Washington Post at the time. "I really scratched my head about it because I've never seen it done ... to have someone come into our home and almost have more fans than we did."
Opponent takeovers have been the norm in Landover for years; rarely does Washington experience a true home-field advantage. But with new ownership and the semblance of renewed fan interest, the Commanders (7-2) are hoping to create new memories Sunday when they host the Steelers again. The team will give every fan in attendance a burgundy rally towel with the hope of turning a sea of yellow into a combo that resembles Washington's colorway.
The team tried a similar tactic for the 2016 season opener, when it last hosted the Steelers in the regular season. Before the game, it gave out an undisclosed number of sponsored burgundy towels that read "Fight For Old DC" in white lettering. It didn't matter. Washington was an underdog at home and was crushed, 38-16, by Ben Roethlisberger and Pittsburgh, dashing whatever hope lingered after it won the NFC East the previous season.
So why try it again?

The Commanders will distribute thousands of burgundy towels before Sunday's game at Northwest Stadium to try to offset Pittsburgh Steelers fans' yellow Terrible Towels. (Washington Commanders)


Circumstances have changed. The Commanders, led by young quarterback Jayden Daniels, have suddenly morphed into one of the most exciting teams in the NFL with an ownership group led by Josh Harris that has so far shown a willingness to invest -- and listen.
Multiple fans, as well as former running back Brian Mitchell, suggested the team give out burgundy towels. One fan went so far as to message Commanders minority owner Mark Ein. Longtime season ticket holder Chris Gellner of Warrenton sent a direct message to Ein in late September, believing it would go unread like all the others he sent to members of the former regime.
"Mark, I have sent this over numerous times to the previous front office when the Steelers come in town but never got anything back," Gellner told Ein. "Unfortunately there are tons of Steelers fans that live in the DMV ... and no matter what the record they will take over the stadium and bring those stupid terrible towels. ... It's a bad visual in the stadium and on TV ... so all you have to hand out is burgundy towels as a give away and the whole stadium will look like Burgundy and Gold ... it will look like our colors. Just an idea!"
Ein promptly responded to thank Gellner for the suggestion. He told Gellner he would run it by others in the ownership group to see if it was feasible.
"Josh was like, 'I love this idea,' and we just made it happen," Ein said.
The group mentioned it at an exclusive dinner with friends and team sponsors. A Verizon executive was there and became intrigued enough to want to sponsor the towels.
Ein soon realized that, for Gellner, the towels have meaning that extend far beyond Sunday's game.
Gellner has been a Washington season ticket holder for 17 years, despite the team's poor performance and myriad comments from friends who questioned why he kept going back. Gellner's loyalty came from his grandfather and father, both lifelong Washington fans.
"My grandfather would talk to me about the season ticket and being on the waiting list," Gellner said. "Six or seven years after he passed away, it came up and I said to my dad, 'I've got to do this.' Of course, I didn't have $3,000 laying around, so he went halfsies on me."
And he has stuck around since.
"Everyone used to just say: 'Why? Why do you put yourself through this?'" Gellner continued. "And now there's just this ray of hope."
On Tuesday morning, Ein called Gellner to share the news that the team liked his idea so much that it had close to 50,000 towels ready to hand out Sunday at Northwest Stadium.
"My wife would kill me if I say this, but it's [marrying] my wife, having my daughter and then getting towels handed out against the Steelers -- I think that's now number three on my list," Gellner said jokingly. "No, but I think the greatest thing about it is that I feel like [the owners] care. I was a number, and now I'm starting to feel like, 'Okay, yeah, they care.'"




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/11/06/commanders-want-avoid-terrible-towel-takeover-fan-had-an-idea/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




feed_0/article_24/images/img3_u9.jpg





feed_0/article_24/images/img4_u6.jpg





feed_0/article_24/images/img2_u9.jpg





feed_0/article_20/images/img1_u17.jpg





feed_0/article_34/images/img2_u21.jpg





feed_0/article_34/images/img3_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_2/images/img1_u90.jpg





feed_0/article_2/images/img3_u19.jpg
Biden approval ratings
Three-week averages of approval ratings.
— All Americans — Democrats — Independents — Republicans

005 Overall Jobs and economy Handling pandemic
Late May

75

-14 12
i VN/\/\/\
Feb. 8 Oct. 11 Feb. 8 Oct. 11 Feb. 8 Oct. 11

Source: Economist-YouGov polling THE WASHINGTON POST





feed_0/article_2/images/img4_u10.jpg
Percentage change in consumer prices
©®2021 @2022 @2023

+10%

U.K. France u.s. Spain Italy India

Source: World Bank THE WASHINGTON POST





feed_0/article_2/images/img2_u30.jpg
Percent change in CPI relative to prior year
+10%

May 2021

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics THE WASHINGTON POST





feed_0/article_34/images/img1_u39.jpg





feed_0/article_34/images/img4_u15.jpg





feed_0/article_9/images/img1.jpg





feed_0/article_9/images/img3_u23.jpg





feed_0/article_9/images/img4_u13.jpg





feed_0/article_9/images/img2_u5.jpg





feed_0/article_31/images/img2_u28.jpg





feed_0/article_31/images/img1_u105.jpg





feed_0/article_20/images/img2_u6.jpg





feed_0/article_21/images/img1_u36.jpg





feed_0/article_27/images/img2_u37.jpg





feed_0/article_27/images/img1_u14.jpg





feed_0/article_5/images/img1_u31.jpg





feed_0/article_23/images/img1_u98.jpg
%
“2{* i%—

w %;{-‘
ol

-'r Y
1‘

J Fdl = ‘/>;

’\

A,

-






feed_0/article_23/images/img3_u18.jpg





feed_0/article_23/images/img4_u16.jpg





feed_0/article_23/images/img2_u2.jpg





feed_0/article_29/images/img3_u16.jpg





feed_0/article_29/images/img2_u16.jpg





feed_0/article_10/images/img1_u61.jpg





feed_0/article_8/images/img2_u24.jpg
Net trust in news organizations relati

ve to 2024 choice

Comparing the percentage identifying a source as a main source for news about
politics with trust in news organizations to fairly and accurately report political news.

Circles are scaled to the percentage of respondents id
as a main source.

lentifying the source

+50
MSNBC
National
NPR. newspaper
. CNN
Net trust in Network news
news orgs A local newspaper
. Local TV
Apple News. .
Another TV network
All voters
2 ~ Facebook/Instagram
TikTok . Local radio
Friends or family
YouTube .
Podcasts or talk radio .
X Fox News
75
Harris +75 Trump +50

Source: Post-Schar School poll of swing states, October 2024

Net support in presidential race

THE WASHINGTON POST





feed_0/article_8/images/img1_u91.jpg





feed_0/article_4/images/img1_u72.jpg





feed_0/article_29/images/img4_u9.jpg





feed_0/article_29/images/img1_u53.jpg





feed_0/article_36/images/img1_u15.jpg





feed_0/article_36/images/img2_u14.jpg





feed_0/article_36/images/img3_u8.jpg





feed_0/article_25/images/img1_u54.jpg





feed_0/article_6/images/img4_u7.jpg





feed_0/article_6/images/img1_u19.jpg





feed_0/article_18/images/img1_u43.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img1_u94.jpg
N.H. Maine
vl B H

NY. Conn. R.l

. Ind. Ohio Pa. ’ ‘N.J.
. l ‘ Wya. _Md.
L] WDel.

a1
Mo, Tenn. Va.
ey B

Miss. Ala. Ga.
s.C.
Calif. Ariz. ~ N.M.
2 |
Alaska  Hawaii Fla.

R
@ democat. @ Repubican 7 Reportingvotes





feed_0/article_35/images/img2_u33.jpg





feed_0/article_35/images/img1_u27.jpg





feed_0/article_16/images/img1_u10.jpg
- ,// ’

'TRUMP
WILL FIX IT





feed_0/article_7/images/img2_u43.jpg





feed_0/article_13/images/img1_u22.jpg





feed_0/article_28/images/img1_u93.jpg





feed_0/article_15/images/img4_u17.jpg





feed_0/article_15/images/img1_u24.jpg





feed_0/article_15/images/img2.jpg





feed_0/article_15/images/img3.jpg
-l Tx iy ‘
SIS L8 / W3 . :
nr el / 931717595 I






feed_0/article_6/images/img3_u13.jpg





feed_0/article_6/images/img2_u27.jpg
gw :
y " :
World leaders react
to Trump’s win





feed_0/article_7/images/img5_u6.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img1_u79.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img4.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img7_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img6_u4.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img3_u28.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img8.jpg





feed_3/article_8/images/img1_u60.jpg





feed_3/article_4/images/img1_u69.jpg





feed_3/article_2/images/img2_u12.jpg





feed_3/article_10/images/img1_u48.jpg





feed_3/article_9/images/img1_u12.jpg





feed_3/article_2/images/img1_u26.jpg





feed_3/article_12/images/img1_u1.jpg





feed_2/article_7/images/img2_u40.jpg





feed_2/article_7/images/img3_u21.jpg





feed_2/article_11/images/img1_u107.jpg





cover.jpg
The
Washington
Post

Thu, 07 Nov 2024





feed_2/article_7/images/img4_u12.jpg





feed_2/article_7/images/img1_u82.jpg





feed_6/article_0/images/img1_u73.jpg





feed_2/article_0/images/img1_u58.jpg





feed_2/article_6/images/img2_u31.jpg





feed_6/article_6/images/img1_u86.jpg





feed_2/article_6/images/img1_u65.jpg





feed_6/article_1/images/img1_u9.jpg





feed_2/article_3/images/img1_u28.jpg
r
&)

S






feed_6/article_1/images/img2_u34.jpg





feed_2/article_1/images/img1_u44.jpg





feed_6/article_1/images/img3_u7.jpg





feed_6/article_3/images/img2_u13.jpg





feed_6/article_3/images/img1_u13.jpg





feed_2/article_4/images/img6_u2.jpg





feed_6/article_5/images/img4_u14.jpg





feed_2/article_4/images/img3_u11.jpg





feed_6/article_5/images/img1_u104.jpg
TOGETHER

i B






feed_6/article_5/images/img2_u15.jpg





feed_2/article_4/images/img2_u17.jpg





feed_6/article_5/images/img3_u2.jpg
TRUMP, MAKE
ISRAEL GREAT!

X L - .
Lo g —

X, ? .
=






feed_2/article_4/images/img1_u16.jpg





feed_6/article_8/images/img2_u1.jpg





feed_2/article_4/images/img4_u1.jpg
BLACK LIVES MATTER

Paid for by RREPS & Emancipate NC

B






feed_2/article_4/images/img5_u1.jpg





feed_6/article_4/images/img1_u21.jpg
”~





feed_2/article_5/images/img2_u51.jpg





feed_2/article_5/images/img1_u1.png
73\
Nice Day!





feed_6/article_8/images/img1_u35.jpg





feed_2/article_2/images/img2_u11.jpg
Precipitation during the last 30 days

Percent of average, ending Nov. 5

S EEE——
01 10 25 50 75 100 150 200 300 500 1000

N % v
Land areas in white did not observe any rain during the period
Source: National Water Prediction Service THE WASHINGTON POST





feed_2/article_2/images/img1_u57.jpg





feed_6/article_9/images/img2_u44.jpg
-





feed_2/article_10/images/img1_u63.jpg





feed_6/article_2/images/img3_u10.jpg





feed_6/article_2/images/img1_u85.jpg





feed_6/article_12/images/img1_u112.jpg





feed_6/article_9/images/img3_u29.jpg





feed_2/article_9/images/img1_u115.jpg
Northeast U.S. temperatures on November 6, 2024
Degrees (°F)

-20 0 20 40 60 80 100 120

Highest
FAYSS
EWR 83
ROAS2
80182
DCAS2

Lowest
AN 48
GRB 50
MKE 50
APN SO
WIL51

Temperatures as of 19:58 UTC 11/6/2024 at 104 ThreadEx climate locations used by the Weather Service. Color fll from
Weather Service forecast initialization. Small, white-highlight temperatures are max and min from that analysis.

Source: National Digital Forecast Database, lowa Environmental Mesonet THE WASHINGTON POST





feed_6/article_9/images/img1_u76.jpg





feed_2/article_10/images/img2_u29.jpg
-

-rql 1
N s
o= S S





feed_6/article_2/images/img2_u46.jpg





feed_2/article_8/images/img1_u51.jpg





feed_0/article_22/images/img1_u84.jpg





feed_0/article_30/images/img3_u26.jpg





feed_0/article_30/images/img1_u110.jpg





feed_0/article_30/images/img2_u10.jpg





feed_0/article_24/images/img1_u40.jpg





feed_1/article_15/images/img1_u33.jpg
o N S

»QE‘\A//\;}JI\JKM /\? /] »\*/)

LYy e \

Pom e ma” A Fal





feed_9/article_7/images/img1_u47.jpg
i
IIIIII(.

TR

BRIAN
GiLLiaMs






feed_5/article_0/images/img3_u6.jpg
& =
A WORLD WITHOUT TRAN
PEOPLE HAS

NEVER EXISTED
AND NEVER WILL.






feed_5/article_0/images/img1_u62.jpg





feed_5/article_3/images/img4_u8.jpg





feed_9/article_1/images/img2_u42.jpg





feed_1/article_13/images/img1_u30.jpg





feed_5/article_3/images/img2_u26.jpg





feed_9/article_6/images/img1_u7.jpg





feed_5/article_3/images/img3_u12.jpg





feed_2/article_12/images/img1_u64.jpg





feed_5/article_0/images/img2_u35.jpg
. ) PRESIDENT

KA ALA

HA RIS S






feed_2/article_12/images/img2_u50.jpg





feed_2/article_12/images/img3_u24.jpg
+ . X “
(. RAICK ——
&~ [ERSON
r “"TRESS





feed_5/article_5/images/img1_u8.jpg





feed_9/article_1/images/img5.jpg





feed_1/article_16/images/img1_u75.jpg





feed_9/article_1/images/img1_u96.jpg





feed_5/article_5/images/img3_u5.jpg





feed_9/article_1/images/img4_u4.jpg





feed_1/article_1/images/img1_u25.jpg
[ THE EmMoTIONAL
ROLLERCOASTER

BLUE & RED BuMPeR cars

Ram your opponents as |
aggrevmely as possible

SPINNING TEACUPS

Simulate the nauseoting
expenence of this clection

HOUSE_OF HoRRORS

The nightmare






feed_5/article_5/images/img4_u2.jpg





feed_9/article_1/images/img7.jpg





feed_9/article_3/images/img1_u55.jpg





feed_5/article_2/images/img2_u47.jpg





feed_9/article_3/images/img2_u3.jpg





feed_1/article_7/images/img1_u59.jpg





feed_9/article_1/images/img6.jpg





feed_1/article_0/images/img1_u113.jpg





feed_5/article_5/images/img2_u8.jpg





feed_9/article_1/images/img3_u3.jpg





feed_5/article_3/images/img5_u2.jpg





feed_1/article_6/images/img1_u68.jpg





feed_5/article_3/images/img1_u42.jpg





feed_9/article_1/images/img8_u1.jpg





mastheadImage.jpg
@he Washington Post





feed_4/article_3/images/img1_u71.jpg





feed_9/article_4/images/img1_u88.jpg





feed_1/article_4/images/img1_u32.jpg





feed_1/article_5/images/img4_u3.jpg





feed_4/article_1/images/img1_u83.jpg
@P\ms 2029

0'

— .g





feed_9/article_4/images/img2_u20.jpg





feed_1/article_5/images/img1_u97.jpg





feed_9/article_4/images/img3_u27.jpg





feed_4/article_2/images/img2_u22.jpg





feed_9/article_8/images/img2_u39.jpg





feed_9/article_8/images/img3_u4.jpg





feed_1/article_3/images/img1_u4.jpg





feed_5/article_2/images/img1_u108.jpg





feed_1/article_5/images/img2_u18.jpg





feed_9/article_5/images/img1_u92.jpg





feed_4/article_0/images/img1.png
All you have to do is ask.
@he Washington Post





feed_1/article_5/images/img3_u22.jpg





feed_1/article_14/images/img1_u101.jpg





feed_9/article_5/images/img2_u38.jpg





feed_3/article_13/images/img1_u3.jpg





feed_9/article_9/images/img1_u95.jpg





feed_1/article_12/images/img1_u29.jpg





feed_9/article_9/images/img4_u18.jpg





feed_9/article_9/images/img5_u3.jpg





feed_1/article_8/images/img1_u117.jpg





feed_4/article_2/images/img1_u56.jpg





feed_9/article_8/images/img1_u109.jpg





feed_1/article_9/images/img1_u41.jpg





feed_9/article_9/images/img6_u1.jpg





feed_3/article_11/images/img1_u23.jpg





feed_9/article_9/images/img3_u25.jpg
W






feed_1/article_2/images/img1_u11.jpg





feed_3/article_17/images/img1_u37.jpg





feed_9/article_9/images/img2_u4.jpg





feed_8/article_3/images/img1_u34.jpg





feed_3/article_19/images/img3_u1.png
HAWKS ' 23
WIZARDS 25






feed_3/article_1/images/img1_u78.jpg





feed_8/article_1/images/img1_u52.jpg





feed_0/article_26/images/img2_u41.jpg





feed_3/article_7/images/img1_u111.jpg





feed_8/article_11/images/img2_u19.jpg





feed_0/article_26/images/img6_u3.jpg





feed_8/article_11/images/img1_u38.jpg





feed_0/article_17/images/img1_u67.jpg





feed_3/article_7/images/img2_u49.jpg





feed_0/article_26/images/img5_u5.jpg





feed_3/article_0/images/img1_u89.jpg





feed_8/article_0/images/img1_u87.jpg





feed_0/article_26/images/img1_u99.jpg





feed_0/article_26/images/img3_u17.jpg





feed_3/article_6/images/img1_u100.jpg





feed_0/article_26/images/img4_u11.jpg





feed_8/article_9/images/img1_u46.jpg





feed_8/article_2/images/img1_u66.jpg





feed_3/article_3/images/img1_u6.jpg





feed_3/article_19/images/img5_u4.jpg





feed_3/article_19/images/img1_u45.jpg





feed_3/article_19/images/img2_u23.jpg





feed_8/article_5/images/img1_u2.jpg





feed_3/article_19/images/img4.png
NBA Advanced Stals






feed_3/article_16/images/img2_u7.jpg
TR

LI

7 = Heavier Box






feed_3/article_16/images/img1_u18.jpg





feed_8/article_2/images/img2_u25.jpg





feed_8/article_8/images/img1_u50.jpg





feed_3/article_16/images/img3.png





feed_7/article_3/images/img1_u77.jpg





feed_3/article_18/images/img2_u45.jpg
w"‘w |





feed_7/article_7/images/img1_u103.jpg





feed_3/article_18/images/img1_u102.jpg





feed_3/article_14/images/img1_u116.jpg





feed_3/article_5/images/img3_u20.jpg





feed_7/article_1/images/img1_u5.jpg





feed_3/article_5/images/img1_u81.jpg





feed_3/article_5/images/img2_u36.jpg





feed_7/article_5/images/img1_u74.jpg
1 5508 -QS ,;“ 7





feed_6/article_11/images/img2_u32.jpg





feed_7/article_8/images/img1_u70.jpg





feed_7/article_4/images/img1_u80.jpg





feed_7/article_2/images/img1_u49.jpg





feed_6/article_11/images/img3_u15.jpg





feed_6/article_11/images/img4_u5.jpg
vy

4 DS 8 B MR st
4 s —————"





feed_6/article_13/images/img1_u20.jpg





feed_6/article_11/images/img1_u114.jpg





feed_6/article_6/images/img2_u48.jpg





feed_6/article_6/images/img3_u14.jpg





feed_6/article_7/images/img1_u106.jpg





