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            Security officers and rescuers gather at a destroyed building hit in an Israeli airstrike in Damascus, Syria, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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            Firefighters and security officers gather at a destroyed building hit in an Israeli airstrike in Damascus, Syria, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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            A firefighter hoses down a building hit in an Israeli airstrike in Damascus, Syria, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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            Smoke rises between buildings hit in an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Smoke rises between buildings hit in an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Residents check their destroyed building hit in an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A man checks his destroyed shop at a street that was hit in an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Mourners react during eulogies for Israeli soldier Capt. Itay Marcovich, who was killed in action in Lebanon, during his funeral in Kokhav Yair, Israel, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            Mourners react during eulogies for Israeli soldier Capt. Itay Marcovich, who was killed in action in Lebanon, during his funeral in Kokhav Yair, Israel, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            Mourners gather around the grave of Israeli soldier Capt. Itay Marcovich, who was killed in action in Lebanon, during his funeral in Kokhav Yair, Israel, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            Firefighters try to extinguish a fire as smoke rises from a destroyed building that was hit in an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Residents check their destroyed building hit in an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A firefighter hoses down a building hit in an Israeli airstrike in Damascus, Syria, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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                                        DAMASCUS, Syria (AP) -- Israel carried out at least two airstrikes on a western neighborhood of Damascus and one of the capital's suburbs on Thursday, killing at least 15 people and wounding another 16, Syria's state news agency said.
The airstrikes on the Mazzeh neighborhood in Damascus and the suburb of Qudsaya, northwest of the capital, struck two buildings, the SANA news agency said. An Associated Press journalist at the scene in Mazzeh said that a five-story building was damaged by a missile that hit the basement.
The Israeli military said it had hit infrastructure sites and command centers of the Islamic Jihad militant group in Syria, and had "inflicted significant damage to the terrorist organization's command center and to its operatives."
The airstrikes in Damascus and the nearby suburb came shortly before Ali Larijani, an adviser to Iran's supreme leader Ali Khamenei, was scheduled to meet in the Syrian capital with representatives of Palestinian factions at the Iranian Embassy in Mazzeh.

    


The Israeli military said Islamic Jihad had participated alongside Hamas, the Palestinian militant group in the Gaza Strip, in the Oct. 7, 2023 attacks on southern Israel that killed some 1,200 people -- mostly civilians -- and saw 250 others abducted into Gaza.




The military "will continue to operate against the Islamic Jihad terrorist organization wherever necessary," it said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Israel's retaliation to the Oct. 7 attack and the ensuing Israel-Hamas war has spilled into the wider region, affecting Lebanon, Syria and leading to strikes between Israel and Iran. The war has left much of Gaza in ruins and has killed over 43,000 Palestinians, mostly women and children, according to local health authorities who do not distinguish between civilians and combatants. 
An official with the Palestinian Islamic Jihad Group said that the strike in Mazzeh targeted one of their offices, and that several members of the group were killed. The official spoke on condition of anonymity because he wasn't authorized to speak to the media.

    


Syria's state news agency SANA said that the country's air defenses were activated against a "hostile target" south of the central city of Homs. It gave no further details.
Tehran has been a main backer of Syrian President Bashar Assad's government since a 2011 uprising turned into a full-blown civil war and has played an instrumental role in turning the tide of the conflict in his favor.
Iran has sent scores of military advisers and thousands of Iran-backed fighters from around the Middle East to Syria to fight on Assad's side. Tehran has also been an economic lifeline for Assad, sending fuel and credit lines worth billions of dollars.
Israel has carried out hundreds of airstrikes in Syria targeting members of neighboring Lebanon's Hezbollah and officials from Iranian-backed groups.
Hezbollah began firing into Israel on Oct. 8, 2023, in solidarity with Hamas in Gaza. Since then, more than 3,200 people have been killed in Lebanon and more than 14,200 wounded, the country's Health Ministry reported. In Israel, 76 people have been killed, including 31 soldiers.

    


Lebanon's state media said an Israeli airstrike Thursday hit a building in Baalbek city in eastern Lebanon, killing at least nine people and wounding five others.
The strike on Baalbek came without warning. The Israeli military did not immediately comment and the target was not clear.
Israeli warplanes intensified airstrikes on Thursday, targeting various areas in southern and eastern Lebanon, including the outskirts of the southern port city of Tyre city and the Nabatieh province, the National News Agency said.
Throughout the day, sporadic airstrikes targeted Beirut's southern suburbs in a clear uptick in attacks on the area over the past two days, with the Israeli army issuing evacuation warnings for several locations and buildings in the suburbs.
The Israeli military said it carried out strikes on Hezbollah targets in the Dahiyeh area, including weapons storage facilities and command centers.

    


Lebanon's Health Ministry said the death toll in Lebanon since the war began on Oct. 8, 2023 has reached 3,365 while those wounded are 14,344. Nearly 1.2 million people have been displaced.
Before the war intensified on Sept. 23, Hezbollah said that it had lost nearly 500 members but the group has stopped releasing statements about their killed fighters since.
United Nations peacekeeping chief Jean-Pierre Lacroix, speaking during a visit to Lebanon, said the U.N. remains committed to keeping its peacekeeping force, known as UNIFIL, in place in all of its positions in southern Lebanon, despite intense ongoing battles between Israeli forces and Hezbollah militants.
UNIFIL has continued to monitor the escalating conflict between Israel and Hezbollah across the boundary known as the Blue Line despite Israeli calls for peacekeepers to pull back five kilometers (three miles) from the border. UNIFIL has accused Israel of deliberately destroying observation equipment, and 13 peacekeepers have been injured in the fighting.

    


Lacroix visited some of the wounded peacekeepers during his trip.
UNIFIL forces "continue to be deployed in all the positions, and we think it is very important to preserve that presence everywhere," LaCroix said. "...Had we vacated some of the positions, then that would have certainly jeopardized the capacity for UNIFIL to continue today, but probably even more importantly, that would have significantly undermined the capacity for UNIFIL to play a role, tomorrow, when the cessation of hostilities takes place - hopefully sooner than later."

Lacroix said there is still a "large consensus that resolution 1701 remains the critical framework for settlement," referring to the U.N. Security Council resolution that ended the brutal monthlong war between Israel and Hezbollah in 2006, but which has never been fully implemented by either party.
___
Abby Sewell in Beirut contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/syria-israel-war-airstrikes-damascus-1f6dd957d1d6c8f610349e99cfed1a98
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                    FILE - Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump visits Sprankle's Neighborhood Market in Kittanning, Pa., Sept. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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                                        Americans are fed up with the price of food, and many are looking to President-elect Donald Trump to lower their grocery bills.
Trump often railed on the campaign trail against hefty price increases for bacon, cereal, crackers and other items.
"We'll get them down," he told shoppers during a September visit to a Pennsylvania grocery store.
But the food price inflation that stunned the U.S. -- and other parts of the world -- in 2021 and 2022 had complicated causes that are difficult to unwind, from the pandemic to the Ukraine war to avian flu. And many economists think Trump's plans, including putting tariffs on imported foods and deporting undocumented workers, could actually make food prices rise.
As of October, U.S. prices for food eaten at home were up 28% from 2019, according to government figures released Wednesday. But the growth peaked in 2022; between October 2023 and October 2024, food prices rose 2%, which was lower than the overall inflation rate. 

    


Supermarket sticker shock nevertheless weighed on the U.S. electorate. About 7 in 10 voters -- including 70% of women and 63% of men -- said they were very concerned about the cost of food and groceries, according to AP VoteCast, a survey of more than 120,000 voters. Only 1 in 10 said they were not too concerned or not at all concerned.




Trump won decisively among voters who said they were "very" concerned. Around 6 in 10 voters in that group supported him, while 4 in 10 supported Vice President Kamala Harris, his Democratic rival. Harris won strong majorities of voters who were somewhat concerned, not too concerned or not at all concerned. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Asked how he would lower grocery prices during a September town hall in Michigan, Trump said tariffs would help U.S. farmers. Trump has called for a 60% tariff on products made in China and a "universal'' tariff of 10% to 20% on all other foreign goods that enter the United States. In some speeches, he mentioned even higher percentages.

    


Trump said U.S. farmers were getting "decimated" because the U.S. allows so many agricultural products into the country. As of 2021, the U.S. imported 60% of its fresh fruit, 38% of its fresh vegetables -- excluding potatoes and mushrooms -- and 10% of its beef, according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
"We're going to have to be a little bit like other countries," he said. "We're not going to allow so much come. We're going to let our farmers go to work."
But David Ortega, a professor of food economics and policy at Michigan State University, said that food producers rely on imported goods like fertilizer, equipment and packaging materials. If they're forced to pay more for those items, they will raise prices, Ortega said. 
U.S. farmers also could have trouble selling their goods overseas, since other countries would likely respond with retaliatory tariffs, he said. Around 20% of U.S. agricultural production is exported each year, according to the USDA.
The American Farm Bureau did not respond to a request for comment from The Associated Press. The Consumer Brands Association, which represents big food companies like Coca-Cola and Nestle as well as personal care companies like Procter & Gamble, says many of its members need ingredients that are grown outside the U.S., like coffee, bananas and chocolate.

    


"There is a fundamental disconnect between a stated goal of reducing grocery prices and tariff policy that only stands to increase those costs," said Tom Madrecki, the association's vice president of campaigns and special projects.
Ortega said Trump's plans to deport people who are in the U.S. illegally could also drive up grocery prices. There are more than 2 million undocumented workers throughout the U.S. food chain, he said, including an estimated 1 million working on farms, 750,000 working in restaurants and 200,000 in food production.
At the Michigan town hall, Trump said lowering energy costs by increasing oil and gas drilling would also lower food prices.
"If you make doughnuts, if you make cars, whatever you make, energy is a big deal, and we're going to get that. It's my ambition to get your energy bill within 12 months down 50%," he said.

    


Energy makes up a relatively small portion of the cost of food production and sales. For every $1 spent on food in 2022, a little less than 4 cents went toward energy costs, according to the USDA. Farm production cost 8 cents, while food processing cost 14 cents.
Joseph Glauber, a senior research fellow with the International Food Policy Research Institute, said energy prices are important, but they have already come down significantly over the past year.
"I think it would be difficult for the Trump administration to have much impact on energy prices in the short run," Glauber said.
When asked whether Trump had plans beyond energy and tariffs to lower grocery costs, a spokesperson for his transition team didn't give further details.

    


"The American people re-elected President Trump by a resounding margin, giving him a mandate to implement the promises he made on the campaign trail. He will deliver," Karoline Leavitt said.
Maria Kalaitzandonakes, an assistant professor of agricultural and consumer economics at the University of Illinois, said her research shows that most voters think politicians can bring down grocery prices.
Jordan Voigt, 34, a single parent of two toddlers, said she is currently living with her parents near Asheville, North Carolina, because the cost of fuel and groceries has gotten so high.
Voigt said she voted for Trump, in part, because she believes he's a businessman who can lower prices.
"He doesn't just say, 'Oh, this is how much this is costing, the American people have to take it.' I appreciate that," Voigt said during a gathering on election night. "He stands up and goes, 'Nope, the American people aren't going to pay that.' And he's like, 'You're going to have to figure out a way to make that cheaper.'"
But Ortega and other economists say there's very little a president can do, especially in the short term, to lower grocery prices. Sustained price declines typically only happen in steep, protracted recessions. 
"People want grocery prices to get down to pre-COVID levels, and that's just not going to happen," he said. "Deflation is not something that we want."
Kalaitzandonakes agrees that the White House has little power to get food prices down swiftly. 
But presidents can encourage policies that help tame grocery price inflation over the longer term, she said, like increasing competition and investing in infrastructure, agricultural technology and crops that are resistant to pests and extreme weather. 

"Lowering food prices is not great," Kalaitzandonakes said. "What we would want to think about instead is, is your income keeping pace with your bills versus is your bill at the grocery store coming down."
___
AP Video Journalist Erik Verduzco contributed from Asheville, North Carolina.
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            Republicans have retained control of the U.S. House of Representatives maintaining the majority in the chamber over Democrats following a fierce 2024 election for a few dozen House seats.
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            FILE - The Capitol is seen in Washington, Nov. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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    Follow AP's coverage of the election and what happens next.


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- Republicans have won enough seats to control the U.S. House, completing the party's sweep into power and securing their hold on U.S. government alongside President-elect Donald Trump.
A House Republican victory in Arizona, alongside a win in slow-counting California earlier Wednesday, gave the GOP the 218 House victories that make up the majority. Republicans earlier gained control of the Senate from Democrats.
With hard-fought yet thin majorities, Republican leaders are envisioning a mandate to upend the federal government and swiftly implement Trump's vision for the country.

    
    Lee esta historia en espanol. 


    


The incoming president has promised to carry out the country's largest-ever deportation operation, extend tax breaks, punish his political enemies, seize control of the federal government's most powerful tools and reshape the U.S. economy. The GOP election victories ensure that Congress will be onboard for that agenda, and Democrats will be almost powerless to check it.

    


When Trump was elected president in 2016, Republicans also swept Congress, but he still encountered Republican leaders resistant to his policy ideas, as well as a Supreme Court with a liberal majority. Not this time. 




When he returns to the White House, Trump will be working with a Republican Party that has been completely transformed by his "Make America Great Again" movement and a Supreme Court dominated by conservative justices, including three that he appointed.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Trump rallied House Republicans at a Capitol Hill hotel Wednesday morning, marking his first return to Washington since the election.
"I suspect I won't be running again unless you say, 'He's good, we got to figure something else,'" Trump said to the room full of lawmakers who laughed in response. 
House Speaker Mike Johnson, who with Trump's endorsement won the Republican Conference's nomination to stay on as speaker next year, has talked of taking a "blowtorch" to the federal government and its programs, eyeing ways to overhaul even popular programs championed by Democrats in recent years. The Louisiana Republican, an ardent conservative, has pulled the House Republican Conference closer to Trump during the campaign season as they prepare an "ambitious" 100-day agenda.

    


"Republicans in the House and Senate have a mandate," Johnson said earlier this week. "The American people want us to implement and deliver that 'America First' agenda."
Trump's allies in the House are already signaling they will seek retribution for the legal troubles Trump faced while out of office. The incoming president on Wednesday said he would nominate Rep. Matt Gaetz, a fierce loyalist, for attorney general.
Meanwhile, Rep. Jim Jordan, the chair of the powerful House Judiciary Committee, has said GOP lawmakers are "not taking anything off the table" in their plans to investigate special counsel Jack Smith, even as Smith is winding down two federal investigations into Trump for plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election and hoarding classified documents at his Mar-a-Lago estate.

    


Still, with a few races still uncalled the Republicans may hold the majority by just a few seats as the new Congress begins. Trump's decision to pull from the House for posts in his administration -- Reps. Gaetz, Mike Waltz and Elise Stefanik so far -- could complicate Johnson's ability to maintain a majority in the early days of the new Congress.
Gaetz submitted his resignation Wednesday, effective immediately. Johnson said he hoped the seat could be filled by the time the new Congress convenes Jan. 3. Replacements for members of the House require special elections, and the congressional districts held by the three departing members have been held by Republicans for years. 
With the thin majority, a highly functioning House is also far from guaranteed. The past two years of Republican House control were defined by infighting as hardline conservative factions sought to gain influence and power by openly defying their party leadership. While Johnson -- at times with Trump's help -- largely tamed open rebellions against his leadership, the right wing of the party is ascendant and ambitious on the heels of Trump's election victory.

    


The Republican majority also depends on a small group of lawmakers who won tough elections by running as moderates. It remains to be seen whether they will stay onboard for some of the most extreme proposals championed by Trump and his allies.
House Democratic Leader Hakeem Jeffries, meanwhile, is trying to keep Democrats relevant to any legislation that passes Congress, an effort that will depend on Democratic leaders unifying over 200 members, even as the party undergoes a postmortem of its election losses.
In the Senate, GOP leaders, fresh off winning a convincing majority, are already working with Trump to confirm his Cabinet picks. Sen. John Thune of South Dakota won an internal election Wednesday to replace Sen. Mitch McConnell, the longest serving party leader in Senate history.

    


Thune in the past has been critical of Trump, but praised the incoming president during his leadership election bid.
"This Republican team is united. We are on one team," Thune said. "We are excited to reclaim the majority and to get to work with our colleagues in the House to enact President Trump's agenda."
The GOP's Senate majority of 53 seats also ensures that Republicans will have breathing room when it comes to confirming Cabinet posts, or Supreme Court justices if there is a vacancy. Not all those confirmations are guaranteed. Republicans were incredulous Wednesday when the news hit Capitol Hill that Trump would nominate Gaetz as his attorney general. Even close Trump allies in the Senate distanced themselves from supporting Gaetz, who had been facing a House Ethics Committee investigation into allegations of sexual misconduct and illicit drug use.
Still, Trump on Sunday demanded that any Republican leader must allow him to make administration appointments without a vote while the Senate is in recess. Such a move would be a notable shift in power away from the Senate, yet all the leadership contenders quickly agreed to the idea. Democrats could potentially fight such a maneuver. 

Meanwhile, Trump's social media supporters, including Elon Musk, the world's richest man, clamored against picking a traditional Republican to lead the Senate chamber. Thune worked as a top lieutenant to McConnell, who once called the former president a "despicable human being" in his private notes.
However, McConnell made it clear that on Capitol Hill the days of Republican resistance to Trump are over.
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            FILE - Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Fla., speaks on Capitol Hill in Washington, March 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard, File)
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            FILE - Director of National Intelligence John Ratcliffe waits to board Marine One with President Donald Trump on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Dec. 12, 2020. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Donald Trump has had few defenders in Congress as reliable as Matt Gaetz, who has thundered at one prosecutor after another for perceived bias against the president-elect and emphatically amplified the Republican's rallying cry that the criminal investigations into him are "witch hunts."
That kinship was rewarded Wednesday when Trump named Gaetz as his pick for attorney general, turning to a conservative loyalist in place of more established lawyers who'd been seen as contenders. 
In announcing his selection of Gaetz as attorney general and John Ratcliffe a day earlier as CIA director, Trump underscored the premium he places on loyalty, citing both men's support for him during the Russia investigation as central to their qualifications and signaling his expectation that leaders in his administration should function not only as a president's protector but also as an instrument of retribution. 

    


The dynamic matters at a time when Trump, who will enter office in the wake of two federal indictments expected to soon evaporate and a Supreme Court opinion blessing a president's exclusive authority over the Justice Department, has threatened to pursue retaliation against perceived adversaries.




"Matt will root out the systemic corruption at DOJ, and return the department to its true mission of fighting Crime, and upholding our Democracy and Constitution. We must have Honesty, Integrity, and Transparency at DOJ," Trump wrote in a social media post about Gaetz, a Florida Republican.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The rhetoric from Trump reflects an about-face in approach from President Joe Biden, who has repeatedly taken a hands-off approach from the Justice Department even while facing a special counsel investigation into his handling of classified information and as his son, Hunter, was indicted on tax and gun charges.
Democrats immediately sounded the alarm, with Sen. Dick Durbin, the Democratic chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee, saying Gaetz "would be a disaster" in part because of Trump's threat to use the Justice Department "to seek revenge on his political enemies." The president of Common Cause, a good government group, called the selection "shocking" and "a serious threat to the fair and equal enforcement of the law in our nation." Even several Senate Republicans expressed concern about the Gaetz pick. 

    


That Trump would openly value Gaetz's role in "defeating the Russia, Russia, Russia Hoax, and exposing alarming and systemic Government Corruption and Weaponization" is not altogether surprising. In his first term, Trump fired an FBI director who refused to pledge loyalty to him at a private White House dinner and an attorney general who recused himself from the Justice Department's investigation into potential ties between Russia and his 2016 presidential campaign.
"I think this selection indicates that President-elect Trump was looking for an attorney general whose views were closely aligned with him with respect to the appropriate role of the Department of Justice," said former federal prosecutor Robert Mintz.

    


Ratcliffe, who served as Trump's director of national intelligence in the final months of his first term, rose to prominence on Capitol Hill as a staunch defender of Trump. He was a member of Trump's advisory team during his first impeachment in 2019 and pointedly grilled multiple witnesses about the Russia investigation -- including an FBI agent who led the inquiry and also traded anti-Trump text messages with a colleague.
That work was credited by Trump in his selection announcement as he praised Ratcliffe for "exposing fake Russian collusion" and having "been a warrior for Truth and Honesty with the American Public."
Gaetz would be the first attorney general in 20 years without prior Justice Department experience, and in recent years became embroiled himself in a federal sex trafficking investigation that ended without criminal charges.
Hours before the announcement, Gaetz said in a social media post that there needs to be a "full court press against this WEAPONIZED government that has been turned against our people." He added: "And if that means ABOLISHING every one of the three letter agencies, from the FBI to the ATF, I'm ready to get going!" If confirmed as attorney general, he would oversee both the FBI and the ATF.

    


Advancing the theme of vengeance, billionaire Trump supporter Elon Musk weighed in on the Gaetz appointment with a post that said: "The Hammer of Justice is coming."
Gaetz has used the seat in Congress he first won in 2016 to rail against the Justice Department, repeatedly decrying what he -- and Trump -- contends is a criminal justice system biased against conservatives. He has blasted law enforcement officials he has perceived as being either overtly anti-Trump or ineffective in protecting Trump's interests.

    


When Robert Mueller visited Capitol Hill to discuss the findings of the Russia investigation, Gaetz condemned the prosecutor for leading a team that the congressman said was "so biased." The Trump Justice Department appointed a special prosecutor, John Durham, to examine errors in the Russia investigation, but Gaetz scolded Durham too for failing to uncover enough damaging information about the FBI's inquiry into Trump.
"For the people like the (committee) chairman who put trust in you, I think you let them down. I think you let the country down. You are one of the barriers to the true accountability that we need," Gaetz told Durham.
He's directed outright fury at FBI Director Christopher Wray, snapping at him last year that FBI applicants in Florida "deserve better than you" and at the current attorney general, Merrick Garland, who appointed special counsel Jack Smith to investigate Trump's hoarding of classified documents at his Mar-a-Lago estate in Florida and his efforts to overturn the 2020 presidential election.
Both investigations ended in indictments expected to wind down before Trump takes office. Smith, too, is also likely to be gone by the time Gaetz arrives, and a new FBI director is also expected to be appointed  given Trump's lingering discontent with Wray, his own appointee.
"None of us can predict exactly what will happen there," said Ryan Fayhee, a former Justice Department national security prosecutor. 

He added: "I think it's just more of a question of the department continuing to be independent and largely resting on the broad shoulders of the career prosecutors and agents that have held themselves to the highest standards."
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            FILE - Right-wing conspiracy theorist Alex Jones speaks to the media after arriving at the federal courthouse for a hearing in front of a bankruptcy judge, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip, File)
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            A copy of the satirical outlet The Onion is seen Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024, in Little Rock, Ark. (AP Photo/Jill Bleed)
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            Global Tetrahedron, LLC, owner of The Onion, is displayed on the entrance screen to the office building that is headquarters to the satirical publication, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024 in Chicago. The Onion won the bidding for Alex Jones'Infowars at a bankruptcy auction, backed by families of Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting victims whom Jones owes more than $1 billion in defamation judgments for calling the massacre a hoax. (AP Photo/Teresa Crawford)
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            This undated photo provided by ThreeSixty Asset Advisors shows the Infowars set. (ThreeSixty Asset Advisors via AP)
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            Global Tetrahedron, LLC, owner of The Onion, is displayed on the entrance screen to the office building that is headquarters to the satirical publication, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024 in Chicago. The Onion won the bidding for Alex Jones'Infowars at a bankruptcy auction, backed by families of Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting victims whom Jones owes more than $1 billion in defamation judgments for calling the massacre a hoax. (AP Photo/Teresa Crawford)
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            This undated photo provided by ThreeSixty Asset Advisors shows the Infowars set. (ThreeSixty Asset Advisors via AP)
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                                        The satirical news publication The Onion won the bidding for Alex Jones' Infowars at a bankruptcy auction, backed by families of Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting victims whom Jones owes more than $1 billion in defamation judgments for calling the massacre a hoax.
"The dissolution of Alex Jones' assets and the death of Infowars is the justice we have long awaited and fought for," Robbie Parker, whose daughter Emilie was killed in the 2012 shooting in Connecticut, said in a statement Thursday provided by his lawyers.
The Onion acquired the conspiracy theory platform's website; social media accounts; studio in Austin, Texas; trademarks; and video archive for an undisclosed sales price. The purchase gives a satirical outlet -- which carries the banner of "America's Finest News Source" on its masthead -- control over a brand that has long peddled misinformation and conspiracy. 

    


The Onion was founded in the 1980s and for decades has skewered politics and pop culture, including making Jones a frequent target of mocking articles. Mass shootings in America, such as the Sandy Hook attack, are often followed by The Onion publishing slightly updated versions of one of its most well-known recurring pieces of satire: "'No Way to Prevent This,' Says Only Nation Where This Regularly Happens."




"No price would be too high for such a cornucopia of malleable assets and minds," The Onion said in a satirical post confirming the sale. "And yet, in a stroke of good fortune, a formidable special interest group has outwitted the hapless owner of InfoWars (a forgettable man with an already-forgotten name) and forced him to sell it at a steep bargain: less than one trillion dollars."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The Infowars website was down Thursday morning. On his live broadcast, Jones was angry and defiant, vowing to challenge the sale and auction process in court and saying he would use a new studio that was already set up. He later announced his show was being shut down, but he resumed a short time later at a new location and using a different social media account. 

    


"The journey has just begun. Thank you," Jones said as he signed off. 
The Onion, based in Chicago, consulted on the bidding with some of the Sandy Hook families that sued Jones for defamation and emotional distress in lawsuits in Connecticut and Texas, lawyers for the families said. 
"Our clients knew that true accountability meant an end to Infowars and an end to Jones' ability to spread lies, pain and fear at scale," said Christopher Mattei, a lawyer for the families.
Ben Collins, CEO of The Onion's parent company, Global Tetrahedron, told The Associated Press in a video interview that it plans to relaunch the Infowars website in January with satire aimed at conspiracy theorists and right-wing personalities, as well as educational information about gun violence prevention from Everytown for Gun Safety. Collins joked that The Onion's bid was $1 trillion but would not disclose the actual amount.
"We thought it would be a very funny joke if we bought this thing, probably one of the better jokes we've ever told," Collins said. "The (Sandy Hook) families decided they would effectively join our bid, back our bid, to try to get us over the finish line. Because by the end of the day, it was us or Alex Jones, who could either continue this website unabated, basically unpunished, for what he's done to these families over the years, or we could make a dumb, stupid website, and we decided to do the second thing."

    


The publication bills itself as "the world's leading news publication, offering highly acclaimed, universally revered coverage of breaking national, international, and local news events" and says it has 4.3 trillion daily readers. Recent headlines have included, "Trump Boys Have Slap Fight Over Who Gets To Run Foreign Policy Meetings," "Oklahoma Law Requires Ten Commandments To Be Displayed In Every Womb" and "Man Forgetting Difference Between Meteoroid, Meteorite Struggles To Describe What Just Killed His Dog."
Sandy Hook families sued Jones and his company for repeatedly saying on his show that the shooting that killed 20 children and six educators in Newtown, Connecticut, was a hoax staged by crisis actors to spur more gun control. 

    


Parents and children of many of the victims testified that they were traumatized by Jones' conspiracies and threats by his followers.
Sealed bids for the private auction were opened Wednesday. Both supporters and detractors of Jones had expressed interest in buying Infowars.
Jones had told listeners that if his supporters won the bidding, he could stay on the Infowars platforms. The bankruptcy trustee named First United American Companies, a company affiliated with one of Jones' product-selling sites, as the "backup bid," in case The Onion purchase falls through.

First United American Companies asked the bankruptcy court in Houston in a filing on Thursday to hold a status conference immediately on "the apparent defects in the sale process, including changing the procedures, lack of transparency, and inaccurate disclosures to interested bidders," saying "the value of the assets is in the process of being destroyed at this very minute."
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            An aerial view of a mine shaft where an estimated 4000 illegal miners are trapped in a disused mine in Stilfontein, South Africa, Wednesday, Nov.13, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            Rescue workers, left, remove a body from a reformed mineshaft where illegal miners are trapped inside a disused mine in Stilfontein, South Africa, Thursday, Nov.14, 2024. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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            Rescue workers, bottom left, remove a body from a reformed mineshaft where illegal miners are trapped inside a disused mine in Stilfontein, South Africa, Thursday, Nov.14, 2024. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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            Relatives of miners and community members wait at a mine shaft where illegal miners are trapped in a disused mine in Stilfontein, South Africa, Thursday, Nov.14, 2024. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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            Volunteer rescue workers and community members leave a mine shaft where illegal miners are trapped in a disused mine in Stilfontein, South Africa, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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            Police patrol at a mine shaft where an estimated 4000 illegal miners are trapped in a disused mine in Stilfontein, South Africa, Wednesday, Nov.13, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            Relatives of miners and community members wait at a mine shaft where illegal miners are trapped in a disused mine in Stilfontein, South Africa, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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            Relatives of miners and community members wait at a mine shaft where an estimated 4000 illegal miners are trapped in a disused mine in Stilfontein, South Africa, Wednesday, Nov.13, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            Relatives of miners and community members wait at a mine shaft where illegal miners are trapped in a disused mine in Stilfontein, South Africa, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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            An aerial view of a mine shaft where an estimated 4000 illegal miners are trapped in a disused mine in Stilfontein, South Africa, Wednesday, Nov.13, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            Rescue workers, left, remove a body from a reformed mineshaft where illegal miners are trapped inside a disused mine in Stilfontein, South Africa, Thursday, Nov.14, 2024. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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            Rescue workers, bottom left, remove a body from a reformed mineshaft where illegal miners are trapped inside a disused mine in Stilfontein, South Africa, Thursday, Nov.14, 2024. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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            Relatives of miners and community members wait at a mine shaft where illegal miners are trapped in a disused mine in Stilfontein, South Africa, Thursday, Nov.14, 2024. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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            Volunteer rescue workers and community members leave a mine shaft where illegal miners are trapped in a disused mine in Stilfontein, South Africa, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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            Police patrol at a mine shaft where an estimated 4000 illegal miners are trapped in a disused mine in Stilfontein, South Africa, Wednesday, Nov.13, 2024. (AP Photo)
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                                        JOHANNESBURG (AP) -- South Africa's government says it will not help an estimated 4,000 illegal miners inside a closed mine in the country's North West province who have been denied access to basic supplies as part of an official strategy against illegal mining.
The miners in the mineshaft in Stilfontein are believed to be suffering from a lack of food, water and other basic necessities after police closed off the entrances used to transport their supplies underground.
It is part of the police's Vala Umgodi, or Close the Hole, operation, which includes cutting off miners' supplies to force them to return to the surface and be arrested.
North West police spokesperson Sabata Mokgwabone said information received from those who recently helped bring three miners to the surface indicated that as many as 4,000 miners may be underground. Police have not provided an official estimate.

    


In the past few weeks, over 1,000 miners have surfaced at various mines in North West province, with many reported to be weak, hungry and sickly after going for weeks without basic supplies.
Police continue on Thursday to guard areas around the mine to catch all those appearing from underground.




Cabinet Minister Khumbudzo Ntshavheni told reporters on Wednesday that the government would not send any help to the illegal miners because they are involved in a criminal act.
"We are not sending help to criminals. We are going to smoke them out. They will come out. Criminals are not to be helped. We didn't send them there," Ntshavheni said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Illegal mining remains common in South Africa's old gold-mining areas, with miners going into closed shafts to dig for any possible remaining deposits.
The illegal miners are often from neighboring countries, and police say the illegal operations involve larger syndicates that employ the miners.

Their presence in closed mines have also created problems with nearby communities, which complain that the illegal miners commit crimes ranging from robberies to rape.
Illegal mining groups are known to be heavily armed and disputes between rival groups sometimes result in fatal confrontations.
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Ford agrees to pay up to $165 million penalty to US government for moving too slowly on a recall
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                    El logo de Ford en un Ford Explorer, en la Feria Internacioonal Automotriz de Pittsburgh, el 15 de febrero del 2024. (AP foto/Gene J. Puskar)
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                                        DETROIT (AP) -- Ford Motor Co. will pay a penalty of up to $165 million to the U.S. government for moving too slowly on a recall and failing to give accurate recall information.
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration says in a statement Thursday that the civil penalty is the second-largest in its 54-year history. Only the fine Takata paid for faulty air bag inflators was higher.
The agency says Ford was too slow to recall vehicles with faulty rear-view cameras, and it failed to give the agency complete information, which is required by the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Act.
Ford agreed to a consent order with the agency that includes a payment of $65 million, and $45 million in spending to comply with the law. Another $55 million will be deferred.
"Timely and accurate recalls are critical to keeping everyone safe on our roads," NHTSA Deputy Administrator Sophie Shulman said in the statement. "When manufacturers fail to prioritize the safety of the American public and meet their obligations under federal law, NHTSA will hold them accountable."

    


Under the order, an independent third party will oversee the automaker's recall performance obligations for at least three years, and Ford has to cooperate with the monitor.




Ford also has to review all recalls over the last three years to make sure enough vehicles have been recalled, and file new recalls if necessary.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The company also must review and change its recall decision-making process, improving the way it analyzes data to find safety defects in its vehicles. It also has to invest in technology so it can trace parts by vehicle identification numbers.
Ford says it will invest the $45 million into advanced data analytics, a new document system, and a new testing lab.
"We appreciate the opportunity to resolve this matter with NHTSA and remain committed to continuously improving safety," Ford said in a statement.

    


Under the law, an automaker has to notify NHTSA by filing a defect report within five working days of finding out that a line of vehicles has a safety defect.
The problematic recall of more than 620,000 vehicles in the U.S., over 700,000 in North America, came in September of 2020 for rear-view cameras that can fail on several 2020 models including the F-Series pickup, the top selling vehicle in the U.S.
In agency documents, NHTSA said that Ford found warranty claims about the faulty cameras from February through April of 2020, and the matter was brought to a Ford committee in May of that year. 
In July of 2020, NHTSA contacted Ford about complaints it had received about failing cameras, and during an August, 2020, meeting with NHTSA, Ford showed data for many 2020 models with high camera failure rates.
The company did the recall on Sept. 23, 2020, and about a year later NHTSA began investigating whether the recall was done quickly enough or included enough vehicles.
In 2022 and 2024, Ford did two more recalls for the same problem, adding about 24,000 vehicles to the first camera recall. 

In the consent order, NHTSA said its investigation found that Ford violated multiple parts of the law by moving too slowly to recall vehicles with faulty cameras, giving the agency inaccurate or incomplete information, and failing to turn in required quarterly reports about additional recalls.
The order said that Ford disagreed with its assertions.
For several years, high warranty and recall costs have dinged Ford's profits, but the company says it's working to fix the issues. 
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New FDA rules for TV drug ads: Simpler language and no distractions
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                    This combination of images from video shows scenes from Nasonex television commercials broadcast in the U.S. in the 2000s. (AP Photo)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Those ever-present TV drug ads showing patients hiking, biking or enjoying a day at the beach could soon have a different look: New rules require drugmakers to be clearer and more direct when explaining their medications' risks and side effects.
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration spent more than 15 years crafting the guidelines, which are designed to do away with industry practices that downplay or distract viewers from risk information.
Many companies have already adopted the rules, which become binding Nov. 20. But while regulators were drafting them, a new trend emerged: thousands of pharma influencers pushing drugs online with little oversight. A new bill in Congress would compel the FDA to more aggressively police such promotions on social media platforms.
"Some people become very attached to social media influencers and ascribe to them credibility that, in some cases, they don't deserve," said Tony Cox, professor emeritus of marketing at Indiana University.
Still, TV remains the industry's primary advertising format, with over $4 billion spent in the past year, led by blockbuster drugs like weight-loss treatment Wegovy, according to ispot.tv, which tracks ads.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Simpler language and no distractions
The new rules, which cover both TV and radio, instruct drugmakers to use simple, consumer-friendly language when describing their drugs, without medical jargon, distracting visuals or audio effects. A 2007 law directed the FDA to ensure that drug risk information appears "in a clear, conspicuous and neutral manner."
FDA has always required that ads give a balanced picture of both benefits and risks, a requirement that gave rise to those long, rapid-fire lists of side effects parodied on shows like " Saturday Night Live."
But in the early 2000s, researchers began showing how companies could manipulate images and audio to de-emphasize safety information. In one example, a Duke University professor found that ads for the allergy drug Nasonex, which featured a buzzing bee voiced by Antonio Banderas, distracted viewers from listening to side effect information, making it harder to remember.

    


Such overt tactics have largely disappeared from drug ads.
"In general, I would say the ads have gotten more complete and transparent," says Ruth Day, director of the medical cognition lab at Duke University and author of the Nasonex study.
The new rules are "significant steps forward," Day said, but certain requirements could also open the door to new ways of downplaying risks.
Information overload?
One requirement instructs companies to show on-screen text about side effects while the audio information plays. A 2011 FDA study found that combining text with audio increased recall and understanding.
But the agency leaves it to companies to decide whether to display a few keywords or a full transcript.
"You often cannot put all that on the screen and expect people to read and understand it," Day said. "If you wanted to hide or decrease the likelihood of people remembering risk information, that could be the way to do it."

    


Viewers tend to tune out long lists of warnings and other information. But experts who work with drug companies don't expect those lists to disappear. While the guidelines describe how the information should be presented, companies still decide the content.
"If you're a company and you're worried about possible FDA enforcement or product liability and other litigation, all your incentives are to say more, not less," said Torrey Cope, a food and drug lawyer who advises companies. 
Experts also say the new rules will have little effect on the overall tone and appearance of ads.
"The most salient element of these ads are the visuals, and they are uniformly positive," said Cox. "Even if the risk message is about, for instance, sudden heart failure, they're still showing someone diving into a swimming pool."

    


Patient influencers
The new rules come as Donald Trump's advisers begin floating plans for the FDA and the pharmaceutical industry.
Robert F. Kennedy Jr., an anti-vaccine activist who has advised the president-elect, wants to eliminate TV drug ads. He and other industry critics point out that the U.S. and New Zealand are the only countries where prescription drugs can be promoted on TV. 
Even so, many companies are looking beyond TV and expanding into social media. They often partner with patient influencers who post about managing their conditions, new treatments or navigating the health system.
"They're teaching people to live a good life with their disease, but then some of them are also paid to advertise and persuade," said Erin Willis, who studies advertising and media at the University of Colorado Boulder.
Advertising executives say companies like the format because it's cheaper than TV and consumers generally feel influencers are more trustworthy than companies.
FDA's requirement for truthful, balanced risk and benefit information applies to drugmakers, leaving a loophole for both influencers and telehealth companies like Hims, Ro and Teledoc, who may not have a direct financial connection to makers of the drugs they're promoting.

    


The issue has attracted attention from members of Congress.
"The power of social media and the deluge of misleading promotions has meant too many young people are receiving medical advice from influencers instead of their health care professional," Sens. Dick Durbin of Illinois and Mike Braun of Indiana wrote the FDA in a February letter.
A recently introduced bill from the senators would bring influencers and telehealth companies clearly under FDA's jurisdiction, requiring them to disclose risk and side effect information. The bill also would require drugmakers to publicly disclose payments to influencers.
"It's asking the FDA to take a more serious stance with this kind of marketing," said Willis. "They know it's happening, but they could be doing more and their regulations haven't been updated since 2014."
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Veteran NBC host Craig Melvin tapped to replace Hoda Kotb for the first hours of 'Today' show
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                    FILE - Craig Melvin appears on NBC's "Today" show in New York on Aug. 11, 2023. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Veteran NBC host and news anchor Craig Melvin has been tapped to replace Hoda Kotb as co-host of the 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. hours of "Today." 
Melvin is a familiar face to "Today" show viewers. He currently hosts the show's third hour and is the news anchor during the first two hours. He will continue hosting the third hour with Al Roker, Dylan Dreyer and Sheinelle Jones.
"He's been an integral and beloved part of our family," Libby Leist, senior vice president of "Today," said in a statement. "From breaking news coverage in the field, to presidential interviews, to multiple Olympics and Super Bowls, Craig's shown he has the talent and the range to cover all that we do here at 'Today.' And he does it without ever losing that Southern charm."
Kotb's last official day at the show will be Jan. 10. She announced in September that she was leaving "Today," which generally runs third in the morning ratings to ABC's "Good Morning America." NBC News hasn't revealed the pick for Kotb's other role, co-anchoring the 10 a.m. hour, which she does with Jenna Bush Hager.

    


"I've enjoyed just a lifetime of blessings and this is the latest," Melvin said Thursday on air. Of Kotb and Guthrie, he said: "You guys are the sisters I never thought I needed." And he said of Kotb -- "you saved the show," which, while hyperbolic, was a reference to her taking over hurriedly after the Matt Lauer scandal.




Melvin's wife, sportscaster Lindsay Czarniak, who was host of NBC's coverage of the 2024 Paris Olympic Games on the USA Network, posted her congratulations on Instagram.

"The opportunity to watch the person you love see their dream come true is such a gift. I will never forget this day and the crowds' excitement to share your good news," she wrote.
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Hurricane-stricken Tampa Bay Rays to play 2025 season at Yankees' spring training field in Tampa
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            FILE - The New York Yankees host the Detroit Tigers during their home opener spring training baseball game at George M. Steinbrenner Field, Sunday, March 20, 2022, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky, File)
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            FILE - The New York Yankees host the Detroit Tigers during their home opener spring training baseball game at George M. Steinbrenner Field, Sunday, March 20, 2022, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky, File)
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            FILE - A sign welcoming baseball fans to George M. Steinbrenner Field, the spring training home of the New York Yankees is shown Tuesday, July 13, 2010, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara, File)
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            FILE - Signage at the entrance to the parking lot of Tropicana Field where the roof was torn off during Hurricane Milton on Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in St. Petersburg, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson, File)
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            FILE - The roof of the Tropicana Field is damaged the morning after Hurricane Milton hit the region, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in St. Petersburg, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson, File)
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            FILE - Fans arrive at George M. Steinbrenner Field for a spring training exhibition baseball game between the New York Yankees and the Pittsburgh Pirates in Tampa, Fla., Saturday, March 13, 2021. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar
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            FILE - The New York Yankees host the Detroit Tigers during their home opener spring training baseball game at George M. Steinbrenner Field, Sunday, March 20, 2022, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky, File)
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            FILE - The New York Yankees host the Detroit Tigers during their home opener spring training baseball game at George M. Steinbrenner Field, Sunday, March 20, 2022, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky, File)
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            FILE - Signage at the entrance to the parking lot of Tropicana Field where the roof was torn off during Hurricane Milton on Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in St. Petersburg, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson, File)
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            FILE - The roof of the Tropicana Field is damaged the morning after Hurricane Milton hit the region, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in St. Petersburg, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson, File)
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                                        ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP) -- The Tampa Bay Rays will play their 2025 home games at the New York Yankees' nearby spring training ballpark amid uncertainty about the future of hurricane-damaged Tropicana Field, Rays executives told The Associated Press.
Stuart Sternberg, the Rays' principal owner, said in an interview that Steinbrenner Field in Tampa is the best fit for the team and its fanbase. At about 11,000 seats, it's also the largest of the spring training sites in Florida.
"It is singularly the best opportunity for our fans to experience 81 games of major league Rays baseball," Sternberg said. "As difficult as it is to get any of these stadiums up to major league standards, it was the least difficult. You're going to see Major League Baseball in a small environment."
Baseball Commissioner Rob Manfred said the Rays-Yankees deal is good for the sport and the Tampa Bay region.

    


"This outcome meets Major League Baseball's goals that Rays fans will see their team play next season in their home market and that their players can remain home without disruption to their families," Manfred said in a news release.




The Rays' home since 1998, the domed Tropicana Field in St. Petersburg was hit hard by Hurricane Milton on Oct. 9, with most of its fabric roof shredded and water damage inside. The city of St. Petersburg, which owns the Trop, released an assessment of the damage and repair needs that estimated the cost at $55.7 million if it is to be ready for the start of the 2026 season.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The work would have to be approved by the city council, which earlier this year voted for a new $1.3 billion, 30,000-seat stadium to replace Tropicana Field beginning in 2028. The new stadium is part of a much larger urban revitalization project known as the Historic Gas Plant District -- named for the Black community that once occupied the 86 acres (34 hectares) that includes retail, office and hotel space; a Black history museum; and restaurants and bars.

    


Amid all the uncertainty, the Rays know one thing: they will play 2025 in a smallish, outdoor ballpark operated by one of their main American League East division rivals. A ballpark with a facade mimicking that of Yankee Stadium in the Bronx and festooned with plaques of Yankee players whose numbers have been retired.
Brian Auld, the Rays co-president, said in an interview that Tampa Bay has to be ready for a regular-season MLB game March 27 against the Colorado Rockies, just three days after the Yankees break training camp.
"There will be a ton of work toward putting in our brand," Auld said. "The term we like to use for that is "Rayful' into Steinbrenner Field."
It will also come with some weather challenges in the hot, rainy Florida summer climate the Rays didn't worry about in their domed ballpark. The Rays averaged about 16,500 fans per game during the 2024 season.
The Yankees will receive about $15 million in revenue for hosting the Rays, a person familiar with the arrangement told The Associated Press, speaking on condition of anonymity because that detail was not announced. The money won't come from Tampa Bay but from other sources, such as insurance.

    


Once known as Legends Field, Steinbrenner Field opened in 1996 on Tampa's north side. It is named for longtime Yankees owner George Steinbrenner, who ran a shipbuilding company in Tampa and died at his home there in 2010. One of his sons, Yankees executive Hal Steinbrenner, was instrumental in getting the deal done with the Rays, Sternberg said.
"This is a heavy lift for the Yankees. This is a huge ask by us and baseball of the Yankees," Sternberg said. "(Hal Steinbrenner) did not waver for one second. I couldn't have been more grateful."
Hal Steinbrenner said in a news release that the Yankees are "happy to extend our hand to the Rays" and noted that the team and his family have "deep roots" in the Tampa Bay area.
"In times like these, rivalry and competition take a back seat to doing what's right for our community, which is continuing to help families and businesses rebound from the devastation caused by Hurricanes Helene and Milton," he said.

    


The Tampa Tarpons, one of the Yankees minor league teams, play their home games at Steinbrenner Field during the summer. They will use baseball diamonds elsewhere in the training complex this season.

It's not the first time a big league team will host regular season games in a spring training stadium. The Toronto Blue Jays played part of the 2021 season at their facility in Dunedin because of Canadian government restrictions during the COVID-19 pandemic.
___
AP Baseball Writer Ron Blum contributed from New York.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/MLB
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Middle East latest: Human Rights Watch accuses Israel of war crimes in Gaza Strip
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            The U.S. military on Wednesday said it had conducted several days of strikes targeting Yemen's Houthi rebels. The strikes included U.S. Air Force and U.S. Navy aircraft, including the Navy's F-35C stealth fighter jet.
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            Black smoke billows after huge fireballs light up night sky over Gaza Strip
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            Settlers in the West Bank are hoping Trump's return to the White House is a cause for celebration - during his first term, but his administration took unprecedented steps to support Israel's territorial claims. This time around, as Israel is embroiled in a multifront war, settlement advocates believe Trump's history of fervent support could translate into their supreme goal: Israeli annexation of the West Bank -- a move that critics say would smother any remaining hopes for Palestinian statehood. (AP video shot by Alon Bernstein)
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            Israeli airstrikes on Thursday hit sites in Beirut's southern suburbs, setting off explosions between buildings in the area known as Dahiyeh. (AP video shot by Hussein Malla)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 21 | 
            Israeli airstrikes hit sites in Beirut's southern suburbs, setting explosions between buildings in the area known as Dahiyeh. Israel said it was targeting "Hezbollah facilities and interests" after issuing evacuation warnings prior to the airstrikes.
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            Palestinians mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of Maghazi in the Gaza Strip, during their funeral at a hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah, Gaza, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of Maghazi in the Gaza Strip, during their funeral at a hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah, Gaza, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Mourners carry their relatives who were killed in the Israeli bombardment of Maghazi in the Gaza Strip, during their funeral in Deir al-Balah, Gaza, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of Maghazi in the Gaza Strip, during their funeral at a hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah, Gaza, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Firefighters try to extinguish a fire as smoke rises from a destroyed building that was hit in an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A man checks his destroyed shop at a street that was hit in an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Residents check their destroyed building hit in an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Firefighters check a destroyed building that was hit in an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A man passes in front of destroyed buildings that were hit in an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Smoke rises between buildings hit by an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Smoke rises from buildings hit in an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            17 of 21 | 
            Smoke rises between buildings hit in an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            18 of 21 | 
            A man passes in front of destroyed buildings that were hit in an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Smoke rises between buildings hit in an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Palestinians collect clean drinking water at a desalination plant that now operates round the clock in Deir al-Balah, Gaza, a resource they barely had any access to during the war, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            in Deir al-Balah, Gaza, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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        Middle East latest: Human Rights Watch accuses Israel of war crimes in Gaza Strip
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                                    The U.S. military on Wednesday said it had conducted several days of strikes targeting Yemen's Houthi rebels. The strikes included U.S. Air Force and U.S. Navy aircraft, including the Navy's F-35C stealth fighter jet.
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                                    Black smoke billows after huge fireballs light up night sky over Gaza Strip
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                                    Settlers in the West Bank are hoping Trump's return to the White House is a cause for celebration - during his first term, but his administration took unprecedented steps to support Israel's territorial claims. This time around, as Israel is embroiled in a multifront war, settlement advocates believe Trump's history of fervent support could translate into their supreme goal: Israeli annexation of the West Bank -- a move that critics say would smother any remaining hopes for Palestinian statehood. (AP video shot by Alon Bernstein)
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                                    Israeli airstrikes on Thursday hit sites in Beirut's southern suburbs, setting off explosions between buildings in the area known as Dahiyeh. (AP video shot by Hussein Malla)
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                                    Israeli airstrikes hit sites in Beirut's southern suburbs, setting explosions between buildings in the area known as Dahiyeh. Israel said it was targeting "Hezbollah facilities and interests" after issuing evacuation warnings prior to the airstrikes.
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            Palestinians mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of Maghazi in the Gaza Strip, during their funeral at a hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah, Gaza, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of Maghazi in the Gaza Strip, during their funeral at a hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah, Gaza, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                    Palestinians mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of Maghazi in the Gaza Strip, during their funeral at a hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah, Gaza, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Mourners carry their relatives who were killed in the Israeli bombardment of Maghazi in the Gaza Strip, during their funeral in Deir al-Balah, Gaza, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                    Mourners carry their relatives who were killed in the Israeli bombardment of Maghazi in the Gaza Strip, during their funeral in Deir al-Balah, Gaza, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of Maghazi in the Gaza Strip, during their funeral at a hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah, Gaza, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                    Palestinians mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of Maghazi in the Gaza Strip, during their funeral at a hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah, Gaza, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Firefighters try to extinguish a fire as smoke rises from a destroyed building that was hit in an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A man checks his destroyed shop at a street that was hit in an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Residents check their destroyed building hit in an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    Residents check their destroyed building hit in an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Firefighters check a destroyed building that was hit in an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A man passes in front of destroyed buildings that were hit in an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Smoke rises between buildings hit by an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    Smoke rises between buildings hit by an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Smoke rises from buildings hit in an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    Smoke rises from buildings hit in an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Smoke rises between buildings hit in an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    Smoke rises between buildings hit in an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A man passes in front of destroyed buildings that were hit in an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Smoke rises between buildings hit in an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    Smoke rises between buildings hit in an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Palestinians collect clean drinking water at a desalination plant that now operates round the clock in Deir al-Balah, Gaza, a resource they barely had any access to during the war, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    21 of 21

                                    
                                    in Deir al-Balah, Gaza, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                        Human Rights Watch said in a report released Thursday that Israel has committed war crimes and crimes against humanity in the Gaza Strip, including massive forced displacements that amount to ethnic cleansing.
A new report released by the New York-based rights group said people have been killed while evacuating under Israeli orders and in Israeli-designated humanitarian zones, where hundreds of thousands are crammed into squalid tent camps.
The report said the widespread, deliberate demolition of homes and civilian infrastructure in Gaza -- some of them to carve a new road bisecting the territory and establish a buffer zone along Israel's border -- was likely to "permanently displace" many Palestinians.
"Such actions of the Israeli authorities amount to ethnic cleansing," Human Rights Watch said. 
The Israeli military did not immediately comment on the report. 

    


Israel's blistering campaign in Gaza has killed over 43,000 Palestinians, mostly women and children, according to local health officials who do not distinguish between civilians and combatants.
Around 90% of the territory's population has fled their homes, with many displaced multiple times. The Israeli offensive has also damaged or destroyed around two-thirds of homes and other buildings in Gaza, according to U.N. assessments.




Israel says it does not deliberately target civilians and blames Hamas for their deaths, saying the militants hide among civilians and operate in residential areas.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Israeli forces have encircled the Gaza Strip's northernmost areas for the past month, saying Hamas militants have regrouped there. Experts say the Israeli military campaign has caused a new wave of displaced civilians and warn that famine is imminent or may already be happening there.
Israel has also been striking deeper inside Lebanon since September as it escalates the war against Hezbollah. On Thursday Israeli warplanes intensified airstrikes targeting multiple areas of Lebanon, killing at least nine people in the eastern city of Baalbek.

    


The Israel-Hamas war began after Palestinian militants stormed into Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, killing some 1,200 people -- mostly civilians -- and abducting 250 others. Lebanon's Hezbollah group began firing into Israel on Oct. 8, 2023, in solidarity with Hamas in Gaza. Since then, more than 3,200 people have been killed in Lebanon and more than 14,200 wounded, the country's Health Ministry reported. In Israel, 76 people have been killed, including 31 soldiers.
___
Here's the latest:
Palestinians line up for clean drinking water in Gaza Strip
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip -- Palestinians have been lining up at a desalination plant that now operates round the clock in central Gaza to fill up containers of clean drinking water -- a resource they have barely had any access to during the war.
The plant previously operated for just three to four hours a day. The Israeli military said they connected the U.N.-built plant in the western part of Deir al-Balah to Israel's power grid to increase the amount of drinking water in Gaza.
Associated Press video shows people lining up at the Southern Gaza Desalination Plant, with children filling jerry cans and containers with water.

    


The plant, which was built by UNICEF in 2017, can desalinate 20,000 cubic meters of water per day and will provide drinking water to Khan Younis, Deir al-Balah, and the Muwasi humanitarian area. The electricity provided by Israel will go only to the desalination plant. 
"The amount of water will increase ... it will remain available for 24 hours and life will become easier," said Muhammad Shehab, another man displaced from Gaza City.
Peacekeeping chief says UN remains committed to operating in Lebanon
BEIRUT -- United Nations peacekeeping chief Jean-Pierre Lacroix said the U.N. remains committed to keeping its peacekeeping force, known as UNIFIL, in place in all of its positions in southern Lebanon despite intense battles between Israeli forces and Hezbollah militants.
UNIFIL has continued to monitor the escalating conflict between Israel and the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah across the boundary known as the Blue Line despite Israeli calls for peacekeepers to pull back 5 kilometers (3 miles) from the border. UNIFIL has accused Israel of deliberately destroying observation equipment, and 13 peacekeepers have been injured in the fighting.

    


Lacroix visited some of the wounded peacekeepers during his trip to Lebanon Thursday.
UNIFIL forces "continue to be deployed in all the positions, and we think it is very important to preserve that presence everywhere," LaCroix said. He added that had UNIFIL vacated its positions, they might have been taken over by one of the warring parties.
"We have a responsibility to make sure that the U.N. continues to be seen as neutral and impartial," he said. 

    


Lebanon reports 9 killed in airstrike on eastern city; strikes continue targeting Beirut suburbs
BEIRUT -- An Israeli airstrike hit a building in Baalbek city in eastern Lebanon, killing at least nine people and wounding five others, Lebanon's state media said.
The strike on Baalbek came without warning. The Israeli military did not immediately comment and the target was not clear.
Israeli warplanes intensified airstrikes on Thursday, targeting various areas in southern and eastern Lebanon, including the outskirts of the southern port city of Tyre city and the Nabatieh province, the National News Agency said.
Throughout the day, sporadic airstrikes targeted Beirut's southern suburbs in a clear uptick in attacks on the area over the past two days, with the Israeli army issuing evacuation warnings for several locations and buildings in the suburbs.
The Israeli military said it carried out strikes on Hezbollah targets in the Dahiyeh area, including weapons storage facilities and command centers.
Lebanon's Health Ministry said the death toll in Lebanon since the war began on Oct. 8, 2023 has reached 3,365 while those wounded are 14,344. Nearly 1.2 million people have been displaced in Lebanon.
Before the war intensified on Sept. 23, Hezbollah had said that it had lost nearly 500 members but the group has stopped releasing statements about their killed fighters since
2 Israeli airstrikes in Syria kill at least 15, state media report
DAMASCUS, Syria -- Syria's state news agency says Israel carried out two airstrikes on a western neighborhood Damascus and one of the capital's suburbs, killing at least 15 people.
One of the strikes targeted an office of the Palestinian Islamic Jihad group. Sixteen people were also wounded in the airstrikes, state news agency SANA said, quoting an unnamed military official.
SANA said the airstrikes on the Mazzeh neighborhood in Damascus and the suburb of Qudsaya northwest of the capital struck two buildings. An Associated Press journalist at the scene in Mazzeh said a five-story building was damaged by a missile that hit the basement.
An official with the Palestinian Islamic Jihad Group said the strike in Mazzeh targeted one of their offices, and that several members of the group were killed. The official spoke on condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to speak to the media about the group's affairs.
SANA said Syria's air defenses were activated against a "hostile target" south of the central city of Homs. It gave no further details.
Israel has carried out hundreds of airstrikes in Syria targeting members of Lebanon's Hezbollah and officials from Iranian-backed groups.
-- By Albert Aji

2 Israeli airstrikes hit Syrian capital Damascus and suburb, Syrian state media say
DAMASCUS, Syria -- Syria's state news agency says Israel carried out two airstrikes on a western neighborhood of the capital Damascus and one of its suburbs. At least two people were killed.
State news agency SANA said the airstrikes on the Mazzeh neighborhood in Damascus and the suburb of Qudsaya northwest of the capital struck two buildings. An Associated Press journalist at the scene said two bodies were removed from the five-story building.
SANA said the country's air defenses were activated against a "hostile target" south of the central city of Homs. It gave no further details. The agency later reported an explosion near Damascus, adding that the cause of the blasts was not immediately clear.
Israel has carried out hundreds of airstrikes in Syria targeting members of Lebanon's Hezbollah and officials from Iranian-backed groups.
EU's top diplomat proposes suspending political dialogue with Israel
BRUSSELS -- The European Union's top diplomat is proposing that the bloc suspend political dialogue with Israel over concerns about human rights abuses and breaches of international law in its war against Hamas.
EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell will put the proposal to foreign ministers from the 27 member countries at a meeting he will chair in Brussels on Monday.
Borrell "will ask ministers to consider whether Israel is violating human rights, whether Israel is respecting or not international humanitarian law, and he will invite the ministers to express their views on his proposal to suspend political dialogue," his spokesman said.
The EU is deeply divided over Israel and the Palestinians and it's unlikely that all the ministers would agree to halt the dialogue.
"Any kind of decisions regarding the political parts of this agreement are subject to unanimity of all the member states," the spokesman, Peter Stano, told reporters on Thursday.
Under the pact, the dialogue covers "all subjects of common interest, and shall aim to open the way to new forms of cooperation with a view to common goals, in particular peace, security and democracy." It's meant to strengthen EU-Israeli relations.
Israeli police complete demolition of Arab Bedouin village in the Negev Desert
 JERUSALEM -- Israeli police completed the demolition of the Arab Bedouin village of Umm Al-Hiran Thursday, ending a years-old legal battle.
Many in the minority community had seen the village as a symbol of their larger struggle against Israeli plans to relocate them.
On Thursday, Israeli bulldozers entered the 400-person village in the Negev Desert and demolished the last building left standing -- the mosque.
Residents had dismantled their makeshift homes earlier this week to avoid having to pay fees for the state to demolish them.
Israel says the hundreds of villagers were squatting on public land and has offered them plots in a nearby Bedouin township. The villagers accuse the authorities of forcibly displacing them so the land can be developed for Israel's Jewish majority.
Israel's far-right national security minister, Itamar Ben-Gvir, celebrated the move, posting on X that there has been a 400% increase in the issuance of such demolition orders so far this year.
"Proud to lead a strong policy of demolishing illegal houses in the Negev!" he wrote.
Or Hanoch, an Israeli activist who witnessed the demolition, said drones and helicopters hovered overhead as seven police bulldozers took down the mosque.
"After the mosque was demolished, the rest of the heavy machinery started re-destroying the rest of the houses, which were already demolished," Hanoch said.
Three members of the village council were arrested early Thursday before the demolition began, said Nati Yefet, the spokesperson for the Regional Council for Unrecognized Villages in the Negev. The council has accused Israel of clearing the land for the construction of a Jewish community.
"The destruction of Umm al-Hiran to make way for the settlement of Dror is part of a systematic population replacement program in the Negev," it said. Four other Bedouin villages have been demolished this year as part of a larger plan to raze unrecognized villages and build new Jewish communities in their place, it said.
Umm al-Hiran was founded in its current location in 1956, after the Israeli military relocated the village clan multiple times following the 1948 war that led to Israel's creation.
Israel's more than 200,000 Bedouin are the poorest members of the country's Arab minority, which also includes Christian and Muslim urban communities. Israel's Arab population, which makes up roughly 20% of the country's 10 million people, are citizens with the right to vote but often suffer discrimination and tend to identify with Palestinians in the occupied West Bank and the Gaza Strip.
Syrian state media report explosions near Damascus and Homs
DAMASCUS, Syria -- Syrian state media are reporting explosions near the capital, Damascus, and the central city of Homs in what appeared to be Israeli airstrikes.
State news agency SANA said the country's air defenses were activated against a "hostile target" south of Homs on Thursday. It gave no further details.
The agency later reported an explosion near Damascus, adding that the cause of the blasts was not immediately clear.
Israel has carried out hundreds of airstrikes in Syria targeting members of Lebanon's Hezbollah and officials from Iranian-backed groups.
Israel says it has allowed 15 trucks carrying aid into northern Gaza 
JERUSALEM -- Israel says 15 trucks loaded with aid have been allowed into northern Gaza, where aid groups have warned that a monthlong offensive could cause a famine.
The military body handling aid deliveries into the territory, COGAT, said the 15 trucks entered Gaza on Wednesday with aid shipped in by sea by the United Arab Emirates. It said the aid consists of food and water, as well as hygiene, shelter and medical supplies.
U.N. agencies did not immediately confirm that the aid was delivered to its destination inside northern Gaza.
Over the past week, the U.N. says aid trucks have entered the north but have not reached their final destinations due to Israeli movement restrictions and hungry crowds taking items from the trucks.
Israel has scrambled to ramp up aid to Gaza after a monthlong stretch during which aid plunged to its lowest levels this year.
The U.S. Biden administration warned Israel to increase the aid last month, saying a failure to do so could lead to a reduction in military support. The White House backed down this week, citing some improvements and ruling out any reduction in arms supplies, even after international aid groups said Israel had fallen far short of the American demands.
Human Rights Watch accuses Israel of war crimes, crimes against humanity in the Gaza Strip
JERUSALEM -- Human Rights Watch says Israel has committed war crimes and crimes against humanity in the Gaza Strip, including massive forced displacements that amount to ethnic cleansing.
A report released by the New York-based rights group on Thursday says Israeli evacuation orders have often caused "grave harm" to civilians. People have been killed while evacuating and in Israeli-designated humanitarian zones, where hundreds of thousands are crammed into squalid tent camps.
"The Israeli government cannot claim to be keeping Palestinians safe when it kills them along escape routes, bombs so-called safe zones, and cuts off food, water, and sanitation," said Nadia Hardman, refugee and migrant rights researcher at Human Rights Watch.
The report said the widespread, deliberate demolition of homes and civilian infrastructure in Gaza -- some of them to carve a new road bisecting the territory and establish a buffer zone along Israel's border -- was likely to "permanently displace" many Palestinians.
"Such actions of the Israeli authorities amount to ethnic cleansing," Human Rights Watch said.
The Israeli military did not immediately respond to a request for comment on the report.
Human Rights Watch called on governments to stop supplying weapons to Israel and to comply with a July opinion by the International Court of Justice saying Israel's presence in the Palestinian territories is unlawful and must end.
The group says its researchers interviewed 39 displaced Palestinians in Gaza, reviewed evacuation orders Israel has released throughout the war and analyzed satellite imagery and video of attacks along evacuation routes and in "safe zones."
US military says it conducted strikes against Houthi rebels
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates -- The U.S. military says it has conducted several days of strikes targeting Yemen's Houthi rebels.
The strikes included U.S. Air Force and U.S. Navy aircraft, including the Navy's F-35C stealth fighter jet, it said Thursday.
The military also released video showing a strike by an MQ-9 Reaper drone on a mobile missile launcher placed on the back of what appeared to be a truck. A person standing next to the launcher is seen running away after the strike.
"This targeted operation was conducted in response to the Houthi's repeated and unlawful attacks on international commercial shipping, as well as U.S., coalition and merchant vessels in the Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb Strait and the Gulf of Aden," the U.S. military's Central Command said. "It also aimed to degrade the Houthi's ability to threaten regional partners."
The strikes happened Saturday and Sunday.

The Houthis launched an attack this week targeted two U.S. Navy destroyers entering the Red Sea. The Americans said they "engaged and defeated" eight bomb-carrying drones, five anti-ship ballistic missiles and four cruise missiles that the Houthis used to target the vessels.
___
For more Middle East news: https://apnews.com/hub/middle-east

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/israel-hamas-hezbollah-mideast-latest-14-november-2024-ad692fc0f735157f8ed7997922e0138b



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Protests erupt in Paris over pro-Israel gala organized by far-right figures

    Protests erupt in Paris over pro-Israel gala organized by far-right figures

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 16 | 
            Protests erupted in Paris on Wednesday against a controversial gala organized by far-right figures in support of Israel. The event, intended to raise funds for the Israeli military, included Israeli Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich among its invited guests. (Production by Alexander Turnbull)
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            Protesters and police clash during a rally against the "Israel is Forever" gala organized by far-right Franco-Israeli figures, in Paris, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, on the eve of the UEFA Nations League 2025 soccer match between France and Israel. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            Protesters take part in a rally against the "Israel is Forever" gala organized by far-right Franco-Israeli figures, in Paris, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, on the eve of the UEFA Nations League 2025 soccer match between France and Israel. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            Protesters take part in a rally against the "Israel is Forever" gala organized by far-right Franco-Israeli figures, in Paris, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, on the eve of the UEFA Nations League 2025 soccer match between France and Israel. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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            Protesters take part in a rally against the "Israel is Forever" gala organized by far-right Franco-Israeli figures, in Paris, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, on the eve of the Nations League 2025 soccer match between France and Israel. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            Protesters take part in a rally against the "Israel is Forever" gala organized by far-right Franco-Israeli figures, in Paris, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, on the eve of the UEFA Nations League 2025 soccer match between France and Israel. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            Protesters and police clash during a rally against the "Israel is Forever" gala organized by far-right Franco-Israeli figures, in Paris, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, on the eve of the UEFA Nations League 2025 soccer match between France and Israel. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            A vandalized window of a McDonalds restaurant during a rally against the "Israel is Forever" gala organized by far-right Franco-Israeli figures over support for Israel, in Paris, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, on the eve of the UEFA Nations League 2025 soccer match between France and Israel. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            Protestors take part in a rally against the "Israel is Forever" gala organized by far-right Franco-Israeli figures, in Paris, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, on the eve of the UEFA Nations League 2025 soccer match between France and Israel. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            Protesters take part in a rally against the "Israel is Forever" gala organized by far-right Franco-Israeli figures, in Paris, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, on the eve of the UEFA Nations League 2025 soccer match between France and Israel. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            Protestors take part in a rally against the "Israel is Forever" gala organized by far-right Franco-Israeli figures, in Paris, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, on the eve of the UEFA Nations League 2025 soccer match between France and Israel. Banner reads " Another jewish voice. Peace, independence and security for all the peoples of the middle east". (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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            Protesters take part in a rally against the "Israel is Forever" gala organized by far-right Franco-Israeli figures, in Paris, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, on the eve of the UEFA Nations League 2025 soccer match between France and Israel. Placards read " Smotrich, fascist, racist, we don't want him". (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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            Protesters take part in a rally against the "Israel is Forever" gala organized by far-right Franco-Israeli figures, in Paris, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, on the eve of the UEFA Nations League 2025 soccer match between France and Israel. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            Protesters and police clash during a rally against the "Israel is Forever" gala organized by far-right Franco-Israeli figures, in Paris, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, on the eve of the UEFA Nations League 2025 soccer match between France and Israel. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            Protesters take part in a rally against the "Israel is Forever" gala organized by far-right Franco-Israeli figures, in Paris, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, on the eve of the UEFA Nations League 2025 soccer match between France and Israel. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            16 of 16 | 
            Protestors take part in a rally against the "Israel is Forever" gala organized by far-right Franco-Israeli figures, in Paris, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, on the eve of the UEFA Nations League 2025 soccer match between France and Israel. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Protests erupt in Paris over pro-Israel gala organized by far-right figures

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            

            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 16

                                    
                                    Protests erupted in Paris on Wednesday against a controversial gala organized by far-right figures in support of Israel. The event, intended to raise funds for the Israeli military, included Israeli Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich among its invited guests. (Production by Alexander Turnbull)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 16 | 
            Protesters and police clash during a rally against the "Israel is Forever" gala organized by far-right Franco-Israeli figures, in Paris, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, on the eve of the UEFA Nations League 2025 soccer match between France and Israel. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            A vandalized window of a McDonalds restaurant during a rally against the "Israel is Forever" gala organized by far-right Franco-Israeli figures over support for Israel, in Paris, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, on the eve of the UEFA Nations League 2025 soccer match between France and Israel. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Protests erupted in Paris on Wednesday against a controversial gala organized by far-right figures in support of Israel. The event, intended to raise funds for the Israeli military, included Israeli Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich among its invited guests.
The demonstrations came on the eve of a high-stakes soccer match at France's national stadium against the Israeli national team, overshadowed by tensions around the wars in the Middle East. Authorities in Paris announced that more than 4,000 police officers and 1,600 stadium staff will be deployed for the game.
Smotrich, a vocal advocate of Israeli settlements, had been expected to attend Wednesday's gala, dubbed "Israel is Forever," which was planned by an association of the same name. The group's stated goal is to "mobilize French-speaking Zionist forces."
After days of growing criticism of the event, Smotrich's office confirmed Wednesday that the minister would not travel to Paris to participate.

    


But the invitation to Smotrich drew sharp criticism from local associations, unions and left-wing political parties, prompting two protests in the French capital. The minister, a hard-line settler leader, has been accused of inflaming tensions in the West Bank and drew international condemnations this week by saying he hopes the election of Donald Trump will clear the way for Israeli annexation of the West Bank -- a step that would extinguish Palestinian statehood dreams.




The French Foreign Ministry called Smotrich's remarks "contrary to international law" and counterproductive to efforts to reduce regional tensions.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"France reiterates its commitment to the implementation of the two-state solution, with Israel and Palestine living side by side in peace and security, which is the only prospect for a just and lasting settlement of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict," the ministry said in a statement.

    


Critics also pointed at Nili Kupfer-Naouri, president of the "Israel is Forever" association, who sparked outrage in 2023, after the Israel-Hamas war started, when she tweeted that "no civilian in Gaza was innocent."
On Wednesday night, several hundred protesters marched through central Paris, denouncing the event as a "gala of hatred and shame."
"Imagine if an association were hosting a gala for Hezbollah or Hamas -- there's no way the police would allow that," said Melkir Saib, a 30-year-old protester. "The situation is just unfair."
The march was largely peaceful, but some demonstrators broke windows at a McDonald's along the route.
A separate group, including Jewish leftist organizations opposed to racism and antisemitism, gathered near the Arc de Triomphe chanting slogans against the gala and Smotrich.
French authorities defended the event, with Paris police chief Laurent Nunez stating that the gala posed "no major threat to public order."

The protests came days after tensions flared in Paris and Amsterdam related to the conflicts in the Mideast. A massive "Free Palestine" banner was displayed during a Paris Saint-Germain Champions League match against Atletico Madrid, while violence broke out in Amsterdam last week targeting fans of an Israeli soccer club.
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            Countries around the world are recalculating where they stand with the US, after President-elect Donald Trump's electoral sweep. For India, a second Trump presidency could likely play out in its favour, according to one expert. (AP video by Piyush Nagpal)
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            FILE- President Donald Trump and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, left, share a laugh together during a bilateral meeting at the G-7 summit in Biarritz, France, Aug. 26, 2019. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)
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            FILE - Prime Minister Narendra Modi and President Donald Trump, right, shake hands after introductions during the "Howdi Modi" event, Sept. 22, 2019, at NRG Stadium in Houston. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke, File)
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            FILE - President Donald Trump and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi walk around NRG Stadium waving to the crowd during the "Howdy Modi: Shared Dreams, Bright Futures" event, Sept. 22, 2019, in Houston. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            FILE - U.S. President Donald Trump, left and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi embrace after giving a joint statement in New Delhi, India, Feb. 25, 2020. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup, File)
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    Follow AP's coverage of the election and what happens next.


    


NEW DELHI (AP) -- Donald Trump's return to the White House has made many countries anxious and recalculating where they stand with the U.S., but India appears to be welcoming the change that may embolden nationalist leaders like Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 
"I know today a lot of countries are nervous about the U.S., let's be honest about that," India's External Affairs Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar said over the weekend. India was "not one of them." A call from Modi "was among the first three calls, I think, that President (elect) Trump took," he added.
A second Trump presidency is likely to play out in New Delhi's favor, experts say, especially as Modi seeks to reset India's relationship with the West after recent frictions over his refusal to join sanctions against Russia or condemn its 2022 full-scale invasion of Ukraine. Modi has also been criticized over India's democratic backsliding.

    


"Trump's victory means that the Indian policies that have put New Delhi at odds with the West ... will no longer be a cause of concern for Washington," said Michael Kugelman, South Asia director at the Wilson Center. 




There could be ruptures on trade, immigration and climate change goals -- but on balance, "the return of Trump means that India's relations with the West - and specifically its most powerful country -- will get a boost," he added.
Modi has sought to cast India as a rising global player with a fast-growing economy that can counter China. But critics say his authoritarian politics and right-wing Bharatiya Janata Party have deeply polarized the country with minorities increasingly marginalized and the right to free speech and press under attack.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
When President Joe Biden honored Modi with a state visit last year, he walked a tightrope as activists and groups pressured him to confront Modi over his human rights record. Still, the two leaders rolled out new business deals on defense and technology. 

    


Such concerns won't be an issue with Trump, said Uday Chandra, assistant professor of government at Georgetown University in Qatar. "He is a refreshing reset from the Indian perspective ... he is much more transactional."
Trump, long an open admirer of Russian President Vladimir Putin, is also likely to be more understanding of India's strategic partnership with Moscow, which dates back to the Cold War, its record purchases of Russian crude, and its refusal to pick a side in the war in Ukraine. "This was the real sort of thorn in India-U.S. relations over the past two years ... but with Trump, I don't see this being an issue," Chandra said. 
One hot-button issue is trade. In his first term, trade differences between the two countries came to the fore with Trump calling India the "tariff king" over disagreements on farm goods, Harley Davidson motorcycles and medical devices. In 2019, he canceled the country's special trade privileges and India responded by slapping tariffs on more than two dozen U.S. goods. 
This time, Trump wants to impose a "universal" tax of 10% or 20% on all imports and raise tariffs on Chinese goods to 60%. India, which counts the U.S. as its second-largest trading partner, won't be an exception. 

    


"New Delhi will have to do more than just tinkering with its policies to deal with Trump's emphasis on fair trade," said C Rajamohan, a professor at the Institute of South Asian Studies in Singapore.
Immigration could turn into a sore point if Trump attempts to also curb skilled migration. Indians have often been the largest group applying for the H1-B work visa but Trump had called the visa program "very bad" and "unfair" for U.S. workers. 
Progress on climate change and clean energy could also be hit. 
"India and the U.S. have done quite a lot on this front over the past four years -- but this is something that could unravel because a Trump administration is more aligned with the fossil fuel industry than with green technology," said Milan Vaishnav, South Asia Program director at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.
Both Trump and Modi embody strongmen tactics, count on an impassioned support base and have ramped up polarization to consolidate votes. And unlike liberal leaders in the West, Trump doesn't view Modi's policies at home problematic - or even relevant, said Kugelman.

    


"They're both ardent nationalists committed to making their nations stronger at home and abroad," he added.
Analysts also point to the personal bond between the two. When Trump visited India in 2020, Modi threw him an event in the world's largest cricket stadium. 
The year before that, Trump likened Modi to Elvis Presley for his crowd-pulling power at a joint rally in Texas. In his congratulatory post to Trump on X last week, Modi shared photos of the two leaders hugging, smiling and holding hands. 

"There's a bromance between the two," said Chandra. "But they're also united by a shared worldview -- that we are in a post- liberal world and that liberalism as an ideology for conducting global politics is no longer viable. That's as true in India as it is in America."
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            A container is lifted by a crane backdropped by the construction of the Chinese-funded port, in Chancay, Peru, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Guadalupe Pardo)
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            FILE - China's President Xi Jinping applauds during a signing ceremony with Peru's President Dina Boluarte at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Friday, June 28, 2024. (Jade Gao/Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            A view of the Chinese-funded port construction site, in Chancay, Peru, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Guadalupe Pardo)
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            A view of the Chinese-funded port construction site, in Chancay, Peru, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Guadalupe Pardo)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 12 | 
            Fishermen travel in their boats near Chancay, Peru, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)
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            Vendor Rosa Collantes washes fish at a fish sales center near a Chinese-funded port construction in Chancay, Peru, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)
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            A fisherman travels on a boat near a Chinese-funded port construction in Chancay, Peru, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)
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            Fisherman Luis Castillo, center, and others prepare a net near a Chinese-funded port construction in Chancay, Peru, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)
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            A youth jumps into the water near a Chinese-funded port in Chancay, Peru, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)
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            Nelly Lopez climbs up a ladder to leave her home in the Senor de la Soledad shantytown near a Chinese-funded port construction in Chancay, Peru, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)
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            A cargo ship sits in a Chinese-funded port in Chancay, Peru, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)
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            A container is lifted by a crane backdropped by the construction of the Chinese-funded port, in Chancay, Peru, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Guadalupe Pardo)
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            FILE - China's President Xi Jinping applauds during a signing ceremony with Peru's President Dina Boluarte at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Friday, June 28, 2024. (Jade Gao/Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            A view of the Chinese-funded port construction site, in Chancay, Peru, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Guadalupe Pardo)
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            A view of the Chinese-funded port construction site, in Chancay, Peru, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Guadalupe Pardo)
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            Fishermen travel in their boats near Chancay, Peru, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 12

                                    
                                    Fishermen travel in their boats near Chancay, Peru, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 12 | 
            Vendor Rosa Collantes washes fish at a fish sales center near a Chinese-funded port construction in Chancay, Peru, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)
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            A fisherman travels on a boat near a Chinese-funded port construction in Chancay, Peru, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)
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            Fisherman Luis Castillo, center, and others prepare a net near a Chinese-funded port construction in Chancay, Peru, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)
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            A youth jumps into the water near a Chinese-funded port in Chancay, Peru, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)
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            Nelly Lopez climbs up a ladder to leave her home in the Senor de la Soledad shantytown near a Chinese-funded port construction in Chancay, Peru, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)
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            A cargo ship sits in a Chinese-funded port in Chancay, Peru, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)
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                                        CHANCAY, Peru (AP) -- On the edge of Peru's coastal desert, a remote fishing town where a third of all residents have no running water is being transformed into a huge deep-water port to cash in on the inexorable rise of Chinese interest in resource-rich South America. 
The megaport of Chancay, a $1.3 billion project majority-owned by the Chinese shipping giant Cosco, is turning this outpost of bobbing fishing boats into an important node of the global economy. China's President Xi Jinping inaugurates the port Thursday during the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation forum in Peru.

    


The development -- expected to encompass 15 quays and a large industrial park drawing more than $3.5 billion in investment over a decade -- has met a skeptical response from impoverished villagers, who say it is depriving them of fishing waters and bringing no economic benefit to locals.
"Our fishing spots no longer exist here. They destroyed them," said 78-year-old fisherman Julius Caesar -- "like the emperor of Rome" -- gesturing toward the dockside cranes. "I don't blame the Chinese for trying to mine this place for all it's worth. I blame our government for not protecting us." 




The Peruvian government hopes the port 60 kilometers (37 miles) north of Lima will become a strategic transshipment hub for the region, opening a new line connecting South America to Asia and speeding trade across the Pacific for Peru's blueberries, Brazil's soybeans and Chile's copper, among other exports. Officials cite the port's potential to generate millions of dollars in revenues and turn coastal cities into so-called special economic zones with tax breaks to lure investment.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"We Peruvians are focused primarily on the well-being of Peruvians," Foreign Minister Elmer Schialer told The Associated Press.
But many of Chancay's 60,000 residents are unconvinced. Fishermen returning to port with smaller catches complain that they have already lost out.
The dredging of the port -- which sucked sediment from the seabed to create a shipping channel 17 meters (56 feet) deep -- has ruined fish breeding grounds, locals said.
"I've been out in the water all day and I'm always needing to venture farther," said Rafael Avila, a 28-year-old fisherman with sand in his hair, returning to shore empty-handed and exhausted. 
"This used to be enough," he said, pointing at his painted dinghy. "Now I need a larger, more expensive boat to reach the fish." 

    


To make extra cash, Avila started offering occasional joyrides to selfie-taking visitors wanting to get a glimpse at the hulking Chinese ships.
With some of the world's largest container ships to berth at Chancay Port in January 2025, residents also fear the arrival of pollution and oil spills. In 2022, a botched tanker delivery at La Pampilla refinery nearby sent thousands of barrels of crude oil spilling into Peru's famously biodiverse waters, killing countless fish and putting legions of fishermen out of work. 
Today a glance at the moribund town center, featuring mostly empty seafood restaurants, tells the story of diminished fishing stocks and decimated tourism even without the port being operational.
The port's breakwater changed the currents and destroyed good surfing conditions, locals said, affecting everyone from ice vendors to truckers to restaurant owners. "No to the megaport" is spray-painted on a wall overlooking the waterfront.
"This port is a monster that's come here to screw us," said 40-year-old Rosa Collantes, cleaning and gutting slimy drum fish on the shore. "People come to the port and they say 'Wow, tremendous!' but they don't see the reality." 

    


Port authorities say they're aware of the stark contrast between the sleek modern port and the surrounding village of Chancay, where many live on unpaved roads lined with ragged shacks and littered with trash.

"You cannot build a state-of-the-art port and have a city next to it that has no drinking water, no sewage, a collapsing hospital and no educational centers," said Mario de las Casas, a manager for Cosco in Chancay, adding that the company had already launched studies to determine how the port could help reduce inequality and spur local growth.
"The port should not be a blemish," De las Casas said. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/china-peru-port-poverty-latin-america-1e06904f76cca1d7aaf19bca8bd24d93
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            Activists participate in a demonstration calling for climate finance during the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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            A person walks past art in the Turkey Pavilion at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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            Activists with signs spell out "pay up" for climate finance in the Baku Olympic Stadium during the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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            Mukhtar Babayev, COP29 President, walks through the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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            Activists participate in a demonstration at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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            Activists participate in a demonstration for climate finance at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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            Activist Luisa Neubauer, of Germany, records on her phone at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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            People walk outside the Baku Olympic Stadium at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            A pumpjack operates at dawn in a pasture, Monday, Sept. 30, 2024, near Hays, Kan. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Activist Luisa Neubauer, of Germany, records on her phone at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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            People walk outside the Baku Olympic Stadium at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            A pumpjack operates at dawn in a pasture, Monday, Sept. 30, 2024, near Hays, Kan. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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                                        BAKU, Azerbaijan (AP) -- For the third straight year, efforts to fight climate change haven't lowered projections for how hot the world is likely to get -- even as countries gather for another round of talks to curb warming, according to an analysis Thursday.

At the United Nations climate talks, hosted in Baku, Azerbaijan, nations are trying to set new targets to cut emissions of heat-trapping gases and figure out how much rich nations will pay to help the world with that task. 

But Earth remains on a path to be 2.7 degrees Celsius (4.9 degrees Fahrenheit) warmer than pre-industrial times, according to Climate Action Tracker, a group of scientists and analysts who study government policies and translate that into projections of warming. 

    



If emissions are still rising and temperature projections are no longer dropping, people should wonder if the United Nations climate negotiations -- known as COP -- are doing any good, said Climate Analytics CEO Bill Hare.

"There's an awful lot going on that's positive here, but on the big picture of actually getting stuff done to reduce emissions ... to me it feels broken," Hare said.

    




Climate action is stifled by the biggest emitters



The world has already warmed 1.3 degrees Celsius (2.3 Fahrenheit) above pre-industrial times. That's near the 1.5-degree (2.7 F) limit that countries agreed to at 2015 climate talks in Paris. Climate scientists say the atmospheric warming, mainly from human burning of fossil fuels, is causing ever more extreme and damaging weather including droughts, flooding and dangerous heat.

Climate Action Tracker does projections under several different scenarios, and in some cases, those are going up slightly.







    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

"This is driven highly by China," said Sofia Gonzales-Zuniga of Climate Analytics. Even though China's fast-rising emissions are starting to plateau, they are peaking higher than anticipated, she said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    

Another upcoming factor not yet in the calculations is the U.S. elections. A Trump administration that rolls back the climate policies in the Inflation Reduction Act, and carries out the conservative blueprint Project 2025, would add 0.04 degree Celsius (0.07 Fahrenheit) to warming projections, Gonzales-Zuniga said. That's not much, but it could be more if other nations use it as an excuse to do less, she said. 

"Fossil fuels and emissions are not peaking," said Sherry Rehman, chair of climate and environment committee in Pakistan's senate. After 29 years of climate talks, Rehman said countries are "still talking in bumper stickers."

"We need a transformative solution. We need strong delivery," Rehman said.

    




Experts say $1 trillion is needed in climate cash for developing nations



The major battle in Baku is over how much rich nations will pay for developing countries to decarbonize their energy systems, cope with future harms of climate change and pay for damage from warming's extreme weather. 

A special independent group of experts commissioned by United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres issued its own estimate of costs and finances on Thursday, calling for a tripling of the old commitment. It said about $1 trillion a year is needed by developing nations from all outside sources, not just government grants.

"Advanced economies need to demonstrate a credible commitment" to helping poor nations, the report said. 

Negotiations on a grand total and structuring the overall amount have taken "a step back" when a draft of just a few pages that was worked on for a year was rejected and the latest proposal with many options has more than 30 pages, said top European negotiator Veronika Bagi of Hungary. European Commission negotiator Jacob Werksman said there's a "very significant gap'' between what rich and poor nations propose.

    



German climate envoy Jennifer Morgan said "private investment has to be brought to the table" in order to fulfill developing countries needs. But Mariana Paoli of Christian Aid said any number that comes out of negotiations that's not based in publicly-financed grants "will be meaningless." 

Relying on the private sector means climate cash will not be "needs based, it will be profit-driven," she said, adding that crises like the COVID-19 pandemic and bank bailouts proves that public funds are available. 

"It's about fairness, it's about justice," she said. 

    



Getting climate cash is personal for many activists from vulnerable nations, like Sandra Leticia Guzman Luna, who is from Mexico and the director of the climate finance group for Latin America and the Caribbean. "We are observing the climate impacts causing a lot of costs, not only economic costs but also human losses," she said. 
Fraught politics isolates some nations 



Argentina withdrew from the climate talks on Wednesday on the orders of its president, climate skeptic Javier Milei. The Argentine government did not respond to requests from The Associated Press for comment.

Climate activists called the decision regrettable.

"It's difficult to understand how a climate-vulnerable country like Argentina would cut itself from critical support," said Anabella Rosemberg, an Argentina native who works as a senior adviser at Climate Action Network International.

Also Wednesday, France's environment minister, who was set to lead the delegation, pulled out of the talks after Azerbaijan president Ilham Aliyev called out France and the Netherlands for their colonial histories.

Agnes Pannier-Runacher called Aliyev's remarks on France and Europe "unacceptable." Speaking at the French Senate on Wednesday, Pannier-Runacher criticized Azerbaijan's leader for using the fight against climate change "for a shameful personal agenda."

"The direct attacks on our country, its institutions and its territories are unjustifiable," she said.

COP29 negotiator Rafiyev declined to comment Thursday on Pannier-Runacher's decision, but said "Azerbaijan has made sure we have inclusive process." 

"We have opened our door for everyone to come for constructive, critical discussions," he said.

___

Associated Press reporter Sylvie Corbet contributed from Paris.

___


The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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            President Joe Biden speaks at the Classroom to Career Summit in the East Room of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            Un trabajador pasa junto a un cartel de la cumbre del foro Cooperacion Economica Asia-Pacifico, APEC, en el exterior del Ministerio de Cultura, en Lima, Peru, el 12 de noviembre de 2024. (AP Foto/Fernando Vergara)
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            FILE - China's President Xi Jinping applauds during a signing ceremony with Peru's President Dina Boluarte at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Friday, June 28, 2024. (Jade Gao/Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            FILE - In this Saturday, June 29, 2019, file photo, U.S. President Donald Trump, left, meets with Chinese President Xi Jinping during a meeting on the sidelines of the G-20 summit in Osaka, Japan.(AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)
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            President Joe Biden meets with President-elect Donald Trump in the Oval Office of the White House, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden begins his six-day visit to Peru and Brazil on Thursday for the final major international summits of his presidency, while world leaders turn their attention to what Donald Trump 's return to the White House means for their countries.
The visit to the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation summit in Peru and stops in the Amazon rainforest and at the Group of 20 leaders summit in Brazil offer Biden one of his last chances as president to meet with heads of state he's worked with over the years.
But world leaders' eyes are firmly affixed on Trump. 
They already are burning up Trump's phone with congratulatory talks and taking stock of his picks for key national security and foreign policy positions. 
At least one leader, South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol, is dusting off golf clubs he hasn't used in eight years, just in case the chance to bond with the golf-loving Trump should present itself. 

    


"This is not going to be a swan song for Biden," said Erin Murphy, an analyst at the Center for Strategic and International Studies in Washington. "Not only is he a lame duck, but a super lame duck because his successor is going to have very different policies."




White House officials insist that Biden's visits to APEC and the G20 will be substantive, with talks on climate issues, global infrastructure, counternarcotic efforts and one-on-one meetings with global leaders, including Chinese President Xi Jinping, and a joint meeting with South Korea's Yoon and Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"He's going to have the same message that he's had for four years as president, which is that he believes that America's allies are vital to America's national security," White House national security adviser Jake Sullivan told reporters after Biden hosted Trump for Oval Office talks Wednesday. "They make us stronger. They multiply our capabilities. They take a burden off of our shoulders."

    


That wide-ranging discussion between the Democratic president and the Republican president-elect touched on the conflicts in Gaza, Lebanon and Ukraine. 
"I wanted -- I asked -- for his views, and he gave them to me," Trump told The New York Post after his conversation with Biden.
Sullivan indicated that White House officials also are making clear to Trump's team that the delicate U.S.-China relationship is the "paramount priority for the incoming administration." 
Trump has announced that he will nominate Florida Sen. Marco Rubio for secretary of state and that Florida Rep. Mike Waltz will be his national security adviser. Both Republican lawmakers are noted China hawks.
The White House had been working for months to arrange the meeting with Xi, whose country is the United States' most prominent economic and national security competitor.
For Xi, front of mind will be Trump's campaign promise to impose 60% tariffs on Chinese imports. White House officials avoided commenting in detail about how Biden will approach conversations with Xi and other world leaders about Trump.

    


Those officials say Biden also will use the summits to press allies to keep up support for Ukraine as it tries to fend off Russia's invasion and not lose sight on finding an end to the wars in Lebanon and Gaza. That includes bringing home hostages held by Hamas for more than 13 months. 
Between the summits, Biden will visit the Amazon rainforest, the first such visit by a sitting U.S. president. 
James Bosworth, founder of the Latin America-focused political consultancy Hxagon, said Biden will use one of his last big moments in the international spotlight "to reassure the world that transitions of power are normal for democracies." 
"Biden will get public applause and praise, even as world leaders nervously await the transition," Bosworth said.
Biden's meeting with Xi will likely be the most consequential moment during the American president's time in South America.
It will be their first conversation since a phone call in April. They last met face to face on a California estate on the sidelines of last year's APEC summit.

    


Biden has tried to maintain a steady relationship with Xi even as the U.S. administration repeatedly has raised concerns about what it sees as malign action by Beijing. 
U.S. intelligence officials have assessed that China has surged sales to Russia of machine tools, microelectronics and other technology that Moscow is using to produce missiles, tanks, aircraft and other weaponry to use against Ukraine. The Biden administration last month imposed sanctions on two Chinese companies accused of directly helping Russia build long-range attack drones.
Tensions flared last year after Biden ordered the shooting down of a Chinese spy balloon that traversed across the intercontinental United States. And the Biden administration has criticized Chinese military assertiveness toward Japan, the Philippines and Taiwan.

    


Sullivan said he expected Biden also would raise a U.S. investigation into an alleged Chinese hacking operation targeting cellphones used by Trump, Vice President-elect JD Vance, and people associated with Democrat Kamala Harris' presidential campaign.
During the campaign, Trump spoke of his personal connection with Xi, which started out well during the Republican's first term before becoming strained over disputes about trade and the origins of COVID-19.
In a congratulatory message to Trump, Xi called for the U.S. and China to manage their differences and get along in a new era, according to Chinese state media. 
Biden finds himself in a position somewhat similar to when then-President Barack Obama traveled to Peru in 2016 for the annual APEC leaders gathering soon after Trump's first White House victory.
World leaders peppered Obama with questions about what Trump's surprise win would mean. Obama urged leaders to be patient and see how things would go under Trump, who ran on a protectionist, "America First" agenda.

"Obama got a lot of questions about Trump, and his message was to wait and see ... because we didn't know Donald Trump," said Victor Cha, a National Security Council official in the George W. Bush administration. "Now we're in a very different situation where we do know what the first Trump administration was like."
___
Associated Press writer Isabel DeBre in Lima, Peru, contributed to this report.
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            Maribel Hidalgo, 23, of Caracas, Venezuela, stands for a portrait with her son, Daniel, 2, outside a shelter for immigrants in New York, on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Cedar Attanasio)
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            FILE - Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a campaign rally at the Gaylord Rockies Resort and Convention Center Friday, Oct. 11, 2024, in Aurora, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)
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            FILE - Wilda Brooks of West Palm Beach, Fla., holds up a sign reading "We don't eat pets," during a rally by members of South Florida's Haitian-American community to condemn hate speech and misinformation about Haitian immigrants, Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024, in North Miami, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)
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            FILE - A man shows bullet casings he collected from the streets near his home days after an armed gang attack on Pont-Sonde, Haiti, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph, File)
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            FILE - Yareliz Mendez, 29, with the Florida Immigrant Coalition, speaks during a news conference calling for a new designation of Temporary Protected Status (TPS) for migrants from Nicaragua, El Salvador, and Honduras, in front of the Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) offices, Wednesday, July 26, 2023, in Miramar, Fla. (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee, File)
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            Maribel Hidalgo, 23, an immigrant from Venezuela, pushes a stroller carrying her son, Daniel, 2, outside the Roosevelt Hotel immigration shelter in New York on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Cedar Attanasio)
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            Maribel Hidalgo, 23, of Caracas, Venezuela, stands for a portrait with her son, Daniel, 2, outside a shelter for immigrants in New York, on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Cedar Attanasio)
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            FILE - Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a campaign rally at the Gaylord Rockies Resort and Convention Center Friday, Oct. 11, 2024, in Aurora, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)
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            FILE - Wilda Brooks of West Palm Beach, Fla., holds up a sign reading "We don't eat pets," during a rally by members of South Florida's Haitian-American community to condemn hate speech and misinformation about Haitian immigrants, Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024, in North Miami, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)
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            FILE - A man shows bullet casings he collected from the streets near his home days after an armed gang attack on Pont-Sonde, Haiti, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph, File)
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            FILE - Yareliz Mendez, 29, with the Florida Immigrant Coalition, speaks during a news conference calling for a new designation of Temporary Protected Status (TPS) for migrants from Nicaragua, El Salvador, and Honduras, in front of the Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) offices, Wednesday, July 26, 2023, in Miramar, Fla. (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee, File)
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            Maribel Hidalgo, 23, an immigrant from Venezuela, pushes a stroller carrying her son, Daniel, 2, outside the Roosevelt Hotel immigration shelter in New York on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Cedar Attanasio)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Maribel Hidalgo fled her native Venezuela a year ago with a 1-year-old son, trudging for days through Panama's Darien Gap, then riding the rails across Mexico to the United States. 
They were living in the U.S. when the Biden administration announced Venezuelans would be offered Temporary Protected Status, which allows people already in the United States to stay and work legally if their homelands are deemed unsafe. People from 17 countries, including Haiti, Afghanistan, Sudan and recently Lebanon, are currently receiving such relief.
But President-elect Donald Trump and his running mate, JD Vance, have promised mass deportations and suggested they would scale back the use of TPS that covers more than 1 million immigrants. They have highlighted unfounded claims that Haitians who live and work legally in Springfield, Ohio, as TPS holders were eating their neighbors' pets. Trump also amplified disputed claims made by the mayor of Aurora, Colorado, about Venezuelan gangs taking over an apartment complex. 

    


"What Donald Trump has proposed doing is we're going to stop doing mass parole," Vance said at an Arizona rally in October, mentioning a separate immigration status called humanitarian parole that is also at risk. "We're going to stop doing mass grants of Temporary Protected Status."




Hidalgo wept as she discussed her plight with a reporter as her son, now 2, slept in a stroller outside the New York migrant hotel where they live. At least 7.7 million people have fled political violence and economic turmoil in Venezuela in one of the biggest displacements worldwide. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"My only hope was TPS," Hidalgo said. "My worry, for example, is that after everything I suffered with my son so that I could make it to this country, that they send me back again."
Venezuelans along with Haitians and Salvadorans are the largest group of TPS beneficiaries and have the most at stake.

    


Haiti's international airport shut down this week after gangs opened fire at a commercial flight landing in Port-Au-Prince while a new interim prime minister was sworn in. The Federal Aviation Administration barred U.S. airlines from landing there for 30 days.
"It's creating a lot of anxiety," said Vania Andre, editor-in-chief for The Haitian Times, an online newspaper covering the Haitian diaspora. "Sending thousands of people back to Haiti is not an option. The country is not equipped to handle the widespread gang violence already and cannot absorb all those people."
Designations by the Homeland Security secretary offer relief for up to 18 months but are extended in many cases. The designation for El Salvador ends in March. Designations for Sudan, Ukraine, and Venezuela end in April. Others expire later.
Federal regulations say a designation can be terminated before it expires, but that has never happened, and it requires 60 days' notice.
TPS is similar to the lesser-known Deferred Enforcement Departure Program that Trump used to reward Venezuelan exile supporters as his first presidency was ending, shielding 145,000 from deportation for 18 months. 

    


Attorney Ahilan T. Arulanantham, who successfully challenged Trump's earlier efforts to allow TPS designations for several countries to expire, doesn't doubt the president-elect will try again. 
"It's possible that some people in his administration will recognize that stripping employment authorization for more than a million people, many of whom have lived in this country for decades, is not good policy" and economically disastrous, said Arulanantham, who teaches at the University of California, Los Angeles School of Law, and helps direct its Center for Immigration Law and Policy. "But nothing in Trump's history suggests that they would care about such considerations." 
Courts blocked designations from expiring for Haiti, Sudan, Nicaragua and El Salvador until well into President Joe Biden's term. Homeland Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas then renewed them. 
Arulanantham said he "absolutely" could see another legal challenge, depending on what the Trump administration does. 

    


Congress established TPS in 1990, when civil war was raging in El Salvador. Members were alarmed to learn some Salvadorans were tortured and executed after being deported from the U.S. Other designations protected people during wars in Bosnia-Herzegovina and Kuwait, from genocidal violence in Rwanda, and after volcanic eruptions in Montserrat, a British territory in the Caribbean, in 1995 and 1997.
A designation is not a pathway to U.S. permanent residence or citizenship, but applicants can try to change their status through other immigration processes. 
Advocates are pressing the White House for a new TPS designation for Nicaraguans before Biden leaves office. Less than 3,000 are still covered by the temporary protections issued in 1998 after Hurricane Mitch battered the country. People who fled much later under oppression from President Daniel Ortega's government don't enjoy the same protection from deportation. 

    


"It's a moral obligation" for the Biden administration, said Maria Bilbao, of the American Friends Service Committee. 
Elena, a 46-year-old Nicaraguan who has lived in the United States illegally for 25 years, hopes Biden moves quickly.

"He should do it now," said Elena, who lives in Florida and insisted only her first name be used because she fears deportation. "Not in January. Not in December. Now."
___
Snow reported from Phoenix. Associated Press writer Gisela Salomon in Miami contributed to this report. 
___
For more coverage of immigration: https://apnews.com/hub/immigration
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            People arrive to cast their votes at a polling station during the parliamentary election in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024.(AP Photo/Eranga Jayawardena)
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            Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara Dissanayake waves with other candidates during a public rally ahead of Thursday's parliamentary election in Gampaha, Sri Lanka, Monday, Nov. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Eranga Jayawardena)
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            A woman holds a flag of Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara Dissanayake 's National People's Power party during a public rally ahead of Thursday's parliamentary election in Gampaha, Sri Lanka, Monday, Nov. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Eranga Jayawardena)
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                                        COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP) -- Sri Lankans voted in a parliamentary election Thursday that is key for the country's new, Marxist-leaning president to consolidate his party's power and follow through on promises of economic recovery.
Voting ended at 4 p.m. local time with more than 17 million people eligible to vote. Details on the voter turnout were not immediately available.
President Anura Kumara Dissanayake won the presidential election on Sept. 21 in a victory that marked a rejection of the traditional political parties, which have governed the island nation since its independence from British rule in 1948.
However, Dissanayake's failure to secure more than 50% of the vote has fueled concerns over his party's outlook in Thursday's election. 
His National People's Power party must increase its votes significantly -- from the 42% it won in the presidential election -- if it is to acquire a minimum of 113 seats to take control of the 225-member Parliament.

    


The biggest challenge for the NPP -- which was founded in 2019 and is a relative newcomer on Sri Lanka's political scene -- is that many of its candidates are new faces in politics running against well-established politicians from the traditional parties. 




After casting his vote, Dissanayake called on voters to give his party a strong mandate to implement his programs. 

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


Of the 225 parliament seats, 196 are up for grabs under Sri Lanka's proportional representative electoral system, which allocates seats in each district among the parties according to the proportion of the votes they get. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The remaining 29 seats -- called the national list seats -- are allocated to parties and independent groups according to the proportion of the total votes they receive countrywide. 
There are 8,821 candidates vying for the 196 seats for elected members of Parliament. 
Sajith Premadasa, who came in second in the presidential election and his Samagi Jana Balawegaya, or United People's Power party, is NPP's main competition.

    


Dissanayake, while campaigning for his party's candidates, has called on voters to help elect them to Parliament so he won't need to rely on a coalition to enact the reforms he promised.
Election results are expected on Friday.
The election comes at a decisive time for Sri Lankans, as the island nation is struggling to emerge from its worst economic crisis, having declared bankruptcy after defaulting on its external debt in 2022.
The country is now in the middle of a bailout program with the International Monetary Fund and debt restructuring with international creditors nearly complete.
Dissanayake had said during the presidential campaign that he planned to propose significant changes to the targets set in the IMF deal, which his predecessor Ranil Wickremesinghe signed, saying it placed too much burden on the people. However, he has since changed his stance and says Sri Lanka will go along with the agreement.
Sri Lanka's crisis was largely the result of economic mismanagement combined with fallout from the COVID-19 pandemic, which along with 2019 terrorism attacks devastated its important tourism industry. The pandemic also disrupted the flow of remittances from Sri Lankans working abroad.

    


The government also slashed taxes in 2019, depleting the treasury just as the virus hit. Foreign exchange reserves plummeted, leaving Sri Lanka unable to pay for imports or defend its currency, the rupee.
Sri Lanka's economic upheaval led to a political crisis that forced then-President Gotabaya Rajapaksa to resign in 2022. Parliament then elected Wickremesinghe to replace him.
The economy was stabilized, inflation dropped, the local currency strengthened and foreign reserves increased under Wickremesinghe. Nonetheless, he lost the election as public dissatisfaction grew over the government's effort to increase revenue by raising electricity bills and imposing heavy new income taxes on professionals and businesses, as part of the government's efforts to meet the IMF conditions.

Dissanayake's promise to punish members of previous governments accused of corruption and to recover allegedly stolen assets has also raised much hope among the people.
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            An interpreter, left, translates for Junichiro Ozawa, head of Ozawa Sake Brewery, third left, and his worker (in white) as Hitoshi Utsunomiya, far right, director of the Japan Sake and Shochu Makers Association, stands during a media tour at the brewery in Ome, on the western outskirts of Tokyo, Japan, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            Bottles of Sawanoi, a Japanese sake brand by Ozawa Sake Brewery, are prepared for tasting at a room during a media tour at the brewery in Ome, on the western outskirts of Tokyo, Japan, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            Traditional containers to keep Japanese sake are placed for decorations at a room shown during a media tour at the Ozawa Sake Brewery in Ome, on the western outskirts of Tokyo, Japan, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            Junichiro Ozawa, head of Ozawa Sake Brewery, speaks during a media tour at the brewery in Ome, on the western outskirts of Tokyo, Japan, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            A worker for Ozawa Sake Brewery opens a lid of a tank to show sake being fermented during a media tour at the brewery in Ome, on the western outskirts of Tokyo, Japan, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            Junichiro Ozawa, head of Ozawa Sake Brewery, speaks during a media tour at the brewery in Ome, on the western outskirts of Tokyo, Japan, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            Nami Goto, managing director of Research and Development for the Brewing Society of Japan, speaks during a media tour at Ozawa Sake Brewery in Ome, on the western outskirts of Tokyo, Japan, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            Hitoshi Utsunomiya, director of the Japan Sake and Shochu Makers Association, speaks during a media tour at Ozawa Sake Brewery in Ome, on the western outskirts of Tokyo, Japan, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            A sign for the brewery of "Sawanoi," a Japanese sake brand, is seen at the entrance of Ozawa Sake Brewery in Ome, on the western outskirts of Tokyo, Japan, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            Bottles of Sawanoi, a Japanese sake brand by Ozawa Sake Brewery, are prepared for tasting at a room during a media tour at the brewery in Ome, on the western outskirts of Tokyo, Japan, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            Deep in a dark warehouse the sake sleeps, stored in rows of giant iron tanks, each holding more than 10,000 liters (2,640 gallons) of the Japanese rice wine - the product of brewing techniques dating back over 1,000 years.
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        Japan's sake brewers hope UNESCO heritage listing can boost rice wine's appeal

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 12 | 
            An interpreter, left, translates for Junichiro Ozawa, head of Ozawa Sake Brewery, third left, and his worker (in white) as Hitoshi Utsunomiya, far right, director of the Japan Sake and Shochu Makers Association, stands during a media tour at the brewery in Ome, on the western outskirts of Tokyo, Japan, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            Bottles of Sawanoi, a Japanese sake brand by Ozawa Sake Brewery, are prepared for tasting at a room during a media tour at the brewery in Ome, on the western outskirts of Tokyo, Japan, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            Traditional containers to keep Japanese sake are placed for decorations at a room shown during a media tour at the Ozawa Sake Brewery in Ome, on the western outskirts of Tokyo, Japan, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            Junichiro Ozawa, head of Ozawa Sake Brewery, speaks during a media tour at the brewery in Ome, on the western outskirts of Tokyo, Japan, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            A worker for Ozawa Sake Brewery opens a lid of a tank to show sake being fermented during a media tour at the brewery in Ome, on the western outskirts of Tokyo, Japan, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 12

                                    
                                    A worker for Ozawa Sake Brewery opens a lid of a tank to show sake being fermented during a media tour at the brewery in Ome, on the western outskirts of Tokyo, Japan, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 12 | 
            Junichiro Ozawa, head of Ozawa Sake Brewery, speaks during a media tour at the brewery in Ome, on the western outskirts of Tokyo, Japan, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 12

                                    
                                    Junichiro Ozawa, head of Ozawa Sake Brewery, speaks during a media tour at the brewery in Ome, on the western outskirts of Tokyo, Japan, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 12 | 
            Visitors of Ozawa Sake Brewery leave as journalists enter the brewery on a media tour in Ome, on the western outskirts of Tokyo, Japan, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            Nami Goto, managing director of Research and Development for the Brewing Society of Japan, speaks during a media tour at Ozawa Sake Brewery in Ome, on the western outskirts of Tokyo, Japan, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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                                        OME, Japan (AP) -- Deep in a dark warehouse the sake sleeps, stored in rows of giant tanks, each holding more than 10,000 liters (2,640 gallons) of the Japanese rice wine that is the product of brewing techniques dating back more than 1,000 years.
Junichiro Ozawa, the 18th-generation head of Ozawa Brewery, founded in 1702, hopes sake-brewing will win recognition as a UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage, when the decision is made next month.
"We always think about the people who're enjoying our sake when we make it. I'm now so excited, imagining the faces of all the people around the world," he told reporters Wednesday during a tour of his brewery on the pastoral outskirts of Tokyo.
Sake, the drink of choice for the nobility in "The Tale of Genji" -- Japan's most celebrated work of literature -- has been widening its appeal, boosted by the growing international popularity of Japanese cuisine.

    


Sake exports from Japan total more than 41 billion yen ($265 million) a year, with the biggest destinations being the U.S. and China, according to the Japan Sake and Shochu Makers Association. 
That's up from about 22 billion yen in 2018. But exports still make up a tiny fraction of overall sake production in Japan. Brazil, Mexico and Southeast Asia, as well as France and the rest of Europe, all places where Japanese restaurants are gaining popularity, are starting to take a liking to sake.




What's key to sake-making, which takes about two months, including fermentation and pressing, are the rice and the water. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
For a product to be categorized Japanese sake, the rice must be Japanese. The relatively soft quality of freshwater in Japan, like the supplies provided by the two wells at Ozawa Brewery, is also critical. 
Among Ozawa's sake is the full-bodied aromatic Junmai Daiginjo, one of the top offerings, with 15% alcohol content and costing about 3,630 yen ($23) for a 720 milliliter bottle.

    


Karakuti Nigorizake is unrefined sake, murky and not clear like usual sake, with 17% alcohol content and a rugged no-nonsense taste. It sells for 2,420 yen ($16) for a 1,800 milliliter bottle.
The religious connotations of sake are evident at the brewery. The big cedar-leaves ball hanging under the eaves is a symbol of a shrine for the god of sake-making. In Japan, sake is used to purify and to celebrate. Sips from a cup signify the sealing of a marriage. 
"Sake is not just an alcoholic beverage. It is Japanese culture itself," said Hitoshi Utsunomiya, director of the Japan Sake and Shochu Makers Association.
The UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage designation is given to not just historical monuments but also practices passed down generations, such as oral traditions, performing arts, rituals and festivals.
It's not meant to be used for commercial purposes. But sake officials make no secret of their hope that it will boost global sales, helping the tradition stay alive amid competition from beer, wine and other modern beverages. 
Among previous Intangible Cultural Heritage inclusions are Kabuki theater and Gagaku court music from Japan, as well as Sona, which are drawings on sand in Angola; the Chinese zither called guqin and Cremonese violin craftsmanship from Italy. Washoku, or Japanese cuisine, won the honors in 2013. 

    


One reason for sake's growing popularity around the world is that its smooth flavor goes well with varieties of food, including sushi, spicy Asian and Western dishes, says Max Del Vita, a certified sake sommelier and co-founder of The Sake Company, an import and distribution retailer in Singapore.

"These brewers are cultural stewards, passing down techniques through generations and blending ancient practices with quiet innovation," he told The Associated Press. "Sake is more than a drink. It is a living embodiment of Japan's seasonal rhythms, community values and artistic heritage."
___
Yuri Kageyama is on X: https://x.com/yurikageyama
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Food aid interventions can curb climate change-induced hardship. But should they do more?

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A climate-smart agriculture program in Zimbabwe has introduced alternative ways for farmers to grow crops in drought-stricken areas.
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                                        CHIPINGE, Zimbabwe (AP) -- Gertrude Siduna appears to have little appetite for corn farming season.
Rather than prepare her land in Zimbabwe's arid southeastern Chipinge district for the crop that has fed her family for generations, the 49-year-old -- bitter at repeated droughts that have decimated yields -- turns her thoughts to the prices and farming techniques of chilies.
"I pick my chilies from the fields and take them to the processing center close to my home. It's simple," she said. She's received about $400 from the drought-resistant crop, and plans to grow some more. "Chilies are far better than corn."
Siduna has been growing chilies for a year since being trained under a climate-smart agriculture program funded by the U.S. Agency for International Development. The program was designed to strengthen small-scale farmers' resilience to climate change-induced droughts, many requiring food assistance from the government or international donors. But as climate change worsens droughts and floods worldwide, government agencies and local operators have found that aid efforts can still be made more effective and financially sustainable.

    


Experts say rich nations like the United States, which have been the biggest contributors of planet-warming emissions historically, have a responsibility to fund humanitarian aid in the countries that are experiencing its effects first and most severely. 




The U.S. is the world's largest international donor of food aid, reaching over 60 million people in about 70 countries annually with direct contributions of food or via programs to help farmers adapt to extreme weather. USAID plans to mobilize $150 billion for climate-related initiatives, according to the agency's climate strategy report.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In Zimbabwe, around 7.7 million people or almost half the country's population require food assistance, according to government and United Nations figures. Frequent droughts are decimating people's ability to feed themselves, a phenomenon worsened by climate change.
Switching from corn to chilies and millets

    


Water-guzzling white corn has been the staple crop of choice for rural farmers in Zimbabwe since its introduction to much of sub-Saharan Africa by the Portuguese in the 17th century. 
But with the threat of drought, some, like Siduna, now think it may be better to buy the staple than grow it. 
"I don't lack corn meal, I just use my earnings from chilies to buy it from the local shops," she said. 
Unlike corn or other crops that she has typically grown, chilies do well in the hotter, drier conditions. And, because they end up in stores in the United States, they offer cash rewards.
"You have to continuously pray for the rain if you grow corn," said the mother of three. "The crop just can't stand heat. But chilies can. One is assured of a harvest, and the market is readily available."
Other crops such as millets, a cereal tolerant of poor soils, drought and harsh growing conditions, are also gaining traction under climate resilience programs. 
In Chiredzi, southeast Zimbabwe, 54-year-old Kenias Chikamhi describes growing corn as "a gamble ... whereas with millets you have a good chance of at least getting something." Millet was the country's staple before the introduction of maize.

    


But not all the corn is gone yet. Zimbabwe's agriculture ministry says it plans to increase land under maize to 1.8 million hectares (4.4 million acres) by using farming techniques such as digging holes into dry land and mulching to cover the growing crops as well as by planting drought resilient varieties that can better cope with the lack of rain. 
The country harvested about 700,000 tons of corn this year, 70% down from the season before and far short of the 2 million tons required annually for humans and livestock.
Solar-powered irrigation as rivers dry
Farming techniques are also changing.
Another of USAID's initiatives has seen a community garden in Mutandahwe village, where Siduna lives, irrigated by three small solar panels. The panels pump water from a borehole into storage tanks that are connected to the garden taps by pipes, turning the 1-hectare plot of vegetables like onions, leaf cabbage and cow peas into an island of lush green. 

    


Solar-powered community gardens have been spreading across the district and much of the country's dry areas.
"We were struggling walking long distances to fetch water from rivers, and right now the rivers are dry," said Muchaneta Mutowa, secretary of the plot. The plot is shared by 60 members, each growing vegetables they can eat and sell. 
"We now have easy access to reliable water that flows from the taps (and) we don't pay for the sun," she said. And money from the sale of vegetables goes a long way to pay for family basics such as school fees.
Members pay a dollar each into a savings pot that can be used to lend each other for a small interest or pay for minor repairs "so that we are not always reliant on the donor," said Mutohwa. 
Working to make food aid programs more effective

    


Because USAID's investments can be so consequential for receiving countries, it's important they're done right, said Lora Iannotti, a professor who studies global maternal and youth nutrition at the Brown School at Washington University in St. Louis. 
Richer countries like the U.S. have tended to use direct donations of surplus staple and commodity crops like corn and wheat as a way to benefit their own farmers, according to Iannotti's research. 
Iannotti has seen advances in food aid considering dietary variety, but thinks there's room for improvement. Undernourishment became more prevalent after the COVID-19 pandemic, and climate change is making hunger a more pressing issue than ever, with crises that resemble "stuff from 100 years ago," she said. 
Daniel Maxwell, a professor of food security at Tufts University, thinks countries providing aid also need strategies to address problems "causing the hunger in the first place," whether that's climate change, war or other factors. He also thinks countries need a more balanced approach including projects promoting health, protection from violence or nutrition.
USAID and the U.S. Department of Agriculture haven't yet explained how food aid efforts might be changed or altered by the incoming U.S. administration, but the delay on renewing expired Farm Bill legislation does hold up USDA programming including food aid projects in a variety of ways, said Alexis Taylor, undersecretary of trade and foreign agricultural affairs at USDA. 
The U.S. Government Accountability Office, the investigative arm of Congress, released reports finding that USAID and its partner agencies needed to improve the ways they measured the outcomes of their programs.
USAID says they worked with the GAO to address its recommendations. The GAO has closed six of the eight recommendations, indicating satisfactory response. The two remaining recommendations will be resolved with the release of the latest Global Food Security Strategy Implementation Plan in October, a spokesperson for USAID said. 
"We are committing a lot of U.S. taxpayer dollars," said Chelsa Kenney, the GAO's director for international affairs issues. "It's important that we're good stewards of those taxpayer dollars to ensure that the kind of programming that we are providing to these countries is really making a difference."
___
Follow Farai Mutsaka on X at @MutsakaFarai. Follow Melina Walling at @MelinaWalling.
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations, including for global health and development coverage in Africa from the Gates Foundation. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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Ukrainian soldiers focus on keeping Russian advances at bay and brace for storm to come from US
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            Ukrainian soldiers on the front know the re-election of Donald Trump will change their lives, but most say that they can't afford to lose focus on their more urgent mission: holding back Russian troops. (AP video by Vasilisa Stepanenko)
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            A soldier of Ukraine's Khartia brigade, callsign Tolstiy, inspects a FPV drone in a drone repair workshop close to the front line in the Kharkiv region, Ukraine, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            Servicemen of Ukraine's Khartia brigade pack a Vampire drone with food and water to launch toward the frontline to Ukrainian positions near Kharkiv, Ukraine, late Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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                                    Ukrainian soldiers on the front know the re-election of Donald Trump will change their lives, but most say that they can't afford to lose focus on their more urgent mission: holding back Russian troops. (AP video by Vasilisa Stepanenko)
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            A soldier of Ukraine's Khartia brigade, callsign Tolstiy, inspects a FPV drone in a drone repair workshop close to the front line in the Kharkiv region, Ukraine, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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                                        KHARKIV REGION, Ukraine (AP) -- The four drones were designed to carry bombs, but instead the men of Ukraine's Khartia brigade pack them with food, water and handwarmers and launch them in darkness toward the front line, a 15-minute flight away.
The unit commander who goes by the callsign Kit, or "cat," pilots the tiny uncrewed aircraft from a basement room he jokingly calls their Airbnb. Guided by the drone's night-vision camera, he drops the 10-kilogram (22-pound) packages one by one as close as he can to the position where as many as five infantrymen battle Russian forces in the late autumn chill. The delivery will hold them for two or three days.
That's about as far as Kit dares look into the future. He knows that the reelection of Donald Trump will change something in his life, but as far as he and other Ukrainian soldiers on the front are concerned, trying to figure out how is a game for politicians. For him, all that matters is the distance he measures in the meters (yards) that Russian forces advance or retreat in the front-line sector that is his responsibility.

    


"We are trying with all our might to destroy them and win back our territories, so that it does not go any further, so that there are no more destroyed cities and destroyed lives," Kit said. "We need to focus on the present in our work and try to do it effectively in the here and now."




But he cannot escape the sense of a gathering storm. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Russia is increasingly hitting the Kharkiv region with unstoppable, building-leveling glide bombs and swarms of drones and chipping away at territory there. Its troops are advancing in the Donetsk and Zaporizhzhia regions. Up to 12,000 North Korean troops have been sent to Russia's Kursk border region to help beat back Ukrainian forces there, according to U.S., South Korean and Ukrainian intelligence assessments.
Trump, who has called President Vladimir Putin "pretty smart" for invading Ukraine, has repeatedly criticized American backing of Ukraine. He characterized Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy as "the greatest salesman on Earth" for winning U.S. aid.

    


Zelenskyy was among the first world leaders to publicly congratulate Trump, and said the two discussed how to end "Russian aggression against Ukraine" when they met in September. 
Between now and Trump's Jan. 20 inauguration, the Biden administration has said it will send as much aid to Ukraine as possible to help hold back Russian forces and possess a strong hand in any potential peace negotiations. But Russia is pressing just as hard for an advantage in what most believe are crucial weeks to come.
Aviator, a Khartia soldier launching the supply drones, said he can only do his job and hope for the best. His attention is fixed on how many hours remain before the coming dawn, when Russian forces will be able to spot the uncrewed aircraft and shoot them down. If his mission fails, he knows that the men he calls brothers will suffer.
"You feel you're useful, that you are in the right place, that the lives and health of our brothers depend on your work," said Aviator, who returned to Ukraine from a job in Poland to join the army. "We're just doing our job, we don't have time to worry about the election."


    


Tolstiy, who runs a drone repair workshop not far away, knows firsthand what happens to territory captured by Russia. A former infantryman, he fought in Bakhmut and watched the city fall to Russian forces who bombed it to rubble. He confessed that sometimes, reading the news makes him want to give up. But that's simply unthinkable. 
"It's like we're in another world here," he said. "When you see that your comrades are injured or killed, it motivates you."
___
Lori Hinnant contributed from Kyiv. 
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            President-elect Donald Trump says he will nominate Rep. Matt Gaetz of Florida to serve as his attorney general, opting for a loyalist who has built a national reputation as a disruptor and has vowed to dramatically overhaul the Justice Department.


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            Senate Minority Whip John Thune, R-S.D., meets with reporters after he was elected to succeed longtime GOP leader Mitch McConnell of Kentucky, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            Senate Minority Whip John Thune, R-S.D., walks with reporters on the way to being elected to succeed longtime GOP leader Mitch McConnell of Kentucky, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Just hours after Republican Sen. John Thune was elected as the incoming Senate majority leader on Wednesday, President-elect Donald Trump presented him with one of his first tests -- an announcement that he intends to nominate controversial Rep. Matt Gaetz as attorney general.
The Florida Republican is one of the more universally disliked members of Congress, including among GOP lawmakers after he led the effort to oust House Speaker Kevin McCarthy last year. He has spent his congressional career agitating against the Justice Department and has been under a House Ethics investigation probing whether he engaged in sexual misconduct and illicit drug use, accepted improper gifts and sought to obstruct government investigations of his conduct. Gaetz denies the allegations.
Asked about the nomination as he left a Senate vote, Thune smiled and declined to answer. "That's probably a good question for the chairman of the Judiciary Committee," he said. 

    


An hour earlier, the likely incoming chairman of the Judiciary panel, Republican Sen. Charles Grassley of Iowa, also deflected, saying he doesn't know Gaetz but will look at the nomination. "Don't ask me any other questions," Grassley said.




It's a familiar posture for Republican senators who have lived through the last eight years dodging questions about Trump and defending him, even after he tried to overturn his election defeat in 2020 and his supporters violently stormed the U.S. Capitol. But the stakes are even higher now that he has been decisively elected to a second term. Congressional Republicans have rallied intensely around him, betting their political futures on his success.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Two months before Trump even takes office, he is already challenging those congressional Republicans to defy him as he nominates potentially controversial figures to his Cabinet -- including Gaetz, former Democratic House Rep. Tulsi Gabbard for director of national intelligence and conservative media personality Pete Hegseth for secretary of defense. On Sunday, Trump even said in a post on X that he wants the new Senate leader to allow him to make appointments when the chamber is on recess, bypassing confirmation votes altogether. 

    


"I think it's a little bit of a test," said Republican Sen. Kevin Cramer of North Dakota, who called the Gaetz nomination a "Hail Mary" pass from Trump. Cramer said he sees Gaetz as a disruptive force in the House and has concerns about the "serious allegations" against him, but stopped short of saying he wouldn't vote for his confirmation.
"It will take a lot of political capital to get him across," Cramer said, adding that "there will forever be tension between the branches."
What's unclear is how much political capital Trump will have to expend to get his picks through -- or whether it will even be necessary. Republicans will have a 53-seat majority in the Senate next year, giving them room to lose a few votes. 
Immediately after his election as the incoming GOP leader, Thune suggested that the Senate will not fully relinquish its power to vet nominations -- but kept the door open to Trump's suggested changes.

    


"The Senate has an advise and consent rule in the Constitution," Thune said, adding that Senate Republicans will do everything they can to get Trump's nominees quickly in place.
"How that happens remains to be seen," Thune said.
While Trump's announcement about Gaetz sent an immediate shock wave around Capitol Hill, many Republican senators who will be tasked with confirming him were reluctant to publicly criticize the pick.
Texas Sen. John Cornyn, a member of the Judiciary panel, said he didn't know Gaetz "other than his public persona," and said he won't "prejudge any of these" nominations. 
Wyoming Sen. John Barrasso, elected Wednesday as the incoming No. 2 Republican in the Senate next year, would only say that Trump "is going to continue to make his appointments. We're going to continue to look forward to them coming to the Senate and have hearings and get his Cabinet confirmed as quickly as possible."

    


"I've got nothing for you," said Sen. Katie Britt, an Alabama Republican. "We'll see," said Sen. Ron Johnson of Wisconsin when asked whether he would support Gaetz's confirmation.
A few GOP senators praised Gaetz, who resigned from the House shortly after the announcement, ending the House Ethics investigation and making way for a replacement to be elected before the new Congress is sworn in Jan. 3. 
"I've known Matt for a very long time, we're friends," said Florida Sen. Marco Rubio, who was nominated for secretary of state Wednesday, but was instead flooded with questions about Gaetz. "I think he would do a very good job for the president."
Gaetz is "a smart, clever guy," said South Carolina Sen. Lindsey Graham, though he said "he'll have to answer some tough questions in the hearing, and we'll see how he does."

    


Other Republican senators, like Cramer, were skeptical while stopping short of saying they would oppose his nomination.
Gaetz "will have his work cut out for him," said North Carolina Sen. Thom Tillis, adding that it should "make for a popcorn-eating confirmation hearing."
Maine Sen. Susan Collins said she was "shocked" by Gaetz's nomination.
"I recognize that the president-elect has the right to nominate whomever he wishes, but we in Congress have a responsibility under the Constitution and our advise and consent, which will lead to hearings, an FBI background check and an awful lot of questions being asked in this case," Collins said.
Gaetz has vehemently denied any wrongdoing, and said last year that the Justice Department's investigation into sex trafficking allegations involving underage girls had ended with no federal charges against him.
Democrats were appalled.

"This nomination is the first test of whether Republicans are willing to stand up to Donald Trump and go with conscience and conviction as opposed to just politics," said Connecticut Sen. Richard Blumenthal, a Democratic member of the Judiciary panel.
New Mexico Sen. Martin Heinrich, D-N.M., was even more blunt.
"People voted for cheaper eggs, not whatever the f@#EU this is," he posted on X, referring to last week's election.
___
Associated Press writers Stephen Groves, Kevin Freking and Lisa Mascaro contributed to this report. 
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            FILE - Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., arrives before Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally in Doral, Fla., July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)
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            FILE - Rep. Mike Waltz, R-Fla., speaks during a hearing on Capitol Hill, July 22, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Rod Lamkey, Jr., File)
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            FILE - Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., arrives before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally in Allentown, Pa., Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President-elect Donald Trump is famously unconventional, but he made conventional picks for his two top foreign policy positions. That could be reassuring to American allies, while China and Iran have reasons to be wary.
Trump on Wednesday announced his choice of Sen. Marco Rubio for secretary of state. Two days earlier, he picked Rep. Mike Waltz for national security adviser.
Both men share Trump's hard-line stance on China and Iran. They have shown themselves willing to adapt their foreign-policy positions to echo aspects of Trump's more isolationist "America First" approach -- a requirement for anyone serving under a president who demands absolute loyalty.
But both are fairly mainstream conservatives with foreign policy experience who have previously differed with Trump on Russia, NATO and other issues. 
They've also been open to working with Democrats -- a point underscored when Sen. Mark Warner, the Democratic chairman of the Senate Intelligence Committee, said Rubio would be a "strong voice for American interests" abroad.

    


Rubio and Waltz stand in contrast to some other national security selections. Trump named Pete Hegseth, a Fox News host untested on the global stage, as defense secretary. He picked a congresswoman with little foreign policy experience, Rep. Elise Stefanik, as ambassador to the United Nations. His choice for ambassador to Israel, former Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee, rejects the two-state solution to the conflict with Palestinians.




And U.S. allies may be relieved that Rubio was selected over Richard Grenell for secretary of state. Grenell is an ardent and combative Trump advocate and former diplomat and intelligence official, with a reputation for favoring autocratic strongmen abroad.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Rubio, a 14-year veteran of the Senate, is a senior member of the Senate Intelligence Committee and Foreign Relations Committee. His roots as the son of Cuban immigrants who worked as a bartender and a hotel maid after coming to the United States helped shape his tough positions on the leftist governments of Cuba and Venezuela. 

    


While Trump has alarmed U.S. allies in Europe with his criticism of the NATO military alliance and praise of Russian President Vladimir Putin, whose war on Ukraine has galvanized European fears of Russian expansionism, Rubio was instrumental in the Senate in securing the U.S. position in NATO. He and Democratic Sen. Tim Kaine spearheaded legislation to bar any president from pulling the U.S. out of NATO without Senate approval or an act of Congress. 
But Rubio, like Waltz in the House, has altered his public statements and legislative votes to more closely align with Trump's criticism of the Biden administration's backing of Ukraine as it battles invading Russian forces.
After early votes and supportive statements for Ukraine after Russia's 2022 attack, Rubio and Waltz more recently voted against additional military aid to Ukraine. Rubio, like Trump, has increasingly stressed the need to end the war.
That's in contrast to Ukraine supporters in both parties who say the U.S. must support Ukraine's fight so it gets the best possible terms in any eventual cease-fire.

    


"I don't think he (Trump) puts people in positions that are going to disagree with him. He wants people to be loyal, and I don't think he's looking for people that are going to challenge his beliefs," said Kelly Grieco, a senior fellow at the Stimson Center, a Washington-based research institute. "So I think this is actually quite revealing, probably, of what the direction of U.S. policy will be, that it will be really hawkish on China in particular. And I think also on Iran."
In China, analysts consider Rubio and Waltz to be "ultra-hawkish" toward Beijing and have taken to calling them part of the "Florida faction" in foreign policy, since both are from the state. Trump piled tariffs on China in his first term and promises more tariffs in his next one.
Rubio has argued for a more confrontational approach toward China, and he has been a vocal supporter of Taiwan, which Beijing sees as Chinese territory.

    


Rubio is known in China as the "anti-China vanguard" for his ideologically driven, anti-communism stance. He landed on Beijing's blacklist in 2020 over his support for the minority Uyghurs in China's far western region of Xinjiang and for Hong Kong activists. He co-chaired the bipartisan Congressional-Executive Commission on China, which focuses on human rights, and introduced and supported numerous bills on China's rights issues.
The sanctions Beijing imposed on Rubio bar him from visiting the country. It's unclear if China's foreign minister will meet with him given the ban, or how the ban will otherwise affect his dealings with Chinese officials.
For his part, Waltz is a former Green Beret with combat tours in Afghanistan and the Middle East, a former defense policy director in the Pentagon, and a senior member of the House committees for armed services, intelligence and oversight.

    


He's supported Western backing for Ukraine, saying doing nothing would invite further Russian aggression in Europe and draw in U.S. troops. But Waltz increasingly emphasizes the importance of Ukraine's neighbors stepping up, saying Europeans should be spending as much on Ukraine's defense as the United States does.
In a Nov. 2 article he co-wrote for The Economist, Waltz argued that China has benefited from the Biden administration's failures to deter conflicts in Europe and in the Middle East.
In 2021, Waltz introduced a resolution calling on the U.S. Olympic Committee to withdraw from the 2022 Winter Games in Beijing. 
"The world cannot legitimize the CCP's acts of genocide in Xinjiang, destruction of the democratic rights of Hong Kong, and dangerous suppression of the coronavirus outbreak in Wuhan that cost lives by sending delegations to Beijing," Waltz said then, referring to the Chinese Communist Party.
At a daily briefing in Beijing, Lin Jian, a spokesman for the Chinese foreign ministry, said China would not comment on Trump's appointments. 
Shen Dingli, a Shanghai-based international relations expert, noted the gap between Trump and his nominees on China. "Trump didn't say China was an enemy during his first term and the presidential elections, but the hawkish officials he has appointed may believe China is an enemy to some extent," Shen said.
Robert Manning, a China expert at the Stimson Center, said Trump is not as ideologically driven as Rubio but he raised concerns that Trump's foreign policy could be more disruptive than President Joe Biden's.

"I think some in the Trump camp want to get rid of the Communist Party of China, which I think is a fool's errand, but nonetheless I think they're more focused on a different endgame than achieving a stable balance of power," he said.
___
Associated Press writer Mary Clare Jalonick in Washington and AP researchers Yu Bing and Liu Zheng in Beijing contributed to this report.
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            Donald Trump's election victory may hamper Joe Biden's ability to reinforce the United States' profile in South America, experts say, ahead of him travelling to the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation forum in Peru. With its member countries from around the Pacific Rim, APEC is the first global summit since the U.S. presidential election to gather several major world leaders. (AP video by Mauricio Cuevas, Mauricio Munoz and Cesar Barreto)
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            Hundreds of Peruvians protested on the streets of downtown Lima on Wednesday against the government and its failure to tackle rising crime as world leaders arrived in the Andean country for the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Forum. (AP/Cesar Olmos and Mauricio Cuevas)
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            A giant Chinese state-owned port that will shorten South American voyages to China and use automated, pilotless cranes and container ships is 98% complete, Peruvian authorities and local company managers said on Tuesday (AP/Cesar Barreto)
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            Chinese President Xi Jinping arrives at a BRICS Summit in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (Maxim Shemetov, Pool Photo via AP)
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            A worker walks past a sign presenting the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) summit outside the Ministry of Culture in Lima, Peru, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)
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            A cargo ship sits in a Chinese-funded port in Chancay, Peru, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)
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            A youth jumps into the water near a Chinese-funded port in Chancay, Peru, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)
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            A cargo ship sits in a Chinese-funded port in Chancay, Peru, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)
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            A fisherman travels on a boat near a Chinese-funded port construction in Chancay, Peru, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)
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            Air Force members fix the red carpet before the arrival of Vietnam's President Luong Cuong in Lima, Peru, for the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) summit, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Guadalupe Pardo)
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            A youth jumps into the water near a Chinese-funded port in Chancay, Peru, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)
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                                        LIMA, Peru (AP) -- If things had gone differently last week, U.S. President Joe Biden could have arrived at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation forum in Peru on Thursday projecting confidence and pledging his successor's cooperation with eager Latin American partners. No longer.
Just as in 2016, the last time that Peru's capital Lima hosted APEC, Donald Trump's election victory has pulled the rug out from under a lame-duck Democrat at the high-profile summit attended by over a dozen world leaders.
The renewed prospect of Trump's "America First" doctrine hampers Biden's ability to reinforce the United States' profile on his first presidential trip to South America, experts say, leaving China and its leader, Xi Jinping, to grab the limelight in America's proverbial backyard.
President Xi's first order of business in Peru is inaugurating a $1.3 billion megaport that will put China's regional influence on stark display. Total investment is expected to top $3.5 billion over the next decade.

    


"This isn't the way the U.S. had hoped to participate in the summit," said Margaret Myers, the director of the China and Latin America program at the Inter-American Dialogue, a Washington policy group. "All eyes are going to be on the port, what Xi says about it and how he articulates relations across the Pacific."




With the U.S. seemingly headed back toward isolationism under Trump, "China will be seen as the alternative," Myers added.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Sitting 60 kilometers (37 miles) northeast of Lima, the Chancay megaport -- once a serene fishing village -- is perhaps the clearest sign of Latin America's reorientation. The Chinese shipping and logistics giant Cosco holds a 60% stake in the project it developed with Peruvian partner, Volcan.
"With this port, we're looking at the entire Pacific coast, from the United States and Canada all the way to Chile," Peruvian Foreign Minister Elmer Schialer told The Associated Press in his office on Monday. "The shipping business is being transformed."

    


Peruvian Economy Minister Jose Arista said in June during a visit to China that the country's neighbors -- Brazil, Colombia, Chile -- are "making constant trips to and from to see how they can modify their supply chain to use this port," which will cut shipping time to Beijing by 10 days.
China's trade with the region ballooned 35-fold from 2000 to 2022, reaching nearly $500 billion, according to data from the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean. Most of the region's exports came from South America, and were concentrated in five products: soybeans, copper and iron ore, oil and copper cathodes.
At the same time, China's diplomatic engagement in the region has become more effective, with Xi visiting 11 Latin American countries since becoming president, according to Xinhua, China's main state news agency. Brazil, host of the G20 summit, and Peru will bestow the rare honor of a full state visit to Xi this month, but not to Biden.
The misguided notion that Latin America must choose between its two largest trading partners is "a strategic defeat" for the U.S., said Eric Farnsworth, vice president at the Washington-based Council of the Americas.

    


"The idea that China is somehow a better partner is increasingly being heard around the region and I think Xi wants to solidify that and amplify that," Farnsworth said.
Roughly a decade after China poured billions of dollars into building power plants, roads, airports and other infrastructure that saddled some developing countries with unserviceable debt, few expect Beijing to direct more massive loans to Latin America through its Belt and Road Initiative. But deeper cooperation on other infrastructure is possible, particularly renewable energy and telecommunications, said the Boston University bulletin.
The U.S. has appealed to Latin American governments to reject telecoms investment, particularly opposing Huawei, the Chinese tech giant that it argues could open the door to Chinese government spying. Similarly, U.S. officials have raised concerns over the Chancay port's possible dual-use by Beijing's navy in the Pacific -- a prospect dismissed by Chinese officials.

    


China "is working to exploit insecurity in our hemisphere," said U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin at the Southern Command headquarters in Florida this week, adding that the Asian giant is leveraging the need for investment in the Americas to advance its "malign agenda."
Despite its objections to Chinese influence, the U.S. hasn't shown the ability or willingness to build infrastructure like Chancay's megaport, experts note.
Even when the U.S. government has worked to ensure competitive bidding in Latin American massive public works projects, American companies have refrained from participating, said Benjamin Gedan, director of the Wilson Center's Latin America Program. 

    


A Kamala Harris administration wouldn't have changed that, but a Democratic victory would have enabled Biden to speak in Lima with authority about U.S. collaboration to come, such as building regional supply chains, Gedan said.
In sharp contrast to Biden's alliance-building approach, Trump has vowed to protect American interests and promised more of the same unilateralist action the world saw in his first term, when he staked out a combative stance against foreign competitors and deepened the U.S. trade war with China. 
In 2022, Biden launched the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework to help integrate economies of the region and enable the U.S. to counterbalance China. But last year, on the campaign trail, Trump said he would kill the trade pact if he were to win the 2024 election and return to the White House -- in the same way he pulled the U.S. from the Trans-Pacific Partnership immediately after taking office in 2017.
In the years since, U.S. clout in South America has diminished while China's has grown, said Farnsworth, recalling how the last time Lima hosted APEC in 2016, the shock of Trump's victory sucked the energy out of then-President Barack Obama's delegation.
Peru's top diplomat insists that the U.S. hasn't ceded its dominant voice guiding discussions about trade at gatherings such as APEC -- and doubted that it will, even under Trump.
"I'm not sure that Trump will go against these types of multilateral contexts just because he is worried about the American people," Schialer said. "He knows that the U.S. is too important for the world. We have to sit down and have a nice dialogue and see how we can face these challenges together."
Yet, in the wake of Trump's win and China's port opening in Peru, analysts expect the hard-nosed competition between the U.S. and China to overshadow APEC this week.

"The Chinese love the idea of outmaneuvering the U.S. in its near-abroad," Gedan said. "Xi will luxuriate in this dynamic of being able to arrive with a big delegation, (...) to inaugurate this transformational port and suck all the air out of the room when his American counterpart is very weak politically. That is significant to China."
___
Associated Press writer Franklin Briceno contributed to this report. 
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            In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service on Nov. 13, 2024, rescue workers extinguish a fire of a building destroyed by a Russian strike in Brovary, outside Kyiv, Ukraine. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service on Nov. 13, 2024, Rescue workers put out a fire of a building which was destroyed by a Russian strike in Brovary, outside Kyiv, Ukraine. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service on Nov. 13, 2024, rescue workers clear the rubble of a building destroyed by a Russian strike in Brovary, outside Kyiv, Ukraine. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service on Nov. 13, 2024, rescue workers extinguish a fire of a building destroyed by a Russian strike in Brovary, outside Kyiv, Ukraine. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service on Nov. 13, 2024, rescue workers extinguish a fire of a building destroyed by a Russian strike in Brovary, outside Kyiv, Ukraine. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)
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            In this photo taken from a video released by Russian Defense Ministry press service on Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, the Russian army's multiple rocket launcher Solntsepyok fires towards Ukrainian positions in the border area of Kursk region, Russia. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP)
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            United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken arrives for a media conference at NATO headquarters in Brussels on Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (Nicolas Tucat, Pool Photo via AP)
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            United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks during a media conference at NATO headquarters in Brussels on Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (Nicolas Tucat, Pool Photo via AP)
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            Ukraine's Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha, left, waits for the start of a meeting with United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken in Brussels, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (Nicolas Tucat, Pool Photo via AP)
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            United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken, right, meets with Ukraine's Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha, left, in Brussels, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (Nicolas Tucat, Pool Photo via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service on Nov. 13, 2024, rescue workers extinguish a fire of a building destroyed by a Russian strike in Brovary, outside Kyiv, Ukraine. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service on Nov. 13, 2024, Rescue workers put out a fire of a building which was destroyed by a Russian strike in Brovary, outside Kyiv, Ukraine. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service on Nov. 13, 2024, rescue workers clear the rubble of a building destroyed by a Russian strike in Brovary, outside Kyiv, Ukraine. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service on Nov. 13, 2024, rescue workers extinguish a fire of a building destroyed by a Russian strike in Brovary, outside Kyiv, Ukraine. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service on Nov. 13, 2024, rescue workers extinguish a fire of a building destroyed by a Russian strike in Brovary, outside Kyiv, Ukraine. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)
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            In this photo taken from a video released by Russian Defense Ministry press service on Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, the Russian army's multiple rocket launcher Solntsepyok fires towards Ukrainian positions in the border area of Kursk region, Russia. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP)
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            United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken arrives for a media conference at NATO headquarters in Brussels on Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (Nicolas Tucat, Pool Photo via AP)
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            United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks during a media conference at NATO headquarters in Brussels on Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (Nicolas Tucat, Pool Photo via AP)
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            Ukraine's Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha, left, waits for the start of a meeting with United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken in Brussels, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (Nicolas Tucat, Pool Photo via AP)
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            United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken, right, meets with Ukraine's Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha, left, in Brussels, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (Nicolas Tucat, Pool Photo via AP)
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- The Biden administration is determined in its final months to help ensure that Ukraine can keep fighting off Russia's full-scale invasion next year, sending it as much aid as possible so that it might hold Russian forces at bay and possess a strong hand in any potential peace negotiations, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said Wednesday.
"President Biden has committed to making sure that every dollar we have at our disposal will be pushed out the door between now and Jan. 20," when President-elect Donald Trump is due to be sworn in, Blinken said.
NATO countries must focus their efforts on "ensuring that Ukraine has the money, munitions and mobilized forces to fight effectively in 2025, or to be able to negotiate a peace from a position of strength," Blinken said during a visit to Brussels.
The U.S. will "adapt and adjust" with the latest equipment it is sending, Blinken said, without providing details.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Biden is sending aid to help Ukraine keep fighting next year, Blinken says
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Donna Warder reports President Joe Biden intends to boost military support for Ukraine before he leaves office.

    


    


The almost three-year war has shown no signs of winding down.
Russia attacked the Ukrainian capital Kyiv with a sophisticated combination of missiles and drones for the first time in 73 days on Wednesday. That came a day after the State Department said most of the North Korean troops sent to help Moscow's war effort are fighting to drive Ukraine's army off Russian soil in the Kursk border region. 




Ukraine is also straining to hold back a monthslong Russian onslaught in the eastern Donetsk region.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Political uncertainty over how a U.S. administration under Trump will change Washington's policy on the war is a key new factor in the conflict. U.S. military aid is vital for Ukraine, but Trump has signaled that he doesn't want to keep giving tens of billions of dollars to Kyiv.
Air raid warnings blared for hours as Russia targeted eight regions of Ukraine on Wednesday, firing six ballistic and cruise missiles and 90 drones, the Ukrainian air force said. 

    


Air defenses downed four missiles and 37 drones, and another 47 drones were stopped by electronic jamming, the statement said. The damage was being assessed.
Meanwhile, most of the more than 10,000 North Korean troops sent by Pyongyang to help Moscow in the war are engaged in combat in Russia's Kursk border region, State Department spokesman Vedant Patel told reporters Tuesday. A Ukrainian army incursion into Kursk three months ago has succeeded in holding a broad area of land and has embarrassed the Kremlin.
Russia's military has trained the North Korean soldiers in artillery, drone skills and basic infantry operations, including trench clearing, Patel said. The cooperation faces challenges, including how to achieve military interoperability and overcoming the language barrier, he said.
Kyiv officials say that Russia has deployed around 50,000 troops to Kursk in a bid to dislodge the Ukrainians.
Russia has in recent months been assembling forces for a counteroffensive in Kursk, according to the Institute for the Study of War think tank, though the timescale of the operation isn't known.
___
Cook reported from Brussels.

    


___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
___

This story has been corrected to show that a spokesman from the State Department, not the Pentagon, provided information about North Korean soldiers in Russia.
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            President-elect Donald Trump says he will nominate Rep. Matt Gaetz of Florida to serve as his attorney general, opting for a loyalist who has built a national reputation as a disruptor and has vowed to dramatically overhaul the Justice Department.
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            FILE - Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Fla., speaks at the Republican Party of Florida Freedom Summit, Nov. 4, 2023, in Kissimmee, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President-elect Donald Trump's pick for attorney general, Rep. Matt Gaetz of Florida, was once embroiled in a sex trafficking investigation by the Justice Department he's been tapped to lead, and has been under scrutiny by the House Ethics Committee over allegations including sexual misconduct. 
That probe effectively ended Wednesday, though, when Gaetz resigned from Congress.
Gaetz, a staunch Trump defender, has spent years enmeshed in scandals that threaten to derail his confirmation as the nation's top federal law enforcement officer by the Republican-led Senate. 
Gaetz has vehemently denied any wrongdoing, and said last year that the Justice Department's investigation into sex trafficking allegations involving underage girls had ended with no federal charges against him. 
Trump's attorney general is expected to oversee radical changes to the Justice Department, which has been the target of Trump's ire over two criminal cases it brought accusing him of conspiring to overturn the 2020 election and hoarding classified documents at his Mar-a-Lago estate. Trump, who cast himself as the victim of politically motivated prosecutions, vowed repeatedly on the campaign trail to carry out retribution against his political enemies if returned to the White House. 

    


It's unlikely Gaetz would be confirmed in time to oversee special counsel Jack Smith, who brought two federal indictments against Trump that are both expected to wind down before the incoming president takes office. Smith is expected to leave his post before Trump takes office, but special counsels are expected to produce reports on their work that historically are made public, and it remains unclear when such a document might be released.




In a statement Wednesday announcing his pick, Trump said Gaetz would root out "systemic corruption" at the Justice Department and return the department "to its true mission of fighting crime and upholding our democracy and constitution." 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In a post on X, formerly known as Twitter, Gaetz wrote, "It will be an honor to serve as President Trump's Attorney General!" 

    


Hours before the announcement, Gaetz said in a social media post that there needs to be a "full court press against this WEAPONIZED government." He added, "And if that means ABOLISHING every one of the three letter agencies, from the FBI to the ATF, I'm ready to get going!" If confirmed as attorney general, he would oversee both the FBI and the ATF, formally known as the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.
Inside a private meeting of House Republicans, the news that Trump had chosen Gaetz to lead the Justice Department sent a shock. Republican Rep. Mike Simpson of Idaho said he has a hard time believing Gaetz will be able to get through the Senate confirmation process. Republican Sen. Lisa Murkowski of Alaska said she didn't believe Gaetz was a serious candidate.
Some of Gaetz' allies in the House defended him as Trump's pick, pointing to his experience as a member on the House Judiciary Committee. Asked Wednesday whether she thinks Gaetz could be confirmed, Rep. Anna Paulina Luna, a fellow Florida Republican, told reporters that many will try to "smear him," but "the evidence will speak for itself."

    


The federal sex trafficking investigation that began under Attorney General Bill Barr during Trump's first term focused on allegations that Gaetz and onetime political ally Joel Greenberg paid underage girls and escorts or offered them gifts in exchange for sex. 
Greenberg, a fellow Republican who served as the tax collector in Florida's Seminole County, admitted as part of a plea deal with prosecutors in 2021 that he paid women and an underage girl to have sex with him and other men. The men were not identified in court documents when he pleaded guilty. Greenberg was sentenced in late 2022 to 11 years in prison. 
Federal investigators scrutinized a trip that Gaetz took to the Bahamas with a group of women and a doctor who donated to his campaign, and whether the women were paid or received gifts to have sex with the men, according to people familiar with the matter who were not allowed to publicly discuss the investigation. Prosecutors also investigated whether Gaetz and his associates tried to secure government jobs for some of the women, and scrutinized Gaetz's connections to the medical marijuana sector, including whether his associates sought to influence legislation Gaetz sponsored, the people have said. 

    


Gaetz had remained under investigation by the House Ethics Committee over allegations that he was part of a scheme that led to the sex trafficking of a 17-year-old girl.
The committee began its review of Gaetz in April 2021, deferred its work in response to a Justice Department request, and renewed its work shortly after Gaetz announced that the Justice Department had ended a sex trafficking investigation. 

    


Over the summer, the committee provided an unusual public update into its long-running investigation, saying its review now includes whether Gaetz engaged in sexual misconduct and illicit drug use, accepted improper gifts and sought to obstruct government investigations of his conduct. Gaetz has categorically denied all the allegations before the committee.

Rep. Michael Guest, the Republican chair of the House Ethics Committee, had told The Associated Press that Gaetz's nomination did not change the panel's ongoing probe. But Gaetz's resignation means the committee will no longer have jurisdiction to continue its probe. 
__
Associated Press writers Eric Tucker, Lisa Mascaro, Michael Balsamo and Stephen Groves contributed from Washington. 
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Investigation into Chinese hacking reveals 'broad and significant' spying effort, FBI says
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                    FILE - The American and Chinese flags wave at Genting Snow Park, Feb. 2, 2022, in Zhangjiakou, China. (AP Photo/Kiichiro Sato, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A federal investigation into Chinese government efforts to hack into U.S. telecommunications networks has revealed a "broad and significant" cyberespionage campaign aimed at stealing information from Americans who work in government and politics, the FBI said Wednesday.
Hackers affiliated with Beijing have compromised the networks of "multiple" telecommunications companies to obtain customer call records and gain access to the private communications of "a limited number of individuals," according to a joint statement issued by the FBI and the federal Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency.
The FBI did not identify any of the individuals targeted by the hackers but said most of them "are primarily involved in government or political activity."
The hackers also sought to copy "certain information that was subject to U.S. law enforcement requests pursuant to court orders," the FBI said, suggesting the hackers may have been trying to compromise programs like those subject to the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act, or FISA, which grants American spy agencies sweeping powers to surveil the communications of individuals suspected of being agents of a foreign power."

    


The warning comes after several high-profile hacking incidents that U.S. authorities have linked to China, part of what they say is an effort to steal technological and government information while also targeting vital infrastructure like the electrical grid.




In September, the FBI announced that it had disrupted a vast Chinese hacking operation known as Flax Typhoon that involved the installation of malicious software on more than 200,000 consumer devices, including cameras, video recorders and home and office routers. The devices were then used to create a massive network of infected computers, or botnet, that could then be used to carry out other cyber crimes.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Last month, officials said hackers linked to China targeted the phones of then-presidential candidate Donald Trump and his running mate, Sen. JD Vance, along with people associated with Democratic candidate Vice President Kamala Harris. 

    


Authorities did not disclose how or if the operations announced Wednesday are connected to the earlier campaigns.
In their statement Wednesday, the FBI and CISA said officials are working with the telecommunication industry and hacking victims to shore up defenses against continuing attempts at cyberespionage.
"We expect our understanding of these compromises to grow as the investigation continues," the agencies wrote.

China has rejected accusations from U.S. officials that it engages in cyberespionage directed against Americans. A message left with China's embassy in Washington was not immediately returned Wednesday.
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            Trump on Wednesday announced his choice of Sen. Marco Rubio for Secretary of State. (AP video by Nathan Ellgren)
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            FILE - Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Fla., departs after speaking during the Conservative Political Action Conference, CPAC 2024, at the National Harbor, in Oxon Hill, Md., Feb. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/(AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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            Tulsi Gabbard arrives before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally at PPG Paints Arena, Monday, Nov. 4, 2024, in Pittsburgh, Pa. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            Dan Scavino speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            FILE - Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Fla., speaks on Capitol Hill in Washington, March 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard, File)
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                                    President-elect Donald Trump says he will nominate Rep. Matt Gaetz of Florida to serve as his attorney general, opting for a loyalist who has built a national reputation as a disruptor and has vowed to dramatically overhaul the Justice Department.
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                                    Trump on Wednesday announced his choice of Sen. Marco Rubio for Secretary of State. (AP video by Nathan Ellgren)
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            FILE - Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Fla., departs after speaking during the Conservative Political Action Conference, CPAC 2024, at the National Harbor, in Oxon Hill, Md., Feb. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/(AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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                                        WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. (AP) -- President-elect Donald Trump chose Rep. Matt Gaetz of Florida to serve as his attorney general on Wednesday, bypassing more experienced options in favor of a loyalist who has built a national reputation as a disruptor and whom Trump has tasked with dramatically overhauling the Justice Department.
Trump also announced that he had tapped Sen. Marco Rubio of Florida as his nominee for secretary of state. And he selected Tulsi Gabbard, a former Democratic member of Congress and presidential candidate, to serve as his director of national intelligence.
The choices continued a pattern of Trump stocking his Cabinet with those he believes he can trust to execute his agenda rather than longtime officials with experience in their fields. Gaetz's selection, in particular, was seen as a shock. The Florida lawmaker was not among the more established attorneys who had been mentioned as contenders for the job, and even his colleagues in Congress appeared stunned by the news.

    


"Everybody was saying, 'Oh my God,'" said Republican Rep. Mike Simpson of Idaho. "That was about as big a surprise as I've had in a long time."




Gaetz resigned from his House seat Wednesday evening.
Trump announced the decision in a post in his Truth Social network, saying Gaetz would "root out the systemic corruption at DOJ, and return the Department to its true mission of fighting Crime, and upholding our Democracy and Constitution."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
If confirmed by the Republican-led Senate, Gaetz would instantly become one of the most closely watched members of Trump's Cabinet given his avowed loyalty to a president-elect who has threatened to pursue retribution against perceived adversaries.
Gaetz represents much of the Florida Panhandle and became a conservative star when he joined Congress, appearing as a frequent staunch defender of Trump on cable news.

    


He irked fellow GOP members in early 2023 when he filed the resolution that successfully ousted former House Speaker Kevin McCarthy. McCarthy then helped fund a primary challenge to Gaetz that included commercials alleging that he paid for sex with a 17-year-old, an allegation that had been under investigation by the House Ethics Committee -- though that probe effectively ended Wednesday when Gaetz resigned from Congress. Gaetz has denied any wrongdoing and the Justice Department ended its own sex trafficking investigation without bringing charges against him.
House Republicans first got wind of the nomination during a private meeting and initially thought the news was a joke before realizing Trump had indeed named Gaetz to serve as the nation's chief law officer.
GOP Rep. Max Miller told reporters the shock in the room was more a reflection of members' happiness that the Florida Republican will no longer be a member of the chamber after years of instigating intraparty battles.
Even Trump's allies in the Senate were keeping their distance.
"We'll see," said Sen. Ron Johnson of Wisconsin when asked whether he would vote to confirm the congressman. 

    


Sen. John Cornyn, a Texas Republican, suggested that the Senate would look closely into Gaetz, including the House Ethics Committee investigation.
"I'm sure it will make for a popcorn-eating confirmation hearing," said GOP Sen. Thom Tillis of North Carolina.
Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn., who serves on the committee that will take up the Gaetz nomination, said it would be "the first test of whether Republicans are willing to stand up to Donald Trump and go with conscience and conviction as opposed to just politics."
The announcement came shortly after Trump confirmed that he had picked Rubio, a conservative lawmaker, as the nation's top diplomat. A onetime critic who evolved into one of the president-elect's fiercest defenders, Rubio is a noted hawk on China, Cuba and Iran, and was a finalist to be Trump's running mate this summer. He would be the first Latino in the job if confirmed.
On Capitol Hill, Rubio is the vice chairman of the Senate Intelligence Committee and a member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. He has pushed for taking a harder line against China and has targeted social media app TikTok because its parent company is Chinese. He and other lawmakers contend that Beijing could demand access to the data of users whenever it wants.

    


"He will be a strong Advocate for our Nation, a true friend to our Allies, and a fearless Warrior who will never back down to our adversaries," Trump said of Rubio in a statement.
Trump made the personnel announcements while flying back to Florida from Washington after meeting with President Joe Biden.
The president-elect had been expected to pick Rubio for the post, but had also faced pressure from people pushing Ric Grenell, who served as acting director of national intelligence during Trump's first administration.

    


Grenell responded to the news on on X, writing, "Congratulations, Senator. You will be great for America!"
The selection is the culmination of a long, complicated history between Trump and Rubio. During their tense competition for the GOP presidential nomination in 2016, Rubio was especially blunt in his criticism of Trump, calling him a "con artist" and "the most vulgar person to ever aspire to the presidency." 
He tried to match Trump's often-crude attacks by joking about the size of Trump's hands in a reference to his manhood. Trump responded by branding Rubio as "little Marco," a nickname that stuck with the senator for years.
But like many Republicans who sought to maintain their relevance in the Trump era, Rubio shifted his rhetoric. As speculation intensified that Trump might pick him as his running mate, Rubio sought to play down the tension from 2016, suggesting the heated tone simply reflected the intensity of a campaign.
"That is like asking a boxer why they punched somebody in the face in the third round," Rubio told CNN when asked about his previous comments. "It's because they were boxing."
Rubio was first elected to the Senate in 2010 as part of the tea party wave of Republicans who swept into Washington. He quickly gained a reputation as someone who could embody a more diverse, welcoming Republican Party. He was a key member of a group that worked on a 2013 immigration bill that included a path to citizenship for millions of people in the country illegally. 
But that legislation stalled in the House, where more conservative Republicans were in control, signaling the sharp turn to the right that the party -- and Rubio -- would soon embrace. Now, Rubio says he supports Trump's plan to deploy the U.S. military to deport those in the country illegally.
"We are going to have to do something, unfortunately, we're going to have to do something dramatic," Rubio said in a May interview with NBC.
Gabbard, meanwhile, will serve as director of national intelligence. Both Vice President-elect JD Vance and Trump's son, Donald Trump Jr. had been advocating for her to get a position in the administration, after she grew close with them during the campaign.
She helped prepare Trump for his debate against Vice President Kamala Harris, announced she was becoming a Republican at a Trump rally during the race's final stretch, and received huge cheers from his crowds at events.
Gabbard, who has served in the Army National Guard for more than two decades, deploying to Iraq and Kuwait, would come to the role as somewhat of an outsider, compared to her predecessor. The current director, Avril Haines, was confirmed by the Senate in 2021 following several years in a number of top national security and intelligence positions.
Gabbard hasn't worked directly in the intelligence community, outside of House committees, including two years on the Homeland Security Committee. Like others Trump has selected for his agency leadership, she has been among his most popular political surrogates, often drawing thunderous responses from crowds as she stumped for him in the campaign's closing months.
___

Colvin reported from New York and Miller reported from Washington. Associated Press writers Lisa Mascaro, Stephen Groves, Farnoush Amiri, Eric Tucker and Kevin Freking contributed to this report from Washington.
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            Republicans have retained control of the U.S. House of Representatives maintaining the majority in the chamber over Democrats following a fierce 2024 election for a few dozen House seats.
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            House Speaker Mike Johnson of La., speaks before President-elect Donald Trump arrives at a meeting of the House GOP conference, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- House Speaker Mike Johnson won the House Republican nomination Wednesday to stay on the job, on track to keep the gavel after a morning endorsement from President-elect Donald Trump ahead of a full House vote in the new year. 

While Johnson has no serious challenger, he faces dissent within his ranks, particularly from hard-right conservatives and the Freedom Caucus withholding their votes as leverage to extract promises ahead.

Trump told House Republicans, during the president-elect's first trip back to Washington since the party swept the 2024 election, that he's with the speaker all the way, according to a person familiar with the remarks but unauthorized to discuss the private meeting near the Capitol. 

Johnson heaped praise on Trump, calling him the "comeback king."

    



It's been a remarkable political journey for Johnson, the accidental speaker who rose as a last, best choice to replace ousted former speaker Kevin McCarthy more than a year ago and quickly set a course by positioning himself alongside Trump and leading Republicans during this year's elections.





Johnson said Trump tipped him off early Wednesday that he would be tapping another House Republican for his administration -- Rep. Matt Gaetz of Florida, as attorney general -- reducing Johnson's slim numbers in the new year. Gaetz submitted his resignation from Congress, effective immediately, launching an eight-week clock to fill his seat, Johnson said, possibly in time for the start of the new Congress on Jan. 3, 2025. 

Gaetz is the third House GOP lawmaker tapped for the Trump administration, and Johnson said Gaetz wanted to help prevent the narrow numbers. The quick departure also ends a long-running House ethics probe into the Florida congressman.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

As Johnson tells it, Trump is the "coach" and he is the "quarterback" as they prepare for a unified Republican government in the new year. 

    



Johnson has embraced Trump's priorities on mass deportations, tax cuts, cutting the federal workforce and a more muscular U.S. image abroad. Together they have been working on what the speaker calls an ambitious 100-days agenda hoping to avoid what he called the mistakes of Trump's first term when Congress was unprepared and wasted "precious time."

Wednesday's internal GOP vote was by voice rather than roll call or ballots, with no objections to Johnson, according to the same person in the room. The rest of the top GOP leaders were also elected.

But the outcome belies a more difficult road ahead for the speaker.

While Johnson expects to lead the House in unified government, with Trump in the White House and Republicans having seized the Senate majority, the House is expected to remain narrowly split. Republicans have won enough seats to control the chamber after victories Wednesday in Arizona and California gave the GOP 218 victories. 

The problems that come with a slim House majority and plagued Johnson's first year as speaker when his own ranks routinely revolted over his plans are likely to spill into the new year, with a potential fresh round of chaotic governing.

    



Johnson needs just a simple majority in Wednesday's closed-door voting to win the GOP nomination to become speaker. But he will need majority support of the full House, 218 votes, to actually take hold of the gavel on Jan. 3, when the new Congress convenes and conducts the election for its speaker. It took McCarthy some 15 rounds of voting in a weeklong election to win the gavel in 2023. 

Trump has made Johnson's problems more complicated by tapping House Republicans for his administration, reducing the numbers further. Just before voting, Trump announced Gaetz as his nominee for attorney general, sending shockwaves through the room over the far-right pick.

"Everybody was saying, Oh my God," said Rep. Mike Simpson, R-Idaho.

Still, with Trump in the White House, the speaker may enjoy a period of goodwill from his own ranks as Republicans are eager to disrupt the norms of governing and institutionalize Trump's second-term agenda. 

"His challenge is what it's always been," Rep. Ralph Norman, R-S.C., a member of the Freedom Caucus, said of Johnson.

    



But he said, "With Trump in charge, it'll be easier for him to deliver."

Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, R-Ga., who launched a failed effort last year to oust Johnson from the speaker's office said: "You know who he's going to have to answer to? Donald Trump."

And Rep. Troy Nehls, R-Texas, who wore his "Make America Great Again" tie with matching Trump gold sneakers, told reporters the party must put aside the chaos of the last few years and unify behind the president-elect.

"If Donald Trump says, 'Jump three feet high and scratch your head,' we all jump three feet high and scratch our head," Nehls said. 

Conservatives have been discussing whether to field their own candidate as a signal to Johnson as they push their own priorities, using the same tactic they did with McCarthy to force the speaker into concessions, particularly on steeper budget cuts.

Instead, they pulled Johnson aside for a lengthy private conversation, as other lawmakers watched and waited. The afternoon dragged on. 

"It's nonsense, is what it is," Simpson said. "Sometimes you can't do everything our exotic members want to do."

Johnson said afterward a deal was struck between the Freedom Caucus and the more mainstream conservative Main Street Caucus on new GOP conference rules.

One change would make it harder to remove the speaker from office, requiring at least nine lawmakers to join in filing a so-called "motion to vacate" instead of just one. In return other proposals were dropped. 

Democrats, who lent Johnson a hand at governing multiple times in Congress -- supplying the votes needed to keep the federal government funded and turning back the effort by Greene to bounce him from office -- are unlikely to help him in the new year as they try to put a check on Trump's agenda.

"House Democrats are ready to work with the new administration and will extend a hand of bipartisanship whenever possible," said Rep. Pete Aguilar of California, the chairman of the Democratic Caucus.

But he said Democrats "will be ready to push against efforts" to throw millions of Americans off health care and other GOP priorities.

It's wasn't just the speaker election Wednesday, but Republicans also reelected the rest of their top House GOP leadership team for the new year.

Majority Leader Steve Scalise, also of Louisiana, and GOP Whip Tom Emmer of Minnesota, sailed to their reelections in leadership, as did Rep. Richard Hudson, R-N.C., who will lead the campaign arm the National Republican Congressional Committee for another term.


The House GOP conference chair went to Rep. Lisa McClain of Michigan. It was the most competitive race for the job that opened up after Trump's decision to tap Rep. Elise Stefanik of New York as his ambassador to the United Nations. 

__
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            Two explosions outside Brazil's Supreme Court on Wednesday killed a man and forced the justices and other staff to evacuate the building in the capital of Brasilia.
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            A body lies outside the Supreme Court in Brasilia, Brazil, following an explosion, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eraldo Peres)
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            Police inspect a vehicle outside the Supreme Court in Brasilia, Brazil, following an explosion, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eraldo Peres)
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            A body lies on a road outside the Supreme Court in Brasilia, Brazil, following an explosion, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eraldo Peres)
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            A body lies outside the Supreme Court in Brasilia, Brazil, following an explosion, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eraldo Peres)
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            Police inspect a vehicle outside the Supreme Court in Brasilia, Brazil, following an explosion, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eraldo Peres)
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                                    Two explosions outside Brazil's Supreme Court on Wednesday killed a man and forced the justices and other staff to evacuate the building in the capital of Brasilia.
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            A body lies on a road outside the Supreme Court in Brasilia, Brazil, following an explosion, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eraldo Peres)
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                                        SAO PAULO (AP) -- A man who failed in an attempt to break into Brazil's Supreme Court killed himself in explosions outside the building Wednesday that forced justices and staff to evacuate, authorities said.
The two strong blasts were heard about 7:30 p.m. after the day's session finished and all the justices and staff left the building safely, Brazil's Supreme Court said in a statement. 
Local firefighters confirmed one man died at the scene in the capital Brasilia, but did not identify him.
Celina Leao, the lieutenant governor of Brazil's federal district, said the suspect had earlier detonated explosives in a car in a Congress parking lot, which did not cause injuries.
"His first action was to explode the car. Then he approached the Supreme Court and tried to get in the building. He failed and then there were the other explosions," Leao said in a news conference.

    


Local media reported that the car that exploded belonged to a member of Brazil's Liberal Party, the same of former President Jair Bolsonaro. Leao said only investigations will determine whether the owner of the car is the same man who died in the blasts.




Leao recommended that Congress be closed Thursday to avoid new risks. Brazil's Senate heeded her call and the lower house will be shut until noon, speaker Arthur Lira said.
"It could have been a lone wolf, like others we've seen around the world," Leao said in a news conference. "We are considering it as a suicide because there was only one victim. But investigations will show if that was indeed the case."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Leao added only forensics will be able to identify the body, which remained outside the Supreme Court for three hours after the blasts.
The blasts outside the Supreme Court took place about 20 seconds apart in Brasilia's Three Powers Plaza, where Brazil's main government buildings, including the Supreme Court, Congress and presidential palace, are located.

    


President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva was not in the neighboring presidential palace at the time, spokesman Jose Chrispiniano said.
Police blocked all access to the area and the presidential security bureau was conducting a sweep of the grounds around the presidential palace.
Brazil's federal police said it is investigating and did not provide a motive. 
The Supreme Court in recent years has become a target for threats by far-right groups and supporters of Bolsonaro's due to its crackdown on the spread of false information. In particular, Justice Alexandre de Moraes has been a focus for their ire. 

Lula's spokesman said that late on Wednesday the leftist leader was gathering at the presidential residence with federal police chief Andrei Rodrigues, and Supreme Court Justices de Moraes and Cristiano Zanin. 
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US ambassador says Mexico 'closed the doors' on security cooperation and denies its violence problem
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                    FILE - U.S. Ambassador to Mexico Ken Salazar speaks during a press conference at the new embassy still under construction, in Mexico City, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Moises Castillo, File)
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                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- U.S. Ambassador Ken Salazar lashed out Wednesday at Mexico's failure to accept aid in the fight against drug cartels, claiming the country "closed the doors" on security cooperation.
In a press conference, Salazar launched his harshest criticism yet of rampant violence, police corruption and the Mexican government's mistaken attitude that "there is no problem."
"When they just say 'there is no problem, we have these statistics to show people there is no problem,' that is not based on reality,"" Salazar said. "There is a very big problem."
Mexico sent a diplomatic note to the U.S. embassy "expressing its surprise" at Salazar's statement, the foreign relations ministry said in a statement later Wednesday.
Salazar cited violence in recent days in the northern state of Sinaloa as an example. Sinaloa state police chief Gerardo Merida said Wednesday authorities found a pile of between five and seven bodies on a roadside there, but were still counting body parts to see how many there were.

    


"There is a pile of various bodies, with what we have found we have identified five bodies, but some are in pieces, they have been dismembered, there are mentions of seven," said Merida.




Sinaloa's embattled governor, Ruben Rocha, seemed to typify Mexico's attitude when he said Tuesday --after a similar number of dead bodies were dumped on roadsides - that "we're doing well, we'll get over this soon."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Salazar countered that in Sinaloa "the dead can be seen everywhere."
Salazar had previously defended many of the Mexican government's actions, but he now says former President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador's "hugs not bullets" strategy of not confronting the cartels "did not work."
Lopez Obrador left office on Sept. 30, but his successor, President Claudia Sheinbaum, has pledged to continue the policy, even though under her leadership troops appear more willing to open fire.

    


Fighting between two factions of the Sinaloa drug cartel broke out after two drug capos -- one from each faction -- flew to the United States and were arrested there on July 25.
Drug lords Ismael "El Mayo" Zambada and Joaquin Guzman Lopez were apprehended in the United States after flying there in a small plane.
Zambada later claimed he was kidnapped and forced aboard the plane by Guzman Lopez, causing a violent battle between Zambada's faction and the "Chapitos" group led by the sons of imprisoned drug lord Joaquin "El Chapo" Guzman.
Mexico later blamed the United States for detaining the capos, saying that had caused the outbreak of violence. Salazar said Mexico also shut down anti-drug cooperation after that.
"It totally accelerated from there, the Mexican government closed its doors," Salazar said. The ambassador also criticized efforts by both Lopez Obrador and Sheinbaum to downplay the problem of crime and violence, claiming the problem was being exaggerated and crime statistics were dropping.
Salazar did not clarify why he thought the Mexican government's numbers were untrustworthy, but in recent days the government appears to have changed the way it reports homicide figures.

    


"The reality for the Mexican people, and that is for businesspeople, members of the press like you who work on the streets, those who have ranches, like the cattleman killed in Sinaloa over the weekend because he was a leader, they don't live with security," Salazar said.
The continuing violence "is a very serious problem in Mexico and saying there is no problem, blaming someone else, blaming the United States, obviously is not (the solution)", he continued. 
He also blamed Lopez Obrador for having refused "$32 million," an apparent reference to Lopez Obrador's decision to drop out of a U.S.-funded program to donate money to train and equip Mexican police.
"It was rejected for ideological problems, and other explanations," Salazar said. Lopez Obrador said at the time he didn't want U.S. helicopters and guns, but by that point most of the U.S. money was going for training, professionalization and legal reform.

    


After taking office in 2018, Lopez Obrador also cut funding for police forces and gave the army, navy and militarized National Guard the lead role in law enforcement.
"Police become corrupt because they don't earn enough to live on," Salazar said. "You cannot pay a police officer almost nothing and expect them to do their job."
Salazar had been previously known for defending Lopez Obrador despite his constant efforts to militarize law enforcement, concentrate power, eliminate regulatory and oversight bodies and shore up Mexico's government-run companies even at the expense of U.S. firms.

It was unclear if Wednesday's critical turn in his rhetoric was in any way related to the victory of Donald Trump in last week's U.S. presidential elections. Trump has long been fiercely critical of Mexico.
____
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/mexico-sinaloa-cartel-violence-bodies-02e0c9a499e9605291f3ba5a2f9e6f4d



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



US government worker charged with leaking classified documents on Israel's plans to strike Iran

    US government worker charged with leaking classified documents on Israel's plans to strike Iran

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            FILE - The FBI seal is pictured in Omaha, Neb., Aug. 10, 2022. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall, File)
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            FILE - The FBI's J. Edgar Hoover headquarters building is seen in Washington on Nov. 2, 2016. (AP Photo/Cliff Owen, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A man who worked for the U.S. government has been charged with leaking classified information assessing Israel's earlier plans to attack Iran, according to court papers filed Wednesday.
The man, identified as Asif William Rahman, was arrested by the FBI this week in Cambodia and was due to make his first court appearance in Guam. 
He was indicted last week in U.S. court in Virginia on two counts of willful transmission of national defense information -- felony charges that can carry significant prison sentences.
It was not immediately clear whether Rahman had a lawyer or which federal agency employed him, but officials say he had a top-secret security clearance with access to sensitive compartmented information.
The charges stem from the documents, attributed to the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency and National Security Agency, appearing last month on a channel of the Telegram messaging app. The documents noted that Israel was still moving military assets in place to conduct a military strike in response to Iran's blistering ballistic missile attack on Oct. 1. 

    


Israel carried out a retaliatory attack on multiple sites in Iran in late October.




The documents were sharable within the "Five Eyes," which are the United States, Britain, Canada, New Zealand and Australia.

The emergence of the documents triggered an FBI investigation that examined how the documents were obtained -- including whether it was an intentional leak by a member of the U.S. intelligence community or obtained by another method, like a hack -- and whether any other intelligence information was compromised. Officials also worked to determine who had access to the documents before they were posted.
The New York Times was first to report his arrest.
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Middle East latest: 3 young siblings killed in Gaza as Israeli strikes in Lebanon kill 6
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            The U.S. military on Wednesday said it had conducted several days of strikes targeting Yemen's Houthi rebels. The strikes included U.S. Air Force and U.S. Navy aircraft, including the Navy's F-35C stealth fighter jet.


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 15 | 
            Black smoke billows after huge fireballs light up night sky over Gaza Strip
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            Settlers in the West Bank are hoping Trump's return to the White House is a cause for celebration - during his first term, but his administration took unprecedented steps to support Israel's territorial claims. This time around, as Israel is embroiled in a multifront war, settlement advocates believe Trump's history of fervent support could translate into their supreme goal: Israeli annexation of the West Bank -- a move that critics say would smother any remaining hopes for Palestinian statehood. (AP video shot by Alon Bernstein)
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            Palestinian medics said Wednesday that a 15-year-old boy was among at least two people killed by Israeli strikes in Central Gaza a day prior. He was killed by an airstrike which hit a tent in the western side of Deir al-Balah, according to Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital. The boy's mother said she had just put her children to sleep when she heard the explosion. (Production by Wafaa Shurafa)
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            The Israeli military on Wednesday struck several sites in Beirut's southern suburbs in an area known as Dahiyeh, after issuing evacuation warnings. (AP video by Ali Sharafeddine and Fadi Tawil)
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            Smoke rises after an Israeli airstrike on Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Residents check the site of an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A resident gestures as he speaks on his mobile phone while checking his apartment at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Aramoun village, southeast of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Mourners carry the bodies of two kids, killed on Monday evening in an Israeli airstrike, during a mass funeral in Saksakiyeh village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024.(AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Destroyed residents buildings at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Smoke billows following Israeli airstrikes in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Smoke rises after an Israeli airstrike on Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A Palestinian youth carries humanitarian aid in Deir al-Balah, Gaza, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 15 | 
            Israel Ganz, chairman of the Yesha settlers council and head of the Mateh Binyamin Regional Council, poses for a portrait holding a bottle of wine bearing the name of U.S. President-elect Donald Trump in the Shaar Binyamin Industrial Park in the West Bank, Monday, Nov. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            People take cover as a siren sounds a warning of incoming rockets fired from Lebanon, in Kiryat Yam, northern Israel, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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                                    Black smoke billows after huge fireballs light up night sky over Gaza Strip
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                                    Settlers in the West Bank are hoping Trump's return to the White House is a cause for celebration - during his first term, but his administration took unprecedented steps to support Israel's territorial claims. This time around, as Israel is embroiled in a multifront war, settlement advocates believe Trump's history of fervent support could translate into their supreme goal: Israeli annexation of the West Bank -- a move that critics say would smother any remaining hopes for Palestinian statehood. (AP video shot by Alon Bernstein)
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                                    Palestinian medics said Wednesday that a 15-year-old boy was among at least two people killed by Israeli strikes in Central Gaza a day prior. He was killed by an airstrike which hit a tent in the western side of Deir al-Balah, according to Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital. The boy's mother said she had just put her children to sleep when she heard the explosion. (Production by Wafaa Shurafa)
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                                    The Israeli military on Wednesday struck several sites in Beirut's southern suburbs in an area known as Dahiyeh, after issuing evacuation warnings. (AP video by Ali Sharafeddine and Fadi Tawil)
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            Smoke rises after an Israeli airstrike on Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Residents check the site of an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A resident gestures as he speaks on his mobile phone while checking his apartment at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Aramoun village, southeast of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Mourners carry the bodies of two kids, killed on Monday evening in an Israeli airstrike, during a mass funeral in Saksakiyeh village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024.(AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Destroyed residents buildings at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Smoke billows following Israeli airstrikes in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Smoke rises after an Israeli airstrike on Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A Palestinian youth carries humanitarian aid in Deir al-Balah, Gaza, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Israel Ganz, chairman of the Yesha settlers council and head of the Mateh Binyamin Regional Council, poses for a portrait holding a bottle of wine bearing the name of U.S. President-elect Donald Trump in the Shaar Binyamin Industrial Park in the West Bank, Monday, Nov. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            People take cover as a siren sounds a warning of incoming rockets fired from Lebanon, in Kiryat Yam, northern Israel, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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                                        An Israeli strike on a home in northern Gaza killed three siblings aged 6 and under, among at least six people killed in airstrikes in the war-ravaged territory, Palestinian medics said. In Lebanon, an Israeli airstrike on an apartment building south of Beirut on Wednesday killed at least six people and wounded 15, the Health Ministry said. 
Israeli forces have encircled and largely isolated the Gaza Strip's northernmost areas for the past month, saying Hamas militants have regrouped. Experts on hunger say famine is imminent or may already be happening there. Israel has also been striking deeper inside Lebanon since September as it escalates the war against Hezbollah.
Israel's war against Hamas in Gaza has killed more than 43,000 people, Palestinian health officials say. The officials do not distinguish between civilians and combatants, but say more than half of those killed were women and children. 

    


The Israel-Hamas war began after Palestinian militants stormed into Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, killing some 1,200 people -- mostly civilians -- and abducting 250 others. Lebanon's Hezbollah group began firing into Israel on Oct. 8, 2023, in solidarity with Hamas in Gaza. Since then, more than 3,200 people have been killed in Lebanon and more than 14,200 wounded, the country's Health Ministry reported. In Israel, 76 people have been killed, including 31 soldiers.
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US military says it conducted strikes against Houthi rebels
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates -- The U.S. military says it has conducted several days of strikes targeting Yemen's Houthi rebels.
The strikes included U.S. Air Force and U.S. Navy aircraft, including the Navy's F-35C stealth fighter jet, it said Thursday.
The military also released video showing a strike by an MQ-9 Reaper drone on a mobile missile launcher placed on the back of what appeared to be a truck. A person standing next to the launcher is seen running away after the strike.

    


"This targeted operation was conducted in response to the Houthi's repeated and unlawful attacks on international commercial shipping, as well as U.S., coalition and merchant vessels in the Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb Strait and the Gulf of Aden," the U.S. military's Central Command said. "It also aimed to degrade the Houthi's ability to threaten regional partners."
The strikes happened Saturday and Sunday.
The Houthis launched an attack this week targeted two U.S. Navy destroyers entering the Red Sea. The Americans said they "engaged and defeated" eight bomb-carrying drones, five anti-ship ballistic missiles and four cruise missiles that the Houthis used to target the vessels.
UN says Israel blocked 6 recent attempts to deliver aid to northern Gaza
UNITED NATIONS - The U.N. humanitarian office says Israel blocked six attempts to deliver life-saving food and other humanitarian assistance to besieged Palestinians in northern Gaza in the last two days.
U.N. spokesman Stephane Dujarric said the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, known as OCHA, tried unsuccessfully to send three missions with food and water on Tuesday to Jabaliya, Beit Hanoun and Beit Lahiya - and three more on Wednesday, including one with psycho-social support for children in Jabaliya.

    


Dujarric reiterated that "every attempt by the U.N. to access these areas with food, water and health missions this month was either denied or impeded."
"We have submitted four additional requests to the Israeli authorities to reach these areas tomorrow (Thursday) with life-saving assistance," he said.
On Tuesday, eight international aid groups said Israel failed to meet U.S. demands for greater humanitarian access to the war-ravaged Gaza Strip, where hunger experts say the north may already be experiencing famine.
However, the Biden administration said later Tuesday it won't limit weapons transfers to Israel because the U.S. says its key ally has made good but limited progress in increasing the flow of humanitarian aid to Gaza.
Dujarric said OCHA also reports that across Gaza strip, "Israeli bombardment from the air, land and sea continues to be reported, causing further death, displacement and destruction."
As of Tuesday, he said, 79% of the Gaza Strip remains under Israeli evacuation orders and OCHA warns that repeated displacements are leaving Palestinians "increasingly vulnerable, as critical resources are continuing to be exhausted."

    


UN Security Council demands peacekeepers' safety in southern Lebanon amid Israel's ground invasion against Hezbollah
UNITED NATIONS - The U.N. Security Council is condemning "incidents" that injured U.N. peacekeepers in southern Lebanon and impacted their positions along the U.N.-drawn boundary between Lebanon and Israel.
The statement was agreed to by all 15 council members, including the United States, and issued late Wednesday. The Security Council urged all parties -- never naming Israel or the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah -- to take measures to respect the safety and security of personnel and premises of the peacekeeping mission known as UNIFIL.
Israel forces invaded south Lebanon on Oct. 1, causing widespread destruction in border villages but making little advances on the ground inside the country. 

    


UNIFIL has accused Israel of deliberately destroying observation equipment, and a number of peacekeepers have been injured amid the fighting. Israel has called for peacekeepers to pull back 5 kilometers (3 miles) for their safety, but the U.N. force has stayed to monitor the escalating conflict.
U.N. peacekeeping chief Jean-Pierre Lacroix is currently in Lebanon and visited the UNIFIL headquarters in Naqoura and a peacekeeping position on Wednesday, U.N. spokesman Stephane Dujarric said. Lacroix also spoke to peacekeepers who had been injured in direct attacks and exchanges of fire between Israeli and Hezbollah forces.
Council members called on "the parties" to abide by international humanitarian law. They also called for full implementation of Security Council resolution 1701 which ended the 2006 Israel-Hezbollah war. That resolution also calls for the Lebanese army to deploy throughout the south, which Hezbollah mainly controls, and for all armed groups including Hezbollah to be disarmed.
The fighting since October 2023 has killed more than 3,200 people in Lebanon, according to the Health Ministry, and in Israel, 76 people have been killed including 31 soldiers.
Israeli strike kills five people in a Gaza refugee camp
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip -- An Israeli strike on a street in a refugee camp in central Gaza killed five people and injured two others on Wednesday, according to Palestinian health officials and Associated Press journalists.
The corpses were taken from Maghazi urban refugee camp by ambulance to Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in the nearby city of Deir al-Balah, where they were counted by AP staff. All of the dead were men.
The Israeli military did not immediately respond to a request for comment about the strike.
Israel's war in Gaza has killed more than 43,000 Palestinians, according to local health authorities that do not distinguish between civilians and militants in their count but say more than half the dead are women and children. Israel says it targets Hamas militants who hide among civilians.
Six Israeli soldiers are killed in combat in Lebanon, one of Israel's deadliest days for the current ground invasion 
JERUSALEM -- The Israeli military said six soldiers were killed in combat in southern Lebanon on Wednesday.
It was one of the deadliest days for the Israeli military inside Lebanon during its current ground invasion, and came just one day after Israel's new foreign minister said there was " certain progress " in efforts to end the fighting with Lebanon's Hezbollah. 
More than 370 Israeli soldiers have been killed in combat in Gaza and Lebanon in the past year. The army did not provide details on how the six soldiers died Wednesday. 
Israel forces invaded south Lebanon on Oct. 1, causing widespread destruction in border villages but making little advances on the ground inside the country. Israel says it is destroying Hezbollah weapons and command centers near the border, including an extensive tunnel system built by Hezbollah.
According to the Lebanese Health Ministry, 3,243 people have been killed in Lebanon in a year of fighting and more than 1.2 million have been displaced.
Israel strikes a city in western Syria near Lebanon border
BEIRUT -- Several Israeli airstrikes targeted a city in western Syria near the border with Lebanon on Wednesday, Syrian state media said.
Israel's warplanes hit bridges and military checkpoints in the area around al-Qusayr and led to the activation of air defenses, according to the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a Britain-based opposition war monitor.
There was no immediate word on casualties, and the Israeli military did not comment on the strikes. 
Israel has carried out hundreds of strikes on targets inside government-controlled parts of war-torn Syria in recent years, but it rarely acknowledges or discusses the operations. The strikes often target Syrian forces or Iranian-backed groups.
The Lebanese militant group Hezbollah is believed to have received much of its weaponry through Syria from Iran, its main backer.
Israel won't provide evidence that some UN staffers in Gaza work for Hamas, UNRWA head says
UNITED NATIONS - The head of the U.N. agency helping Palestinian refugees is accusing Israel of refusing repeated requests to turn over evidence that some of its staff members work for Hamas so it can investigate the allegations.
But Philippe Lazzarini, who heads the agency known as UNRWA, told a U.N. General Assembly committee Wednesday that Israel continues to use the allegations "to undermine the agency."
Calling UNRWA "a soft target" for the warring parties in Gaza, Lazzarini said Hamas also has repeatedly accused the agency and its senior management "of colluding with the Israeli occupation." And Hamas has for many years opposed UNRWA's education program and challenged its commitment to gender equality and neutrality, he said.
Lazzarini again urged all nations to prevent Israel from implementing legislation that prohibits the agency's operations in the Palestinian territories. The laws, adopted by Israel's parliament last month, take effect in 90 days.
Israel alleges that around a dozen of UNRWA's 13,000 staff in Gaza participated in the Oct. 7, 2023, Hamas attacks in southern Israel that sparked the war in Gaza. It recently provided the U.N. with over 100 names of UNRWA staff it claims have militant ties - but Lazzarini said he has received no response to repeated requests for evidence, including proposing how sensitive information could be shared.
Israel's U.N. Ambassador Danny Danon -- with the mother of a young Israeli kidnapped on Oct. 7, 2023, allegedly by an UNRWA employee who was a Hamas member, seated by his side -- responded to Lazzarini saying: "We have a video of this terrorist. You don't need more evidence than that."
"If you have any decency, resign in shame," Danon told the UNRWA chief, accusing the agency of trading "humanity for bloodshed."
At the meeting of the General Assembly's decolonization committee, speaker after speaker supported UNRWA, U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres' repeated statements that the agency is essential and irreplaceable, and Lazzarini's warning that implementation of the Israeli laws would be a catastrophe for millions of Palestinians.
US government worker charged with leaking classified documents on Israel's plans to strike Iran
WASHINGTON -- A man who worked for the U.S. government has been charged with leaking classified information assessing Israel's earlier plans to attack Iran, according to court papers filed Wednesday.
The man, identified as Asif William Rahman, was arrested by the FBI this week in Cambodia and was due to make his first court appearance in Guam. 
He was indicted last week in U.S. court in Virginia on two counts of willful transmission of national defense information -- felony charges that can can carry significant prison sentences.
It was not immediately clear whether Rahman had a lawyer or which federal agency employed him, but officials say he had top secret security clearance.
The charges stem from the documents, attributed to the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency and National Security Agency, appearing last month on a channel of the Telegram messaging app. The documents noted that Israel was still moving military assets in place to conduct a military strike in response to Iran's blistering ballistic missile attack on Oct. 1. 
Israel carried out a retaliatory attack on multiple sites in Iran in late October.
The documents were sharable within the "Five Eyes," which are the United States, Britain, Canada, New Zealand and Australia.
The New York Times was first to report his arrest.
Israel's military confirms it is building along UN-patrolled demilitarized zone in Syria
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates -- The Israeli military acknowledged Wednesday it was building along the Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights from Syria.
The acknowledgment comes after an Associated Press report on Monday published satellite images of the work. On Tuesday, United Nations peacekeepers there warned there had been "severe violations" by Israel of the cease-fire between it and Syria over the construction.
In a statement, the Israeli military told the AP on Wednesday it remains in "close contact with U.N. officials who are familiar with the threats in the region."
The Israeli military "is working to establish a security barrier on Israeli territory exclusively in order to thwart a possible terrorist invasion and protect the security of Israel's borders," it said in a statement. It did not elaborate.
Israel seized control of the Golan Heights from Syria in the 1967 Mideast war. Israel annexed the Golan Heights in 1981 -- a move criticized by a U.N. resolution declaring Israel's action as "null and void and without international legal effect."
In 2019, President Donald Trump unilaterally announced that the United States would "fully recognize" Israel's control of the territory, a decision that has been unchanged by the Biden administration. However, it's the only other country to do so, as the rest of the world views it as occupied Syrian territory.
Blinken says Israel should end the war in Gaza and allow displaced to return home
BRUSSELS -- U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken is urging Israel to allow displaced Palestinians and aid back into Gaza and says it should end the war against Hamas now that it's achieved its main security aims.
"The situation is so difficult and so dramatic that to fully redress it, to fully answer the needs of people, the best way to do that is to end the war," Blinken told reporters in Brussels on Wednesday.
He said that Israel has accomplished its goals of dismantling the military wing of Hamas and ensuring that an attack like the one the militant group launched on Oct. 7 last year cannot happen again.
"Israel, by the standards it set itself, has accomplished the strategic goals it set for itself," Blinken said. "So this should be a time to end the war."
He said that hundreds of aid trucks in Gaza are unable to distribute relief supplies due to looting and other crime. "It's imperative that that be addressed. Israel has responsibilities to do that. We're also working with Egypt," he said.
Blinken called for "real and extended pauses" in the fighting in much of Gaza "so that the assistance can effectively get to people who need it."
A new video shows an Israeli hostage in Gaza 
CAIRO -- The Palestinian Islamic Jihad militant group has released a new video showing an Israeli hostage who has been held in Gaza for over a year.
The video shows Sasha Troufanov, likely speaking under duress, describing the harsh conditions inside Gaza, warning against military operations to free him and calling on Israelis to protest for his release.
It was the first such video to be released in several weeks. It was not clear when it was filmed, but Troufanov appeared to refer to Israel's war against Hezbollah in Lebanon and its recent exchange of fire with Iran, which occurred in October.
Islamic Jihad took part in Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023, attack into Israel, in which militants killed some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and took another 250 people hostage. Some 100 hostages are still inside Gaza, about a third of whom are believed to be dead.
Islamic Jihad released two previous videos of Troufanov earlier this year. He turned 29 on Monday, marking his second birthday in captivity. His mother, grandmother and girlfriend were also taken captive, but they were released during a November 2023 cease-fire. His father was killed in the Oct. 7 attack.
The U.S., Egypt and Qatar have spent most of this year trying to broker a cease-fire and the release of the remaining hostages.
Hamas has said it will only release the remaining hostages in return for a lasting cease-fire, the full withdrawal of Israeli forces from Gaza and the release of Palestinian prisoners.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has vowed to retain Israeli control over parts of Gaza and to continue the war until "total victory" over Hamas and the return of the remaining captives.
At least 6 dead and 15 wounded in an Israeli strike south of Beirut
BEIRUT -- An Israeli airstrike on an apartment building in the town of Aramoun, just south of Beirut, killed at least six people and wounded 15 others Wednesday, Lebanon's Health Ministry said. 
The state-run National News Agency reported that there were children missing after the strike and it wasn't clear if they are under the rubble or were transferred to a hospital. 
There was no warning issued before the strike, and it was not clear what the target was. There was no immediate statement from the Israeli military.
Also Wednesday morning, the Israeli military struck several sites in Beirut's southern suburbs, an area known as Dahiyeh, after issuing evacuation warnings. It said the strikes were targeting "Hezbollah facilities and interests." There were no immediate reports of casualties.
Israeli forces and the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah have been clashing since Oct. 8, 2023, when Hezbollah began launching rockets across the border in support of its ally, Hamas, in Gaza. The conflict escalated beginning in mid-September. Israel has launched a widespread aerial bombardment of Lebanon and a ground invasion that it said is intended to push Hezbollah back from the border.
3 young siblings were killed in an Israeli strike in northern Gaza, Palestinian medics say
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip -- Palestinian medics say an Israeli strike on a home in northern Gaza killed three siblings aged 6 and under.
They were among at least six people killed in Israeli strikes on Tuesday in the war-ravaged territory, where Israel has been at war with Hamas for more than 13 months.
The Gaza Health Ministry's emergency service says the three children were killed in a strike on a home near a clinic in the urban Jabaliya refugee camp, where Israel has been waging an offensive for over a month.
In the central city of Deir al-Balah, a strike hit a tent in the western side of the city, killing at least two people, including a 15-year-old boy, Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital said. Another strike on a tent in the built-up Nuseirat refugee camp killed a man, the hospital said. An Associated Press journalist counted the three bodies at the hospital.
Israel says it only targets militants and tries to avoid harming civilians. It accuses Hamas militants of hiding among civilians in homes and shelters.
The military rarely comments on individual strikes, which often kill women and children.
The war began when Hamas-led militants stormed into Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and taking another 250 people hostage. Around 100 captives are still inside Gaza, a third of whom are believed to be dead.
Israel's retaliatory offensive has killed over 43,000 Palestinians, according to local health authorities. They do not distinguish between militants and civilians in their count but say women and children make up more than half of those killed.
US forces conduct strikes in Syria against Iranian-aligned militia groups
WASHINGTON -- U.S. forces conducted strikes in Syria against Iranian-aligned militia groups for a second day in a row Tuesday in response to further attacks on U.S. personnel, U.S. Central Command said late Tuesday.
In the latest retaliatory strikes, U.S. forces hit a weapons storage and logistics facility after militia groups launched a rocket attack on U.S. personnel at Patrol Base Shaddadi in eastern Syria.

Earlier Tuesday, Pentagon press secretary Maj. Gen. Pat Ryder said that over the weekend the militias had also targeted U.S. personnel with a drone attack and indirect fire at another base, Green Village, where U.S. troops are operating -- which prompted the U.S. to strike nine militia targets on Monday in self-defense.
There are about 900 U.S. troops deployed in Syria. No U.S. troops were wounded in either attack.
___
For more Middle East news: https://apnews.com/hub/middle-east
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            Settlers in the West Bank are hoping Trump's return to the White House is a cause for celebration - during his first term, but his administration took unprecedented steps to support Israel's territorial claims. This time around, as Israel is embroiled in a multifront war, settlement advocates believe Trump's history of fervent support could translate into their supreme goal: Israeli annexation of the West Bank -- a move that critics say would smother any remaining hopes for Palestinian statehood. (AP video shot by Alon Bernstein)
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            Palestinian laborers work at the site of a new housing project in the Jewish West Bank Jewish Settlement of Beit El, Monday, Nov. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            A general view of the West Bank Jewish settlement of Efrat ,Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            FILE - Gov. Mike Huckabee, R-Ark., takes questions from the media, prior to laying a brick at a new housing complex in the West Bank settlement of Efrat, Aug. 1, 2018. President-elect Donald Trump will nominate former Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee as ambassador to Israel. Trump said Tuesday that Huckabee is a staunch defender of Israel and his intended nomination comes as Trump has promised to align U.S. foreign policy more closely with Israel's interests as it wages wars against Hamas in Gaza and Hezbollah in Lebanon.(AP Photo/Oded Balilty, File)
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            A general view of the West Bank Jewish settlement of Efrat ,Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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                                        BEIT EL, West Bank (AP) -- As Donald Trump's victory became apparent in last week's U.S. elections, Jewish West Bank settlement advocates popped bottles of champagne and danced to the Bee Gees at a winery in the heart of the occupied territory, according to a post on Instagram. The winery said it was rolling out a special edition red named for the president-elect.
Settlement supporters believe they have plenty of reasons to celebrate. Not only did the expansion of housing for Jews in the West Bank soar past previous records during Trump's first term, but his administration took unprecedented steps to support Israel's territorial claims, including recognizing Jerusalem as its capital and moving the U.S. Embassy there, and recognizing Israel's annexation of the Golan Heights. 
This time around, as Israel is embroiled in a multifront war, settlement advocates believe Trump's history of fervent support could translate into their supreme goal: Israeli annexation of the West Bank -- a move that critics say would smother any remaining hopes for Palestinian statehood. Some are even gunning for resettling Gaza under a Trump administration.

    


"God willing, the year 2025 will be the year of sovereignty in Judea and Samaria," Israeli Finance Minister and settlement firebrand Bezalel Smotrich said Monday, referring to the West Bank by its biblical name, in comments that sparked international uproar. He said he would make sure the government lobbies the Trump administration on the idea.




Israel captured the West Bank, along with east Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip in the 1967 Mideast war. The Palestinians want those territories for their hoped-for future state. Israel annexed east Jerusalem in a move most of the international community does not recognize and in 2005 it withdrew its settlers and troops from the Gaza Strip, where it has been fighting a war against Hamas.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Settlement expansion in the West Bank has ballooned during Israel's open-ended occupation, with more than half a million Israelis living in about 130 settlements and dozens of unauthorized outposts. The Western-backed Palestinian Authority administers semiautonomous parts of the West Bank that are home to most of the Palestinian population.

    


During his first term as president, Trump abandoned decades-long U.S. opposition to the settlements. He proposed a Mideast plan that would have allowed Israel to keep them all. His ambassador to Israel was a staunch settlement advocate and opponent of Palestinian statehood.
But Trump also took steps that are keeping some settler proponents cautious. His Mideast plan did leave room for a Palestinian state, even if critics say it was an unrealistic vision for one. And the Trump-brokered normalization agreements between Israel and Arab countries held the country back from annexing the West Bank.
While he has not explicitly stated his policy for his second term, his initial administration picks, including ambassadors to Israel and the U.N., are deeply pro-Israel, indicating he likely will not stand in the way of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's far-right government advancing settlement building.

    


"There has never been an American president that has been more helpful in securing an understanding of the sovereignty of Israel," Mike Huckabee, Trump's nominee for ambassador to Israel, told Israel Army Radio, when asked about the possibility of West Bank annexation. "I fully expect that to continue."
A spokesperson for Netanyahu declined to say whether the Israeli leader would pursue annexation during Trump's presidency. But Netanyahu has named an American-born, hard-line settlement activist, Yechiel Leiter, to serve as ambassador to Washington.
Rights groups already claim Israel is enforcing an apartheid system in the West Bank, and annexation would open Israel up to similar charges if it doesn't grant Palestinians there equal rights. Israel opposes giving West Bank Palestinians citizenship, saying it would destroy Israel's Jewish character.
Regardless of whether annexation comes, settler advocates envision unbridled expansion under Trump and under an Israeli government where settler leaders and supporters hold key positions. They see a presidential term where they will be able to more deeply entrench their presence in the West Bank with a proliferation of housing, roads and industrial zones.

    


"I'm sure that with President Trump it will be much easier because he supports the state of Israel," said Israel Ganz, the chairman of the Yesha Council, a settler lobbying group.
Israeli settlement expansion has carried on to varying degrees under multiple American administrations. During Trump's term, Israel advanced nearly 33,000 housing units, according to Peace Now, an antisettlement watchdog group, almost three times as much as during President Barack Obama's second term. 

    


The numbers fell significantly during the first two years of the Biden administration, but shot up again in 2023, shortly after Israel's current far-right, prosettlement government was formed, and have surged throughout the war.
The Biden administration has slapped sanctions on Jewish settlers suspected of fomenting violence against Palestinians, an approach that is likely to end under Trump.
In the West Bank, billboards advertise new settlement housing, beckoning passersby to make their home there. In Beit El, next to the Palestinian administrative center of Ramallah, a new neighborhood boasts not the red-roofed, single-family homes that became icons of the settler movement, but rather six towering multistory apartment buildings that can house hundreds, and look like any Israeli suburb.
Palestinians view the settlements as a violation of international law and an obstacle to peace, a position with wide international support. Israel considers the West Bank to be the historical and biblical heartland of the Jewish people and says any partition should be agreed on in negotiations. Peace talks have been moribund for more than a decade, and support for a Palestinian state among Israelis fell after Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023, attacks that sparked the war.
Wasel Abu Yusuf, a Palestinian official, said Trump hadn't yet made his positions clear and it was unknown if he would support Israeli annexation. 
Dror Etkes, an antisettlement researcher and activist, said that during the first Trump administration, West Bank outpost farms, which have forced entire Palestinian communities off huge swaths of land, saw a "meteoric rise," as did infrastructure projects that allow settlements to expand, like roads and water systems.
Over the next four years, "we can assume that we will see more significant steps of de facto annexation or maybe even official annexation," Etkes said.
Some settler advocates, like Daniella Weiss, believe Trump will not pressure Netanyahu to withdraw troops swiftly from Gaza, creating an opening for resettlement. That notion would be a nonstarter with other American administrations, and much of the international community would oppose it.
A similar strategy in the early years of Israel's West Bank occupation led to the proliferation of settlements there. Two of Netanyahu's key governing partners also support resettling Gaza, although the Israeli leader has said it is not "realistic."

Yair Sheleg, a research fellow at Jerusalem's Shalom Hartman Institute who studies the settler movement, said Trump was "fickle" and that in his expected push to normalize ties between Israel and Saudi Arabia, he could end up being less favorable to the settlement enterprise than many hope.
But nonetheless, he said, the overarching feeling among settler advocates is that "Trump understands ... the needs of the settlement enterprise." 
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            President-elect Donald Trump has stunned the Pentagon and the broader defense world by nominating Fox News host Pete Hegseth to be defense secretary.
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            Susie Wiles watches as Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally in Lititz, Pa., Sunday, Nov. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            FILE - U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement acting director Thomas Homan speaks during an interview in East Point, Ga., April 26, 2018. President-elect Donald Trump says that Tom Homan, his former acting U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement director, will serve as "border czar" in his incoming administration. (AP Photo/John Bazemore, File)
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            FILE - Republican Conference Chair Rep. Elise Stefanik, R-N.Y., waves to supporters at CPAC in Oxon Hill, Md., Feb. 23, 2024. President-elect Donald Trump has chosen Rep. Elise Stefanik to serve as his ambassador to the United Nations. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)
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            Stephen Miller speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            FILE - Former Rep. Lee Zeldin, R-N.Y., speaks at a rally in Concord, N.H., Jan. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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            FILE - Rep. Michael Waltz, R-Fla., speaks outside the hush money criminal case of former president Donald Trump in New York, May 16, 2024. President-elect Donald Trump's choice for defense secretary is still up in the air, but it's a sure bet he will look to pick a loyalist following his tumultuous first term. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)
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            Steve Witkoff speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            FILE - Former Director of National Intelligence John Ratcliffe, testifies before a hearing April 18, 2023, on Capitol Hill in Washington. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta, File)
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            FILE - Pete Hegseth walks to an elevator for a meeting with President-elect Donald Trump at Trump Tower in New York, Dec. 15, 2016. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            FILE - South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign town hall, Oct. 14, 2024, in Oaks, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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            FILE - Tulsi Gabbard speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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            Susie Wiles watches as Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally in Lititz, Pa., Sunday, Nov. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            FILE - U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement acting director Thomas Homan speaks during an interview in East Point, Ga., April 26, 2018. President-elect Donald Trump says that Tom Homan, his former acting U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement director, will serve as "border czar" in his incoming administration. (AP Photo/John Bazemore, File)
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            FILE - Republican Conference Chair Rep. Elise Stefanik, R-N.Y., waves to supporters at CPAC in Oxon Hill, Md., Feb. 23, 2024. President-elect Donald Trump has chosen Rep. Elise Stefanik to serve as his ambassador to the United Nations. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)
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            Stephen Miller speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            FILE - Former Rep. Lee Zeldin, R-N.Y., speaks at a rally in Concord, N.H., Jan. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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            FILE - Rep. Michael Waltz, R-Fla., speaks outside the hush money criminal case of former president Donald Trump in New York, May 16, 2024. President-elect Donald Trump's choice for defense secretary is still up in the air, but it's a sure bet he will look to pick a loyalist following his tumultuous first term. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)
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            Steve Witkoff speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            FILE - Former Director of National Intelligence John Ratcliffe, testifies before a hearing April 18, 2023, on Capitol Hill in Washington. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta, File)
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            FILE - Pete Hegseth walks to an elevator for a meeting with President-elect Donald Trump at Trump Tower in New York, Dec. 15, 2016. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            FILE - South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign town hall, Oct. 14, 2024, in Oaks, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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            FILE - Tulsi Gabbard speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 13

                                    
                                    FILE - Tulsi Gabbard speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            THOMAS BEAUMONT

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
    
    Follow live updates as President-elect Donald Trump returns to Washington to meet with President Joe Biden and GOP lawmakers.


    



President-elect Donald Trump is starting to fill key posts in his second administration, putting an emphasis so far on aides and allies who were his strongest backers during the 2024 campaign. 

Here's a look at whom he has selected so far.
Marco Rubio, secretary of state

Trump named Florida Sen. Marco Rubio to be secretary of state, making a former sharp critic his choice to be the new administration's top diplomat. 

Rubio, 53, is a noted hawk on China, Cuba and Iran, and was a finalist to be Trump's running mate on the Republican ticket last summer. Rubio is the vice chairman of the Senate Intelligence Committee and a member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 

"He will be a strong Advocate for our Nation, a true friend to our Allies, and a fearless Warrior who will never back down to our adversaries," Trump said of Rubio in a statement. 

The announcement punctuates the hard pivot Rubio has made with Trump, whom the senator called a "con man" during his unsuccessful campaign for the 2016 GOP presidential nomination. 

    



Their relationship improved dramatically while Trump was in the White House. And as Trump campaigned for the presidency a third time, Rubio cheered his proposals. For instance, Rubio, who more than a decade ago helped craft immigration legislation that included a path to citizenship for people in the U.S. illegally, now supports Trump's plan to use the U.S. military for mass deportations.
Matt Gaetz, attorney general



Trump said Wednesday he will nominate Florida Rep. Matt Gaetz to serve as his attorney general, naming a loyalist in the role of the nation's top prosecutor. 

In selecting Gaetz, 42, Trump passed over some of the more established lawyers whose names had been mentioned as being contenders for the job. 

"Matt will end Weaponized Government, protect our Borders, dismantle Criminal Organizations and Restore Americans' badly-shattered Faith and Confidence in the Justice Department," Trump said in a statement. 

Gaetz resigned from Congress Wednesday night. The House Ethics Committee has been investigating an allegation that Gaetz paid for sex with a 17-year-old, though that probe effectively ended when he resigned. Gaetz has denied any wrongdoing. 
Tulsi Gabbard, director of national intelligence

Former Hawaii Rep. Tulsi Gabbard has been tapped by Trump to be director of national intelligence, keeping with the trend to stock his Cabinet with loyal personalities rather than veteran professionals in their requisite fields.

Gabbard, 43, was a Democratic House member who unsuccessfully sought the party's 2020 presidential nomination before leaving the party in 2022. She endorsed Trump in August and campaigned often with him this fall. 

"I know Tulsi will bring the fearless spirit that has defined her illustrious career to our Intelligence Community," Trump said in a statement. 

Gabbard, who has served in the Army National Guard for more than two decades, deploying to Iraq and Kuwait, would come to the role as somewhat of an outsider compared to her predecessor. The current director, Avril Haines, was confirmed by the Senate in 2021 following several years in a number of top national security and intelligence positions.
Dan Scavino, deputy chief of staff



Scavino, whom Trump's transition referred to in a statement as one of "Trump's longest serving and most trusted aides," was a senior adviser to Trump's 2024 campaign, as well as his 2016 and 2020 campaigns. He will be deputy chief of staff and assistant to the president.

Scavino had run Trump's social media profile in the White House during his first administration. He was also held in contempt of Congress in 2022 after a month-long refusal to comply with a subpoena from the House committee's investigation into the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol. 


James Blair, deputy chief of staff

Blair was political director for Trump's 2024 campaign and for the Republican National Committee. He will be deputy chief of staff for legislative, political and public affairs and assistant to the president.

Blair was key to Trump's economic messaging during his winning White House comeback campaign this year, a driving force behind the candidate's "Trump can fix it" slogan and his query to audiences this fall if they were better off than four years ago. 

    




Taylor Budowich, deputy chief of staff



Budowich is a veteran Trump campaign aide who launched and directed Make America Great Again, Inc., a super PAC that supported Trump's 2024 campaign. He will be deputy chief of staff for communications and personnel and assistant to the president.

Budowich also had served as a spokesman for Trump after his presidency.
Pete Hegseth, secretary of defense



Hegseth, 44, is a co-host of Fox News Channel's "Fox & Friends Weekend" and has been a contributor with the network since 2014, where he developed a friendship with Trump, who made regular appearances on the show.

Hegseth lacks senior military and national security experience. If confirmed by the Senate, he would inherit the top job during a series of global crises -- ranging from Russia's war in Ukraine and the ongoing attacks in the Middle East by Iranian proxies to the push for a cease-fire between Israel, Hamas and Hezbollah and escalating worries about the growing alliance between Russia and North Korea.

Hegseth is also the author of "The War on Warriors: Behind the Betrayal of the Men Who Keep Us Free," published earlier this year.


Kristi Noem, secretary of homeland security



Noem is a well-known conservative who faced sharp criticism for telling a story in her memoir about shooting a rambunctious dog. She is set to lead an agency crucial to the president-elect's hardline immigration agenda.

Noem used her two terms leading a tiny state to vault to a prominent position in Republican politics.

South Dakota is usually a political afterthought. But during the COVID-19 pandemic, Noem did not order restrictions that other states had issued and instead declared her state "open for business." Trump held a fireworks rally at Mount Rushmore in July 2020 in one of the first large gatherings of the pandemic.

She would lead a department with a sprawling mission. In addition to key immigration agencies, the Department of Homeland Security oversees natural disaster response, the U.S. Secret Service and Transportation Security Administration agents who work at airports. 
William McGinley, White House counsel



McGinley was White House Cabinet secretary during Trump's first administration, and was outside legal counsel for the Republican National Committee's election integrity effort during the 2024 campaign. 

In a statement, Trump called McGinley "a smart and tenacious lawyer who will help me advance our America First agenda, while fighting for election integrity and against the weaponization of law enforcement."
John Ratcliffe, CIA director



Ratcliffe was director of national intelligence during the final year and a half of Trump's first term, leading the U.S. government's spy agencies during the coronavirus pandemic. 

"I look forward to John being the first person ever to serve in both of our Nation's highest Intelligence positions," Trump said in a statement, calling him a "fearless fighter for the Constitutional Rights of all Americans" who would ensure "the Highest Levels of National Security, and PEACE THROUGH STRENGTH."


Steven Witkoff, special envoy to the Middle East



The 67-year-old Witkoff is the president-elect's golf partner and was golfing with him at Trump's club in West Palm Beach, Florida, on Sept. 15, when the former president was the target of a second attempted assassination.

Witkoff "is a Highly Respected Leader in Business and Philanthropy," Trump said of Witkoff in a statement. "Steve will be an unrelenting Voice for PEACE, and make us all proud." 

Trump also named Witkoff co-chair, with former Georgia Sen. Kelly Loeffler, of his inaugural committee. 
Mike Huckabee, ambassador to Israel



Huckabee is a staunch defender of Israel and his intended nomination comes as Trump has promised to align U.S. foreign policy more closely with Israel's interests as it wages wars against the Iran-backed Hamas and Hezbollah. 

"He loves Israel, and likewise the people of Israel love him," Trump said in a statement. "Mike will work tirelessly to bring about peace in the Middle East." 

Huckabee, who ran unsuccessfully for the Republican nomination in 2008 and 2016, has been a popular figure among evangelical Christian conservatives, many of whom support Israel due to Old Testament writings that Jews are God's chosen people and that Israel is their rightful homeland. 

Trump has been praised by some in this important Republican voting bloc for moving the U.S. embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. 

Huckabee has rejected a Palestinian homeland in territory occupied by Israel, calling for a so-called "one-state solution."
Mike Waltz, national security adviser



Waltz is a three-term GOP congressman from east-central Florida. He served multiple tours in Afghanistan and also worked in the Pentagon as a policy adviser when Donald Rumsfeld and Robert Gates were defense chiefs.

He is considered hawkish on China, and called for a U.S. boycott of the 2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing due to its involvement in the origin of COVID-19 and its mistreatment of the minority Muslim Uighur population.
Susie Wiles, chief of staff



Wiles, 67, was a senior adviser to Trump's 2024 presidential campaign and its de facto manager. 

Wiles has a background in Florida politics. She helped Ron DeSantis win his first race for Florida governor. Six years later, she was key to Trump's defeat of him in the 2024 Republican primary.

Wiles' hire was Trump's first major decision as president-elect and one that could be a defining test of his incoming administration considering her close relationship with the president-elect. Wiles is said to have earned Trump's trust in part by guiding what was the most disciplined of Trump's three presidential campaigns. 

Wiles was able to help keep Trump on track as few others have, not by criticizing his impulses, but by winning his respect by demonstrating his success after taking her advice. 
Tom Homan, 'border czar'



Homan, 62, has been tasked with Trump's top priority of carrying out the largest deportation operation in the nation's history. 

Homan, who served under Trump in his first administration leading U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, was widely expected to be offered a position related to the border, an issue Trump made central to his campaign.

Though Homan has insisted such a massive undertaking would be humane, he has long been a loyal supporter of Trump's policy proposals, suggesting at a July conference in Washington that he would be willing to "run the biggest deportation operation this country's ever seen."

Democrats have criticized Homan for defending Trump's "zero tolerance" policy on border crossings during his first administration, which led to the separation of thousands of parents and children seeking asylum at the border. 
Elise Stefanik, United Nations ambassador



Stefanik is a representative from New York and one of Trump's staunchest defenders going back to his first impeachment. 

Elected to the House in 2014, Stefanik was selected by her GOP House colleagues as House Republican Conference chair in 2021, when former Wyoming Rep. Liz Cheney was removed from the post after publicly criticizing Trump for falsely claiming he won the 2020 election. Stefanik, 40, has served in that role ever since as the third-ranking member of House leadership. 

Stefanik's questioning of university presidents over antisemitism on their campuses helped lead to two of those presidents resigning, further raising her national profile. 

If confirmed, she would represent American interests at the U.N. as Trump vows to end the war waged by Russia against Ukraine that began in 2022. 
Stephen Miller, deputy chief of staff for policy



Miller, an immigration hardliner, was a vocal spokesperson during the presidential campaign for Trump's priority of mass deportations. The 39-year-old was a senior adviser during Trump's first administration. 

Miller has been a central figure in some of Trump's policy decisions, notably his move to separate thousands of immigrant families. 

Trump argued throughout the campaign that the nation's economic, national security and social priorities could be met by deporting people who are in the United States illegally. Since Trump left office in 2021, Miller has served as the president of America First Legal, an organization made up of former Trump advisers aimed at challenging the Biden administration, media companies, universities and others over issues such as free speech and national security. 
Lee Zeldin, Environmental Protection Agency 



Zeldin does not appear to have any experience in environmental issues, but is a longtime supporter of the former president. The 44-year-old former U.S. House member from New York wrote on X, "We will restore US energy dominance, revitalize our auto industry to bring back American jobs, and make the US the global leader of AI." 

"We will do so while protecting access to clean air and water," he added. 

During his campaign, Trump often attacked the Biden administration's promotion of electric vehicles, and incorrectly referred to a tax credit for EV purchases as a government mandate. Trump also often told his audiences during the campaign that his administration would "drill, baby, drill," referring to his support for expanded petroleum exploration. 

In a statement, Trump said Zeldin "will ensure fair and swift deregulatory decisions that will be enacted in a way to unleash the power of American businesses, while at the same time maintaining the highest environmental standards, including the cleanest air and water on the planet."

___


Associated Press writers Farnoush Amiri, Lolita C. Baldor, Jill Colvin, Matthew Daly, Edith M. Lederer, Adriana Gomez Licon, Lisa Mascaro, Zeke Miller, Michelle L. Price and Will Weissert contributed to this report. 
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            People walk through the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Marshall Islands President Hilda Heine attends a session with the Marshall Islands High Ambition Coalition at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Czech Republic Prime Minister Petr Fiala speaks during a plenary session at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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            Italy Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni speaks during a plenary session at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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            Eamon Ryan, Ireland climate minister, speaks at a session with the Marshall Islands High Ambition Coalition at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Ilham Aliyev, Azerbaijan president, speaks at a summit of the leaders of Small Islands Developing States at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            John Podesta, U.S. climate envoy, speaks during a plenary session at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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            Jennifer Morgan, Germany climate envoy, attends a session with the Marshall Islands High Ambition Coalition at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            People walk outside the Baku Olympic Stadium, the venue for the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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            Marshall Islands President Hilda Heine attends a session with the Marshall Islands High Ambition Coalition at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Czech Republic Prime Minister Petr Fiala speaks during a plenary session at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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            Italy Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni speaks during a plenary session at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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            Eamon Ryan, Ireland climate minister, speaks at a session with the Marshall Islands High Ambition Coalition at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Ilham Aliyev, Azerbaijan president, speaks at a summit of the leaders of Small Islands Developing States at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            John Podesta, U.S. climate envoy, speaks during a plenary session at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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            Jennifer Morgan, Germany climate envoy, attends a session with the Marshall Islands High Ambition Coalition at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            People walk outside the Baku Olympic Stadium, the venue for the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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                                        BAKU, Azerbaijan (AP) -- More than two dozen world leaders delivered remarks at the United Nations' annual climate conference Wednesday, with many hard-hit nations detailing their nations' firsthand experience with the catastrophic weather that has come with climate change.
Leader after leader recounted climate disasters, with each one seeming to top the other. Grenada's prime minister Dickon Mitchell detailed a 15-month drought at the beginning of the year giving way to a Category 5 Hurricane Beryl.
"At this very moment, as I stand here yet again, my island has been devastated by flash flooding, landslides and the deluge of excessive rainfall, all in the space of a matter of a couple hours," Mitchell said. "It may be small island developing states today. It will be Spain tomorrow. It will be Florida the day after. It's one planet."




Small island nations call for stronger climate action
Grenada's premier wasn't the only small island nation leader who came with fighting words. 
Prime minister Philip Edward Davis warned that "it will be our children and grandchildren who bear the burden, their dreams reduced to memories of what could have been."
"We do not -- cannot -- accept that our survival is merely an option," Davis said.
Gaston Browne, the prime minister of Antigua and Barbuda, highlighted the "inverted morality" of big emitters who aren't taking responsibility for their impacts on countries who have the most to lose. He said high-polluting nations are "deliberately burning the planet."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Past promises of financial aid went unfulfilled for too long, so small island nations will have to seek justice and compensation in international courts, Browne said.
Marshall Islands president Hilda Heine called the climate crisis "the most pressing security threat" her country faces, but said she thinks the Paris Agreement process -- where countries agreed to limit warming to 1.5 degrees (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) since pre-industrial times -- is resilient. 

    


Azerbaijan president Ilham Aliyev took the opportunity to align his country with the predicament of small island developing states in a speech where he called out developed countries, in particular France and the Netherlands, for their colonial histories. 
He described the harms of colonialism that continue today. Biodiversity loss, rising seas and extreme weather hit communities that are often "ruthlessly suppressed," he said.
The United States also tried to show sympathy to hard-hit places.
"Do we secure prosperity for our countries or do we condemn our most vulnerable to unimaginable climate disasters?" United States chief climate envoy John Podesta said. "Vulnerable communities do not just need ambition. They need action."

    


European leaders recount a year of extreme weather
European nations also warned of climate catastrophe on their continent. 
"Over the past year, catastrophic floods in Spain, Bosnia and Herzegovina as well as in southern Croatia have shown the devastating impact of rising temperatures," said Croatia's prime minister, Andrej Plenkovic. "The Mediterranean, one of the most vulnerable regions, calls for urgent action."
Albania Prime Minister Edi Rama said he was dismayed by the lack of political action and political will and leaders of many nations not showing up at climate talks as extreme weather strikes harder and more frequently. Frustrated with other leaders mere talk, Rama decried that "life goes on with old habits" and all these speeches filled with good intent change nothing.
"What is happening in Europe and around the world today doesn't leave much room for optimism, though optimism is the only way of survival," Rama said.
Greek prime minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis said Europe and the world needs to be "more honest" about the trade-offs needed to keep global temperatures down.
"We need to ask hard questions about a path that goes very fast, at the expense of our competitiveness, and a path that goes some much slower, but allows our industry to adapt and to thrive," he said. His nation this summer was hammered by successive heat waves after three years of below-average rainfall. The misery included water shortages, dried-up lakes and the death of wild horses. 
Ireland environment minister Eamon Ryan channeled some hope, saying that the 2015 Paris climate treaty "still lives" and that countries who drop out will realize they are falling behind as other countries move forward and see benefits to their economies.

    


Negotiators labor on for elusive deal on money
Negotiators at the summit are looking to hammer out a deal on how much money, and in what form, developed countries will pledge for adapting to climate change and transitioning to clean energy for developing nations.
On Wednesday morning, an early draft of what that final deal will look like was released, but it still contained multiple options that negotiators will wrestle over to reach a consensus by the end of the climate talks.
David Waskow, director of international climate action at the World Resources Institute said the latest 34-page draft reflects "all of the options on the table."

    


"Negotiators now need to work to boil it down to some key decisions" that can be worked on at the second half of the summit.
The latest draft "does incorporate some new demands" including an ask for one of the largest negotiating blocs -- the G77 plus China -- for $1.3 trillion in climate finance, said Avantika Goswami, a climate policy analyst with the New Delhi-based Centre for Science and Environment.
"Developing countries have been clear that a provisional goal must be carved out to hold developed country governments to account," she said.
In a veiled reference to China, Germany's climate envoy Jennifer Morgan said all climate-polluting countries should make contributions to climate funds, one of the most contentious issues being debated at the climate talks in Baku this year. 
"There are countries that have been successful and prosperous over the last years since 1992, and they also can make a great contribution to getting funds into developing countries," she said.
Argentina departs talks
Argentina withdrew from the climate talks on Wednesday on the orders of its president, climate skeptic Javier Milei, as first reported by Climatica. The Argentine government did not respond to requests from The Associated Press for comment.
Climate activists called the decision regrettable.
"It is largely symbolic and all it does is remove the country from critical conversations going on climate finance," said Anabella Rosemberg, an Argentina native who works as a senior adviser at Climate Action Network International. "It's difficult to understand how a climate-vulnerable country like Argentina would cut itself from critical support being negotiated here at COP29."
___
Associated Press writers Dorany Pineda in Los Angeles contributed.
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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Bluesky has added 1 million users since the US election as people seek alternatives to X
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                    FILE - The app for Bluesky is shown on a mobile phone, left, and on a laptop screen on June 2, 2023, in New York. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Social media site Bluesky has gained 1 million new users in the week since the U.S. election, as some X users look for an alternative platform to post their thoughts and engage with others online.
Bluesky said Wednesday that its total users surged to 15 million, up from roughly 13 million at the end of October.
Championed by former Twitter CEO Jack Dorsey, Bluesky was an invitation-only space until it opened to the public in February. That invite-only period gave the site time to build out moderation tools and other features. The platform resembles Elon Musk's X, with a "discover" feed as well a chronological feed for accounts that users follow. Users can send direct messages and pin posts, as well as find "starter packs" that provide a curated list of people and custom feeds to follow. 
The post-election uptick in users isn't the first time that Bluesky has benefitted from people leaving X. Bluesky gained 2.6 million users in the week after X was banned in Brazil in August -- 85% of them from Brazil, the company said. About 500,000 new users signed up in the span of one day last month, when X signaled that blocked accounts would be able to see a user's public posts.

    


Despite Bluesky's growth, X posted last week that it had "dominated the global conversation on the U.S. election" and had set new records. The platform saw a 15.5% jump in new-user signups on Election Day, X said, with a record 942 million posts worldwide. Representatives for Bluesky and for X did not respond to requests for comment.




Bluesky has referenced its competitive relationship to X through tongue-in-cheeks comments, including an Election Day post on X referencing Musk watching voting results come in with President-elect Donald Trump. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"I can guarantee that no Bluesky team members will be sitting with a presidential candidate tonight and giving them direct access to control what you see online," Bluesky said.

    


Across the platform, new users -- among them journalists, left-leaning politicians and celebrities -- have posted memes and shared that they were looking forward to using a space free from advertisements and hate speech. Some said it reminded them of the early days of X, when it was still Twitter.
On Wednesday, The Guardian said it would no longer post on X, citing "far right conspiracy theories and racism" on the site as a reason. At the same time, television journalist Don Lemon posted on X that he is leaving the platform but will continue to use other social media, including Bluesky. 
Lemon said he felt X was no longer a place for "honest debate and discussion." He noted changes to the site's terms of service set to go into effect Friday that state lawsuits against X must be filed in the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Texas rather than the Western District of Texas. Musk said in July that he was moving X's headquarters to Texas from San Francisco.
"As the Washington Post recently reported on X's decision to change the terms, this 'ensures that such lawsuits will be heard in courthouses that are a hub for conservatives, which experts say could make it easier for X to shield itself from litigation and punish critics,'" Lemon wrote. "I think that speaks for itself."

Last year, advertisers such as IBM, NBCUniversal and its parent company Comcast fled X over concerns about their ads showing up next to pro-Nazi content and hate speech on the site in general, with Musk inflaming tensions with his own posts endorsing an antisemitic conspiracy theory.
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Elon Musk says he and Trump have 'mandate to delete' regulations. Ethics laws could limit Musk role
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            President-elect Donald Trump on Tuesday said Elon Musk and former GOP presidential candidate Vivek Ramaswamy will lead a new "Department of Government Efficiency" -- which is not, despite the name, a government agency. (Produced by Luke Garratt)
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            FILE - Tesla and SpaceX CEO Elon Musk, left, and Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump attend a campaign event at the Butler Farm Show on Oct. 5, 2024, in Butler, Pa. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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            FILE - President Ronald Reagan displays reports given to him by J. Peter Grace, right, of the Private Sector Survey on Waste and Cost Control in Government, at the White House in Washington, Jan 16, 1984. (AP Photo/Ira Schwarz, File)
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            FILE - A Tesla Cybertruck passes as the sun sets behind SpaceX's mega rocket Starship, Oct. 12, 2024, in Boca Chica, Texas. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)
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                                        In picking billionaire Elon Musk to be "our cost cutter" for the U.S. government, President-elect Donald Trump won't be the first American president to empower a business tycoon to look for ways to dramatically cut federal regulations. 
President Ronald Reagan tapped J. Peter Grace to lead a bureaucratic cost-cutting commission in 1982. Still, the chemical business magnate had fewer conflicts of interest than the world's richest man does today.
Musk's SpaceX holds billions of dollars in NASA contracts. He's CEO of Tesla, an electric car business that benefits from government tax incentives and is subject to auto safety rules. His social media platform X, artificial intelligence startup xAI, brain implant maker Neuralink and tunnel-building Boring company all intersect with the federal government in various ways.
"There's direct conflicts between his businesses and government's interest," said Ann Skeet, director of leadership ethics at Santa Clara University's Markkula Center. "He's now in a position to try and curry favor for those enterprises." 

    


Musk is also more influential, having pumped an estimated $200 million through his political action committee to help elect Trump, made himself a fixture at Mar-a-Lago since the presidential election and is on regular speaking terms with like-minded political world leaders, from Argentina's President Javier Milei to Italy's Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni.




Trump has said Musk and former GOP presidential candidate Vivek Ramaswamy will lead a new "Department of Government Efficiency," or DOGE, -- a joke name that references the cryptocurrency Dogecoin and appeals to Musk's sense of humor. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"We finally have a mandate to delete the mountain of choking regulations that do not serve the greater good," Musk said Wednesday on X.
Trump has said that Musk and Ramaswamy will work from outside the government to offer the White House "advice and guidance" and will partner with the Office of Management and Budget to drive structural reform -- some of which could only be done through Congress. 

    


"If it's a commission, it's outside the government" and Musk could not have a White House office or official government title, said Richard Painter, a White House ethics lawyer during the George W. Bush administration. "Then, the president takes the advice or doesn't."
If it were a true government agency, however, Musk would run afoul of federal conflict of interest laws unless he divested from his businesses or recused from government matters involving them, Painter said.
Trump could grant a rare waiver exempting Musk from those laws, a move that has been politically unpopular in the past, Painter said.
Tesla, SpaceX and X didn't immediately respond to requests for comment Wednesday about whether Musk would recuse himself. The Trump transition team also didn't immediately respond to a request for comment. 
However it is structured, Musk's ideas are expected to have an influence. 

    


Regulating auto safety
Tesla, the electric vehicle company that made Musk the world's wealthiest person, has had repeated skirmishes with the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, which regulates vehicle safety. So any cuts to NHTSA funding or staffing could help Tesla.
The agency has forced Tesla to do recalls it didn't want, and it has opened investigations of Tesla vehicles, some of which raised questions about Musk's claims that Tesla is close to deploying autonomous vehicles without human drivers. The agency also is working on regulations that cover vehicle automation.
Auto safety advocates are worried that a Department of Government Efficiency co-chaired by Musk could propose draconian cuts at NHTSA.
"That could be incredibly problematic because that would impact every rule-making from all of the agencies that currently oversee companies that Musk owns," said Michael Brooks, executive director of the nonprofit Center for Auto Safety, a watchdog group.
If implemented, Musk's plan for efficiency at NHTSA could mirror what he did when he took over Twitter -- draconian staff cuts, said Missy Cummings, director of the autonomy and robotics center at George Mason University and a former safety adviser to NHTSA.

    


While Cummings concedes there is room for much of the federal government to become more efficient, she said that NHTSA is already understaffed and she predicted that Musk would try to slow or stop NHTSA investigations or handicap the agency so it would have trouble enforcing regulations. 
"It would just leave it as a shell of the agency that it was," she said. "Their whole job would be to put out commercials reminding people to just wear their seat belts."

    


Space exploration
Launching test flights out of South Texas, SpaceX's mega rocket Starship is how NASA intends to land astronauts on the moon for the first time in more than a half-century. NASA has awarded more than $4 billion to SpaceX for the first two human moon landings coming up later this decade under the Artemis program. Musk has been at odds with the Federal Aviation Administration for slowing Starship over what he contends is excessive bureaucracy.
SpaceX also has racked up multiple contracts with NASA over the past decade for launching supplies and astronauts to the International Space Station. The contracts for crew flights alone from 2020 through 2030 total $5 billion.
More recently, in June, NASA awarded an $843 million contract to SpaceX to provide the vehicle for deorbiting the International Space Station at the end of its lifetime in early 2031, directing it to a fiery re-entry over the Pacific.
SpaceX also has multiple contracts with the Defense Department, some classified and said to be worth billions. In addition, the Pentagon has purchased internet services in Ukraine from SpaceX's Starlink constellation. The militarized version of Starlink is called Starshield.
Social media and AI
The social media platform X is another Musk company that has drawn scrutiny from federal regulators. The Federal Trade Commission has probed Musk's handling of sensitive consumer data after he took control of the company in 2022 but has not brought enforcement action. The SEC has an ongoing investigation of Musk's purchase of the social media company.
Musk has been forceful with his political views on the platform, changing its rules, content moderation systems and algorithms to conform with his world view. After Musk endorsed Trump following an attempt on the former president's life last summer, the platform has transformed into a megaphone for Trump's campaign, offering an unprecedented level of free advertising that is all but impossible to calculate the value of.
Musk's strong interest in AI is also likely to play a role. He's in the process of building an AI supercomputer in Memphis, Tennessee, for his AI startup xAI. 
But environmental groups have raised concerns about pollution generated by the facility's gas turbines and its strain on the local power grid, prompting attention from the Environmental Protection Agency. 

The facility is located near predominantly Black neighborhoods that have long dealt with pollution and health risks from factories and other industrial sites. 
_____
AP reporter Adrian Sainz in Memphis, Tennessee, and AP Aerospace Writer Marcia Dunn in Cape Canaveral, Florida, contributed to this report.
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            Health experts say walking is an easy way to improve physical and mental health, bolster fitness and prevent disease. (AP Video: Laura Bargfeld, Mary Conlon)
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            Members of the Get Healthy Walking Club walk the paths past the animal enclosures during the morning at the Louisville Zoo in Louisville, Ky., Friday, Oct. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)
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            A member of the Get Healthy Walking Club walks past the rhinoceros exhibit in the morning at the Louisville Zoo in Louisville, Ky., Friday, Oct. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        What makes walking so great for your health and what else you need to do

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            

            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 8

                                    
                                    Health experts say walking is an easy way to improve physical and mental health, bolster fitness and prevent disease. (AP Video: Laura Bargfeld, Mary Conlon)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 8 | 
            Members of the Get Healthy Walking Club walk the paths past the animal enclosures during the morning at the Louisville Zoo in Louisville, Ky., Friday, Oct. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 8

                                    
                                    Members of the Get Healthy Walking Club walk the paths past the animal enclosures during the morning at the Louisville Zoo in Louisville, Ky., Friday, Oct. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 8 | 
            Janet Rapp, a member of the Get Healthy Walking Club stands in front of the zebra enclosure during the early morning at the Louisville Zoo in Louisville, Ky., Friday, Oct. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 8

                                    
                                    Janet Rapp, a member of the Get Healthy Walking Club stands in front of the zebra enclosure during the early morning at the Louisville Zoo in Louisville, Ky., Friday, Oct. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 8 | 
            Members of the Get Healthy Walking Club walk the paths past the animal enclosures during the early morning at the Louisville Zoo in Louisville, Ky., Friday, Oct. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 8

                                    
                                    Members of the Get Healthy Walking Club walk the paths past the animal enclosures during the early morning at the Louisville Zoo in Louisville, Ky., Friday, Oct. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 8 | 
            Members of the Get Healthy Walking Club walk the paths past the animal enclosures during the morning at the Louisville Zoo in Louisville, Ky., Friday, Oct. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 8

                                    
                                    Members of the Get Healthy Walking Club walk the paths past the animal enclosures during the morning at the Louisville Zoo in Louisville, Ky., Friday, Oct. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 8 | 
            A member of the Get Healthy Walking Club walks past the rhinoceros exhibit in the morning at the Louisville Zoo in Louisville, Ky., Friday, Oct. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 8

                                    
                                    A member of the Get Healthy Walking Club walks past the rhinoceros exhibit in the morning at the Louisville Zoo in Louisville, Ky., Friday, Oct. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 8 | 
            From left, Lou Ann Parrino, Lisa Weisert, and Janie Reinert, members of the Get Healthy Walking Club pause during their morning walk to say good morning to one of the animals at the Louisville Zoo in Louisville, Ky., Friday, Oct. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 8

                                    
                                    From left, Lou Ann Parrino, Lisa Weisert, and Janie Reinert, members of the Get Healthy Walking Club pause during their morning walk to say good morning to one of the animals at the Louisville Zoo in Louisville, Ky., Friday, Oct. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 8 | 
            Members of the Get Healthy Walking Club walk a path past the giraffe enclosure during the morning at the Louisville Zoo in Louisville, Ky., Friday, Oct. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 8

                                    
                                    Members of the Get Healthy Walking Club walk a path past the giraffe enclosure during the morning at the Louisville Zoo in Louisville, Ky., Friday, Oct. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            LAURA UNGAR

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) -- Janet Rapp strode briskly down a paved path through the city zoo, waving at friends and stopping briefly to greet emus she knows by name.
The 71-year-old retiree starts each morning this way with a walking club. 
"I'm obsessed," she said. Not only does it ease her joint pain, "it just gives me energy ... And then it calms me, too."
Medical experts agree that walking is an easy way to improve physical and mental health, bolster fitness and prevent disease. While it's not the only sort of exercise people should do, it's a great first step toward a healthy life.
"You don't need equipment and you don't need a gym membership," said Dr. Sarah Eby, a sports medicine physician with Mass General Brigham. "And the benefits are so vast."




What can walking do for you?
Walking can help meet the U.S. surgeon general's recommendation that adults get at least 2 1/2 hours of moderate-intensity physical activity every week. This helps lower the risk of heart disease, high blood pressure, dementia, depression and many types of cancer.
Walking also improves blood sugar levels, is good for bone health and can help you lose weight and sleep better, added Julie Schmied, a nurse practitioner with Norton Healthcare, which runs the free Get Healthy Walking Club. 
Another advantage? It's a low-impact exercise that puts less pressure on joints as it strengthens your heart and lungs.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


James Blankenship, 68, said joining the walking club at the Louisville Zoo last year helped him bounce back after a heart attack and triple bypass in 2022.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"My cardiologist says I'm doing great," he said.
For all its benefits, however, walking "is not enough for overall health and well-being" because it doesn't provide resistance training that builds muscle strength and endurance, said Anita Gust, who teaches exercise science at the University of Minnesota Crookston. 
That's especially important for women's bone health as they age.
Experts recommend adding such activities at least twice weekly - using weights, gym equipment or your own body as resistance -- and doing exercises that improve flexibility like yoga or stretching.

    


Do you really need 10,000 steps a day?
Nearly everyone has heard about this walking goal, which dates back to a 1960s marketing campaign in Japan. But experts stress that it's just a guideline.
The average American walks about 3,000 to 4,000 steps a day and it's fine to gradually work up to 10,000, Shmied said. 
Setting a time goal can also be useful. Shmied suggests breaking the recommended 150 minutes per week into 30 minutes a day, or 10 minutes three times a day, for five days. During inclement weather, people can walk in malls or on treadmills.
As they become seasoned walkers, they can speed up the pace or challenge themselves with hills while still keeping the activity level moderate.
"If you can talk but not sing," Eby said, "that's what we consider moderate-intensity exercise."

    


How do you stay motivated?
Walking with friends - including dogs - is one way.
Walking clubs have popped up across the nation. In 2022, New York personal trainer Brianna Joye Kohn, 31, started City Girls Who Walk with a TikTok post inviting others to walk with her. 
"We had 250 girls show up," she said.
Since then, the group has walked every Sunday for around 40 minutes, with some meeting afterward for brunch or coffee.
The Louisville Zoo launched its walking club in 1987, partnered with Norton in 2004 to expand it, and now boasts more than 15,000 registered members. Every day from March 1 through Oct. 31, people walk around and around the 1.4-mile loop before the zoo officially opens.
Tony Weiter meets two of his siblings every Friday. On a recent morning, they caught up on each other's lives as they zipped past zebras in a fenced field and a seal sunning itself.
"I enjoy the serenity of it. It's cold but the sun is shining. You get to see the animals," said Weiter, 63. "It's a great way to start the morning."
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content. 
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            South Dakota Sen. John Thune hailed his election as the next Senate Majority Leader Wednesday, vowing to work to enact Donald Trump's agenda and serve "the entire Republican conference" despite past differences with the president-elect.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Republicans have elected South Dakota Sen. John Thune as the next Senate majority leader, completing a momentous shift in their leadership that elevates a top deputy of Mitch McConnell into a key position as President-elect Donald Trump returns to the White House.
Thune, 63, is in his fourth Senate term and has promised to work closely with Trump, despite differences the two have had over the years, and will be a crucial part of the incoming president's efforts to push through his policy agenda. The two spoke on the phone shortly after Thune was elected, the senator posted on X Wednesday afternoon, adding that "Senate Republicans are excited and ready to get to work" with the incoming president. 
Trump later congratulated Thune on his social media platform, Truth Social. "He moves quickly, and will do an outstanding job," Trump wrote. "I look forward to working with him." 

    


Thune beat out two other competitors, Sens. John Cornyn and Rick Scott, by gaining majority support from GOP senators in two rounds of secret ballots behind closed doors. Scott was eliminated on the first round and the final vote between Thune and Cornyn was 29-24, according to several people who requested anonymity to discuss the private meeting. 




Republicans are replacing McConnell, the longest serving Senate party leader, as they prepare to take majority control of the Senate with the 53 seats they won in last week's elections. It was the first competitive election for Republican leader in three decades and Senate Republicans' first regime change since McConnell became GOP leader in 2007. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Thune's election represents a major shift in the upper chamber's GOP conference as many senators have been eager to move on from McConnell's long and powerful reign. But it will also be a complicated test for Thune as he will have to manage a conference that is often divided over policy, navigate Trump's demands of the legislative branch and secure policy wins for the president as he begins his second term. 

    


"It is a new day in the United States Senate," Thune told reporters immediately after he was elected. He said his majority will work to toughen border security laws, lower energy costs and overturn regulations they see as burdensome.
"We are excited to reclaim the majority and to get to work with our colleagues in the House to enact President Trump's agenda," Thune said. 
As the candidates tried to win over individual senators, all of their pitches centered around how close they would be to Trump. That was a more difficult task for Cornyn and Thune, who broke publicly with the former president over his effort to overturn his defeat in the 2020 presidential election and the Jan. 6, 2021 attack on the Capitol. At the time, Thune called Trump's actions "inexcusable." 
In recent months, though, Thune has worked to smooth over that relationship, visiting Trump at his Florida home and consulting with him on how to implement the incoming president's agenda. Thune told The Associated Press over the summer that he views their potential relationship as a professional one. If they both won their elections, Thune said then, "we've got a job to do."

    


As he made his case, Thune has made clear that he will listen to Trump's demands. When Trump posted on X Sunday that the new leader "must agree" to allow him to appoint Cabinet members and others when the Senate is on recess, avoiding confirmation votes, Thune quickly responded in a statement that the Senate must "quickly and decisively" act to get nominees in place and that "all options are on the table to make that happen, including recess appointments."
Speaking to reporters after he was elected, Thune noted that "the Senate has an advise and consent rule in the Constitution" but that they will do everything they can to get his nominees in place. 
"How that happens remains to be seen," Thune said. 
Thune's win is all the more extraordinary because of his 2004 election to the Senate - defeating then-Senate Majority Leader Tom Daschle after arguing during the campaign that Daschle had lost his South Dakota roots during his years in Democratic leadership. Twenty years later, Thune will become majority leader himself. 

    


Well liked and a respected communicator, Thune has been perceived as a front-runner for much of the year. Like McConnell, he hails from the Republican Party's more traditional wing. 
He is a former chairman of the Senate Commerce Committee and has held the Republican whip position -- no. 2 in party leadership -- since 2019. He took over for McConnell for several weeks last year when he was on a medical leave, a move that was widely seen as an audition of sorts as speculation surrounded McConnell's future. 
As he geared up to run for leader, Thune spent much of the year campaigning for his colleagues. According to his aides, he raised more than $31 million to elect Senate Republicans this cycle, including a $4 million transfer from his own campaign accounts to the Senate's main campaign arm.

    


The election was difficult for many in the conference who saw Thune and Cornyn as similar choices. They are alike on policy, voting generally in step with the conference but working with Democrats at times. Cornyn is a longtime member of the Senate Judiciary Committee who took a leading role on bipartisan gun legislation two years ago. 
But the two differed on whether the leader should be term limited -- a key demand from some in the conservative wing. Cornyn pushed for limits, while Thune did not. 
Scott, the former governor of Florida, was elected to the Senate in 2018 and quickly positioned himself as a foil to McConnell, running against him for leader in 2022 and aligning with Utah Sen. Mike Lee and others who have been highly critical of the current leadership. 
As Thune and Cornyn wooed their colleagues one by one all year, Scott was tied up in his own reelection race. He handily defeated Democrat Debbie Mucarsel-Powell by more than 10 points.
In the week since the election, Scott aggressively stepped up his campaign for GOP leader, campaigning publicly as the candidate closest to Trump and winning endorsements from people who are close to the former and future president, such as billionaire Elon Musk. But some questioned whether that strategy might backfire. 
South Dakota Sen. Mike Rounds, Thune's home state colleague, said that he prefers the way that Thune and Cornyn have "handled it one-on-one with everybody," but that he had talked to Scott as well. "We've got three qualified individuals," he said ahead of the race. 
Still, both Thune and Cornyn adopted some of Scott's ideas as they worked to win over voters. Thune told the conference in a candidate forum Tuesday evening that he would allow more amendments on the floor and improve communication from McConnell's regime, addressing frequent complaints from that wing of the conference. 
McConnell did not say who he was supporting, but said after the vote that Thune's victory was a "clear endorsement of a consummate leader." 

"The American people elected Republicans to restore stability and order after four years of Washington Democrats' failure," McConnell said. "John Thune will take the reins with a tremendous opportunity to lead this transformation, and Senate Republicans stand behind him, ready to get to work."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/senate-leader-thune-cornyn-scott-mcconnell-trump-c3c1c451a420729136ae641a14d9d5d6
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            Donald Trump makes a victor's return to Washington. He's visited the White House for an Oval Office meeting Wednesday with Democratic President Joe Biden and committed to a smooth transition of power.
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            Donald Trump made a victor's return to Washington Wednesday morning for the first time since winning the presidential election last week. Speaking to House Republicans at a conference, Trump declared, 'It's nice to win.'
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            President Joe Biden meets with President-elect Donald Trump in the Oval Office of the White House, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            Elon Musk, left, sits with Kelly Johnson, wife of House Speaker Mike Johnson of La., as President-elect Donald Trump speaks at a meeting of the House GOP conference, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            President Joe Biden meets with President-elect Donald Trump in the Oval Office of the White House, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            President-elect Donald Trump speaks as he arrives for a meeting with the House GOP conference, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            President-elect Donald Trump speaks during a meeting with the House GOP conference, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Washington. (Allison Robbert/Pool via AP)
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            Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks before President-elect Donald Trump arrives to meet the House GOP conference, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            President-elect Donald Trump speaks during a meeting with the House GOP conference, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Washington. (Allison Robbert/Pool via AP)
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            President Joe Biden meets with President-elect Donald Trump in the Oval Office of the White House, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            President-elect Donald Trump speaks at meeting of the House GOP conference, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Trump returns to Washington vowing a smooth transition -- something he didn't ensure four years ago

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            

            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 16

                                    
                                    Donald Trump makes a victor's return to Washington. He's visited the White House for an Oval Office meeting Wednesday with Democratic President Joe Biden and committed to a smooth transition of power.
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                                    Donald Trump made a victor's return to Washington Wednesday morning for the first time since winning the presidential election last week. Speaking to House Republicans at a conference, Trump declared, 'It's nice to win.'
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President-elect Donald Trump made a victor's return to Washington on Wednesday, visiting the White House for a nearly two-hour meeting with President Joe Biden and committing to a straightforward transition of power despite actively working to disrupt the same process four years ago. 
Sitting in the Oval Office, in front of a strong fire in the fireplace, the former rivals shook hands before Biden called Trump "Mr. President-elect and former president" and then settled simply on "Donald." 
"Congratulations," the Democrat told the Republican. "I look forward to having, like they said, a smooth transition. Welcome. Welcome back."
Trump replied, "Thank you very much," saying that "politics is tough. And it's, in many cases, not a very nice world. But it is a nice world today, and I appreciate it very much."
Except for the opening moments, the meeting was private, with Biden and Trump joined by their chiefs of staff. Trump said the transition between the outgoing and incoming administrations "will be as smooth as it can get and I very much appreciate that, Joe."

    


Trump, the winner this time, says he's ready to ensure that there is a seamless move between administrations. But when he lost four years ago, it was a very different story: Trump filed scores of lawsuits falsely claiming widespread voter fraud, refused to actively participate in transition work, denied the election results and helped incite a mob that attacked the U.S. Capitol, trying to stop the certification of Biden's victory. 




He also didn't invite Biden to the White House, and he refused to attend the inauguration -- the first time that had happened since Andrew Johnson skipped Ulysses S. Grant's swearing-in 155 years ago. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The new, all-smiles scene at the White House -- despite what occurred four years ago -- put in stark relief the remarkable political rebound for Trump, who departed Washington in 2021 as a diminished, politically defeated leader. Today he's preparing to come back to power with the Republicans having taken back the Senate, on the cusp of clinching a House majority and with what he and his GOP allies see as a mandate for governance.

    


Neither the president-elect nor Biden answered questions shouted by reporters after their brief remarks. At one point, Biden looked at Trump, who moved his head to the side and gave a small shrug, but did not respond. 
Trump later told The New York Post that he and Biden discussed two issues on which they have differed sharply, the war in Ukraine and Israel's ongoing war with Hamas in Gaza. 
"I asked for his views and he gave them to me," Trump told the paper. "Also, we talked very much about the Middle East, likewise. I wanted to know his views on where we are and what what he thinks. And he gave them to me, he was very gracious."
It was unclear how long the president-elect's mild attitude toward Biden, set to be both his successor and predecessor at the White House, might last. After his 2016 election win, Trump met with President Barack Obama in the Oval Office and called it "a great honor." But he soon was back to heaping insults on Obama. 

    


Trump looked at ease in the Oval Office in Wednesday, unlike eight years ago, when he appeared nervous and subdued when meeting with Obama. The president-elect left the White House after his session with Biden without addressing the large contingent of reporters on the driveway, waiting in case he made an appearance. 
First lady Jill Biden greeted Trump upon his arrival and gave him a handwritten letter of congratulations for his wife, Melania, who did not make the trip to Washington. The letter also expressed the first lady's team's readiness to assist with the transition.
As he met with Biden, Trump sent out a fundraising email to supporters saying that he "is inside the White House right now conducting a very important meeting."
Trump had flown from Florida in the morning, joining up with billionaire Elon Musk for a morning session with House Republicans, telling them, "It's nice to win." 

    


He received a standing ovation from GOP lawmakers, many of whom took cellphone videos of Trump, as he ran through their party's victories up and down the ballot.
"I suspect I won't be running again unless you say he's good, we got to figure something else," Trump said to laughter from the lawmakers. The Constitution's 22nd Amendment prevents presidents from running for a third term. 
House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., said of Trump's arrival, "He is the comeback king." 
"We owe him a great debt of gratitude," Johnson said. 
Trump's reemergence comes amid Republican congressional leadership elections. He's endorsed Johnson's return to the speaker's office, with the president-elect saying he is with Johnson all the way, according to a person familiar with the remarks but not authorized to publicly discuss the private meeting.

    


Musk joining Trump on the Washington trip came after the Tesla and SpaceX CEO has been spending much of his time at Mar-a-Lago, Trump's Florida estate, and participating in discussions as the incoming Trump administration prepares to transition from Biden's. Trump has named Musk to a government efficiency advisory role in his incoming administration. Some close to the president-elect and his team now see Musk as the second most influential figure in Trump's immediate orbit, after Susie Wiles, the campaign manager who is Trump's incoming chief of staff.
Biden insists that he'll do everything he can to make the transition to the next Trump administration go smoothly. That's despite having spent more than a year campaigning for reelection and decrying Trump as a threat to democracy and the nation's core values. Biden then bowed out of the race in July and endorsed Vice President Kamala Harris to succeed him. 
Traditionally, as the outgoing and incoming presidents meet in the West Wing, the first lady hosts her successor upstairs in the residence, But her office said Melania Trump wasn't attending, saying in a statement that "her husband's return to the Oval Office to commence the transition process is encouraging, and she wishes him great success."
Wednesday's trip was not the first time Trump has returned to the Capitol area since the end of his first term. Congressional Republicans hosted him over the summer. 

Trump left Washington Wednesday without visiting his party's senators. While he was in town, they chose Sen. John Thune of South Dakota in a three-way race to replace outgoing GOP leader Mitch McConnell of Kentucky. Trump's allies were pushing GOP senators to vote for Sen. Rick Scott of Florida.
___
Associated Press writers Jill Colvin in New York and Farnoush Amiri, Darlene Superville and Kevin Freking contributed to this report. 
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            FILE - Pete Hegseth walks to an elevator for a meeting with President-elect Donald Trump at Trump Tower in New York, Dec. 15, 2016. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            File - President Donald Trump appears on Fox & Friends co-host Pete Hegseth at a Wounded Warrior Project Soldier Ride event in the East Room of the White House in Washington, Thursday, April 6, 2017. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)
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    Follow live updates on Donald Trump's transition to the White House.


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- President-elect Donald Trump stunned the Pentagon and the broader defense world by nominating Fox News host Pete Hegseth to serve as his defense secretary, tapping someone largely inexperienced and untested on the global stage to take over the world's largest and most powerful military.
The news was met with bewilderment and worry among many in Washington as Trump passed on a number of established national security heavy-hitters and chose an Army National Guard major well known in conservative circles as a co-host of Fox News Channel's "Fox & Friends Weekend." 
While some Republican lawmakers had a muted response to the announcement, others called his combat experience an asset or said he was "tremendously capable."
Hegseth's choice could bring sweeping changes to the military. He has made it clear on his show and in interviews that, like Trump, he is opposed to "woke" programs that promote equity and inclusion. He also has questioned the role of women in combat and advocated pardoning service members charged with war crimes.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Trump's defense choice stuns the Pentagon and raises questions about the Fox News host's experience
    

    
    
    AP Washington correspondent Sagar Meghani reports President-elect Donald Trump is moving fast to pick his national security team.

    


    


In June, at a rally in Las Vegas, Trump encouraged his supporters to buy Hegseth's book and said that if he won the presidency, "The woke stuff will be gone within a period of 24 hours. I can tell you."




The 44-year-old Hegseth, a staunch conservative who embraces Trump's "America First" policies, has pushed for making the military more lethal. During an interview on "The Shawn Ryan Show" podcast, he said allowing women to serve in combat hurts that effort.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Everything about men and women serving together makes the situation more complicated, and complication in combat, that means casualties are worse," Hegseth said.
And while he said diversity in the military is a strength, he said it was because minority and white men can perform similarly, but the same isn't true for women.
By opening combat slots to women, "we've changed the standards in putting them there, which means you've changed the capability of that unit," Hegseth said in the podcast interview. 

    


Since then-Defense Secretary Ash Carter opened all combat roles to women in 2016, women have successfully passed the military's grueling tests to become Green Berets and Army Rangers, and the Naval Special Warfare's test to serve as a combatant-craft crewman -- the boat operators who transport Navy SEALs and conduct their own classified missions at sea.
While Trump lauded Hegseth as "tough, smart and a true believer in America First," others were quick to point to the TV personality's lack of experience. Some suggested he could be Pentagon chief in name only as the Trump White House runs the department. 
A number of other names floated as possible defense choices had included Rep. Mike Rogers, R-Ala., chairman of the House Armed Services Committee; retired Lt. Gen. Keith Kellogg; Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa; and Robert Wilkie, a former Pentagon official who was head of the Department of Veterans Affairs in Trump's first term.
"There is reason for concern that this is not a person who is a serious enough policymaker, serious enough policy implementer, to do a successful job," said Rep. Adam Smith of Washington, the ranking Democrat on the House Armed Services Committee.

    


Mark Cancian, a senior adviser at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, said Hegseth's lack of senior national security experience makes it more difficult to get Senate confirmation. 
"I think Trump was tired of fighting with his secretaries of defense and picked one who would be loyal to him," Cancian said.
Military officials said the choice came out of the blue. A senior military officer, who spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to talk to the media, said Hegseth's selection is raising concerns about whether he has the practical experience to manage a large department with an enormous budget. 
The Defense Department has a budget exceeding $800 billion, with about 1.3 million active-duty troops and another 1.4 million in the National Guard, Reserves and civilian employees based worldwide.

    


If confirmed, Hegseth would face a daunting array of global crises, from the wars in the Middle East and Ukraine and the expanding alliance between Russia and North Korea to the growing competition with China. There is also the need to upgrade the complex U.S. missile and nuclear defense apparatus and ensure the defense industry can keep up with America's need for weapons systems.
Smith said that while Hegseth's combat experience is a plus, running the Pentagon requires a lot of other skill sets, and his nomination will need some time for consideration.
"What's your plan? What are you going to do? ... How can you assure us that that lack of experience, you know, isn't going to make it impossible for you to do the job?" Smith said. "I think those are questions that need to be answered over the next couple of months."

    


Even some Republicans in the Senate, who would vote on his nomination, had a subdued response.
North Carolina Sen. Thom Tillis called the choice "interesting." Indiana Sen. Todd Young, who served in the Marine Corps, said, "I don't know much about his background or his vision, so I look forward to learning more."
North Dakota Sen. John Hoeven said he's not surprised that Trump chose Hegseth because Trump is "close to him and likes him and trusts him." 
"The guy's obviously tremendously capable, a great communicator," Hoeven said. "I look forward to getting to know him better."
House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., said Hegseth brings a lot to the table and will be "reform-minded in the areas that need reform."
According to the Army, Hegseth served in the Guard from 2002 to 2021 as an infantry officer, but is not currently serving. He deployed to Iraq in 2005, Afghanistan in 2011 and to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, in 2004. He has two Bronze Stars.
He has been a contributor since 2014 for Fox News, developing a friendship with Trump, who made regular appearances on his show. He is the author of "The War on Warriors: Behind the Betrayal of the Men Who Keep Us Free."

"With Pete at the helm, America's enemies are on notice -- Our Military will be Great Again, and America will Never Back Down," Trump said in a statement. "Nobody fights harder for the Troops, and Pete will be a courageous and patriotic champion of our 'Peace through Strength' policy."
___
Associated Press writers Jill Colvin in New York and Lisa Mascaro, Mary Clare Jalonick and Farnoush Amiri contributed to this report.
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            President Joe Biden meets with President-elect Donald Trump in the Oval Office of the White House, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            Chinese President Xi Jinping arrives at a signing ceremony at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Friday, Nov. 8, 2024. (Florence Lo/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- 
President Joe Biden will hold talks Saturday with China's Xi Jinping on the sidelines of an international summit in Peru, a face-to-face meeting that comes as Beijing braces for Donald Trump's return to the White House.
White House National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan said the meeting will take place while the two leaders are in Lima for the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation summit. That will come just over two months before Trump's inauguration.
Sullivan was opaque about how Biden and administration officials will answer expected questions from Xi and his aides about the incoming Trump administration. 
"Transitions are uniquely consequential moments in geopolitics. They're a time when competitors and adversaries can see possibly opportunity," Sullivan said. "And so part of what President Biden will communicate is that we need to maintain stability, clarity, predictability through this transition between the United States and China."

    


During his campaign against Vice President Kamala Harris, Trump promised to slap blanket 60% tariffs on all Chinese exports to the U.S., a move that would jolt the already tumultuous relationship between Beijing and Washington. 




Washington and Beijing have long had deep differences on the support China has given to Russia during its war in Ukraine, human rights issues, technology and Taiwan, the self-ruled democracy that Beijing claims as its own. A second Trump administration is expected to test U.S.-China relations even more than the Republican's first term, when the U.S. imposed tariffs on more than $360 billion in Chinese products. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
That brought Beijing to the negotiating table, and in 2020, the two sides signed a trade deal in which China committed to improve intellectual property rights and buy an extra $200 billion of American goods. A couple of years later, a research group showed that China had bought essentially none of the goods it had promised.

    


The White House has been working for months to arrange a final meeting between Xi and Biden before the Democrat leaves office in January.
Sullivan traveled to Beijing in late August to meet with his Chinese counterpart and also sat down with Xi. After that, Sullivan indicated that there could be a final meeting between Xi and Biden at APEC or at next week's summit of the Group of 20 top economies in Rio de Janeiro, which both leaders are scheduled to attend.
Biden has sought to maintain a steady relationship with Xi even as his administration repeatedly has raised concerns about what it sees as malign actions by Beijing.
U.S. intelligence officials have assessed China has surged sales to Russia of machine tools, microelectronics and other technology that Moscow is using to produce missiles, tanks, aircraft and other weaponry for use in its war against Ukraine. The administration last month imposed sanctions against two Chinese companies accused of directly helping Russia build long-range attack drones used against Ukraine.
Tensions flared last year after Biden ordered the shooting down of a Chinese spy balloon that traversed the United States. And the Biden administration has criticized Chinese military assertiveness toward Japan, the Philippines and Taiwan.

    


On the campaign trail, Trump spoke of his personal connection with Xi, which started out well during his first term before becoming strained over disputes about trade and the origins of the COVID-19 pandemic.
In a congratulatory message to Trump after his victory over Harris, Xi called for the U.S. and China to manage their differences and get along in a new era, according to Chinese state media. 
Biden, for his part, is expected in the meeting with Xi to focus on efforts to stem the flow of Chinese-manufactured chemicals used to make fentanyl, concerns about Beijing's indirect support for Russia's war in Ukraine, cybersecurity concerns and the importance of maintaining military-to-military communications.
Sullivan added that he expected that Biden would also raise an ongoing U.S. investigation into an alleged Chinese hacker operation targeting cellphones used by Trump, Vice President-elect JD Vance, and people associated with the Harris campaign.

    


Saturday's talks will be the third meeting between Biden and Xi during Biden's presidency. They met in Woodside, California, last November on the sidelines of the 2023 APEC summit, and the leaders last spoke by phone in April.
Sullivan also announced that Biden while at APEC will hold a joint meeting with South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol and Japan's new prime minister, Shigeru Ishiba.
That meeting is a follow-up on the historic Camp David summit Biden hosted in August 2023 with Yoon and Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida.
Biden has nu dged the United States' two closest Asian allies to further tighten security and economic cooperation with each other amid their shared concerns about North Korea's nuclear provocations as well as China's military and economic assertiveness in the Pacific. 

The historic rivals have been divided by differing views of World War II history and Japan's colonial rule over the Korean Peninsula from 1910 to 1945.
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                    FILE - A container of Narcan, or naloxone, sits on tree roots at a longstanding homeless encampment in Bellingham, Wash., on Thursday, Feb. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The decline in U.S. drug overdose deaths appears to have continued this year, giving experts hope the nation is seeing sustained improvement in the persistent epidemic. 
There were about 97,000 overdose deaths in the 12-month period that ended June 30, according to provisional Centers for Disease Control and Prevention data released Wednesday. That's down 14% from the estimated 113,000 for the previous 12-month period.
"This is a pretty stunning and rapid reversal of drug overdose mortality numbers," said Brandon Marshall, a Brown University researcher who studies overdose trends. 
Overdose death rates began steadily climbing in the 1990s because of opioid painkillers, followed by waves of deaths led by other opioids like heroin and -- more recently -- illicit fentanyl. Provisional data had indicated a slight decline for 2023, and the tally released Wednesday showed that the downward trend has kept going.

    


Of course, there have been moments in the last several years when U.S. overdose deaths seemed to have plateaued or even started to go down, only to rise again, Marshall noted. 




"This seems to be substantial and sustained," Marshall said. "I think there's real reason for hope here."
Experts aren't certain about the reasons for the decline, but they cite a combination of possible factors.
One is COVID-19. In the worst days of the pandemic, addiction treatment was hard to get and people were socially isolated -- with no one around to help if they overdosed.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"During the pandemic we saw such a meteoric rise in drug overdose deaths that it's only natural we would see a decrease," said Farida Ahmad of the CDC's National Center for Health Statistics.
Still, overdose deaths are well above what they were at the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The recent numbers could represent the fruition of years of efforts to increase the availability of the overdose-reversing drug naloxone, and addiction treatments such as buprenorphine, said Erin Winstanley, a University of Pittsburgh professor who researches drug overdose trends.

    


Marshall said such efforts likely are being aided by money from settlements of opioid-related lawsuits, brought by state, local and Native American governments against drugmakers, wholesalers and pharmacies. Settlement funds have been rolling out to small towns and big cities across the U.S., and some have started spending the money on naloxone and other measures.
Some experts have wondered about changes in the drug supply. Xylazine, a sedative, has been increasingly detected in illegally manufactured fentanyl, and experts are sorting out exactly how it's affecting overdoses.
In the latest CDC data, overdose death reports are down in 45 states. Increases occurred in Alaska, Nevada, Oregon, Utah and Washington.
The most dramatic decreases were seen in North Carolina and Ohio, but CDC officials voiced a note of caution. Some jurisdictions have had lags in getting death records to federal statisticians -- particularly North Carolina, where death investigations have slowed because of understaffing at the state medical examiner's office. The CDC made estimates to try to account for incomplete death records, but the decline in some places may ultimately turn out not to be as dramatic as initial numbers suggest.

    


Another limitation of the provisional data is that it doesn't detail what's happening in different groups of people. Recent research noted the overdose deaths in Black and Native Americans have been growing disproportionately larger. 
"We really need more data from the CDC to learn whether these declines are being experienced in all racial ethnic subgroups," Marshall said.
___
Associated Press reporter Geoff Mulvihill contributed to this report
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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            This cover image released by Owepar Records shows "Smoky Mountain DNA: Family, Faith and Fables" by Dolly Parton. (Owepar Records via AP)
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            FILE - Dolly Parton appears at an event to celebrate the expansion of the Imagination Library of Kentucky at the Lyric Theatre in Lexington, Ky., on Aug. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley, File)
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            This cover image released by Owepar Records shows "Smoky Mountain DNA: Family, Faith and Fables" by Dolly Parton. (Owepar Records via AP)
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            FILE - Dolly Parton poses at the Carnegie Medal of Philanthropy Ceremony in New York on Oct. 13, 2022. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki, File)
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            FILE - Dolly Parton appears at an event to celebrate the expansion of the Imagination Library of Kentucky at the Lyric Theatre in Lexington, Ky., on Aug. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Dolly Parton's musical story starts further back than most might expect -- to the British Isles of the 1600s. That's where her ancestors hail from, eventually landing in the hollers of East Tennessee and its familiar mountain ranges, bringing their songs with them. A new album out Friday, "Smoky Mountain DNA: Family, Faith & Fables" credited to Dolly Parton and Family, explores the great legacy of the Partons and the Owens, her maternal family, as she performs alongside five generations of family members.
"My grandpa used to say when I got famous, he said, 'Well, she came out crying in the key of D,'" she told The Associated Press. "I think we all did."
"Smoky Mountain DNA" was an inevitable labor of love, one that taught Parton more about her family line.
"We're kind of like the Carter family. We go back generations," Parton said. (The Carters are widely considered the first family of country music.)

    


"I would imagine this will be my favorite album," Parton said. "This really involves, you know, my grandmas and my grandpas, my uncles and my aunts and all the people going all the way back that had the biggest influence on my life. The ones that I remember from being little, and it even goes on farther back from there."




Richie Owens -- Parton's cousin, who she describes as "the family historian" -- produced "Smoky Mountain DNA." He says that the family has long been archivists, but the idea to curate a record started around 2010 and 2011, delayed by a few deaths. Then, right before the pandemic, Parton approached Owens and said, "we need to get together and start trying to get all this information (and) material together," he recalls. Because Owens had already been working on a family story, specifically tied to his grandfather's fiddle, they teamed up for what is now "Smoky Mountain DNA."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
For some of the new songs, Owens utilized digital technology -- what he compares to the AI-assist on the last new Beatles song, "Now and Then," used to extract John Lennon's voice from an old demo for a new composition -- for "restoration work."

    


"With the technology that's been available, we were able to achieve wonderful, miraculous situations where we were able to go in and build new music tracks" from previous vocal recordings of deceased family members, he says. It was about cleaning up the crackles and noise -- not about creating doctored recordings.
"I got very, very emotional many times when I was singing, especially with the ones that have already passed and just remembering their voices, hearing them," Parton says. "It just kind of threw me in to a deep emotional place, just like I had them back again. So, the whole thing was very heart wrenching. But it was really amazing and very restoring. It had so many colors of emotions in it."
Parton and Owens started curating the album by finding songs that she had co-written with deceased family members -- or those of deceased family members that she had recorded previously. Others were hits and integral to the story of their heritage, and the songs recorded with younger members of the family -- including those born in the 21st century -- included more Parton co-writes, but with styles that felt true to each person. 

    


That's one of the many reasons the album, which is centered in country, folk, hymns and bluegrass, spans a wide swath of genres, including a kind of soulful R&B performance (like on "Not Bad" with Shelley Rena), swamp pop ("I Just Stopped By" with Parton's late uncle Robert "John Henry" Owens), various rock genres ("Where Will We Live Tomorrow" with Rebecca Seaver and "Crazy in Love with You" with Richie Owens' daughter Estelle).
The album revisits Parton's own career, too: There is a delightful cover of "Puppy Love," originally recorded when she was 13, now sang with some of the youngest members of her family. 
"Some of the little ones," she says, "remind me so much of myself when I was young and playing the guitar."
"Smoky Mountain DNA" could only end with one song: "When It's Family," originally co-written by Parton and released as "Family" on her 1991 album "Eagle When She Flies." It's a moving song about acceptance, Parton singing: "Some are preachers, some are gay / Some are addicts, drunks and strays / But not a one is turned away / When it's family."

    


"I don't condemn nor condone anything. I just love and accept people where they are for who they are," she explains. "And I don't judge because I've said before, I've got some of everybody in my immediate family, whether they be trans, whether they be gay, whether they be drag queens or whatever. I mean, we've got drunks, we've got strays, we've got drug addicts -- you always have that when you got a family as big as ours. And you love them all."
So, what about all the material that isn't included here? "I'm sure we'll be doing compilation albums," says Parton. "We're doing a docuseries as well, taking all the music back to the old country with a lot of our relatives over there that are still singing all those old songs that got brought over here... It's really moving."

    


In the meantime, she's working on a musical based on her life, scheduled to hit Broadway in 2026. It, like "Smoky Mountain DNA," is an opportunity to reflect on her career, and maybe even what her legacy will become five more generations down the line.

"I hope that a lot of my songs may last that long," she says. "And I hope I'll be remembered as somebody that tried to do some good in the world and left, you know, a few good things."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/dolly-parton-smoky-mountain-dna-5cd2b6e90d36ee5c456efd36c93e7c17
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            Israel has failed to meet U.S. demands to allow greater humanitarian access to the Gaza Strip, where conditions are worse than at any point in the 13-month-old war, international aid organisations said Tuesday. The Biden administration last month called on Israel to "surge" more food and other emergency aid into the Palestinian territory, giving it a 30-day deadline that expires Tuesday. The AP's Joe Federman explains.
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            FILE - Trucks carrying humanitarian aid cross into the Gaza Strip from Erez crossing in southern Israel, on Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians are storming trucks loaded with humanitarian aid brought in through a new U.S.-built pier, in the central Gaza Strip, on May 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians line up for food distribution in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, on Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians gather at the site of an Israeli strike in the courtyard of the Al-Aqsa Hospital where displaced people live in tents, in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, on Nov. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians line up for food distribution in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, on Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana, File)
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            FILE - An aircraft airdrops humanitarian aid over Khan Younis, Gaza Strip, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians line up to receive aid distributed by UNRWA, the U.N. agency helping Palestinian refugees, in Nusairat refugee camp, Gaza, on Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana, File)
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            FILE - Trucks carrying humanitarian aid cross into the Gaza Strip from Erez crossing in southern Israel, on Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians are storming trucks loaded with humanitarian aid brought in through a new U.S.-built pier, in the central Gaza Strip, on May 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians line up for food distribution in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, on Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians gather at the site of an Israeli strike in the courtyard of the Al-Aqsa Hospital where displaced people live in tents, in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, on Nov. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians line up for food distribution in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, on Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana, File)
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            FILE - An aircraft airdrops humanitarian aid over Khan Younis, Gaza Strip, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians line up to receive aid distributed by UNRWA, the U.N. agency helping Palestinian refugees, in Nusairat refugee camp, Gaza, on Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana, File)
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- The United States decided not to punish Israel over the dire humanitarian situation in the Gaza Strip after giving it an ultimatum to increase aid entering the territory. But the flow of food, medicine and other supplies to Palestinians is still at nearly its lowest level of the entire 13-month-old war.

The White House last month gave Israel 30 days to improve conditions or risk losing military support. As the deadline expired Tuesday, leading international aid groups said Israel had fallen far short.

But the U.S. State Department announced it would not take any punitive action, saying Israel has made limited progress. However, it called for more steps.

    



Aid groups accuse the Israeli military of hindering and even blocking shipments in Gaza. Almost the entire population of around 2.3 million Palestinians relies on international aid for survival, and doctors and aid groups say malnutrition is rampant. Food security experts say famine may already be underway in hard-hit north Gaza.

"It's really frustrating because by almost every objective metric, all agencies say that the humanitarian situation has gotten worse in that time frame that the U.S. has specified," Aseel Baidoun, a senior manager of the aid group Medical Aid for Palestinians, said Wednesday.

"Even though we have provided all the evidence that there is a risk of famine ... still the U.S. miraculously finds Israel not violating the humanitarian aid law."

    



Israel, which controls all crossings into Gaza, says it is committed to delivering humanitarian assistance and has scrambled to ramp up aid. COGAT, the military body in charge of aid passage, said they had taken a number of steps over the past month to increase the amount entering the territory, including opening a fifth crossing -- into central Gaza -- this week. Israel says the U.N. and international aid groups need to do a better job of distributing supplies.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    


Where do aid levels stand?



Aid into Gaza is typically measured in terms of truckloads of food and supplies entering the territory. The U.S. has demanded 350 trucks daily -- still below the 500 a day that entered before the war.

In October, aid entry plunged to its lowest level since the first month of the war. Israeli government figures show roughly 57 trucks a day entering on average. The average has risen to 100 a day so far in November, slightly lower than the same month last year.

The U.N., however, says even less is entering. It reports receiving an average of 39 trucks daily since the beginning of October. This is largely because it says it cannot reach the main crossing point in the south to collect cargos due to Israeli military restrictions and lawlessness.

The U.N. says virtually no food or other aid has reached the northernmost part of Gaza since the beginning of October. That's when the Israeli military launched a major offensive against Hamas fighters in the area of Jabaliya, Beit Lahiya and Beit Hanoun, cutting them off.

    



Israel says October's drop in aid was because it closed crossings into Gaza during the Jewish high holidays. It said it couldn't allow deliveries to the far north in October because of the fighting.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    

Under international pressure, COGAT allowed two deliveries to the far north this month.

But little of it got through. Last week, the World Food Program said troops on the ground ordered its trucks to unload their cargo before reaching their destination. In another planned shipment on Monday, the WFP could only deliver three out of 14 trucks because of delays in getting movement permits from the troops. When it tried to deliver the rest the next day, it said the military denied permission.
Denial of passage and entry



One reason for the large difference between Israel's and the U.N.'s count of aid trucks entering Gaza: Hundreds of truckloads are piled up on the Gaza side of the main crossing in the south, uncollected by the U.N. for distribution.

Israel accuses UNRWA, the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees, of not doing enough to retrieve the cargos.





The U.N. and aid groups say they often cannot reach the crossing because the Israeli military doesn't always coordinate safe passage amid military operations in the area and widespread lawlessness.

"If we are not provided a safe passage to go and collect it (aid), it's not possible for us to have it. And it will not reach the people who need it," said Louise Wateridge, an UNRWA spokesperson.

UNRWA has been the main agency procuring and distributing aid in Gaza, and a feud between Israel and the agency, led Israel to take steps toward banning it last month. Israel says Hamas has infiltrated UNRWA -- a charge the agency denies.

Aid groups also accuse the Israeli army of blocking aid trucks from reaching areas where fighting is most intense, including northern Gaza.

    



During October, the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs said that Israeli authorities rejected roughly 43% of all humanitarian movement requests and impeded a further 16%.

Israeli authorities have also prohibited some vehicles and goods from entering the enclave, aid groups say, often without explanation. Rachel Morris, of the aid group Mercy Corps, said trucks carrying the group's tent supplies have been turned away more than five times. 

Israel says it denies entry to supplies that could be weaponized by Hamas.

"I witnessed during my visit to Gaza last week the deliberate starvation of almost 2 million civilians, whilst the bombardment continues," said Jan Egeland, secretary-general of the Norwegian Refugee Council, a major relief provider. "There is barely any aid crossing into Gaza."
Lawlessness along aid routes



Theft is also stymying distribution.

The military and aid agencies both acknowledge that criminal gangs - often based in local families - are robbing trucks.

An Israeli official, speaking on the condition of anonymity under military briefing guidelines, estimated that on some days, up to 30% to 40% of aid supplies are stolen by criminals or Hamas.

    




COGAT spokesperson Shani Sasson said that the Israeli army has tried to secure part of the route and find alternate routes for drivers but can't accompany each aid truck and the criminal groups are always moving.

Gaza's police stopped protecting trucks long ago, according to the U.N/., because Israel has targeted them, considering them part of Hamas.

Baidoun, with MAP, said that drivers sometimes have to pay fees to move their aid from the crossing into Gaza. 

He said that the Israeli military was "failing to provide an enabling environment to bring in sufficient humanitarian goods to Gaza."

___

Melanie Lidman contributed to this report from Tel Aviv, Israel.

___

This story has been corrected to show that the international aid groups said that Israel had fallen far short, not the U.S.
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            FILE - Prices are displayed at a grocery store in Chicago on Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Inflation in the United States ticked up in October, driven by costlier rents, used cars and air fares, a sign that price increases might be leveling off after having slowed in September to their lowest pace since 2021.
Consumer prices rose 2.6% from a year earlier, the Labor Department said Wednesday, up from 2.4% in September. It was the first rise in annual inflation in seven months. From September to October, prices edged up 0.2%, the same as the previous month. 
Excluding volatile food and energy costs, "core" prices rose 3.3% from a year earlier, just as in September. From September to October, core prices rose 0.3% for a third straight month. Over the long run, core inflation at that pace would exceed the Federal Reserve's 2% target.
Most economists, though, think inflation will eventually resume its slowdown. Consumer inflation, which peaked at 9.1% in 2022, has since fallen steadily, though overall prices are still about 20% higher than they were three years ago.

    


The price spike soured Americans on the economy and on the Biden-Harris administration's economic stewardship and contributed to Vice President Kamala Harris' loss in last week's presidential election. 




Yet Donald Trump's victory has raised uncertainty about where inflation might be headed and how the Fed would react if it reaccelerated. Trump has vowed to reduce inflation, mostly by ramping up oil and gas drilling. But mainstream economists have warned that some of his proposals, notably his plan to substantially increase tariffs on imports and pursue mass deportations of migrants, would worsen inflation if fully implemented. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Most of the September-to-October increase in consumer prices reflected a rise in rents and housing costs, a trend that Fed officials expect to fade in the coming months. As a result, Wednesday's figures could keep the Fed on track to cut its key rate for a third time in December, as its officials have previously indicated they likely would. 

    


"Inflation is proving to be a little sticky, but not a big issue," said Ryan Sweet, chief U.S. economist at Oxford Economics, a consulting firm. "What I think that means for the Fed is that they can still cut in December."
If it reduces its key rate again in December by an expected quarter-point, Sweet said, the Fed will have cut rates by a full percentage point. He thinks the policymakers will then pause to gauge the effects of their rate cuts on the economy and inflation. 
"A pause is coming," Sweet said. "The path for interest rates next year is a lot murkier."
Stock prices surged in the wake of Trump's election victory, mostly on optimism that his proposed tax cuts and deregulation would boost the economy and corporate profits. But bond yields also moved higher, partly reflecting fear that inflation could accelerate. 
In addition, the economy is growing faster than many economists had expected earlier this year. It has expanded at nearly a 3% annual rate over the past six months, with consumers, particularly those with higher incomes, spending freely and fueling growth. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    

    


Gas prices fell 0.9% from September to October, helping to hold down overall inflation. Prices at the pump have since fallen further on average nationwide, to 3.08 a gallon on Wednesday, according to AAA. That's down from $3.20 a month ago. 
Grocery prices ticked up just 0.1% from September to October and are up just 1.1% over the past year, providing some relief to consumers after food costs surged roughly 23% over the past three years. Egg prices continue to be highly volatile. They fell 6.4% just last month, though they're up more than 30% from a year earlier. 
Used car prices jumped 2.7% just from September to October, after having mostly declined for months before that. But that spike may prove to be an anomaly. Auto dealers have mostly rebuilt their inventories after they were depleted during COVID, and in some cases dealers have had to offer incentives again to entice buyers. Compared with a year ago, average used car prices are still down 3.4%. 

    


As inflation has slowed, some consumers have felt a bit of relief. Lessie Owen, who works in sales, said she has noticed the drop in gas prices, which has made it easier for her to pay for her drive each day to work in Washington, D.C. And at grocery stores, she said, fruit and vegetable prices appear to have stabilized. 
Owen still has a mortgage rate below 3%, which has helped her finances, and she says she has always been frugal. 
"We take advantage of specials, discounts and coupons -- all of that," she said.
At a news conference last week, Fed Chair Jerome Powell expressed confidence that inflation is still heading down to the central bank's 2% target, though perhaps slowly and unevenly. 
Powell also noted that most sources of price pressures are cooling, suggesting that inflation isn't likely to accelerate in the coming months. Wages are still growing and have outpaced prices for the past year and a half. But Powell noted that wages aren't rising quickly enough to boost inflation. 

    


The Fed chair also observed that some sources of rising prices, like auto insurance, reflect changes that occurred during the pandemic, such as a spike in car prices that made them costlier to insure. Such "catch-up inflation," as he called it, will likely fade over time. 
And a survey released Tuesday by the Federal Reserve Bank of New York found that consumers expect prices to rise just 2.9% in the next 12 months, the lowest such measure in nearly four years. 
Lower inflation expectations are important because when consumers expect milder price increases, they're less likely to act in ways that raise inflation, such as accelerating their purchases or demanding higher pay to offset higher prices. 
Another potential source of relief for Americans' budgets is in apartment rents. They are now barely rising on average nationwide, according to the real estate brokerage Redfin. Its measure of median rent was just 0.2% higher than it was a year ago in October, at $1,619, though that figure reflects rents only for new leases. 

The government's measurement of rents is rising faster because it includes existing rents. Many landlords are still raising monthly payments to reflect higher costs for new leases over the past three years. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/inflation-prices-interest-rates-economy-federal-reserve-8ee9d1e7979319fe9ae121c7c8d6d68b
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- German Chancellor Olaf Scholz said Wednesday that he will ask for a vote of confidence on Dec. 16, paving the way for early parliamentary elections in February. He declared his plans during a speech in parliament, a week after his three-party coalition government collapsed.
Germany has been governed since 2021 by a coalition led by Scholz's left-leaning Social Democrats, which included the smaller pro-business Free Democrats and the Greens. It was an uneasy and fractious alliance, and it fell apart when Scholz fired Finance Minister Christian Lindner of the Free Democrats in a late-night move following disagreements over how to revive the shrinking economy.
"The date at the end of February has now been set and I am very grateful for that," Scholz said, adding that he would try to pass important legislation through parliament before that, such as financial support for children of poor families, or amendments to the country's constitution to make the highest court more resilient to possible political interference.

    


He said he would submit a request for a vote of confidence on Dec. 11, so that the Bundestag can decide on this on Dec. 16. The chancellor had initially wanted to have an early election only by late March -- ahead of the vote that is regularly scheduled for September 2025.




However, the center-right Christian opposition pushed for a quicker vote in the parliament to speed up the next election. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In the end, party leaders across the political spectrum agreed on Wednesday on the two dates for the vote of confidence and the new election on Feb. 23.
During his speech, Scholz as well as Friedrich Merz, the head of the main opposition party in parliament, the Christian Democrats, already shifted into campaign mode -- though the heated part of campaigning usually only begins around six weeks before an election in Germany.

    


"There is a great sense of relief in our country. For a week now, the so-called progressive coalition ... has been history. And that is continuing good news for Germany," Merz said to the applause of his Christian Democrats as he spoke after Scholz in the parliament.
"You are dividing the country, Mr. Chancellor. You are the one responsible for these controversies and for this division in Germany," Merz attacked Scholz in his speech. "You simply cannot govern a country like this."
He accused the chancellor of having tried to delay the vote of confidence and said he should have called for one immediately. 
According to Scholz's announcement on Thursday, his Social Democrats and the Greens will lead the country in a minority government until the chancellor asks for the vote of confidence on Dec. 16, which he is expected to lose. That will then set the path for a new parliamentary election in a little over 100 days from now, on Feb. 23.
Four candidates are expected to make their bid for the chancellery with voters in February.
Scholz has said he wants to run as chancellor candidate again -- even though his party has not yet announced his candidacy.

    


Merz of the Christian Democrats, currently leading the polls, was officially nominated as candidate by his party in September. 
For the environmentalist Greens, the country's current economy minister and vice-chancellor, Robert Habeck, will lead his party as candidate for chancellor.
The Greens are a small party that lost popularity in recent elections and whose support currently hovers around 10%, meaning it is unlikely that he would end up as the country's leader.
The far-right Alternative for Germany, or AfD, has said they would nominate current party leader Alice Weidel next month as their candidate.
Merz's Christian Democrats have been polling around 30% or more in the polls for a year now. Scholz's Social Democrats, currently the strongest governing party, are in third place with around 16% -- behind the AfD, which is at around 19%.

The main campaign issues are likely going to be the country's ailing econom y which led to the collapse of the government in the first place, more efficient control of migration, and -- when it comes to foreign policy issues -- Russia's war on Ukraine and the next presidency of Donald Trump. 
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            Mike Tyson speaks during a news conference ahead of his fight against Jake Paul, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Irving, Texas. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Jake Paul reacts during a news conference ahead of his fight against Mike Tyson, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Irving, Texas. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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                                        ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) -- Friendship is at the heart of how a fight came together between 58-year-old former heavyweight champion Mike Tyson and much younger YouTuber-turned-boxer Jake Paul.
Friction helped build the hype for a bout that is testing the formula for how boxing is delivered to the masses, a first-ever combat sports offering from the streaming platform Netflix rather than pay-per-view or traditional cable.
"I think they're beloved fans of Mike Tyson," Paul said, trying to explain the boisterous boos that have greeted him when the two have appeared together in recent months to hype the event.
"And I'm the new kid on the block, the disrupter, loud mouth, polarizing figure," Paul said. "And I've built my career as the heel. Naturally people want to root against me, and that's great for the sport of boxing."
Tyson's first sanctioned professional fight in almost 20 years is set for Friday night at the home of the NFL's Dallas Cowboys. A crowd of at least 60,000 is expected while Netflix offers the bout at no additional cost to more than 280 million subscribers globally.

    


The 27-year-old Paul is relatively new to the sport, the one-time social media influencer bringing a 10-1 record with seven knockouts mostly against mixed martial artists and journeymen boxers.




Tyson was 50-6 with 44 knockouts when he retired after losing to Kevin McBride in 2005, saying he didn't have anything left to give the sport. He last fought in an exhibition against Roy Jones Jr. with no fans during the pandemic in 2020.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
A fight originally scheduled for July 20 was postponed when Tyson had to be treated for a stomach ulcer after falling ill on a flight.
Tyson said in a documentary chronicling the preparations for the fight that he lost 26 pounds in the process of recovering. 
Promoter Nakisa Bidarian, who co-founded Most Valuable Promotions with Paul, said Tyson was cleared medically weeks ago. Bidarian sidestepped a question of how concerned he was for Tyson's health once he steps in the ring.

    


"I'm nervous for both men," Bidarian said. "The reality is Jake's never been hit by someone like Mike Tyson flush on the chin. And Mike hasn't fought someone like Jake for a very long time. That's what makes this interesting."
Paul said he had a vision for the fight about two years ago and shared it with Tyson because he thought the Hall of Famer would understand -- and be interested. It took about that long for the bout to come together.
Tyson appeared agitated at both hype events with fans in the Dallas area, first in the weeks before the originally scheduled fight and again at a news conference two nights before the bout.
He was more reflective in a smaller setting with reporters, suggesting he wasn't the same foul-mouthed, scowling fighter from his prime.
"I've been through so many ups and downs since my last fight with Kevin McBride," Tyson said. "I've been in rehab. I've been in prison, been locked up. Never in a million years did I believe I'd be doing this."
According to reports, Paul will get $40 million for the fight, a number he mentioned at another news conference in New York in August. 

    


Tyson, who had two stints in prison over convictions in the 1990s for rape and assault and declared bankruptcy 21 years ago, will get $20 million. Tyson has said he isn't doing the fight for money.
"That old Mike Tyson ... he doesn't have no more purpose in my life. He just doesn't exist," Tyson said. "I'm having a good time in my life. I don't have much time left, so I'm having the best time of my life."
Several states wouldn't sanction the bout. Texas agreed to a fight that was eight rounds instead of 10 or 12, with two-minute rounds instead of three, and heavier gloves designed to lessen the power of punches.
Paul has faced persistent questions about why he would fight someone so much older, regardless of Tyson's pedigree. His answers have been consistent.
"I say talk to Mike and tell Mike that," Paul said. "He's the one that wanted it to be a pro fight and me, as a young person in this sport, is not going to (pass) up the opportunity to fight the GOAT of boxing. It's like Ja Morant turning down a 1-v-1 against LeBron. It's not going to happen."

    


There is a high-profile championship fight on the card -- the co-main event of Katie Taylor vs. Amanda Serrano.
Paul said he wanted to give the women a spotlight after their slugfest at sold-out Madison Square Garden in 2022. It was the first time women headlined a boxing event at the famous venue. 
Taylor won a split decision that many questioned. Bidarian and Paul say the rematch for the undisputed super welterweight title will be the most lucrative women's sporting event in history.

"A lot of people said the real main event is Taylor-Serrano," Bidarian said. "I'm OK if you feel that way. Jake has said he's more excited about that fight than his own fight. But we wanted to ensure the most eyeballs got to see that fight. To be quite honest with ourselves, Paul-Tyson draws a bigger audience."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/mike-tyson-jake-paul-fight-443168254174c23f7e9a8b7deb4c9173
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            FILE - Lindsey Vonn of the United States, reacts in the finish area after completing the Women's downhill at the Vancouver 2010 Olympics in Whistler, British Columbia, Feb. 17, 2010. (AP Photo/Gero Breloer, File)
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            FILE - Bronze medal winner Lindsey Vonn, of the United States, smiles during the flower ceremony for the women's downhill at the 2018 Winter Olympics in Jeongseon, South Korea, Feb. 21, 2018. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena, File)
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            FILE - Bronze medalist Lindsey Vonn of the United States hold the Stars and Stripes during the flower ceremony for the Women's super-G at the Vancouver 2010 Olympics in Whistler, British Columbia, Feb. 20, 2010. (AP Photo/Gero Breloer, File)
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                                        PARK CITY, Utah (AP) -- Lindsey Vonn is coming out of retirement to rejoin the U.S. Ski Team, she announced Thursday, intending to race again at age 40 -- and six years after her last Olympics.
Vonn is a three-time Olympic medalist, including a downhill gold and super-G bronze at the 2010 Vancouver Games, and a bronze in the downhill at the 2018 Pyeongchang Games. She is also a four-time overall World Cup champion and owns eight world championships medals.
Her 82 World Cup race victories stood as the record for a woman until that total was eclipsed in January 2023 by American Mikaela Shiffrin, who is still active and is now up to 97 wins -- more than any Alpine ski racer in the history of the sport.
Before eclipsing Vonn's total, Shiffrin said: "I don't know if I could fill Lindsey's shoes, the way that she has worn them."
Vonn's last competition came in February 2019, after she dealt with a long series of injuries throughout her career.

    


There were broken arms and legs, torn knee ligaments, concussions and more.
Just this April, years after leaving the World Cup circuit, she had surgery for a partial knee replacement.


Vonn has been training in recent months, U.S. Ski & Snowboard said Thursday.
"Getting back to skiing without pain has been an incredible journey," Vonn said, adding that she wants to "continue to share my knowledge of the sport with these incredible women" on the American roster.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Vonn is back with the team effective immediately, but it is not yet known which particular races she will be aiming to enter. The first downhill -- her specialty -- during the current World Cup season will be held at Beaver Creek, Colorado, in December.
U.S. Ski & Snowboard president and CEO Sophie Goldschmidt said Vonn's "dedication and passion towards Alpine skiing is inspiring, and we're excited to have her back on snow and see where she can go from here."

    


The next Winter Olympics are in Italy in February 2026, and while it's not clear whether Vonn plans to participate, the women's Alpine skiing events will be held in Cortina d'Ampezzo on the course where she holds the record of 12 victories.

Vonn can benefit from the International Ski and Snowboard Federation's new wild-card rule, which allows former champions to get decent starting numbers for races if they come out of retirement -- without having to regain ranking points in lower-level races.
Eight-time overall World Cup champion Marcel Hirscher took advantage of the new rule and recently returned after five years away.
___
AP skiing: https://apnews.com/hub/alpine-skiing

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/lindsey-vonn-comeback-skiing-olympics-cf0aad2667affe516e1f7ceae5fb951a



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Wembanyama shrugs off 50-point performance that leaves teammates in awe as Spurs top Wizards 139-130 | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Wembanyama shrugs off 50-point performance that leaves teammates in awe as Spurs top Wizards 139-130

    Wembanyama shrugs off 50-point performance that leaves teammates in awe as Spurs top Wizards 139-130

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 5 | 
            San Antonio Spurs forward Victor Wembanyama (1) drives against Washington Wizards' Kyle Kuzma during the second half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in San Antonio. San Antonio won 139-130. (AP Photo/Darren Abate)
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            San Antonio Spurs guard Chris Paul, second from left, speaks with Spurs forward Victor Wembanyama (1) during the second half of their NBA basketball game against the Washington Wizards, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in San Antonio. San Antonio won 139-130. (AP Photo/Darren Abate)
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            San Antonio Spurs forward Victor Wembanyama, right, passes to Spurs guard Blake Wesley during the second half of their NBA basketball game against the Washington Wizards, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in San Antonio. San Antonio won 139-130. (AP Photo/Darren Abate)
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            San Antonio Spurs' Victor Wembanyama (1) shoots against Washington Wizards' Alex Sarr (20) during the first half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in San Antonio. (AP Photo/Darren Abate)
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            San Antonio Spurs forward Victor Wembanyama (1) and Washington Wizards guard Bub Carrington fight for possession during the second half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in San Antonio. San Antonio won 139-130. (AP Photo/Darren Abate)
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                                        SAN ANTONIO (AP) -- Victor Wembanyama scored a career-high 50 points in a performance that left his San Antonio teammates and the opposition in awe.
Wembanyama shrugged, wondering when he will do better after the Spurs' 139-130 victory over the Washington Wizards on Wednesday night.
"Really, my first thought is, eventually I want the rest of our performances, the rest of our games to overshadow this one," said Wembanyama, the top pick in the 2023 draft. "I wish, I want to make it so that in the future it's just another one."
It's the pragmatism that has enabled Wembanyama to blossom into one of the league's youngest superstars.
"Very impressive," Spurs point guard Chris Paul said.
At 20 years 314 days, Wembanyama is the fourth-youngest player to score 50 points, trailing only Brandon Jennings (20/52), LeBron James (20/80) and Devin Booker (20/145).

    


"The big fella, man," San Antonio wing Julian Champagnie said. "I mean obviously that's not where it's going to be every night, but when he comes out with that mindset, man, it's hard to, it's hard (for the opposition). Big praise to him, big shout out to him. He's working on his game.




"So, we're super proud of him and that's what we expect from him."
Wembanyama was 8 for 16 on 3-pointers, establishing a career high after setting and tying that mark with six 3-pointers in his previous two games.
Wembanyama started quickly against the Wizards, hitting 3-pointers from 25 and 28 feet as the Spurs raced to a 13-3 lead.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Probably not (played against anyone) who does everything on a high level," Washington center Jonas Valanciunas said. "Them shots, the 3-point shots, we did everything to take that away, but he still managed them."
Wembanyama had 24 points in the first half, his highest production in a first half, and then matched his highest production for any half with 26 in the final two quarters against the Wizards.

    


Wembanyama is the first player in league history with 20 3-pointers and 25 blocks over a six-game span.
Wembanyama is the eighth player in San Antonio franchise history to score 50 points in a game. David Robinson holds the franchise record with 71 points against the Los Angeles Clippers on April 24, 1994.
That accomplishment may mean something later, but Wembanyama was already focused on the game Friday night against the Los Angeles Lakers to open the Emirates NBA Cup.

"I love to celebrate the small wins and the big wins for a short amount of time, but tomorrow, we're already locked in on the Lakers," Wembanyama said.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/nba
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            Milwaukee Bucks' Giannis Antetokounmpo celebrates after an overtime win against the Detroit Pistons after an NBA basketball game Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 10 | 
            Detroit Pistons' Wendell Moore Jr. fouls Milwaukee Bucks' Giannis Antetokounmpo during the second half of an NBA basketball game Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Milwaukee Bucks' Giannis Antetokounmpo dunks during the second half of an NBA basketball game against the Detroit Pistons Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Detroit Pistons' Tobias Harris fouls Milwaukee Bucks' Giannis Antetokounmpo during the second half of an NBA basketball game Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Detroit Pistons' Isaiah Stewart pulls down Milwaukee Bucks' Giannis Antetokounmpo during the second half of an NBA basketball game Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Milwaukee. Stewart was ejected from the game. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Milwaukee Bucks' Giannis Antetokounmpo tries to get past Detroit Pistons' Tobias Harris during the second half of an NBA basketball game Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Milwaukee Bucks' Giannis Antetokounmpo shoots past Detroit Pistons' Jalen Duren during the second half of an NBA basketball game Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Detroit Pistons' Cade Cunningham shoots past Milwaukee Bucks' Giannis Antetokounmpo during the first half of an NBA basketball game Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Milwaukee Bucks' Giannis Antetokounmpo gets past Detroit Pistons' Tobias Harris during the second half of an NBA basketball game Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Milwaukee Bucks' Giannis Antetokounmpo celebrates with Gary Trent Jr. during overtime of an NBA basketball game against the Detroit Pistons Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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                                        MILWAUKEE (AP) -- Milwaukee Bucks coach Doc Rivers wasn't sure it was a good thing that Giannis Antetokounmpo scored 22 of the team's 24 first-quarter points on Wednesday night.
But Rivers could smile about it after Antetokounmpo finished with 59 points in the Bucks' 127-120 overtime victory against the Detroit Pistons. It was the highest total by any NBA player this season and five short of Antetokounmpo's career high of 64 set last season against the Indiana Pacers.
"I've seen a lot of great games as a player. Sitting next to Dominique (Wilkins) you obviously see a lot of great games," Rivers said, referring to his former Atlanta Hawks teammate. "It's funny how a coach thinks, though. We called a timeout and Giannis has 22 of our 24. This ain't good. I'm thinking the exact opposite. We've got to get somebody else involved in this.

    


"After the game, you realize how special this is. But during the game you're in a panic."
Antetokounmpo, who made 21 of 34 shots from the field and 16 of 17 free throws while adding 14 rebounds and seven assists, said he is striving to find the right balance as the 4-8 Bucks try to dig out of an early season hole.




They played Wednesday without point guard Damian Lillard, Khris Middleton and forward Bobby Portis because of injuries.
"Coming into this game, I realized I have to be aggressive," Antetokounmpo said. "While I was doing that, it was not working. We were down by 15, 18.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"In the second half, I had to keep my aggressiveness but keep on moving the ball. Now as a leader, you keep on going with that energy and mentality. Sometimes you've got to be able to do both."
Brook Lopez added 29 points and Taurean Prince, Andre Jackson Jr. and Gary Trent Jr. contributed to Milwaukee's rally.
Antetokounmpo was whistled for a foul with one second left in regulation and the score tied at 111, but Pistons forward Ron Holland II missed two free throws. That gave the Bucks a reprieve and they took advantage with a quick 8-0 run to open overtime, punctuated by a 3-pointer from Antetokounmpo.

    


"He has no quit in him," Lopez said. "Just to be able to watch it the last seven years, to see the way he was tonight. I'm still seeing new stuff."
Detroit's Isaiah Stewart was called for a flagrant foul 2 and ejected when he tugged Antetokounmpo down by the jersey late in the third quarter. That play proved pivotal as the Bucks outscored the Pistons 38-24 in the quarter and erased an 18-point deficit.
"I've been in that position many times in my life," Antetokounmpo said. "I have two older brothers that pushed me on the floor, were tough on me. It doesn't really faze me anymore. All I could think about was 'get up and make two free throws.'
"At the same time it's a dangerous play. It's not a basketball play."
Antetokounmpo said he gave his teammates a brief speech before the game.

"The first year I came to the Bucks (in 2013-14), we were one of the worst teams in the NBA," he said. "I was able to get a lot of opportunity and I was able to develop. Guys are missing right now. Instead of thinking Dame's not here, Khris is not here, Bobby is not playing, we should be thinking Andre (Jackson) is going to play, AJ (Green) is going to play.
"Don't take this moment for granted. All you can do is compete and you hope that your teammates follow."
___
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This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/bucks-antetokounmpo-f38bacf57200546a1d63875e41b43d5a



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Roger Penske adds Long Beach street race to portfolio as he holds off F1 and NASCAR interest | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Roger Penske adds Long Beach street race to portfolio as he holds off F1 and NASCAR interest

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Indianapolis Motor Speedway owner Roger Penske delivers the command before the Indianapolis 500 auto race at Indianapolis Motor Speedway in Indianapolis, May 26, 2024. (AP Photo/AJ Mast, File)
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                                        Roger Penske on Thursday added the most prestigious street race in North America to his portfolio with the purchase of the Grand Prix of Long Beach.
He bought the race from Gerry Forsythe, who owned half the event with the late Kevin Kalkhoven. Forsythe bought Kalkhoven's shares earlier this year amid reports both Formula 1 and NASCAR were interested in North America's longest-running street race.
Forsythe then turned around and sold the entire package to Penske Entertainment, a deal that ensures the Southern California race remains an IndyCar event at least through its contract with the city of Long Beach that runs through 2028.
Jim Michaelian, president and CEO of the Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach, told The Associated Press on Thursday the deal with the city only permits one three-day race weekend per calendar year in the port city.

    


This year marks the 50th running of the Grand Prix of Long Beach and it will return to network television with FOX set to broadcast the event April 13.
"We're incredibly proud to be the new stewards of this cherished and iconic event," Roger Penske said. "This is the most historic and prestigious street circuit race in North America, and we're excited to work with Jim Michaelian and his great team in Long Beach to ensure continued success and growth over the long term.




"This race and its loyal fans matter so much to everyone across the IndyCar community, and we're looking forward to a very special 50th anniversary celebration this April, as well."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Michaelian said Penske Entertainment "understands the special history and unique qualities that give us such a strong foundation and will be ideal partners as we continue to deliver an exceptional race weekend for our fans moving forward."
The three-day weekend regularly attracts crowds of more than 190,000 people to its 1.968-mile course that surrounds the Long Beach Convention & Entertainment Center. This year's race boasted the largest attendance in the modern IndyCar era.

Penske already owns IndyCar and Indianapolis Motor Speedway, and in October, Penske Entertainment announced a joint 2025 venture with the Dallas Cowboys and Texas Rangers on the Grand Prix of Arlington.
___
AP auto racing: https://apnews.com/hub/auto-racing
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- A heavy police presence but few visiting fans are expected when France hosts Israel in Nations League soccer on Thursday, a week after violence erupted in Amsterdam in connection with an Israeli club team's visit.
French police chief Laurent Nunez said 4,000 police officers and security staff will be deployed around the Stade de France, with another 1,500 police on public transport.
Paris authorities are on high alert following the violence in Amsterdam before and after a Europa League match between Ajax and Maccabi Tel Aviv. Dutch authorities say fans from both sides were involved in the unrest. The assaults on Maccabi fans sparked outrage and were widely condemned as antisemitic.
"What we learned from Amsterdam is that we need to be present in the public space including far away from the stadium," and in public transports before and after the match, Nunez said Thursday on French news broadcaster France Info.

    


Three months after hosting the Olympic closing ceremony, the atmosphere has gone from festive to fearful and the national stadium was expected to be three-quarters empty for the match. French President Emmanuel Macron and French Interior Minister Bruno Retailleau will be present. Former presidents Francois Hollande and Nicolas Sarkozy are also to attend. 




"We will not give in to antisemitism, anywhere. And violence, including in the French Republic, will never prevail, nor will intimidation," Macron told BFM TV channel.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Only 20,000 of 80,000 tickets have been sold with around 150 Israel supporters reportedly attending, escorted by police.
"We've tried to prepare for this match as normally as possible. But obviously none of us within the team can be insensitive to such a heavy context," France coach Didier Deschamps said Wednesday. "It impacts the amount of supporters present tomorrow and everything that goes with it."

    


The away match against Israel on Oct. 10 -- which France won 4-1 -- was played in Budapest, Hungary.
"These are situations the players are not accustomed to," Deschamps said. "But we have to adapt."
The low number of visiting fans comes after Israel's National Security Council warned citizens abroad to avoid sports and cultural events, specifically the match in Paris.
Retailleau told French news channel TF1 on Tuesday that no specific threats were identified but "zero risk does not exist."
Therefore, he said, exceptional measures are in place "before the match, during the match and after the match."
The elite tactical unit of the French National Police, known as RAID, will be in the stadium and some police will be in plain clothes mingling with fans. There will also be heavy surveillance within Paris, including at Jewish places of worship and schools. 
"It is out of the question that we take the risk of seeing a repeat of the dramatic events, of the manhunt, that we saw in Amsterdam," Retailleau said, adding that postponing or moving the game elsewhere was ruled out. 
"France does not submit, and the France-Israel match will take place where it's supposed to," he said.

    


In Amsterdam, a number of Maccabi fans attacked a cab and chanted anti-Arab slogans while some men carried out "hit and run" attacks on people they thought were Jews, according to city Mayor Femke Halsema.
After the match, parts of a large group of Maccabi supporters armed with sticks ran around "destroying things," a 12-page report on the violence issued by Amsterdam authorities said. 
There were also "rioters, moving in small groups, by foot, scooter or car, quickly attacking Maccabi fans before disappearing," it said.
Protests erupted in Paris on Wednesday night against a controversial gala organized by far-right figures in support of Israel.
The game in Saint-Denis, the suburb north of Paris, is scheduled to kick off at 8:45 p.m. local time (1945 GMT).
A pro-Palestinian demonstration is organized on a Saint-Denis plaza at 6 p.m. local time to protest against the match.

Nine years ago, Stade de France was one of several locations during the Nov. 13 terror attacks in which 130 people died. France was playing Germany that night when two explosions happened outside the stadium.
Deschamps, Germany coach Joachim Low and all of the players stayed together in the locker rooms for hours until it was safe to leave.
"It's a sad date for us given what happened in 2015," Deschamps said. ___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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                                        TURIN, Italy (AP) -- There "could have been better communication" in explaining the rules involved in Jannik Sinner's doping case, ATP Tour chairman Andrea Gaudenzi acknowledged Thursday.
However, Gaudenzi said at the ATP Finals that anyone hinting that a "double standard" was applied because of top-ranked Sinner's status is "unfair because the rules have been the same."
Sinner is playing at home this week for the first time since it was announced before his U.S. Open title that he tested positive for an anabolic steroid in two separate drug tests in March.
The case wasn't made public until August.
"I learned the day before we all learned," Gaudenzi said in his first public comments on the case. He spoke in a round-table discussion with international reporters.
"And to be honest, I'm happy about that. I really thank the ITA (International Testing Agency) and our representatives there for intentionally keeping me and our entire team in the dark because that's how it should be.

    


"It should be completely independent and that was agreed by the (parties). It was a shock, but obviously comforted by the evidence afterward."




A decision by an independent tribunal to clear Sinner of wrongdoing was appealed by the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) in September and the Switzerland-based Court of Arbitration for Sport is expected to make a final ruling on the case early next year.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Sinner's explanation was that the banned performance-enhancer entered his system unintentionally through a massage from his physiotherapist, who used a spray containing the steroid to treat his own cut finger.
WADA is seeking a ban of one to two years for Sinner.
"We are completely external and it's (an) independent process," Gaudenzi said. "I generally think has been a fair process. It was really done by the book and by the rules. Maybe there could have been better communication in explaining those rules, and that is something that I would urge every party involved to work better in the next time."

    


ATP Finals future will be revealed
Gaudenzi said he plans to announce on Sunday the future host of the ATP Finals. The contract with Turin expires next year and there is an option to move the event to nearby Milan at a bigger arena being built for the 2026 Milan-Cortina Olympics.
"We are all super happy with what's happened here in Turin and of course we've been a bit lucky with the players in Italy," Gaudenzi said. "It's not only Jannik but also Matteo Berrettini played the first edition. Nobody could foresee that.

"We knew we were going to a tennis country," said Gaudenzi, who is Italian and a former pro player. "(Finals) should definitely go in a market that loves tennis. ... It's obviously going to get better if you have a local hero, no doubt."
Gaudenzi does not want to move the finals too far away geographically from the previous stop on the circuit, the Paris Masters.
"We want to try to avoid the players to fly around the world," he said, "because they do enough traveling all over throughout the year."
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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            St. John's head coach Rick Pitino reacts during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against Wagner Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            St. John's guard RJ Luis Jr. (12) reacts with teammates during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against Wagner Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            St. John's guard Simeon Wilcher shoots during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Wagner Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in New York. St. John's won 66-45. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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    The AP Top 25 men's college basketball poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


NEW YORK (AP) -- In their return to the national rankings, Rick Pitino and his St. John's team didn't exactly look ready for prime time.
Not to start, at least. The finish was pretty encouraging.
Deivon Smith drained a 3-pointer midway through the second half to spark an 18-0 spurt that propelled No. 22 St. John's past Wagner 66-45 on Wednesday night for its first victory as a Top 25 team in almost 10 years.
"I'm impressed, even though we're much more talented than Wagner," said Pitino, the Hall of Fame coach in his second season with the Red Storm. "They turned up the heat and made shots, and they were very poised when it counted."
St. John's (3-0) jumped into the AP Top 25 poll this week for the first time since January 2019. It earned its first win as a ranked squad since topping Tulane on Dec. 28, 2014. 
And for Pitino, it was his first game coaching a Top 25 team since 2017 at Louisville.

    


He didn't think his players thought much about any of that, though.
"It's nice for the fans. Certainly we're proud of that," Pitino said. "We need to get the subway alumni back. We've got great fans, but we don't have a lot of them.




"In New York, there's a lot to do, so there's only one way to get fans and that's to win." 
Now the schedule gets much tougher, beginning Sunday against New Mexico (3-0) in the first of eight home games at Madison Square Garden this season.
It will be a family affair pitting Pitino against his son, Richard, coach of a Lobos team that reached the NCAA Tournament last season and defeated then-No. 22 UCLA 72-64 in Nevada last week.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"New Mexico is probably the No. 1 offensive-pace team in the country, and I know it better than anybody," Rick Pitino said. "So, we've got to get ready for this pace. They've got a great guard, they've got great support players, they've got a terrific inside player. This is a tough, tough test." 

    


The elder Pitino is 2-1 in coaching matchups against his son, with both wins coming when he was at Louisville. Richard Pitino beat his dad's Iona team two years ago at The Pit.
"They're capable of beating us, I know that," Rick Pitino said. "I never have thought of disowning a son, but it may come to that." 
After that, St. John's faces No. 12 Baylor next Thursday in the Bahamas and either No. 11 Tennessee or Virginia the following day.
"I don't know how good we are. I don't know. It's a question mark right now," Pitino said. "So, we're going to find out."
"I am excited. I like my team a lot. But it's the unknown right now," he added. "We're going to be in some very close games. We're going to have to make free throws and execute."
Foul shooting was a problem against Wagner (1-2), the Northeast Conference school on Staten Island where Dan Hurley, back-to-back NCAA champion at UConn, got his start as a college head coach from 2010-12.
St. John's finished 18 for 30 (60%) at the free-throw line but held the Seahawks to 29% percent shooting from the field -- including 5 for 24 (21%) from 3-point range.
"We contested almost every shot. I think we're ready defensively," Pitino said. "I think offensively we've just got to get a feel for each other a little bit more."

    


Playing before a crowd of 4,751 at Carnesecca Arena on its Queens campus, St. John's led just 39-37 before Kadary Richmond blocked a shot and fed Smith for a transition 3 with 9:54 remaining. 
"That was a big play," Pitino said. "I think the shooting at the end when the game was in question was magnificent. The defense was great the whole night, basically."
Brady Dunlap made a 3 and later converted a three-point play with 5:48 left that capped the decisive 18-0 run. 
Even early this season, Pitino called his team's poise under game pressure "unique." 
"I'd say we showed toughness and pulled together," Richmond said.
Richmond, a heralded transfer from Seton Hall, didn't start and finished with two points and seven assists. RJ Luis Jr. also came off the bench and scored a team-high 13.
"I know Kadary is ready to play. I know RJ is ready to play. I wanted to see some of the other guys, see some of the lineups," Pitino said. "I wanted to experiment a little bit."
"When (the lead) was three tonight, there was no panic. They took the shots that were there, so I have confidence in them," he added. "But we're going to have to play great to beat New Mexico. We're going to have to play great to beat Baylor. We know that."

    


___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 all season. Sign up here. AP college basketball:  https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-basketball-poll  and  https://apnews.com/hub/college-basketball
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            Rory McIlroy of Northern Ireland hits off the first tee during the first round of World Tour Golf Championship in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Altaf Qadri)
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            Rory McIlroy of Northern Ireland, left, and Thriston Lawrence of South Africa wait before the first tee off during the first round of World Tour Golf Championship in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Altaf Qadri)
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            Thriston Lawrence of South Africa hits off the first tee during the first round of World Tour Golf Championship in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Altaf Qadri)
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            Tyrell Hatton of England hits off the first tee during the first round of World Tour Golf Championship in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Altaf Qadri)
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            Paul Waring of England hits off the first tee during the first round of World Tour Golf Championship in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Altaf Qadri)
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            Billy Horschel of the United States hits off the first tee during the first round of World Tour Golf Championship in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Altaf Qadri)
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- Rory McIlroy was already an overwhelming favorite to win the European tour's season-long Race to Dubai title.
He made his chances even better on Thursday.
McIlroy shot 5-under 67 and was tied for the lead with Tyrrell Hatton after the first round of the season-ending World Tour Championship.
A top-10 finish will guarantee McIlroy wins the year-long points race -- formerly known as the Order of Merit -- for the sixth time, tying with the late Seve Ballesteros and moving two behind Colin Montgomerie's record haul.
Thriston Lawrence, the South African who is second in the Race to Dubai standings behind McIlroy, is the only player who can catch the Northern Irishman and opened with a 73, leaving him six strokes behind his rival already.
"I am under no illusions that that was probably Thriston's worst day," McIlroy said.

    


Lawrence has to win -- nothing less is good enough -- and then needs McIlroy to finish tied for 11th or lower.
Paul Waring, the winner in Abu Dhabi last week in the first event of the end-of-season playoffs, was alone in third place after a 68 and American golfer Billy Horschel was in a seven-way tie for fourth place, one stroke further back.




The No. 3-ranked McIlroy made six birdies, the highlight coming on the par-3 17th when he rolled in a 50-footer to join Hatton in the lead.
The par-5 last hole offered a good chance for McIlroy to take the outright lead, especially after he split the fairway with his drive. He leaked his approach right, failed to find the green with his third shot and narrowly missed his birdie attempt.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
McIlroy was playing alongside Lawrence in the final group and said he was thinking of more than what the South African was doing. 
"I want to go on from here and win the golf tournament," McIlroy said. "I have opened with a really good score but I need to go out and play similarly over these next three days."

    


Hatton, who plays on the LIV Golf circuit, finished two shots back in second place last week after a closing 64 and carried that form to Dubai, even though he didn't feel too comfortable around the Earth Course.

"To be honest, I feel like the score was better than it felt," the No. 18-ranked Hatton said. "I felt I was tinkering over most tee shots and at times, I felt like my misses were bigger than perhaps they have been over the last month or so."
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


No. 17 Clemson (7-2, 6-1 ACC), at Pittsburgh (7-2, 3-2), Saturday, noon ET (ESPN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Clemson by 10.
Series record: Pitt leads 3-2.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
The Tigers can keep its hopes of reaching the ACC title game alive with a victory over the suddenly struggling Panthers, who have dropped two straight following a 7-0 start. Pitt is still technically in the mix for the conference championship game but the Panthers have more pressing needs, like fixing an offense that has taken significant steps backward over the last month.
KEY MATCHUP
Pitt's offensive line vs. Clemson's defensive front. The Panthers have struggled to protect redshirt freshman quarterback Eli Holstein, who left last week's loss to Virginia after taking a shot to the head while sliding. While Clemson's pass rush isn't quite as fierce as it has been during its decade-plus run among the ACC's and nation's elite, the Tigers might not have to be to make things difficult against a line that looked disjointed against the Cavaliers.




PLAYERS TO WATCH
Clemson: QB Cade Klubnik. The junior's numbers have dipped in recent weeks. He's completing just 54% of his passes in November and absorbed a season-high four sacks against Virginia Tech last Saturday. Pitt figures to bring pressure regularly, meaning there will be chances to make plays downfield if Klubnik can hang in there.
Pittsburgh: LB Kyle Louis. The sophomore's four interceptions rank fifth nationally and is tops among linebackers. Louis is also tied for the team lead with five sacks. The speedy Louis plays with an edge that Pitt desperately needs as it tries to figure its way out of a funk that has taken some of the shine off the program's best start in over 40 years.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
This is the first meeting between the schools since the Panthers beat Clemson 27-17 at Acrisure Stadium 2021 on their way to an ACC title. ... Clemson needs a win and at least one loss by No. 12 Miami or two losses by No. 14 SMU to make it to the ACC title game for the seventh time in the last 10 years. ... Holstein's status could be uncertain. The Alabama transfer took a shot to the head at the end of a scramble in the third quarter against the Cavaliers. If he can't go, Nate Yarnell will get the start. ... Pitt's offense has cooled off considerably in conference play. The Panthers are averaging 351 yards in ACC games (13th) after averaging 522 yards during its nonconference schedule. ... Panther RB Desmond Reid has been one of the few offensive bright spots during Pitt's recent dip. The transfer from Western Carolina is fifth in the country in all-purpose yards (155.63). ... Pitt's pressure has picked up in recent weeks. The Panthers are fifth in the FBS in sacks per game (3.33). 
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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No. 3 Texas (8-1, 4-1 Southeastern Conference, No. 3 CFP) at Arkansas (5-4, 3-3 SEC), Saturday, noon ET (ABC)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Texas by 13 1/2.
Series record: Texas leads 56-23.
What's atsStake
This matchup between Texas and Arkansas is the renewal of their old rivalry from their Southwest Conference days. No. 3 Texas is positioned well for a College Football Playoff berth. A loss might not knock the Longhorns out, but they would rather not tempt fate. Their only loss, against Georgia, isn't the resume-builder it could have been since the Bulldogs lost to Ole Miss last week. Arkansas failed to clinch bowl eligibility two weeks ago against Ole Miss. An upset over Texas would keep coach Sam Pittman's seat from added heat. 
Key matchup
Texas quarterback Quinn Ewers vs. Arkansas pass defense. Ewers is a Heisman contender who improved his case last week by throwing five touchdown passes against Florida. Arkansas allowed six touchdowns and 562 yards through the air against Ole Miss in its previous game two weeks ago. Arkansas is last in the SEC in passing defense and 125th in the FBS, allowing 266 yards per game. 

    


Players to watch
Texas: WR Isaiah Bond, who reignited a sluggish Texas offense last week against Florida after an ankle injury kept him out of the previous game. His speed challenges defense and he's often the first passing option for Ewers.
Arkansas: Starting quarterback Taylen Green should be healthy (knee) after exiting against Ole Miss for the second half. He averages 246 yards passing per game and is third among SEC quarterbacks in yards rushing.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts and figures
Ewers has the eighth-best odds to win the Heisman, according to BetMGM. ... Texas has won nine in a row on an opponent's home field. The two road games Texas has lost the last two seasons have been on neutral fields ... The Longhorns defense has forced multiple turnovers in four consecutive games ... Texas ranks No. 2 nationally in total defense, No. 1 in fewest passing yards allowed ... Texas joins Miami as the only teams in the country to have seven players with at least two touchdown receptions this season.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Northwestern head coach David Braun paces the sideline during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Purdue in West Lafayette, Ind., Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)
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            Northwestern quarterback Jack Lausch (12) throws against Purdue during the first half of an NCAA college football game in West Lafayette, Ind., Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)
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            Northwestern offensive lineman Ben Wrather (71) celebrates after Northwestern scored a touchdown during overtime of an NCAA college football game in West Lafayette, Ind., Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024. Northwestern defeated Purdue 26-20 in overtime. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)
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No one needs to remind coach Ryan Day what's at stake for No. 2 Ohio State.
The Buckeyes probably have to win their remaining games to keep their national championship hopes alive, and they sure can't afford a letdown against Northwestern at Wrigley Field on Saturday.
"Every week for us is like the playoffs right now," Day said. "We're fighting for a chance to get to Indianapolis (for the Big Ten championship game). It's always a topic of conversation, and it's going to come down to our seniors and leaders and how they echo that message."
Ohio State (8-1, 5-1 Big Ten, No. 2 CFP) is in a good spot, though with little margin for error. That all but disappeared last month with a 32-31 loss at Oregon, which was ranked No. 3 at the time and now sits atop the AP poll.
Though that stung, the Buckeyes' path to a national championship didn't disappear. It just got narrower. One more loss could keep the Buckeyes out of the 12-team playoff field.

    


They bounced back from that Oregon game with a sloppy and narrow win over Nebraska two weeks later. Ohio State followed that up by beating then-No. 3 Penn State 20-13 in Happy Valley and shellacking Purdue 45-0 last week.




They'll try to keep it going against Northwestern before the schedule takes a tougher turn. No. 5 Indiana and Michigan visit The Horseshoe before a potential trip to the Big Ten Championship game.
This is the first of two games at Wrigley Field for Northwestern (4-5, 2-4), which is coming off a bye after a 26-20 overtime win at Purdue. The Wildcats host Illinois at the famed ballpark on Nov. 30. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Northwestern's first five home games were at its temporary lakefront facility. A new Ryan Field being built on the site of the old stadium is scheduled to open in 2026.
"I do think we benefit from the fact that not only has the program been to Wrigley prior, but we were there just last year," Northwestern coach David Braun said, referring to a loss to Iowa. "Logistically, I think there are a lot of things our guys are comfortable with in terms of what game day is gonna look like."

    


'Friendly' conditions
Ohio State practiced on grass to try to simulate the conditions at Wrigley Field. The Buckeyes also planned to walk around the ballpark and check it out on Friday, something they don't normally do when they play at other stadiums.
"It's a very unique place with unbelievable history, and so it's a great opportunity for us," Day said. 
Take me out...
This won't be the first time Ohio State and Northwestern meet in a stadium housing a major league baseball team.
In 1991, the Buckeyes beat the Wildcats 34-3 before 73,830 at Cleveland's Municipal Stadium -- longtime home to baseball's Indians and the NFL's Browns. That was officially a home game for Northwestern as part of a deal with Browns owner Art Modell to move the matchup from Evanston, Ill., and give a cash-strapped athletic department a financial boost.
Jeremiah rising
Freshman receiver Jeremiah Smith has lived up to all the hype that followed him to Ohio State as the top overall recruit in the country.
Will Howard found him on a crossing route for a 17-yard touchdown Saturday that cemented his spot as the most prolific freshman wideout in school history. His ninth touchdown of the season broke a tie with Cris Carter, who had eight in 1984. Smith had already surpassed Carter to set new freshman school records for receptions (45) and receiving yards (765).

    


Series-ly speaking
Ohio State is 65-14-1 all-time against Northwestern and has won 10 in a row in the series. The Wildcats' most recent victory was 33-27 in overtime at Ryan Field in 2004.
The two teams haven't played in Columbus since 2016. They met in Evanston in 2019 and 2022 and in the 2018 and 2020 Big Ten Championship games.
On target
Howard came up big again last week, throwing for three touchdowns and running for a score. He was 21 for 26 for 260 yards, another steady effort for a player who ranks second in the nation in completion percentage and third in passing efficiency. 
___
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GAINESVILLE, Fla. (AP) -- No one at LSU and Florida can be happy about what happened last weekend.
The Tigers had no answer for dynamic quarterback Jalen Milroe in a 42-13 loss to Alabama. The Gators hardly stopped anyone in a 49-17 drubbing at Texas.
Both are looking for bounce backs from beatdowns in the Swamp on Saturday.
No. 21 LSU (6-3, 3-2 Southeastern Conference) dropped out of College Football Playoff contention with consecutive losses to ranked teams, Texas A&M and then the Crimson Tide. Florida (4-5, 2-4), meanwhile, got trounced for the third time this season and is trying to avoid a three-game skid.
Both insist they have plenty to play for down the stretch. The Tigers need to win out to notch a third straight 10-win season under coach Brian Kelly. The Gators need to win two of their remaining three to become bowl eligible.

    


"I'm not in a position to worry about what people are saying about the overall health of the program," said Kelly, whose Tigers have won 10 of 13 over the past year. "We have one of the top recruiting classes in the country. Those things are only going to continue to get better and a championship program is what we're going to have here."




Napier got a vote of confidence from athletic director Scott Stricklin and somewhat of a guarantee that he will remain in place for 2025. But, like Kelly, he has work to do to win back a frustrated fan base.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"What happened this past weekend is not acceptable," Napier said. "It's not good enough. We certainly know we're capable of playing better. ... Talent is never enough. And the big focus here as we approach the game is doing all the things that require no talent at a really high level so we can maximize our opportunities."
Florida counting on Lagway's return
The Gators expect to get one of their most talented players back. Freshman quarterback DJ Lagway is recovering from a strained left hamstring sustained against Georgia on Nov. 2 and could provide a much-needed spark for an offense that managed 439 yards and 27 points in six-plus quarters with walk-on and Yale transfer Aidan Warner subbing.
"It's crazy to see how much effort he is putting into playing," left tackle Austin Barber said of Lagway. "He's doing a good job."

    


Turnover trouble for the Tigers
LSU quarterback Garrett Nussmeier has six turnovers in the past six quarters, including three interceptions in the second half against Texas A&M and a fumble and two picks against Alabama.
Kelly insists he's not in danger of being benched.
Nussmeier ranks second in the SEC with 2,866 yards passing and 21 touchdowns. But his 11 interceptions also are second most in the league, behind only Georgia's Carson Beck.
"Nuss is a gunslinger. Our confidence in Nuss is to the ceiling," LSU receiver Zavion Thomas insisted. "We know what he's capable of. We know he's a great quarterback."
LSU's unbalanced attack
Kelly suggested that one reason Nussmeier has struggled recently stems from LSU's inconsistent running game. Nussmeier threw on 42 LSU's 66 offensive plays against Alabama.
"We need more balance within the offense," Kelly said.

    


More injury woes for the Gators
The Gators hope last week was a fluke. They played without four defensive backs, including starting cornerbacks Jason Marshall and Devin Moore, and got torched by Quinn Ewers for 333 yards passing and five touchdowns. Marshall is out for the season with a shoulder injury. Moore, safety Asa Turner and cornerback Ja'Keem Jackson already have been ruled out against LSU.
The injuries have prompted safety Trikweze Bridges to switch to cornerback and forced sophomore Cormani McClain into a starting role.
"I'm looking forward to playing our game ... and bring that swagger back," Bridges said. "We didn't play up to our expectations against Texas so we're looking to bring what we know we can do to the game."
___
AP Sports Writer Brett Martel in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, contributed to this report.
___
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            Texas quarterback Quinn Ewers (3) throws against Florida during the first half of an NCAA college football game in Austin, Texas, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


FAYETTEVILLE, Ark. (AP) -- Texas appears to be in prime position to clinch a spot in the College Football Playoff with three regular season games left. 
The third-ranked Longhorns have just one ranked opponent among the three left on their schedule -- Texas A&M.
Before Texas plays that old Southwest Conference rival, another past foe from that league -- unranked Arkansas -- would love to play spoiler first. 
Texas (8-1, 4-1 SEC, No. 3 CFP) may not consider Arkansas one of its biggest rivals, but the reverse isn't true. Texas learned that the hard way in 2021, when they left Fayetteville with a 40-21 loss and the fans rushed the field. The teams will meet Saturday for the first time as SEC opponents.
"I don't know what (former Texas coach) Darrell Royal did to Arkansas back in the day, but they absolutely hate our guts," Texas coach Steve Sarkisian said. "And I think we learned that the first time around when we went there."

    


Arkansas coach Sam Pittman is embracing the madness. He showed his team highlights of the Razorbacks' games against Texas from the past. Not that they needed extra motivation, as Texas' ranking and Arkansas position one win short of bowl eligibility should provide the necessary vigor.




"(Sarkisian) said it the best -- Arkansas might dislike Texas more than they like themselves," Pittman said. "Might be a true statement. We understand that. We do understand the rivalry and we've tried to educate the kids on the rivalry."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Texas is heavily favored. Quarterback Quinn Ewers improved his position in the Heisman Trophy conversation after throwing five touchdown passes in a 49-17 win over Florida. And the Longhorns feature the No. 2 defense in the country.
Texas may not see Arkansas (5-4, 3-3) as a rival, but Sarkisian still respects what the Razorbacks are and have been.
"There's been some great games historically that these two teams have butted heads on," Sarkisian said. "Obviously we're looking forward to the opportunity." 

    


Speed returns
Texas wide receiver Isaiah Bond's return to the lineup helped revive a sluggish offense. Bond had struggled with a nagging ankle injury for several games and sat out Texas' win over Vanderbilt. He returned against Florida and had a 44-yard rush on a misdirection play and a 34-yard touchdown on a screen pass. His quickness in tight spaces and breakaway speed in the open field can set up defensive mismatches for Texas to exploit. Bond has 26 catches for 435 yards and five touchdowns and is often Ewers' primary target when healthy.
Texas running game
Texas ranks just ninth in the SEC in rushing. Freshman Jerrick Gibson got a chance to jump start the Longhorns with 16 carries for 100 yards against Florida. Both were team highs and Gibson produced just the third 100-yard rushing game by a Texas back this season. But he also had to carry a football to class this week after a fumble. 
"It's not just carrying it around like Walter Payton used to do it, like a loaf of bread. I mean, it's tucked up in here -- his wrist above his elbow, it's tight to his rib cage. He's got his claw on the ball," Sarkisian said.
Quintrevion Wisner led the team in rushing three consecutive games before Gibson's breakout effort against the Gators.

    


Chasing records
Ewers' five touchdown passes against Florida were one shy of the school record and he was pulled from the game early in the third quarter. Sarkisian said he didn't consider leaving him in. 
"I think records are made to be broken when they're meant to be broken. I don't think you should try to break records. I think that's when the football gods get you, and I try to stay on the good side of those guys," Sarkisian said. Ewers' 56 career touchdown passes in three seasons rank fifth in school history.
Action Jackson
Arkansas running back Ja'Quinden Jackson could return after missing three weeks with an injured ankle. When he has been on, Arkansas has been good. He has 10 rushing touchdowns this season and ranks fourth in the SEC in rushing. The Razorbacks have lost only two games in which Jackson has run for a score. 
___
AP Sports Writer Jim Vertuno in Austin, Texas contributed to this report.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                                        TURIN, Italy (AP) -- Top-ranked Jannik Sinner became the first player to advance to the semifinals at the ATP Finals on Thursday. U.S. Open finalist Taylor Fritz, meanwhile, needs to wait to find out if he's in or out.
Sinner was assured of a spot in the last four after Fritz rallied past Alex de Minaur 5-7, 6-4, 6-3 in their group.
Sinner won his opening two matches and plays Daniil Medvedev later. Last year, Sinner lost the final to Novak Djokovic, who pulled out injured this year.
Fritz also has two wins, while Medvedev is still in contention and could get to two wins by beating Sinner. De Minaur was mathematically eliminated without any wins in his finals debut.
The top two finishers in each group advance to the semifinals. The Sinner-Medvedev match will determine whether the other qualifier is Fritz or Medvedev.
"If I don't get through it's going to be tough because I did play two very good matches and lost to the best player in the world," Fritz said of his defeat to Sinner. "But if that happens I'm happy with my week and I'll leave with my head held high. But I'll definitely be checking in on the score tonight."

    


Alexander Zverev leads the other group ahead of Casper Ruud, Carlos Alcaraz and Andrey Rublev.




Fritz improved to 4-5 in his career against De Minaur and could pull level next week in a quarterfinal matchup between the United States and Australia at the Davis Cup Finals.

"I feel like he typically plays better in the team environment. I also feel like I play better in the team environment," Fritz said. "It's still going to be a nightmare to play him next week, too."
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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            New Mexico quarterback Devon Dampier (4) looks to throw the ball against Utah State in the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Logan, Utah. (Eli Lucero/The Herald Journal via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 4 | 
            Washington State quarterback John Mateer (10) carries the ball during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Utah State, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Pullman, Wash. (AP Photo/Young Kwak)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        No. 19 Washington State aims for fifth straight win this season vs resurgent New Mexico

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            New Mexico head coach Bronco Mendenhall watches as the team plays Utah State in the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Logan, Utah. (Eli Lucero/The Herald Journal via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 4

                                    
                                    New Mexico head coach Bronco Mendenhall watches as the team plays Utah State in the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Logan, Utah. (Eli Lucero/The Herald Journal via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 4 | 
            Washington State head coach Jake Dickert, center, directs his team during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Utah State, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Pullman, Wash. (AP Photo/Young Kwak)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 4

                                    
                                    Washington State head coach Jake Dickert, center, directs his team during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Utah State, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Pullman, Wash. (AP Photo/Young Kwak)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            New Mexico quarterback Devon Dampier (4) looks to throw the ball against Utah State in the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Logan, Utah. (Eli Lucero/The Herald Journal via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 4

                                    
                                    New Mexico quarterback Devon Dampier (4) looks to throw the ball against Utah State in the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Logan, Utah. (Eli Lucero/The Herald Journal via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 4 | 
            Washington State quarterback John Mateer (10) carries the ball during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Utah State, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Pullman, Wash. (AP Photo/Young Kwak)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 4

                                    
                                    Washington State quarterback John Mateer (10) carries the ball during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Utah State, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Pullman, Wash. (AP Photo/Young Kwak)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) -- On paper, No. 19 Washington State would seem to have an enormous advantage over New Mexico on Saturday.
The Cougars (8-1, No. 18 CFP ) are looking to sweep their final three games and perhaps enter the discussions for a spot in the 12-team playoffs. Washington State has won four straight games.
But the Lobos (4-6), after opening the season 0-4 under new coach Bronco Mendenhall, have gone 4-2 for an outside shot at bowl eligibility for the first time since 2016. New Mexico is looking for that keystone win that could pave the path to respectability.
"This is a team on the rise. I would say there's no doubt about it," Cougars coach Jake Dickert said of the Lobos. "You can see that (Mendenhall) is building something. And when you build something, it takes a little while to kind of see the fruits of your labor. In those early games, they were setting a foundation. I think he might be doing the best job of the country of utilizing their personnel."

    


Mendenhall is trying to look at this game as just another chance to move forward.
"They're the next team that we play to improve our program," he said. "And I know you've heard me say that before, and you're probably like, when is that going to change? Never. It's the next game for our team to improve. Ranked? Really cool. Their record? Awesome."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
EXPECT A SHOOTOUT
Washington State is averaging 39.3 points, which ranks eighth in the country. The Lobos are 30th, scoring 33.4 points.
The Cougars are allowing 27 points a game, checking in at 88th, while New Mexico is allowing 38.3 points a game, 130th among the 133 total teams.
The Lobos' 21-16 win last week against San Diego State was their first when scoring below 50 points.
DEFENSIVE CHALLENGES
Even for teams without defensive issues, Washington State presents a difficult task because of quarterback John Mateer.
"It's a challenge," Mendenhall said of trying to shutdown a quarterback like Mateer, who is on the watch lists for the Davey O'Brien, Manning and Maxwell awards. "Because a quarterback that's able to create and able to run challenges your defensive numbers. So anytime you want to play zone or play man free, or have anyone extra, that's a challenge because that means now every other defensive player will have to beat a block to make a play."

    


New Mexico has its own playmaker under center in Devon Dampier, who ranks just behind Mateer in total offense at 329.1 yards per game to 329.0.
"This quarterback is a problem," Dickert said. "He has more yards from scrimmage than John does. And hopefully that wakes everybody up. Like this guy is real. He's shorter, he's super fast. He has one of the highest explosive play rates in the country."
LOOKING AHEAD
Washington State has a game left against remaining PAC-12 foe Oregon State. It finishes the regular season against Wyoming in the only season of the ill-fated scheduling alliance with the Mountain West, which was left gutted by the PAC's move to add Utah State, Boise State, Fresno State, San Diego State and Colorado State for 2026.
New Mexico finishes its regular season at Hawaii after a bye week. Depending on the outcome Saturday, the game could be a final push for a bowl bid - most likely as Mountain West representative to the New Mexico Bowl in Albuquerque.
----
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            Oregon quarterback Dillon Gabriel (8) runs the ball as Maryland defensive lineman Daniel Owens (39) defends during the second half of an NCAA college football game on Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Eugene, Ore. Oregon won 39-18. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            Oregon running back Jordan James (20) runs against Maryland linebacker Ruben Hyppolite II (4) during an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Eugene, Ore. (AP Photo/Lydia Ely)
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            Oregon defensive back Tysheem Johnson (0) runs the ball against Maryland running back Roman Hemby (24) after an interception during an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Eugene, Ore. (AP Photo/Lydia Ely)
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            Wisconsin's Hunter Wohler (24) stops Penn State's Beau Pribula (9) during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024, in Madison, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Iowa running back Jaziun Patterson, center, is tackled by Wisconsin defensive lineman Curt Neal (92) and safety Hunter Wohler (24) during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in Iowa City, Iowa. Iowa won 42-10. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)
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            Wisconsin quarterback Braedyn Locke warms up before an NCAA college football game against Iowa, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in Iowa City, Iowa. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)
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MADISON, Wis. (AP) -- When Oregon and Wisconsin last faced off in the Rose Bowl on New Year's Day of 2020, the two programs legitimately could have considered themselves on equal footing.
They've gone in different directions ever since as they prepare to meet again Saturday night as conference rivals. No. 1 Oregon (10-0, 7-0 Big Ten, No. 1 College Football Playoff ) seems headed toward a playoff berth, while Wisconsin (5-4, 3-3) is merely attempting to have a winning season.
A victory at Camp Randall Stadium would make Oregon 11-0 for the first time since 2010, when the Ducks went on to lose to Cam Newton and Auburn in the BCS championship game. In its first year as a Big Ten member, Oregon already has gotten the hang of these Midwest trips with a 35-0 victory at Purdue and a 38-17 triumph at Michigan.
"Our guys are enjoying the work," Oregon coach Dan Lanning said. "We're still having a lot of fun coming up here every single day to get better and find ways to improve. And the challenge of this new conference and the travel and some of the teams we have to play has been a lot of fun for us, but we got more work to do."

    


Much has changed since Oregon capped that 2019 season with a 28-27 Rose Bowl victory over Wisconsin.




Oregon went a combined 21-6 and Wisconsin was 18-9 from 2018-19. Wisconsin earned double-digit wins five times in a six-year stretch from 2014-19.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
But in the five seasons since that Rose Bowl game, Oregon has gone 46-12 while Wisconsin is just 32-23. Oregon has won its 10 games this season by an average margin of 19.7 points, while Wisconsin has lost it last two games by a combined 47 points.
Wisconsin is a 14-point underdog Saturday, according to BetMGM Sportsbook. The Badgers have gone 2-14 in their last 16 games against Top 25 teams, including an 0-5 mark under second-year coach Luke Fickell.
"We have nothing to lose," Wisconsin safety Hunter Wohler said. "Really no one expects us to win this game or have a chance. So why not just go out there and play? We have no pressure on us. At this point in the season, we've got three games left to just go out and do whatever we can to win."

    


Record-setting QB
Oregon quarterback Dillon Gabriel has been responsible for an NCAA-record 180 touchdowns (147 passing, 32 rushing, 1 receiving) during a career that also included stops at UCF (2019-21) and Oklahoma (2022-23). Gabriel broke the record by throwing three touchdown passes Saturday in a 39-18 victory over Maryland.
The record previously was held by Case Keenum, who was responsible for 178 touchdowns (155 passing, 23 rushing) while playing at Houston from 2007-11.
Gabriel has completed 74.1% of his passes this season to lead all Football Bowl Subdivision quarterbacks. He has thrown 22 touchdown passes with five interceptions.
Another top-five opponent
Saturday will mark the third time this season that Wisconsin has hosted a team ranked in the top five. The Badgers lost to then-No. 4 Alabama 42-10 on Sept. 14 and fell to then-No. 3 Penn State 28-13 on Oct. 26.
Struggling Locke
Wisconsin quarterback Braedyn Locke has thrown three interceptions with only one touchdown pass during the Badgers' two-game skid. He has completed 56.8% of his passes with eight touchdowns and eight interceptions since taking over for Tyler Van Dyke, who tore his anterior cruciate ligament against Alabama.

    


Balanced Ducks
Oregon is ranked ninth among all FBS teams in total defense and 11th in total offense. The only other teams to be ranked in the top 15 in both categories are No. 2 Ohio State (15th in total offense, 1st in total defense, 2nd in CFP), No. 3 Texas (9th in total offense, 2nd in total defense, 3rd in CFP) and No. 6 Tennessee (8th in total offense, 5th in total defense, 7th in CFP).
Wisconsin's bowl streak
Wisconsin is one win away from becoming bowl eligible and two victories away from clinching a winning season. The Badgers have gone to a bowl game and have posted a winning record each of the last 22 seasons.
Wisconsin has the longest active streak of winning seasons for any Power Four program. The Badgers have the third-longest active bowl streak of any FBS team. Georgia will make its 27th straight bowl appearance this year. Oklahoma has played in a bowl game each of the last 24 seasons.
The Badgers follow up the Oregon game by visiting Nebraska (5-4, 2-4) and hosting Minnesota (6-4, 4-3).

    


___
AP Sports Writer Anne M. Peterson contributed to this report.
___
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            A general view of the Martin Carpena sportshall during the Billie Jean King Cup finals in Malaga, southern Spain, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, after today's matches were canceled due to heavy rain and postponed until tomorrow. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            A general view of the Martin Carpena sportshall during the Billie Jean King Cup finals in Malaga, southern Spain, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, after today's matches were canceled due to heavy rain and postponed until tomorrow. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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                                        MALAGA, Spain (AP) -- Japan reached the quarterfinals of the Billie Jean King Cup Finals for the first time since 2013 after rallying to defeat Romania 2-1 on Thursday.
Japan advanced when Eri Hozumi and Shuko Aoyama defeated Monica Niculescu and Elena Ruse 6-1, 7-5 in the deciding doubles match.
Ana Bogdan had put Romania ahead with a 6-2, 6-4 win over Nao Hibino in the first singles match of the day but Ena Shibahara pulled Japan level with a 6-4, 7-6 (2) victory over Jaqueline Cristian.
Japan will face Italy in the quarterfinals. The United States faced Slovakia later Thursday for a place in the last eight.
The the first match between Japan and Romania had been moved back two hours because of a severe weather alert that was in effect in the Malaga region until early in the day. The weather alert had already forced the opening meeting between Spain and Poland to be pushed back from Wednesday to Friday, when Germany is also facing Britain. 

    


The Billie Jean King Cup Finals is taking place about two weeks after a powerful storm caused flash floods that killed more than 200 people in the Valencia region, east of Malaga. 




The International Tennis Federation announced a donation to the Spanish Red Cross to support relief and recovery efforts in the region, and Spanish player Paula Badosa said she will donate half of her prize money to help the victims.
Both the Billie Jean King Cup Finals and the Davis Cup Finals are taking place in the southern Spanish city, with the men's competition beginning next week, also at the Palacio de Deportes.

It is the first time that the women's team tournament is taking place at the same venue as the Davis Cup and with overlapping dates. And for the second year in a row, it will offer equivalent prize money to the men's competition.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


SAN JOSE, Calif. (AP) -- Ashton Jeanty has gotten well-deserved hype for all his game-breaking runs that have put him in the thick of the Heisman Trophy race for Boise State.
Jeanty won't be the only prolific playmaker on the field when the 13th-ranked Broncos hit the road to face San Jose State on Saturday.
The Spartans (6-3, 3-2 Mountain West) have their own dynamic star that Boise State (8-1, 5-0 Mountain West, No. 13 CFP) will have to deal with in receiver Nick Nash.
Nash is on pace to win the receiving triple crown this season, leading all of FBS in receptions (86), yards receiving (1,156) and TD catches (13). He is starting to get some of the attention that has been on Jeanty all season.
"Nick Nash is one of the top receivers in the country and he deserves it," Boise State coach Spencer Danielson said. "He's strong when he goes up for catches. He's a matchup nightmare for defenses."

    


Nash has caught at least one TD pass in all nine games this season and has even thrown two TD passes but his numbers aren't quite like Jeanty's.
The Broncos' star back leads the nation with 192.7 yards rushing per game and with 23 TD runs. Even with defenses focusing their game plan on slowing him down, Jeanty has had four games this season with at least 200 yards rushing and five with at least three TD runs. 
"He's as good a back as I've seen," Spartans coach Ken Niumatalolo said. "Of the guys I've seen, he's the best back I've seen since Marshall Faulk. He has it all, physical, can run between the tackles, outside the tackles and take it to the house. He can run you over and he can make you miss."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
High stakes
Boise State is in position to make this a special season. With a win on Saturday and a loss by UNLV, the Broncos can clinch a spot in the Mountain West title game. Boise State is currently 13th in the CFP rankings and in position to earn a playoff spot as one of the five highest-ranked conference champions without another slipup. 

    


Big opportunity
Niumatalolo has an opportunity for a signature win in his first season as Spartans coach. San Jose State is 1-15 all-time against Boise State with the only win coming in the 2020 Mountain West title game. The Spartans have lost 10 straight games against ranked teams since beating No. 16 Fresno State in 2013 and Niumatalolo knows ending that streak against Boise State won't be easy.
"There's a reason they're 8-1," he said. "We will have our hands full but our kids are excited."
Close calls
The Broncos have pulled out a couple of tight games the past three weeks, winning by five points at UNLV on Oct. 25 and then overcoming two turnovers last week to hold off Nevada 28-21. Danielson credits the resiliency of his players for gutting out those wins.
"It's a testament to how hard they work and how much they love each other and finding a way to win those games," he said.
Home cooking
San Jose State is 4-0 at home this season and has won seven straight overall at Spartan Stadium. They last hosted the Broncos in 2019 in a back-and-forth game that Boise State pulled out 52-42.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                    FILE - Auburn's Payton Thorne (1) runs the ball during the second half of an NCAA football game against California, Sept. 7, 2024 in Auburn, Ala. (AP Photo/Stew Milne, File)
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                                        TRENTON, N.J. (AP) -- After an unexpected loss in which he threw four interceptions in September, Auburn quarterback Payton Thorne heard from bettors angry that his subpar statistics lost bets for them. Some contacted him over the Venmo cash transfer app, asking him to refund their losses.
In March, North Carolina basketball player Armando Bacot said he got over 100 direct messages on social media from angry gamblers when he did not make enough rebounds for their bets to win.
Now the state whose U.S. Supreme Court victory led to an explosion of legal sports betting across America is considering banning such bets involving the statistical performance of college athletes.
New Jersey argues that student athletes are more accessible and thus more vulnerable to pressure and harassment than professional players, given that they eat in the same dining halls, live in the same dorms and attend classes with many other students.

    


"Not all of what has come from the legalization of sports betting has been positive," said state Sen. Kristin Corrado.
A bill before the state Legislature would ban so-called proposition bets, commonly known as "props," on what a particular athlete does or doesn't do in a game. That can include how many touchdowns a quarterback throws, how many yards a running back accumulates, or how many rebounds a basketball player collects.




Austin Mayo, assistant director of government relations for the NCAA, said 1 in 3 players in sports that are heavily bet on have reported receiving harassment from gamblers. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The association wants such bets prohibited nationwide. If it passes the bill, New Jersey would join 13 other states that ban college prop bets, according to the American Gaming Association: Ohio, Maryland, Vermont, Louisiana, Arizona, Colorado, Massachusetts, Oregon, New York, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Virginia and West Virginia.

    


But Bill Pascrell III, a lobbyist for numerous gambling and sports-betting companies, said there has not been a demonstrable level of serious harm from college prop bets, which he said constitute 2% to 4% of the legal sports betting industry.
"When we ban any type of bet, particularly those that had been legalized, we're pushing the bettor to the black market," he said.
New Jersey allows betting on college games but prohibits it on teams from New Jersey or on games from out-of-state teams that are physically played in New Jersey.
Pascrell said that the recent tournament success of New Jersey colleges Seton Hall and St. Peter's were bet on, either with illegal offshore internet sites, or legally by gamblers traveling to other states where it is permitted.
The bill was approved and released from an Assembly committee Thursday. It still must be approved by both full chambers of the Legislature and signed by Gov. Phil Murphy to become law.

New Jersey's lawsuit challenging a ban on legal sports betting in all but four U.S. states led to a 2018 Supreme Court ruling allowing any state in the nation to offer it; 38 currently do, and Missouri will soon become the 39th.
___
Follow Wayne Parry on X at www.twitter.com/WayneParryAC 
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    The AP Top 25 women's college basketball poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


All Times EST
Thursday, Nov. 14
NBA
Dallas at Utah, 9 p.m.
NFL
Washington at Philadelphia, 8:15 p.m.
NHL
New Jersey at Florida, 7 p.m.
Philadelphia at Ottawa, 7 p.m.
San Jose at N.Y. Rangers, 7 p.m.
Winnipeg at Tampa Bay, 7 p.m.
St. Louis at Buffalo, 7:30 p.m.
Boston at Dallas, 8 p.m.
Montreal at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Nashville at Edmonton, 9 p.m.
Chicago at Seattle, 10 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Vancouver, 10 p.m.
TOP 25 WOMEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
No. 1 South Carolina vs. Coppin St., 7 p.m.
No. 8 Iowa St. vs. St. Thomas (Minn.), 7:30 p.m.
No. 10 Kansas St. vs. Creighton, 6:30 p.m.
No. 13 NC State vs. Kent St., 7 p.m.
No. 16 Duke vs. Dayton, 7 p.m.
No. 17 Baylor vs. East Texas A&M, 8 p.m.
No. 19 Mississippi at Delaware St., 5:30 p.m.
No. 22 Alabama vs. Alcorn St., 7 p.m.
No. 23 Illinois vs. E. Illinois, 7 p.m.
_____
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            SMU quarterback Kevin Jennings (7) celebrates after throwing a touchdown pass during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Pittsburgh in Dallas, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Gareth Patterson)
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            Boston College's Thomas Castellanos throws during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Virginia Tech, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024, in Blacksburg, Va. (AP Photo/Robert Simmons)
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            SMU head coach Rhett Lashlee, right, celebrates with quarterback Kevin Jennings (7) after scoring a touchdown during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Duke in Durham, N.C., Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben McKeown)
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            SMU head coach Rhett Lashlee walks the sideline during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Pittsburgh in Dallas, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Gareth Patterson)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


DALLAS (AP) -- SMU is all alone atop the Atlantic Coast Conference standings, and the 14th-ranked Mustangs have a direct path to the 12-team College Football Playoff even if their new league does end up getting only one team in the expanded field.
"We know we've got a lot at stake right now," quarterback Kevin Jennings said.
And really no room for error.
"I think we have a good resume. I think we've proven that we belong in the conversation," third-year Mustangs coach Rhett Lashlee said. "I'm not going to worry as much about us in that right now because we've got to take care of business. If we don't win, nothing matters. ... If we don't win the next three games, then we don't really have an argument. But if we do, then I think we've earned the right to have an argument."
The Mustangs (8-1, 5-0 ACC, No. 14 CFP) have three games left in the regular season to try to secure a spot in the ACC championship game, where a guaranteed CFP berth will be on the line. They host Boston College (5-4, 2-3) on Saturday, after an open date that followed a dominating win over previously undefeated Pittsburgh at home in their last game. They then play Virginia and California, both now 5-4 like the Eagles.

    


SMU is the only of the 17 ACC teams without a league loss, but last season's American Athletic Conference champion dropped a spot to 14th in the second CFP rankings released this week. The Mustangs are five below Miami, which fell from fourth to ninth after its first loss last weekend. Those two teams don't play in the regular season.




Boston College has changed starting quarterbacks going into its final road game and is trying to get bowl eligible in coach Bill O'Brien's first season. FIU transfer Grayson James is replacing Thomas Castellanos as the starter after giving the Eagles a second-half spark in their win Saturday over Syracuse. James' only start was a comeback victory over Western Kentucky on Sept. 28 because of injury to Castellanos, who stepped away from the team this week.
"I expect this transition to be seamless," BC tight end Jeremiah Franklin said.

    


Running Eagles
Boston College is coming off a season-high 313 yards rushing last week against Syracuse with two 100-yard rushers. Kye Robichaux ran for 198 yards and Jordan McDonald 133.
"We rushed for 300 yards so, you know, it was good," O'Brien said. "The line played well, the tight ends played well, the running backs ran well. So it was good."
SMU's defense leads the ACC and is fifth nationally allowing 90 yards rushing a game, which would be a single-season record. The Mustangs give up only 2.77 yards per carry.
Fenway rematch
This is a rematch of the Fenway Bowl last December when Castellanos had two fourth-quarter TD runs and the Eagles won 23-14 to snap SMU's nine-game winning streak.
"Not a bit," Lashlee said when asked what impact that game would have on this meeting. "They've got a new team. I think they're better this year. We have a new team. I think we're better this year. They've got a brand new coach. ... Obviously we didn't like the outcome of that game, they beat us. But it's not going to have any bearing on Saturday."
Eagles defensive end Neto Okpala does expect "a lot of trash talking. ... It'll be pretty entertaining, pretty fun, to play them again."

    


Streaking SMU
SMU has won six games since its 18-15 loss on Sept. 6 to No. 7 BYU, the Big 12 leader that is still undefeated.
The Mustangs have also won their last 14 regular-season conference games, a school-record streak that goes back to November 2022.
They have averaged 50.4 points over their last 13 home games, and that includes the BYU loss when all their points came on five field goals.
Davis recovery
There was a scary moment in the Pitt game when SMU cornerback AJ Davis was taken off the field in an ambulance after remaining down at the end of a special teams play just before halftime. After being taken to the hospital, he was back on the sideline with his teammates before the end of that game.
Davis returned to practice this week, though he wasn't immediately cleared for contact and considered questionable to play Saturday.
"Still, just think about where we were a few weeks ago," Lashlee said. "That's really good stuff."

    


___
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STANFORD, Calif. (AP) -- By getting a breakthrough win against Clemson before a bye week, Louisville made sure the stretch run to its season would still have plenty of meaning.
The 22nd-ranked Cardinals come back from their week off with a seemingly easier task as they travel to face new ACC foe Stanford on Saturday with slim hopes remaining of making the conference title game. 
Thanks to its first win in nine tries against Clemson, Louisville (6-3, 4-2, No. 19 CFP) remains within reach of first-place SMU, Miami and Clemson in the standings but will need plenty of help over the next three weeks to return to the title game.
"We have a lot of season left. There are three regular-season games that we have to prove we are a good football team and you have to win, and at the end of the year you hope you are where you want to be," coach Jeff Brohm said. "We excelled this week but we have more to do. Just think good football teams get better as the year moves on and to know it is not easy."

    


The stakes are far lower for Stanford (2-7, 1-5) as the Cardinal are having another rough season in their debut in a new conference. Stanford has lost six straight games since beating Syracuse in its ACC opener and has been eliminated from bowl contention.




"Keep competing with everything we have left," star receiver Elic Ayomanor said. "It shows a lot about the character of the players and the team and the leaders when you know the bowl game is not possible but you keep competing to the last snap of the last game. We've been doing that and I would like to see that continue as we go forward."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Staying on schedule
Louisville enters the inaugural meeting against Stanford seeking its first West Coast win in its fourth trip (0-1-2). It fell to USC in last year's Holiday Bowl in San Diego. Brohm acknowledged that it will mark the Cardinals' longest trip and require a three-hour time adjustment but insisted they will continue their usual travel routine of flying out the day before a game and holding meetings.
"We're not going to overemphasize all those things," Brohm said. "We've got a job to do, and I think we have a good plan to get our work done here and go out there and play football and find a way to win."

    


Home disadvantage
Playing at home has proved to be little help for Stanford in recent seasons. The Cardinal are winless in 10 home games against FBS opponents under second-year coach Troy Taylor. Stanford has lost 12 straight overall against FBS teams and dropped 16 in a row against ranked opponents. 
All-around Brown
Louisville running back Isaac Brown posted his fourth 100-yard effort this season at Clemson (150) and is closing in on Lamar Jackson for the best freshman season in school history. His 800 yards are just 160 behind in second to Jackson's 2015 total and rank second nationally for freshmen. Brown stands 20th in FBS with 125.9 all-purpose yards per game with seven touchdowns. The Cardinals are 9-2 under Brohm when a rusher hits the century mark, including 3-1 this fall.
Defensive improvement
Louisville's defense remains vulnerable to allowing explosive plays but has made strides the past two games. Clemson gained 450 yards against the Cardinals but its biggest chunk plays yielded just 24 yards rushing and 22 passing. They also blocked two field goal attempts by the Tigers a week after holding Boston College to seven points in the second half of a 31-27 comeback win after trailing 20-0.

    


___
AP Sports Writer Gary B. Graves contributed to this report
___
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                    FILE - St. Pauli's fans invade the field after their team won 3-1 during a second division, Bundesliga soccer match at the Millerntor Stadium, in Hamburg, Germany, May 12, 2024. (Christian Charisius/dpa via AP File)
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- German soccer club St. Pauli is leaving the social media platform X, saying it has become a "hate machine" that could influence upcoming German elections.
The left-leaning Hamburg-based Bundesliga club said Thursday said it was ending its activities on the platform formerly called Twitter, and that it was encouraging its 250,000 followers there to switch to Bluesky, a rival social network championed by former Twitter chief executive Jack Dorsey.
"The reason for the withdrawal: owner Elon Musk has turned a room for debate into an amplifier of hate that can also influence the German federal election campaign," St. Pauli said in a statement on its website. "Since Musk took over Twitter ... he has turned X into a hate machine. Racism and conspiracy theories spread unhindered or are even curated. Insults and threats are barely sanctioned and sold as supposed freedom of expression."

    


St. Pauli's statement was illustrated by a photo of a sticker showing a fist smashing a swastika, beside the club's emblem and a slogan saying its fans are against right-wing politics.
St. Pauli noted that Musk supported Donald Trump during the U.S. presidential election "with the help of X," and that "it can be assumed that X will also promote authoritarian, misanthropic and right-wing extremist content in the (German) federal election campaign and thus manipulate public discourse."




Germany looks set to hold early parliamentary elections on Feb. 23 after Chancellor Olaf Scholz last week fired Finance Minister Christian Lindner, ending a fractious alliance between three political parties.


    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
St. Pauli is the first German top-level club to say it is leaving X following the U.S. election result. British newspaper The Guardian said Wednesday it would no longer post content on the network, describing it as a "toxic media platform."
Bluesky on Wednesday said its total users had surged to 15 million, up from roughly 13 million at the end of October.
St. Pauli said it would leave its content from the past 11 years on X "as it has historical value" but won't make any new posts.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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            Penn State tight end Tyler Warren (44) runs past Washington cornerback Jordan Shaw (3) during the fourth quarter of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)
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            Penn State running back Kaytron Allen (13) scores a touchdown past Washington's Alphonzo Tuputala (11) during the fourth quarter of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)
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            Penn State defensive tackle Kaleb Artis (58) sacks Washington quarterback Demond Williams Jr. (2) during the fourth quarter of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)
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            Purdue head coach Ryan Walters looks on during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Ohio State, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete)
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            Ohio State defensive back Lathan Ransom, right, forces Purdue quarterback Hudson Card out of bounds during the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete)
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            Ohio State running back Quinshon Judkins, right, runs past Purdue linebacker Yanni Karlaftis during the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete)
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            Purdue running back Devin Mockobee, top, tries to run past Ohio State defensive lineman Caden Curry, left, and defensive back Lathan Ransom during the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete)
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            Ohio State defensive back Lathan Ransom, right, forces Purdue quarterback Hudson Card out of bounds during the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete)
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            Ohio State running back Quinshon Judkins, right, runs past Purdue linebacker Yanni Karlaftis during the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete)
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            Purdue running back Devin Mockobee, top, tries to run past Ohio State defensive lineman Caden Curry, left, and defensive back Lathan Ransom during the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete)
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INDIANAPOLIS (AP) -- It's been a rugged season for coach Ryan Walters and the Purdue Boilermakers.
They endured the most lopsided loss in school history, 66-7, haven't won a game since August and still don't have a victory over an FBS team. Half of their eight losses have come by 35 or more points and it's not getting any easier in West Lafayette, Indiana.
They've already faced No. 1 Oregon and No. 2 Ohio State and now Purdue will close out its home schedule Saturday against No. 4 Penn State before finishing the regular season at No. 5 Indiana in two weeks.
"That's what you get when you play in this conference," Walters said this week when asked about the difficult schedule. "You want opportunities to see where you stack and go compete against the best. Nobody is complaining about playing good teams and elite teams. If the goal is to be an elite program, that's how you get there."

    


Purdue (1-8, 0-6 Big Ten) has tried everything to change directions -- firing the offensive coordinator, changing the play-caller and quarterbacks, even playing aggressively for the win in two overtime losses.
Nothing has worked. The Boilermakers enter Week 12 as one of eight FBS schools winless in league play and in the group of three with six or more conference losses. The eight-game losing streak is Purdue's longest since finishing the 2013 season with 10 straight. And with the Nittany Lions coming to town, the obstacles only get tougher.




Penn State (8-1, 5-1, No. 4 CFP) begins the weekend in solid playoff position and with an outside shot of making the Dec. 4 Big Ten title game in Indianapolis -- if it continues winning.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
So Nittany Lions coach James Franklin has cautioned his team against looking ahead against a team and a coach looking to prove the doubters wrong in their home finale.
"Coach (Walters) is calling the offense, and as a defensive guy, I think that's impressive as well as challenging," Franklin said. "Defensively, this is a team that is going to match your personnel probably as much as anybody we have played. Where they're different than a lot of teams they'll go four down and five down. Usually you see four down and three down. They'll go five down."

    


On deck?
When Walters was hired in December 2022, one of the first players he chased in the transfer portal was quarterback Hudson Card, a two-year starter at Purdue.
He left Texas, in part, because he wanted to add his name to the cherished list the school dubbed "Cradle of Quarterbacks." Now, after two mediocre seasons and with promising Ryan Browne backing him up, this could be Card's final home game despite having one year of eligibility remaining.
Card and Browne have both played the last couple of weeks and it could happen again.
"We'll keep those decisions in house, but yeah, if I was Penn State, I would be preparing for both," Walters said.

    


Comfortable QB
Critics have contended in previous seasons that the Nittany Lions fell short because of their play at quarterback.
But Franklin has no complaints with Drew Allar's performance this season. In fact, he's seen Allar take his game to a different level.
"I think Drew looks consistently comfortable and in control in the games," Franklin said. "I think probably the biggest thing for him I've noticed is his mobility. I think it's been a huge factor for him and for our offense, especially vertical scrambles up in the pocket. Stepping up and climbing the pocket has been big."
Special trouble

Each week, something seems to backfire on Purdue and last week it was the special teams units. Purdue's first punt was blocked deep in its territory and Ohio State quickly converted that miscue into a score, and later in the first quarter the Boilermakers missed a 21-yard field goal.
That prompted Walters to acknowledge this week, he will hold a kicking competition before deciding whether to use Spencer Porath or Ben Freehill this week.
"Snaps and holds looked good to me," Walters said after watching the Buckeyes game tape before addressing when he'd make a decision. "After Thursday's practice."
___

AP college football: Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/nittany-lions-purdue-boilermakers-preview-04bc4418db4a1bdc877701f54023ce47



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    No. 4 Penn State tries to keep fading Big Ten title hopes alive when it visits reeling Purdue | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



No. 4 Penn State tries to keep fading Big Ten title hopes alive when it visits reeling Purdue

    No. 4 Penn State tries to keep fading Big Ten title hopes alive when it visits reeling Purdue

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            Penn State running back Kaytron Allen (13) looks to elude Washington defensive lineman Jacob Bandes (55) during the third quarter of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 4 | 
            Penn State quarterback Drew Allar (15) avoids a tackle-attempt by Washington defensive lineman Jacob Bandes (55) during the third quarter of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            Ohio State receiver Carnell Tate, center, runs after a catch as Purdue defenders tackle him during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 4 | 
            Purdue quarterback Hudson Card, front, throws a pass as teammate offensive lineman Corey Stewart, right, tries to block Ohio State defensive lineman Kenyatta Jackson during the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        No. 4 Penn State tries to keep fading Big Ten title hopes alive when it visits reeling Purdue

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            Penn State running back Kaytron Allen (13) looks to elude Washington defensive lineman Jacob Bandes (55) during the third quarter of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 4

                                    
                                    Penn State running back Kaytron Allen (13) looks to elude Washington defensive lineman Jacob Bandes (55) during the third quarter of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 4 | 
            Penn State quarterback Drew Allar (15) avoids a tackle-attempt by Washington defensive lineman Jacob Bandes (55) during the third quarter of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 4

                                    
                                    Penn State quarterback Drew Allar (15) avoids a tackle-attempt by Washington defensive lineman Jacob Bandes (55) during the third quarter of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            Ohio State receiver Carnell Tate, center, runs after a catch as Purdue defenders tackle him during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 4

                                    
                                    Ohio State receiver Carnell Tate, center, runs after a catch as Purdue defenders tackle him during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 4 | 
            Purdue quarterback Hudson Card, front, throws a pass as teammate offensive lineman Corey Stewart, right, tries to block Ohio State defensive lineman Kenyatta Jackson during the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 4

                                    
                                    Purdue quarterback Hudson Card, front, throws a pass as teammate offensive lineman Corey Stewart, right, tries to block Ohio State defensive lineman Kenyatta Jackson during the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


No. 4 Penn State (8-1, 5-1 Big Ten, No. 4 CFP) at Purdue (1-8, 0-6), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. EST (CBS)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Penn State by 28 1/2.
Series record: Penn State leads 16-3-1.
What's at stake?
The Nittany Lions are one of four teams still contending to reach the Big Ten title game. But those faint hopes almost certainly would vanish with another loss, especially to a reeling team such as the Boilermakers. Purdue's eight-game losing streak is its longest in one season since finishing 2013 on a 10-game skid. While there's not much left to play for, maybe the Boilermakers can close this brutal season with a Senior Day victory.
Key matchup
Penn State RBs Kaytron Allen and Nicholas Singleton vs. Purdue's run defense. The Nittany Lions have run wild all season. They're averaging 5.2 yards per carry and just rushed for 266 yards in a blowout win over Washington. Expect another steady diet of power football against a run defense yielding 199.9 yards per game (No. 118 in FBS).




Players to watch
Penn State: Tyler Warren. The fourth-year player has emerged as one of the nation's most versatile tight ends, capable of running, throwing, blocking and catching. The Nittany Lions' top receiver (59 catches, 681 yards, four TDs) should cause plenty of matchup problems for a Purdue defense that has struggled to do anything well in 2024.
Purdue: Hudson Card and Ryan Browne. Both quarterbacks were used in the last two games though Card started each while Browne saw limited action. Could things change after Card went 9 of 19 with 108 yards and one interception last week at Ohio State? Maybe. Browne didn't complete either of his two passes last week, either, though his running ability may make him a more favorable option against Penn State's strong defense.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
Penn State has won 10 straight in the series and hasn't lost to the Boilermakers since 2004 in State College. ... Purdue still has not beaten an FBS team and begins this week as one of eight FBS schools still winless in conference play. ... The Nittany Lions scored 35 points last weekend at Washington, their second-highest total of the season (56 vs. Kent State). ... Penn State QB Drew Allar was 2 of 4 for 26 yards in his college debut at Purdue, the 2022 season opener. It's his only other appearance at Ross-Ade Stadium. ... Boilermakers S Dillon Thieneman, a preseason All-American, recorded 11 tackles last week against the Buckeyes.
___
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            Buffalo Sabres center Tage Thompson (72) celebrates his goal during the first period of an NHL hockey game against the Montreal Canadiens Monday, Nov. 11, 2024, in Buffalo, N.Y. (AP Photo/Jeffrey T. Barnes)
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            Montreal Canadiens right wing Brendan Gallagher (11) is stopped by Buffalo Sabres goaltender Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen (1) during the second period of an NHL hockey game Monday, Nov. 11, 2024, in Buffalo, N.Y. (AP Photo/Jeffrey T. Barnes)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Sabres rule out forward Tage Thompson and goalie Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen from playing against Blues

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            Buffalo Sabres center Tage Thompson (72) celebrates his goal during the first period of an NHL hockey game against the Montreal Canadiens Monday, Nov. 11, 2024, in Buffalo, N.Y. (AP Photo/Jeffrey T. Barnes)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2

                                    
                                    Buffalo Sabres center Tage Thompson (72) celebrates his goal during the first period of an NHL hockey game against the Montreal Canadiens Monday, Nov. 11, 2024, in Buffalo, N.Y. (AP Photo/Jeffrey T. Barnes)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            Montreal Canadiens right wing Brendan Gallagher (11) is stopped by Buffalo Sabres goaltender Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen (1) during the second period of an NHL hockey game Monday, Nov. 11, 2024, in Buffalo, N.Y. (AP Photo/Jeffrey T. Barnes)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2

                                    
                                    Montreal Canadiens right wing Brendan Gallagher (11) is stopped by Buffalo Sabres goaltender Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen (1) during the second period of an NHL hockey game Monday, Nov. 11, 2024, in Buffalo, N.Y. (AP Photo/Jeffrey T. Barnes)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP) -- Sabres coach Lindy Ruff ruled out leading scorer Tage Thompson and starting goalie Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen from playing in Buffalo's home game against the St. Louis Blues on Thursday night.
Both remain listed day to day and in position to return Saturday, when the Sabres travel to play the Philadelphia Flyers.
Thompson, whose 11 goals entering the day are one off the NHL lead, has a lower-body injury he sustained in a 7-5 loss to Montreal on Monday. Luukkonen is dealing with what Ruff called a minor ailment.

Devon Levi is expected to start against the Blues, with James Reimer to serve as the backup, a day after being claimed off waivers after being released by Anaheim.
___
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            Tulane linebacker Sam Howard (15) trots past Rice quarterback E.J. Warner (13) after recovering a fumble during the first half of an NCAA football game at Yulman Stadium in New Orleans, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024. (Scott Threlkeld/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            Navy running back Eli Heidenreich runs for a touchdown in the first quarter of an NCAA college football game against South Florida, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (Luis Santana/Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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It is not lost on Tulane's players what their game this weekend at Navy means because their coach has made it abundantly clear. 
"This is like a championship game," Tulane coach Jon Sumrall said. "I try to control the narrative with our team because they are going to hear it from their mom or dad or girlfriend or aunt or uncle or some guy down the street that's had too much to drink or whatever. Somebody's going to tell them something, so I'd rather be the one to at least give them the information."
The information is win and the 25th-ranked Green Wave are in the American Athletic Conference title game against current No. 16 Army on Dec. 6. Tulane (8-2, 6-0 AAC) has won seven in a row and even has a chance to sneak into the 12-team College Football Playoff if it runs the table.
Navy (7-2, 5-1) still has a shot to play for the conference championship, but this is an elimination game with one of the team's preseason goals at stake. 

    


"There's nothing else that you would want than to be playing this type of football," senior safety Rayuan Lane III said. "Playing a meaningful football game with the conference championship on the line and stuff like that, there's really nothing else you could ask for."




Tulane is in the AP Top 25 for the first time this year but was ranked each of the past two. Its only losses are to Kansas State and Oklahoma back in September, and 16 consecutive AAC victories give Sumrall's team the longest conference winning streak in the country.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
He cares little for that, saying the Green Wave are "25th by the skin of our teeth" and "not really that respected yet."
"I don't buy into the excitement of ranking, win streak," Sumrall said. "It's all garbage. It has zero effect on this week's game. We get to carry no points over from last week's game and count them this week. You get what you earn each week. This is a very humbling game."

    


Navy, which started 6-0 before getting thumped 51-14 by Notre Dame on Oct. 26, was humbled by that defeat and another the following week at Rice. Losing to the Irish was an indication to coach Brian Newberry that the moment was perhaps a little too big for his players, with the hope that it helps out down the road.
"That game taught a lot of the younger guys and some of the less-experienced guys what it really takes to win a big game like that, so hopefully they learned the lessons from that game and how we felt after that game to motivate us to not make those kind of mistakes again," senior offensive lineman Connor McMahon said. "A lot of these guys are ready for this type of game this time around."
Happy returns
Tulane is a threat to score even when its offense is not on the field. The Green Wave lead the nation in defensive touchdowns with six: one on a fumble return and the other five on interceptions.
"It's scary to see when we can be this good," said linebacker Tyler Grubbs, who had a pick-6 at Oklahoma earlier this season. "Confidence is it an all-time high for us. It's almost like a challenge every game to see who can make the most plays, who can get the most picks."

    


Senior day
Navy is 19-1 in the past 20 senior day games in Annapolis with fans in the stands. 
"I didn't realize that was the record," Newberry said. "No pressure there, huh?"
The Mids' only loss during that stretch was in 2021, losing 38-35 to East Carolina. And this senior day has special meaning for a graduating class that went 13-21 the past three years and is bowl eligible for the first time.
Tulane is a 7-point favorite on BetMGM Sportsbook.
"I think it's going to be one of the biggest games in Navy Memorial Stadium in a long time," McMahon said. "We're all ready to have this huge win at home. It would mean a lot to us and the entire program."

    


Balanced Attack
Tulane's offense is one of five nationally to average at least 210 yards rushing and passing per game this season. Tulane is rushing for 227.8 a per game and passing for 214.2.
Makhi Hughes has been the team's leading rusher with 1,209 yards and 13 touchdowns.
"It starts with Makhi and the running backs," tight end Alex Bauman said. "When we get that run game going, it's hard to stop us."
Redshirt freshman QB and first-year starter Darian Mensah leads the passing game, throwing to Bauman as well as a receiver corps led by Southern California transfer Mario Williams and Yulkeith Brown.
"They're extremely consistent," Lane said. "Obviously they like to run the ball. But not only they can run, they can really get it to anybody they want to get it to."

    


Horvath's thumb
Navy quarterback Blake Horvath garnered national attention the first half of the season, even a little Heisman Trophy buzz, going into the Notre Dame game. He has been dealing with a thumb injury since and has thrown three interceptions over the past three games after just one in the first six.
"He's a tough kid," Horvath said. "He's kind of banged up a little bit, but he's in pretty good shape."
Horvath has accounted for 24 touchdowns -- 11 passing and 13 rushing -- and 2,204 total yards. Sumrall said Horvath's presence makes Navy's offense "scary in a lot of areas."
Offensive coordinator Drew Cronic calls Horvath the point guard of his modernized wing-T offense, and the reliance on the junior QB to do it all has not changed in light of the injury.
"He's got to be able to run the football for us," Newberry said. "There's times where we need a little bit more of that than others, but he's run it very effectively, so for us to be hitting on all cylinders, he's got to be able to carry the football for us."
Rough seas
Tulane has lost the last five times it has faced Navy at Navy-Marine Corps Memorial Stadium. Its last victory there came back in 2001. Tulane also lost there in the Military Bowl to Virginia Tech at the end of last season.
___
AP Sports Writer Brett Martel in New Orleans contributed.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Ohio State quarterback Will Howard throws a pass during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Purdue, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete)
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            Ohio State receiver Jeremiah Smith, right, is forced out of bounds by Purdue linebacker Hudson Miller during the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete)
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            Northwestern running back Joseph Himon II (6) runs in for a touchdown during overtime of an NCAA college football game against Purdue in West Lafayette, Ind., Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024. Northwestern defeated Purdue 26-20 in overtime. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)
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No. 2 Ohio State (8-1, 5-1 Big Ten, No. 2 CFP) at Northwestern (4-5, 2-4) at Wrigley Field, Saturday, 12 p.m. EST (Big Ten Network)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Ohio State by 28 1/2 
Series record: Ohio State leads 65-14-1
What's at stake?
Ohio State likely needs to win out to remain in the national championship hunt and can't afford a letdown against Northwestern. The Buckeyes have won three straight since their one-point loss at now-No. 1 Oregon, including a victory at Penn State and a 45-0 romp against Purdue last week. This will be the first of two appearances at Wrigley Field for Northwestern. Northwestern is coming off a bye after a 26-20 overtime win at Purdue.
Key matchup
Ohio State's passing game vs. Northwestern's secondary. Buckeyes QB Will Howard came up big again last week, throwing for three touchdowns and running for a score. He was 21 for 26 for 260 yards, another steady effort for a player who ranks second in the nation in completion percentage and third in passing efficiency. Northwestern ranks near the bottom of the Big Ten in defending the pass, though Theran Johnson leads the conference with 10 passes defended.




Players to watch
Ohio State: WR Jeremiah Smith. Smith added to his list of school records for freshmen last week with his ninth touchdown catch. He owns Ohio State freshman marks for receptions (45) and yards receiving (765). Pro Football Hall of Famer Cris Carter held the previous records with 41 receptions, 648 yards and eight touchdowns in 1984. 
Northwestern: RB Joseph Himon II. Himon scored two touchdowns on just nine touches against Purdue two weeks ago. He had a 51-yard score in the first quarter and became the first Big Ten running back with a game-ending TD catch in 23 years with his 22-yarder in overtime. Himon finished with six carries for 78 yards and three catches for 34 yards.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
Ohio State, which will be playing at Wrigley for the first time, has won 10 straight against Northwestern since a 33-27 overtime loss at Ryan Field in 2004. ... This will be the teams' fifth straight meeting away from Columbus, Ohio. ... Ohio State won the only other game against Northwestern in a stadium housing a major league baseball team -- 34-3 before 73,830 at Cleveland's Municipal Stadium in 1991 in what was officially a home game for the Wildcats. ... The Buckeyes boast the nation's No. 1 defense. 
___

AP college football: Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Missouri head coach Eliah Drinkwitz argues a call during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Oklahoma Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Columbia, Mo. Missouri won 30-23. (AP Photo/L.G. Patterson)
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            Missouri wide receiver Marquis Johnson (2) blows kisses to the Oklahoma bench as the final seconds tick off the clock in an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Columbia, Mo. Missouri won 30-23. (AP Photo/L.G. Patterson)
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No. 24 Missouri (7-2, 3-2 Southeastern Conference) at No. 23 South Carolina (6-3, 4-3), Saturday, 4:15 p.m. EST (SEC Network) 
BetMGM College Football Odds: South Carolina by 12 1/2.
Series record: Missouri leads 9-5.
What's at stake?
South Carolina's continued rise in the SEC against Missouri's last-ditch effort to make the College Football Playoff. Tigers coach Eli Drinkwitz said flatly this week that any 10-2 SEC team should earn a spot in the 12-team playoff field. But the Gamecocks are one of the hottest teams in the league right now and can have just their second winning SEC record in the past 11 seasons with a victory. 
Key matchup
Missouri QB Drew Pyne vs. South Carolina's defensive front. It looks like Pyne will start for the Tigers with Brady Cook's status in limbo due to hand injury much of the week. Pyne has played in six games with three TDs and three interceptions. The Gamecocks are second in the SEC with 33 sacks. 

    


Players to watch
Missouri: WR Luther Burden III is the Tigers leading receiver with 45 catches for 505 yards. But he has not had a touchdown catch since Week 4 against Vanderbilt. 
South Carolina: DE Kyle Kennard is tied for the SEC lead with 9.5 sacks and tops the league with 13.5 tackles behind the line of scrimmage this season. The Georgia Tech transfer has fueled a defense that's fourth in fewest points allowed in the SEC this season. 




Facts & figures
Missouri has won the past five games in the series. ... South Carolina has won two straight over opponents ranked in the Top 25 after losing eight in a row against those teams. ... The Tigers have lost starting center and high-round NFL prospect Connor Tollison for the rest of the season with a leg injury. ... Gamecocks running back Raheim "Rocket" Sanders had his second straight game with 100-or-more yards and third this season. Sanders has had half his 10 rushing TDs in South Carolina's past three victories. ... Drew Pyne bounced back from three interceptions thrown in a loss to Alabama with three TDs in the win over Oklahoma last week. ... Missouri and South Carolina are both located in Columbia in their respective states. So the teams play for the Mayor's Cup each time they meet. 
___
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BOULDER, Colo. (AP) -- Deion Sanders pays no attention to the kudos or accolades his 18th-ranked Colorado Buffaloes are currently receiving. It's for the same reason he didn't listen to the criticism a season ago -- just a lot of distracting noise.
"Why would we listen?" the Colorado coach said. "We know who we are, what we are, how we are, where we are going."
Where they are going is quite simple if they keep on this winning path -- straight toward the Big 12 title game and possibly a spot in the College Football Playoff. The Buffaloes (7-2, 5-1 Big 12, No. 17 CFP) have won three in a row heading into a clash with former Pac-12 foe Utah (4-5, 1-5), a struggling squad that's lost five in a row.
But the Utes have had the Buffaloes' number in recent seasons. They've won seven straight in the series, including three in a row at Folsom Field.

    


Sanders has nothing but appreciation for Utah coach Kyle Whittingham, who's guided the Utes to a winning season in 17 of his 19 years on the job.
"He's a true legend," Sanders said. "I would just wish my career could be a portion of what he's accomplished."




It's been a rough stretch for the Utes, though, a team picked to win the Big 12 in the preseason media poll. They haven't won since Sept. 21 at Oklahoma State.
"You cannot take this team lightly. I don't give a darn what their record is," said Sanders, whose team trails No. 7 BYU (9-0, 6-0, No. 6 CFP) by a game in the Big 12 standings. "As long as he's over there on that sideline, you better be prepared for a tough game."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Whittingham believes Colorado may have the best player in the country in two-way standout and Heisman hopeful Travis Hunter. The Utah coach praised quarterback Shedeur Sanders, too, calling him "outstanding."
"They're playing really good football," Whittingham said.
Not that the Buffaloes are hearing any of the plaudits or acclaim. They've tuned everything out because positivity -- as they learned last season after starting 3-0 and fading to 4-8 -- can just as quickly turn to negativity.
"Stop allowing people to tell you who you are," Deion Sanders said. "Your actions, your consistency, your lifestyle, should really tell them who you are, not a voice that's oftentimes laced with a bit of jealousy and envy about what you accomplish."

    


Rebounding
The Utes are trying to turn the page on an emotional 22-21 loss to rival BYU. After the game, Utah athletic director Mark Harlan blasted the officiating crew for controversial calls during the Cougars' winning drive. The conference publicly reprimanded and fined Harlan $40,000.
"We poured everything we had into that game, obviously as we do every week," Whittingham said. "But that game takes a little more of an emotional toll. ... You have to move on and put things behind you, win or lose. That's our challenge right now."
Early start
It will be up and at 'em for Utah and Colorado with the start time set for 10 a.m. Mountain.
Both coaches are big fans of the early start. Whittingham already has the morning all mapped out for the Utes, starting with a 6:30 a.m. wake-up call, pregame meal at 7 and the bus ride to Folsom Field.
"It's early, and to me early is great," Whittingham said.

    


Early present
Colorado super-fan Peggy Coppom turns 100 next week and Sanders wants to get her an early present -- another win. She's a rallying point for Sanders as he tries to get the Buffaloes to the best possible bowl for her.
"She gives all of us that unspeakable joy, that love, that respect," Sanders said. "She gives me so much energy every time I see her."
National exposure
Colorado's game at Kansas next weekend was picked up by Fox, meaning the Buffaloes will appear on network TV or the flagship ESPN in all 12 games this season.
In addition, Fox's " Big Noon Kickoff " is in Boulder this weekend. Colorado is tied for third in combined appearances on ESPN's "College GameDay or "Big Noon Kickoff" over the last two seasons, trailing only Michigan and Ohio State.
___
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                                        YouTuber-turned-boxer Jake Paul had to wait an extra four months for his high-profile match with 58-year-old former heavyweight champion Mike Tyson.
The delay from the original plan for July was caused by Tyson having a medical episode on a plane and needing time to recover from a stomach ulcer.
The rescheduled bout is set for Friday night at the $1.2 billion retractable-roof home of the NFL's Dallas Cowboys in Arlington, Texas. The state has sanctioned it as a pro fight with some modifications.

    


Here's a guide for watching the fight:
When is the Mike Tyson-Jake Paul fight?
It's hard to give an exact time for the main event Friday night, but it could approach midnight EST. The telecast starts at 8 p.m. EST.
Is the Tyson-Paul fight free on Netflix?
While this isn't the more common, and more expensive, pay-per-view format followed by most major boxing events, it does require a Netflix subscription. Netflix reported more than 280 million subscribers worldwide at the end of the third quarter in 2024.

    


What are the odds on the Tyson-Paul fight?
Paul is a minus-200 betting favorite, according to BetMGM Sportsbook. That means the payout for a Paul victory would be about half the amount of any bet. The most bet prop is for Tyson to win by KO/TKO or DQ (+275), followed by Tyson to win on points (+1000) and Tyson to win in the first round (+1400).




What's the age difference between the fighters?
It's 31 years. Paul is 27.

    


When was Tyson's last sanctioned fight?
Tyson retired in 2005 with a record of 50-6, with 44 knockouts, after losing to Kevin McBride. He fought Roy Jones Jr. in an exhibition four years ago. Paul is 10-1 with seven knockouts against mostly undistinguished opponents. His loss was to Tommy Fury, the less-accomplished half-brother of former heavyweight champion Tyson Fury.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
How many rounds are scheduled for the Tyson-Paul fight?

The fight is scheduled for eight two-minute rounds, as opposed to the normal three minutes and 10 or 12 rounds for most pro fights. Tyson and Paul also will use heavier gloves with the idea of decreasing the power of punches. The gloves will be 14 ounces instead of 10. The Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation has said Tyson's physical condition met the criteria for the fight to proceed.
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What are the purses?
According to reports, Paul will make $40 million and Tyson about $20 million. Paul did mention his number at a news conference in August.
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            Boise State running back Ashton Jeanty (2) celebrates a 4-yard touchdown run with Boise State offensive tackle Kage Casey (77) against Nevada in the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Boise, Idaho. (AP Photo/Steve Conner)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


No. 13 Boise State (8-1, 5-0 Mountain West, No. 13 CFP) at San Jose State (6-3, 3-2), Saturday, 7 p.m. EST (CBS Sports Network) 
BetMGM College Football Odds: Boise State by 13 1/2.
Series record: Boise State leads 15-1.
What's at stake?
Boise State is seeking to maintain its spot as the top team from the Group of Five in hopes and move closer to clinching a spot in the Mountain West title game. The Broncos can clinch a spot in the conference title game with a win and a loss by UNLV this week. San Jose State clinched its third straight season of bowl eligibility last week and is seeking to improve its spot in the conference pecking order.
Key matchup
Boise State pass D vs. San Jose State WR Nick Nash. The Broncos have allowed 22 completions for at least 30 yards this season, tied for second most in the country. They will have their hands full with Nash, who is on pace to win the receiving triple crown this season. Nash leads all of FBS in receptions (86), yards receiving (1,156) and TD catches (13). Nash has caught at least one TD pass in all nine games this season and has even thrown two TD passes.




Players to watch
Boise State: RB Ashton Jeanty is one of the top contenders for the Heisman Trophy with four games this season with at least 200 yards rushing and five with at least three TD runs. He leads the nation with 192.7 yards rushing per game and with 23 TD runs. 
San Jose State: CB DJ Harvey won conference defensive player of the week for his performance against Oregon State. Harvey returned an INT for the go-ahead TD in the fourth quarter and then broke up a fourth-down pass on the next drive to preserve the lead. Harvey finished with seven tackles, two tackles for loss and one sack. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
San Jose State beat Boise State in the 2020 Mountain West title game but has lost the other 15 meetings in the series. ... The Broncos won their 700th game as a program last week. ... Boise State has scored on its opening drive in eight straight games. ... The Broncos are second in FBS with 4.44 sacks per game. ... San Jose State has lost 10 straight games against ranked teams since beating No. 16 Fresno State in 2013. ... The Spartans haven't beaten a top 15 team since 2000 when they beat No. 9 TCU. ... San Jose State is third in the nation with 22 takeaways. ... Spartans QB Walker Eget threw for a career-high 395 yards last week.
___
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No. 22 Louisville (6-3, 4-2 Atlantic Coast Conference, No. 19 CFP) at Stanford (2-7, 1-5), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. EST (ACC Network) 
BetMGM College Football Odds: Louisville by 20 1/2.
Series record: First meeting.
What's at stake?
Louisville comes off a bye bowl eligible and still mathematically in contention for a share of the ACC title despite losses to Miami and SMU. The Cardinals also have a chance to close the regular season with nine victories by topping Stanford, Pitt and rival Kentucky in the coming weeks. Stanford is looking to snap a six-game losing streak.
Key matchup
Louisville offense vs. Stanford defense. Louisville has a high-powered offense with six games with at least 30 points scored, including three in a row. Stanford has allowed 34.6 points per game, ranking 121st in FBS.

    


Players to watch
Louisville: RB Isaac Brown and WR Ja'Corey Brooks. This duo is on pace to become the program's fourth with 1,000 yards in rushing and receiving, respectively. Javian Hawkins (1,525 yards rushing, TDs) and Tutu Atwell (1,216, 12 TDs) achieved the feat in 2019. Brown has 800 yards with seven touchdowns and trails only Lamar Jackson (960, 2015) for the most by a freshman. Brooks needs 159 yards to become the first receiver with 1,000 since Tyler Hudson two years ago.
Stanford: QB Ashton Daniels showed off his running ability last week. He had 11 carries for 129 yards against NC State, tying the school record for rushing yards for a QB set by Don Bunce in 1969 against Washington State. Daniels also scored twice, including a 67-yarder that was the longest run for the Cardinal since 2022.




Facts & figures
Louisville QB Tyler Shough is 6-3 as the starter and has thrown for a career-high 2,504 yards and 20 TDs. The seventh-year player ranks 34th in FBS with 13 yards per completion. ... Cardinals LB Stanquan Clark has posted 43 tackles the past six games, including 13 at Clemson, and leads the team with 57 stops. ... Quincy Riley had seven tackles (two for loss) with two pass breakups at Clemson, earning ACC defensive back honors last week for Louisville. ... Stanford is winless at home against FBS opponents in two seasons under coach Troy Taylor. ... Stanford has lost 12 straight home games overall against FBS opponents. ... The Cardinal have been outscored by 26 ppg during their current losing streak. ... Stanford has lost 16 straight games against ranked opponents.
___
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Syracuse (6-3, 3-3 Atlantic Coast Conference) at California (5-4, 1-4), Saturday, 3 p.m. EST (The CW) 
BetMGM College Football Odds: Cal by 7 1/2.
Series record: Tied 1-1.
What's at stake?
Syracuse needs to win its final two conference games to finish with a winning record in ACC for the second time since joining the conference in 2013. California needs one more win to become bowl eligible. 
Key matchup
Orange D vs. Golden Bears QB Fernando Mendoza. Mendoza has set career highs in passing the last two games, throwing for 364 yards and two TDs in a win vs. Oregon State and 385 yards and two TDs in a win last week at Wake Forest. Syracuse allowed only 65 yards passing last week against Boston College but ranks fourth worst in the ACC in passing efficiency against. 
Players to watch
Syracuse: QB Kyle McCord threw for a career-high 392 yards last week for his eighth 300-yard game in nine contests this season. McCord's 3,153 yards passing ranking second in school history to Ryan Nassib's 3,749 in 2012 and his 23 TD passes are three shy of Nassib's record set in 2012. 
Cal: DL Xavier Carlton had two sacks last week to give him a team-best nine on the season. Carlton is one of nine players in the country with at least three games this season with multiple sacks.




Facts & figures
The teams are meeting for the first time since 1968 when Cal beat Syracuse 43-0 at home. The Orange won the only other meeting at home the previous season. ... Syracuse RB LeQuint Allen Jr. had his second straight game with at least two TDs last week when he had 107 yards from scrimmage. ... The Orange had two players top 100 yards receiving last week with Jackson Meeks catching seven passes for 105 yards and Oronde Gadsden II catching eight passes for 102 yards and a TD. ... After losing its first four ACC games by a combined nine points, Cal got its first win in its new conference last week with a 46-36 win at Wake Forest. ... Bears K Ryan Coe kicked two 54-yard FGs last week after missing seven of his first 14 tries this season. ... Cal leads the nation with 17 INTs.
___
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Flyhalf Matthieu Jalibert chose not to be picked as a reserve for France against New Zealand in the autumn rugby test this weekend, Les Triolores coach Fabien Galthie confirmed on Thursday.
Jalibert was France's World Cup flyhalf last year in the absence of the injured Romain Ntamack and for the start of the Six Nations. Ntamack was ruled out of this autumn campaign by a recent injury but usual fullback Thomas Ramos started at flyhalf against Japan last weekend and retained the 10 jersey against the All Blacks this Saturday at Stade de France.
Jalibert came off the bench against Japan. Against New Zealand, he was reportedly disappointed not to start and subsequently didn't want to be in the reserves.
"Everyone has their own emotions and is free to share them," Galthie said. "We need determination, strong players. Up until now he's always given his best. He will continue with the national team, if he so chooses. It's down to him to decide."

    


Galthie made four changes, including a debut for Bordeaux fullback Romain Buros.
Buros replaces Leo Barre, and Gabin Villiere comes in at right wing with Damian Penaud ill and his matchday replacement, Theo Attissogbe, out with a sprained left ankle.




Veteran center Gael Fickou comes back into midfield for his 92nd cap alongside Yoram Moefana, with Emilien Gailleton going to the reserves. 
The lone change in the forwards sees Paul Boudehent -- who scored two second-half tries in the 52-12 win against Japan -- replacing a concussed Francois Cros at flanker.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"(Buros) is in form with his club, he's been in form when he trains with us, and he's full of confidence," Galthie said. "Leo fell a little bit short and that's why it was time for Romain to get the jersey.
"It's a dream (come true for him). There isn't a player in France who wouldn't want to play this match. Romain is very good in the air and there will probably be 30 kicks to contest against the All Blacks."

    


Galthie chose a 6-2 split of forwards and backs on the bench -- including former captain Charles Ollivon's return -- to try and match the All Blacks' impact forwards.
"It's a very strategic choice because we believe we'll need a maximum of activity and collective strength," he said. "Against Japan we had 42 minutes of ball in play, 234 tackles, but this will be different. There will be a lot of runs, of positioning without the ball, and a lot of attention on the last 20 meters. In the last few weeks, the All Blacks have won a lot of decisive penalties in the last three or four scrums."
France and New Zealand met in the opening game of the 2023 World Cup, which France won 27-13 with Jalibert a starter. The All Blacks went on to reach the final at Stade de France, losing to South Africa.
New Zealand dramatically edged England 24-22 two weeks ago at Twickenham and beat Ireland 23-13 in Dublin last Friday.
Damian McKenzie's brilliant game against Ireland wasn't enough to keep the All Blacks 10 jersey, which was restored to Beauden Barrett.
Barrett and hooker Codie Taylor were concussed against England and missed the Ireland win. They have both returned.

    


McKenzie and Asafo Aumua have dropped to the reserves.
Injuries to flanker Sam Cane (head) and winger Mark Tele'a (hand) have given starts to Samipeni Finau and Sevu Reece respectively.
To accommodate Finau on the blindside flank, Wallace Sititi has moved to No. 8 and Ardie Savea to the openside.
Also, Cam Roigard has won the scrumhalf's start, swapping with Cortez Ratima. Roigard's kicking game was the difference, Robertson said.
The All Blacks haven't beaten France in Paris since 2018.
___
Lineups:
France: Romain Buros, Gabin Villiere, Gael Fickou, Yoram Moefana, Louis Bielle-Biarrey, Thomas Ramos, Antoine Dupont (captain); Gregory Alldritt, Alexandre Roumat, Paul Boudehent, Emmanuel Meafou, Thibaud Flament, Tevita Tatafu, Peato Mauvaka, Jean-Baptiste Gros. Reserves: Reda Wardi, Julien Marchand, Georges-Henri Colombe, Romain Taofifenua, Mickael Guillard, Charles Ollivon, Nolann Le Garrec, Emilien Gailleton.


    


New Zealand: Will Jordan, Sevu Reece, Rieko Ioane, Jordie Barrett, Caleb Clarke, Beauden Barrett, Cam Roigard; Wallace Sititi, Ardie Savea, Samipeni Finau, Tupou Vaa'i, Scott Barrett (captain), Tyrel Lomax, Codie Taylor, Tamaiti Williams. Reserves: Asafo Aumua, Ofa Tu'ungafasi, Pasilio Tosi, Patrick Tuipulotu, Peter Lakai, Cortez Ratima, Anton Lienert-Brown, Damian McKenzie. ___
AP rugby: https://apnews.com/hub/rugby
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                    North Carolina running back Omarion Hampton (28) greets fans as he leaves the field after scoring five touchdowns against Florida State in an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in Tallahassee, Fla. (AP Photo/Colin Hackley)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Wake Forest (4-5, 2-3 Atlantic Coast Conference) at North Carolina (5-4, 2-3), Saturday, 8 p.m. EST (ACC Network)
BetMGM College Football Odds: UNC by 10 1/2.
Series record: UNC leads 72-36-2.
What's at stake?
North Carolina is a win from bowl eligibility after blowout road wins at Virginia and Florida State, followed by an open week to rest and recharge. Wake Forest is two wins from bowl eligibility and is coming off a home loss to California.
Key matchup
Wake Forest's offensive line against UNC's pass rush. The Tar Heels have suddenly discovered a pass rush after weeks of shaky defensive play. UNC had 17 sacks in the Virginia and FSU wins, putting the Tar Heels fourth in the Bowl Subdivision ranks at 3.56 per game. That includes having Beau Atkinson and Jahvaree Ritzie tied for 19th nationally with 6.5 sacks. Wake Forest ranks tied for 120th by allowing 3.22 sacks per game this year, so the Demon Deacons will have to find time for quarterback Hank Bachmeier.

    


Players to watch
Wake Forest: WR Taylor Morin. He's a steady target who has two 100-yard receiving games in the past three outings. He's coming off a nine-catch, 110-yard effort against Cal.
UNC: RB Omarion Hampton. Hampton has cracked the 100-yard rushing mark in eight of nine games and has matched the school record with seven straight entering this one. He ran for 172 yards with four touchdowns against FSU and also had 93 yards with a score through the air.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
Wake Forest is 3-0 on the road this season, winning at UConn in the nonconference slate as well as at N.C. State and Stanford in ACC play. ... The Tar Heels have won three straight meetings, most recently a 2022 road win that clinched their trip to that year's ACC title game. UNC also had a pair of wild comeback wins by almost identical scores, rallying from 21 down to win 59-53 in 2020 and 18 down to win 58-55 in 2021. ... UNC's three-game run is the first win streak of at least three games in the series by either team since UNC took nine in a row from 1990-98. ... Wake Forest's last win against UNC came in 2019 at home (24-18). ... The instate schools first met in 1888. ... A different UNC receiver will wear the No. 13 jersey for each remaining game in honor of teammate Tylee Craft, who died after a cancer fight last month.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Oregon wide receiver Traeshon Holden reacts to a play during an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Eugene, Ore. (AP Photo/Lydia Ely)
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            Oregon quarterback Dillon Gabriel (8) runs the ball as Maryland defensive lineman Daniel Owens (39) defends during the second half of an NCAA college football game on Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Eugene, Ore. Oregon won 39-18. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            Wisconsin place kicker Nathanial Vakos (90) celebrates with teammates after kicking a field goal during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Iowa, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in Iowa City, Iowa. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)
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            Wisconsin's Braedyn Locke (18) throws during the first half of an NCAA college football game against the Penn State Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024, in Madison, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        No. 1 Oregon puts its unbeaten record at stake as it visits Wisconsin

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            Oregon wide receiver Traeshon Holden reacts to a play during an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Eugene, Ore. (AP Photo/Lydia Ely)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 4

                                    
                                    Oregon wide receiver Traeshon Holden reacts to a play during an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Eugene, Ore. (AP Photo/Lydia Ely)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 4 | 
            Oregon quarterback Dillon Gabriel (8) runs the ball as Maryland defensive lineman Daniel Owens (39) defends during the second half of an NCAA college football game on Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Eugene, Ore. Oregon won 39-18. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 4

                                    
                                    Oregon quarterback Dillon Gabriel (8) runs the ball as Maryland defensive lineman Daniel Owens (39) defends during the second half of an NCAA college football game on Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Eugene, Ore. Oregon won 39-18. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            Wisconsin place kicker Nathanial Vakos (90) celebrates with teammates after kicking a field goal during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Iowa, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in Iowa City, Iowa. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 4

                                    
                                    Wisconsin place kicker Nathanial Vakos (90) celebrates with teammates after kicking a field goal during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Iowa, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in Iowa City, Iowa. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 4 | 
            Wisconsin's Braedyn Locke (18) throws during the first half of an NCAA college football game against the Penn State Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024, in Madison, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 4

                                    
                                    Wisconsin's Braedyn Locke (18) throws during the first half of an NCAA college football game against the Penn State Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024, in Madison, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
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No. 1 Oregon (10-0, 7-0 Big Ten) at Wisconsin (5-4, 3-3), Saturday, 7:30 p.m. EST (NBC)
BETMGM College Football Odds: Oregon by 14
Series record: Tied 3-3
What's at stake?
Oregon attempts to maintain its No. 1 ranking and seeks its first 11-0 start since 2010, the year it lost to Cam Newton and Auburn in the BCS championship game. Wisconsin needs one more win to become bowl eligible and two more wins to clinch a 23rd straight winning season, the longest such active streak among Power Four teams. Wisconsin is attempting to beat a top-ranked team for the first time since its 31-18 victory over Ohio State in 2010.
Key matchup
Wisconsin running game vs. Oregon run defense: Wisconsin's best chance at pulling the upset is to shorten the game and keep Oregon's offense on the sidelines as much as possible. Wisconsin's success recently has depended on Tawee Walker's production. Walker rushed for 418 yards and six touchdowns during a three-game winning streak that included routs of Purdue, Rutgers and Northwestern. But he's been limited to a combined 111 yards and one touchdown on 38 carries his last two games as Wisconsin fell to No. 4 Penn State (No. 4 CFP) and Iowa. Oregon ranks just 10th out of 18 Big Ten teams in run defense.

    


Players to watch
Oregon: QB Dillon Gabriel has completed a Football Bowl Subdivision-leading 74.1% of his passes for 2,848 yards with 22 touchdowns and only five interceptions. He has been responsible for 180 career touchdowns (147 passing, 32 rushing, one receiving) and last week became the NCAA's all-time leader in that category.
Wisconsin: LB Christian Alliegro is coming off a 16-tackle performance in Wisconsin's 42-10 loss at Iowa. That represented the highest single-game tackle total for any Badger since Leo Chenal had 17 against Army in 2021.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
This marks the first matchup between these two teams since Oregon edged Wisconsin 28-27 in the Rose Bowl on Jan. 1, 2020. Oregon has won its last three meetings with Wisconsin. ... Wisconsin is 2-14 in its last 16 games against Top 25 teams. That includes an 0-5 mark during Luke Fickell's two seasons as head coach. ... Wisconsin has allowed only two plays of 40-plus yards this season to match Ohio State for the fewest by any FBS defense. ... Oregon is the third top-five team to visit Camp Randall Stadium this season. Wisconsin lost 42-10 to then-No. 4 Alabama on Sept. 14 and fell 28-13 to then-No. 3 Penn State on Oct. 26.
___
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                    South Africa's Jaden Hendrikse, left, kicks the ball clears the ball as Scotland's Scott Cummings, right, attempts to charge the ball down during the Autumn Nations series rugby union match between Scotland and South Africa in Edinburgh, Scotland, Sunday, Nov. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Scott Heppell)


                

            
        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        DUBLIN (AP) -- World Rugby has postponed a decision on the future of 20-minute red cards which are being trialled in the ongoing autumn rugby tests.
Referees have the option to use the temporary red cards for technical fouls and a full red card for blatant foul play. Offenders receiving 20-minute red cards are sin-binned and replaced by a teammate after 20 minutes. Two such red cards were issued last weekend to Fiji wing Semi Radradra and Scotland lock Scott Cummings.
The World Rugby council decided on Thursday it was too early to decide whether the experiment should become a law. 
"With cross-hemisphere international matches having only just begun, in line with the recommendation, the council decided to delay consideration of the 20-minute red card trial until the conclusion of the autumn nations series to enable further feedback and full data analysis to be considered," World Rugby said in a statement.

    


The French and Irish federations have opposed the 20-minute red cards, claiming it poses a health risk. But the likes of Wales coach Warren Gatland support it.
Other proposals that were made law by the World Rugby council included:




-- 60-second shot clock on conversions, aligned with penalties
-- 30-second setup for lineouts, aligned with scrums
-- play-on rule in uncontested lineouts when the throw is not straight 
-- scrumhalf protection during scrums, rucks, and mauls. 

However, proposals for a global trial to call a mark inside the 22 at kickoff and restarts, and for single-stop mauls, did not receive the required support.
___
AP rugby: https://apnews.com/hub/rugby
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            Iowa State quarterback Rocco Becht (3) celebrates with teammates after running for a two-point conversion during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Kansas Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. Kansas won 45-36. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Cincinnati quarterback Brendan Sorsby, center, is stopped after a short gain by Colorado linebacker Nikhai Hill-Green, left, and safety Carter Stoutmire in the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024, in Boulder, Colo. AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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Cincinnati (5-4, 3-3 Big 12) at Iowa State (7-2, 4-2), Saturday, 8 p.m. EST (Fox)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Iowa State by 8 1/2.
Series record: Iowa State leads 1-0.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Both teams have lost two straight games. Cincinnati needs to win one of its last three games to achieve bowl-eligibility for the first time under second-year coach Scott Satterfield. Iowa State will try to give ninth-year coach Matt Campbell an eighth win for the fourth time. The Cyclones would be all but out of the Big 12 race with a third straight loss.
KEY MATCHUP
Iowa State defense vs. Cincinnati offense. The Cyclones have been the standard bearer of Big 12 defenses since 2020, but there's been slippage this year. They gave up a season-high 532 yards in a loss to Kansas last week, and they have especially struggled against the run. Corey Kiner and Evan Pryor lead Cincinnati's solid run game, and Brendan Sorsby is the Big 12's third-highest rated passer.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Cincinnati: Sorsby will try to shake off a tough outing in last week's 31-24 home loss to West Virginia. He had three turnovers, including an interception returned for a touchdown. Sorsby challenges defenses. He's throwing for just under 270 yards per game and he's a willing runner.
Iowa State: WR Jaylin Noel is on track for a 1,000-yard season, and his average of 99.2 per game ranks second in the Big 12. He had eight catches for a career-high 167 yards and two touchdowns in last week's 45-36 loss to Kansas.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
An Iowa State victory would give Campbell a fourth season with at least eight wins. ... Pryor has four touchdowns of 50-plus yards, three of them having gone for at least 60, tied for most in the Big 12. Three of his long touchdowns have come on the first offensive play of a drive. ... Bearcats LB Jared Bartlett is second in the Big 12 with 6.5 sacks. ... The Cyclones won the teams' only previous meeting 30-10 in Cincinnati last year, with Jayden Higgins catching six passes for 172 yards. ... ISU RB Carson Hansen has six touchdowns in his last four games. ... ISU DB Ta'Shawn James made a career-high 10 tackles against Kansas. He had entered the game with just 12 tackles in two years.
___
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            Baylor quarterback Sawyer Robertson celebrates after his team scored a touchdown to take the lead in the second half of an NCAA football game against TCU in Waco, Texas, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024. (Chris Torres/Star-Telegram via AP)
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            Arizona defensive lineman Chase Kennedy (11) sacks West Virginia quarterback Nicco Marchiol in the second half during an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024, in Tucson, Ariz. (AP Photo/Rick Scuteri)
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            Baylor punter Palmer Williams (94) and tight end Matthew Klopfenstein (85) celebrate with kicker Isaiah Hankins (98) after Hankins kicked the game-winning field goal to defeat TCU in an NCAA football game in Waco, Texas, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024. (Chris Torres/Star-Telegram via AP)
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            Baylor quarterback Sawyer Robertson celebrates after his team scored a touchdown to take the lead in the second half of an NCAA football game against TCU in Waco, Texas, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024. (Chris Torres/Star-Telegram via AP)
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            Arizona defensive lineman Chase Kennedy (11) sacks West Virginia quarterback Nicco Marchiol in the second half during an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024, in Tucson, Ariz. (AP Photo/Rick Scuteri)
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            Baylor punter Palmer Williams (94) and tight end Matthew Klopfenstein (85) celebrate with kicker Isaiah Hankins (98) after Hankins kicked the game-winning field goal to defeat TCU in an NCAA football game in Waco, Texas, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024. (Chris Torres/Star-Telegram via AP)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Baylor (5-4, 3-3 Big 12) at West Virginia (5-4, 4-2), Saturday, 4 p.m. EST (ESPN2)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Baylor by 3. 
Series record: West Virginia leads 8-4.
What's at stake?
Either team will become bowl eligible with a win. Baylor is coming off a bye week and is riding a three-game winning streak that turned around a 2-4 start to the season. West Virginia has won two straight, both on the road, and will try to avoid its fourth loss at home this season.
Key matchup
West Virginia's defense vs. Baylor QB Sawyer Robertson. The junior has come on strong during the Bears' current win streak with eight touchdown passes and one interception. He also is sneaky good on the ground, averaging 5.4 yards per carry with two games of at least 73 rushing yards. A year ago, Robertson went 17-of-19 for 219 yards in a home loss to West Virginia. The Mountaineers this year have turned some opposing quarterbacks into stars, allowing 14.4 yards per completion. West Virginia's four interceptions are tied with Cincinnati for the fewest in the league.




Players to watch
Baylor: RB Bryson Washington. The redshirt freshman ran for a season-high 196 yards and scored four TDs two weeks ago against TCU. He is averaging 6 yards per carry this season. He also has caught 15 passes. 
West Virginia: QB Garrett Greene or Nicco Marchiol. Coach Neal Brown said he isn't sure whether Greene is ready to return after missing the past two games with an upper body injury. Marchiol won both starts on the road in Greene's absence, including last week at Cincinnati. Greene is the Big 12's top rushing quarterback but has gotten into trouble with his arm, throwing two interceptions apiece in losses to Iowa State and No. 20 Kansas State. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
The Baylor linebacking duo of Matt Jones and Thomas Keaton are averaging a combined 18 tackles per game. ... West Virginia has been outscored in the second half in seven of its nine games. ... Baylor is averaging nearly 45 points per game during its current winning streak. ... The Bears are trying to become bowl eligible for the third time in coach Dave Aranda's five seasons. West Virginia is going after a fourth bowl berth in six years under Brown.
___

Get alerts on the latest AP Top 25 poll throughout the season. Sign up here AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Arizona State wide receiver Jordyn Tyson (0) is lifted in the air after scoring a touchdown against Central Florida during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Tempe, Ariz. Arizona State won 35-31.(AP Photo/Darryl Webb)
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            Arizona State defensive back Xavion Alford (2) celebrates stoping Central Florida on fourth down late in the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Tempe, Ariz. Arizona State won 35-31.(AP Photo/Darryl Webb)
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            Kansas State running back DJ Giddens, right, makes a gain in front of Houston defensive back Ajani Carter (12) during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)
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            Kansas State head coach Chris Klieman watches warm-ups prior to an NCAA college football game against Houston, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)
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Arizona State (7-2, 4-2 Big 12) at No. 20 Kansas State (7-2, 4-2), Saturday, 7 p.m. EST (ESPN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Kansas State by 8 1/2.
Series record: Arizona State leads 5-1.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Arizona State and Kansas State are among a logjam of four Big 12 teams that are 4-2 in conference play, and all of them but West Virginia are 7-2 overall. That means the Sun Devils and Wildcats are a game behind Colorado -- Kansas State has the tiebreaker on the Buffalos courtesy of a head-to-head win -- and two games behind unbeaten BYU with the top two teams advancing to the conference championship game. 
KEY MATCHUP
Arizona State freshman Sam Leavitt against the Kansas State pass defense, which has been prone to giving up big yardage through the air this season. Leavitt has thrown for 1,631 yards with 14 touchdown passes and only four interceptions. He has six of those TD passes and no picks the past two weeks in wins over Oklahoma State and UCF.




PLAYERS TO WATCH
Arizona State: RB Cam Skattebo missed last week's game against UCF with an undisclosed injury, but Sun Devils coach Kenny Dillingham said he would try to practice this week. Skattebo has 1,001 yards rushing and 11 scores along with 27 catches for 404 yards and two more TDs in eight games this season.
Kansas State: QB Avery Johnson's hyped first season as the starter has been a rollercoaster ride, and it hit a big-time dip two weeks ago in an upset loss in Houston. Johnson was just 23 of 39 for 238 yards with a touchdown and two interceptions for his worst quarterback rating since a similarly ugly performance in a loss to BYU.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
The teams have not met since the 2002 Holiday Bowl won by Kansas State. Prior to that game, Arizona State had won all five matchups with the first in November 1964 and the most recent regular-season game on Sept. 9, 1989. ... Arizona State is off to its best start since going 8-1 in 2014. ... Leavitt's back-to-back games with three TD passes and no picks are the first for Arizona State since Jayden Daniels did so in three straight games in 2019. ... Arizona State WR Jordyn Tyson has 448 yards receiving and five TD catches over the last five games. ... Kansas State is coming off its second bye of the season. ... Johnson needs 108 yards passing to reach 2,000 this season.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            FILE - A Beagle Scout Snoopy balloon floats above Central Park West in New York during the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade on Thursday, Nov. 23, 2023. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)
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            Cynthia Erivo arrives at the premiere of "Wicked" on Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, at Dorothy Chandler Pavilion in Los Angeles. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The giant balloons may be flying at the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, but the stars will be on street. Organizers revealed Thursday that actor-singer Jennifer Hudson, dance music icon Kylie Minogue and Broadway and "Pose" star Billy Porter will all perform, an upping of the star wattage over previous years.
The trio will be in front of Macy's iconic Herald Square flagship store, while also added to the parade are "Wicked" star Cynthia Erivo and Cole Escola, the star and writer of "Oh, Mary!," the unconventional smash that's become the toast of Broadway.
They will join a massive group of already-announced parade stars -- including reality TV's Ariana Madix, Broadway belter Idina Menzel, hip-hop's T-Pain, members of the WNBA champions New York Liberty and country duo Dan + Shay.
Music performers scheduled to perform include The War and Treaty, Lea Salonga, Kylie Cantrall, The Temptations, Chloe, Charli D'Amelio, Jimmy Fallon & The Roots, Coco Jones, Walker Hayes, Rachel Platten, Bishop Briggs, Joey McIntyre, Natti Natasha and ballet dancers Tiler Peck and Roman Mejia.

    


The holiday tradition will begin at 8:30 a.m. on Nov. 28 in all time zones and will be kicked off by actor Alison Brie, the "Glow" star currently starring in Peacock's "Apples Never Fall."


This year's parade will feature 17 giant character balloons, 22 floats, 15 novelty and heritage inflatables, 11 marching bands, 700 clowns and 10 performance groups.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The parade airs on NBC and streams on Peacock. Savannah Guthrie, Hoda Kotb and Al Roker from "Today" will host and a Spanish language simulcast on Telemundo will be hosted by Carlos Adyan and Andrea Meza.
Broadway also will be represented by performances from "Death Becomes Her," "Hell's Kitchen" and "The Outsiders," as well as the iconic Radio City Rockettes and "Riverdance" dancers.

The Macy's parade has been a traditional holiday season kickoff and spectators line-up a half-dozen deep along the route to cheer the floats, entertainers and marching bands. Last year, Cher was the headliner.
___
Mark Kennedy is at http://twitter.com/KennedyTwits

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/macys-thanksgiving-parade-jennifer-hudson-billy-porter-56d790dadc0485add54148d71c82f0fe



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    No. 17 Clemson hopes to keep ACC title hopes alive when Tigers visit sliding Pittsburgh | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



No. 17 Clemson hopes to keep ACC title hopes alive when Tigers visit sliding Pittsburgh

    No. 17 Clemson hopes to keep ACC title hopes alive when Tigers visit sliding Pittsburgh

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 7 | 
            Clemson's Phil Mafah, front left, runs against Virginia Tech's Keonta Jenkins, front right, during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Blacksburg, Va. (AP Photo/Robert Simmons)
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            Clemson's Jake Briningstool (9) catches pass against Virginia Tech's Caleb Woodson (20) during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Blacksburg, Va. (AP Photo/Robert Simmons)
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            Clemson's T.J. Moore (1) reacts after catching a touchdown pass against Virginia Tech during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Blacksburg, Va. (AP Photo/Robert Simmons)
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            Clemson head coach Dabo Swinney looks on in the second half of an NCAA college football game against Louisville, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in Clemson, S.C. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman)
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            Pittsburgh quarterback Eli Holstein (10) is attended to after getting injured during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Virginia Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            Pittsburgh running back Desmond Reid (0) carries as he's defended by Virginia safety Jonas Sanker (20) during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            Pittsburgh head coach Pat Narduzzi watches on during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Virginia Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            Clemson's Phil Mafah, front left, runs against Virginia Tech's Keonta Jenkins, front right, during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Blacksburg, Va. (AP Photo/Robert Simmons)
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            Clemson's Jake Briningstool (9) catches pass against Virginia Tech's Caleb Woodson (20) during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Blacksburg, Va. (AP Photo/Robert Simmons)
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            Clemson's T.J. Moore (1) reacts after catching a touchdown pass against Virginia Tech during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Blacksburg, Va. (AP Photo/Robert Simmons)
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            Clemson head coach Dabo Swinney looks on in the second half of an NCAA college football game against Louisville, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in Clemson, S.C. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman)
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            Pittsburgh quarterback Eli Holstein (10) is attended to after getting injured during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Virginia Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            Pittsburgh running back Desmond Reid (0) carries as he's defended by Virginia safety Jonas Sanker (20) during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


PITTSBURGH (AP) -- Clemson lost its dominance a couple of weeks ago when the 17th-ranked Tigers were upset by Louisville, dropping them out of first place in the supersized ACC.
Just don't confuse that lack of control with a lack of care about where their season goes from here. Clemson (7-2 overall, 6-1 ACC) knows its only path to reaching the ACC title relies on beating suddenly reeling Pittsburgh (7-2, 3-2) on Saturday and receiving a little help along the way from the teams that conference frontrunners SMU and Miami play in the coming weeks. 
If the Tigers walk out of Acrisure Stadium with a loss to the Panthers -- as they did in their last visit in 2021 -- and any hope vanishes of reaching the College Football Playoff.
"We put ourselves in position," Clemson coach Dabo Swinney said. "We weren't in position this time last year. So we're still in the thick of it, there's a lot of things that can happen."

    


But only if the Tigers avoid a misstep against Pitt, which has dropped two straight following a 7-0 start. The latest was a 24-19 setback at home against Virginia last week that had all the hallmarks of a team in regression. 




Quarterbacks Eli Holstein and Nate Yarnell combined to complete just 10 of 32 passes and the defense allowed the Cavaliers to control the ball for more than 35 minutes, including a clock-killing drive late in the fourth quarter.
There's no need to remind linebacker Brandon George, who is well aware of the stakes as the sixth-year senior prepares for his last appearance in front of the Panther Pit.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Every game is an opportunity to show who you are, show that you belong where you are and show that you're not, you weren't a pretender, right?" George said. 
Pitt's chance to reach the ACC championship likely ended when Yarnell threw a last-gasp interception in the final moments against the Cavaliers. The program still has a chance to turn a season that has already exceeded external expectations into something special.

    


The Panthers need to avoid the kind of self-inflicted mistakes -- from dropped passes to penalties -- that doomed them against the Cavaliers. Having Clemson on the schedule makes it a little easier to regain whatever focus they might have lacked.
'No doubt about it," Pitt coach Pat Narduzzi said. "If last week didn't get their motor going, I hope anyone who has ambitions about playing in the National Football League, let's see what you've got against Clemson. Let's see you play your best game here."
HAMPTON'S PICK
Clemson cornerback Ashton Hampton initially wasn't that impressed with his one-handed interception along the sideline in a win at Virginia Tech last week, despite the reaction of many. 
Hampton, a 6-foot-2 freshman, was just scrolling through social media after the 24-14 victory when he read a post saying he was No. 3 on ESPN's Top 10 of the day's best plays. 
"Oh, that's kind of cool right now," he said. "That definitely made me happy."

    


QUARTERBACK QUANDARY
Holstein exited the game against Virginia in the second half with an apparent head injury after he took a shot while sliding at the end of a scramble. It marked the second time in three weeks Holstein left after taking a high hit.
Narduzzi -- who is loathe to talk about injuries -- has been vague about whether Holstein will be available.
Whoever is behind center will need to take a step forward after weeks of backsliding. Holstein has cooled since a fast start while Yarnell tossed a pair of second-half interceptions in relief against Virginia.
ABOUT TIME
Tigers defensive coordinator Wes Goodwin was happy his unit finally showed its strength against the Hokies after a demoralizing performance in the loss to Louisville. 
The Tigers, known for their ability to stop the run, allowed the Cardinals to gain 210 yards for its second-highest total this season. Clemson bounced back by holding to Hokies to just 40 yards on the ground.
"Sometimes, you show up and have a bad day at the office," Goodwin said of the Louisville game.
___
AP Sports Writer Pete Iacobelli in Clemson, South Carolina, contributed to this report.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            South Africa's Lukhanyo Am, left is tackled by Scotland's Finn Russell, and Scotland's Pierre Schoeman during the Autumn Nations series rugby union match between Scotland and South Africa in Edinburgh, Scotland, Sunday, Nov. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Scott Heppell)
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            South Africa's Eben Etzebeth, left, and Scotland's Zander Fagerson have an tussle during the Autumn Nations series rugby union match between Scotland and South Africa in Edinburgh, Scotland, Sunday, Nov. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Scott Heppell)
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            Scotland's Tom Jordan, holds onto the ball as he is tackled by South Africa's Willie Le Roux during the Autumn Nations series rugby union match between Scotland and South Africa in Edinburgh, Scotland, Sunday, Nov. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Scott Heppell)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Siya Kolisi returned as captain and prop Wilco Louw was picked for his first test match since 2021 as South Africa made 12 changes for the rugby test against under-pressure England on Saturday.
Only forwards Eben Etzebeth, Ox Nche and Bongi Mbonambi were retained on Thursday from the team which defeated Scotland 32-15 on Sunday, meaning Springboks coach Rassie Erasmus changed his entire back division to deal with a six-day turnaround.
Erasmus has averaged 8.5 personnel changes per test in the 11 matches since the Boks' opening test in 2024, against Wales in June. That was also at Twickenham, where Saturday's match is staged.
Kolisi reclaimed the armband from Etzebeth, while Louw -- a late injury call-up for the tour -- was back for the first time since a behind-closed-doors test against Argentina during the pandemic.
Erasmus went with a 5-3 split in favor of the forwards on the bench, unlike a 7-1 against the Scots.

    


England, which has lost its last four matches and was beaten by the Boks in the Rugby World Cup semifinals last year, made four changes after its 42-37 loss to Australia on Saturday -- including a promotion to the starting team for winger Ollie Sleightholme after his two tries off the bench against the Wallabies.




Scrumhalf Jack van Poortvliet, fullback Freddie Steward and flanker Sam Underhill were also brought in.
"Test matches against South Africa are always thrilling contests, and I'm sure Saturday will be no exception," England coach Steve Borthwick said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
___
Lineups:
England: Freddie Steward, Tommy Freeman, Ollie Lawrence, Henry Slade, Ollie Sleightholme, Marcus Smith, Jack van Poortvliet; Ben Earl, Sam Underhill, Chandler Cunningham-South, George Martin, Maro Itoje, Will Stuart, Jamie George (captain), Ellis Genge. Reserves: Luke Cowan-Dickie, Fin Baxter, Dan Cole, Nick Isiekwe, Alex Dombrandt, Harry Randall, George Ford, Tom Roebuck.


    


South Africa: Aphelele Fassi, Cheslin Kolbe, Jesse Kriel, Damian de Allende, Kurt-Lee Arendse, Manie Libbok, Grant Williams; Jasper Wiese, Pieter-Steph du Toit, Siya Kolisi (captain), RG Snyman, Eben Etzebeth, Wilco Louw, Bongi Mbonambi, Ox Nche. Reserves: Malcolm Marx, Gerhard Steenekamp, Vincent Koch, Elrigh Louw, Kwagga Smith, Cobus Reinach, Handre Pollard, Lukhanyo Am.
___
AP rugby: https://apnews.com/hub/rugby
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                                        Brett Robinson, a former Australia back-row forward, was elected as the first non-European chairman of World Rugby, the sport's global governing body, on Thursday.
The 54-year-old Robinson beat Abdelatif Benazzi and Andrea Rinaldo in the voting for the most powerful position in rugby and will succeed Bill Beaumont in the role.
Robinson won following two rounds of voting at a meeting of the World Rugby council in Dublin, ultimately edging Benazzi -- the former France No. 8 -- 27-25 in the second round. Rinaldo, an ex-Italy lock and widely presumed to be the outsider in the election race, was knocked out after the first round.
Robinson has been a member of World Rugby's executive board since 2016 and his appointment ensures some continuity ahead of a period when Australia will be in the rugby spotlight.
The British and Irish Lions tour Down Under next year and the men's World Cup will be staged in Australia in 2027. Rugby sevens should be on the Olympic schedule for the Summer Games in Brisbane, Australia, in 2032.

    


Born and raised in Morocco, Benazzi presented himself as a champion of the global game and someone who could broaden rugby's appeal beyond its traditional strongholds and into regions like his native Africa.




In Robinson, World Rugby is set to have a more conservative chairman than Benazzi would have been.

After his win, Robinson said he would aim to deliver, among other things, "financial sustainability across all member unions" and "competitions that drive audience engagement and commercial outcomes."
He said he was committed to make rugby a "contemporary global sport."
___
AP rugby: https://apnews.com/hub/rugby
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                    FILE - Ferrari driver Fernando Alonso of Spain steers his car as two sunbathers relaxes on a terrace during the qualifying session at the Monaco racetrack, on May 28, 2011. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno, File)
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                                        MONACO (AP) -- Formula 1 extended a contract with the Monaco Grand Prix for six more years on Thursday.
The famed city circuit will stage F1 till 2031.
"I'm delighted," F1 chief executive Stefano Domenicali said.
"The streets of Monte Carlo are unique and a famous part of Formula 1, and the Monaco Grand Prix remains a race that all drivers dream of winning."
Under the new deal with the Automobile Club of Monaco, starting in 2026, the grand prix will be contested on the first full weekend in June.
Next year's race is on May 25 and will mark the 75th anniversary of its official F1 debut. Monaco was first raced in 1929.
Ferrari driver Charles Leclerc won this year, becoming the first local to win the grand prix.
That weekend was the most watched edition of the race in U.S. history, and the third most-viewed F1 race of all time in the U.S., F1 said.
___
AP auto racing: https://apnews.com/hub/auto-racing
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            FILE - Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Fla., speaks during the Conservative Political Action Conference, CPAC 2024, at the National Harbor, in Oxon Hill, Md., Feb. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 4 | 
            FILE - Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Fla., departs after speaking during the Conservative Political Action Conference, CPAC 2024, at the National Harbor, in Oxon Hill, Md., Feb. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/(AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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                                        Florida Rep. Matt Gaetz's nomination to be President-elect Donald Trump's attorney general has created a remarkable amount of pushback from Republicans otherwise inclined to follow Trump's wishes.
Gaetz is unpopular with many fellow House Republicans for his push to oust former Speaker Kevin McCarthy and a long trail of stories about his personal conduct, including a federal investigation into allegations that he arranged to have sex with a minor. The investigation was closed without charges and Gaetz denies wrongdoing.
Other Republicans on Wednesday and Thursday said they would consider Gaetz's nomination with an open mind or noted favorably his advocacy for Trump. Gaetz is a longtime Trump supporter and frequently campaigned for him.
Here are what Republicans are saying about him:
Rep. Don Bacon, Nebraska:
"I was told growing up that if you don't have anything good to say, don't say anything at all."

    


JOHN BOLTON, former U.N. ambassador and national security adviser: 
"It must be the worst nomination for a Cabinet secretary in American history. I think this is something that falls well outside the scope of deference that should be given to a president in nominating members of the senior team. Gaetz is not only totally incompetent for this job, he doesn't have the character. He is a person of moral turpitude." 




SEN. SUSAN COLLINS, Maine:
"Obviously the president has the right to nominate whomever he wishes, but this is where the Senate's advise and consent process is so important. I'm sure that there will be many, many questions raised at Mr. Gaetz's hearing if in fact the nomination goes forward."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
SEN. JOHN CORNYN, Texas: 
"We'll handle it like any other nomination. I'm not going to prejudge any of these."
SEN. KEVIN CRAMER, North Dakota:
"I think it's a little bit of a test." "It will take a lot of political capital to get him" confirmed. 

    


SEN. LINDSEY GRAHAM, South Carolina: 
"I'm predisposed to try to help presidents with their picks. But he'll have to answer some tough questions in the hearing, and we'll see how he does."
SENATE GOP LEADER JOHN THUNE, South Dakota:
"That's probably a good question for the chairman of the Judiciary Committee."
SEN. CHUCK GRASSLEY, Iowa, the likely next chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee: 
"I suppose I'll have to look at it. That's all I can say at this point because I don't know much about Matt Gaetz."
HOUSE SPEAKER MIKE JOHNSON, Louisiana: 
Gaetz is "one of the most intelligent" members of Congress and "a reformer in his mind and heart." "I think he'll bring a lot to the table on that." 
REP. ANNA PAULINA LUNA, Florida: 
"So a lot of people will try to brand him just as a firebrand. But the fact is that there is a lot of strategy behind" Gaetz's effort to oust former House Speaker Kevin McCarthy. 
SEN. MARKWAYNE MULLIN, Oklahoma: 
"Matt Gaetz and I, there's no question, we've had our differences. I completely trust President Trump's decision-making on this one. But at the same time, (Gaetz) has to come to ... the Senate and sell himself. There's a lot of questions that are going to be out there. He's got to answer those questions." 

    


SEN. LISA MURKOWSKI, Alaska: 
"I do not see him as a serious candidate. The president is free to nominate whoever he may wish. Our constitutional role in nominations is to provide advice. ... I don't know that any of my Senate colleagues advise that Matt Gaetz name should go up, but it's what (Trump) apparently has advanced. But, then our role is to determine the consent end of it. Do we give our consent or do we not?"
SEN. MARCO RUBIO, Florida. 
"I've known Matt for a very long time. We're friends. I think he would do a very good job for the president."
REP. MIKE SIMPSON, Idaho:
"That was about as big a surprise as I've had in a long time. I have a really hard time believing he could get through the Senate confirmation process. You never know."
SEN. THOM TILLIS, North Carolina: 
"I've got very few skills. Vote-counting is one. I think he's got a lot of work to do to get 50" votes in the Senate. "Presumably, the folks who have put him forward have gamed that out. But, I'm sure it will make for a popcorn-eating confirmation hearing. Mr. Gaetz and I have jousted on certain issues between the House and the Senate. ... There's obviously been a lot of disagreements between members of the Senate and Mr. Gaetz."
___

Beaumont reported from Des Moines, Iowa. Associated Press writers Farnoush Amiri, Stephen Groves, Kevin Freking, Mary Clare Jalonick and Lisa Mascaro in Washington contributed to this report.
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            FILE - Protesters advocating for transgender rights and healthcare stand outside of the Ohio Statehouse, Jan. 24, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Patrick Orsagost, File)
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            Sarah McBride, Democratic candidate for Delaware's at-large congressional district, speaks during an election night watch party Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- After losing the White House and both houses of Congress, Democrats are grappling with how to handle transgender politics and policy following a campaign that featured withering and often misleading GOP attacks on the issue.
There is plenty of second-guessing after President-elect Donald Trump anchored his victory over Vice President Kamala Harris with sweeping promises on the economy and immigration. But Democrats also will not soon forget the punchline in anti-transgender Trump ads that became ubiquitous by Election Day: "Kamala is for they/them; President Trump is for you."
"Week by week when that ad hit and stuck and we didn't respond, I think that was the beginning of the end," former Democratic Pennsylvania Gov. Ed Rendell said of the 30-second spot that was part of $215 million in anti-transgender advertising by Trump and Republicans, according to tracking firm AdImpact.

    


"They painted her as something I don't think she is," Rendell said. "They painted her as a far-left liberal."
The fallout leaves some progressive and moderate Democrats struggling between the party's modern identity as a champion of civil rights and its electoral fortunes across swaths of America with whom those attacks resonated.




"There are just a number of issues where we're out of touch," Rep. Seth Moulton, a moderate Massachusetts Democrat said in an interview, days after he set off recriminations within his party for saying he didn't want his daughters playing in sports against biological males. Critics said Moulton echoed Trump's talking points about liberals allowing "men to compete in women's sports."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"I think that Republicans have a hateful position on trans issues," Moulton told The Associated Press, but insisted that Democrats still lose voters because of the party's "attitude."
"Rather than talk down to you and tell you what to believe," he argued, Democrats should "listen to hard-working Americans."

    


LGBTQ+ advocates, meanwhile, are arguing that the 2024 election turned more on economic issues than Trump's transgender rhetoric. They're urging political leaders to counter misinformation that they say threatens the health and safety of transgender Americans, who make up less than 1% U.S. population.
"Trans people have been existing and co-existing," receiving health care and participating in society for years, said Sarah Kate Ellis, CEO of GLAAD, a leading LGBTQ+ advocacy group. "Nothing new happened," Ellis said, other than Republicans singling them out in a presidential campaign year. 
"It didn't change one vote," Ellis argued. "But it did make the world way more dangerous for trans people."
Another Democratic Massachusetts lawmaker, Rep. Ayanna Pressley, didn't name Moulton, but said some reactions to the election "scapegoated and dehumanized" transgender people. "This Congresswoman sees you and loves you," Pressley wrote on the social media platform X.
Certainly it's difficult, if not impossible, to pinpoint single issues that can tip a national election, and there are mixed findings on what voters think about transgender rights.

    


According to AP VoteCast, a survey of more than 120,000 people who cast ballots this fall, 54% of voters overall said support for transgender rights in government and society has gone too far. About 2 in 10 said support has not gone far enough and another 2 in 10 said it's about right. But among Trump voters, 85% said transgender support had gone too far.
Still, slightly more than half of all voters, 52%, oppose banning gender affirming medical treatment such as hormone therapy and puberty blockers, while 47% support such proposals.
About one-quarter of Harris voters said support for transgender rights in government and society has gone too far. About 4 in 10 said it's been about right and about 4 in 10 said it hasn't gone far enough.
Trump and Republicans were relentless in trying to capitalize on the issue. They piled on transgender athletes, with Trump falsely labeling two Olympic boxers as transgender women. They used Harris' comments as a presidential candidate in 2019 -- before she became vice president -- effectively to blame her for laws granting transgender health care to federal prisoners and detainees. 

    


And Trump repeatedly and falsely claimed that "your kid goes to school and comes home a few days later with an operation" changing their sex. 
In reality, the Biden administration has held that Title IX bars discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity -- but Education Department rules do not explicitly address transgender athletes. Federal law that Trump ads cited does require people in U.S. government custody to have access to gender-affirming medical treatments. Those policies were in place throughout Trump's 2017-21 term; they are not something Biden's administration instituted specifically. 

    


And it is not legal in any state for a school to determine and carry out surgical treatment for minor students.
"You gotta fight back" with those explanations, Moulton said, adding that the silence compounds the negative effects for transgender people. "What did we show about our willingness to stand up for trans people by just being silent and ignoring the issue and ignoring the attack?"
Still, Moulton said Democratic leaders on Capitol Hill and in statehouses should give individual elected officials and voters the space to take more conservative positions, and he defended his own comments that he doesn't want his daughters competing in athletics against men.
"I don't want them getting run over on a playing field by a male or formerly male athlete, but as a Democrat I'm supposed to be afraid to say that," Moulton told The New York Times last week.
Before he resigned his post as Texas Democratic chairman, Gilberto Hinojosa said supporting transgender rights doesn't necessarily have to include public funding for gender reassignment surgery.
"We can say, 'OK, we respect people's right to say, we don't want my taxpayer money to be used for that,'" Hinojosa told Texas Public Radio. Hinojosa later apologized via social media, saying LGBTQ Americans "deserve to feel seen, valued and safe in our state and our party."
Ellis, the CEO of GLAAD, pointed to Delaware voters choosing to make state Sen. Sarah McBride the first transgender member of Congress as evidence that Americans "don't hate trans people."
For her part, McBride, a Democrat from Delaware, noted that she did not run on her identity - though it was not a secret - and instead talked to voters about "affordable health care, housing and child care" for everyone.

"The party that was focused on culture wars, the party that was focused on trans people was the Republican Party," McBride told reporters on Capitol Hill after her victory. "It was Donald Trump," she added, who "was trying to divide and distract from the fact that he has absolutely no policy solutions for the issues that are actually keeping voters up at night."
___
Levy reported from Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Associated Press writer Farnoush Amiri in Washington contributed to this report. 
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                    Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin speaks during a joint press briefing with South Korean Defense Minister Kim Yong Hyun at the Pentagon on Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024 in Washington. (AP Photo/Kevin Wolf)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Suicides in the U.S. military increased in 2023, continuing a long-term trend that the Pentagon has struggled to abate, according to a Defense Department report released on Thursday. The increase is a bit of a setback after the deaths dipped slightly the previous year.
The number of suicides and the rate per 100,000 active-duty service members went up, but that the rise was not statistically significant. The number also went up among members of the Reserves, while it decreased a bit for the National Guard.
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin has declared the issue a priority, and top leaders in the Defense Department and across the services have worked to develop programs both to increase mental health assistance for troops and bolster education on gun safety, locks and storage. Many of the programs, however, have not been fully implemented yet, and the moves fall short of more drastic gun safety measures recommended by an independent commission.

    


In a statement Thursday, Austin said the new figures "urgently demonstrate the need for the Department to redouble its work in the complex fields of suicide prevention and postvention." He said the department is moving urgently to put changes in place, adding, "There's still much more work to do, and we won't let up."




The increase was fueled by spikes in the number of Army and Air Force deaths, while the Marine Corps and Navy saw a very small dip.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Overall, there were 523 reported suicides in 2023, compared with 493 in 2022. The number of active-duty troops who died by suicide increased to 363 from 331.
Officials have said that due to the decreasing size of the active-duty force in recent years, they believe the rate of suicides, rather than the number, is a more accurate measure. The suicide rate is calculated based on an active-duty force of about 1.28 million, about 330,000 Reserves and nearly 430,000 in the Guard. The rate for active-duty service members and Reserves went up, while the Guard was lower. 

    


More broadly, however, the trend since 2011 has been an increase in suicides among active-duty suicides service members, while the Guard and Reserve have stayed largely stable. Officials said the statistics generally reflect suicide rates for society as a whole, when adjusted for age and gender, because a majority of those in the military are young and male.
The analysis in the annual report also shows continuing trends for those who die by suicide and how they do it. The report shows that young, male enlisted troops still make up the vast majority of the suicides. and that the bulk of the deaths involve the use of a firearm. 
Suicide data for troops' family members lags by a year. But it shows that fewer family members died by suicide in 2022 than the previous year, with a 9% decrease in the rate. While there are far fewer male spouses, they make up nearly half of the suicide deaths.
An independent committee recommended early last year that the department put in place a series of gun safety measures to reduce suicides in the force, including waiting periods for the purchase of firearms and ammunition by service members on military property.

    


The commission said the department should raise the minimum age for service members to buy guns and ammunition to 25 and require anyone living in military housing to register all privately owned firearms. In addition, it said the department should restrict the possession and storage of privately owned firearms in military barracks and dorms.
In response to that report, Austin released a new campaign to address suicides in the force, but the department chose not to implement the key firearm changes suggested by the commission. Instead, the Pentagon said it would "incentivize" secure firearm storage, provide more storage locations and do more public education on how to safely store guns -- similar to steps that officials have talked about in the past.
Defense officials said that those changes, which could include providing troops with a voucher to defray some costs of gun locks and storage, are in the works but have not been finalized. They are still working on modernizing the training programs to better instruct troops on the safe storage and use of guns and to reduce the stigma of seeking mental health support.


    


In addition, the military services are hiring personnel to staff prevention programs and, as of this summer, about 1,000 professionals have been hired with a goal of 2,500 by 2028.
___ The national suicide and crisis lifeline is available by calling or texting 988. There is also an online chat at 988lifeline.org.
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                    Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., speaks with reporters at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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    Follow AP's coverage of the election and what happens next.


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- Demand Justice, a progressive organization focused on the judiciary, is set to bombard Capitol Hill with a message for the closing weeks of the 118th Congress: Do "whatever it takes" to confirm President Joe Biden's nominees as a second Donald Trump presidency looms.
The Republican president-elect's victory and the GOP takeover of the Senate leaves just seven weeks of Democratic control of the chamber. 
Democrats have confirmed 213 of Biden's judicial nominees during his presidency. Another few dozen are still pending. To add to those confirmations, Senate Democrats would need to stay in Washington far longer than they had planned and also navigate a razor-thin margin that hamstrung them at times on other Biden priorities.
Trump focused heavily on filling court vacancies in his first term, getting 234 judges confirmed, including three to the Supreme Court. Democrats are seeking to deny him more opportunities to name conservative judges as the party determines its path forward after a sweeping defeat that will leave it out of power come January.

    


"Senate Democrats cannot give up and go home just because they lost the chamber," said Skye Perryman, a senior adviser to Demand Justice, whose push will include widespread lobbying, Capitol Hill events and targeted ads. "It is even more critical now that good, qualified, fair-minded judges are confirmed so they can serve as a backstop and uphold the rights of ordinary people and protect our Constitution."




According to the United States Courts website, 17 pending judicial nominees have advanced out of the Senate Judiciary Committee, eight are waiting for votes from the committee and six are waiting for committee hearings. The White House announced new judicial nominees in October and November.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The Senate returned this week from their break around the election. The Senate calendar has the legislative body being out of town around the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays. But the calendar is subject to change, and it is common for senators to leave Washington for extended weekend breaks.

    


The push will confront an already full schedule in the Senate, too. In addition to confirmations, the legislative body will be tasked with providing more disaster aid after a string of deadly storms, passing the annual defense policy bill, and keeping the government funded and open.
Some Democratic-caucusing senators like West Virginia's Joe Manchin and Arizona's Kyrsten Sinema, both independents, are leaving the chamber at the end of this session. And if Republicans are unified to oppose Biden's picks, Manchin has said he will not support judicial appointments that are not bipartisan, shrinking the Democratic margin.
One nominee, April Perry, was confirmed on Monday evening for the northern district of Illinois.
Asked about the effort to pressure Senate Democrats to do all they can to confirm these nominees, Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer said, "We are going to get as many done as we can."
Trump on Sunday urged Republicans to oppose Schumer's efforts. "No Judges should be approved during this period of time because the Democrats are looking to ram through their Judges as the Republicans fight over Leadership," he wrote.

    


"Delaying the confirmation of strongly qualified, experienced judges takes a real-life toll on constituents and leads to backlogs of criminal cases -- meaning there is every urgent reason for Republicans and Democrats to continue working together in good faith to staff the federal bench," White House spokesperson Andrew Bates said in response to Trump. "There is no excuse for choosing partisanship over enforcing the rule of law."
Sen. Dick Durbin, the chair of the Senate Judiciary Committee, said he hoped Republicans would not seek to delay confirmation votes for judges, noting that Democrats agreed to a package of 12 judicial confirmations at the end of the first Trump presidency.
"I hope they follow the precedent," Durbin said.
He added that he hopes to get about two dozen judicial nominees confirmed during the lame-duck session.

    


"That's just about all we can do," he added.
Perryman from Demand Justice echoed that sentiment. "There is no excuse not to put these qualified individuals on the floor for a vote. Americans all across the country are working overtime to make ends meet, and the Senate should work overtime too: Americans deserve better from their elected officials than excuses or delays," Perryman added.
According to operatives working with Demand Justice, the group's plan includes a widespread lobbying effort aimed at key senators, press events urging action and a new website that gives constituents a chance to see where the effort stands.
"With only weeks left before the new Congress, it's more urgent than ever that Democratic senators do whatever it takes -- staying late, working weekends -- during the lame duck session," said Maggie Jo Buchanan, a top operative at the progressive organization.

    


Sen. Elizabeth Warren of Massachusetts, in a series of post-election posts reflecting on Trump's win, urged Schumer to "use every minute of the end-of-year legislative session to confirm federal judges and key regulators -- none of whom can be removed by the next President."
And groups like The Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights have echoed this focus.

"As the Senate returns to Washington and with limited time remaining, it is critically important that our senators immediately vote on all of President Biden's judicial nominees," said Lena Zwarensteyn, senior director of the fair courts program and an advisor at The Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights.
___
Associated Press writer Kevin Freking contributed to this report.
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                    FILE - The Department of Homeland Security logo is seen during a news conference in Washington, Feb. 25, 2015. (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Biden administration on Thursday released guidelines for using artificial intelligence in the power grid, water system, air travel network and other pieces of critical infrastructure.
Private industry would have to adopt and implement the guidelines announced by the Homeland Security Department, which were developed in consultation with the department's advisory Artificial Intelligence Safety and Security Board.
Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas told reporters that "we intend the framework to be, frankly, a living document and to change as developments in the industry change as well."
The framework recommends that AI developers evaluate potentially dangerous capabilities in their products, ensure their products align with "human-centric values" and protect users' privacy. The cloud-computing infrastructure would need to vet hardware and software suppliers and protect the physical security of data centers.

    


Owners and operators of critical infrastcture are advised to have stronger cybersecurity protocols that consider AI-related risks and provide transparency about how AI is used. There are also guidelines for state and local governments.




Asked if the framework could possibly change once President-elect Donald Trump takes the oath of office in January, Mayorkas stressed that he was implementing the policies of President Joe Biden's administration.

"The president-elect will determine what policies to promulgate and implement," Mayorkas said. "And that is, of course, the president-elect's prerogative."
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                    A voter marks her ballot at a polling place, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in Milwaukee, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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    Follow AP's coverage of the election and what happens next.


    


MADISON, Wis. (AP) -- Wisconsin voters saw a record number of school referenda on their ballots in 2024 and approved a record number of the funding requests, according to a report released Thursday.
The Wisconsin Policy Forum study found that school districts asked voters to sign off on a record 241 referenda, eclipsing the old record of 240 set in 1998. The referenda sought a total of $5.9 billion, a new record ask. The old records was $3.3 billion set in 2022.
Voters approved 169 referenda, breaking the old record of 140 set in 2018. They authorized a record total of $4.4 billion in new funding for school districts, including $3.3 billion in debt. The old record, unadjusted for inflation, was $2.7 billion set in 2020.
A total of 145 districts -- more than a third of the state's 421 public school districts -- passed a referendum in 2024. Voters in the Madison Metropolitan School District approved the largest referenda in the state, signing off on a record $507 million debt referendum and as well as a $100 million operating referendum.


    


The report attributed the rising number of referenda to increases in inflation outpacing increases in the state's per pupil revenue limits, which restrict how much money districts can raise through property taxes and state aid.
Increasing pressure to raise wages and the loss of federal COVID-19 pandemic relief aid also have played a role, according to the report. 
The Wisconsin Policy Forum is a nonpartisan, independent policy research organization.
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                    North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper unveils a report about damages caused by Hurricane Helene and his $3.9 billion request to the General Assembly for recovery initiatives during a press conference at the Albemarle Building in Raleigh, N.C., Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gary D. Robertson)
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper has commuted what have been lengthy sentences served by six criminal offenders in state prisons -- five of whom were convicted of murder -- and granted pardons to two others. 
Those pardons of innocence that the outgoing governor also signed on Wednesday give the persons wrongly imprisoned for erroneous felony convictions the ability to seek monetary compensation from the North Carolina Industrial Commission.
One such pardon was issued to Mark Crotts, who was once convicted of murdering an elderly Alamance County couple in 1990. Crotts served two years in prison, but his convictions were set aside by a court, and he was ultimately acquitted in a retrial.
The other pardon went to Darron Carmon, who was convicted in 1994 of robbery with a dangerous weapon at a Pitt County convenience store and served more than seven years in prison. Carmon, now a pastor, maintained his innocence. He was exonerated after a judge in 2022 vacated his conviction as new evidence surfaced.

    


Four of the commutations originated from recommendations by a special board that Cooper created during his second term to review petitions from people sentenced to prison for crimes committed while they were under the age of 18. 




Cooper also granted commutations to two other offenders sentenced in the 1990s to life in prison without parole. During that time a law contained a process by which their sentences can be reviewed after 25 years by a trial judge in the county where the conviction happened and the state parole commission. While that review law has since been repealed, it still applies to such offenders convicted during that era, Cooper's office said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Ensuring careful review of cases while taking executive clemency action is a responsibility I take seriously," Cooper said in a news release. "All of these individuals are deserving of clemency and we will continue to work to protect our communities and improve the fairness of our criminal justice system."

    


The commutations based on Juvenile Sentence Review Board recommendations went to George Lesane, 47, who has served over 30 years for the murder of Larry McCormick in Robeson County; Donte Santiago, 40, who has served more than 23 years for the murder of Frederick Howell in Onslow County; Kirston Angell, 35, who has served 17 years for the murder of Bobby Boles and assault of two other victims in Davie County; and Terence Smith, 42, who has served nearly 25 years for his involvement in a robbery where three people were injured in Forsyth County. 
Lesane and Smith will be released Nov. 27, while Santiago becomes parole-eligible immediately and Angell parole-eligible in January 2027, according to Cooper's office. 
The other two commutations following recommendations by judges and the parole board were granted to Penny Jarrett, 60, who has served 27 years of a life-without-parole sentence for the murder of Henry Draughn in Guilford County; and Jesse Graham, 71, who has served 26 years of a life-without-parole sentence for the murder of Jimmy Harris, also in Guilford County. Jarrett and Graham also become parole-eligible immediately. 

Cooper's news release identified various activities and rehabilitative efforts that each of the six offenders receiving commutations have participated in while behind bars. 
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                    FILE- Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Ranking Member Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., speaks during a committee hearing, Tuesday, Oct. 31, 2023, on Capitol Hill in Washington. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough, File)
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                                        Kentucky U.S. Sen. Rand Paul said Thursday that he will lead the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee, where he intends to immediately take up President-elect Donald Trump's plan to reinstate a policy requiring asylum-seekers to wait in Mexico for hearings in U.S. immigration court.
Paul said he will be the committee's new chair after Republicans won control of the Senate in this month's elections. The new role will put Paul -- a limited-government advocate and longtime skeptic of surveillance programs -- in charge of a committee with broad jurisdiction over government operations, including the Department of Homeland Security. Paul has been the committee's ranking Republican during Democratic control of the Senate.
"I chose to chair this committee over another because I believe that, for the health of our republic, Congress must stand up once again for its constitutional role," Paul said in a statement. "This committee's mission of oversight and investigations is critical to Congress reasserting itself."

    


Paul, in his third term, said he will immediately take up a key part of Trump's immigration policy -- forcing asylum-seekers to wait in Mexico for immigration court hearings in the United States. 




Democratic President Joe Biden in 2022 scrapped the policy, which critics said was inhumane for exposing migrants to extreme violence in Mexico and making access to attorneys far more difficult.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Our first hearing will examine reinstating the successful 'Remain in Mexico' policy from the first Trump administration," Paul said. "We will also expeditiously move President Trump's critical nominees, including Governor Kristi Noem, in time for Inauguration Day."
Trump selected Noem, South Dakota's governor, to head the Department of Homeland Security, an agency that's integral to his vow to secure the border and carry out a massive deportation operation.

    


Paul was first elected in 2010, when he rode a conservative tea party wave right past the GOP establishment in Kentucky, bringing his libertarian-leaning brand to the Senate. He ran for president in 2016 but was swamped by Trump's first successful run for the White House.
Paul consistently rails against federal spending as he warns about the nation's soaring debt. He signaled that his chairmanship will be guided by his views on spending as well as on government regulations that he often sees as burdensome on the economy.
Another goal, he said, is for the committee to carry out "consequential bipartisan oversight and investigations." Paul didn't elaborate but during his 2022 reelection run he said he wanted to wage a vigorous review into the origins of COVID-19 if he gained a committee chairmanship. Paul, an ophthalmologist, opposed what he viewed as government overreach in response to the pandemic.
His new role as a committee chairman will give Paul considerably more clout, after years when he rejected and occasionally even shut down Washington's normal workings to promote his vision of limited government and restraint in foreign policy.


    


Back in Kentucky, Paul remains popular but he suffered a policy setback this month when voters soundly rejected a ballot measure that was intended to allow state lawmakers to allocate public tax dollars to support students attending private or charter schools. Paul was a prominent supporter of the proposal. The opposition was led by Democratic Gov. Andy Beshear, who said that tax dollars allocated for education should only go to public schools. Beshear is seen as a rising Democratic star as the national party looks to recover from its losses in this month's election.
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                                        NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -- A nonprofit dedicated to opposing diversity initiatives in medicine has filed a federal lawsuit challenging the requirements surrounding the racial makeup of key medical boards in Tennessee.
The Virginia-based Do No Harm filed the lawsuit earlier this month, marking the second legal battle the group has launched in the Volunteer State in the past year. 
In 2023, Do No Harm filed a similar federal lawsuit seeking to overturn the state's requirement that one member of the Tennessee Board of Podiatric Medical Examiners must be a racial minority. That suit was initially dismissed by a judge in August but the group has since filed an appeal to the 6th Circuit Court of Appeals.
Do No Harm is now targeting Tennessee's Board of Medical Examiners, which requires the governor to appoint at least one Black member, and Board of Chiropractic Examiners, which requires one racial minority member.

    


In both lawsuits, Do No Harm and their attorneys with the Pacific Legal Foundation say they have clients who were denied board appointments because they weren't a minority. 
"While citizens may serve on a wide array of boards and commissions, an individual's candidacy often depends on factors outside his or her control, like age or race," the lawsuit states. "Sadly, for more than thirty-five years, Tennessee governors have been required to consider an individual's race when making appointments to the state's boards, commissions, and committees."




A spokesperson for the both the medical and chiropractic boards did not immediately return a request for comment on Thursday. Gov. Bill Lee is named as the defendant in the lawsuit, due to his overseeing of state board appointments. His spokesperson declined to comment citing the pending litigation. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
More than 35 years ago, the Tennessee Legislature adopted legislation directing the governor to "strive to ensure" that at least one member on state advisory boards are ages 60 or older and at least one member who is a "member of a racial minority."

    


Do No Harm's lawsuit does not seek overturn the age requirement in Tennessee law. 
According to the suit, there are two vacancies on the Board of Medical Examiners but because all of the current members are white, Gov. Lee "must consider a potential board member's race as a factor in making his appointment decisions."
Do No Harm was founded by Dr. Stanley Goldfarb, a kidney specialist and a professor emeritus and former associate dean at the University of Pennsylvania's medical school. He retired in 2021 and incorporated Do No Harm -- a phrase included in Hippocratic oath taken by all new physician receiving a medical degree -- in 2022. 

That same year, Do No Harm sued Pfizer over its program for its race-based eligibility requirements for a fellowship program designed for college students of Black, Latino and Native American descent. While the suit was dismissed, Pfizer dropped the program. 
Meanwhile, Do No Harm has also offered model legislation to restrict gender-affirming care for youth which have been adopted by a handful of states.
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            Former Chilean Interior Minister Manuel Monsalve is escorted by an Investigative Police agent after he was arrested as part of an investigation into an alleged rape of a female official that led to his resignation, in Santiago, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 4 | 
            Former Chilean Interior Minister Manuel Monsalve is escorted by Investigative Police agents after he was arrested as part of an investigation into an alleged rape of a female official that led to his resignation, in Santiago, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            Former Chilean Interior Minister Manuel Monsalve is transported by Investigative Police agents after he was arrested as part of an investigation into an alleged rape of a female official that led to his resignation, in Santiago, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 4 | 
            Former Chilean Interior Minister Manuel Monsalve is escorted by Investigative Police agents after he was arrested as part of an investigation into an alleged rape of a female official that led to his resignation, in Santiago, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Former top official in Chile is arrested on rape charges in a blow to President Boric

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            Former Chilean Interior Minister Manuel Monsalve is escorted by an Investigative Police agent after he was arrested as part of an investigation into an alleged rape of a female official that led to his resignation, in Santiago, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 4

                                    
                                    Former Chilean Interior Minister Manuel Monsalve is escorted by an Investigative Police agent after he was arrested as part of an investigation into an alleged rape of a female official that led to his resignation, in Santiago, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 4 | 
            Former Chilean Interior Minister Manuel Monsalve is escorted by Investigative Police agents after he was arrested as part of an investigation into an alleged rape of a female official that led to his resignation, in Santiago, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 4

                                    
                                    Former Chilean Interior Minister Manuel Monsalve is escorted by Investigative Police agents after he was arrested as part of an investigation into an alleged rape of a female official that led to his resignation, in Santiago, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            Former Chilean Interior Minister Manuel Monsalve is transported by Investigative Police agents after he was arrested as part of an investigation into an alleged rape of a female official that led to his resignation, in Santiago, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 4

                                    
                                    Former Chilean Interior Minister Manuel Monsalve is transported by Investigative Police agents after he was arrested as part of an investigation into an alleged rape of a female official that led to his resignation, in Santiago, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 4 | 
            Former Chilean Interior Minister Manuel Monsalve is escorted by Investigative Police agents after he was arrested as part of an investigation into an alleged rape of a female official that led to his resignation, in Santiago, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 4

                                    
                                    Former Chilean Interior Minister Manuel Monsalve is escorted by Investigative Police agents after he was arrested as part of an investigation into an alleged rape of a female official that led to his resignation, in Santiago, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            NAYARA BATSCHKE

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) -- A former senior official in Chile's government was arrested Thursday on suspicion of rape, authorities said, in a case that has shocked the South American country and dented domestic support for leftist President Gabriel Boric. 
Manuel Monsalve, 59, who until last month served as Chile's deputy interior minister and played a key role in strategizing the country's fight against a rise in organized crime, faces accusations of raping a 32-year-old female staffer in a hotel room after meeting her for dinner in September.
Monsalve has denied committing any crime. He stepped down on Oct. 17 when prosecutors announced they had launched an investigation into the female official's complaint, touching off public outrage and putting further pressure on Boric, a 38-year-old millennial ex-student protest leader who took office in 2022 promising to create a "feminist government." 

    


For over two and a half years, Monsalve, a doctor and former socialist activist, was at the forefront of the government's campaign against a recent gang-driven crime wave that has rattled Chile, long considered one of Latin America's safest and most stable nations. 




Police on Thursday arrested Monsalve at his house in the seaside resort of Vina del Mar and transferred him by car to custody in Chile's capital of Santiago, 128 km (80 miles) away. He was led in handcuffs by detectives into the station to give a statement. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
President Boric, who testified as a witness in the case last week, responded to the arrest of his former top official with a brief post on social media platform X that did not name Monsalve. 
"In Chile, no one is above the law," he wrote.
The rape scandal marks a blow for Boric, whose popularity has declined in the polls and at the ballot box -- where right-wing parties gained against the president's left-wing coalition in last month's regional elections, regarded as an important bellwether for the 2025 presidential vote.

    


Boric's government has come under fire for its handling of the case, with the president waiting two days after the allegations surfaced to dismiss Monsalve from his post and giving a widely criticized news conference in which he revealed that Monsalve had requested to view hotel security footage before the plaintiff had even lodged the complaint.
The prosecutor's office also said Monsalve, while still in charge of public security, sought to use police to investigate the case secretly and reach out to the "inner circle" of the victim, who had worked under Monsalve in the Interior Ministry. Monsalve's lawyers have denied those allegations.

Chile's politically ambitious interior minister, Carolina Toha, whose reputation has also suffered from the charges against her second-in-command, promised the ongoing investigation would "bring justice to bear." 
"Only in this way can we provide answers to the victims, restore social trust and reaffirm the rule of law," she said.
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                                        SAO PAULO (AP) -- A Brazilian Supreme Court justice said Thursday that he believes the explosion outside the court in capital Brasilia was the consequence of frequent far-right attacks and hate speech targeting the country's institutions.
"It grew under the guise of a criminal use of freedom of speech. To offend, threaten, coerce," Justice Alexandre de Moraes said at an event in Brasilia.
Federal Police are investigating the explosions on Wednesday as terrorism and a violent attack on the democratic rule of law, its director, Andrei Passos, said at a news conference later. 
Passos said that the man had attempted to enter the Supreme Court and that it appeared that he acted alone, though the police official indicated he also was viewing the attack in the broader context of extremism. 
"Even if the visible action is individual, behind that action there is never just one person. It's always a group, or ideas of a group, or extremism, radicalism, that lead to committing those crimes," Passos said. "The action, in fact, was an individual action, but the investigation will tell if there are other connections, if there are other networks, what's behind it, what drove it."

    


The police director also said the Supreme Court has received other threats via email, without specifying when.




Security camera footage from the Supreme Court, obtained by television network Globo, shows the suspect approaching a statue outside the Supreme Court. As a guard nears, the man throws an explosive and retreats a few steps, then throws a second device and an explosion follows. Finally, the suspect ignites a third device near to himself, causing his death.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Passos said that the man was a native of southern Santa Catarina state where he previously ran for city council, and had been in Brasilia several months. 
Celina Leao, the lieutenant governor of Brazil's federal district, said Wednesday night that the man first detonated explosives in a car in a Congress parking lot, which didn't cause injuries. Then he went to Three Powers Plaza, where the Supreme Court, Congress and presidential palace are located.

    


Local media identified the man as being a member of Brazil's Liberal Party, the same as former President Jair Bolsonaro. 
Bolsonaro has railed against the Supreme Court in the past and specifically focused his ire on de Moraes. 
Bolsonaro supporters consider de Moraes their chief enemy. He has led a five-year investigation into fake news and threats against Supreme Court justices, which has led to the ban of some far-right allies and supporters from social media and even some imprisonments. He also presided over the nation's top electoral court when it ruled Bolsonaro ineligible for office until 2030, finding that he had abused his power and cast unfounded doubts on the validity of the 2022 election result.
Bolsonaro condemned the attack on social media.
"It is high time for Brazil to once again cultivate an environment suitable for different ideas to confront each other peacefully, and for the strength of arguments to be worth more than the argument of force," he wrote.

    


Some accuse de Moraes of overstepping in the name of protecting Brazilian democracy from political violence and disinformation. Others view his brash tactics as justified by extraordinary circumstances. 
Months after Bolsonaro lost his 2022 election bid, Bolsonaro's supporters stormed the main government buildings in Brasilia, seeking to oust his leftist successor, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, from power. It was widely seen as an echo of the insurrection in the U.S. Capitol two years earlier. 
The Supreme Court has since convicted hundreds of those involved in the uprising for crimes such as criminal association and attempted coup.
De Moraes said Thursday that the explosions outside the Supreme Court appeared to be the most serious attack on the institution since then. 
"The country's pacification is only possible with the accountability of all criminals. There is no possibility of pacification with amnesty for criminals," de Moraes said. 

    


Earlier this year, de Moraes ordered a nationwide ban of X after clashing with its billionaire owner, Elon Musk, over free speech, far-right accounts and misinformation. Musk had disparaged de Moraes, calling him an authoritarian and a censor, even though his rulings, including X's suspension, were repeatedly upheld by his peers. The platform was reinstated in October.
Brazil will host the G20 summit in Rio de Janeiro next week. Passos said that the bombing shouldn't raise any concerns, given that authorities are already implementing the highest level security possible, including with support of the armed forces. 

"I am going this afternoon, shortly, to Rio de Janeiro, where I will personally accompany all actions so we can have the absolute guarantee of security," he added.
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                    FILE - Sudanese soldiers from the Rapid Support Forces unit secure the area in the East Nile province, Sudan, on June 22, 2019. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla, File)
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                                        CAIRO (AP) -- Armored vehicles manufactured by the United Arab Emirates and equipped with French defense systems have been captured by the Sudanese army during the civil war in Sudan, Amnesty International says.
The rights group said in a report on Thursday it had identified the UAE-made armored personnel carriers (APCs) in various parts of Sudan, including the Darfur region, where they were used by the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF) in its fight with the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF).
It added that the presence of the military vehicles on the battlefield "likely constitutes a violation" of a United Nations arms embargo that prohibits the transfer of weapons to Sudan.
The civil war broke out in April 2023 after simmering tensions between the RSF and the Sudanese army escalated to intense fighting across the North African country, where rampant human rights violations were committed. 

    


More than 20,000 people have been killed in the conflict, according to the U.N., while 11.6 million have been forcibly displaced, including 8.3 million people internally and 3.1 million people who fled to neighboring countries.




Sudan's claim that the UAE has been supplying the RSF with weapons that prolonged the 18-month war with the army has been denied by the UAE. 
Amnesty's report said it had identified the presence of several Nimr Ajban APCs on the ground after verifying pictures shared on social media showing the vehicles captured or destroyed by the Sudanese army.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The vehicles were reportedly made in the UAE by Edge Group and equipped with the Galix reactive defense system, which is manufactured in France by Lacroix Defense and KNDS France, according to the Amnesty report.
The Galix system is designed to protect vehicles from approaching threats by releasing projectiles, smoke and decoys, according to Lacroix's website.
"Our research shows that weaponry designed and manufactured in France is in active use on the battlefield in Sudan," said Agnes Callamard, Amnesty International's Secretary General.

    


"The Galix System is being deployed by the RSF in this conflict, and any use in Darfur would be a clear breach of the U.N. arms embargo," she said. "The French government must ensure that Lacroix Defense and KNDS France immediately stop the supply of this system to the UAE."
In response to the Amnesty International report, Lacroix said in an emailed statement to The Associated Press that the company confirms it had supplied the Galix systems for the Emirati Armed Forces for the use of smoke-screening countermeasures. 
"These deliveries were made in strict compliance with the export licenses granted to LACROIX and the associated end-user certificates," the statement read.
Meanwhile, responding to the Amnesty report, a spokesperson for the Emirati government said in an emailed statement that the UAE is the "target of a coordinated disinformation campaign aimed at undermining our foreign policy, regional role, and humanitarian efforts."
"It is both outrageous and unacceptable that the SAF representatives continue to level accusations against the UAE, alleging our involvement in the ongoing conflict," the statement read, adding that the UAE has been involved with humanitarian initiatives to help Sudanese people in the conflict.

    


The UAE said it has told the U.N. Security Council and international partners that it is not providing support or supplies to the RSF or "any of the belligerent warring parties in Sudan."
Last month, the United States sanctioned Algoney Hamdan Daglo Musa, a senior RSF leader and the brother of the paramilitary's commander Mohamed Hamdan Daglo, for "leading efforts" to supply weapons throughout the war.

Algoney controls the UAE-based Tradive General Trading LLC, a front company that imported vehicles to Sudan on behalf of the paramilitary RSF and retrofitted them with machine guns.
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            This photo provided by the Israeli police shows them in the Bedouin village of Umm al-Hiran in southern Israel, where Israeli authorities demolished the village's last building Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (Israeli Police via AP)
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            This photo provided by the Israeli police shows them in the Bedouin village of Umm al-Hiran in southern Israel, where Israeli authorities demolished the village's last building Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (Israeli Police via AP)
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- Israeli authorities on Thursday completed the demolition of a village at the heart of a yearslong struggle by members of the country's Arab Bedouin minority against relocation plans.
Israel says the hundreds of villagers were squatting on state-owned land, and officials had offered them plots in a nearby Bedouin township. Residents of the village, Umm al-Hiran, accuse the authorities of forcibly displacing them so the land can be developed for Israel's Jewish majority.
Israel's far-right national security minister, Itamar Ben-Gvir, celebrated the move, posting on X that there has been a 400% increase in the issuance of such demolition orders so far this year.
"Proud to lead a strong policy of demolishing illegal houses in the Negev!" he wrote.
Israeli bulldozers entered the 400-person village in the Negev Desert on Thursday and demolished the last building left standing - the mosque.

    


Residents had dismantled their makeshift homes earlier this week to avoid having to pay fees for the state to demolish them.
Videos shared by activists and the police showed an excavator clawing down the mosque, its dome collapsing in a heap on the ground.




Or Hanoch, an Israeli activist who witnessed the demolition, said drones and helicopters hovered overhead as seven police bulldozers demolished what remains of the village.
"After the mosque was demolished, the rest of the heavy machinery started re-destroying the rest of the houses, which were already demolished," Hanoch said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Three members of the village council were arrested early Thursday before the demolition began, said Nati Yefet, the spokesperson for the Regional Council for Unrecognized Villages in the Negev.
The council has accused Israel of clearing the land for the construction of a Jewish community.
"The destruction of Umm al-Hiran to make way for the settlement of Dror is part of a systematic population replacement program in the Negev," it said. Four other Bedouin villages have been demolished this year as part of a larger plan to raze unrecognized villages and build new Jewish communities in their place, it said.

    


The council said that 14 villages in the area that are home to some 9,000 Bedouin are at risk of demolition.
Umm al-Hiran was founded in its current location in 1956, after the Israeli military relocated the village clan multiple times following the 1948 war that led to Israel's creation.
Israel's more than 200,000 Bedouin are the poorest members of the country's Arab minority, which also includes Christian and Muslim urban communities.

Israel's Arab population, which makes up roughly 20% of the country's 10 million people, are citizens with the right to vote but often suffer discrimination and tend to identify with Palestinians in the occupied West Bank and the Gaza Strip.
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                                        A FRENCH MILITARY BASE, France (AP) -- A French military task force with a festive name -- "Champagne" -- is wrapping up a mission that's no party: Training a whole new brigade of several thousand Ukrainian troops who will be joining the fight against Russia's invasion armed with France-supplied tanks, artillery canons and other heavy weaponry.
The approaching return to Ukraine of the "Anne of Kyiv" brigade, after more than two months of intense military training in eastern and southern France, comes at another critical juncture in the almost three-year war. 
Russian forces are driving westward in an effort to capture all of Ukraine's eastern Donbas region. They've been bolstered by up to 12,000 North Korean troops that have been deployed to Russia's Kursk border region to help beat back Ukrainian forces there, according to U.S., South Korean and Ukrainian intelligence assessments. 

    


The reelection of Donald Trump is also keeping Ukraine and its allies guessing about the impact he'll have as U.S. president on the war's future trajectory, following his campaign pledges to swiftly end the fighting and suggestions that Kyiv should cede territory to Moscow in return for peace.




When deployed, the French-trained and equipped brigade named after a Kyiv princess who became a queen of France could prove to be a formidable force on the battlefields. It will eventually be made up of 4,500 troops, formed of infantry battalions, plus engineers, artillery teams and other specialists, French authorities have previously said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The more than 2,000 soldiers who have been training in France are being put through final paces before their return to Ukraine. 
The majority of them were recently mobilized and previously had just a few weeks of basic training before their arrival in France in September, the French military says. The Ukrainian military is also training other troops for the brigade back in Ukraine, according to French authorities.

    


The French military dedicated around 1,500 of its own soldiers to the "Champagne" task force that has been teaching the Ukrainians how to fight effectively together and how to use and maintain their France-supplied weaponry. 
The French military says the brigade's arsenal will include 18 AMX 10 light tanks, 18 truck-mounted Caesar artillery pieces, 128 armored troop carriers, anti-tank and anti-aircraft missile systems, plus other weaponry and equipment.
With observation drones buzzing overhead and amid clouds of smoke and bursts of gunfire and explosions, the Ukrainian soldiers conducted exercises this week at a French military training camp, showing how they have learned to defend and storm a complex of trenches like those on the battlefronts in Ukraine. 
The French military wouldn't allow visiting journalists to interview the Ukrainians. French officers involved in the training said the troops are now better prepared for combat that they'll likely experience in months ahead. 
"They have improved a lot," said Col. Paul. The French military withheld his last name, citing security reasons.

"Now they are able to fight, they are able to maneuver," he said. "They are able to use the different specialists and to use the different equipment they will have on the battlefield."

    


___
Follow AP's coverage of Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/ukraine and coverage of the war at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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    Follow AP's coverage of the election and what happens next.


    


HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) -- The U.S. Senate election in Pennsylvania between Democratic incumbent Sen. Bob Casey and Republican David McCormick is headed for a statewide recount, as counties continued Wednesday to sort through outstanding ballots and the campaigns jousted over which ones should count.
The Associated Press called the race for McCormick last week, concluding that not enough ballots remained to be counted in areas Casey was winning for him to take the lead.
A noon deadline passed Wednesday for Casey to waive his right to a statewide recount and Democratic Gov. Josh Shapiro's top election official, Secretary of State Al Schmidt, a Republican, announced that preliminary results had triggered a legally required statewide recount. 
As of Wednesday, McCormick led by about 28,000 votes out of more than 6.9 million ballots counted -- inside the 0.5% margin threshold to trigger an automatic statewide recount under Pennsylvania law.

    


Counties must begin the recount no later than Nov. 20 and must finish by noon on Nov. 26. It largely involves running paper ballots through high-speed scanners, a process that former election officials say might not change the outcome by more than a few hundred votes.




"It is an infinitesimal number, compared to the overall vote totals," said Jeff Greenburg, a former Mercer County elections director.
Meanwhile, McCormick was in Washington this week, attending Senate orientation and caucus meetings to pick a new leader after Republicans won control of the U.S. Senate in last week's election that saw Donald Trump win the White House.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Casey hasn't conceded and, while Republicans pressure him on social media, his campaign manager said in a statement Wednesday that "McCormick and his allies are trying to disenfranchise Pennsylvania voters."
Adam Bonin, a lawyer representing the Casey campaign in Philadelphia, said Republicans were aggressively and systematically challenging the provisional ballots of registered Democrats, delaying the vote counting process.

    


"What we are seeing this year is more organized, more disciplined, more directed and more comprehensive than what we saw in 2020," Bonin said.
McCormick's campaign consultant, Mark Harris, said large Democratic-controlled counties were dragging out the process by not adding the results of processed ballots to vote totals.
The McCormick campaign was challenging provisional ballots that it is allowed to challenge under the law, Harris said. 
"This is clearly an effort to use lawfare to chip away at our lead," Harris said. "This is not going to work. Dave McCormick is the senator-elect and will be the senator."
Counties, meanwhile, were busy Wednesday processing tens of thousands of provisional ballots and hearing challenges to some of them by lawyers for Casey, McCormick and the state parties. A provisional ballot is typically cast at a polling place on Election Day and is separated from regular ballots in cases when elections workers need more time to determine a voter's eligibility to vote.

    


Litigation is possible. For instance, Bucks County's Democratic-majority election board voted to count more than 400 mail-in ballots that lack a correct handwritten date on the outer envelope -- something that Republicans are challenging and have opposed repeatedly in court.
Bucks County's decision is in line with various decisions in state and federal courts that have deemed it unconstitutional or illegal to throw out such ballots. But higher courts -- including the state Supreme Court most recently on Nov. 1 -- have blocked those decisions, with litigation still pending.
___
Follow Marc Levy at twitter.com/timelywriter
---

This story has been corrected to reflect that the former Mercer County elections director quoted about the U.S. Senate race is Jeff Greenburg, not Jeff Greenberg.
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            Nikita Zhuravel, right, is escorted by the police to a court prior to a hearing of a treason case in Volgograd, Russia, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            Nikita Zhuravel, right, is escorted by the police to a courtroom prior to a hearing of a treason case in Volgograd, Russia, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo)
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                                        MOSCOW (AP) -- A Russian man went on trial Thursday on charges of high treason for a video he had allegedly sent to Ukraine's security services, the latest in a growing series of espionage cases involving the conflict.
The Volgograd District Court began hearing a new case against Nikita Zhuravel, who is currently serving a 3 1/2-year sentence for burning a Quran in front of a mosque. 
The new charges are based on allegations that Zhuravel filmed a trainload of military equipment and warplanes in 2023 and sent the video to a representative of Ukraine's security agency. He could be sentenced to life in prison if convicted.
Rights activists say Zhuravel is a political prisoner who was beaten while in custody.
While in pretrial custody before his first sentence, Zhuravel was beaten by the 15-year-old son of Ramzan Kadyrov, the Kremlin-appointed strongman leader of the mostly Muslim region of Chechnya. The elder Kadyrov posted the video on social media and praised his son, causing public outrage. He later awarded his son with the medal of "Hero of the Republic of Chechnya."

    


Federal authorities have refrained from any criticism of the Chechen strongman.


Separately, a military court on Thursday sentenced to 24 years in prison a man convicted of treason and terrorism for setting fire to a military recruitment office in Moscow. Prosecutors said Sergei Andreev committed the November 2023 attack on instructions from the Ukrainian special services that he received on a messaging app. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Treason and espionage cases have skyrocketed after President Vladimir Putin sent troops into Ukraine in February 2022. The cases have targeted a wide range of suspects, from Kremlin critics and independent journalists to scientists, drawing attention from rights groups.

The legal definition of treason has been expanded to include providing vaguely defined "assistance" to foreign countries or organizations, effectively exposing to prosecution anyone in contact with foreigners.
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                    FILE - The Meta logo is seen at the Vivatech show in Paris, France, on June 14, 2023. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus, File)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- European Union regulators issued their first antitrust fine to Facebook parent Meta on Thursday with a penalty of nearly 800 million euros for what they call "abusive practices" involving its Marketplace online classified ads business. 
The European Commission, the 27-nation bloc's executive branch and top antitrust enforcer, issued the 797.72 million euro ($841 million) penalty after its long-running investigation found that the company abused its dominant position and engaged in anti-competitive behavior.
It's the first time the EU has imposed a fine on the social media giant for breaches of the bloc's competition law. Brussels has already slapped Big Tech rivals Google and Apple with billions in antitrust penalties. 
The commission had accused Meta of distorting competition by tying its online classified ad business to its social network, automatically exposing Facebook users to Marketplace "whether they want it or not" and shutting out competitors. 

    


It was also concerned that Meta was imposing unfair trading conditions with terms of service that authorized the company to use ad-related data -- generated from competing classified ad platforms who advertise on Facebook or Instagram -- to benefit Marketplace.




Meta's practices gave it "advantages that other online classified ads service providers could not match," Margrethe Vestager, the commission's executive vice-president in charge of competition policy, said in a press release "This is illegal under EU antitrust rules. Meta must now stop this behaviour." 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Meta said in a statement that the decision fails to prove any "competitive harm" to rivals or consumers and "ignores the realities of the thriving European market for online classified listing services." 
The company said the Commission's case ignores the fact that Facebook users can choose to "engage with Marketplace, and many don't." It said online marketplaces, including global sites like eBay, Europe-wide platforms like Vinted, and national services are continuing to grow. 

    


Meta said it would comply with the Commission's order to end the offending conduct and not repeat it, but also vowed to appeal. 
The case dates back to 2021, when European Union regulators and their counterparts in Britain opened dual investigations into the classified business. The British regulator wrapped up its investigation last year after Meta made concessions.

The company continues to face EU scrutiny on other fronts, including investigations into whether Facebook and Instagram child safety and election integrity measures comply with the bloc's digital rulebook. Meta has previously been hit with a series of fines for breaches of the EU's stringent privacy laws, including a record 1.2 billion euro penalty last year. 
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            International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director General Rafael Mariano Grossi speaks during a joint press briefing with head of Atomic Energy Organization of Iran Mohammad Eslami in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            Head of Atomic Energy Organization of Iran Mohammad Eslami, right, tries to listen to a journalist at the conclusion of his joint press conference with International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director General Rafael Mariano Grossi in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            Head of Atomic Energy Organization of Iran Mohammad Eslami listens during his joint press conference with International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director General Rafael Mariano Grossi in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            International Atomic Energy Agency, IAEA, Director General Rafael Mariano Grossi, left, talks with Iran's Atomic Energy Organization head Mohammad Eslami at the conclusion of their press conference in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director General Rafael Mariano Grossi, left, shakes hands with Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi during their meeting in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director General Rafael Mariano Grossi, left, meets with Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- The head of the International Atomic Energy Agency warned Thursday that the "space for negotiation and diplomacy ... is getting smaller" over Iran's advancing atomic program as wars in the Mideast rage on and as President Donald Trump will return to the White House. 
Rafael Mariano Grossi of the IAEA was visiting Tehran in an effort to restore his inspectors' access to Iran's program and answer still-outstanding questions over it, as he has on previous trips with limited success since Trump unilaterally withdrew the U.S. from the Islamic Republic's nuclear deal with world powers. 
However, the remarks from both Grossi and his Iranian counterpart at a news conference suggested sizeable gaps still exist, even as some countries are pushing to take action against Iran at an upcoming IAEA Board of Governors' meeting. 

    


"We know that it is indispensable to get, at this point of time, to get some concrete, tangible and visible results that will indicate that this joint work is improving (the) situation, is bringing clarification to things and in a general sense it is moving us away from conflict and ultimately war," Grossi said. 




Since the deal's collapse in 2018, Iran has abandoned all limits on its program, and enriches uranium to up to 60% purity -- near weapons-grade levels of 90%.
Surveillance cameras installed by the IAEA have been disrupted, while Iran has barred some of the Vienna-based agency's most experienced inspectors. Iranian officials also have increasingly threatened that they could pursue atomic weapons, something the West and the IAEA has been worried about for years since Tehran abandoned an organized weapons program in 2003. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Speaking at a news conference with Mohammad Eslami of the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran, Grossi stressed that while the IAEA and Iran continued to negotiate, time was not necessarily on their side. 

    


"The fact that international tensions and regional tensions do exist -- this shows that the space for negotiation and diplomacy is not getting bigger, it is getting smaller," Grossi said. 
Before appearing with Eslami, Grossi met with Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi, who later wrote on the social platform X that "differences can be resolved through cooperation and dialogue." However, he warned Tehran was "NOT ready to negotiate under pressure and intimidation."
Some politicians have even suggested Iran abandon the Treaty on the Nonproliferation of Nuclear Weapons, known as the NPT, and pursue the bomb. Araghchi referred to Iran as "a committed member of NPT," though Eslami in his remarks warned Iran could retaliate if challenged at the upcoming IAEA Board of Governors' meeting. Grossi acknowledged some nations were considering taking action against Iran. 
"We have repeatedly said any resolution seeking to intervene in the Islamic Republic of Iran's nuclear affairs will be definitely followed by immediate reciprocal steps and we will not allow them to (exert) this kind of pressure," Eslami said.

    


Journalists at the news conference, as well as Eslami, criticized Israel for its longtime sabotage and assassination campaign targeting Iran's nuclear program. Some noted Israeli officials had threatened Iran's nuclear sites as targets for potential retaliation as Iran and Israel trade direct attacks amid the ongoing Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza Strip and Israel's ground and air offensive in Lebanon. 
"The answer is in what we do here, what we, the IAEA, and Iran can do in terms of solving the questions at hand," Grossi said, describing "a situation of tension" with Iran's nuclear program at its center. 
"I am here to work with Iran, (to) try to find adequate solutions to ease tensions, to move forward. This is my target. This is my concern. And I am confident that we are going to be able to do it," he said.
But as the two men ended the news conference to shouted questions from journalists, neither had offered any sign a breakthrough was imminent. 

Grossi also met Thursday for the first time with reformist President Masoud Pezeshkian. He's scheduled to visit Iran's Fordo and Natanz nuclear enrichment sites Friday.
___
Associated Press writer Nasser Karimi in Tehran, Iran, contributed to this report. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/iran-iaea-nuclear-program-grossi-trump-eslami-ce1dcf29eb76a89bd83d51768597d887
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            NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte delivers a statement with United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken, not pictured, prior to a meeting at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (Nicolas Tucat, Pool Photo via AP)
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            NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte, right, shake hands with United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken prior to a meeting at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (Nicolas Tucat, Pool Photo via AP)
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            United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken, right, speaks with European Union foreign policy chief Josep Borrell prior to a meeting at the EEAS headquarters in Brussels on Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert, Pool)
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            South Korean Foreign Minister Cho Tae-yul, left, and European Union foreign policy chief Josep Borrell, right, during a meeting at the Foreign Ministry, in Seoul, South Korea, Monday, Nov. 4, 2024. ( Chung Sung-Jun/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Japanese Foreign Minister Takeshi Iwaya, right, shakes hands with European Union foreign policy chief Josep Borrell pose for a photo at the foreign ministry's guest house in Tokyo, Friday, Nov. 1, 2024.(Kyodo News via AP)
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- NATO and the European Union are ramping up efforts to persuade China to help get North Korea to stop sending troops and other support to Russia to back its war on Ukraine.
Up to 12,000 North Korean troops have been sent to Russia's Kursk border region to help beat back Ukrainian forces there, according to U.S., South Korean and Ukrainian intelligence assessments. NATO says Russia is sending missile technology to North Korea in return.
With Russia exploiting its military advantage in Ukraine, the United States wants its allies to exert political pressure on China to rein in North Korea. Since Pyongyang and Beijing established diplomatic ties in 1949, their relationship has been described as being "as close as lips and teeth."
One political lever is the threat of any increased Western activity in China's backyard, the Asia-Pacific region. Just last week, the EU sealed security pacts with regional powers Japan and South Korea.

    


In an opinion piece for Politico last week, NATO Secretary-General Mark Rutte said that "China bears particular responsibility here, to use its influence in Pyongyang and Moscow to ensure they cease these actions. Beijing cannot pretend to promote peace while turning a blind eye to increasing aggression."




On a visit to Latvia on Thursday, Rutte warned that the exchanges of missile technology in particular pose "a direct threat, not only to Europe, but also to Japan, South Korea and the U.S. mainland." Japan, South Korea, Australia and New Zealand now regularly attend NATO meetings.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
On Wednesday, after talks with U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, he also said that "the Euro-Atlantic and the Indo-Pacific really have to be seen as one theater, and not as two separate ones," and that "our security, therefore, now more and more is global, and we have to look at this as a global issue."
While North Korea and Russia have moved significantly closer, many observers say China is reluctant to form a three-way, anti-West alliance with them as it prefers a stable security environment to tackle economic challenges and maintain relationships with Europe and its Asian neighbors.

    


In a blog published on Thursday, EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell detailed his recent trip to Japan and South Korea, where North Korea's troop deployment and other assistance to Russia was on the agenda.
"This marks an escalation of the utmost seriousness, which was of course at the heart of our discussions with the Japanese and South Korean leaders," wrote Borrell, who also held talks with Blinken on Wednesday.
Borrell hailed the conclusion during his trip of new security and defense partnerships with Japan and South Korea, "the first ones outside Europe." 
"The EU was certainly not born as a military alliance but, in the current geopolitical context, it can and must also become a global security provider and partner," he wrote.

Blinken said this week that the Biden administration is determined in its final months to help ensure that Ukraine can keep fighting off the full-scale invasion next year by sending as much aid as possible to hold Russian forces at bay or strengthen its hand in any peace negotiations.
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            FILE - Rep. Mariannette Miller-Meeks, R-Iowa, speaks with local farmers on the set of the Barn Talk podcast on the Whisler family farm near Washington, Iowa, Nov. 1, 2024. (Nick Rohlman/The Gazette via AP FILE)
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            FILE - Democratic nominee for Iowa's 1st congressional district Christina Bohannan waves to supporters during an election night watch party at Big Grove Brewery in Iowa City, Iowa, Nov. 5, 2024. (Nick Rohlman/The Gazette via AP File)
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    Follow AP's coverage of the election and what happens next.


    


DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) -- The Democrat looking to unseat an incumbent Republican in a close Iowa congressional race, one of a handful yet to be called after Republicans won control of the U.S. House, has asked for a recount.
Democrat Christina Bohannan's campaign on Thursday requested the recount in her bid against Republican incumbent Rep. Mariannette Miller-Meeks to represent Iowa's 1st District. The initial tally puts Bohannan fewer than 1,000 votes -- less than a percentage point -- behind Miller-Meeks.
The contest is a much tighter rematch of 2022, when Miller-Meeks won by 7 percentage points. Miller-Meeks earned a first term in Congress representing Iowa's 2nd District when she defeated Democrat Rita Hart by just six votes in 2020.
The Associated Press has not yet called the race because the margin was close enough that it could prompt a recount. Miller-Meeks has declared victory and said she was confident in her lead.

    


Bohannan's campaign said in a statement that the recount will make certain "that every voter is heard," but that they have "full trust in this process and will accept the results regardless of the outcome."




Republican incumbents held onto Iowa's three other congressional seats, including the competitive 3rd District where Zach Nunn fended off a challenge from Democrat Lanon Baccam.
Republican incumbents Ashley Hinson in the 2nd District and Randy Feenstra in the 4th District won decisively. Hinson defeated Democrat Sarah Corkery. Feenstra defeated Democrat Ryan Melton.


    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
On Wednesday, Republicans won enough seats to control the U.S. House, completing the party's sweep into power and securing their hold on U.S. government alongside President-elect Donald Trump. A House Republican victory in Arizona, alongside a win in slow-counting California earlier in the day, gave the GOP the 218 House victories that make up the majority. 
Republicans earlier gained control of the Senate from Democrats.
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            A Cypriot National Guardsman handles an inert landmine that is part of a display of inert rockets, artillery shells and other munitions as part of a training course of Ukrainian personnel in the disposal of landmines and other explosive ordnance in Cyprus, at an army base, in Nicosia, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)
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            A Cypriot National Guardsman stands in front of a display of inert rockets, artillery shells and other munitions as part of a training course of Ukrainian personnel in the disposal of landmines and other explosive ordnance in Cyprus, at an army base in Nicosia, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 5 | 
            A Cypriot National Guardsman stands in front of a display of inert rockets, artillery shells and other munitions as part of a training course of Ukrainian personnel in the disposal of landmines and other explosive ordnance in Cyprus, at an army base, in Nicosia, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)
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            A Cypriot National Guardsman walks in front of a display of inert rockets, artillery shells and other munitions as part of a training course of Ukrainian personnel in the disposal of landmines and other explosive ordnance in Cyprus, at an army base in Nicosia, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)
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            The flags of the European Union, Cyprus and Ukraine in front of a display of inert rockets, artillery shells and other munitions as part of a training course of Ukrainian personnel in the disposal of landmines and other explosive ordnance in Cyprus, at an army base in Nicosia, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)
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            The flags of the European Union, Cyprus and Ukraine in front of a display of inert rockets, artillery shells and other munitions as part of a training course of Ukrainian personnel in the disposal of landmines and other explosive ordnance in Cyprus, at an army base in Nicosia, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)
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                                        NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) -- In a Cypriot National Guard camp, Ukrainians are being trained on how to identify, locate and dispose of landmines and other unexploded munitions that litter huge swaths of their country, killing and maiming hundreds of people, including children.
Analysts say Ukraine is among the countries that are the most affected by landmines and discarded explosives, as a result of Russia's ongoing war.
According to U.N. figures, some 399 people have been killed and 915 wounded from landmines and other munitions since Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine on Feb. 24, 2022, equal to the number of casualties reported from 2014-2021. More than 1 in 10 of those casualties have been children.
The economic impact is costing billions to the Ukrainian economy. Landmines and other munitions are preventing the sowing of 5 million hectares, or 10%, of the country's agricultural land.

    


Cyprus stepped up to offer its facilities as part of the European Union's Military Assistance Mission to Ukraine. So far, almost 100 Ukrainian armed forces personnel have taken part in three training cycles over the last two years, said Cyprus Foreign Ministry spokesperson Theodoros Gotsis.




"We are committed to continuing this support for as long as it takes," Gotsis told the Associated Press, adding that the Cyprus government has covered the 250,000 euro ($262,600) training cost.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Cyprus opted to offer such training owing to its own landmine issues dating back five decades when the island nation was ethnically divided when Turkey invaded following a coup that sought union with Greece. The United Nations has removed some 27,000 landmines from a buffer zone that cuts across the island, but minefields remain on either side. The Cypriot government says it has disposed of all anti-personnel mines in line with its obligations under an international treaty that bans the use of such munitions. 

    


In Cyprus, Ukrainians undergo rigorous theoretical and practical training over a five-week Basic Demining and Clearance course that includes instruction on distinguishing and safely handling landmines and other explosive munitions, such as rockets, 155 mm artillery shells, rocket-propelled grenades and mortar shells.
Theoretical training uses inert munitions identical to the actual explosives.
Most of the course is comprised of hands-on training focusing on the on-site destruction of unexploded munitions using explosives, the chief training officer told the Associated Press. The officer spoke on condition of anonymity because he's not authorized to disclose his identity for security reasons.
"They're trained on ordnance disposal using real explosives," the officer said. "That will be the trainees' primary task when they return." 
Cypriot officials said the Ukrainian trainees did not want to be either interviewed or photographed.
Defusing discarded munitions or landmines in areas where explosive charges can't be used -- for instance, near a hospital -- is not part of this course because that's the task of highly trained teams of disposal experts whose training can last as long as eight months, the officer said.

    


Trainees, divided into groups of eight, are taught how to operate metal detectors and other tools for detecting munitions like prodders -- long, thin rods which are used to gently probe beneath the ground's surface in search of landmines and other explosive ordnance.
Another tool is a feeler, a rod that's used to detect booby-trapped munitions. There are many ways to booby-trap such munitions, unlike landmines which require direct pressure to detonate.
"Booby-trapped munitions are a widespread phenomenon in Ukraine," the chief training officer explained. 
Training, primarily conducted by experts from other European Union countries, takes place both in forested and urban areas at different army camps and follows strict safety protocols.
The short, intense training period keeps the Ukrainians focused.
"You see the interest they show during instruction: they ask questions, they want to know what mistakes they've made and the correct way of doing it," the officer said.

    


Humanitarian data and analysis group ACAPS said in a Jan. 2024 report that 174,000 sq. kilometers (67,182 sq. miles) or nearly 29% of Ukraine's territory needs to be surveyed for landmines and other explosive ordnance.
More than 10 million people are said to live in areas where demining action is needed.
Since 2022, Russian forces have used at least 13 types of anti-personnel mines, which target people. Russia never signed the 1997 Ottawa Convention banning the use of anti-personnel mines, but the use of such mines is nonetheless considered a violation of its obligations under international law. 
Russia also uses 13 types of anti-tank mines.

The International Campaign to Ban Landmines said in its 2023 Landmine Monitor report that Ukrainian government forces may have also used antipersonnel landmines in contravention of the Mine Ban Treaty in and around the city of Izium during 2022, when the city was under Russian control.
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            FILE - An MV-22 Osprey takes off as Japan Ground Self-Defense Force guards the landing zone during a joint military drill with U.S. Marines in Gotemba, southwest of Tokyo, March 15, 2022. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, File)
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            Marine Two, an Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft, with Vice President Kamala Harris and second gentleman Doug Emhoff aboard, lifts from Soldier Field in Chicago, Aug. 23, 2024.(AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            A Boeing V-22 Osprey is seen on Aug. 13, 2022, in Senja, Norway, after an emergency landing due to a clutch issue. (Norwegian Armed Forces via AP)
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            FILE - A V-22 Osprey tilt rotor aircraft taxi's during a mission in western Iraqi desert, Oct. 13, 2008. (AP Photo/Dusan Vranic, File)
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            FILE - Marine Two, an Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft, with Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris aboard, departs after she visited the border and spoke in Douglas, Ariz., Sept. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)
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            FILE - U.S. Osprey transport aircraft participate in the combined military amphibious landing exercise between South Korea and the U.S., called Ssangyong exercise, in Pohang, South Korea, Sept. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            FILE - U.S. MV-22 Osprey transport aircraft are parked at the U.S. Marine Corps Air Station Futenma in Ginowan, south of Okinawa, southern Japan, Sept. 6, 2023. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae, File)
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            Marine Two, an Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft, with Vice President Kamala Harris and second gentleman Doug Emhoff aboard, lifts from Soldier Field in Chicago, Aug. 23, 2024.(AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            A Boeing V-22 Osprey is seen on Aug. 13, 2022, in Senja, Norway, after an emergency landing due to a clutch issue. (Norwegian Armed Forces via AP)
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            FILE - A V-22 Osprey tilt rotor aircraft taxi's during a mission in western Iraqi desert, Oct. 13, 2008. (AP Photo/Dusan Vranic, File)
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            FILE - Marine Two, an Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft, with Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris aboard, departs after she visited the border and spoke in Douglas, Ariz., Sept. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)
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            FILE - U.S. Osprey transport aircraft participate in the combined military amphibious landing exercise between South Korea and the U.S., called Ssangyong exercise, in Pohang, South Korea, Sept. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 7

                                    
                                    FILE - U.S. Osprey transport aircraft participate in the combined military amphibious landing exercise between South Korea and the U.S., called Ssangyong exercise, in Pohang, South Korea, Sept. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 7 | 
            FILE - U.S. MV-22 Osprey transport aircraft are parked at the U.S. Marine Corps Air Station Futenma in Ginowan, south of Okinawa, southern Japan, Sept. 6, 2023. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 7

                                    
                                    FILE - U.S. MV-22 Osprey transport aircraft are parked at the U.S. Marine Corps Air Station Futenma in Ginowan, south of Okinawa, southern Japan, Sept. 6, 2023. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            MARI YAMAGUCHI

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        TOKYO (AP) -- Japan's fleet of hybrid-helicopter military aircraft have been cleared to resume operations after being grounded following an incident last month. 
A V-22 Osprey tilted and hit the ground as it was taking off during a joint exercise with the U.S. military on Oct. 27. An investigation has found human error was the cause.
The aircraft was carrying 16 people when it "became unstable" on takeoff from a Japanese military base on Yonaguni, a remote island southwest of Okinawa. The flight was aborted and nobody was injured, Japan Ground Self-Defense Force, or JGSDF, said at the time.
In a statement on Thursday, the JGSDF said that the pilots had failed to turn on a switch designed to temporarily increase engine output during takeoff, causing the aircraft to descend and sway uncontrollably.
Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi said that an internal investigation determined that the incident was caused by a human error, not by "physical or external factors." 

    


He said that the fleet of more than a dozen V-22s would resume flight operations from Thursday after a review of safety and training measures.




It was the first major incident involving Japan's V-22s since November 2023, when a U.S. Air Force Special Operations Command Osprey crashed off Japan's southern coast, killing eight people. 

The fleet only resumed flight operations earlier this year, but the use of the V-22 remains controversial, particularly in Okinawa where residents have questioned its safety record. The small southern island is home to half of about 50,000 U.S. troops based in Japan.
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Former VOA Farsi service journalist kills himself in Iran after demanding release of prisoners
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                    This is a locator map for Iran with its capital, Tehran. (AP Photo)
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- A former journalist with the Voice of America's Farsi service jumped to his death from a building in Iran's capital in protest of the country's supreme leader and an ongoing crackdown on dissent in the Islamic Republic, authorities said Thursday. 
An official in Iran's presidency acknowledged the death Wednesday night of Kianoosh Sanjari, 42, who had earlier demanded the release of four prisoners held in the country and threatened to kill himself if they weren't released.
Ali Raniei, a social adviser to Iran's reformist President Masoud Pezeshkian, said that Sanjari's death should be the subject of a government review. He called an increase in the number of suicides in the country by young people "alarming," according to remarks published by Iran's state-run IRNA news agency.
Sanjari worked for the VOA from 2008 to 2013. He also was known as a dissident political activist in Iran. He spent two years in prison over security charges in the country after returning to Iran from living abroad in 2016.

    


Michael Abramowitz, the director of the VOA, offered condolences in an email to staff Thursday.




"Despite the unimaginable repression, brave Iranians continue to risk their lives to make their voices heard," Abramowitz wrote. "I have great respect for those who use their voices to convey the truth to the people of Iran. That includes many of you, and certainly Kianoosh."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Reza Valizadeh, another former VOA Farsi service journalist, is believed to have been detained by Iran for months now on a separate case. 
Iran has faced years of unrest amid wider tensions with the West, most recently with the nationwide protests that followed the 2022 death of Mahsa Amini. Jobs also remain scarce and the country's rial currency continues its yearslong collapse against the U.S. dollar, further straining the lives of Iranians. 
___

EDITOR'S NOTE -- This story includes discussion of suicide. If you or someone you know needs help, the national suicide and crisis lifeline in the U.S. is available by calling or texting 988. There is also an online chat at 988lifeline.org. 
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            Tension continued to grip the violence-wracked capital of Haiti on Wednesday, where a fresh burst of violence has left residents fearing for their lives as they dash across streets amid sporadic gunfire. (AP video/Pierre Luxama)
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            Police officers patrol near the Toussaint Louverture International Airport in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            A view of the Toussaint Louverture international airport, in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            Pedestrians walk past the decomposing body of a man left abandoned on a street in downtown Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            Pedestrians rush past the decomposing body of a man left abandoned on a street in downtown Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            A taxi driver rests on his motorcycle against a facade of a Doctors Without Borders (MSF) clinic in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            Pedestrians walk past vehicles serving as a barricade set up by residents to deter gang members from entering their neighborhood, in downtown Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            Police officers patrol near the Toussaint Louverture International Airport in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 7

                                    
                                    Police officers patrol near the Toussaint Louverture International Airport in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 7 | 
            A view of the Toussaint Louverture international airport, in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            Pedestrians walk past the decomposing body of a man left abandoned on a street in downtown Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            Pedestrians rush past the decomposing body of a man left abandoned on a street in downtown Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            A taxi driver rests on his motorcycle against a facade of a Doctors Without Borders (MSF) clinic in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            Pedestrians walk past vehicles serving as a barricade set up by residents to deter gang members from entering their neighborhood, in downtown Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- The last words Michelle Reed heard from her 6-year-old adopted son, Esai Reed, in early November were: "Mom, come get me."
But after U.S. aviation authorities on Tuesday blocked airlines from traveling to Haiti for 30 days following the shooting of a number of planes by gangs, 51-year-old Reed is once again cut off from her adoptive son, who lives in an orphanage in Haiti waiting for paperwork to go through a bureaucratic process hamstrung by Haiti's spiraling crisis. 
As violence once again explodes in the Caribbean nation, Reed worries that Esai may never make it to his new home in Florida, where his two biological brothers wait to reunite with him.
"Our kids sit in Haiti with no way out," Reed told The Associated Press on Wednesday. "It's a fear that I feel because I just don't know if he'll come home. I don't know if he'll survive this."

    


Reed is one of dozens of families cut off from their adoptive children, and many more worried about their loved ones on the island - one of the rippling humanitarian consequences that the recent surge of violence and political turmoil have had in Haiti this week.




The chaos began over the weekend when a transitional council, created to restore democratic order to Haiti, fired the interim prime minister, Garry Conille, who had been at odds with the council. When Haiti swore in his replacement, Alix Didier Fils-Aime, on Monday, gangs once again took advantage of the chaos to make power grabs.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Gangs shot at three different planes of U.S. airlines - Spirit, JetBlue and American Airlines - landing and taking off in the capital, Port-au-Prince, 85% of which is controlled by gangs, according to United Nations estimates. One flight attendant was injured, and bullets riddled the Spirit airplane.
As a result, the Federal Aviation Administration restricted U.S. airline s from flying to Haiti for 30 days, and American Airlines announced it would pause flights until February. The United Nations also said it was temporarily suspending flights to Port-au-Prince, slashing access to humanitarian aid and personel in the country. 

    


Meanwhile, firefights broke out across the city, and gangs began to burn homes in upper-class areas. Streets were left empty, and schools, banks and government facilities closed. 
Such violent outbursts have forced kids like Reed's adoptive son - who has been evacuated from his orphanage three times - into even more precarious situations.
The airline restrictions have left Haiti once against isolated from much of the world and with only a trickle of the humanitarian assistance it needs as the Caribbean nation teeters on the brink of famine.
"We call for an end to the escalating violence, to allow for safe, sustained and unimpeded humanitarian access," U.N. spokesman Stephane Dujarric said on Tuesday.
On Wednesday, the crisis continued to grip Port-au-Prince. Schools were closed and gunfire could be heard on the streets.
Doctors Without Borders/Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) on Wednesday also reported that a mix of police and vigilante groups had attacked one of their ambulances, slashing tires, tear gassing medical staff and executing at least two wounded patients. 

    


"This act is a shocking display of violence, both for the patients and for MSF medical personnel, and it seriously calls into question MSF's ability to continue delivering essential care to the Haitian population, which is in dire need," said Christophe Garnier, the head of the organization's Haiti mission, in a statement.
Meanwhile, Reed wakes up every morning with a gnawing feeling in her gut, worried that it will be the day she receives a call saying her 6-year-old adoptive Haitian son has been attacked or killed by the country's gangs.
Reed is part of a group of families in an extended fight with the U.S. State Department and Haitian authorities to get their children out of Haiti, asking the U.S. government to grant humanitarian parole for some 70 children they're adopting. 
It was an opportunity the U.S. granted to more than a dozen other children earlier this year when gangs attacked key government infrastructure and forced Haiti's main international airport to close for nearly three months, prompting evacuations of dozens of U.S. citizens and 39 children from March to May who had final adoption decrees.

    


But families like Reed's say they feel helpless and a mix of crisis in Haiti, and a tangle of American and Haitian bureaucracy have blocked efforts to get their children passports to leave, despite Reed already being referred to as "mom" by Esai, who shares her last name.
In addition to periodic evacuations, Reed said the director of the orphanage where her son is living has since left the country, leaving him in the hands of a number of trusted contractors. She's had minimal contact with her son, hoping to speak to him in the coming days, and is unable to visit to make sure he is okay both because of the flights and the violence breaking out. 

    


Despite having to pay hospital bills and funeral arrangements if anything happens to him, she's still not legally permitted to move her Esai to a safer part of Haiti or to the U.S. 
The U.S. government did not immediately respond to request for comment by the AP, but has previously told Reed and other parents in letters that "despite intensive efforts," it had not found a solution to allow children without adoption decrees to leave Haiti and enter the U.S.
It told the AP in September that it "understands and empathizes with the concerns and frustration of U.S. families adopting from Haiti."
Meanwhile, Reed and other families anxiously wait for more news as they watch violence in Haiti spiral.

"All we ask for is that the U.S. government work with the Haitian government to get these children to safety and with their adoptive families," she said. "We just want our children to survive."
----
Associated Press journalist Evens Sanon contributed to this story from Port-au-Prince, Haiti.
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Top Federal Reserve official defends central bank's independence in wake of Trump win
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                    FILE - Adriana Kugler of Maryland, speaks during the Senate Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs Committee hearing to examine her nomination to be a member of the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System, June 21, 2023, on Capitol Hill in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A Federal Reserve official gave a lengthy defense of the central bank's political independence Thursday, just days after former President Donald Trump, an outspoken Fed critic, won re-election. 
"It has been widely recognized -- and is a finding of economic research -- that central bank independence is fundamental to achieving good policy and good economic outcomes," Adriana Kugler, one of the seven members of the Fed's governing board, said in prepared remarks for an economic conference in Montevideo, Uruguay. 
Kugler added that the research in particular finds that greater independence for central banks in advanced economies is related to lower inflation.
Kugler spoke just a week after Fed Chair Jerome Powell tersely denied that Trump had the legal authority to fire him, as the president-elect has acknowledged he considered doing during his first term. Powell also said he wouldn't resign if Trump asked. 

    


"I was threatening to terminate him, there was a question as to whether or not you could," Trump said last month at the Economic Club of Chicago. 
Trump said during the campaign that he would let Powell complete his term in May 2026. But in Chicago he also said, "I have the right to say I think you should go up or down a little bit." 




Kugler's remarks addressed why most economists are opposed to the idea of politicians, even elected ones, having influence over interest-rate decisions. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
A central bank free of political pressures can take unpopular steps, Kugler said, such as raising interest rates, that might cause short-term economic pain but can carry long-term benefits by bringing down inflation. 
In addition, Kugler argued that an independent central bank has more credibility with financial markets and the public. Consumers and business leaders typically expect that it will be able to keep inflation low over the long run. Such low inflation expectations can help bring inflation down after a sharp spike, such as the surge in consumer prices that took place from 2021 through 2022, when inflation peaked at 9.1%. On Wednesday, the government said that figure had fallen to 2.6%. 

"Despite a very large inflation shock starting in 2021, available measures of long-run inflation expectations ... increased just a bit," Kugler said. "Anchoring of inflation expectations is one of the key elements leading to stable inflation."
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                    FILE - Pakistan's former Prime Minister Imran Khan, right, and Bushra Bibi, his wife, speak to the media before signing documents to submit surety bond over his bails in different cases, at an office of Lahore High Court in Lahore, Pakistan, on July 17, 2023. (AP Photo/K.M. Chaudary, File)
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                                        ISLAMABAD (AP) -- A Pakistani court on Thursday rejected a plea for acquittal from former Prime Minister Imran Khan, who has been held in prison for more than a year in a graft case, a defense lawyer said.
The court order was another blow to Khan and his wife Bushra Bibi, who were accused of retaining and selling state gifts in violation of government rules when he was in power.
The couple will be formally indicted in the case on Nov. 18 when the next court hearing is held. Khan and Bibi have denied the charges, saying they were not involved in any wrongdoing.
Naeem Panjutha, a lawyer for Khan, who remains a popular opposition figure, confirmed that the court had turned down the acquittal plea from the former premier and his wife. He gave no further details.
Under Pakistan's laws, government officials and politicians are allowed to retain gifts given to them by foreign dignitaries, but they must correctly declare the market value of those gifts and declare any money they earned after selling those gifts. The couple is accused of buying state gifts including wrist watches and jewelry at reduced prices when Khan was in power.


    


Authorities have registered multiple cases against Khan since 2022 when he was ousted from power through a vote of no-confidence in the parliament. The former leader was convicted over corruption, unlawful marriage and revealing national secrets, and was given sentences ranging from three to 14 years to be served concurrently under Pakistani law.
His convictions were later overturned or suspended in appeals but he could not be freed due to other, pending cases against him.
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            Residents arrive at a school used as a temporary evacuation center as they evacuate their homes at Santa Ana, Cagayan province, northern Philippines as Typhoon Usagi approaches Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Noel Celis)
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            Residents use jackets to protect them from rain as they evacuate their homes in Santa Ana, Cagayan province, northern Philippines as Typhoon Usagi approaches Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Noel Celis)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 7 | 
            Residents receive relief goods at a school used as an evacuation center in Santa Ana, Cagayan province, northern Philippines as Typhoon Usagi approaches Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Noel Celis)
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            A resident reinforces his roof in Santa Ana, Cagayan Province, northern Philippines as they anticipate Typhoon Usagi to hit their area Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Noel Celis)
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            A resident reinforces his roof in Santa Ana, Cagayan Province, northern Philippines as they anticipate Typhoon Usagi to hit their area Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Noel Celis)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 7 | 
            A resident reinforces the roof of their house in Santa Ana, Cagayan Province, northern Philippines as they anticipate Typhoon Usagi to hit their area Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Noel Celis)
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            Residents reinforce the roof of their house in Santa Ana, Cagayan Province, northern Philippines as they anticipate Typhoon Usagi to hit their area Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Noel Celis)
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                                        MANILA, Philippines (AP) -- The fifth major storm in three weeks slammed into the northeastern Philippines on Thursday, prompting more largescale evacuations and a United Nations call for emergency funds to help the government address the plight of hard-hit rural villagers.
Typhoon Usagi had sustained winds of up to 175 kilometers (109 miles) per hour and gusts of up to 240 kph (149 mph) when it slammed into the coastal town of Baggao in Cagayan province at the northern tip of Luzon, the country's most populous agricultural region. Locally named Ofel, the typhoon was barreling northwestward and was forecast to blow away overnight toward southern Taiwan.
Another storm was brewing in the Pacific and may hit the northern Philippines this weekend, according to forecasters.
The country's weather agency warned of life-threatening tidal surges of more than 3 meters (nearly 10 feet) in coastal areas of Cagayan and seven other nearby provinces and clusters of islands, and urged all ships to remain in port or immediately take shelter.

    


Typhoon Toraji blew away from the northern Philippines just two days ago after unleashing floods, knocking down power lines and forcing more than 82,500 people to evacuate their homes.




The government has struggled to deal with the impact of the last four major storms, which left at least 160 people dead, displaced millions and devastated farmland and infrastructure, mostly in the northern Luzon region.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s administration has spent more than 1 billion pesos ($17 million) for food and other aid for hundreds of thousands of storm victims, Welfare Assistant Secretary Irene Dumlao said.
Defense Secretary Gilberto Teodoro, who oversees disaster-response efforts, sought the help of neighboring countries, including Singapore, Indonesia, Malaysia and Brunei, in providing additional aircraft to transport food, water and other aid to villages isolated by the storms. The United States, Manila's longtime treaty ally, deployed cargo aircraft with food and other assistance.

    


The U.N. Humanitarian Country Team in the Philippines said it was raising $32.9 million to help the government provide assistance to about 210,000 people in critical need of aid and protection, especially women, children and people with disabilities, in the next three months.
"The Philippines is facing an exceptionally challenging tropical cyclone season, with successive cyclones reaching unprecedented locations and scales," the U.N. team said in its emergency plan. "Local authorities, who are often impacted themselves, are overwhelmed as they simultaneously respond to the crisis and coordinate rescue efforts for affected families."
The Philippines is battered by about 20 typhoons and tropical storms each year. It is often hit by earthquakes and has more than a dozen active volcanoes, making it one of the world's most disaster-prone countries.

In 2013, Typhoon Haiyan, one of the strongest recorded tropical cyclones, left more than 7,300 people dead or missing, flattened entire villages and caused ships to run aground and smash into houses in the central Philippines.
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            FILE - Activist Yoon Meehyang speaks during a news conference at National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea on May 29, 2020. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man, File)
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            FILE - Activist Yoon Meehyang, center left, marches toward the Japanese Embassy during a funeral ceremony of Kim Bok-dong, a former South Korean sex slave, in Seoul, South Korea, on Feb. 1, 2019. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon, File)
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- South Korea's Supreme Court on Thursday handed a suspended prison sentence to a former lawmaker who was found guilty of embezzling funds while leading a group supporting Korean survivors of Japan's wartime sexual slavery.
Yoon Meehyang, who was also convicted of fraudulently receiving government subsidies and unlawfully collecting donations, didn't attend the verdict, which confirmed a lower court's sentence of a year and six months in prison, suspended for three years. 
In a statement on Facebook, Yoon described her conviction as "unjust," saying she and her colleagues handled the group's funds properly and "had not pursued private interests."
Yoon's group, the Korean Council for Justice and Remembrance for the Issues of Military Sexual Slavery by Japan, said it plans to return the government subsidies linked to the fraud charges but criticized the court for failing to see the "substantive truth."

    


"Despite our efforts over the past four years, we failed to achieve a 'not guilty' result with the Supreme Court, but I want to use this opportunity to say once again -- my colleagues and I are innocent," Yoon wrote. 




Controversy surrounding Yoon and her group erupted in 2020 when one of the slavery victims, Lee Yong-soo, accused her of misusing donations and other funds and spending little on the victims.
Yoon, who had just begun her term as a lawmaker for the liberal opposition Democratic Party, denied allegations that she and the group used the funds for private gain and insisted that Lee's claim was based on a misunderstanding.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Historians say tens of thousands of women from around Asia, many of them Korean, were sent to front-line military brothels to provide sexual services for Japanese soldiers. Hundreds were registered with the South Korean government as victims but only eight of them are still alive.
Prosecutors indicted Yoon in September 2020 over embezzlement, fraud and other charges, months before the Democratic Party expelled her over separate suspicions of inappropriate real-estate investments. She finished her four-year term as a legislator last year as an independent.

    


The Supreme Court upheld a verdict by the Seoul High Court in September last year, which found Yoon guilty of fraudulently obtaining 65.2 million won ($46,300) in government subsidies from 2014 to 2020 by falsely reporting labor costs, and of embezzling 79 million won ($56,150) of the group's funds. 
The court also ruled that Yoon violated laws by collecting donations through unregistered accounts as the group organized the funeral of Kim Bok-dong, a sexual slavery victim and activist who died in 2019.

The issues of sexual slavery, forced labor and other abuses during Japan's brutal colonial rule of the Korean Peninsula before the end of World War II have long been a source of tensions between Seoul and Tokyo.
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            Police in Amsterdam arrested some pro-Palestinian protesters and forcibly moved more than 260 to another location as they broke up an illegal demonstration on the Dam Square in the centre of the Dutch capital.
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            FILE - Anti-Islam lawmaker Geert Wilders, takes his seat at the high security court at Schiphol, near Amsterdam, Netherlands, Monday, Sept. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong, File)
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            In this image taken from video, a group of pro-Palestinian protesters walk toward police line, with police vans driving in the background, near the soccer stadium in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (RTL Nieuws via AP)
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            In this image taken from video, police in riot gear run towards protesters, after pro-Palestinian supporters marched near the soccer stadium, in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (RTL Nieuws via AP)
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            Pro-Palestinian supporters protest in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, despite a city ban on such gatherings. (AP Photo/Bram Janssen)
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            Pro-Palestinian supporters protest in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, despite a city ban on such gatherings. (AP Photo/Bram Janssen)
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            Pro-Palestinian supporters protest in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, despite a city ban on such gatherings. (AP Photo/Bram Janssen)
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            A pro-Palestinian protestor holds a Palestinian flag at a demonstration in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, despite a city ban on such gatherings. (AP Photo/Bram Janssen)
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            Pro-Palestinian protestors are arrested by police at a demonstration in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Bram Janssen)
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            Pro-Palestinian supporters protest in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, despite a city ban on such gatherings. (AP Photo/Bram Janssen)
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            A pro-Palestinian protestor is arrested by police at a demonstration in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Bram Janssen)
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            Pro-Palestinian supporters protest in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, despite a new city ban on such gatherings. (AP Photo/Bram Janssen)
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            Pro-Palestinian supporters protest in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, despite a city ban on such gatherings. (AP Photo/Bram Janssen)
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            Police forces leave the Dam square after shutting down a pro-Palestinian protest at the square in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Bram Janssen)
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            FILE - Anti-Islam lawmaker Geert Wilders, takes his seat at the high security court at Schiphol, near Amsterdam, Netherlands, Monday, Sept. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong, File)
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            In this image taken from video, a group of pro-Palestinian protesters walk toward police line, with police vans driving in the background, near the soccer stadium in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (RTL Nieuws via AP)
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            In this image taken from video, police in riot gear run towards protesters, after pro-Palestinian supporters marched near the soccer stadium, in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (RTL Nieuws via AP)
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            Pro-Palestinian supporters protest in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, despite a city ban on such gatherings. (AP Photo/Bram Janssen)
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            Pro-Palestinian supporters protest in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, despite a city ban on such gatherings. (AP Photo/Bram Janssen)
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            Pro-Palestinian supporters protest in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, despite a city ban on such gatherings. (AP Photo/Bram Janssen)
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            Pro-Palestinian protestors are arrested by police at a demonstration in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Bram Janssen)
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            Pro-Palestinian supporters protest in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, despite a city ban on such gatherings. (AP Photo/Bram Janssen)
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                                        THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) -- Hard-right Dutch political leader Geert Wilders on Wednesday blamed "Moroccans" for attacks on Israeli soccer fans in Amsterdam last week, asserting that they "want to destroy Jews" and recommending the deportation of people convicted of involvement if they have dual nationality.
While lawmakers condemned antisemitism and agreed that perpetrators of the violence should be prosecuted and handed harsh punishments, opposition legislators accused Wilders of "pouring oil on the fire" and said his statements during a parliamentary debate were not conducive to "a better society."
Violence erupted in the Dutch capital before and after last week's soccer match between Ajax Amsterdam and Maccabi Tel Aviv. Fans from both sides were involved in unrest; a number of Maccabi fans attacked a cab and chanted anti-Arab slogans while some men carried out "hit and run" attacks on people they thought were Jews, according to Amsterdam Mayor Femke Halsema.

    


After the match, parts of a large group of Maccabi supporters armed with sticks ran around "destroying things," a 12-page report on the violence issued by Amsterdam authorities said. There were also "rioters, moving in small groups, by foot, scooter or car, quickly attacking Maccabi fans before disappearing," it said.




Amsterdam police said five people were treated in hospital for injuries. Police detained dozens of people before the match, but there were no immediate arrests for violence after it.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
On Wednesday night, hundreds of pro-Palestinian protesters gathered on Amsterdam's central Dam Square to hold a demonstration despite a new city ban on such gatherings. Large numbers of police, including some on horseback, were present and detained most of the protesters after they refused to leave, escorting them mostly peacefully into two buses and driving them away from the square.

    


Reports of antisemitic speech, vandalism and violence have been on the rise in Europe since the start of the war in Gaza, and tensions were high in Amsterdam ahead of the soccer match. The assaults on Maccabi fans sparked outrage and were widely condemned as antisemitic.
The violence badly tarnished Amsterdam's long-held image as a haven of tolerance and sparked soul-searching across the country.
Wilders, whose anti-immigration Party for Freedom won elections last year and now is part of a four-party ruling coalition government, said Wednesday that on the night Amsterdam commemorated Kristallnacht, the 1938 anti-Jewish pogrom in Nazi Germany, "we saw Muslims hunting Jews on the streets of Amsterdam," and blamed "Moroccans who want to destroy Jews."
He gave no evidence. Police and prosecutors have not disclosed the identities of any of the suspects that were detained, in line with Dutch privacy rules.
Wilders advocated canceling the Dutch passports of people convicted of involvement in the violence -- if they have a double passport -- and deporting them.
Wilders, who is sometimes described as the Dutch Donald Trump because of his fierce anti-immigration rhetoric, has lived under round-the-clock protection for 20 years because of death threats from Islamic extremists. He has also long been a staunch supporter of Israel.

    


Some lawmakers warned that his new comments only served to deepen divisions in Dutch society.
Rob Jetten of the centrist D66 party said Wilders' rhetoric "does not contribute in any way to healing. In no way does he contribute to bringing our country together, but he throws oil on the fire and thus does not bring solutions against antisemitism and for a better society any closer, but only further away."
Frans Timmermans, who leads the biggest center-left bloc in parliament, agreed.
"What you are doing is just stirring things up, dividing this country when this country needs politicians who bring people together, who bring solutions closer," Timmermans said.
In Amsterdam, a prominent Jewish member of the City Council, Itay Garmy, said that although there's a lot of anger and fear within the Jewish community, inflammatory remarks wouldn't help.

"Don't use my security or my suffering or my fear as a Jew to create political gains for yourself and make your points about integration, migration or Muslim hate," Garmy said.
___
Associated Press writer Bram Janssen in Amsterdam contributed to this report.
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            President-elect Donald Trump says he will nominate Rep. Matt Gaetz of Florida to serve as his attorney general, opting for a loyalist who has built a national reputation as a disruptor and has vowed to dramatically overhaul the Justice Department.
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            FILE - Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Fla., speaks on Capitol Hill in Washington, March 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard, File)
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            FILE - Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Fla., speaks at the Republican Party of Florida Freedom Summit, Nov. 4, 2023, in Kissimmee, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)
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            FILE - Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Fla., speaks at the Republican Party of Florida Freedom Summit, Nov. 4, 2023, in Kissimmee, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)
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                                        In picking Rep. Matt Gaetz as his nominee for attorney general, President-elect Donald Trump is looking to install a fierce loyalist who has been seen as divisive even within his own party. 
Not one of the top names seen as a likely pick for the job, Gaetz's selection was first pushed out on Trump's social media network instead of a more formal announcement from his transition team as with most of his choices.
House Speaker Mike Johnson said that Gaetz resigned from Congress on Wednesday, meaning that the House Ethics Committee's ongoing probe into allegations against Gaetz of child sex trafficking ends, and no report will be issued.
Here are some things to know about Gaetz.




He's had legal issues of his own
The House Ethics Committee had been investigating allegations that Gaetz was part of a scheme that led to the sex trafficking of a 17-year-old girl, a probe that ended Wednesday with Gaetz' resignation from the House.
In June, the committee gave an unusual public update on its review, which it said also included whether Gaetz engaged in sexual misconduct and illicit drug use, accepted improper gifts and sought to obstruct government investigations of his conduct.
The committee announced that it was no longer reviewing four other allegations involving the congressman, including that he shared inappropriate images or videos with colleagues on the House floor or that he accepted a bribe or converted campaign funds to personal use.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Gaetz has categorically denied all the allegations, which he has blamed on former House Speaker Kevin McCarthy, a longtime nemesis, though the probe began before McCarthy and Republicans took the majority in the House. 
In 2023, the Justice Department ended a sex trafficking investigation with no charges against Gaetz.

    


He's been loyal to Trump and echoed his attacks on the 'deep state'
Having just won his fifth term representing much of the Florida Panhandle, Gaetz, 42, has been a frequent defender of Trump on cable news. 
He traveled to New York earlier this year when Trump stood trial in his hush money case. He shared a photo of himself and other congressional Republicans standing behind Trump. His caption echoed the language Trump once used to address the extremist Proud Boys: "Standing back, and standing by, Mr. President."
At Trump's June debate with President Joe Biden, Gaetz was front and center in the spin room, talking up Trump's successes. After Biden's exit from the race, Gaetz was among those who helped Trump prepare for his subsequent debate with Vice President Kamala Harris, in which the former president made false claims about Haitian migrants eating people's pets and other animals -- claims that Gaetz, among others, had spread online. 
Just hours before Trump announced his nomination, Gaetz wrote a post on X that echoed Trump's frequent claims that he has been unfairly targeted by the justice system. 
"We ought to have a full court press against this WEAPONIZED government that has been turned against our people," Gaetz said. "And if that means ABOLISHING every one of the three letter agencies, from the FBI to the ATF, I'm ready to get going!"
If confirmed as attorney general, Gaetz would have oversight over both agencies. 

    


He has roiled other Republicans
Gaetz has been a staunch defender of Trump but at times has irked fellow Republicans, including in last year's leadership debate in the House chamber. 
In early 2023, Gaetz was among a group of hard-right conservatives to oppose McCarthy's bid for House speakership, forcing McCarthy to wait through 15 ballots of voting before earning the spot. And it was Gaetz who orchestrated the vote that ultimately to McCarthy's ouster.
McCarthy has accused Gaetz of having him pushed out to stop the ethics complaint against him. 
Gaetz' House resignation triggers a special election for his House seat -- Florida's 1st Congressional district -- which has been in Republican control for nearly 30 years.
He's an attorney
Gaetz earned a degree from the William & Mary Law School in 2007, going on to work for a firm in Fort Walton Beach, Florida. 
The Florida bar briefly suspended his license in 2021 due to unpaid fees, but the association's website on Wednesday listed him as a member in good standing.

    


He may have a tough road to confirmation
Most Republicans dodged direct answers about whether they supported the incoming president's pick. The GOP will have a 53-seat majority in the new Senate and would be able to rely on Vice President-elect JD Vance to break a 50-50 tie, allowing for a handful of defections.
Texas Sen. John Cornyn, a member of the Senate Judiciary Committee, said he didn't know Gaetz "other than his public persona, so we'll handle it like any other nomination."
"I'm not going to prejudge any of these," Cornyn said, suggesting that the Senate look closely into the House Ethics Committee probe.
South Carolina Sen. Lindsey Graham, also a member of the Judiciary Committee, called Gaetz "a smart, clever guy" but posited that "he'll have to answer some tough questions in the hearing, and we'll see how he does."

    


Sen. Susan Collins of Maine, one of Trump's few Republican critics in Congress, said she was shocked to hear of Gaetz's nomination, adding that, "I'm sure that there will be many, many questions raised at Mr. Gaetz's hearing if in fact the nomination goes forward." 
Sen. Lisa Murkowski of Alaska, another Trump critic, said that, "as far as I am concerned," Gaetz was not a serious candidate.
North Carolina Sen. Thom Tillis, a Republican member of the Senate Judiciary Committee, appeared to express doubts about the nomination, saying Gaetz will have "his work cut out for him" to win enough votes for confirmation. 
"I'm sure it will make for a popcorn-eating confirmation hearing," Tillis said.
___

Associated Press writers Farnoush Amiri, Stephen Groves and Mary Clare Jalonick in Washington, and Michelle L. Price in West Palm Beach, Florida, contributed.
___
Kinnard reported from Columbia, South Carolina, and can be reached at http://x.com/MegKinnardAP.
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            FILE - California state Sen. Dave Min speaks to reporters in Huntington Beach, California, on Wednesday, Oct. 6, 2021. (AP Photo/Eugene Garcia, File)
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            FILE - State Sen. Dave Min, D-Irvine, listens as lawmakers discuss a bill before the Senate at the Capitol in Sacramento, Calif., July 10, 2023. (AP Photo/Rich Pedroncelli, File)
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            FILE - Scott Baugh poses outside a polling place after voting in Huntington Beach, Calif., June 5, 2018. (AP Photo/Krysta Fauria, File)
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    Follow AP's coverage of the election and what happens next.


    


LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Republicans and Democrats awaited the outcome of vote-counting for crucial U.S. House districts in California on Wednesday, as the GOP clinched majority control of the chamber next year with a race call in neighboring Arizona. 
In a rematch from 2022, Rep. Ken Calvert -- the longest-serving Republican in the state's congressional delegation -- defeated rival Democrat Will Rollins in the 41st District, which lies east of Los Angeles and was a top target for national Democrats.
In Southern California's Orange County, Democrat Dave Min defeated Republican Scott Baugh in a closely divided swing district, ending Baugh's bid to seize the seat being vacated by Democratic Rep. Katie Porter in what was once a conservative stronghold.
The 47th District, southeast of Los Angeles, was a top target for national Republicans looking to protect and possibly expand the their narrow majority.

    


Calvert, who was backed by President-elect Donald Trump, claimed his 17th term in a district narrowly carried by Trump in 2020.
"This is a hard-fought victory that shows voters want someone who will put results above partisan politics," Calvert said in a post on the social platform X.




Min, also posting on X, said that in Congress he will "fight to protect our democracy, safeguard our freedoms and expand economic opportunity."
Baugh said on the same platform that "despite running a strong campaign ... that effort is going to come up a little short."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
On Tuesday, Republican Rep. David Valadao's victory in California's 22nd District moved Republicans within two wins of retaining the House gavel, with the tally 216-207 in favor of the GOP, as counting continued in a sliver of races across the country.
With Calvert's win, the Republican tally reached 217. That became 218 on Wednesday night, securing a majority margin, as Rep. Juan Ciscomani won reelection to a seat representing southeastern Arizona.

    


Some squeaker races remained in play in California.
In the 45th District, anchored in Orange County, Republican Rep. Michelle Steel's lead over Democrat Derek Tran was whittled down to a few hundred votes as counting continued.
California is known as a liberal protectorate -- Democrats hold every statewide office, dominate the Legislature and congressional delegation and outnumber registered Republicans by a staggering 2-1 ratio. Still, Republicans retain pockets of political clout in the Southern California suburbs and vast rural stretches, including the Central Valley farm belt.
Orange County was once considered conservative holy ground, where white, suburban homeowners delivered winning margins for Republicans year after year. It was a foundational block in the Reagan revolution. But the county has become more demographically diverse and Democratic over time, like much of the state.
The 47th District, which includes Huntington Beach and other famous surf breaks, has been occupied by Porter, a progressive favorite who in 2022 narrowly defeated Baugh, a former Republican legislator. Porter, known for grilling CEOs during Capitol Hill hearings, stepped aside to run for U.S. Senate, but lost in the primary. 

Given the stakes in the closely divided district, the contest was especially rancorous. Min ads called Baugh a "MAGA extremist" who would endanger abortion rights. Baugh said Min's "extreme liberal views" were out of step with the district.
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            Trump on Wednesday announced his choice of Sen. Marco Rubio for Secretary of State. (AP video by Nathan Ellgren)
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            FILE - Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump greets Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., during a campaign rally at J.S. Dorton Arena, Nov. 4, 2024, in Raleigh, N.C. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., speaks before Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally, Monday, Nov. 4, 2024, in Reading, Pa. (AP Photo/Chris Szagola)
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                                        TALLAHASSEE, Florida (AP) -- President-elect Donald Trump has named Sen. Marco Rubio as his choice for secretary of state.
Here are five things to know about the Republican from Florida, now in his third U.S. Senate term: 
He is the son of Cuban immigrants
Rubio, 53, was born in Miami and still calls the city his home. His father was a bartender and his mother a hotel maid. In his first Senate campaign, he repeatedly reminded voters of his working class background and "only in America" story as the son of Cuban immigrants who became a U.S. senator. 
He is Catholic. But Rubio spent about six years of his childhood in Las Vegas, where he was baptized in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints and attended Mormon services. The family moved to the city when Rubio was eight and his parents found jobs in the growing hotel industry. 
They returned to Miami when he was 14.

    


Rubio played college football and married a pro cheerleader 
Rubio is a huge football fan who had dreams of making it to the NFL when he played in high school. But he only had solid offers to play from two colleges. 
He chose little-known Tarkio College, located in a town of fewer than 2,000 people in the rural northwest corner of Missouri. But as the college faced bankruptcy and he suffered an injury, Rubio gave up football and transferred to a Florida school. He graduated from the University of Florida and the University of Miami Law School. 
He became engaged to Jeanette Dousdebes, and she tried out and made the Miami Dolphins cheerleading squad. They married in 1998 and have four children. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
He was almost Florida's attorney general
Rubio was elected to the Florida House of Representatives, including a time when he served majority leader and speaker. 
He was a longshot candidate against then-Gov. Charlie Crist for the 2010 GOP nomination for Senate. He was pressured by party leaders to drop out of the Senate race and instead run for attorney general, with promises from the party to clear the field for him. "I had all but convinced myself to quit" the Senate race, he wrote in his memoir, "An American Son." 

    


But when an Associated Press reporter confronted him about a tip that Rubio was switching to the attorney general's race that week, Rubio said unequivocally, "No." At that point, Rubio wrote, he felt he couldn't go back on his word. He stayed in the race and won his first Senate term. He was reelected in 2016 and again in 2022.
Rubio ran for president, and tangled with Trump, in 2016
Rubio entered the 2016 presidential race, facing a crowded GOP field that included Trump. Rubio won Minnesota, where Texas Sen. Ted Cruz finished second and Trump third. His only other wins were in Washington, D.C., and Puerto Rico. 
He left the race after Trump routed him in his home state. Trump took Florida with 45.7% of the vote, while Rubio was a distant second with 27%. 
Rubio and Trump exchanged verbal jabs during the race, with Trump calling Rubio "Little Marco." Rubio responded by insulting the size of Trump's hands and calling him a "con artist" and "vulgar." 
Their relationship improved when Trump was in the White House. When ABC News earlier this year played back some of Rubio's 2016 comments, he downplayed them, saying "It was a campaign."
He remained close with Trump even after being passed up for vice president in favor of Ohio Sen. JD Vance. He traveled with the former president during the race's final stretch, giving remarks in English and Spanish at multiple rallies on the campaign's final day. 

    


He often talks about foreign threats, especially from China 
Rubio rode the tea party wave in 2010 to rise to national prominence. He campaigned by saying then-President Barack Obama and the Democratic-controlled Congress threatened the nation's economy by supporting disastrous domestic spending, tax and health care policies. 
As vice chairman of the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence and a member of the Committee on Foreign Relations, Rubio now often discusses foreign military and economic threats, particularly China. He warns that China, Iran, North Korea and Russia are increasingly partnering against the United States. 

"They all share one goal, and that is, they want to weaken America, weaken our alliances, weaken our standing and our capability and our will," he said in a speech last March. 
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            FILE - Rep. Juan Ciscomani, R-Ariz., speaks during a news conference, June 15, 2023, on Capitol Hill in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib, File)
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            FILE - Kirsten Engel, Democratic candidate in Arizona's 6th Congressional District, mingles with supporters during a watch party in Tucson, Ariz., Nov. 8, 2022. (Mamta Popat/Arizona Daily Star via AP, File)
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            FILE - Kirsten Engel, Democratic candidate in Arizona's 6th Congressional District, mingles with supporters during a watch party in Tucson, Ariz., Nov. 8, 2022. (Mamta Popat/Arizona Daily Star via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2

                                    
                                    FILE - Kirsten Engel, Democratic candidate in Arizona's 6th Congressional District, mingles with supporters during a watch party in Tucson, Ariz., Nov. 8, 2022. (Mamta Popat/Arizona Daily Star via AP, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
    
    Follow AP's coverage of the election and what happens next.


    


PHOENIX (AP) -- Republican Rep. Juan Ciscomani won reelection to a U.S. House seat in southeastern Arizona in a rematch that pitted him against the Democrat he narrowly beat two years ago.
Ciscomani defeated Democrat Kirsten Engel in the race for Arizona's 6th Congressional District, which runs from Tucson east to the New Mexico state line and includes a stretch of the Arizona-Mexico border.
With Ciscomani's win, Republicans have enough seats to control the U.S. House, completing the party's sweep into power and securing their hold on U.S. government alongside President-elect Donald Trump.
"Now, it is time to get to work," Ciscomani said in a statement Wednesday after Engel called him to concede, but before The Associated Press declared a winner. 
"Our country is facing big challenges and I am ready to continue tackling these issues head-on," he said. "Our top priorities -- securing our border, lowering costs, and ensuring that our veterans and seniors are protected and valued - are essential to the strength and stability of our district and country."

    


Engel wrote on the social platform X, "The voters have made their decision and we must respect it - I will not be the next Representative for Arizona's 6th Congressional District. While we came up short, I couldn't be prouder of the work we've put in."




Ciscomani was an aide to former Republican Gov. Doug Ducey. He immigrated from Mexico as a child and calls border enforcement his top priority but has distanced himself from Trump's anti-immigrant rhetoric.


    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Engel, a law professor at the University of Arizona and a former state legislator, has pointed out Ciscomani rejected a major bipartisan border bill i n February that would have overhauled the asylum system and given the president new powers to expel migrants when asylum claims become overwhelming.
Voter registration in the district is closely divided among Democrats, Republicans and independents, although the GOP has a slight advantage.
Ciscomani won his first term in 2022 when he beat Engel by over 5,200 votes.
With Ciscomani's win this election, the state's House delegation is unchanged with six Republicans and three Democrats.
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                    FILE - Filmmaker Richard Curtis appears at the premiere for "Yesterday" in London on June 18, 2019. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        Richard Curtis may be widely known for his contributions to romantic comedies with "Four Weddings and a Funeral," "Notting Hill" and "Love, Actually." But writing and directing some of modern cinema's most quotable scenes only occupy a portion of his professional life.
Since a trip to Ethiopia in 1985 during the famine, Curtis has also devoted much of his time and energy to charitable causes: Co-founding Comic Relief, producing Red Nose Day for years and helping create organizations like Make Poverty History and more. Decades of work has helped raise more than $2 billion and supported over 170 million people.
On Sunday he's being celebrated for those efforts by the film academy with the Jean Hersholt Humanitarian Award. Getting an Oscar is especially exciting for Curtis who remembers as a teen having to wait until the night after to watch the broadcast in the U.K. 

    


"I've been excited by their existence for 50 years," he said. "This is particularly a special award, but it's not work for which one expects praise or needs praise. So it's very lovely."
Curtis spoke to The Associated Press about his second career, the state of romantic comedies and Hugh Grant's second act. Remarks have been edited for clarity and brevity.


AP: When you started Comic Relief, did you imagine it would continue this long?
CURTIS: No, it's been one of those cascading things. I have always found that if you create a sort of venue for generosity, the public reaction is so often astonishing. When did this first TV show, we thought we'd make PS5 million, but we made PS15 million. The next year we made PS27 million. I would have had to be a monster not to continue with it. I thought it was going to last a year. Instead, it's lasted a lifetime.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
AP: What's top of mind for you with these causes post-pandemic?
CURTIS: We have a younger generation that is very passionate about issues of gender and diversity and climate. There's a more sophisticated understanding of how you solve problems and change things. A lot of it is about giving power to people on the ground. And particularly since the pandemic, it's important to go on pointing out how much difference a small amount of money can make abroad and at home.

    


AP: Do you see charity and film work as two different sides of your brain or are they related.
CURTIS: I don't see the things as different. What is slightly peculiar is that I have written two very serious movies, one about malaria and the other about the negotiation of a G8 (summit). But when doing my own films, I've focused more on private romantic things and not gone all out on the stuff that I do the charity work for.
AP: What do you think about the staying power of your films? 
CURTIS: I'm a bit puzzled by it. I can't but sort of think it's almost a lucky break. I remember once bumping into Chris Rock, who I had never met, and he said to me, "I like your films because they've got man jokes in them." I think he was saying that the sentiment is repeatedly either undercut or reinforced by jokes that you don't quite expect. There must be something in that combination that makes feel people feel comfortable with the heart of it.
AP: It seems like everyone wants to recreate that, but maybe the moviemaking system isn't up to it now?
CURTIS: I think all of these things go in waves. There are two shows on telly at the moment, "Nobody Wants This" and "Colin from Accounts" that I really love. "(500) Days of Summer" was a long time ago but I adored that. And it wasn't a comedy but "The Worst Person in the World." I think when you look back, you'll find there's a consistent stream of movies that deal with those issues, just not in quite the same format.

    


AP: Have you enjoyed seeing Hugh Grant's pivot into weirder, darker roles?
CURTIS: Very much. With regard to Hugh now, no acting required. He was always a scoundrel. I think it's easier for him. He had to work harder in my movies when he was pretending to be nice. Now he's a self-evident psychopath. I'm obviously joking but I love them. There were 10 years there where no one took any risks with Hugh. And it's lovely now that people are casting him in very different roles. I hope he does one or two movies more in line with what we used to do. He's a very interesting older man. But I'm loving his current tendency to kill people.
AP: You're only 68 but awards like this do get you thinking about legacy. 

CURTIS: It has been a very schizophrenic life, in the end. It has been 50/50 for about the last 15 years. It's interesting thinking about how movies can affect change -- the work of Participant and the idea that you could turn films into something with a real-world impact. I believe hugely in the ability of movies to change people's hearts and minds and attitudes. I do think that that might be worth us all thinking about is whether movies should have impact producers -- a mechanism that actually tries to make the film as effective as possible in the real world. That's something that I've started to think about in joining the two halves of my life together.
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            FILE - Burt Bacharach attends the 2016 Newport Beach Film Festival Honors in Newport Beach, Calif. on April 23, 2016. (Photo by John Salangsang/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Burt Bacharach poses with his Oscar for best original score for "Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid" at the 42nd annual Academy Awards in Los Angeles on April 7, 1970. (AP Photo, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Burt Bacharach, one of the most celebrated and popular composers and songwriters of the 20th century, will have his papers donated to the Library of Congress. 
Bacharach's widow Jane Bacharach, who made the donation, and the Library of Congress, announced the acquisition in a statement Thursday. 
The collection includes thousands of music scores and parts, including his arrangement of "The Look of Love," and musical sketches for songs including "Alfie" and "Raindrops Keep Falling on My Head." 
Bacharach delighted millions in the 1960s and '70s with those and other quirky and unforgettable melodies including "Walk on By," "Do You Know the Way to San Jose," "Close to You" and dozens of other hits.
The Grammy, Oscar and Tony winner died last year at age 94. 
Jane Bacharach said in a statement that she chose the institution because Burt Bacharach and songwriting partner Hal David received the Library of Congress Gershwin Prize for Popular Song in 2012, and Bacharach valued it above all his other awards. It's the first time the library has acquired a collection from one of its Gershwin recipients.

    


"Burt poured his heart and soul into his music, and we are so proud that the Library will give others the opportunity to visit and enjoy his legacy," her statement said.


The collection will become available for researchers in the summer of 2025.
"The Library is proud to be entrusted with ensuring Bacharach's music and legacy will remain accessible for future generations, in hopes of inspiring them with his creativity and distinctly American musical genius," Librarian of Congress Carla Hayden said in statement. 

Bacharach's papers will join the collected manuscripts and papers of Jerome Kern, Irving Berlin, George and Ira Gershwin, Cole Porter, Rodgers and Hammerstein, Lerner and Loewe, Billy Strayhorn, Leonard Bernstein and Henry Mancini at the library. 
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            FILE - Shakira performs during the 24th Annual Latin Grammy Awards ceremony, in Seville, Spain, Nov. 16, 2023. (Photo by Jose Breton/Invision/AP File)
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            FILE - Karol G poses with her Latin Grammy gramophone-shaped trophies for best urban album; album of the year; and best urban fusion/performance, during the 24th Annual Latin Grammy Awards ceremony, in Seville, Spain, Nov. 16, 2023. (Photo by Jose Breton/Invision/AP File)
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            FILE - Carlos Vives poses in the press room with his Latin Grammy gramophone-shaped trophies awarded for best pop/rock and best contemporary tropical album, at the 23rd Annual Latin Grammy Awards in Las Vegas, Nov. 17, 2022. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)
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            FILE - Producer and songwriter Edgar Barrera arrives at the 23rd Annual Latin Grammy Awards at the Mandalay Bay Michelob Ultra Arena in Las Vegas, Nov. 17, 2022. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)
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            Carlos Vives, the Latin Grammys Person of the Year, poses with CEO Manuel Abud, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            Carin Leon arrives at the Latin Grammys Person of the Year award ceremony, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        The Latin Grammys are almost here for a 25th anniversary celebration

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 6 | 
            FILE - Shakira performs during the 24th Annual Latin Grammy Awards ceremony, in Seville, Spain, Nov. 16, 2023. (Photo by Jose Breton/Invision/AP File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 6

                                    
                                    FILE - Shakira performs during the 24th Annual Latin Grammy Awards ceremony, in Seville, Spain, Nov. 16, 2023. (Photo by Jose Breton/Invision/AP File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 6 | 
            FILE - Karol G poses with her Latin Grammy gramophone-shaped trophies for best urban album; album of the year; and best urban fusion/performance, during the 24th Annual Latin Grammy Awards ceremony, in Seville, Spain, Nov. 16, 2023. (Photo by Jose Breton/Invision/AP File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 6

                                    
                                    FILE - Karol G poses with her Latin Grammy gramophone-shaped trophies for best urban album; album of the year; and best urban fusion/performance, during the 24th Annual Latin Grammy Awards ceremony, in Seville, Spain, Nov. 16, 2023. (Photo by Jose Breton/Invision/AP File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 6 | 
            FILE - Carlos Vives poses in the press room with his Latin Grammy gramophone-shaped trophies awarded for best pop/rock and best contemporary tropical album, at the 23rd Annual Latin Grammy Awards in Las Vegas, Nov. 17, 2022. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 6

                                    
                                    FILE - Carlos Vives poses in the press room with his Latin Grammy gramophone-shaped trophies awarded for best pop/rock and best contemporary tropical album, at the 23rd Annual Latin Grammy Awards in Las Vegas, Nov. 17, 2022. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 6 | 
            FILE - Producer and songwriter Edgar Barrera arrives at the 23rd Annual Latin Grammy Awards at the Mandalay Bay Michelob Ultra Arena in Las Vegas, Nov. 17, 2022. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 6

                                    
                                    FILE - Producer and songwriter Edgar Barrera arrives at the 23rd Annual Latin Grammy Awards at the Mandalay Bay Michelob Ultra Arena in Las Vegas, Nov. 17, 2022. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 6 | 
            Carlos Vives, the Latin Grammys Person of the Year, poses with CEO Manuel Abud, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 6

                                    
                                    Carlos Vives, the Latin Grammys Person of the Year, poses with CEO Manuel Abud, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 6 | 
            Carin Leon arrives at the Latin Grammys Person of the Year award ceremony, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 6

                                    
                                    Carin Leon arrives at the Latin Grammys Person of the Year award ceremony, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            MARIA SHERMAN

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        The 2024 Latin Grammy Awards are here and back in Miami. It's a big year: the award show is celebrating its 25th anniversary, and Latin music genres have never been bigger globally. So, what should you expect?
Edgar Barrera -- the producer and songwriter known for his work with such artists as Madonna, Karol G, Peso Pluma, Shakira, Grupo Frontera and beyond -- leads the 2024 Latin Grammy nominations for a second year in a row. This year, he's up for nine awards; last year he received 13 nominations and won three.
Barrera is nominated for producer, songwriter, record and album of the year. He's also nominated twice in the best Regional Mexican song category, and three times in the song of the year category, for his work on Shakira and Grupo Frontera's "Entre Parentesis", Karol G's "Mi Ex Tenia Razon," and Maluma and Carin Leon's "Segun Quien."

    


Just behind Barrera are some of his collaborators, like Karol G and Bad Bunny. Those giants of reggaeton and beyond are tied with eight nominations each.
Colombian songwriter Keityn has six nods.
The Latin Grammys will begin at 8 p.m. Eastern and are being held at the Kaseya Center in Miami.




Performers at this year's bash include Barrera, Residente, Myke Towers, DJ Khaled, Jon Bon Jovi, Joe Jonas, Anitta, Becky G, Eladio Carrion, Grupo Frontera, Kali Uchis, Pitbull, Luis Fonsi, Juan Luis Guerra, Carin Leon and many more.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The 2024 Latin Recording Academy Person of the Year recipient, Carlos Vives, will also perform. Past winners include Juanes, Laura Pausini, Marco Antonio Solis, Ruben Blades and more.

There are also two new categories this year: best Latin electronic music performance, housed within the new electronic music field, and best contemporary Mexican music album.
The three-hour 25th annual Latin Grammy Awards telecast will air live on Univision, UniMas, Galavision and ViX.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/2024-latin-grammys-show-a1320963a36cc848ea4a8d7b521a0cba
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            Karla Sofia Gascon, a cast member in the film "Emilia Perez," poses for a portrait at the Shangri-La Hotel during the Toronto International Film Festival, Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024, in Toronto. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            This image released by Netflix shows Karla Sofia Gascon, right, and Zoe Saldana in a scene from "Emilia Perez." (Shanna Besson/Netflix via AP)
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            FILE - Karla Sofia Gascon, from left, Jacques Audiard, Zoe Saldana and Selena Gomez pose for photographers at the photo call for the film "Emilia Perez" at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, on May 19, 2024. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Karla Sofia Gascon, left, winner of the award for best actress for "Emilia Perez," and Jacques Audiard, winner of the jury prize award, pose for photographers at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Saturday, May 25, 2024. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 9 | 
            Karla Sofia Gascon, a cast member in the film "Emilia Perez," poses for a portrait at the Shangri-La Hotel during the Toronto International Film Festival, Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024, in Toronto. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            This image released by Netflix shows Karla Sofia Gascon, left, and Adriana Paz in a scene from "Emilia Perez." (Shanna Besson/Netflix via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 9 | 
            Karla Sofia Gascon arrives at the premiere of "Emilia Perez" on Monday, Oct. 21, 2024, at The Egyptian Theatre in Los Angeles. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 9 | 
            This image released by Netflix shows Karla Sofia Gascon as Emilia Perez in a scene from "Emilia Perez." (Shanna Besson/Netflix via AP)
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            Karla Sofia Gascon, a cast member in the film "Emilia Perez," poses for a portrait at the Shangri-La Hotel during the Toronto International Film Festival, Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024, in Toronto. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            This image released by Netflix shows Karla Sofia Gascon, right, and Zoe Saldana in a scene from "Emilia Perez." (Shanna Besson/Netflix via AP)
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            FILE - Karla Sofia Gascon, left, winner of the award for best actress for "Emilia Perez," and Jacques Audiard, winner of the jury prize award, pose for photographers at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Saturday, May 25, 2024. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        TORONTO (AP) -- Karla Sofia Gascon's performance in "Emilia Perez" as a Mexican drug lord who undergoes gender affirmation surgery to become a woman has brought her global acclaim and set Gascon on a path that may make her the first openly transgender actor ever nominated for an Oscar. But on this morning, she's feeling contemplative.
"I woke up with such a philosophical streak," Gascon says, smiling. "In life, everything can be good or bad. We are a mix of so many things. There are things that make you happy and instead they make you sad, or the other way around."
The dichotomies of life are a fitting subject for Jacques Audiard's "Emilia Perez," a film that puts just about every genre -- musical, crime thriller, melodrama -- into a grandiose mixer, and, by sheer nerve, manages to coalesce into one of the year's most memorable movie experiences. "Emilia Perez," which began streaming Wednesday on Netflix, is widely expected to be a best picture nominee. 

    


At the center of the "Emilia Perez" phenomenon - which began with a barn-storming premiere at the Cannes Film Festival -- is Gascon who plays both the menacing cartel kingpin Manitas and the woman who emerges after Manitas fakes his own death, Emilia Perez. Years later, Emilia contacts the lawyer who facilitated her transition (Zoe Saldana) to her reunite with her wife (Selena Gomez) and their children.




The wild swings of "Emilia Perez" - a movie that has earned comparisons to both "Sicario" and "Mrs. Doubtfire" - wouldn't be possible without Gascon. In Cannes, she and her co-stars shared in the best actress prize, which Gascon accepted.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"We've been insulted, denigrated, subjected to a lot of violence without even knowing why," Gascon said that evening. "I think this is award is so much more than anyone could imagine."
Now, Gascon is widely forecast to be nominated for best actress at the Academy Awards. At a time when trans rights in the U.S. are the subject of intense political debate, Gascon is on the cusp of making trans history. (Only cisgender actors have previously been Oscar nominated for playing trans roles.) But, when Gascon sat down for an interview a few hours before the premiere of "Emilia Perez" at the Toronto International Film Festival in September, she was more inclined to gently muse about what might be in store for her.

    


"I'm a little like Nostradamus. I like to think about what can happen. But at the end of the day, it doesn't really matter," Gascon says. "If it does happen, I would be so grateful. It would be a beautiful thing. But if it doesn't, whatever. I'd go back to my old life. I'll do my grocery shopping. I'll play with cats. I'll see my family. Maybe I'll do other jobs and people will like those jobs.
"I like to go lightly in my life," she adds, smiling. 
Gascon, 52, is Spanish and lives in Mexico. She spoke through an interpreter but understands English enough to sometimes giggle and shake her head at her own words while they're being translated. She was a regular in Mexican telenovels before transitioning in 2018.

    


"All people that live in a body that they don't feel matches who they truly are do suffer one way or the other. But in my case, I feel like I handled it quite well," Gascon says. "I always tried to be happy with the life I had, even before my transition. Maybe I chose to do this job as an actor because I wasn't quite happy with my life with the way I was before, so I wanted to experiment with other lives."
Playing Emilia Perez was in many ways a giant leap for Gascon. She had to change her voice (she uses a Mexican accent in the film), work on singing and movement, and change her posture. But there were also things Gascon shared with her character. Gascon has a 13-year-old daughter from a marriage pre-transition with whom she remains close.
"We all find it hard to accept the loss of the people we love. You constantly try to get back your loved ones," Gascon says. "That's what I tried to implement in the character. This is what does unite me with the character -- doing everything possible to get back the people you love. It's been a constant in my life. And sometimes it's impossible."

    


Audiard, the protean French filmmaker, has long specialized in films of transformation and metamorphosis, including "A Prophet," "Dheepan" and "Rust and Bone." He initially balked, though, at having Gascon play Manitas as well as Emilia. For Gascon, it would mean returning to a male persona, something Audiard hesitated to ask of her. But Gascon insisted. To her, the only kind of character she doesn't want to play is a boring one.
"If I was asked to play Abraham Lincoln tomorrow, I'd love it. Bring it on! For me, the farther the character is from me in real life, the better," Gascon says. 
"I've met actresses who had a hard time stepping back and going through stuff that was part of their past. They would cry and take it badly. Never for me."

    


In conversation, Gascon seems still tickled by the whole experience. She's delighted that many people don't realize Manitas is played by her. She laughs at how a movie about a violent drug lord, someone who'd normally be a villain, should inspire so much empathy. And for someone with a very big spotlight on her, she seems remarkably at peace.

"If I were asked to do my life over again, I'd probably do it exactly as it was, with all of it," Gascon says. "It's wonderful that one gets to experience with these two poles, these two extremes. In a way, it'd be wonderful if all of us had access to this. Having done that allowed to me to better understand so many things that weren't so clear to me before. In the end, what I realized is that we're all the same."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/emilia-perez-karla-sofia-gascon-interview-oscar-bbe9469e6033f4fc6e2c8a374e10d0e1
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            Singer-songwriter Katie Gavin poses for a portrait on Monday, Nov. 4, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            This cover image released by Saddest Factory Records shows "What A Relief" by Katie Gavin. (Saddest Factory via AP)
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            FILE - Katie Gavin of Muna performs at the Reading Music Festival, England, on Aug. 27, 2023. (Photo by Scott Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)
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            This cover image released by Saddest Factory Records shows "What A Relief" by Katie Gavin. (Saddest Factory via AP)
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            FILE - Katie Gavin of Muna performs at the Reading Music Festival, England, on Aug. 27, 2023. (Photo by Scott Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Katie Gavin is self-proclaimed "gay famous." 
The pop band Muna first broke through with "Silk Chiffon," an anthem to queer joy. Though Gavin, the frontwoman of Muna, has dipped a toe in pop music's mainstream, she's definitively, and defiantly, still an indie artist.
On her debut solo record "What a Relief," released last month on Phoebe Bridgers' Saddest Factory Records, Gavin channels a bluesy, nostalgic tone to explore intimacy, grief and intergenerational trauma. The lyrics are spare and reflect heartfelt -- and at times earnest -- realizations about pain and self-discovery. Created over seven years, the album is, as Gavin said, a testament to "how much we change and stay the same" over time.
She's part of a new wave of musicians -- including boygenius, Renee Rapp, and Chappell Roan -- who are reimagining pop and folk-rock traditions with a queer sensibility. To celebrate the release of Gavin's album, Muna fan groups organized listening parties at lesbian bars like The Ruby Fruit in Los Angeles and Ginger's Bar in Brooklyn, New York.

    


Gavin spoke recently with The Associated Press about finding her creative soulmates, getting in touch with her 14-year-old self and her first solo tour in the U.S., which kicks off Monday in Seattle.




This interview has been edited for length and clarity.
___
AP: Your Muna bandmates provided feedback and contributed some instrumentals on this album. What was it like though embarking on it, largely solo?
Gavin: They're both my creative soulmates and collaborators. In some ways they helped decide the track list because the first step in the process was them rejecting songs for Muna.
The process of opening myself up to new people -- to work creatively -- is very vulnerable. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
AP: "Aftertaste" feels like the most MUNA song on this album. 
Gavin: It's a fun song. It feels young. It feels very much in the world of crush and fantasy. Which is one of my favorite kinds of pop songs to write. 
The solo project is, by nature, a very measured project. I'm not really making these big, bold, sweeping pop statements. It's quite small and nuanced. My solo project is very "if you know, you know."
AP: The artist Catherine Opie photographed the album cover at your home. Can you describe the creative process of working together?

    


Gavin: It was amazing. I mean, she is a legend to me. 
There was a photo that she had taken -- on view at Regen Projects -- of a recent girlfriend in a bedroom with a bunch of stuff strewn everywhere. That photo was on every mood board and every treatment that I made for this album. It was the wallpaper on my computer. I was just like, "This is the vibe."
AP: This album references Alanis Morissette, the Indigo Girls, Tori Amos and others. Do you get superstitious about listening to others while creating and recording new work?
Gavin: There are certain artists that I avoid listening to, if I notice that they really stick to me. I couldn't really write like Tori (Amos) or Fiona (Apple), even if I really tried super hard to emulate them, so I'm not that worried about it. I'm not a prodigious piano player, so it's going to be fine, you know what I mean?
I mainly do listen to lesbians or lesbian-adjacent women from the '90s.
AP: You're about to go on your first solo tour in the U.S. to almost entirely sold-out shows.
Gavin: I'm really excited about that. Except for the part of touring in the Midwest in mid-December. There's something very poetic about the solo tour for this record putting me back in Chicago in the winter. Really brutal. We're doing it in a van, and I haven't been back in a van, you know, in a minute.
AP: Who do you hope listens to this album?
Gavin: I just saw a childhood friend this weekend and he gave me the nicest compliment. He was just like, "I know that if we showed this to you when you were 14, you would have thought it was the coolest record." 
I would love for queer people and girls at that age to find something in this record and to attach to it. The music that I listened to when I was 14 and 15 is so important to me. Those are my comfort records.

    



AP: You've spoken before about the kind of sacrifices that musicians make for their art. What did you mean by that?
Gavin: Sometimes you have to disappoint people who want the creative direction to go a certain way ... But if you know in your heart that your vision is different, then you have to follow your vision.

Being an artist does require a lot of sacrifice. Like, I don't have the same stability in my personal life and domestic life because of my job. But I wouldn't want to do anything else.
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                    This image released by the Indiana University shows, from left, Jonathan Elmore, Evan Tiapula, and Cody Home during a rehearsal of "The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier & Clay," at the Jacobs School of Music on the Indiana University campus in Bloomington, Ind., on Monday, Nov. 11, 2024. (Sarah J. Slover/Indiana University via AP)
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                                        BLOOMINGTON, Indiana (AP) -- When composer Mason Bates approached Michael Chabon about turning his novel "The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier & Clay" into an opera, he said the writer told him frankly that "opera was not his thing."
"He was very supportive of the endeavor and he gave it his blessing, but he said he couldn't be involved," Bates recalled. "He was really more giving it a thumbs-up on a rights level."
So Bates and librettist Gene Scheer proceeded on their own to wrangle into operatic form Chabon's sprawling, Pulitzer Prize-winning tale about two young Jewish cousins set over more than a decade before and after World War II.
Now, six years after Bates first read the novel and became inspired by it, the opera is bound for the Metropolitan Opera, due to open the company's next season in September 2025.
But first it's having its world premiere on Friday in what might seem an unlikely spot, at the Jacobs School of Music on the Indiana University campus in Bloomington. The premiere was originally planned for the Los Angeles Opera, but the company begged off, citing the costs involved.

    


Bloomington turns out to be not such a surprising choice given that the school has nearly 300 voice students and the Musical Arts Center, built in 1972, was modeled after the Met stage.


"The space and technology and those kinds of production elements were very attractive to the Met in terms of how the opera would play here," said Catherine Compton, managing director of the school's opera and ballet theater program.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"It's been heartening to see how our students have reacted and been elevated by the Met's creative team that's been in residence here," she said. "And also how the creative team has been able to adapt their process to our students."
In fact, Met staff will be back in Bloomington in January to workshop another forthcoming commission, an opera by Carlos Simon called "In the Rush" with a libretto by playwright Lynn Nottage and her daughter, Ruby Aiyo Gerber.

    


"Kavalier & Clay" was commissioned by the Met after Peter Gelb, the company's general manager, attended a performance of Bates' first opera, "The (R)evolution of Steve Jobs," in 2017 in Santa Fe, New Mexico.
Paul Cremo, the Met's dramaturg, connected Bates with Scheer, a veteran librettist widely praised for his work in turning Herman Melville's unwieldy masterpiece "Moby Dick" into the text for an opera composed by Jake Heggie. The Met will perform that opera next March.
"I give 'Moby Dick' to new librettists for a model of how to get to the essence," Cremo said. "'Kavalier & Clay' goes down a lot of side roads into history and nooks and crannies. I figured we needed somebody who gets how to adapt and condense a book into an opera."
With many of the "nooks and crannies" -- like a 40-page detour to Antarctica -- stripped away, Scheer was able to focus on the two main characters.
There's Joe Kavalier, who escapes to America from Czechoslovakia on the eve of the Holocaust, dreams of bringing his younger brother to safety in America, and falls in love with Rosa, a Bohemian artist. His cousin is the Brooklyn-born Sammy Clay, who dreams of striking it rich and, ambivalent about his sexuality, has a thwarted love affair with a handsome actor.

    


Together, using Sammy's talent for story-telling and Joe's artistic genius, the cousins invent a wildly popular comic strip character called The Escapist.
Scheer and Bates identified three distinct worlds depicted in the novel, each of which lent itself to a different compositional style.
"There's the world of World War II, where we see the Kavalier family picked off one by one," Bates said. "It's a very dark musical space with a lot of drums and mandolins. Then the big band music of 1940s New York, a lot of swing, a lot of jazz. Then when they start to draw and they create art, we go into this electro-acoustic, techno-symphonic space."
Bates said he deliberately keeps these sound worlds separate at first, but "what becomes really exciting in the opera is that as Joe goes through kinds of a psychedelic spiral, these worlds start to collide and smash together."

    


Keeping these worlds visually separate and then merging them posed both a challenge and an opportunity for director Bart Sher, who worked on the set design with 59 Productions, a company known for its innovative use of projections and animation.
"The unique challenge to 'Kavalier & Clay' is the simultaneity of space and time," Sher said. "You might see them working in the office of Empire Toys and at the same time see their family struggling in Prague, and at the same time see them try to capture what the experience is like through The Escapist.

"And if you can get all three of those elements to work at the same time and have music and song -- then you really have something in this piece that I think is very special."
___
This story has been updated to correct the name of Indiana University.
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            This cover image released by FSG shows "Lazarus Man" by Richard Price. (FSG via AP)
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                                        Is there a better writer of urban American stories than Richard Price? His resume is hard to beat: To episodes of HBO's "The Wire," and "The Night Of," and novels like "Clockers," "Lush Life," and "Freedomland," fans can now add "Lazarus Man."
The story opens with a boom, literally. A five-story tenement in East Harlem collapses, killing dozens and leaving survivors milling about in a "mix of hot tar, cement dust and burning trash." Into that setting step our main characters: Royal Davis, the owner of a funeral home forced to chase after tragedies for bodies; Mary Roe, a city detective working the community affairs beat; Felix Pearl, a 20-something new to the city who's talented with a camera; and Anthony Carter, middle-aged, unemployed, and six months sober, found in the ruins days after the explosion and who becomes the novel's title character.

    


Price's screenplay writing experience is noticeable as he hops from character to character, sometimes offering just a paragraph or two about their past and what's happening to them in the present before skipping to the next. It's jarring at times, but you fall into an easy rhythm as the pages turn. All the characters collide at one point or another following the explosion, and the novel draws you in with its authenticity.




Here's Price inside Felix's head as he watches the "gigantic neighborhood simpleton, Robert Cornish, aka Green Mile, aka the Rooster" wandering the streets before his 80-year-old aunt comes outside to retrieve him: "Not to say that his neighbors were nonstop hearts and flowers toward each other, but no one ever passed judgment on you for just being who you naturally were."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
It's the details. too, that Price always nails. Mary, reminded of her time working an open-air morgue outside Bellevue Hospital after the 9/11 attacks: "(She'd) been part of an assembly line of detectives set up to collect whatever IDs they could from wallets and phones, jewelry and watches, the constant sharp snap of fingers being broken in order to remove rings still with her after all these years."


    


The book is more of a tapestry than any traditional storytelling structure. There's no great mystery to solve besides how Anthony survived the explosion, and even when the truth is revealed, most readers will have known it long before. Price's overarching message is a simple one amid the hard-luck stories: People want someone to root for them. Or as Anthony, aka Lazarus Man, tells a crowd at a community event following another death on the streets outside the projects: "Who here, not just in these houses, but anywhere in the world young hearts need to be nurtured and protected, couldn't use a helping hand?"
___
AP book reviews: https://apnews.com/hub/book-reviews
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Diamond Sports Group announced Wednesday it reached a multiyear agreement with Prime Video to make its 16 regional sports network channels available as an add-on subscription.
FanDuel Sports Network RSNs will be available for customers living within each team's designated geographic area. The 16 networks cover fans in 31 states.
"Partnering with Prime Video, one of the largest streaming destinations in the U.S., and making FanDuel Sports Network available as part of their add on subscriptions, creates a tremendous opportunity for us to expand our reach and better connect with viewers," said Diamond CEO David Preschlack in a statement. "Our partnerships with Prime Video and FanDuel combine with our agreements with team, league and distribution partners to support a transformative reorganization of our business, and a leading linear and digital offering that will continue driving long-term value and enhanced experiences for our partners and fans."

    


Prime Video announced earlier this year that it would buy a minority stake in Diamond Sports.
A final hearing on Diamond's bankruptcy reorganization plan is scheduled for Thursday. Diamond Sports has been in Chapter 11 bankruptcy proceedings in the Southern District of Texas since it filed for protection in March 2023. The company said in a financial filing last year that it had debt of $8.67 billion.




Diamond announced Tuesday that it will offer single-game pricing for NBA and NHL games beginning Dec. 5.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Viewers will have the option for single games at $6.99, as well as the chance to sign up for monthly or season pass subscriptions.

Diamond has the rights to 13 NBA and eight NHL teams. It also has agreements with five Major League Baseball teams for the 2025 season with negotiations continuing with three others.
Major League Baseball and the Atlanta Braves withdrew their objections to the reorganization plan Wednesday night.
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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Nevada trial set for 'Dances with Wolves' actor in newly-revived sex abuse case
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                    FILE - Nathan Chasing Horse sits in Las Vegas court, April 3, 2023. (AP Photo/Ty O'Neil, File)
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                                        LAS VEGAS (AP) -- Former "Dances with Wolves" actor Nathan Chasing Horse is set to stand trial early next year in Las Vegas on charges that he sexually abused Indigenous women and girls, a significant development in the sweeping criminal case after more than a year of stalled court proceedings while he challenged it. 
His trial in Clark County District Court is currently scheduled to begin on Jan. 13, court records show. He pleaded not guilty on Wednesday to 21 felonies, including sexual assault, kidnapping and producing and possessing videos of child sexual abuse, KLAS-TV in Las Vegas reported.
Prosecutors are now able to move forward with their case because Chasing Horse was again indicted last month following a Nevada Supreme Court decision that his original indictment be dismissed. The high court's order left open the possibility for the charges to be refiled, and prosecutors quickly took their case before another grand jury.

    


The high court said in its September order that prosecutors had abused the grand jury process when they provided a definition of grooming as evidence of Chasing Horse's alleged crimes without any expert testimony. But the justices also made clear in their ruling that their decision was not weighing in on Chasing Horse's guilt or innocence, saying the allegations against him are serious.




Best known for portraying the character Smiles A Lot in the 1990 movie "Dances with Wolves," Chasing Horse was born on the Rosebud Reservation in South Dakota, which is home to the Sicangu Sioux, one of the seven tribes of the Lakota nation.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
After starring in the Oscar-winning film, according to prosecutors, Chasing Horse began promoting himself as a self-proclaimed Lakota medicine man while traveling around North America to perform healing ceremonies.
Prosecutors said he used his authority to gain access to vulnerable women and girls for decades until his arrest in January near Las Vegas. He has been jailed ever since.

    


Chasing Horse's arrest reverberated around Indian Country as law enforcement in the U.S. and Canada quickly followed up with more criminal charges. In Montana, authorities there said his arrest helped corroborate long-standing allegations against him on the Fort Peck Indian Reservation. Tribal leaders banished Chasing Horse from the reservation in 2015 amid allegations of human trafficking.

His latest indictment in Las Vegas includes new allegations that Chasing Horse filmed himself having sex with one of his accusers when she was younger than 14. Prosecutors have said the footage, taken in 2010 or 2011, was found on cellphones in a locked safe inside the North Las Vegas home that Chasing Horse is said to have shared with five wives, including the girl in the videos.
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On the eve of Oscars honor, James Bond producers reflect on legacy and future of 007
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                    FILE - Barbara Broccoli, left, and Michael G. Wilson appear at the World premiere of the film "No Time To Die" in London on Sept. 28, 2021. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        For the late James Bond producer Albert "Cubby" Broccoli, receiving the Irving G. Thalberg Memorial Award was a true high point in his career. He said as much accepting the prize, a non-competitive honorary Oscar, at the Academy Awards in 1982. 
Roger Moore presented it to him that night while his family in the audience looked on, including his daughter, Barbara Broccoli, who was reduced to a puddle of tears, and her brother, Michael G. Wilson. 
"He always treasured it," Barbara Broccoli said in a recent interview with The Associated Press. "It was the most important physical possession he had."
The award, then a bust of the inimitable "boy wonder" producer of Hollywood's early years, sat on his mantlepiece for many years. Now, Broccoli, 64, and Wilson, 82, are following in "Cubby's" footsteps as the 40th recipients, collecting the Oscar statuette Sunday at the 15th Governors Awards in Hollywood.

    


"It's a rare honor, and I think that makes it extra special," Wilson said.
Since its inception in 1937, the award has only been given 39 times, celebrating creative producers for a lifetime of quality films. The roster of honorees is a who's-who of Hollywood legends from David O. Selznick and Walt Disney to Steven Spielberg and George Lucas. And only once before Broccoli has it gone to a woman, Kathleen Kennedy in 2018.


"It's very humbling," Broccoli said. "I think of so many people who have come before us, so many people I wish had been given the honor who aren't with us anymore."
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Though she is quick to point out all the others she thinks more deserving, the fact is that no one quite occupies the space that Broccoli and Wilson do as the guardians of the Bond franchise, one of the longest running film series in history.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Since Cubby and Harry Saltzman purchased the rights to Ian Fleming's novels in 1961, the 25 films released by EON productions have grossed over $7.6 billion at the global box office. And despite all odds, the major creative decisions, including who gets to be Bond, have stayed in the family through massive changes in the business, including new corporate overlords.

    


For many years, EON split profits with MGM, which financed and distributed the movies. But that got slightly more complicated in May 2021, several months before the last Daniel Craig Bond, "No Time to Die" opened, when Amazon purchased MGM for $8.45 billion. The siblings continue to own 50% of Bond and maintain creative control over its future. They're also adamant about theatrical.
"People are playing it very safe. I think in times of crisis like this, you've got to be brave," Broccoli said. "It's certainly a new era in the movie business, so we're trying to figure it out."
Broccoli has been entrenched in the world of Bond her entire life. She was only a year old when the deal was signed and spent much of her youth on sets around the world. One of her earliest memories was filming "You Only Live Twice" in Japan. She was 6.
Her father's passion for the films was infectious and she followed him into the business, learning the trade from the ground up. Though she didn't quite start without connections, as Cubby had when he came to Hollywood in 1934, she never shied away from doing "the dirty work." During one indie shoot, she remembers scrubbing toilets before the wrap party. 

    


Wilson came into the family when his mother married Cubby in 1959. With two actor parents, he didn't imagine a career in entertainment for himself. Instead, he pursued law. Then Cubby asked for his advice during a dispute, Wilson "caught the bug" and never looked back.
Cubby passed the torch to the kids in 1995; he died the next year. Since then, Wilson has operated as the business affairs person and Broccoli as more of a creative and practical producer. Their different skills and interests were compatible.
"I think it worked out pretty well," Wilson said. "We were a good team."
During their tenure, they bid farewell to the Pierce Brosnan era and welcomed Daniel Craig as the seventh Bond; firm in their decision, despite the immense backlash. They also produced non-Bond films, like "Till."

    


But the spotlight on them has intensified as the world awaits official word on Bond No. 8. People are always playing the guessing game with the role, whether it was the long-running fan campaign for Idris Elba or any number of promising young actors who pop on the scene. The latest, stickiest rumor is Aaron Taylor-Johnson, but Broccoli and Wilson are staying tight-lipped on even a general timeline for when an announcement might come.
"It's a big decision," she said.
They've teased some things: It will be a man. He'll likely be in his 30s. Whiteness is not a given. And whoever says yes is doing so with the expectation of at least a decade's worth of films. One thing is certain: There's going to be a period of adjustment for audiences in the transition. Every Bond had its detractors, especially at the start. Broccoli saw firsthand the vitriol of the internet era when Craig was cast ("anti-Daniel nonsense," she called it.)

    


But when people finally saw "Casino Royale," the sentiment shifted to love. The five Craig Bonds are the highest grossing in the series, not adjusting for inflation. It remains one of her proudest moments. And a new Bond means new opportunity.
"Every time we cast a new actor, the films change. It's the excitement of a new Bond, a new direction," Wilson said. "Every one of these people who took on the role offered something new and different."
Plus, they're playing the long game with Bond, producing and cinema in general. And not losing sight of the Cubby spirit. 

"He always said films were like the circus coming to town," Broccoli said. "You set up your tent, everybody comes and you create magic. It's all about pleasing the audience, making sure that people get their bang for their buck."
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            Timothy West and Prunella Scales leave Lamb House in Rye, East Sussex, England, May 16, 2024. (Gareth Fuller/PA via AP)
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            From left, actors Sam West, his father Timothy West and his mother Prunella Scales during a photocall in London, July 15, 1999. (Michael Crabtree/PA via AP)
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            Timothy West and his son Sam West walk at The Talkies at The Landmark Hotel in central London, Nov. 12, 1999. (Stefan Rousseau/PA via AP)
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            Timothy West looks on at the launch of Talking Statues in central London, Aug. 19, 2014. (Philip Toscano/PA via AP)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- British actor Timothy West, who played the classic Shakespeare roles of King Lear and Macbeth and who in recent years along with his wife, Prunella Scales, enchanted millions of people with their boating exploits on Britain's waterways, has died, He was 90.
In a statement Wednesday, his children said that West died "peacefully" in his sleep "with his friends and family at the end."
"After a long and extraordinary life on and off the stage, our darling father Timothy West died peacefully in his sleep yesterday evening," his children Juliet, Samuel and Joseph said.
West was a regular presence on stage and screen, his versatility allowing him to play a broad range of characters. He excelled as a leading actor in numerous Shakespeare productions, including playing Falstaff in a 1996 production of Shakespeare's "Henry IV" opposite his son Samuel, who played Prince Hal. Other notable performances include his portrayal of Claudius in a 1977 production of "Hamlet," in which Derek Jacobi played the titular role.

    


An array of credits on stage and screen, including short stints in British television's two most popular soap operas, "Coronation Street" and "Eastenders," kept him in the public eye in later life.




"Timothy West was an icon of British drama, and at the BBC we feel incredibly privileged that he was on our screens across the decades," said Lindsay Salt, director of BBC Drama.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
West, who was born in the north England city of Bradford, made his London stage debut in 1959, before joining the Royal Shakespeare Company in the 1960s, where he earned his acting chops.
On television, he had roles in adaptations of Charles Dickens' novels, including "Bleak House" and "Hard Times," the latter which was parodied in ITV's "Brass" from 1982 to 1990, in which West played a ruthless self-made businessman.
He clearly had the look, as well as the depth, to play Britain's wartime leader Winston Churchill three times, first in 1979's "From Churchill and the Generals," then in "The Last Bastion" five years later and finally in "Hiroshima" in 1995.

    


West, who was made a Commander of the Order of the British Empire in 1984 for his services to drama, was married for 61 years to actress Prunella Scales, who is most famous for her role as Sybil Fawlty in the classic 1970s BBC comedy "Fawlty Towers."
The couple had two sons, actor Samuel and Joseph. West was also married to actor Jacqueline Boyer from 1956 to 1961, and they had a daughter, Juliet West.
Their long romance was showcased over 10 seasons of Channel 4's "Great Canal Journeys," when both were mainly in their 80s. The program, which ostensibly was a love letter to narrowboats and of the British countryside, was widely praised for the way it honestly depicted Scales' slow deterioration with dementia.
The Carers Trust, which provides help and support to those caring for their loved ones, praised West for being a "devoted carer" for his wife, who is 92.

The Canal & River Trust, which cares for the 2,000 miles of waterways in the U.K., praised West for inspiring countless people to get out there and enjoy the country's water network.
"He was a dedicated supporter and a compelling advocate for boating who will be sadly missed," the charity's chief executive Richard Parry said.
____
This story was corrected earlier to state that Timothy West did not perform the role of Hamlet, but rather of Claudius.
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            FILE -Two-month-old baby hippo Moo Deng walks at the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chonburi province, Thailand, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit, File)
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            FILE -Two-month-old baby hippo Moo Deng sleeps at the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chonburi province, Thailand, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            FILE -Two-month-old baby hippo Moo Deng and her mother Jona are seen at the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chonburi province, Thailand, , Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit, File)
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            FILE -Two-month-old baby hippo Moo Deng sleeps at the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chonburi province, Thailand, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 3

                                    
                                    FILE -Two-month-old baby hippo Moo Deng sleeps at the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chonburi province, Thailand, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            FILE -Two-month-old baby hippo Moo Deng and her mother Jona are seen at the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chonburi province, Thailand, , Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit, File)
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                                        BANGKOK (AP) -- In case you can't get enough of the little pygmy hippo Moo Deng from Thailand, there's now an official song featuring the internet's favorite baby animal -- released in four languages for her global fans. 

The upbeat 50-second song "Moodeng Moodeng," available in Thai, English, Chinese and Japanese versions, features simple lyrics like "Moo Deng Moo Deng, boing boing boing/ Mommy mommy, play with me." Its music video consists of short clips of the baby hippo bouncing, playing with her keeper or hanging out with her mom Jona.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
 

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

The catchy number was produced and written by well-known Thai composer Mueanphet Ammara, and released by one of Thailand's largest music companies, GMM Music.

Moo Deng -- the name literally means "bouncy pork," a type of meatball, in Thai -- became a global phenomenon just a month after she was unveiled on Facebook by the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Thailand's southern Chon Buri province.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
 

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

Fans say her name compliments her chaotic personality. Moo Deng likes to "deng," or bounce, and her giddy bouncing has appeared all over social media in countless memes. Her image has been used by sports teams and businesses.

    



The hippo, now 4 months old, has drawn a huge amount of visitors to the zoo, which is around two-hour drive away from the capital Bangkok. The zoo estimated it has received 3,000 to 5,000 visitors a day on average in the past few months, and it's selling clothes, bedding and other merchandise based on Moo Deng.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
 

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    


Zoo director Narongwit Chodchoi has said the increasing income from Moo Deng will help its breeding programs for many endangered species like the pygmy hippopotamus, which is threatened by poaching and loss of habitat. The species is native to West Africa and there are only 2,000-3,000 of them left in the wild.

The zoo sits on 800 hectares (almost 2,000 acres) of land and is home to more than 2,000 animals.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
 

    
        
    



            

        

    

    





All four versions of the Moo Deng song are available on YouTube and streaming platforms including Spotify and Apple Music.
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Arbitrator upholds 5-year bans of Bad Bunny baseball agency leaders, cuts agent penalty to 3 years
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                    FILE - Bad Bunny appears in the press room at the Oscars in Los Angeles on March 10, 2024. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- An arbitrator upheld five-year suspensions of the chief executives of Bad Bunny's sports representation firm for making improper inducements to players and cut the ban of the company's only certified baseball agent to three years.
Ruth M. Moscovitch issued the ruling Oct. 30 in a case involving Noah Assad, Jonathan Miranda and William Arroyo of Rimas Sports. The decision became become public Tuesday when the Major League Baseball Players Association filed a petition to confirm the 80-page decision in New York Supreme Court in Manhattan.
The union issued a notice of discipline on April 10 revoking Arroyo's agent certification and denying certification to Assad and Miranda, citing a $200,000 interest-free loan and a $19,500 gift. It barred them from reapplying for five years and prohibited certified agents from associating with any of the three or their affiliated companies. Assad, Miranda and Arroyo then appealed the decision, and Moscovitch was jointly appointed as the arbitrator on June 17.

    


Moscovitch said the union presented unchallenged evidence of "use of non-certified personnel to talk with and recruit players; use of uncertified staff to negotiate terms of players' employment; giving things of value -- concert tickets, gifts, money -- to non-client players; providing loans, money, or other things of value to non-clients as inducements; providing or facilitating loans without seeking prior approval or reporting the loans."




"I find MLBPA has met its burden to prove the alleged violations of regulations with substantial evidence on the record as a whole," she wrote. "There can be no doubt that these are serious violations, both in the number of violations and the range of misconduct. As MLBPA executive director Anthony Clark testified, he has never seen so many violations of so many different regulations over a significant period of time."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Maria de Lourdes Martinez, a spokeswoman for Rimas Sports, said the company declined to comment. Arroyo did not respond to a text message seeking comment.

    


Moscovitch held four in-person hearings from Sept. 30 to Oct. 7 and three on video from Oct. 10-16.
"While these kinds of gifts are standard in the entertainment business, under the MLBPA regulations, agents and agencies simply are not permitted to give them to non-clients," she said.
Arroyo's clients included Mets catcher Francisco Alvarez and teammate Ronny Mauricio.
"While it is true, as MLBPA alleges, that Mr. Arroyo violated the rules by not supervising uncertified personnel as they recruited players, he was put in that position by his employers," Moscovitch wrote. "The regulations hold him vicariously liable for the actions of uncertified personnel at the agency. The reality is that he was put in an impossible position: the regulations impose on him supervisory authority over all of the uncertified operatives at Rimas, but in reality, he was their underling, with no authority over anyone."

In its petition to the court, the MLBPA asked the court to confirm Moscovitch's decision and to order the three individuals to pay the union $400,000, the amount they were fined by the union, plus interest dating from Moscovitch's decision.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/MLB
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                    This image released by the Pacific Symphony Orchestra shows guest conductor Alexander Shelley performing the "New World Symphony" concert in the Renee and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall in Costa Mesa, Calif., on Nov. 30, 2023. Shelley will become music director of the Pacific Symphony Orchestra for the 2026-27 season, following the 3 1/2-decade tenure of Carl St. Clair. (Doug Gifford/Pacific Symphony Orchestra via AP)
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                                        COSTA MESA, Calif. (AP) -- Alexander Shelley will become music director of the Pacific Symphony Orchestra for the 2026-27 season following the 35-year tenure of Carl St. Clair.
The 45-year-old will be just the third music director for the orchestra after founder Keith Clark (1979-88) and St. Clair, who started in 1990 and turned 72 in June. St. Clair will become music director laureate in 2025-26.
Shelley will have the title of music director designate in 2025-26 before starting a five-year contract as music director, the orchestra announced Wednesday. He will conduct four subscription weeks in 2025-26, and St. Clair three.
Shelley will lead eight of 12 classical subscription weeks plus special events starting in 2026-27. The orchestra has performed 80-85 paid events annually since the pandemic and has had annual ticket revenue of about $6.5 million in each of the last two seasons. Single ticket sales set a record last season as subscriptions declined, an occurrence for many U.S. arts organizations.


    


Born in London to pianists Hilary Macnamara and Howard Shelley, Alexander Shelley has been music director of Canada's National Arts Centre Orchestra in Ottawa, Ontario, since 2015. He was chief conductor of the Nuremberg Symphony Orchestra from 2009-17, and this season began as artistic and music director of Artis-Naples in Florida.
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            Artist Yoshitaka Amano sits on one of his creations during the press preview of the exhibition "Amano Corpus Animae", celebrating his 50-year-long career, at the Fabbrica del Vapore, in Milan, Italy, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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            Creations of artist Yoshitaka Amano are displayed during the press preview of the exhibition "Amano Corpus Animae", celebrating his 50-year-long career, at the Fabbrica del Vapore, in Milan, Italy, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 13 | 
            Creations of artist Yoshitaka Amano are displayed during the press preview of the exhibition "Amano Corpus Animae", celebrating his 50-year-long career, at the Fabbrica del Vapore, in Milan, Italy, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 13 | 
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            A creation of artist Yoshitaka Amano is displayed during the press preview of the exhibition "Amano Corpus Animae", celebrating his 50-year-long career, at the Fabbrica del Vapore, in Milan, Italy, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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                                        MILAN (AP) -- In a career spanning more than 50 years, Japanese artist Yoshitaka Amano has gained a following as an animator, illustrator, video game creator and fine artist. All those facets are on display in the largest retrospective of his work in the West, which opened Wednesday in Milan.
The "Amano Corpus Animae" exhibition celebrates Amano as a transversal artist whose Japanese style has been infused with Western influences, from the Italian Renaissance to Marvel superheroes and Pop Art.
Curator Fabio Viola said the exhibition aims to give the 72-year-old Amano "an artistic dignity" with his first major European show.
Amano's prolific career across media -- from his start as an animator at the Tatsunoko studio at age 15 to recent work including posters celebrating Puccini's centenary -- reflects his notion that an artist is someone with many talents.

    


"From what I see in Renaissance artists such as Michelangelo, artists cover everything. They did sculptures, costume designs and, of course, paintings," Amano said during a press preview on Tuesday.
Some fans may recognize his work as an animator for Tasunoko, where Amano trained making sketches of the anime version of Speed Racer before going on to create such characters as Gatchaman and Tekkaman.




Striking out on his own in the 1980s, Amano illustrated such science fantasy classics as the Vampire Hunter D novel series and made his mark in the video game arena with the Final Fantasy franchise.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The exhibition also includes more recent, and perhaps lesser-known, works: an illustration of a model for the January 2020 issue of Vogue Italia, its only cover ever not to feature a live model; an album cover for David Bowie featuring the artist and his wife, Iman; and the Candy Girl series of Pop Art and manga-inspired paintings on aluminum.
"There were people who grew up with my works in real time. Those from the 1970s, I think, will appreciate my animation. Video games for the next generation, while the art can be recognized by two or three generations,'' Amano said.

    


Viola selected the 137 original works on display from Amano's vast archive of more than 10,000 drawings, paintings and other works stored in three warehouses in Tokyo. Amano does not sell any work that has not been specifically commissioned, Viola said, and he had not seen many pieces since storing them decades ago.

"Every fan would immediately recognize his style," Viola said. "True, it is full of influences. Whoever has a little background in art history would find art nouveau, Klimt, bites of Renaissance, or the Ukiyo-e and the traditional Japanese art prints techniques. But all of this is revisited in a way that Amano's woman is clearly Amano's woman."
Trademarks include the lightly drawn eyebrows, smears of color and the brush strokes of acrylic paint, Viola said.
The retrospective was organized by Lucca Comics with the city of Milan and runs through March 1 at the Fabbrica del Vapore.
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                    Author James Patterson attends a special screening of the Prime Video television series "Cross" at the Florence Gould Theater on Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- James Patterson' s latest philanthropic project marks a deepening of ties to his undergraduate alma mater. 
The bestselling author is teaming with Manhattan University on the James Patterson Honors Program, which has a mission to "provide a strong foundation in critical thinking, writing, and creative problem-solving to prepare top students for fulfilling careers in a wide range of industries," the school announced Wednesday. The honors program, which launches next fall, will include workshops, internships, mentorships and networking opportunities. 
"Our goal in this leadership program is to provide a solid foundation in the critical areas of writing and creative problem solving coupled with a robust professional preparation and exposure to leaders in a wide range of work environments," Patterson said in a statement.


    


Patterson, 77, was an English major at Manhattan University, then called Manhattan College, who graduated in 1969 and later received a master's degree from Vanderbilt University. He has donated millions over the years to bookstores and libraries and also has established scholarships for incoming Manhattan University students. 
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                                        ST. LOUIS (AP) -- Rapper Nelly won't face drug charges following his arrest this summer at a St. Louis-area casino, a prosecutor said.
"We don't believe the facts in this case warrant the issuing of charges," St. Louis County Prosecuting Attorney Wesley Bell said in a statement Tuesday.
Nelly, 49, whose birth name is Cornell Haynes II, grew up in the area. His lawyer, Scott Rosenblum, has said the search that led to Nelly's August arrest was unwarranted.
Bell's office didn't elaborate on why the decision was made to not file charges. Rosenblum said in an email Wednesday that Bell's decision followed "a fair and impartial review of the evidence."
Nelly was arrested at 4:45 a.m. Aug. 7 as he sought to collect several jackpots he won at Hollywood Casino & Hotel in Maryland Heights, Missouri. A trooper assigned to the casino told Nelly that a warrant search is required when a gambler wins more than a certain amount of money. Rosenblum said no such warrant check is required.

    


The background check showed that a judge issued a warrant in December over a 2018 citation for operating a vehicle without proof of insurance. Because of the outstanding warrant, Nelly was arrested and searched. That's when the officer allegedly found four ecstasy pills. Police had sought a charge of felony possession of a controlled substance.


Meanwhile, the insurance charge has been resolved. Rosenblum said it was dismissed after Nelly provided proof that he has car insurance.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Nelly, a three-time Grammy Award winner, is known for hits like "Hot in Herre" and "Just A Dream." He's had four No. 1 hits and received nine Billboard Music Awards. He also has appeared in several films and TV series.

Nelly won Grammy Awards in 2002 for Best Rap/Sung Collaboration and Best Male Solo Rap Performance, and his "Nellyville" was nominated that year for both Best Rap Album and Album of the Year. He also won a Grammy the following year for Best Rap Performance by a Duo or Group the following year for "Shake Ya Tailfeather."
___
This story was updated to correct the spelling of "Hot in Herre."
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                    FILE - This image released by the Metropolitan Opera shows Daniele Rustioni conducting the Metropolitan Opera Orchestra during a rehearsal on Feb. 9, 2023 in New York. (Jonathan Tichler/Metropolitan Opera via AP, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Daniele Rustioni will become just the third principal guest conductor of the Metropolitan Opera in its nearly century-and-a-half history, leading at least two productions each season starting in 2025-26 as a No. 2 to music director Yannick Nezet-Seguin.
Rustioni agreed to a three-year term, the company announced Wednesday. He is to helm revivals of "Don Giovanni" and "Andrea Chenier" next season, Puccini's "La Boheme" and "Tosca" in 2026-27 and a new production of Verdi's "Simon Boccanegra," possibly in 2027-28.
"This all started because of the chemistry between the orchestra and me and the chorus and me," Rustioni said. "It may be the best opera orchestra on the planet in terms of energy and joy of playing and commitment."
Nezet-Seguin has conducted four-to-five productions per season and will combine Rustioni for about 40% of a Met schedule that currently includes 18 productions per season, down from 28 in 2007-08.

    


The music director role has changed since James Levine led about 10 productions a season in the mid-1980s. Nezet-Seguin has been Met music director since 2018-19 and also has held the roles with the Philadelphia Orchestra since 2012-13 and of Montreal's Orchestre Metropolitain since 2010.




"Music directors today typically don't spend as much time as they did in past decades because music directors typically are very busy fulfilling more than one fulltime job," Met general manager Peter Gelb said. "In the case of Yannick, he has three, plus being very much in-demand as a guest conductor of the leading orchestras like Berlin and Vienna. To know we have somebody who's at the very highest level of the world, which I think Daniele is, to be available on a consistent basis is something that will provide artistic surety to the Met."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
A 41-year-old Italian, Rustioni made his Met debut leading a revival of Verdi's "Aida" in 2017 and conducted new productions in a pair of New Year's Eve galas, Verdi's "Rigoletto" in 2021 and Bizet's "Carmen" last December. He took over a 2021 revival of Mozart's "Le Nozze di Figaro" on short notice when Nezet-Seguin withdrew for a sabbatical and Rustioni also led Verdi's "Falstaff" in 2023.

    


"I dared to try tempos in this repertoire that they know very well," Rustioni said of the orchestra. "I offered and tried to convince them in some places to try to find more intimacy and to offer the music with a little bit more breathing here and there, maybe in a different space than they are used to,"
Valery Gergiev was the Met's principal guest conductor from 1997-98 through 2008-09, leading Russian works for about half of his performances. Fabio Luisi assumed the role in April 2010 and was elevated to principal conductor in September 2011 when Levine had spinal surgery. The role has been unfilled since Luisi left at the end of the 2016-17 season.
Rustioni lives in London with his wife, violinist Francesca Dego, and 7-month-old daughter Sophia Charlotte. He has been music director of the Lyon Opera since 2017-18, a term that concludes this season. He was music director of the Ulster Orchestra in Northern Ireland from 2019-20 through the 2023-24 season and was the first principal guest conductor of Munich's Bavarian State Opera from 2021-23.

Rustioni made his London Symphony Orchestra debut this month in a program that included his wife and has upcoming debuts with the New York Philharmonic (Jan. 8), Detroit Symphony Orchestra (Jan. 16) and San Diego Symphony (Jan. 24).
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            FILE - Director John Krasinski poses for photographers upon arrival at the UK Premiere of the film 'IF' in London, May 7, 2024. (Photo by Scott Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 4 | 
            FILE - Emily Blunt, left, and John Krasinski attend The Albies, hosted by the Clooney Foundation for Justice, at the New York Public Library, Sept. 28, 2023, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Producer-director-writer John Krasinski attends the premiere of Paramount Pictures' "IF" at the SVA Theatre, May 13, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - John Krasinski arrives at the 81st Golden Globe Awards, Jan. 7, 2024, at the Beverly Hilton in Beverly Hills, Calif. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Let the office debates begin -- John Krasinski is People magazine's Sexiest Man Alive for 2024.
The magazine announced the actor-writer-director as its pick Tuesday night during "The Late Show with Stephen Colbert."
Krasinski starred in "The Office" before launching the "Quiet Place" franchise and leading the action series "Jack Ryan." He joked in an interview with the magazine that he's hoping his wife, fellow actor Emily Blunt, makes good on a promise to plaster the cover as wallpaper at their home.
He takes the mantle from last year's honoree, Patrick Dempsey.
Krasinski, 45, told People that his immediate reaction to the honor was "just immediate blackout, actually. Zero thoughts." He added that he thought he might be getting pranked.
He burst to fame playing the floppy-haired, lanky Jim on the U.S. version of the mockumentary "The Office," and transitioned into the clean-cut, muscular action star on Amazon's "Jack Ryan," playing the Tom Clancy character previously portrayed by Alec Baldwin, Harrison Ford and Ben Affleck on the big screen. He also co-wrote, directed and starred in "A Quiet Place," which has grown into a three-film franchise, and created the short-lived but immensely popular pandemic-era webseries "Some Good News."

    


Earlier this year, he debuted his sixth directorial effort, "IF," a film about imaginary friends that also featured Blunt.


The couple have two daughters together.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Krasinski told People in the issue that's on newsstands on Friday that the honor is likely to result in more than just jokes at home.
"I think it's going to make me do more household chores," he quipped.

Now in its 40th year, the first Sexiest Man Alive was Mel Gibson. Other past recipients include Brad Pitt, George Clooney, John F. Kennedy Jr., David Beckham, Michael B. Jordan, John Legend, Dwayne Johnson, Paul Rudd and Pierce Brosnan.
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            Rapa Nui Chilean politician Laura Tarita Rapu Alarcon attends the "repatriation" ceremony for artifacts and human remains, at the Kon Tiki Museum in Oslo, Norway, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (Lise Aserud/NTB Scanpix via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the Kon-Tiki Museum press service on Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, head of the museum Liv Heyerdahl, second from right, attends the "repatriation" ceremony at the Kon Tiki Museum in Oslo, Norway, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (Kon-Tiki Museum press service via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the Kon-Tiki Museum press service on Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, a person holds an artifact taken from Easter Island, also known as Rapa Nui, by a Norwegian explorer in the late 1940s, during the "repatriation" ceremony at the Kon Tiki Museum in Oslo, Norway, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (Kon-Tiki Museum press service via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the Kon-Tiki Museum press service on Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, people look at artifacts and human remains taken from Easter Island, also known as Rapa Nui, by a Norwegian explorer in the late 1940s, during the "repatriation" ceremony at the Kon Tiki Museum in Oslo, Norway, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (Kon-Tiki Museum press service via AP)
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            Kon-Tiki Museum's director Liv Heyerdahl, right, and Rapa Nui Chilean politician Laura Tarita Rapu Alarcon attend the "repatriation" ceremony for artifacts and human remains, at the Kon Tiki Museum in Oslo, Norway, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (Lise Aserud/NTB Scanpix via AP)
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            Norway's King Harald, centre, and Queen Sonja, right, welcome Rapa Nui Chilean politician Laura Tarita Rapu Alarcon, at the Royal Palace, in Oslo, Norway, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (Lise Aserud/NTB Scanpix via AP)
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            Kon-Tiki Museum's director Liv Heyerdahl, right, and Rapa Nui Chilean politician Laura Tarita Rapu Alarcon attend the "repatriation" ceremony for artifacts and human remains, at the Kon Tiki Museum in Oslo, Norway, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (Lise Aserud/NTB Scanpix via AP)
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            Norway's King Harald, centre, and Queen Sonja, right, welcome Rapa Nui Chilean politician Laura Tarita Rapu Alarcon, at the Royal Palace, in Oslo, Norway, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (Lise Aaserud/NTB Scanpix via AP)
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            Rapa Nui Chilean politician Laura Tarita Rapu Alarcon attends the "repatriation" ceremony for artifacts and human remains, at the Kon Tiki Museum in Oslo, Norway, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (Lise Aserud/NTB Scanpix via AP)
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            Norway's King Harald, centre, and Queen Sonja, right, welcome Miguel Pate Haoa, at the Royal Palace, in Oslo, Norway, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (Lise Aaserud/NTB Scanpix via AP)
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            FILE - Moai statues stand on Ahu Tongariki near the Rano Raraku volcano, top, on Rapa Nui, or Easter Island, Chile, Nov. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix, File)
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            Rapa Nui Chilean politician Laura Tarita Rapu Alarcon attends the "repatriation" ceremony for artifacts and human remains, at the Kon Tiki Museum in Oslo, Norway, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (Lise Aserud/NTB Scanpix via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the Kon-Tiki Museum press service on Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, head of the museum Liv Heyerdahl, second from right, attends the "repatriation" ceremony at the Kon Tiki Museum in Oslo, Norway, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (Kon-Tiki Museum press service via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the Kon-Tiki Museum press service on Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, a person holds an artifact taken from Easter Island, also known as Rapa Nui, by a Norwegian explorer in the late 1940s, during the "repatriation" ceremony at the Kon Tiki Museum in Oslo, Norway, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (Kon-Tiki Museum press service via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the Kon-Tiki Museum press service on Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, people look at artifacts and human remains taken from Easter Island, also known as Rapa Nui, by a Norwegian explorer in the late 1940s, during the "repatriation" ceremony at the Kon Tiki Museum in Oslo, Norway, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (Kon-Tiki Museum press service via AP)
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            Kon-Tiki Museum's director Liv Heyerdahl, right, and Rapa Nui Chilean politician Laura Tarita Rapu Alarcon attend the "repatriation" ceremony for artifacts and human remains, at the Kon Tiki Museum in Oslo, Norway, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (Lise Aserud/NTB Scanpix via AP)
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            Norway's King Harald, centre, and Queen Sonja, right, welcome Rapa Nui Chilean politician Laura Tarita Rapu Alarcon, at the Royal Palace, in Oslo, Norway, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (Lise Aserud/NTB Scanpix via AP)
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            Kon-Tiki Museum's director Liv Heyerdahl, right, and Rapa Nui Chilean politician Laura Tarita Rapu Alarcon attend the "repatriation" ceremony for artifacts and human remains, at the Kon Tiki Museum in Oslo, Norway, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (Lise Aserud/NTB Scanpix via AP)
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            Norway's King Harald, centre, and Queen Sonja, right, welcome Rapa Nui Chilean politician Laura Tarita Rapu Alarcon, at the Royal Palace, in Oslo, Norway, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (Lise Aaserud/NTB Scanpix via AP)
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                                    Norway's King Harald, centre, and Queen Sonja, right, welcome Rapa Nui Chilean politician Laura Tarita Rapu Alarcon, at the Royal Palace, in Oslo, Norway, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (Lise Aaserud/NTB Scanpix via AP)
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            Rapa Nui Chilean politician Laura Tarita Rapu Alarcon attends the "repatriation" ceremony for artifacts and human remains, at the Kon Tiki Museum in Oslo, Norway, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (Lise Aserud/NTB Scanpix via AP)
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                                    Rapa Nui Chilean politician Laura Tarita Rapu Alarcon attends the "repatriation" ceremony for artifacts and human remains, at the Kon Tiki Museum in Oslo, Norway, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (Lise Aserud/NTB Scanpix via AP)
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            Norway's King Harald, centre, and Queen Sonja, right, welcome Miguel Pate Haoa, at the Royal Palace, in Oslo, Norway, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (Lise Aaserud/NTB Scanpix via AP)
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            FILE - Moai statues stand on Ahu Tongariki near the Rano Raraku volcano, top, on Rapa Nui, or Easter Island, Chile, Nov. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix, File)
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                                        COPENHAGEN, Denmark (AP) -- Artifacts and human remains taken by a Norwegian explorer and anthropologist in the late 1940s are being returned by a museum in Oslo to Chile's remote territory of Easter Island in the mid-Pacific, the Kon-Tiki Museum said Wednesday.
In 1947, explorer Thor Heyerdahl sailed on a log raft named Kon-Tiki from Peru to Polynesia in 101 days to prove his theory -- that the South Sea Islands were settled by seafarers from South America. 
He brought 5,600 objects back from Easter Island, also known as Rapa Nui. This is the third time objects taken by him are being returned. 
Many have been stored and displayed at the Kon-Tiki Museum in Oslo, Norway's capital, and some were given back in 1986 and others 2006. The return has been a collaboration between the museum, Chile and Rapa Nui's local authorities.
"My grandfather would have been proud of what we are about to achieve," said Liv Heyerdahl, head of the museum and the explorer's granddaughter. 

    


She told the Norwegian news agency NTB that the objects were brought to Norway "with a promise that they would one day be returned." 




Among those that are being returned this time around are human remains called Ivi Tepuna and sculpted stones.
A nine-person delegation had traveled to Norway this week to collect the items. Four of them spent the night at the Oslo museum, alongside the remains as part of a ritual ceremony to take back the spirits of the remains.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"First one must awaken the spirits, and then speak to them in our original language. Food is then prepared to eat a meal with them, where the smell of the food goes to the spirits," a member of the delegation, Laura Tarita Rapu Alarcon, told NTB.
"It is important that those who own the culture are involved in the process," Liv Heyerdahl was quoted as saying by NTB. "Of course these remains should be returned, and it feels right because they belong to the Rapa Nui."

    


In 2019, an agreement was signed in Santiago, Chile, during a visit by Norway's King Harald. However, the COVID-19 pandemic stopped all activities in 2020, the museum said. Harald met with the Rapa Nui delegation on Tuesday.
A book about Thor Heyerdahl's voyage -- he died in 2002 at the age of 87 -- has become an international bestseller, and his film of the journey won an Academy Award for best documentary in 1951. 
Rapa Nui is best known for the hundreds of moai -- monolithic human figures carved centuries ago by this remote Pacific island's Rapanui people. 
Covering about 164 square kilometers (63 square miles) and home to about 7,700 people, half of them with Rapa Nui ancestry, Easter Island was formed at least 750,000 years ago by volcanic eruptions and is one of the world's most isolated inhabited islands. 

Located 3,700 kilometers (2,300 miles) from South America, Rapa Nui was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1995. In 2019, it was officially renamed "Rapa Nui-Easter Island" from its previous name of just Easter Island.
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            South Korean actor Song Jae-lim attends a press conference to promote his television drama "I Wanna Hear Your Song" in Seoul, South Korea on Aug. 1, 2019. (Jo Soo-jung/Newsis via AP)
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            South Korean actor Song Jae-lim poses during a press conference to promote his television drama "I Wanna Hear Your Song" in Seoul, South Korea on Aug. 1, 2019. (Jo Soo-jung/Newsis via AP)
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- Song Jae-lim, a South Korean actor known for his roles in K-dramas "Moon Embracing the Sun" and "Queen Woo," was found dead at his home in capital Seoul. He was 39.
Officials at Seoul's Seongdong district police station didn't immediately comment Wednesday on the cause of death. 
South Korea's Yonhap news agency, citing anonymous police sources, reported that police found a note at Song's home, where he was discovered Tuesday by a friend who came to have lunch with him, and that there were no signs of foul play.
Song made his debut with the 2009 film "Actresses." He rose to fame after playing a royal guard in the 2012 television hit "Moon Embracing the Sun," a fantasy drama about the romance between a medieval Korean king and a female shaman.

He also appeared in the celebrity reality show "We Got Married" in 2014, and played a supporting role in this year's streaming drama "Queen Woo," another fantasy drama about violent power struggles among royals in an ancient kingdom.
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            British writer Samantha Harvey has won the Booker Prize for fiction with "Orbital," a short, wonder-filled novel set aboard the International Space Station. Harvey was awarded the 50,000-pound, or $64,000, prize for what she has called a "space pastoral" about six astronauts circling the Earth, which she began writing during COVID-19 pandemic lockdowns.


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 30 | 
            Samantha Harvey poses with the trophy and her book "Orbital" after winning the Booker Prize award 2024, in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            From left, Yael van der Wouden, Rachel Kushner, Anne Michaels, Britain's Queen Camilla, Charlotte Wood, Percival Everett, and Samantha Harvey pose during a reception for the Booker Prize Foundation at Clarence House, London, Tuesday Nov. 12, 2024. (Aaron Chown, Pool Photo via AP)
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            Samantha Harvey speaks on stage after winning the Booker Prize award 2024, in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Samantha Harvey poses with the trophy after winning the Booker Prize award 2024, in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Samantha Harvey gives a speech after winning the Booker Prize award 2024, in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Samantha Harvey poses with the trophy after winning the Booker Prize award 2024, in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Samantha Harvey speaks on stage after winning the Booker Prize award 2024, in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Samantha Harvey poses with the trophy after winning the Booker Prize award 2024, in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Gillian Anderson arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Gillian Anderson arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            12 of 30 | 
            Adjoa Andoh arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. The Booker Prize is awarded to the best sustained work of fiction written in English and published in the UK and Ireland, in the opinion of the judges. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Charles Dance arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 30 | 
            Charles Dance arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Paterson Joseph arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Sara Pascoe arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            David Olusoga arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Val McDermid arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            19 of 30 | 
            Percival Everett arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            20 of 30 | 
            Katy Hessel arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            The Booker Prize award prior to the dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Brett Anderson arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Charlotte Wood arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Charlotte Wood arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Yael Van Der Wouden arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Yael Van Der Wouden arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Lenny Henry, left, arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Rachel Kushner arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Sebastian Thiel arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Yiyun Li arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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        British writer Samantha Harvey's space-station novel 'Orbital' wins the Booker Prize for fiction

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            

            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 30

                                    
                                    British writer Samantha Harvey has won the Booker Prize for fiction with "Orbital," a short, wonder-filled novel set aboard the International Space Station. Harvey was awarded the 50,000-pound, or $64,000, prize for what she has called a "space pastoral" about six astronauts circling the Earth, which she began writing during COVID-19 pandemic lockdowns.
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            Samantha Harvey poses with the trophy and her book "Orbital" after winning the Booker Prize award 2024, in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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                                    Samantha Harvey poses with the trophy and her book "Orbital" after winning the Booker Prize award 2024, in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            From left, Yael van der Wouden, Rachel Kushner, Anne Michaels, Britain's Queen Camilla, Charlotte Wood, Percival Everett, and Samantha Harvey pose during a reception for the Booker Prize Foundation at Clarence House, London, Tuesday Nov. 12, 2024. (Aaron Chown, Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    From left, Yael van der Wouden, Rachel Kushner, Anne Michaels, Britain's Queen Camilla, Charlotte Wood, Percival Everett, and Samantha Harvey pose during a reception for the Booker Prize Foundation at Clarence House, London, Tuesday Nov. 12, 2024. (Aaron Chown, Pool Photo via AP)
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            Samantha Harvey speaks on stage after winning the Booker Prize award 2024, in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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                                    Samantha Harvey speaks on stage after winning the Booker Prize award 2024, in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 30 | 
            Samantha Harvey poses with the trophy after winning the Booker Prize award 2024, in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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                                    Samantha Harvey poses with the trophy after winning the Booker Prize award 2024, in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 30 | 
            Samantha Harvey gives a speech after winning the Booker Prize award 2024, in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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                                    Samantha Harvey gives a speech after winning the Booker Prize award 2024, in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Samantha Harvey poses with the trophy after winning the Booker Prize award 2024, in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 30

                                    
                                    Samantha Harvey poses with the trophy after winning the Booker Prize award 2024, in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Samantha Harvey speaks on stage after winning the Booker Prize award 2024, in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 30

                                    
                                    Samantha Harvey speaks on stage after winning the Booker Prize award 2024, in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Samantha Harvey poses with the trophy after winning the Booker Prize award 2024, in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 30

                                    
                                    Samantha Harvey poses with the trophy after winning the Booker Prize award 2024, in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Gillian Anderson arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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                                    Gillian Anderson arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Gillian Anderson arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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                                    Gillian Anderson arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            12 of 30 | 
            Adjoa Andoh arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. The Booker Prize is awarded to the best sustained work of fiction written in English and published in the UK and Ireland, in the opinion of the judges. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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                                    Adjoa Andoh arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. The Booker Prize is awarded to the best sustained work of fiction written in English and published in the UK and Ireland, in the opinion of the judges. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Charles Dance arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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                                    Charles Dance arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Charles Dance arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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                                    Charles Dance arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Paterson Joseph arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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                                    Paterson Joseph arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Sara Pascoe arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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                                    Sara Pascoe arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            David Olusoga arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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                                    David Olusoga arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Val McDermid arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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                                    Val McDermid arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Percival Everett arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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                                    Percival Everett arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Katy Hessel arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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                                    Katy Hessel arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            The Booker Prize award prior to the dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Brett Anderson arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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                                    Brett Anderson arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Charlotte Wood arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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                                    Charlotte Wood arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            24 of 30 | 
            Charlotte Wood arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    24 of 30

                                    
                                    Charlotte Wood arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Yael Van Der Wouden arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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                                    Yael Van Der Wouden arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Yael Van Der Wouden arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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                                    Yael Van Der Wouden arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Lenny Henry, left, arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Rachel Kushner arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Sebastian Thiel arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Yiyun Li arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    30 of 30

                                    
                                    Yiyun Li arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner in London, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            JILL LAWLESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        LONDON (AP) -- British writer Samantha Harvey won the Booker Prize for fiction on Tuesday with "Orbital," a short, wonder-filled novel set aboard the International Space Station that ponders the beauty and fragility of Earth.
Harvey was awarded the 50,000-pound ($64,000) prize for what she has called a "space pastoral" about six orbiting astronauts, which she began writing during COVID-19 pandemic lockdowns. The confined characters loop through 16 sunrises and 16 sunsets over the course of a day, trapped in one another's company and transfixed by the globe's ever-changing vistas.
"To look at the Earth from space is like a child looking into a mirror and realizing for the first time that the person in the mirror is herself," said Harvey, who researched her novel by reading books by astronauts and watching the space station's live camera. "What we do to the Earth we do to ourselves."

    


She said the novel "is not exactly about climate change, but implied in the view of the Earth is the fact of human-made climate change."
She dedicated the prize to everyone who speaks "for and not against the Earth, for and not against the dignity of other humans, other life."




"All the people who speak for and call for and work for peace -- this is for you," she said.
Writer and artist Edmund de Waal, who chaired the five-member judging panel, called "Orbital" a "miraculous novel" that "makes our world strange and new for us."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Gaby Wood, chief executive of the Booker Prize Foundation, noted that "in a year of geopolitical crisis, likely to be the warmest year in recorded history," the winning book was "hopeful, timely and timeless."
Harvey, who has written four previous novels and a memoir about insomnia, is the first British writer since 2020 to win the Booker. The prize is open to English-language writers of any nationality and has a reputation for transforming writers' careers. Previous winners include Ian McEwan, Margaret Atwood, Salman Rushdie and Hilary Mantel.

    


De Waal praised the "crystalline" writing and "capaciousness" of Harvey's succinct novel -- at 136 pages in its U.K. paperback edition, one of the shortest-ever Booker winners.
"This is a book that repays slow reading," he said.
He said the judges spent a full day picking their winner and came to a unanimous conclusion. Harvey beat five other finalists from Canada, the United States, Australia and the Netherlands, chosen from among 156 novels submitted by publishers.
American writer Percival Everett had been the bookies' favorite to win with "James," which reimagines Mark Twain's "Huckleberry Finn" from the point of view of its main Black character, the enslaved man Jim.
The other finalists were American writer Rachel Kushner's spy story "Creation Lake"; Canadian Anne Michaels' poetic novel "Held"; Charlotte Wood's Australian saga "Stone Yard Devotional"; and "The Safekeep" by Yael van der Wouden, the first Dutch author to be shortlisted for the Booker.
Harvey is the first female Booker winner since 2019, though one of five women on this year's shortlist, the largest number in the prize's 55-year history. De Waal said issues such as the gender or nationality of the authors were "background noise" that did not influence the judges.

    


"There was absolutely no question of box ticking or of agendas or of anything else. It was simply about the novel," he said before the awards ceremony at Old Billingsgate, a grand former Victorian fish market in central London.
Founded in 1969, the Booker Prize is open to novels originally written in English published in the U.K. or Ireland. Last year's winner was Irish writer Paul Lynch for post-democratic dystopia "Prophet Song."

Lynch handed Harvey her Booker trophy at the ceremony, warning her that her life was about to change dramatically because of the Booker publicity boost.
Harvey said she was "overwhelmed," but remained down-to-earth about spending her prize money.
She said she'd disburse "some of it on tax. I want to buy a new bike. And then the rest -- I want to go to Japan."
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                    FILE - The Fulton County Jail is shown, April 11, 2023, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Kate Brumback, File)
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Jail officials in Georgia's most populous county are violating the constitutional rights of people in their custody by failing to protect them from violence, using excessive force and holding them in filthy and unsafe conditions, U.S. Justice Department officials said Thursday.
The Fulton County Sheriff's Office doesn't adequately protect jail inmates from violence by other detainees, including stabbings, sexual abuse and killings, federal officials contend in a lengthy report that details alleged abuses and offers remedial actions that can be taken. Vulnerable populations, including people who are gay, transgender, young or have with serious mental illness, are particularly at risk from the violence, which causes physical injury and long-lasting trauma, the report says.
"Our investigation finds longstanding, unconstitutional, unlawful and dangerous conditions that jeopardize the lives and well-being of the people held there," Kristen Clarke, assistant attorney general for civil rights, said at a news conference.

    


The report resulted from a federal investigation launched in July 2023 to examine living conditions, access to medical and mental health care, use of excessive force by staff, and conditions that may give rise to violence between people held in jails in the county, which includes most of Atlanta.




Investigators cited the September 2022 death of Lashawn Thompson, 35, in a bedbug-infested cell in the Fulton County Jail's psychiatric wing, noting that an independent autopsy conducted at his family's request found that he died of severe neglect. Photos released by attorneys for Thompson's family showed that his body was covered in insects and that his cell was filthy and full of garbage.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"We cannot turn a blind eye to the inhumane, violent and hazardous conditions that people are subjected to inside the Fulton County Jail," Clarke said. "Detention in the Fulton County Jail has amounted to a death sentence for dozens of people who have been murdered or who have died as a result of the atrocious conditions inside the facility."

    


Fulton County Sheriff Pat Labat, who took office in 2021 and was reelected last week, has consistently raised concerns about overcrowding, dilapidated infrastructure and staffing shortages at county lockups. He has pushed county leaders to build a new jail, which they have so far been unwilling to do. When the federal investigation was launched, he said he welcomed it and was prepared to cooperate fully.
The sheriff's office didn't immediately respond to an email seeking comment about the report's findings.
Jail officers "have a pattern or practice of using excessive force" against people in county custody, which violates detainees' constitutional rights, the report says. They do not receive adequate training and guidance on the use of force, they use Tasers too frequently and in "an unreasonable, unsafe manner," and staff who use excessive force are not consistently disciplined, it states.
Investigators also found that the main Fulton County Jail building is hazardous and unsanitary, citing flooding from broken toilets and sinks, infestations of cockroaches and rodents, and filthy cells with dangerous exposed wires. There isn't enough food for detainees and the distribution services are unsanitary, the report says. That leaves detainees exposed to pest infestation, malnourishment and other harms, investigators contend.

    


People held in Fulton County custody receive inadequate medical and mental health care in violation of their constitutional rights, leaving them open to risk of injury, serious illness, pain and suffering, mental health decline and death, the report states.
People with serious mental illness and youth offenders are routinely held in restrictive housing that exposes them to risk of serious harm, including self-injury, physical decline and acute mental illness, the report says. These practices discriminate against people with mental health disabilities in violation of the Americans with Disabilities Act, it states.


    


Included in the report are 11 pages of "minimum remedial measures" that jail officials should implement. It concludes with a warning that federal authorities will likely take legal action if concerns are not sufficiently addressed. It says the attorney general may sue to correct the problems in 49 days, and could also intervene in any related, existing private suits in 15 days.
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            FILE - Traffic traverses 42nd Street near Grand Central Terminal, in New York, Jan. 11, 2018. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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            FILE - Recently installed toll traffic cameras hang above West End Ave. near 61st Street in the Manhattan borough of New York, Nov. 16, 2023. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)
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            FILE - Pedestrians cross Delancey Street as congested traffic from Brooklyn enters Manhattan over the Williamsburg Bridge, March 28, 2019, in New York. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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            FILE - Pedestrians cross Delancey Street as congested traffic from Brooklyn enters Manhattan over the Williamsburg Bridge, March 28, 2019, in New York. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Rather than alienate suburban commuters in an election year, New York's governor slammed the brakes last spring on a plan to launch America's first "congestion pricing" tolling system, which aimed to discourage people from driving into the most traffic-choked parts of Manhattan by slapping them with a $15 toll. New York Gov. Kathy Hochul said it was the wrong time to hit drivers or businesses with new costs.
Now, with President-elect Donald Trump headed for the White House, Hochul is hurriedly restarting the tolling plan -- hoping to get it in place before the Republican follows through on a promise to kill it for good during his first week in office.
The Democrat's new plan, unveiled Thursday, calls for a $9 fee on most vehicles, which would help fund the city's cash-strapped public transit system but at a lower price tag for drivers.

    


"I'm proud to announce we have found a path to fund the MTA, reduce congestion and keep millions of dollars in the pockets of our commuters," Hochul said.
The fee would be imposed on most vehicles driving into Manhattan neighborhoods south of 60th Street and collected via license plate readers. It would come on top of the often-hefty tolls drivers pay to enter the island borough via some bridges and tunnels.




Public transit and environmental advocates howled with protest last May when Hochul "paused" the congestion pricing system just weeks before it was about to be switched on. Other cities around the globe, including London, Stockholm, Milan and Singapore, have similar systems, but New York's system would be the first in the U.S.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The aim of the such systems is to reduce traffic and pollution while encouraging use of public transit systems. 
Last spring, Hochul said she was worried that imposing the tolls could hinder New York City's continuing recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. But she also promised her sudden about-face on the toll wasn't permanent and that she would put forward a new plan.

    


Transit advocates lauded the program's return.
"Congestion pricing cannot happen soon enough," said Danny Pearlstein, a spokesperson for the Riders Alliance, which had been among the local groups that sued Hochul over her decision to halt the program. "Once the first tolls are collected, we will finally breathe easier."
Tom Wright, president and CEO of Regional Plan Association, another transit-focused group, said reviving the toll "is vital for New York and will support our regional economy, a healthy transit system, and improved air quality."
It was unclear, though, whether the plan might still face obstacles.
Trump, whose Trump Tower penthouse would be within the congestion pricing zone, is among those who have blasted the program. In a social media post last May he called it would be "a massive business killer and tax on New Yorkers, and anyone going into Manhattan."
"I will TERMINATE Congestion Pricing in my FIRST WEEK back in Office!!! Manhattan is looking for business, not looking to kill business!" Trump said. 
The program, which state lawmakers approved in 2019, stalled for years awaiting a required federal environmental review during the Republican's first term before being approved by the administration of President Joe Biden. It wasn't clear whether lowering the toll amount might allow the federal government to demand a redo of the environmental review.

    


"In general, it is harder to take something away once it is in place," said Nicholas Klein, a professor of city and regional planning at Cornell University in Ithaca, New York. "Of course, all this could have been avoided had the governor not interfered and delayed congestion pricing months ago. Congestion pricing would be in place, congestion reductions apparent, and revenues raised for public transit."
It is also unclear how Hochul's revised plan would address lost revenue for mass transit from lowering the toll amount. The original fee scheme was expected to generate up to $1 billion a year for subways, buses and commuter rail systems. 
On Thursday, Hochul insisted the money raised from the lower fee would still be enough to cover the Metropolitan Transportation Authority's costs. 

    


Also yet to be seen: How politically costly the revival of the plan might be for Hochul among people who get around by car. Lawmakers representing some of the city's suburbs panned the toll's return.
"Governor Hochul's congestion pricing scheme is nothing more than a massive new tax on working families, daily commuters, college students, and local residents who just want to travel within the city they call home," said U.S. Rep. Michael Lawler, a Republican who represents suburban communities just north of the city. 
Laura Gillen, a Democrat who won a close election for a U.S. House seat in suburban Long Island, slammed the prospect of a revived toll. 

"We need a permanent end to congestion pricing efforts, full stop," she wrote on the social media site X. "Long Island commuters cannot afford another tax."
___
Follow Philip Marcelo at twitter.com/philmarcelo. 
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            A brush fire broke out in a park on the northern tip of Manhattan, sending smoke billowing across New York City. The city's fire department has responded to a record number of brush fires over the past two weeks amid persistent dry weather.
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            Fire crews battled small wildfires across the Northeast U.S. on Monday, including a blaze in New York and New Jersey that killed a parks employee over the weekend and postponed Veterans Day plans. (AP Video by Ted Shaffrey and Cedar Attanasio. AP Production by Ao Gao)
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            This aerial image taken from video shows a brush fire that broke out in a park on the northern tip of Manhattan in Inwood, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (WABC-TV via AP)
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            This aerial image taken from video shows a brush fire that broke out in a park on the northern tip of Manhattan in Inwood, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (WABC-TV via AP)
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            This aerial image taken from video shows a brush fire that broke out in a park on the northern tip of Manhattan in Inwood, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (WABC-TV via AP)
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            This aerial image taken from video shows a brush fire that broke out in a park on the northern tip of Manhattan in Inwood, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (WABC-TV via AP)
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            This aerial image taken from video shows a brush fire that broke out in a park on the northern tip of Manhattan in Inwood, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (WABC-TV via AP)
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            This aerial image taken from video shows a brush fire that broke out in a park on the northern tip of Manhattan in Inwood, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (WABC-TV via AP)
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            Firefighters attend the wildfires as they burn along the New York and New Jersey border in Greenwood Lake, New York, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Wildfires burn along the New York and New Jersey border in Greenwood Lake, New York, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Firefighters attend the wildfires as they burn along the New York and New Jersey border in Greenwood Lake, New York, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 21 | 
            Wildfires burn along the New York and New Jersey border in Greenwood Lake, New York, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Firefighters attend the wildfires as they burn along the New York and New Jersey border in Greenwood Lake, New York, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Police officers stand guard on a local road as wildfires burn along the New York and New Jersey border in Greenwood Lake, New York, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Wildfires burn along the New York and New Jersey border in Greenwood Lake, New York, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Wildfires burn along the New York and New Jersey border in Greenwood Lake, New York, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Wildfires burn along the New York and New Jersey border in Greenwood Lake, New York, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Water levels sit below normal at the Brick Reservoir in Brick N.J., on Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024 amid record-breaking dry conditions in New Jersey. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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            A spillway, designed to keep a pond in Allaire State Park in Wall, N.J., from overflowing under normal conditions, is exposed on Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024, amid record-breaking dry conditions in New Jersey. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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            A stream in Allaire State Park in Wall, N.J., has shrunk to a trickle on Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024, amid record-breaking dry conditions in New Jersey. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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            Water levels sit below normal at the Brick Reservoir in Brick N.J., on Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024 amid record-breaking dry conditions in New Jersey. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        2 charged with setting some Northeast wildfires amid New Jersey drought warning and blazes out West
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                                    A brush fire broke out in a park on the northern tip of Manhattan, sending smoke billowing across New York City. The city's fire department has responded to a record number of brush fires over the past two weeks amid persistent dry weather.
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                                    Fire crews battled small wildfires across the Northeast U.S. on Monday, including a blaze in New York and New Jersey that killed a parks employee over the weekend and postponed Veterans Day plans. (AP Video by Ted Shaffrey and Cedar Attanasio. AP Production by Ao Gao)
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            This aerial image taken from video shows a brush fire that broke out in a park on the northern tip of Manhattan in Inwood, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (WABC-TV via AP)
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            This aerial image taken from video shows a brush fire that broke out in a park on the northern tip of Manhattan in Inwood, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (WABC-TV via AP)
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            This aerial image taken from video shows a brush fire that broke out in a park on the northern tip of Manhattan in Inwood, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (WABC-TV via AP)
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            This aerial image taken from video shows a brush fire that broke out in a park on the northern tip of Manhattan in Inwood, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (WABC-TV via AP)
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            This aerial image taken from video shows a brush fire that broke out in a park on the northern tip of Manhattan in Inwood, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (WABC-TV via AP)
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            This aerial image taken from video shows a brush fire that broke out in a park on the northern tip of Manhattan in Inwood, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (WABC-TV via AP)
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                                    This aerial image taken from video shows a brush fire that broke out in a park on the northern tip of Manhattan in Inwood, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (WABC-TV via AP)
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            Firefighters attend the wildfires as they burn along the New York and New Jersey border in Greenwood Lake, New York, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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                                    Firefighters attend the wildfires as they burn along the New York and New Jersey border in Greenwood Lake, New York, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Wildfires burn along the New York and New Jersey border in Greenwood Lake, New York, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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                                    Wildfires burn along the New York and New Jersey border in Greenwood Lake, New York, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Firefighters attend the wildfires as they burn along the New York and New Jersey border in Greenwood Lake, New York, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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                                    Firefighters attend the wildfires as they burn along the New York and New Jersey border in Greenwood Lake, New York, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Wildfires burn along the New York and New Jersey border in Greenwood Lake, New York, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Firefighters attend the wildfires as they burn along the New York and New Jersey border in Greenwood Lake, New York, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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                                    Firefighters attend the wildfires as they burn along the New York and New Jersey border in Greenwood Lake, New York, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Police officers stand guard on a local road as wildfires burn along the New York and New Jersey border in Greenwood Lake, New York, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Wildfires burn along the New York and New Jersey border in Greenwood Lake, New York, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    15 of 21

                                    
                                    Wildfires burn along the New York and New Jersey border in Greenwood Lake, New York, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Wildfires burn along the New York and New Jersey border in Greenwood Lake, New York, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Wildfires burn along the New York and New Jersey border in Greenwood Lake, New York, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Water levels sit below normal at the Brick Reservoir in Brick N.J., on Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024 amid record-breaking dry conditions in New Jersey. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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            A spillway, designed to keep a pond in Allaire State Park in Wall, N.J., from overflowing under normal conditions, is exposed on Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024, amid record-breaking dry conditions in New Jersey. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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            A stream in Allaire State Park in Wall, N.J., has shrunk to a trickle on Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024, amid record-breaking dry conditions in New Jersey. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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                                        BRICK, N.J. (AP) -- New Jersey's governor declared a drought warning. Black Hawk helicopters scooped water from a lake to dump on a burning forest in New York state. A park in Manhattan caught fire. And authorities in two states revealed criminal charges Wednesday against people accused of setting some of the wildfires that have plagued the northeast U.S. in recent weeks.
The actions came as conditions in some northeast states are the driest they've been in nearly 120 years as numerous wildfires continue to burn in places that haven't seen significant rain since August. Meanwhile, dry conditions from coast to coast were contributing to the spread of wildfires, particularly in Southern California.
The drought declaration by New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy asked people to take voluntary conservation steps, like shorter showers, turning the faucet off while brushing teeth, and waiting until the dishwasher is full to run it. But it stopped short of mandatory water usage restrictions, which would be included in the event of a drought emergency, the highest alert the government can impose. 

    


New Jersey is not yet at the point where communities are in danger of running out of water for drinking or fighting fires. And the state wants to prevent things from reaching that point.




"Please take this seriously," Murphy said. "We have a very dry winter ahead of us."
The dry weather has brought a spate of brush and woodland fires to a part of the country that rarely has to deal with them on this level.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Firefighting crews continued efforts to contain a wildfire in a woodland on the New Jersey-New York border that has burned around 7.8 square miles (20 square kilometers) in the two states.
No homes have been damaged, but Greg McLaughlin, an administrator with the New Jersey Forest Fire Service, said rugged hill terrain, coupled with few road access points, were making it difficult to fight the blaze from the ground. Water-dropping helicopters were being used in both states. And firefighters in New York took advantage of changing wind directions Wednesday by starting a controlled line of fires to burn away underbrush and leaves that could serve as fuel.

    


Around 30 miles (50 kilometers) away in New York City, a brush fire broke out in a park on the northern tip of Manhattan, sending smoke billowing across the Big Apple. The city's fire department has responded to a record number of brush fires over the past two weeks.
"Due to a significant lack of rainfall, the threat of fast spreading brush fires fueled by dry vegetation and windy conditions pose a real threat to our members and our city," Fire Commissioner Robert S. Tucker said in a statement.
Late Wednesday, police in the Philadelphia suburb of Evesham Township said they had charged a juvenile with deliberately setting an Oct. 30 fire that burned less than a tenth of a square mile. The youth, whose age was not released, was arrested Nov. 7 and taken to a juvenile detention center.
On New York's Long Island, a 20-year-old volunteer firefighter was charged with intentionally setting a brush fire Tuesday that wound up damaging a parked car, the Suffolk County Police Department said in a news release.

    


Dry conditions from coast to coast were contributing to the spread of wildfires.
Across the country, California made good progress against a major wildfire in Ventura County, northwest of Los Angeles, that broke out a week ago and quickly exploded in size because of dry Santa Ana winds. The Mountain fire was 60% contained on Wednesday.
The 32-square-mile (83-square-kilometer) fire forced thousands of residents to flee and has destroyed more than 215 structures, most of them houses, and damaged at least 210.
The fires in the Northeast haven't caused major evacuations, but a Connecticut firefighter died battling a wildfire last month and the blaze on the New York-New Jersey border claimed the life of an 18-year-old New York state parks employee who was assisting firefighters last weekend.
Dry conditions in the northeast U.S. are a growing concern, not only for firefighting efforts but for the continued availability of drinking water.

    


Two major reservoirs in New Jersey were at 51% and 45% of capacity on Wednesday, enough to keep the taps flowing, but low enough to cause concern for what might happen with additional weeks or months of low rainfall. One river that is a supplemental source of drinking water was at 14% of normal.
September and October were the driest two-month period ever recorded in New Jersey. Since August, the state has received 2 inches (5 cm) of rain when it should have gotten a foot (0.3 meters). No significant rainfall was in the foreseeable forecast, officials said.
New York City issued a drought watch last week. Mayor Eric Adams mayor urged residents to take shorter showers, fix dripping faucets and otherwise conserve water.

    


Just 0.01 inches (0.02 centimeters) of rain fell last month on the city's Central Park, where October normally brings about 4.4 inches (11.2 centimeters) of precipitation. New York says it was the driest October in over 150 years.
Massachusetts declared a drought Tuesday after more than a month of decreased rainfall.
The ground is also bone-dry, McLaughlin added. This makes wildfires even more dangerous in that they can burn downward through dry soil and root systems, and endure for months.
On a ground dryness scale in which 800 is the highest possible score, New Jersey is at 748, meaning that the soil is dry almost 8 inches (20 centimeters) below the surface. That level had never before been reached, McLaughlin said.

A wildfire that broke out July 4 in New Jersey's Wharton State Forest by someone using illegal fireworks has long been considered contained. But it has been smoldering underground for four months and could reignite above ground, McLaughlin said.
___
Associated Press writers Christopher Weber in Los Angeles and Kathy McCormack in Concord, New Hampshire contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/wildfires-forest-fires-rainfall-dry-conditions-9f449c4e485d11bac555ad9088ea0caa
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            Louisville residents are repairing damaged homes after an explosion at a nearby industrial plant that killed two employees and injured ten others. (AP video by Dylan Lovan)
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            At least 11 employees were taken to hospitals after an explosion on Tuesday at a Louisville, Kentucky, business that produces natural color for foods and drinks. (AP video by Dylan Lovan)
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            Two employees have died following an explosion at a Louisville, Kentucky, factory that caused a partial collapse of the building and blew out windows in nearby homes and businesses.
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            The area is closed off showing damage from an explosion at the Givaudan Color Sense plant in Louisville, Ky. on Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Dylan Lovan)
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            This image taken from video from WHAS 11 News shows damage after an explosion injured multiple employees at Givaudan Sense Color, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024, in Louisville, Ky. (WHAS 11 News via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 13 | 
            This image taken from video from WHAS 11 News shows damage after an explosion injured multiple employees at Givaudan Sense Color, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024, in Louisville, Ky. (WHAS 11 News via AP)
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            A large metal piece of debris that was flung across a street by a blast at a Louisville, Ky, plant is shown on Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. Two workers died in the explosion at the Givaudan Color Sense plant in Louisville. (AP Photo/Dylan Lovan)
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            A residential fence near a Louisville, Kentucky, plant that exploded is pictured on Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Dylan Lovan)
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            A massive piece of debris that flew from the Givaudan Color Sense plant after an explosion is pictured on Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024 in Louisville, Ky. (AP Photo/Dylan Lovan)
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            Members of the Louisville Metro Police and Louisville Fire Departments block access to Givaudan Sense Colour following an explosion at the facility in Louisville, Ky., Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)
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            Members of the Louisville Metro Police and Louisville Fire Departments block access to Givaudan Sense Colour following an explosion at the facility in Louisville, Ky., Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)
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            Members of the Louisville Fire Departments check their gear as they prepare to enter Givaudan Sense Colour following an explosion at the facility in Louisville, Ky., Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)
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            Members of the Louisville Fire Departments check their gear as they prepare to enter Givaudan Sense Colour following an explosion at the facility in Louisville, Ky., Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)
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                                    At least 11 employees were taken to hospitals after an explosion on Tuesday at a Louisville, Kentucky, business that produces natural color for foods and drinks. (AP video by Dylan Lovan)
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                                    Two employees have died following an explosion at a Louisville, Kentucky, factory that caused a partial collapse of the building and blew out windows in nearby homes and businesses.
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            The area is closed off showing damage from an explosion at the Givaudan Color Sense plant in Louisville, Ky. on Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Dylan Lovan)
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            This image taken from video from WHAS 11 News shows damage after an explosion injured multiple employees at Givaudan Sense Color, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024, in Louisville, Ky. (WHAS 11 News via AP)
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            This image taken from video from WHAS 11 News shows damage after an explosion injured multiple employees at Givaudan Sense Color, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024, in Louisville, Ky. (WHAS 11 News via AP)
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            A large metal piece of debris that was flung across a street by a blast at a Louisville, Ky, plant is shown on Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. Two workers died in the explosion at the Givaudan Color Sense plant in Louisville. (AP Photo/Dylan Lovan)
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            A massive piece of debris that flew from the Givaudan Color Sense plant after an explosion is pictured on Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024 in Louisville, Ky. (AP Photo/Dylan Lovan)
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                                        LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) -- For years, neighbors who lived near a factory in Louisville, Kentucky, complained amongst themselves and to local officials about a variety of strange smells coming from the plant, which produces colorings for food and drinks.
Some described it as an ammonia-like smell, while others said it was more like burnt sugar or burnt caramel. They worried a bit about living so close to the plant, but never expected what happened Tuesday, when an explosion killed two workers, and blew out windows and ripped pieces off the roofs of nearby homes..
"I've always thought about it, like this is unsafe -- seems like -- because there was always huge steam coming from the place at night. But I never really thought that this would happen," said Shelby Dix, 31, who lives in an apartment in a multifamily home that is separated from the plant property by an alley.

    


The explosion injured 11 other employees at Givaudan Sense Colour, and caused a partial collapse of the building. Three remained hospitalized Wednesday.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: 2 dead in Kentucky factory explosion that also damaged surrounding neighborhood
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Donna Warder reports at least 2 employees are dead following an explosion at a food coloring plant in Kentucky.

    

"We are grieving with the families, friends, and loved ones of those that were lost and injured during this very difficult time," the Swiss-based company said in a statement.




Amanda Strecker, who lived in a townhouse near the plant from 2018 to 2022, said she had long been concerned about the ammonia-like smell.
"We felt when we lived there that something was going to happen. It was just a matter of time," she said. "We've had a lot of problems with chemical smells in the air, reporting it locally to the environmental office, and them coming out and not finding anything."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
During the first few years Strecker lived in the neighborhood, the plant was owned by D.D. Williamson & Co. Givaudan acquired the plant in 2021.
"I had the plant manager's number at one point and I would call and let them know, 'Hey, something's not right.' They've had a lot of issues there," Strecker said.

    


In April 2003, while the plant was owned by D.D. Williamson, a tank exploded and killed a worker. Federal investigators determined the tank exploded because it was missing its pressure relief valve, which had been removed when it was moved to the Louisville plant in 1989. 
In 2009, D.D. Williamson paid a total of $600,000 in civil fines to the U.S. Department of Justice and the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District to resolve allegations of Clean Water Act violations at the Louisville plant. 
Officials said they have not yet determined what caused the explosion Tuesday. Louisville Fire Chief Brian O'Neill said the building housed hazardous chemicals -- typical for factories of that kind -- and firefighters did not immediately know if any had been compromised. He said monitoring of air and runoff found none.
Louisville Mayor Craig Greenberg said employees initially told officials "everything was normal activity when the explosion occurred."
"This is an incredibly sad and tragic incident," Greenberg said. "I want the families of the two victims to know that the hearts of all Louisvillians are with them."

    


As of February 2021, the factory made caramel colorings for the food industry by heating sugar and water and adding chemicals such as aqueous ammonia for some products, according to permitting documents filed with the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District.
At the time of the permits, the plant was still owned by D.D. Williamson & Co., which was founded in 1865 and initially supplied malt to brewing companies, later developed colors for soft drinks and more recently produced natural colors for food and beverage companies.
The Swiss flavor and fragrance company Givaudan acquired D.D. Williamson in 2021. Givaudan Sense Colour offers a range of "natural colours, caramel colours, burnt sugars, and fruit and vegetable-based browns" for the beverage market, according to its website. Spokespersons for Givaudan did not immediately respond to emailed requests for comment Wednesday.
Last year, the air pollution control district cited the plant for failing to notify the district about unspecified excessive emissions. It also was cited for not submitting annual compliance certifications and reports in a timely manner, as well as not abiding by permit requirements concerning monitoring, recording and inspections. The company agreed to pay a $7,500 fine.

    


Carly Johnson, her husband and their 4-year-old son were at home when they heard a "crazy loud boom," felt their house shake and heard things falling off the walls and shelves as if a bomb went off.
During the 12 years the family has lived about a block from the plant, they've smelled what Johnson described as a "weird, burnt sugar smell." She and her husband had worried about living so close to the plant, knowing about the explosion two decades ago. But she said she thought that since it there had already been such a traumatic event there, "they would have done everything they could to prevent this from happening again."

    


"Windows and everything can be replaced. I'm just mad about my son going through that. That's what makes me the most mad," she said.

The Louisville Fire Department is leading the investigation with help from state and federal partners. A reconstruction team from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives was headed to Louisville to help determine the cause of the explosion. Givaudan said in an earlier statement that it is cooperating with authorities.
___
Associated Press journalists John Raby in Charleston, West Virginia, and Ben Finley in Norfolk, Virginia, contributed to this report. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/louisville-kentucky-explosion-f7293237f0d07e597354505219cfcd09
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                    FILE - The family of Bijan Ghaisar, from left, Negeen Ghaisar, James Ghaisar, Kelly Ghaisar and Kouros Emami walk outside federal court in Alexandria, Va., March 6, 2020. (AP Photo/Matthew Barakat, File)
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                                        McLEAN, Va. (AP) -- A federal inspector general has exonerated two U.S. Park Police officers who fatally shot a Virginia man after a stop-and-go chase on a highway seven years ago.
A report issued Tuesday by the Department of Interior's inspector general found that the officers, Lucas Vinyard and Alejandro Amaya, did not violate procedures when they fatally shot Bijan Ghaisar, 25, of McLean, in November 2017 after a chase on the George Washington Memorial Parkway. It also concluded that they were justified in chasing Ghaisar after receiving a report that he fled the scene of an accident in which his sport utility vehicle had been rear-ended.
The report said the shooting was within police policy because the officers reasonably feared that Amaya's life was in danger when he stood in front of Ghaisar's stopped vehicle and it began to roll forward.

    


The only policy violation that did occur, according to the report, was when one of the officers used his gun to strike a window on Ghaisar's SUV.
Ghaisar's death and the shooting was the subject of years of legal wrangling, though neither officer was ever convicted of a crime. Ghaisar's family did receive a $5 million settlement from the government last year in a civil lawsuit alleging wrongful death.




On Wednesday, in a written statement, Ghaisar's mother, Kelly Ghaisar, disputed the inspector general's findings.
"These officers should have never pursued Bijan," she said. "Although they saw Bijan was in distress - probably frightened to death - they did not communicate that with their superior. They pulled Bijan over and drew a weapon, banged on his window, and kicked his tire. They then hunted him and pulled him over and shot him multiple times."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Federal authorities declined to prosecute the officers after a two-year FBI investigation. At that point, Fairfax County Commonwealth's Attorney Steve Descano filed manslaughter charges against the officers in state court. That set off a tug-of-war between state and federal officials over who had jurisdiction to prosecute the case.

    


In October 2021, a federal judge tossed out the manslaughter charges brought by Descano's office. The judge ruled that the officers were entitled to immunity and that their actions were proper under the circumstances.
The Ghaisar family said the officers violated their own policies by chasing Ghaisar, who was unarmed when officers opened fire.
Dashcam video of the shooting shows the pursuit starting on the parkway, then continuing into a residential neighborhood. It shows the car driven by Ghaisar stopping twice during the chase, and officers approaching the car with guns drawn. In both cases, Ghaisar drives off.

At the third and final stop, the officers again approach with guns drawn, and Amaya stands in front of the driver's door. When the car starts to move, Amaya opens fire. Seconds later, when the car begins moving again, both Amaya and Vinyard fire multiple shots. 
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                                        MIAMI (AP) -- Tropical Storm Sara formed Thursday in the Caribbean Sea and was expected to cause life-threatening flash flooding and mudslides across portions of Central America, including Honduras, forecasters said.
The storm was expected to stall and meander near the coast of Honduras through the weekend, the U.S. National Hurricane Center said. Heavy rain also is forecast for Belize, El Salvador, eastern Guatemala and western Nicaragua.
The storm is expected to strengthen before approaching Belize and the Yucatan Peninsula of Mexico early next week.

It was too soon to determine Friday morning what conditions the system could bring next week to portions of the eastern Gulf of Mexico, including Florida, the Florida Keys, and Cuba, the hurricane center said.
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            Smoke rises from a building hit in an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Mourners react during eulogies for Israeli soldier Capt. Itay Marcovich, who was killed in action in Lebanon, during his funeral in Kokhav Yair, Israel, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            A volunteer sits in one of the pews of the church affected by the floods in Benagarmosa, Malaga, Spain, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Marrero)
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            Relatives of miners and community members wait at a mine shaft where illegal miners are trapped in a disused mine in Stilfontein, South Africa, Thursday, Nov.14, 2024. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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            A woman walks by a board depicting trees outside a construction site at a popular outdoor shopping mall in Beijing, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            The King's Troop Royal Horse Artillery fire a 41 Gun Royal Salute in celebration of the 76th birthday of Britain's King Charles III, in Green Park in London, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Smoke rises from a building hit in an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Mourners react during eulogies for Israeli soldier Capt. Itay Marcovich, who was killed in action in Lebanon, during his funeral in Kokhav Yair, Israel, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            A volunteer sits in one of the pews of the church affected by the floods in Benagarmosa, Malaga, Spain, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Marrero)
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            Relatives of miners and community members wait at a mine shaft where illegal miners are trapped in a disused mine in Stilfontein, South Africa, Thursday, Nov.14, 2024. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 10

                                    
                                    Relatives of miners and community members wait at a mine shaft where illegal miners are trapped in a disused mine in Stilfontein, South Africa, Thursday, Nov.14, 2024. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 10 | 
            Former Chilean soccer player Jorge Valdivia is surrounded by reporters as arrives to the Eighth Court for a hearing on a second alleged rape charge, in Santiago, Chile, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)
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            A woman walks by a board depicting trees outside a construction site at a popular outdoor shopping mall in Beijing, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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                                        BOSTON (AP) -- Two of the three striking teacher unions in Massachusetts have been fined for refusing to return to the classroom. 
Judges on Tuesday imposed fines of $50,000 a day for the unions in Beverly and Gloucester that would rise by $10,000 a day as long as they remain on strike. The unions voted Nov. 7 to authorize a strike and schools were closed Friday. Schools remain closed in those districts.
A third district, Marblehead, voted to go on strike Tuesday. It was brought to court Wednesday and could also face similar fines.
Strikes by teachers are rare in Massachusetts, partly because state law bans public sector employees from striking. 
The Beverly Teachers Association has said they were pushing for smaller class sizes in the 4,500-student district, 12 weeks of paid parental leave and a "living wage" for paraprofessionals or teachers assistant whose starting salary is $20,000. 

    


In Gloucester, the union in the 2,800-student district has asked for eight weeks of fully paid parental leave, two weeks at 75% and two weeks at 50%. It also wants significant pay increases for paraprofessionals, safer conditions for students and more prep time for elementary school teachers. 




The last time teachers went on strike was earlier this year in Newton, a Boston suburb where an 11-day strike ended after the two sides reached an agreement. The Newton strike was the sixth teachers strike in the state since 2022 and the longest.

The two sides agreed to a cost-of-living increase of about 13% over four years for teachers, pay hikes for classroom aides and 40 days of fully paid family leave. 
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            FILE - In May of 1985, scores of row houses burn in a fire in the West Philadelphia neighborhood. Police dropped a bomb on the militant group MOVE's home, May 13, 1985, in an attempt to arrest members, leading to the burning of scores of homes in the neighborhood. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - Smoke rises from the ashes of a West Philadelphia neighborhood, May 4, 1985, the morning after a siege between Philadelphia police and members of the radical group MOVE left 11 people dead and 61 homes destroyed. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan, File)
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            FILE - A worker transports the remains of a body found within the debris of the house of the radical group MOVE in West Philadelphia, May 15, 1985. (AP Photo/George Widman, File)
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            FILE - A worker transports the remains of a body found within the debris of the house of the radical group MOVE in West Philadelphia, May 15, 1985. (AP Photo/George Widman, File)
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                                        PHILADELPHIA (AP) -- Additional human remains from a 1985 police bombing on the headquarters of a Black liberation group in Philadelphia have been found at the University of Pennsylvania.
The remains are believed to be those of 12-year-old Delisha Africa, one of five children and six adults killed when police bombed the MOVE organization's headquarters, causing a fire that spread to dozens of row homes.
The remains were discovered during a comprehensive inventory that the Penn Museum conducted to prepare thousands of artifacts, some dating back more than a century, to be moved into upgraded storage facilities.
In 2021, university officials acknowledged that the school had retained bones from at least one bombing victim after helping with the forensic identification process in the wake of the bombing. A short time later, the city notified family members that there was a box of remains at the medical examiner's office that had been kept after the autopsies were completed.

    


The museum said it's not known how the remains found this week were separated from the rest, and it immediately notified the child's family upon the discovery.




"We are committed to full transparency with respect to any new evidence that may emerge," Penn Museum said in a statement on its website. "Confronting our institutional history requires ever-evolving examination of how we can uphold museum practices to the highest ethical standards. Centering human dignity and the wishes of descendant communities govern the current treatment of human remains in the Penn Museum's care."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Two lawyers who represent a man whose sister was killed in the bombing and who has sued the city over the mishandling of the remains said Thursday that Delisha Africa's remains turned up "despite repeated assurances" that all the remains from the bombing had been returned to the families.

    


"For nearly 40 years, the City of Philadelphia, the University of Pennsylvania and the Penn Museum have refused to treat the MOVE Bombing victims or their families with the even most basic level of respect and decency and this latest revelation is just the most recent in a long line of atrocities Black folks in America have had to live with," Bakari Sellers and Daniel Hartstein said in a statement. "We are disgusted and disappointed but, unfortunately, we are not surprised."
MOVE members, led by founder John Africa, practiced a lifestyle that shunned modern conveniences, preached equal rights for animals and rejected government authority. The group clashed with police and many of their practices drew complaints from neighbors.
Police seeking to oust members from their headquarters used a helicopter to drop a bomb on the house on May 13, 1985. More than 60 homes in the neighborhood burned to the ground as emergency personnel were told to stand down.

A 1986 commission report called the decision to bomb an occupied row house "unconscionable." MOVE survivors were awarded a $1.5 million judgment in a 1996 lawsuit.
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                    FILE - Protesters stand outside of the Senate chamber at the Indiana Statehouse, Feb. 22, 2023, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings, File)
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                                        INDIANAPOLIS (AP) -- An Indiana law banning gender-affirming care for minors can remain in effect, a federal appeals court has ruled months after allowing the ban to take effect.
A panel of judges on the 7th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled 2-1 Wednesday that the law's restrictions are within the purview of the Indiana General Assembly and do not infringe on the constitutional rights of transgender children, their parents or medical providers, The Times of Northwest Indiana reported.
Wednesday's ruling follows a February decision by the Chicago-based appeals court that allowed the law to take effect by removing a temporary injunction that had blocked the law. The new ruling vacates that injunction entirely and definitively authorizes state officials to enforce the law.
Indiana's law was enacted in spring 2023 amid a national push by GOP-led legislatures to curb LGBTQ+ rights. 

    


It was slated to go into effect on July 1, 2023, but the month before, U.S. District Court Judge James Patrick Hanlon issued an injunction preventing most of the law from taking effect. Hanlon blocked the state from prohibiting minors' access to hormone therapies and puberty blockers but allowed the law's prohibition on gender-affirming surgeries to take effect. 




Hanlon's order had also blocked provisions of the law that would prohibit Indiana doctors from communicating with out-of-state doctors about gender-affirming care for their patients younger than 18.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Since 2021, more than 20 states have enacted laws restricting or banning such treatments, even though they have been available in the United States for over a decade and are endorsed by major medical associations. Most of those state bans on gender-affirming care for minors have been challenged with lawsuits.
After the appeals court's February ruling, the American Civil Liberties Union of Indiana called that decision "heartbreaking" for transgender youth, their doctors and families. The civil rights advocacy group also said it would "continue to challenge this law until it is permanently defeated and Indiana is made a safer place to raise every family."

    


When asked Thursday for comment, including whether the ACLU of Indiana would appeal the decision, spokesperson Laura Forbes replied, "We are weighing our options."
Indiana Attorney General Todd Rokita, a conservative Republican, said Wednesday in a post on X, formerly known as Twitter, that the ruling "is a huge win for Hoosiers and will help protect our most precious gift from God -- our children."

"By rejecting the injunction against our commonsense state law, dangerous and irreversible gender-transition procedures for minors will remain banned in Indiana," he added.
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            FILE - Jorge Menjivar, from El Salvador, stands outside the Northern Bus Station in Mexico City, Sept. 22, 2023, during his journey north to the U.S. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte, File)
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            FILE - Survivors and relatives of victims walk, Feb. 26, 2024, at the site where a migrant boat capsized a year earlier in Steccato di Cutro, on the Italian southern tip. AP Photo/Valeria Ferraro, File)
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            FILE - Winnie Keben gives water to her son at Meisori village in Baringo County, Kenya, July 20, 2022. Keben lost her leg to a crocodile attack, and that accident plus the loss of her home to rising water drove her and her family from their village. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga, File)
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            These undated screenshots provided by the International Rescue Committee show a chatbot using artificial intelligence responding to a test question that refugees or other displaced people could potentially ask. The IRC is testing artificial intelligence tools in a project called Signpost.AI to try to increase the number of displaced people they can reach with critical information. (International Rescue Committee via AP Photo)
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            FILE - People gather outside the Migrant Assistance Office on Oct. 9, 2019 in San Salvador, El Salvador. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo, File)
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            FILE - Survivors of a migrant shipwreck stand outside a warehouse at the port in Kalamata town, southwest of Athens, Greece, on June 15, 2023. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis, File)
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            FILE - Winnie Keben gives water to her son at Meisori village in Baringo County, Kenya, July 20, 2022. Keben lost her leg to a crocodile attack, and that accident plus the loss of her home to rising water drove her and her family from their village. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga, File)
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            These undated screenshots provided by the International Rescue Committee show a chatbot using artificial intelligence responding to a test question that refugees or other displaced people could potentially ask. The IRC is testing artificial intelligence tools in a project called Signpost.AI to try to increase the number of displaced people they can reach with critical information. (International Rescue Committee via AP Photo)
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            FILE - People gather outside the Migrant Assistance Office on Oct. 9, 2019 in San Salvador, El Salvador. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo, File)
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            FILE - Survivors of a migrant shipwreck stand outside a warehouse at the port in Kalamata town, southwest of Athens, Greece, on June 15, 2023. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- As the International Rescue Committee copes with dramatic increases in displaced people in recent years, the refugee aid organization has looked for efficiencies wherever it can -- including using artificial intelligence. 
Since 2015, the IRC has invested in Signpost -- a portfolio of mobile apps and social media channels that answer questions in different languages for people in dangerous situations. The Signpost project, which includes many other organizations, has reached 18 million people so far, but IRC wants to significantly increase its reach by using AI tools -- if they can do so safely.
Conflict, climate emergencies and economic hardship have driven up demand for humanitarian assistance, with more than 117 million people forcibly displaced in 2024, according to the United Nations refugee agency. The turn to artificial intelligence technologies is in part driven by the massive gap between needs and resources. 

    


To meet its goal of reaching half of displaced people within three years, the IRC is testing a network of AI chatbots to see if they can increase the capacity of their humanitarian officers and the local organizations that directly serve people through Signpost. For now, the pilot project operates in El Salvador, Kenya, Greece and Italy and responds in 11 languages. It draws on a combination of large language models from some of the biggest technology companies, including OpenAI, Anthropic and Google. 




The chatbot response system also uses customer service software from Zendesk and receives other support from Google and Cisco Systems. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
If they decide the tools work, the IRC wants to extend the technical infrastructure to other nonprofit humanitarian organizations at no cost. They hope to create shared technology resources that less technically focused organizations could use without having to negotiate directly with tech companies or manage the risks of deployment.

    


"We're trying to really be clear about where the legitimate concerns are but lean into the optimism of the opportunities and not also allow the populations we serve to be left behind in solutions that have the potential to scale in a way that human to human or other technology can't," said Jeannie Annan, International Rescue Committee's Chief Research and Innovation Officer. 
The responses and information that Signpost chatbots deliver are vetted by local organizations to be up to date and sensitive to the precarious circumstances people could be in. An example query that IRC shared is of a woman from El Salvador traveling through Mexico to the United States with her son who is looking for shelter and for services for her child. The bot provides a list of providers in the area where she is. 
More complex or sensitive queries are escalated for humans to respond. 
The most important potential downside of these tools would be that they don't work. For example, what if the situation on the ground changes and the chatbot doesn't know? It could provide information that's not just wrong, but dangerous.

    


A second issue is that these tools can amass a valuable honeypot of data about vulnerable people that hostile actors could target. What if a hacker succeeds in accessing data with personal information or if that data is accidentally shared with an oppressive government? 
IRC said it's agreed with the tech providers that none of their AI models will be trained on the data that the IRC, the local organizations or the people they are serving are generating. They've also worked to anonymize the data, including removing personal information and location. 
As part of the Signpost.AI project, IRC is also testing tools like a digital automated tutor and maps that can integrate many different types of data to help prepare for and respond to crises. 
Cathy Petrozzino, who works for the not-for-profit research and development company MITRE, said AI tools do have high potential, but also high risks. To use these tools responsibly, she said, organizations should ask themselves, does the technology work? Is it fair? Are data and privacy protected? 

    


She also emphasized that organizations need to convene a range of people to help govern and design the initiative -- not just technical experts, but people with deep knowledge of the context, legal experts, and representatives from the groups that will use the tools. 
"There are many good models sitting in the AI graveyard," she said, "because they weren't worked out in conjunction and collaboration with the user community."
For any system that has potentially life-changing impacts, Petrozzino said, groups should bring in outside experts to independently assess their methodologies. Designers of AI tools need to consider the other systems it will interact with, she said, and they need to plan to monitor the model over time. 
Consulting with displaced people or others that humanitarian organizations serve may increase the time and effort needed to design these tools, but not having their input raises many safety and ethical problems, said Helen McElhinney, executive director of CDAC Network. It can also unlock local knowledge.

    


People receiving services from humanitarian organizations should be told if an AI model will analyze any information they hand over, she said, even if the intention is to help the organization respond better. That requires meaningful and informed consent, she said. They should also know if an AI model is making life-changing decisions about resource allocation and where accountability for those decisions lies, she said.
Degan Ali, CEO of Adeso, a nonprofit in Somalia and Kenya, has long been an advocate for changing the power dynamics in international development to give more money and control to local organizations. She asked how IRC and others pursuing these technologies would overcome access issues, pointing to the week-long power outages caused by Hurricane Helene in the U.S. Chatbots won't help when there's no device, internet or electricity, she said.
Ali also warned that few local organizations have the capacity to attend big humanitarian conferences where the ethics of AI are debated. Few have staff both senior enough and knowledgeable enough to really engage with these discussions, she said, though they understand the potential power and impact these technologies may have.
"We must be extraordinarily careful not to replicate power imbalances and biases through technology," Ali said. "The most complex questions are always going to require local, contextual and lived experience to answer in a meaningful way." 
___
The Associated Press and OpenAI have a licensing and technology agreement that allows OpenAI access to part of AP's text archives.
___

Associated Press coverage of philanthropy and nonprofits receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content. For all of AP's philanthropy coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/philanthropy.
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                                        FAIRBURN, Ga. (AP) -- An Atlanta man has died following a shootout with police that killed a police dog and wounded a sheriff's deputy.
Jason Andre Wilson, a 23-year-old Atlanta resident, died after leading officers on a high-speed chase that began just before 11 p.m. Wednesday in Coweta County and ended in Fulton County, the Georgia Bureau of Investigation said.
The Coweta County Sheriff's Office said a deputy tried to pull over the Chrysler 300 that Wilson was driving for a possible registration violation, but that Wilson sped off northward, reaching speeds as high as 110 mph (175 kph) as he crossed into Fulton County.
The deputy rammed the Chrysler 300 off the road and unleashed his K-9, named Titan, to try to apprehend Wilson. Investigators said Wilson began shooting, killing Titan and grazing the deputy multiple times. The deputy and other officers shot back, striking and killing Wilson.

    


The deputy who was grazed was taken to a hospital, later released, and is expected to make a full recovery.
The Coweta County Sheriff's Office said Titan had been a K-9 for the office for more than five years. The office said Titan had located missing persons, identified illegal drugs and helped apprehend multiple offenders.

Wilson's body will undergo an autopsy in Fulton County. The GBI is examining the shooting, and Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis will decide whether to seek criminal charges after the investigation is complete.
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                    FILE - Tributes are displayed on the three-year anniversary of George Floyd's death at George Floyd Square, May 25, 2023, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr, File)
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                                        MINNEAPOLIS (AP) -- Several business owners at the struggling corner where George Floyd was murdered by a Minneapolis police officer in 2020 are suing the city to demand it take over their properties and compensate them.
The owners of the Cup Foods convenience store and other businesses operating near 38th Street and Chicago Avenue argue that the city's failure to address deterioration and crime in the neighborhood has ruined their businesses and constitutes an unlawful taking of their property without just compensation, the Minnesota Star Tribune reported Thursday. They're seeking $30 million in damages.
The area, now known as George Floyd Square, has become a place of pilgrimage for social justice supporters from across the country, and the store has renamed itself Unity Foods. But business owners say they haven't benefitted, while activists and officials remain divided over how to transform the intersection while keeping it as a permanent memorial.

    


Floyd died after a white officer pinned his neck to the pavement outside Cup Foods for 9 1/2 minutes despite the Black man's pleas of "I can't breathe." The ensuing protests, which turned violent at times, tested the leadership of Gov. Tim Walz at one of the state's most consequential moments, and sparking a nationwide reckoning over racism and police misconduct. The officer, Derek Chauvin, was convicted of murder.




The legal action, filed last week in Hennepin County District Court, argues that the businesses have lost revenue, real estate value, reputation, and tenant and rental income. It argues that the city's decisions led to higher crime and created a "no go zone" for police in the area. It replaces an earlier lawsuit by the businesses that was dismissed two months ago.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Michael Healey, the lawyer representing the businesses, told the Star Tribune there are two possible outcomes. The businesses "could conceivably keep the property if a settlement is reached with the city on the diminished value," he said. The other possibility is that the city could begin the process of taking the properties and compensating the owners.

A city spokesperson said in a statement that while it can't comment on pending litigation, the city "understands the challenges that residents and businesses have confronted in the wake of George Floyd's murder."
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                    This photo provided by the California Department of Insurance shows a bear costume allegedly worn by suspects with the aim to commit insurance fraud. (California Department of Insurance via AP)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- California has seen its share of bears breaking into cars. But bears caught on camera entering luxury cars tipped off insurers that something wasn't quite right. 
In what's dubbed "Operation Bear Claw," the California Insurance Department said four Los Angeles residents were arrested Wednesday, accused of defrauding three insurance companies out of nearly $142,000 by claiming a bear had caused damage to their vehicles. 
The group is accused of providing video footage from the San Bernardino Mountains in January of a "bear" moving inside a Rolls-Royce and two Mercedes to the insurance companies as part of their damage claims, the department said. Photos provided by the insurance department show what appeared to be scratches on the seats and doors. 
The company viewing video of the Rolls-Royce suspected that it was not a bear inside, but someone in a bear costume.

    


Detectives found two additional claims and with two different insurance companies for the four with the same date of loss and at the same location. Similar video was provided of the "bear" inside the Mercedes vehicles.




It was not immediately known if the four people arrested had attorneys. 
The department had a biologist from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife review the three videos, who concluded it was "clearly a human in a bear suit," the insurance department said. 
After executing a search warrant, detectives found the bear costume in the suspects' home, the department said. 

Bears breaking into homes or trash cans in search of food have become a problem in California -- from Lake Tahoe in the Sierra down to the foothill suburbs of Los Angeles, where some have been known to raid refrigerators and take dips in backyard pools and hot tubs.
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            People pass the New York Stock Exchange, right, on Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan)
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            Currency traders work at the foreign exchange dealing room of the KEB Hana Bank headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            A currency trader passes by a screen showing the Korea Composite Stock Price Index (KOSPI), left, and the foreign exchange rate between U.S. dollar and South Korean won at the foreign exchange dealing room of the KEB Hana Bank headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Currency traders work at the foreign exchange dealing room of the KEB Hana Bank headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- U.S. stocks are edging lower Thursday as the market's big burst following Donald Trump's election continues to cool. 
The S&P 500 was down 0.3% in afternoon trading, though still near its all-time high set on Monday. The Dow Jones Industrial Average was down 112 points, or 0.3%, as of 12:45 p.m. Eastern time, and the Nasdaq composite was 0.3% lower.
Cisco Systems' drop of 2.3% weighed on the market, even though the tech giant reported stronger profit for the latest quarter than analysts expected. Investors may have been looking for it to raise its financial forecasts more, analysts suggested. 
The stock market broadly has been rising faster than corporate profits, which has raised criticism from skeptics that it's gotten too expensive. 
Super Micro Computer, which has been one of the biggest winners of the artificial-intelligence boom, tumbled 10.5% for the worst loss in the S&P 500 after telling U.S. regulators it needs more time to file its financial statements for the latest quarter, which ended in September. 

    


The server maker's stock has been struggling recently, particularly after Ernst & Young resigned as its public accounting firm. A special committee of the company's board has since said that a three-month investigation found "no evidence of fraud or misconduct on the part of management or the Board of Directors."




Some of the stocks that have felt the biggest bump from Trump's election also lost momentum. Tesla fell 4.5% and was on track for just its second loss since Election Day. It's run by Elon Musk, who has become a close Trump ally.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Smaller stocks also lagged the rest of the market, and the Russell 2000 index of small stocks was down 1%. It's a turnaround from the election's immediate aftermath, when the thought was that an "America First" president would mean benefit companies that do business domestically over big multinationals that could be hurt by tariffs and trade wars. 

    


Even though Republicans have swept control of the White House, Senate and House of Representatives, which could give them more leeway to push through their policies, "promises made on the campaign trail may not be implemented immediately, with final legislation likely to be a pared-down version of the original proposals," according to Solita Marcelli, chief investment officer, Americas, at UBS Global Wealth Management.
Helping to keep Wall Street's losses in check was The Walt Disney Co., which jumped 7.3% after the entertainment giant reported stronger profit for the latest quarter than analysts expected. CEO Robert Iger credited improved profits at its streaming businesses and strong box-office results for its movies, including "Inside Out 2" and "Deadpool & Wolverine," among other things.
Tapestry shares climbed 12.8% after the luxury fashion company said it's terminating its merger with Capri, another luxury brand owner. The companies agreed to an $8.5 billion deal last year to unite the makers of Coach and Michael Kors handbags, but the tie-up faced numerous challenges, including a lawsuit from the Federal Trade Commission to block the deal on antitrust grounds.

    


Capri shares rose 5.3% after erasing a morning loss. 
Stocks were also feeling the effects of swinging yields in the bond market following the latest update on inflation. Prices paid at the U.S. wholesale level were 2.4% higher in October from a year earlier. That was an acceleration from September's 1.9% inflation rate and a worse jump than economists expected.
A separate report, meanwhile, suggested the U.S. job market remains solid. Fewer U.S. workers applied for unemployment benefits last week in the latest signal that layoffs aren't taking off. 
Treasury yields initially jumped following the reports, as traders trimmed their expectations a bit for a coming cut to interest rates by the Federal Reserve at its meeting next month. But yields later regressed, and the yield on the 10-year Treasury eased to 4.39% from 4.45% late Wednesday. 
The Fed began cutting rates from their two-decade high in September to offer support for the job market, hoping to keep it humming  after bringing inflation nearly all the way down  to its target of 2%. Prior forecasts published by the Fed implied it could keep cutting rates through next year. 

    


But Trump's victory may have scrambled such plans. Economists say his preferences for lower tax rates, higher tariffs and less regulation could ultimately lead to higher U.S. government debt and inflation, along with faster economic growth.
While lower interest rates can give a boost to the economy and to prices for investments, they can also give inflation more fuel. 

In stock markets abroad, European indexes were higher, including a 1.4% jump for Germany's DAX. Asian markets were mixed, meanwhile. Hong Kong's Hang Seng dropped 2%, but South Korea's Kospi added 0.1%. 
___
AP Business Writers Matt Ott and Elaine Kurtenbach contributed. 
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                    FILE - In this photo provided by the U.S. Army National Guard, North Dakota National Guard soldiers and airmen work with the Department of Emergency Services to build a handline and conduct a controlled burn to prevent the further spread of a wildfire in Mandaree, N.D., Oct. 6, 2024. (Staff Sgt. Samuel J. Kroll/U.S. Army National Guard via AP)
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                                        BISMARCK, N.D. (AP) -- Natural gas flares at oil wells sparked two North Dakota wildfires earlier this fall, according to reports from the North Dakota Fire Marshal's Office.
Investigators concluded that flares combined with high winds and extremely dry weather and started a wildfire near the town of Keena and another near New Town, the Bismarck Tribune reported Thursday. Officials with ConocoPhillips and Hess Corp., which operate the oil wells, say they're still reviewing the reports.
No one was killed or injured in the two fires that both began Oct. 5, but a combined 14 square miles (36.3 square kilometers) were burned, damaging land and livestock.
The fires were among several in northwestern North Dakota in October that burned up to 118,000 square miles (477.6 square km). Two people died and six were injured in other North Dakota wildfires. Agencies are still investigating what caused the other fires.

    


Flaring is the act of burning off excess natural gas that comes up along with oil. Oil and gas companies are required to flare natural gas from oil wells that cannot be captured or moved -- venting natural gas is illegal and creates more pollution than flaring it.





ConocoPhillips spokeswoman Lexey Long said the company is still reviewing the fire investigation report. The company is committed to providing information to the state fire marshal's office and is working directly with landowners and tenants, Long said in a statement.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Our focus remains on the safety of our workers, the community and on the protection of the environment," Long said.
Hess spokeswoman Alison Ritter said the company "is in the process of reviewing the report" and declined further comment.
The fire marshal's office does not issue penalties or have the power to prosecute. It's unclear if either company will face consequences.
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                    This image provided by the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission shows an example of a Medical King Bed Assist Rail, one of the adult bed rails being recalled Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024, due to a risk of death by asphyxiation. (U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- About 222,000 adult bed assistance rails are under recall due to entrapment and asphyxia hazards, following one death in a residential care facility.
According to a Thursday recall notice published by the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, Medical King is recalling three models of its portable bed rails -- because users can become trapped either within the rail or between the product and a mattress.
To date, the medical equipment supplier is aware of one related death. A 66-year-old man died in November 2023 after becoming entrapped between his mattress and a bed rail at a South Carolina residential care facility, Thursday's recall notice notes.
Consumers in possession of the now-recalled bed rails are urged to immediately stop using them -- and contact Medical King for a free repair kit or replacement, which will depend on the model.

    


The models sold include Medical King's "Bed Assist Rail with Adjustable Heights" (model numbers 7007 and 7057) and "Bed Assist Rail Without Legs" (model number 7037). There's no brand-specific labeling on the bed rails, per Thursday's recall notice, but all of them were sold online between January 2020 and March 2024 -- including on major platforms like Amazon, Walmart and eBay.




Medical King notes that the easiest way to tell if your bed rail is impacted by the recall is to check receipts or purchase history. More information can also be found on the company's online recall page.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In an additional consumer alert, the CPSC noted that Thursday's Medical King recall marks the ninth recall of adult portable beds that the Commission has issued since 2021 -- from a handful of different companies or suppliers. 
The CPSC says those nine recalls, along with two other product warnings, have been associated with serious injuries and a total of 18 reported deaths. Among other bed rail recalls issued over the last year, Medline, for example, recalled 1.5 million adult bed rails in May after two entrapment deaths.

The CPSC points its latest mandatory safety standards for adult portable bed rails -- as well as safety tips for installation. That includes ensuring a bed rail is compatible with your mattress, eliminating gaps and not installing multiple bed rails next to each other.
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                    FILE - Doris Kearns Goodwin arrives at a HISTORYTalks event in Washington on Sept. 24, 2022. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard, File)
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                                        COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) -- Pulitzer Prize-winning historian Doris Kearns Goodwin will kick off a fundraising campaign on Thursday for a monument to women's suffrage being planned in Ohio.
"An Evening With Doris Kearns Goodwin" will take place in the Ohio Statehouse atrium. Megan Wood, CEO and executive director of the Ohio History Connection, the state's history office, will lead a discussion with the historian followed by a question-and-answer session.
Kearns Goodwin plans to discuss her eighth book, "An Unfinished Love Story: A Personal History of the 1960s," which was published in April. The book is a reflection on her final years with her longtime husband, Richard Goodwin, a former White House speechwriter who died in 2018, and on the singular era they lived through. The two were married for 42 years.
Richard Goodwin was an aide and speechwriter to Presidents John F. Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson, who helped coin the phrase "The Great Society." Doris Kearns was a White House Fellow who later helped Johnson work on his memoir, "The Vantage Point." 

    


The event marks the official start of a $2 million capital campaign organized by the Capitol Square Foundation and the Women's Suffrage Monument Commission to support construction of the monument by 2026. Nationally, fewer than 8% of public statues depict real women.




State lawmakers created the commission in 2019, ahead of the 100th anniversary of ratification of the 19th Amendment giving women the right to vote in 1920. However, Statehouse rules drafted amid political tensions in 2020 imposed a new waiting period of five years on erecting any new monuments on Statehouse grounds. 

A committee agreed last week to waive the final few months of the waiting period for the suffrage monument. That may allow the commission to, for the first time, share some details about the sculpture, such as the artist who's been chosen to create it, at Thursday's event.
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            In this Friday, Nov. 10, 2017 photo, a rhesus macaques monkey observes kayakers as they navigate along the Silver River in Silver Springs, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux, File)
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            The Yemassee, S.C., sign is shown on Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (WCIV via AP)
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                                        YEMASSEE, S.C. (AP) -- Just eight monkeys remain free from the group who more than a week ago broke out of a South Carolina compound that breeds the primates for medical research, authorities said.
Three more Rhesus macaques were recaptured Wednesday outside the Alpha Genesis facility in Yemassee, police said in a statement.
Forty-three monkeys made a break for it on Nov. 6 after an employee at what locals call "the monkey farm" didn't fully lock their enclosure, police said.
They have been lured back with peanut butter and jelly sandwiches and other treats, officials said.
All the recaptured monkeys have been examined and are in good health, Alpha Genesis employees have told authorities.
A group of monkeys remains outside the fence close to traps set up by the company in the woods around the compound. They can be heard cooing by the Alpha Genesis employees monitoring them, police said.

    


Alpha Genesis has said that efforts to recover all the monkeys will continue for as long as it takes at its compound about a mile (1.6 kilometers) from downtown Yemassee and about 50 miles (80 kilometers) northeast of Savannah, Georgia.




The monkeys are about the size of a cat. They are all females weighing about 7 pounds (3 kilograms).
Humans have been using the monkeys for scientific research since the late 1800s. Scientists believe that Rhesus macaques and humans split from a common ancestor about 25 million years ago and share about 93% of the same DNA.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The monkeys pose no risk to public health, Alpha Genesis, federal health officials and police have all said. The facility breeds the monkeys to sell to medical facilities and other researchers.

If people encounter the monkeys, they are advised to stay away from them -- and to not fly drones in the area. The company said they are skittish and might run away from where they are gathered.
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            San Antonio Spurs head coach Gregg Popovich calls out to players during the first half of an NBA preseason basketball game against the Miami Heat, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Miami. (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee)
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            San Antonio Spurs coach Gregg Popovich gives instructions to his players during the second half of an NBA basketball game against the Oklahoma City Thunder, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Nate Billings)
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                                        SAN ANTONIO (AP) -- Basketball Hall of Famer Gregg Popovich is recovering from what the San Antonio Spurs described as a mild stroke, though there is no timetable for the NBA's longest-tenured coach to return to the sideline.
Popovich had the stroke on Nov. 2 at the arena where the Spurs play, the team said Wednesday, and has already started a rehabilitation program with belief that he will make a full recovery. The team released no other details, including what aftereffects of the stroke -- if any -- that he is dealing with.
"It's a difficult time for everyone," Spurs general manager Brian Wright said. "Coach Pop has been the leader of this organization for the last three decades. We all have come across or know people that just have a different aura, a difference presence about them. Clearly, he's one of those people. When we walk into the building each and every day, we feel that leadership, we feel that presence and so not having him there's clearly a void. And we miss him."

    


The 75-year-old Popovich is the NBA's all-time win leader who has led the Spurs to five championships, plus guided USA Basketball to a gold medal at the Tokyo Olympics in 2021. He is in his 29th season as coach of the Spurs.




"He's doing well. He's doing well. ... He's tough, he's a fighter and he's going to work," Wright said. "We're all here for him, but he's doing OK."
Assistant coach Mitch Johnson has been the acting head coach in Popovich's absence. The Spurs beat Washington 139-130 on Wednesday night, the seventh straight game in which Johnson has filled in for Popovich.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Mitch has been great," Spurs rookie Stephon Castle said Wednesday, before the team announced the details about Popovich's health. "Even when Pop was here, he's always had a voice in our huddles and in our locker room. Our philosophies haven't been changed."
Victor Wembanyama, who scored a career-high 50 points in the win over the Wizards, said the team first learned about Popovich's stroke before the team's announcement.

    


"Of course I'm a bit worried about Pop," Wembanyama said. "At the same time, I haven't talked to him, but I know what mindset he's on right on. I know he's working like crazy, probably to come back with us as soon as possible. I trust him. I trust the people taking care of him right now. I hope he's not going to be away from us for too long."
The Spurs next play the Los Angeles Lakers on Friday, and after learning that Popovich had a stroke LeBron James expressed his concern for the coach's health. He referred to him as "my dear friend Coach Pop."
"Wishing him the best of health," James said. "Hopefully I'll see him soon. Doesn't even have to be on the sidelines. Hopefully I'll just see him soon."
A stroke happens when blood flow to part of the brain is blocked or if a blood vessel in the brain bursts. That deprives the brain of oxygen which can cause brain damage that can lead to difficulty thinking, talking and walking, or even death. Strokes may lead to difficulty speaking, paralysis or loss of movement in certain muscles, memory loss and more.

    


It is unknown if Popovich is dealing with any aftereffects of the stroke.
Stroke was the fourth leading cause of death in the U.S. in 2023, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and more than half a million Americans have a stroke every year.
The Spurs were playing the Minnesota Timberwolves at home on Nov. 2, and Popovich's medical episode occurred there in the hours before that game. Johnson took over for that night's contest, which the Spurs won, after the team said Popovich was not feeling well.
Johnson and Popovich spoke on Nov. 3, and on Nov. 4 Johnson said Popovich is "in good spirits ... he'll be OK. He is OK." The Spurs had not released much in the way of details since, prior to Wednesday's announcement about the stroke.
Wright raved about the way Johnson and the Spurs have bonded and dealt with the absence of the team's leader.
"It's exactly what Coach Pop would want us to do," Wright said. "And so, it's on all of us to play our part, to play our role, to continue to lean on each other, support one another and be there for one another."

    


Popovich is one of only three coaches to win the NBA coach of the year award three times, Don Nelson and Pat Riley being the others. He's one of five coaches with at least five NBA titles; Phil Jackson (11), Red Auerbach (9), John Kundla (5) and Riley (5) are the others.
Popovich has been part of the Spurs for nearly 35 years. He was an assistant coach from 1988 through 1992, then returned to the club on May 31, 1994, as its executive vice president for basketball operations and general manager. He made the decision to fire coach Bob Hill and appoint himself coach on Dec. 10, 1996.
He's been the Spurs' sideline boss ever since.
"We look forward to the day that we can welcome him back," Wright said.

    


Popovich's 29-year run with the Spurs is a span the likes of which has been nearly unmatched in U.S. major pro sports history.

Connie Mack managed the Philadelphia Athletics for 50 years, George Halas coached the Chicago Bears for 40 years and John McGraw managed the New York Giants for 31 years. Those three tenures -- all wrapping up well over a half-century ago -- are the only ones exceeding Popovich's run with the Spurs; his 29-year era in San Antonio to this point matches the tenures that Dallas Cowboys' Tom Landry and the Green Bay Packers' Curly Lambeau had in those jobs.
___
Reynolds reported from Miami.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/NBA
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Wholesale prices in the United States rose last month, remaining low but suggesting that the American economy has yet to completely vanquish inflationary pressure.
Thursday's report from the Labor Department showed that its producer price index -- which tracks inflation before it hits consumers -- rose 0.2% from September to October, up from a 0.1% gain the month before. Compared with a year earlier, wholesale prices were up 2.4%, accelerating from a year-over-year gain of 1.9% in September. 
A 0.3% increase in services prices drove the October increase. Wholesale goods prices edged up 0.1% after falling the previous two months. Excluding food and energy prices, which tend to bounce around from month to month, so-called core wholesale prices rose 0.3 from September and 3.1% from a year earlier. The readings were about what economists had expected.

    


Since peaking in mid-2022, inflation has fallen more or less steadily. But average prices are still nearly 20% higher than they were three years ago -- a persistent source of public exasperation that led to Donald Trump's defeat of Vice President Kamala Harris in last week's presidential election and the return of Senate control to Republicans.




The October report on producer prices comes a day after the Labor Department reported that consumer prices rose 2.6% last month from a year earlier, a sign that inflation at the consumer level might be leveling off after having slowed in September to its slowest pace since 2021. Most economists, though, say they think inflation will eventually resume its slowdown.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Inflation has been moving toward the Federal Reserve's 2% year-over-year target, and the central bank's inflation fighters have been satisfied enough with the improvement to cut their benchmark interest rate twice since September -- a reversal in policy after they raised rates 11 times in 2022 and 2023.

    


Trump's election victory has raised doubts about the future path of inflation and whether the Fed will continue to cut rates. In September, the Fed all but declared victory over inflation and slashed its benchmark interest rate by an unusually steep half-percentage point, its first rate cut since March 2020, when the pandemic was hammering the economy. Last week, the central bank announced a second rate cut, a more typical quarter-point reduction.
Though Trump has vowed to force prices down, in part by encouraging oil and gas drilling, some of his other campaign vows -- to impose massive taxes on imports and to deport millions of immigrants working illegally in the United States -- are seen as inflationary by mainstream economists. Still, Wall Street traders see an 82% likelihood of a third rate cut when the Fed next meets in December, according to the CME FedWatch tool.
The producer price index released Thursday can offer an early look at where consumer inflation might be headed. Economists also watch it because some of its components, notably healthcare and financial services, flow into the Fed's preferred inflation gauge -- the personal consumption expenditures, or PCE, index.

    


Stephen Brown at Capital Economics wrote in a commentary that higher wholesale airfares, investment fees and healthcare prices in October would push core PCE prices higher than the Fed would like to see. But he said the increase wouldn't be enough "to justify a pause (in rate cuts) by the Fed at its next meeting in December.''

Inflation began surging in 2021 as the economy accelerated with surprising speed out of the pandemic recession, causing severe shortages of goods and labor. The Fed raised its benchmark interest rate 11 times in 2022 and 2023 to a 23-year high. The resulting much higher borrowing costs were expected to tip the United States into recession. It didn't happen. The economy kept growing, and employers kept hiring. And, for the most part, inflation has kept slowing.
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                    FILE - Gold bars are shown stacked in a vault at the United States Mint on July 22, 2014 in West Point, N.Y. (AP Photo/Mike Groll, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- After ripping higher for much of this year, the price of gold has suddenly become not so golden since Donald Trump's victory in the presidential election. 
Gold fell more than 4% in the four days since Election Day, when the broad U.S. stock market climbed nearly 4%. That's even though investors are expecting a Trump White House to drive tax rates lower and tariffs higher. Such a combination could push the U.S. government's debt and inflation higher, which are both things that can help gold's price.
That's left gold at $2,618 per ounce, as of late Monday, down from a record of roughly $2,800 set late last month. It also means gold has lost some luster as the best performing investments of the year. The largest exchange-traded fund that tracks the price of gold has seen its gain for 2024 drop back below 27% from nearly 35% a couple weeks earlier. 

    


What's going on? Part of the decline has coincided with the strengthening of the U.S. dollar against other major currencies. Tariffs and trade wars instigated by the United States could push down the value of the euro and other countries' currencies, and a strong U.S. dollar makes it more expensive for buyers using those other currencies to purchase gold. 




Trump's preference for lower taxes and higher tariffs is also forcing Wall Street to ratchet back expectations for how many cuts to interest rates the Federal Reserve will deliver next year. Fewer rate cuts would mean Treasury bonds pay more in interest than previously expected, and that in turn could hurt gold's price. Gold, which pays its owners zero dividends or income, can look less attractive when bonds are paying more. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Gold, of course, still has its reputation for offering a safer place for investors when things are shaky around the world. Whether it's been because of wars or political strife, investors often flock to gold when they're not feeling confident about other investments. And with wars still raging in the Middle East, Ukraine and elsewhere, while political tensions still seem as high as ever, gold will likely stay in many investors' portfolios. 

"Gold continues to be the safe haven asset class of choice for both investors and central banks," according to money managers at Robeco, which handles investments for big institutional investors. 
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            FILE - Right-wing conspiracy theorist Alex Jones speaks to the media after arriving at the federal courthouse for a hearing in front of a bankruptcy judge Friday, June 14, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip, File)
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            This undated photo provided by ThreeSixty Asset Advisors shows the Infowars set. (ThreeSixty Asset Advisors via AP)
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            FILE - Bill Sherlach, husband of Mary, one of the Sandy Hook School shooting victims, speaks to the media after jurors returned a $965 million dollar judgement in the defamation trial against Alex Jones, in Waterbury, Conn., Oct. 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Bryan Woolston, File)
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            FILE - Right-wing conspiracy theorist Alex Jones speaks outside the federal courthouse after a bankruptcy hearing Friday, June 14, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip, File)
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            FILE - Bill Sherlach, husband of Mary, one of the Sandy Hook School shooting victims, speaks to the media after jurors returned a $965 million dollar judgement in the defamation trial against Alex Jones, in Waterbury, Conn., Oct. 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Bryan Woolston, File)
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            FILE - Right-wing conspiracy theorist Alex Jones speaks outside the federal courthouse after a bankruptcy hearing Friday, June 14, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 4

                                    
                                    FILE - Right-wing conspiracy theorist Alex Jones speaks outside the federal courthouse after a bankruptcy hearing Friday, June 14, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            DAVE COLLINS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Conspiracy theory purveyor Infowars and most of its assets went on the auction block Wednesday, with Alex Jones waiting to see if he will be allowed to stay or if he will get kicked off its online platforms.
The private auction was being held as part of Jones' personal bankruptcy, which resulted from the nearly $1.5 billion in defamation lawsuit judgments a judge and jurors ordered the bombastic internet show and radio host to pay to families of victims of the 2012 Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting for repeatedly telling his audience that the Connecticut massacre of 20 children and six adults was a hoax staged by crisis actors. Jones, who has since acknowledged that the shooting did happen, is appealing the defamation verdicts.
The bankruptcy trustee had said sealed bids would be opened at 10:30 a.m. CST so the winning bidder or bidders could be chosen. But Jones appeared to be getting impatient on his show as hours passed without any word on the results.

    


"I just want to know: Is this our last day here or not?" he said.
He later wrote on the social media platform X that the trustees told him the results will be released Thursday morning. 




Both Jones' supporters and detractors expressed interest in submitting bids. They included Roger Stone, an ally of Jones and President-elect Donald Trump, and progressive media groups that have been critical of Jones. He said he could be allowed to stay and keep using Infowars' platforms if allies won the bidding but that he could be kicked out and Infowars shut down if opponents bought it.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Jones, based in Austin, Texas, said he set up a new studio, websites and social media accounts just in case. His personal social media in his name -- including his account on X, with more than 3 million followers -- were not up for sale. Court proceedings on whether they should be auctioned are pending.

    


Jones revealed Wednesday that he worked with a group that put in a bid, but did not provide any details. 
"The folks I'm working with, who put in (a) substantive bid to try to save Infowars and continue it in the future, have been given no information on the other bidders. That's all secret," he said in a video posted on X.
Everything from Jones' studio desk to Infowars' name, video archive, social media accounts, and product trademarks and inventory were up for sale. Buyers could even purchase an armored truck and video cameras. . Any unsold items will be auctioned off next month.
Many of Jones' personal assets, including real estate as well as guns and other personal belongings, also are being sold as part of the bankruptcy. 
Prospective buyers submitted sealed bids and confidentiality agreements by last Friday. The bankruptcy trustee, attorney Christopher Murray, appointed by the Justice Department, could have held new rounds of bidding Wednesday to boost prices above the sealed bids. 
Jones said Murray decided to choose from among the sealed bids. Jones said he was frustrated with that decision and learned about changes to the auction process only on Monday. A judge's order in September gave the trustee wide authority and said new bidding rounds on Wednesday were optional.

    


Murray also could reject bids, even the highest ones, if he deemed them "contrary to the best interests of the Debtor's estate, FSS (Infowars parent company Free Speech Systems) and their creditors."

Families sued Jones and his company for defamation and emotional distress for repeatedly saying on his show that the shooting in Newtown, Connecticut, was a hoax staged by crisis actors to spur more gun control. Parents and children of many of the victims testified that they were traumatized by Jones' conspiracies and threats by his followers.
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                                        TAMPA, Fla. (AP) -- A California teenager pleaded guilty Wednesday in a case involving the swatting of a Florida mosque among other institutions and individuals, federal prosecutors said.
Alan W. Filion, 18, of Lancaster, California, entered the plea to four counts of making interstate threats to injure the person of another, the U.S. Attorney's Office for the Middle District of Florida said in a news release. He faces up to five years in prison on each count. A sentencing date has not yet been set.
Swatting is the practice of making a prank call to emergency services in an attempt to bring about the dispatch of a large number of armed police officers to a particular address. Bomb threats go back decades in the U.S., but swatting has become especially popular in recent years as people and groups target celebrities and politicians.
"For well over a year, Alan Filion targeted religious institutions, schools, government officials, and other innocent victims with hundreds of false threats of imminent mass shootings, bombings and other violent crimes. He caused profound fear and chaos and will now face the consequences of his actions," Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco said in a news release. 

    


FBI Deputy Director Paul Abbate said Filion intended to cause as much harm as possible and tried to profit from the activity by offering swatting-for-a-fee services. 




"Swatting poses severe danger to first responders and victims, wastes significant time and resources, and creates fear in communities. The FBI will continue to work with partners to aggressively investigate and hold accountable anyone who engages in these activities," Abbate said. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The U.S. Attorney's Office said Filion made more than 375 swatting and threat calls from August 2022 to January 2024. Those calls included ones in which he claimed to have planted bombs in targeted locations or threatened to detonate bombs and/or conduct mass shootings at those locations, prosecutors said. 

    


He targeted religious institutions, high schools, colleges and universities, government officials and people across the United States. Filion was 16 at the time he placed the majority of the calls.
Filion also pleaded guilty to making three other threatening calls, including an October 2022 call to a public high school in the Western District of Washington, in which he threatened to commit a mass shooting and claimed to have planted bombs throughout the school. 

He also pleaded guilty to a May 2023 call to a historically black college and university in the Northern District of Florida, in which he claimed to have placed bombs in the walls and ceilings of campus housing that would detonate in about an hour. Another incident was a July 2023 call to a local police-department dispatch number in the Western District of Texas, in which he falsely identified himself as a senior federal law enforcement officer, provided the officer's residential address to the dispatcher, claimed to have killed the federal officer's mother, and threatened to kill any responding police officers.
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                    FILE - Nima Momeni, the man charged in the fatal stabbing of Cash App founder Bob Lee, makes his way into the courtroom for his arraignment in San Francisco, May 2, 2023. (Gabrielle Lurie/San Francisco Chronicle via AP, Pool, File)
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- The tech consultant charged in Cash App founder Bob Lee 's stabbing death testified in his own defense Wednesday that he made a "bad joke" to try to put an end to a late night of drinking and doing drugs, and the famous entrepreneur suddenly attacked him.
In his first public statements about the events leading to Lee's death, Nima Momeni said that he joked to Lee that he might want to spend his final night in San Francisco with family rather than trying to find a strip club. 
Momeni said Lee pulled out a knife and attacked him, forcing him to defend himself. He said Lee later walked away, showing no signs he was injured. Momeni said he called an attorney when he learned of Lee's death the following day. 
"He's a big famous guy," he said. "I'm just an average joe, an immigrant."
Lee, 43, was found staggering on a deserted downtown San Francisco street, dripping a trail of blood and calling for help. He later died at a hospital. 

    


Prosecutors say Momeni, 40, planned the April 4, 2023, attack after a dispute over his younger sister, Khazar Momeni, with whom Lee was friends. They say Momeni took a knife from a unique set in his sister's condo, drove Lee to a secluded area and stabbed him three times, then fled.




The defense says Lee was being erratic and aggressive, having slept only six hours over a four-day period of doing cocaine and ketamine  and drinking.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Momeni has pleaded not guilty. He faces 26 years to life in prison if convicted. 
But Momeni, who took the witness stand Wednesday, said the two men were on friendly terms when his sister kicked them both out of her condo at 2 a.m., saying she wanted to sleep after hours of partying and ingesting drugs. 
Momeni said they got into his BMW and he started driving while Lee checked his phone for places to go next. He pulled the car over after they went over a pothole, causing Lee to spill his beer. Lee got out of the car and Momeni followed, thinking Lee was about to puke.

    


That was when he said he made the "bad joke" about seeing family.
"He just went from zero to 100," Momeni said. "You could see the anger." 
Omid Talai, assistant district attorney, scoffed at the story on cross-examination Wednesday. 
"He wanted to kill you over a bad joke?" said Talai, incredulous.
"I'm not sure why he pulled it out," Momeni said. "I was in fear for my life."
Momeni pushed back Wednesday afternoon as Talai questioned him about text messages and testimony from others. The cross-examination continues Thursday. 
Surveillance video of Lee's final night shows him entering the posh Millennium Tower downtown, where Momeni's sister lives with her husband, a prominent San Francisco plastic surgeon.
Video also shows Lee and Momeni leaving the building after 2 a.m. and driving off together in Momeni's car. Grainy video also shows the two men getting out of the car in a isolated spot by the Bay Bridge. 
Prosecutors say that is where Momeni stabbed Lee, while the defense says that is where Lee attacked Momeni. 
Police recovered a knife with a 4-inch (10-centimeter) blade in the secluded area where Lee was stabbed. Prosecutors said tests showed Momeni's DNA on the weapon's handle and Lee's DNA on the bloody blade, but the defense presented an expert witness who said the police should have tested the handle for fingerprints, namely Lee's.

Lee's death stunned the tech community as fellow executives and engineers penned tributes to the charismatic entrepreneur's generosity and brilliance. Lee was chief product officer of cryptocurrency platform MobileCoin when he died. He was a father to two children.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/bob-lee-cash-app-nima-momeni-trial-721124751a08ed869aa7632c3677599a



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Oddities
    
  




  
    
      
        
          	
            U.s. news
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Travel
          
        

      

      Oddities

      
        A wayward sea turtle wound up in the Netherlands. A rescue brought it thousands of miles back home
      

      
        California researchers discover mysterious, gelatinous new sea slug
      

      
        Slippery slope: Scottish soccer club calls for donations after points deduction for uneven field
      

      
        Latvia charges 2 Lithuanians for counterfeiting Ariel laundry products in organized criminal venture
      

      
        Edinburgh Zoo blames fireworks for death of baby red panda
      

      
        
          	
            U.s. news
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Travel
          
        

      

    

  

  
    A wayward sea turtle wound up in the Netherlands. A rescue brought it thousands of miles back home | AP News
    
  




  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



A wayward sea turtle wound up in the Netherlands. A rescue brought it thousands of miles back home

    A wayward sea turtle wound up in the Netherlands. A rescue brought it thousands of miles back home

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            An endangered sea turtle has been released into the Gulf of Mexico after being found off the coast of the Netherlands, 5,000 miles from its home.
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            This photo provided by the Houston Zoo shows Boeier, an endangered Kemp's ridley turtle, being released at Stewart Beach in Galveston, Texas. (Jackelin Reyna/Houston Zoo via AP)
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                                        GALVESTON, Texas (AP) -- An endangered sea turtle that was found about a year ago some 5,000 miles (8,047 kilometers) from its native waters has been released into the Gulf of Mexico, according to the Houston Zoo.
The Kemp's ridley sea turtle, named Boeier after the boat that rescued it, was found off the coast of the Netherlands after becoming entangled in the net of the commercial fishing boat.
The zoo said the turtle apparently was carried away by currents until it was found and the U.S. National Fish and Wildlife Service secured the turtle's return. 
The turtle was taken to the Rotterdam Zoo where it was nursed back to health and eventually was flown to Houston, where it arrived Oct. 29, the zoo said.
After medical tests and an acclimation process, a healthy Boeier was released into the Gulf of Mexico from Stewart Beach in Galveston on Nov. 4.


    


The Kemp's ridley sea turtle is native to the coastal waters of the Gulf of Mexico and Atlantic Ocean and is the smallest sea turtle at 27-32 inches (68-81 cm) long and weighs 75-100 pounds (34 to 45 kg), according to the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department.
The turtle was placed on the endangered species list in 1970, according to the department.
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            This undated photograph, provided by Monterey Bay Aquarium and Research Institute, shows a mystery mollusk (Bathydevius caudactylus), observed by MBARI's remotely operated vehicle (ROV) Doc Ricketts offshore of Central California at a depth of approximately 1,660 meters. (MBARI via AP)
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            This undated photo provided by Monterey Bay Aquarium and Research Institute, shows a mystery mollusk (Bathydevius caudactylus) observed by MBARI's remotely operated vehicle (ROV) Doc Ricketts in the outer Monterey Canyon at a depth of approximately 1,810 meters. (MBARI via AP)
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            This undated photograph, provided by Monterey Bay Aquarium and Research Institute, shows a mystery mollusc (Bathydevius caudactylus), observed by MBARI's remotely operated vehicle (ROV). (MBARI via AP)
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            This undated photo provided by Monterey Bay Aquarium and Research Institute, shows a mystery mollusc (Bathydevius caudactylus) observed by MBARI's remotely operated vehicle (ROV) Tiburon in the outer Monterey Canyon at a depth of approximately 1,550 meters. (MBARI via AP)
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            This undated photo provided by Monterey Bay Aquarium and Research Institute, shows a mystery mollusc (Bathydevius caudactylus) observed by MBARI's remotely operated vehicle (ROV) Tiburon in the outer Monterey Canyon at a depth of approximately 1,550 meters. (MBARI via AP)
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                                        MONTEREY, Calif. (AP) -- More than two decades after spotting a mysterious, gelatinous, bioluminescent creature swimming in the deep sea, California researchers this week announced that it is a new species of sea slug. 
The Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute posted video online of the new sea slug floating gently in the depths.
Using a remote vehicle, scientists with the institute first noticed what they called a "mystery mollusc" in February 2000 at a depth of 8,576 feet (2,614 meters) in the Pacific. 
"With a voluminous hooded structure at one end, a flat tail fringed with numerous finger-like projections at the other, and colorful internal organs in between, the team initially struggled to place this animal in a group," the institute said in a statement Tuesday.

After reviewing more than 150 sightings of the creature and studying it in a lab, researchers determined it was a new type of nudibranch, or sea slug. It lives in the so-called midnight zone, an area of deep ocean known for "frigid temperatures, inky darkness, and crushing pressure," the statement said.
The findings were published in the journal Deep-Sea Research Part I.
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                                        BONNYRIGG, Scotland (AP) -- A lowly Scottish soccer club, which once had "James Bond" actor Sean Connery on its books, has been given a six-point deduction for having a sloping field.
Now Bonnyrigg Rose is calling on its fans to help raise more than 100,000 pounds ($127,000) to level out the playing surface and ensure the team doesn't receive any further punishments.
Bonnyrigg was promoted to Scottish League Two - the fourth and last tier in the country's professional league structure - in 2022 but has faced pressure from soccer authorities to fix the uneven field at its New Dundas Park home to meet the minimum requirements of the league.
On Tuesday, Bonnyrigg received its points deduction for breaching the league's rules regarding the gradient of the field, and was told the club has to provide details by the end of January of funding arrangements and the program of works to level it from next summer.

    


That prompted a call for donations from the club, which is situated on the outskirts of Edinburgh.
"The Rosey Posey, the heartbeat to our community, needs your help," Bonnyrigg said. "We are fundraising to help towards levelling the pitch as well as to improve draining etc to ensure compliance with league membership."




Following its annual general meeting in October, Bonnyrigg said it expected the cost of the work to be more than 100,000 pounds and that there have been delays in securing any government funding. The club had hoped to be able to level the field "in advance of the 2025/26 season."

Bonnyrigg lists Connery, who died in 2020 at the age of 90, as one of its notable former players and the Scottish FA has said he played in the junior team in 1951 and 1952 as a right winger.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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                                        HELSINKI (AP) -- Latvian police said Thursday that criminal proceedings have been initiated against two Lithuanian citizens suspected of counterfeiting Ariel laundry detergent products and distributing them in significant quantities across Europe as part of an organized international crime venture.
In November 2023, Latvian police, in cooperation with tax and customs officials, uncovered a large-scale operation in a residential area of Riga, the Latvian capital, where counterfeit Ariel laundry detergents were packed and stored. The police shared photos of the discovery in a Facebook post. 
The discovery included a warehouse filled with 22 metric tons of fake washing powder and liquid detergent bearing the Ariel trademark, along with packaging materials, labels and false shipping documents.
Latvian police said Thursday it had completed an investigation into the case and that the two Lithuanian citizens, born in 1978 and 1990, now face charges for "illegal production of counterfeit products, illegal use of a trademark, forgery of a mark" as well as deliberate use and distribution of a forged trademark.

    


The suspects are believed to be part of an organized crime group responsible for producing and distributing counterfeit Ariel products across Europe. If convicted, they could face up to six years in prison.

Latvian police estimate the criminal activities caused a financial damage of more than 739,000 euros ($781,000) to Procter & Gamble, the owner of the Ariel brand.
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                    This photo provided by Royal Zoological Society of Scotland on Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024 shows red panda Roxie as zookeepers in Scotland have blamed pyrotechnics from annual Bonfire Night celebrations for the death of the baby red panda. (Royal Zoological Society of Scotland via AP)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Zookeepers in Scotland have blamed pyrotechnics from annual Bonfire Night celebrations for the death of a baby red panda named Roxie. 
The three-month-old died on Nov. 5 after choking on vomit that was believed to be caused by stress from the explosions that could be heard to mark Guy Fawkes Day, when fireworks and bonfires are lit to mark the failed plot in 1605 to blow up the British Parliament.
"Roxie had access to her den, but the frightening noises seem to have been too much for her," said Ben Supple, deputy chief executive of the Royal Zoological Society of Scotland, which owns Edinburgh Zoo. "Very sadly, she choked on her vomit on Bonfire Night and our vets believe this was probably a reaction to fireworks."
The red panda, a cat-sized nocturnal animal with reddish fur and a shaggy tail, is native to the eastern Himalayas and southwestern China. 

    


While it is protected in India, Bhutan, China, Nepal and Myanmar, the species is threatened by habitat loss, human encroachment and poaching. Fewer than 10,000 remain in the wild. 
The small mammals have a low chance of survival -- even when born in captivity -- and they are especially vulnerable in their first months. Studies show that as many as 60% don't reach their first birthday, according to the Toronto Zoo, which in August announced the death of one of two infant red pandas born there in June.




Roxie's mother, Ginger, died five days earlier but Roxie had been eating on her own and responding well to care, Supple said. Stress from fireworks in the days between Halloween on Oct. 31 and Guy Fawkes' Day could have been a contributing factor in the mother's death, he said. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Pet owners are well aware of the distress fireworks can cause dogs, cats, horses and other animals. 
The Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals has campaigned for tighter restrictions and the zoo used the incident to call for a ban on fireworks sales and for only light, public pyrotechnic displays. 

    


A petition to curb fireworks was signed by more than 1 million people and delivered to British Prime Minister Keir Starmer's office this month. 
Police in Edinburgh said disorder on Bonfire Night had caused a state of alarm in the city this year. More than a dozen people have been arrested so far on allegations that include shooting fireworks at police officers and other anti-social behavior. 
Scottish community safety minister Siobhian Brown said this had been the first year that local authorities could ban the use of fireworks in certain areas. She said it was now a matter for the U.K. government to take up.
Alex Cole-Hamilton, leader of the Liberal Democrats in the Scottish Parliament, said current rules don't seem to be working and there may need to be a ban on noisy fireworks.

"This is extremely sad news. These are rare and beautiful creatures," said Cole-Hamilton. "The scenes across Edinburgh over the last few weeks have been anarchic and troubling."
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                    FILE - Tourists walk by the ancient Roman Colosseum as it's reflected in a puddle, in Rome, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini, file)
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                                        ROME (AP) -- The ancient Roman Colosseum will be the venue of gladiator fights -- albeit staged -- for the first time in two millennia under a $1.5 million sponsorship deal with Airbnb that aims to promote "a more conscious tourism."
But some visitors to the monument Thursday, as well as housing activists, were skeptical about the value of the arrangement, citing ongoing controversies in many cities over the role of short-term rental platforms in fueling overtourism and limiting affordable housing for residents and students.
Under the deal announced by Airbnb and the Colosseum on Wednesday, the sponsorship by the short-term rental giant will cover the renewal of an educational program inside the ancient Roman amphitheater covering the history of the structure and gladiators.
Eight of the platform's users and their plus-ones will be able to participate in faux gladiator fights after the Colosseum's closing time on May 7-8, taking the same underground route used by gladiators in ancient Rome to reach the arena. People can apply for the experience on Nov. 27 at no cost, and the "gladiators" will be chosen by lottery.

    


The superintendent of the Colosseum Archaeological Park, Alfonsina Russo, told The Associated Press that the deal is in conjunction with the release of Ridley Scott's new film "Gladiators II," which opened in Italy on Thursday.


Russo characterized the sponsorship arrangement as one of the many such deals to help finance projects at the park.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The Italian fashion brand Tod's, for example, has funded a multimillion renovation of the Roman monument, including a cleaning, replacing the locking system of arches with new gates and redoing the subterranean areas.
Alberto Campailla, the coordinator of the Nonna Roma nonprofit organization that focuses on housing and food for the poor, called the campaign with Airbnb "a disgrace," and a form of "touristification."

    


Airbnb and other platforms offering short-term rentals "are literally driving people out of not only the city center, but also the outskirts and suburban neighborhoods," Campailla said.
Tourists from other European cities grappling with overtourism also took issue with the deal.
"It seems to me that the purpose of the Colosseum today is to be a tourist attraction, but not to create an amusement park within it," said Jaime Montero, a tourist visiting from Madrid. "In the end, tourism eats the essence of the cities, here in Rome, as in other capitals."
Visiting from Naples, Salvatore Di Matteo saw the deal as "yet another takeover of the territory" by big companies.
"If they start to touch sacred monuments such as the Colosseum here in Rome, it is obviously something that should make us think and is, in any case, a bit worrying," he said. 

The Colosseum is the most important and largest amphitheater constructed by the ancient Romans. Built in the 1st century, it was the center of popular entertainment, hosting hunts and gladiator games, until the 6th century.
____
Colleen Barry contributed from Milan.
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Two environmental activists have been charged over the spraying orange paint powder at the Stonehenge monuments in southwest England in June, police said Thursday.
Rajan Naidu, 73, and Niamh Lynch, 22, have been charged with "destroying or damaging an ancient protected monument, and intentionally or recklessly causing a public nuisance," Wiltshire Police said in a statement. They are due to appear at Salisbury Magistrates' Court on Dec. 13.
Soon after the spray attack at the UNESCO World Heritage Site, the group Just Stop Oil took responsibility and released video showing a man it identified as Naidu blast a fog of orange from a fire extinguisher at one of the vertical stones. The second protester, identified as Lynch, sprayed three stones before she was stopped. It said the paint was made of cornstarch and would dissolve in the rain.

    


Following the protest, English Heritage, a charity that manages hundreds of historic sites, said that experts had quickly removed the orange powder from the stones.
Stonehenge was built on a windswept plain in southern England in stages starting 5,000 years ago. Its origin and purpose remain somewhat of a mystery, though the stone circle aligns with the summer solstice sunrise and winter solstice sunset, drawing crowds of spiritualists, druids and sun worshippers.

The publicity stunt was among a long line of disruptive acts by Just Stop Oil to draw attention to the climate crisis. The protests have halted sporting events, sullied famous works of art and caused traffic jams. The acts have led to convictions, jail terms and widespread criticism.
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            Several international airlines cancelled flights to and from Indonesia's tourist island of Bali on Wednesday as ongoing eruption of a rumbling volcano, left travelers stranded at airports. Authorities on Tuesday expanded the danger zone as the volcano erupted again to nine kilometers (5.6 miles) as volcanic materials, including smoldering rocks, lava, and hot, thumb-size fragments of gravel and ash, were thrown up to 8 kilometers (5 miles) from the crater on Friday. (AP video shot by: Sigit Purwono, Production by Andi Riccardi)
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            Indonesia's Mount Lewotobi Laki Laki volcano spewed more columns of hot ash into the air on Wednesday following a huge eruption that killed at least nine people.


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 5 | 
            A passenger checks a flight information board showing flights cancelled due to the eruption of Mount Lewotobi Laki-Laki, at Ngurah Rai International Airport in Bali, Indonesia, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Firdia Lisnawati)
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            Passengers look at a flight information board after a number of flights are cancelled due to the eruption of Mount Lewotobi Laki-Laki, at Ngurah Rai International Airport in Bali, Indonesia, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Firdia Lisnawati)
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            Passengers look at a flight information board showing a number of flights cancelled due to the eruption of Mount Lewotobi Laki-Laki, at Ngurah Rai International Airport in Bali, Indonesia, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Firdia Lisnawati)
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                                        DENPASAR, Indonesia (AP) -- Several international airlines canceled flights to and from Indonesia's tourist island of Bali on Wednesday as an ongoing volcanic eruption left travelers stranded at airports.
Tourists told The Associated Press that they have been stuck at Bali's airport since Tuesday after their flights were suddenly canceled.
"The airline did not provide accommodation, leaving us stranded at this airport," said Charlie Austin from Perth, Australia, who was on vacation in Bali with his family.
Another Australian tourist, Issabella Butler, opted to find another airline that could fly her home.
"The important thing is that we have to be able to get out of here," she said.
Media reports said that thousands of people were stranded at airports in Indonesia and Australia, but an exact number wasn't given.
Indonesia's Mount Lewotobi Laki Laki volcano on the remote island of Flores in East Nusa Tenggara province spewed towering columns of hot ash high into the air since its initial huge eruption on Nov. 4 killed nine people and injured dozens of others.

    


The 1,584-meter (5,197-foot) volcano shot up ash at least 17 times on Tuesday, with the largest column recorded at 9 kilometers (51/2 miles) high, the Center for Volcanology and Geological Disaster Mitigation said in a statement.




Authorities on Tuesday expanded the danger zone as the volcano erupted again to 9 kilometers (51/2 miles) as volcanic materials, including smoldering rocks, lava, and hot, thumb-size fragments of gravel and ash, were thrown up to 8 kilometers (5 miles) from the crater since Friday.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The activity at the volcano has disturbed flights at Bali's I Gusti Ngurah Rai international airport since the eruption started, airport general manager Ahmad Syaugi Shahab said. Over the past four days, 84 flights, including 36 scheduled to depart and 48 due to arrive, were affected.

    


Shahab said that at least 26 domestic flights and 64 overseas ones were canceled on Wednesday alone, including airlines from Singapore, Hong Kong, Qatar, India and Malaysia. For these cancellations, the airlines were offering travelers a refund, or to reschedule or reroute, he said. 
Three Australian airlines have also canceled or delayed a number of flights. Jetstar has paused its flights to Bali until at least Thursday, it said on its website, saying it was "currently not safe" to operate the route.
Virgin Australia's website showed 10 services to and from Bali were canceled on Wednesday. Qantas said it has delayed three flights. Some airlines are offering fare refunds for upcoming Bali flights to passengers who don't want to travel.
Air New Zealand canceled a flight to Denpasar scheduled for Wednesday and a return service to Auckland due to depart Bali on Thursday. Passengers would be rebooked and the airline would continue to monitor the movement of ash in the coming days, Chief Operating Officer Alex Marren said.
Korean Air said two of its flights headed to Bali were forced to turn back because of volcanic ash caused by the eruption.

    


The airline said Wednesday that the two flights -- carrying about 400 passengers combined -- that departed South Korea's Incheon international airport on Tuesday turned back toward the origin departure a few hours later, following forecasts that said Bali's Ngurah Rai airport could be affected by the volcanic ash. The two planes arrived in Incheon early Wednesday.
About 6,500 people were evacuated in January after Mount Lewotobi Laki Laki began erupting, spewing thick clouds and forcing the government to close the island's Fransiskus Xaverius Seda Airport. No casualties or major damage were reported, but the airport has remained closed because of seismic activity.
Three other airports in neighboring districts of Ende, Larantuka and Bajawa have been closed since Monday after Indonesia's Air Navigation issued a safety warning because of volcanic ash.
Lewotobi Laki Laki is one of a pair of stratovolcanoes in the East Flores district of East Nusa Tenggara province, known locally as the husband-and-wife mountains. "Laki laki" means man, while its mate is Lewotobi Perempuan, or woman. It's one of the 120 active volcanoes in Indonesia, an archipelago of 280 million people.
The country is prone to earthquakes, landslides and volcanic activity because it sits along the "Ring of Fire," a horseshoe-shaped series of seismic fault lines around the Pacific Ocean.

    


___

Niniek Karmini reported from Jakarta. Charlotte Graham-McLay in Wellington, New Zealand, and Tong-hyung Kim in Seoul, South Korea, contributed to this report.
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                    FILE - A line of Spirit Airlines jets sit on the tarmac at Orlando International Airport on May 20, 2020, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Shares of Spirit Airlines plunged Wednesday after the budget airline said that it won't announce quarterly financial results on time while it continues talks with bond holders to restructure its debt.
Spirit said negotiations are progressing toward an agreement that would protect creditors and customers. However, the company said if such a deal is reached, it would be expected to wipe out existing shares.
The stock was down 58% in afternoon trading Wednesday.
The low-cost airline has been struggling to recover from the pandemic-caused swoon in travel. A federal judge blocked an attempt to sell the airline to JetBlue after the Justice Department sued on antitrust grounds.
Spirit disclosed after the market closed Tuesday that it had notified the Securities and Exchange Commission it would be late in filing its third-quarter financial report while it continued discussions with holders of debt that is due for repayment in 2025 and 2026. 

    


If it can reach a deal, Spirit said, it would go through "a statutory restructuring" that would protect creditors, employees, customers and companies that do business with the airline but "is expected to lead to the cancellation of the company's existing equity."




The Florida-based airline said it was also "exploring strategic alternatives" -- often a euphemism for a sale, merger or restructuring. The Wall Street Journal, citing anonymous sources, reported late Tuesday that the airline was discussing terms of a possible bankruptcy filing with its bondholders after merger talks with Frontier Airlines broke down.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The company also gave grim guidance about its third-quarter performance. Spirit said its operating margin would be 12 percentage points worse than last year's third quarter, when it was a negative 15%. Revenue will be down and expenses up compared with a year earlier.
TD Cowen analyst Tom Fitzgerald said Spirit's announcement creates the risk that customers will book on other airlines instead, putting even more pressure on Spirit's liquidity.

    


Spirit, the nation's biggest budget airline, has lost more than $2.5 billion since the start of 2020 and faces looming debt payments totaling more than $1 billion.
People are still flying on Spirit Airlines. They just are not paying as much.
In the first six months of the year, Spirit passengers flew 2% more than they did in the same period last year. However, they were paying 10% less per mile, and revenue per mile from fares was down nearly 20%, contributing to Spirit's red ink. 
It's not a new trend. Spirit failed to return to profitability when the coronavirus pandemic eased and travel rebounded. There are several reasons behind the slump.
Spirit's costs, especially for labor, have risen. The biggest U.S. airlines have snagged some of Spirit's budget-conscious customers by offering their own brand of bare-bones tickets. And fares for U.S. leisure travel -- Spirit's core business -- sagged most of this year because of a glut of seats on domestic flights.
Peter McNally, an analyst at investment-research firm Third Bridge, said Spirit used debt to grow aggressively coming out of the pandemic to increase its market share. But its costs rose and pricing power was damaged when other airlines also added flights, he said.

    


Frontier Airlines tried to merge with Spirit in 2022 but was outbid by JetBlue. The Justice Department sued JetBlue and Spirit, saying a merger would drive up prices for Spirit customers who depend on low fares, and a federal judge agreed in January. JetBlue and Spirit dropped their merger two months later.
Spirit and Frontier, based in Denver, declined to comment on possible merger discussions. Savanthi Syth, an airlines analyst for Raymond James, said she still believes that a merger of the two is likely once Spirit restructures to reduce its costs.
U.S. airline bankruptcies were common in the 1990s and 2000s, as airlines struggled with fierce competition, high labor costs and sudden spikes in the price of jet fuel. While some airlines survived the turbulence and a wave of mergers, Pan Am, TWA, Northwest, Continental and US Airways all disappeared. 

The last bankruptcy by a major U.S. carrier ended when American Airlines emerged from Chapter 11 protection and simultaneously merged with US Airways in December 2013. 
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                    FILE - A person works on a laptop computer in Hudson, Wis., Nov. 16, 2022. (AP Photo/David Goldman, File)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- If you're tired of memorizing passwords, then give passkeys a try. 
You might have noticed that many online services are now offering the option of using passkeys, a digital authentication method touted as an easier and more secure way to log in. The passkey push started gaining major momentum after Google started accepting them about 18 months ago. 
Passkeys are seen as eventual replacements for passwords, but if you're still not sure what they're all about, read on: 
What are passkeys? And how do they work?
Forget about memorizing an optimized 14 character password consisting of letters, numbers and symbols. Passkeys do away with that because you never need to see them. Instead you are using existing biometrics like your face or fingerprints, digital patterns or PINs to access your accounts.
Passkeys are made up of two parts of a code that only makes sense when they're combined, kind of like a digital key and padlock. You keep half of the encrypted code, typically stored either in the cloud with a compatible password manager or on a physical security dongle. The other half is stored on the participating apps, services or accounts you want to access. 
When you want to log in to your Gmail account, for example, both parts of the code will then communicate directly with each other and give you entry.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Do they offer better security?
A passkey won't work with any website except the one it has been created for, eliminating the security risks associated with traditional passwords. 
That means bad actors carrying out phishing scams won't be able to trick you into entering your details into a copycat login page for your bank. And because passkeys use cryptographic security, they also can't brute force their way into your account by trying passwords exposed in previous data breaches or guessing them. 

    


Where can you use passkeys?
Some 20% of the world's top 100 websites now accept passkeys, said Andrew Shikiar, CEO of the FIDO Alliance, an industry group that developed the core authentication technology behind passkeys. 
Passkeys first came to the public's attention when Apple added the technology to iOS in 2022. They got more traction after Google started using them in 2023. Now, many other companies including PayPal, Amazon, Microsoft and eBay work with passkeys. There's a list on the FIDO Alliance website.
Still, some popular sites like Facebook and Netflix haven't started using them yet. 
Passkey technology is still in the "early adoption" phase but "it's just a matter of time for more and more sites to start offering this," Shikiar said. 
How to set up a passkey
I tried setting up passkeys for some of the major online services I use. It was fairly easy for some but confusing for others. Shikiar said his group is constantly working on ways to improve the user experience.
Google users can go to myaccount.google.com and under "How to sign in to Google", click Passkeys and security keys. Upon reaching the setup screen, I received a prompt to create a passkey while simultaneously my password manager's browser plug-in popped up offering to save it. I clicked to confirm and the setup work was all done automatically. 

    


So far, pretty easy. 
Then, I tried adding more Google passkeys to my Windows-based work laptop and a Yubico physical security key. This time, when I got to the Google setup screen, it asked for my existing passkey to confirm my identity. But then it somehow failed to authenticate through my password manager. 
I tried again using other verification methods, including my Google authenticator app that I already had on my iPhone, and it eventually succeeded.
Adding multiple passkeys to my Microsoft account -- one on my password manager, another on my Yubico key -- involved some head scratching over a few of the prompts, but I eventually figured it out. 
Setting up passkeys on LinkedIn and Amazon was much easier. And when I attempted to add a passkey to my WhatsApp account, I discovered I had, apparently, already created one months earlier when I activated the app lock feature requiring a fingerprint scan. 

    


Logging in
Once set up, it was a breeze to sign in to some of my accounts with just a click or two. But there was some friction with my PayPal account because its passkeys don't work on some browsers, like Firefox.
When I tried to log in with my Amazon passkey, it asked for a one-time verification code from my authenticator app, which confused me because I thought passkeys were supposed to eliminate the need for multi-factor authentication.
Shikiar said it depends on the site, but, in theory, the passkey already has enough protection built in. 
"When the primary factor's un-phishable, other factors aren't necessary," he said. 

    


What happens if I lose my passkey?
If you've lost the device containing your passkey, that doesn't necessarily mean it's gone. That's because the typical method to store passkeys on phones is a cloud-based password manager from Apple, Google, or third-party providers. So just log back into the password manager from another phone or computer. 
Passkeys stored on security dongles, on the other hand, aren't synced to the cloud so there's no way to recover them if they're lost. It'd be a good idea to get a second hardware key and keep it as a backup.
And don't forget you can always mix both cloud and hardware methods to keep multiple passkeys for extra redundancy. 
Should I add a passkeys to all my accounts?
Based on my experience, setting up a passkey can be easy, or tedious and bewildering, depending on the service and what other security technology you want to layer in.
So I wouldn't recommend doing all your accounts right away.
Instead, choose a few of your most important and frequently used services or accounts and focus on a proper setup for those.
What about my passwords?

In theory, you could delete your old passwords. Some services like Microsoft already offer this option. Shikiar says it should be a "personal preference," because "some people may feel extremely nervous" about going passwordless.
It's fine to keep your password but make sure there's also multi-factor authentication set up for it, he said.
___
Is there a tech challenge you need help figuring out? Write to us at [email protected] with your questions.
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            A teenage girl uses her phone to access social media in Sydney, Friday, Nov. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)
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            A teenage boy uses his phone in Sydney, Friday, Nov. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)
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            A school girl holds her phone while crossing a street in Sydney, Friday, Nov. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)
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                                        MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) -- Australia plans to require social media platforms to act to prevent online harms to users such as bullying, predatory behavior and algorithms pushing destructive content, the government said Thursday. 
"The Digital Duty of Care will place the onus on digital platforms to proactively keep Australians safe and better prevent online harms," Communications Minister Michelle Rowland said in a statement.
The proposed changes to the Online Safety Act were announced before the government next week introduces to Parliament world-first legislation that would ban children younger than 16 from platforms including X, Instagram, Facebook and TikTok.
Critics have argued that removing children from social media reduced incentives for platforms to provide safer online environments.
Social media has been blamed for an increase in children taking their own lives and developing eating disorders due to bulling and exposures to negative body images.

    


Rowland said making tech companies legally responsible for keeping Australians safe was an approach already adopted by Britain and the European Union.




Digital businesses would be required to take reasonable steps to prevent foreseeable harms on their platforms and services. The duty of care framework would be underpinned by risk assessment and risk mitigation, and informed by safety-by-design principles, the minister said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Legislating a duty of care would mean services can't "set and forget." Instead, their obligations would mean they need to continually identify and mitigate potential risks, as technology and service offerings change and evolve, she said.
The categories of harm in the legislation include harm to young people and mental well-being, promotion of harmful practices and illegal activity.
The government has not said when the duty of care legislation will be introduced to Parliament or outlined the punishment for breaches.

    


The Digital Industry Group Inc., an advocate for the digital industry in Australia better known as DIGI, welcomed government efforts to "future-proof" the Online Safety Act.
"DIGI's members together represent some of the safest sections of the Internet, and their work to keep people safe on their services never stops," DIGI managing director Sunita Bose said in a statement.
"While we wait for further details about this announcement, DIGI's members will continue to deliver safety-by-design on their services and work constructively with the government to keep Australians safe online," Bose added.
Swinburne University digital media expert Belinda Barnet described the duty of care as a "great idea."
"It's quite pioneering to expect that platforms that host Australian users would have a duty of care responsibility in terms of the content they show and the experiences they offer," Barnet said.

"It's making the platforms take responsibility and that just simply doesn't happen at the moment. There's an assumption that they're a neutral third party. They're not responsible for the impact of that content," Barnet added.
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                    Disney Cruise Line's newest ship, The Treasure, arrives at dawn Port Canaveral, Fla., Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (Joe Burbank/Orlando Sentinel via AP)
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                                        Disney's fourth-quarter adjusted profit beat Wall Street's expectations, bolstered by strong results from its streaming service and box office success with "Inside Out 2" and "Deadpool & Wolverine."
Disney earned $460 million, or 25 cents per share, for the period ended Sept. 28. A year earlier the Burbank, California-based company earned $264 million, or 14 cents per share.
Removing certain items, earnings were $1.14 per share. This topped the $1.09 per share that analysts surveyed by Zacks Investment Research were looking for. 
Shares jumped more than 9% before the market open on Thursday.
Revenue climbed 6% to $22.57 billion, but fell a bit short of Wall Street's estimate of $22.59 billion. 
Operating income for the entertainment segment, which includes its movie studio and parts of its television wing, more than quadrupled to $1.07 billion.

    


This was helped in part by a strong performance from its content/sales, licensing and other segment, which benefited from $316 million in operating income from "Inside Out 2" and "Deadpool & Wolverine."
The Walt Disney Co. said Thursday that its direct-to-consumer business, which includes Disney+ and Hulu, reported quarterly operating income of $253 million compared with an operating loss of $420 million a year earlier. Revenue rose 15% to $5.78 billion. 


The combined streaming businesses, which includes Disney+, Hulu and ESPN+, achieved profitability for the first time in the third quarter. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Disney+ saw a 2% increase in paid subscribers domestically, which includes the U.S. and Canada. It had a 5% rise internationally, which excludes Disney+ HotStar. 
Disney ended the quarter with 174 million Disney+ Core and Hulu subscriptions, and more than 120 million Disney+ Core paid subscribers, an increase of 4.4 million over the prior quarter. 
Disney said that its improved direct-to-consumer business results were due in part to subscription revenue growth thanks to increased in retail pricing and subscriber growth. Advertising revenue also increased and marketing costs at Disney+ declined.

    


"This was a pivotal and successful year for The Walt Disney Company, and thanks to the significant progress we've made, we have emerged from a period of considerable challenges and disruption well positioned for growth and optimistic about our future," CEO Bob Iger said in a statement.
Iger was confident about the future of Disney's streaming platform on the company's conference call, noting that whenever Disney has success with a movie, or there's expected success for a movie, like with "Inside Out 2" and "Deadpool & Wolverine," the viewership for previous films, like "Inside Out" and "Deadpool," spikes significantly on its streaming service. Iger anticipates this trend will continue in the future. 
Mike Proulx, Forrester vice president, research director, is also upbeat on Disney's streaming business.
"Disney's very strong quarter, once again, proves that content is what matters most," he said in an emailed statement. "With better-than-expected subscriber growth and improved profitability, Disney's streaming business seems to have turned the emerging media corner to cement itself as a maturing growth driver for the future of Disney's business." 

    


The Experiences division, which includes six global theme parks, its cruise line, merchandise and videogame licensing, reported operating income dropped 6% to $1.7 billion. While operating income improved at domestic parks and Experiences, it fell for international parks and Experiences. 
Disney previously forecast that its fourth-quarter Experiences operating income would fall by mid single digits compared with the prior-year period due to domestic parks moderation as well as cyclical softening in China and less people at Disneyland Paris due to the impact the Olympics had on normal consumer travel.
Looking ahead, Disney anticipates high-single digit adjusted earnings per share growth for fiscal 2025. The company predicts double digit earnings per share growth for fiscal 2026 and 2027.
Last month Disney said that it was tapping Morgan Stanley executive James Gorman to serve as its next chairman, beginning early next year. The entertainment giant also announced that it anticipates naming its new CEO in early 2026.

    


Gorman will become chairman on Jan. 2, 2025. He will succeed Mark Parker, who is leaving after serving on Disney's board for nine years.
Disney is searching for a new CEO to succeed Bob Iger. Iger came back to Disney in 2022 after a period of clashes, missteps and a weakening financial performance at the company under his chosen successor, Bob Chapek.
Gorman said in a statement in October that by naming Disney's next CEO in 2026, it "will allow ample time for a successful transition before the conclusion of Bob Iger's contract in December 2026."
Disney is continuing to review internal and external candidates for the CEO position.

    


In April shareholders rebuffed efforts by activist investor Nelson Peltz to claim seats on the company board, standing firmly behind Iger as he tries to energize the company after a rough stretch.
In June Disney asked a federal appellate court to dismiss its lawsuit against Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis after his appointees approved a deal with the company on how Walt Disney World will be developed over the next two decades, ending the last piece of conflict between the two sides.

As part of the 15-year deal, Disney agreed to invest $17 billion into Disney World over the next two decades and the district committed to making infrastructure improvement on the theme park resort's property. 
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            CORRECTS TO PRIME MINISTER, NOT PRESIDENT - FILE - Elon Musk, CEO of Tesla, right, presents Italy's Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni with an award during the Global Citizen Awards dinner, Monday, Sept. 23, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Michelle Farsi, File)
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            FILE - Sergio Mattarella, President of Italy, right, addresses journalists at the end of the Arraiolos Group meeting in Porto, Portugal, Oct. 6, 2023. (AP Photo/Miguel Angelo Pereira, File)
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            FILE - Tesla and SpaceX CEO Elon Musk listens as Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign event at the Butler Farm Show, Oct. 5, 2024, in Butler, Pa. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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            CORRECTS TO PRIME MINISTER, NOT PRESIDENT - FILE - Elon Musk, CEO of Tesla, right, presents Italy's Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni with an award during the Global Citizen Awards dinner, Monday, Sept. 23, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Michelle Farsi, File)
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            FILE - Sergio Mattarella, President of Italy, right, addresses journalists at the end of the Arraiolos Group meeting in Porto, Portugal, Oct. 6, 2023. (AP Photo/Miguel Angelo Pereira, File)
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            FILE - Tesla and SpaceX CEO Elon Musk listens as Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign event at the Butler Farm Show, Oct. 5, 2024, in Butler, Pa. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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                                        ROME (AP) -- Italian President Sergio Mattarella sharply rebuked Elon Musk on Wednesday for weighing in on Italian court rulings that have stymied the government's plans to process some asylum-seekers in Albania.
Musk, who is expected to have a top advisory role in Donald Trump's new administration, wrote Tuesday on X that "these judges need to go." He was referring to the latest Italian court ruling against right-wing Premier Giorgia Meloni's much-touted Albania immigration deal.
"This is unacceptable. Do the people of Italy live in a democracy or does an unelected autocracy make the decisions?" he wrote in a subsequent post Wednesday.
The posts concerned a Rome court's refusal to rule on a formal request to detain seven migrants rescued at sea and transferred to Albania for processing. Monday's ruling resulted in the men being brought to Italy for processing.

    


Mattarella didn't cite Musk by name but -- in an unusually piqued statement -- made clear on Wednesday that he was referring to him. Italy's head of state demanded respect for the country's sovereignty, especially from other soon-to-be public officials.




"Italy is a great democratic country and ... knows how to take care of itself while respecting its Constitution," Mattarella said in a statement issued by his spokesman. 
"Anyone, particularly if as announced is about to assume an important role of government in a friendly and allied country, must respect its sovereignty and cannot attribute to himself the task of imparting prescriptions," the statement said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Trump announced Tuesday that Musk, one of the most influential people around the U.S. president-elect, would help lead a Department of Government Efficiency, essentially an independent advisory panel to eliminate waste and fraud.
Musk is a supporter of Meloni and has met with her in Rome on a few occasions, and in September joined her at an awards ceremony on the sidelines of the U.N. General Assembly. Photos of them together made such news that Musk seemingly felt the need to tamp down speculation by posting "We are not dating."

    


Musk has a history of making provocative statements and sparring with leaders on X. Earlier this year, he posted messages insulting U.K. Prime Minister Keir Starmer and saying the United Kingdom was headed for civil war. He has also clashed with a Brazilian supreme court justice over free speech, far-right accounts and purported misinformation on X, and also accused Venezuela's socialist president, Nicolas Maduro, of "major election fraud" after that country's disputed election.
Later Wednesday, an Italian representative of X, Andrea Stroppa, tweeted what appeared to be a statement from Musk that said he had spoken during the day with Meloni. According to Stroppa's tweet, Musk "expresses his respect" for Mattarella and the Italian Constitution but insists on his right to freedom of expression.
The courts' rulings have raised the ire of Meloni's far-right-led government, which has been seeking strategies to ease the strain on Italy of the arrival of migrants seeking a better life in Europe. The government had held up the opening of the Albanian centers as a centerpiece of its immigration crackdown, also as a means of deterrence, and said they could be a model for Europe.

    


In both cases, Italian courts referred the cases to the EU court of justice in Luxembourg to rule if the countries of origin for the migrants are considered safe for repatriation. There is no word on when the European court might rule. 
But as a result of the Rome court decisions, no migrant has yet been processed in the Albanian centers, which are budgeted to cost Italy 670 million euros ($730 million) over five years to build and operate. 
Italy's opposition says the money could be much better spent on reinforcing Italian-operated migrant processing centers, while human rights groups say the outsourcing of asylum processing contravenes international law. 

The centers opened in October after a months-long delay, because crumbling soil at one of the facilities needed to be repaired. They are run by Italy and are under the country's jurisdiction, while Albanian guards provide external security.
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Bull doge! Dogecoin soars as Trump announces a government efficiency group nicknamed DOGE
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                    FILE - This mobile phone app screen shot shows the logo for Dogecoin, in New York, April 20, 2021. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)
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    Follow AP's coverage of the election and what happens next.


    


NEW YORK (AP) -- Wow, much bull market.
Dogecoin, the cryptocurrency whose mascot is a super-cute dog that muses things like "much wow," has been racing higher in value since Donald Trump won the presidential election last week. It got another bump after Trump named Tesla's Elon Musk as one of the heads of a new "Department of Government Efficiency," which is not a government agency but does have the acronym DOGE. 
All this makes sense and is maybe humorous for anyone who's chronically online. For others, here's some explanation about what's going on:
What is dogecoin?
It's a cryptocurrency, whose value rises and falls against the U.S. dollar based on however much people will pay for it. 
At first, it was seen as a joke. But over time, dogecoin has amassed a group of fans who have periodically sent its price soaring. Like other cryptocurrencies, supporters say it could be used to buy and sell things on the internet without having to worry about a central bank or government affecting how many are in circulation. 

    


How much has dogecoin climbed?
One dogecoin -- which is pronounced dohj-coin -- was worth less than 16 cents just before Election Day. It's since more than doubled to nearly 38 cents, as of Wednesday afternoon, according to CoinDesk. It briefly got above 43 cents earlier Wednesday. 




Why is it climbing so much?
Cryptocurrencies have generally been shooting higher since Trump's election. Bitcoin, which is the most famous digital currency, has set an all-time high above $93,000 after starting the year below $43,000. 
Excitement is racing because Trump has embraced crypto and said he wants the United States to be the "crypto capital of the planet" and create a bitcoin "strategic reserve." 

    


What does Elon Musk have to do with any of this?
Musk has become one of Trump's close allies. He's also been one of the most famous fans of dogecoin. In 2021, Musk played a character on "Saturday Night Live" who went by the nickname, the "Dogefather." 
In 2022, Musk made more headlines when he suggested Twitter should perhaps accept dogecoin as payment for subscriptions. 
It all came to a head Tuesday, when Trump announced the "Department of Government Efficiency," which will work from outside the government to offer the White House "advice and guidance" and will partner with the Office of Management and Budget to "drive large scale structural reform, and create an entrepreneurial approach to Government never seen before." 
It has the acronym DOGE, which is also the ticker symbol under which dogecoin trades. Musk will lead it, along with former GOP presidential candidate Vivek Ramaswamy.
This all sounds weird.
Dogecoin's history is interesting. 
In 2021, on April 20, dogecoin fans tried but failed to get its value above $1 on what they were calling "Doge Day." 

April 20 has long been an unofficial holiday for marijuana devotees, and Musk himself has referred to 420 several times in his career, including his tweet in 2018 saying he had secured funding to take Tesla private at a price of $420 per share.
Is the Shiba Inu whose picture is in the meme getting special treats because of all this? 
Sadly, no. The dog, whose real name was Kabosu, passed away in Japan earlier this year at 18 years old. Much rest, may she have. 
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Amazon launches an online discount storefront to better compete with Shein and Temu
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                    FILE - A sign in the lobby of Amazon offices is shown on Feb. 14, 2019 in New York. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan, File)
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                                        Amazon has launched a low-cost online storefront featuring electronics, apparel and other products priced at under $20, an effort to compete with discount retailers that have increasingly encroached on the e-commerce giant's turf. 
In a blog post on Wednesday, the company said the new Amazon Haul storefront will mostly feature products that cost less than $10 and offer free delivery on orders over $25. Amazon plans to ship the products to U.S. customers from a warehouse it operates in China, according to documentation the company provided to sellers. Amazon said Haul orders could arrive within one to two weeks. 
Many of the available products on the storefront Wednesday resembled the types of items typically found on Shein and Temu, the China-founded e-commerce platforms that have grown in popularity in recent years. 
Shein's core customers are young women enticed by the low-cost apparel sold on the site. Temu offers clothing, accessories, kitchen gadgets and a broad array of other products for bargain-hungry shoppers. 

    


Temu and Shein often get criticism over the environmental impact of the ultra-fast fashion business model the two companies follow. They have also faced scrutiny from lawmakers and regulators in the U.S. and abroad over other issues, including some of the products on their platforms. 




Amazon's new storefront, which is only available on its shopping app and mobile website, features unbranded products, such a phone case and a hairbrush that cost $2.99, and a sleeveless dress that retails for $14.99. The company is seeking to drive home its message on value, with banners on its page advertising "crazy low prices" and activewear "that won't stretch your budget." 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Finding great products at very low prices is important to customers, and we continue to explore ways that we can work with our selling partners so they can offer products at ultra-low prices," Dharmesh Mehta, Amazon's vice president of Worldwide Selling Partner Services, said in a statement. "It's early days for this experience, and we'll continue to listen to customers as we refine and expand it in the weeks and months to come." 

    


To be sure, importing goods out of China could soon become more expensive for Amazon. In September, the Biden administration said it was cracking down on cheap products sold out of China, a move designed to reduce U.S. dependence on Beijing but could also trigger higher prices for the U.S. consumers who have flocked to Shein and Temu. President-elect Donald Trump has also proposed a 60% tariff on goods from China. 
Amazon announced other news this week. 
The company said it was shutting down its free, ad-supported streaming service Freevee and consolidating the content under Prime Video, which now also features ads for Prime members who refuse to pay extra to avoid them. 
The Seattle-based tech company confirmed Wednesday that it will phase out Freevee in the coming weeks, a move that it says is intended to "deliver a simpler viewing experience for customers." All Freevee content that's currently streaming on Prime Video will be labeled "Watch for Free" so both Prime and non-Prime members can easily see what's available for free, the company said. 

"There will be no change to the content available for Prime members, and a vast offering of free streaming content will still be accessible for non-Prime members," an Amazon spokesperson said in a statement.
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                    FILE - The Supreme Court building is seen, June 28, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court on Wednesday seemed likely to keep alive a class-action lawsuit accusing Nvidia of misleading investors about its dependence on selling computer chips for the mining of volatile cryptocurrency.
The justices heard arguments in the tech company's appeal of a lower-court ruling allowing a 2018 suit led by a Swedish investment management firm to continue.
It's one of two high court cases involving class-action lawsuits against tech companies. Last week, the justices wrestled with whether to shut down a multibillion-dollar class action investors' lawsuit against Facebook parent Meta stemming from the privacy scandal involving the Cambridge Analytica political consulting firm.
On Wednesday, a majority of the court that included liberal and conservative justices appeared to reject the arguments advanced by Neal Katyal, the lawyer for Santa Clara, California-based Nvidia.

    


"It's less and less clear why we took this case and why you should win it," Justice Elena Kagan said.
The lawsuit followed a dip in the profitability of cryptocurrency, which caused Nvidia's revenues to fall short of projections and led to a 28% drop in the company's stock price.




In 2022, Nvidia paid a $5.5 million fine to settle charges by the Securities and Exchange Commission that it failed to disclose that cryptomining was a significant source of revenue growth from the sale of graphics processing units that were produced and marketed for gaming. The company did not admit to any wrongdoing as part of the settlement.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Nvidia has led the artificial intelligence sector to become one of the stock market's biggest companies, as tech giants continue to spend heavily on the company's chips and data centers needed to train and operate their AI systems.
That chipmaking dominance has cemented Nvidia's place as the poster child of the artificial intelligence boom -- what CEO Jensen Huang has dubbed "the next industrial revolution." Demand for generative AI products that can compose documents, make images and serve as personal assistants has fueled sales of Nvidia's specialized chips over the last year.

    


Nvidia is among the most valuable companies in the S&P 500, worth over $3 trillion. The company is set to report its third quarter earnings next week.
In the Supreme Court case, the company is arguing that the investors' lawsuit should be thrown out because it does not measure up to a 1995 law, the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act, that is intended to bar frivolous complaints.

A district court judge had dismissed the complaint before the federal appeals court in San Francisco ruled that it could go forward. The Biden administration is backing the investors.
A decision is expected by early summer. 
___
Associated Press writer Sarah Parvini in Los Angeles contributed to this report
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            Service employees offer "Dubai Chocolate" in a Lindt shop to customers during the sell of limited bars of the Chocolate, in Aachen, Germany, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Niemann)
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            People queue outside of a Lindt chocolate shop to buy limited bars 'Dubai Chocolate', in Aachen, Germany, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Niemann)
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            Service employees offer "Dubai Chocolate" in a Lindt shop to customers, during the sell of limited bars of the Chocolate in Aachen, Germany, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Niemann)
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            A bar of the limited 'Dubai Chocolate' lays on a table at a Lindt chocolate shop, in Aachen, Germany, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Niemann)
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            Student Esko Rieck poses with a bag containing a limited bar of 'Dubai Chocolate' after he bought it in the Lindt chocolate shop, in Aachen, Germany, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Niemann)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 6 | 
            People queue outside a Lindt chocolate shop to buy limited bars of 'Dubai Chocolate', in Aachen, Germany, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Niemann)
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            People queue outside of a Lindt chocolate shop to buy limited bars 'Dubai Chocolate', in Aachen, Germany, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Niemann)
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            Service employees offer "Dubai Chocolate" in a Lindt shop to customers, during the sell of limited bars of the Chocolate in Aachen, Germany, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Niemann)
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                                        AACHEN, Germany (AP) -- Hundreds of curious shoppers, some equipped with camping stools and rain gear, lined up for hours on a drizzly Thursday in the western German city of Aachen. They weren't waiting for the latest phone or luxury handbag release: they were after a taste of a new chocolate bar. 
Swiss chocolate giant Lindt has drawn the crowds with a new treat -- a confection known as "Dubai chocolate" that features a crunchy mixture of chocolate, pistachio cream and knafeh, a crispy filo dough that is better known for its use in baklava.
Lindt executives want to show the nearly 180-year-old Swiss chocolatier can mix it up with a product first concocted by an Emirati upstart and expand the boundaries of a centuries-old industry largely dominated by European companies.
"It's a hype, a trend on social media, with people waiting in long lines," said Zi Cheng Lai, 23, student from Malaysia, after exiting the Lindt store in Aachen on Thursday. "We want to try it out here and be part of it."

    


After crossing a rope line to enter the Lindt store, Lai and others were welcomed by staffers in white cooks' outfits and matching chef hats who held out sample squares of chocolate. They could then move on into the store to buy a single bar per person -- each bearing a unique number, to add a flavor of exclusivity.




The sweet treats were first introduced in 2021 by startup FIX Dessert Chocolatier in the United Arab Emirates. They have since grown in popularity, helped by influencers on Instagram and TikTok. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Lindt on Saturday began releasing a limited number of 1,000 of the novel chocolate bars in select shops in Germany. A similar campaign is set to start this weekend in Switzerland, after a reported outcry in the Alpine country that the Swiss were being left out.
ChocoSuisse, an industry association, is hopeful that the fusion of Middle Eastern treats and traditional chocolate will make chocolate more appealing to palates beyond Europe, the world's biggest chocolate market for many generations.

    


"It's a good thing if more people start to like chocolate and regularly eat chocolate -- it expands the market in places like Asia and the Middle East," said Roger Wehrli, the director of ChocoSuisse, which counts most of the Swiss industrial chocolate makers as members.
The patrons generally seemed satisfied at the Aachen shop, even at a relatively high price of 14.99 euros (about $15.85) per bar. Some said they just wanted to be part of the trend.

"It's juicy inside but also crunchy -- I think it's the strands of the angel hair," said 20-year-old student Esko Rieck, who raved about the treat's texture after waiting for more than three hours to get inside. "I'm here because I've never been at such a release event, and I wanted to experience the release of a limited edition."
Thai student Thanapon Kunlawatwimon, 26, got hold of bar number 429 out of the 1,000. "It's like, 'OK, I finally got it.' So I'm happy now."
___
Associated Press Writer Jamey Keaten in Geneva contributed to this report.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A simple, uncommon ritual starts each staff meeting at Myosin Marketing. When everyone is gathered on Zoom, and before they get to the meat of the agenda, CEO Sean Clayton leads his team through a deep-breathing exercise. 
The practice sets the tone for the meeting, and helps his employees, most of whom work remotely, to feel safe, grounded and willing to take creative risks, he said. 
"At first they thought it was really weird, like, 'What are we doing?'" Clayton said. "There were a lot of cameras off and I'm sure a lot of people were like, 'This is awkward.'" But after a couple of weeks, there was a shift. Employees of the Austin, Texas company were saying, 'This feels good,'" he said.
Deep breathing can be an effective way to reduce stress at work, studies show. But on the job, many people don't think about how they're inhaling and exhaling.

    


Desk workers sitting a computer tend to take shallow breaths as their shoulders creep up. Workers who spend the day on their feet in retail or health care may be too busy to focus on breathing. 
But there's good reason to remember to pause to take deep breaths. Chronic, unmanaged stress, which increases the risk of heart disease and stroke, can be as harmful to our health as secondhand smoke, according to the American Heart Association. Research suggests deep-breathing exercises can lower a person's blood pressure and reduce anxiety. 




Other benefits: deep breathing is free, can be done anywhere and doesn't require taking a half-hour to meditate. Spending just a minute or two breathing deeply can help calm racing thoughts, experts say.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


"It relaxes my mind. It makes my mind so full of ease," Lisa Marie Deleveaux, a marketing professional and mother of five, said. "It brings you back to the present moment."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Deleveaux was laid off several months ago and has struggled to find a new job. She wakes most mornings at 4 or 5 a.m., before the children, to do breathing exercises. One is a technique known as alternate nostril breathing, a yoga exercise that involves inhaling through one nostril and out through another, using a thumb or forefinger to hold one nostril closed at a time.

    


"If you set a priority for yourself ... you can make the time," Deleveaux said. 
Focusing on breathing for one to five minutes "can help you clear the slate and wipe all these things out of your mind...and allow you to get back to focusing on the one thing you want to accomplish," said cardiologist Glenn Levine, a professor at Baylor College of Medicine in Houston. "The best analogy is turning your computer off when you have 37 programs (open) and it freezes."
A good way to do deep breathing exercises is while sitting on a bench outside, Levine said. If that's not an option, doing it at a desk works.
"Either turn off your screen or just put something blank on the screen so people think you're still working," Levine said. "Instead of focusing on the screen or work, just focus on your breathing. If possible, close your eyes." 
There are other ways to fit in breathing exercises. To get ahead of anxiety before starting a day of cold calls, sales development representative Lindsay Carlisle does breathing exercises with her 7-year-old daughter during the drive to school. They breathe in for seven counts, hold their breath for five, breathe out for seven counts, and then repeat the cycle several times.

    


"Throughout that process, my shoulders start to drop on their own, and it really is calming," Carlisle, who lives in Flint, Michigan, said. "I'm not a yoga instructor. I don't know what I'm doing, but it works." 
Suze Yalof Schwartz was an overworked fashion editor when her mother-in-law taught her a three-minute meditation technique that she says changed her life. She gave up her fashion career and founded Unplug Meditation, a Santa Monica, California, company with a meditation studio, an app and programs for corporate clients. 
"When we slow down our breath, we send a signal to our brain that everything's OK, even when it's not," she said.

    


A 16-second breathing technique she's taught to firefighters, police officers, doctors and others is called the box breathing technique. You breathe in for four counts, hold for four, breathe out for four counts and hold for four. 
"It is the best thing that you can do at work before you have a meeting, before you send out an email that you wish you didn't send, before you have a difficult conversation, because it just calms you down, gets rid of your negative energy," Yalof Schwartz said.
Employers such as Coca-Cola, Mattel and Netflix have hired Unplug Meditation to teach breathing or meditation. 
It's not always easy for workers to find space for deep breathing exercises. For example, in retail jobs, workers often mix with customers. Yalof Schwartz recommends doing breathing exercises when ringing up a sale or folding clothes. You can also take a deep breath right before walking through a door.

    


Office workers can set a timer on their phones to remind themselves to breathe deeply. That's what Carlisle, the sales representative, does. She also keeps a Post-it note on her monitor that says "Breathe." 
"The anxiety is always going to be there," Carlisle said. "But at least I know I have one small tool. ... It sounds so simple and silly, but it works."
___

Share your stories and questions about workplace wellness at [email protected]. Follow AP's health and wellness coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.
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                    FILE - A chain of the Coach brand, owned by parent company Tapestry, is seen, May 3, 2019, at the Citadel Outlets in Commerce, Calif. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel, File)


                

            
        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Fashion company Tapestry on Thursday said it's terminating its proposed merger with Capri because the two luxury groups don't expect to overcome an antitrust challenge within an acceptable time frame.
The companies agreed to a $8.5 billion deal in August 2023 that would have united Capri, the maker of Versace, Jimmy Choo and Michael Kors shoes, handbags and accessories, with Tapestry, which produces the same products under the Coach, Kate Spade New York, and Stuart Weitzman brands. 
But the deal has faced numerous obstacles. 
In April, the Federal Trade Commission sued to block Tapestry's acquisition of Capri, saying the deal would eliminate direct competition between the companies' brands in the so-called affordable luxury handbag arena.
The FTC also alleged that the deal threatened to eliminate the incentive for the two companies to vie for employees and could depress wages and workplace benefits. The combined Tapestry and Capri would have employed roughly 33,000 people worldwide, the agency said.

    


Last month, a U.S. District judge halted the merger, saying it would reduce competition and hurt consumers.




Tapestry and Capri filed a notice to jointly appeal the decision, but Tapestry said Thursday the outcome of the legal process is "uncertain and unlikely to be resolved by the February 10, 2025 outside date."
Capri shares slid 4.6% in premarket trading. 

New York-based Tapestry called its first quarter "successful" and said it would accelerate growth in its organic business. The company said its board authorized a stock buyback plan of up to $2 billion. 
Tapestry shares added 6.3%. 
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            FILE - Denmark's King Frederik X, celebrating his 56th birthday, waves from the balcony of Frederik VIII's Palace, Amalienborg Castle in Copenhagen, Sunday, May 26, 2024. (Ida Marie Odgaard/Ritzau Scanpix via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            FILE - Crown Prince Frederik of Denmark meets business leaders at a conference in The Hague, Netherlands, Monday, June 20, 2022. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong, File)
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            FILE - Denmark's King Frederik X presents the King's Watch during the Anniversary Parade at the Royal Life Guards at the Life Guard Barracks in Copenhagen, Thursday, June 27, 2024. (Ida Marie Odgaard/Ritzau Scanpix via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Danish palace scraps system dating to the 1800s that grants royal labels for products

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            FILE - Denmark's King Frederik X, celebrating his 56th birthday, waves from the balcony of Frederik VIII's Palace, Amalienborg Castle in Copenhagen, Sunday, May 26, 2024. (Ida Marie Odgaard/Ritzau Scanpix via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 3

                                    
                                    FILE - Denmark's King Frederik X, celebrating his 56th birthday, waves from the balcony of Frederik VIII's Palace, Amalienborg Castle in Copenhagen, Sunday, May 26, 2024. (Ida Marie Odgaard/Ritzau Scanpix via AP, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            FILE - Crown Prince Frederik of Denmark meets business leaders at a conference in The Hague, Netherlands, Monday, June 20, 2022. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 3

                                    
                                    FILE - Crown Prince Frederik of Denmark meets business leaders at a conference in The Hague, Netherlands, Monday, June 20, 2022. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            FILE - Denmark's King Frederik X presents the King's Watch during the Anniversary Parade at the Royal Life Guards at the Life Guard Barracks in Copenhagen, Thursday, June 27, 2024. (Ida Marie Odgaard/Ritzau Scanpix via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 3

                                    
                                    FILE - Denmark's King Frederik X presents the King's Watch during the Anniversary Parade at the Royal Life Guards at the Life Guard Barracks in Copenhagen, Thursday, June 27, 2024. (Ida Marie Odgaard/Ritzau Scanpix via AP, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        COPENHAGEN, Denmark (AP) -- Denmark's royal court said Wednesday it will phase out a labeling system dating to the 1800s that grants companies the right to use the image of the Danish crown on their letterhead, packaging and labels. 
The five-year renewable designations, including "Holder of the Royal Warrant" and "By Appointment to the Royal Danish Court" and others, will be phased out by Dec. 31, 2029, the palace said in a statement. 
Currently, there are 104 Danish suppliers and five foreign companies who can use such designations and images of the Danish crown on their products.
"A system which implies that individual companies can claim special recognition from the Royal House of Denmark for a number of years is no longer in keeping with the times," the palace said in a statement.
The title was first granted to a company in 1840. Originally, such designations were given to companies or tradesmen who continually supplied goods or services to the royals. In recent years, however, several of the companies which supply goods or services to the royal household are not on the list of Royal Warrant holders. 

    


King Frederik took over Denmark's throne last January after his mother, Queen Margrethe II, then Europe's longest-serving monarch, became the first Danish monarch to voluntarily relinquish the throne in nearly 900 years. Margrethe had stunned the nation when she announced during her traditional New Year's Eve speech that she would step down for health reasons. 

The abdication has left Denmark with two queens: Margrethe keeps her title, while Frederik's wife becomes Queen Mary. Frederik and Mary's eldest son Christian, 18, is now the crown prince and heir to the throne.
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            A bell, center, that Olympic medalists rang at the Paris Games, is seen before being installed in Notre Dame Cathedral, ahead of the monument's grandiose reopening following a massive fire and five-year reconstruction effort, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- More than five years after the devastating fire ravaged Notre Dame, igniting nearly $1 billion in pledged donations within days, restoration chief Philippe Jost says EU140 million (around $148 million) still remains from the funds as the cathedral prepares to reopen next month. 
The surplus, sourced from both billionaire benefactors and countless small donors, will be used to support vital future preservation work on the 861-year-old Gothic monument.
Jost praised the generosity after the fire and the management of the restoration funds that were "entrusted to someone very attentive and professional," he told a news conference in Paris. 
He noted that these funds will be used "in agreement with the patrons and donors to carry out needed work campaigns," as Notre Dame faces continued demands for preservation and structural integrity. 

    


Jost also confirmed, in response to a question from The Associated Press, that the billionaire tycoons who pledged vast sums in the aftermath of the blaze have "fully fulfilled their financial commitments" and "honored their pledges made on the night of the fire or in the hours that followed."




This was not always certain.
In the hours and days following the fire on April 15, 2019, nearly $1 billion was pledged by some of France's wealthiest figures. Bernard Arnault, CEO of luxury conglomerate LVMH, committed EU200 million, matched by the Bettencourt Schueller Foundation of the L'Oreal family, while Francois Pinault, founder of Kering, and Total's CEO Patrick Pouyanne each promised EU100 million.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
For months, however, AP revealed that the billionaire donors held back on transferring funds, waiting on specific restoration plans and negotiations outlining how their contributions would be used. 
Early on, frustration mounted, as much of the initial cleanup and consolidation work -- including toxic lead dust removal and structural fortifications -- had to be covered by smaller donations, mainly collected by Notre Dame charitable foundations in the United States and France.

    


The dramatic pledges also sparked an international debate, with critics questioning whether the donors were motivated by desire for legacy more than by a commitment to preserving France's cultural heritage.

As the monument races to its Dec. 8 reopening, last week held a poignant moment for Paris. In a powerful prelude to Notre Dame's return, the northern belfry -- partially destroyed in the blaze -- saw its eight newly restored bells peal for the first time since 2019, their resonance carrying across the city.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/notre-dame-donations-restoration-7e5f17ed830dfa6f1bb3ad43aef37022



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Business
    
  




  
    
      
        
          	
            Lifestyle
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Health
          
        

      

      Business

      
        Men earn more than women in egalitarian Norway, report finds. But it's on par with Europe
      

      
        Flurry of contract deals come as railroads, unions see Trump's election looming over talks
      

      
        Federal judge denies request to block measure revoking Arkansas casino license
      

      
        A $1 billion proposal is the latest plan to refurbish and save the iconic Houston Astrodome
      

      
        GreenBox Systems will spend $144 million to build an automated warehouse in Georgia
      

      
        Massachusetts lawmakers to consider a soccer stadium for the New England Revolution
      

      
        Federal judge orders Oakland airport to stop using 'San Francisco' in name amid lawsuit
      

      
        
          	
            Lifestyle
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Health
          
        

      

    

  

  
    Men earn more than women in egalitarian Norway, report finds. But it's on par with Europe | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Men earn more than women in egalitarian Norway, report finds. But it's on par with Europe

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - The sun reflected in the windows of the skyline of the so called 'Barcode Project' neighborhood at dusk in Oslo, Norway, on Dec. 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)
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                                        OSLO, Norway (AP) -- The Norwegian equality minister said Thursday that she found it "completely unacceptable" that men on average earn 13% more than women as she reacted to a government report stressing that the pay gap in egalitarian Norway persists.
The conclusion of the report, which covers the period 2015-2022, was on par with the figures in the European Union of which Norway isn't a member. According to the European Commission, the gender pay gap in the 27-member EU stood at 12.7 % in 2021 and has only changed minimally over the last decade.
The report, which had been commissioned by the Norwegian Ministry of Culture and Equality and was published Thursday, said that since 2015, there has been little change in the wage differences between women and men performing the same work.
"I find it completely unacceptable that women and men who have the same job, the same experience and the same competence, end up with different salaries," Culture and Equality Minister Lubna Jaffery told Norwegian news agency NTB.

    


The report by the Institute for Social Research, concluded that women who work in the same sector, industry and profession, have the same length of education and experience and similar job size, earn 8% less than men. If women also have the same professional title and employer, they earn 6% less than men.




"An important explanation is that men and women work in different parts of the labor market with different wage levels," the 122-page Norwegian report said. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"We show how the wage gap varies across sectors, industries, education groups, occupations and labor market regions," it said. "We find that women on average have longer education than men, but within fields of study with lower wages. The gap between men and women with equally long education is therefore larger than between all men and women."
Norway, a country of 5.6 million, has often been described as at the forefront internationally in terms of gender equality and living standards. According to official Norwegian figures, about 70% of women participate in the workforce.


    


In October, the annual report from the U.S. Census Bureau said that in 2023, the gender wage gap between men and women working full-time widened year-over-year for the first time in 20 years. It said that women working full time earned 83 cents on the dollar compared to men in 2023, down from a historic high of 84 cents in 2022.
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                    FILE - A worker boards a locomotive at a BNSF rail yard, Sept. 14, 2022, in Kansas City, Kan. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)
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                                        OMAHA, Neb. (AP) -- The flurry of contract agreements announced early this fall -- including two more Wednesday -- offer evidence that major railroads and their unions are working to avoid the standoffs that led them to a brink of a national strike two years ago.
Both sides are also now keenly aware that President-elect Donald Trump -- who has a track record of supporting big businesses -- would be the one ultimately appointing the people who would help resolve the contract dispute this time if they can't work something out themselves. 
"I think overall it may lead the unions and employers to want to bargain more intensively and come to agreements sooner," said Todd Vachon, who teaches in the Rutgers School of Management and Labor Relations.
But it still won't be easy to satisfy all the workers who remain concerned about the widespread job cuts and have seen much bigger raises in other labor disputes.

    


Current contracts don't expire until July but the National Carriers Conference Committee group that negotiates on behalf of the railroads said in its statement at the start of the talks on Nov. 1 that it was hoping for an early resolution. And just Wednesday, the railroads announced two new tentative agreements with the Transportation Communications Union and the Brotherhood of Railway Carmen.




The railroads play such a crucial role in the economy that the president and Congress have the power to intervene because so many businesses rely on them to deliver their raw materials and finished goods. The Railway Labor Act that governs railroad contract talks dictates that if the two sides can't reach an agreement, the dispute could wind up in the hands of a special board of arbitrators the president appoints that would hear from both sides and recommend a deal. That happened in 2022 -- though the industry still reached the brink of a strike.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The two unions that inked deals Wednesday and several others among the 12 rail unions had already reached some agreements with CSX, Norfolk Southern and BNSF railroads even before the formal talks began between the unions and a coalition of railroads that includes Norfolk Southern, BNSF and Canadian National. The other major railroads -- CSX, Union Pacific and CPKC -- have decided to bargain individually with their unions.

    


"I think we all saw the perils of going through that again," Norfolk Southern CEO Mark George said about the yearslong battle the industry engaged in last time that created "a lot of anxiety and uncertainty in the labor force."
The industry has also made strides over the past two years toward addressing some of the quality-of-life concerns that nearly led to a strike in 2022 before Congress and President Joe Biden intervened. In the two years since the nation's freight railroads nearly ground to a halt, the industry has offered paid sick time to 90% of them -- at the urging of the Biden administration and other officials -- and most railroads have promised to improve the unpredictable schedules of train crews who were generally on call 24-7 without any idea when their next day off might come.

    


As a result, the relationships between the major freight railroads and the dozen different unions that represent their workers have generally improved, though they remain strained at times. 
The president of the largest rail union that represents conductors -- SMART-TD -- Jeremy Ferguson said, "We've come a long way in two years." But many workers still feel overworked and underappreciated by the railroads after the job cuts made in the name of efficiency in recent years.
CSX's CEO Joe Hinrichs, who has led the industry with the first sick-time deals and other efforts to show employees they are appreciated, said he's optimistic about the prospects for deals.
"We're in a dramatically different place than we were two years ago, that's for sure," Hinrichs said. "I think what's gotten us there is just everyone stepping back at CSX and at the unions and saying, OK, no one was satisfied what happened last time. What are we going to do differently this time?"

    


A bunch of those early deals were ratified this fall, not long after the first ones were announced in the midst of the labor dispute that brought Canadian National and CPKC railroads to a halt for a few days in Canada. But more recently, deals that offer 18.8% raises and improved vacation and health benefits over five years have been getting voted down after workers at Boeing and the East Coast ports secured deals with much larger raises following their strikes.
Josh Hartford with the Machinist Union's District 19 rail division said that with a deal with CSX already out for a vote when the longshoreman secured their big raises, there wasn't enough time to explain why this contract -- coming on the heels of the 24% raises rail workers received in their last contract -- might be considered a good deal. The port workers had gone longer without a new deal before this one that includes 62% raises.

    


But Hartford said "the morale is still poor" on most railroads after all the cuts and there is a strong feeling among some workers that maybe they could get more if they fight longer, so the Machinists rejected that deal. Conductors have also voted down all but one small deal on part of BNSF they have considered so far, and the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers and Trainmen union has been unwilling to sign onto any of these early deals. Plus, the third largest union that represents track workers split on the deals it voted on so far.
So getting all the unions to agree won't be easy. Consider that BLET is locked into a lawsuit with Union Pacific trying to get that railroad to deliver the schedule improvements it promised, and SMART-TD is headed into arbitration on scheduling issues at UP and crew size details at BNSF.
BLET union president Eddie Hall said his organization that represents engineers "wasn't going to rush into deals that didn't deliver."
"Some of the deals that were reached early by other unions were hurried and failed to meet the needs of those railroaders who operate trains," said Hall, who cited concerns about the expanding use of remote-control trains, the ever-increasing length of trains and the impact of all the job cuts.
But the pressure will be on the unions to settle because the Biden administration won't be there anymore to lean on the railroads, said Virginia Commonwealth University professor Victor Chen, who studies labor issues as a sociologist.

"I expect the Trump 2.0 administration will continue with its earlier playbook of blocking unions at every turn. In negotiations, the unions will need to keep in the back of their minds that the White House will no longer step up for them the way that Biden did," Chen said.
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                                        LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (AP) -- A federal judge has denied an effort to temporarily block enforcement of a constitutional amendment Arkansas voters approved last week that revokes the state's license for a planned casino.
Judge D. Price Marshall Jr. on Tuesday night denied Cherokee Nation Entertainment's request for a temporary restraining order against the amendment, which took effect Wednesday. The amendment revokes the license the state issued to Cherokee Nation Entertainment for a Pope County casino.
Cherokee Nation Entertainment had filed a lawsuit in federal court claiming the measure approved by voters on Nov. 5 violates its constitutional rights.
"We look forward to presenting the merits of our case to the court as the legal process moves forward," Allison Burum, spokesperson for Cherokee Nation Businesses, said in a statement. 
Attorney General Tim Griffin said he appreciated the ruling and "will continue to vigorously defend" the state in the case.

    


Pope County was one of four sites where casinos were allowed to be built under a constitutional amendment that voters approved in 2018. Casinos have already been set up in the other three locations.




The lawsuit is part of a costly fight between the Cherokee Nation and the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma, which had spent at least $30 million combined on the campaign over the ballot measure. The state Supreme Court last month rejected a lawsuit by the Cherokee Nation that sought to disqualify the measure from the ballot. The Choctaw Nation operates a casino near the Arkansas border.


    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"As Issue 2 took full effect today as Amendment 104, we trust in the validity of Amendment 104, and in the judicial process for a fair outcome for the voters of Arkansas," Local Voters in Charge, the group that campaigned for the casino measure, said in a statement. 
Marshall said he will set a date for a trial on the case over the measure's constitutionality in a later order.
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            This artist rendering provided by Gensler Architects, shows some of the proposed mixed use spaces for renovations of the now dormant Astrodome unveiled during a press conference put on by the Astrodome Conservancy, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston. (Gensler Architects via AP)
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            A view looking west of NRG Stadium, left, home to the Houston Texans NFL team, and the now dormant Astrodome, right, in the area now know as NRG Park Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston. The Astrodome Conservancy, a group dedicated to preserving the structure, has proposed a multi-use renovation for the once legendary building. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)
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            This artist rendering provided by Gensler Architects, shows some of the proposed mixed use spaces for renovations of the now dormant Astrodome unveiled during a press conference put on by the Astrodome Conservancy, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston. (Gensler Architects via AP)
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            4 of 19 | 
            Phoebe Tudor, left, chairman of the Astrodome Conservancy, speaks as executive director Beth Wiedower Jackson, right, listens during a press conference about proposed renovations for the now dormant Astrodome, held at The Ion Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)
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            In this artist rendering provided by the Astrodome Conservancy, shows some of the proposed mixed use spaces, supplied by Gensler Architects, for renovations of the now dormant Astrodome unveiled during a press conference put on by the Astrodome Conservancy held at The Ion Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston. (Astrodome Conservancy via AP)
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            An area for tailgating during Houston Texans NFL games now played at the adjacent NRG Stadium, on the south side of the now dormant Astrodome Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston. The Astrodome Conservancy, a group dedicated to preserving the structure, has proposed a multi-use renovation for the once legendary building. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)
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            7 of 19 | 
            Jerry Alexander, left, and Kristopher Stuart, right, both principals with Gensler Architects, speak as they present artists renderings of proposed renovations for the now dormant Astrodome during a press conference put on by the Astrodome Conservancy held at The Ion Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)
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            This artist rendering provided by Gensler Architects, shows some of the proposed mixed use spaces for renovations of the now dormant Astrodome unveiled during a press conference put on by the Astrodome Conservancy, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston. (Gensler Architects via AP)
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            Jerry Alexander, left, and Kristopher Stuart, right, both principals with Gensler Architects, speak as they present artists renderings of proposed renovations for the now dormant Astrodome during a press conference held by the Astrodome Conservancy at The Ion, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)
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            This artist rendering provided by Gensler Architects, shows some of the proposed mixed use spaces for renovations of the now dormant Astrodome unveiled during a press conference put on by the Astrodome Conservancy, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston. (Gensler Architects via AP)
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            This artist rendering provided by Gensler Architects, shows some of the proposed mixed use spaces for renovations of the now dormant Astrodome unveiled during a press conference put on by the Astrodome Conservancy, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston. (Gensler Architects via AP)
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            12 of 19 | 
            Beth Wiedower Jackson, executive director of the Astrodome Conservancy, speaks during a press conference put on by the group and held at The Ion Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston. The Astrodome Conservancy, a group dedicated to preserving the structure, has proposed a multi-use renovation for the once legendary building. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)
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            13 of 19 | 
            Beth Wiedower Jackson, right, executive director of the Astrodome Conservancy, speaks as Jerry Alexander, left, and Kristopher Stuart, center, both with the Gensler Architects, listen during a press conference put on by the group and held at The Ion ,Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston. The Astrodome Conservancy, a group dedicated to preserving the structure, has proposed a multi-use renovation for the once legendary building. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)
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            FILE- The San Diego Padres, left, and the Houston Astros, right, line up for the playing of the National Anthem before the first game of the National League division playoffs in the Houston Astrodome, Sept. 29, 1998. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip, File)
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            FILE - The Reliant Park/Astrodome/Reliant Stadium complex as seen from the air, Jan. 19, 2004, in Houston. (Karl Stolleis/Houston Chronicle via AP, File)
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            FILE - The floor of Houston's Astrodome is covered with cots and evacuees from hurricane ravaged New Orleans, Sept. 2, 2005. (AP Photo/Pat Sullivan, File)
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            A trashcan sits on the sidewalk outside of the now dormant Astrodome, part of NRG Park, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston. The Astrodome Conservancy, a group dedicated to preserving the structure, has proposed a multi-use renovation for the once legendary building. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)
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            Dr. Douglas Brinkley, a history professor at Rice University, speaks about the legacy of the Astrodome during a press conference held by the Astrodome Conservancy at The Ion, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston, about proposed renovations for the now dormant Astrodome. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)
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            This artist rendering provided by Gensler Architects, shows some of the proposed mixed use spaces for renovations of the now dormant Astrodome unveiled during a press conference put on by the Astrodome Conservancy, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston. (Gensler Architects via AP)
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            This artist rendering provided by Gensler Architects, shows some of the proposed mixed use spaces for renovations of the now dormant Astrodome unveiled during a press conference put on by the Astrodome Conservancy, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston. (Gensler Architects via AP)
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                                    This artist rendering provided by Gensler Architects, shows some of the proposed mixed use spaces for renovations of the now dormant Astrodome unveiled during a press conference put on by the Astrodome Conservancy, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston. (Gensler Architects via AP)
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            A view looking west of NRG Stadium, left, home to the Houston Texans NFL team, and the now dormant Astrodome, right, in the area now know as NRG Park Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston. The Astrodome Conservancy, a group dedicated to preserving the structure, has proposed a multi-use renovation for the once legendary building. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)
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            This artist rendering provided by Gensler Architects, shows some of the proposed mixed use spaces for renovations of the now dormant Astrodome unveiled during a press conference put on by the Astrodome Conservancy, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston. (Gensler Architects via AP)
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                                    This artist rendering provided by Gensler Architects, shows some of the proposed mixed use spaces for renovations of the now dormant Astrodome unveiled during a press conference put on by the Astrodome Conservancy, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston. (Gensler Architects via AP)
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            Phoebe Tudor, left, chairman of the Astrodome Conservancy, speaks as executive director Beth Wiedower Jackson, right, listens during a press conference about proposed renovations for the now dormant Astrodome, held at The Ion Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)
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            In this artist rendering provided by the Astrodome Conservancy, shows some of the proposed mixed use spaces, supplied by Gensler Architects, for renovations of the now dormant Astrodome unveiled during a press conference put on by the Astrodome Conservancy held at The Ion Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston. (Astrodome Conservancy via AP)
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                                    In this artist rendering provided by the Astrodome Conservancy, shows some of the proposed mixed use spaces, supplied by Gensler Architects, for renovations of the now dormant Astrodome unveiled during a press conference put on by the Astrodome Conservancy held at The Ion Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston. (Astrodome Conservancy via AP)
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            An area for tailgating during Houston Texans NFL games now played at the adjacent NRG Stadium, on the south side of the now dormant Astrodome Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston. The Astrodome Conservancy, a group dedicated to preserving the structure, has proposed a multi-use renovation for the once legendary building. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)
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            Jerry Alexander, left, and Kristopher Stuart, right, both principals with Gensler Architects, speak as they present artists renderings of proposed renovations for the now dormant Astrodome during a press conference put on by the Astrodome Conservancy held at The Ion Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)
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            This artist rendering provided by Gensler Architects, shows some of the proposed mixed use spaces for renovations of the now dormant Astrodome unveiled during a press conference put on by the Astrodome Conservancy, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston. (Gensler Architects via AP)
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                                    This artist rendering provided by Gensler Architects, shows some of the proposed mixed use spaces for renovations of the now dormant Astrodome unveiled during a press conference put on by the Astrodome Conservancy, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston. (Gensler Architects via AP)
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            Jerry Alexander, left, and Kristopher Stuart, right, both principals with Gensler Architects, speak as they present artists renderings of proposed renovations for the now dormant Astrodome during a press conference held by the Astrodome Conservancy at The Ion, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)
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            This artist rendering provided by Gensler Architects, shows some of the proposed mixed use spaces for renovations of the now dormant Astrodome unveiled during a press conference put on by the Astrodome Conservancy, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston. (Gensler Architects via AP)
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            This artist rendering provided by Gensler Architects, shows some of the proposed mixed use spaces for renovations of the now dormant Astrodome unveiled during a press conference put on by the Astrodome Conservancy, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston. (Gensler Architects via AP)
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                                    This artist rendering provided by Gensler Architects, shows some of the proposed mixed use spaces for renovations of the now dormant Astrodome unveiled during a press conference put on by the Astrodome Conservancy, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston. (Gensler Architects via AP)
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            Beth Wiedower Jackson, executive director of the Astrodome Conservancy, speaks during a press conference put on by the group and held at The Ion Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston. The Astrodome Conservancy, a group dedicated to preserving the structure, has proposed a multi-use renovation for the once legendary building. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)
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            Beth Wiedower Jackson, right, executive director of the Astrodome Conservancy, speaks as Jerry Alexander, left, and Kristopher Stuart, center, both with the Gensler Architects, listen during a press conference put on by the group and held at The Ion ,Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston. The Astrodome Conservancy, a group dedicated to preserving the structure, has proposed a multi-use renovation for the once legendary building. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)
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            FILE- The San Diego Padres, left, and the Houston Astros, right, line up for the playing of the National Anthem before the first game of the National League division playoffs in the Houston Astrodome, Sept. 29, 1998. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    14 of 19

                                    
                                    FILE- The San Diego Padres, left, and the Houston Astros, right, line up for the playing of the National Anthem before the first game of the National League division playoffs in the Houston Astrodome, Sept. 29, 1998. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            15 of 19 | 
            FILE - The Reliant Park/Astrodome/Reliant Stadium complex as seen from the air, Jan. 19, 2004, in Houston. (Karl Stolleis/Houston Chronicle via AP, File)
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            FILE - The floor of Houston's Astrodome is covered with cots and evacuees from hurricane ravaged New Orleans, Sept. 2, 2005. (AP Photo/Pat Sullivan, File)
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            A trashcan sits on the sidewalk outside of the now dormant Astrodome, part of NRG Park, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston. The Astrodome Conservancy, a group dedicated to preserving the structure, has proposed a multi-use renovation for the once legendary building. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)
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            Dr. Douglas Brinkley, a history professor at Rice University, speaks about the legacy of the Astrodome during a press conference held by the Astrodome Conservancy at The Ion, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston, about proposed renovations for the now dormant Astrodome. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)
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            This artist rendering provided by Gensler Architects, shows some of the proposed mixed use spaces for renovations of the now dormant Astrodome unveiled during a press conference put on by the Astrodome Conservancy, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Houston. (Gensler Architects via AP)
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                                        HOUSTON (AP) -- The Houston Astrodome has been in limbo, waiting for its chance at a second life since being shuttered more than 15 years ago.
It was a technological marvel when it opened in 1965. But its heyday has long passed and it hasn't been home to a sports team since the Astros left in 1999 and it was closed to all events a decade later.
Over the years, ideas for its redevelopment and rebirth have been plentiful, everything from turning it into an indoor water park to flooding its sunken floor in order to reenact naval battle scenes. But none of these plans garnered enough public support or financing. 
The latest proposal to refurbish the Astrodome was unveiled on Wednesday by a nonprofit focused on saving the beloved domed stadium. The group, the Astrodome Conservancy, proposes redeveloping the inside of the structure to create new areas for restaurants, retail, office and cultural spaces. But like the others before it, this plan could face a similar fate, with a $1 billion price tag and an initial lack of support from local entities that would need to give their OK for the project to go forward.

    


Beth Wiedower Jackson, the conservancy's executive director, said that unlike previous proposals, her organization believes theirs is backed by data and would be economically viable in part because there would be enough private investment to support it.


"This is a big, big, bold vision. And those previous plans, even admitted by Harris County officials, were a first step towards a future Astrodome. And this is the full swing of the bat. And this gives people something to be excited about," Jackson said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The plan, Vision: Astrodome, proposes the construction of four state-of-the-art buildings inside the stadium that would offer spaces for restaurants, stores and offices. Similar spaces for shopping and eating would also be located around the Astrodome and connected to other facilities around the stadium. The Astrodome is at NRG Park, a 350-acre complex that includes NRG Stadium, located right next to the Astrodome and home to the NFL's Houston Texans, as well as an arena and exhibition halls.

    


"The Astrodome is ready now for its next chapter, redevelopment," said Phoebe Tudor, the conservancy's chairman. "It is time for all of us in Houston to come together and do something hard, working together to repurpose the Astrodome."
Nicknamed "the Eighth Wonder of the World," the Astrodome ushered in a change in how people attended sporting events. It also hosted various cultural events, including concerts by Elvis and Tejano music star Selena as well as the "Battle of the Sexes" tennis match between Bobby Riggs and Billie Jean King in 1973.
Some people have called for its demolition. But a 2017 designation by the Texas Historical Commission as a state antiquities landmark essentially protects it from wholesale destruction. The stadium also maintains a strong foothold in the memories of many people both in and outside of Houston.
Rafi Kohan, whose 2017 book "The Arena" explores the place sports stadiums hold in American culture, said the Astrodome's construction came at a time of incredible technological innovation in the United States, and it helped transform Houston from what some saw as a "backwoods cow town" into a leader in technology. Houston became the home of the space program with the opening of Johnson Space Center in 1964.

    


"There was and continues to be a lot of civic pride around the Astrodome, what it represented, the sort of space age feat, you know, in stadium form," Kohan said.
Douglas Brinkley, a historian and professor at Houston's Rice University, said the Astrodome has tremendous historical relevance and is worth saving. 
"It's been our fault that we've neglected it or not invested in it. But a turnaround is upon us right now. We're going to get this done," Brinkley said. 
But whether there continues to be enough support in Houston to refurbish and save the Astrodome remains to be seen. It costs between $100,000 and $200,000 a year to maintain the stadium. 

    


The Astrodome is owned by Harris County and managed by the Harris County Sports & Convention Corporation.
The office of Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo, the county's top elected official, declined to comment on the conservancy's proposal.
James Dixon, the sports and convention corporation's chairman, said in a statement that he respects the conservancy's efforts but "over the last few years, we have seen several concepts that, while thought-provoking, haven't resulted in viable funding and maintenance solutions."
Dixon said his organization and the county are working with other stakeholders on a plan for the future of NRG Park and "the solution for the Astrodome must be decided within that context."
One of those stakeholders, the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo, which holds its annual event at NRG Park and would have a say on what to do with the Astrodome, was not on board with the conservancy's proposal.

"The proposed plan by the Astrodome Conservancy does not align with the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo's strategic vision and operational requirements," Chris Boleman, the group's president and CEO, said in a statement.
___
Follow Juan A. Lozano on X at https://x.com/juanlozano70
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                                        JACKSON, Ga. (AP) -- An automated warehouse company announced Wednesday that it will invest $144 million to build a facility in Georgia
GreenBox Systems said it would hire 300 people to work at the warehouse that it plans to open in late 2025 near Jackson, about 35 miles (60 kilometers) southeast of Atlanta.
GreenBox is a joint venture between Japan's SoftBank Group Corp. and Massachusetts-based Symbotic. GreenBox uses Symbotic's automation technology, including vision-enabled robots and artificial intelligence to create warehouses that rely less on humans to sort, pack and ship goods. This is the second GreenBox warehouse, with the first being built in California.
Automating a warehouse is expensive, and the idea behind GreenBox is that customers will pay a recurring fee to house their goods at a GreenBox warehouse and use the technology. The company aims to serve multiple customers from its Butts County location, GreenBox spokesperson Kristin Schwarz wrote in an email Wednesday.

    


The warehouse is planned to be built as part of a larger industrial park off Interstate 75. Massive warehouses have proliferated along the interstate corridors that radiate from Atlanta, sometimes causing conflicts with local residents in part because of the long lines of trucks they rely on. The GreenBox location was selected for its proximity to Atlanta and the port in Savannah, Georgia, Schwarz said.

The state will pay to train GreenBox's workers, and the company could qualify for $4.5 million in state income tax credits, at $3,000 per job over five years, as long as workers earn at least $35,600 a year. Butts County could also grant property tax breaks on GreenBox's equipment and property. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/greenbox-automation-ai-warehouse-georgia-014036ea4dd262c694d387d35bf320b6



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Massachusetts pitches soccer stadium for New England Revolution | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Massachusetts lawmakers to consider a soccer stadium for the New England Revolution

    Massachusetts lawmakers to consider a soccer stadium for the New England Revolution

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            FILE - New England Revolution fans celebrate after their team's win over CF Montreal in an MLS soccer match Saturday, April 8, 2023, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Mark Stockwell, File0
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            FILE - New England Revolution fan Max Steele, 12, left, guards the net as his friend, Leo Riorentini, 8, kicks the ball in the parking lot of Gillette Stadium before an MLS soccer match against Toronto FC, Sunday, March 3, 2024, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Mark Stockwell, File)
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                                        BOSTON (AP) -- Massachusetts lawmakers are planning to vote this week on a bill that would clear the way for the construction of a new soccer stadium for the New England Revolution in Everett, within sight of Boston and across the street from a casino and hotel complex.
The 43-acre (17-hectare) site is currently the location of the now defunct Mystic Generating Station along the Mystic River.
The team has been sharing Gillette Stadium in Foxborough, about 30 miles (50 kilometers) south of Boston, with the New England Patriots. Both teams are owned by Robert Kraft, CEO of the Kraft Group, which has been searching for space closer to Boston to build the stadium.
A representative for the Revolution declined to comment until after lawmakers vote. 
Massachusetts Senate President Karen Spilka said Wednesday that the stadium deal was part of negotiations between the state House and Senate on a larger $4 billion economic development bill. The bill prohibits the use of public dollars for construction of the stadium.

    


The project has several upsides including helping clean up a toxic waste site, opening up the coastline for more recreation, creating jobs for building and maintaining the stadium and helping boost tourism, according to Spilka.




"Sports is really big in Massachusetts," she said.
Officials in Everett, including Mayor Carlo DeMaria, have backed the proposal as a way to help boost the economy of the city of about 50,000.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Boston Mayor Michelle Wu has remained skeptical of the project, saying she's concerned about how traffic to and from the stadium may clog city streets in the nearby Boston neighborhood of Charlestown.
Spilka said part of the language in the agreement focuses on helping address the traffic issues near the new stadium and the existing Encore Boston Harbor casino, which opened in 2019.
As part of the deal, the site would no longer be considered a "designated port area" -- a designation where only industrial uses are allowed. 

    


House and Senate leaders are expected to call members back into the Statehouse to pass the bill.
While the deal bars the use of public money for construction of the stadium, it does allows for public funds to be used for infrastructure work related to the project provided there are matching private funds.
The bill also would pump money into key economic areas primed for additional growth in Massachusetts, including the life sciences, climate-tech and artificial intelligence sectors, lawmakers said.

The bill would also rename the Boston Convention & Exhibition Center after former Boston Mayor Thomas Menino and set aside up to $7 million in tax credits for live theatrical productions, similar to those for the film industry.
Among the ideas that failed to make it into the final bill was a proposal to end the state's ban on "happy hour" discounts on drinks.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/revolution-new-soccer-stadium-everett-boston-6f39908af9a19c367aabaea087428406



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Federal judge orders Oakland airport to stop using 'San Francisco' in name amid lawsuit | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Federal judge orders Oakland airport to stop using 'San Francisco' in name amid lawsuit

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Travelers prepare to enter Oakland International airport Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2013, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Ben Margot, File)
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- A federal judge ordered the Port of Oakland to stop using San Francisco Bay Oakland International Airport as its airport's new name while a lawsuit by the city of San Francisco is ongoing.
San Francisco sued in April over what it says is a trademark violation and asked a federal judge to issue a preliminary injunction, arguing that the airport's new name is confusing people who want to fly to the San Francisco International Airport and violates copyright infringement.
U.S. Magistrate Judge Thomas Hixson on Tuesday issued an order agreeing with the copyright violation argument, saying San Francisco spent millions to develop its brand. The judge also ordered Oakland's airport to remove any signs with the new name. 
Port of Oakland spokesperson Robert Bernardo said officials were reviewing the ruling and considering their options, including appealing it. 

    


The Board of Commissioners for the Port of Oakland in May finalized the approval to change the Oakland International Airport's name over the objections of San Francisco officials who said the name would cause confusion and affect SFO financially.




Oakland airport officials have said travelers unfamiliar with the region fly into San Francisco's airport even if their destination is closer to the Oakland airport across the San Francisco Bay. Modifying the name to San Francisco Bay Oakland International Airport will change that, they say. The airport's three-letter code OAK would not change.


    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"We are standing up for Oakland and the East Bay," Port Commission President Barbara Leslie said in a statement after the vote. "This name will make it clear that OAK is the closest major airport, for 4.1 million people, three national laboratories, the top public university in the country, and California's Wine Country.
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                    FILE - Signage hangs outside a restroom at 21c Museum Hotel in Durham, N.C., May 12, 2016. (AP Photo/Gerry Broome, File)


                

            
        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            JULIE CARR SMYTH

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) -- The Ohio Senate on Wednesday approved a ban on transgender students using bathrooms that fit their gender identities and sent the measure to Republican Gov. Mike DeWine.
The Republican-backed bill applies to public K-12 schools and institutions of higher education. It requires the schools to designate separate bathrooms, locker rooms and overnight accommodations "for the exclusive use" of either males and females, based on one's gender assigned at or near birth, in both school buildings and facilities used for a school-sponsored event. 
The legislation would not apply to school employees, emergencies or people helping young children or those with disabilities, and schools would still be able to provide single-use and family bathroom facilities.
State Sen. Jerry Cirino, a Kirtland Republican, said the bill "is about safety and security." 

    


The ACLU of Ohio urged the governor not to sign the measure, which it condemned as a violation of the right of privacy of LGBTQ+ Ohioans that will make them less safe.
"If allowed to go into effect, SB 104 will create unsafe environments for trans and gender non-conforming individuals of all ages," Jocelyn Rosnick, the group's policy director, said in a statement. "This bill ignores the material reality that transgender people endure higher rates of sexual violence and assaults, particularly while using public restrooms, than people who are not transgender."




The Center for Christian Virtue commended legislators for passing the bill and called on DeWine to sign it. The governor has said he's inclined to sign the bill, but will conduct a legal review first. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Today is a huge victory for children and families in Ohio," CCV Policy Director David Mahan said in a statement. "Amended SB104 is common-sense legislation that will guarantee the only people entering young ladies' private spaces are female, not men claiming to be female."

    


At least 11 states have adopted laws barring transgender girls and women from girls' and women's bathrooms at public schools, and in some cases other government facilities. 
The laws are in effect in Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Tennessee and Utah. A judge's order putting enforcement on hold is in place in Idaho.
Ohio House Republicans attached the measure to a proposal regarding Ohio's college credit program for high school students before passing it in June, much to the chagrin of one of the Democratic state senators who had signed on as a co-sponsor. 
Sen. Catherine Ingram, of Cincinnati, said she was taking her name off the bill.
Senate Democratic Leader Nickie Antonio said she couldn't believe Republican leaders prioritized the bill on their first day back following the November election.

"There should be no exception to liberty and justice for all, yet here we are telling our children that there are people who are less-than," she said. "This bill is not about bathrooms. It's about demonizing those who are different, and our children are watching and listening to the fearmongering."
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                    This colorized electron microscope image released by the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases on March 26, 2024, shows avian influenza A H5N1 virus particles (yellow), grown in Madin-Darby Canine Kidney (MDCK) epithelial cells (blue). (CDC/NIAID via AP)
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                                        OTTAWA, Ontario (AP) -- Health officials on Wednesday confirmed bird flu in a British Columbia teen and said the virus was related to a poultry outbreak in the province.
Initial testing had indicated the teenager's infection was from bird flu and was confirmed in further testing, the Public Health Agency of Canada said in a statement.
The teen has been hospitalized in Vancouver since Friday and was reported in critical condition on Tuesday.
It's not clear how the teenager picked up the virus, which has been detected recently in wild birds and poultry in the province, Dr. Bonnie Henry, the provincial health officer, said Tuesday. The teen is not known to have any contact with infected animals, she said. 
Henry said the teen was healthy before developing symptoms more than a week ago -- initially eye redness, cough and fever.
H5N1 bird flu has beem spreading widely in the U.S. among wild birds, poultry, cows and a number of other animals. This year, 46 people in the U.S. -- mostly farmworkers -- have tested positive with mostly mild symptoms.

    


In Canada, about three dozen people who had been in contact with the teen were tested. None had evidence of infection, Henry said.
Officials are trying to figure out how the teen was infected, although Henry said that may never be determined. In British Columbia, the virus has been detected in poultry, wild birds and some small animals. Bird flu has not been found in dairy cows in the province.




___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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            FILE - Del. Marcia 'Cia' Price, D-Newport News, looks at the vote tally board during the House session at the Capitol Wednesday, Feb. 19, 2020, in Richmond, Va. (AP Photo/Steve Helber, File)
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            FILE - House Speaker Todd C. Gilbert R-Woodstock leads the House of Delegates in the Pledge of Allegiance during the first day of 2023 legislative session at the Virginia State Capitol Building in Richmond, Va. on Wednesday, Jan. 11, 2023. (AP Photo/John C. Clark, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Virginia Democrats advance efforts to protect abortion, voting rights, marriage equality

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
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                                        RICHMOND, Va. (AP) -- Democrats who control both chambers of the Virginia legislature are hoping to make good on promises made on the campaign trail, including becoming the first Southern state to expand constitutional protections for abortion access. 
The House Privileges and Elections Committee advanced three proposed constitutional amendments Wednesday, including a measure to protect reproductive rights. Its members also discussed measures to repeal a now-defunct state constitutional ban on same-sex marriage and ways to revise Virginia's process to restore voting rights for people who served time for felony crimes.
"This meeting was an important next step considering the moment in history we find ourselves in," Democratic Del. Cia Price, the committee chair, said during a news conference. "We have urgent threats to our freedoms that could impact constituents in all of the districts we serve."

    


The at-times raucous meeting will pave the way for the House and Senate to take up the resolutions early next year after lawmakers tabled the measures last January. Democrats previously said the move was standard practice, given that amendments are typically introduced in odd-numbered years. But Republican Minority Leader Todd Gilbert said Wednesday the committee should not have delved into the amendments before next year's legislative session. He said the resolutions, particularly the abortion amendment, need further vetting. 




"No one who is still serving remembers it being done in this way ever," Gilbert said after the meeting. "Certainly not for something this important. This is as big and weighty an issue as it gets."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The Democrats' legislative lineup comes after Republican Governor Glenn Youngkin, to the dismay of voting-rights advocates, rolled back a process to restore people's civil rights after they completed sentences for felonies. Virginia is the only state that permanently bans anyone convicted of a felony from voting unless a governor restores their rights. 

    


"This amendment creates a process that is bounded by transparent rules and criteria that will apply to everybody -- it's not left to the discretion of a single individual," Del. Elizabeth Bennett-Parker, the patron of the voting rights resolution, which passed along party lines, said at the news conference. 
Though Democrats have sparred with the governor over their legislative agenda, constitutional amendments put forth by lawmakers do not require his signature, allowing the Democrat-led House and Senate to bypass Youngkin's blessing. 
Instead, the General Assembly must pass proposed amendments twice in at least two years, with a legislative election sandwiched between each statehouse session. After that, the public can vote by referendum on the issues. The cumbersome process will likely hinge upon the success of all three amendments on Democrats' ability to preserve their edge in the House and Senate, where they hold razor-thin majorities.
It's not the first time lawmakers have attempted to champion the three amendments. Republicans in a House subcommittee killed a constitutional amendment to restore voting rights in 2022, a year after the measure passed in a Democrat-led House. The same subcommittee also struck down legislation supporting a constitutional amendment to repeal an amendment from 2006 banning marriage equality. 

    


On Wednesday, a bipartisan group of lawmakers voted 16-5 in favor of legislation protecting same-sex marriage, with four Republicans supporting the resolution. 
"To say the least, voters enacted this (amendment) in 2006, and we have had 100,000 voters a year become of voting age since then," said Del. Mark Sickles, who sponsored the amendment as one of the first openly gay men serving in the General Assembly. "Many people have changed their opinions of this as the years have passed." 
A constitutional amendment protecting abortion previously passed the Senate in 2023 but died in a Republican-led House. On Wednesday, the amendment passed on party lines. 
If successful, the resolution proposed by House Majority Leader Charniele Herring would be part of a growing trend of reproductive rights-related ballot questions given to voters. Since 2022, 18 questions have gone before voters across the U.S., and they have sided with abortion rights advocates 14 times. 

    


The voters have approved constitutional amendments ensuring the right to abortion until fetal viability in nine states: Arizona, California, Colorado, Maryland, Michigan, Missouri, Montana, Ohio and Vermont. Voters also passed a right-to-abortion measure in Nevada in 2024, but it must be passed again in 2026 to be added to the state constitution.

As lawmakers debated the measure, roughly 18 members spoke. Mercedes Perkins, at 38 weeks pregnant, described the importance of women making decisions about their own bodies. Rhea Simon, another Virginia resident, anecdotally described how reproductive health care shaped her life. 

    


Then all at once, more than 50 people lined up to speak against the abortion amendment.
"Let's do the compassionate thing and care for mothers and all unborn children," resident Sheila Furey said. 
The audience gave a collective "Amen," followed by a round of applause. 
___
Associated Press writer Geoff Mulvihill in Cherry Hill, New Jersey, contributed to this report.
___
Olivia Diaz is a corps member for The Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative.
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                    Minnesota Vikings quarterback J.J. McCarthy stands on the field before an NFL football game against the Los Angeles Rams, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024, in Inglewood, Calif. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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                                        EAGAN, Minn. (AP) -- Minnesota Vikings quarterback J.J. McCarthy had an injection in his right knee earlier this week to alleviate swelling that arose during his rehabilitation program, coach Kevin O'Connell said Wednesday.
McCarthy, the 10th overall pick in the NFL draft, tore his meniscus during the first exhibition game on Aug. 10 and had season-ending surgery.
"We just wanted to make sure there was no cause for concern," O'Connell said. "All reports were very positive, and he's on the original timetable and in good shape."

    



The rookie out of Michigan has progressed to the point where he can regularly attend meetings and practices, and the coaching staff has appreciated his attentiveness and soak-it-up attitude behind starter Sam Darnold and veteran backups Nick Mullens and Brett Rypien.
"Been some real growth for him," O'Connell said.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL
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                    FILE - Referee Scott Wall prepares to put the ball in play during the second half of an NBA basketball game between the Detroit Pistons and the Brooklyn Nets, Thursday, March 7, 2024, in Detroit. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- NBA referee Scott Wall was diagnosed with acute myeloid leukemia earlier this year and is in treatment, the National Basketball Referees Association announced Wednesday.
All referees will be using a whistle marked with the No. 31 -- Wall's referee jersey number -- for the remainder of the season. The union said that tribute was happening as a sign of "solidarity with our brother."

Wall has undergone chemotherapy treatment and had a 30-day hospital stay, the union said, adding that "doctors have successfully eliminated the leukemia cells from his body and have transitioned Scott into the next phase of treatment."
Wall has worked 1,530 games in 30 seasons as an NBA referee. The Florida resident was selected to work the 2012 NBA All-Star Game in Orlando.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/NBA
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