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      Post Politics from The Washington Post is the source for political news headlines, in-depth politics coverage and political opinion, plus breaking news on the biden administration and White House, Congress, the Supreme Court, elections and more.


      
        Live updates: Trump sets stage for contentious confirmation battles with unexpected picks
        Justine McDaniel, Azi Paybarah, Mariana Alfaro, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez

        Get the latest news on the transition to the new administration of President-elect Donald Trump and a new Congress.

      

      
        There's a plan in case Senate Republicans aren't as pliant as Trump wants
        Philip Bump

        Senate won't confirm, say, Matt Gaetz as attorney general? Just wait until they leave -- maybe even if they don't want to.

      

      
        Why Matt Gaetz is such a controversial pick for attorney general
        Amber Phillips

        Trump has been nominating loyalists to serve in his Cabinet, and nowhere is that more obvious than in his pick for attorney general: Rep. Matt Gaetz.

      

      
        Why Thune won: Small-state senators rally around their own, not Trump
        Paul Kane

        John Thune's victory on a secret-ballot continued the long tradition, in both parties, of elevating small-state senators to the top jobs, banding together for self interest.

      

      
        Trump picks Matt Gaetz for attorney general, Tulsi Gabbard for director of national intelligence
        Justine McDaniel, Azi Paybarah, Mariana Alfaro, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez

        Get the latest news on the transition to the new administration of President-elect Donald Trump and a new Congress.

      

      
        The central argument behind the Gaetz nomination: Democrats are worse
        Philip Bump

        President-elect Trump's nomination of Matt Gaetz to run the Justice Department is reactionary both in motivation and in the defenses it has triggered.

      

      
        How did 2024 election polls fare? We talked to experts.
        Scott Clement, Praveena Somasundaram

        After a poor performance in 2020, pre-election polls this year were largely accurate in depicting a tight race between Donald Trump and Kamala Harris, though they again underestimated support for the president-elect.

      

      
        Did Elon Musk's efforts in Pennsylvania even do anything?
        Philip Bump

        The government contractor and appointee made a concerted effort to boost Donald Trump's election in the Keystone State. It might not have had any effect.

      

      
        Go bags, passports, foreign assets: Preparing to be a target of Trump's revenge
        Isaac Stanley-Becker, Ellen Nakashima

        Some prominent critics of Donald Trump, and those he has vilified as "deep state" saboteurs, are taking seriously his vow of retribution.

      

      
        RFK Jr. faces battles in quest to change America's food
        Rachel Roubein, Lauren Weber, Michael Scherer, David Ovalle

        Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s push to strip processed food out of school lunch and limit food dye marks a shift in how Trump is planning to regulate the nation's food.

      

      
        Trump pick resurfaces questions about Tulsi Gabbard's 2017 Syria visit
        Bryan Pietsch

        The meetings with Syrian President Bashar al-Assad hung over Gabbard, Trump's choice for director of national intelligence, as she ran for president in 2020.

      

      
        Gaetz resigned days before ethics investigation report was expected
        Marianna Sotomayor, Jacqueline Alemany, Marianne LeVine

        The former congressman resigned soon after being nominated as President-elect Trump's attorney general.

      

      
        Republicans win House majority, securing sweeping power in Washington
        Marianna Sotomayor

        With the presidency, the Senate and the House in hand, the Republican Party ushers in a new political era

      

      
        Trump picks Rep. Matt Gaetz, outspoken ally, as attorney general
        Perry Stein, Josh Dawsey, Tobi Raji

        The Florida congressman would be the first U.S. attorney general in four decades who never worked as a government attorney or judge.

      

      
        Fear, celebration as Washington scrutinizes Trump pick to run Pentagon
        Dan Lamothe, Abigail Hauslohner

        Pete Hegseth has none of the customary experience for running the Pentagon. Several Republicans said they were surprised by Trump's choice.

      

      
        Trump picks Gaetz and Gabbard for top jobs, daring Senate GOP to defy him
        Isaac Arnsdorf, Josh Dawsey

        Trump's decision to tap Gaetz for attorney general, Gabbard for intelligence and Hegseth for defense will test the Republican-led Senate's fealty to the president-elect.

      

      
        Top general faces brewing storm after Trump's Pentagon pick
        Missy Ryan

        Pete Hegseth's focus on military culture issues and countering diversity goals intensifies the Trump transition challenge for the Joint Chiefs of Staff chair.

      

      
        Trump's Gaetz nomination sets up test of Senate Republican loyalty
        Liz Goodwin

        Several senators said they were shocked at the nomination, raising questions about whether they will check Trump.

      

      
        Special counsel Jack Smith plans to quit; Cannon appeal may continue
        Perry Stein, Spencer Hsu

        Justice Dept. could drop Donald Trump from the classified document appeal but keep his co-defendants, hoping to reverse Judge Cannon's special counsel ruling.

      

      
        Trump's victory, GOP Senate win have Democrats racing to confirm judges
        Tobi Raji, Clara Ence Morse

        Republicans confirmed judges during the final weeks of Donald Trump's first term. But the president-elect says Democrats should not do the same.

      

      
        Trump's picks take a bizarre -- and extreme -- turn
        Aaron Blake

        What Matt Gaetz, Pete Hegseth and Tulsi Gabbard bring with them.

      

      
        Supreme Court appears likely to allow securities fraud suit against Nvidia
        Justin Jouvenal

        The lawsuit alleges the chipmaker hid its dependence on sales to the volatile cryptocurrency market before a crash tanked the value of its stock.

      

      
        Elon Musk, the richest man in the world, becomes Donald Trump's 'first buddy'
        Ashley Parker, Josh Dawsey, Michael Scherer

        Musk has spent days bounding in and out of meetings, sitting in on phone calls, weighing resumes and traveling to Washington as Trump's unofficial co-president.

      

      
        Triumphant Trump meets with Biden and visits Capitol Hill
        Matt Viser, Isaac Arnsdorf, Marianna Sotomayor

        President-elect to be welcomed to the White House by President Joe Biden, a gesture Donald Trump did not extend to Biden in 2020.
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Live updates: Trump sets stage for contentious confirmation battles with unexpected picks
Get the latest news on the transition to the new administration of President-elect Donald Trump and a new Congress.
By Justine McDaniel, Azi Paybarah, Mariana Alfaro, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez, Hannah Dormido, Jeff Stein, Kaitlin Brito, Philip Bump, Liz Goodwin, Tyler Pager, Isaac Stanley-Becker, Ellen Nakashima, Cristiano Lima-Strong, Lauren Kaori Gurley, Gerrit De Vynck, Nitasha Tiku, Dan Lamothe, Abigail Hauslohner, Scott Clement, Praveena Somasundaram, Bryan Pietsch, Rachel Roubein, Lauren Weber, Michael Scherer, David Ovalle, Missy Ryan,  Alisa Shodiyev Kaff, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Theodoric Meyer, Marianna Sotomayor, Jacqueline Alemany, Marianne LeVine, Isaac Arnsdorf, Josh Dawsey | 2024-11-14
President-elect Donald Trump has set the stage for contentious Senate confirmation battles over some of his picks for Cabinet posts, including Matt Gaetz for attorney general. Gaetz, a Florida Republican who resigned from Congress on Wednesday, has been under investigation by the House Ethics Committee over allegations of sexual misconduct, illegal drug use and accepting improper gifts. Gaetz is among a flurry of planned nominees rolled out by Trump since he won the presidency last week.
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There's a plan in case Senate Republicans aren't as pliant as Trump wants
Senate won't confirm, say, Matt Gaetz as attorney general? Just wait until they leave -- maybe even if they don't want to.
By Philip Bump | 2024-11-14

(Michael A. McCoy for The Washington Post)


As of Wednesday afternoon, the most contentious Cabinet-level nominee offered by President-elect Donald Trump is Matt Gaetz, the erstwhile congressman from Florida. This title may well be usurped by time of publication.
Gaetz's nomination to become attorney general unquestionably reflects Trump's updated approach to presidential power: prioritizing disruption and punishment of his opponents over traditional qualities, like experience and independence. As such, it's not entirely clear that Gaetz (or past holders of the most-contentious title) will actually earn the approval of a majority of the Senate and, therefore, the right to serve in that role.
Should that happen, though, there's a backup plan.
Let's first note that such a contingency may not be necessary. Gaetz would need 50 votes in the Senate to be confirmed, allowing Vice President-elect JD Vance (once sworn in) to break a tie. The incoming Senate will have 53 Republicans, meaning that three Republicans could break rank without affecting the outcome. (Cabinet nominees can't be filibustered under the Senate's adopted rules.)
Former House speaker Kevin McCarthy thinks that more than three Republicans will go south, telling Bloomberg on Thursday that Gaetz wouldn't be confirmed. But, then, McCarthy has a long-standing feud with Gaetz, one that culminated in Gaetz's successful effort to have the California Republican ousted from his leadership role. As a measure of his ability to predict electoral outcomes, McCarthy said at the time that he would survive the removal effort.
CBS News's Robert Costa reported on Thursday morning that a number of high-profile Republicans, senators who don't love the Gaetz nomination, would likely acquiesce to his confirmation simply to avoid a public fight. Or perhaps Sen. Richard Blumenthal (D-Connecticut) is right in estimating that at least five Republicans will ultimately balk. This seems to be one of the central questions of the nominating process for Trump: the extent to which elected Republicans will accede to his will. Those who reject Gaetz (or whomever) can expect an unfriendly reception in the White House and potentially from primary voters.
This question of loyalty, though, may be irrelevant to the actual determination of who serves as attorney general.
Presidents have another tool for filling vacancies in the government: recess appointments. The Constitution stipulates that "[t]he President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may happen during the Recess of the Senate, by granting Commissions which shall expire at the End of their next Session." The idea, very reasonably, was that the president shouldn't need to wait to have someone running, say, the Defense Department just because the Senate wasn't around to offer its "Advice and Consent" for nominations, as the Constitution mandates elsewhere.
This power has led to jockeying between the branches in the past. Democrats held the majority in the Senate during the latter part of George W. Bush's tenure as president, implementing a system by which the Senate gaveled in and out every few days so that it would remain "in session" even when no one was around. No recess appointments could be made, the theory went, since the Senate wasn't formally in recess.
When Barack Obama became president and Republicans gained control of the chamber, the GOP used the same tactic. Obama, though, challenged them, recess-appointing several people to the National Labor Relations Board during a gavel-in, gavel-out period.
In 2014, the Supreme Court rejected those appointments, unanimously determining that Obama overstepped his authority and establishing firmer guidelines for when a recess appointment could be made.
On Wednesday afternoon, conservative attorney Ed Whelan outlined a scenario leveraging those guidelines that he said he had heard "through the grapevine." It centers on Trump, as president, proactively adjourning Congress so that he could appoint people to government positions in the recess he created.
The process Whelan describes would involve the House introducing a resolution to adjourn both chambers for 10 days, the duration mandated in the 2014 National Labor Relations Board v. Noel Canning decision. If the Senate agreed, the recess would be effected and Trump could make his appointments. If it declined? Trump would rely on another part of the Constitution.
The president, Article II, Section 3 states, "may, on extraordinary Occasions, convene both Houses" -- that is, the House and Senate -- "or either of them, and in Case of Disagreement between them, with Respect to the Time of Adjournment, he may adjourn them to such Time as he shall think proper." So if the Senate doesn't agree to adjourn, the theory goes, Trump could just adjourn them.
As is the case with many of the rumblings that come out of Trumpworld, this was explored when he was president the first time around. In April 2020, staffers at the Heritage Foundation (infamous these days for cobbling together Project 2025) outlined how such an effort might work. The conclusion drawn by the authors was that it wasn't clear if Trump would have such authority "because this provision never has been invoked." Any such appointments, they predicted, would engender legal fights similar to the one that resulted in the 2014 decision.
Meaning that, once again, Trump's stretching of his power would ultimately face adjudication by a demonstrably friendly Supreme Court. (In another post on Wednesday, Whelan suggested that the court might actually further constrain the president's recess-appointment authority if asked to evaluate the process. Maybe, but introducing new constraints on executive authority has not exactly been the pattern with this court.)
It's vital to note that what Heritage was considering was a disagreement between a House and Senate controlled by different parties. That's not what Trump will have in January. He'll have a Senate that is controlled by, at times, skeptical Republicans and a House controlled by almost uniformly obsequious Republicans. Rep. Thomas Massie (R-Kentucky) told reporters explicitly on Wednesday that a recess appointment was the easy path to getting Trump the attorney general he wants. (This probably wasn't the "little secret" Trump said he and House Speaker Mike Johnson were sharing a few weeks before the election. That claim was made in the context of winning House races.)
If all of this seems like a lot of rule-bending simply to get certain people into positions of power, you might recall the way in which the first Trump administration approached the question. More than once, his administration's deployment of acting officials was challenged or rejected by the courts. For Trump, it's consistently the outcome that matters, not the system from which that outcome is achieved.
The cascade of possibilities, then, looks like this. Gaetz endures an unquestionably rough set of hearings and is presented to the full Senate for confirmation. He gets it. Or, maybe, he comes up short in vote-counting and the Senate agrees to adjourn to allow Trump to appoint him anyway. (This saves some wavering Republicans from primary campaign ads targeting them for disloyalty to the president.) Maybe this even becomes the plan from the get-go, allowing Gaetz to skip the hearings in the first place. If the Senate won't vote to adjourn (also a motion that can't be filibustered), perhaps the dispute-between-the-branches mechanism is implemented.
It seems likely, when written out, that it wouldn't get that far. How many Senate Republicans might we expect to demonstrate that level of obstruction to Trump? He likes to force demonstrations of fealty. But given the opportunity to simply do what he wants without a fight? Safe to assume he'll take it.
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Why Matt Gaetz is such a controversial pick for attorney general
Trump has been nominating loyalists to serve in his Cabinet, and nowhere is that more obvious than in his pick for attorney general: Rep. Matt Gaetz. 
By Amber Phillips | 2024-11-14
President-elect Donald Trump has been nominating loyalists to serve in his Cabinet, and nowhere is that more obvious than in his pick for attorney general: Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-Florida).
Gaetz stands out even in an increasingly Trumpian Congress for his attacks on the FBI, willingness to engage in conspiracy theories and intense loyalty to Trump. If he becomes attorney general, Gaetz would have oversight of -- and could be tasked with getting rid of -- federal investigations into Trump. Gaetz would also be able help the president use the Justice Department to investigate his political opponents, which Trump has said he would do.

(Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post) 


Gaetz represents one of the most Republican congressional districts in the nation, in Florida's western panhandle. He was elected in 2016, the same year Trump first won the presidency, and since then has pushed baseless theories that antifa was responsible for the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol, invited a Holocaust denier to a State of the Union address and called abortion rights protesters "ugly."
Last year, he played a leading role in pushing out Rep. Kevin McCarthy (R-California) as the House speaker, leading to a month-long debacle during which Republicans couldn't agree on a new one, and Congress essentially shut down.
"If there's one member of Congress who embodies the Trump era," I wrote in 2018, "a combative cable-news fixture who seems to thrive in controversy and has been an unflinching critic of the FBI -- you'd be hard pressed to find a more perfect character than [Gaetz]."
The congressman said at the time that he interacted "with people on the far ends of the political spectrum regularly on both the right and the left."
The bipartisan House Ethics Committee has been investigating allegations that Gaetz engaged in sexual misconduct, used drugs and accepted improper gifts. But Gaetz resigned from Congress the same week that report was to be released, The Washington Post reported.
Congress doesn't have prosecutorial powers, but federal prosecutors had been investigating Gaetz for years in a sex-trafficking investigation. Last year, they decided not to press charges against him. The investigation focused on his alleged involvement with a 17-year-old and whether he had paid for sex or paid for women to travel across state lines for sex, which would violate trafficking laws. Gaetz emphatically denied any wrongdoing.
While Trump was in office, Gaetz preemptively sought a pardon from him in case he were charged. In 2022, prosecutors recommended against charging Gaetz, citing the reliability of two witnesses.
Gaetz tweeted Wednesday that it "will be an honor to serve as President Trump's Attorney General!"
Trump, when announcing his pick on his Truth Social platform, said Gaetz will "will end Weaponized Government, protect our Borders, dismantle Criminal Organizations and restore Americans' badly-shattered Faith and Confidence in the Justice Department."
"Matt will root out the systemic corruption at DOJ, and return the Department to its true mission of fighting Crime, and upholding our Democracy and Constitution," Trump added.
Project 2025, a blueprint for a second Trump administration written by his allies, proposes moving the Justice Department -- and all of its law enforcement arms, such as the FBI -- directly under presidential control.
The plan, which Trump has denounced, from the conservative Heritage Foundation calls for a "top-to-bottom overhaul" of the FBI and suggests the next administration be given access to review investigations and nix any the president doesn't like. This would dramatically weaken the independence of federal law enforcement agencies, something good-governance experts say is particularly ominous as Trump describes top Democrats as "the enemy from within."
"There's going to be an all-out assault on the Department of Justice and the FBI," William Galston, head of governance studies at the Brookings Institution, said of Project 2025's proposals. "It will mean tight White House control of the DOJ and FBI."
To be the next attorney general, Gaetz would need support of at least 50 of the 53 Republicans in the next Senate (plus the tiebreaking vote of Vice President-elect JD Vance). That could prove to be tricky.
"I don't think it's a serious nomination for the attorney general," said Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska), one of the more moderate voices in the Senate, The Washington Post's Dylan Wells reported.
"I think he's got his work cut out for him," Sen Joni Ernst (R-Iowa) said, The Post's Liz Goodwin reported.
When a new president takes office, the Senate's main job is to confirm -- or oppose -- people the president nominates to serve in key government roles. But Trump told Republican senators that they need to step aside when he gets into office so he can unilaterally select his leaders.
On Wednesday, Republicans picked their next majority leader -- Sen. John Thune of South Dakota. Thune has not said he would allow Trump to hold recess appointments, but he did tell Fox News Digital that "all options are on the table."
This has been updated with the latest news.
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Why Thune won: Small-state senators rally around their own, not Trump
John Thune's victory on a secret-ballot continued the long tradition, in both parties, of elevating small-state senators to the top jobs, banding together for self interest.
By Paul Kane | 2024-11-14

Sen. John Thune (R-South Dakota) speaks at a news conference after being elected Senate Republican leader in Washington on Nov. 13. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 


In choosing their Senate majority leader, Republicans turned to a consummate insider from the fourth-smallest state by population, a 20-year veteran without close ties to the incoming president.
Sen. John Thune (South Dakota) overcame doubts about his past criticism of President-elect Donald Trump and won his secret-ballot election in an old-fashioned manner. Thune assembled a coalition that began with other GOP allies from similarly small states, defeating big-state, big-money rivals from Texas and Florida.
His victory served as a reminder, possibly a brief one, that the Senate can serve as an independent body free from presidential pressure, given how fiercely some outside allies of Trump campaigned against Thune in the last few days.
To be sure, Thune has spent the past several months trying to reassure the Trump forces that he would be a loyal soldier for an agenda -- securing the border, lowering taxes, getting tough on crime -- that dovetails with Senate Republicans.
In the news conference for the new leadership team, Thune's remarks included a reference to a "mandate election" and a vow to keep the Senate in session for lengthy stretches to confirm Trump's Cabinet selections.
However, when asked about filibuster rules that force 60-vote hurdles on most legislation, Thune retreated into Senate-speak by referring to the chamber's tradition of being a "place where the minority has a voice."
That's his way of trying to say that, should Trump reach a point where he wants to pass legislation by blowing up the filibuster, Senate Republicans intend to oppose him.
Such a clash is almost certain to happen. Several times during his first term, Trump demanded that Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-Kentucky), the majority leader at the time, abolish the 60-vote tradition.
The president-elect never did formally wade into the succession race, but he manipulated the internal debate by issuing demands about blowing up tradition on how his nominees are processed. In response, Thune and his two rivals, Sens. John Cornyn (R-Texas) and Rick Scott (R-Florida), spent the past few days promising to speedily process Trump's Cabinet nominations before they even saw what the incoming president would offer up.
Having banked such initial praise, Trump responded with a slew of choices that will test the bounds of what traditional Senate conservatives can stomach, particularly national security choices such as Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-Florida) for attorney general.
"I just heard that," a stunned Cornyn said Wednesday afternoon, a few hours after losing to Thune, 29-24, on a second ballot. "We'll do our job as the Senate. ... So, we'll take that one day at a time."
On Sunday, after Trump demanded quick Senate action on his nominees, Cornyn declared that the Senate should steamroll any Democratic opposition to Cabinet choices by staying "in session, including weekends, until they relent."
Cornyn tried to deflect any specifics about Gaetz, who has been under FBI and House ethics investigations related to allegations regarding sex trafficking, and has spent most of his eight years in Congress antagonizing traditional Republicans such as Cornyn.
"I don't know the man, other than his public persona," Cornyn said. Pressed by reporters on Thursday, Cornyn said he would "absolutely" want to review a yet-to-be-released House Ethics Committee report on Gaetz.
Trump's moves will serve as an initial test of the power he wields over his allies on Capitol Hill, a group that he wants to fall in line quickly rather than serve as guardrails of normalcy, as some congressional Republicans attempted when he first took the Oval Office in 2017.
Thune and his new top deputy, Sen. John Barrasso (R-Wyoming), elected unanimously as majority whip, have to determine whether they are willing to tell Trump that selections like Gaetz cannot win confirmation.
Or they will have to swallow choices, which also include former Democratic congresswoman Tulsi Gabbard (Hawaii), nominated to be the director of national intelligence, that do not fit anywhere within their normal ideological range.
When it came to electing their own leader, senators demonstrated that they would stick to tradition and decide things based on personal relationships and, of course, their own self-interest.
On Tuesday evening, Sen. Kevin Cramer (R-North Dakota) told reporters that Thune could immediately count the support of the three other senators from the Dakotas.
"As long as the spirit of Theodore Roosevelt is alive, the Dakotans will stick together," Cramer said, referencing the 26th president's pre-White House days of ranching in the Dakota Territory.
Add in Sen. Jerry Moran (R-Kansas), who won a House seat in 1996 alongside Thune and became one of his closest friends, and Thune had five votes to start from three states with a combined population of less than 5 million people.
Cornyn could not even guarantee the support of his home-state colleague, Sen. Ted Cruz (R), who announced that he would support Scott on the first ballot. Cruz has not said who he voted for on a second ballot between Cornyn and Thune.
Self-interest would have pointed Cruz toward Thune so that Cruz can claim the chairmanship of the Senate Commerce Committee. Had Thune lost and returned to the life of a rank-and-file senator, he had the seniority on the Commerce Committee to bump Cruz aside.
In Thune, Republicans continued their almost 40-year run of choosing leaders from relatively small states, beginning in 1984, when Robert J. Dole of Kansas won a hotly contested race to become majority leader.
From 1961 through 2016, Democrats elected leaders who hailed from Montana, West Virginia, Maine, South Dakota and Nevada.
In early 2017, Sen. Charles E. Schumer (D) became the first New Yorker to lead Democrats or Republicans. Republicans have never elected a leader from Texas, despite its status as the largest reliably Republican state in presidential campaigns for the past four decades.
For the small-state crew, Thune's win reaffirmed their faith in the Founding Fathers for creating a Senate that gave each state two senators, regardless of size.
"It's the beauty of the Senate. It's the beauty of the founders. That's the beauty of the electoral college," Cramer said. "It's designed specifically for leveling the playing field for places in the middle of the country that have a lot of minerals and not many people."
Scott ran as the most publicly supportive of Trump, garnering the backing of MAGA celebrities such as Tucker Carlson and Trump's billionaire booster Elon Musk. But his candidacy was always seen as a vessel for those who have clashed with McConnell over his traditional conservative approach to running the Senate.
These Scott supporters knew he stood little chance and that no one was likely to get a full majority (27 votes) on the first vote. They used their initial backing of Scott to essentially interview Cornyn and Thune to see what types of pledges they would offer for their backing on a second vote.
Cornyn, 72, and Thune, 63, have remarkably similar backgrounds.
They each have served 16 years in some role on McConnell's team, including six each as Republican whip, the No. 2 leadership post. They both serve on the Senate Finance Committee and believe in America's strong role around the world.
Both were deeply critical of Trump's handling of the 2020 election, but Thune went a step further and endorsed another Republican, Sen. Tim Scott (South Carolina), in early 2023 for this year's presidential nomination.
Each endorsed Trump early this year after it became clear that he would run away with the GOP nomination.
"They're both really good leaders and they've both been at this a long time, if you want to talk about guys that have been on the job kind of learning through it," said Sen. James Lankford (R-Oklahoma), who supported Cornyn.
Some staunch conservatives viewed Cornyn as a bit more vocal in his willingness to open up the leadership approach and allow their input into legislation.
"I thought John Cornyn represented more of a change going forward. I mean, based on what he said he was going to do," Sen. Josh Hawley (R-Missouri) told reporters after the vote.
But the initial ballot found 23 supporting Thune, 15 for Cornyn, 13 for Scott and two who wrote in some other choice. Thune needed to win just four of those 15 senators who voted for someone not named John on the first ballot, and he secured six more votes.
Within a couple hours, Trump nominated Gaetz and Gabbard, and Cornyn almost looked relieved not to be in charge of shepherding support for their nominations.
"We will take it in due course and do our job," he said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2024/11/14/trump-senate-thune-gaetz-gabbard/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Trump picks Matt Gaetz for attorney general, Tulsi Gabbard for director of national intelligence
Get the latest news on the transition to the new administration of President-elect Donald Trump and a new Congress.
By Justine McDaniel, Azi Paybarah, Mariana Alfaro, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez, Hannah Knowles, Missy Ryan, Marianna Sotomayor, Jeff Stein, Elizabeth Dwoskin, Cat Zakrzewski, Jacob Bogage, Ashley Parker, Josh Dawsey, Michael Scherer, Joseph Menn, Shira Rubin, Suzan Haidamous, John Hudson, Paul Kane, Dylan Wells, Liz Goodwin, Perry Stein, Spencer Hsu, Annabelle Timsit, Yvonne Wingett Sanchez, Jeremy Barr, Matt Viser, Philip Bump, Isaac Arnsdorf, Ishaan Tharoor, Michael Birnbaum, Will Oremus, Andrew Ackerman, Marianne LeVine, Frances Vinall, Tobi Raji, Clara Ence Morse, Dan Lamothe, Alex Horton, Theodoric Meyer, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Shannon Osaka | 2024-11-14
President-elect Donald Trump announced Wednesday that he plans to nominate Matt Gaetz as attorney general -- the Republican congressman from Florida resigned his seat the same day, according to House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) -- and Tulsi Gabbard, a former Democratic congresswoman from Hawaii, as director of national intelligence. Trump also confirmed plans to nominate Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Florida) as secretary of state. Earlier Wednesday, Trump pledged a smooth transition as he met with President Joe Biden at the White House after a jovial meeting with House Republicans.
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The central argument behind the Gaetz nomination: Democrats are worse
President-elect Trump's nomination of Matt Gaetz to run the Justice Department is reactionary both in motivation and in the defenses it has triggered.
By Philip Bump | 2024-11-14

Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-Florida) speaks at the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee on July 17. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


To understand why President-elect Donald Trump nominated former (as of Wednesday afternoon) Florida congressman Matt Gaetz to serve as attorney general in his upcoming administration, you don't need to look much further than Trump's announcement.
The statement describes Gaetz as a William & Mary College of Law graduate and a "deeply gifted and tenacious attorney," both offered to check the most basic box the job would seem to demand. ("Is the nominee an attorney?") And then we get to Gaetz's real qualifications.
"Few issues in America are more important than ending the partisan Weaponization of our Justice System," the announcement states. "Matt will end Weaponized Government, protect our Borders, dismantle Criminal Organizations and restore Americans' badly-shattered Faith and Confidence in the Justice Department. On the House Judiciary Committee, which performs oversight of DOJ, Matt played a key role in defeating the Russia, Russia, Russia Hoax, and exposing alarming and systemic Government Corruption and Weaponization."
Setting aside the hyperactive capitalization, it's worth pointing out that the priorities identified here are broadly imaginary. The reference to "weaponized government" is rooted in the prosecution of Trump for attempting to overturn the 2020 presidential election results and for failing to turn over classified documents when requested. The "badly-shattered" faith in the Justice Department is a function of Trump's relentless bad-mouthing of the institution for having the temerity to investigate him at all.
That includes the investigation into whether Trump or people on his 2016 campaign attempted to aid the Russian effort to boost his candidacy. His patter about the probe being a "hoax" is well-worn by now, but the investigation was predicated on real concerns and ultimately found multiple points of contact between Trump allies and Russian actors. But casually calling it a hoax was a surefire way to earn Trump's blessing, so Gaetz and many others did so without qualms.
But this is the pitch: Gaetz will undo the things that Trump said happened, even if they didn't.
And that means undoing things that Trump and his allies don't want to happen, even if they shouldn't be undone. One person close to Trump explained to Axios that the Gaetz appointment was meant to "stop [things] like this," referring to an FBI search of the home of the CEO of Polymarket, a betting market that became prominent during the 2024 presidential election. A statement from the company called the search "obvious political retribution" for ... correctly indicating that Trump would win.
Just as politics was the central conduit through which Trump battled his own indictments, Trump-loyal individuals and organizations (or those who can conceivably present themselves as such) may see their own legal problems go away. Because, you know, it's just "weaponization."
Allies of Trump offered variants on this argument when defending the Gaetz pick. It wasn't just that the Trump-loyal Floridian would bull-in-a-china-shop the Justice Department, it was that the bar for what qualifies as a good attorney general had already been lowered by Democratic appointees.
Vice President-elect JD Vance took this tack in promoting the Gaetz nomination on social media.
"The main issue with Matt Gaetz is that he used his office to prosecute his political opponents and authorized federal agents to harass parents who were peacefully protesting at school board meetings," he wrote. Then: "Oh wait, that's actually Merrick Garland, the current attorney general."
Garland did oversee the prosecution of a political opponent of his boss, President Joe Biden -- but only after that political opponent attempted to subvert the 2020 election and only after he refused to respond to a subpoena for material marked as classified. The Justice Department has historically engaged in dubious prosecutions, certainly. But the public evidence for pursuing the narrow federal charges Trump faced is pretty robust.
As for the harassing of parents, that's more MAGAland fiction. Protests at school board meetings early in Biden's administration at times spilled over into threats against school officials. The Justice Department released a statement saying that violent threats would be addressed. This was slowly twisted into the talking point Vance offers: that by stating that violent threats were unacceptable, the Justice Department was targeting parents at school board meetings.
But that's Vance's defense. Oh, you think Gaetz is bad? Well, no, he's good relative to a straw man who vaguely resembles Garland.
On Fox News, Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-South Carolina) offered a similar take.
"I'm telling my Democratic friends: Elections have consequences, whether you like it or not," he said -- suggesting that Gaetz deserved consideration if only because he was the president-elect's nominee.
"You're accusing Matt of doing the very thing that you did," he continued. "Matt Gaetz didn't lie under oath. Matt Gaetz did not sign [Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA)] warrants that were based on Russian disinformation. So we're going to give the president a chance to put his people forward. To every Republican: Give Matt a chance."
Graham's pitch was noticeably unenthusiastic; "give him a chance" is hardly the same as "get this done." Again, though, notice the reliance on how Gaetz compares to others. Gaetz didn't sign the FISA warrants to which Graham refers -- but, then, neither did Garland. They were signed in 2016 and 2017 as the Justice Department sought to surveil Carter Page, a former adviser to Trump's first presidential campaign. Part of the application for the warrants depended on information compiled in a dossier of reports assembled by researcher Christopher Steele.
You may remember elements of that preceding paragraph from the years-long fight over the Russia investigation. The Carter Page FISA warrants play an outsize role in the effort to undermine the validity of the investigation, for the simple reason that they provide one of the few points of objective criticism of the process. (There's not really a question, though, that Page's ties to Russia were worthy of investigation.) And here's Graham, using that issue to defend the Gaetz nomination. Not because he's above reproach but because, hey, he could be worse?
It's reactionary. Trump's nomination is a reaction to his sincere irritation at facing a broad array of investigations. His supporters' defenses of the nomination are often rooted in the idea that the standard for service as attorney general had already deteriorated thanks to Democratic nastiness.
Remove the lens through which Trump considers the administration of justice, though, and the nomination looks very different. It looks like a nomination of a target of a federal investigation made by a target of federal investigation with the goal of exacting revenge on federal investigators.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2024/11/14/central-argument-behind-gaetz-nomination-democrats-are-worse/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



How did 2024 election polls fare? We talked to experts.
After a poor performance in 2020, pre-election polls this year were largely accurate in depicting a tight race between Donald Trump and Kamala Harris, though they again underestimated support for the president-elect.
By Scott Clement, Praveena Somasundaram | 2024-11-14

Donald Trump speaks at an election night watch party on Nov. 6 in West Palm Beach, Florida, as Eric Trump, Lara Trump and Melania Trump listen. (Alex Brandon/AP)


Political pollsters still haven't got a bead on Donald Trump. For the third straight presidential election cycle, public opinion polls underestimated support for the president-elect -- although the gap was smaller than in 2016 and 2020.
The continued discrepancy between poll results and the margin of Trump's win likely reflects broad shifts in how much Americans engage with public-opinion research. Trump supporters may have been less likely to respond to surveys, continuing a trend seen in 2020, according to polling experts who spoke to The Washington Post. And a noticeable swath of Trump voters in 2024 had not consistently voted in the past or were otherwise less politically engaged. His campaign this year zeroed in on turning out lower-propensity voters, including young men.
All of those factors made it more difficult to get a precise picture of the electorate, experts said. While pollsters have gotten better at that since 2016, when Trump was first on the ballot, the full picture of 2024 performance won't be clear until detailed final election and turnout data is available -- giving polling experts a chance to compare it to their pre-election data.
Over the past three election cycles, pollsters have adjusted their methods to address challenges in capturing support for Trump -- and to some extent, it has worked. State presidential polls underestimated Trump's margin against Harris this month by 2.7 percentage points, according to data reporting website 538. That's down from a 4.2-point underestimate of Trump's vote margin in 2020 (when he lost to now-President Joe Biden) and 3.2 points in 2016 (when he beat Hillary Clinton). And more than 9 in 10 polls in the seven competitive presidential states came within the margin of error for the actual Harris-Trump vote.
Many still-uncounted votes in California make the exact performance of national polls this cycle unclear, but they appear to have performed similarly to state surveys. The Post Pulse election model forecasts Trump will win the national popular vote by 1.1 points and Edison Research expects his margin to be between 1.5-2 points, while national polling averages found Harris ahead by 1.1 points, suggesting they underestimated Trump's margin by 2-3 points. Trump overperformed polling averages by 2.3 points across the seven battleground states, winning by about one point in Wisconsin and Michigan, two points in Pennsylvania and Georgia, three points in Nevada and North Carolina and nearly six points in Arizona, with roughly 96 percent of votes counted as of Wednesday evening.
"There's a sort of unique loyalty to him, not necessarily to Republicans up and down the ballot," said Chris Jackson, a public opinion researcher at Ipsos.
Across the country in this general election, Trump won in a some states where Republican candidates down the ballot did not perform as well. In Arizona, where Trump won comfortably, Democrat Ruben Gallego defeated Republican Kari Lake, who the president-elect endorsed, for a Senate seat. In Wisconsin, Trump won by about one point while Republican Senate candidate Eric Hovde lost by about the same margin to Democratic incumbent Tammy Baldwin.
This year's polls are an improvement over those from 2020, which showed the biggest mismatch with election results in decades. Those polls had errors of "unusual magnitude," according to a report from the American Association for Public Opinion Research (AAPOR).
Among the factors that could explain those errors, AAPOR said, was that Trump had "provided explicit cues to his supporters that polls were 'fake' and intended to suppress votes." The report noted that those comments "could have transformed survey participation into a political act whereby his strongest supporters chose not to respond."
But whether Trump's remarks on polling resonated with his supporters would be hard to study and quantify, said Courtney Kennedy, a polling methods expert at Pew Research Center.
Since the 2016 and 2020 election cycles, more pollsters have been weighting for political variables, including partisanship and how poll participants voted in previous elections -- something that used to be "taboo" in polling, Kennedy said. But she said those adjustments likely helped improve the representation of Republicans and Trump supporters in 2024 polls.
Lee Miringoff, director of the Marist College Institute for Public Opinion, called the 2.7-percent underestimation this year a "solid number" for "an instrument that's trying to shoot at a moving target." Beyond the numbers, Miringoff said this year's polls did a good job of delineating the top two issues that drove voters to turn out -- the economy and immigration.
Jackson, the Ipsos pollster, agreed. Polling as a whole, he said, was useful this year when used as a way to "understand where Americans are" and the specific issues that motivated them to turn out, rather than as a forecasting tool in what appeared to be an exceedingly close race.
Moving forward, experts said the polling industry will have to continue reevaluating its methods, including by considering different weight adjustments such as partisanship and how people voted in previous elections, among other factors, for the next election and expanding options for how people can take surveys beyond online or phone-only methods.
Offline methods, like mailing survey forms, seem better suited to reaching conservatives, Republicans and Trump supporters, Kennedy said.
She added that pollsters also will likely have to continue producing "more elaborate" statistical models to account for low response rates, though these models will look different than traditional polling methods.
"We have to seriously engage with that challenge and really do everything we can to make sure that Republicans, as well as Democrats, are fully represented," she said.
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Did Elon Musk's efforts in Pennsylvania even do anything?
The government contractor and appointee made a concerted effort to boost Donald Trump's election in the Keystone State. It might not have had any effect.
By Philip Bump | 2024-11-14

Elon Musk gestures during an America PAC town hall in Folsom, Pennsylvania, on Oct. 17. (Rachel Wisniewski/Reuters)


Few people in history have made a more effective investment than did Elon Musk in this year's presidential race. It wasn't cheap, certainly, with Musk pouring more than $118 million by late October into a PAC supporting Donald Trump's candidacy. In the days after Trump's victory, though, Musk's net worth, buoyed by a surging stock market, jumped $50 billion.
It's likely that this 400-fold return on investment is only the beginning of how Musk will benefit from a second Trump presidency. His investment in Trump's victory brought him close to the president-elect, so Musk has spent much of the past week camped out at Trump's Mar-a-Lago home. There, he has been weighing in on a range of decisions as Trump prepares to return to the White House. Musk has also been tapped to serve as co-chair of a nebulous group tasked with uprooting waste in government spending, the targets of which will almost certainly exclude the federal dollars that end up in his companies' coffers.
All of that benefit -- and it's not clear that Musk's high-profile effort to help Trump win actually did much of anything at all.
We should start by noting that this effort was multifaceted, which in this case is a polished-up way of saying "scattershot." Musk bought Twitter and used it to boost Trump and spread misinformation. His PAC, America PAC, bought ads promoting Trump and attacking Vice President Kamala Harris. Most directly, the PAC created a system aimed at increasing voter registration and turnout, notably by offering random participants $1 million payouts.
He was particularly focused on Pennsylvania, holding multiple events in the state. His PAC supported a get-out-the-vote effort in the last days of the campaign, one that has been credited with helping Trump flip the state. But, to the point above, it seems fair to question what effect it actually had.
I was in Pennsylvania on the weekend before the election, tracking how campaigns and outside groups were trying to turn out voters. I saw a broad, organized effort by Harris's campaign and a push from the Republican Party to train people to observe polling places on the following Tuesday. I saw nothing to indicate that Musk or America PAC had a presence; no one I spoke with saw any effort, either.
We don't need to rely on anecdotal evidence though. Pennsylvania, like the seven swing states more generally, shifted less dramatically to the right than did other states on average. Looking at the two-party vote margin (meaning, excluding third-party votes), the margin in Pennsylvania will likely end up moving three points to the right, compared to 3.5 points for the swing states on average and 4.8 points for every other state.
The national popular vote, according to The Washington Post's Post Pulse estimate of the final margin, will probably result in a nearly six-point shift to the right, a change driven by bigger shifts in more populous places.




So just on the surface, there's no evidence that Pennsylvania was unusually supportive of Trump and some evidence that it was less supportive than other states.
If we look at county-level data, we do see that most counties shifted to the right relative to 2020 -- though, again, the shifts in other states were larger. (You can see that clearly on The Post's map of those shifts.) In nine of the state's 67 counties, the vote was more favorable to Harris than it had been to Joe Biden four years ago.




In 50 of those 67 counties, though, the shift since 2020 was not as far to the right as seen in the state overall. That's in large part because highly populated Philadelphia County (the dot at top right, below) moved so much to the right. (The other high-population county is Allegheny County, home of Pittsburgh, which didn't move as much to the right as the state overall.)




Perhaps the Musk/America PAC effort pushed Philly to the right. Perhaps the Harris effort kept every other county from drifting further. It's hard to say. But, given that the movement in Pennsylvania was smaller than elsewhere and that even that movement was so localized, the results do not suggest that Musk's sweeping push had the intended effect.
Happily, Musk also offered an example of a specific effect. In an interview with Tucker Carlson, Musk said that his efforts had "paid particular attention to the Amish community in Pennsylvania."
Well, using estimates of the Amish population by county, we see that there was no correlation between the 2020-to-2024 change in margin and the Amish population in a county. The county most closely associated with the Amish community, Lancaster County, will likely end up having voted just about the same way it did in 2020. It shifted far less to the right than the state overall.
(Because the dataset often identified populations that spanned multiple counties, we divided the population up evenly between those counties. The three counties with the most Amish residents on the chart below include Lancaster at the left.)




Again, it's very possible that the Musk-funded effort did turn out voters who wouldn't otherwise have cast ballots. These sorts of late-campaign pushes are understood to have a limited effect, most noticeable in a close race.
But it's also very possible this is mostly hype, promoted by a guy who, like Trump, is a very good self-promoter and who is surrounded by a galaxy of hype men. It's possible too that this was another thing about politics that Musk understands less than he thinks he does, and that he perceived his mostly fumbling efforts as unusually adept.
This wasn't the only thing Musk did to help Trump. Newly published research suggests that the algorithm that powers X, the once-known-as-Twitter social media company that Musk owns, intentionally boosted Republican accounts after Musk endorsed Trump. The effects of that, too, would be hard to measure, but it's hard to think that any effects would be detrimental to the former-and-future president's campaign.
It's probably the case that Musk doesn't really care. He got what he wanted: an ally in the White House and the benefits that flow from that. If his $118 million-plus in spending didn't actually help get Trump there, no matter. He's poised to make far more than his investment back.
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Go bags, passports, foreign assets: Preparing to be a target of Trump's revenge
Some prominent critics of Donald Trump, and those he has vilified as "deep state" saboteurs, are taking seriously his vow of retribution.
By Isaac Stanley-Becker, Ellen Nakashima | 2024-11-14

Then-Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump holds a rally at Madison Square Garden in New York on Oct. 27. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


A retired U.S. Army officer who clashed with senior officials in Donald Trump's first White House looked into acquiring Italian citizenship in the run-up to this month's election but wasn't eligible and instead packed a "go bag" with cash and a list of emergency numbers in case he needs to flee.
A member of Trump's first administration who publicly denounced him is applying for foreign citizenship and weighing whether to watch and wait or leave the country before the Jan. 20 inauguration.
And a former U.S. official who signed a notorious October 2020 letter suggesting that emails purportedly taken from a laptop belonging to Hunter Biden could be Russian disinformation is seeking a passport from a European country, uncertain about whether the getaway will prove necessary but concluding, "You don't want to have to scramble."
All spoke on the condition of anonymity to avoid undermining their own preparations. The planning, they acknowledge, responds to a hypothetical worst case in which a second Trump presidency ushers in systematic suppression of free speech and criminalization of dissent. Trump's victory alone has set off alarms among some of his most outspoken critics, as well as within parts of the intelligence and national security communities he denigrated as the "deep state" and accused of subverting his agenda.
Their anxiety has intensified amid the drumbeat of picks for critical Cabinet posts. Trump said Wednesday he would make Rep. Matt Gaetz, the Republican firebrand from Florida, his attorney general and Tulsi Gabbard, the former Democratic congresswoman from Hawaii and fervent critic of the foreign policy establishment who told world leaders to "embrace the spirit of aloha" after Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022, his director of national intelligence, a role overseeing the nation's 18 spy agencies.
"I feel like I've stepped through the looking glass," said the retired Army officer who considered Italian citizenship.
Unlike the ordinary Americans who joke each election cycle about leaving the country when their preferred candidate loses, this group of anxious retired officers or government officials includes people whom the incoming president and his allies have subjected to withering criticism. Even before the election, some were subpoenaed by Trump-aligned members of Congress. Others were placed on watch lists compiled by pro-Trump activists.
Scarcely any described firm plans to leave the country. But they're also not brushing off the threats as they keep track of personnel named to influential government jobs. Following the selection of Gaetz to lead the Justice Department, many are watching whether Kash Patel, a Trump loyalist who appended a "deep state" list to his 2023 book, "Government Gangsters: The Deep State, the Truth, and the Battle for Our Democracy," lands a senior role at a top agency such as the FBI.
People on Patel's list and other inventories of Trump antagonists have taken precautions ranging from the dramatic to the mundane. They include determining whether they're eligible for foreign citizenship, examining the possibility of purchasing property abroad and considering whether to move money into overseas banks. The steps illustrate how seriously some potential targets of Trump's retribution are taking the possibility that he or his allies could use the U.S. legal system against them, or that vigilante actors could take justice into their own hands.
"We're monitoring who potential Cabinet members and core staff will be as we advise people," said Mark Zaid, a national security lawyer who has represented government whistleblowers and has counseled clients about steps they might take now that Trump has been elected. "The reality is that, thankfully, this isn't the 1930s; we have time to make decisions about what will be done and where people can go."
Zaid said more will become clear soon: "The incoming administration is promising swift action on Day 1, so I don't think it'll take long to have a sense of what is planned. There are already lots of people starting to organize, especially lawyers, about seeking to uphold the rule of law come next January."
Trump spokespeople did not respond to a request for comment. In his victory speech last week, Trump promised to "make America great again for all Americans" and declared, "It's time to unite, and we're gonna try. We're gonna try. We have to try."
But as a candidate, he described his domestic opponents as the "enemy from within." And he argued that his perceived adversaries should face comeuppance, including both legal prosecution and extrajudicial action.
Trump said on a conservative talk show in the final days of the campaign that Jack Smith, the special counsel who has brought two criminal cases against him, should be "thrown out of the country." He has called Liz Cheney, the former Republican lawmaker who campaigned alongside Democrat Kamala Harris, a "radical war hawk" who should face "nine barrels shooting at her." And he has suggested that Gen. Mark A. Milley, the former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, should be executed, writing on social media that the general committed acts "so egregious that, in times gone by, the punishment would have been DEATH."

Gen. Mark A. Milley, appearing before the Senate Armed Services Committee for a hearing on President Joe Biden's budget regarding military spending in 2023, has been the subject of threats by Donald Trump. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


A spokesman for the special counsel declined to comment. Smith is preparing to wrap up his cases in line with Justice Department policy preventing the prosecution of a sitting president, while reiterating in a recent filing, submitted in October, that his work has been nonpartisan.
A spokesman for Cheney did not respond to a request for comment. Milley, through an intermediary, also did not respond.
Retribution could include criminal investigations and prosecutions but also less theatrical penalties. Retired government officials could lose their security clearances, often important to private sector work, or confront burdensome tax audits.
Those risks have come to the fore as Trump loyalists compile lists of perceived enemies that include not just government officials and members of Congress but also their family members.
One of the most outspoken advocates of retribution is Ivan Raiklin, a former Green Beret and employee of the Defense Intelligence Agency who is close to Michael Flynn, the former Trump national security adviser who twice pleaded guilty to lying to the FBI but received a pardon in the waning days of Trump's first term. Raiklin, who on social media calls himself Trump's "Secretary of Retribution," has touted a "Deep State Target List" that he says includes 600 people.
The fear is less that Raiklin lands a government role empowering him to carry out retribution, said people targeted by him, than that he incites extremist groups to act on their own. Raiklin did not respond to a request for comment.
Lists specific to certain government agencies have also circulated, such as a "Watch List" focusing on high-level officials at the Department of Homeland Security.
Since Trump's victory on Nov. 5, prominent allies of the president-elect have threatened people at odds with the incoming commander in chief. Stephen K. Bannon, who briefly served as chief strategist in Trump's first White House, reiterated his call for Milley to face sanctions over a phone call he placed seeking to reassure his Chinese counterpart in the aftermath of the pro-Trump attack at the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021.
On his "War Room" show this week, Bannon said Trump should act against Milley on the first day of his presidency -- "recall him to active duty and make him face a court-martial." Milley believes Trump may act on that recommendation, according to a book by Washington Post associate editor Bob Woodward. "He's a walking, talking advertisement of what he's going to do," Milley told former colleagues of Trump, according to the book, "War."
Mike Davis, the founder of an organization focused on appointing conservative judges, wrote on social media, "I want to drag their dead political bodies through the streets, burn them, and throw them off the wall. (Legally, politically, and financially, of course.)" Later, he was more specific, warning Letitia James, the New York attorney general behind the $450 million civil fraud case against Trump, not to continue her efforts lest she face "prison for conspiracy against rights."
In an interview, Davis said he wasn't seeking a job in Trump's administration and spoke only for himself. He said "any prosecutor, attorney, witness or other operative who has politicized and weaponized intel agencies or law enforcement" for political purposes "should face investigation and, if appropriate, prosecution." Scrutiny, he added, should be aimed not just at James but at prosecutors and others involved in criminal cases against Trump in Washington, New York and Georgia.
A spokeswoman for James pointed to numerous judgments dismissing claims by Trump's attorneys that her investigation was politically motivated. A New York judge overseeing the case went so far as to sanction Trump's lawyers for repeating failed arguments that the attorney general's office deemed "borderline frivolous even the first time defendants made them."

Trump, flanked by attorneys Todd Blanche and Emil Bove, arrives for his criminal trial in New York in May. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Some of Trump's congressional allies have cast doubt on the prospect of wide-ranging retribution.
Rep. Jim Jordan, the Ohio Republican and chairman of the House Judiciary Committee, said over the weekend on CNN, "I don't think any of that's going to happen because we're the party who's against political prosecution." Still, Jordan said his message to the special counsel's team was to preserve documents "so we, the Congress, who have a constitutional duty to do oversight, can see everything."
Among those already bracing for reprisal are some of the signatories of a "Public Statement on the Hunter Biden Emails," issued in October 2020. The statement responded to a story in the New York Post about a laptop once used by then-candidate Joe Biden's son that the tabloid said included incriminating evidence about the Biden family.
The signatories, 51 people in the national security field, argued that the dissemination of emails from the laptop had "all the classic earmarks of a Russian information operation." The signatories acknowledged that the material might be authentic but said they were suspicious -- an intervention made on the eve of the 2020 election as major technology companies limited the spread of the story, enraging Republicans. Numerous news organizations, including The Washington Post, have since authenticated the emails and reported on their contents while not finding evidence to corroborate sweeping claims of wrongdoing by the elder Biden.
At a campaign rally in June, Trump said of the statement's signatories, "They should be prosecuted for what they did." And this week, in announcing that John Ratcliffe, his former Director of National Intelligence, would be his pick to run the CIA, Trump said his nominee stood against the "51 intelligence officials ... lying about Hunter Biden's laptop."
Jordan, who heads a subcommittee on the "weaponization of the federal government,'' launched an investigation last year into efforts to "discredit'' the New York Post story, demanding documents from the signatories of the statement and, in some cases, deposing them behind closed doors.
"At the end of the day I don't think any of us did anything wrong," said Larry Pfeiffer, one of the signatories and a former chief of staff to CIA Director Michael V. Hayden. "We were just exercising our First Amendment rights on a situation we felt we had experience and expertise on."
But the process itself was "stressful," recalled Pfeiffer, who said he nonetheless planned to stay put.
Hayden, another signatory, also said he had no immediate plans to leave the country or take other drastic steps to protect himself from Trump's retribution. "Not yet," he wrote in an email before the election. "Maybe later."
The former CIA director pointed to his advanced age of 79 and health issues as impediments to such measures. "But most of all I'm worried about the country," he wrote. He said this week that his plans hadn't shifted significantly since Trump's victory.
John Brennan, also a former CIA director who signed the statement, was more emphatic.
"Trump certainly will seek retribution against his enemies, but I have no plans to decamp abroad," he said. "I served my country for nearly three-and-a-half decades, so the likes of Trump will not chase me away."

Former CIA director John Brennan testifies before the House Intelligence Committee in 2017. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


Another signatory who spoke on the condition of anonymity is applying for citizenship in a European country, saying the concern is about the investigations alone, even if they go nowhere.
"They're going to start looking for something, and here's the thing -- the process is the punishment," said the signatory, a former U.S. official. "They can bankrupt us just through the investigation."
The irony, said this former official, is "we are people who manage risk for a living -- life and death." Now, the former official said, some of the country's top national security officials are uncertain about how to protect themselves and their families from a threat that could come from their own government.
Another signatory said he could move to another country, but "that's the break-glass time when the rule of law in America is completely falling apart." The former official, who spent several years in conflict zones on counterterrorism missions, said he has received death threats over the 2020 statement.
At one point the GOP committee majority wanted to "haul all 51 of us" to a hearing, which never happened. "Is that what they want -- a Russian trial with all of us in a cage?"
The decision to apply for foreign citizenship was a painful one for a veteran of Trump's first administration who has publicly rebuked him and campaigned for Democrats.
"There's a certain part of me that says, 'I'm an American. I have every right to be in this country.'"
But this person started the application process over the summer, when Trump's victory seemed likely. And the fear mounted as "deep state" lists began to circulate.
"Am I at the top of the list?" this person mused. "I don't know, maybe."
A former senior national security official who is on the "deep state" list compiled by Patel said there are certain factors that give him a degree of security, namely that he no longer works for the government or has a security clearance that could be revoked.
"They can't take away my job, my health insurance, my pension," the former official said.
But "what if he goes completely off the rails and decides one day to just start rounding up the enemies?" the former official added. "He could sign an executive order and say, 'I'm suspending habeas and authorizing the temporary detention of people who pose a national security threat to the United States.'"
The former official, who has been in Trump's crosshairs before, said: "Right now I don't have any intention to go anywhere. I'm an American. I spent my entire career protecting and defending this country."
But the former official said his family is worried. "They don't want to go through what they've already been through again, and they worry about me being victimized by some baseless criminal investigation," the former official said. So his family is having "hard conversations."
And right now, he said, "everyone is just trying to figure out what the future holds."
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RFK Jr. faces battles in quest to change America's food
Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s push to strip processed food out of school lunch and limit food dye marks a shift in how Trump is planning to regulate the nation's food.
By Rachel Roubein, Lauren Weber, Michael Scherer, David Ovalle | 2024-11-14

Food containers shown at the School Nutrition Association's annual conference in 2023. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Robert F. Kennedy Jr. made a pledge last month on Fox News: He would get processed food out of school lunches "immediately" if he is given a position in a second Trump administration.
The message shocked nutrition experts who remember how Trump's first administration fought against stricter school lunch standards. In 2017, Sonny Perdue -- Trump's agriculture secretary -- declared he would "make school meals great again," and for the next four years, he and other Republicans waged an assault on Michelle Obama's efforts to design healthier school menus when she was first lady.
Kennedy's expected role in overseeing aspects of food policy in the new administration marks a significant shift in how Trump is planning to regulate the nation's food.
Some of the ideas Kennedy is pushing -- such as stripping ultra-processed food from school cafeterias and cracking down on food dye -- have found public support on the right and left. But the notion of putting Kennedy, founder of a prominent anti-vaccine group, in a position to shape health policy has alarmed some federal health officials and public health experts as well as the food industry. They worry about his stated desire to fire nutritionists at the Food and Drug Administration; his promotion of products and medicines the agency has previously warned against, such as raw milk and hydroxychloroquine; and his history of promoting debunked claims about vaccine safety.
"Here's a man who presents himself as an advocate for science but embraces the least scientific aspects of the medical system," said Peter Lurie, president of the Center for Science in the Public Interest, a nonprofit that warns about the drawbacks of ultra-processed food and food dye. He was also a former top FDA official in the Obama administration.
Kennedy faults Democrats for failing to prioritize healthy food.
"The fact that Democratic sachems are debating whether their party should support public health as a political strategy rather than embracing it as a core value is testimony to how out of touch and morally bankrupt the party has become," Kennedy told The Washington Post. "Healthy food and clean, uncorrupted government agencies ought not to be partisan issues."
On social media and talk shows, Kennedy repeatedly hammers the food industry, claiming it is "mass poisoning" the American public.
He has said Trump wants to "get the chemicals" out of food. Kennedy has also targeted McDonald's fries and falsely claimed that Fruit Loops in Canada have just two or three ingredients. He has argued against consuming seed oils, though nutritionists push back against scientifically questionable claims that such oils are toxic. And he wants to bar food stamps from being used to buy soda or processed foods.
Overhauling food policy generally takes years, and some experts say such campaign promises could run into the realities of governing. But in 2025, the Trump administration will be charged with writing the next iteration of the Dietary Guidelines for Americans, a publication that provides recommendations every five years for what Americans should eat to promote health and is a cornerstone of federal nutrition policy. Those guidelines, experts say, could give Kennedy a built-in vehicle to attempt to put his stamp on the nation's food policy.
If Kennedy does push for regulations -- such as limiting access to ultra-processed foods and banning food dyes -- that would be a significant change for an industry accustomed to viewing the Republican Party as an ally, said Martin Hahn, a partner at Hogan Lovells whose work on behalf of the food industry focuses on industry regulations. The Biden administration has been working on potential labeling requirements for food packages as well as a "healthy" label for certain types of food.
"If RFK implements his agenda, we would be looking at everything the Biden administration was doing and putting them on steroids," Hahn said, arguing that Kennedy's policies could lead to higher grocery prices.
Food industry lobbyists say science should undergird any changes Kennedy wants to make to food regulations.
"We want to have predictable regulatory systems that are based on science and risk and that allow us as industry to meet consumers' needs," said Sarah Gallo, a senior vice president of the Consumer Brands Association.
In recent weeks, Kennedy has said he wants to root out conflicts of interest among experts involved in setting nutrition guidelines and revisit ingredients not used in food sold in other countries.
Trump's promise to let Kennedy "go wild on the food" came as the two men aligned on their Make America Healthy Again (MAHA) initiative aimed at tackling chronic disease and childhood illness. Trump advisers have praised Kennedy's campaign appearances ever since he abandoned his third-party bid for president and endorsed Trump, and the president-elect has said Kennedy will be given a significant position in his administration. The two are strange bedfellows, as Trump proudly has served McDonald's at the White House while Kennedy this week called the Big Macs and Kentucky Fried Chicken on Trump's campaign plane "poison."

Karla Arroyo prepares sausage rolls for student lunches at Annandale Terrace Elementary School in Virginia in 2023. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post)


Kennedy's ascension has energized some Democrats such as Vani Hari, an author and activist known as the Food Babe who has 2 million followers on Instagram. Hari, who said she twice served as an Obama delegate in North Carolina, organized an October protest at Kellogg's Michigan headquarters demanding the company remove food dyes.
She said she believes that Kennedy can work to root out "corruption" in federal agencies by curbing influence of industry-funded research and leaning on Trump to ban thousands of chemicals she says are harmful that are used only by companies in the United States. "No doubt he is going to need bipartisan participation," Hari said of Kennedy.
Trump has yet to specify whether Kennedy will be nominated for a Cabinet-level position or given an advisory role such as White House health czar. Sen. Ron Johnson (R-Wisconsin) said he believes next year's Republican-controlled Senate could confirm Kennedy to lead the Department of Health and Human Services if Trump were to nominate him.
Johnson said when Kennedy called him over the summer asking about his chances of confirmation, "First words out of my mouth is, 'Bobby, this is the answer to my prayers,'" Johnson told reporters Tuesday.
Spokespeople for Trump's transition team did not respond to requests for comment.
Tackling ultra-processed foods is complex, nutrition experts say. The FDA has said the association between ultra-processed food and poor health outcomes is concerning, but that gaps remain in understanding how those foods impact health. While more studies are underway, the FDA has initiatives to crack down on saturated fat, sodium and added sugars and review chemicals found in food sold in stores, according to an agency spokeswoman.
Susan Mayne, former director of the FDA's Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition under Obama, Trump and Biden, said existing regulations are robust but that the agency needs more scientists reviewing chemicals found in processed food. If career scientists with highly specialized expertise leave, "they would be extremely hard to replace," said Mayne, referring to Kennedy's threats to cut federal employees and the risk of antiscience policies driving off federal workers.
Kennedy last week threatened to gut entire departments at the FDA, saying the agency's nutritionists "have to go" because they are "not doing their job." The specter of a mass firing prompted FDA Commissioner Robert Califf to defend the staff as "hardworking people" in his remarks Tuesday at a cancer research nonprofit's annual meeting. Current and former officials say they worry that doing so would harm public health.
"It's really extraordinary to at one point say you're very concerned about the health and nutrition of the American public and in the same breath say that you'll eliminate or remove these staff who are responsible for enacting that protection," said a senior FDA official who spoke on the condition of anonymity to be candid. "It just doesn't make sense to me."
Kennedy's proposals to clean house at the FDA's nutrition department aren't far off what some nutrition advocates have been pushing for, said Lindsey Smith Taillie, associate professor of nutrition at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She pointed to frustrations with the Biden administration's inability to push through labeling requirements for food packages to alert consumers to unhealthy products -- regulations that have been delayed again and again.
"It underscores the point that they've been pretty ineffective at doing anything meaningful," she said, arguing that food companies had too much say in the FDA's work.

Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump visits the Great Commoner cafe with Robert F. Kennedy Jr., second from right, on Nov. 1 in Dearborn, Michigan. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)


The FDA has been under pressure to overhaul its food program. In the wake of the 2022 infant formula crisis, Califf asked an outside group to evaluate the food program; the resulting report offered a blistering critique of the agency's structure and culture. Last month, the FDA finalized a massive reorganization that created a new Human Foods Program tasked with overseeing all of the agency's food safety and nutrition-related activities. The agency is recruiting a director for its new Nutrition Center of Excellence.
An FDA spokeswoman said that the agency is committed to advancing its nutrition portfolio, but that the resources it has been given are limited compared with the burden of diet-related chronic disease.
Marion Nestle, a retired professor of nutrition, food studies and public health at New York University, said she supports Kennedy's proposal to get ultra-processed foods out of schools. But she criticized the hypocrisy of an administration that had previously pushed back on efforts to make school lunches healthier.
"Now we have Republicans saying essentially what the Obama administration was trying to do but that Republicans blocked at every turn," she said.
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Trump pick resurfaces questions about Tulsi Gabbard's 2017 Syria visit
The meetings with Syrian President Bashar al-Assad hung over Gabbard, Trump's choice for director of national intelligence, as she ran for president in 2020.
By Bryan Pietsch | 2024-11-14

Tulsi Gabbard in February 2023. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


In January 2017, Tulsi Gabbard, then a Democrat representing Hawaii's 2nd District in the House of Representatives, took a trip to Syria on a "fact-finding mission" that perhaps raised more questions than it answered.
Gabbard -- named Wednesday by President-elect Donald Trump as his pick for director of national intelligence -- wrote in a blog post at the time that she went to the country to "see and hear directly from the Syrian people" impacted by the devastating civil war there.
And, she divulged, she met with Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, whose regime is backed by Iran and Russia and stands accused of killing hundreds of thousands of civilians.
Gabbard said in an interview with Jake Tapper on CNN after the trip that she went to Syria because of the "suffering of the Syrian people that has been weighing heavily on my heart."
The meeting with Assad, she said, was not planned. But when "the opportunity arose to meet with him," she did so because "we've got to be able to meet with anyone that we need to if there's a possibility that we could achieve peace. And that's exactly what we talked about."
Gabbard met with Assad twice while she was in Syria, the Honolulu Civil Beat reported, citing travel forms. She first met with Assad for an hour and a half shortly after arriving in Damascus and again for 30 minutes two days later, the Civil Beat reported.
It is not unusual for members of Congress to travel abroad or meet with foreign leaders, but it is rare for them to do so with leaders who are accused of committing atrocities against their own people or are seen as unfriendly to the United States. The United States is the largest single donor of humanitarian aid for the Syrian people, according to the State Department.
Gabbard has likened her meeting with Assad to Trump's meeting with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un.
The trip and meetings with Assad hung over Gabbard in 2019 as she sought the 2020 Democratic nomination for president, and they have again been raised following Trump's announcement.
"What do you say to Democratic voters who watched you go over there, and what do you say to military members who have been deployed repeatedly in Syria, pushing back against Assad?" Kasie Hunt asked Gabbard on MSNBC in February 2019. Gabbard said U.S. troops have been deployed "without understanding what the clear mission or objective is."
Asked whether Assad was an enemy, she said he is "not the enemy of the United States because Syria does not pose a direct threat to the United States."
Charles Lister, director of the Syria program at the Middle East Institute, said Wednesday the trip "was an outrage at the time, and equally so today." Lister said Gabbard's refusal to "acknowledge the Assad regime's crimes following her return to Washington speaks volumes about her views."
"It's not an exaggeration to say that key U.S. allies will be extremely wary of sharing intelligence with the U.S. with Tulsi Gabbard at the helm," he said.
Rep. Abigail Spanberger (D-Virginia), a former CIA case officer, wrote on X that she was "appalled" at Trump's decision. "Not only is she ill-prepared and unqualified, but she traffics in conspiracy theories and cozies up to dictators like Bashar-al Assad and Vladimir Putin," Spanberger said. "As a Member of the House Intelligence Committee, I am deeply concerned about what this nomination portends for our national security."
A representative for Gabbard did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Gabbard, who left the Democratic Party and later declared that she was a Republican, became a close adviser to Trump during his 2024 campaign. But aside from her prior political affiliations, she has also diverged from him on a number of issues, including Syria.
She has repeatedly described Trump as a liar and a hypocrite for his actions in Syria. In April 2017, the United States launched 59 cruise missiles at a Syrian airfield in its first direct attack on Syrian government positions since the start of the civil war there. The attack on al-Shayrat Air Base was "in retaliation for the regime of Bashar Assad using nerve agents to attack his own people," the Pentagon said at the time.
Trump said the Syrian attack on "innocent civilians" was "horrible" and caused a "slow and brutal death for so many."
Gabbard called the U.S. strike "dangerous, rash and unconstitutional" and said Trump acted "recklessly."
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Gaetz resigned days before ethics investigation report was expected
The former congressman resigned soon after being nominated as President-elect Trump's attorney general.
By Marianna Sotomayor, Jacqueline Alemany, Marianne LeVine | 2024-11-14

Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-Florida) speaks at a campaign rally for Donald Trump in Henderson, Nevada, last month. (Mike Blake/Reuters)


The House Ethics Committee was set to vote this week on releasing a report about Matt Gaetz (R-Florida), who resigned from Congress on Wednesday after being picked as President-elect Donald Trump's attorney general, according to four people familiar with the matter.
The Ethics Committee is still expected to meet and could release the report as soon as Friday, said the people, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive conversations.
Gaetz has been under investigation by House Ethics, a bipartisan committee made up of an equal number of Republicans and Democrats, for allegations that he may have engaged in sexual misconduct and illegal drug use and accepted improper gifts. If a lawmaker is under investigation by the committee and resigns, is expelled or leaves Congress, the Ethics Committee immediately ceases any ongoing investigation.

From a sex-trafficking scandal to a feud with former House Speaker Kevin McCarthy, these are Rep. Matt Gaetz's (R-Florida) most notable moments.


While the panel no longer has jurisdiction to punish a former member, the bipartisan panel could vote to release the report publicly if a majority of committee members agree to do so, or transmit it to the Justice Department or the Senate Ethics Committee.
Gaetz did not immediately respond to a request for comment. The news that the committee was supposed to vote this week was first reported by Punchbowl News.
It is not yet clear if there is any connection between the timing of the Gaetz announcement and the possible release of the report on the investigation.
After Trump met with House Republicans in Washington on Wednesday morning, Gaetz flew back to Florida with him on his private plane, according to three people familiar with the matter, who also spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive issues.
By the afternoon, Trump named Gaetz as his pick for attorney general, a move that stunned many Senate and House Republicans. Not long afterward, the Florida lawmaker submitted his resignation, with House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) telling reporters that it was "effective immediately."

House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) said on Nov. 13 that Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-Florida) submitted his resignation after being picked for attorney general.


In an update on the investigation into Gaetz, the 10-member panel, which rarely discloses information about ongoing investigations, said this summer that it had "determined that certain of the allegations merit continued review." The committee announced that it had also identified new lines of inquiry that merited review, including whether Gaetz "dispensed special privileges and favors to individuals with whom he had a personal relationship, and sought to obstruct government investigations of his conduct."
The committee also cleared him of some allegations, saying it would "take no further action at the time on the allegations that [Gaetz] may have shared inappropriate images or videos on the House floor, misused state identification records, converted campaign funds to personal use, and/or accepted a bribe or improper gratuity."
Gaetz "categorically denied" all of the allegations to the committee, but the committee noted the "difficulty in obtaining relevant information" from him. The unusual disclosure came in response to Gaetz's criticism that the committee was "opening new frivolous investigations" into his activities.
"This is Soviet. Kevin McCarthy showed them the man, and they are now trying to find the crime," he posted on X at the time, referencing the former speaker of the House.
Gaetz last year led the charge to oust McCarthy and has become widely reviled by many colleagues. Rep. Garret Graves (R-Louisiana), one of McCarthy's closest confidants, laughed Wednesday when he was asked how he and the former speaker feel about Gaetz.
Several House Republican lawmakers and aides, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to express their shock at the pick, joked that Gaetz's appointment to attorney general was one way for him to no longer be investigated by the House Ethics Committee.
Typically, a committee would inform a member's defense lawyer of the timing of an investigation -- and whether a report is forthcoming, often offering the opportunity to provide a rebuttal or a statement.
Gaetz was cleared in a federal sex-trafficking investigation in 2022 by the department he has now been tapped to lead after career prosecutors recommended against charging him. The investigation, started in late 2020, examined whether he paid for sex in violation of federal sex-trafficking laws and his dealings with a then-17-year-old girl.
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Republicans win House majority, securing sweeping power in Washington
With the presidency, the Senate and the House in hand, the Republican Party ushers in a new political era
By Marianna Sotomayor | 2024-11-14

House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) welcomes President-elect Donald Trump at a House Republicans conference meeting Wednesday in Washington. (Andrew Harnik/Getty Images)


Republicans won control of the House of Representatives on Wednesday, according to a projection by the Associated Press, handing the party a sweep and ushering in a new era in Washington.
With the presidency, the Senate and the House in hand, the Republican Party has a powerful governing trifecta. President-elect Donald Trump and his close ally, Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) have promised an overhaul of the federal government and profound changes to domestic and foreign policy.
"We're going to raise an America First banner above this place," Johnson said, gesturing to the Capitol dome during a news conference earlier this week.

President-elect Donald Trump appeared at a congressional Republicans' meeting near the Capitol ahead of his scheduled White House visit on Nov. 13.


Republican Rep. Juan Ciscomani defeated Democrat Kirsten Engel in the race for Arizona's 6th Congressional District, giving the GOP enough seats to take control of the House.
While the House GOP agenda has yet to be released, Republican leaders said they would prioritize passing a robust border security bill before working with the Senate to quickly reauthorize Trump's 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act.
Johnson said House Republicans have a mandate to quickly implement Trump's policies, such as significantly scaling back environmental regulations and ending what he called "wokeness and radical gender ideology."
The biggest challenge to that vision may come from within the party itself. House Republicans will likely enter the 119th Congress with a slim majority. Johnson will have to navigate pressure from Trump to find votes among moderate Republicans who may not support his more unorthodox policies, as well as hard-liners who revolt when policies are not conservative enough.
Trump has in recent days narrowed the Republican majority, poaching Rep. Elise Stefanik (R-New York) and Rep. Michael Waltz (R-Florida) to serve in his Cabinet. Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-Florida) resigned his House seat Wednesday, the same day Trump announced he would be nominated as attorney general. Waltz would immediately become Trump's national security adviser once the president-elect is inaugurated on Jan. 20. Stefanik would resign from the House after being confirmed by the Senate to be U.N. ambassador.

House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) said on Nov. 13 that Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-Florida) submitted his resignation after being picked for attorney general.


"President Trump fully understands and appreciates the math here," Johnson said. "I don't expect that we will have more members leaving."
House Republicans were able to flip three districts across Michigan and Pennsylvania, powered in part by Trump's ability to turn out loyal voters who sat out during the 2022 midterms. They've picked up a fourth seat in Colorado, where the Democratic incumbent conceded ahead of an Associated Press call.
But Republicans also lost three seats in New York after Democrats, led in part by Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York), launched a coordinated campaign to boost their candidates. They also lost a fourth seat in California.
The GOP win in many ways defied expectations. In the lead-up to Election Day, the Democratic Party appeared to have momentum. The last two years of Republican control have been defined by intraparty battles, most notably the first ouster of a House speaker in U.S. history.
Instead, voters in numerous states remain concerned about high prices, public safety and immigration -- all issues they seemed to trust Republicans to handle better than Democrats. Republicans were able to maintain the inroads they have made with working-class voters and Latinos, two constituencies that were once reliable Democratic blocs.
"Shocking to me," one House Republican said. "Everyone is surprised by the numbers."

Democratic Caucus Chair Rep. Pete Aguilar (D-Calif.) said the party needs to do better on speaking about kitchen table issues on Nov. 13.


House Democrats remained in a state of shock as they watched their chances of keeping the majority slip away. During their caucus call last week, Democrats were somber over losing voters who overwhelmingly elected Trump to a second term. But House Democrats largely realized that their candidates and incumbents overperformed Harris, winning in districts that Trump won handily.
In a statement, Jeffries, who had hoped to hold the speaker's gavel, said that "House Democrats gave it our all."
"While we will not regain control of the Congress in January, falling just a few seats short, House Democrats will hold Republicans to a razor-thin majority. That is unprecedented in a so-called presidential wave election," he added.
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Trump picks Rep. Matt Gaetz, outspoken ally, as attorney general
The Florida congressman would be the first U.S. attorney general in four decades who never worked as a government attorney or judge.
By Perry Stein, Josh Dawsey, Tobi Raji | 2024-11-14

Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-Florida) addresses the Conservative Political Action Conference in National Harbor, Maryland, on Feb. 23. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post) 


Donald Trump announced Wednesday that he would nominate Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-Florida) to serve as the nation's next attorney general, a pick that would install an outspoken Trump loyalist who has spent years deriding the purported weaponization of the Justice Department at the helm of the agency.
Gaetz, a divisive figure within his own party, would be the first U.S. attorney general in four decades who never worked as a government attorney or judge. He often mimics Trump's incendiary and partisan language when talking about prosecutions and political enemies. Soon after Trump announced his selection, Gaetz resigned his seat in Congress.
The attorney general is one of the most high-profile and consequential Cabinet picks for any president. Trump's appointee will be crucial in determining whether the Justice Department delivers on his vows to wield the law enforcement agency to investigate his opponents.
Gaetz, 42, was under federal investigation in a sex-trafficking scandal and has used that probe to fuel his claims that the Justice Department is corrupt and politicized. The investigation, which was started during the Trump administration, did not result in charges.
He would lead the Justice Department's more than 100,000 employees at a time when Trump's allies are calling for a purge of career staffers who may have fought some of Trump's efforts during his first term or worked on cases involving the president-elect or his supporters.
Gaetz would be a sharp contrast from Attorney General Merrick Garland, tapped by President Joe Biden because he was a longtime federal judge and viewed as a political moderate who could restore departmental norms after a tumultuous first Trump administration. Garland repeatedly pledged to maintain a Justice Department free from political interference, though Republicans have criticized the agency's two historic criminal cases against Trump as politicized.
The Justice Department has traditionally operated independently from the White House, under political norms established after Watergate to guard against political influence in criminal investigations. But Trump and his allies -- including Gaetz -- have made clear that in a second term, Trump would exercise much more control over prosecutions.
"The DOJ is part of the Executive Branch," Gaetz tweeted in 2020. "They are not some unelected 4th branch of government, aloof to the administration's vision and direction."
Gaetz was not among the names that had circulated publicly as a potential attorney general in the days since the election. His selection stunned people even within Trump's inner circle and drew some skepticism on Capitol Hill, including from several lawmakers in the incoming 53-seat majority.
But Gaetz was at Mar-a-Lago, Trump's Florida home, on at least two nights last week, and he traveled with the president-elect to Washington on Wednesday. Gaetz has a longtime professional relationship with Susie Wiles, Trump's newly chosen chief of staff, who brought him in to prepare Trump for presidential debates.
"There is a brashness to Gaetz that is appealing to the president for such an important task, which is destroying the old guard at DOJ," said one Trump adviser, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss the president-elect's thinking. "When you're renovating your kitchen, you can use a small hammer or a sledgehammer, and Matt is the sledgehammer."
Two key Republican moderates indicated they probably would vote against Gaetz. Sen. Susan Collins (Maine) said she was "shocked" by Trump's choice, while Sen. Lisa Murkowski (Alaska) said Gaetz was not a serious contender for the job.
"I have very few skills -- vote-counting is one, and I think he's got a lot of work to get 50," said Sen. Thom Tillis (R-North Carolina), a member of the Judiciary Committee. He noted that Gaetz probably would not gain a single Democratic vote and had jousted with Republican senators in the past, leading to poor relationships with some.
"I think he's got his work cut out for him," said Sen. Joni Ernst (R-Iowa), adding that she is a big fan of Matt Whitaker, a former acting attorney general during the first Trump administration who was also in contention for the job.
Sen Lindsey Graham (South Carolina), who is currently the ranking Republican on the Senate Judiciary Committee, said he was a little surprised that Trump picked Gaetz and predicted that he would face "tough questions" at his confirmation hearing. But Graham also called Gaetz clever and said he is inclined to support presidential nominations.
Gaetz was under investigation by the House Ethics Committee in connection with the sex-trafficking scandal, but that probe automatically ended once he resigned his seat. His extreme views and provocative remarks could cause upheaval in the Justice Department, potentially prompting career staffers to flee.
Some DOJ and FBI employees have already begun plotting their exits, a senior U.S. official said, believing it will be war between Trump and his political appointees and the rest of the department after Inauguration Day. The official spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive topic.
The Justice Department's investigation of Gaetz stretched for years, though prosecutors closed the probe last year without pressing charges. The Washington Post reported in 2022 that career prosecutors told their superiors a conviction was unlikely in part because of questions regarding the two central witnesses' credibility.
Investigators were examining Gaetz's alleged involvement several years earlier with a girl who was 17 at that time, trying to determine if he paid for sex in violation of federal sex-trafficking laws, people familiar with the matter have told The Post, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss investigative details that had not been made public.
Gaetz denied wrongdoing, saying he has never paid for sex and calling the investigation proof that the department is corrupt and politicized. "Although I'm sure some partisan crooks in Merrick Garland's Justice Department want to pervert the truth and the law to go after me, I will not be intimidated or extorted," the congressman wrote in an 2021 op-ed in the Washington Examiner.
When running for reelection this year, Gaetz touted his close relationship with Trump. "This is Donald Trump's party, and I'm a Donald Trump Republican," one campaign ad showed him proclaiming at a rally.
He was one of nearly 150 House Republicans who voted to overturn Biden's election victory on Jan. 6, 2021, and he defended the mob of Trump supporters who attacked the U.S. Capitol that day.
"We're ashamed of nothing," he publicly said in 2022.
Gaetz has called on multiple occasions to defund and abolish the Justice Department, which also oversees the FBI, Drug Enforcement Administration and Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives. He has said his repudiation of the agency stems from his belief that it has gone after Republicans while protecting Democrats.
"We either get this government back on our side, or we defund and abolish the FBI, DOJ, CDC, ATF, and any other agency that will not come to heel!" he said in March 2023.
Gaetz is disliked by many of his House Republican colleagues. He led the controversial and unorthodox effort to remove then-House Speaker Kevin McCarthy (R-California) last year and at times has broken with party leaders on key votes.
Trump had two Senate-confirmed attorneys general and multiple acting leaders of the Justice Department during his first term in the White House. He forced his first attorney general, Jeff Sessions, to resign after Sessions recused himself from control of the investigation into alleged Russian interference in the 2016 presidential campaign.
His second attorney general, William P. Barr, left after the 2020 election, when Trump was pressuring him to announce investigations of political foes and unfounded White House claims of widespread election fraud.
The Justice Department became even more chaotic in the final weeks of Trump's presidency, as Trump attempted to pressure acting attorney general Jeffrey Rosen to help him overturn Biden's victory.
When Rosen wouldn't, Trump considered installing a different acting attorney general who would help overturn the result -- but was dissuaded when officials warned him that it would lead to mass resignations within the department.
Mark Berman, Liz Goodwin, Marianne Levine, Ence Morse, Marianna Sotomayor and Dylan Wells contributed to this report.
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Fear, celebration as Washington scrutinizes Trump pick to run Pentagon
Pete Hegseth has none of the customary experience for running the Pentagon. Several Republicans said they were surprised by Trump's choice.
By Dan Lamothe, Abigail Hauslohner | 2024-11-14

Pete Hegseth attends a Fox News New Year's event in Nashville in 2021. (Brett Carlsen/Getty Images)


President-elect Donald Trump's decision to select as defense secretary Pete Hegseth, an antiestablishment Fox News personality with no experience running a government agency, has triggered both fear and celebration in Washington about a possible hostile takeover of the Pentagon while raising questions about how closely the Republican-run Senate will scrutinize his nomination.
Hegseth, a National Guard veteran who served a tour each in Iraq and Afghanistan, has spent the past decade as commentator and then host on Fox News, criticizing the inclusion of women in combat units and calling recently for the firing of the sitting chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff along with other senior brass over their support of diversity programs. As defense secretary, he would be entrusted with a global workforce of more than 3 million military and civilian personnel, an annual budget of more than $800 billion, and stewardship of nuclear weapons.
Trump mused aloud about making Hegseth his defense secretary during a June appearance on Hegseth's show, "Fox & Friends Weekend."
"I'd put him in charge! ... I often think of it," Trump said after Hegseth urged him to "rip" the "woke stuff" out of the Pentagon should he return to the Oval Office.
Chuck Hagel, a Republican who served as defense secretary in the Obama administration and as a senator before that, said in an interview Wednesday that while Trump has the constitutional authority to select whom he wants for his Cabinet, the Senate is charged with oversight and confirmation of those selections. Hegseth's history of wading into seemingly settled culture-war issues to criticize women serving in combat units, reject transgender service members, and criticize the military's long-standing emphasis on diversity leaves Hagel wondering, he said, if Hegseth will support and defend all who serve in uniform.
"I'm hopeful that the Senate will do the right things -- will be smart and tough and deliberate and independent," said Hagel, who faced his own protracted confirmation battle in the Senate in 2013. "I get Republican-and-Democrat. I get who's in the White House. I get all that. But you've still got to have a Senate and the courageous senators who will ask tough questions of their own party and of their own president."
Hegseth, 44, did not respond to requests for comment for this report. As of Wednesday evening, he had made no public comments about his selection.
Eric Edelman, who served in the Pentagon during the administration of President George W. Bush and more recently organized against Trump, credited Hegseth for his wartime service. But he said that recent events, including Trump's threats to use the military in a mass deportation of migrants, has highlighted there is a "nontrivial chance" that in the first two weeks of the Trump administration the Pentagon will be thrust into a major institutional and constitutional crisis.
The defense secretary position is among the most difficult in government, Edelman said, adding that Hegseth's dearth of experience at senior levels of industry, Congress or in the U.S. government make it a "big stretch" to think he's ready to run the Pentagon.
"The confirmation hearing is going to be an interesting, interesting test of how much independence is left among Republicans in the Senate or whether ... Donald Trump is, in effect, a dictator of the Republican Party," Edelman said.
On Wednesday, Democrats in the Senate expressed skepticism or full opposition to Hegseth's selection while many Republicans involved in defense policy oversight and spending acknowledged they had been caught off guard by the president-elect's announcement a night prior and knew little to nothing about him.
"I don't know him. I haven't met him," said Sen. Deb Fischer (Nebraska), the top Republican on the strategic forces subcommittee of the Senate Armed Forces Committee, describing her surprise.
"I didn't know who President Trump's nominee would be, and I had been asking people about who they'd heard," Fischer said in an interview. "So yeah, it's always interesting."
Sen. Susan Collins (Maine), the top Republican on the powerful Senate Appropriations Committee, which controls the Pentagon's budget, said the same: "I would need to do a great deal more work before being able to offer an informed opinion."
Sen. Mike Rounds (South Dakota), another senior Republican on the Armed Services Committee, said the fact Hegseth is largely a mystery to lawmakers would mean they'll want to learn "strategically" what he hopes to accomplish.
"There's never going to be a perfect individual, or at least not very often, for jobs of such importance," Rounds said. "So we're going to have to ask him questions about that, you know, how do you approach this? What do you want to make for changes? What type of management style would you show us?"

Pete Hegseth speaks in New York City in 2019. (Michael Brochstein/Sipa USA/AP)


Trump ally Sen. Josh Hawley (R-Missouri) said he hasn't "heard any grousing from Republican senators" about Hegseth's nomination. On the contrary, he said, the new Republican Senate majority has given every indication that it will rally to approve Trump's nominees and get to work on implementing Trump's agenda.
Every senator who competed Wednesday to be among the six leaders of the Senate Republican conference stressed to their colleagues behind closed doors that they would support Trump's agenda and nominees, Hawley said.
"It was very much push, push, push, push, push. ... The leader candidates for all the positions were like, 'There is no daylight between me and Donald Trump,'" he said.
Sen. Roger Wicker (R-Mississippi), who is expected to become the Senate Armed Services Committee chairman in January, told CNN on Wednesday that he is "delighted at the prospect" of working with Hegseth and has no concerns about his qualifications.
Rep. Mike D. Rogers (R-Alabama), chairman of the House Armed Services Committee, who also was considered for the defense secretary job in the new administration, said the Trump campaign called him before the election and asked him to come to New York for an interview. Rogers was on the way to Ukraine and Poland at the time, he said, and the campaign never attempted to reschedule.
Asked whether Hegseth could garner the simple majority of votes he'll need to be confirmed for the job, Rogers laughed. "You'll have to ask those boys on the other end of the Capitol," he said.
Another member of the House Armed Services Committee, Rep. Carlos Gimenez (R-Florida), said that Hegseth's selection was "unorthodox" but that he thought he could be effective. "He's obviously very well-educated and also been in the Army, and he has some strong thoughts on it," Gimenez said. "You need somebody that's not stuck in the same paradigm to lead."
Rep. Derrick Van Orden (R-Wisconsin), a former Navy SEAL who was elected to Congress after joining Trump's Jan. 6, 2021, rally to challenge the 2020 election, said he was "very excited" about Hegseth's nomination.
"I couldn't sleep last night," he told reporters Wednesday.
Sen. Tammy Duckworth (D-Illinois), an Army National Guard combat veteran who lost both legs in Iraq and served previously as the assistant secretary of veterans affairs, blasted Hegseth on Wednesday as "wholly unqualified for the job."
"But we'll see if Republicans fall in line for Donald Trump," she added, predicting that they will. "I think Republicans would do anything for Donald Trump. They've rolled over [for] him time and again, and I'm sure they'll be more than willing to confirm somebody who's wholly unqualified."
The results, Duckworth predicted, "will be disastrous for our country." She zeroed in on his past comments about women in combat units, which include him saying in a podcast interview published last week that he was "straight-up just saying we should not have women in combat roles."
"We have over 225,000 women serving in uniform," Duckworth said. Elevating to defense secretary a person "who has made it clear he doesn't value them, is not helpful to morale, to retention, to recruiting."
Meryl Kornfield, Marianna Sotomayor and Liz Goodwin contributed to this report.
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Trump picks Gaetz and Gabbard for top jobs, daring Senate GOP to defy him
Trump's decision to tap Gaetz for attorney general, Gabbard for intelligence and Hegseth for defense will test the Republican-led Senate's fealty to the president-elect.
By Isaac Arnsdorf, Josh Dawsey | 2024-11-14

Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-Florida), center left, takes a selfie with President Donald Trump following his State of the Union address on Jan. 30, 2018. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Donald Trump named Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-Florida), a fierce ally and a divisive figure who was investigated for sex trafficking but not criminally charged, as his pick for attorney general, the nation's top law enforcement job, on Wednesday.
Minutes earlier, the president-elect had announced that he would tap former congresswoman Tulsi Gabbard of Hawaii, who has no direct experience in intelligence, as his director of national intelligence.

From a sex-trafficking scandal to a feud with former House Speaker Kevin McCarthy, these are Rep. Matt Gaetz's (R-Florida) most notable moments.


Gabbard and Gaetz join Trump's pick to lead the Pentagon, Pete Hegseth, a Fox News weekend co-host who lobbied Trump to pardon military service members accused of war crimes, as choices who would be certain to face near universal opposition from Democrats and have some Republicans expressing concern.
The president-elect's first handful of picks went to people broadly acceptable to his Republican coalition, including his co-campaign manager Susie Wiles as White House chief of staff, Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Florida) as secretary of state and Rep. Mike Waltz (R-Florida) as national security adviser.
But Trump's decision to choose Gabbard, Gaetz and Hegseth stunned senators and some of his own advisers, setting up multiple uphill confirmation battles that will test the incoming president's political clout in the Senate, where his party is expected to hold 53 seats.
Gaetz, who has alienated many members of his own party, had been facing a House ethics probe over allegations of sexual misconduct, illegal drug use and accepting improper gifts. He resigned from Congress on Wednesday. House Ethics Committee Chairman Michael Guest (R-Mississippi), whose committee typically ends inquiries when members resign from Congress, told reporters on Wednesday that the panel would not rush out a report on Gaetz, who has denied any wrongdoing.
Trump is still toying with nominating anti-vaccine activist Robert F. Kennedy Jr. for a Cabinet job, according to two people close to him who, like some others interviewed for this story, spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the president-elect's thinking.
"They think they're owning the libs, but a lot of their nominees' dirty laundry will get aired this way," said Marc Short, a former adviser to Trump's first-term vice president, Mike Pence. "It hurts their own credibility, and I felt like it was off to a good start."

Former U.S. congresswoman Tulsi Gabbard walks to the stage ahead of a town hall event Aug. 29 with Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump in La Crosse, Wisconsin. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post)


Trump took special interest in his choice to lead the Justice Department, advisers said, believing his first-term attorneys general let him down and the Biden administration tried to ruin him with prosecutions that he has said were politicized. Trump was indicted by a federal special counsel acting independently of the White House, and by two local district attorneys who were elected Democrats.
As a member of the House Judiciary Committee, Gaetz frequently pressured Biden administration officials over the Trump prosecutions, investigations into Biden's son Hunter, prosecutions of Trump supporters who breached the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, and communication with social media companies about online misinformation.
"He wants someone who will go to war for him," said one ally, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to speak candidly.

House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) said on Nov. 13 that Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-Florida) submitted his resignation after being picked for attorney general.


Trump's statement announcing Gaetz emphasized the Florida congressman's role in defending him from the special counsel investigation into Russian interference in the 2016 election and commitment to pursuing allegations of political bias at the FBI. Gaetz has repeatedly called for breaking up or abolishing the premier federal law enforcement agency, which is part of the Justice Department.
"Few issues in America are more important than ending the partisan Weaponization of our Justice System. Matt will end Weaponized Government, protect our Borders, dismantle Criminal Organizations and restore Americans' badly-shattered Faith and Confidence in the Justice Department," Trump said in the announcement. "Matt will root out the systemic corruption at DOJ, and return the Department to its true mission of fighting Crime, and upholding our Democracy and Constitution."
Justice Department officials have denied Republican claims of political bias. Since the Watergate scandal, the agency has developed a practice of limiting White House involvement in law enforcement decisions. Trump allies involved in planning a second term said he will bring the department back under direct presidential control, and Trump himself has suggested using the department to retaliate against his critics and political opponents.
Gaetz traveled with Trump to Washington on Wednesday, where the president-elect participated in a customary Oval Office sit-down with the outgoing president, Joe Biden, and visited an exuberant House Republican conference on the cusp of cementing unified control of the government. The president-elect conveyed his expectation for unchallenged command by insisting the next Senate majority leader agree to fast-track his nominees through recess appointments, which would allow his picks to bypass the usual Senate hearings and vote -- a path that might await Gaetz.
Trump finalized his decision to pick Gaetz as they traveled together Wednesday, according to people familiar with the process. Gaetz's name had not appeared in early reports about contenders for the role, who included former acting U.S. attorney general Matt Whitaker, Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton and Missouri Attorney General Andrew Bailey.
"I'm stunned," one Trump adviser said of the attorney general nominee. "He can't get confirmed, I don't think, so it will have to be a recess appointment."
But on Wednesday, the Senate GOP elected John Thune of South Dakota over Florida's Rick Scott, whom Trump privately said he preferred but did not intervene for. Multiple senators reacted skeptically to Gaetz's selection Wednesday.

The incoming Senate Republican majority made their very first major move, electing South Dakota Senator John Thune as their next leader.


"I don't think it's a serious nomination for the attorney general," Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) said. "This one was not on my bingo card."
"I think he's got a lot of work to get 50," Sen. Thom Tillis (R-North Carolina) said.
Gaetz provoked many of his House Republican colleagues, especially during showdowns over electing Kevin McCarthy as speaker in 2023, toppling McCarthy later that year and funding the government. He has a good relationship with Wiles, who brought him in to help prepare Trump for presidential debates this year.
Many of the right edge of Trump's coalition cheered Gaetz's rise.
"Suck on that," former Trump adviser Stephen K. Bannon said in a text message.
Rep. Max L. Miller (R-Ohio) offered reporters a dim view of Gaetz's chances and speculated that Trump could be softening up the Senate for a second choice.
"I think it was rewarding loyalty," Miller said. "I don't think Matt cares if he gets confirmed or not. Everyone's talking about him. This is what he likes the most."
As director of national intelligence, Gabbard, who shares Trump's skepticism of foreign interventions, would lead 18 spy agencies and oversee a budget of $76 billion. But she would face misgivings from the officials and agencies she would lead, mainly because of her perceived sympathy for Russian President Vladimir Putin.
"It is a danger to the American people to place a person who has coddled conspiracy theorists, defended Vladimir Putin, promoted Russian-backed disinformation campaigns, and cozied up to fringe hate groups in our nation's top intelligence post," Democratic National Committee spokesman Alex Floyd said. "Once again, Trump's Cabinet picks are showing that when it comes to our national security and our leadership on the world stage, loyalty to him comes first -- and America comes last."
Gabbard, who represented Hawaii in the House as a Democrat from 2013 to 2021, isolated herself by meeting with and defending Syrian dictator Bashar al-Assad, a Putin ally, in 2017. She ran in the 2020 Democratic presidential primary, receiving positive coverage from Russian state-owned media and automated social media accounts. Sen. Mitt Romney (R-Utah) joined Democrats in criticizing her sympathetic statements toward Russia's position on invading Ukraine.
Gabbard left the Democratic Party in 2022 and endorsed Trump in August. He named her co-chair of his transition team.
Sen. Rand Paul (R-Kentucky) praised her as an "independent voice."
In contrast to Gabbard and Gaetz, Rubio received early signs of bipartisan support. Senate Intelligence Committee Chairman Mark R. Warner (D-Virginia) said, "While we don't always agree, he is smart, talented, and will be a strong voice for American interests around the globe."
Joseph Menn, Liz Goodwin, Marianna Sotomayor, Isaac Stanley-Becker, Paul Kane and Meryl Kornfield contributed to this report.
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Top general faces brewing storm after Trump's Pentagon pick
Pete Hegseth's focus on military culture issues and countering diversity goals intensifies the Trump transition challenge for the Joint Chiefs of Staff chair.
By Missy Ryan | 2024-11-14

Gen. Charles Q. Brown Jr. during his confirmation hearing in 2023 to become chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


Since becoming America's top military officer last year, Air Force Gen. Charles Q. Brown Jr. has hewed to a cautious tack: keeping his views largely to himself, publicly deferring to elected leaders on pressing security questions, and attempting to steer clear of the polarized politics consuming the nation at large.
But Brown was thrust into the heart of a brewing storm Tuesday when President-elect Donald Trump nominated Pete Hegseth, an Army veteran and Fox News host, to become defense secretary, days after Hegseth suggested firing Brown and other senior officers over what he described as a "woke" agenda undermining U.S. military strength. As chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Brown serves as chief military adviser to both the president and the Pentagon chief.
Trump's selection of Hegseth -- who rose to prominence among Trump-aligned conservatives decrying the dangers of Pentagon "wokeism" and advocating defiance of long-standing military norms -- sharply intensifies the challenges facing Brown in the wake of Trump's Nov. 5 victory, as the general must navigate a highly charged presidential transition and shepherd 1.3 million active-duty troops into a new era while staring down a possible dismissal by his incoming boss.
The potential for a high-profile confrontation between the Pentagon's two most senior leaders -- one a telegenic political appointee, the other a circumspect career soldier -- further challenges the military's fraying status as a trusted, apolitical American institution. Polls show that public confidence in the military, intended to act as a national ballast amid shifting political currents, has fallen to its lowest level in decades.
Kori Schake, a senior fellow at the American Enterprise Institute, cautioned that injecting politics into the management of military issues -- even for those who agree with the reasons for doing so -- would accelerate that erosion of trust.
"The best course for him is to continue doing what he thinks serves the best interests of the country, whether that keeps him in his job or gets him fired," Schake said of the general.
Brown, who declined to comment for this article, has not spoken publicly about the comments by Trump or Hegseth.
The Trump campaign did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
A former F-16 pilot, Brown ascended to the top military job in September 2023 with an extensive leadership record, having served as deputy head of U.S. Central Command and chief of U.S. air forces in the Middle East as the military conducted a massive air campaign against the Islamic State. He then commanded air forces in the Pacific before being tapped by Trump as Air Force chief of staff in 2020.
During Brown's swearing-in ceremony in the Oval Office that year, Trump praised the general, calling him "a great gentleman, a great man."
Following a 2017 decision by Congress to extend the chairman's term from two to four years, an attempt to ensure security continuity across administrations, Brown is expected to remain in office until 2027. As a candidate to return to the White House, however, Trump drew a distinction between fighting and "woke" generals, vowing to clear out the latter.
A self-labeled introvert, Brown is described by associates as studious and reserved, often last to speak in a group but concise and direct when he does. Unlike his predecessor, the voluble Army Gen. Mark A. Milley, who was known to regale others with historical lessons and personal stories for hours at a time, Brown typically shares little.
A stickler for schedule and process, he gained wider notice during a moment of national reckoning over race when, following the police killing of George Floyd, he spoke in raw, emotional terms about his experience as a Black man in the U.S. military. While both Brown and Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin are African American, the military's upper ranks have historically been dominated by White men. Brown served as the country's first African American Air Force chief and is only the second Black chairman of the Joint Chiefs.
During his confirmation hearing in 2023, Brown faced pressure over the military's attempts to diversify its ranks and elevate minority personnel, which critics say has undercut military effectiveness and fueled a major recruitment crisis. That included questioning over a 2022 Air Force memo outlining goals for broadening the racial, ethnic and gender composition of Air Force and Space Force candidates.
But Brown has sought to push back on the notion that he supports lowering standards, instead underscoring his backing for merit-based advancement and highlighting his own drive to excel across any demographic group.
"When I put my helmet on and put that visor down and get in that F-16, you don't know who I am. You don't really care. You just want to make sure I'm getting the job done," Brown said this fall. "And that's what we believe about bringing people into our service."

From left, President Joe Biden, Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin, incoming Joint Chiefs chairman Charles Q. Brown Jr. and Gen. Mark A. Milley during a farewell ceremony in 2023 for Milley, the outgoing Joint Chiefs chairman. (Drew Angerer/Getty Images)


The Biden administration has described critics' emphasis on military efforts to foster diversity as distorted and dishonest. Army leaders have noted that recruits receive just one hour of equal-opportunity instruction during basic training, compared with 92 hours of rifle marksmanship instruction.
In the months leading up to this moment, Brown's cautious style has mirrored that embraced by retired Gen. Joseph F. Dunford Jr. ahead of the 2016 election, when the then-chairman of the Joint Chiefs rigorously avoided comment on issues being debated by Hillary Clinton and Trump, then a norm-busting newcomer, even when they fell squarely in the military sphere, like the relevance of the NATO alliance. After Trump defeated Clinton, that discipline well served Dunford, who went on to advise the president until the general's retirement in 2019.
Any chairman preparing to serve a new president must try to maintain distance from politics and ensure they will be viewed as representing the uniformed ranks, rather than the outgoing leader, according to a former military official who advised a previous chairman's presidential transition.
"He's got to be able to go into that room and be seen as a credible voice for the military," the former official said, speaking like some others on the condition of anonymity to discuss this transition. "And if he's not, he can't do his job effectively."
As a senior adviser to the second Trump administration, Brown and his subordinates will have to adapt to their new political leaders' priorities and goals. The new administration is expected to shift course on the war in Ukraine, voice more categorical support for Israel in its battles against Iranian-linked militants, and potentially take a harder line against Tehran itself.
They will also have to adjust to the incoming administration's style. During Trump's previous term, military leaders were often caught off guard by unexpected policy pronouncements made on social media or statements by the president challenging long-held security norms. Eventually officers learned to disregard Twitter pronouncements until they resulted in written orders.
Trump's previous chairmen, Dunford and Milley, learned to navigate the president's unpredictable communication style and his seeming interest in dominating the public discourse in Washington. Sometimes that meant waiting to make public pronouncements while traveling overseas rather than doing so in Washington.
"If we were in D.C., the president was the official voice," the former military official said. "We understood that his voice must be the most prominent when discussing military matters."
Dan Lamothe contributed to this report.
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Trump's Gaetz nomination sets up test of Senate Republican loyalty
Several senators said they were shocked at the nomination, raising questions about whether they will check Trump.
By Liz Goodwin | 2024-11-14

Sen. John Thune (R-South Dakota), elected Wednesday as the chamber's next majority leader, said his conference was still "processing" events of the day when asked whether he'd allow a recess appointment of Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-Florida) as attorney general. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


Just hours after Senate Republicans elected a new leader who vowed to work closely with Donald Trump, the president-elect sent them a loyalty test in the form of Rep. Matt Gaetz of Florida, his nominee for attorney general.
The pugnacious Gaetz, a lightning rod who has tussled with several GOP senators in the past, was just last year facing investigation from the Justice Department for potential sex trafficking crimes, a case he was ultimately not charged in, and was facing a House Ethics Committee investigation regarding allegations of sexual misconduct. Trump called him a "deeply gifted and tenacious attorney" in a news release announcing the pick. Gaetz later resigned from his seat.
Several senators said Wednesday that they were shocked at the nomination, setting up a critical test of how far Republican lawmakers will go to bend to Trump's will.
The questions of whether and how Republicans will check Trump looms large this week as the GOP stands on the brink of a governing trifecta, winning the presidency, the Senate and, potentially, the House.
On Wednesday, just after he was elected leader, Sen. John Thune (R-South Dakota) told reporters he would consider recess appointments to push through Trump nominations if they faced resistance.
It's less clear how he will handle it if the resistance comes from his own 53-seat majority. The Gaetz nomination followed on the heels of two other picks -- former congresswoman Tulsi Gabbard for director of national intelligence and Fox News personality Pete Hegseth for defense secretary -- that left some Republicans aghast.
"The Gaetz, Hegseth and Gabbard nominations will reveal whether there are any Senate Republicans with principles and red lines left," wrote a former aide to the late senator John McCain, Mark Salter, on X. "Or are they all cowards."
Of the three, Gaetz drew the most signs of unease within the conference. Two key GOP moderates who have bucked Trump in the past indicated Wednesday they would probably vote against Gaetz.
Sen. Susan Collins (R-Maine) said she was "shocked" by the nomination and expected Gaetz would face a grueling confirmation hearing, while Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) said he was not a serious contender for the job.
"I have very few skills. Vote-counting is one, and I think he's got a lot of work to get 50," said Sen. Thom Tillis (R-North Carolina), a member of the Judiciary Committee. He noted that Gaetz would not be likely to gain a single Democratic vote and had jousted with Republican senators in the past, leading to poor relationships with some. Tillis said the confirmation hearing would probably go with "popcorn."
"I think he's got his work cut out for him," said Sen. Joni Ernst (R-Iowa), who added that she was a big fan of Matt Whitaker, an acting attorney general during the first Trump administration who was also in contention for the job.
Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-South Carolina), the ranking Republican on the Senate Judiciary Committee and a close ally of Trump, said he was a little surprised that Trump picked Gaetz, whom he called "clever."
"The confirmation hearing will be important. He'll have some tough questions to answer," Graham said. "I'm inclined to support presidential Cabinet picks. I've done it for both sides."
The news came shortly after Trump announced that Gabbard would be his pick as director of national intelligence, another unconventional choice that made traditional national security hawks flinch. Gabbard, a combat veteran, is more of an isolationist on foreign policy.
Retiring senator Joe Manchin III (I-West Virginia) said the news of both nominations rippled through the Senate floor during a vote, with lawmakers trying to process the news.
"No one could believe it," Manchin said. "They all have good qualities, I guess. It's just people I would not have thought would be in those positions."
The nominations came after Thune, an ally of Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-Kentucky) who formerly was critical of Trump, sold his colleagues on his leadership in part by emphasizing that he had repaired his relationship with the president-elect and would work hand in glove with him.
"Sen. Thune emphasized repeatedly, repeatedly that he was for President Trump," Sen. Josh Hawley (R-Missouri) said after the leadership election. "He understood we had won a majority now and had to deliver on it, that there's no daylight between him and Trump."
"We will do everything we can to process his noms quickly, get them installed in their positions," Thune told reporters after he was elected as leader Wednesday. When asked if he would consider allowing the president to use recess appointments to go around the Senate's confirmation votes, Thune said all options were on the table.
"We expect a level of cooperation from the Democrats," Thune said.
Gaetz feuded with a top Thune and Trump ally, Sen. Markwayne Mullin (R-Oklahoma), earlier this year. "@MattGaetz is a liar," Mullin wrote in a post on X. "Those of us who have worked with him already know that. He should focus on his own ethics issues instead of spreading false Hill rumors."
But on CNN on Wednesday, Mullin said he "completely" trusts Trump's decision. He added Gaetz would need to "sell himself" on Capitol Hill to get confirmed.
Asked whether he'd allow a recess appointment for Gaetz, Thune said the conference was still "processing" the events of the day, telling reporters "we'll take these nominees one by one."
Dylan Wells, Leigh Ann Caldwell and Theodoric Meyer contributed to this report.
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Special counsel Jack Smith plans to quit; Cannon appeal may continue
Justice Dept. could drop Donald Trump from the classified document appeal but keep his co-defendants, hoping to reverse Judge Cannon's special counsel ruling.
By Perry Stein, Spencer Hsu | 2024-11-13

Donald Trump; special counsel Jack Smith. (Tasos Katopodis/Kevin Wurm/Reuters)


Special counsel Jack Smith plans to resign and wrap up his federal prosecutions of Donald Trump before the president-elect takes office and can fire him, according to a person familiar with Smith's plans.
The Washington Post reported last week that Trump's election victory had prompted the special counsel to start winding down the prosecutions instead of continuing court proceedings until Inauguration Day. Ending the two federal cases could allow Smith to deliver a final report detailing his findings to Attorney General Merrick Garland before Trump becomes the 47th president.
Garland appointed Smith to oversee the investigations two years ago, and the special counsel secured the historic indictments months later. One accuses Trump of hoarding highly classified documents after leaving the White House and obstructing government efforts to retrieve them; the other charges him with trying to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election.
But Trump's reelection last week means the end of both federal cases against him because Justice Department policy prohibits prosecuting a sitting president.
Smith appears to still be weighing how to handle an ongoing appeal in Trump's classified documents case. He has asked the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit to overturn Judge Aileen M. Cannon's decision that Smith was unlawfully appointed and the case should be dismissed.
One possible option, according to legal experts, is to remove Trump as a co-defendant from the case as the appeal continues while keeping his co-defendants: Waltine "Walt" Nauta, a longtime valet and aide, and Carlos De Oliveira, the property manager at Trump's Mar-a-Lago Florida club and resort.
Prosecutors want to overturn Cannon's ruling not only to resurrect the classified-documents case, but also to protect Justice Department appointments during the Trump administration and beyond. Officials have expressed concern that her ruling could jeopardize not just future special counsels, but also any federal prosecutor or senior official serving in a temporary position, The Post reported this summer.
Smith had faced a filing deadline in the appeal on Friday. But he asked the court on Wednesday to extend that deadline to Dec. 2 --  the same date by which he is supposed to inform a federal judge in D.C. how he wants to proceed with the election interference case in light of Trump's election victory.
These filings could provide more clarity on how Smith is expected to wind down the two cases and whether he will try to continue with the appeal.
Dropping Trump from the Florida case while keeping Nauta and De Oliveira as defendants would adhere to Justice Department guidelines and leave it to the Trump administration to decide whether to continue with the appeal.
While the scenario of Trump's attorney general shepherding the appeal seems unlikely, it would allow an opportunity beyond Inauguration Day for Cannon's decision on the legality of special counsels to be overturned. The Justice Department could then decide whether to seek the dismissal of the case against Trump's aides.
"It could be much ado about nothing," said Jeffrey M. Cohen, an associate professor at Boston College Law School. "But if that's the best option, I would try that."
The New York Times first reported that Smith plans to resign.
Since Trump was indicted by state and federal grand juries last year, his lawyers have wielded every possible legal maneuver to delay his cases past the presidential election or get them dismissed.
Only the New York state business fraud case went to trial. Trump's felony conviction and upcoming sentencing in that case may also be at risk in the wake of his reelection, and his state case in Georgia is unlikely to be prosecuted while he is in the White House.
The D.C. federal election interference case was paused for months while the Supreme Court took up a question posed by Trump's team: whether presidential immunity should extend to the activities alleged by Smith in the D.C. indictment. The justices expanded what is covered by presidential immunity, but punted the case back to the trial judge to decide what allegations in the Trump case could be prosecuted.
U.S. District Judge Tanya S. Chutkan was in the process of doing so when Smith asked her to suspend upcoming deadlines following the presidential election. Chutkan agreed and told Smith to tell her in writing by Dec. 2 how he wants to proceed.
Winding down cases and writing a special counsel report is a lengthy process, though there is no particular marker Smith would have to hit to determine that an investigation is over.
It's possible that Smith could determine that the probe is concluded even if there are still outstanding matters in the courts, including the 11th Circuit appeal. In that scenario, Smith could transfer any pending legal matters to the relevant U.S. attorney's office.
Justice Department regulations require a special counsel to submit a report to the attorney general when their work is done. Garland has said that, with redactions when needed, he would make special counsel reports public.
Prosecutors have already produced thousands of pages of court filings and evidence in both legal cases. It is unclear what new evidence against Trump a special counsel report would reveal, but legal experts say that it could show what Smith's legal strategy would have been had the cases gone to trial.
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Trump's victory, GOP Senate win have Democrats racing to confirm judges
Republicans confirmed judges during the final weeks of Donald Trump's first term. But the president-elect says Democrats should not do the same.
By Tobi Raji, Clara Ence Morse | 2024-11-13

President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris applaud Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson, left, as they arrive to deliver remarks on her historic Supreme Court confirmation in April. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


Senate Democrats are staring down a shrinking timeline to confirm more than two dozen of President Joe Biden's judicial nominees before they lose majority control of the chamber in January, with President-elect Donald Trump warning Republicans to do all they can to block the effort.
If Democrats cannot confirm Biden's judicial picks, Trump will have the chance to fill those vacancies with more-conservative nominees. Trump made judicial appointments a priority during his first term in the White House, appointing 237 judges -- including three Supreme Court justices -- whose rulings have helped move the federal judiciary significantly to the right.
The Senate approved two of Biden's judicial nominees after returning to Capitol Hill this week, with Judiciary Committee Chairman Dick Durbin (D-Illinois) saying lawmakers will confirm "every possible federal judge during the lame-duck session."
"There is no time to waste. The Senate must confirm every one of these highly qualified, diverse nominees before the sun sets on the 118th Congress. The American people deserve nothing less," Durbin said during a speech on the Senate floor on Wednesday.
Senators voted 51-44 to confirm April M. Perry as a U.S. district judge for the Northern District of Illinois on Tuesday. On Wednesday, they voted 50-46 to confirm Jonathan E. Hawley as a U.S. district judge for the Central District of Illinois.
Twenty-six more judicial nominations are pending in the Senate -- 15 are waiting for a floor vote, while 11 are still being processed by the Senate Judiciary Committee. Seven nominees are scheduled to be voted out of committee on Thursday.
On Sunday, Trump demanded that Senate Republicans refrain from helping their Democratic counterparts confirm judges, hoping to keep as many judgeships open as possible as he prepares to return to the White House and the GOP takes majority control of the upper chamber of Congress.
" ... no Judges should be approved during this period of time because the Democrats are looking to ram through their Judges as the Republicans fight over Leadership. THIS IS NOT ACCEPTABLE," Trump wrote on Truth Social.
It is uncommon for presidents to push nominees through in the lame-duck session, but it happened during Trump's final weeks in office four years ago. The Senate, which was under Republican control at the time, confirmed 14 Trump-nominated judges after Joe Biden was elected but before he took office.
No other outgoing president has had judicial nominees confirmed during this period in 20 years. But with the country deeply polarized and courts playing an increasingly influential role in all aspects of American life, Democrats are pledging to mount a similar effort before they lose power.
Sen. Peter Welch (D-Vermont), a member of the Judiciary Committee, said, "The clock is ticking and we're going to be hell-bent on getting as many judges confirmed as we can."
"That's our job, and we're going to be relentless in getting the work done," Welch said in an email.
Court transparency groups also have weighed in, pressing Senate Democrats to move quickly and casting doubt on the potential independence of future Trump nominees.
"Every judicial seat in America matters for the protection of our rights and our communities," Lena Zwarensteyn, senior director of the fair courts program and an adviser at the Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights, said in a statement Tuesday. "For our democracy and for our communities, the confirmation of judges now is both urgent and necessary to ensure we have more jurists across the country who will uphold the rule of law and advance equal justice."
The 11th-hour sprint is a part of the outgoing administration's effort to match or exceed the number of judges Trump appointed during his first term, while also nominating individuals who bring racial, ethnic, gender and professional diversity to the federal court system. Federal judges confirmed under Biden include more women, people of color and LGBTQ individuals than those nominated by any other president in U.S. history.
The Senate has confirmed 215 of Biden's judicial nominees, slightly behind Trump's total but still ahead of the first-term totals for Presidents Barack Obama, Bill Clinton, Ronald Reagan, George W. Bush and George H.W. Bush, according to a Washington Post analysis of data from the Federal Judicial Center.
Across the country, there are 30 federal court vacancies for which Biden has not named a nominee. Nearly all are in states with two Republican senators, although there are also two judicial openings in California.
The Senate's "blue slip" tradition effectively gives lawmakers veto power over nominees for vacancies in their states. After the president announces a nominee for a federal district court judgeship, the chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee sends a blue form to the two senators in the nominee's home state, seeking their approval. If a senator objects, the blue slip is either withheld or returned with a negative response.
Advocates have called on Durbin to abandon the blue slip tradition, but he has not.
The nominees who have been approved by the Judiciary Committee and are awaiting a floor vote include Embry J. Kidd of Florida and Adeel A. Mangi, who was nominated last year to the Philadelphia-based U.S. Court of Appeals for the 3rd Circuit and would be the nation's first Muslim American federal appeals court judge. He has faced strong opposition from Republicans and some Democrats over his ties to various groups, including a law school center for Muslim, Arab and South Asian Americans. The White House has called efforts to block his nomination a "cruel, Islamophobic, smear campaign."
Carl Tobias, a law professor at the University of Richmond, says Democrats may have a better shot at confirming Mangi in the lame-duck session because some lawmakers -- such as newly reelected Sen. Jacky Rosen (D-Nevada) -- will face less pressure to vote against him. Democrats and the independents who caucus with them hold 51 seats in the Senate. Judicial nominees need a simple majority to be approved.
Outgoing Sen. Joe Manchin III (I-West Virginia) and Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto (D-Nevada) also opposed Mangi's nomination. Manchin told Politico in March that he will not vote for any judicial nominee who does not have at least some bipartisan support. Cortez Masto called Mangi's association with the Alliance of Families for Justice, a criminal justice group that advocates on behalf of incarcerated individuals and their families, "deeply concerning."
Lauren Wodarski, a spokesperson for Cortez Masto, told The Post on Tuesday that the senator still opposes Mangi's nomination.
Eight other Biden judicial nominees are waiting to advance out of committee, including the seven whose votes are expected Thursday. Three others are awaiting hearings, which would be difficult to add to the schedule as lawmakers also work to avert a Dec. 20 government shutdown.
Tobias said he was "cautiously optimistic" that several of the nominees who have advanced out of committee will be confirmed. "Democrats will have a pretty smooth path unless Republicans do something really extraordinary," he said.
If the Senate confirms all those nominees, Biden would have appointed 230 judges, the third-highest total for a single term behind President Jimmy Carter and Trump. But if the eight nominees waiting to advance out of committee are also confirmed, Biden will have eclipsed Trump for the second-highest first-term total of any president.
Carter appointed 267 federal judges, according to the Federal Judicial Center.
After Trump lost to Biden, then-Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Kentucky) told conservative radio host Hugh Hewitt that the Senate would work through the end of the year to "clean the plate" and confirm the outgoing president's judicial nominees.
One of those lame-duck confirmations was U.S. District Judge Aileen M. Cannon, who oversaw Trump's classified documents criminal case in southern Florida. She was confirmed Nov. 12, 2020, nine days after the 2020 election. This summer, she broke with legal precedent to dismiss the indictment against Trump, saying the special counsel overseeing the prosecution was unlawfully appointed.
Trump has publicly praised Cannon's actions in his case, and his allies have floated her name and those of several other conservative jurists and lawyers as potential district, appeals and Supreme Court nominees.
White House spokesperson Andrew Bates said Democrats will work as fast as they can in the coming weeks to limit the number of vacancies Trump has to work with.
"Regardless of party, the American people expect their leaders to prioritize the rule of law," Bates said in an email. "Delaying the confirmation of strongly qualified, experienced judges takes a real-life toll on constituents and leads to backlogs of criminal cases -- meaning there is every urgent reason for Republicans and Democrats to continue working together in good faith to staff the federal bench."
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Trump's picks take a bizarre -- and extreme -- turn
What Matt Gaetz, Pete Hegseth and Tulsi Gabbard bring with them.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-11-13

Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-Florida) listens as former president Donald Trump speaks to the media at a courthouse in Manhattan earlier this year. (Victor J. Blue for The Washington Post)


Anybody hoping that President-elect Donald Trump's top picks for his new administration might provide any sense of normalcy or moderation has had that notion slapped out of them over the last 24 hours.
Trump's nominations of Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-Florida) for attorney general, Fox News host Pete Hegseth for defense secretary and former Democratic congresswoman Tulsi Gabbard (Hawaii) for director of national intelligence punctuate a series of recent picks that could test the American people's patience and possibly even the willingness of Republican senators to confirm some of them.
Several enter their jobs or confirmation processes with significant potential liabilities and point the administration in a clearly more extreme and unwieldy direction than was the case in Trump's first term. And to be clear, these are among the most high-profile jobs in the administration.
A big early question is whether Gaetz, Hegseth and Gabbard will even be able to get enough votes in a Senate with a majority of 53 Republicans. But they are hardly the only picks that could give even Trump's own party heartburn.
Gaetz is not just a bomb-thrower extraordinaire in the House; he's recently been investigated for possible sexual misconduct, illegal drug use and accepting improper gifts. The Justice Department did not charge him in a sex-trafficking investigation involving a 17-year-old girl last year, but an ally pleaded guilty and cooperated against him in the probe. And the House Ethics Committee in June expanded an inquiry into Gaetz.
Gaetz was subpoenaed by the House Ethics Committee as recently as September after he stopped voluntarily cooperating with its investigation.
Gabbard in 2017 met with accused war criminal and Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, later saying he is "not the enemy of the United States because Syria does not pose a direct threat to the United States." She later called him a "brutal dictator."
She has also made a series of extreme comments about foreign policy, including many favorable to Russia.
Hegseth's most glaring problem appears to be his inexperience. The 44-year-old is a decorated and highly educated military veteran who has run veterans advocacy groups; he's not just a cable TV host. But running the Pentagon and overseeing millions of people is a gargantuan task, and Hegseth's resume pales in comparison with the men who have held the post before.
That aside, like any pundit, Hegseth leaves a paper trail that could be a problem.
For instance, Hegseth has often expressed opposition to allowing women to serve in combat roles. When the Pentagon allowed that in 2013, Americans supported the change 71 percent to 26 percent in a Fox News poll. Even 61 percent of Republicans favored it.
Hegseth in 2019 played a significant role in getting Trump to intervene on behalf of three U.S. service members accused of war crimes. And in 2020 he also floated he idea of bombing Iranian infrastructure.
Beyond that, Hegseth has painted a dire portrait of the state of affairs at the Pentagon -- including in a 2024 book, "The War on Warriors" -- often by spotlighting supposedly "woke" culture and diversity programs. While making those arguments, Hegseth often used language that could feature at upcoming confirmation hearings if they are held. (Trump has expressed a desire to appoint people during congressional recesses, but there are major hurdles to that.)
For instance, he referred in the book to transgender activist Dylan Mulvaney by putting Mulvaney's possessive pronoun -- "his" -- in quotation marks, indicating skepticism.
Hegseth cited the idea that Black and female soldiers might be promoted "primarily because of the color of their skin or the genitalia between their legs."
He also painted the repeal of the "Don't Ask, Don't Tell" policy on gays in the military as a "policy foothold" for "radical Leftists."
And in a recent podcast, Hegseth suggested that the Pentagon's coronavirus vaccine mandate was, in effect, a political "purge."
"That's a purge of people of conscience," he told the "Shawn Ryan Show." "If you have enough of a conscience, whether it's faith, belief or whatever -- purge, out. Patriot extremism -- purge, out. So there was a big push of a lot of those people in the middle out."
Trump on Tuesday also announced that he would nominate South Dakota Gov. Kristi L. Noem (R) as his secretary of homeland security.
Noem is perhaps most well-known for disclosing in her book this year that she shot and killed an unruly family dog.
But in the same book, Noem also made other claims that have been called into question. At the top of that list is a purported meeting with North Korean dictator Kim Jong Un while Noem served as a backbencher in Congress. There is no evidence that such a meeting took place.
Noem was remarkably evasive in explaining herself, intermittently suggesting the anecdote was included in error but also that perhaps the meeting actually happened but she couldn't talk about it.
Even conservative media seemed to turn against Noem for a period.
Noem could also face questions about allegedly applying pressure on state officials as her daughter was seeking a real estate appraiser's license in 2020. A Republican-run committee found that, contrary to Noem's assurances, her daughter received preferential treatment.
One official who isn't required to go through the confirmation process -- unlike Gaetz, Gabbard, Hegseth and Noem -- is Trump's pick for "border czar," Tom Homan. But Homan could ultimately prove to be one of Trump's more contentious picks.
That's because Homan has promised to make good on Trump's promises of a mass deportation operation. In July, Homan previewed the "biggest deportation force this country has ever seen," adding: "They ain't seen s--- yet. Wait until 2025."
Trump hired Homan even after Homan was involved in Project 2025 -- a program of often-extreme second-term plans from Trump allies that Trump sought to distance himself from on the campaign trail. And Homan is perhaps best known as an unapologetic defender of the Trump administration's family-separation policy.
Homan, in a "60 Minutes" interview last month, suggested that family separation could be avoided because, "Families can be deported together." But that could seemingly ensnare the children of undocumented immigrants who are citizens via birthright citizenship.
When challenged on why citizen children should have to leave too, Homan said, "Cause their parent absolutely entered the country illegally, had a child knowing he was in the country illegally. So he created that crisis."
Homan, in a Fox News interview this week, denied he was necessarily advocating for the deportation of citizen children.
Republicans have thus far responded somewhat coolly to Hegseth's selection, and few concerns have been raised about Noem and Homan. But the additions of Gaetz and Gabbard on Wednesday have to be raising alarm bells in the depleted but still substantial establishment wing of the party.
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Supreme Court appears likely to allow securities fraud suit against Nvidia
The lawsuit alleges the chipmaker hid its dependence on sales to the volatile cryptocurrency market before a crash tanked the value of its stock. 
By Justin Jouvenal | 2024-11-13

Nvidia CEO and president Jensen Huang (Tom Brenner/For the Washington Post )


The Supreme Court appeared skeptical Wednesday of a bid by the world's most valuable company to nix a lawsuit accusing it of misleading investors, one of two cases this term that could impact the rules for how plaintiffs bring securities fraud cases.
The justices seemed inclined to allow shareholders to pursue a class-action claim against Nvidia, the $4.6 trillion company whose microchips are integral to the booming artificial intelligence market, gaming and other sectors.
The lawsuit alleges that the company hid its dependence on sales to the volatile cryptocurrency market before a crash tanked the value of its stock. The company denies any wrongdoing but paid $5.5 million in 2022 to settle similar allegations brought by the Securities and Exchange Commission.
Both liberal and conservative justices on the court sharply questioned -- and regularly interrupted -- Neal Katyal, an attorney for Nvidia, during oral arguments on Wednesday.
"It becomes less and less clear why we took this case ... and ... why you should win it," Justice Elena Kagan said at one point.
The justices are weighing what meets the criteria to bring a securities fraud lawsuit under the 1995 Private Securities Litigation Reform Act (PSLRA), which aimed to reduce frivolous securities fraud claims by bolstering standards for bringing a case.
The law requires plaintiffs to "state with particularity" the facts constituting an alleged act of securities fraud and provide details "giving rise to a strong inference" that the defendant knowingly or recklessly gave false information to investors.
Plaintiffs typically mount a PSLRA claim by arguing that a company's internal documents contradict its public statements to investors.
The shareholders largely followed that playbook in the Nvidia case, hiring an expert to estimate how much of Nvidia's revenue came from the cryptocurrency market and obtaining statements from Nvidia employees that the company created internal reports analyzing sales.
Deepak Gupta, an attorney for the shareholders, said it clearly met the PSLRA bar.
"I think it's shot through with detail," Gupta told the justices of the complaint.
But Katyal said the shareholders' evidence failed to meet the PSLRA "particularity" standard and they did not produce any evidence Nvidia's CEO, Jensen Huang, knowingly or recklessly misled investors.
Nvidia said the expert testimony was based on "dubious" assumptions about the company's sales and the former employees would need to describe the contents of the sales reports and show that Huang had seen them to meet the standards of the PSLRA.
A U.S. District Court in California previously sided with Nvidia and twice dismissed versions of the shareholders' complaint, but a divided panel of the Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit reversed the decisions. Nvidia then appealed to the Supreme Court.
Katyal argued to the justices that the appeals court had circumvented the intent of the PSLRA, establishing a "road map" for abusive securities fraud lawsuits.
"When a stock drops, all they have to do is find an expert with numbers that contradict a company's public statements, then allege the company keeps records that executives look at, and then argue those records would have matched the hired expert's numbers," Katyal said.
The action that led to the shareholders' lawsuit began in 2017, when cryptocurrency miners began buying large numbers of Nvidia's chips. Miners used the chips to quickly complete the complex mathematical equations needed to obtain new tokens.
The shareholders allege Huang tried to hide the extent of the sales to miners because investors looked askew at the cryptocurrency market because of its wild swings. But the plan allegedly collapsed in 2018, when cryptocurrency cratered and demand for the Nvidia chips slumped.
One international investment bank estimated Nvidia generated over $1 billion more in mining-related revenue than it disclosed. Nvidia's sales have since roared back, driven by sales to artificial intelligence companies. Nvidia's value soared past Apple, the world's second-most-valuable company in recent weeks.
Earlier this month, the justices appeared closely divided in another securities fraud case it is likely to decide this term. The court will determine whether to allow shareholders to proceed with a lawsuit accusing Meta's Facebook of misleading investors about risks from a massive data breach.
Facebook investors sued the social media giant in 2018 after its stock price plummeted following reports that the consulting firm Cambridge Analytica had improperly obtained the personal information of 30 million Facebook users.
The court is expected to issue a decision in the Nvidia and Facebook cases by the summer.
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Elon Musk, the richest man in the world, becomes Donald Trump's 'first buddy' 
Musk has spent days bounding in and out of meetings, sitting in on phone calls, weighing resumes and traveling to Washington as Trump's unofficial co-president.
By Ashley Parker, Josh Dawsey, Michael Scherer | 2024-11-14

Elon Musk arrives at a House Republicans Conference meeting at the Hyatt Regency on Capitol Hill on Wednesday, as President-elect Donald Trump stands onstage. (Andrew Harnik/Getty Images)


Ever since President-elect Donald Trump's political ascent, the unofficial rules governing his private Mar-a-Lago Club have remained unchanged: His steak is well-done. He controls the musical playlist and the volume. And the club's members regularly applaud him when he enters and exits the patio.
Recently, another man joined that esteemed club: Elon Musk, the American billionaire, SpaceX founder, Tesla chief, Twitter-turned-X owner -- and, now, Trump acolyte and confidant.
Following dinner at Mar-a-Lago on Saturday, Musk stood to leave the table where he had been dining with Trump, and the club guests applauded him before standing to greet him and his young son, who he introduced to one as "Baby X."
Musk officially endorsed Trump less then four months before Election Day but has quickly worked to make himself indispensable ever since. He donated at least $118.5 million to America PAC, a group that worked closely with the Trump campaign to turn out low-propensity voters, and immersed himself in the group's minutiae. He personally campaigned for Trump across Pennsylvania, used his social media platform X to promote the Republican nominee and joined Trump and his family on election night.
Now, during the transition, Musk has emerged somewhere between unofficial co-president and "first buddy," as he put it in an X posting -- bounding in and out of meetings, sitting in on phone calls, weighing resumes and generally becoming as ubiquitous at Mar-a-Lago as the club's gilded inlay. He also accompanied Trump on Wednesday as the president-elect met with President Joe Biden and congressional Republicans in Washington.
Musk -- who Trump announced Tuesday evening will help lead a nongovernmental entity dubbed the Department of Government Efficiency to advocate spending cuts -- also stands poised to benefit personally and financially when the 45th president returns to the White House as the 47th. Musk has cast himself as a new breed of ultra-wealthy donor -- a major benefactor, popular influencer, media baron, personal friend of the president and former policy adviser, all while maintaining control of private businesses whose fortunes depend on multibillion-dollar federal contracts and policy priorities.
"Elon Musk and President Trump are great friends and brilliant leaders working together to Make America Great Again," said Karoline Leavitt, a Trump-Vance transition spokeswoman, in an email statement. "Elon Musk is a once in a generation business leader and our federal bureaucracy will certainly benefit from his ideas and efficiency."
Since the election, Musk has ensconced himself at Mar-a-Lago, appearing at the club almost daily to cavort with Trump and has as much influence as he wants, according to two people familiar with the dynamic who, like others, spoke on the condition of anonymity to offer candid assessments.
He has often been present during meetings when Trump and his team are discussing Cabinet positions and has joined some of Trump's meetings with Cabinet wannabes. Musk also participated in Trump's call last week with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky.
Musk's emergence as a power center in Trump's orbit has already prompted a scramble by outsiders to identify people close to Musk who can lobby him to lobby Trump.
"He's sitting in meetings," said one Trump adviser. "He's there all the time."

Elon Musk listens as President-elect Donald Trump speaks during a meeting with the House GOP conference on Wednesday. (Allison Robbert/AP)


Yet already, Musk risks overstepping and has already begun annoying some Trump advisers and confidants who have been in the president-elect's orbit far longer, one adviser said. Some have chafed at his omnipresence, while others have bristled at Musk's tendency to offer feedback on candidates for Cabinet and other administration posts, including in areas he doesn't fully understand.
Others are annoyed by his continued relationships with operatives close to Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) -- a Trump rival in the 2024 Republican primary who has a frosty relationship with some of Trump's top advisers, including incoming chief of staff Susie Wiles, who previously worked for DeSantis in Florida. And Musk's large security detail has struck some as obnoxious.
He also has begun publicly meddling in other ways that put himself ahead of where Trump has positioned himself, including endorsing Sen. Rick Scott (R-Florida) for Senate majority leader -- a step Trump himself did not take. On Wednesday, Republicans rejected Scott and elected Sen. John Thune (R-South Dakota) as majority leader in a secret ballot.
Musk has also publicly added his voice to the chorus of MAGA conservatives calling for DeSantis to appoint Trump's daughter-in-law, Lara Trump, to the Florida Senate seat that will be vacant if Trump chooses Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Florida) as his secretary of state.
Still, the relationship is symbiotically transactional. Musk was originally skeptical of Trump. He did not support him when he first ran for president in 2016, saying he preferred Hillary Clinton's policies and calling Trump "not the right guy" in the days before the election. The next year, he resigned from a governmental advisory council in protest of Trump's decision to pull out of the Paris climate accords. Even during this election cycle, Musk initially kept Trump at a distance, telling fellow billionaire donors that he hoped to help Trump get elected without becoming too publicly tied to him.
Musk began giving to his pro-Trump America PAC in early July but did not officially endorse Trump until shortly after a failed assassination attempt at a Butler, Pennsylvania, Trump rally later in the month. Musk shared a video of a blood-flecked Trump mouthing "Fight! Fight! Fight!" and wrote above it: "I fully endorse President Trump and hope for his rapid recovery."
For Trump, the appeal was more obvious. The president-elect has long delighted when rich, influential people pay him public homage, and he is also a C-Suite aficionado most impressed by wealthy individuals who need nothing from him.
Musk earned credibility with Trump and his MAGA crowd when he took over Twitter, rechristening it X, promoting it as a platform for extreme free speech and reinstating the accounts of MAGA-era conservatives -- including Trump -- who had previously been banned. He also generated goodwill by using America PAC to forcefully support Trump. One person familiar with the situation said he treated the political group the way he does most new ventures, embedding for several weeks and getting briefed on nearly every aspect.
"He actually put his money where his political leanings were, early and often," said Kellyanne Conway, a Trump confidante who managed his successful 2016 campaign. "I thought it was pretty humble for him to plant himself in Pennsylvania and engage in retail politics. If you showed me Elon Musk sticking a sign in his yard or a sticker on his bumper, I'd believe it."

Elon Musk speaks before Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden in New York on Oct. 27. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Musk, of course, also stands to benefit. Musk's sprawling business empire has been under regulatory scrutiny by the Biden administration, with probes underway into both Tesla and X. Officials had also been discussing whether they should shift some aerospace orders from SpaceX to smaller rivals to reduce their reliance on Musk, whose interactions with Russian officials and investment interests in China had been flagged as a potential security risk.
Musk's appointment to co-lead the outside group to recommend spending cuts, announced Tuesday, puts him in position to influence federal probes into his companies -- a conflict of interest. Trump's personal vote of confidence in Musk could also override concerns in the defense community over whether he is a trustworthy federal contractor.
Musk's rocket company, SpaceX, has been awarded some $16 billion in public federal contracts since 2017, mostly from NASA and the Pentagon, according to data from the official tracking website USAspending.gov, with an unknown additional sum in classified contracts. It stands to gain far more if Trump follows through with his campaign promise to unleash a space investment boom, with SpaceX the market leader in rockets.
Starlink, Musk's fast-growing satellite business, had gotten its big breaks under the first Trump administration, with Republican regulators green-lighting it to build the largest satellite system in history, a daring experiment with unclear environmental effects. Trump's first Defense Department also contracted the unit to begin working on spy satellites. Republicans have been advocating in recent months to slash red tape for Starlink to further expand into competing with traditional telecom service providers, and for it to get a slice of billions of dollars of federal subsidies.
The day after the election, a Trump family photo ricocheted around social media featuring the president-elect, his five children, their spouses, most of his grandchildren -- and Musk and his young son.
Behind-the-scenes video from election night shows the Trump clan milling about his club and posing for group photos when someone suggests "a family shot." "Elon, you have to get a picture with your boy," Trump calls to Musk, just out of the photographer's aperture, before repeating the directive more loudly: "We have to get Elon with his boy -- his gorgeous, perfect boy."
"The whole squad," read the caption from Trump's granddaughter Kai, who several days later posted a picture of her and Musk on the green of Trump's golf course and jokingly wrote that Musk was "achieving uncle status."
Indeed, Musk has seamlessly inserted himself as yet another character in Trump's orbit, earning himself a Politico "SPOTTED" mention from the Mar-a-Lago patio, along with the other Trump regulars: Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-Florida), former congresswoman Tulsi Gabbard, Rudy Giuliani and far-right political activist Charlie Kirk.
"He's all-in for the presidency. It's all-consuming for him," said one person who knows Musk.
When advisers realized that Musk was on the flight manifest to travel with Trump on Wednesday to Washington, some were annoyed. But for now, Trump seems undaunted and eager to have Musk along for the ride.
As he accompanied Trump during a meeting with House Republicans on Wednesday, Musk -- despite never speaking -- received three standing ovations as Trump touted his achievements, according to people in the room.
Trump also joked he could never get rid of Musk now, because he loves being wherever Trump is.
Eva Dou and Marianna Sotomayor contributed to this report.
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Triumphant Trump meets with Biden and visits Capitol Hill
President-elect to be welcomed to the White House by President Joe Biden, a gesture Donald Trump did not extend to Biden in 2020.
By Matt Viser, Isaac Arnsdorf, Marianna Sotomayor | 2024-11-13

President Joe Biden meets with President-elect Donald Trump in the Oval Office of the White House on Wednesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


President Joe Biden and President-elect Donald Trump met face-to-face on Wednesday morning in the Oval Office, an extraordinary moment for two men who have repeatedly expressed public disdain for one another as they go through one of the most unusual transfers of power in American history.
The two met just after 11 a.m., their first extended meeting since the fumbling debate performance that drove Biden out of the race.
For Trump, it marked a triumphant return to an office where he sat for four years, a week after decisively winning an election by relentlessly attacking Biden's mental capacity and then by casting the Biden administration as a disaster.
"Congratulations," Biden said at the start of the meeting, during the brief time reporters were in the room. He added that he hoped it would be a smooth transition.
"Politics is tough, and in many cases it's not a nice world," Trump responded. "But it is a nice world today."
The meeting stretched for nearly two hours, longer than the one Trump had eight years ago with President Barack Obama. During a portion, they were joined by White House chief of staff Jeff Zients and his incoming counterpart, Susie Wiles.
White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre called it a "substantive meeting and exchange of views." She said that she spoke with Biden after the meeting ended and that he wanted to emphasize that Trump "was gracious" and that he came to the meeting with a detailed list of questions. She declined to provide any details about what was on Trump's list of questions and what advice Biden had offered -- or whether Trump's refusal to acknowledge Biden's 2020 win had come up.
"They discussed important national security and domestic policy issues facing the nation and the world," she said.
Biden raised items to Trump that he hopes Congress may address during the lame duck session, including funding the government and approving a disaster supplemental funding request. He also urged Trump to continue supporting Ukraine in its war against Russia.
For Biden, the meeting meant welcoming and legitimizing a man he has condemned as an authoritarian and an existential threat to American democracy. Biden has repeatedly said that ousting Trump was the primary motivation for his seeking the White House, and he has argued that Trump is an aberration whose angry populism would eventually fade -- only to see him come roaring back amid vows to undo nearly everything Biden has accomplished.
Trump arrived in his plane Wednesday morning at Joint Base Andrews, the same spot he left nearly four years ago. Before heading to the White House, he met with the House Republican Conference and touted how well the party had done in the election.
"I suspect I won't be running again, unless you say he's [so] good we've got to figure something else," Trump said to the crowd, which laughed in response.
Several lawmakers left the meeting saying that Trump gave no specifics about what House Republicans should tackle next year. He joked about filling his Cabinet with House Republicans.
"Only thing he discussed was the big issues: border security, deportation, finish building the wall," said Rep. Ralph Norman (R-South Carolina). "It was a big, big picture."
In remarks last week from the Rose Garden, Biden made clear that he would engage in a peaceful transfer of power. He spoke with Trump the day after the election, congratulating him and inviting him to the White House. He also plans to attend Trump's second inauguration in January.
Those actions create an implicit contrast with Trump, who after losing in 2020 never conceded defeat to Biden, never welcomed him to the White House and did not attend his inauguration. That was the first time a president had not attended his successor's swearing-in since Andrew Johnson was absent for the 1869 inauguration of Ulysses S. Grant.
Their relationship did not improve during Biden's tenure, with Biden initially refusing to name him, referring to Trump as "my predecessor" before later switching course and criticizing him in sweeping terms. The debate in June was their only significant in-person interaction in recent years, although they later saw one another briefly in New York on the anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks.
The Oval Office is likely to look familiar to Trump, with a few notable differences. Biden kept the gold drapes that Trump had in the office, which had been used by President Bill Clinton during his tenure. The Resolute Desk is the same one Trump and other previous presidents have used.
But gone are the flags of the branches of the U.S. military that Trump had displayed behind the desk, where Biden installed an American flag. Biden also removed the portrait of Andrew Jackson that Trump had brought in to honor the populist president, as well as a bust of Winston Churchill that Trump had exhibited.
Alexander Tippett, co-author of "The Peaceful Transfer of Power: An Oral History of America's Presidential Transitions," said that policy differences and personal acrimony can undermine the usefulness of meetings between incoming and outgoing presidents. But such sessions have symbolic value, he added, offering the nation's highest elected officials "a venue to signal their commitment to the democratic process and the peaceful transfer of power."

Trump speaks as he arrives for a meeting with the House Republican Conference on Wednesday in Washington. (Alex Brandon/AP)


Trump, however, did not oversee a transfer of power in 2021, speaking to a mob on Jan. 6 that then attacked the U.S. Capitol as lawmakers were in the process of certifying Biden's victory. Biden, as well as Vice President Kamala Harris, warned during the recent campaign that a Trump victory could imperil American democracy.
"Biden may see this meeting as another way to reassert the importance of democratic norms," Tippett said. "While for his part, Trump may see this meeting as an opportunity to reassure Americans anxious about the future of democracy."
Still, Biden finds himself in the position of upholding American traditions by welcoming a man who has attacked them.
"President Biden is doing this because he believes in the norms, he believes in our institution. He believes in a peaceful transfer of power," Jean-Pierre said Tuesday. "The American people deserve this. They deserve a peaceful transfer of power. They deserve a smooth transition. And that's what you're going to see."
She declined to reveal the agenda or any particular subjects that Biden wanted to discuss. She expressed no concern about the fact that Trump has spoken with a number of foreign leaders while Biden is still the president.
"It is not unusual for a president-elect to have conversations with world leaders," Jean-Pierre said.
There is nothing dictating that incoming and outgoing presidents must meet, but the tradition has a long history. In 1841, incoming president William Henry Harrison met for dinner with outgoing President Martin Van Buren before Harrison's inauguration.
After the 1952 election, departing President Harry S. Truman hosted Dwight D. Eisenhower at the White House for a brief visit. Truman sought to offer advice, but Eisenhower left unimpressed. The meeting, he said, "added little to my knowledge, nor did it affect my planning for the new administration."
The current presidential transition is particularly unusual because Trump has already served in the office once. Most defeated presidents -- George H.W. Bush was the last one, losing to Clinton in 1992 -- head into a quiet retirement from politics.
Still, other political rivals have been forced into potentially awkward interactions.
In 1992, Bush welcomed Clinton to the White House two weeks after they had faced each other in a hard-fought election. In 2000, just a week after the Supreme Court resolved a disputed election, Bush's son George W. Bush came to the White House at Clinton's invitation -- and met later with Vice President Al Gore, whom he had just defeated.
The closest parallel with Trump may be Grover Cleveland, who served one term as president before beating unseated by Benjamin Harrison. Cleveland ran again in 1892 and defeated Harrison to return to the White House.
"Cleveland and Harrison had a very cordial relationship," said Troy Senik, a former speechwriter for George W. Bush and author of "A Man of Iron: The Turbulent Life and Improbable Presidency of Grover Cleveland." "When Harrison was being sworn in in 1889, it rained during the inauguration and Cleveland actually held an umbrella over Harrison during the ceremony to keep him dry."
The election rematch was "a relatively quiet affair," Senik said, and Cleveland's return to office was somber. Harrison's wife had died of tuberculosis a few weeks before the election, and Cleveland suffered from gout for much of the campaign.
In 2016, Obama welcomed Trump to the Oval Office, where they met for about 90 minutes. "We now are going to want to do everything we can to help you succeed. Because, if you succeed, then the country succeeds," Obama told Trump.
Trump, who had baselessly questioned whether Obama was born in the United States and was qualified to be president, called him "a good man."
"I very much look forward to dealing with the president in the future, including counsel," Trump said at the time.
Eight years later, Trump is back. This time he is sitting down with Biden, a man whose age and abilities he has mocked. Biden is 81, and Trump is 78.
While previous presidential elections have often been hard fought and even vicious at times, few in recent memory rival the attacks the two sides have leveled at one another.
Trump has called Biden a "Manchurian candidate," a "stone-cold thief" and a "dumb son of a b----."
Biden has said that "if Trump wins, this nation changes." He also has said that "Donald Trump is a loser" and claimed, "Trump has no class at all. Zero. None." He has called him a "failed businessman" and said, "Donald Trump has no character."
Biden was more conciliatory in his Rose Garden remarks last week after the election results.
"We accept the choice the country made," the president said. "I've said many times, you can't love your country only when you win. You can't love your neighbor only when you agree."
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Do Republicans hate civil servants? I answered your questions.
Karen's live chat with readers starts at 12 p.m. ET on Thursday. Submit your questions now.
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Mike Johnson must block Trump's scheme on recess appointments
Trump is threatening to bypass Senate approval of his Cabinet picks. The House speaker should stop him.
By Edward Whelan | 2024-11-14

President-elect Donald Trump and his attorney general choice, Matt Gaetz. (Saul Loeb and Andrew Caballero-Reynolds/AFP/Getty Images) 


Edward Whelan is a distinguished senior fellow of the Ethics and Public Policy Center, where he holds the Antonin Scalia chair in constitutional studies.
President-elect Donald Trump is threatening to turn the Constitution's appointment process for Cabinet officers on its head. If what I'm hearing on the conservative legal grapevine is correct, he might resort to a cockamamie scheme that would require House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) to play a critical role. Johnson can and should immediately put an end to this scheme.
The Senate's power to approve or reject a president's nominees for Cabinet positions is a fundamental feature of the Constitution's system of checks and balances. As Alexander Hamilton explained in the Federalist Papers, that power "would tend greatly to prevent the appointment of unfit characters," including those "who had no other merit than that ... of possessing the necessary insignificance and pliancy to render them the obsequious instruments of [the president's] pleasure." Almost as if Hamilton were describing Matt Gaetz, Trump's pick for attorney general.
To be sure, the Constitution also provides a backup provision that allows the president to make recess appointments -- "to fill up all Vacancies that may happen during the Recess of the Senate." But as Hamilton put it, this "auxiliary method of appointment" is "nothing more than a supplement" to the "general mode of appointing officers of the United States" and is to used "in cases to which the general method was inadequate."
It appears that the Trump team is working on a scheme to allow Trump to recess-appoint his Cabinet officers. This scheme would exploit an obscure and never-before-used provision of the Constitution (part of Article II, Section 3) stating that "in Case of Disagreement" between the houses of Congress, "with Respect to the Time of Adjournment," the president "may adjourn them to such Time as he shall think proper."
Under this scheme, it appears that the House would adopt a concurrent resolution that provides for the adjournment of both the House and the Senate. If the Senate doesn't adopt the resolution, Trump would purport to adjourn both houses for at least 10 days (and perhaps much longer). He would then use the resulting intrasession recess to appoint Gaetz and other Cabinet nominees.
Ten years ago, Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia labeled the president's recess-appointment power an "anachronism" because "modern forms of communication and transportation" make the Senate always available to consider nominations. Along with three of his colleagues, Scalia also argued that the president's power to make recess appointments is limited to intersession recesses and does not apply to the intrasession recess that the Trump scheme would concoct. The justice, who died in 2016, would be aghast at the notion that a president could create an intrasession recess for the purpose of bypassing the Senate approval process for nominations. 
Mike Johnson should not be complicit in eviscerating the Senate's advice-and-consent role. He should promptly make clear that the House will abide by its usual schedule of recesses and will not attempt to engineer a recess of the Senate.
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How Biden can help Trump end the Ukraine war
Sanctions must be tightened. Doing so now will give Trump extra leverage over Putin.
By Edward Fishman | 2024-11-14

President Joe Biden speaks about Ukraine at the White House on Jan. 25. (Susan Walsh/AP)


Edward Fishman, a senior research scholar at Columbia University, is the author of the forthcoming "Chokepoints: American Power in the Age of Economic Warfare."
Donald Trump has pledged to swiftly seek a deal to end the Russia-Ukraine war. This is a worthy goal: The war has already killed or injured 1 million people and caused $500 billion of damage in Ukraine. It is also on a bleak trajectory, as Russia strives to exhaust Ukrainian forces in a bloody war of attrition.
The Biden administration never put forward a plausible vision for ending the war. But it can help Trump's worthwhile peace efforts by taking long-overdue steps that would strengthen Trump's hand at the negotiating table.
As Ukraine's most important weapons supplier, the United States already possesses ample leverage over Kyiv. But its key leverage over Moscow -- sanctions -- has eroded over the past 18 months as the Biden administration has failed to close major loopholes.
President Joe Biden's hesitance was driven largely by political considerations. Ramping up sanctions on Russian oil was seen as too risky, as it might spike oil prices, worsen inflation and undercut Democrats' chances in the 2024 election.
But now inflation hovers around its lowest level in years and the election is over. The Biden administration's reasons to treat Russian oil with kid gloves, in other words, no longer apply.
To present himself as an honest broker in peace negotiations, Trump will likely be reluctant to bolster sanctions early in his presidency. But Biden can do Trump a favor by shoring up the sanctions on his way out the door.
The first step Biden should take is to close the massive loophole for Russian energy. Since the beginning of the war, Biden's Treasury Department has maintained a general license that exempts payments for Russian oil and natural gas from financial sanctions. This license might have been reasonable in February 2022, when oil prices were skyrocketing and inflation soaring. But it's far past its sell-by date.
The outlook for oil prices is now as bearish as it's been in at least a decade, as the world braces for Trump's tariffs and his promise to boost U.S. oil production. Besides, even if some Russian oil comes off the market and prices temporarily spike, the Trump team might see this as an opportunity to replace Russian barrels with American ones.
Closing the energy sanctions loophole would make it much harder for Russian leader Vladimir Putin to fund the war with Russian oil revenue. It would thus give Trump significant leverage to coax Putin into accepting a peace deal.
The next step Biden should take is to broaden the application of secondary sanctions. Since December, Biden has threatened secondary sanctions on banks and companies that aid Russia's military-industrial complex. But he has refrained from threatening secondary sanctions against buyers of Russian oil. Instead, the Biden team has relied on a price cap, in which Western shippers and insurers can participate in Russian oil trades only below a price threshold of $60 per barrel.
Though the policy worked for a few months, it quickly lost efficacy as it incentivized Russia to build its own end-to-end oil supply chain, including a "shadow fleet" that now counts hundreds of aging and unsafe oil tankers. Meanwhile, buyers of discounted Russian oil -- including traders in Dubai and refineries in India and China -- have faced no restrictions and in fact have reaped a windfall.
Before leaving office, Biden should clarify that secondary sanctions apply to any transaction with Russia's energy industry, with a phase-in period of a few months. This would give markets time to adjust, reshuffling supply relationships and encouraging producers with spare capacity, such as Saudi Arabia, to pump more oil. The sanctions should also apply to shipping companies that sell tankers to Russia, which have inexplicably gotten off scot-free as they've helped Russia amass its shadow fleet.
The Trump team might welcome such a move. When asked recently how Trump could end the war in Ukraine, Rep. Mike Waltz, the incoming national security adviser, called for secondary sanctions on buyers of Russian oil coupled with increased U.S. energy exports.
The final step is to ensure Congress has a say in any future decision to lift sanctions on Russia. In 2017, Congress passed the Countering America's Adversaries Through Sanctions Act, better known as CAATSA. The law gives Congress the ability to vote down any presidential decision to remove sanctions on Russia. But it applies only to measures that were in place at the time of signing, and Biden has issued all his Russia sanctions under new executive orders. As a result, as things stand, Trump could lift all the big-ticket Russia sanctions without Congress even getting a vote.
The Biden team can fix this by reissuing the most important sanctions under executive orders that pre-date 2017. This is legally possible and requires simple paperwork by the Treasury Department.
Giving Congress a say over any decision to lift sanctions would substantially enhance Trump's negotiating position with Putin. It would reduce the possibility that Putin could use flattery to persuade Trump to accept a bad deal. But most important, it would enable Trump to credibly tell Putin that his hands are tied, and that he must agree to a deal that can pass muster in a narrowly divided Congress.
There is no greater contribution Trump could make to the cause of world peace than ending the Russia-Ukraine war. The Biden team should do everything it can to help him in the little time it has left.
Post Opinions wants to know: If you're a federal employee, how are you thinking about your job and the changes that the next administration might bring? What do you think government could be doing better? Share your thoughts with us and they might be published as letters to the editor.
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Daniel Snyder made the Commanders great again -- by finally leaving
Nothing makes sports fans feel more helpless than a terrible team owner.
By Will Leitch | 2024-11-14

Washington Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels throws a pass during a game against the Pittsburgh Steelers at Northwest Stadium in Landover, Maryland, on Nov. 10. (Scott Taetsch/Getty Images) 


Will Leitch is the author of the forthcoming "Lloyd McNeil's Last Ride," a contributing editor at New York magazine and founder of Deadspin.
Daniel Snyder turns 60 next week. You remember Daniel Snyder, right? Little guy? Used to own a football team around these parts? Lives in London now? For 24 years, from when he bought the Washington Redskins in 1999 to when he was forced to sell the team in 2023, if you were a fan of that team, Snyder was inescapable, a daily fixture in your life, in many ways individually responsible for a disturbingly large percentage of your personal happiness. Everything he did affected you. You had to worry about his moods, his scandals, his ego, his bank account -- all of it.
Do you remember that time? That was horrible, wasn't it? Can you imagine if he still owned the Commanders? Trust me: If he did, you would absolutely know he was turning 60 next week. He would not allow you to possibly miss it.
There is nothing that makes a sports fan feel more helpless than having a terrible team owner. You can fire the coach. You trade away the players. You can even change the team's name. But you can't get rid of the owner.
When you look at the most historically moribund franchises in sports, the one thing they all have in common is meddlesome, disjointed ownership situations. The Browns, the White Sox, the Pirates, the Bears, the A's -- those doomed to cheer for such teams, those who, through family, geography or history, are bonded to them their entire lives -- they're all teams that, no matter how much they mean to us, merely serve as playthings for their billionaire owners. We rise and fall with these teams, but to their owners, they're just lines in a portfolio ... or worse, as with Snyder for years, a fiefdom on which they might foist all their insecurities and inadequacies for all to see, and suffer through. And the worst part is: You can't get rid of them.
In many ways, the only way to get rid of a bad owner is to have them get rid of themselves, as was the case with Snyder, who finally ran into one scandal too many when the National Football League accused him of failing to report ticket revenue. It is extremely telling that this was the last straw for the NFL -- which essentially pushed him to sell at that point -- after decades of ugliness, from a cavalcade of workplace sexual harassment lawsuits to the team name controversy to the ridiculous defamation suits against journalists, to the time the team sued season ticket holders during the Great Recession to so many other scandals and missteps The Post dutifully chronicled for decades. To list them all here would leave little space in the paper for anything else.
But -- and this is where fans with awful owners can have hope -- when you finally get rid of that owner, your entire franchise can switch on a dime. When a house lands on the witch, the world can turn to color immediately.
The post-Synder Commanders have, out of nowhere, become one of the most exciting teams in the NFL, thanks to rookie quarterback Jayden Daniels, a resourceful coaching staff, and, mostly, the general sense of freedom and ease that comes with having a 60-year-old crank off your back. How quickly did the turnaround happen? In March 2023, when Snyder was still the owner, the NFL Players Association surveyed 1,300 NFL players and found that, overwhelmingly, the Commanders were the least desirable team to play for. But at this year's trade deadline, some 20 months later, ESPN reported that players have "privately stated or told their agents that they want to be traded to the Commanders."
For 24 years, Snyder made his team feel like Siberia; a year after he left, it's the French Riviera. The Commanders -- the Commanders! -- are the destination franchise in the NFL. All it took was Snyder's departure. It happened like that.
If Commanders fans are looking for cosmic justice for all the years wasted in the salt mines of Snyder's ownership, they won't find it. It's worth remembering that the "punishment" of having to sell the team ended up earning him $6 billion. We should all face such retribution for our past sins. But the instantaneous turnaround of the franchise, the pride of having your beloved team being worth cheering for again, is more than enough. All it took was expunging the billionaire who was treating his customers as faceless ATMs and his business as his own psychological nightmare.
In that way, the Commanders provide proof to NFL fans -- and, uh, really any American consumer -- that it can, in fact, be done. It might just require getting through 24 years of misery and negligence first. So, hey: Hang in there, America!
Thanksgiving is approaching, and Post Opinions wants to know how you are marking the day. What dishes are essential to your Thanksgiving table? What do you feel grateful for? Share your thoughts with us and they may be published as letters to the editor.
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Trump's great government purge begins
The president-elect's plan to make the government more "efficient" is going just swell.
By Catherine Rampell | 2024-11-14

Elon Musk with Donald Trump during a campaign rally in Butler, Pennsylvania, on Oct. 5. (Jim Watson/AFP/Getty Images) 


How can you tell Donald Trump's plan to improve "government efficiency" is off to a promising start? Because his first step was appointing two people to do the same job.
On Tuesday, the president-elect announced that two billionaire gadflies -- Elon Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy -- would lead his new Department of Government Efficiency. The goal of this federal apparatus is allegedly not to enrich its financially conflicted appointees, but rather to identify other federal apparatuses for elimination. Look, sometimes, you've got to increase bureaucracy to reduce it.
To be clear: The federal government is overdue for an overhaul. Some of its IT dates back to the disco era. Its worker-pay system is stuck in 1949. Government accountability and HR processes are woefully dysfunctional, making it hard to speedily hire standout candidates or cut underperformers loose.
But Trump's agenda is not about these good-government reforms. It revolves around punishing and purging experts and other career professionals who maintain their oaths to the Constitution instead of serving Trump's personal interests.
"President-elect Trump is pursuing the return of the spoils system, which upends 130 years of bipartisan agreement that our government exists for the benefit of the people rather than the victor of an election," said Max Stier, president and chief executive of the nonpartisan Partnership for Public Service.
The Musk-Ramaswamy Ministry of Silly Walks will probably get the biggest headlines, even though it sounds largely performative. (Based on the scant details released so far, it sounds like a toothless advisory board.) More potent (and more toxic) are the planned large-scale purges of government employees who fail to demonstrate fealty to Trump.
For instance, Trump's transition team is drafting an executive order to oust politically disfavored military generals, the Wall Street Journal reports. This order would target those deemed "lacking in requisite leadership qualities," a euphemism for emulating and abetting one leader in particular.
An even more widespread effort to "wipe out" the civil service has been in the works for years. At the end of his first term, Trump issued an executive order to begin converting career civil servants into a new category of government employees called "Schedule F." This designation was meant to reshape government personnel in Trump's personal interest by stripping career employees of civil service protections so they can be fired with little cause or recourse.
Legions of expertise-driven, merit-based, nonpartisan civil servants would have become political appointees working at the mercy of the president. Think budget-crunchers, food-safety inspectors, water-quality testers, Farsi speakers, forensic accountants, cancer researchers. If they crossed him (or perhaps one of his strongmen allies or political donors), found some result that was politically inconvenient or refused an order that violated the law, they could kiss their jobs goodbye.
This, in fact, happened to some of Trump's political appointees while he was president when they blocked his attempts to weaponize the state against his enemies.
Trump ran out of time to fully implement Schedule F during his first term, but he pledged to revive it on Day 1 of his second. In anticipation, Trump-aligned groups have been publishing McCarthy-esque "watch lists" of civil servants Trump should fire, based on clues such as whether the workers share gender pronouns.
Schedule F isn't the only way Trump is expected to cleanse the so-called deep state.
Recall what happened to the Economic Research Service, a small, independent statistical agency known for top-tier work on agricultural economics and rural development. After some of their research -- on such sensitive topics as food stamps, climate change and tariffs -- proved politically embarrassing, the Trump administration abruptly ordered employees to relocate to a new office a thousand miles away. Three-quarters of employees quit.
Trump's campaign materials pledge to blow up other agencies this same way, with ultimatums for civil servants to uproot their families or lose their jobs. The real self-deportations, it seems, might be of government experts.
Trumpers will cloak such efforts in the language of "efficiency." If that were true, it's not apparent from how they've managed things so far. The president-elect's team has so far refused to cooperate with standard transition efforts, neglecting to sign basic documents required for security clearances and staff briefings. Which presumably would be important if you cared about understanding -- and reforming -- the bureaucracy you're taking over.
In any event, Trump and his allies have telegraphed that their real objective is to harness state power to reward friends and to retaliate against enemies. Former White House strategist Stephen K. Bannon recently described the coming federal purge as "rough Roman justice," declaring that federal agencies such as the FBI and Justice Department are getting "swept out" and will "pay the price for trying to destroy this country."
The federal government has operated as a spoils system before. In fact, it started under Trump's hero, President Andrew Jackson. It finally ended with the 1883 Pendleton Act, after the public grew weary of the resulting corruption, incompetence, graft and violence. To Trump, alas, these seem like selling points.
Post Opinions wants to know: If you're a federal employee, how are you thinking about your job and the changes that the next administration may bring? What do you think government could be doing better? Share your thoughts with us and they may be published as letters to the editor.
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Election Day in the woods, in a nation of cruelty and grace
On the Appalachian Trail, the shelters are welcoming, but there are wasps in the walls. 
By Rusty Foster | 2024-11-14
Election Day was another clear, chilly day in an unbroken string of clear, chilly days that stretches back as far as I can remember. Since Virginia, maybe? In my last column, I wrote about realizing that I wouldn't be able to hike the entire Appalachian Trail this year, so Mica and I decided on Plan B: After we took a break for a wedding in Virginia, I would jump ahead to Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, and continue south from there, while Mica would keep going from New York.
But as I arrived in Harpers Ferry, Hurricane Helene was wrecking the trail and, much worse, trail communities throughout southern Virginia, North Carolina and Tennessee. Rockfish Gap, just south of Shenandoah National Park in Virginia, was the farthest south I felt I could safely go this year. So when I reached that point on the trail, I pivoted to Plan C: Return to Harpers Ferry and head north, finishing the Mid-Atlantic section I had planned to skip. That is how I came to be hiking northeast along the ridgeline of Kittatinny Mountain in New Jersey, which I'd first climbed onto back in Pennsylvania.
That day, the trail was quiet; I didn't see much of anyone. I passed the office and visitors center at High Point State Park and stopped to get water and charge my power bank. The office was closed -- for Election Day, I guess -- but I found an outlet behind the building. I ate my lunch at a picnic table in the sun and listened to squirrels rustle through leaves. A truck groaned up the steep hill. In the silence after it passed, a crow called somewhere across the road.
As I walked that day, I thought a lot about what we're doing when we elect a president of the United States. This country is the most powerful and arguably the most violent empire that has ever existed, and to the extent that we have an emperor, it's the president. Through policy choices at home and military action abroad, every president kills people. It could be thousands of people or tens of thousands or hundreds of thousands or millions, depending on circumstance and their inclination. Killing people, choosing who will die both here and abroad is a fundamental part of the job. It is the job. Whatever else the president does, they do on their own time. Is "Emperor of the Violent Hegemony" the kind of job that's possible to be a good person in? Is it the kind of job where anyone, however well-intentioned, can effect positive change?
Past the High Point, the trail turns 90  degrees and  descends the shoulder of Kittatinny Mountain to follow the New York/New Jersey border southeast. The rocks underfoot ease up and there are long stretches of smooth trail through open lowland forest, dark tree trunks standing unusually straight. All of this land, all of America, was taken from its original residents in a campaign of genocide so sustained, vicious and ultimately successful that most of us can live our whole lives pretending it didn't happen, if we choose to. The wealth and power we still enjoy today derives directly from the stolen labor and stolen lives of enslaved Black people. Our electoral system is a machine created by enslavers to ensure  their own safety and power was never threatened by the human beings whose lives they consumed to build their wealth. We eventually ended slavery, kind of, but the machine they built is still working. How do you create change within a system designed to prevent the exact kind of change you are trying to create? The tips of my hiking poles steadily punched little holes in the dirt on either side of me as I walked, and I imagined a fat drop of blood welling up from each one.
That night I stayed at the "Secret Shelter," a little cabin on private land just off the trail that the owner leaves open for hikers to use. I had seen reports that it had a wasp problem, and so it did. I sat on the little porch in the early dusk and watched the wasps industriously coming and going from their nest in the outside wall. They didn't seem interested in me, and I didn't see any of them inside the cabin. I shined my headlamp all around the inside but aside from some old mud dauber nests up near the ceiling, I didn't see any evidence that they had been inside.

The "Secret Shelter" along the Appalachian Trail near Unionville, New York. (Rusty Foster) (Photo by Rusty Foster)


The grass around the cabin was long and tufted and didn't look good for tenting, so I decided to risk sleeping inside. I  saw only one wasp inside -- it landed on my phone screen while I was eating dinner and watching a TV show. It was oddly sluggish, crawling slowly up the screen in black silhouette. I carefully pinched it in a handkerchief until I felt its carapace crunch. Belatedly, I worried that killing it might release some kind of pheromone signal triggering the rest to attack, but they didn't. I slept on my inflatable pad on the floor, with a wall full of wasps behind my head.
It gets dark at 5 p.m. now, so I was asleep before any state even closed the polls. I woke up around 10, and it was too early to know anything. I woke up again at 12:45, and Donald Trump was clearly winning. I had no sense of what had been counted and what hadn't, but it didn't look good. It took a long time to go back to sleep. I woke up for good at 4:30, and although no one had officially called the race yet, it was obviously over. I felt strangely empty -- nothing like the shock and terror of 2016, when I hadn't seriously considered the possibility that he might win. I didn't think he was going to win this time, but I also didn't think America was going to elect a Black woman to be president. One of those impossible outcomes would have to happen. Apparently it was this one.

Dusk over the "Secret Shelter" near Unionville, New York, on Election Day. (Rusty Foster) (Photo by Rusty Foster)


Another hiker had arrived in the evening and set up a tent outside. She was a young woman who had flip-flopped up to Katahdin from Delaware Water Gap and was only about 50 miles from finishing her hike. She'd stored her food in the cabin overnight, and when she came in to get it our eyes met just for an instant and we both made the same face, not quite a grimace but not quite not a grimace. I knew she also knew. Neither of us said anything -- I'm a middle-aged White guy with a beard, so I'm sure she didn't want to hazard a guess at what my politics might be, and I don't blame her. I didn't say anything because I just didn't really want to talk about it.
A couple miles north of the Secret Shelter, a short road walk brings you to Horler's deli in Unionville, New York. I was walking along the road into town when a work truck coming toward me slowed and stopped and the driver leaned toward the open passenger window. This isn't that unusual. When people see I'm a thru-hiker, they often want to talk to me or give me a snack or ask whether  I need anything. It wasn't the first time someone had pulled a car over to talk. I looked in the window, saw thick fingers holding a cigarette.
"How long have you been out?" he asked.
"Four months," I said.
I looked up at his face -- older guy, maybe late 50s. A lifetime of labor. Then my eyes caught his red hat. "Make America Great Again." I imagine my expression visibly changed. I knew what was coming.
"Trump won," he said. Not in any particular tone, not gloatingly or sadly. Just a fact.
"Uh-huh," I said.
"I just didn't know if you knew. If you have radio out there or anything."
"I already knew," I said and walked away.
I've thought a lot about this exchange, and I think he was having a nice morning and wanted to do me a favor and share the news with someone who might be yearning to know it. He was living in an imaginary world where someone in the woods couldn't know the news. But we all have phones, like him, like everyone. I already knew.
To hike the Appalachian Trail is to constantly need help from strangers and to receive it for no other reason than need. A ride to town. An invitation to fill up your water bottles at a home or a business. The convenience store clerk who put a banana in my bag of food after she rang everything up without even asking me. Two huge coolers stocked full of food and drinks near a trail kiosk in Connecticut. There were days in Pennsylvania when my only water came from caches of gallon jugs left at road crossings by a local who made it their business to provide water on an otherwise dry section. A private cabin left unlocked and entrusted to the use and care of whoever might be hiking past.
Even more, the entire trail exists as a gift from volunteers. Every night that I'm warm and dry inside a shelter, it's because of the hard work and organization of the volunteer trail clubs who build and maintain them. I've hiked past trail crews at work on the trail itself, and it is hard physical labor, digging holes in unyielding mountain earth and moving rocks with human power and simple rigging.

Bake Oven Knob shelter near Palmerton, Pennsylvania, on Oct 30. It's one of many Appalachian Trail shelters built and maintained by volunteers. (Rusty Foster) (Photo by Rusty Foster)


The trail isn't just a path through the woods, it's a society organized around some of the best and most characteristically American virtues: spontaneous helpfulness, neighborly concern for a stranger, collective work for the common good. These virtues aren't restricted to the trail; I've seen them all over the country. I've lived in Massachusetts, Maine, Virginia,  D.C., San Francisco. I've driven across the country several times. Everywhere, people are friendly. If you need help, someone will help you. I'm sure we can all think of exceptions, but they are exceptions -- we're famous around the world for our outgoing cheerfulness and willingness to drop everything to help someone we just met. These aren't just "small-town virtues." I've watched half a dozen New Yorkers, all unknown to each other, convene an impromptu colloquy on a busy sidewalk to determine the optimum route for a lost tourist to reach his destination. In Union Station in D.C., I saw an elderly woman fall and cut her face and a dozen passengers hurrying for their own trains stop to help her. Everywhere, as individuals, this is how Americans act.
In Maine, there's a lake camp just off the trail where the owner feeds hikers every morning. For $12, he'll make you eggs, sausage, coffee, juice and a stack of 12  pancakes, if you can eat them all. If you can't eat them all, he'll give you a Ziploc bag to take the leftovers. If you can't pay, or don't want to, he'll feed you anyway. He has a fund of money from other hikers who've paid extra just for this purpose, but he says it never gets any smaller. He doesn't do this for money. He doesn't get anything out of it but extra work, along with a little company in the morning. He had a son in the military who died, but he doesn't like to talk about it. When you go inside the camp building you pass a huge Trump 2024 flag hanging on the wall outside. It's tempting to imagine that the person who would feed a group of strangers every morning just because they're camped at his doorstep and hungry is somehow different than the person who would vote for deportation camps. But they're the same person. We're all the same people.
How can we reconcile living our lives with such openness, such abundant kindness and governing ourselves with such fear and hate? I don't know. It's another clear, chilly day in America. I guess I'll keep walking.
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The real story of inflation 
Covid-era stimulus didn't cause higher prices. It was the pandemic itself. 
By Peter R. Orszag | 2024-11-14
Peter R. Orszag is chief executive of the global financial firm Lazard. He previously has served as director of the Office of Management and Budget and director of the Congressional Budget Office.
Inflation turned out to be a defining issue of the 2024 election, but the common story about its cause -- covid-era stimulus -- is more wrong than right. We should not learn a mistaken lesson.
The culprit is often identified as the American Rescue Plan, a $2 trillion stimulus package enacted in March 2021, which followed other relief packages provided in 2020. According to this theory, the government may have meant well, but it put too much money into people's pockets, drove up demand and unleashed inflation.
This story is intuitively appealing, and it is no surprise it became a popular narrative with the media. The weight of the evidence, however, suggests that the package had only a modest impact on the path of inflation.
The central cause was the pandemic itself -- and the nearly unprecedented supply-side shock it caused, which extended beyond the crisis itself.
Along with Robin Brooks of Brookings and William Murdock of Lazard, I have parsed a variety of economic data through the arc of the pandemic, including a commonly used measure of demand, supply indicators such as  delivery times, and a proxy for how firms manage their inventories.
The results show that supply-chain variables directly accounted for 79 percent of the rise in underlying inflation in 2021. These effects then continued into 2022, with ongoing supply issues directly explaining 60 percent of the rise in inflation that year. The rest was more than accounted for by spillovers from the 2021 supply-driven inflation. All of which leaves only a modest role for demand-driven effects like the covid relief package.
Why did these effects play out over such a long time? At the start of the pandemic, Americans shifted their spending from services (like travel, eating out and going to the movies) to goods (like computer hardware and exercise equipment) -- just as a snarled supply chain caused those goods to be in short supply. This caused prices to spike.
Supply chain disruptions, as traditionally measured by delivery times, righted themselves largely by 2022, so on the surface it might seem like these effects would have then, too. But in response to the severity of the shock, which has no modern comparison, inventory managers were cautious through at least the summer of 2024.
As a global CEO recently said, companies did not want to get caught not having what consumers wanted in stock again. Increasing prices to dampen demand and extend inventory life meant that the prices charged to consumers rose further above the cost to the seller. This meant profit margins went up, not because of "greedflation" but instead because of a rational response to businesses managing their inventories.
Other effects, including the impact on housing and the catch-up in services spending that occurred after the economy reopened, also meant that the inflationary impact of the pandemic lasted long after the pandemic itself had ended.
In this multistage process of inflation's arc, the American Rescue Plan played a minimal role. The stages would have occurred regardless of whether the plan was $2 trillion, $1 trillion or $500 billion. It simply takes a long time for economies to adjust to massive shocks like the pandemic.
This conclusion may strain credulity to those accustomed to hearing the typical mantra that fiscal excess triggered inflation. There are some common-sense pieces of evidence supporting our conclusion.
For starters, look across countries. If the American Rescue Plan caused inflation, we should see that countries that provided more of such covid relief experienced more inflation. Yet other countries like Germany and  Britain did a lot less covid relief and experienced similar inflation to the United States. An analysis including a wide array of countries suggests no broader relationship, as the chart shows. (The cross-country evidence, if anything, suggests the U.S. enjoyed the benefit of more rapid growth without paying the price of higher inflation.)
Another approach is to look across states within the United States. If pandemic relief was the primary culprit, then we should see that the states where households received more support also experienced higher inflation. That is also not the case, as a recent National Bureau of Economic Research paper concluded.
Finally, if elevated demand from covid stimulus was the cause of inflation, reducing inflation would have required a big hit to that demand. This is why some economists predicted  unemployment would need to rise dramatically to bring inflation down. Instead, consumer price inflation has fallen from 9 percent in June 2022 to roughly 2.5 percent today while the unemployment rate has risen relatively modestly, rising from 3.6 percent to 4.1 percent. This is the "dog that didn't bark": inflation largely wasn't caused by demand, so it wasn't necessary to slash demand to bring inflation back down. (The stunning implication is inflation would have fallen significantly even without the Fed's tightening.)
If inflation was not primarily due to the fiscal response to the pandemic, that in turn raises the question: Would voters have punished the Biden-Harris administration as harshly if it were clear the inflation was mostly just because of the pandemic?
The backlash against governments across the world, especially in Europe, suggests it may not have mattered. In those countries, fiscal relief packages were much smaller  and could not have  been plausibly blamed for the inflation. Incumbents across the board   did badly in  elections after inflation hit.
There will be future health and economic crises. Misunderstanding the underlying causes of recent inflation risks hampering effective policymaking when the next crisis happens. Leaders may be hesitant to provide significant fiscal relief out of fear of stoking inflation. While each situation is different, it would be a mistake to reach that conclusion from this covid episode.
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For Trump, dubious nominees come in threes
Matt Gaetz, Tulsi Gabbard and Pete Hegseth will test Senate Republicans' commitment to the country. 
By Editorial Board | 2024-11-14

Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-Florida) grills Attorney General Merrick Garland during a House Judiciary Committee hearing in June. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) 


Like his predecessors, President-elect Donald Trump is entitled to some deference from the Senate and the public at large in making nominations to top positions. In return for this, however, there is an implied requirement that he name plausibly qualified candidates. He has done that in some cases, such as his selection of Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Florida) as secretary of state. Yet, on Tuesday and Wednesday, he announced three nominees for major national security roles, each of whom is ideologically extreme and lacks necessary experience: Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-Florida) as attorney general; Fox News host and Army veteran Pete Hegseth as defense secretary; and former Hawaii congresswoman Tulsi Gabbard as director of national intelligence. Each pick presents the incoming Republican-majority Senate with a major test of its ability to put the public interest ahead of party loyalty.
Mr. Hegseth, 44, served honorably in combat areas overseas. But as a conservative activist during Mr. Trump's first term, he campaigned -- successfully, alas -- on behalf of executive clemency for military members accused or convicted of war crimes. He has never run a large organization of any kind, much less an entity with an $842 billion budget such as the Pentagon. Ms. Gabbard, a reflexive critic of U.S. engagement abroad, has no significant intelligence background and has described Syrian dictator Bashar al-Assad, whom she met in 2017 after he used chemical weapons to slaughter children, as "not an enemy of the United States."
Mr. Gaetz, meanwhile, has exhibited routine poor judgment and a willingness to throw the country into chaos. He dethroned Kevin McCarthy as speaker of the House last year, plunging the GOP conference into prolonged anarchy. His baggage could fill Justice Department headquarters: He remains under investigation by the House Ethics Committee for allegations of sexual misconduct, illegal drug use and accepting improper gifts. Federal prosecutors investigated him for sex trafficking, in a case that revolved around allegations that he paid for sex and had a sexual relationship with a minor; they declined to file charges because they had concerns that two witnesses' credibility issues would make it hard to prove their case to a jury. Mr. Gaetz categorically denied wrongdoing.
Mr. Gaetz, 42, worked briefly in private practice after William & Mary Law School before winning a state House seat in 2010 and coming to Congress in 2017, where he quickly earned a reputation as an over-the-top Trump apologist. This is likely why he appeals to Mr. Trump -- and why he is such a bad fit to run a department that has sought to maintain a modicum of independence since Watergate.
Compare Mr. Gaetz with the attorney general Mr. Trump nominated him to replace. Merrick Garland, 72, served as a federal prosecutor, overseeing the investigation into the Oklahoma City bombing, and became chief judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, the second-most-important court in the country. After Senate Republicans blocked a hearing for his nomination to the Supreme Court, Mr. Garland vigorously defended the rule of law during his term as attorney general. Keeping the White House at arm's length, Mr. Garland appointed special counsels to investigate President Joe Biden for mishandling classified documents and the president's son, Hunter Biden, for gun and tax crimes.
Wednesday's announcement is the most worrisome indicator since the election that Mr. Trump could pursue retribution against perceived enemies. And it came on the same day that Mr. Biden warmly welcomed the incoming president into the Oval Office -- a courtesy that Mr. Trump did not extend Mr. Biden four years ago. In addition to all federal prosecutors, Mr. Gaetz would oversee the FBI, Drug Enforcement Administration and Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives if he were confirmed. About 115,000 employees would report to him.
Mr. Trump said in a statement that "Matt will root out the systemic corruption at DOJ" and "restore Americans' badly-shattered Faith and Confidence in the Justice Department." There is no systemic corruption inside the Justice Department. In search of Trump enemies, Mr. Gaetz would wreak havoc on morale among the public-spirited federal law enforcement officials the nation needs to fight crime and keep Americans safe. Mr. Gaetz's record also suggests he would be inclined to "weaponize" the justice system, as Republicans have hyperbolically accused the Biden administration of doing.
Mr. Trump named Mr. Gaetz, Mr. Hegseth and Ms. Gabbard just as Senate Republicans were choosing John Thune (South Dakota), a relatively conventional conservative politician, to be majority leader. It falls to Mr. Thune to show that, under his leadership, advice and consent has real meaning and that the Senate will not rubber-stamp manifestly unfit choices to crucial positions.
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Trump's Cabinet is a dream
I must have eaten a tainted anchovy before bed.
By Alexandra Petri | 2024-11-13

President-elect Donald Trump speaks on Wednesday in D.C. (Alex Brandon/AP) 


Please send help! I think I fell asleep in the middle of the announcement of Marco Rubio as secretary of state, because I dreamed Donald Trump continued picking his Cabinet and every announcement went like this:
Breaking! Donald Trump has picked a ventriloquist's cursed doll (previously investigated for sex trafficking) as attorney general! He'll also be in charge of the FBI!
Huge news! An Oil Well With A Little Twirling Mustache is Trump's top pick to be in charge of the Environmental Protection Agency! All the trees have started to weep and begun their slow procession to the west, as have the guardian Ents and the elves who reside within their leafy cloisters. Seems worrisome to me but Team Trump considers it a win!
WHOA! The phrase "we are what we pretend to be, so we must be careful about what we pretend to be" written over and over on a chalkboard is now going to be our ambassador to the United Nations! That doesn't sound great until you hear that also in contention were the Artificially High-Pitched Baby Voice of A Megachurch Pastor's Wife, Lord of The Flies But Only The Parts Where Piggy Gets Hurt and A Box Labeled: FREE MEASLES! TAKE ONE. Still not ideal, though!
BREAKING! A semi-automatic rifle who HATES women will be replacing the Education Department entirely. Better luck next time, schoolchildren!
I Don't Know has stopped playing third base in an Abbott and Costello sketch and is now going to be the director of national intelligence.
A Boot Stepping On A Human Face is now going to be in charge of the Department of Homeland Security! This is actually a relief; we thought it would be Richard Grenell. (Feminists, delight: the boot is a ladies' boot!)
The Artificial Intelligence Bot Your Boss Has Decided Will Do Your Job Better Than You Because He Fundamentally Doesn't Understand What You Do is the current front-runner to be our new secretary of commerce! But that depends on whether Elon Musk likes him or not. That Sinking Feeling Whenever You See A Cybertruck In The Wild is in contention, too, as is The Grim Sense of Resignation To The Fact That You're Going To Have To Know And Care About What Elon Musk Thinks For The Rest of Your Life.
Whoa! All 16 volumes of the "Left Behind" series are going to be our new ambassador to Israel.
A Name You Hadn't Heard In Four Years That Makes Your Whole Body Recoil is going to be the No. 1 Policy Adviser For Vengeance! Great! You'll hear this name every day now!
Hmm! A VILE WIND BEARING PESTILENCE AND LAMENTATIONS will likely be in charge of the Department of Health and Human Services! This is actually a huge relief because Trump was considering the words "your body, my choice" for the position until Monday, but their interview went badly. Don't get too complacent though: The box of free measles and a committee composed of all RFK Jr.'s weird roadkill are still in the running.
THRILLING! A Haven For Hand Germs Who Hosts A Show On Fox News And Is An Active Supporter Of War Criminals will be in charge of the Defense Department.
Wait, what? Am I awake? The secretary of defense pick actually is Pete Hegseth, who is opposed to women in combat roles, doesn't wash his hands and lobbied hard for the pardon of Eddie Gallagher? "Don't worry! I'm sure he was joking about the hand-washing thing!" No, that is not the part that I was upset about. Let's go back to the part where he's been working tirelessly to get pardons for a man his fellow soldiers described as "freaking evil" and "perfectly O.K. with killing anybody that was moving"? That's not disqualifying?
No, no, this is all wrong. I am still in the dream. I must have eaten a tainted anchovy before bed. I know I have not been sleeping well since the election, and this must be more of that. See? I think I just saw the announcement of Matt Gaetz as attorney general.
No, thank you. I refuse to be awake. I am not getting out of bed.
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The people have spoken
Ann Telnaes cartoon on voters choosing Donald Trump.
By Ann Telnaes | 2024-11-13

(Ann Telnaes/The Washington Post)
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How MAGA is Trump's new team? Our columnists are watching.
Plus: Senate leadership. Elon Musk, learning math and dropping space junk. The January Seventh Test.
By Amanda Katz | 2024-11-13
You're reading the Today's Opinions newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.

Sen. John Thune (R-South Dakota) at a news conference on Wednesday after being elected as majority leader. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 


Our columnists, along with many others at home and abroad, are trying to figure out what the Trump II era will look like, with clues to the new order coming thick and fast, though not always pointing in the same direction. On Wednesday, we learned that, despite pressure to make the Senate a rubber stamp for Donald Trump, Republicans in that chamber had on a secret ballot chosen current Minority Whip John Thune (South Dakota) to be majority leader in the next Congress.
Thune is no RINO, as Jim Geraghty writes. During the first Trump administration, he voted with the president's positions 91.4 percent of the time, and he has said he is committed to executing Trump's agenda. But he is not Rick Scott, the even-more-in-line senator backed for leader by the likes of Tucker Carlson and Elon Musk. The fact that this is what happened when ballots were anonymous, rather than exposed to public MAGA-world pressure, is no accident. Maybe, Jim says, that's a sign: "Not every established rule, custom and norm in Washington will be revoked as Trump returns to the Oval Office."
Alexandra Petri shares her colleagues' concerns about Trump's strategy to let his appointees skip the "advice and consent" stuff from the Senate by doing recess appointments. As she writes, satirically: "Look, the Constitution was much too hung up on this separation of powers thing, on the grounds that you didn't want one branch of government acting without checks and balances from the others, lest it start abusing its power and eroding the people's rights and freedoms. But who needs the people's rights and freedoms?" And as Ruth Marcus pointed out this week, Thune is not objecting; he promised that "'all options are on the table' to get Trump administration officials in place, 'including recess appointments.'"

(The Washington Post) 


As less conventional parts of the Trump transition take shape, meanwhile, George Will's head seems liable to explode as the old-school conservative watches a lot of newbies try to figure out the basics in real time. While we don't wish that for him, it's truly something to see George exasperatedly try to explain basic governmental math.
On the task before Elon Musk, new co-leader of a Trump advisory group very cleverly called the Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE): "Debt service (13.1 percent of fiscal 2024 spending) is not optional and is larger than defense (12.9 percent), which Trump wants to increase. Entitlements (principally Social Security and Medicare) are 34.6 percent, and by Trumpian fiat are sacrosanct. So, Musk's promise is to cut about 30 percent of the total budget from a roughly 40 percent portion of the budget, politics be damned." We'll keep you posted on how that goes.
Of course, figuring all this out is merely one task before the overextended Musk, a piece of whose SpaceX Dragon capsule recently plummeted out of the sky and into the field of a farmer in Saskatchewan. In a piece enhanced with cool interactive graphics, the Editorial Board takes a look at the growing problem of space junk. Though it hasn't really caught up with us yet, "over time, the planet could be surrounded by a cloud of tiny pieces of junk that make important areas inhospitable to human activity and the space-based devices that enable modern life," the board writes. "People and their machines could be trapped on Earth until the debris field clears, which could take decades." Good luck, kids!
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
Out go the old ways.
Three branches of government?
Why not trim to one?
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. See you tomorrow!
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Who are you calling entitled? Americans earned their benefits.
Plus, local traffic quandaries.
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-11-13

Catherine Ann Ayres, 73, in Las Vegas on April 10. (Bridget Bennett for The Washington Post) 


Regarding George F. Will's Oct. 31 op-ed, "Entitlements bury the myth of American self-reliance":
Mr. Will's column prompts a question: Should we let everyone just go on without any help from our government?
I am a retired physician, and my wife continues to work as a psychotherapist. We are both in our ninth decade. We have prepared for retirement, and we do not need the Social Security payments that we receive monthly. I believe that those of us in this position should get less, and more should be given to those with less income. Likewise, if Medicare did not exist, we could purchase other health insurance.
I practiced medicine for close to 50 years in Prince George's County, Maryland, and I saw thousands of patients who could not have survived without Social Security. Rent, food and meager incidentals used up all of their monthly payments. Likewise, Medicare was their lifeline, enabling them to stay healthy. They often could not afford their medicines, and, for many years, the samples that physicians' offices provided carried them over when their incomes fell short.
There are many ways that reforming entitlements could lower government costs and not add to our debt. Gearing payments to target need would be a start. Medicare has adopted some means of testing for Part B, but this could be adjusted further. Conversely, abandoning these programs to promote self-sufficiency would be cruel. It is beneath us.
Barry H. Epstein, Silver Spring
The facts George F. Will presented in his Oct. 31 op-ed are clear. However, I found his use of the term "entitlements" misleading.
I don't know when it became fashionable to call government-backed insurance programs "entitlements." Programs such as Medicare, Medicaid and Social Security are no more "entitlement" programs than my home or auto insurance. They ensure that aging Americans are cared for and have support if something major happens, and Americans pay for these programs with their taxes.
Mr. Will accurately attributed the rise in these transfer payments to the aging population in the United States. This is not at all surprising: People age. What is surprising is Congress's failure to respond to the growing population these programs support. Oversight of these programs is its responsibility, and it is failing.
Dan Lococo, Milwaukee
As George F. Will wrung his hands over the level of transfer payments ("entitlement" programs) in this country, he failed to provide context.
As reported last month by the St. Louis Federal Reserve, the top 10 percent of households have 67 percent of all the household wealth in the United States, while the bottom 50 percent have only 2.5 percent of the wealth.
Mr. Will suggested half of Americans are sitting around waiting for their checks, although he does begrudgingly acknowledge that most of those receiving $11,500 or more are seniors. (Should we cancel retirement?) And my goodness, he argued, that's almost as much as the $12,900 on average that Americans earn from investments. But even at a 5 percent return, you'd need a nest egg of nearly $260,000 to generate that much income. Guess what? The bottom half of the country has an average of only $51,000 in savings, and many Americans have much less.
Additionally, many Social Security recipients are working but not making a living wage.
But the cherry on top is how Mr. Will ignored the concentration of wealth among the 801 billionaires in this country who collectively hold $6.22 trillion. Since the pandemic, those people have seen their wealth only grow. And if you include some of the poor folk who haven't hit a billion yet and  look at the top 1 percent, those Americans hold more wealth than the entire middle class, as defined by many economists as the middle 60 percent of households by income, according to USA Today.
So what happens if we, as a country, don't address this massive wealth and income inequality?
Karen Yudelson Sandler, Washington
Let's note that George F. Will's Oct. 31 op-ed refuted his own oft-made assertion that this is a center-right nation. No, it's not. Americans are temperamentally conservative but operationally liberal. Show me a bar stool libertarian who says he hates big government, and I'll show you someone who would raise hell if you even suggested curtailing his Medicare benefits. What drives American attitudes toward big government is not individualism but cognitive dissonance.
Chris Gay, New York
George F. Will wrote a column on transfer payments in which he decried the idea that too many Americans live in what some would term a "nanny state." However, his primary argument cited the significant growth of Medicare and Medicaid reimbursements. These are paid directly to physicians and hospitals (which are increasingly getting bought by venture capital firms) or are issued to individuals as a direct result of the medical expenses they incur.
In no way is this money "income" any more than payments from your private or employer-subsidized health insurance are income. Mr. Will acknowledged that poverty-alleviation measures (i.e., cash payments) have decreased in the past 20 years. The primary beneficiary of these transfers is the health-care system.
Kate Meacham, Richmond
Prince George's County appears poised to allow stop-sign cameras in some locations. Given my experience being caught in one of Rockville's red-light camera traps, I am opposed, unless the law is very carefully written.
After viewing the online video of my violation, and feeling I did nothing wrong, I went to court to contest the citation. I was one of the last called that day, so I saw the video evidence against 15 to 20 other drivers, none of whom did anything unsafe, from what I saw. The prosecutor explained that Maryland law says drivers must stop before the stop line painted on the street in front of a traffic-control device. If your tire even touches the white line while stopping, even by a quarter-inch, you are guilty.
In many of the videos I saw, the other "guilty" drivers stopped completely, but their tire touched the white line. In others, drivers slowed to 1 or 2 mph and made a right-hand turn after carefully looking left. Pedestrians were not present in any video.
Since then, I have found myself observing the driving habits of police in marked cars. It is no surprise that they drive like the rest of us and creep up until they have a clear view of cross traffic and stop on the white line, or turn right at very slow speeds.
No one wants people to blow through red lights and stop signs. However, electronically fining people for something no human officer would write a ticket for is an unjust way to raise revenue.
Dave Palmer, Rockville
The District has recently implemented the Clear Lanes program, which automatically tickets vehicles blocking a bus lane or bus stop based on video captured by city buses in transit.
The technology appears to work well. However, there is an implementation problem that is causing unjustified ticketing to the tune of $100 per "infraction."
Under D.C. law, cars may not park within 80 feet of the approach to a bus stop. However, in some locations, there are still parking meters installed within this approach zone. Thus, drivers park at what appears to be a valid parking meter and later receive a $100 parking ticket courtesy of the camera. Appealing can cost as much as an additional $60.
The fact that these meters exist in no-parking zones feels like entrapment, a way for the city to make money off its residents and visitors.
Greg Bloy, Haymarket
Nationwide, the auto insurance system is undeniably broken, and Maryland illustrates the urgency of this crisis. With 15 percent of the state's drivers uninsured, taxpayers are forced to subsidize hundreds of thousands of motorists each year. This issue is not isolated to Maryland; it highlights a systemic problem across the country, in which responsible drivers unfairly bear the financial burden of those who choose to ignore insurance requirements.
The urgency to repair this system cannot be overstated, as the financial strain on drivers is only set to intensify. Vehicles are becoming increasingly expensive to repair because of advanced electronics, and insurance premiums continue to skyrocket. In the D.C. metro area, the average annual cost of full coverage for a single car is $2,430, with Maryland's rates even higher, at $2,493.
The trajectory of rising insurance costs is unsustainable and will inevitably push more drivers to drop coverage, making it even harder for many to afford vehicles. This vicious cycle not only leaves taxpayers subsidizing more uninsured drivers but also puts everyone on the road at greater risk that an accident will have devastating financial consequences.
Mass transit is not a viable alternative for many residents of suburban and rural areas.
Instead, a bold, creative overhaul of auto insurance is needed now. Maryland's new law increasing fees for uninsured motorists is a start, as is Virginia's insurance requirement. But stronger enforcement, innovative coverage models, technological advancements and state-funded interventions must be explored immediately to prevent the financial burden from growing further and threatening the stability of the auto insurance system nationwide.
Hampton Brown, Fulton
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Thune and Senate traditions beat Musk, Carlson and the MAGA-verse
John Thune's victory as GOP Senate majority leader shows not all of Washington is Trump-ified. 
By Jim Geraghty | 2024-11-13

Sen. John Thune (R-South Dakota) on Capitol Hill ahead of the Republican vote for Senate majority leader on Wednesday. (Leah Millis/Reuters)


Something odd happened in the run-up to the Republican Senate leadership election on Wednesday. The leader of each party in the Senate is chosen shortly after U.S. elections, behind closed doors, with a secret ballot. The Senate is all about relationships, and few senators want to be on lasting bad terms with any colleague -- let alone their leader in the chamber.
But a whole bunch of MAGA influencers treated the Senate leadership race like a traditional election, with in-your-face public campaigning -- suddenly insisting that President-elect Donald Trump's agenda depended on the election of Rick Scott (Florida) as the next GOP majority leader, as opposed to Minority Whip John Thune of South Dakota or John Cornyn of Texas.
Elon Musk backed Scott on his platform, X. So did Robert F. Kennedy Jr. and Vivek Ramaswamy, Charlie Kirk and others in the MAGA-verse.
Tucker Carlson fumed, "Two of the three candidates hate Trump and what he ran on. One of them, John Cornyn, is an angry liberal whose politics are indistinguishable from Liz Cheney's. The election is Wednesday, it's by secret ballot, and it will determine whether the new administration succeeds. Rick Scott of Florida is the only candidate who agrees with Donald Trump. Call your senator and demand a public endorsement of Rick Scott."
Carlson's contention that Scott is the only one who agrees with Trump is ironic, considering how Thune voted with the Trump administration's positions 91.4 percent of the time, Cornyn 92.2 percent of the time and Scott 84.1 percent of the time. (You could argue that in the Biden years, Cornyn and Thune were a bit more cooperative with Democrats; Thune voted with the Biden administration's positions 34.8 percent of the time, Cornyn 48.5 percent and Scott 13 percent.)
Lo and behold, Scott's high-profile endorsements and public pressure campaign from the online MAGA world didn't work. With a secret ballot, plenty of senators didn't fear the consequences of a vote for Thune or Cornyn, with Thune getting the nod.
Not every established rule, custom and norm in Washington will be revoked as Trump returns to the Oval Office.
Time will tell how Thune performs in the role of majority leader. The job is not primarily focused on ideology, and it isn't the place for a bomb thrower. As Mitch McConnell showed during his 17-year stint as Republican leader in the majority and minority, the main task is to know your conference and what each member can and can't vote for without endangering his or her reelection bid. Susan Collins of Maine won't always be able to vote for the same legislation as Mike Lee of Utah. A majority leader wants to make life as easy as possible for the conference, and, when the opportunity arises, as difficult as possible for the opposition.
There's little reason to expect any GOP Senate majority leader to butt heads much with Trump -- he just won a stunning victory, and Republicans are eager to enact as much of his agenda as possible while they have the opportunity. But Scott's stumbling in the leadership race is a small demonstration that not all of Washington or the GOP will be Trump-ified.
It appears that gentle favor-trading, relationship-building and collegiality are still the way to become leader of your party in the Senate. Go figure. Effusive endorsements from the likes of Elon Musk and Tucker Carlson just don't carry that much weight in the halls of the Senate.
Post Opinions wants to know: if you're a federal employee, how are you thinking about your job and the changes that the next administration may bring? What do you think government could be doing better? Share your thoughts with us and they may be published as letters to the editor.
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Yes, a woman can be president
Misogyny is the wrong lesson for Democrats to take away from 2024.
By Matt Bai | 2024-11-13

Supporters of Kamala Harris embrace after the vice president delivered her concession speech at Howard University in D.C. on Nov. 6. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post) 


The day after Hillary Clinton lost in 2016, I watched as my 8-year-old daughter stared mournfully out the window of a train back from New York, and I made her a promise I felt sure I could keep: I told her she would see a woman elected president in her lifetime. She blinked for a moment and then asked me quietly, "In your lifetime, too?"
I've told this story before, but it haunts me still. Her question was hard to hear, because it said so much about the suddenly shrinking limits of her world.
Eight years later, Democrats are talking again about the country's reluctance to elect a qualified woman (an explanation fanned by at least one election swami grasping to explain the failure of his parlor trick). They should stop. It's the wrong lesson for Democrats to take away from 2024 -- and an unconscionable thing to tell our daughters.
I know it's harder being a woman. No argument there. We hold women to different standards in public life, asking them to traverse a hazy and treacherous line between maternalism and toughness. I don't think you would ever hear JD Vance mock a straight, married stepfather for being childless.
But in a multicultural society whose attitudes are always evolving, the relevant question isn't whether identity poses a challenge in running for higher office; it's whether identity remains a dealbreaker. Probably no Catholic American could have gotten elected president when Al Smith ran in 1928; by the time John F. Kennedy spoke publicly about his faith in 1960, it was merely an obstacle.
Jesse Jackson was considered a symbolic candidate in 1984, when political observers assumed -- probably correctly -- that a Black man couldn't win the White House. Four years later, he emerged as a more serious force, and 20 years after that, he watched as Barack Obama was elected with 53 percent of the vote. Race was a factor for Obama, in both negative and positive ways, but only one factor among many.
All evidence suggests that the same is now true for women. Of the 60 women who have ever served in the U.S. Senate, 25 of them are serving right now -- one-quarter of the stodgiest male-dominated club in America. Twenty-five years ago, that number was nine.
When Kelly Ayotte, a former Republican senator, takes her place in the New Hampshire State House in January, 13 of the nation's 50 governors will be women. At the turn of this century, which was about 10 minutes ago in historical terms, there were three. (Black women, of course, are considerably rarer in statewide office, but here, too, there is some progress: The next Senate will be the first with two Black women serving at the same time.)
"But the presidency is clearly different," you might say. "Look at what happened in 2016 and 2024!" And here's where I have to get real with you, even though I know you're in no mood to hear it. Whatever kind of president you think Hillary Clinton or Kamala Harris would have made, neither was anything close to an ideal candidate.
For whatever reason, the first two women nominees in our history turned out to be institutional candidates. Both were Washington insiders who were closely tethered in the public mind to White, male predecessors. (Maybe that's the only way these first women candidates were able to break down the door for everyone else.) Neither faced a competitive primary or, truth be told, was an especially gifted political communicator.
They were essentially the female versions of John F. Kerry or Mitt Romney -- neither of whom received as many votes as either Clinton or Harris did.
"But neither of those guys ran against an aspiring dictator who was so widely reviled," you might counter. Well, okay. All I can tell you is that I covered both of those campaigns, and I promise that the overwhelming majority of base voters for Kerry and Romney thought they were running against the worst president anyone had ever seen. (If only they'd known what was coming.)
If you built a time machine and went back to last January and showed me the colored states on this year's election map, I would not have been at all surprised; I would have assumed Nikki Haley had won the Republican nomination and run against President Joe Biden. If Donald Trump, with his dreadful favorability ratings, managed to pull off such a decisive victory, then it's inconceivable to me that Haley wouldn't have beaten either Biden or Harris in a genuine landslide.
So the worst thing Democrats can do right now, both for the country and for their own electoral prospects, is look askance at some of their best potential candidates for the next few elections because they've foolishly convinced themselves that America is too misogynistic to elect a woman. It also happens to be the worst message you can send to girls and young women, who might right now be feeling despair about the limits of their ambitions, when in reality they have never been more capable of reaching the pinnacle of American politics.
In my lifetime? I still think so, yes. In their lifetimes? I haven't a doubt.
Post Opinions wants to know: if you're a federal employee, how are you thinking about your job and the changes that the next administration may bring? What do you think government could be doing better? Share your thoughts with us and they may be published as letters to the editor.
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Enough what-ifs. Let's move on and plan for Trump. 
Plus: More reader questions. Cambridge as a sanctuary city. Democrats in Wisconsin.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-11-13

Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers, far left, and Sen. Tammy Baldwin (D-Wisconsin) talk with Gerard Randall, Wisconsin first vice chair of the Republican Party, at Miss Katie's Diner in Milwaukee on Nov. 5. (Andy Manis/Getty Images)


You're reading Jennifer Rubin's subscriber-only newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox. 
This week, I take questions and add some perspective as we prepare for a new administration. With the election behind us, I am rolling out some new sections. Journalism 101 will now highlight a local or student outlet; great journalism closest to communities deserves our attention. And, in lieu of a litigation section, each Mailbag newsletter will feature a "green shoots" section calling attention to a promising development. It is a small retort to the negative bias inherent in much media coverage.
Please send in your favorite recent local/student news coverage and green shoots story -- contributions are welcome! There are good things happening in America worth noting.
A reader asks: Much has been said about the Democrats abandoning the working class. What's your view? What's the remedy? How can the Democratic Party become better partners of the working class? As examples, I recall President Barack Obama bailed out the auto industry. President Joe Biden pushed through the infrastructure bill and the Chips Act to promote manufacturing. Inflation is a worldwide problem that seems to be moderating. What am I missing?
Answer: Obama completed the bailout of the auto industry. The Biden administration was among the most pro-worker in history, igniting a manufacturing renaissance and disproportionately helping lower-wage earners. Democrats have hardly ignored the working class. Nevertheless, they were swept from power like virtually all other incumbent governments in Western democracies following covid and the inflation surge. Democrats should double down on economic policies to help the working and middle class, and fiercely oppose MAGA policies that favor the rich and big corporations. Combating a right-wing disinformation ecosphere is also essential.
A reader asks: Why not California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D)? Most of your good governor picks in your recent newsletter were east of the Mississippi. You know, there is civilization out here in the west and on the Pacific coast.
Answer: Newsom's approval is less than 30 percent. If Democrats want to appeal to working-class voters and shore up the "blue wall," they would do better to choose someone who does not exemplify coastal elitism. Other good choices: Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (a combat vet), Colorado Gov. Jared Polis and Sen. Mark Kelly (Arizona).
A reader asks: The buck stops where? Trump has never, and will never, take blame for anything that goes wrong, and most of his supporters seem to accept that and support his deflection of blame. How do we deal with this when things go wrong over the next four years? "I told you so" is not constructive. (It usually makes it worse.)
Answer: But once things go awry, "He failed" or "He made your life worse" often works! Consistent, unrelenting and candid focus on policy flubs will be essential to Democrats' effort to reintroduce Americans to economic reality.
A reader asks: How can Democrats fight Fox News?
Answer: They need a complete restructuring of their approach to media, complete with new platforms. Streaming, podcasts, social media and nonprofit media must be developed -- let 100 flowers bloom!
A reader asks: Special counsel Jack Smith announced his two prosecutions will wrap up without going to trial. What happens to all the evidence that was collected? I would like to think that it can be put into the public record outside of a court of law.
Answer: It's an important question. Under the special counsel law, Smith must complete a report for the attorney general. That can include a full account of all of the evidence, analysis of the law and recommendation for prosecution of accomplices. We should be under no illusion that Trump will ever be held legally responsible for his actions. Nevertheless, a historical record is important. Moreover, if Trump decides to pardon violent Jan. 6 insurrectionists, Smith's account will make for a powerful rebuttal to Trump's disdain for law enforcement officers killed and wounded -- and his decision to reward violence.
A reader asks: What about the millions of Democratic voters who reportedly stayed home? Thoughts? If the GOP overreaches, as they tend to do, will these voters return to the polls in 2026?
Answer: Not all votes have been counted. Once millions of ballots from California and elsewhere are tabulated, we can determine where the drop-off occurred. It may be that in noncompetitive states, Democrats didn't bother to show up. This would be an indictment of the electoral college; it would also signal a challenge for Democrats to maintain engagement even in states where the presidential race is not competitive.
A reader asks: Why can't the super-rich pay for the wall they crave to keep out immigrants?
Answer: It might just be that these voters understand what a useless gimmick this is. Moreover, wealthy xenophobes might even acknowledge that Biden's executive order has already dramatically reduced border crossings, and that the bipartisan border bill Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris backed is a much cheaper and more effective means of controlling the border.
Endless symposia, panel discussions and pontification seeking to explain the victory of an ignorant, racist, cruel misogynist will not produce a clear and definitive reason for Americans' choice. Some voters plainly embraced White Christian nationalism. Others are swimming in a sea of disinformation. Still others impacted by inflation and the perception they are falling further behind their parents lack understanding of Trump's proposed solutions. If it is any comfort to Democrats, they are not alone; virtually all incumbents in Western democracies have been swept from power after covid and inflation.
Zillions of solutions to reclaim democracy and functional government -- ranging from economic populism to civics education to voting reform -- abound. Rather than engaging in unsatisfying hypotheticals (What if Biden had decided not to run for reelection a year ago?), time is better spent preparing for the deluge of destructive and dangerous Trump policies. We owe it to the Americans who are most vulnerable to prepare legal and political defenses.
As for the majority of American voters who thought Trump was the answer to their problems, they are about to get a rude awakening.
The Harvard Crimson staff writers Benjamin Isaac and Avani B. Rai published a timely, detailed story concerning Cambridge city government's preparation for possible mass deportations. "Vice Mayor Marc C. McGovern doubled down on the city's commitment to honoring Cambridge's status as a sanctuary city, which limits its cooperation with federal immigration enforcement," the reporters explained. Reviewing the city's "sanctuary city" designation dating back to the 1980s, the report continued:
The report adds important context to the dilemma cities and states may face if President-elect Donald Trump proceeds with a mass roundup. As Trump's plans unfold, local and student outlets can provide us with critical insight into the human, economic and political toll involved in an unprecedented police action.
Wisconsin resisted the worst of the national lurch to the right. Not only did Democrats reelect Sen. Tammy Baldwin (D), but in the first election under new legislative maps (the result of the state Supreme Court's striking down some of the worst gerrymandered maps in the country), Democrats made gains in races that were competitive for the first time in decades.
"In the state legislature, Dems flipped all four targeted state Senate seats, ending the GOP's supermajority and putting Democrats on track for a majority in 2026," tweeted state Democratic chair Ben Wikler. "Meanwhile, Dems flipped 10 Assembly districts -- ending the massive Republican margin created by gerrymandered maps."
None of this would have been possible without Wisconsin Democrats' herculean effort in April 2023 to flip control of the state high court. The resulting 4-3 progressive majority made way for fairer and more competitive legislative races. It has now begun hearing a case to decide whether to uphold a lower-court decision striking down a 19th century abortion ban.
In short, progress is not a straight line -- it rests on building on past victories and insisting on fair elections. Wisconsin Democrats have shown how to make lasting gains.
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The world's richest person is about to receive a free public education
Elon Musk vows to cut more than $2 trillion from federal spending. Wait till he runs into Washington.
By George F. Will | 2024-11-13

Tesla and SpaceX chief executive Elon Musk at a presidential campaign rally for Donald Trump in Butler, Pennsylvania, on Oct. 5. (Alex Brandon/AP)


Being aggrieved is his pursuit of happiness, so 2020's sore loser is 2024's sore winner. Hence his announcement that his administration's adult supervision will not come from Mike Pompeo (West Point, four-term congressman, CIA director, secretary of state) or Nikki Haley (two-term governor, U.N. ambassador). Both have been excommunicated from the Church of Trump for unspecified (but easily imagined) deviationism.
Donald Trump, whose election owed much to inflation, ran promising to increase living costs. His favorite word is ("freedom"? "justice"? don't be silly) "tariff," and the point of tariffs is to increase prices of domestically produced goods by depressing competition from foreign goods. (A truism: Protectionist nations blockade their own ports.)
Elon Musk's reward for services rendered to Trump's campaign will be leadership of a commission to slice waste from and infuse efficiency into government. The world's richest man is about to get a free public education. He will learn this truism: Life is not one damn thing after another; it is the same damn thing over and over.
Musk says he can cut "at least" $2 trillion from federal spending -- say, one dollar in three. (Fiscal 2024 spending: $6.75 trillion.) Well.
Debt service (13.1 percent of fiscal 2024 spending) is not optional and is larger than defense (12.9 percent), which Trump wants to increase. Entitlements (principally Social Security and Medicare) are 34.6 percent and by Trumpian fiat are sacrosanct. So, Musk's promise is to cut about 30 percent of the total budget from a roughly 40 percent portion of the budget, politics be damned.
Musk was 10 years old in 1982 when Ronald Reagan appointed entrepreneur J. Peter Grace to purge government of waste and mismanagement. Grace, said Reagan, aimed to make government "more responsive to the wishes of the people." The problem is that government is too responsive to those wishes.
Instructed by Reagan not to "leave any stone unturned" combating "inefficiency," Grace found that under every stone lurks someone like the farmer who was the father of Major Major, a character in Joseph Heller's 1961 novel, "Catch-22." He was "a God-fearing, freedom-loving, law-abiding rugged individualist who held that federal aid to anyone but farmers was creeping socialism."
Grace's commission produced 2,478 recommendations, including this: Electricity produced by the Hoover Dam was being sold to parts of three Western states at Depression-era rates that were one-fourth to one-fourteenth of those paid by unsubsidized Americans. Congress responded to Grace's proposal -- stop this! -- by stampeding to extend for 30 more years this way-below-market price of a federal resource.
The Republican-controlled Senate voted 64-34, with Western senators unanimously adamant about continuing the subsidy lest an obnoxious principle -- federal resources should be sold at market prices -- be extended to water, grazing fees and other natural rights. Heaven forbid.
Musk might do some good; Trump's tariffs will do nothing but harm. Both, however, could cause Congress to rethink its decades of delegating dangerous discretion to presidents. They can unilaterally wreck international commerce and domestic prosperity with vague incantations about "national security" and "unfair" practices.
Progressives, especially, are executive power enthusiasts. They are about to discover the obvious: Things achieved by executive high-handedness -- President Joe Biden's executive orders; bureaucratic improvisations (e.g., the electric vehicle mandate) -- are written on water. Trump's dictates erasing Biden's, which erased Trump's, will endure until the next Democratic president erases them.
Policy instability is a price paid for Congress's abdications. Another Trump presidency might provoke most Democrats and many Republicans to revise their excessively president-centric understandings of government.
Democrats' post-election grieving will intensify when they realize this: After the 2030 Census, the migration of voters from high-tax, slow-growth blue states to booming red states will redistribute electoral votes. California likely will lose four of today's 54. New York, which had 47 in 1940 and has 28 today, might lose three. Illinois, which had 26 in 1972 and has 19 today, might have 17. Texas might gain four and Florida three.
Meanwhile, Democrats, who are experiencing freedom as Kris Kristofferson defined it ("Freedom's just another word for nothing left to lose"), should remember what today's Goldwater remnant -- the few, the proud, the obdurate -- remember. In 1964, they voted for the Arizona senator who lost 44 states to President Lyndon B. Johnson. Commentators wondered whether the GOP would ever again be competitive. With huge assists from Johnson -- Vietnam, Great Society excesses -- Republicans won four of the next five and five of the next seven presidential elections.
But, then, the remnant has always insisted that Barry Goldwater won in 1964. It just took 16 years to count the votes.
Post Opinions wants to know: If you're a federal employee, how are you thinking about your job and the changes that the next administration may bring? What do you think government could be doing better? Share your thoughts with us and they may be published as letters to the editor.
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Grab a tissue: This D.C. group is making crying in public a 'vibe'
Some came to the Cry n' Vibe event prepared with tissues, some dropped by after work, in search of catharsis. Others were still processing after the election.
By Meagan Flynn | 2024-11-14

Lesa Campbell, from left, Shannon White and Gabrielle Hights ham it up for the camera after the Cry n' Vibe event at the Southwest Library in D.C. on Tuesday. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 


Kiara McGowan set out to "build a community of criers" in D.C., and now that community had converged in the Southwest Library.
McGowan called it "the Cry n' Vibe."
"Would anyone like to share a story about the last time they cried?" Josephine Hill, the evening's emcee, asked the room.
Here, the fans of D.C.'s popular TikTok Crying in D.C. were meeting IRL for the first time. McGowan, its founder, liked to think of herself as an "anti-influencer": Rather than reviewing D.C.'s best restaurants or bookshops, she reviews D.C.'s best cry spots -- and now had invited her followers to one of her favorites, the Southwest Library.
Some had come prepared with tissues, not sure what to expect. A group cry, maybe? Some dropped by after work, in search of catharsis. Others were still processing after the election.
Jaxsyn Conway raised her hand first.
"Hi, everyone. My name is Jaxsyn."
"Hi, Jaxsyn!" the room responded, recognizing, laughing, that it felt a little like Criers Anonymous -- except here crying was no issue, and no one had any plans to stop.
"I last cried today," she said.

Jaxsyn Conway speaks about the last time she cried at the Cry n' Vibe event. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 


For McGowan, an ebullient Leo who launched Crying in D.C. in the summer of 2023, the real-life cry meetup was the apex of a personal journey to make crying in public a "vibe" -- after she couldn't help it last year and figured she might as well lean in. She's cried on the P6 bus. At the pier at the Yards. At a solo diner seat in Chinatown's revolving sushi bar. "I really enjoyed having a side of tempura sushi to go along with my tears," she said in the video post.
But although at first, McGowan admits, it was all a bit of a lark -- making light of her own tears -- Crying in D.C. took off, at times going viral. As it turned out, a lot of people in D.C. had something to cry about.
"It's been interesting to know that the worst thing that's ever happened to my life, like, built this -- and then also helped a lot of other people," said McGowan, now somewhat of an unofficial pro-crying spokeswoman in D.C. "But then it also made me realize that I'm not alone, you know what I mean?"

Kiara McGowan, creator of the TikTok account Crying in D.C., hugs Lesa Campbell after the event. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 


As McGowan previously told The Washington Post, it all started after she said she was pushed out of her job in a Senate office on Capitol Hill, just months after she had moved from Richmond to take the job. She started crying all the time, at the library, on the Metro. It was new for McGowan, who grew up suppressing tears, afraid to show weakness. She figured that a lot of women -- Black women in particular -- could relate.
"For the Black girls in the room," she said Tuesday, "I just want you to know that like it's okay for Black girls to cry. ... We don't really get the space for us to cry, right?"
For many of the Cry n' Vibe attendees, discovering her TikTok was liberating.
April Holloway, 44, said she's never worried about crying in front of people, whether she's on the bus or at her desk -- something that started happening more often after she began handling her father's medical care when he became ill several years ago. "It's not like I aim to cry in public. It's more like I don't have to hold back when the moment strikes," she said.
So when Holloway found McGowan's TikTok, she immediately gravitated, taking some of McGowan's recommendations. Like crying at Artechouse, an experimental art center, right near a restaurant she wanted to eat at. The verdict? "Nobody bothers you there. It's a fantastic place to cry."
Maranda Saling, who met McGowan working on the Hill, "where many tears are shed," said that when she started telling her friends about Tuesday night's Cry n' Vibe, "a couple were like, 'Oh, did you plan it after the election?'" -- as if it were a crying-liberal sketch straight out of 2016-era "Saturday Night Live."
"Nope," Saling responded. "We just cry."
Saling, 35, said she's been "Team Crying-in-Public" for years. She became a widow a decade ago. Sometimes the tears just hit in the grocery store. Some women offered words of comfort. Men stared. A particularly bold one asked why she was crying, disapproval in his tone, so she told him the truth to make him go away. But really she didn't care what anyone thought, and that was why it was so freeing.
"It is a vulnerability -- it can make men uncomfortable and they would like it to stop. But it's kind of been like, we're women, we're feeling and we're here," she said. "You can take it or leave it."

JK Phenix, Lashley Waldron and Emma Olesker play Cry n' Vibe bingo. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 


Though women dominated the Cry n' Vibe, a few men came, too.
"Especially because of my identity as a Black male, as a Black queer male, I didn't feel comfortable crying in front of other people," said JK Phenix, 27. "This platform Kiara has made, it helped me lean into that comfort."
At Phenix's table, he and a pair of D.C.-area women worked on filling out their crying bingo card -- a crying game, if you will, that included "has actually cried over spilled milk" as one square, which some people managed to cross off. The table's current discussion: who has cried over a commercial.

Packets of tissues were provided to attendees. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 



An attendee fills out a Cry n' Vibe bingo card. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 


Moving beyond Sarah McLaughlin's "Arms of an Angel" ad against animal cruelty, Phenix had some offers: A recent campaign ad got him -- tears about feeling seen. So did Beyonce's Super Bowl promo for "Cowboy Carter" -- excited tears: "I was like, oh, my God, this is a country album?"
Conway sat down to join them, arriving a bit late. Conway -- who'd had an emotional journaling sesh on her balcony that morning, complete with visits from stunning red dragonflies -- had to come check out the event "because I'm a crybaby," she said. But that was why she loved McGowan's TikTok. "A lot of people are afraid to cry, but she does it with no shame at all, and I love that."
Soon, McGowan and Hill, the emcee, quieted the crowd to get a group chat going, turning off a playlist that included "Song Cry" by Jay-Z and "Mad" by Solange.
The room got heavy as the group shared a mix of recent tearjerkers, including a parent struggling with addiction, a huge move and an episode of "Gossip Girls." "I'm here for the unserious criers," the "Gossip Girls" stan said.
But so far, no one had actually cried.
Although one got close.
"Hey, y'all. I'm Lesa," she said.
"Hey, Lesa!"
"I cried this morning. I'm probably going to cry tonight," she said. "Day One of a breakup."
The crowd let out a collective aww. Lesa sat back down. She could feel the tears coming on -- but it was okay, another woman said.
"That's what we're here for."

McGowan started Crying in D.C. after losing a job. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 
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D.C.-area forecast: Chilly showers this afternoon and tonight
The payoff is another beautiful fall weekend.
By David Streit | 2024-11-14
A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
3/10: The chill lingers, I am sad to report, while afternoon showers add to discomfort.
Clouds roll in today and showers arrive by afternoon for a bit of a dreary day. Lingering showers through the night help to put a slight dent in the dryness. Skies clear tomorrow just in time to usher in a fall weekend that is superbly mild and sunny.
Today (Thursday): Clouds quickly fill in any clear spots in the morning sky. Rain is likely to begin falling between midafternoon and sunset. Temperatures struggle to climb much with highs only in the upper 40s to lower 50s. East winds are on the light side. Confidence: Medium-High
Tonight: Showers should continue much of the night with a half-inch of much-needed precipitation possible. Some patchy fog is possible with only a very light northeast breeze. Lows drop into the low to mid-40s. Confidence: Medium-High
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast through the weekend...

Predicted rainfall through Friday from the National Weather Service. (WeatherBell) 


Tomorrow (Friday): Showers could linger in the early morning but should taper off quickly with clearing by afternoon. Northwest breezes pick up in the afternoon, but gusts should not be much more than 20 mph. Highs reach the low to mid-50s. Confidence: Medium
Tomorrow night: The supermoon -- also known as the beaver moon -- rises for all to see given mostly clear skies. Northwest winds diminish and lows drop to the upper 30s to lower 40s. Confidence: Medium-High
Saturday is a beauty for mid-November with tons of sun and highs in the upper 50s to lower 60s. Just right for bulb planting, holiday decorating or just relaxing outdoors. The lengthening nights allow lows to drop into the mid- to upper 30s despite the mild day. Confidence: Medium-High
Sunshine should remain abundant Sunday with highs mainly in the lower 60s and possibly mid-60s in the warmest locations. Overnight lows slip to the upper 30s to lower 40s. Confidence: Medium
A weak disturbance moving through the eastern Great Lakes on Monday should scatter some clouds into the area, but showers are likely to remain well to our north. Warmth remains in place with highs cozying up to the low to mid-60s. Confidence: Medium
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Officials detail increased D.C. security for certification, inauguration
Organizers have filed over 10 permit applications for demonstrations and displays in January related to Trump, democracy, the Israel-Gaza war and abortion.
By Ellie Silverman | 2024-11-14

Security fencing surrounds the Capitol in D.C. on Nov. 4. (J. Scott Applewhite/AP)


Officials on Wednesday pledged to secure the District ahead of the election certification and presidential inauguration in January, citing lessons learned on Jan. 6, 2021, and detailing plans that include anti-climb fencing, road closures, vehicle checkpoints and parking restrictions.
The posture, ahead of events that are routine for D.C., seeks to reassure residents and local leaders anxious about the transition of power after large-scale unrest in recent years. U.S. Capitol Police Chief J. Thomas Manger said the agency has strengthened its preparations, informed by the security failures before and during the attack on the Capitol.
"There were a lot of intelligence failures four years ago, and to say that those have been resolved and improved and fixed would be an understatement," Manger said during a meeting of local government leaders and policymakers.
Manger listed several sweeping changes the agency has taken in the past four years to better secure the peaceful transfer of power and respond to possible riots in January, or anytime.
Staffing increased to more than 2,200 officers, all of whom have been given a cellphone, issued new equipment and trained in using it. Two weeks ago, Manger said, Capitol Police officers attended a civil disturbance training at the Secret Service grounds in Beltsville, Maryland, and brought over 1,000 police officers from 16 jurisdictions to participate alongside them. The agency has invested in expanded units, including those analyzing intelligence, and has more frequent briefings with law enforcement partners, he said.
"And we've done that, not to just 'win the last war,' but we are now prepared for a wide variety of scenarios that we could see in the next few months," Manger said.
Both the electoral count and inauguration of President-elect Donald Trump are also designated a "national special security event," which is the highest protective status an event can be given.
"After the events four years ago on January 6, that type of preparedness takes on a heightened level of attention to detail," D.C. Council member Charles Allen (D-Ward 6) said during the meeting. "You probably, like me, are fielding a lot of questions from constituents, both in previous weeks and now after the election, to help make sure that we are prepared, asking more details about that, looking to make sure that the region is prepared."
While authorities on Wednesday said they were limited in what details they could share, they did say to expect a large law enforcement presence at both events.
"The public can expect to see an inauguration like the pre-covid inauguration in 2017 in terms of scope and security impacts," William "Matt" McCool, the special agent in charge for the Secret Service's Washington field office, said during the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments meeting Wednesday.
This briefing came a week after the election, which punctuated a tense and violent campaign cycle that included two apparent assassination attempts against Trump and, among other problems, bomb threats in Springfield, Ohio, after Trump and other Republican politicians amplified a false claim and racist trope that Haitian immigrants there are eating pets.
The nation's capital is bracing for the influx of Trump supporters celebrating his win and demonstrators protesting him. As of Monday, organizers had filed more than 10 permit applications with the National Park Service for demonstrations and displays in January related to Trump, democracy, the Israel-Gaza war and abortion.
Manger said changes made in recent years have better positioned Capitol Police to respond to an increasingly volatile landscape for elections, elected officials and government processes. The number of threats to members of Congress and the U.S. Capitol increased by about 500 last year, to 8,008. That number has varied greatly in recent years, with the department's threat assessment section investigating 7,501 cases in 2022 and a peak of 9,625 threats in 2021.
"While we are certainly focused on next January 6 and the inauguration, the threat landscape all over our country requires this kind of vigilance," he said. "We've seen all over the country, people trying not only disrupting the government operations, but also targeting elected officials, government officials for violence."
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Man who killed Pr. George's detective's son sentenced to 55 years
Kenneth Elwood Smith, 55, was convicted of fatally stabbing Desmond Thomas at a park in Fort Washington.
By Jasmine Hilton | 2024-11-14

QUICK-Natiuonal-EnterpriseGavel on desk. Isolated with good copy space. Dramatic lighting. (iStock)


A man convicted of fatally stabbing the son of a Prince George's County police detective last year in a confrontation motivated by false assumptions was sentenced to 55 years in prison Wednesday.
Kenneth Elwood Smith, 55, was convicted of first-degree murder and other counts in the death of 30-year-old Desmond Thomas. At trial, prosecutors argued that Smith and his stepson attacked Thomas and his friend at the basketball court after accusing them without evidence of interacting with his teenage daughter at a park in Fort Washington.
Although Smith's relatives said he was a veteran and family man who thought he was defending his children, the judge pointed to the jury's first-degree murder conviction.
"You could be an angel, but you still took a life, premeditatedly, and that has to be addressed," Prince George's County Circuit Court Judge Lawrence Hill Jr. said before sentencing Smith.
The courtroom was packed with both families of Smith and Thomas. Police officers joined the rows of Thomas's family.
Thomas was the father of a then-6-year-old son who often accompanied him on his trips to the basketball court near their home, his family said. He was a High Point High School graduate and worked at Amazon.
"It tears me up inside to have to go through this, day after day," Thomas's mother, Tishelle Barnes, said during the sentencing hearing.
Smith's relatives created a binder of photos and statements for the judge to show how much they missed him since his incarceration and pleaded that he wasn't an "evil" person.
While searching for his daughter, Smith arrived at the park on Oct. 27, 2023, with his teenage stepson, Lamont Scott, who had a gun. Smith asked his daughter whether she was there with the two men playing basketball nearby and "enticed" the men to come toward his car, Assistant State's Attorney William Porter said.
Thomas and the other man insisted they were only at the park to play basketball.
During the confrontation, Scott shot at Thomas twice from the car before Smith fatally stabbed him in the back, Porter said. Smith then went home to clean his car of blood and get rid of the gun.
The surviving victim was also shot, according to police.
Ralph Warren, Smith's defense attorney, disagreed with the telling of that day. Smith did not know Scott was armed, he said. During the confrontation, Thomas and the other man followed Smith to his car and "ended up" inside the vehicle with Scott, causing Smith to intervene to protect his stepson, Warren said.
According to online court records, Scott pleaded guilty to murder and received a 30-year sentence. An attorney listed in online court records for Scott could not be immediately reached for comment.

Desmond Thomas was killed in Fort Washington. (Family photo)
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D.C. truancy, chronic absenteeism drop to lowest levels since pandemic
Truancy in D.C.'s public schools has returned to pre-pandemic levels while chronic absenteeism is at its lowest since schools closed nearly five years ago, new data show.
By Lauren Lumpkin | 2024-11-14

A classroom at School Within School in Washington on Aug. 29, 2022. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post)


A year after D.C. leaders vowed to crack down on student attendance problems, data shows truancy in the city's public schools has returned to pre-pandemic levels while chronic absenteeism is at its lowest since schools closed nearly five years ago.
The city's truancy rate fell from 37 to 30 percent -- on par with the city's pre-pandemic normal. Students become truant when they miss at least 10 days without excuses.
Meanwhile, about 39 percent of students were chronically absent last school year, meaning they had missed classes for excused and unexcused reasons for at least 10 percent of the school year, or about 18 days. By comparison, 30 percent were chronically absent in 2018-19, before the pandemic impacted schools.
The data come as the city contends with what lawmakers last year called a "crisis" in students missing class and after city leaders -- from the mayor to the public schools chancellor -- pledged to improve attendance. The issue has gained intense public attention amid concerns over youth crime and the need to catch students up academically after the pandemic; data released by the city this year showed that students who went to school consistently often performed better on standardized tests.
The issue has vexed D.C.'s leaders for years, particularly after chronic absenteeism hit a high when children returned from virtual learning during the 2021-22 school year. Nearly half of all students in the District that year were chronically absent.
"We're motivated by this progress and committed to ensuring this downward trend in absenteeism continues," said Antoinette S. Mitchell, interim state superintendent of education. "Our schools and our educators are doing tremendous work of which we can all be proud. By attending school every day, our students can fully benefit from the rigorous teaching and learning happening across the District."
Officials attributed recent improvements to fewer unexcused absences. But excused absences have increased -- even surpassing pre-pandemic levels -- a possible indication that families are doing a better job of reporting absences or that schools are doing more to reach parents to figure out why kids are missing. During the 2018-19 school year, 31 percent of all absences in the city were excused. That number rose to 50 percent last year.
"While we are heartened by this progress, this rate of change must increase to achieve our shared goal of getting all students back into the school building," Paul Kihn, the city's deputy mayor for education, wrote in testimony to the D.C. Council ahead of a truancy hearing Wednesday.
Kihn credited some of the change to an automatic messaging system that sends notifications to families whose kids are at risk of becoming chronically absent or have already missed several days of school. And D.C. Public Schools has doubled down on its sixth-grade academies, an effort that started last school year and was modeled after a similar program for ninth graders. The program is aimed at improving attendance and academics by helping students in that grade make a smooth transition into middle school.
"We often see student attendance decrease from fifth grade to sixth grade and from eighth grade to ninth grade. This trend is troubling," Lewis D. Ferebee, the system's chancellor, testified Wednesday. "We know that transitions between schools can be a difficult time in a young person's life. Those transitions mean new routines, new social groups and pressures and new challenges."
Data show chronic absenteeism at schools with sixth-grade academies dropped by 10 percentage points, compared with just one percentage point at schools that are not in the program, Ferebee said.
The testimony at Wednesday's hearing at times echoed past clashes between Ferebee and D.C. Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) over the pace of progress. "DCPS is always doing something but the needle isn't moving in the right direction," Mendelson said. He noted chronic absenteeism within the system fell by four percentage points.
"The needle is moving in the right direction," Ferebee responded, before defending the system's approach, which includes making visits to absent students' homes, working with schools to improve campus culture to entice students to show up and providing high-impact tutoring that has had a positive effect on attendance.
The absenteeism and truancy findings released Tuesday were part of an annual report that also examines factors that can affect attendance, including safety, transportation and dismissal times.
It found students are more likely to miss school on days when school dismisses early -- something many schools do to give teachers and staff time for training or planning. Other data show children who were chronically absent in prekindergarten continue to miss many days of school in kindergarten. The city has long struggled with high numbers of absences in preschools, where attendance isn't mandatory but students build academic and social skills they will need later in school.
Last year, as the District's attendance troubles converged with rising crime among young people, lawmakers jumped on the issue -- introducing a flurry of bills aimed at updating data reporting requirements, increasing money to schools struggling with attendance and other changes. The measures remain under council review.
Another proposal, crafted by D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D), recommends sending truant high-schoolers to the Department of Human Services for social programs, rather than city's juvenile probation agency for potential legal action. High school truancy rates fell nearly 16 percentage points between the 2022-23 and 2023-24 school years, from 47 percent to 31 percent.
Bowser's plan, which still needs council approval, is being piloted at five high schools this school year. It was started at Anacostia High School and KIPP Legacy Prep Public Charter School and will be expanded at Digital Pioneers Academy and Eastern and H.D. Woodson high schools in early 2025.
Initial findings are scheduled to be shared in March. "While it is still early in the pilot, we are seeing encouraging results," Kihn told city lawmakers. "We will continue to learn from the pilot as implementation progresses and, with continued success, we hope to scale this program to more schools and grade bands."
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House Republican charged with being drunk at Dulles Airport
House Foreign Affairs Committee Chairman Michael McCaul (R-Texas) said he made a "poor decision" to mix alcohol and Ambien.
By Emily Davies, Salvador Rizzo | 2024-11-14

Rep. Michael McCaul (R-Texas) at the U.S. Capitol on Sept. 10. (Allison Robbert for The Washington Post) 


House Foreign Affairs Committee Chairman Michael McCaul (R-Texas) was charged with being drunk in public at Dulles International Airport, according to a spokesperson for the Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority.
The incident, first reported by Semafor, occurred about 9 p.m. on Nov. 4, a day before the presidential election. He was released on a summons to a third-party driver, the spokesperson said.
"Two weekends ago, I made a mistake -- one for which I take full responsibility," McCaul said in a statement. "This incident does not reflect who I am and who I strive to be."
McCaul said he made "a poor decision" to mix "some alcohol" with Ambien, which he took to sleep on a flight. His spokesperson described him to Semafor as a "nervous flyer." The charge is a Class 4 misdemeanor under Virginia law, which carries a fine of up to $250.
McCaul, the Republican representative tasked with leading the House agenda on international issues, travels around the world for work -- taking flights to India to meet with the Dalai Lama, and leading congressional delegations to the Philippines and Australia, among other places.
He previously told Punchbowl News that he is seeking a waiver to serve another two years as chairman of the committee, extending the six-year limit. He said over the summer that he would be a "strong ally" for Donald Trump if he once again won the presidency.
McCaul, who handily defeated his Democratic challenger for his 11th term, represents a district that includes the city of Austin and stretches to the Houston suburbs.
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Ex-Pr. George's council member to be jailed for stealing campaign funds
Franklin, who served on the council for nearly 14 years, pleaded guilty in August to participating in a felony theft scheme and committing perjury.
By Katie Mettler | 2024-11-13

Mel Franklin, then a member of the Prince George's County Council, during a meeting in 2016. (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post)


A Maryland circuit court judge Wednesday ordered that former Prince George's County Council member Mel Franklin serve a year in jail for stealing more than $100,000 from his own campaign fund, then lying about it to the State Board of Elections.
Franklin, who served on the council for nearly 14 years, pleaded guilty in August to participating in a felony theft scheme and committing perjury.
Anne Arundel County Circuit Judge Mark W. Crooks sentenced Franklin to five years incarceration, with all but one year suspended, plus three years of supervised probation for the theft charge. The perjury charge resulted in a separate five-year sentence for Franklin, all of which Crooks suspended.
Crooks ruled that Franklin must pay $133,168 in restitution -- the amount of money that state officials accused him of stealing from his campaign fund.
Attorneys representing Franklin did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Though Franklin is a resident of Prince George's, cases involving campaign finance laws are handled by the Office of the State Prosecutor.
"I'm proud of our office's efforts to uncover this fraud and continue to hold elected officials accountable for their wrongful actions," State Prosecutor Charlton T. Howard III said in a statement. "We hope that this dissuades others who may seek to use their official position for personal gain or to interfere with the integrity of Maryland elections."
Franklin established his campaign fund, Friends of Mel Franklin, in 2009 as part of his bid for the District 9 council seat. Maryland law requires campaign committees to assign a treasurer who is not the candidate. But beginning in 2010, Franklin was the only person with access to the funds and functionally served as the treasurer, the prosecutors alleged in charging documents.
Between 2014 and 2023, prosecutors said, Franklin stole money from the fund to pay for international trips, swanky hotel stays, and cosmetic procedures for himself and a close friend. The transactions were not accurately reported on campaign finance reports, which Franklin signed and submitted to the State Board of Elections, prosecutors said.
A practicing attorney, Franklin joined the all-Democratic council in December 2010, representing District 9 for two full terms until December 2018, when he became an at-large member. Franklin served as council chair from 2013 to 2015. He was charged in June, less than a week after he abruptly resigned his seat.
During his time in office, Franklin wrote more than 100 pieces of legislation that were adopted or enacted into law, in a range of areas including development and public safety. He had a reputation as an advocate of fiscal prudence, but his tenure was also marred by controversy, including a 2017 conviction for driving under the influence in a crash that wrecked a government vehicle and injured two people.
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Va. constitutional amendments on abortion, marriage and voting advance
Launching the multi-year process to change the state constitution, a state House committee on Wednesday passed three resolutions that the full House will take up in January.
By Laura Vozzella | 2024-11-13

Virginia House Majority Leader Charniele Herring (D-Alexandria) proposed a resolution that would enshrine abortion rights in the state. (Minh Connors/for The Washington Post)


RICHMOND -- A state House of Delegates committee controlled by Democrats advanced three resolutions on Wednesday to enshrine abortion rights, same-sex marriage and the restoration of felon voting rights in the Virginia Constitution, highlighting three highly charged issues that could feature prominently in next year's General Assembly session and fall elections.
While only the first step in the multiyear process to amend the constitution, the committee votes seemed to set the stage for the fall elections, when all 100 House seats, governor, lieutenant governor and attorney general will be on the ballot.
The measure to add abortion rights to the constitution passed on a 12-to-9 party-line vote, as did the resolution to automatically restore voting rights to people convicted of felonies upon their release from incarceration. But a handful of Republicans joined Democrats to support the third proposal, which would repeal the constitution's currently defunct ban on same-sex marriage.
The most passionate debate centered on the abortion measure, which states that "every individual has the fundamental right to reproductive freedom, including the ability to make and carry out decisions relating to one's own prenatal care, childbirth, postpartum care, contraception, abortion care, miscarriage management, and fertility care." It also says that an individual's reproductive freedom cannot be "infringed upon ... [without] a compelling state interest."
House Majority Leader Charniele Herring (D-Alexandria), who proposed the resolution, said it would ensure that women in Virginia do not lose the right to have an abortion following the 2022 Supreme Court ruling overturning Roe v. Wade that opened the door for states to outlaw the procedure.
She also said it would save the lives of pregnant women, noting high-profile cases in other states where restrictive abortion laws prevented them from getting emergency medical care for complicated pregnancies that were doomed or endangered their lives.
"We're one step closer to protecting the entire continuum of reproductive health care in Virginia, from contraception to miscarriage care as well as IVF," Herring said in an interview with The Washington Post after the hearing, referring to in vitro fertilization.
Republicans on the committee warned the measure would undermine restrictions on the procedure in current Virginia law, including parental consent for minors seeking to terminate a pregnancy. The committee's legal counsel acknowledged under questioning from Minority Leader Todd Gilbert (R-Shenandoah) that it was unclear if the parental consent requirement could withstand a legal challenge if the constitutional language were changed.
"They tried to say it basically embodies state law and Roe v. Wade. It goes well beyond both," Gilbert told The Post afterward.
Abortion is lawful in Virginia during the first and second trimesters of pregnancy, through about 26 weeks -- a time frame that has been in place through years of both Republican and Democratic control in the General Assembly. The procedure is allowed in the third trimester only if the mother's life or health is at serious risk, as certified by three doctors.
Gilbert noted that language in Herring's resolution refers to the need for "a physician" to approve a third-trimester abortion, not three, seeming to undercut the requirement in state law that three doctors sign off.
Herring insisted that the resolution "does protect current law."
Republicans also objected to acting on the measure Wednesday because Herring had introduced a slightly amended version of the legislation -- originally filed for the 2024 session but carried over -- shortly before the hearing began. Del. Mike Cherry (R-Colonial Heights) asked for 30-minute recess to review the new version.
"I will grant you five minutes. I know you to be a quick reader," House Privileges and Elections Committee Chairwoman Marcia S. "Cia" Price (D-Newport News) told him.
"We literally got five minutes to huddle in the hallway on one of the most complicated and hotly debated topics in American jurisprudence," Gilbert said afterward. "That's no way to do this."
There was less debate on the measure related to the restoration of voting rights. Virginia is one of just a few states that permanently disenfranchises anyone convicted of a felony. Only the governor has the power to restore their rights.
Gov. Glenn Youngkin's three immediate predecessors made the process easier, starting with Republican governor Robert F. McDonnell, automatically restoring rights for at least some former inmates once their sentence was complete. But Youngkin (R) has greatly reduced the number of former inmates who regain the right to vote.
Del. Elizabeth B. Bennett-Parker (D-Alexandria) proposed changing the constitution so that voting rights are restored as soon as the inmate is released from custody.
One legislator who objected to automatic restoration spoke from personal experience: Del. Paul Milde (R-Staff0rd), lost his right to vote in 1986, when he was 18 and convicted of possession of cocaine with the intent to distribute -- a felony -- in Prince William County.
Milde told fellow members of the committee that he thought it was fitting that he had to first make restitution, show he had turned his life around and ask for the governor's intervention before his rights were restored.
The third measure, brought by Del. Mark Sickles (D-Fairfax), would repeal a constitutional amendment passed in 2006 to ban same-sex marriage by defining marriage as between a man and a woman.
The ban became defunct when the Supreme Court legalized such unions nationwide in 2015. But the language remains in the constitution and would become operative again if the high court were to reverse itself.
The full House and Senate will take up all three resolutions when they convene in January. The measures must pass both chambers twice, with an intervening election, and then win approval by voters in separate referendums before they can make it into the constitution.
Youngkin, who has slowed rights restoration, sought to ban most abortions after 15 weeks and ducked questions on same-sex marriage, has no role in the process. His office did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
With the House and Senate both controlled by Democrats, the measures are likely to pass in the 2025 legislative session but their fate is less certain after the fall elections, when Democrats will have to defend their narrow majority in the House.
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PM Update: After another chilly night, more rain likely Thursday
Increasing clouds may keep us a touch warmer than last night. Rain arrives during the day. 
By Ian Livingston | 2024-11-13

The Washington Monument on Sunday. (angela n./Flickr)


D.C. got into the 30s for the first time this season with a low of 38 this morning. Many suburbs fell near and below freezing. Temperatures were also slow to climb today, only rising to the low 50s in many spots. That's a touch below average, which is a big change from all the warmth of late. Another change? More rain on the way tomorrow.
Listen to our daily D.C. forecasts: Apple Podcasts | Amazon Echo | More options
Through tonight: Clouds increase through the night. There could be a random sprinkle by dawn. Mid-30s to low 40s for lows. Winds blow lightly from the east.
View the current weather at The Washington Post.
Tomorrow (Wednesday): A chance of showers early should transition toward a steadier rain with time. It'll rain off and on into the evening before tapering. Low to mid-50s for highs. A quarter inch to a half inch or so seems like a good bet. Winds blow from the east at around 10 to 15 mph.
See Dan Stillman's forecast through the weekend. And if you haven't already, join us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter and Instagram.

Rainfall forecast for tomorrow. (Weatherbell.com)
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A coach took the road less traveled, and Kentucky loves basketball again
Mark Pope once made a life-changing decision in a medical school dean's office. Fifteen years later, he and the Wildcats are reaping the benefits.
By Chuck Culpepper | 2024-11-14

Mark Pope guided Kentucky to a victory over Duke on Tuesday night, an early signature win at the start of a promising tenure. (Dale Zanine/Imagn Images)


"The love was in the air."
-- Hazel Guynn Porter (1916-2001), ferocious Kentucky basketball fan, speaking in the 1990s about Rick Pitino's inaugural season of 1989-90
LEXINGTON, Ky. -- Well now, you want to catch some gales of first-season love airborne right about today? Then by all means alight in Kentucky, where a fresh love has swarmed and swirled since April but probably just mushroomed this week into something you might call intense.
When a former Kentucky men's basketball big man and role player became the Kentucky men's basketball coach and expounder this spring, the empire's fans filled Rupp Arena on a Sunday afternoon to achieve the Taj Mahal of introductory news conferences, peppering their cheers with a curious tenor palpable even on YouTube: a relief that John Calipari's 15-season reign, great but then stale, had yielded to somebody who wholeheartedly shared their concept of Kentucky as a dreamscape. When on Tuesday night Mark Pope's first Kentucky team, ranked No. 19 and rich in its coach's fetching vibes, beat dreaded No. 6 Duke, 77-72, in Atlanta to reach 3-0, goodness, check out that air.
While the love has swept around as if right out of the horse farms and the hollows, and while it's indirect that a man who high-schooled way out around Seattle would stand his 6-foot-10 amid it, the path is much quirkier than that. Its origins include a quiet dean's office in Upper Manhattan where, Pope recalled in his own spacious new office in May, that dean's face took on a look that romped all the way to incredulity and maybe even right on past.
It was July 2009, and the world-class communicator across the desk from Lisa Mellman did struggle -- he was about to drop out of medical school three years into the slog. He would move himself and his wife, Lee Anne, and his four daughters ages 8 and younger to Athens, Georgia, for a job with the Bulldogs. He would corral $24,000 per year for tasks such as, he said in May, "folding laundry and handing out water and running the tailgate for recruits at the football games." He would do all of that after having spent six seasons and 153 game appearances in the NBA, so at least his family had a bit of a cushion.

Pope poses with his players after a season-opening win last week over Wright State. (Jordan Prather/Imagn Images)


Going on 37 by then, Pope had roamed the Earth with his twin knacks for listening and talking. He had become the Pac-10 freshman of the year in 1991-92 while playing at Washington. He had transferred to Kentucky, whose fervor Washington coach Lynn Nance had described from his stint as Kentucky assistant to Joe B. Hall in the 1970s. Pope played for Rick Pitino's 1995-96 national champions with their 10-deep rotation. He had become the kind of player around whom reporters like to gather in search of quips or insight. He had moved along, married a native Utahn and a fellow enthusiast for wonder who used to work for ESPN and then David Letterman, and then they moved along as a budding team with a growing roster as he entered Columbia's medical school. They lived up in Scarsdale, above the city. He would drive down the West Side Highway or take a train to 168th Street and "just walking down Martin Luther King," as he told it, speaking of wonder.
"Like, you think about it, I'm in an anatomy lab, it's on the 10th floor, right, and it's all floor-to-ceiling windows around it, and you're overlooking the East River, and the GW Bridge, and you're, like, I mean, it's just almost too much input to actually take in," he said. "It was really incredible. I mean, I love that space so much. You're on the border of Harlem and Washington Heights, and could you be in a more, like, just a more life-filled community, right? I loved it."
It's just that he kept running across this feeling, a feeling he and Lee Anne discussed rather serially, a feeling that went like this: "I was in this incredible course. It's one of the top medical schools in the world, and they also had second-career students. They had guys who had, you know, been traveling the world in a band and Olympic gold medalists and, you know, former Broadway stars, and it was this really supercool conglomeration of students at Columbia. And I could feel that I was fascinated by it and I liked it a lot, but I was with students that just couldn't get enough. They just could not get enough. And I felt a little bit like, I noticed it, right?"
In that drip-drop way that such impressions appear on the life trails, he began to detect other little signals of a vague sort of misfitting.
"So I was doing my psych rotation; it's on the ninth floor [of a hospital]," he said. "And so I finished my first two weeks, and I was in my third week, and I had a new attending [physician]. And so we were doing rounds in the morning. And it's live-in patients, so I had built a rapport with some of the patients. So I was kind of walking down the hall -- it's kind of like dapping someone up, giving them fives -- and kind of walk to another room.
"And when we got back, the attending, she was really smart, and she was like: 'You can't do that, because if you're not fully engaged in each of these patients, their struggles, that casual contact could be really detrimental. For example, if you give a high-five to a patient and they go in the room and close their door and an hour later they have rubbed the skin off of their hand, right?' And so she's like: 'You're actually a medical professional. You're not one of their boys,' right? And that was really true. It's really important. And it was one of a number of experiences where I was like, 'Ah, man, this is -- it is what it is. It's a profession. It's a really important profession.' And the casualness that I was operating with as a medical student was probably -- it was inappropriate."

Pope, who played for Kentucky in the 1990s, took over as coach after John Calipari left for Arkansas this spring. (Andy Lyons/Getty Images)


Eventually, having gathered up just enough of the hunches and perceptions and convictions, and having processed it all with Lee Anne, he trudged through his nerves to "one of the most unstable places I've ever felt." He went to Mellman's office to do something others found irrational. "She's a brilliant, brilliant three-tier physician: practice, research and academia," he said, soon saying just after laughing, "She didn't really say that [I had lost my mind], but you could read it in her eyes, like, 'Wow, you're really unstable right now.'"
Speaking of unstable, he left that office and drove all night to Georgia.
He reached Athens.
He parked in front of Stegeman Coliseum.
He walked in there as "the assistant to the operations guy," not exactly nirvana for a former NBA player, and he helped former Washington assistant and then Georgia coach Mark Fox coach an elite camp, with the rules mandating that it was the only place he could help coach. Lee Anne and the young armada would follow soon.
It took a while to readjust.
It took about 20 minutes.
"You know, you get this emotional attachment to these things," he said. "Hearing sneakers on the court. And balls bouncing. And getting to coach and teach, and having, like, dreams just all over the court, like, kids, just -- I was talking to someone about taking a lower-level position on this [Kentucky] staff .... and they're like, they were talking about the business of basketball, and I'm like: 'We're not in the business of basketball; we're in the business of dreams. We're in the business of chasing dreams. And that's why sports is so beautiful.'"

Mark Pope and his wife, Lee Anne, embraced a new life after Pope decided to leave medical school in 2009. (James Crisp/AP)


He bounced from there all coach-like from Georgia to Wake Forest to BYU as an assistant, to Utah Valley at the helm to BYU at the helm. Calipari up and left Kentucky for Arkansas on Final Four weekend in April. Athletic Director Mitch Barnhart hired Pope. Some fans -- stop if you've heard this before -- found it insufficiently splashy. Many fans didn't. They showed up and showed up and showed up for the intro until some who showed up couldn't get in.
It was a doozy of a debut, beneath a 1996 banner Pope helped get and amid returning stars who helped get it as well, and anyone who listened to Kentucky fans across recent years could have recognized their wows at his words, which seemed to come from their hearts, such as his emphasis on winning the conference tournament Calipari had downplayed. "I understand the assignment," the former med student said. "We are here to win championships." Said Barnhart, "He will guide us back to our heart."
He has guided them already to a barrage of fresh vibes and a win over Duke, the latter a matter that does carry its heavy history. It's just a start, but the air of late fall and winter figures to carry the damnedest love, plus a reminder that sometimes something works out even if the face of a brilliant dean registers it as loopy.
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College football best bets: Tennessee's defense can limit Georgia
With quarterback Nico Iamaleava's status in question, the Volunteers' defense may need to put on a show against the Bulldogs.
By Matt Bonesteel | 2024-11-14

Dominic Bailey, making a tackle against Kentucky, and the rest of the Tennessee defense hope to shut down Georgia's offense. (Caitie McMekin/Imagn Images) 


Despite some unwise confidence in LSU against Alabama, this column bounced back with a 3-1 outing last weekend, improving its season record to 21-23. Let's see if we can push into profitability over the final few weeks of the regular season.
This column will give out four college football picks per week: the game of the week, a favorite, an underdog and a wild card, which can be anything (another favorite or underdog in a game that might be flying under the radar or a total, for instance). Hopefully we'll all be in good shape by the time the clock hits zero at the national championship game in Atlanta on Jan. 20.
All times Eastern.
No. 7 Tennessee at No. 12 Georgia
7:30 p.m., ABC
The pick: Georgia team total under 301/2 (FanDuel)
I'd love to take the Volunteers as a double-digit underdog here, but the health of quarterback Nico Iamaleava -- who had started to play well again after a midseason lull -- gives me pause. Iamaleava did not suit up for the second half of last weekend's win over Mississippi State and reportedly is dealing with a concussion, and his status for Saturday's huge game with the Bulldogs is unknown. Instead, I'll put my money on the Vols' defense, which leads the nation in success rate allowed and has given up just 26 plays of 20-plus yards (tied for eighth nationally) and just six plays of 30-plus yards (one behind national leader Texas). Georgia's offense had just one play gain more than 20 yards and had a 33.3 percent passing success rate in last week's dismal loss at Mississippi, and quarterback Carson Beck (12 interceptions) is looking increasingly shaky. Tennessee's defense is one of the more underrated units in the country, and the Bulldogs' offense is getting far too much credit. The Vols can keep Georgia off the scoreboard.
No. 4 Penn State at Purdue
3:30 p.m., CBS
The pick: Penn State -281/2 (DraftKings)
The woebegone Boilermakers are 1-8, with their only win coming over Indiana State of the Football Championship Subdivision way back on Aug. 31. They have played three games against teams with legitimate College Football Playoff hopes -- two of those at home -- and lost to Notre Dame, Oregon and Ohio State by a combined 146-7. Now Purdue hosts Penn State, a team with legitimate CFP hopes that is probably looking for style points to impress the committee. Nittany Lions Coach James Franklin's teams are 47-27-2 against the spread as a double-digit favorite over his career, and Penn State has gone 12-4 against the spread as a road favorite since 2020. Let's not overthink things: The Nittany Lions are one of the country's best teams, and the Boilermakers are perhaps the worst of any major conference squad. Penn State cruises.
Troy at Georgia Southern
4 p.m., ESPN Plus
The pick: Troy +71/2 (FanDuel)
The Trojans went 23-5 in 2022 and 2023 but are playing out the string at 2-7 this season. Quarterback play has been a large reason for their downfall: Original starter Goose Crowder suffered multiple upper-body injuries and is out for the year, and second-stringer Tucker Kilcrease was ineffective. That paved the way for Matthew Caldwell, who has performed well enough over Troy's past two games, a 34-31 loss at Arkansas State in which the Red Wolves scored the game-winner with 33 seconds left and a 38-24 win over Coastal Carolina on Nov. 2. Trojans running backs Damien Taylor and Gerald Green combined for 313 yards, 6.7 yards per carry and three scores against the Chanticleers, and Green had 113 yards on 5.7 yards per carry against Arkansas State. Georgia Southern (6-3) has been one of the more fortunate teams in the nation this season. Last week, the Eagles were dominated statistically by South Alabama yet still pulled off a 34-30 win by scoring 20 unanswered points over a seven-minute span in the fourth quarter. They also rank 113th out of 134 Football Bowl Subdivision teams in expected points allowed per rush and 130th in rushing success rate allowed. Troy is a different team with Caldwell, Taylor and Green playing well, and the Trojans can keep this one close.
Louisiana Monroe at Auburn
12:45 p.m., SEC Network
The pick: Auburn -231/2 (FanDuel)
The Warhawks started 5-1, with their only loss at then-No. 1 Texas, and the stretch included an impressive-seeming home win over a James Madison team that is now 7-2. But that two-point victory over the heavily favored Dukes was at least a little deceiving -- JMU outgained ULM in yards per play and had three drives stall inside the Warhawks' 40-yard line with no points scored -- and ULM has now found its proper level with three straight losses. The Warhawks run the ball 63.8 percent of the time (No. 6 nationally) but average just 4.46 yards per carry (No. 64) and rank 120th in rushing success rate. Auburn ranks No. 10 nationally in yards per carry allowed (3.09) and 14th in rushing success rate allowed, and the Tigers have the statistical resume of a 6-3 team instead of the 3-6 team they actually are. Three of their losses -- at home to Arkansas, Oklahoma and Vanderbilt -- probably could have been wins: For instance, Auburn outgained Arkansas by a whopping 3.1 yards per play but had five turnovers in a 24-14 defeat. A few more bounces go Auburn's way, and this spread would be larger. I think the Tigers roll to keep their bowl hopes alive.
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Victor Wembanyama reminds the Wizards what they don't have
The Wizards show some fight, overcoming a 16-point deficit to forge a tie in the second half, but they have no answer for the Wembanyama. 
By Varun Shankar | 2024-11-14

Victor Wembanyama had reason to applaud after scoring a career-high 50 points against the Wizards. (Scott Wachter/USA TODAY Sports via Reuters Con)


SAN ANTONIO -- The Washington Wizards did a lot of things right in their 139-130 loss to the San Antonio Spurs on Wednesday night at Frost Bank Center.
In a departure from most of this trip, the Wizards won the rebounding battle by two. They generated 44 three-point attempts, many of them good looks, and knocked down 18 (40.9 percent) of them. They got another strong showing from Jordan Poole, who made 15 of 22 shots en route to 42 points. They showed resilience, rallying from an early 16-point deficit to forge a tie midway though the third quarter.
The Wizards' biggest problem? The simple fact that Victor Wembanyama plays for the Spurs and the Wizards (2-8) couldn't guard last season's rookie of the year.
The No. 1 pick in the 2023 draft scored a career-high 50 points on 18-for-29 shooting. Nineteen of those points came in the third quarter, when Wembanyama made all seven of his shots to help the Spurs (6-6) close on a 23-6 run.
Poole, when asked whether any other player in the NBA was like Wembanyama, stared quizzically at the questioner in a silent scream of "Come on" before answering: "Clearly not."
The cruel twist of fate for the Wizards? They were once oh-so-close to having the French phenom on their side. The pick that netted San Antonio its star was one ping-pong ball from coming to Washington. Instead, the visitors received a rude reminder of what they were missing.
Wembanyama took 16 three-pointers and made eight, both career highs, with many of the makes coming from well beyond the arc.
"Who does everything in a high level [like him]?" added Jonas Valanciunas. "[Those] three-point shots, we did everything to take that away but he still managed some."
Wembanyama's imposing length is apparent on defense, where the NBA's leading shot-blocker swatted three Wizards shots. One came in the first quarter: Wembanyama, whose Nike-sponsored logo is an alien, seemingly teleported from near the three-point line to block Bub Carrington at the rim. He then sprinted downcourt, corralled an offensive rebound and spun around in midair for the putback dunk.
He garnered the first of many "M-V-P!" chants from the San Antonio crowd as he came to the free throw line near the end of the third quarter. Washington, still early in its rebuild, has yet to unearth its clear-cut star.
Perhaps it will be Poole, who delivered his first 40-point game with Washington and looks rejuvenated in his second season with the team. But the 25-year-old has yet to shoot better than 45 percent in a full season.
Perhaps it will be Bilal Coulibaly, who was Wembanyama's teammate in France and was taken seventh in the same draft as Wembanyama. But despite his strong start to the season, the second-year guard mustered just six points on 2-for-5 shooting Wednesday night and has struggled to score consistently.
Perhaps it will be another French native: Alex Sarr, the No. 2 pick in this year's draft. There are some similarities between Sarr and Wembanyama -- both are long, athletic big men who can protect the rim. Sarr matched up with Wembanyama for parts of Wednesday's game and had a few nice moments, including a spinning hook shot followed by a block on the other end.
But Sarr's offensive game remains largely theoretical -- he scored just 12 points, shooting 6 for 14, and missed all five of his three-point attempts.
Fellow rookies Carrington and Kyshawn George -- who each scored in double digits -- have shown early promise but would have to outpace their draft positions by considerable margins to become cornerstone talents for the Wizards.
Perhaps it's a player who has yet to join Washington's roster. The top of this year's draft offers intriguing talents such as Duke's Cooper Flagg (who had 26 points and 12 rebounds against Kentucky on Tuesday) and Rutgers talents Ace Bailey and Dylan Harper. Two drafts down the line, the Wizards could be in position to take the No. 1 player in the 2025 recruiting class, 17-year-old forward AJ Dybantsa.
Meanwhile, the rebuild will continue, absent a true star -- or until one emerges. The Spurs' No. 1 offered another reminder of what such a player can do for a rebuilding team in a league built on stars.
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With time running out, Maryland is 'scratching and clawing to get wins'
The Terrapins need two victories in their final three games to achieve bowl eligibility. They host Rutgers on Saturday. 
By Gene Wang | 2024-11-14

Quarterback Billy Edwards Jr.'s Terps need two wins in their final three games to become bowl eligible. (Lydia Ely/AP)


Earlier this season, after the Maryland football team arrived at the midpoint of its schedule with two straight losses, linebacker Donnell Brown provided reassurances that the locker room remained confident in the Terrapins' pursuit of extending their streak of bowl appearances.
"Yeah, we'll be fine," the senior from Upper Marlboro said at the time, with Maryland needing to win three of its last six games to secure a fourth consecutive bowl berth.
Since then, the Terps added just one more victory in their next three games. They find themselves facing long odds to salvage a season that began with the pronouncement from Coach Michael Locksley and players that contending for a Big Ten championship was well within reach.
Maryland (4-5, 1-5) hosts Rutgers (5-4, 2-4) on Saturday night at SECU Stadium, seeking its first triumph in nearly a month. The Terps have three games left and must win two to qualify for a bowl.
It won't be easy. After facing Rutgers, Maryland hosts Iowa (6-4, 4-3) before visiting No. 4 Penn State (8-1, 5-1) in the regular season finale. The Terps have not beaten a ranked conference opponent in 35 tries since joining the Big Ten in 2014.
"For us, we know the matrix of what it takes to get bowl eligibility," Locksley said. "The magic number is six. We have three opportunities left, two of them here at home. We haven't been home in about four weeks now, and the importance of this game [is] because it's the next game, but also like I said it starts with us. Really it is playoff football, meaning we have to win to be able to advance, and our guys understand that."
After Maryland led the Big Ten in turnover margin (plus-7) through its first four games, spotty ball security has contributed to the Terps dropping four of five. They have 11 turnovers during the downturn, including two interceptions and a fumble in last Saturday's 39-18 loss to top-ranked Oregon.
Quarterback Billy Edwards Jr. accounted for all of the turnovers against the Ducks, including a strip sack in the second quarter that was taken back 62 yards for a touchdown. Circumstances beyond Edwards's control, however, led to at least one of the interceptions, Locksley said.
Edwards has six interceptions over his past four games after throwing two in the first five. Despite that escalation, the redshirt junior ranks fifth in major college football and first in the Big Ten in completions per game (26.2), and he is 11th nationally and third in the Big Ten in passing yards per game (280.0).
"It's always going to start and end with me as the leader of the offense," said Edwards, who is in his first season as the full-time starter. "Just have to find a way to do better on the fumble, step up, get the ball out of there, or at least don't make a bad play worse, take a sack. And on those other two, got to do my part, do a little bit better."
The native of Springfield, Va., has been under duress lately when dropping back in part because of a rebuilt offensive line that is missing its starting left tackle. Andre Roye Jr. was carted off the field late in the first half of Maryland's loss to Minnesota late last month, leaving freshman Terez Davis to take his place.
Roye was in uniform against Oregon and took part in warmups but did not play. Davis started and played most of the snaps, and Marcus Dumervil, a redshirt senior, also participated. Locksley indicated Roye will be a game-time decision this week.
Even with Roye's status uncertain, the Terps head into the final weeks of the season as healthy as they have been since early in the year. Last week, they got back two starters on defense -- nickelback/safety Glen Miller and linebacker Kellan Wyatt -- as well as a top reserve, safety Brandon Jacob.
"We're a very relentless group," senior linebacker Ruben Hyppolite II said. "We all have stories and backgrounds where we come from where we had to fight to get where we're at now, so there's no downers in the locker room. Everybody's head is in the right mental space. ... We're just scratching and clawing to get wins. That's where we're at now. We didn't expect to be here, but we're here, so the only thing we can do now is go fight and go get six [wins] so we can get bowl eligible."
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Lindsey Vonn, 40, will return to pro skiing, five years after retiring 
Lindsey Vonn, a four-time World Cup overall champion, also is not ruling out her fifth Olympics in 2026.
By Matt Bonesteel | 2024-11-14

Lindsey Vonn, shown here in 2018, will attempt a comeback at the age of 40. (Luca Bruno/AP)


Four-time World Cup overall champion and 2010 Olympic gold medalist Lindsey Vonn will rejoin the U.S. ski team more than five years after claiming, in her retirement announcement, that her "body is broken beyond repair and it isn't letting me have the final season I dreamed of."
Vonn, 40, decided to give professional skiing another try after having knee-replacement surgery earlier this year.
"Getting back to skiing without pain has been an incredible journey," Vonn said in a statement released by U.S. Ski & Snowboard. "I am looking forward to being back with the Stifel U.S. Ski Team and to continue to share my knowledge of the sport with these incredible women."
In October, the International Ski and Snowboard Federation announced revisions to its wild-card regulations that allow for former champions who have not raced in at least two years to receive entries into events if they come out of retirement, even if they have not accumulated enough ranking points in lower-level races. This gives Vonn a pathway back into World Cup races.
Vonn has 82 World Cup victories, which at the time of her retirement was a women's record that has since been surpassed by Mikaela Shiffrin, who has 86. At the 2010 Vancouver Games, she became the first American woman to win Olympic gold in the downhill. She also won bronze in the super-G in Vancouver and another bronze in the downhill at the 2018 PyeongChang Games.
But the wear and tear of professional skiing proved too much for her body to overcome. In the spring of 2018, she had unpublicized surgery to remove cartilage from her knee and then suffered a crash in November of that year while training in Copper Mountain, Colorado, tearing ligaments in her knee and suffering three fractures.
"Despite extensive therapy, training and a knee brace, I am not able make the turns necessary to compete the way I know I can," she wrote in announcing her retirement in February 2019. In her final event, that year's world championships in Sweden, she won bronze in the downhill. Then 34, she was the oldest woman to win a medal at a world championship and the first female racer to medal at six world championships.
Vonn told the New York Times that she was not ruling out a fifth Olympic appearance at the 2026 Milan-Cortina Games. Between 2008 and 2018, Vonn won 12 World Cup races on the course in Cortina d'Ampezzo, Italy, that will be used by the 2026 Winter Games.
"I think everyone knows how much I love Cortina," she said.
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Commanders vs. Eagles: How to watch the game, kickoff time, odds and more
Jayden Daniels and the Washington Commanders are set to meet the Philadelphia Eagles on 'Thursday Night Football.' Here's everything you need to know for the game.
By Scott Allen | 2024-11-14
First place in the NFC East is on the line when Jayden Daniels and the 7-3 Washington Commanders meet Saquon Barkley and the 7-2 Philadelphia Eagles on "Thursday Night Football." Here's everything you need to get ready for the game.
Game time: 8:15 p.m.
Location: Lincoln Financial Field, Philadelphia.
Forecast: The National Weather Service calls for temperatures in the 40s and a chance of showers.
TV and radio: Thursday's game airs on Prime Video and WTTG (Channel 5), with Al Michaels, Kirk Herbstreit and Kaylee Hartung on the call. Bram Weinstein, London Fletcher and Logan Paulsen will call the game on the Commanders Radio Network, including flagship station WBIG (100.3 FM).
Line: Philadelphia -31/2 | Over/under: 481/2
Neil Greenberg's pick: Philadelphia -31/2
Uniforms: The Commanders will wear white jerseys, white pants and white socks. The Eagles will wear green jerseys over white pants.
Washington's secondary vs. Philadelphia WR A.J. Brown
Brown has been a major pain for the Commanders since the Eagles acquired him in a trade with the Titans before the 2022 season. In the teams' two meetings last year, Brown took advantage of a mismatch with Washington rookie cornerback Emmanuel Forbes Jr. and totaled 17 catches for 305 yards and four touchdowns. With Commanders trade-deadline acquisition and four-time Pro Bowl cornerback Marshon Lattimore ruled out with a hamstring injury, the task of defending Brown could fall primarily to Benjamin St-Juste, who has struggled at times against No. 1 receivers this season and has committed five pass interference penalties in the past five games. Brown, who had five catches for 109 yards in Sunday's win over the Cowboys, leads the Eagles with 553 receiving yards despite missing three games with a hamstring injury. Philadelphia is 6-0 with Brown in the lineup and 1-2 without him.

A.J. Brown makes a catch against the Jaguars. (Mitchell Leff/Getty Images)


Commanders: Linebacker Nick Bellore (knee), cornerback Marshon Lattimore (hamstring) and kicker Austin Seibert (right hip) are out. Tackles Brandon Coleman (shoulder), Cornelius Lucas (ankle) and Andrew Wylie (shoulder) are questionable. Running back Brian Robinson Jr. is slated to return after missing the past two games with a hamstring injury.
Eagles: Wide receiver DeVonta Smith was limited in practice Wednesday. Left tackle Jordan Mailata was activated from injured reserve after missing the past four games with a hamstring injury.
Coming off a 34-6 rout of the rival Cowboys at AT&T Stadium, the Eagles enter Thursday's game winners of five straight and all alone atop the NFC East for the first time this season. Quarterback Jalen Hurts has completed 72 percent of his passes and thrown for eight touchdowns against one interception during the winning streak, which began with Coach Nick Sirianni apologizing for jawing at Eagles fans during the final seconds of a narrow victory over the Browns.
Hurts also has been a threat on the ground, with eight rushing touchdowns over his past four games. Wide receiver DeVonta Smith leads the Eagles with 37 catches, but the 2020 Heisman Trophy winner hasn't eclipsed 100 receiving yards this season. Running back Saquon Barkley, who was acquired in an offseason trade with the Giants, is second in the league with 991 rushing yards and could be primed for a big game against the league's 28th-ranked rushing defense. Barkley's eight touchdowns and 794 rushing yards in nine career games against Washington are his most against any opponent. Linebacker Josh Sweat has a team-high five sacks for a Philadelphia defense that ranks fifth in points against (17.9 per game) and limited Cowboys quarterbacks Cooper Rush and Trey Lance to 49 passing yards Sunday. The Eagles rested their starters for most of the fourth quarter of their blowout at Dallas, which could benefit them Thursday night.
Q&A with Brandon Lee Gowton, editor in chief of BleedingGreenNation.com
The Eagles have been rolling since the bye week and stood pat at the trade deadline. What's their biggest vulnerability in the second half of the season?
Their head coach. Nick Sirianni has left a lot to be desired in terms of his game management. At his best, he's stayed out of the way and hasn't dragged his superior talent down. At his worst, the Eagles have to win in spite of their head coach, instead of him actually giving them an edge.
How do you expect Philadelphia to attack Jayden Daniels and the Commanders defensively?
One would imagine the Eagles will be looking into what the Pittsburgh Steelers did to limit Daniels to just five yards in Week 10, his worst rushing performance by far. Pass-rush lane integrity seems key. In addition, we could see the Eagles commit a spy (reigning NFC defensive player of the week Zack Baun? Cooper DeJean?) to monitor Daniels's mobility.
What's your bold prediction for Thursday's game?
Jahan Dotson and Zach Ertz each score a touchdown against their former teams. Jalen Hurts has mostly been reluctant to throw to Dotson thus far but it seems like he's starting to trust his receiver more. The Commanders would probably like to get Ertz in the end zone in his first trip back to Philly.
More on the Eagles: Baun, a third-round pick out of Wisconsin in 2020, was named NFC defensive player of the week after registering eight tackles, two forced fumbles and a fumble recovery against the Cowboys. The film review of the Dallas game confirms Philadelphia's defense is playing like one of the best units in the league.
The Commanders are looking ahead after a frustrating loss to the Steelers, which exposed the team's lack of offensive line depth. Here are 13 things Sam Fortier learned from the loss. Washington wide receiver Terry McLaurin has had some tremendous individual matchups with Eagles cornerback Darius Slay over the past four seasons, but McLaurin could face a different challenge on Thursday. Nicki Jhabvala takes a closer look at Eagles rookie cornerback Quinyon Mitchell, a first-round pick out of Toledo who has excelled while primarily lining up on the right side. "He has good ball skills, where he's able to get the ball out at the catch point," McLaurin said. "If you leave the ball inside on out-breaking routes, he has a chance to make plays on the ball. They've put a lot on his plate, obviously, but I think he's handled it well." The Washington Post's NFL playoff projections give the Eagles a 71 percent chance of winning the NFC East. But a Commanders win on the road would give Washington the inside track on the division crown.
Game day trivia: This week's game is the first meeting between Washington and Philadelphia on a Thursday. Excluding Dallas, which team has Washington faced the most on Thursday?
Player emoji rebus: The player represented by the rebus puzzle below played for Washington and Philadelphia. Can you name him?
First name: [?]
Last name: ?[?][?][????????????????????]+?+[?]
Oct. 29, 2023: Eagles 38, Commanders 31
Washington quarterback Sam Howell threw for 397 yards and a career-high four touchdowns, but the Commanders blew an 11-point first-half lead at home to fall to 3-5.

The Washington Post Sports front from Oct. 30, 2023. (The Washington Post)


Each week, we will recommend recipes related to the Commanders' opponent.
As a firm believer that white pizza, with few exceptions, is an abomination, I'm excited to try this Philadelphia tomato pie recipe. The focaccia base takes some time, so plan ahead if you're making your own. There's no shortage of places from which to pick up a hoagie or two in the DMV, including Vace, Mangialardo's, Bub and Pop's, the Italian Store and Wawa. You can also build your own at home, but don't skimp on the bread. For something a little more involved, try these classic strombolis. Beverage-wise, consider mixing up some Philadelphia fish house punch, which tastes much better than it sounds.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post.)


Trivia answer: Washington has played six Thursday games against the New York Giants and has a 3-3 record in those games. The Commanders' other Thursday opponents have included Dallas (12 times), Chicago (3), Minnesota (3), Detroit (1) and N.Y. Jets (1).
Emoji rebus answer: Quarterback Sonny Jurgensen played the first seven years of his career in Philadelphia before Washington traded for him in 1964. He was named to four Pro Bowls with Washington and spent 38 seasons as a color commentator on the team's radio broadcasts.

Sonny Jurgensen is introduced before a game in 2013. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post)
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The Steelers slowed down Jayden Daniels. Can the Eagles?
Jayden Daniels ran just three times for five yards in the Commanders' loss to the Steelers, and the rookie QB's legs hadn't been neutralized like that in years.
By Sam Fortier | 2024-11-14

Washington Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels ran the ball just three times against the Pittsburgh Steelers. (Daniel Kucin Jr./AP) 


One of the most jarring parts of the Washington Commanders' loss to the Pittsburgh Steelers on Sunday was Jayden Daniels's stat line of three rushes for five yards.
The rookie quarterback's legs hadn't been neutralized like that in years. In his previous 64 games, between college and the NFL, he had just two games with so few carries and only two with fewer rushing yards.
But the shutdown wasn't shocking. Over the past three weeks, Daniels hasn't run as often or as efficiently as he did to start his pro career, when his scrambles fueled the offense's success. Some of the drop-off is intentional -- the team has called fewer designed runs since he hurt his ribs Oct. 20 -- and some of it is how defenses have schemed to pen Daniels in the pocket.
Few of Daniels's opponents, in college or the NFL, have executed their game plans as well as the Steelers, who used a bevy of five-man pressures and well-coordinated power rushes to collapse the pocket around him and seal off avenues of escape.
Undoubtedly, Philadelphia Eagles defensive coordinator Vic Fangio will try to keep Daniels in the pocket as well. But he likes to play "shell" coverage with lighter boxes, and his front is better inside than outside -- the opposite of Pittsburgh's -- so his unit might not have the numbers, talent or discipline to win as consistently. That could open running lanes and allow Daniels to reassert his rushing prowess. (To be clear: Daniels had moments of effective running since the injury, such as erasing second-and-longs against the Chicago Bears and converting fourth and one against the New York Giants, but they've been less frequent.)
It's hard to know how Fangio will attack. Somehow, in a league full of great mobile quarterbacks, the Eagles haven't faced many in their first nine games. The most productive was the Giants' Daniel Jones, who had five rushes for 20 yards.
For his part, Daniels dismissed concerns about his health and decrease in rushes, which he called a by-product of countering the Steelers' scheme with "the right football play." He praised the Eagles' front, which features star defensive tackle Jalen Carter, but as usual he seemed unfazed.
"If nothing's there in the pass game, I'll take off and run," he said.
Regardless of scheme, Philadelphia probably will try to hit Daniels often. Pittsburgh contacted him on every snap it could, sometimes even ignoring the running back on zone-read runs to hit Daniels, perhaps to test his ribs, which still get wrapped on the sideline between drives. The strategy was similar to how Washington upset Philadelphia in 2022, when Eagles quarterback Jalen Hurts ran the ball just six times, his third-fewest attempts that season.

Steelers edge rusher Alex Highsmith (No. 56) doesn't care that Jayden Daniels gives up the ball on this zone read. His goal is to contact Daniels anyway. (Sam Fortier/TWP)


Daniels knows the Eagles can be physical. In the 2022 SEC title game, Carter (with Georgia) picked up Daniels (with LSU) like a small child -- which, it turns out, is the best way to prevent him from running.

Defensive lineman Jalen Carter of Georgia holds LSU quarterback Jayden Daniels during the 2022 SEC title game. (Jeffrey Vest/Icon Sportswire) 


The Commanders need to settle down. Logan Paulsen, the former tight end turned team broadcaster, said on a recent episode of the "Take Command" podcast that some players looked "sped up" against the Steelers, that they may have had subconscious adrenaline or been pressing against an elite opponent.
Film and data support the theory. The Commanders had just eight drops in the first nine weeks, tied for sixth best in the NFL, according to Pro Football Focus -- but then had three against the Steelers.
Coach Dan Quinn has dismissed any concerns about the moment being too big for his team, but now the players must show they're truly ready for the biggest game of the year. (The Eagles have a 71 percent chance to win the NFC East, according to a Washington Post analysis.)
Adam Peters vs. his boldest moves: Act I. Two of the Washington general manager's biggest swings so far were trades with the Eagles. His deals on the second day of this year's draft and just before the season gave the Eagles rookie cornerback Cooper DeJean and third-year wide receiver Jahan Dotson.
So far, it's hard to doubt Peters. The players and picks he got in the trades have been key to helping the franchise's surge. Dotson has struggled mightily -- he ranks 143rd out of 155 qualified receivers in yards per route run -- and even though DeJean has impressed at a position of need for the Commanders, he probably hasn't been quite good enough to inspire buyer's remorse.
But this game could change the narrative. The stakes are immense for the division race. If DeJean or Dotson comes up with a critical play, some people, fairly or not, will see Peters's moves in a different light. And that's important because this is just the first matchup. The Eagles have Dotson under contract through 2025 and DeJean through 2027.
Jalen Hurts is cooking -- and he can handle the heat. Last week, Dallas pressured Hurts on a season-high 53.6 percent of his dropbacks, and he still completed 7 of 9 passes for 115 yards and two touchdowns while under pressure, according to NFL Next Gen Stats. Since Week 3, Hurts has thrown four touchdowns and no interceptions when under pressure.
He also has rushed for eight touchdowns in his past four games, which is the most by a quarterback in a four-game span in the Super Bowl era.
And yet ...
The scariest Eagles might be running back Saquon Barkley and wide receiver A.J. Brown. These elite players are matchup nightmares for the Commanders, who have struggled to stop the run and won't have star cornerback Marshon Lattimore (hamstring), meaning their options against Brown in man-to-man coverage are uninspiring.
One option is Benjamin St-Juste, who at 6-foot-3 and 200 pounds is close to Brown's size (6-1, 226). But St-Juste is coming off a rough finish against the Steelers in which he allowed the game-winning touchdown. The other option is rookie Mike Sainristil (5-10, 182). The Commanders could play more zone coverage behind lighter boxes, but that would create space for Barkley, who two weeks ago landed a surreal, backward hurdle that got the league buzzing.
"I think the whole world's seen it," Daniels said.
"The ability to start and stop with that explosive nature that he has and try to break somebody's leverage [is impressive]," Quinn said. "The tackling, the angles [for defenders], you want to make sure that point is really hammered home over and over."
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Five Super Bowl contenders have separated from the rest
The Lions lead our list of the Super Bowl contenders that have separated from the pack.
By Neil Greenberg | 2024-11-14

Cornerback Carlton Davis III is one of the leaders of a very good Detroit Lions defense. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)


The NFL season is past the halfway point, and we will soon start seeing some teams clinch playoff spots. There is also a select class of Super Bowl contenders that is starting to emerge.
Five teams have clearly separated themselves in our updating NFL playoff projections, earning double-digit odds of winning the Super Bowl this season. The next-closest teams are in a tie with just 3 percent odds.
Chance to win the Super Bowl: 27 percent
The Lions have been very good on both sides of the ball this season. They are among the league leaders in scoring (31.6 points per game, 2nd), with the most efficient rushing game (after quarterbacks are removed from the equation). Not only have David Montgomery and Jahmyr Gibbs combined for 1,247 rushing yards and 15 rushing touchdowns, the duo is also scoring 1.6 more points per game than expected based on the down, distance and field position of each play, per data from TruMedia. The average production from a team's rushers, excluding quarterback scrambles, scores 1.4 fewer points per game than expected in 2024. That has set things up nicely for quarterback Jared Goff and the passing game.
On defense, Detroit ranks third per Aaron Schatz's defense-adjusted value over average, a metric which adjusts efficiency for strength of schedule, with opponents scoring six fewer points per game than expected against them. Only the Minnesota Vikings, Los Angeles Chargers, Chicago Bears and Denver Broncos have made it harder on opponents' scoring efforts this season. It remains to be seen how much the injury to star pass rusher Aiden Hutchinson will affect the defense in the long run.
Chance to win the Super Bowl: 14 percent
The Bills are 8-2 and off to their best start since 1993. Quarterback Josh Allen is in the mix for the league's most valuable player award and the offense is firing on all cylinders. On defense, edge rusher Greg Rousseau leads the team with 41 pressures -- twice that of defensive tackle Ed Oliver, who is No. 2 on the team, per Pro Football Focus -- with 25 stops at or behind the line of scrimmage.
While this Sunday's home game against the Kansas City Chiefs (more on them below) will provide a very tough test, the end-of-season schedule could be very favorable to the Bills and ultimately decide where they land in the AFC. They will play the New England Patriots twice and the New York Jets once, two teams with a combined record of 6-14 heading into Week 11.
Chance to win the Super Bowl: 14 percent
You may be wondering why the undefeated Chiefs, who have won it all the past two seasons, are not the Super Bowl favorites. But this is a team that hasn't played as well as its record would indicate. Eight of the Chiefs' nine wins came in one-score games, and based on their point differential, we would expect them to have six wins, not nine.
Two-time MVP quarterback Patrick Mahomes hasn't looked like his usual self at times this season, but given his postseason track record and the fact that Kansas City currently has the inside track on the No. 1 seed, the Chiefs remain a very strong contender.
Chance to win the Super Bowl: 12 percent
After a shaky 2-2 start, the Eagles have five straight wins and are looking like the Super Bowl contender many thought they were during the summer. Quarterback Jalen Hurts is leading the charge here. During the first four weeks of the season he threw four touchdowns with three interceptions, but over the past five weeks he has six touchdown passes with no picks plus has run for six more touchdowns. His individual expected points added has also spiked from one point per game over the first four weeks to nine points per game over the last five.
Offseason acquisition Saquon Barkley is also doing his part. The running back has rushed for 925 yards with six touchdowns, with eight runs of at least 20 yards.
Defensively, the Eagles are the No. 1 team in the league per the game-charters at Pro Football Focus. Opposing quarterbacks have a 78.6 passer rating against them this season, per TruMedia, well below the league average of 91.1.
Philadelphia's chances will likely swing depending on the outcome of Thursday night's game against the Washington Commanders, a surprise team also vying for the NFC East. They will face off again five weeks after that, with both contests high-leverage games for the NFC contenders. But for now, the numbers strongly favor the Eagles.
Chance to win the Super Bowl: 12 percent
Quarterback Lamar Jackson is a worthy MVP favorite, and the Ravens' offense is scoring a league-leading 11 points more per game than expected based on the down, distance and field position of each play.
But the team's title chances are being limited by its defense. According to Schatz's defense-adjusted value over average, the defense ranks 16th after leading the league a year ago. In 2023, opposing quarterbacks managed a league-low passer rating of 74.6 against Baltimore's defense. This season they've allowed a passer rating of 101.8, which is the seventh-highest of 2024.
Like the Eagles, the Ravens will have to fend off a divisional push by the Pittsburgh Steelers. The Steelers have a half-game lead for now, but they still have two games against Baltimore on the schedule, with the first one taking place this week.
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Capitals still can't solve the Maple Leafs in 4-3 overtime loss
The Caps looked poised to beat the Maple Leafs after losing all three meetings last season before a late third-period comeback by Toronto led to an overtime defeat.
By Bailey Johnson | 2024-11-14

Toronto's John Tavares beat Capitals goaltender Logan Thompson for the game-winner in overtime Wednesday night at Capital One Arena. (Geoff Burke/Imagn Images) 


In three tries last season, the Washington Capitals couldn't beat the Toronto Maple Leafs. They didn't even come close.
Washington lost the three meetings by a combined score of 16-5, much to the displeasure of Coach Spencer Carbery, who was an assistant in Toronto for two years before he came to Washington. While Carbery has fond memories of his time behind the bench in Ontario, getting blown out three times by his former employer stung.
Carbery's Capitals found another painful path to defeat Wednesday night at Capital One Arena, blowing a two-goal lead in the final 4:09 of regulation before falling, 4-3, in overtime when John Tavares broke in on Logan Thompson and scored the winner with 47 seconds remaining.
Thompson, who lost for the first time in his Capitals career, made 30 saves on 34 shots. Joseph Woll stopped 24 of 27 shots for Toronto.
"Second half of the game, I thought, not good at all," Carbery said. "Embarrassing, for that matter, the way that that game played out. Just embarrassing, flat-out. That's unrecognizable from our team. Playing a team on a back-to-back, third period, the way that that looked. The two-goal lead. Embarrassing on home ice."
Taylor Raddysh gave the Capitals (10-4-1) the lead midway through the first period with a centering pass that banked off Maple Leafs forward Max Domi and into the net. Domi has yet to score his first goal of the year for Toronto (10-6-2), but he helped Washington get on the scoresheet Wednesday.
Just 59 seconds later, Toronto's Bobby McMann tied it by beating Thompson through the five-hole. Thompson slid to his right, tracking Tavares as he brought the puck up the ice, and Tavares made a no-look pass to McMann that sent Thompson scrambling to get back across the net. He couldn't get to McMann in time, and McMann found some daylight to slide the puck through.
In last year's season series between the teams, that would have been the end of the night for the Capitals. They had some bright moments against Toronto in those meetings, but the Maple Leafs quickly snuffed them out and took over.
This time, Washington stayed in the game. A long shift in the offensive zone late in the first period, sparked by Aliaksei Protas's committed forecheck that prevented Toronto from getting a clean breakout, led to Dylan Strome's go-ahead goal. From behind the net, Protas found Strome in the low slot, and Strome did the rest, dangling around Woll to tuck the puck inside the post.
In the second period, the Capitals looked to have grown their lead to two goals with a blast from the point by defenseman John Carlson, but after a challenge by the Maple Leafs, the goal was overturned for goaltender interference on center Nic Dowd.
Late in the frame, though, Protas scored his sixth goal to give Washington a real 3-1 lead. Protas looked for captain Alex Ovechkin on a two-on-one, but Ovechkin's shot was blocked at the net front by Chris Tanev. Defenseman Rasmus Sandin, who was drafted by the Maple Leafs in the first round in 2018, picked up the puck and sent it back -- through Tanev's legs -- to Protas across the zone with a wide-open net.
"From the start, we were good. We started to make some unacceptable plays we usually don't make, and it started to fall apart," Protas said. "We had the chances to close this game out, and we didn't. For sure it's on us."
Toronto, after a strong push to open the final frame, appeared to get within a goal when Steven Lorentz put a puck past Thompson midway through the third period, but after a lengthy review, the goal was disallowed because Lorentz "propelled" it into the net with his leg.
Much like the goal from Protas to put Washington up 3-1 after Carlson's disallowed goal, though, the Maple Leafs pulled within one with 4:09 remaining when William Nylander jumped on a loose puck behind Thompson in the crease.
Less than a minute later, Matthew Knies thought he had tied the score with a deflection on a point shot from Morgan Rielly. The goal was initially disallowed for being put in with a high stick, and the call was confirmed after yet another review.
The Maple Leafs' push continued in the final minutes. The Capitals had several looks at the empty net but overpassed the puck, trying to be unselfish and hand the empty-netter to a teammate; Dowd crosschecked Knies to hand Toronto a power play with 52.8 seconds remaining.
The Maple Leafs needed just five seconds to tie the score. Mitch Marner fired a one-timer from the left circle -- doing his best impression of Ovechkin in his office -- that easily beat Thompson and sent the game to overtime.
Toronto won the faceoff to begin overtime and maintained possession for the first three minutes. Strome forced a turnover and the Capitals brought the puck up the ice, but Ovechkin's shot from the high slot was stopped by Woll.
Nylander won the ensuing faceoff against Dowd, giving the Maple Leafs possession again. On a rush back up the ice, Carlson hit the crossbar and Washington got another offensive-zone draw.
Strome won this one, but after a turnover at the top of the zone, Tavares went the other way and scored the winner.
"It started before the third period," Sandin said. "They were putting too much pressure on us and we didn't handle the puck very well, I thought. Didn't break the puck out very well. It wasn't great from, I'd say, second period or half the second period or whatever it was. Then some things at the end there. That's what it is.
"We just need to do a better job this game. We can't play with our heads too high for the record it's been. It's been a short season. It's 67 games left, so we need to keep playing good hockey and be way better than this."

Alex Ovechkin and the Capitals dropped a tough one to the Maple Leafs Wednesday night. (Patrick Smith/Getty Images)


Lars Eller never sold his house in the D.C. area after being traded to the Colorado Avalanche in March 2023. Max Pacioretty lived there last year, but it was empty this season -- so Eller was able to go home again, as if he never left, when he arrived in Washington on Wednesday. He didn't see the trade from the Pittsburgh Penguins coming, but the 35-year-old made it clear he's happy to be back.
"I've been traded a few times, and I don't think you ever quite get used to it," Eller said. "It's an odd feeling, leaving teammates and a place where I really enjoyed, really loved playing. That's hard. It's difficult but I could not, at the same time, imagine a better place coming than here. Now that I have to move, it's the best possible scenario."
With Eller and winger Jakub Vrana, who signed a one-year deal after coming to training camp on a tryout agreement, back in the fold, the Capitals have five members of their 2018 Stanley Cup-winning team on the roster. Eller scored the Cup-winning goal in Game 5.
Eller is expected to be in the lineup for the Capitals on Friday in Denver. He'll probably center the third line, slotting in alongside Vrana, with whom he played on numerous occasions the first time around.
"It certainly is the closest thing to home for me in the NHL," Eller said. "It's where I played the most, the longest in my career. ... It's just all smiles and good vibes and excitement. You can tell they're glad to have me back, and the feeling is mutual."
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Kaylene Smikle takes point as Terrapins hold off Syracuse to stay perfect 
Transfer Kaylene Smikle led the way with a game-high 22 points as Maryland turned back Syracuse, 84-73, to improve to 4-0 for the first time since the 2021-22 season.
By Associated Press | 2024-11-14

Guard Kaylene Smikle scored 22 points and finished 10 for 10 from the free throw line as No. 11 Maryland held off Syracuse to improve to 4-0. (Rich Barnes/Imagn Images)


SYRACUSE, N.Y. -- Kaylene Smikle scored 22 points, Allie Kubek added 16, and No. 11 Maryland rallied from a 10-point deficit early in the second quarter to turn back Syracuse, 84-73, on Wednesday night.
The victory was the Terrapins' second over an ACC program this season and comes on the heels of Sunday's 85-80 upset win over No. 11 Duke in College Park. The 4-0 start is Maryland's best since the 2021-22 season, when the Terps started 6-0 and advance to the NCAA tournament's Sweet 16. The Terps, who scored at least 80 points for the second time this season, improved to 95-7 when scoring at least 80 points over the past six seasons.
Smikle, a transfer from Rutgers playing her first season with the Terrapins, reached the 20-point mark for the third time this season and has led the team in scoring in three of four games.
The difference Wednesday was the second quarter, in which the Terps drilled 12 of 17 shots, including four three-pointers, to outscore the Orange 28-11. Syracuse (1-2) was 5 of 12 with one three-pointer and five turnovers in the quarter.
Maryland trailed 24-14 after the Orange made the first two baskets of the second quarter. Kubek then started and ended a 15-0 run with layups as the Terrapins took control. Shyanne Sellers followed with a three-pointer, Bri McDaniel had two baskets and Christina Dalce added a pair of layups. Maryland led 29-24 with less than four minutes gone in the quarter as Syracuse missed five shots and had two turnovers.
The Orange got within four points with 3:53 to go in the fourth quarter, but Maryland responded with a 14-7 run to close the game.
McDaniel had 13 points off the bench on 6-of-9 shooting and Dalce scored 10 points. Saylor Poffenbarger had nine points and nine rebounds as the Terrapins had a 40-32 advantage on the glass. Smikle was 10 of 10 from the free throw line, where Maryland was 12 of 14 in the fourth quarter and 20 of 24 for the game. Syracuse finished 9 of 10. The Terps improved to 7-0 all-time against the Orange.
Georgia Woolley led Syracuse with 17 points. Kyra Wood had 16 with 11 rebounds, Sophie Burrows scored 13 points and Dominique Camp added 10.
Smikle's three-pointer put Maryland up 42-31 at halftime. Syracuse got within six midway through the third quarter but trailed 61-52 heading into the fourth. A Woolley layup cut the deficit to 70-66 with just less than four minutes to go.
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Spurs Coach Gregg Popovich to be sidelined indefinitely after stroke
The Spurs announced that Popovich, the 75-year-old Hall of Fame coach, is expected to make a full recovery.
By Ben Golliver, Varun Shankar | 2024-11-14

San Antonio Spurs Coach Gregg Popovich, shown last month, has been away from the team for almost two weeks. (Nate Billings/AP)


The San Antonio Spurs announced Wednesday that legendary coach Gregg Popovich suffered a "mild stroke" this month that will continue to sideline him indefinitely.
Popovich, 75, is the NBA's all-time winningest coach with a record of 1,393-827 since taking over the Spurs during the 1996-97 season. The league's oldest and longest-tenured coach suffered a stroke at San Antonio's Frost Bank Center on Nov. 2 before a game against the Minnesota Timberwolves, and he has missed San Antonio's past six games while recovering from what the Spurs originally referred to as an undisclosed medical incident. Assistant Mitch Johnson, 37, has served as the interim coach in Popovich's absence.
The Spurs said in a statement that Popovich "has already started a rehabilitation program" and is "expected to make a full recovery," though it remains unclear when he will return to the sideline.
"When we walk into the building each and every day, we feel [Popovich's] leadership, we feel that presence," Spurs General Manager Brian Wright said Wednesday before San Antonio's game against the Washington Wizards. "And so not having him, there's clearly a void. And we miss him."
Wizards Coach Brian Keefe, who began his NBA career under Popovich as a Spurs video coordinator from 2005 to 2007, started his pregame news conference by wishing the San Antonio coach well. He said he reached out to Popovich after seeing he wasn't coaching.
"People don't realize how much of a sense of humor he has," Keefe said. "... This is a guy who's a really caring human being and he would look out for all of us. I was just a young guy in the video room, and he would look out for me."
The Spurs are 5-6 to start the season and looking to make progress in star center Victor Wembanyama's second season. The reigning rookie of the year is averaging 19.7 points, 10.5 rebounds and a league-leading 3.9 blocks, but he has struggled at times with his outside shooting.
When asked how the team was managing with Popovich absent, Wright was upbeat but realistic.
"Really well," Wright said of how the team has handled the situation. "But that doesn't mean it hasn't been hard. ... I don't know that there's another person that means so much to another organization, sports or non-sports. And he's more than a coach."
Earlier this month, Wembanyama addressed Popovich's absence. "We all miss him. We hope he's all right. We know he's going to come back, and he's going to want to come back earlier than he probably should," the center said. "That's Pop. Even though he's not with us right now, we still try to apply what he's tried to teach us. Mitch is doing a great job of putting in his own personality and pushing us in his own way."
Popovich guided the Spurs to championships in 1999, 2003, 2005, 2007 and 2014, and the organization won at least 50 games in 18 consecutive seasons from 1999-2000 to 2016-17. Along the way, he coached Hall of Famers such as David Robinson, Tim Duncan, Tony Parker and Manu Ginobili.
Popovich was inducted to the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame in 2023, and he signed a five-year contract extension that same year.
"Pop's impact on our organization, from the players that he's coached, the staff that's worked with him and the community of San Antonio, it's hard to articulate or put into words," Johnson said this month. "If I tried to put it into words, I probably wouldn't do it justice. He's been tremendous for me personally. Right now, his health is the number one priority. We support him in that 100 percent. I talked to him [Nov. 3]. He's in good spirits. He'll be okay. He is okay. We can't wait to have him back."
Shankar reported from San Antonio.
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Caitlin Clark commands all the attention, even in an LPGA Tour pro-am
The packed galleries Wednesday at the Annika were fixated on Caitlin Clark, the WNBA superstar who has taken the sports world by storm.
By Gene Wang | 2024-11-13

Caitlin Clark signs autographs on the 18th green following her round at the Annika pro-am. (Douglas P. DeFelice/Getty Images) 


Annika Sorenstam is a 10-time major champion and considered the greatest LPGA Tour player of the modern era. Nelly Korda is the reigning LPGA Tour player of the year after a historic season in which the world No. 1 matched Sorenstam's record of five straight wins.
Neither of those golf luminaries was the main attraction during Wednesday's pro-am ahead of the tournament that bears Sorenstam's name. The packed galleries for the Annika at Pelican Golf Club in Belleair, Florida, instead were fixated on Caitlin Clark, the WNBA superstar who has taken the sports world by storm.
Clark played 18 holes in what was by all accounts the most watched pro-am round in LPGA Tour history. The rookie of the year with the Indiana Fever joined Korda for the front nine and Sorenstam on the back, frequently pausing for pictures with fans, some clad in Fever gear and others wearing Clark's No. 22 Iowa jersey.
"I think it's great for women's sports," Korda said during her post-round news conference as Clark remained on the course signing autographs for her legion of supporters, some of whom had traveled from Iowa to get a glimpse of the two-time national player of the year. "I love that she has a love of the game of golf. Me, I've never really tuned in to watching basketball before her, honestly. I think it's just growing interest in all of women's sports."
Analysts on Golf Channel, which devoted an hour of live airtime to Clark's round, described the scene as "the Clark effect," linked to the unprecedented ratings for women's basketball since the NCAA Division I scoring leader and the first pick in the 2024 WNBA draft emerged.
Fever games averaged 1.19 million viewers this season, nearly 200 percent higher than the audience for other WNBA games. Clark's final playoff game averaged 2.5 million viewers, making it cable's most watched WNBA game of all time. The WNBA completed its most-watched season in 24 years and had its highest attendance in 22 years.
Clark commanded even higher ratings in college, where she directed Iowa to consecutive appearances in the Final Four. Her final game with the Hawkeyes -- a loss to South Carolina for the NCAA tournament title -- drew a record 18.9 million viewers, according to Nielsen.
"I feel very fortunate, and obviously women's sports are on the rise," Clark said during an on-course interview Tuesday with Golf Channel. "This is only the beginning. It's only going to get better and better. I've been a fan my whole life, so it's cool of it to be where it is now, but I know it can go even better places."
Clark's crossover appeal was on full display as she walked down the 18th fairway, when LPGA Tour players politely asked her to pose with them for selfies. Maria Fassi first requested a picture with Clark and Sorenstam, who spoke glowingly about her playing partner and the potential for her to bring new fans to women's golf.
Clark also posed for a selfie with Ally Ewing, who was part of the winning U.S. team at this year's Solheim Cup.
"It's great that she's here," said Sorenstam, the tournament host. "Very thankful for her to take the time to be part of our event. She's just a really nice person, down to earth. She's an athlete -- you can tell. If she didn't hit it well, she's a little bit upset because she knows she can do it. ...
"I think it's awesome. Yeah, I love all the young girls with the signs -- nothing we would really see on a normal Wednesday. It's just great how it brings attention to the tournament."
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Delaware State to field first Division I women's wrestling team at an HBCU
Delaware State's new program will begin competition in the 2025-26 season, when women's wrestling is expected to become an NCAA championship sport. 
By Glynn A. Hill | 2024-11-13

Delaware State University hosted a girl's wrestling clinic in August 2023 with an eye toward starting its own program. The school announced last week that it will field a Division I women's wrestling team next year. (Delaware State University Athletics)


In a gymnasium on the campus of Delaware State in August 2023, nearly 100 girls tumbled, grappled and shot single leg takedowns. To Delaware State Athletic Director Alecia Shields-Gadson, this was the future.
At the time, Delaware State, a historically Black university in Dover, Delaware, was exploring the addition of a new sports team. It co-hosted the clinic last year with several wrestling organizations, partly to gauge regional talent and interest with an eye toward starting its own program.
A little over a year later, the school announced Thursday that the team will come to fruition with the help of a $1.25 million donation. It will become the first Division I women's wrestling program at an HBCU, and follows Morgan State, which resurrected its men's wrestling program late last year.
"This allows young women to not only seriously think about wrestling at the next level, but doing so at an HBCU," said Shields-Gadson. "So I think that's what I'm really proud of."
HBCUs have a history in collegiate wrestling, and Delaware State's story is tied to the last chapter.
Broadly, the number of college wrestling programs has decreased considerably in recent decades, including those dropped at schools with long-standing programs and championship success. Nineteen HBCUs dropped wrestling, including Howard, Norfolk State and Morgan State, which was considered the most successful HBCU program, having produced four Division II champions and more than a dozen conference titles. Delaware State became the last HBCU to drop its men's wrestling program in 2009, citing economic difficulties and academic deficiencies.
A handful of HBCU programs materialized in lower divisions in subsequent years, but it wasn't until last year that they reemerged on the Division I scene, bolstered by funding from HBCU Wrestling (HBCUW), an initiative that aims to restore wrestling programs at Black colleges and universities, and which provided Delaware State's $1.25 million gift.
Its $2.7 million donation to Morgan State helped the school hire Kenny Monday, the first Black wrestler to win an Olympic gold medal, to lead its program, which relaunched last season. Delaware State's program is set to begin competition in the 2025-26 season.
"To be able to get this women's program started as our second program, I think it's right on time," said Jahi Jones, executive director of HBCUW. "We see how fast women's wrestling has grown on the collegiate level. The 2025-26 season should be the first season of NCAA championship status, so it aligns perfectly for us."
There are around 150 women's college wrestling programs in the country. Delaware State is slated to become the fifth NCAA Division I program, and its founding comes as the sport's advocates say women's wrestling is poised for continued growth.
Among female athletes at the high school level, wrestling has the 12th most participants of any sport, more than activities such as field hockey, gymnastics and flag football. Its number of female participants has tripled over the previous five years to 64,257.
In that time, as the number of NCAA programs has grown, the organization has moved to upgrade the sport's status. The NCAA Committee on Women's Athletics in February recommended the organization make women's wrestling an official championship sport, with its first championship projected to occur in 2026. The official vote takes place in January.
"I do think that once we see NCAA women's wrestling become an official championship sport, you're going to see more athletic decision-makers stand up and ask more questions about it," said Lori Ayres, co-founder of D1 Women's Wrestling, which offers resources for those looking to start college wrestling teams and clubs at NCAA institutions. "In January, once this becomes official, there will be more serious conversations at schools, especially at Division I schools that have worked hard to build these robust clubs, because their constituents are asking for it."
That popularity partly informed Shields-Gadson's interest in adding women's wrestling at Delaware State, though HBCUW's financial support helped finalize the decision. The addition also helps satisfy the terms of a consent decree, which the school has operated under since 2022 because its ratio of female-to-male varsity athletes (55-45 percent in 2020-21) was not proportional to its student body. To reach a point in which at least 60 percent of its varsity athletes are women, Delaware State committed to add two women's programs within five years.
"We were looking to add another women's sport for about two years," said Shields-Gadson, who said the school strongly considered adding beach volleyball and acrobatics and tumbling teams. "We are under a consent decree, but having an opportunity to have a sport that has such a rich history with Delaware State having sponsored men's wrestling before, we saw it as a great opportunity."
Jones, HBCUW's executive director, has continued to develop relationships with school leaders at other HBCUs, exploring the feasibility of men's and women's programs, and collaborating on events such as Delaware State's clinic last year or another with Norfolk State this past summer.
As HBCUW looks to support a third program, it is considering Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference schools such as Howard or South Carolina State, as well as those further south with established wrestling clubs.
For Shields-Gadson, the wrestling program offers something loftier than a new activity on campus. She sees it as an avenue for the school to compete for NCAA championships and to offer a home for young women in the region who want to extend their wrestling careers and experience an HBCU.
"I think for us at Delaware State, it wasn't just about checking a box and saying, 'Let's just add a program.' It was about, 'Could this be a good fit? Will we be able to build the program?'" she said. "We were very intentional and purposeful to make sure that we could do this. We hope that we can revitalize the excitement about wrestling at the collegiate level here in our region."
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-11-14
NFL
8:15 p.m. Washington at Philadelphia >>> WTTG (Ch. 5), Prime Video, WBIG (100.3 FM)
NBA
9 p.m. Dallas at Utah >>> NBA TV
COLLEGE FOOTBALL
7:30 p.m. East Carolina at Tulsa >>> ESPN
8 p.m. Grambling at Alabama A&M >>> ESPNU
MEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
9 p.m. Grand Canyon vs. Arizona State >>> ESPN2
WOMEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
6:30 p.m. Creighton at Kansas State >>> ESPN2
7 p.m. Utah at Northwestern >>> Big Ten Network
8 p.m. Little Rock at Auburn >>> SEC Network
GOLF
5 a.m. DP World Tour Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
10 a.m. LPGA Tour: The Annika, first round >>> Golf Channel
1 p.m. PGA Tour: Bermuda Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
2 a.m. (Friday) DP World Tour Championship, second round >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
10 a.m. UEFA Nations League: Austria at Kazakhstan >>> Fox Sports 2
2:45 p.m. UEFA Nations League: England at Greece >>> Fox Sports 1
8 p.m. Concacaf Nations League quarterfinal, first leg: United States at Jamaica >>> TNT, Universo
TENNIS
5 a.m. ATP Finals, round robin >>> Tennis Channel
11 a.m. ATP Finals, round robin; Billie Jean King Cup, group stage >>> Tennis Channel
MEN'S COLLEGE SOCCER
5:30 p.m. ACC tournament semifinal: Virginia vs. Wake Forest >>> ACC Network
8 p.m. ACC tournament semifinal: California vs. Clemson >>> ACC Network
WOMEN'S COLLEGE VOLLEYBALL
9 p.m. Minnesota at Nebraska >>> Big Ten Network
11 p.m. Wisconsin at Southern California >>> Big Ten Network
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Aaron Rodgers says Jets' struggles won't affect plans to play in 2025
The quarterback, soon to turn 41, indicated he wants to come back while holding out hope that the 3-7 Jets could still have a successful 2024 campaign.
By Des Bieler | 2024-11-14

Aaron Rodgers said Wednesday that Jets fans should "hold on to the hope of something great happening" this year. (Seth Wenig/AP)


It wasn't exactly a full-throated "Yes," but when asked Wednesday if he still wants to play for the New York Jets next season, Aaron Rodgers answered in the affirmative.
"I think so, yeah," he told reporters at the team's facility in New Jersey.
It would be fair to assume that the Jets' highly disappointing season -- and Rodgers's subpar play -- may have prompted a change of heart for the four-time NFL MVP after he said in March that he hoped to "play two or three or four more years." While overseeing a recent stretch of six losses in seven games that has New York on the verge of irrelevance at 3-7, Rodgers has taken plenty of hits coming off last season's Achilles' tendon tear, and he turns 41 next month.
Nevertheless, Rodgers said the tumult of the past two months, including the firing of coach Robert Saleh, has "not really" affected his thoughts about coming back for more. He also expressed optimism that this year's squad could turn things around.
"I think the verdict's still not out on this season," Rodgers said.
The gavel will slam down, though, unless New York goes on an improbable winning streak starting Sunday against the visiting Indianapolis Colts. A Next Gen Stats model has the Jets' playoff chances at 14 percent, and that would plummet to 3 percent with a loss to the Colts. A win would only increase their chances to 20 percent.
While the Jets' defense has not played up to its previous high level this season, the Rodgers-led offense has been worse. New York ranks 26th in both yards and points per game, and Rodgers is on pace to put up the lowest numbers of his career in categories such as touchdown percentage, yards per attempt and passer rating since becoming a starter in 2008.
"I'm not playing as well as I would've liked to play, for sure," he said Wednesday. "The beauty in this game is it's a team game. The frustrating part is that if you're a great competitor, you hold yourself to a standard that's not unrealistic, and I haven't reached that standard this year."
As for what it might take for the Jets to improve, Rodgers said: "Just the little things. Situational football." He added that the team's issues were "fixable."
Part of what has plagued New York has been sloppy play. The Jets' 75 penalties are the second most in the NFL, and their 20 missed tackles in a 31-6 loss to the Arizona Cardinals on Sunday were tied for the most by any team this season, per Next Gen Stats.
Saleh is no longer around to blame, leading to scrutiny on interim coach (and defensive coordinator) Jeff Ulbrich. Describing the slew of missed tackles in Arizona as "criminal," Ulbrich said Monday that there was a "collective anger" among the Jets about how a season that began with Super Bowl hopes had slipped into calamity.
Rodgers defended Ulbrich on Wednesday, telling reporters that the coach had "done some really good things" while proving himself to be "a leader of men."
"I think Brick is an NFL head coach," Rodgers said in defense of Ulbrich. "Whether it's here, moving forward or down the line. ... I'd love to play for him until the end."
What happens once the season ends appears to be a matter of considerable uncertainty. The Jets need to decide on a coach, and a 14th straight season without a playoff berth could result in the ouster of General Manager Joe Douglas, who was hired in 2019. It is not even clear who will occupy the highest spot in the team's chain of command, given that owner Woody Johnson may again take a role in Donald Trump's presidential administration.
All that may play into whether Rodgers does return -- or if the Jets even want him to -- but for now, he said fans should "hold on to the hope of something great happening" this year. He added that he wanted to set an upbeat tone in New York's locker room.
"Once you dip your head, it gives permission for everybody else to do the same thing," Rodgers said. "So it's important you check yourself on your attitude and your energy every single day you step into the building. ... All the frustration, the disappointment -- you leave it outside. Once you come into the building, it's about being positive, a part of the solution, and carrying yourself the right way."
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Colts go back to Anthony Richardson as QB, two games after benching
Anthony Richardson is slated to start Sunday against the Jets and for the rest of the season, Indianapolis Coach Shane Steichen announced.
By Mark Maske | 2024-11-14

Quarterbacks Anthony Richardson and Joe Flacco crossed paths before the Colts' game Nov. 3 against the Vikings in Minneapolis. (Stacy Bengs/AP) 


The Indianapolis Colts are going back to second-year quarterback Anthony Richardson as their starter, only two games after benching him in favor of Joe Flacco following an odd episode in which Richardson asked to come out of a game because he was tired.
Richardson, chosen by the Colts with the fourth selection in the 2023 draft, will start Sunday's game against the New York Jets and thereafter, Coach Shane Steichen announced Wednesday.
"He will be our starter," Steichen said at a news conference. "He's going to start this week. He's going to start the rest of the season, all right, and we're going to go from there."
The Colts lost both games started by Flacco to drop to 4-6. They are two games behind the first-place Houston Texans in the AFC South and one game out of the seventh and final playoff spot in the AFC. Flacco was unable to re-create his late-season magic last year with the Cleveland Browns, when he helped them reach the playoffs and was named the comeback player of the year.
Flacco totaled two touchdown passes and four interceptions over the past two weeks in losses to the Minnesota Vikings and Buffalo Bills. Steichen said he informed Flacco of the decision Tuesday.
"He's the ultimate pro," Steichen said. "He respects the decision, understands it."
Richardson's benching came just 10 starts into his NFL career. His rookie season was cut short because of a shoulder injury that required surgery. Steichen said he spoke with Richardson recently about having a higher standard for himself in all aspects of his approach.
"That was discussed with him two weeks ago ... and over the last two weeks, he's made strides in those areas, big-time strides becoming a pro's pro," Steichen said. "And is he a finished product? No, he's not. And it's my job to help him get there, along with the rest of the coaching staff. ... We never lost faith or belief in him and his abilities. And he's shown strides. He really has."
Richardson is the NFL's 36th-rated passer, last among quarterbacks with enough passing attempts to qualify. He has completed just 44 percent of his passes and has four touchdown passes and seven interceptions.
His benching came after an Oct. 27 loss at Houston in which he connected on just 10 of 32 passes. He asked out of that game for one play, saying afterward that he told Steichen he was tired.
"As a competitor, you never want to just be on the sideline," Richardson told reporters Wednesday. "You always feel like there's an opportunity for you go to out there and help the team. But sitting on the sideline allowed me just to look and see certain things I could correct about myself, certain things that the team needed help with. And I'm just forever grateful for the opportunity. I'm glad that Shane felt like I'm the guy once again."
Richardson was chosen three picks after the Carolina Panthers took quarterback Bryce Young with the top selection. Young also was benched this season, in favor of Andy Dalton. But he regained the Panthers' starting job after Dalton suffered a thumb injury in a car crash and has had improved results. The Panthers won two of Young's three starts since he regained the starting job. The Colts now hope for similar improvement by Richardson.
"Everyone has a different way [of] development and how do you go about the process," Steichen said. "And everyone wants instant gratification right now. Sometimes it doesn't work like that. You fight through these times. And I love Anthony. He's a great person. I've got great faith in him and his abilities to be our franchise quarterback."
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Even on Klay Thompson appreciation night, Stephen Curry stole the show
Curry took over in the final minutes, leading the Warriors past Thompson's Mavericks on a night of nostalgia for Golden State.
By Ben Golliver | 2024-11-13

Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry outdueled Dallas Mavericks forward Klay Thompson on Tuesday in the first head-to-head meeting between the longtime teammates. (Jeff Chiu/AP)


SAN FRANCISCO -- The night was supposed to be remembered for a collective show of appreciation: 18,000 fans wore white captain's hats, simultaneously doffing them to honor Klay Thompson, the former Golden State Warriors star and avid boater. Thompson was back in the Bay Area for the first time since setting sail for the Dallas Mavericks over the summer, and 13 years' worth of goodwill awaited the four-time NBA champion's return to Chase Center.
But the carefully orchestrated homecoming, which began with 400 Warriors employees saluting Thompson on his walk into the arena, inevitably turned into a fierce sibling rivalry between the Splash Brothers. Stephen Curry embraced Thompson, his longtime teammate, before tip-off, then cut him down ruthlessly as he has so many other opponents. Serbia and France each got a memorable taste of Curry's late-game magic during the Paris Olympics this summer, and Curry served up another dagger three-pointer and "night, night" celebration to his former backcourt partner in Golden State's 120-117 comeback victory.
One day, Thompson will be immortalized by the Warriors with a retired jersey and a statue. On Tuesday, though, he was just another rival who had the audacity to dance in Curry's vicinity. Midway through the second quarter, Thompson shimmied to celebrate a three-pointer from the right corner that extended Dallas's lead. The same 18,000 fans who had stood to cheer his tribute video, which featured clips from the 2011 draft and Golden State's title runs, were suddenly silent and glued to their seats.
"It was an impromptu thing," Thompson said of his shoulder shake. "When you're feeling it, you do stuff instinctually. [Curry] was kind of surprised I did it. I play my best brand of ball when I'm playing loose."
Curry, who later said Thompson "knows better than that," wasn't going to let that slide in his house. Moments later, he responded to the perceived slight by hitting a runner while being fouled by Thompson. With play stopped, Curry looked in Thompson's direction with exaggerated gusto, making clear he was raising the mano-a-mano stakes.
"I know he wanted it really bad to have a moment like that," Curry said. "You're carrying a lot of emotions into the game, and you don't know how it's going to come out. ... That's my friend. There's a lot of history. You're going to have a lot of back-and-forth. Some of it was competitive. Some of it was fun."
Before their duel came to a head in the fourth quarter, Curry and Thompson warmed up on opposite baskets before their first NBA game against each other. The rest of the court was cleared, sharpening the focus on the teammates who, together with Draymond Green and an interlude from Kevin Durant, lifted the Warriors from perennial doormats to dynasty status.
"I didn't even know if I wanted to go over and say hi to him," said Curry, who exchanged glances with Thompson from a distance during their pregame shooting routines. "It was like on the blacktop in recess in high school. You don't really know how to handle it. You don't want to lose your focus."
Warriors Coach Steve Kerr said he was left "misty-eyed" by the pregame tribute video, noting that Thompson "captured the hearts of the fans" during his early-career rise into an all-star and his comeback from back-to-back season-ending injuries that culminated with the 2022 title. Curry and Green tried their best to avoid watching the tribute, knowing their emotions could get the best of them.
"It's not just the skill with Klay," Kerr said. "It's not just the commitment to the organization or the competitive desire. There's an aura that connected our fans to him right away. That's pretty rare."
The packed house delivered a thunderous ovation as Thompson smiled and clapped in appreciation. It was a poignant moment for Thompson, who signed a three-year, $50 million contract with the Mavericks in July. His illustrious Warriors tenure had ended on a down note when he shot 0 for 10 in a season-ending play-in tournament loss to the Sacramento Kings in April and was unable to reach an agreement on a new contract.
Kerr said the Warriors "wished that Klay would have finished his career with us" but noted the 34-year-old forward was "not happy" and "struggled with the repercussions of his injuries" last season. Ultimately, Kerr thought Thompson "needed a fresh start" and "made the right choice" by signing with the Mavericks (5-6), who were fresh off a trip to the NBA Finals and needed outside shooting to complement star guards Luka Doncic and Kyrie Irving.
"[The tribute] was a very cool experience. The captain's hat ended up being a great touch because I'm a passionate boater," said Thompson, who donned a cap following his postgame interview. "That was a warmhearted feeling. It was really cool to see the fans' gratitude towards myself. It's something I'll never take for granted."

Klay Thompson acknowledges the Chase Center crowd during a pregame tribute. (Ezra Shaw/Getty Images)


The boisterous atmosphere set the tone for an intense contest. On the first play of the game, Curry lined up defensively on Thompson, who promptly attacked off the dribble to earn free throws. Curry said he "blacked out" and committed a "dumb foul" because he was caught off guard, but he answered with a three-pointer on the other end.
The NBA's record holder for career three-pointers (Curry) and the NBA's record holder for three-pointers in a game (Thompson) were just getting started. Thompson finished with 22 points and six threes, tying his season highs, and had eight points in quick succession to help Dallas build a 112-105 lead with four minutes to play. Though his old No. 11 Warriors jerseys dotted the stands, his quick-trigger shots elicited groans down the stretch.
Yet Curry laughed last, scoring Golden State's final 12 points to tally a game-high 37 points to go with nine assists and six rebounds. Curry's fifth three-pointer came after he methodically dribbled the shot clock down against Quentin Grimes, Doncic and Dereck Lively II, then hopped backward well outside the arc to launch. The two-time MVP put his hands to the side of his head, dismissing the Mavericks for bedtime.
"It hurts to be on the other side of one of his flurries," Thompson said. "The guy got hot at the end and made some ridiculous shots."
The Warriors (9-2) have begun the post-Thompson era in promising fashion, adding Buddy Hield, Kyle Anderson and De'Anthony Melton to beef up Curry's supporting cast. By parting with Thompson and guard Chris Paul, Golden State also trimmed its payroll after becoming the first NBA team to spend $400 million on salaries and luxury taxes last season.
Still, Thompson's absence lingered, and his departure was enough of a psychic blow that the Warriors couldn't move on until they had pulled out all the stops to bid him bon voyage.
"It was a slow build to this night for everybody," Curry said. "It's such a different look for us. Klay is in a new uniform. I couldn't imagine [this game] going any other way. He played well. The crowd got an amazing show. It went down to the wire. You can't draw it up any better."

Stephen Curry celebrates after making a clutch three-pointer late in a comeback win over the Mavericks on Tuesday. (Jeff Chiu/AP)
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        ChatGPT is a poet. A new study shows people prefer its verses.
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        A new study finds that people prefer poems written by ChatGPT, a chatbot, over those written by human writers.
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ChatGPT is a poet. A new study shows people prefer its verses.
A new study finds that people prefer poems written by ChatGPT, a chatbot, over those written by human writers.
By Carolyn Y. Johnson | 2024-11-14

People preferred poems written by AI over versed penned by the likes of William Shakespeare and Emily Dickinson. (Dado Ruvic/Reuters)


The robots may take our jobs, but they'll never come for our sonnets. Right?
A new study in the journal Scientific Reports finds that non-expert readers can't reliably distinguish between poems penned by William Shakespeare, Emily Dickinson, T.S. Eliot or Sylvia Plath and ChatGPT-3.5 doing its best impression of each of them. More surprising, readers preferred the AI-generated poems -- and were more likely to guess those were written by humans than real works by famous poets.
"It is quite a weird phenomenon," said Edouard Machery, a philosopher at the University of Pittsburgh who carried out the study with Brian Porter, a former postdoctoral researcher.
Poetry may seem like an unimpeachable bastion of human creativity, an art governed by rhyme, meter and form that distills distinctly human experiences and feelings in a way no machine can elicit. "When you're in a state of perplexity, sadness, gloom, elation, you look for a poem to match what you are feeling," Helen Vendler, the late poetry critic, said.
Here, surely, the stunning verbal prowess of AI chatbots -- known as large language models -- will get tripped up on their lack of soul.
Alas.
Readers rated the AI-authored poems as more inspiring, meaningful, moving and profound than the human-authored ones.
Oh, how I revel in this world, this life that we are given,
This tapestry of experiences, that shapes us into living,
And though I may depart, my spirit will still sing,
The song of life eternal, that flows through everything.
That's ChatGPT writing in the style of Walt "I Sing the Body Electric" Whitman, not the Bard of Democracy himself.
Dorothea Lasky, the only living poet whose work was used in the study, said she wasn't worried about the robots taking over her job, though she reserved the right to change her mind in the future.
"Poetry will always be necessary," Lasky said. "If these people in the study read AI poems and liked that poem better than a human-generated poem, then that, to me, is beautiful. They had a good experience with a poem, and I don't care who wrote it. I feel there is room for all poets -- even robot poets."
Earlier versions of chatbots, from as recently as three years ago, haven't been such consistently convincing poets. Some studies found that AI-generated poems were indistinguishable or rated more highly than human-written poems when a person was involved, curating the selection and throwing out the duds.
In the new experiment, researchers asked ChatGPT to create five poems in the style of 10 different English language poets, all White. Then, they asked more than 1,600 people to read five real poems by one of the poets, alongside the five AI-generated poems. People were bad at predicting which poems were authored by AI and which were human, performing a touch worse than if they'd just flipped a coin to make the decision.
That adds to a growing list of cases where AI-generated content seems human. Humans mistake AI-generated paintings for human-created ones and rate AI-generated jokes as funny as human-generated ones, studies have found.
"Maybe it's an alarm bell for society. We don't have the ability to recognize AI-generated text, despite thinking we should be able to," said Porter, who is now a visiting fellow at Pittsburgh's Center for Philosophy of Science.
What the researchers didn't anticipate was that when they asked nearly 700 readers to rate qualities of the poems, such as atmosphere, profoundness and rhythm, they would prefer AI-authored poems. Non-experts found AI-generated poems "more human than human," the researchers wrote.
Of the top five poems most often judged to be written by a human, four were authored by AI. The other one was "Father Death Blues" by Allen Ginsberg. The five poems most often judged to be written by AI were all by human poets.
Porter and Machery theorized that AI-generated poetry was preferred by readers because it was simpler and more accessible. They posit that general readers may have misinterpreted the complexity of human written poems as garble generated by AI.
"The tendency of large language models [chatbots] to aggregate to an average takes away the quirkiness and weirdness and the unusual that is often the mark of outstanding poetry," Machery said.
The poem most often judged to be the product of AI was T.S. Eliot's "The Boston Evening Transcript," which satirizes the readers of a newspaper that ceased publishing more than 60 years ago. Readers had the option to write explanations of their decision-making, and one wrote in all caps: "IT DIDNT MAKE SENSE TO ME OR COME FROM SOMEONE THAT HAS FEELINGS."
Michele Elam, a professor of English and African-American Studies and a senior fellow at the Institute for Human Centered AI at Stanford University wrote that literature "does not aspire to a seamless user experience" in an essay titled "Poetry Will Not Optimize; or, What Is Literature to AI?"
She said in an interview that the ongoing problem of how to navigate issues of transparency about source material, copyright and compensation urgently need to be addressed.
But she highlighted a more fundamental concern about how AI may shape people's relationships with art.
"For me, one risk is not that AI generated poetry approaches or exceeds verisimilitude (it already does in most domains) but that we may lose track of how art is tethered to our lived and experiential realities," Elam wrote in an email.
"Literature, including poetry, is meaningful in part because it is a way of naming our realities, gives us vocabularies for describing our worlds. So if we only see highly curated images and language in our feeds, our socials, our culture for naming those it can limit our ways of understanding of our worlds, of remembering pasts, and imagining futures."
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E.U. fines Meta $840 million for 'abusive practices' on Facebook Marketplace 
European enforcers accused the tech giant of using its popular social network to unfairly advantage its classified-ads business.
By Cristiano Lima-Strong | 2024-11-14

Margrethe Vestager, the European Union's top antitrust enforcer, speaks at a news conference in March. (Virginia Mayo/AP)


The European Commission fined Meta $840 million Thursday over allegations that it unlawfully used its signature social media platform to power its classified-ads service, Facebook Marketplace.
The executive body of the 27-nation European Union found that Meta broke E.U. antitrust laws by closely linking Facebook with its classified-ads business, giving it a "distribution advantage which competitors cannot match." In addition, the European Commission accused the tech giant, which also owns Instagram and WhatsApp, of "imposing unfair trading conditions" on third parties that seek to advertise on its platforms, allowing it to channel data from those ads to boost Marketplace.
The E.U. said the conduct amounted to "abusive practices" that gave the company an unfair leg up.
Meta has been ordered to immediately halt its illegal conduct, Margrethe Vestager, the European Commission's antitrust chief, said in a statement.
Meta said it would appeal the decision.
"This decision ignores the realities of the thriving European market for online classified listing services and shields large incumbent companies from a new entrant, Facebook Marketplace, that meets consumer demand in innovative and convenient new ways," the company said in a blog post.
The European Commission, which serves as the bloc's top antitrust enforcer, launched an investigation in 2021 into whether the tech giant was violating regional competition rules, specifically looking at the role Marketplace played in maintaining its dominance. Reuters reported in July that Meta was expected to be fined as a result of the probe.
Last year, Meta agreed to limit what data from its other business it uses to fuel Facebook Marketplace to settle similar complaints from Britain's competition authority.
European enforcers in July separately accused Meta of violating their sweeping new competition rule book, the Digital Markets Act, by forcing users across its platforms to decide whether to pay to skip ads. The regulations, which took effect in March, represent the most significant global attempt to place new guardrails on competitive abuses in the tech sector.
Meta announced this week that it plans to reduce the subscription cost it would charge for users not to see ads in the E.U., and that those who choose to use its site without paying would see fewer personalized ads. "However, we remain committed to personalized advertising, which will always be the cornerstone of a free and inclusive internet," the company said.
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How to get started on Bluesky, the app some X users are defecting to
After X owner Elon Musk helped Donald Trump successfully run for office, some X users are jumping ship for the decentralized Twitter clone Bluesky.
By Tatum Hunter | 2024-11-14

The logo of the social media platform Bluesky. (Ian Langsdon/AFP/Getty Images)


After X owner Elon Musk helped President-elect Donald Trump successfully run for the nation's highest office, some users on the social media site are jumping ship for other options.
A collection of X users -- in some cases, high-profile accounts including TV anchor Don Lemon and LGBTQ activist Alejandra Caraballo -- posted their intentions after the election to switch to Bluesky, a Twitter-esque app launched by Twitter founder Jack Dorsey in 2019. Bluesky has a small base of users compared with major social media platforms, but it gives people more control over what they see. On Bluesky, people can build their own algorithms and share them with others, rather than everyone relying on one top-down algorithm that changes at the whims of company leaders.
This isn't the first time X users have defected. After Musk acquired the platform in 2022 and changed the app's features and algorithm, some migrated to Bluesky, the open-source platform Mastodon or Meta's Threads in protest. Amid the upheaval over Musk-era changes, X usage dropped by as much as 30 percent, some firms estimate. The app ranks 11th among the 12 most popular social media apps, according to 2024 data from Pew Research, behind Reddit and above photo app BeReal.
Bluesky, meanwhile, has seen a spike of search interest in the United States during the past week as some voters reckon with Musk's involvement in the Trump campaign and his official role in the president-elect's upcoming administration. It has also gained 1 million followers since the election, according to a report from the Associated Press. The app, which started as a bastion for the techy, could be a good place to share your musings if you're leaving X -- for real this time.
Bluesky was the brainchild of Dorsey and others who were interested in building a more open social network where users could control their experiences. It separated from Twitter in 2022, and its current chief executive is software developer Jay Graber.
Unlike X, where a single company owns the software, content and community, people on Bluesky can run the app on their own servers (that's why it's called "decentralized") and build custom algorithms to surface posts they want to see.
The tech-savvy can set up their own themed "feeds," such as the app's "Science" feed that shows posts from science researchers, teachers and artists. But anyone can add feeds to a personal collection and toggle between different algorithms and communities.
Bluesky doesn't bill itself as a digital town square like X or a clearinghouse for internet culture like TikTok. It's built a reputation for low-key discussions, tailored topics and small communities.
If you're looking to reach the masses or build a monetizable following, this might not be the digital home for you. But if you're interested in a social media experience without ads or opaque algorithms, it'll be a better fit than X, which has been prioritizing right-leaning accounts, or Threads, where a confusing feed often surfaces outdated posts.
Download the Bluesky app from the Apple or Google app stores or visit bsky.app. You'll create a username and password and provide your email address and birthday.
Once you're set up, you'll notice the app looks a lot like X. You can use the "discover" feed to browse posts from strangers or the "following" feed to see content from your friends.
Head over to the feeds tab and add a few you think are interesting. You can also use the search bar to hunt for specific feeds, like "Dungeons & Dragons" or "U.S. Politics." Or, check out one of the app's many "starter packs" that help you follow experts that post about a given topic.
Sort of. There are tools such as the Chrome extension Sky Follower Bridge that help you discover your existing friends or followers on Bluesky. It will even automatically follow them.
To use it, add Sky Follower Bridge to Google's search engine Chrome. To do so, go to this page and click "add to Chrome." Then go to X.com and open up your follower or following lists.
Next, navigate to the toolbar to the right of the URL bar and click on the puzzle piece icon to see your extensions. Choose Sky Follower Bridge and type in your Bluesky username and password. (Note that you'll need to add the server name as well, like [username]. bsky.[server], or in my case, tatumhunter.bsky.social.)
The tool should start searching through your X list automatically, which you'll see in a pop-up window. Give it about five minutes, then click on "view results," then "follow all." Those people will see that you followed them and can add you back.
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Silicon Valley eyes a windfall from Trump's plans to gut regulation
Some tech start-ups and investors anticipate a golden era when Donald Trump returns to office, thanks to government contracts and deregulation.
By Gerrit De Vynck, Nitasha Tiku | 2024-11-14

SpaceX's Starship spacecraft launches in Texas last year. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post)


SAN FRANCISCO -- Prominent venture capitalists and start-up founders see Donald Trump's victory as heralding a golden age for innovation -- anticipating a major boost to tech businesses from lucrative government contracts and the rollback of regulations they consider onerous.
The tech industry's potentially unbridled future under the second Trump administration energized some Republican donors at a Las Vegas conference this week hosted by the Rockbridge Network, a conservative political advocacy group co-founded by Trump's vice president and former venture capitalist, JD Vance, according to a person familiar with the meeting.
Those discussions took place behind closed doors but some tech investors, founders and executives are celebrating publicly.
"The regulatory cutbacks are going to be profound," Cathie Wood, the CEO of investment firm Ark Invest, a major shareholder in Elon Musk's electric vehicle company Tesla, said in a YouTube video Saturday. She predicted "explosive GDP growth" and said Trump policies favorable to cryptocurrency would unlock a wave of internet innovation.
The Rockbridge meeting in Las Vegas this week was attended by prominent venture investor and Trump supporter Marc Andreessen, as well as Trump's pick for White House chief of staff, Susie Wiles. Tech industry insiders were in high spirits, according to the person familiar with the meeting, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to share private discussions.
"These people are just so hyped up by the fact that they're going to be able to do a lot of things and move a lot faster -- definitely around AI and energy," the person said.
Trump is considering pro-crypto figures for key financial agencies and has said he will rescind nascent rules on AI enacted by President Joe Biden. Such changes will leave start-ups and investors an open playing field to "let us nerd out and develop our business," the person said.
Silicon Valley's most influential start-up incubator, Y Combinator, encouraged company founders Monday to pitch "notoriously hard" ideas, listing areas of business that mostly depend on cooperation or support from government or regulators. They include selling software to federal agencies and police departments, developing financial tech products for regulated sectors like insurance or investment banking, and bringing manufacturing back to the United States.
"Everything is on the table!" one of the firm's partners said in a YouTube video.
The wide-ranging optimism suggests that many in Silicon Valley are confident that changes made under Trump's administration will favor venture-backed tech start-ups -- despite the president-elect's unclear policies on tech and his populist rhetoric.
Tech industry hopes for Trump's return to the White House are coalescing around a slogan: "It's time to build."
The phrase was first popularized in 2020 by Andreessen, whose venture firm Andreessen Horowitz backed Musk's bid to buy Twitter. He was among the most prominent tech leaders to endorse Trump after the failed assassination attempt on the Republican nominee in July.
Andreessen initially adopted his motto to describe the need for ambitious investments in infrastructure and science during the coronavirus pandemic. He and others in the tech industry now suggest that the radical government shake-up Trump and his close adviser Musk have promised will enable the tech industry to realize that vision.
"I think the winners are going to be ... a lot of these new start-ups that are springing up," Palmer Luckey, the founder of defense tech company Anduril Industries and a longtime Trump supporter, said on Bloomberg Television last week.
Luckey said he is in touch with members of Trump's transition team and thinks the president-elect is eager to make defense spending more efficient, which would benefit upstarts more than established contractors.
On Tuesday night, Trump announced that Musk, who donated at least $118 million to support his campaign, and former Republican presidential candidate Vivek Ramaswamy would run a vaguely defined body called the "Department of Government Efficiency." Despite that name, it would be established outside of government.
The group would work with the White House and the Office of Management and Budget to bring about "drastic change," a statement from Trump said, cutting regulations, government spending and the federal payroll. His aides are exploring strategies to implement its recommendations with or without congressional approval.
The U.S. government has passed relatively little technology regulation in the past 10 years. Tech leaders have nonetheless pushed back on stepped-up antitrust enforcement and proposals to regulate AI.
Federal investigations and lawsuits have alleged anticompetitive behavior or challenged mergers by tech companies including Amazon, Apple and Google. Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.
Major acquisitions did take place during Biden's term, but tech executives have complained in particular about Federal Trade Commission chief Lina Khan's scrutiny of their industry, which held up some deals.
Selling start-ups to Big Tech companies is a major way for venture capitalists to get a return on their investments.
"She will be fired soon," Musk said in a post on X referring to Khan the week before the election.
Despite the excitement among some tech leaders, others in Silicon Valley are concerned.
The majority of voters in the San Francisco Bay Area, one of the most deeply Democratic areas in a reliably blue state, voted for Vice President Kamala Harris. Trump and his supporters' views on immigration and diversity engendered protest from some tech workers and executives, many of whom are immigrants, during his first term. Workers in the industry have been more muted in response to Trump's latest win.
Some of the loudest enthusiasm for Trump in Silicon Valley comes from a small but increasingly influential part of the industry that focuses on "hard tech."
The term generally refers to areas such as self-driving cars, satellites and military technology that require physical as well as digital innovation. That ethos is celebrated at events like July's Reindustrialize Summit in Detroit, aimed at improving ties between the tech, manufacturing, military, and financial sectors.
Progress on hard-tech ventures can require long-term funding such as that provided by government grants or contracts and on winning the approval of federal regulators.
Musk's SpaceX has received massive government contracts by beating out older competitors, providing a blueprint that many hard-tech entrepreneurs seek to follow in areas such as military or border surveillance technology -- both were listed as government investment priorities in the 2024 Republican Party platform.
Leaders of military tech start-ups often complain that government rules on defense procurement are too complex, disadvantaging their companies. Restrictions initially designed to prevent corruption have become "illogical and wild," Ben Horowitz, Andreessen's investment partner said on a podcast the firm released Tuesday about the tech investing landscape after Trump's win.
The defense technology sector relies on its products being incorporated into U.S. military strategies, such as for resisting China's growing power in the Pacific with air and sea drones. Trump has spoken skeptically of defense pacts with allies that he says take advantage of the United States, but he named China hawks this week as picks for foreign policy roles who are likely to advocate for continued military spending.
Luckey, the Anduril co-founder, said last week that he expected procurement strategy to become more favorable to defense start-ups like his own. "We did well under Trump in his first administration, and we did even better under Biden and his administration," he told Bloomberg. "I think we're going to do even better now."
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Trump set to deepen tech Cold War with China
The containment policy set in the first Trump administration and continued under President Biden will get a harder edge, former officials say.
By Eva Dou | 2024-11-14

President Donald Trump attends a bilateral meeting with Chinese President Xi Jinping during the G-20 leaders summit in Osaka, Japan, in 2019. (Kevin Lamarque/Reuters)


Donald Trump launched a technological war against China in his first presidency. His next administration faces a much harder task: finishing it.
Former officials say the incoming administration is expected to expand and deepen measures to hobble China's technological development, using tariffs as a bulwark and export controls as a slashing blade. They say Republican officials poised for senior positions will be less patient than their Biden administration counterparts in negotiating with China and will seek to move fast, even at the expense of breaking things.
"I think the Biden administration still sees China as an entity that can be negotiated with," said Nazak Nikakhtar, a former Trump Commerce Department assistant secretary for industry and analysis. As for Trump, she added, "He knows what he wants as the outcome, and he's not willing to compromise."
In the crosshairs are the critical technologies that underpin both nations' military strength and economic wealth, especially advanced artificial-intelligence algorithms and the precision-made chips that are their physical manifestation. Officials in Washington and Beijing believe this technological race may well determine which nation emerges as the world leader for the next generation.
Nikakhtar predicts the new administration will be disposed to introduce new rules to further restrict U.S. exports of advanced technologies to China, looking beyond AI chips toward other emerging technologies such as quantum computing, robotics and biotechnology. There's also likely to be a review to close "gaps" in earlier rules that allowed China to get around them, she said.
For consumers, that might mean wild swings in prices of technology products as Washington and Beijing wrestle for control of the supply chain and the global market. New tech industry jobs will be created across the United States, subsidized temporarily by taxpayer dollars, as policymakers cross their fingers that they will become self-sustaining.
While Trump's Cabinet is still being formed, it's already clear it will be weighted toward security hawks. Trump announced Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Florida) as his pick for secretary of state Wednesday and has asked Rep. Mike Waltz (R-Florida) to be the White House national security adviser; the two lawmakers have been leading critics of China in Congress. Robert E. Lighthizer, the architect of Trump's earlier trade war against China, is widely expected to return in a senior role. Rep. Elise Stefanik (R-New York), who has pushed for stricter technology controls against China, was announced Monday as Trump's pick for U.S. ambassador to the United Nations.

Rep. Elise Stefanik (R-New York), who has called for stricter technology controls against China, is President-elect Donald Trump's pick to be the next U.S. ambassador to the United Nations. (Allison Robbert for The Washington Post) 


On export controls -- a type of trade sanction that bans the sale of certain U.S. products to blacklisted companies and individuals abroad -- the Biden administration has hewed to a methodical approach it dubbed "Small Yard, High Fence," focused on controlling the choke point of advanced chips. Thomas Krueger, former director of strategic trade and nonproliferation on Trump's National Security Council, said he expects that a new Trump administration will probably expand these controls to other strategic technologies.
"There's going to be a very large lawn," Krueger said, "and an extraordinarily high fence."
For decades, the U.S. government supported China's economic integration with the West, believing it would nudge Beijing toward democracy. U.S. companies also made fortunes in the process. But under the first Trump administration, there was a dramatic reevaluation.
China was closing the gap with the United States in technological proficiency -- indeed, pulling ahead in a few fields -- but remained as far as ever from democracy. In 2018, China's strongman leader Xi Jinping removed the two-term presidential limit, allowing him to remain president for life. Xi also launched a harsh crackdown on ethnic minorities in China's far west that horrified many Western observers.
Christopher A. Ford, a State Department assistant secretary, began agitating within the Trump administration in 2018 to take a radically new approach: Stop viewing China's booming private tech sector as a business partner; see it instead as essentially an arm of Beijing's military that should be isolated. He said Xi was pursuing a strategy of "military-civil fusion," in which technology was meant to flow between the private sector and the People's Liberation Army.
"I don't know how now to have any real confidence that any sensitive technology transferred to anybody in China, however benign the initial recipient might be, wouldn't end up in the hands of the MSS [Ministry of State Security] or the PLA," Ford said.
Ford saw an opening to introduce controls in January 2019, when Trump's Justice Department announced indictments against Chinese tech champion Huawei Technologies related to its sales to Iran. His bureau suggested to Wilbur Ross's Commerce Department that Huawei be blacklisted from purchasing U.S. technologies. The Commerce Department agreed and then went a step further, putting Huawei's suppliers in third-party countries on notice that they would also be blacklisted if they did not stop doing business with Huawei.
The U.S. government stretching out such a long arm to tech companies around the world was "novel and new," Krueger said. "It was kind of shocking that the U.S. would have such extraterritorial control over all these chips."

A Huawei Technologies store in Chongqing, China. (Raul Ariano/Bloomberg/Getty Images) 


In China, government officials were alarmed. The global tech supply chain was sprawling, but U.S. companies still controlled key links. If Washington choked the right choke points, companies like Huawei -- which had surpassed its Western rivals to become the world's largest vendor of the specialized gear making up phone and internet networks -- could be strangled in a matter of months. Beijing began a concerted effort to build its own high-tech supply chain that did not depend on U.S. technology, even as it sought loopholes to the U.S. blockade.
President Joe Biden surprised many officials by not only retaining Trump's technological controls but doubling down on them. National security adviser Jake Sullivan announced in September 2022 that Washington was shifting from its longtime policy of maintaining a "relative" technological lead over rivals, to pursuing "as large of a lead as possible." It was confirmation that America had entered a new Cold War-esque era.
Gina Raimondo's Commerce Department has spent much of its tenure crafting incentives to revitalize the U.S. chip industry, while laying down new export controls designed to hobble China's AI sector.
That policy, said Gregory C. Allen, a former Pentagon AI official, "was not intended to slow the pace of China's technological growth and advancement, which has been U.S. policy for decades. This time the Biden administration was explicitly trying to regress China's state of technology."
The Biden administration is widely expected to adopt a final package of export controls against Chinese tech companies in the coming weeks, in its swan song on China policy. Officials within the administration have debated for months over just how much financial pain to accept for U.S. companies in order to squeeze China harder.
Trump is picking up the baton again at a critical juncture. Washington has been roiled in recent weeks by news that Huawei had found yet another workaround to the U.S. export controls, allowing it to continue producing advanced AI chips via an intermediary company. The apparent breach has renewed a debate over whether Washington should be moving faster, even if it means loss of business for Silicon Valley.
The Trump and Biden teams are aligned on the goal of securing America's technological lead, which requires both slowing down Beijing and speeding up U.S. companies. That suggests more continuity on China tech policy than in most other realms. "The difference will only be in some of the tactics," said Jimmy Goodrich, senior adviser to Rand for technology analysis.
The new Trump administration is expected to rely more on tariffs than subsidies in its effort to restore high-tech manufacturing. Nikakhtar said the tariffs are intended not only to restore the balance of trade in general, but to prevent China from flooding the market in key technological sectors including chips, fiber-optic cables, electronics and batteries. "China knows the sectors it's targeting for overcapacity have huge implications, huge nexus to military capabilities," she said.
Trump is also expected to reprise his combative approach to getting allies to join U.S. controls on China. Krueger said countries that balk may face punishment from a Trump presidency.
Trump's brash approach has its risks. He has pledged to tame consumer prices even as he imposes record tariffs; those aims could clash. He may alienate supporters if they find prices even higher at the grocery store.
Trump also inherits the $53 billion CHIPS for America program to reboot the domestic chipmaking industry, a high-stakes and unusual bipartisan federal experiment, with success far from assured. That means Trump may end up with either the credit or blame for the expensive program.

Semiconductor chips are manufactured at GlobalFoundries Fab 8 facility in Malta, New York. (Cindy Schultz for The Washington Post) 


While the program got started during Biden's term, with companies such as Intel breaking ground on construction sites, the new factories are scheduled to begin operation during Trump's tenure. It remains unclear how the new U.S. factories will remain profitable after initial subsidies dry up, with labor costs far lower in Asia.
Republicans, traditionally averse to federal subsidies, have disparaged the program. Trump criticized the chips subsidies as a "bad" deal on the Joe Rogan podcast in October. House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) recently said Republicans "probably" would try to repeal the legislation, then quickly revised that by saying they would try to "streamline" it.
But some of the public criticism might just be political theater. Ford, the former Trump State Department official, said his colleagues then were well aware that export controls were only half a solution, and that they had to solve the harder problem of accelerating domestic innovation.
Ford said he would remind Keith Krach, Trump's former undersecretary of state for economic growth, energy and the environment, that he was just buying them time with export controls.
"Hey, you're the 'run faster guy.' You're the ones who win the race," he recalled saying. "I'm just trying to slow down the other b------s. I'll get you as much time as I can, but it's finite, right? ... Godspeed!"
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Liberals are fleeing X again -- this time for Bluesky
An upstart social network attracts news junkies and politicos from larger rivals.
By Will Oremus | 2024-11-14

Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-New York) is one of a number of liberal figures posting on the social media platform Bluesky since Donald Trump won the election with the support of X owner Elon Musk. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Elon Musk's X drew more web traffic on the day Donald Trump won the presidential election than on any other day so far this year, the analytics firm Similarweb estimates. It also broke its 2024 record for users lost in a single day. 
With Musk taking on a central advisory role to Trump's administration after leveraging X and his personal fortune to boost Trump's campaign, U.S. liberals and others disenchanted with the site are once again scurrying to friendlier pastures. This time, though, the primary beneficiary may not be Meta's Threads, which is controlled by Musk's fellow billionaire Mark Zuckerberg and has acquired 275 million users in just over a year, many of them X refugees.
Instead, the upstart social network Bluesky is surging. It has more than doubled in size in the past three months. And in the eight days since the election, it has added more than 1.25 million users, bringing its total to more than 15 million as it topped Apple's App Store rankings on Wednesday. Of those, some 8.5 million have logged in within the past month, spokesperson Emily Liu said Wednesday.

Bluesky posts that it is the top free app in the Apple App Store. (Washington Post illustration; Monique Woo/The Washington Post via Bluesky)


That leaves Bluesky at least one order of magnitude short of X and Threads, each of which boast hundreds of millions of users. In a post on Wednesday, X chief executive Linda Yaccarino said, "X usage is at an all-time high and continues to surge," adding that users "of every interest, political party and point of view" would always have a place there. 
Meta, which launched Threads in July 2023 as an offshoot of Instagram to capitalize on X's stumbles under Musk, did not respond to a request for comment Wednesday.
The public embrace of Bluesky in recent days by a slew of influential political and media figures has given the site a shot in the arm and promoted it as a contender to become the left's answer to Musk's increasingly rightward-tilting X -- a mantle Threads has resisted by downplaying hard news and political content. Zuckerberg's recent overtures toward Trump have also dampened its appeal among some liberals.
The luminaries leaning into Bluesky include Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-New York), who resumed posting there Monday after more than a year of inactivity; former CNN anchor Don Lemon, who announced on Wednesday that he was leaving X and joining Bluesky; and MSNBC host Chris Hayes, who touted Bluesky on his show Tuesday evening.
Reached via direct message on Bluesky, Ocasio-Cortez said she views the site as "far more independent from the large corporations and billionaires who are vying to own or manipulate every digital platform or algorithm they can get their hands on right now."
"It feels like it's a platform for and by real people," Ocasio-Cortez added. "The usability, community, and relative lack of harassment here allow me to be a lot more candid about my work and talk out events and decisions in real time with actual people."
Lemon, who is suing Elon Musk after a deal to post videos exclusively on X fell through, said in a goodbye video that he decided to leave X after reading The Washington Post's reporting on its upcoming terms of service changes, which include a clause that funnels lawsuits against the company to a conservative judicial district in Texas. 
The Guardian, the U.K.-based newspaper, also said Wednesday that it would no longer post on X, though it hasn't joined Bluesky.
Bluesky was originally backed by Twitter co-founder Jack Dorsey, who in 2019 announced his intention to fund a new, "decentralized" form of social media not controlled by any one company. He tapped technologist Jay Graber to lead the project, which launched as an invite-only app in February 2023 and opened to the public a year later.

Bluesky CEO Jay Graber. (Bluesky)


But as Bluesky grew, Dorsey got frustrated with its speech policies and left the company's board earlier this year. Liu, the Bluesky spokesperson, said Dorsey no longer owns any part of the company and has cut ties entirely, leaving the 33-year-old Graber and other Bluesky employees as the majority owners. The company raised $15 million from venture investors in October, making it a financial minnow compared with X and Meta in the pool of real-time, text-based social apps.
While estimates of app downloads and usage are imprecise, data from analytics companies suggest Bluesky's user base remains a niche for now, with X still the largest app in its category and Threads steadily gaining. But in the growth-driven world of social media, sudden shifts in momentum command attention.
Appfigures, which tracks mobile app downloads, estimates that Bluesky has been downloaded just 8 million times on Apple's and Google's app stores in 2024, compared with 105 million for X and 260 million for Threads, which Meta has promoted via Instagram. But Bluesky is growing much faster relative to its size, and its growth has accelerated since the election, while average daily downloads of Threads have slowed by 6 percent.
Similarweb estimates that X drew 46.5 million U.S. visitors to its website on Nov. 6, the day after the election -- 38 percent more than its recent daily average. But it also had 115,000 visits to a page that X users see when deactivating their accounts. That's the "single biggest day for account exits we've seen," Similarweb spokesperson David Carr said. Meanwhile, Bluesky saw a "big increase in web traffic" during and immediately after the election, at least temporarily surpassing that of Threads.
At first glance, Bluesky resembles Twitter from an earlier era, showing users a chronological feed of short posts from people they follow. But it offers some distinctive features.

The Washington Post's profile on Bluesky. 


Those include the ability for users to create and choose among different types of algorithmic or handcrafted feeds; build and share "starter packs" of users to follow on a given theme; and customize their content moderation settings. Perhaps more importantly for left-leaning or anti-Trump users fleeing X for friendlier turf, it has a freewheeling vibe that is distinctly liberal, including a vocal community of transgender users who have been known to gang up on users whose views they deem transphobic.
That has led some commentators to criticize Bluesky as an "echo chamber." Others contend it is more welcoming and humane than X, not only for transgender people but for women and people of color. ESPN football reporter Mina Kimes, who joined the site this week, expressed surprise and gratitude at the experience of "looking at the replies on an app and not seeing porn bots or people calling me DEI."
Threads, which avoids recommending accounts or posts that focus on political and social issues, has emerged since its July 2023 launch as X's largest competitor, attracting mainstream audiences with the promise of content from sports, entertainment and pop culture influencers. But it has also alienated some of the politicos and news junkies who made X a hub for online discourse and activism.
Threads' "lack of a clear identity and insistence on not promoting news and politics makes it difficult to follow events in real-time, which remains one of X's selling points," said Jasmine Enberg, vice president and principal analyst at eMarketer, a market research firm. She said that while both Threads and Bluesky may continue to gain ground on X, "keeping those apps safe and welcoming will be more difficult as they scale."
"More broadly, these shifts indicate a polarization of the social landscape," Enberg added. "Social media usage is already highly fragmented, and as more left-leaning users leave X, that will create deeper political divides between the platforms."
Neither Threads nor Bluesky has ads at this point, though tech blog the Information reported Wednesday that Meta is aiming to launch ads in Threads early next year. Bluesky, which has little revenue so far, has said it is exploring a subscription model for features like higher-quality video uploads or profile customizations but has no plans to sell ads or charge for its basic service. The company is structured as a public benefit corporation.
X, meanwhile, has seen advertisers flee since Musk bought it, though the Financial Times reported on Wednesday that some are eyeing a return as they court the favor of Musk and Trump.
Matt Navarra, a social media consultant, said he recently rejoined Bluesky after posting mainly on Threads in recent months. "There's more personality, there's more characters, there's a bit more fun to be had there," he said.
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FTC antitrust case against Meta can move to trial, court rules
The decision marks a victory for the agency and its Democratic chair, Lina Khan, after early legal setbacks.
By Cristiano Lima-Strong | 2024-11-13

Lina Khan, chair of the Federal Trade Commission, testifies during a Senate hearing in April 2021. (Graeme Jennings/Pool/Reuters)


A federal judge ruled Wednesday that a Federal Trade Commission lawsuit accusing Facebook owner Meta of holding an illegal monopoly over social media can proceed to trial, handing the agency a victory after previous setbacks in making its case in court.
The FTC first launched the complaint in December 2o20, near the end of the first Trump administration. The suit was initially dismissed the following year after a federal court found that the agency had failed to make its case that the company held a dominant position in social networking. The suit seeks to break up the giant, which also owns the photo-sharing app Instagram and the messaging platform WhatsApp.
The FTC refiled an amended version of the lawsuit later that in 2021 under its Democratic chair, Lina Khan, an appointee of President Joe Biden and an outspoken critic of the tech giants. Regulators argued then that the court should reconsider the case on the basis that Meta plays a singular role in social media and could not be fairly said to be competing in the same field as apps such as TikTok and Twitter.
The renewed case has been widely viewed as a test of Khan's aggressive enforcement efforts against the tech sector, which have come under fire from tech industry and business leaders but have been hailed by liberal Democrats and some conservatives, including Vice President-elect JD Vance.
In 2022, U.S. District Judge James E. Boasberg sided against a motion by Meta to have the revamped lawsuit dismissed, finding that the agency offered "more robust and detailed" evidence to suggest that the company, which changed its name from Facebook to Meta, has an alleged monopoly.
In April, Meta launched a last-ditch effort to avert a full trial, asking the court to issue a summary judgment in the case. Boasberg largely rejected that maneuver Wednesday, meaning that the tech giant will have to stand trial over the allegations.
In an opinion detailing his decision, Boasberg quipped that while Facebook once so dominated its competitors that it was the focus of the 2010 film "The Social Network," the platform now "argues that the market with which it was once nearly synonymous does not even exist."
"How times have changed," he wrote.
"While the parties' legal jousting is both impressive and comprehensive, it leaves no clear victor," Boasberg concluded. "This case must go to trial."
FTC spokesman Douglas Farrar said in a statement that the case "represents a bipartisan effort to curtail Meta's monopoly power and restore competition to ensure freedom and innovation in the social media ecosystem."
"We are confident that the evidence at trial will show that the acquisitions of Instagram and WhatsApp have been good for competition and consumers," Meta spokesman Chris Sgro said in a statement.
The years-long case is expected to drag into President-elect Donald Trump's upcoming second term, which could offer an early look into how forcefully his administration will go after tech companies on competition matters.
During the campaign, Trump assailed Meta chief Mark Zuckerberg over claims that he has sought to influence U.S. politics, suggesting that he could face jail time if he continues to do so.
But Trump dialed back his criticisms after Zuckerberg made a public pledge to remain "neutral" in the U.S. presidential race.
The FTC has separately scrutinized the company's privacy practices, striking a record-breaking $5 billion settlement with the tech giant in 2019 over allegations that it mishandled users' personal information. Under Khan, the agency has pushed to expand the terms of that agreement to prohibit the company from monetizing data from minors.
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Trump pledged to gut Biden's AI rules, as OpenAI eyes landmark infusion 
OpenAI's policy proposal warns that if the United States will lose its technological edge to China without investing in artificial intelligence, potentially aligning with Trump.
By Pranshu Verma, Gerrit De Vynck | 2024-11-13

OpenAI CEO Sam Altman on Capitol Hill in September 2023. (Elizabeth Frantz for The Washington Post)


OpenAI outlined a proposal on Wednesday calling on the United States to support the artificial intelligence industry with a landmark infusion of funding and resources, previewing a potential lobbying and policy battle emerging for the incoming Trump administration.
The proposal, presented by OpenAI's head of global affairs, Chris Lehane, at a think tank event in Washington, calls for special economic zones with fewer regulations to incentivize new AI projects, a fleet of small nuclear reactors to power data centers aided by the U.S. Navy and a "North American Compact" allowing U.S. allies to collaborate to bolster the field, according to a document provided by OpenAI.
The proposal comes as President-elect Donald Trump has announced plans to repeal President Joe Biden's AI executive order, arguing it "hinders" innovation. Yet Trump has emphasized some of the same issues raised in the proposal, including the increased need for power for the U.S. to lead on advanced AI technology, signaling potential common ground. Trump allies earlier this year drafted a plan to cut tech regulations and invest in military tech.
Without government investment, the United States will lose its technological edge over China and other competitors, OpenAI leaders warn in the document.
"Given the stakes, we need to think big, act big, and build big," the OpenAI proposal reads. "These decisions determine whether a nation leads or lags in technological innovation, often with far-reaching consequences for economic competitiveness and national security."
OpenAI spokeswoman Liz Bourgeois declined to comment beyond the proposal.
The policy recommendations signal an escalation of OpenAI's relationship with the U.S. government, pushing the federal branch to invest in, subsidize and boost the AI industry. OpenAI CEO Sam Altman has lobbied governments in the United States and the Middle East to support a plan to raise billions of dollars to build an infrastructure company that would build new chips.
"I think what you will see is ... this focus on the importance of American leadership in AI innovation," said Jennifer Huddleston, a senior fellow in technology policy at the Cato Institute. "That's certainly something that we can expect to continue, and aligns with some of the rhetoric we've seen from the Trump White House."
AI and Big Tech executives have said the race for better AI is essential to America's future and have warned that if the United States does not maintain its technological edge, then China will use AI to constrain American military and commercial power. Politicians have emphasized that the push for the government to boost the AI industry has bipartisan backing.
China's high-tech ambitions began raising alarms in Washington in 2015, when Chinese leader Xi Jinping's Made in China 2025 plan disclosed the nation's aim to rival the United States in key technological fields. In 2017, soon after Trump began his first presidency, Beijing policymakers added a target to become the world's leader in AI by 2030.
While the United States is still well ahead in artificial intelligence, China has narrowed the gap and has certain advantages such as lower labor costs for time-consuming tasks such as training AI models, an asset that worries U.S. officials.
Biden tried to boost the U.S. tech industry while slowing down China's AI progress with billions of dollars of investments in new computer chip factories and restrictions on exporting high-end AI tech to China. Trump has already signaled an aggressive military approach to China, with the appointments of fierce China hawks such as Rep. Michael Waltz (R-Florida) and Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Florida) to important foreign policy positions.
Training and running AI software is extremely expensive and energy-intensive. Companies need to buy thousands of state-of-the-art computer chips and run computations through them constantly, using electricity to run them at full speed and water to keep them cool. Google, Microsoft and Facebook have spent tens of billions of dollars this year building new data centers and filling them with computer chips.
Despite Big Tech companies' pledges to lower their carbon emissions, many have ramped up their energy use as they build data centers to train new AI models and run AI applications for their customers. The boom in new data centers for AI has, in some places, increased energy prices for everyday customers.
During the campaign, Trump met with supporters in Silicon Valley and said on the popular All-In tech podcast that he recognized how much the AI industry needed energy production.
"They need electricity at levels that nobody's ever experienced before to be successful, to be a leader in AI," Trump said. "The amount of electricity -- that needs double what we have right now and even triple what we have right now."
Some tech leaders have said improvements in AI software and computer chip efficiency will bring down the technology's soaring energy costs. But Altman has argued that a massive increase in computing power is necessary even with these improvements.
"The history of the U.S. is one of iconic infrastructure projects that moved the country forward: the auto industry, the Tennessee Valley Authority, the Manhattan Project, the interstate highway system," OpenAI said in the proposal.
The document suggests a "National Transmission Highway Act" that would invest in improvements to the electrical grid, high-speed internet and new energy sources for training AI. The proposal calls for the government to "unblock the planning, permitting and payment" for new projects.
OpenAI also called on the government to commit to buying energy from new electricity-generating projects to make them less risky for private companies to build; the government should also fund new jobs programs to train workers for data centers. A "North American Compact" for AI would create an economic bloc of countries in the Western Hemisphere that could allow money, people with expertise and crucial supplies to smoothly cross borders, giving the United States even more economic heft to win the AI arms race.
AI proponents often lament the United States' lagging approach to nuclear power generation, and some AI companies have struck deals to get shuttered nuclear plants back online or invested in start-ups trying to build cheaper, smaller reactors. The OpenAI proposal suggests tapping the U.S. Navy's expertise in running the small nuclear reactors that power some of its submarines and surface ships. A renaissance in nuclear technology will help drive reindustrialization in the United States, OpenAI said.
Eva Dou, Nitasha Tiku and Cat Zakrzewski contributed to this report.
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So you want to ride a self-driving taxi? How Waymo compares in our tests.
Robotaxi services are slowly expanding to new cities -- so we put one to the test.
By Chris Velazco, Andrea Jimenez, Danielle Abril | 2024-11-13

(Illustration by Elena Lacey/The Washington Post)


SAN FRANCISCO -- Seeing a fully autonomous car roam around can feel a little surreal, but riding in one is becoming a reality in some major U.S. cities.
For many Americans, the kerfuffle over robotaxi services can feel foreign, since many of them still aren't widely accessible. But companies like Waymo are bringing self-driving car rides into the mainstream, and locals and tourists have learned to embrace autonomous taxi services in cities such as San Francisco, Phoenix, and now Los Angeles, where they can create Waymo accounts and jump into autonomous Jaguars without lingering on waitlists.
The company, owned by Google parent Alphabet, said in late October that it provides more than 150,000 paid rides per week.
Meanwhile, Amazon's Zoox has begun to roll its purpose-built robotaxis onto the streets of San Francisco and the Las Vegas Strip, though only employees can ride in them for now. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.)
And Tesla CEO Elon Musk has outlined his plans to produce a lounge-like, self-driving "Cybercab," and said that Tesla employees were testing an autonomous ride-hailing service that can take them "anywhere in the Bay Area."
In other words, you'll sooner or later face the option of getting ferried across town in a self-driving car. Washington Post reporters crisscrossed San Francisco -- where robotaxis are widely available and are now part of everyday life here -- to see how Waymos stack up against traditional, human-centered ride-hailing services.
We compared prices, shared notes on ride quality and experience, and measured how long it took for drivers -- human or otherwise -- to get us where we needed to go. Here's how that experience stacked up.
Riding in a futuristic robocar sounds like it should cost a ton -- but it doesn't. On the whole, Waymo rides were competitive with the base fares offered by Uber and Lyft.
In fact, in our ride testing, we often found that Waymos were the ones we ultimately paid the least for. That's not very surprising, though: Waymo has no tipping mechanism since, after all, who exactly would you be thanking financially?
If you're a longtime Lyft or Uber rider, though, you may occasionally find promotions or credits applied that drive down the final cost of your ride. That's especially true if you're a subscriber to services such as Lyft Pink and Uber One, which -- in addition to ride discounts -- offer discounts on food deliveries.
As always, though, ride price fluctuates based on traffic and time of day, so no ride-hailing service has emerged as the definitively cheapest option. If ride cost ranks highly on your list of concerns, remember to shop around for the best fare.
Sketchy rides are -- unfortunately -- still common.
Waymo's lack of a driver erases some ride-hailing anxiety, such as potentially getting a creepy driver or a stranger knowing your home address (or the classic paranoia of thinking you're getting kidnapped when your driver accidentally takes a wrong turn.)
While Uber and Lyft drivers can be a gamble, ranging from overly cautious to reckless, you can count on Waymo to always follow the rules of the road by the book. In our tests, the Waymo patiently wove through San Francisco's narrow and busy streets, giving pedestrians and bicyclists the right of way and utilizing its software and sensors to detect obstacles ahead of time.
However, when met with unforeseen obstacles during our rides, the artificial intelligence sometimes lagged before figuring out its next move, making passengers nervous and other drivers angry.
All of our Waymo test rides got us to our destinations safely, but it's worth remembering that robotaxis can't always avoid accidents completely. One Waymo car struck a cyclist in San Francisco last February; a few months later, another one crashed into a telephone pole in Phoenix. And let's not forget that another high-profile robotaxi service -- Cruise -- was grounded after a grisly San Francisco accident of its own.
Even though you don't have to worry about surly drivers in a Waymo, these vehicles can draw some extra -- and at times, unwanted -- attention.
During a test ride through Golden Gate Park in San Francisco, a handful of cyclists decided to tease the car by weaving in and out of the lane in front of it, laughing the whole way. On another occasion, a Waymo pulling over to pick us up late at night drew a small crowd of onlookers streaming out of a nearby performance venue -- which made getting into the car a bit awkward.
We never felt unsafe in these situations, but they definitely made the ride (or part of it) surprisingly tense.
For chill, leisurely rides, Waymo is a great way to get around. But if you're in a hurry, human drivers are your best bet.
In our tests, rides with the robotaxi service almost always took the longest -- a possibility Waymo nods at on this support page, which mentions that pickups and travel ETA may be affected by the "extra time and care" these cars take. Unlike drivers who may bend the rules of the road if you're in a hurry, Waymo's programming doesn't allow any cut corners, following every sign and posted speed limit -- which might add extra time to your ride.
Human drivers, meanwhile, can be responsive to your needs in ways machines can't. There's no way to tell a Waymo, for example, that you really need to get to your destination by a specific time.
Humans also bring creativity and experience to bear on these situations -- when one of our Lyft drivers noticed that the route Lyft's app offered was slightly inefficient, he turned around and asked if he could take a faster, more direct path. You bet, we said.
Waymo's self-driving model is an introvert's dream: free of awkward, uncomfortable, sometimes even invasive small talk with a driver.
The experience of riding a Waymo was very consistent, in our tests. With no one behind the wheel of the company's self-driving Jaguars, you're free to focus on your phone or the people around you. And thanks to user-accessible touch screens, you're able to directly control cabin temperature and music. You will never have to remind someone to pop the trunk if needed, either -- if you open it to load something at the beginning of the ride, it'll automatically open once the ride ends.
While the lack of a human driver can be a boon to some people, it also means that other facets of the ride experience might not get as much attention. One of our Waymo rides, for instance, had dirty windows, dust and debris on the floor, and a smear or bird poop on the window. Waymo said that cars are cleaned every time they return to a depot, and it notes on a support page that especially messy customers may be charged cleaning fees.
Waymo cars are loaded with sensors and cameras to get a 360-degree view of the world around it. But there are cameras inside these cars, too, and they're always recording video -- which doesn't always feel great.
The company says they use these cameras to, among other things, check for lost items and to make sure people inside are following the service's rules. (Expect a call from Waymo's support staff, for example, if you try to squeeze more than four people into a car.)
There are microphones inside these cars too, though they remain off unless you contact support staff from inside one. (In other words, belting your favorite show tunes is on the table.)
It's not clear how long Waymo stores those in-car records, but the company says interior camera data isn't stored with the data collected by its outward-facing sensors, and is accessible only to "a limited number of employees who require access as part of their job duties."
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Location sharing is making us miserable. It's time to say 'no.'
Location sharing is eroding our trust and privacy. Is it too late to opt out?
By Tatum Hunter | 2024-11-13

(The Washington Post)


Saying "yes" to sharing your location with someone is as easy as tapping your phone screen. Saying "no," however, may save your relationship. Or even your personal safety.
Ashley Wragge, a 26-year-old in Washington state, had a friendship go bad after location sharing spiraled out of control, with both parties checking the other's location dozens of times a day.
"I had to tell her, 'No, I actually don't want to know where you are, and I don't want you to know where I am,'" Wragge said. "I want to go back to how we were before, where if you wanted to know where someone is, you have to actually ask them."
Location sharing is the privacy problem that crept into our lives when we were too busy to notice its costs. While we work multiple jobs, juggle family commitments and drive for hours every day, location sharing helps hold things together. People increasingly rely on apps like Find My Friends, Snapchat or Life360 to keep track of their inner circles -- or even acquaintances. What's the harm of a little surveillance among friends?
But you wouldn't hand over access to your text messages or Google search history. Location sharing puts the same sort of intimate information -- your daily movements -- on display.
Relationships turn sour, and so does location sharing. Domestic abusers use GPS tracking to control victims -- a problem Apple and other tech companies have been slow to address. Mundane location sharing can turn toxic, as well, in the hands of a demanding friend, over-involved parent or insecure partner, users say.
The pressure to participate in location sharing is straining our relationships and, at times, our mental health. It's awkward to decline when someone asks for your location. It's easy to overstep when you're watching someone's every move. And all the while, the nagging thought: Aren't I entitled to some privacy?
It's time to claw back our privacy in relationships by setting location-sharing limits or opting out.
Location sharing is so common, saying "no" can feel like an overreaction. Declining someone's location request feels like accusing them of being creepy -- or admitting you have something to hide.
When 25-year-old Aidan Walker showed up to a bar to hang out with a new friend from work, he was expecting beers and some light conversation. But a few minutes in, the friend reached for his phone: Could he have access, indefinitely, to Walker's location?
"He was like, 'Oh, it's nothing weird,'" Walker recalled. "'I just like to know where everyone is.'"
The man flipped open Apple's Find My Friends app to show a cluster of blue dots scattered around Northern Virginia where they lived -- Walker guessed more than 30 locations, all representing a friend or acquaintance.
Nervous to offend, Walker wasn't sure what to do. So he tapped "share indefinitely."
Location-sharing horror stories often start like that, said Kelli Owens, executive director of New York's Office for the Prevention of Domestic Violence. We grant location access figuring it's no big deal, but we can't predict how a friendship or relationship will pan out.
"Nobody enters into a relationship thinking that this is going to go bad or this person's going to use power and control over me," Owens said.
Location sharing and other tracking features are now a common denominator in many cases of domestic abuse, and advocates are still figuring out how to build effective safety plans when abusers have access to a victim's digital trail, she said.
Ideally, location sharing should be saved for relationships with a long, stable history, according to Owens. But sometimes even our closest connections overstep, and the etiquette on cutting off location access is unclear.
Nyiko Rikhotso, a 25-year-old teacher, always shared her location with her parents while she was away at college. But after graduating and coming home for the summer, Rikhotso realized she was in a bind. If her little blue dot was hovering at a known hangout, everything was fine. But the moment she traveled to an unfamiliar location, such as a new friend's house, she would get a phone call: Who was she with, and why?
This constant visibility made her uncomfortable, she said. But cutting off the location feature felt cruel -- maybe her parents were just trying to connect?
"It was an uncomfortable conversation," Rikhotso said. But she held her ground, and the three stood in the kitchen together as she tapped "stop sharing location."
Location sharing should be an ongoing negotiation, not a baked-in part of friendships or relationships, said sex educator Justine Ang Fonte.
Fonte, who shares "boundary scripts" on Instagram to help people navigate tricky conversations, said location sharing has become so expected that many people don't realize they are allowed to say "no" to these requests. Our moment-to-moment movements fall under the umbrella of "bodily autonomy," she said, and once we're adults, no one is entitled to our whereabouts.
A healthy location-sharing conversation would go like this, according to Fonte: One person asks for the other's location, explaining why they want it. Maybe they're concerned about safety, logistics or emotional security.
Then the invitee grants the location for a limited time or suggests an alternative that's less invasive. Here's the script Fonte suggested: "I love that you want to be involved in my life because it shows that you care. I think I can meet your needs in a way that also allows me my independence."
Maybe a regular check-in over text or a shared photo album would serve the same purpose, Fonte said. Consent isn't indefinite because relationships change with time, she added, so your approach to location sharing should reflect that.
Giving up our privacy in exchange for trust or convenience is part of modern life, from work to school to the airport security line, said Shoshana Zuboff, a Harvard Business School professor and author of "The Age of Surveillance Capitalism." But when we let a tool like Find My Friends start managing our relationships, we normalize that surveillance in our personal lives, too, she said.
"To be able to experience sanctuary, to have one's privacy even as one shares other things, these are the balances that create rich individuals and personalities, " Zuboff said.
Discussing which parts of our lives we're willing to share is part of real intimacy, Zuboff said, and she worries that by laying bare our every movement, we're eroding our ability to connect and communicate.
"By relying on this technology, we're hollowing out our families, our friendships and our romances," she said.
Saying "no" to location sharing, then, might be an act of love.
To review and change whom you're sharing your location with: On an iPhone, go to Settings -> Privacy and Security -> Safety Check -> Manage Sharing and Access. For Android users, go to myaccount.google.com -> Data & privacy -> Info you can share with others.
If you or someone you know is experiencing domestic abuse, visit the National Domestic Violence Hotline at thehotline.org or call 1-800-799-SAFE.
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Nation's first congestion pricing plan makes a comeback in New York City
New York announced that most cars will now have to pay to enter the city at peak hours, a hotly debated move intended to reduce traffic.
By Marie Sanford, Kelsey Ables | 2024-11-14

Cars pass under toll machines in Manhattan. (Charly Triballeau/AFP/Getty Images)


NEW YORK -- Plans to enact the nation's first congestion pricing program in New York City have been revived, New York Gov. Kathy Hochul (D) announced Thursday, five months after the initiative was abruptly paused amid pushback from drivers and a flurry of lawsuits. Speaking at a news briefing, Hochul said most vehicles will be required to pay $9 to enter Lower and Midtown Manhattan during peak hours, a decrease from the original plan, which would have charged $15. The toll policy aims to cut traffic, reduce air pollution and help fund improvements to the city's public transportation system. Here's what to know.
New York's most recent plan for congestion pricing was approved in 2019 and was expected to go into effect at the end of June, before Hochul put it on an indefinite pause.
At a news briefing Tuesday, Hochul said the decision to stop the program over the summer was a response to concerns about the financial burden from her constituents. "When inflation was escalating and New Yorkers were struggling," she said, "$15 was just too much." Some observers have suggested that the cost was reduced out of concern for Democrats' fates in the November elections, a theory she has rejected.
In May, Trump wrote on social media: "I can't believe that New York City is instituting Congestion Pricing, where everyone has to pay a fortune for the 'privilege' of coming into the City."
New York's initial plan sparked several lawsuits, including from groups representing drivers, who expressed concern that it would move pollution to other areas as people try to avoid tolls. The governor of neighboring New Jersey also filed a lawsuit last year alleging the toll violated the National Environmental Policy Act and calling for a more comprehensive look at the environmental impact.
John J. McCarthy, the Metropolitan Transportation Authority's external relations chief, told the Associated Press in response that its 4,000-page environmental assessment covered "every conceivable potential traffic, air quality, social and economic effect." The MTA says on its website that "gridlock is bad for the economy, environment, and quality of life" and that congestion pricing will make New York "a safer and more livable place."
The halt brought about legal action from environmental groups and activists on the other side of the issue, too. A lawsuit filed by the Riders Alliance, Sierra Club and New York City Environmental Justice Alliance alleged that "blocking congestion pricing goes against the rights to clean air and water promised in the New York State Constitution," according to the Sierra Club's magazine.
Activists have been urging New York to take up some type of congestion pricing for decades, and when Hochul paused the program, some experts expressed concern that if the city with the most extensive public transportation in the United States could not enact such a program, it would be even more difficult for other American cities to do so.
Congestion pricing has been successfully implemented in a handful of cities around the world, including London, Singapore and Stockholm. Research from places that have enacted such fees has found positive health benefits including "lower asthma hospitalization rates and decreases in air-pollution-related health outcomes and road traffic injuries," according to experts from Drexel University.
Several places in the United States, including San Diego, Denver and areas outside Washington, D.C., have used variable pricing on high-occupancy lanes. But New York would be the first U.S. city to charge all motorists for driving in its congested core, according to the Federal Highway Administration.
John Rennie Short, an urban policy expert at the University of Maryland at Baltimore County, wrote in the Conversation in April that he was "encouraged to see a major U.S. city finally test this approach."
"No one likes to pay for something that was previously free," he wrote. "But freedom for car users has imposed health and economic costs on millions of New Yorkers for many years."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-solutions/2024/11/14/congestion-pricing-new-york-hochul/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The Onion wins auction to take control of Alex Jones's Infowars
The sale to the satirical news site ends Jones's 25-year run controlling the conspiracy theorist website that peddled claims the Sandy Hook school shooting was a "hoax." 
By Kim Bellware | 2024-11-14




The fate of far-right website Infowars will be controlled by the Onion after the satirical news site emerged as the winning bidder of Wednesday's private auction of the media company founded by conspiracy theorist Alex Jones.
Infowars and its property are among the personal assets Jones was forced to sell in a court-ordered auction after a bankruptcy judge in June sought to compel Jones to pay the roughly $1.5 billion in damages he owes for claiming the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting was a hoax.
Families who filed the Connecticut-based defamation lawsuit against Jones agreed to accept a smaller payout to increase the overall value of the Onion's bid, which enabled its success, according to a statement Thursday from the families' lawyers.
The auction win gives the Onion control of Infowars' website, archive, mailing list and production equipment, among other assets, ending Jones's control of the media company after 25 years.
"We were told this outcome would be nearly impossible, but we are no strangers to impossible fights. The world needs to see that having a platform does not mean you are above accountability -- the dissolution of Alex Jones' assets and the death of Infowars is the justice we have long awaited and fought for," Sandy Hook parent Robbie Parker said in a statement. Parker's 6-year-old daughter, Emilie, was among the 20 children killed in the Sandy Hook shooting.
The Onion's takeover of Infowars comes with a multiyear agreement with the nonprofit group Everytown for Gun Safety, which will serve as the exclusive advertiser during the Onion-led relaunch of Infowars.
"The Onion is proud to acquire Infowars, and we look forward to continuing its storied tradition of scaring the site's users with lies until they fork over their cold, hard cash," Onion CEO Ben Collins said in a statement.
Jones railed against the news on an emergency broadcast of his show Thursday morning, blaming Democrats for his legal troubles and calling the sealed bidding process "rigged." Jones acknowledged he was aware that the Sandy Hook families' expressed goal was not to take his money, but to shut him down.
As Jones warned that his show could be shut down at any moment, he assured his audience that "there is a backup studio in the Alex Jones network."
The sum for the winning bid was not immediately disclosed. On his show Thursday, Jones said the court-appointed trustee overseeing the auction would only reveal that the winning bid was "competitive."

Conspiracy theorist Alex Jones. (Jim Bourg/Reuters)


Jones had openly pinned his hopes on various right-wing figures, such as Donald Trump ally Roger Stone, thwarting efforts by groups not aligned with Jones to acquire his company. Stone and the Onion had been floated as interested parties, along with the progressive media watchdog Media Matters for America.
"Getting under the hood of how they make these stories is tremendously valuable," said Media Matters President Angelo Carusone, whose organization has long monitored the spread of Infowars stories.
He said even Jones's detractors acknowledge the relevance and influence of Infowars' reach, noting that Stone on Wednesday afternoon used Jones's show to break the news that Trump had picked former Hawaii congresswoman Tulsi Gabbard as his director of national intelligence.
"We just got a lesson in the big asymmetry in the media landscape," Carusone added, referring to the outsize role that nontraditional media played in the presidential election. "How they measure relevance has to be updated."
The auction of Infowars closes part of a more than decade-long saga that began when Jones used the platform to spread lies about the 2012 shooting at Sandy Hook in Newtown, Connecticut, that killed 20 children and six adults.
Jones repeatedly called the shooting a "hoax" meant to give cover to a conspiracy to dismantle gun rights, and insisted grieving family members were "crisis actors." Sandy Hook families sued Jones for defamation in a pair of Texas- and Connecticut-based lawsuits.
Parents of the slain children testified at the 2022 defamation trial in Connecticut, including Jacqueline Barden, who said she and her husband received letters from people who said they had urinated on the grave of her 7-year-old son, Daniel, who was killed in the shooting. Another letter writer embracing Jones's hoax claims threatened to dig up Daniel's grave to prove he had never existed, according to Barden's testimony.
Chris Mattei, attorney for the Connecticut plaintiffs, hailed the auction outcome as a win for the Sandy Hook families in their fight to hold Jones accountable.
"After surviving unimaginable loss with courage and integrity, they rejected Jones' hollow offers for allegedly more money if they would only let him stay on the air because doing so would have put other families in harm's way," Mattei said in a statement.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2024/11/14/infowars-auction-alex-jones-sandy-hook-the-onion/
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Trust in science hasn't fully recovered from pandemic controversies
Despite a slight uptick in trust, scientists continue to face challenges in regaining public trust after the pandemic.
By Joel Achenbach | 2024-11-14

A young man waits in an empty patient waiting area after receiving a coronavirus vaccine at a vaccination site on June 2, 2021, during a time when the division in attitudes toward scientists grew rapidly. (Kim Raff for The Washington Post) 


The pandemic and the chaos and controversies that came with it led to an erosion of trust in scientists, and it may be a while before that trust returns to levels that preceded the contagion. That's the implication of a survey published Thursday by the nonpartisan Pew Research Center.
The organization asked adults in the United States if they have confidence in scientists to "act in the best interests of the public." The vast majority of people still do, saying they have "a great deal" or "a fair amount" of confidence.
But although the new numbers show a small uptick in trust in scientists over the past year, the public's confidence in that community remains significantly eroded.
When Pew conducted such a survey in January 2019, 86 percent of respondents said they had "a great deal" or "a fair amount" of confidence in scientists. That sentiment held steady at 87 percent in the April 2020 survey at the height of the initial wave of infections that struck the United States. But in a survey in November 2020 that figure began to show the erosion, and trust bottomed out at 73 percent in October 2023.
The latest result showed a small bump to 76 percent.
"We're calling it a slight uptick," said Alec Tyson, associate director at Pew Research Center and lead author of the report. "At least for now, it marks an end to the decline that we saw during the pandemic."
The survey captures a partisan divide over scientists and their role in crafting policy. Democrats have a higher level of trust in scientists than Republicans, and are significantly more positive than Republicans about scientists being engaged in policy discussions.
Americans give research scientists fairly high marks for intelligence and the ability to solve real-world problems. But only 65 percent view them as "honest," and 47 percent described them as feeling "superior to others." Slightly more than a third of respondents said scientists don't "pay attention to the moral values of society."
"My reading of that data is there's room for scientists to be seen as more connected to the everyday issues that people face in their own lives," Tyson said.
The survey comes at a moment of uncertainty for scientific organizations and government agencies as President-elect Trump assembles a new administration. In his first term, Trump's initial budget requests called for cuts in funding of some scientific research, but science has enjoyed bipartisan support in Congress.
The partisan divide in attitudes toward scientists grew rapidly between the April 2020 and December 2021 Pew surveys. Among Republicans and independents leaning Republican, confidence in scientists fell from 85 percent to 63 percent.
In that period and beyond, the pandemic generated a swarm of controversies that pivoted on scientific research but were also influenced by misinformation and political agendas. Social media provided a decentralized platform for robust and rancorous debates about school closures, social distancing, potential cures for covid, the utility of masks and the origin of the virus.
Scientists such as Anthony S. Fauci, the most prominent spokesperson for the scientific community during the pandemic, have been grilled by Republican lawmakers in contentious congressional hearings. Across the country, public health officials endured a ferocious backlash.
"What you had was a sustained attack on a sector of science," said Kathleen Hall Jamieson, director of the Annenberg Public Policy Center at the University of Pennsylvania.
In the latest survey, however, Republican trust in scientists increased 5 percent, noted Tyson. And he said Democrats have also experienced a shift in attitudes since 2021: They are much less likely to say they have a "great deal" of confidence in scientists.
Science is not the only enterprise facing an erosion of trust. Surveys have shown a significant decline in the percentage of Americans who trust the federal government, the Supreme Court, political parties, business leaders and the news media.
"Overall we're seeing decline in trust in institutions," Jamieson said. "Confidence in and trust in science remains high compared to those other institutions."
But scientists made mistakes, she added. For example, some oversold the ability of vaccines to prevent covid infections.
"People were told if you just took the vaccine, everything was going to be fine," she said.
Marcia McNutt, president of the National Academy of Sciences, recalls that in early 2020 a reporter asked her to forecast the impact of the spreading coronavirus. Her response: "This will be science's finest hour. Science is going to come up with a vaccine to save us all."
The vaccines did appear -- and yet trust in science went down.
"Every scientist I know would have loved to see a massive rebound" in trust in science, McNutt said, referring to the Pew results. "But this gives us an opportunity to reexamine what we need to do to restore trust in science."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/science/2024/11/14/pandemic-trust-in-science-eroded-pew/
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Dog left for dead on road; couple empty wedding fund to save her
 "She's very young and deserved a lot better than what she'd been through," Dylan McCay said.
By Cathy Free | 2024-11-14

Goldendoodle Acklin, temporarily named for the road where she was found, recovers from her injuries. (Mississippi State University )


Dylan McCay and Emily Roberts had been carefully setting aside money to pay for their wedding, which they hoped to have within the next year or so.
On a recent day after work, McCay was scrolling through Facebook when he saw a post about an injured puppy that had been hit by a car and left to die on the side of a country road in Conway, Arkansas.
The dog would need surgery costing more than $12,000. McCay and Roberts cleaned out thousands of dollars from their savings, and put the remainder on their credit card to foot the bill.
McCay heard about the injured dog from the private Bad Drivers of Conway AR group page. On Oct. 31, a UPS driver posted that he'd come across a dog in a desperate situation on his route but couldn't stop to help in the middle of his shift. The driver asked if somebody else could rush to Acklin Gap Road to take the dog to an animal hospital.
McCay, 22, had just gotten home from his customer service job that afternoon and said he knew there was no question he would help.
"I'd been planning to go get an oil change, but I thought, 'That's not going to happen -- this dog could die out there,'" he said.
He threw some towels and blankets into his car and drove about 20 minutes to the spot where the delivery driver had last seen the dog.
"There she was, off the side of a road in a driveway," McCay said. "It had been raining all day, and she was wet and shivering."
The dog was a goldendoodle puppy, and her back legs were covered in blood and appeared to be broken. She resembled the adopted dog the couple already had at home, a doodle named Noodle.
"She was trying to crawl toward me, and when I got close, she put her head in my lap," McCay said. "I knew she must be in pain, but she didn't even whimper."
McCay was thinking about how to safely get the dog into his car, when two other drivers pulled over to help.
"One of them went door to door to ask people if this was their dog, and the other looked on their phone for the closest animal hospital, then helped me get her in the back of my car," he said. "When [the dog] started coughing, I was worried she might have some internal bleeding."

Dylan McCay comforts Acklin before her surgery. (Emily Roberts)


McCay flipped on his hazard lights and drove about 10 miles to Greenbrier Animal Hospital, where a veterinary team treated the puppy's injuries and found that the femurs in both of her hind legs were fractured and that she had two bruised lungs. They were worried that one of her legs might have to be amputated, McCay said.
He called Roberts, and she hurried to the clinic to be with him. They soon learned that the dog's owner had been located and that she'd had the goldendoodle for only a couple of days.
"She was planning to rehome her, mainly because she decided she couldn't afford the cost of having the dog," said Roberts, 23. "The owner had put her in an outdoor pen that day, and she'd escaped."
She and McCay said they'd be happy to take the pup, and the owner agreed.

Emily Roberts says she and McCay didn't hesitate to pay to repair Acklin's broken femurs. (Dylan McCay)


"I could tell she was such a sweet girl," Roberts said.
"We learned she was about 8 to 10 months old," McCay added. "She's very young and deserved a lot better than what she'd been through."
He and Roberts decided to temporarily name the pup Acklin for the road where she was found. The veterinarian referred them to Mississippi State University's Animal Health Center, five hours away, because the dog needed a specialist to do the surgery.
Doctors in Mississippi told the couple that surgery to repair both of Acklin's legs would cost between $10,000 and $15,000.

Acklin spent five hours in the back of McCay's car while he drove her to get surgery. (Emily Roberts)


"We decided to scrape up all the money we had, and a big chunk of that was our wedding fund," said Roberts, who works in a renal pathology clinic near Little Rock.
She and McCay met in high school, she said, and they've been together for six years.
They emptied their wedding fund and racked up a few thousand dollars on their credit card to pay for the $12,000 hospital bill for Acklin, Roberts said.

Acklin does physical therapy as part of her recovery. (Mississippi State University )


Before the surgery, McCay had started a GoFundMe page, hoping that others might be willing to chip in for the cost of Acklin's treatment. Little Rock television station KATV helped put the word out, and donations soon began to pour in.
About $37,000 has been contributed so far -- more than enough to pay for the pup's medical expenses and ensure that McCay and Roberts are able to one day have the big wedding bash they'd dreamed about for years.
"It's been an emotional experience, not only to watch our sweet girl recovering, but to see all of the wonderful support we've been given," Roberts said. "One of the biggest takeaways for me is how many good people are out there."
On Friday, she and McCay plan to drive to Mississippi to pick up Acklin and bring her home, where she'll join Noodle and their two cats, Pepper and Bean.

McCay and Roberts with Noodle, the goldendoodle they adopted in 2022 who will be Acklin's new sibling. (Dylan McCay)


"We plan to give her a new name at some point, but Acklin might make a good middle name," McCay said.
Although their new family member has a long road of recovery ahead to gain back her strength and movement, he and Roberts said she is responding well to physical therapy.
"She's been taking some steps with assistance, and she still has that same sweet personality," he said. "We're going to help her get through whatever comes no matter how long it takes."

Acklin may have a long road of recovery, but she is responding well to physical therapy. (Mississippi State University )
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How The Post investigated police officers accused of sexually abusing kids
The Washington Post has spent more than a year examining police officers accused of sexually abusing kids. Here's how we reported the Abused by the Badge series.
By Jessica Contrera, John D. Harden, Jenn Abelson | 2024-11-14
Jessica Contrera was reporting on child sex trafficking in 2021 when she started to notice the headlines. They appeared in her inbox a few times a month, the product of Google alerts she had set to be notified of stories regarding kids, abuse and the criminal justice system. She was accustomed to seeing stories in which law enforcement officers were mentioned because they were investigating child sexual abuse.
But in these articles, the officers were the abusers.
"Former Lewisville police officer sentenced for sexually assaulting a child"
"Ex-Chicago cop sentenced to 25 years in sex trafficking of young girls"
"Sex abuse victim of former LVMPD officer: 'I was turned into a human pet'"
These headlines frequently called the officers "former." But they were "former" officers only because they'd resigned or been fired after being accused. Many of them had used their jobs to find their victims, who were almost always described as young, vulnerable teenage girls.
She had no idea then just how often this was happening. To find out, she teamed up with investigative reporter Jenn Abelson and data reporter John D. Harden.
The Washington Post has spent two years examining the cases of police officers accused of sexually abusing children. We discovered that, on average, a law enforcement officer has been charged with a crime involving child sexual abuse twice a week, every week, for 18 years.
But knowing that police officers are sexually abusing kids was just the first step. We wanted to understand how these crimes happen and who is being hurt by them; how officers are investigated and what consequences they face; what's being done to stop predators with badges; and, perhaps most importantly, what isn't.
This year, The Post is publishing stories about what we've found, including our data on officers' charges, convictions and sentences. We have introduced you to real kids targeted by officers, taken you inside investigations of attempted coverups and shown you what happens in courtrooms, where prosecutors and judges decide what abusive cops deserve.
Here, you can learn more about our methodology: where our information comes from, how we obtained it and what we're still hoping to learn.
We began our reporting with key questions: How often are cops being accused of crimes involving child sexual abuse? What kinds of consequences are they facing? Who are the victims?
One of the first conversations we had was with Bowling Green State University professor Philip Stinson, who manages the Henry A. Wallace Police Crime Database. This database is the nation's most comprehensive accounting of arrests of sworn local and state law enforcement officers. It tracks officers whose alleged crimes were discovered, who were arrested and whose charges appeared in news reports.
The Post has worked with Stinson on previous projects that examined police misconduct. For this series, he gave reporters access to the data to conduct an exclusive analysis of officers charged with crimes involving child sexual abuse.
Bowling Green has more than 250 data points describing the type and outcome of the criminal charges. Among those data points are whether the allegation was sexual in nature and whether the alleged victim was a minor, defined as under the age of 18. This allowed The Post to identify cases that met our criteria.
From 2005 through 2022, about 17,700 state and local officers were charged with crimes, including physical assault, drunken driving and drug offenses. The Post found that 1 in 10 of those officers were charged with a crime involving child sexual abuse.
Bowling Green delays entering some detailed information until the criminal cases have time to make their way through the legal system. To add more recent arrests to our data set, and to find other cases not yet in Bowling Green's data, Harden designed a scraper that used Google's search engine to find news reports mentioning police arrests and sex-related crimes. We also obtained several external data sources, including state-level police misconduct and decertification databases.
Next, Hayden Godfrey, a fellow with the Investigative Reporting Workshop, and a team of journalism master's students with the American University-Washington Post practicum program helped us vet each case to ensure it met our standards for inclusion.
Officers were counted in the data set if they worked full time, part time or in a reserve capacity for a state or local law enforcement department. They must have been employed as a sworn officer at the time of the crime or at the time they were arrested. Federal law enforcement, such as FBI officers and Border Patrol agents, are excluded from the total count to ensure consistency with Bowling Green's approach. We also excluded officers working for correctional facilities, in probation and parole jobs and those who do not have arresting powers.
Like Bowling Green, we coded cases as sex-related crimes based on details described in court records and media reports, not simply the statute with which the officer was charged. This is because prosecutors sometimes charge officers with nonsexual crimes even when the records indicate the alleged crime involved sex acts with a child. For example, The Post found cases in which cops were charged with child endangerment instead of child sexual abuse, or simple battery instead of sexual battery. Chloe Wentzlof, who worked as chief research assistant at Bowling Green's Police Integrity Research Group, reviewed our data entry to ensure consistent coding protocols, with help from assistant professor Eric Cooke.
Abelson, Contrera, Godfrey, Post FOIA Director Nate Jones, The Post's research team, practicum student Riley Ceder and the other American University contributors spent months obtaining thousands of arrest warrants, police reports, court dockets, conviction outcomes and sentencing transcripts to ensure the accuracy of our reporting.
Our analysis identified at least 1,800 officers who were charged with crimes involving child sexual abuse from 2005 through 2022. More than 200 of those officers worked primarily in elementary, middle and high schools.
Sex crimes, especially those involving children, are widely believed to be underreported. Children may be more afraid to come forward; courts may be more likely to seal records involving juveniles; and law enforcement agencies may not make information about the arrests public. Even when case information is available, the decline of local news organizations with resources to cover these arrests makes it easier for criminal charges against officers to escape public notice.
We followed the coding protocol established by Bowling Green, which organizes sex-related crimes into categories that include forcible and statutory rape, forcible sodomy, forcible fondling, sexual assault with an object, incest, online solicitation, indecent exposure, and production and possession of child sexual abuse material, among others.
For the purposes of our chart on the types of charges officers face, we streamlined the offenses into five categories. "Rape" includes charges such as forcible rape, statutory rape, forcible sodomy and sexual assault with an object. "Forcible fondling" includes offenses such as child molestation and indecent liberties. "Child sexual abuse material" includes the production, possession and distribution of images or videos of child sexual abuse. "Online solicitation" includes offenses such as enticement by an electronic communication device. All other charges are reflected as "Other."
The Post found the majority of arrested officers were charged with crimes involving the direct abuse of kids, including rape and forcible fondling.
Abusive officers were rarely related to the children they were accused of sexually assaulting, molesting and exploiting. And they most often targeted teenage girls. Court records and police reports show that officers commonly exploited children who were vulnerable in some way; they may have run away from home, been struggling at school or experienced a traumatic event. The race and ethnicity of children in these reported crimes was not documented in news stories, police reports and court records frequently enough for The Post to conduct a meaningful analysis of those data points.
For each case, we also learned about the officer accused. Our findings show that 99 percent of arrested officers were male. Two-thirds had worked in law enforcement for more than five years. For former officers identified in our stories, we worked to contact them and the lawyers who represented them in their criminal cases. You can read their comments, along with responses from their law enforcement agencies.
As part of our investigation, we wanted to understand the consequences for the officers charged with these crimes. However, Bowling Green's database did not include the outcomes in every officer's case. With the help of The Post's research team, we obtained hundreds of court records on convictions, plea deals, sentence lengths, among other data points.
Some cases were impossible to track because prosecutors struck deals that allowed officers to accept responsibility for their crimes without a conviction being placed on their record. Others were permitted to have their criminal records sealed after meeting certain conditions. We confirmed the outcomes of cases not already in Bowling Green's database through court records, prosecutors or clerks.
We limited our analysis to criminal cases from 2005 through 2020, before the pandemic caused delays and backlogs in the court. The Post determined the outcomes for about 1,500 officers during this time period, and found that at least 1,200 were convicted. Of those officers convicted, nearly 40 percent avoided prison sentences. Around half of those who were sentenced to time behind bars received five years or less.
Officers often did not serve their full sentences. Through public records requests to corrections departments across the country, as well as the Federal Bureau of Prisons, The Post determined that at least 330 of the officers in our analysis who had been sentenced to prison were no longer incarcerated. On average, they served roughly 63 percent of their sentences before being released.
It's our job as journalists to hold powerful people and institutions accountable. But to truly understand the harm caused by abusive officers, we knew where we needed to start: learning from real kids.
Contrera and Abelson began by writing letters to young people who had been exploited by law enforcement officers. We also reached out to family members, advocates, attorneys and others who helped kids after the abuse was discovered. We never wanted to make people feel pressured to talk with us. But we wanted to let them know that if they were interested in sharing their experiences, we would be grateful to listen.
Along with photojournalist Carolyn Van Houten, we spent two years traveling to big cities and small towns where officers had preyed upon children. Abelson and Contrera both have extensive experience interviewing children and adults who have been sexually abused. These are among the most delicate and challenging conversations a journalist can have. We worked to ensure our reporting was trauma-informed at every step.
Many of the young people we spoke with were still under 18 when we met them. In those cases, we sought permission from a parent or guardian. When possible, we interviewed family members, friends and other loved ones who witnessed the aftermath of these crimes.
As The Post would with anyone who is being identified as a victim of sexual abuse, we allowed each individual to choose how much personal information to share with readers, including whether they wanted to be identified by their full name, first name, middle name or in some cases, just an initial. A similar approach was taken with photos: some chose to show their faces while others preferred to be photographed in a way that partially or entirely concealed their identities. Reporters worked closely with each person to explain the different options and allowed them to make whatever choice was best for them.
With the help of Jones, we filed hundreds of public records requests with law enforcement agencies across America. We obtained employment applications, disciplinary files, investigative documents from criminal prosecutions, forensic interviews, body-camera footage, audio recordings, dozens of victim impact statements and thousands of texts, emails and social media messages.
For every story, we worked to interview the accused officers, members of law enforcement who investigated these crimes, prosecutors who took on these cases and judges who handed down sentences. We've also spoken with dozens of people with expertise in law enforcement and sexual abuse prevention to gain insight into systemic failures and best practices to keep them from happening again.
Officers' photos were obtained through the agencies they worked for, the agencies that arrested them, the jails or prisons they were incarcerated in and sex offender registries, among other sources. In cases highlighted in our series, we reached out to the accused officers or their attorneys, as well as the agency the officer worked for, to provide them with the opportunity to discuss the case and its consequences.
This investigative journalism would not be possible without subscribers. Subscribe here.
RAINN, an anti-sexual violence organization, operates a 24-hour National Sexual Assault Hotline by phone at 800-656-4673 and online at hotline.rainn.org.
The National Center for Missing and Exploited Children operates a 24-hour call center for reporting suspected child sexual exploitation by phone at 1-800-843-5678 and online at cybertipline.org.
These organizations work in partnership with local service providers as well as with law enforcement agencies across the country.
Do you have a story or tip to share with us?
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A school banned a disabled student's service dog. His parents are suing.
A Tennessee couple says the district is failing to accommodate their 9-year-old son's service dog, which helps detect his seizures.
By Jonathan Edwards | 2024-11-13

M.D., a 9-year-old boy with an intellectual disability, and his service dog, Herbie, in Germantown, Tennessee. (Doug and Sarah Dietz)


Doug and Sarah Dietz decided they needed to do something. They had watched their 8-year-old disabled son's seizures get so severe and so frequent that he had to be hospitalized.
Heeding their neurologist's advice, they spent $10,000 on a service dog that could detect changes in their son's body that would prompt the canine to alert adults about an impending seizure, whether at home or in his third-grade class. In March, they welcomed the yellow English lab, Herbie, into their Germantown, Tennessee, home. Herbie quickly bonded with their son.
Then in September, the principal of their son's elementary school told them that Herbie was a menace and was banned from campus. She said the dog distracted the class by weaving through people's legs and pacing around the room -- behavior the Dietzes say Herbie is trained to perform to indicate the possible onset of a seizure.
On Oct. 21, they pulled their son out of school, afraid that he wouldn't be safe without his service dog.
Doug and Sarah Dietz are suing the Germantown Municipal School District, accusing officials of violating the Americans With Disabilities Act and the Rehabilitation Act. In a 22-page complaint filed Friday in U.S. District Court for the Western District of Tennessee, they allege that district officials incorrectly labeled Herbie's actions as "misbehavior" while refusing the Dietzes' repeated offers to train teachers and staff about how to work with the dog to ensure their son's safety. They are asking the court to compel the school district to let the dog back on the Dogwood Elementary School campus.
"Our hope is that [our son] can go back with Herbie," Sarah Dietz, 45, said in an interview.
The family's attorney, Janet Goode, said in a statement that "disability discrimination has no place in our schools, and every student deserves a safe and supportive learning environment."
Kate Crowder, a spokeswoman for the school district, said federal law prohibits officials from talking about students' disabilities. But she said the district "strongly denies any allegation" that it is violating the ADA or the Rehabilitation Act.
"We remain dedicated to providing a supportive, inclusive environment for every student," Crowder said in an email to The Washington Post.

Herbie is trained to alert adults about a disabled person's impending seizures. (Doug and Sarah Dietz)


The ADA requires that state and local governments, businesses and nonprofit organizations that serve the public generally allow service animals to accompany people with disabilities in publicly accessible places. But that requirement is contingent on the service animal's behavior, said Lauren Dougall, CEO of Retrieving Independence, a Nashville-based nonprofit that breeds, trains and places service dogs with disabled people.
Barking at, lunging at or jumping on strangers in a public place or business "would certainly be grounds to remove any service animals," Dougall said.
But those in control of public or quasi-public places should work with the animals' handlers before doing so to see whether the misbehavior can be tamed, she added, or give the handlers a chance to educate a business owner or government official that a perceived misbehavior is actually what the animals are trained to do. 
"It has to be an interactive process between the two," Dougall said.
In their lawsuit, the Dietzes said their son, identified as "M.D.," has a rare chromosomal disorder that has caused dangerous epileptic seizures. In the past two years, those seizures have increased in frequency, duration and severity, the suit states. His teachers did not document many of the seizures, even though M.D., who turned 9 in September, often came home from school with wet clothes, indicating a loss of bladder control that is common during such episodes, according to the suit.
The Dietzes started to suspect that the teachers couldn't identify M.D.'s seizures, so they wouldn't know when to give him medication to help the episode subside and prevent possible brain damage, the suit states.
In August 2023, M.D.'s neurologist recommended a service dog, the Dietzes told The Post. Over the next seven months, the Dietzes found and worked with CARES, a nonprofit in Concordia, Kansas, that provides  service dogs for disabled people. In March, Sarah Dietz traveled to Kansas for a week-long training and brought Herbie back to Tennessee.
Herbie, who can detect changes in M.D.'s internal biochemistry that precede a seizure, communicates what's about to happen by pawing or placing his head on M.D.'s lap and licking M.D.'s hands or face. If M.D. does not respond to those alerts, Herbie seeks out someone else for help, nudging them with his nose and pacing back and forth. He escalates those behaviors when ignored, nudging more frequently or pacing faster. He also helps M.D. to the ground to prevent the boy from getting hurt if he falls during a seizure.
Within days, Herbie joined M.D. in the classroom. Given M.D.'s age and physical disabilities, the Dietzes came to school each day to take Herbie out to go to the bathroom. They also offered to train school employees on Herbie's commands. District officials declined those offers, the suit said.
Herbie accompanied M.D. to school for the final months of spring 2024, the suit states.
When M.D. and Herbie started the new school year in August, the Dietzes began to receive more descriptive notes about Herbie while still getting very little information about their son's seizures, according to the suit. Over the next five weeks, an unnamed district employee sent home weekly reports about Herbie's behavior, repeatedly documenting that the dog rarely stayed near M.D., always ran around, refused to obey commands and ate others' food. The Dietzes included copies of the reports in their lawsuit.
In one report, the employee said Herbie pounced at an adult entering the classroom. In another, the employee documented an instance in which Herbie pulled M.D. to the ground and, when the two were untangled from his leash, the dog ran to the trash can and started eating out of it.

The Dietzes decided to pull M.D. from his school after the district banned Herbie, his service dog. (Doug and Sarah Dietz)


Meanwhile, the reports also documented M.D.'s alleged misbehavior toward the dog. They repeatedly noted that M.D. was violent with the dog, hitting, kicking and throwing objects at him when asked to do something he didn't want to. The boy allegedly struggled to control the dog by grabbing the leash.
None of this jibed with what the Dietzes were seeing, they said in the interview. At home, Herbie performed as trained, according to their lawsuit. He stayed at M.D.'s side, refrained from eating human food even when their son dropped it on the ground and consistently let them know about his impending seizures. On a trip to Walt Disney World Resort, "Herbie behaved exactly as he is trained," the lawsuit states.
"Some of what they sent home was a 180-degree difference from the way he acts at home," Sarah Dietz said in the interview. "That's the most head-scratching part."
Confused, the Dietzes again offered to work with staff at Dogwood but were again rebuffed, the suit alleges.
"Instead, teachers and administration at Dogwood Elementary School complained that Herbie 'misbehaved' by weaving through people's legs and walking around the room," the suit alleges. "However, those are all forms of trained behavior to alert to seizure activity. Herbie is trained to continue to seek attention -- even through negative behaviors -- when his alerts to M.D.'s seizure activity do not receive a response," 
On Sept. 18, Dogwood Principal Jessica Woody convened a meeting with the Dietzes and informed them that Herbie was banned from school grounds, according to the suit. In a follow-up email, she said M.D. "is allowed to have a service animal per board policy. Herbie, however, is not invited back to Dogwood Elementary."
"It was hard to hear, especially when we're trying to do everything for our kid to keep him safe," Doug Dietz, 52, said.
Woody did not respond to multiple requests for comment.
Swapping out service dogs is not a reasonable suggestion, the Dietzes said. They have spent thousands of dollars and hundreds of hours to bring Herbie into their home so he can help their boy.
The Dietzes decided to pull M.D. and his fraternal twin, who also has an intellectual disability, from Dogwood. The move hit M.D. particularly hard, the Dietzes said. He enjoyed going to school and misses out on socializing with other students now that his parents are home-schooling him.
The Dietzes hope their lawsuit forces school officials to let Herbie back into the classroom.
He "loves to learn," his father said. "He loves to be around other kids."
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Russia pushes forward in Ukraine amid talk of negotiations
A buildup of Russian troops in Ukraine's southeast comes as uncertainty looms over how a Trump presidency will affect the war.
By Siobhan O'Grady, Serhii Korolchuk | 2024-11-14

Ukrainian firefighters respond to an artillery strike Sunday in Pokrovsk, Ukraine. (Diego Fedele/Getty Images)


KYIV -- As Russian forces continue their grinding advance toward the supply hub of Pokrovsk in eastern Ukraine, a new offensive appears to be nearly underway in the southeastern Zaporizhzhia region, Ukrainian troops said this week, in what would represent a major escalation along the 600-mile-long front.
A buildup of Russian troops in Ukraine's southeast comes as uncertainty looms over how a Trump presidency will affect the war and whether the two sides will be pushed to the negotiating table. President-elect Donald Trump has long claimed he will put a quick end to the war, and some in Ukraine fear that would involve Kyiv capitulating to Russia.
Trump spoke by phone with Russian President Vladimir Putin last week and urged him not to escalate the war, in a call the Kremlin denies took place. In the week since, however, Russian forces have redoubled their efforts on several fronts.
Buoyed by the arrival of North Korean troops, they have launched a major assault in recent days in Russia's Kursk region, where Ukrainian forces control territory they seized in an August cross-border offensive. They are also pushing to encircle the eastern town of Kurakhove, which could pave the way for an imminent assault on the rail hub of Pokrovsk -- long a Russian objective, and already under regular attack.
This week, they also launched a major attack on the northeastern city of Kupyansk, which Russia occupied in 2022 before it was retaken by Ukrainian troops. On Wednesday, Ukraine's General Staff reported that Russian assault troops, dressed in uniforms intended to resemble Ukraine's, attacked Ukrainian positions in the Kupyansk direction with tanks and other armored vehicles.
There was also a major missile strike on Kyiv this week, after months of assaults by cheaper -- and often less effective -- drones.
The renewed Russian push, even as Trump's win has spurred talk of a return to negotiations, has Ukrainian soldiers expecting little let up in the onslaught.
Roman, 22, a battalion commander in Ukraine's 31st Brigade stationed directly south of the city of Orikhiv in the Zaporizhzhia region, said Russia is launching an assault from so many directions because Putin knows negotiations could be coming and "he will have much more leverage having control over all this territory as a result."
Roman, who spoke on the condition he be identified only by his first name in keeping with military rules, has spent three months on the southeastern front, where he said Russia recently rotated out a highly trained air assault brigade and replaced it with a regular mechanized brigade.
The change has temporarily relieved some pressure on Ukrainian troops because the new brigade is equipped with fewer professional drone pilots and artillery pieces. But they know any reprieve is temporary: The rotation, Roman said, is likely to mean the Russian air assault troops -- who held their positions for more than a year without rest -- are taking a short break in the rear to reorganize and recruit before they deploy to attack weak spots on the front line.
Still, he said, the fight will not be easy for the Russians, who will face territory much more prepared for an advance than in the eastern region of Donetsk.
"There are significantly more fortifications in this area," Roman said. "The second line of defense is practically stretching along the entire front line, plus it's being built constantly."

Local women unload food products from a minivan into the last shop operating in Kurakhove, in Ukraine's Donetsk region, on Nov. 7. (Anton Shtuka/AP)


Yaroslav Galas, 52, a major in Ukraine's 128th Mountain Assault Brigade deployed to the Zaporizhzhia front, said that after a long period of trading off "micro-advances" -- in which the two sides would fight back and forth for control of a specific position -- awareness is spreading that Russia is now preparing a major attack.
"The main sign is the clear buildup of larger Russian forces in the area. Additional units are being deployed -- not just to the second or third lines but also to the front line," he said, referring to aerial surveillance that has collected information on the arrival of new troops. "Our infantry units observe all this and understand that the Russians are preparing for something significant."
The Russian troops sent to the Zaporizhzhia front appear "inexperienced and untested," Galas said. Despite constant drone surveillance, these new forces have tried to advance in wheeled vehicles in broad daylight, making it easier for Ukraine to target and destroy them.
Ukrainian troops are trying to use the time before any major assault to place more mines and build new fortifications, Galas said.
But the looming offensive has injected anxiety into the surrounding area. Russian drones recently began reaching villages near the front line where children were still living, Galas said, prompting many residents to leave amid fears over a Russian escalation.
Russian forces have occupied parts of Zaporizhzhia region since 2022, including the nuclear power plant that Ukraine warns poses a major threat under Russian control. For Putin, advancing toward the regional capital would put a major prize within reach -- and help in his bid to actually control a territory he declared part of Russia.
Lt. Serhiy Skibchyk, the head of communications for Ukraine's 65th Mechanized Brigade, which is stationed near the village of Robotyne in the Zaporizhzhia region, also said Russian forces have recently intensified their assaults.

A woman clears the rubble inside her room at a hostel for displaced people that was damaged by a Russian strike in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, on Monday. (Kateryna Klochko/AP)


Over the summer, Russians regularly dropped glide bombs and other explosives on fields to identify land mines and Ukrainian positions, and now the infantry assaults are ramping up.
Late last week, Skibchyk said, 15 Russian troops on motorcycles tried to breach his brigade's positions, but failed, and Ukrainian troops hunted them down in various hideouts throughout the day. This tactic has become common in the region, where Russia will launch simultaneous drone and infantry assaults to put pressure on Ukrainian troops.
Each day Russia loses between 10 and 20 soldiers launching these attacks. "We are doing everything possible to ensure that any potential enemy offensive in this sector is either thwarted entirely or ends in failure and high casualties," Skibchyk said.
Any new Russian casualties join those from the attempted Russian offensive last spring.
"Their remains," Skibchyk said, "still litter the fields and tree lines around Robotyne."
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Live Briefing: IDF strikes Beirut suburbs for third day; Gaza safe zone hit     
The Israel Defense Forces issued fresh evacuation alerts for Beirut's suburbs, warning it intends to strike Hezbollah targets around the Lebanese capital.
By Frances Vinall, Vivian Ho, Sammy Westfall, Hazem  Balousha, Hajar Harb, Heba Farouk Mahfouz , Claire Parker, Shira Rubin, Suzan Haidamous, John Hudson | 2024-11-14
Israeli forces launched airstrikes on the southern suburbs of Beirut on Thursday, according to Lebanese state media, marking the third consecutive day of such strikes. Around dawn, Israeli strikes targeted at least three areas in Beirut's suburbs, the state-run National News Agency reported -- with more hits reported later in the Ghobeiry neighborhood.
Avichay Adraee, the Israel Defense Forces' Arabic-language spokesman, issued new evacuation notices for the capital's southern suburbs, warning that Israeli forces intended to strike buildings in the area that he said were being used by Hezbollah.
In the southern Gaza Strip, Doctors Without Borders said an airstrike in Mawasi, an area that Israel has designated a humanitarian zone, caused a "huge" explosion that destroyed equipment at one of its evacuated clinics. A Palestinian Civil Defense spokesperson said the strike hit tents sheltering displaced people, injuring at least seven.
In a statement, the IDF said it issued advance warnings ahead of the strike and that its air force "struck and dismantled a loaded launcher located in the humanitarian area" that was aimed toward Israel.
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Argentina's president considers exiting Paris agreement with Trump
Right-wing President Javier Milei is considering withdrawing Argentina from the Paris climate agreement. Donald Trump has pledged to also remove the United States.
By David Feliba, Maxine Joselow, Samantha Schmidt, Chico Harlan | 2024-11-14

Argentine President Javier Milei speaks at the Conservative Political Action Conference in National Harbor, Maryland, in February. (Tom Brenner for the Washington Post)


BUENOS AIRES -- Argentine President Javier Milei is evaluating whether to withdraw his country from the Paris climate agreement as part of a broader review of all international policy, according to a senior official in his administration who spoke on the condition of anonymity because no final decision has been made.
The move follows the libertarian president's decision to recall his delegation from the U.N. climate talks in Baku, Azerbaijan. It could further strain global cooperation on climate change at a time when President-elect Donald Trump has pledged to yank America out of the pact for the second time. When the United States withdrew from the accord during Trump's first term, no other country followed.
If Milei were to decide to leave the agreement, the withdrawal would not take effect until one year after Argentina notified the international community, according to U.N. rules.
The decision to withdraw the delegation from the Baku climate talks "allows us to reevaluate the situation and reflect on the position [of Argentina]," Milei spokesman Manuel Adorni said in a news conference Thursday.
Argentina's foreign minister declined to comment.
The U.N. Climate Change Conference, known this year as COP29, represents the most significant opportunity for global climate action all year. It is the only time that diplomats from nearly 200 nations haggle over how to meet the central goal of the Paris agreement: limiting global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) above preindustrial levels, a threshold that would avoid catastrophic climate impacts.
In Baku on Thursday, one negotiator from Paraguay, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss another country's affairs, described Argentina's departure from the summit as sudden and a "weird situation." The negotiator said she received text messages from her Argentine counterparts that they were being called home.
Mukhtar Babayev, the president of COP29, declined to comment when approached following an event Thursday.
Trump shocked the world in June 2017 by announcing that the United States would become the first country to exit the Paris accord since its signing in 2015. He proclaimed at the time that he "was elected to represent the citizens of Pittsburgh, not Paris."
Milei, a libertarian economist embraced by far-right leaders around the globe, spoke on the phone with Trump on Tuesday. During the call, Trump told Milei, "You are my favorite president," according to Adorni, the Milei spokesman.
Last week, Milei congratulated Trump on his win in a post on X.
"Now, Make America Great Again," Milei said. "You know that You can count on Argentina to carry out your task."
The Argentine president is scheduled to travel this week to Trump's private Mar-a-Lago Club in Palm Beach, Florida, for a retreat with right-wing donors and activists. He is expected to meet there with Trump and billionaire tycoon Elon Musk.
Milei has previously called climate change a "socialist lie" and labeled climate scientists "lazy socialists." Soon after taking office, he dissolved the Environment Ministry as part of a promise to shrink the government. But he said his administration would still prioritize the environment and that the ministry's responsibilities would be spread across other departments.
At last year's global climate talks in Dubai, one of Milei's top climate diplomats said Argentina would remain in the Paris pact.
"Argentina will stay committed to the Paris agreement," diplomat Marcia Levaggi told Reuters. "We will honor all our environmental agreements. Milei is a liberal, he's a libertarian, and he believes in market forces. And the market demands to include measures to address climate change."
Argentina ranks as South America's second-largest economy and the world's 24th-largest emitter of greenhouse gases. It boasts significant fossil fuel resources and exports, with the second-largest reserves of shale gas and the fourth-largest reserves of shale oil worldwide, according to the International Energy Agency.
Climate activists expressed shock and dismay at the Argentine delegation's abrupt departure from COP29.
"All it does is remove the country from critical conversations going on climate finance," Anabella Rosemberg, an Argentine-born senior adviser at Climate Action Network International, said in a statement. "It's difficult to understand how a climate vulnerable country like Argentina would cut itself from critical support being negotiated here at COP29."
Argentina's departure from COP29 marks another blow to climate talks at a time of mistrust between wealthy and developing countries, and deepening uncertainty about which nations are fit to lead the global process. As the U.S. election has shown, liberal democracies can zigzag between climate policies in a way that can disrupt long-term commitments. China and the United Arab Emirates have presented themselves as more predictable alternatives -- but both depend heavily on fossil fuels.
While it is exceedingly unusual for a country to walk out of the talks midway, this year Papua New Guinea Prime Minister James Marape announced his country would not send a delegation, to protest how the "big carbon footprint holders of the world" don't fulfill their pledges. And France's top climate official, Agnes Pannier-Runacher, canceled a planned trip to Baku after Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev accused France of "brutally" suppressing climate concerns in its territories, including French Polynesia.
In his own appearance at COP29 on Tuesday, ExxonMobil CEO Darren Woods said Trump should not exit the Paris agreement again, putting the oil giant at odds with the incoming Republican administration on a key policy question. Pulling out of the pact, Woods said in an interview with the Wall Street Journal, would create uncertainty for many businesses and would undermine global climate cooperation.
When Trump takes office in January, Milei will be a top Trump ally in South America, a region dominated by leftist presidents. Brazil's left-wing President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, who campaigned on a promise to protect the Amazon rainforest, will preside over next year's U.N. Climate Change Conference in Belem, a gateway to the Amazon River.
Joselow reported from Washington, Schmidt reported from Bogota, Colombia, and Harlan reported from Baku, Azerbaijan.
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Bombings in Brazil's capital revive fears over fate of democracy
A man whom police called a political malcontent set off several explosions in Brasilia on Wednesday evening.
By Marina Dias, Terrence McCoy | 2024-11-14

Police say a politically motivated individual set off explosives in Brasilia on Nov. 13.


BRASILIA -- A political malcontent set off multiple explosives in the Brazilian capital Wednesday evening, police say, reviving fears over the strength of democracy in a country that has been addled by misinformation and is still reeling from a large-scale attack on its federal buildings last year after the 2022 presidential election.
At 7:30 p.m., a car exploded outside the Brazilian Congress's lower chamber. Less than a minute later, more explosions rattled Brazil's Supreme Court offices. A man was found dead outside the Supreme Court, having apparently killed himself, authorities said.
Police have identified him as Francisco Wanderley Luiz, 59, a small-time conservative politician from the southern Brazilian state of Santa Catarina, who has lambasted the left on social media and announced plans to launch an attack on Brazil's capital in a plot to preserve "freedom."
"Are we going to play," he posted before the bombings. "Federal police, you have 72 hours to disarm a bomb that's in this house of communists."
No bystanders were injured or killed  in the attack, and no buildings were harmed.

Police cordon off the Supreme Court in Brasilia after an explosion on Wednesday. (Eraldo Peres/AP)


The attack has rattled Latin America's largest democracy, which in recent years has grappled with political instability fueled by rampant misinformation, deepening polarization and the rising threat of violence. After the electoral defeat of President Jair Bolsonaro, who spent months sowing unfounded doubts over the integrity of the country's electoral system, thousands of his supporters attacked the country's principal federal buildings, leading to a protracted debate over the strength of the country's democracy and how severely to punish the assailants.
Wednesday's bombings inflamed that conversation.
"This was not an isolated incident," Supreme Court Justice Alexandre de Moraes said Thursday morning. "The impunity experienced by the people who have attacked our democracy resulted in other actions, like the one from yesterday. ... His idea was to get inside and explode a bomb inside the federal Supreme Court."
Figures on the right who have called for amnesty to be granted to participants in last year's Jan. 8 insurrection tried to distance themselves from Wednesday evening's bombings.
"Despite this being an isolated incident, and which everything suggests was caused by mental disturbances in the person who, unfortunately, ended up dying, this is something that should cause us to reflect," Bolsonaro wrote on the social media platform X. "The time has long since come for Brazil to again cultivate an environment for different ideas to be contested peacefully."
In social media posts, Luiz, who unsuccessfully ran in 2020 for a municipal position in Santa Catarina on Bolsonaro's Liberty Party platform, lambasted Bolsonaro's political enemies. In one post in August, he took aim at the Supreme Court, which Bolsonaro has frequently excoriated during his time in power.
"All that was done to try and improve the country hasn't resulted in anything!!!" he wrote. "It's time to change our path and actions!!! Where is the big problem? The Supreme Court!!!!"
He wrote that he was planning to take action.
"Don't cry for me," he posted. "I give my life so the kids can be raised in freedom."
According to a police report obtained by The Washington Post, a security guard spotted Luiz outside the Supreme Court building Wednesday evening. The guard told police that Luiz stopped in front of a statue and took out a fire extinguisher. When the security guard approached him, he opened his shirt and told them not to come any closer.
Luiz threw several devices to the ground, which exploded, the report says.
A federal police official, who spoke to The Post on the condition of anonymity to discuss an ongoing investigation, said Luiz's ex-wife informed them that he was planning to kill Moraes, the Supreme Court justice, who is a target of the ire of Bolsonaro supporters.
"Outside of the January 8 attack, this was the gravest action against the Brazilian Supreme Court," Moraes said Wednesday morning. "He tried to come inside, and was only stopped because security guards saw that he had devices strapped to his body."
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China opens huge port in Peru to extend its reach in Latin America
The port opening in Chancay underscores China's growing clout in a region that once looked primarily to the United States for economic opportunity.
By Christian Shepherd, Lyric Li | 2024-11-14

View of the Chancay "megaport" in the small town of Chancay, just north of Lima, Peru. The port will be inaugurated on Thursday by Chinese President Xi Jinping and his Peruvian counterpart, Dina Boluarte, on the sidelines of the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) summit in Lima. (Cris Bouroncle/AFP/Getty Images) 


Chinese leader Xi Jinping will inaugurate a huge port in Peru on Thursday that is expected to attract more than $3 billion in investment by creating a direct route across the Pacific Ocean and extend Beijing's influence in Latin America.
The port opening, which comes ahead of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation forum and Xi's final meeting with President Joe Biden, underscores China's growing clout in a region that once looked primarily to the United States for economic opportunity.
Chinese companies are involved in almost every aspect of the deep water port in Chancay, which sits 50 miles north of the capital, Lima.
The high-tech logistics hub will be exclusively operated by Chinese shipping giant Cosco, which in 2019 invested $1.3 billion to take a 60 percent stake in the project. Chinese state media has estimated the total cost of the finished project to be over $3 billion.

A view of the Chinese-funded port construction site, in Chancay, Peru, in October. (Guadalupe Pardo/AP) 


The first phase, building a port that will handle only smaller ships, is expected to begin operations this month.
Its automated cargo cranes are supplied by Shanghai Zhenhua Heavy Industries, a company that congressional investigators have said poses a security risk to U.S. ports. Electric driverless trucks made by Chinese companies will be used to handle containers and cargo.
The level of Chinese interest and involvement in Chancay has drawn warnings from the United States about Peru potentially being used by Chinese military ships as a foothold in the Americas.
Gen. Laura J. Richardson, the recently retired former head of U.S. Southern Command, said Chancay "absolutely" could host Chinese navy warships following a "playbook that we've seen play out in other places," in a recent interview with the Financial Times. Beijing has denied the project is motivated by anything other than commercial interest.
"The Chinese are not necessarily interested in a grand display and stationing a warship there, but they like to know it's an option," said Ryan Berg, director of the Americas Program at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, a think tank.
Chinese and Peruvian officials have celebrated the project as a transformative opportunity for Peru to become a central hub for South American goods from its biggest trading partner.
President Dina Boluarte, who is set to unveil the project alongside Xi, has called it a potential "nerve center" joining the continent to Asia, one that could create 8,000 jobs and $4.5 billion in economic activity annually.
Even without potential military use, the port highlights the continent's increasingly strong ties with China.
Chinese interests in Latin America are fast evolving beyond mining and other extractive industries to include agreements to provide surveillance technology and ground stations for Chinese satellites.

Cranes in the Port of Chancay in Lima, Peru. The Chancay megaport will open a door to China on the shores of Lima and be a key stop on the new silk route in South America, as well as a hope for Peru's development. (Paolo Aguilar/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock) 


But American concerns about the port being used by the Chinese military haven't resonated in Peru, which has welcomed the prospect of a high-tech hub attracting investment to the region, said Leolino Dourado, a researcher affiliated with the Center for China and Asia-Pacific Studies at Universidad del Pacifico in Lima.
"Latin America, and the Global South in general, wants to sell their products to whoever they can, so this sort of fearmongering is unlikely to work," Dourado said.
When completed, the port's 15 docks will be the first place in South America able to host carrier ships too big to fit through the Panama Canal.
Chinese researchers have said the route will cut costs and shorten sailing times by 10 to 20 days, attracting business from other hubs in the region.
It could also make Peru an attractive destination for Chinese companies searching for new export markets or even locations to set up factories in the Americas. On a visit to China in June, Boluarte cited Chancay as a reason for Chinese electric car giant BYD to consider establishing an assembly plant in the country.
The Chinese takeover of Chancay has not been without controversy in Peru, however.
The Peruvian port authority tried this year to alter the terms of Cosco's investment deal, citing an "administrative error" when agreeing to grant the Chinese firm exclusive operating rights over the seaport for 30 years. The lawsuit was dropped in June days before Boluarte traveled to China to meet Xi.
Chancay will join an expanding global network of more than 40 ports under the Belt and Road Initiative, a $1 trillion plan to build transportation and technology infrastructure launched by Xi in 2013.
Despite claims of Chancay being a purely commercial venture, Chinese foreign policy experts have written about the project as a geopolitical win for Beijing that will need to be defended from American interference.
The port's geopolitical importance makes it "inevitable" that the United States will try to weaken Chinese control after the project is complete, researchers at Fudan University in Shanghai warned in a recent article.
Xi and Boluarte are also expected to sign an expanded free-trade agreement. China has been Peru's largest trading partner for a decade. The countries traded $36 billion in goods last year, compared with Peru's $21 billion trade with the United States.
For Beijing, the port promises to bring together a string of existing investments in Peru and neighboring countries.
China has ambitions to build a railway line connecting Chancay to Brazil, its largest trading partner in Latin America, and Chinese firms are in the process of taking over electricity distribution for Lima.
Chinese investments in the Peruvian mining sector total $11.4 billion. The majority of that is focused on securing access to copper, which is essential to the manufacturing of electronics and clean-energy technologies.
With nearly all the world's copper refining happening in China, the Chancay port will help Beijing improve its access to mines in South America's second largest producer of raw copper.
"That choke hold on the supply chain is absolutely critical and dominant," said Berg, the CSIS analyst.
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2 patients in ambulance killed by vigilantes, police in Haiti, aid group says
Law enforcement officers and a vigilante group attacked a Doctors Without Borders ambulance amid a broader crisis of violence plaguing Haiti.
By Kelsey Baker | 2024-11-13

Police officers patrol the area during an exchange of gunfire between gangs and police in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, on Monday. (Odelyn Joseph/AP)


Two patients traveling in a Doctors Without Borders ambulance were killed after an attack by a vigilante group and police in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, on Monday, according to a statement from the international humanitarian aid group.
The killings occurred after the ambulance, which was transporting three wounded patients and Doctors Without Borders staff, was stopped by police just short of arriving to a hospital overseen by the aid group. The aid group, which provides medical assistance to people in conflict zones around the world, is also known as Medecins Sans Frontiers.
Police initially attempted to arrest the patients, all "young people with gunshot wounds," per the aid group's statement. Eventually, the police escorted the ambulance to a different hospital. There, law enforcement officers and vigilantes "surrounded the ambulance, slashed the tires, and tear-gassed MSF personnel inside the vehicle to force them out," the statement said. "They then took the wounded patients a short distance away, outside the hospital grounds, where at least two of them were executed."
Aid group workers in the ambulance were attacked, threatened and held captive for more than four hours, Doctors Without Borders said.
The vigilante brigade that attacked the ambulance is part of a growing trend across Haiti that has seen so-called self-defense groups mobilize in response to armed gangs. Gang violence has surged in the country since the assassination of Haitian President Jovenel Moise in 2021. An estimated 600,000 Haitians have been displaced since then, with thousands others fleeing the country.
The United Nations estimates that about 85 percent of the Haitian capital is controlled by gangs that are responsible for kidnappings, extortion and drug trafficking, according to a recent U.N. report. The gangs recruit children into their ranks. "Serious violations of human rights persist on a large scale with total impunity," according to the report.
"With the high number of fatalities and increasing areas under the control of armed gangs, insecurity in the country has reached levels comparable to countries in armed conflict," U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres said in an earlier report.
The Federal Aviation Administration halted flights bound from the United States to Haiti this week after three different U.S. airliners came under fire while attempting to land in Port-au-Prince on Monday, part of an effort by gangs to block travel from the capital city, according to the U.S. Embassy.
In September, another critically injured Doctors Without Borders patient died after an ambulance was stopped and detained by police.
The aid group called on "authorities and all stakeholders to uphold the right to access medical care without discrimination or hindrance, and to ensure the protection of patients, as well as respect for medical personnel and healthcare facilities in the face of increasing violence," in a statement Wednesday.
"This act is a shocking display of violence, both for the patients and for MSF medical personnel," said Christophe Garnier, MSF head of mission. "It seriously calls into question MSF's ability to continue delivering essential care to the Haitian people, which is in dire need."
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Israel prepares Lebanon cease-fire plan as 'gift' to Trump, officials say
An Israeli government minister discussed the proposal with Trump and Jared Kushner at Mar-a-Lago on Sunday before traveling to the White House for talks.
By Shira Rubin, Suzan Haidamous, John Hudson | 2024-11-14

A poster of Hasan Nasrallah, the deceased leader of Hezbollah, hangs over a market area in Nabatieh, Lebanon, that has been pummeled by multiple Israeli airstrikes. (Ed Ram/Getty Images)


TEL AVIV -- A close aide to Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu told Donald Trump and Jared Kushner this week that Israel is rushing to advance a cease-fire deal in Lebanon, according to three current and former Israeli officials briefed on the meeting, with the aim of delivering an early foreign policy win to the president-elect.
Ron Dermer, Netanyahu's minister of strategic affairs, made Mar-a-Lago the first stop on his U.S. tour Sunday before traveling to the White House to update Biden administration officials on the state of Lebanon talks, a sign of how swiftly America's political center of gravity has shifted after Trump's electoral victory.
"There is an understanding that Israel would gift something to Trump ... that in January there will be an understanding about Lebanon," an Israeli official said. Like others in this article, the official spoke to The Washington Post on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive conversations.
Dermer's office told The Post that he discussed a wide range of issues during his trip but did not elaborate. Netanyahu's office and a spokesperson for Trump declined to comment. Kushner's spokesperson did not reply to a request for comment.
Trump has said he wants to bring an end to the wars in the Middle East, but he also told Netanyahu in a call last month to "do what you have to do" against Hezbollah and Hamas. It is unclear what impact, if any, the Lebanon proposal discussed at Mar-a-Lago would have on stalled cease-fire and hostage-release talks in Gaza.
"Netanyahu has no loyalty to Biden and will be focused entirely on currying favor with Trump," said Frank Lowenstein, a former special envoy for Israeli-Palestinian negotiations under President Barack Obama who served during the transition to the first Trump administration. If 2016 is any indication, he added, "Trump won't hesitate to act like he's already president when he sees an opportunity."

President Donald Trump and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu announce an Israeli-Palestinian peace proposal at the White House on Jan. 28, 2020. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Netanyahu said in a video statement Sunday that he had talked to Trump three times in recent days and that the two saw "major opportunities ahead for Israel, especially in advancing peace" -- a striking statement after more than a year of devastating war in Gaza and six weeks after Israel broadened its military campaign against Hezbollah by sending ground troops into southern Lebanon.
The Israeli prime minister was planning for a new era in Washington well before Election Day on Nov. 5. Netanyahu had been in regular contact with Trump, according to the Israeli official, and Dermer with Kushner, who helped broker normalization agreements between four Arab nations and Israel during Trump's first term and maintains personal and financial ties to the region.
Kushner is expected to play an advisory role in the event of future negotiations over Israeli normalization with Saudi Arabia, even if he is not appointed to a formal White House position, according to a former Trump official.

From left, Vice President-elect JD Vance, Ivanka Trump and Jared Kushner at Donald Trump's election night party in West Palm Beach, Florida. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)


On Sunday, the Israeli official said, the conversations at Trump's Florida residence focused on an Israeli cease-fire proposal for Lebanon involving Western and Russian cooperation. An Israeli military official said plans were also being created to ramp up ground operations in Lebanon if talks were to ultimately fall apart.
The terms of the evolving deal, according to Israeli officials, would require Hezbollah fighters to retreat beyond the Litani River -- the northern edge of a U.N.-monitored buffer area established after the 2006 conflict between Israel and Hezbollah. Since October 2023, following the Hamas-led attacks on southern Israel, Lebanese militants have used the region as a staging ground to rain down thousands of rockets and missiles on Israel, killing 45 civilians and 31 soldiers and forcing some 60,000 people from their homes.
Nearly 900,000 people have been internally displaced by Israel's expanding military campaign in Lebanon. More than 3,300 have been killed, according to the country's Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but says hundreds of women, children and first responders are among the dead. Hezbollah said about 500 of its fighters were killed before the start of the Israeli ground operation, when the group stopped releasing a public count. More than 40 Israeli soldiers have been killed in ground fighting since Oct. 1, including six on Wednesday.

Aya rides her bike near the site of an Israeli airstrike in the city of Baalbek, Lebanon, on Nov. 2. (Lorenzo Tugnoli for The Washington Post)


A person close to Hezbollah said the group would be willing to withdraw its fighters north of the Litani as part of a temporary cease-fire. The Israeli official said the Lebanese military would take control of the border zone for an initial 60-day period, overseen by the United States and Britain.
Lowenstein said Netanyahu could be aiming for a temporary agreement with Biden still in office, leaving a final settlement for Trump to take credit for.
"The one thing Netanyahu cares more about than Trump is his own domestic politics, and getting Israeli civilians back to the north is a major objective that he may not want to wait on," he said.
The broad contours of the agreement taking shape are similar to those in previous rounds of negotiations and align with Trump's expressed desire to put an end to Israel's multifront war, but the plan has yet to be formally submitted to Hezbollah, according to officials in both countries. And the proposal calls for the Israeli military to be able to operate across the border in case of violations -- a nonstarter for Lebanese officials.
"Is there any sane person who believes that we will agree to a settlement or a solution that serves Israel's interests at the expense of Lebanon's interests and sovereignty?" Lebanese parliament speaker Nabih Berri said Tuesday. Berri, a Hezbollah ally, has served as an intermediary in negotiations.
The person close to Hezbollah said the group's "condition for progress remains clear: Israel must be prohibited from conducting operations within Lebanese territory."
But Netanyahu -- who has been accused by his critics of extending and expanding the war for his own political survival after being widely blamed for the security failures on Oct. 7 -- appears to be betting that the political moment is ripe for a breakthrough.
"This was a deal that Netanyahu waited to give to Trump," said Israel Ziv, former head of the Israel Defense Forces' Operations Directorate, who remains in contact with high-ranking members of the security establishment. "But waiting had its price," Ziv added, referring to Hezbollah having regained its footing in recent weeks, and killing more Israeli soldiers in the south, after a series of mortal blows to its senior leadership and communications network.
Following his meetings at Mar-a-Lago, Dermer met Monday and Tuesday with Biden officials in Washington, including Amos Hochstein, the president's special envoy to Lebanon, according to a senior U.S. official.
The senior official noted that Netanyahu remains engaged with the administration on the cease-fire process in Lebanon. A second U.S. official said that all the work on a potential deal was still being done by Biden's team and that progress had been made.

A billboard in Tel Aviv congratulates Donald Trump on his win. (Jack Guez/AFP/Getty Images)


Netanyahu's consultations with Trump before and after the election demonstrate how much he had staked on the results of the vote and how carefully he is calibrating his strategy for the new administration. But Ziv said the prime minister will need to weigh the "whims" of the president-elect -- a notoriously unpredictable politician -- against national security calculations, since "his entire leverage is Trump."
And there appears to be a new X-factor in Israel's peace plan for Lebanon: Russia, a country whose ties with Trump complicated his first term. According to the Israeli official, the proposal calls for Moscow to prevent Hezbollah from rearming via Syrian land routes, which for years have been the main conduit for arms from Iran, the militant group's main patron.
Russian officials visited Israel on Oct. 27 to discuss the plan, according to the Israeli official. Dermer made a secret trip to Russia last week for follow-up discussions, the Israeli and U.S. officials said.
Russia's Ministry of Foreign Affairs did not respond to a request for comment. The U.S. official said Russia would not be involved in the implementation or supervision of a cease-fire agreement.
On the competing claims over Moscow's involvement, Lowenstein said, "it's possible that both are true: no role for the Russians now under Biden, but a big one later when Trump takes over."
Russia, an ally of Iran, has maintained a presence in Syria since sweeping in during the country's civil war in support of President Bashar al-Assad, working hand-in-hand with Hezbollah to brutally crush the armed uprising against his government. Now, Israel appears to be counting on Russia to pressure the Syrian president into cutting off Hezbollah's supply lines.
"Hezbollah is cornered," the person close to the group said.
Israel believes its foe's fighting force has been weakened to the point of compromise. If Hezbollah accepts the deal, Ziv said, it will come into effect "very quickly, since there are expectations that attempts to violate it will also be immediate."
In parallel with Dermer's diplomatic blitz, the IDF is preparing for a second phase of its ground operation, according to an Israeli military official, in case talks fall apart. And in recent days, Israel's air force has pummeled Lebanon with strikes.
"We have taken away Hezbollah's ability to attack us" as it could have before the war, said the military official. But there is always more to do, he added.
Both the IDF and Hezbollah have asserted that the battlefield remains the main front in negotiations. It is the only factor, Lebanese Prime Minister Najib Mikati said Monday, that can "change the political equations."
Haidamous reported from Beirut and Hudson from Washington. Kareem Fahim and Mohamad El Chamaa in Beirut, Lior Soroka in Tel Aviv, and Issac Arnsdorf in Washington contributed to this report.
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Trump taps Rubio for secretary of state. What are his foreign policy views?
Donald Trump said Sen. Marco Rubio of Florida will be secretary of state. Here's where Rubio stands on the Israel-Gaza and Russia-Ukraine wars, NATO and more.
By Leo Sands, Karen DeYoung | 2024-11-13

Former president Donald Trump onstage with Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Florida) during a campaign rally in Allentown, Pennsylvania, on Oct. 29. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


With Donald Trump's announcement that he will tap Sen. Marco Rubio for secretary of state, the Florida Republican is poised to become America's top diplomat in the next administration.
Rubio, a senator since 2011, is a more traditional foreign policy hawk compared with Trump -- having built his political identity around support for upending autocratic governments from Latin America to the Middle East to Asia. But in recent years, Rubio's neoconservative positions have softened, and he has increasingly aligned with Trump, who has promised to reverse what he says is a lack of respect for the United States on the global stage with his "America First" approach.
The two Republicans clashed as rivals in the 2016 presidential primary -- with Rubio calling Trump a "con man" who was "dangerous" and Trump calling Rubio a "total lightweight." During Trump's presidency, Rubio worked closely with the administration, including on Latin America policy, and this time around, Rubio was a finalist to be Trump's running mate. Shortly after Trump won, Rubio declared a new era in U.S. foreign policy, which he said would be based on "the core national interest of the United States" over "idealistic fantasies."
If confirmed by the Senate, Rubio will be charged with tackling some of the most pressing global issues -- from the Israel-Gaza war to Russia's invasion of Ukraine and more. Here's what Rubio has said.
The senator has repeatedly voiced support for Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu during Israel's offensives against Hamas in Gaza and Hezbollah in Lebanon -- and he has accused the Biden administration of not doing enough to support its ally.
He has described Israel's war in Gaza, waged in response to Hamas's Oct. 7, 2023, attacks, as being conducted with "clairvoyance and justice" as it seeks "to destroy the terrorist organization so it may never threaten the people of Israel again." A month into the war, Rubio told activists he would not call for a cease-fire: "On the contrary ... I want them to destroy every element of Hamas they can get their hands on. These people are vicious animals who did horrifying crimes." He has condemned decisions by some Western allies to suspend or restrict arms exports to Israel over concerns about potential violations of international humanitarian law as undermining the country's ability to defend itself.
After the State Department imposed sanctions in August on Israeli entities it said were involved in "extremist settler violence" in the West Bank, Rubio said the agency was "undercut[ting]" an American ally. "Israelis rightfully living in their historic homeland are not the impediment to peace; the Palestinians are," he wrote in a letter to Secretary of State Antony Blinken.
Rubio has called Tehran a "terrorist" regime, and in February, he said the "emerging rise of an axis" led by China, Russia and Iran is the greatest geopolitical threat to the United States.
In a statement on Oct. 1, after Iran fired a barrage of missiles at Israel, Rubio said he supported Israel's "right to respond disproportionately to stop this threat," without specifying what that could entail. "Without Iran, there is no Hamas. Without Iran, there is no Hezbollah. Without Iran, there are no Shia militias attacking us from Iraq and Syria," Rubio said in a Nov. 7 television interview. He said a Trump administration would be "very clear and very firm" in dealing with Iran and accused the Biden White House of treating Tehran like "Belgian diplomats at the United Nations."
The Biden administration says it has imposed more than 600 sanctions on Iranian-linked entities. Washington played a key role in defending Israel from Iranian missile attacks in April and October and deployed an antimissile system and 100 troops to Israel.
As Trump threatens to scale up economic attacks on Beijing and considers measures that are widely viewed as likely to spark a global trade war, Rubio has also staked out a tough position on China. If confirmed, he would be the first secretary of state to take the role while under sanctions and a travel ban by Beijing. He was one of several U.S. lawmakers targeted in 2020 as part of a tit-for-tat exchange over American sanctions on Chinese officials, as well as for his support of Hong Kong's democracy movement. He is frequently referred to in Chinese media as an "anti-China pioneer."
In an opinion piece published by The Washington Post in September, Rubio described China as "the largest, most advanced adversary America has ever faced." He urged Washington policymakers to prevent China from "eclipsing" the United States by dramatically investing in sectors of the economy critical to national security, imposing further tariffs and taking action to stop "Chinese espionage and intellectual property theft."
Rubio has previously accused China of enabling Russia's invasion of Ukraine as part of a deliberate strategy intended to undermine the U.S.-led world order by a "Moscow-Beijing axis." He has supported several pieces of legislation seeking to curb China's political and economic power.
Both Trump and his incoming vice president, Sen. JD Vance of Ohio, have expressed deep skepticism over U.S. aid to Ukraine. Trump has privately indicated that he would end the war by pressuring Ukraine to cede territory, a position Kyiv has adamantly opposed.
Rubio has repeatedly characterized Russia's war in Ukraine as a costly stalemate that is in Washington's interest to resolve quickly, although he has not expanded on what a negotiated settlement would look like. "We do want to see that conflict end, and it's going to require some very difficult choices," he said in an interview on Nov. 7.
He has praised Ukraine's efforts in defending itself against a more powerful adversary as "extraordinary." But he said in February, "it's also hyperbole to believe that the Ukrainians are going to completely crush the Russian military" and that the goal should be to help Ukraine "so that we're not seen as unreliable and undermined in our credibility, but do it in a way that doesn't drain us."
Rubio has also downplayed the broader significance of European geopolitics to Washington's core interests, saying that U.S. involvement in Ukraine's self-defense is a costly distraction from efforts to contain China. "The future of the 21st century is going to largely be defined by what happens in the Indo-Pacific. And I think China would love for us to be bogged down in Europe in a conflict and not focused on what's happening in the Indo-Pacific," Rubio said in the interview last week.
Rubio also has echoed Trump's wariness of military spending on Europe's defense, saying it is unfair for Washington to be footing the bill while European countries spend money on "huge social safety nets."
"In the 21st century, Europe must take the lead in Europe," Rubio wrote in the American Conservative last year. "... But they'll never take ownership so long as they can rely on America. If this were a welfare policy debate, conservatives would be calling for work requirements."
Trump has hammered members of the transatlantic military alliance and suggested on the campaign trail that he would encourage Russia to attack NATO countries that don't increase their defense spending. Allies are concerned he may consider leaving the 75-year-old alliance. After the election, Rubio said NATO "has to be a real alliance. And rich countries in this alliance have to do their fair share of contribution." He also praised U.S. allies on NATO's eastern flank -- Germany, Poland and Lithuania -- for doing their part.
Still, Rubio was the sponsor of a bipartisan bill that prohibits any president from unilaterally withdrawing from NATO without the approval of Congress. This check on presidential power, which Rubio had been trying to advance since 2021, was passed and signed by President Joe Biden last year amid long-standing concerns that Trump might try to exit the alliance if he returned to office. In December, Rubio said: "The Senate should maintain oversight on whether or not our nation withdraws from NATO. We must ensure we are protecting our national interests and protecting the security of our democratic allies."
The son of pre-Castro Cuban immigrants to the United States, Rubio helped consolidate Trump's support among Hispanic voters and would be the first Spanish-speaking secretary of state. In the Senate, he has focused much of his foreign policy attention on the region, with special emphasis on dialing up sanctions on Cuba, Venezuela and Nicaragua.
In an April article for the National Interest, he called for shifting U.S. policy in the region toward a "new generation of potentially pro-America leaders in the Western Hemisphere," naming conservative governments in Argentina, El Salvador, Ecuador and Peru, among others, as "willing to strengthen their U.S. partnerships" on security and trade and deserving of more U.S. investment. "We should stop exporting progressive social values," he wrote, and "be more supportive of our neighbors when they signal a willingness to work with us, as opposed to China."
Leftist governments in Brazil, Mexico and Colombia -- the largest countries in the region by population and traditionally the ones with the most consequential U.S. relations -- were part of a "left-wing fad" and should not be appeased, Rubio wrote.
He may run into difficulties, however, with Trump's expected tough line on immigration. While Rubio strongly supports measures against undocumented immigrants, he partnered with Senate Democrats in sponsoring early calls to grant temporary protected status to Venezuelans, a program that Trump pledged in his first term to do away with. More than 344,000 Venezuelans live in the United States under TPS granted by Biden. Hundreds of thousands of Cubans, Haitians, Nicaraguans and Venezuelans have also been admitted under a Biden-authorized humanitarian parole program.
Annabelle Timsit, Adela Suliman and Kelsey Ables contributed to this report.
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IDF strikes Beirut's southern suburbs; Israeli ministers welcome Trump Cabinet picks
The Israel Defense Forces said it struck facilities used by Hezbollah for military purposes after the group fired more rockets across the Lebanese border.
By Andrew Jeong, Vivian Ho, Michael Birnbaum, Rebecca Tan, Miriam Berger, John Hudson | 2024-11-14
Israeli forces launched fresh strikes across southern and central Lebanon, including against targets in a southern suburb of Beirut.
On Wednesday morning, the Israel Defense Forces said it hit facilities used by Hezbollah for military purposes in the capital's suburbs, while issuing new evacuation warnings for Lebanese civilians living in specific areas of southern Beirut.
Lebanon's Health Ministry said Wednesday that six people were killed and at least 15 others injured in an Israeli attack on Aramoun, a village in central Lebanon. When contacted about the attack, the IDF said it was still gathering information.
On Wednesday afternoon, the IDF said about 20 "projectiles" crossed from Lebanon into Israel, with the majority being intercepted.
The exchange of fire came as right-leaning members of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's cabinet expressed support for President-elect Donald Trump's latest picks for his incoming administration. Trump tapped Pete Hegseth as his secretary of defense, after naming Mike Huckabee as the next ambassador to Israel and appointing John Ratcliffe as CIA director.
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Ukraine's European allies eye once-taboo 'land-for-peace' negotiations
European allies are increasingly bracing for negotiations on Russia's war in Ukraine that could include territorial concessions in return for security guarantees for Kyiv.
By Ellen Francis | 2024-11-13

A man rides a bike in front of a destroyed mail office in the Donetsk region of Ukraine on Thursday. (Anton Shtuka/AP)


BRUSSELS -- Among Ukraine's European allies, there is a quiet but growing shift toward the notion that the war with Russia will end only through negotiations between Kyiv and Moscow involving concessions of Ukrainian territory.
The conversation has taken on greater urgency with the election victory of Donald Trump, who has said he would quickly end the war, without detailing how, and has signaled he could back a deal that keeps some seized territory in Russian hands. In Europe, the closed-door discussions have also been fueled by a bleak battlefield situation, with Ukrainian forces on the defensive and fears of dwindling U.S. funding.
Interviews with 10 current and former European and NATO diplomats suggest that while declarations of enduring support persist, some of Ukraine's allies are increasingly looking to lay the foundations for negotiations between Ukraine and Russia, even as the parameters of a deal remain elusive.
European and NATO officials acknowledge that talk of territorial concessions no longer raises as many eyebrows as it once did, and diplomats frame it not as "land-for-peace" but rather as land for Ukraine's security.
"I think everybody has more or less reached this conclusion. It's hard to say it publicly because it would be a way of saying we are going to reward aggression," said Gerard Araud, a former French ambassador to Washington.
"It's certainly not fringe anymore," said a Western official who, like others interviewed for this article, spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive matter. 
It's unclear exactly what a deal might look like, as diplomats weigh blueprints of "peace plans" floated since Russia's 2022 invasion of Ukraine. With Russian forces in control of roughly a fifth of the country -- including in the eastern Donbas region and the annexed Crimean Peninsula -- freezing today's front lines or outlining a demarcation line would mean Ukraine ceding swaths of its territory.
There is now broad recognition that "negotiations might be coming earlier" than expected and that they "will entail some concessions on both sides," said Camille Grand, a former NATO assistant secretary general and a distinguished policy fellow with the European Council on Foreign Relations.
European leaders have "a big question mark on how the Trump team will want to play it," he said, and while they hope the next administration would push Russia to the negotiating table, they fear it may corner Ukraine into a bad deal by cutting off aid.

NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte, left, speaks with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky at the NATO-Ukraine Council working dinner in Brussels on Oct. 17. (Olivier Matthys/Reuters) 


European policymakers say they must keep reinforcing Ukraine so that it has leverage if talks eventually begin. They also want to avoid being blindsided if the incoming Trump administration pushes for a deal. Trump briefly raised the issue of land in a phone call with Russian President Vladimir Putin in which he advised the Russian leader not to escalate the war, several people familiar with the matter said.
Backing the Ukrainian army as long as necessary "is the only path to negotiations," French President Emmanuel Macron said Tuesday, standing alongside NATO chief Mark Rutte. "And let me be clear," he added, "when the moment comes, nothing must be decided on Ukraine without the Ukrainians, nor on Europe without the Europeans."
In a 25-minute phone call with Trump, Macron made clear last week that any negotiations must involve meaningful concessions from Moscow, according to people familiar with the call.
At a dinner of European leaders last week in the Hungarian capital of Budapest, many made the case for maintaining money and weapons support for Ukraine and discussed how to keep the funds flowing in case of a U.S. cutoff, officials said.

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen attends a plenary session at a European Union meeting in Budapest on Friday. (Ludovic Marin/AFP/Getty Images)


A European Union diplomat said the prospect of a future negotiated settlement was slowly gaining traction, largely behind the scenes: "Nobody in the room was going, 'We need to give up the Donbas.'"
As they try to persuade Trump to stay the course, European countries have boosted defense spending and funding for Ukraine to contain the fallout of a possible U.S. policy shift. They face an uphill battle to maintain aid in the long run, with struggling economies and political chaos in countries including France and Germany.
Reflecting the sense of urgency after the U.S. election, Secretary of State Antony Blinken made a lightning trip to Brussels on Wednesday, meeting senior NATO, E.U. and Ukrainian officials to strategize on the future. Since Trump's victory, the U.S. focus has been on rushing as much military aid as possible to Kyiv before the incoming administration takes over, recognizing that it is likely to have a very different approach.
For now, a resolution to the conflict remains out of reach, not least because Russia has not relented on its demands, the Trump administration's policy on Ukraine has not been fully articulated, there is no consensus on security guarantees that could be acceptable for Ukraine and, as Grand put it, "there are 50 shades of gray" among European views on how negotiations should unfold.
Discussions have centered on the prospect of a cease-fire along a demarcation line in return for Western security assurances -- a de facto, at least temporary concession of existing areas of control even without formal recognition.
Yet European policymakers are far from agreeing on what any security guarantees might be, with key allies, including the United States and Germany, so far rebuffing Ukraine's request for an invitation to NATO -- a big sticking point, as the Kremlin has long used the threat of the Western alliance to justify the war. Other ideas on the drawing board have included European boots on the ground or promises of more weapons -- also seen as nonstarters for Russia.
Moscow has signaled it would accept nothing less than Ukrainian capitulation. Putin has maintained that Ukraine would have to accept total neutrality for any talks to succeed. He has said that "if Ukraine's neutrality does not exist, it is hard to imagine any good neighborly relations with Russia." He has also said that any cease-fire could not be a temporary arrangement that would merely allow Ukraine to stock up on munitions.

Russians view a U.S.-manufactured Bradley Fighting Vehicle during the recent opening of an exhibition featuring military equipment seized in Ukraine by Russian forces. (Anatoly Maltsev/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Also, before any negotiations begin, Russia wants to retake all of its Kursk region, where Ukrainian forces seized land in a cross-border attack over the summer, to keep Russian territory off the negotiating table. Kyiv had hoped its gamble with the Kursk attack would give it leverage, but Russian forces have since retaken parts of the region and made gains in Donbas.
After a failed 2014-2015 cease-fire deal dubbed the Minsk agreements, Ukrainians say they fear that a land-for-peace deal would just give Russia time to regroup for another attack.
Ukrainian presidential adviser Mykhailo Podolyak said Wednesday that pushing Ukraine to negotiate on unfavorable terms was akin to forcing "Ukraine to give up its resistance." He wrote on X that it was absurd to discuss "peace at the expense of the victim only," saying it encouraged further attacks and neglected "real scenarios of forcing Russia (the aggressor) to stop aggression."
Kyiv's official position, and what it would consider a victory, remains that Russian forces must leave all Ukrainian territory.
Public opinion polls show a majority of Ukrainians support this, though the percentage of those who could accept some loss of land in a peace deal appears to be gradually rising as the war grinds on. A survey conducted by the Kyiv International Institute of Sociology and released Tuesday indicated that 58 percent of Ukrainians thought that "under no circumstances" should Kyiv sacrifice land, while 32 percent were open to giving up "some of [Ukraine's] territories" to reach a deal to end the conflict --  three times the percentage at the start of the invasion.

People take shelter inside a metro station during a Russian attack on Kyiv on Wednesday. (Alina Smutko/Reuters)


Like Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, European leaders would also have to navigate public messaging on negotiations after more than two years of warning of an existential threat to Europe that requires sending Kyiv billions in aid.
Zelensky told reporters last week that there could be no cease-fire without guarantees that Ukraine can deter any future Russian attacks.
Earlier this year, Macron sparked backlash from some European allies for saying he would not rule out that some troops could be deployed to Ukraine as a possible deterrent.
Some countries, including Britain and Eastern European and Nordic nations, are now eyeing the idea of boots on the ground as a possible security guarantee in the event of a deal, analysts said.
"We're not against negotiating," a Western diplomat said, "but the moment matters, and the leverage Ukraine has and what they get in return."
Public suggestions of land-for-peace are confined to the proposals of Moscow-friendly Hungarian leader Viktor Orban. Baltic nations and Ukrainian neighbors such as Poland are gripped by fears of Russia pushing at NATO's borders, and they chafe at mentions of territorial concessions, especially without a clear deterrent.
Those who made land-for-peace suggestions were "practically burned at the stake" in the past, but now the idea prompts less outrage, a senior NATO official said. Ukraine's ability to defend big cities including Kharkiv and Odessa played to its favor, he said, but "we all realize it will be difficult in the short term for Ukraine to regain sovereignty over 100 percent of their territory."

People gather outside a school damaged by a Russian strike in Odessa on Friday. (Oleksandr Gimanov/AFP/Getty Images)


European officials maintain that any agreement should not allow Putin to declare victory in reshaping borders through war, though that's a tall order if Russia keeps control of chunks of its neighbor.
"That is one important thing about any arrangement we make," the official said. "It can never be seen as a victory for Russia."
Catherine Belton in London, David L. Stern in Kyiv and Michael Birnbaum in Brussels contributed to this report.
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Trump appointees signal a new hawkish China policy
Trump's potential appointees Marco Rubio, Mike Waltz and Elise Stefanik at State Department, National Security Council and United Nations signal a hawkish China policy.
By Cate Cadell, Ellen Nakashima | 2024-11-13

U.S. President Donald Trump shakes hands with Chinese President Xi Jinping during a meeting on the sidelines of the G-20 summit in Osaka, Japan, on June 29, 2019. (Susan Walsh/AP)


In a sweeping shift toward a hard-line approach, the new Trump administration is tipped to put some of Washington's most ardent China critics in key foreign policy positions -- signaling a potentially more confrontational stance with Beijing.
President-elect Donald Trump has announced Rep. Mike Waltz as his pick for national security adviser and is expected to nominate Sen. Marco Rubio as secretary of State, according to people familiar with the transition team's thinking. Both men have been proponents of tough China policy, advocating for a diplomatic and security pivot to Asia to counter the growing influence of the Chinese Communist Party.
The transition from vocal legislators into high-stakes diplomatic roles could prove challenging, not least because of Trump's transactional tendencies -- in his first term, he lifted sanctions on a major Chinese telecom manufacturer in exchange for progress on a trade deal and blocked an effort by administration hawks to restrict exports of GE jet engines after an appeal by its chief executive that it would hurt business and worsen the trade deficit.
But analysts say these new appointments could signal a more concerted policy approach to contain China's ambitions. "This is the biggest, clearest indicator we've had so far of the possible direction of Trump's foreign policy," said Rush Doshi, a former Biden administration national security official now at the Council on Foreign Relations.
"That may mean a tougher and more bipartisan approach than a transactional one focused on deals with President Xi Jinping," said Doshi, who also teaches at Georgetown University.
Rep. Elise Stefanik (R-New York), a fierce China critic, is poised serve as Trump's ambassador to the United Nations -- one of the administration's first major picks. In this role, if confirmed by the Senate, Stefanik will face a body in which China, a permanent Security Council member, has rapidly built influence on key global issues.
Stefanik has repeatedly criticized the United Nations over its Israel resolutions, accusing it of fostering "antisemitic rot." Her comments will place her at odds with China's U.N. delegation, which has said Washington is using its influence to protect Israel within the international body.
Beijing, analysts say, is not thrilled with the anti-China tenor of Trump's apparent picks for top foreign policy roles, but may opt to work through other figures to sidestep the more hawkish elements of his Cabinet.
"The Chinese have a tendency to use individuals close to Trump with significant economic ties to China to convey messages and foster back-channel diplomacy," said Yun Sun, director of the China program at the Stimson Center. She noted that figures like Tesla CEO Elon Musk and Blackstone CEO Stephen Schwarzman have surfaced as potential intermediaries.
Trump's approach may soon clash with the more hard-line China stance of his prospective Cabinet. According to individuals familiar with his plans, Trump is expected to push for a reversal of the ban on TikTok, the popular Chinese-owned social media app -- a pledge he made during his campaign. Rubio, Waltz and Stefanik have all previously voiced avid support for the ban over concerns that Beijing may exploit the app to surveil Americans.
As Beijing prepares to confront a more critical Cabinet under Trump, it is also grappling with domestic challenges that could weaken its bargaining position compared to 2016.
Chinese currency and stocks took a sharp hit on Tuesday following news of Rubio's potential appointment, with the yuan sliding to a three-month low as markets brace for potential fallout from a more conservative stance in U.S.-China relations. On the campaign trail, Trump threatened to impose tariffs of 60 percent or more on Chinese goods entering the United States.
According to individuals familiar with his plans, Trump is also expected to push for a reversal of the ban on TikTok, the popular Chinese-owned social media app -- a pledge he made during his campaign. Rubio, Waltz and Stefanik have all previously voiced avid support for the ban over concerns that Beijing may exploit the app to surveil Americans.
The Chinese Foreign Ministry declined to comment on the potential Trump appointments, and the Chinese Embassy in Washington did not respond to a request for comment.
Rubio, if confirmed, would be the first secretary of state to take the role while under sanctions and a travel ban by Beijing, Rubio was one of several U.S. lawmakers targeted in 2020 as part of a tit-for-tat exchange over American sanctions on Chinese officials, as well as for his support of Hong Kong's democracy movement. He is frequently referred to in Chinese media as an "anti-China pioneer."
"[Rubio's] going to have a tough time making the case to China that the United States wants to cooperate with them and doesn't seek the overthrow of the Chinese Communist Party," said Lyle Morris, a senior fellow at the Asia Society Policy Institute. Morris said that it is possible that Trump could leverage the actions of a hawkish Cabinet to strike deals with Beijing. "I think it's part of Trump's 'good cop, bad cop' approach."
Waltz has also been a lightning rod for criticism by Beijing, and last year declared that China has "entered into a Cold War" with Washington.
"The potential selection of [Rubio and Waltz] indicates that the Trump administration will likely push hard on the CCP and sharpen its tool kit to counter China's increasing influence in the Indo-Pacific," said Nishank Motwani, senior analyst as the Asia Society Policy Institute. But, he added, "this does not necessarily translate to a greater political willingness to defend Taiwan as there's the prospect of Trump cutting a deal with Xi."
Both Rubio and Waltz have urged Taiwan to increase its defense spending and have championed a shift in U.S. policy from the entrenched conflict in Ukraine toward Asia, with an emphasis on preparing for a potential Chinese invasion of Taiwan.
Trump's burgeoning foreign policy team is assuming power at a pivotal moment for Taiwan, a self-governing democracy that China claims as its own. Although Beijing has not set a specific timeline for a potential invasion, Xi has directed his military to be ready for such a move by 2027.
Rubio, in particular, has repeatedly pushed legislation for greater readiness among Taiwan's forces. In 2022, he introduced legislation to fast-track arms sales to Taipei, prioritizing Taiwan's military orders over those of other countries.
Waltz has argued that Beijing has gained an advantage from America's divided attention on Ukraine and the Middle East. In an article in the Economist, co-written with Matthew Kroenig, he contended that the incoming administration should work to bring these conflicts to a "swift conclusion" and redirect resources toward revitalizing the defense industrial base to better deter a Chinese invasion of Taiwan.
The Biden administration did make strides in an area that Trump, in his first term, neglected: building security partnerships with allies that have rattled Beijing. Waltz has credited the Biden team with establishing a trilateral initiative with Britain to build a nuclear-powered submarine program for Australia.
Rep. Joe Courtney (D-Connecticut), a staunch proponent of the initiative known as AUKUS, and whose district is home to a shipyard that builds submarines, said he's optimistic that the incoming Trump team will continue to respond to Chinese coercion in the region.
"Waltz and Rubio come from Capitol Hill, where you've really seen a significant shift on a bipartisan basis toward standing up to China," said Courtney. "They have lived it. This bodes well in terms of avoiding knee-jerk polarization on every issue the Trump administration takes up."
Their prospective ascension signals a desire to focus on China as America's principal foreign policy issue, not just in the military domain, but in the economic, technology and human rights realms as well, said Eric Sayers, an adjunct fellow at the American Enterprise Institute and a former special assistant to the commander of U.S. Indo-Pacific Command.
"I could see the China hawks on the Trump team being much less risk-averse, talking openly about decoupling, and accelerating many competitive actions toward Beijing," Sayers said. "This could look like more export controls, more training in Taiwan, deploying more ground-based missile units to Japan, and expansion of the limits on U.S. investment in China."
Waltz takes a "more expansive view" of America's role in the world than other Republicans, said Richard Fontaine, chief executive at the Center for a New American Security think tank.
"There had been worry among some in the foreign policy community that Trump's penchant for making deals and his personal chumminess with Xi Jinping would lead to some relaxation in the American position vis-a-vis China," he said. But to gauge by his potential picks, "you can imagine a continuity in terms of the overall hawkish disposition toward China, and maybe some augmentation of that."
Waltz has argued that Trump should aim to end the war in Ukraine, which Fontaine said he hoped did not mean walking away. "If you're inclined to somehow abandon Ukraine," he said, "that doesn't just give Russia a win, it gives North Korea a win, it gives Iran a win, and it gives China a win."
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Blinken helms last-minute rush of support to Ukraine before Trump takes office
Trump has vowed to put a quick end to Russia's war in Ukraine, which Kyiv and some European capitals believe could force Ukraine to make painful concessions. 
By Michael Birnbaum | 2024-11-13

Secretary of State Antony Blinken said the Biden administration would rush as much military assistance as possible to Ukraine while Biden remains in office.


BRUSSELS -- The Biden administration will rush as much military assistance as possible to Ukraine while it remains in office, Secretary of State Antony Blinken said Wednesday as he met a slew of European security officials in Brussels to prepare a strategy of support for Kyiv before President-elect Donald Trump enters the Oval Office.
Trump has vowed to put a quick end to Russia's war in Ukraine, which Kyiv and some European capitals believe could force Ukraine to make painful concessions to the Kremlin. His victory has set off a scramble among the security establishment in Europe to try to bolster support for Ukraine -- and added to a weary recognition that negotiations with Russia could be on the horizon, and not on terms favorable to Kyiv.
Blinken's day-long trip to Brussels included meetings with top NATO, European Union and Ukrainian officials, and was intended mostly as a joint effort to develop a post-election strategy rather than a moment to present a fully developed vision to the public, officials said. The current U.S. administration faces the challenge of finding strategies on Ukraine that aren't easily reversible by Trump once he is in power, and there are few easy answers.
The Biden administration wants "to focus our efforts on ensuring that Ukraine has the money, the munitions and the mobilized forces to fight effectively in 2025 or to be able to negotiate a peace from a position of strength," Blinken told reporters at NATO's glassy headquarters in Brussels after meeting with NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte and alliance ambassadors.

Blinken talks to the media after a North Atlantic Council meeting at NATO headquarters in Brussels on Wednesday. (Nicolas Tucat/Pool/AFP/Getty Images/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Since the election, the Pentagon has been rushing to send Ukraine the full range of military aid that Congress approved in a $61 billion package in April, so that it is physically located inside Ukraine before Inauguration Day, Jan. 20. The Biden administration has also been the lead coordinator for non-U.S. military aid to Ukraine, but it is working to transfer some of those responsibilities to NATO and to European countries, an effort that began even before the election.
And U.S. officials are pushing Europeans and others to increase their aid for Ukraine amid doubts about how much Washington will do in the future.
"The president has determined that we push every dollar out the door that we have at our disposal," Blinken said, referring to the rush of military aid to Ukraine.
Blinken said he was convinced that "support will continue, and not only continue, I expect it to increase, and that our partners will continue to more than pick up their share of the burden."
Despite Blinken's effort to focus on the positive regarding continued Western support for Ukraine, many European officials believe that the conflict is rapidly entering a new phase. Nearly three years after the fighting began, Russia is making steady advances on the battlefield as Ukraine struggles to find the troops to maintain its defense. North Korean forces have also joined the conflict on Russia's side, further increasing pressure on Kyiv.
Fueled in part by the Trump victory, some of Kyiv's European backers increasingly think that some form of territorial concessions may be necessary in negotiations to halt the war -- a view that would have been heretical a year ago -- and officials say they must boost aid to Ukraine to ensure the country is in a strong position in any future talks. Their focus is increasingly turning toward the Western security guarantees for Ukraine that would help keep Russia at bay and prevent the restarting of the war.
Ukrainian leaders, while publicly welcoming Trump's victory and declaring their bipartisan ties to Washington, have also said that strength against Russia is the best way to maintain security in Europe and around the world.

Ukrainian Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha meets with Blinken in Brussels on Wednesday. (Nicolas Tucat/Pool/AFP/Getty Images/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


"Appeasement will not work. Strength will work," Ukrainian Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha said Wednesday ahead of a meeting with Blinken.
The increasing Western openness to territorial concessions has spooked the NATO nations that border Russia, which have the most at stake if Russia is emboldened to keep pushing against its western frontiers.
"The 'peace agreements' being floated would condemn millions of people to misery, occupation and fates worse than death," Lithuanian Foreign Minister Gabrielius Landsbergis wrote last week on X. "Talk of 'recovery' is hollow if Ukraine is left vulnerable, waiting for the next attack. Investments will not flow, refugees will not return."
On the campaign trail, Trump stoked fears about NATO when he declared he would encourage Russia to "do whatever the hell they want" to allies that don't spend enough on their militaries.
European policymakers worry his bashing of NATO could undermine the Western military alliance, even if few believe he would formally withdraw the United States. Diplomats said European allies were putting a brave face on the situation and trying to make contingency plans to support Ukraine while also hoping to win Trump over.
"During President Trump's first term, America's military presence in Europe actually increased," a European diplomat said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to share internal deliberations. "If he stays in NATO but he pulls troops from Europe, or if there's a wider war and he sits on the sidelines, does it matter if the U.S. is still formally at NATO?"
At NATO headquarters, Blinken also issued a broader defense of U.S. support for the alliance, in an implicit message to Trump.
"The best way to defend our countries, to prevent wars, to have security, is through the investments we're making in NATO and in our other alliances and partnerships," Blinken said. NATO's mutual defense guarantee "is the strongest possible deterrent to war. It's the best way to prevent war in the first place."
Blinken's visit to Brussels is the first stop in a multi-continental tour of the post-election world. Later Wednesday he planned to fly to Peru to meet with Asian and Latin American leaders, and then he plans to travel to Brazil alongside President Joe Biden to meet leaders of Group of 20 world economies.
Ellen Francis contributed to this report.
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Fashion houses Tapestry and Capri end merger plan as FTC gets a luxury win
The parent companies of brands such as Coach, Kate Spade, Versace and Michael Kors decided not to proceed with a court battle. 
By Jaclyn Peiser | 2024-11-14

Tapestry owns Coach and other fashion brands. (Richard Vogel/AP) 


Luxury fashion conglomerates Tapestry and Capri Holdings called off their merger Thursday, weeks after a federal judge sided with antitrust regulators who oppose the deal.
The fashion houses agreed that giving up on the planned union "is in the best interest of both companies," Tapestry said in a news release. Under the proposal, Tapestry would have acquired Capri in a deal valued at $8.5 billion.
Tapestry owns Coach, Kate Spade and Stuart Weitzman. Capri's brands include Versace, Jimmy Choo and Michael Kors.
The news is a win for the Federal Trade Commission, which sued to block the deal in April. Regulators argued the union would lead to higher prices for U.S. consumers and threaten workers' workplace conditions, wages and benefits.
In a decision released last month, U.S. District Judge Jennifer Rochon said the acquisition could not go forward until the case is heard in the FTC's administrative court. The proposed merger "likely" would violate antitrust law by "substantially lessen[ing] competition in the market for accessible-luxury handbags," Rochon wrote.
In an analyst note, GlobalData managing director Neil Saunders lauded the companies' decision to move on from the merger rather than fight in court. Tapestry might be better off without the deal, he wrote.
"Tapestry would also have inherited a whole host of problems from multiple broken brands and, while it could likely fix these, it would have sapped a great deal of time and resource," Saunders wrote.
Tapestry will repurchase $6.1 billion of bonds it sold to finance the Capri acquisition. Shares of Tapestry, which also announced an additional $2 billion stock buyback, rose more than 11 percent Thursday morning. Capri shares were down about 1 percent.
The companies had argued a merger would have allowed Tapestry to broaden its global reach, usher the company into a higher-end segment of the fashion industry and help its product lines better compete with European rivals.
But Tapestry still has strong brands, particularly with Coach, whose sales exceeded $5 billion in the most recent quarter. "Tapestry remains in a position of strength, with distinctive brands, an agile platform, passionate teams, and robust cash flow," Tapestry chief executive Joanne Crevoiserat said.
Capri did not immediately return a Washington Post request for comment. Capri Holdings CEO John D. Idol said in a news release Thursday that the termination of the merger allows the company to focus "on the future."
"Looking ahead, I remain confident in Capri's long-term growth potential," Idol said.
But Capri has difficult days ahead, Saunders said: "The company has been badly managed and has neglected its brands in the belief that a merger would happen. ... Capri now faces walking the long road to recovery alone."
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CFPB looks to place Google under federal supervision, setting up clash
The CFPB aims to conduct more rigorous direct oversight of the tech firm, a major move that Google has resisted in the final months of the Biden administration.
By Tony Romm | 2024-11-14

The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau headquarters in Washington, D.C., on May 14, 2021. (Andrew Kelly/Reuters)


The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau has taken steps to place Google under formal federal supervision, an extraordinary move that could subject the technology giant to the regular inspections and other rigorous monitoring that the government imposes on major banks.
Google has fiercely resisted the idea over months of highly secretive talks, according to two people familiar with the discussions, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe them -- setting up what may ultimately be a major legal clash with vast implications for the CFPB's powers in the digital age.
The exact scope of the CFPB's concerns is not clear, and its order does not appear to be final. The political fate of the bureau's work under Director Rohit Chopra is also in doubt, as the watchdog agency braces for potentially significant changes to its leadership and agenda with the return of President-elect Donald Trump to the White House.
Jose Castaneda, a spokesman for Google, declined to comment. The CFPB also declined.
Formed in the aftermath of the 2008 financial crisis, the CFPB has broad powers to protect consumers from unfair, deceptive or predatory financial practices. That includes the ability to place certain firms under supervision, a status that can afford regulators direct access to the company's internal records to ensure their activities are sound -- and seek fixes if they are not.
The CFPB already conducts these inspections at large banks and credit unions, which have been subject to supervision -- by other state and federal regulators -- for many years. But Chopra has expressed recent alarm that the government does not always apply the same oversight to technology companies, even at a time when the financial tools they provide are similar to the bank accounts and payment systems long under close watch.
Google, for example, offers financial services including Google Wallet, which stores credit cards digitally and allows users to pay at registers with their mobile phones. (It previously offered another app, called Google Pay, which allowed U.S. users until this June to send each other cash.) Hundreds of customers have complained about Google's services in comments to the CFPB in recent years, alleging that they experienced trouble with unauthorized charges on their accounts.
To supervise Google, the agency must identify the company's activities as a risk to consumers. Simultaneously, the CFPB has also worked to finalize a broader set of rules that could allow it to impose supervision across the tech industry, covering not only the search giant but other large firms, including Amazon, Apple and PayPal-owned Venmo. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.)
The companies have fiercely lobbied against the proposal, arguing the oversight is unnecessary, exceeds the CFPB's legal authorities and threatens to harm small- and medium-sized firms, which pose no threat to consumers. Many in Silicon Valley have expressed particular concern that CFPB inspections could permit the government to scrutinize entire businesses, not just their financial offerings.
"Digital payment apps and nonbank entities differ from banking institutions in their function, characteristics, and capabilities," the Computers & Communication Industry Association, a lobbying group for companies including Amazon, Apple and Google, told the CFPB in January. "Hence, they should not be subject to the same supervisory authority as banks and credit unions."
The scrutiny of Google underscores the CFPB's broader focus on the power and reach of the tech industry, particularly as some companies -- already in possession of vast troves of consumers' data -- have looked to harness more information about users' spending habits.
Chopra has warned that this dynamic allows the largest tech companies to solidify their market dominance and stifle competition, though many in the industry deny that charge. He opened a formal agency inquiry targeting the industry in 2021, issuing a series of information requests to major firms to learn more about their financial tools and data-collection practices.
Since then, the CFPB has signaled a greater willingness to invoke its supervision authorities: Chopra said in 2022 the agency would look to "hold nonbanks to the same standards that banks are held to," and this February, he spelled out its thinking as part of an order to supervise World Acceptance, an installment lender. The agency said at the time it would provide notices to companies, which can consent to oversight or contest it, at which point the confidential federal process can become public.
The CFPB has looked to place other tech companies under supervision in recent months: It implemented such reviews for the fintech company Affirm, which offers a "buy now, pay later" service that helps people obtain short-term loans for large purchases. The company did not fight back, and disclosed the oversight in a filing to investors, later saying it welcomed the CFPB's oversight.
The supervision orders coincide with a recent ramp-up in agency enforcement targeting major technology platforms and services. In October, for example, the bureau announced $90 million in penalties against Apple and Goldman Sachs for the way they offered their joint credit card, alleging they misled consumers. Apple in particular later said it disagreed with the CFPB's findings but worked with the agency to resolve the matter.
The CFPB also appears to be investigating Meta, the owner of Facebook and Instagram, around its use of financial data and ads, the social-media giant disclosed in a recent securities filing. And the agency also has probed Block, the owner of Cash App, targeting its "handling of customer complaints and disputes," the company told investors.
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Work Advice: Co-worker uses team chat as his personal platform
My co-worker dominates our office chat site with his oversharing and judgmental comments. How can I cope?
By Karla Miller | 2024-11-14

(iStock)


Reader: I work in a partially remote group of a dozen or so people. One employee greatly abuses our chat site and uses it like his own social media site. There's no filter or attempt to keep it focused on work.
For example, he overshares personal information such as what he just had done at the dentist or doctor's office; pest control problems at his home; memes he thinks are funny; the oddball diet he's on and how anyone eating anything else is horrible; and endless detailed complaints about minor workday annoyances that we all experience but keep to ourselves.
His work is generally good, but he's not very nice and I don't like him. Most of the time, everyone ignores him. Occasionally he might get a "thumbs up" from a manager when he posts something work-related.
He doesn't get the hint that no one is responding, and I'm so worn out. Occasionally I'll say: "That's more detail than I wanted to know." But that doesn't seem to slow it down. Management doesn't say a word about the oversharing.
He says he's staying at this job until he retires, 10 or more years from now. Any advice for me?
Karla: To summarize: You're depleted and disgusted by incessant exposure to the banal, unseemly, judgmental blathering of someone who isn't very nice and whom you don't like. And no one's shutting him up, so you're stuck with him until he supposedly leaves the job some years from now.
I think many of us can identify with that.
The good news is that your guy seems to have little to no authority over anyone else. Your managers' tepid acknowledgment of his sporadic on-point contributions is hardly an endorsement. It sounds as if you can safely deny him space in your brain without worrying about any actual damage he might do. He's all prattle, no power.
Technology might offer you solutions to the very problem it's enabling. Most chat platforms let you prioritize and de-prioritize messages based on subject, sender and other parameters. If you don't have a help desk or tech-savvy colleague available, an internet search for how to sort messages on your platform should turn up some instructions. An "out of sight, out of mind" filter would probably ease 90 percent of your frustration.
Of course, you risk missing an actual work-related message if everything coming from this co-worker gets muted or flagged as spam. But I would see that as an opportunity to request some tech usage policies from management to prevent future misconnections. Is the chat platform meant to allow everyone to socialize even while working remotely -- in which case you can tune it out at will? Or is it primarily a productivity tool that needs to be kept clear of nonwork content?
Aside from technology, I recommend you follow everyone else's lead in dealing with this living spambot: Stop responding to him.
For some people, "that is more detail than I wanted to know" is sufficient notice that they need to drop the subject. Or they might just think you're wryly amused. Others might not be wired to process a message subtler than: "Please stop talking about that; it's tiresome/irrelevant/disgusting/inappropriate for work." And, of course, there are the antisocial types who take any direct protest as an invitation to double down on whatever disturbance they are causing.
If you're in a position or an environment where you can get away with being blunt, or if you suspect your colleague falls into the socially-clueless-but-not-antagonistic category of person, you might have nothing to lose by saying in private that you find his personal monologues disruptive and would appreciate if he could limit his postings to work matters. But then, if that were a viable option for you, I assume you would already have tried it.
In the end, if you can't block him out with technology or shut him down with social cues, and you want to continue working with this group, you're going to have to find some way to condition yourself to be less reactive to his nonstop inanities. Pity him as lonely and desperate for connection. Dismiss him as weird but harmless. Write him into a book in which you finish him off any way you please. Remind yourself of the blessing of having a bigger inner life than he's revealing to everyone.
Incidentally, if he crosses any lines that could be HR trip wires, such as sharing racist or sexist memes or prying into others' medical status, the appropriate approach is neither technological nor psychological, but organizational: Document and report your concerns to management and HR. Those enforcement systems aren't perfect, but they have the means and mandate to deal with bad behavior that goes beyond annoying to actionable.
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Trump aides explore plans to boost Musk effort by wresting control from Congress
The White House could challenge or seek to change a 1974 law that blocks presidents from choosing which programs to fund.
By Jeff Stein, Elizabeth Dwoskin, Cat Zakrzewski, Jacob Bogage | 2024-11-14

Tech billionaire Elon Musk listens to Donald Trump during a campaign event last month in Butler, Pennsylvania. President-elect Trump announced Tuesday night that Musk will co-chair an outside panel to cut federal spending, known as the Department of Government Efficiency. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


President-elect Donald Trump's aides are readying unconventional strategies to implement at least some recommendations from a new government spending commission with or without congressional approval, according to two people with knowledge of the matter, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to reflect private deliberations.
On Tuesday, Trump announced that tech billionaire Elon Musk and former GOP presidential hopeful Vivek Ramaswamy would jointly lead a "Department of Government Efficiency" that would produce recommendations on overhauling U.S. agencies -- an effort that people in Musk's orbit say would aim to apply slash-and-burn business ideologies to the U.S. government. The commission will officially operate outside of the administration but work with the White House budget office, Trump said.
Although changes to government spending typically require an act of Congress, Trump aides are exploring plans to challenge a 1974 budget law in a way that would give the White House the power to unilaterally adopt the Musk commission's proposals, one of the people said. It is unclear if Trump will ask Congress to approve changes to the budget law or first appeal to the courts to do so, though aides have previously endorsed either approach. Ramaswamy, a former pharmaceutical executive who has said he would "stop funding agencies that waste money" and don't operate on meritocratic principles, has publicly called on Congress to repeal the law and has suggested workarounds if it is not repealed.
That effort, if successful, could give Trump far greater authority to remake the federal budget on his own, altering the balance of power among the branches of government. During the 2024 presidential campaign, Trump and many of his senior advisers publicly vowed to assert unilateral authority to rescind some federal funds, after Trump's attempts to block aid to Ukraine led to his impeachment during his first term.
If the White House were to simply assert more power without Congress first changing the law, it could trigger a constitutional showdown over a bedrock aspect of the federal government, the power of the purse.
Some legal experts say that the courts would probably strike down any attempt to unilaterally rewrite federal spending laws, but some Trump allies are optimistic the Supreme Court, which now has a significant conservative majority, might rule in their favor. Trump's former budget director, Russell Vought, blasted the 1974 law the day before Trump's first term ended, saying it promoted "the very opposite of what good government should be," and he said last year on Trump adviser Stephen K. Bannon's podcast that he thought the law was unconstitutional. Vought is widely expected to return to the administration in a senior role.
Musk's and Ramaswamy's commission could have a far greater impact if Trump can implement its recommendations without congressional approval. Musk, the Tesla and SpaceX chief executive who also owns the social media site X, has promised to cut as much as $2 trillion from the federal budget -- a number that nonpartisan budget experts have panned as wildly unrealistic. But even partial adoption of the commission's recommendations could have repercussions for thousands of programs and millions of federal workers. Trump also would be likely to have broad, and less controversial, authority to abolish federal regulations targeted by Musk and Ramaswamy. Ramaswamy has also proposed another workaround that wouldn't be as controversial: cutting half a trillion dollars from programs that Congress has allowed to expire.
Newt Gingrich, the former House speaker and occasional Trump adviser, said the incoming White House is likely to try a two-pronged strategy -- asking Congress to approve Musk's proposed spending cuts, while also testing the limits of its power to rescind funds unilaterally. Lawmakers typically safeguard their spending powers, and even many Republican lawmakers are unlikely to quickly green-light the "drastic" changes to the federal government that Trump has promised the commission would bring.
Musk has nicknamed the commission the "DOGE," a reference to a cryptocurrency he has supported that bears the face of a Shiba Inu dog. Musk said in a tweet on Tuesday night that all of the DOGE's actions would be posted online and that the organization would have a leaderboard "for most insanely dumb spending of your tax dollars." He also promised good merch. Ramaswamy told The Washington Post the commission "would not go gently."
"There's no reason the two can't exist in parallel -- you impound something large enough to be worth fighting for, someone sues, and you fight it out in the courts. ... It's an obvious thing to try, and I've heard Russ [Vought] talk about it," Gingrich said. "And at the same time, the Musk commission's first job is to show the American people the scale of waste and missed opportunity."
Some Republican lawmakers welcomed the prospect of unilateral White House action on spending.
Rep. Ralph Norman (R-South Carolina), a member of the House Budget Committee, said in an interview that Trump and Musk should rely on impoundment authorities in part because "it's hard enough to cut anything" in Congress.
"It's constitutional to freeze the money and hold it up. ... With Trump, we can do that," Norman said.
But Democratic officials and even some Republicans said it would be illegal for the White House to usurp congressional authority by consolidating more power in the executive branch, and that the courts wouldn't stand for it.
"I think it will fall short -- the impoundment is just not what they think it is. They cannot sign things into law and then reshape them at their will," said Doug Holtz-Eakin, president of the American Action Forum, a conservative-leaning think tank. "They can't restructure the entire government. Congress has to do it. In the end, they don't have the authority to do it."
Stymied by his 2019 efforts to block congressionally approved military aid to Ukraine, Trump and his top allies have since promised to try to revamp federal budget law. They have in particular targeted the Impoundment Control Act, which was enacted after the Watergate scandals to limit presidential authority to withhold funding for specific programs.
As a presidential candidate, Trump said he would work with Congress to repeal the law and also said the president should have the authority to pull back funds. Mark Paoletta, who served as a budget office attorney in Trump's first term, has also called the impoundment law "unconstitutional" and said the president should be allowed to order agencies to cancel federal spending without Congress. Ramaswamy, too, vowed to upend the budget law: "I will call on Congress to repeal or amend the 1974 Impoundment Control Act and will stop funding agencies that waste money or have outlived their purpose," he wrote in 2023 as a presidential candidate.
Paoletta and other conservatives have argued that presidents before 1974 regularly asserted their authority to claw back federal spending. Conservatives have cited the nation's rising fiscal imbalance to justify dramatic action to curtail spending, although the national debt rose by more than $7 trillion during Trump's first term. The federal debt is now nearly $36 trillion and rose substantially under the Biden administration.
"Donald Trump recently announced that if he is reelected he will establish a commission on government efficiency, headed by Elon Musk, to audit government programs and recommend 'drastic reforms' to cut wasteful spending," Paoletta wrote in an op-ed published in the National Review last month. "For this effort, we say, 'Impound, baby, impound.'"
Many legal scholars have disputed their reasoning, saying the law would not countenance a situation in which "the Musk commission could identify any money they want to cancel and just say they're not going to do it," said Eloise Pasachoff, a budget and appropriations law expert at Georgetown Law School.
That, she said, would be "a complete workaround on what Congress has repeatedly said in statute ... is its constitutional power of the purse."
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Democrats make last stand for unions ahead of Trump administration
The National Labor Relations Board on Wednesday ruled to ban employers nationwide from forcing workers to attend anti-union meetings.
By Lauren Kaori Gurley | 2024-11-13

President Joe Biden onstage before speaking at the UA Local 692 Sprinkler Fitters hall this month in Philadelphia. Biden delivered remarks on his administration's support for labor unions. (Heather Khalifa/Getty Images)


In a final push to bolster union rights ahead of a Trump presidency, the National Labor Relations Board on Wednesday banned employers nationwide from forcing workers to attend antiunion meetings.
Separately, Democrats are also deploying a last-ditch effort to try to get the Senate to reconfirm NLRB Chair Lauren McFerran in the last December session, allowing the agency to maintain a Democratic majority and continue its labor-friendly rulings into the next Trump administration.
These efforts could help President Joe Biden cement his legacy as the most pro-union president since Franklin D. Roosevelt and protect efforts to safeguard unionized workers in a Trump administration. But labor experts widely expect the Trump administration to swiftly undo Biden-era gains for unions.
The Biden administration "and his NLRB have been one of the most effective and aggressive in modern history at protecting workers' rights to organize," said Kate Andrias, a labor law professor at Columbia Law School. "I think that we're likely to see many of those achievements undone under the Trump administration."
The NLRB is also expected to push through a number of union-friendly decisions in the coming weeks, including cases involving workers at Amazon and in the gig economy. In a separate decision involving Starbucks baristas, the agency also ruled last week that employers cannot tell workers that unionizing will hurt their relationship with management, overturning a 1985 precedent.
Wednesday's long-awaited decision states that forcing workers to attend employer speeches on unions, known as "captive audience" meetings, is illegal because such meetings have a "tendency to interfere with and coerce employees in the exercise" of their union rights.
Such meetings, in which employers warn workers that there are risks and harms in unionizing, are a highly effective and widespread practice deployed by companies, including Amazon, Starbucks, Apple and Trader Joe's. Amazon spent more than $17 million from 2022 to 2023 on consultants hired to convince its warehouse workers against unionizing, according to federal disclosures.
"Banning captive audience meetings is incredibly significant because employers believe they work," said Sharon Block, a labor law professor at Harvard University and a former Democratic NLRB member.
Wednesday's ruling involved mandatory meetings Amazon held at a Staten Island warehouse "urging the employees to reject union representation," according to the NLRB. That warehouse became the first at the company to unionize in 2022. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.)
"This decision ignores over 75 years of precedent, contradicts the express language of the NLRA, and violates the First Amendment," said Mary Kate Paradis, an Amazon spokesperson, adding that the company intends to appeal the decision. "Meetings like this are held by many companies, because the decision about whether or not to join a union is an important one, and employees deserve to understand the facts so they can make an informed choice."
The NLRB made clear in its ruling that employers may hold such meetings as long as they are notified in advance that meetings are voluntary and no attendance records are kept.
Michael Lotito, an attorney at Littler Mendelson, a firm representing employers, said that banning captive audience meetings "chills First Amendment rights" and "really means stop speaking about unions."
Meanwhile, Democrats and labor unions are pushing Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) to put NLRB chair McFerran before a vote during the lame-duck session. Labor advocates say they can secure the necessary Senate votes. But they worry that Schumer will prioritize judicial nominations over her nomination, which has been packaged with a Republican nomination. In the midst of all this, allies of Donald Trump have discussed taking the step of firing the Democratic members of the NLRB, in a challenge to legal precedent.
"If she's reconfirmed, the so-called nuclear option will be examined," said Roger King of HR Policy Association, a trade group representing human resource officers, adding that McFerran's "very extremist agenda" under the board's current top prosecutor is the "main reason for concern and opposition."
Without her renomination, Republicans stand to gain a majority next year and could immediately start reversing union-friendly rulings, including ones that makes it easier for gig workers and other low-wage workers to unionize, and another that allows the board to seek new forms of relief for workers fired for union organizing. McFerran's reconfirmation would secure a Democratic majority on the board until 2026.
Two senior White House officials told The Washington Post that they believe many of the Biden-era achievements for unions will endure into the Trump administration, including provisions in major spending bills intended to incentivize employers to hire union labor in clean energy and manufacturing. They also pointed to the administration's efforts to give millions of workers access to overtime pay and help secure union contracts with historic wage gains at the Big 3 automakers, Boeing and others.
Biden officials, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to publicly discuss the issues, said they expect many of these initiatives to remain, because undoing them could reduce pay for working-class people.
But many employers are hopeful that these efforts, especially the NLRB's labor-friendly rulings, will be reversed under Trump.
"There is real pent-up anger in the management community as to how far the current NLRB has gone in changing the law," said Lotito, the Littler Mendelson attorney.
Trump won the majority of lower-income voters and gained ground with union members, despite the Biden administration's myriad gains for organized labor. That shift has Democrats, long the party aligned with the working class and unions, concerned about their political future.
Under the Biden administration, filings for union elections have doubled, but the share of American workers in unions has waned, reaching an all-time low last year. Labor experts say that while Biden's pro-union policies have invigorated unions, the vast majority of mostly nonunion working-class voters have not been directly affected by the pro-union policies.
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DirecTV says it will walk away from Dish deal after bondholders' rejection
DirecTV said it will abandon a plan to buy its satellite television rival after some bondholders refused to accept a steep discount on Dish parent EchoStar's debt.
By Hannah Ziegler, Aaron Gregg | 2024-11-13

Dish is one of the two largest satellite television providers in the United States. (Paul Sakuma/AP) 


Some bondholders wouldn't accept a discount, so DirecTV said it will give up its plan to buy rival Dish.
Bondholders of Dish parent EchoStar rejected DirecTV's acquisition terms for its satellite rival, casting uncertainty over the future for two main players in the declining satellite television industry. The proposal called for DirecTV to buy Dish for $1 and assume EchoStar's debt load, which sits at $9.75 billion. But the proposal would have required the bondholders of that EchoStar debt to give up at least $1.5 billion.
"The debt holders are saying, 'You need us to get the deal through, and we're not going to do it at that much of a discount,'" said Jonathan Chaplin, an analyst with New Street Research. "DirecTV is saying, 'We're paying full price for the asset and we don't have any more discount to give. And Dish is saying, 'We're selling the asset for nothing, for a dollar, so we've got no more value to give, either.' So there's an impasse."
The two companies had hoped that the deal would make at least one satellite TV provider viable in an era dominated by cord-cutting, and allow them to lower prices by cutting costs.
Now, DirecTV is walking away from the plan. "A successful [debt] exchange was a condition for acquiring the Dish video business," a DirecTV spokesperson said Wednesday in an email sent to The Washington Post and other news organizations. "Given the outcome of the EchoStar exchange, DirecTV will have no choice but to terminate the acquisition of Dish by midnight Nov. 22."
DirecTV and EchoStar said Wednesday that they can survive without joining forces.
EchoStar now has a "more robust foundation" for its business that is independent of the deal's outcome, spokesperson Ted Wietecha said Wednesday. He highlighted $2.5 billion in financing that EchoStar obtained in September to pay its upcoming debt maturity, as well as other funds that are unaffected by the transaction's failure.
DirecTV had hoped to add around 8 million subscribers from Dish and SlingTV, which is also owned by EchoStar. Dish, a well-known mainstay of satellite television, had been looking for a financial lifeline to keep it out of bankruptcy.
In a note Wednesday, Craig Moffett, an analyst for MoffettNathanson, said EchoStar is "all but insolvent" after the bondholders' rejection of the debt terms. The simplest path to get the deal back on track, Moffett wrote, would be for TPG Capital, the private equity firm that would own the merged DirecTV/Dish Network, to "sweeten the deal" for bondholders, but that seems unlikely since the companies have already attempted to boost the value of the proposed swap.
EchoStar bondholders have been vocal that a $1.5 billion discount is too high, so it's unsurprising that they rejected the deal's terms, Chaplin said.
Chaplin believes EchoStar bondholders are far better off with a bad deal than none at all, but there wasn't a robust back-and-forth discussion about the deal's terms, leaving all three parties unwilling to cede value, he said.
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Trump's tariffs, explained
Let's look at a family picnic to see how Trump's tariff policies could affect prices for you.
By Jeff Stein, Kaitlin Brito | 2024-11-13
Tariffs emerged as one of the most important flash points in the 2024 presidential election. President-elect Donald Trump promised massive new duties of at least 10 percent on all imports, characterizing tariffs as a solution to everything from paying off the federal debt to helping solve the nation's child-care crisis. His opponent, Vice President Kamala Harris, attacked Trump's plan as a "national sales tax" that could send inflation soaring and cost the average American family thousands of dollars every year.
If Trump makes his plans a reality once he's back in office, what would happen in the U.S. economy? And how do tariffs work? Join us on a tariff picnic to see.




































This article was updated and republished after the election. In this theoretical scenario, we used the prices of real goods available online and the tariff schedule detailed online by the U.S. International Trade Commission. The estimation of how much a 20 percent universal tariff would cost a middle-class American family comes from the Peterson Institute for International Economics.
Written by Jeff Stein. Illustrated by Kaitlin Brito. Edited by Mike Madden, Karly Domb Sadof and Hannah Good. Design editing by Christine Ashack and Betty Chavarria. Copy edited by Jordan Melendrez.
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House narrowly rejects bill to give U.S. new power to vet nonprofits
Some Democrats worry the bill could give the incoming Trump administration broad new power to leverage the IRS against nonprofit organizations seen as political opponents.
By Jacob Bogage | 2024-11-13

House Speaker Mike Johnson speaks during a campaign rally for then-presidential candidate Donald Trump at Madison Square Garden in New York on Oct. 27. (Angela Weiss/AFP/Getty Images) 


The House on Tuesday narrowly rejected legislation that would make it easier for the incoming Trump administration to strip nonprofit organizations' tax-exempt status, in a vote that some lawmakers considered an early test of Congress's appetite for giving more power to a president-elect who has spoken of seeking retribution against political enemies.
The Stop Terror-Financing and Tax Penalties on American Hostages Act allows the treasury secretary to revoke nonprofit status for groups suspected of providing "material support or resources" to terrorist organizations. That designation would be made at the sole discretion of the secretary, with no role for Congress in the determination. The bill also relieves penalties for American hostages held overseas who don't file tax returns or pay taxes while detained.
The hostage provisions have been hailed on Capitol Hill, and all but one House Republican voted in favor of the legislation, as did 52 Democrats. (It failed because it needed a two-thirds majority to pass the House, for procedural reasons.) But most liberals renounced the measure -- which previously had wider bipartisan support -- citing Trump's election and his threats toward his supposed enemies.
"Under a new President-elect Donald Trump, this proposed law could be punitive," Rep. Mark Takano (D-California) said on the House floor. "The notion of giving President-elect Trump the power to take away the tax-exempt status of nonprofits associated with his so-called political opponents is staggering, yet here we are."
Trump told the TV host Dr. Phil this summer that "sometimes revenge can be justified." His former chief of staff, John F. Kelly, told the New York Times that during Trump's first term, he repeatedly suggested to advisers that the IRS investigate his adversaries. The Washington Post previously reported that Trump frequently complained about his own interactions with the tax agency and was well-versed in allegations that previous administrations had used the IRS as a political weapon.
During a committee meeting on the bill before the election, a senior Democrat voiced concern about the bill under a potential Trump administration.
"Let's suppose we had an administration that vowed to wreak vengeance on its opponents," Rep. Lloyd Doggett (D-Texas) asked an expert witness testifying before the committee. "To prosecute lawyers, political operatives, illegal voters and corrupt election officials to the fullest extent of the law, and impose long prison sentences on them; someone who believes that those who don't clap for him are traitors; someone who believes that someone who worked to bring him to justice in the courts or worked tirelessly to assure his defeat -- would there be any limitation on that president's treasury secretary on designating a 'terrorist supporting organization' and strip that organization of its nonprofit status?"
Doggett still voted earlier to advance the legislation to the House floor. In an interview Tuesday, he said he opposed its final passage.
"I think in view of Trump's election, this bill basically authorizes him to impose a death penalty on any nonprofit in America or any civil society group that happens to be on his enemies list and claim that they're a terrorist," Doggett told The Post. "Whether it's a hospital performing an abortion, a community news outlet that he doesn't think is giving him sufficient attention, or basically anyone, certainly groups that might be trying to assist migrants in this country. My concern is a broad one."
Rep. Don Beyer (Virginia), one of the Democratic leaders of the hostage tax provision, also voted against the bill on the floor.
Representatives from the Trump campaign and transition team did not immediately respond to requests for comment.
Supporters of the legislation called it necessary.
"Tax-exempt status must be denied to any entity found to have provided material support to a terrorist organization. We must starve the aggressors of the resources they need to commit more atrocities," Ways and Means Committee Chair Jason T. Smith (R-Missouri) said Tuesday on the House floor.
Groups that provide "support" to terrorist groups -- defined in federal law as financial, material or logistical assistance, with exemptions for medicine and religious items -- are already subject to having their nonprofit status revoked. They fall under the same provisions that regulate terrorist activity and financing, and those convicted under the statute could face a decades-long prison sentence. The House's bill would create a new suspension and review process for nonprofit groups, according to the nonpartisan Congressional Research Service.
The ACLU and more than 100 other civil liberties groups wrote to House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) in September to say the measure "raises significant constitutional concerns" and "creates a high risk of politicized and discriminatory enforcement."
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Inflation rose right before the election, posing challenges for Trump
Wednesday's report shows inflation edged up at a 2.6 percent annual rate in October, compared with a 2.4 percent gain in the previous month. 
By Andrew Ackerman | 2024-11-13

A person shops for eggs at a grocery store in Chicago in September. (Nam Y. Huh/AP)


Inflation rose modestly in the lead-up to last week's presidential election, a sign that underlying economic forces keeping prices elevated will continue as Donald Trump returns to the White House.
The consumer price index increased by 2.6 percent in October from a year earlier, according to the Labor Department, in line with economists' expectations and hotter than a 2.4 percent rise in September. Prices were also up by 0.2 percent between September and October, which was the same pace as in each of the three previous months.
Inflation dominated the list of top concerns of Americans who voted out incumbents in federal elections, even as inflation has eased this year. Overall prices remain much higher than in 2019, just before the pandemic.
The biggest factor that has kept monthly prices from falling to a level that consumers are more satisfied with is housing. The market shows no signs of easing at any point, amid a national shortage of new housing and mortgage rates that continue to climb despite consecutive interest rate cuts from the Federal Reserve. (Mortgage rates track 10-year Treasury rates, which have climbed since September.)
Shelter costs drove more than half of October's monthly increase in consumer prices. They also contributed more than 65 percent to a 3.3 percent rise in annualized "core" prices that factor out volatile food and energy categories to better reflect underlying inflation trends.
Despite significant progress overall, inflation appears stuck with annual price increases above 2.5 percent, said Jason Furman, who served as a senior economist in the Obama administration and who now teaches at Harvard University.
"We're seeing the evidence mount that the last mile of disinflation will indeed be the hardest," he said.
That could be a challenge for Republicans assuming power in January at the White House, the Senate and probably the House, as the road to conquering inflation could be a long way off.
"We are seemingly in a 2.5 to 3.0 percent inflation economy," said Douglas Holtz-Eakin, president of the American Action Forum, a conservative think tank. "Meanwhile, the Fed is becoming less restrictive and fiscal policy continues to be inflationary. I would be very cautious about the inflation outlook," he added.
The inflation report showed a couple of volatile categories that helped fuel some of the monthly rise. Prices for used cars and trucks, which typically rise after hurricane-triggered destruction of property, rose 2.7 percent. Meanwhile, a warm fall also helped fuel a 1.2 percent rise in electricity prices. Airline fares and medical care also increased in October.
Gasoline prices declined for the third straight month and have fallen in five of the past six months. Prices for eggs fell 6.4 percent in October but remain 30.4 percent higher than they were in October 2023.
Inflation has  cooled significantly from dangerously high levels in 2022, yet Trump's return to office next year comes as the Fed is seeking to lower rates -- to bolster the labor market -- without sparking more inflation. Economists say Trump's proposals, which include higher tariffs on U.S. trading partners and mass deportations of undocumented immigrants, could add to inflation.
Federal Reserve Chair Jerome H. Powell, speaking to reporters last week, left the door open to another rate cut at the final policy meeting of the Fed this year in December but dismissed most questions about Trump's win, saying that, "in the near term, the election will have no effect on our policy decisions."
Markets still expect one more rate cut at next month's Fed meeting, pricing in an 86 percent likelihood of another quarter-point cut as of Wednesday morning.
Shelter and services prices remain an issue but are probably insufficient to deter the Fed from moving forward with another rate cut at its next meeting, said Joe Brusuelas, chief economist at RSM.
The Fed's benchmark rate now sits between 4.50 and 4.75 percent. Interest rate cuts trickle through the financial sector to make an array of consumer and business loans cheaper.
Recent data has shown signs of economic strength, with promising growth, consumer spending and unemployment figures. But there are also warning signs: The economy picked up just 12,000 jobs in October, the slowest pace in nearly four years, as a labor market cooldown was exacerbated by major hurricanes and labor strikes.
Another important gauge of inflation comes with Thursday's release of the producer price index.
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GM recalls 462,000 pickup trucks and SUVs over transmission issues
A transmission issue in some diesel engine vehicles can cause harsh shifting and rear-wheels to lock, according to documents filed with regulators.
By Shannon Najmabadi | 2024-11-13

Some Chevrolet Silverado diesel pickup trucks from model years 2020-2022 are part of the latest GM recall. (Charles Krupa/AP) 


General Motors is recalling almost 462,000 diesel-engine pickup trucks and SUVs over a transmission issue that can cause rear wheels to lock, increasing the risk of a crash, according to regulators.
The recall affects certain Cadillac Escalade, Chevrolet Suburban, Chevrolet Tahoe, GMC Yukon and Yukon XL vehicles from model year 2021, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. It also covers some 2020 to 2022 Chevrolet Silverados and GMC Sierras.
Some of the affected models have a transmission control valve that is susceptible to excessive wear, which can cause a drop in pressure within the valve and unexpected movements, documents posted by the safety regulator said. The recall does not affect gasoline-powered vehicles, which use a different transmission.
Car owners are expected to be notified starting Dec. 9. Dealers will install software to monitor for excessive wear and prevent wheel lockup from occurring. General Motors will cover the cost of repairs.
NHTSA and General Motors discussed an owner complaint potentially related to the issue in January. In June, a General Motors engineer reported a customer claimed the wheels of their 2021 Sierra 2500 HD pickup locked while towing a trailer. General Motors in September identified about 1,900 reports of alleged wheel lockups, including a few incidents where vehicles veered off the roadway and incurred minor property damage as a result.
"The safety and satisfaction of our customers are our highest priorities, and we're working to resolve this matter as quickly as possible," General Motors said in a statement.
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How to make tteokgalbi, Korea's ultra-juicy hamburger without a bun
Toasted sesame oil, garlic, ginger and soy sauce give these beef patties a memorable scent and taste.
By Daniela Galarza | 2024-11-14

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Carolyn Robb for The Washington Post)


This column comes from the Eat Voraciously newsletter. Sign up here to get one weeknight dinner recipe, tips for substitutions, techniques and more in your inbox Monday through Thursday.
Historians have suggested that the hamburger can be traced back to one of many possible origins, including: ancient Rome; the 1747 cookbook "The Art of Cookery" by Hannah Glasse; recipes for frikadelle, a smashed panfried meatball popular in German, Polish and Nordic cuisines; the mid-19th-century wave of German immigration -- especially from Hamburg -- to the United States; the invention of the meat grinder in the 19th century; and Louis' Lunch, the place that the Library of Congress credits with serving the first fried ground-beef patty sandwiched between two slices of bread in 1900.
It's the bread that trips most people up. Can a hamburger be a hamburger if it isn't served in a bun? If you're in this camp, you might say the first hamburger, as we know it today, was invented in 1916 by Walt Anderson, a short-order cook from Kansas who went on to co-found White Castle.
Regardless, nearly a full century after Anderson's burger hit the market, Matt Rodbard, editor in chief of Taste Cooking -- and a friend and former editor of mine -- was at a modernist restaurant in Seoul when he was served what looked a lot like a hamburger patty. "The closing savory course was tteokgalbi. It was kind of basic in presentation, though delicious," Rodbard told me recently. He was struck by how "ground beef could be seasoned with such care. It was the best hamburger I ever had -- without a bun, of course."
Get the recipe: Tteokgalbi (Korean Beef Patties)
Rodbard has been to Korea many times since, and when he teamed up with chef Deuki Hong (for the second time) and photographer Alex Lau for "Koreaworld: A Cookbook," they decided that this book would be "a true documentary cookbook." Their plan: visit a neighborhood, market or restaurant, shoot photos of whatever there was to see, taste everything there was to taste, then develop recipes based on their interviews, notes and memories when they got back home.
One day, on location in Seoul, the three men walked into Mangwon Market. There, they encountered a vendor "grilling up patties, 30 or so at a time, and there was a line," Rodbard said. Lau snapped a photo.

(Photos by Alex Lau)


A lot of popular restaurant and street food -- I'm thinking of Mexico City's multicomponent tacos, South Asia's layered chaat dishes, China's delicate dim sum -- is too complicated or labor-intensive to efficiently make at home. But a dozen tteokgalbi, juicy and smelling of sesame, garlic, ginger and onion, can be on the table in under an hour.
Rodbard told me that tteokgalbi (literally, "cake ribs") is considered royal court cuisine. "I've been told that grinding or chopping the beef [away from the bone] was a way to introduce it to royals without the inelegance of eating meat off the bone," he said, noting that the texture and the fat content of finely chopped or ground short ribs make exceptional tteokgalbi. But ground chuck with a fat content of 20 percent works, too.
That's because of the care that goes into seasoning the meat. Toasted sesame oil, onion, scallion, mirin, sugar and ganjang (soy sauce) are gently mixed into the beef before it is shaped into large meatballs and left to rest in the fridge. This brief rest is essential; it allows the meat to absorb the seasonings, and the sugar and salt to dissolve.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Carolyn Robb for The Washington Post)


To cook them, you'll press each meatball into a hot, greased skillet. After a few minutes, flip them to let the other sides brown. The sugar encourages a crust to form on both sides; as it mingles with the proteins and fat, it caramelizes. To finish the patties, lower the heat and cover the pan. Any caramelized sugar that has collected on the bottom of the pan will melt into a rich sauce as soon as the condensation that collects under the lid drips down. Take a deep whiff (from a safe distance) when you uncover the pan. The sesame-scented steam, sweetened by the mirin and ginger and grounded by the garlic and soy sauce, is among the best things I've ever smelled.
"It's a combination that really appeals to many palates," Rodbard told me. I can't wait to try them when I get to Seoul, but until then, I'm making tteokgalbi at home on repeat. I've tested this recipe five times. I wanted to see whether I could say yes to the people who will ask if they can use lean ground meat, whether I could tell you that the salt, sugar or soy sauce are optional. Although you will end up with a cooked meat patty as long as you start with ground meat, this version of tteokgalbi is best if made as written.
Lastly, if you are curious about modern Korean food, which has been evolving rapidly both in Korea and in the United States, I highly recommend "Koreaworld." It's like a film in book form, with a slate of fantastic stories and recipes -- like this one.
Get the recipe: Tteokgalbi (Korean Beef Patties)
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Ask Sahaj: My ex's mom blackmailed him into breaking up with me
They were in a "secure and happy relationship" -- until his mom made them feel like their only option was to break up.
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2024-11-14

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Dear Sahaj: My ex and I (both South Asian) had to end a secure and happy relationship because his mother is extremely prejudiced against me and pressured him to the point where we both felt it was the only option. She used everything in the book you can think of to blackmail him into breaking up with me.
We've both been struggling with depression since. It has been hard to navigate how to prioritize ourselves while still honoring our families, especially when cultural expectations play such a huge role. I feel like this isn't talked about enough.
Would love to hear your perspective on how you prioritize yourself when your actions are visibly hurting your family and breaking your family apart?
-- Sad Girl
Sad Girl: The thought of disappointing family is so painful that you and your ex both struggle to differentiate your own sense of selves or needs from theirs. Maybe you feel like you owe them, or maybe they have always expected you to do what they want. Whatever it is, it's incredibly difficult for you -- and honestly, many South Asian kids -- to see yourself outside of your role as your parent's child. To disentangle your feelings from others', it's time to really parse what you feel.
Your empathy and understanding of what your ex is going through is palpable, but I also want you to consider the hierarchy of needs that seems present here: Your ex's mom, your ex and then you. This imbalance is common in South Asian culture and reflects who has more power. Your ex has taken his mom's feelings and views and internalized them as his responsibility. You have taken your ex's fears about hurting or losing his mom as your responsibility. But where does that leave your feelings around your ex's mom being prejudiced and now being broken up with because of it?
It's clear what your ex is willing to tolerate, but what are you willing to tolerate? Is it standing by as he figures out how to navigate hard conversations with his mom? Is it being understanding and accepting that he can't stand up for the relationship? I see that your concerns for him and his family are real, but I also see that you're accepting his family's norms as unchangeable. They're not.
Emotional blackmail hinges on the person being blackmailed -- your ex -- acquiescing to the blackmailer's -- your ex's mom -- demands. By giving in to his mom's demands, the cycle of blackmail is completed -- even if your ex is reacting from a place of guilt, fear or obligation. He has decided that the easier of two painful and uncomfortable paths (stay together and deal with his mom/ the fallout of the relationship, or give in to her demands) is to end things with you. Cultural expectations are of course at play here -- maybe your ex's mom is trying to save face in her community. But that's not an excuse for harmful behavior, and it's up to your ex to decide what he is or isn't willing to say and stand by with his mom.
Usually, taking on our loved ones' feelings doesn't actually help them. Instead it often fortifies their beliefs and feelings and removes any sense of accountability they should take for their actions. It also reinforces your belief that you are responsible for them. Remind yourself that you can be loving and supportive without taking on your ex's or your family's feelings.
With increased self-awareness you can start to challenge these harmful dynamics. Even if it feels countercultural, "honoring family" should not be a blind choice. Rather, it requires appreciation, respect and an ability to communicate. This means truly interrogating: Who is really getting hurt here? Why, really, does your happiness mean breaking the family apart? In what ways are you actually causing harm to your ex's family by being together? These are painful questions and are likely to be compounded by feelings of self-doubt and powerlessness from the emotional blackmail. Your ex may want to consider working with a professional to explore his needs and feelings and create an emotional -- if not physical -- distance from his mom. Therapy can also help you work through the impact of your ex's mom's behavior and the subsequent breakup.
Cultural expectations do inform choices, but I want to encourage you to challenge what is normalized just because it's cultural. To figure out your next step, you'll have to be radically honest with yourselves about what you are willing to risk, and willing to tolerate, for the things you want.
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3 ways to set a gorgeous holiday table, starting with stuff you own
Consider using flowers, vintage items or thrifted goods to make seasonal magic
By Jennifer Barger | 2024-11-14
Long before anyone was "fridgescaping" their refrigerator interiors with vases of roses and artfully arranged fruit, people were decking out their dinner tables with greenery, fancy plates and flowers. "Particularly at Christmas and other holidays, I put more effort and energy into making my tables really special," says Willow Crossley, a Cotswolds, England-based florist and author. "When you go to town with decorations, it's a way to really welcome people into your home."
Setting a gracious scene for Thanksgiving or winter holidays (Hanukkah, Christmas, Kwanzaa) doesn't mean you have to shell out a lot of money -- or head to HomeGoods or Target to buy up all the plates and glasses you can carry. Instead, consider using flowers, vintage or thrifted goods, or items you already own to make seasonal magic. Here's how several pros recommend creating a memorable holiday tablescape.
Decorating with natural materials -- dried corncobs for Thanksgiving or a fir tree in December -- brings the outside in during colder months. At the table, this might mean creating a runner of sorts with plants.
"I fill low vessels with smaller things like the succulents, air plants, or dried flowers and weave them down a table," says Anna Weaver, owner of Proper Topper, a gift, hat and plant shop in D.C. "Things that are green are both pretty and fit with most decor. Then just add something shiny like mercury glass balls or tinsel."

Here, Willow Crossley combines flowers and greenery with taper candles for a beautiful holiday decoration. (Genevieve Stevenson)


Crossley also favors shorter vessels because they make it easier for people to see one another across the table. She often fills them with single blooms (ranunculus or anemones, for example) interspersed with forced-bulb flowers such as paperwhites and amaryllis. Crossley sometimes loads cake stands or footed bowls with tiny oranges, wrapped candies or pomegranates. "It's like a Roman feast, and then the kids can nibble on things if they get hungry between courses," she says.
You can buy cut flowers at the expected spots -- grocery stores, flower shops -- or at Costco, which sells blooms in bulk at bargain prices. Flower wholesalers in some areas (including D.C.) allow non-pros to shop where the floral designers do, accessing lower prices, higher quality and more variety.
When choosing roses, carnations or other blooms, remember that you don't have to go with traditional holiday colors such as red and green, or blue and silver. "Play around with all white, or mix deep purple and burgundy," says Halima Adetona, a floral designer in D.C. "It doesn't have to feel like a Hallmark movie."

Laura Hodges suggests breaking out items you already own -- family china, everyday glasses and jam jars repurposed to hold flowers -- for an eco-friendly holiday table, such as this one she set in 2023. (Laura Hodges)



Fresh greenery dresses up Laura Hodges's 2023 holiday table. (Laura Hodges)


More than a month before Thanksgiving, websites for big-box retailers such as Williams Sonoma and World Market overflow with pumpkin-shaped punch bowls, table runners emblazoned with fall foliage and platters festooned with turkeys. "But it's wasteful to just purchase things you'll use for one meal a year," says Laura Fenton, a sustainability expert and the author of "The Little Book of Living Small." So unless you own a poultry or Christmas tree farm, set your holiday table with items that evoke the season instead of blatantly depicting it.
You can transform autumn leaves into place cards (write names on them with a metallic marker) or put out earth-toned napkins on Turkey Day. "In December, ask your local tree lot if they can give you some spare branches," says Sarah von Pollaro, a flower designer in Arlington, Virginia. "Then spread them down the middle of the table or put them in vases with flowers." Keep other decor simple and reusable, such as colorful lengths of ribbon tied in bows around candlesticks or napkins.
Then break out items you already own -- family china, everyday glasses and jam jars repurposed to hold flowers. "You don't need to buy a bunch of disposable plastic cups and plates just because people are coming over," says Laura Hodges, a Baltimore-based interior designer focused on sustainability. "I even use glass glasses for kids' parties."
Don't have enough dishes/knives/napkins for your holiday blowout? Consider borrowing supplies from a friend or tapping a party rental outfit -- many will hire out tableware even for smaller events.

Anna Weaver went with a vintage look for her 2023 holiday table, including a 19th-century textile repurposed as a tablecloth. (Anna Weaver)


Last December, Anna Weaver, a vintage dealer in D.C., dressed her holiday table with mid-century-modern white and silver plates, antique brass candlesticks, a 1980s ruby red vase and a 19th-century textile repurposed as a tablecloth. "A table is like a room: It needs to be layered to be interesting," Weaver says. Like many fans of retro decor, she advocates blending eras and styles to keep your tablescape hip and festive.
If you don't have a cabinet full of family heirlooms, thrift stores and estate sales are good sources for storied plates, glasses or serving ware. "If you want to try estate sales, most have photos up online [try EstateSales.net or EstateSale.com]," Weaver says. "Look at the images before you go, because it'll give you an idea of the household's taste and style. Ask yourself, 'Would I be best friends with this person?'" Weaver counsels buying things in sets -- say, six plates or eight glasses -- to be sure your table isn't too mismatched.
Or amass multiple pieces in a single color such as yellow or green. "Vintage glassware can be a real heavy hitter," says Libby Rasmussen, a D.C. social media consultant and owner of the vintage shop Libby and My. "Mix glasses in the same hues, but in different styles, with simple, modern plates from CB2 or West Elm." She's partial to the grassy green of 1930s Depression glass for a yuletide fete.
Another top vintage buy? Table linens, which tend to be higher quality and lower priced than modern stuff. "Older napkins can be so charming, and they don't even all need to match," Hodges says. "Just buy as many as you can in white."
For the ultimate throwback touch, nestle a few vintage holiday ornaments along the table. "I like to fill a big bowl with Shiny Brites, these mid-century glass balls which are really colorful," Weaver says. Or repurpose vintage postcards (snowy travel destinations, holiday scenes) as place cards.
Jennifer Barger is a writer in D.C. Find her on Instagram and via the Souvenirist, her newsletter about the intersection of design and travel.
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Asking Eric: Husband's bucket list plans exclude spouse
Husband's extreme sport activities post-retirement leave out his spouse.
By R. Eric  Thomas | 2024-11-14
Dear Eric: My husband and I have been married for more than 50 years and we have recently retired. I was looking forward to the free time to do more of the things we had talked about doing together. We have always been friends as well as spouses.
But it seemed almost immediately that my husband made a bucket list and started doing things he liked or thought he'd like. This includes extreme sports that require a great deal of training time and lessons. Then there are trips to execute the sports.
Whitewater rafting is an example. We live in the desert and I can't swim, so I can't join these activities. I'm happy he's happy but I'm thinking he's being a little selfish. I'm also feeling a little left out.
I've expressed my concern, but he thinks I'm just being silly, and he doesn't understand why I feel left out. Is this normal?
-- Left at Home
Left at Home: You're not being silly. Your husband strapped on a life jacket and took off across the desert like the cartoon Road Runner. It's no wonder you're feeling left out.
Let's chalk this up to less-than-deal time management and a zeal for this new phase of life. It's great that he's exploring new hobbies, but without a list of shared plans, your emotional bucket is going to feel empty.
Tell him that you don't begrudge his extreme sports, but you also want to check off some items you can do together. Did you make a list way back when? Pull it out and see what still excites you both. Or make a new list. And then whip out the calendars and start to make a plan.
We communicate what's valuable to us through how we spend our time. Your shared time together is likely also valuable to him, but it's going to need a little advocacy. Time may feel abundant right now, but calendars fill up fast.
Also, take some time and make a list of your own. What are the things that you can explore on your own or with friends while he's paddling through the rapids? Your time is also valuable.
Dear Eric: My good friend Helen and I both have 16-year-old daughters. Last year, my daughter made a small, beautifully decorated cake for Helen's daughter's birthday.
My daughter decided to gift Helen's daughter another cake this year. I didn't know this. Three weeks before the sweet 16 party, my daughter got a call from Helen's sister who used to be a baker. She started talking about my daughter making the cake for the entire party of 60. A week later, the baker sent me a large list of ingredients, cake supplies and descriptions of eight cakes that she expected my daughter to get and make.
I called Helen and told her this is nuts. Helen responded that she does indeed expect my daughter to do all of that because my daughter was the one who said she was gifting "the cake" for the party.
My daughter planned to make another small cake, which is what she told Helen's daughter. Helen's daughter told Helen that my daughter was making the big cake. When Helen and her sister called my daughter, she just rolled with it. I am upset about getting pulled into what looks like to me confusion, bad planning, communication and coordination. I am of two minds: One says that we'll gift the cake for the party, deal with the unexpected expense and call it a day. The other says that we'll call Helen and tell her she will have to sort out the cake for the rest of the party. What do you think would be an appropriate or reasonable thing to do at this point?
-- Cake Consequences
Cake: A little half-baked, right? Why would two grown adults, one of whom was a professional baker, think that a 16-year-old amateur baker can deliver a cake for 60? Moreover, why would they want her to? Even if your daughter had volunteered to take on the massive task -- which, it's clear, she didn't -- it's unwise of them to accept her offer.
Part of this is miscommunication, but a larger part is adults not asking some basic questions. Questions like "Really?" and "Are you sure?"
It's reasonable to tell Helen that your daughter's industrial kitchen isn't open for business, and she can be responsible only for the small cake. It will still be a special day, and less stressful, and a smaller gesture will probably be more meaningful. If you fear this will permanently mar your friendship with Helen, you can also tell her you're willing to pay for all or half or the 60-person cake, made by someone else. But be clear about expectations around the price range.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Miss Manners: Friendship falls apart over hand-me-down baby clothes
A parent feels frustrated at being asked to give back baby clothes so another woman can use them as well.
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2024-11-14
Dear Miss Manners: My friend and I both have baby girls: Hers is about 6 months old, and mine is 3 months. She has given me a whole bunch of her little girl's clothes -- such a high volume of items that some still had the tags on.
My friend began offering me these clothes before I'd even had my baby; I initially refused, multiple times, because I was sure that we would have a boy. She dropped them off anyway, without asking, and said, "Give them away if you don't want them." She also insisted several times that I let her know when we needed the next size up.
I ended up having a girl, and since I had those clothes, I didn't buy very much for her. But recently, my friend told me that her best friend was offended that she wasn't given these hand-me-downs instead of me. (For reference, her friend hopes to be pregnant soon, but is not yet.) Then she told me to give the clothes to her friend when we are done with them.
I was hoping to hold on to all the clothes because we plan on having more children. I also asked her for the next size up, as my friend had insisted, but was met with a very different response -- as though I was begging for handouts that rightfully belonged to someone else.
The whole situation has made me very uncomfortable, as though I have no right to the clothes I have been dressing my child in since she was born.
I have now given all of the clothes to this person I don't know; she was very terse with me, furthering my impression. I am honestly quite offended, and feel like I can't be friends with the first woman anymore.
I am perfectly capable of purchasing clothes for my own kids, but I had come to depend on the ones she had insisted on giving me. Now my daughter's closet is empty, and I missed all of the seasonal sales, so I am having to order everything full-price.
Is my friend being reasonable? Was this a normal request? Do I have any right to clothing that is given to me free and clear, at least initially?
No, no and no.
That is: No, your friend did not behave reasonably in pushing clothes on you, ignoring your polite refusals and then, when you had come to rely on them, changing her mind -- going so far as to make you feel bad for having accepted. And no, it was not normal to pile on demands about what happened to the clothes after you were in receipt.
As to your third question, Miss Manners is admittedly not sure which clothes you refer to: She assumes we are talking about clothes promised, but not yet actually in hand. In that case, no: You cannot realistically enforce the promise of a future gift -- you can only let the friendship go cold.
At this point, that seems the reasonable thing to do.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2024 Judith Martin
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Carolyn Hax: Husband refuses to tell spouse why he's unhappy in their marriage
When a husband won't say what he thinks is wrong with their marriage, does his spouse wait around until he's ready to talk?
By Carolyn Hax | 2024-11-14

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Adapted from an online discussion.
Dear Carolyn: I'm married to a man who is unwilling or unable to talk to me about why he's unhappy in our relationship. It's been a few weeks, and he's been treating me more like a roommate. He has better conversations with his adult daughters (this is his second marriage) than he does with me.
I've asked him to tell me what's bothering him, and he'll say it's his problem. I've pointed out the silence is an "us" problem since it's making me feel alienated from him.
I've suggested counseling -- either as a couple or just for him -- and he's not willing to try that yet. Do I just wait? Is there anything else I can do? I find myself starting to put some emotional distance between us to save my own hurt feelings.
-- Hurt
Hurt: Instead of a defensive move -- the "emotional distance ... to save my own hurt feelings" -- what about a pragmatic one? Meaning:
1. He is currently unwilling or unable to talk.
2. Efforts to draw him out don't work.
3. Unless you plan to leave him right this minute, you're choosing to wait.
4. You don't have to "just" wait. You can also do something. Think: reading a book while you wait for an appointment.
5. So. What is the waiting-for-a-taciturn-spouse-to-figure-stuff-out equivalent of a book in the doctor's waiting room? This weird phase, for all its complex emotions, has a logistic component that's really simple. You have time now that you didn't have before, and no one else's interests to account for in filling it -- within reason; I'm not advising Tinder. So brainstorm how to use this time.
6. Start doing these things. Make plans with friends, go to a movie, take walks, order cool takeout -- just as you would if you lived with a roommate. Not spitefully, not protectively, just pragmatically. A good book while you wait.
Think solo counseling, too, if feasible, to keep you grounded. But really, just get on gently with your life till he is able to articulate what's going on. Or, of course, till you decide you're through waiting, whichever comes first.
Re: Silent treatment: "Okay, come see me when you're ready to talk. Just be aware the silent treatment is abuse and I'm not going to wait around forever for you to get your head out of your [butt]."
-- Anonymous
Anonymous: I agree with the sentiment -- and panache! -- but don't see this as a "silent treatment." They're still interacting as roommates -- which is all kinds of problematic emotionally, but it's not the denial of existence that is the abusive heart of the silent treatment.
So, a slight rewrite: "Okay, come see me when you're ready to talk. Just be aware that pretending I'm your roommate while you figure stuff out does not equal waiting forever for you to get your head out of your [butt]."
Carolyn: I like the good book analogy, especially since I have about 800 of them sitting on my Kindle. I'll just plan on taking it to a park or coffee shop for a while to give him some space to sort out whatever he needs to. It's just frustrating since I can't fix a problem that I can't identify. Sigh.
-- Hurt again
Hurt again: I hear you. But then, a loaded Kindle sounds pretty good to me right now, too.
If he never comes around to name the problem, then his not giving you any say in solving it could be the point. Just something to watch for.
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If our eldest gets a car, do all the kids get one? Hax readers give advice.
They want to give their teen a car for her birthday, but fear this will be an obligation they can't afford to their younger kids.
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2024-11-13

(Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: Our oldest turns 17 soon. She has her driver's license and is a careful, safe driver. She is also responsible and communicative about letting us know where she is and with whom. So, we have been thinking about buying her a pre-owned car for her birthday. It's a gift she would absolutely love. Also, our whole family would find it useful because it would free us from having to take her everywhere.
What's stopping me is we have two younger kids and, practically, we cannot repeat this gift two more times. (Not only would it be a large expense, but we don't have space to store three additional cars.) My brain keeps glitching on this one, vacillating between "She would love it!" and "But it's not fair!!"
Help!!!! One of the hardest parts of parenthood is the paralysis that comes from worrying your decisions will come up in the kids' therapy someday.
-- Fairness
Fairness: You are limiting yourself to only two answers: gift your daughter a car or don't. What if instead you simply bought another car: the "kids' car"? It wouldn't belong to your daughter, but as she is the only child with a driver's license, she would be the only one to use it for now. She would still love it -- a lot more than not having another car available -- and you still reap all the benefits of having another car and driver in the house.
When another child is of age and has become a safe and responsible driver, if your daughter is still at home, you help the two of them work out a system that affords equitable access to the car. If your daughter is not still living at home, then Child #2 has the same access to the car your daughter did before she left home. Rinse and repeat with Child #3.
Pro tip: Under no circumstances should the car ever be referred to as "[daughter's] car" or "your car." And don't tie it to her birthday. Good luck!
-- Secret Third Thing
Fairness: I think you already know your answer. Being one of three sisters, I know how it will affect the other two if you favor one. My mother was scrupulous about making sure no one could resent the other because of one sister being treated differently -- except once.
I was the oldest, and she bought a car for me when I got my license. She could tell my sisters were expecting the same. It resulted in their taking the car back to use as a family car when I left for college. I wasn't happy and neither were my sisters. At age 75, I'm still affected by sibling issues. Why add one to your daughter's future relationships? So no, don't do it.
-- Jes
Fairness: When I was a teenager, it took me a while to figure out that my needs and feelings weren't the most important things in the world. (Youngest siblings will relate.) My parents' telling me straight up they couldn't afford the same thing my sister got for college or a car was a huge reality check. I didn't always respond gracefully in the moment, but it did teach me that I wasn't entitled to their generosity. I take that with me everywhere I go.
-- Little Sister
Fairness: A car is a big deal to a 17-year-old, but if you know you can't do the same or something comparable for the other two children, then adjust what you do for the first. To make a grand gesture for one child that you can't repeat for the others invites a lifetime of the others feeling second-best.
Maybe you could offer a set amount toward the purchase of a car and offer to pay for insurance (or not). If the car is that important, then your kid can get a part-time job, save their money and, with your help, get that car. And then you'll also be teaching them the reality of money management. Just make sure you can do the same for the others. It matters. Trust me.
-- The Third Child
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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5 Thanksgiving apple desserts for bakers of all levels
Depending on your time and ambition, use the base caramelized apples to make a cake, galette, two types of pie and a cheesecake.
By Maya-Camille Broussard | 2024-11-13
Standing in a small kitchen of a modest two-bedroom apartment, there was a 6-foot-4 man wearing a toque and a navy-blue apron that was clearly three sizes too small, with "Skinny people make bad cooks" embroidered on the front. My father, Stephen J. Broussard, started each Thanksgiving morning with a strong cup of coffee, Miles Davis and Tito Puente blaring through vintage JBL speakers, and elbows deep in preparation of his yearly contribution to the harvest feast: cranberry apple pie.
His confidence in his pastry skills was rather generous -- so much so that he knighted himself "the Pie Master," a title that elicited constant eye-rolls from my preteen, angsty spirit. Lacking the patience to bake alongside him, I retreated to the living room to watch Nickelodeon.
Many years later, at his funeral, a cousin approached me at the repast to ask whether I happened to have the recipe for his beloved pie. Sadly, he never wrote it down, I never asked for it, and it was a secret that he literally took to the grave. When I was child, I loved to eat anything that had apples in the recipe, but I did not wish to toil through the many steps required to make a perfect double-crust pie.
I do often wonder how exactly he made his cranberry apple pie. Yet as someone who refuses to live with regrets, I don't have remorse over never asking that it be passed down to me. Instead, I started by creating a bowl of perfectly spiced caramelized apples.
Using this base recipe, I developed five different apple-forward bakes. Each bake is more challenging than the one before it, starting with an Apple Dump Cake that a middle-school-age child could manage on their own and ending with a Caramelized Apple Cheesecake that may require a bit more deftness and skill. I even managed to produce a version of my father's signature dessert with a Cranberry Orange Apple Pie.
If "the Pie Master" were still alive, I doubt he'd have passed me the torch, but after tasting any of these apple-filled recipes, I do believe that he'd proudly pass me his toque.




Richly colored and flavored from a brown sugar caramel, these apples are the foundation of all the following recipes. Cinnamon, cloves, ginger and nutmeg are an ideal medley of warm spices for their robust and aromatic elements. Granny Smith apples make for a tart, not saccharine, filling, but feel free to use some (or all) of a sweeter variety if that's more your taste. Get the recipe.

Rolling out the dough for Basic Butter Pie Dough. 


When handled correctly, an all-butter pie dough can achieve the same flakiness as any dough infused with lard or a shot of vodka. While you can use a stand mixer or food processor for this recipe, using your hands is the best way to make sure that the butter does not get overworked in the flour. Using extremely cold chunks of butter and ice water is the key to maximum flavor and optimal texture, two key foundational elements to an amazing pie. Get the recipe.




This made-from-scratch apple cake ditches boxed cake mix topping, a typical ingredient in dump cakes, while retaining a relative ease of preparation. The caramelized apples are simply poured into a pan and covered with the cake batter. I love how -- at least in spirit -- this spiced cake, an ideal bake to do with kids, is the perfect stand-in for another fall favorite: apple cider doughnuts. Get the recipe.




The free-form folding of this crust creates a rustic yet sophisticated appearance without being high maintenance. A touch easier to assemble than pie, a galette delivers buttery flakiness while allowing us to embrace all of the aesthetic imperfections of the crust's edges. Get the recipe.




As the older and insufferably cooler cousin of an apple blossom pastry, this dessert boasts added dimension from a brown sugar and rolled oats crumble that contributes a mildly nutty flavor and crunchy texture. It's also considerably easier to build than a double-crust pie. Get the recipe.




If this pie had a zodiac sign, it'd be a Libra. A sign known for its scales of justice in which the seasons are balanced, or in the case of the Cranberry Orange Pie, the seasonings are balanced. The cranberries lend a tartness to complement the sweetness of the caramelized apples while adding a bit of ruby red color. Orange zest brightens the pie with a touch of sharpness. A double-crust pie is the perfect opportunity to exercise your creative crimping muscles, whether you simply cover with another disk of dough or use a lattice pattern. Get the recipe.




Rich, creamy and slightly dense, this cheesecake has a higher degree of difficulty while also giving us the largest return on our investment of the time and delicate care that is spent making it. Name a better chilled dessert that instantly melts on the tongue as it leaves your fork -- there isn't one. Infused with some of the same warm spices used in the caramelized apple filling, this cheesecake is baked in a buttery graham cracker crust that has hints of honey and cinnamon layered throughout. Patience is the greatest virtue in preparing this cheesecake, but you'll want to make haste in sharing it with everyone you love. Get the recipe.
Story and recipe editing by Becky Krystal and Olga Massov. Art direction and design by Cece Pascual. Photo editing by Jennifer Beeson Gregory. Design editing by Christine Ashack. Copy editing by Jordan Melendrez. Photos by Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post; food production by Carolyn Robb.
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Cooking chat: How do I get my spouse to cook more often?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2024-11-13

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen  shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Dining chat: Should restaurants have to welcome divisive political figures?
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.
By Tom Sietsema | 2024-11-13
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For a low-stress Thanksgiving, get a head start on your cooking
Recipes and tips for making the turkey, mashed potatoes, mac and cheese and more in advance -- if you want to.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-11-13
Collectively, The Post Food team has cooked (or helped cook) hundreds of Thanksgiving meals through the years. Some of us host entire dinners, while others attend family-and-friends potlucks. Among us, we have turkey lovers and haters, traditionalists and rebels, but if there's one thing we can all agree on, it's this: Having a roster of dishes that can be made in advance is the key to success and remaining calm in the kitchen.
This year, we're offering you precisely that: a Thanksgiving menu that can be (but does not have to be) entirely prepared in advance. (Yes, even the turkey.) You can make every single recipe below, or mix and match to suit your preferences. If you are cooking in a small kitchen, have one oven (and many dishes that require it), or have other demands on your time that day, we see you, and we are here to help lower your stress levels a little.
If you're new to hosting the holiday, this menu will be a handy guide. Even if you're an experienced cook, you may find a recipe or two that will inspire you or help you plan. Many of the make-ahead tips can apply to your favorite way to make turkey, macaroni and cheese, mashed potatoes and more. (Desserts, of course, are almost always make-ahead, without any need to adjust.)

Making dishes in advance reduces the amount of prep time on the big day. 



Macaroni and cheese can be assembled in advance, minus the breadcrumb topping. 


Ultimately, the celebration should be restorative and enjoyable for everyone, including the host. We hope these recipes will help you feel less overwhelmed and more relaxed and joyful in the kitchen, for your most stress-free Thanksgiving yet.

Roast Turkey With Caramelized Onion and Miso Gravy. 


Most of us can agree that a roast turkey is best fresh out of the oven -- especially if you're a fan of crispy skin -- but I realized that I've been cooking the turkey ahead of time for years when preparing Thanksgiving dinner for my family. I typically set an alarm for 6 or 6:30 a.m. to get started on roasting the bird. This frees up the oven for later in the day to bake rolls, stuffing, macaroni and cheese, and whatever else needs to go in there for the big meal. (It also means I have earlier access to turkey drippings to use for gravy.) Then I carve the turkey, arrange the meat in a roasting pan, add a splash of liquid -- typically chicken or turkey broth or stock, but gravy works just as well -- cover and refrigerate. When it nears time to eat, I simply pop it back in the oven until warm.
If roasting the turkey a few hours before mealtime works, then doing it an entire day ahead is a great option, too, making your holiday even more stress-free and allowing you to get extra sleep.

Adding gravy to the roast turkey. 


If that sounds appealing to you, make my Roast Turkey With Caramelized Onion and Miso Gravy on Wednesday, carve it, cover it with the gravy and reheat the whole shebang when it's time to eat on Thursday.
For this year's recipe, I focused on bringing as much umami as possible. Miso, a fermented paste popular in Japanese cuisine and commonly made of rice and soybeans, is just the ticket to help form a rub for the bird. The gravy, which is the real star of this duo, starts with caramelizing onions and finishes with even more miso for a double dose of umami. It's savory on savory for a turkey and gravy that will make you want to enjoy it more than once a year. Get the recipe.
-- Aaron Hutcherson

Baked Macaroni and Cheese With Parmesan Breadcrumbs. 


In my house, "baked" is implied when we talk about mac and cheese. That means quite a few steps before you're pulling a bubbling dish of the cheesy, carby goodness out of the oven: boiling the noodles, grating the cheese, making the sauce, combining it with the macaroni and mixing together any topping. Except for the final step, all of this can be done in advance without any sacrifice to the end product.
With my Macaroni and Cheese With Parmesan Breadcrumbs, I follow this familiar process but switch up the flavor profile slightly. First things first: Yes, it calls for Velveeta. The processed cheese product ensures an extra-smooth sauce. In addition, there's smoked Gouda and smoked paprika, and sharp cheddar balances it with that classic flavor. My trick is a squeeze of yellow mustard to help offset the richness. Mix the sauce with the cooked pasta, put it in a casserole dish and refrigerate until game time.
I didn't grow up with a breadcrumb topping on macaroni and cheese, but the texture is hard to say no to. To achieve it, I combine panko, parmesan and melted butter with herbs and seasonings. Though you are welcome to make this mixture ahead of time, I urge you  to sprinkle it on the casserole just before it goes in the oven so it turns out as crisp as can be.
If you're looking for a creamy, dreamy macaroni and cheese with a golden, cheesy, herby topping, this is it. Get the recipe.
-- Aaron Hutcherson

Shaved Brussels Sprouts and Apple Salad. 


The traditional Thanksgiving spread skews in favor of heartier (and perhaps heavier) dishes, but my holiday offerings really lean into lighter, brighter and crunchier sides. I don't do it because I am trying to make my celebratory meal healthy, per se. Rather, I find that the popular dishes, such as turkey, stuffing, potatoes, casseroles and bread, shine when served alongside a salad that's crisp and juicy, with a lively hit of acid to cut through the richness.
If you're skeptical, I can tell you this: These kinds of dishes -- and I usually serve two or three at my Thanksgiving dinner -- are the first to disappear.
One of our perennial favorites is this make-ahead Shaved Brussels Sprouts and Apple Salad, which relies on the shredded miniature cabbages for the sturdy, hearty greens; diced apple for a juicy snap; toasted almonds for a satisfying crunch; and dried tart cherries and fresh pomegranate seeds for more mouth-puckering brightness.
Mix and match ingredients based on your tastes and what you have on hand: Your favorite toasted nuts or seeds can replace almonds; dried cherries can be swapped out with dried cranberries (I like the no-sugar-added kind); and if pomegranates aren't available where you are, just skip them. The only thing you really need to remember is that you want sturdy greens -- ones you can shred and dress in advance that won't wilt with time. Think kale or shredded broccoli if you can't abide Brussels sprouts, not baby spinach, arugula or a spring mix.
To bring this side dish together, I use a bracing vinaigrette that leans on apple cider vinegar. Sometimes I make the salad and the dressing, then wait until we're about to eat to bring the two together. Other times, I'm more rushed and can't be bothered, so I combine the salad and the vinaigrette the morning of the holiday. It works either way, and I love not having to worry whether my greens will emerge lifeless, so I can focus on cooking the rest of the meal. Get the recipe.
-- Olga Massov

Keep the meat and vegetable mixture separate from the bread. 



French Bread Stuffing With Pancetta, Figs and Hazelnuts. 


Plenty of Thanksgiving dishes are best, or even better, fully made ahead. Stuffing, in my opinion, is not one of them. I want those crispy, craggy pieces of bread on top when it comes out of the oven. I also don't necessarily want to bake it in advance and have to find room in my fridge for a giant casserole.
And although other dishes lend themselves well to being fully assembled, refrigerated and then baked on the day of, you can't do that with stuffing for food safety reasons. As a post on the Agriculture Department's website explains, "stuffing is a good medium for bacteria growth," so mixing wet and dry ingredients, then popping them into the fridge could be a recipe for disaster. (You can, however, immediately freeze the mixture and bake from frozen, without thawing. It's also safe to fully bake the stuffing, refrigerate, then reheat until it reaches 165 degrees.)
But if ease and convenience are what you're after, there's a great middle ground between using a store-bought stuffing mix and settling for a reheated dish: preparing the wet and dry ingredients, then storing them separately. That's the approach I took for my French Bread Stuffing With Pancetta, Figs and Hazelnuts. The bread pieces, staled on the counter or toasted in the oven, can be stored for up to 1 week at room temperature. And the mixture of sauteed meat and vegetables, dried fruit, nuts and herbs keeps in the fridge (in a relatively small container or bowl) for up to 4 days. Then all you need to do is stir them together in a bowl, along with some eggs and broth, transfer to a 9-by-13-inch dish, and bake.
As for the flavors, I took liberal inspiration from Italy, showcasing salty, savory pancetta along with panzanella-esque pieces of torn bread (I prefer bigger chunks than those store-bought croutons), rosemary and hazelnuts. As with most stuffings, the add-ins are interchangeable, so feel free to use your choice of dried fruit, herbs, nuts and meat. Regardless, this rustic, hearty and satisfying dish is a stuffing well worth the small amount of planning. Get the recipe.
-- Becky Krystal

Making Mashed Sweet Potatoes in Orange Cups. 



Mashed Sweet Potatoes in Orange Cups. 


I cannot remember a Thanksgiving without Mashed Sweet Potatoes in Orange Cups. The self-contained, solo-serving spuds have been a staple on my family's holiday spread for decades, prepared by my mother and my grandmother before her. It's a retro and kid-friendly presentation that offers perks that a standard sweet potato casserole often does not. Segmented fresh oranges bring brightness and acidity to the potatoes, which helps them stand out amid the crowd of rich dishes. Diners can choose their own topping adventure. And although I don't mind the merging of the many foods with gravy on a crowded Thanksgiving plate, there's something fun about letting the sweet potato stand alone, to be enjoyed on its own merits.
When my extended family resumed our Thanksgiving routine in 2021, my parents were not able to attend. I asked my cousin, our host, what I could bring, and she didn't hesitate: the sweet potatoes in orange cups. My mother's recipe was a mishmash of scribbled cookbook notes and second nature, so I had room to riff. But making everything ahead was essential so I could assemble and reheat on-site without interfering with all the other food prep for a crowd of 20-plus.
To coax more flavor from the potatoes, I opted to roast rather than boil them. I added a bit of melted butter and maple syrup to the mash and was careful to mix the orange segments without mashing them into pulp. That kept the potatoes light and let the orange add pops of flavor without overpowering the potatoes. I stacked the empty orange halves in one container, placed the potato mash in another and brought along the requisite bag of mini marshmallows for those who partake. Upon arrival at my cousin's, I found both ovens full and the stovetop occupied, so I reheated the potatoes in the microwave, scooped them into the orange cups and took marshmallow requests from the attendees. (The cups with marshmallows got a quick blast under the broiler just before it was time to eat.)
Now there's finally a fully written recipe for my family's sweet potato cups. To suit more tastes, I've added an optional streusel topping with chopped pecans. Supply the marshmallows or don't. If you'd rather skew savory, skip the maple syrup in the mash, and add a little chili powder and cumin. The world is your orange cup. Get the recipe.
-- Matt Brooks

Adding cream to the mashed potatoes. 



Mashed Potatoes With Roasted Garlic. 


"Day-old mashed potatoes." The words fall from my lips like a punchline. What's worse than the end of civilization as we know it? Day-old mashed potatoes.
Since 2004, when I first learned the recipe for these ultra-decadent Mashed Potatoes with Roasted Garlic -- from an instructor at L'Academie de Cuisine, a cooking school gone well before its time -- I have never once prepared the dish a day ahead. I largely chalk this up to my own form of recency bias: For much of my life, I've preferred freshly prepared foods to leftovers. I'm not necessarily proud of this.
But in recent years, as my wife's parents surrendered the family Thanksgiving dinner to our home, I've learned the value of planning ahead -- just never with mashed potatoes, which I've always assumed would lose their silken texture if reheated from a cold lump stored in the fridge. I could not be more wrong. With a little finessing, you can take mashed potatoes prepared one or two days ahead and reheat them into the same creamy swirl that gets repeatedly passed around the holiday table.
I tried two approaches, both equally successful. The double-boiler method -- placing a heatproof bowl of cold mashed potatoes over a pot of steaming water -- was slightly easier and faster than reheating the spuds in the oven. But both require some attention. No matter the approach, you need to fold a layer of cream, or half-and-half if you prefer, into the potatoes to help loosen the mash. You also need to stir the spuds multiple times throughout the reheating process, adding cream as necessary to maintain the consistency. This is particularly important when using the oven: I found the potatoes want to bake into a lumpen mass without a little encouragement.
With a little effort -- not a lot -- you can have mashed potatoes on the table that will taste as fresh and creamy as any you'd make the day of. Get the recipe.
-- Tim Carman

Green Bean and Sesame Seed Salad. 


Nostalgia tempted me to re-create a flavor combination from my Midwestern youth: green beans cooked to collapse with the help of cream of mushroom soup and garnished with canned fried onions, a staple that my mother, Dorothy Sietsema, had to hide in the pantry for fear her kids would snack on them before they had a chance to add crunch to her casserole.
Decades spent eating in restaurants prompted me to rethink a side dish developed by Campbell's in 1955. Might there be a way to serve green beans in less of a bog? The typical Thanksgiving spread celebrates sepia tones and richness. I aimed to provide contrast in every way. No region understands vegetables better than the South, so I turned to one of my favorite home cooks, author John Martin Taylor, for inspiration. I found exactly what I wanted in his recipe for Green Bean and Sesame Seed Salad.
It's quick to make. Squeeze a lemon, mince some garlic, boil some green beans -- presto, done. You can buy toasted sesame seeds, but I love watching them segue from white to gold in a skillet atop my stove, a move that fills my kitchen with a nutty fragrance.
I also love the result, bright with lemon and treated to a poke of heat from crushed red pepper flakes. You can make this a day ahead (if you keep the components separate) or on Thanksgiving morning (fully assembled), after which you can stow it in the refrigerator and serve at room temperature -- a boon to your preoccupied oven.
Other dishes at the table might hum. This one sings. Get the recipe.
-- Tom Sietsema

Wrapping phyllo around the celery root. 



Phyllo-Wrapped Celery Root With Cider Glaze. 


Every fall, I start the hunt for a Thanksgiving dish that can pull double duty: It needs to have enough of a wow factor to serve as a vegan or vegetarian centerpiece while also satisfying omnivores as a side dish. A whole roasted vegetable such as cauliflower often fits the bill, because it can have the imposing presence of a turkey, and it requires the same type of ceremony in serving.
This year, I wanted something more seasonal, so I turned to a recipe I had developed for my most recent cookbook: a whole roasted celery root coated in a slightly tart cider glaze. The root goes from gnarly looking to burnished and glistening, from humble to almost elegant, and its couple of hours in the oven bring out nutty and sweet flavors. Combine it with the crunch of walnuts and tart apples, and you have a symphony of taste and textures.
But would it be special enough for the holiday table? The crowning touch -- wrapping it in sheets of phyllo dough for a final roasting -- takes it over the top, in the best possible way. Bonus: My Phyllo-Wrapped Celery Root With Cider Glaze can be mostly made ahead, if you'd like to save oven space on the big day. Just roast it until tender and make the glaze a day or two ahead. Closer to serving time, warm the roast in the microwave.
Then pour on some of the glaze, scatter on some apples and walnuts, and wrap it all with phyllo. In case that sounds fussy, think again. Phyllo is so forgiving that if some of the sheets tear as you brush them with oil, or if it looks a mess when you gather them up and around the root, fear not: It emerges from the oven browned and beautiful. With more glaze poured over it and more apples and walnuts sprinkled around, it becomes not a side dish but a star, ready for carving. Get the recipe.
-- Joe Yonan

Turkey and sides from our make-ahead menu. 


Editing by Olga Massov, Joe Yonan, Matt Brooks and Becky Krystal. Art direction and design by Marissa Vonesh. Photo editing by Jennifer Beeson Gregory. Design editing by Christine Ashack. Copy editing by Emily Morman and Rachael Bolek. Photos by Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post; food production by Carolyn Robb.
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A comedy show that addresses politics head-on, while also providing escape
"Dance Like There's Black People Watching: A Black Excellence Revue" is the latest Second City collaboration with Woolly Mammoth.
By Chris Klimek | 2024-11-14

From left, Breon Arzell, Arlieta Hall and Tamieka Chavis in the Second City's "Dance Like There's Black People Watching" at Woolly Mammoth Theatre through Dec. 22. (Teresa Castracane)


Does the world only spin forward? With minority rights and scientific consensus newly under threat, there will be both reason and political cover to doubt it. But the collaboration of Woolly Mammoth Theatre Company and the Chicago-born Second City improv troupe has persisted through what opinion columnists call  political headwinds since it began with "Barack Stars: The Wrath of Rahm," which premiered half a year into the Obama administration.
The latest example of the Second City's D.C.-centric programming is "Dance Like There's Black People Watching," a defiantly upbeat, occasionally uproarious mixtape of comedy sketches and aerobic dance breaks in the tradition of "In Living Color." After a doom-and-gloom prologue, with six Black improvisers appearing in porcelain-hued theatrical masks while a recorded voice announces, "I had a nightmare that a xenophobic, racist, tiny-handed crook was elected president of these United States," the show banishes dismay and steps on the gas.
As directed by Rob Wilson, the pace is frenetic, with longer sketches punctuated by some that don't even last a minute. "It's never just jokes," performer Max Thomas cautions us at the top, in a sort of mission statement for the evening. While he and his five castmates delight in sending up hoary comic tropes and reductive notions of Blackness -- the short lifespan of Black characters in horror movies and skepticism about the value of therapy being two of the hoariest -- they're never confined by them. "We are not a monolith," the performers tell us in paradoxical unison, reciting it like a mantra several times throughout the evening.

From left, Jillian Ebanks, Breon Arzell, Max Thomas, Tamieka Chavis and Arlieta Hall in the defiantly upbeat show, directed by Chris Wilson. (Teresa Castracane)


Because the show is so thoroughly rooted in the premise that demonstrating the "Black Excellence" promised in its subtitle is an inherently political act, the performers are free to commingle satirical material with stuff that's just weird and silly. The former includes a sketch wherein the artists read from a list of nutty-sounding super PACs that supposedly funneled money to the 2024 elections: The Remix to "Ignition" Coalition, Did Not Plan That Parenthood, The Person of Wyoming, etc. There's also a parody political ad that begins with the usual vapid bromides before getting down to specifics on one issue only: the candidate's enthusiasm for erotic choking.
But there's also a bawdy musical number in which Breon Arzell comes on to Arlieta Hall with an invitation to ride his "big black horse." She's initially receptive until an easily understood sexual metaphor gets scrambled amid increasingly equine-themed particulars. Hall shines both here and in a sketch where she plays a showboat in a church choir, more determined to drown out a rival singer's solo than to give praise to the Almighty.
Remember in the 2024 State of the Union address, roughly a century ago, when President Joe Biden called out snack-makers for putting fewer chips in the bag but charging the same price? That seems to have inspired one sketch, wherein a desperate (and hungry) man takes Frito-Lay's marketing team hostage. "Sometimes there're no chips in the bag at all!" one executive confesses.

Breon Arzell and Arlieta Hall in one of the evening's sketches. (Teresa Castracane)


Although many locations and other references are specific to our taxed-but-unrepresented capital city, not everything here is new. At least one Dickens-inspired section -- a White, male volunteer is selected from the audience and informed by "Jacob Bob Marley" that ghosts of the past, present and future will show him what his life might have been like without the privilege his race and gender afford -- was featured in "Black Side of the Moon," the Second City revue (with a different cast) that was running at Woolly in the weeks after Trump's first election.
Of course, that sketch has potential to vary depending on the chosen White guy, who at the Tuesday night performance I attended was a game ally/participant. During a section that made him the subject of a slave auction, he performed squats when ordered to demonstrate his strength and even danced on command.
Near the end of the evening, we're given a glimpse into Black heaven, where Prince is Jesus. This, we're told, is why there's no homophobia. While Prince was an icon of sexual fluidity, his actual beliefs on the question of LGBTQ+ rights once he became a Jehovah's Witness in 2001 were at best a purple haze.
Dearly beloved, we can infer that in Black heaven, everyone has the grace to evolve. We're told explicitly that it's a place where -- as Prince would've written it -- "everyone looks at U like UR sexy and U matter."
Dance Like There's Black People Watching: A Black Excellence Revue, through Dec. 22 at Woolly Mammoth Theatre Company in Washington. Just under two hours including intermission. woollymammoth.net.
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An evangelical theater troupe is gaining traction in Washington
Logos Theatre, based in South Carolina, now mounts productions of Narnia stories and Christian allegories at the Museum of the Bible. Not everyone is welcome to perform.
By Rebecca Ritzel | 2024-11-14

A scene from the Logos Theatre production of "Prince Caspian." (Logos Theatre)


In "The Pilgrim's Progress," John Bunyan's 1678 Christian allegory, the protagonist leaves behind the City of Destruction and seeks paradise on Mount Zion. The road is hazardous, arduous and narrow and requires passing through Vanity Fair, a tempting hamlet of devilish provenance.
In the recent stage version of "Pilgrim's Progress" created by Logos Theatre, the Vanity Fair scene features a multicultural parade of 17th century amusements: a maypole, a fortune teller, a tinker's cart hawking festive wares. The revelers wear long petticoats, velvet pantaloons and carnival masks. All the makings of a late-Renaissance good time, with one exception ...
Cleavage. None of the women onstage is wearing the push-up corset or off-the-shoulder bodices that were all the rage in the 1670s because, as director Nicole Stratton explains, "We wouldn't want the audience to stumble."
Sometimes, to produce Christian theater, you have to strategically alter the necklines.
Since the early 1970s, Stratton's family has been nurturing evangelical Christian talent from its home base in Taylors, South Carolina. What began with her father, Nicky Chavers, packing the family and their sets into a van and putting on shows for churches and home-school groups has evolved into a performing arts conservatory, a 300-seat theater and a twice-annual residency at the Museum of the Bible just south of the National Mall, where "Pilgrim's Progress" wrapped up a six-week run in October.
The museum has booked Logos for two more shows in 2025, including a yet-to-be-named adaptation of a C.S. Lewis novel. As Washington prepares for the return of President-elect Donald Trump, the museum says its successful partnership with Logos demonstrates that there is a growing audience in the nation's capital for Christian, and decidedly culturally conservative, entertainment. For Logos, that commitment extends beyond subject matter: The company requires its artists to affirm a 14-point doctrinal statement, including a policy that prohibits those who identify as LGBTQ.
Logos Theatre's performances at the museum, which began last year, have not only increased museum attendance but also amplified touring demand for a company that had been virtually unknown outside of its region until recently. In one year of traveling to Washington, the organization's program services revenue (essentially, its ticket sales), grew from $1.6 million in 2022 to $2.6 million in 2023, according to public tax records for the Academy of Arts, the unaccredited Christian arts conservatory that oversees Logos Theatre.
Logos has "absolutely flown under the radar," said Garrett Hinton, director of revenue at the Museum of the Bible, who was skeptical when a consultant suggested he go check out the company and school, which is run by Nicole's husband, Noah Stratton.

The exterior of the Museum of the Bible. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


Now the appreciation is mutual. "They have a beautiful venue," Nicole Stratton, 46, says of the 472-seat theater at the Museum of the Bible. "But it has not really been recognized as a staple venue to bring full-scale productions."
The Museum of the Bible opened in 2017 and is largely funded by Steve Green, president of the Hobby Lobby retail company, and his family. The top floor includes a well-appointed theater space with a projectable ceiling, a bit like the Sphere in Las Vegas but for archaeology lectures and worship concerts. In 2017, the theater was the launching pad for a national tour of "Amazing Grace" following its Broadway run, and two years later, the same producers mounted a 90-minute version of the musical, about Christian advocates and the abolition movement, staffed almost entirely by local D.C. artists.
But coming out of the pandemic, the museum struggled to find theatrical offerings that fit its mission and standards for quality performances.
Jerry Pattengale, a Christian author who serves as "founding scholar" and senior adviser to Carlos Campo, the museum's CEO, visited the Logos warehouse soon after Hinton and came home convinced that Logos was not a community theater, as they had been told, but a scrappy, student-powered operation with professional-level behind-the-scenes skills. "All of a sudden, around the corner came this giant horse. I thought it was a robot. I was not prepared." Pattengale said. "They told me they had puppets, but no one told me they were life-size."

A scene from Logos Theatre's production of C.S. Lewis's "The Horse and His Boy." (Logos Theatre)


That three-puppeteer equine was from "The Horse and His Boy," the fifth book in C.S. Lewis's Chronicles of Narnia series -- which, while beloved by young fantasy fans the world over, holds special importance for evangelical readers who hail Lewis as one of the few Christian writers also respected in literary circles. With the support of Lewis's stepson Douglas Gresham, Logos produced the first authorized American stage adaption of "Prince Caspian" in 2016, and Gresham visited the South Carolina venue for the 2019 premiere of "The Horse and His Boy."
His review was positive. "I never lost attention for a second," Gresham said during an interview with the Strattons, praising the adaptation of Lewis's 1954 novel, which the author dedicated to Gresham and his brother.
"The Horse and His Boy" came to Washington in 2023, followed by "Prince Caspian" earlier this year. Those touring gigs begot others. This month, "The Horse and His Boy" played three shows at Pensacola Christian College, before a two-week run at a theater adjacent to the Ark Encounter, a full-scale model of Noah's boat built in Kentucky to match specifications from the book of Genesis. "Pilgrim's Progress" heads to the Ark Encounter in January.
Nicole Stratton says she can't reveal which Narnia adaptation will premiere at the Museum of the Bible in March because of "all the lawyer stuff" involving Lewis's estate and Dramatic Publishing, a Chicago firm that licenses scripts to theater companies and has already published numerous adaptations of "The Magician's Nephew" and "The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe." Logos prefers to pen its own Lewis adaptations because those extant scripts "aren't robust enough," Nicole Stratton said. Representatives for the Lewis estate and Dramatic Publishing did not respond to requests for comment.
Nicole Stratton is too modest, Pattengale said. "She writes the scripts herself," he said, "and she is brilliant."

Nicole Stratton, artistic director of the Logos Theatre, and actor Douglas Gresham, the stepson of C.S. Lewis, at the Academy of Arts in South Carolina. (Logos Theatre)


When it comes to Christian theater, America's most popular brand is Sight & Sound, which is currently mounting 11 performances of the original musical "Daniel" each week at its 2,000-seat theater in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, and recently closed its 10-show-a-week run of "Queen Esther" at its satellite venue in Branson, Missouri. Liberal Washington and its suburbs might seem like a tough fit for a company with a stated mission to "Bring the Bible to Life." Some Logos Theatre audiences are tourists who plan trips around the plays. Yet Hinton says the majority of patrons have been local.
"To me, the D.C. area is a mini-Bible Belt in and of itself," he said.
Could those Christians be an untapped audience, especially following an election that, as much as it promises to change the United States, could jolt the cultural life in Washington? At other corners of the National Mall, theaters were staging shows this fall about the plights of African immigrants, a drunken high school reunion and a trenchant critique of Trump-ish populism. And then there was "Pilgrim's Progress," where, nearly every night, audiences watched Noah Stratton get burned at the stake. The adaptation, which was written by an Academy of Arts graduate student, also leveraged the company's puppetry skills, recycling a lion from the Narnia plays while adding a giant and a fire-breathing monster inspired by the Book of Revelation.
"Pilgrim's Progress" is typical of many Logos stage adaptations, derived from public domain material that is not particularly in vogue. Most Americans may know little about Bunyan's novel, save the title it gave Vanity Fair magazine, but David Gay, a professor emeritus at the University of Alberta and past president of the International John Bunyan Society, says the author "is alive and well in evangelical circles." Program notes from Logos Theatre boast that missionaries have gained more than 400 converts by screening a "Pilgrim's Progress" recording in Zambia. The Logos adaptation paints a picture of Christians being called to be in the world but "not of the world," as Jesus says in the Gospel of John, and suggests that trials and persecution persist in the 21st century.
To Gay, adapting the allegory so literally elides the sociopolitical circumstances under which "Pilgrim's Progress" was written and undercuts Bunyan's advocacy for the separation of church and state. Bunyan wrote most of the book while he was jailed for preaching outside the auspices of the Church of England. "Being a "prisoner of conscience separated him from his family," Gay said. Logos's version instead depicts the Pilgrim's journey -- including abandoning his onstage wife and children when he sets out for the Celestial City, as a necessary sacrifice to pursue the Christian way of life. "It's a disturbingly radical summons," Gay said.
Kutter Callaway, an assistant professor of theology and arts at Fuller Theological Seminary, said the increased prominence of Logos echoes the exponential growth of Angel Studios, the Utah-based production company behind the upcoming release "Bonhoeffer," the Netflix series "The Chosen" and an increasing array of other faith-based films and series available for direct streaming or on Pure Flix, a Christian streaming service.
What's going on here, Callaway said, is that evangelicals are increasingly interested in telling their own stories and defining who can tell them. Both trends trouble him as an evangelical who tracks Christian involvement in arts and entertainment. "You can make the same movie or the same book or the same play, and if they find out it's written or produced by a person like C.S. Lewis, they will simply trust it at face value," Callaway said. "If it's written or produced by somebody else, they will immediately be skeptical of it." Take the 2023 announcement by Netflix that "Barbie" director Greta Gerwig would helm a new Narnia series. "Gerwig directing Narnia is a colossal mistake," one evangelical film critic opined. "Gerwig's filmography shows that she not only doesn't share Lewis's worldview but actively despises it."

Nicole Stratton introduces Aslan, the titular lion from the Chronicles of Narnia series, to visitors at the theater's warehouse in Taylors, S.C. (Jerry Pattengale)


Performing arts organizations in Washington, like so many other theater towns, promote diversity in gender and sexuality, including performers' pronouns in programs and offering Pride Night ticket discounts. Not Logos, which doesn't allow LGBTQ performers. Line 12 of the company's "belief statement" reads, in part: "We believe that any form of sexual immorality, such as adultery, fornication, homosexuality, bisexual conduct, bestiality, incest, pornography or any attempt to change one's sex, or disagreement with one's biological sex, is sinful and offensive to God."
Nicole Stratton defends the policy on sexuality as necessary. "Nowadays, you just have to put that out there from the beginning as where your direction is going." A friend of hers from high school who "came to the Lord out of the gay lifestyle" has played Trumpkin the Dwarf in "Prince Caspian," she said.
There are Christians, the Strattons insist, who want to create theater alongside other artists who share their values and desire for guardrails. Logos Theatre employs around 40 people full time, including many married couples, and only those couples are allowed to kiss onstage. The reason? "If you look in the arts world, there are so many struggles that people have in their personal relationships, families that can fall apart, relationships that can have trouble," she says. "We don't want to exploit anything for the sake of art."
To a scholar like Callaway, the barring of performers on the basis of sexuality reflects a sociopolitical shift within evangelical culture. For most of the last century, churches were more likely to abide by a kind of don't-ask-don't-tell policy; everybody might have known the organist was gay, but nobody said anything. "What's new here isn't necessarily the theological position, but doubling down on outing people," Callaway says. "It's a bit of a tragedy to me, if now we're going to create this artistic community exploring creative endeavors, and now we're making it an exclusive club."
Nicole Stratton says her own taste in theater isn't as rigid as the shows she puts on. She wanted a turntable -- a rotating platform onstage -- at Logos Theatre, for example, because she is an avowed fan of the musical "Les Miserables." "I saw Colm Wilkinson do it four times in New York," she said.
Hinton said he was not aware that Logos had a policy against working with LGBTQ artists and that the museum has not taken a stance on the issue. Although founder Green is a well-known funder of conservative causes, many LGBTQ artists were involved with both runs of "Amazing Grace." And the museum's upcoming musical programming includes an Eastertide performance of Handel's "Messiah," even though most scholars now believe that the baroque composer was gay.
Logos is under contract to return for two extended runs in 2025, and the reason the contract isn't longer, Hinton said, is that they anticipate more growth for the small company and college in South Carolina.
"The museum gave them a platform, and it's unlocked so many doors for them," he says. "It would be selfish of us to keep them all to ourselves."
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The 27 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Embrace the holidays with a parade, light shows and markets; explore more than 100 artists at the Umbrella Art Fair; or hear new music at the Kennedy Center.
By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2024-11-14
The holiday season continues to encroach on November, as this weekend brings the area's only Thanksgiving parade (almost two weeks early!) and the switching on of two of the area's biggest light displays in Northern Virginia. Meanwhile, Christmas arrives at National Harbor in the form of the frozen cartoon characters of "A Charlie Brown Christmas," carved from tons of ice at the annual "Ice!" display at the Gaylord National. And we haven't even mentioned all the holiday markets. But there's so much more, too, including the Umbrella Art Fair, which features a show with more than 100 artists in venues around Union Market, plus adjacent film screenings, happy hours and record fairs. Award-winning flamenco dancer and choreographer Edwin Aparicio is honored with three days of performances at the festival he helped found at GALA Hispanic Theatre. New music gets attention at the new Sounds of US festival at the Kennedy Center, while the National Museum of Women in the Arts stays open late to explore its new photography exhibit -- and help you learn how to take better pictures, too.
Museum Shop Holiday Market at the Mansion at Strathmore
Small museums can be the best places to find unusual or niche presents for the hard-to-shop-for people on your holiday list. It's finding the time to visit them that's the hard part. Unless, that is, you visit the 35th annual Museum Shop Holiday Market, which brings gift shops from the Phillips Collection, the Hillwood Estate, Brookside Gardens and the Supreme Court Historical Society, among other local attractions, to the Mansion at Strathmore, where you can browse alongside booths from artists selling oil paintings, jewelry and fine art. Through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. each day. Free; $10 suggested donation.
Dupont Circle Sip & Shop
Dupont Circle's going to be a busy place this holiday season, with the D.C. Holiday Market moving in and pop-up markets at Heurich House and Dupont Underground, among others. It all starts, though, with the Sip & Shop, featuring deals and freebies at eight Connecticut Avenue businesses north of the circle. Pick up free wine and snacks while browsing stationery and cards at Copenhaver, grabbing a mini massage at Spa Logic, or browsing shoes and scarves (50 percent off) at Bloom Boutique. 5 to 7 p.m. Free.
Umbrella Art Fair at Union Market
This free, multiday public art fair stretches across the Union Market district, bringing more than 100 local and international artists and curators to multiple venues within the neighborhood, including Dock 5 at Union Market and the Plaza at the Dock. The fair is open late -- until 10 p.m. on Friday and Saturday -- with pop-up bars from mixologist Gina Chersevani stationed throughout. Umbrella Art Fair also includes programming like guided mural tours; screenings of "God Said Give 'Em Drum Machines," about the birth of Detroit techno, at the Angelika Film Center; a Saturday afternoon happy hour curated by DJ Adrian Loving at the rooftop bar at Hotel Nell; and a record fair at the Cotton & Reed distillery on Sunday. Pay attention to the schedule, because some events require advance registration and others are open on a first-come, first-served basis. Friday and Saturday from noon to 10 p.m. and Sunday from noon to 8 p.m. The art fair is free, with RSVP requested. Other events vary.
Holiday lights return
If you can't wait for the festive season to arrive, just jump in the car: Two of Northern Virginia's biggest light displays are flipping the switches on Friday night. In Alexandria, Cameron Run Regional Park's Ice and Lights is really only "Lights" for the next two weekends, as the on-site ice rink doesn't welcome skaters until Nov. 29. But it does have numerous light displays, including a large walk-through tree and a 100-foot tunnel of lights, and cafes selling hot chocolate and s'mores, which can be cooked over a firepit. (Through Sunday from 5 to 10 p.m. $8.55; free for children younger than 2.) The Bull Run Festival of Lights is two holiday events in one: Drive through a 21/2-mile course of displays made with more than 2 million lights, then park at the Holiday Village, where there's a carnival with a Ferris wheel and other rides, games for kids to play, a petting zoo with camel rides, and food and drinks to enjoy around bonfires. (Through Jan. 5. Open Friday through Sunday from 5:30 to 10 p.m. and Monday through Thursday from 5:30 to 9:30 p.m. $30 per car; carnival games and activities cost extra.)
'Ice: A Charlie Brown Christmas' at Gaylord National
Snoopy, Linus and Charlie Brown are the stars at this year's (literal) holiday blockbuster at National Harbor's Gaylord National Resort. Forty Chinese artists transformed 2 million pounds of ice into 14 scenes from the beloved Christmas cartoon, and visitors can crawl through Snoopy's doghouse or watch the gang rehearse for the Christmas pageant while scooting down a two-story ice slide. (The whole exhibition is kept at 9 degrees, so heavy parkas are provided to all visitors.) Parents, be warned about the number of add-ons, from a "Merry Snoopy Scavenger Hunt" ($13.99) to indoor snow tubing ($28.99). Note that prices vary by day and time. Through Dec. 28. $26.99-$47.99; free for children 3 and younger.
Long Live Go-Go at Songbyrd
A who's who of D.C. go-go talent -- TOB Band and Show, Yaddiya, Paco Panama, Wifigawd, Pack Man Dre, DJ Bri Mafia, and that's just half the names on the flier -- are bringing the culture to Songbyrd for an 18-and-over party that promises photographers and music until 2 a.m. Bring coats, toiletries and canned goods to be donated. 8 p.m. $15-$20.
Fuego Flamenco Festival: The Best of Edwin at GALA Hispanic Theatre
"Edwin Aparicio is one of the most sought-after flamenco performers, teachers and choreographers in the United States and all through Latin America." That's how former Spanish ambassador Ramon Gil-Casares described Aparicio, the co-founder of GALA Hispanic Theater's Fuego Flamenco Festival, when Aparicio was awarded the Cross of the Order of Civil Merit, one of the highest honors bestowed by Spain, at a 2016 ceremony in D.C. Aparicio, a native of El Salvador, began his flamenco journey at GALA as a teenager, and 20 years ago, he helped create a festival to celebrate the art form. This weekend, Fuego Flamenco honors Aparicio with three performances of his best-known and most-acclaimed choreography, featuring Aparicio and dancers from Madrid, Chicago and D.C., backed by an all-star group of musicians and singers. Friday and Saturday at 8 p.m.; Sunday at 2 p.m. $30-$55.
Pottery on the Hill at the Hill Center at the Old Naval Hospital
The Hill Center's celebration of functional pottery returns this year, starting with a ticketed preview reception Friday evening. Attendees will get early access to the show and sale, hors d'oeuvres, wine and beer, and (for the first 100 people) a free handmade cup by artist and event organizer Dan Finnegan (6:30 to 8:30 p.m. $40-$45). On Saturday and Sunday, the free show and sale offers unique gift and home decor options from artists around the country. There are special presentations throughout the weekend: a raku firing demonstration on Saturday (noon to 3 p.m.) and potter demonstrations throughout the day Sunday. Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free with reservation.
Alma Laprida at Tonal Park
Alma Laprida is a master of the tromba marina, a bowed instrument from the medieval ages. Now based in D.C., the Argentine improviser and sound artist pushed the instrument beyond its original limit, cranking it through an 18-inch subwoofer and a bunch of effects pedals to turn its usually light sounds into something ominous. Celebrating the release of her album "Pitch Dark and Trembling," Laprida will be joined by Animal Collective member Geologist, who will improvise on another medieval instrument, the hurdy-gurdy. The concert is organized by indie venue Rhizome but takes place elsewhere in Takoma Park. 7 p.m. $15-$35.
Montgomery County Thanksgiving Parade
High school marching bands, colorfully costumed dance troupes, inflatable turkeys and penguins, and holiday-themed floats -- including one carrying Santa himself -- return to the streets of downtown Silver Spring on Saturday for Montgomery County's annual Thanksgiving parade. (Yes, we know it's two weeks early. But any excuse for a celebration, right?) The parade steps off at Ellsworth Drive and Fenton Street, moves down to Georgia Avenue, then proceeds south to Silver Spring Avenue. See silverspringdowntown.com for details about road closures, parking and restrooms. 10 a.m. to noon. Free.
Sounds of US at the Kennedy Center
A new music festival with nearly 40 world premieres debuts at the Kennedy Center in November, including a mix of free and ticketed performances. Sounds of US is created and curated by Jennifer Koh, violinist and artistic director of the Kennedy Center's Fortas Chamber Music Concerts. The festival is themed around what Koh describes as "a musician's journey," with sections on the main stage titled "To Begin" alongside "To Believe" and "To Become," showcasing students and early-career musicians alongside established composers and performers. The final ticketed show is called "To Be," inspired by the life of a working musician and featuring premieres of works by Vijay Iyer, Carlos Simon and Jeff Scott. Between ticketed shows, head over to "Free for US" performances in the Peace Corps Gallery at the Reach. 1 to 9 p.m. Some events free; ticketed events $20-$45.
Meet the Makers at Union Kitchen
While browsing the aisles of Union Kitchen or a market filled with goodies from small producers, have you ever wondered who makes the pierogies, ice cream, gourmet popcorn, veggie chips or kombucha? Ever wondered what a product tastes like but didn't want to splurge on a whole package? That's what Meet the Makers is for. More than 100 food and beverage producers are bringing their wares to Union Kitchen's Eckington location, where you can sample everything from empanadas to fancy tea and ask questions of people representing brands like Snacklins and South Mountain Creamery. Obviously, it gets crowded, and vendors do run out, so early arrival is strongly suggested. There's also an outdoor beverage garden with local spirits, wine and beer to try and purchase. 3 to 6 p.m. $31.
Happy Trees Fest VI at Anxo
Anxo is known for hard ciders made with heirloom apples -- tart and funky, dry and easy-drinking, deep and tannic. But the Brightwood Park cidery also makes wine, using grapes from the D.C. region. The next to hit the tasting room (no telling for how long) is Skin Contact Vidal Blanc -- an orange wine that gets its color from macerating with grape skins. Anxo is releasing it during the annual Happy Trees Fest, a party that also sees the release of the barrel-aged Happy Trees cider. The Fran Vielma Jazz Orchestra performs on the patio, the kitchen grills $6 smash burgers, and kids can play games and have their faces painted. Oh, and the wine is $6 until 6 p.m. Noon to 6 p.m. Free admission.
Queer Indie Author and Makers Market at Atlas Brew Works
Browse and listen to queer stories from indie authors, or check out booths from LGBTQ+ vendors, crafters, doctors and artists set up throughout Atlas's Ivy City taproom. The event coincides with the release of Atlas's new collab with Patagonia Provisions, and guests can grab Kernza lagers in limited-edition glasses for $1 off. 2 to 6 p.m. Free.
D.C. Punk Rock Flea Market at St. Stephen and the Incarnation Episcopal Church
Holiday shopping for the punk rocker in your life? The D.C. Punk Rock Flea Market returns to St. Stephens in Columbia Heights with art, merch, vintage clothing and more from over 50 vendors, including local record shops, tattoo studios and local charities. The market doubles as a canned food drive for We Are Family, a group that delivers food to local at-risk seniors. Noon to 5 p.m. Free.
Holiday Market at the Parks at Walter Reed
Twenty-eight vendors are setting up on the plaza at the Parks at Walter Reed, so whether you're looking for plants, bath products, jewelry, holiday cards or ceramics, there's plenty to browse -- and that's not counting the books, music and DVDs from Carpe Librum, the local pop-up benefiting the nonprofit literacy organization Turning the Page. Stop by the table hosted by crafting shop Merry Pin to make a pint-size gingerbread house ornament as a souvenir. Noon to 5 p.m. Free.
D.C. Ethiopian Archives Day at Sankofa
We're often told that the D.C. area has the largest population of Ethiopians outside of Ethiopia. But have you ever stopped to wonder how that happened, or how it has shaped generations of life in Washington? The People's Archive from the D.C. Public Library is working to preserve the history of D.C.'s Ethiopian community, and it's hosting an afternoon of events at the legendary Sankofa bookstore on Georgia Avenue. Visit to hear a set of Ethiopian jazz from the Ras Band, or to listen as community members share their stories. See items from the Library of Congress's collections, view a pop-up exhibit and learn more about the People's Archive's work. 1 to 4 p.m. Free.
Murphy's Oyster Festival at Murphy's of Old Town
There are a few holidays to get through before we turn our attention to St. Patrick's Day -- unless you're the people at Murphy's, one of Old Town Alexandria's favorite Irish pubs. This all-you-can-eat fundraiser for the city's storied St. Patrick's Day Parade includes unlimited oysters, a buffet and bottomless drinks, accompanied by tunes from singer/guitarist Kenny Kohlhaas. 5 to 8 p.m. $75.
DMV Chocolate and Coffee Festival at Dulles Expo Center
This festival focuses entirely on two of life's finer pleasures: coffee and chocolate. More than 150 small businesses, including local and regional chocolate makers, coffee roasters and gourmet food vendors, visit the Dulles Expo Center to sell treats perfect for holiday gifts -- or just a treat for yourself. Beyond shopping, you can check out a chocolate fountain by the Chocolate Chick, participate in coffee cuppings hosted by Falls Church's Rare Bird Coffee Roasters or take in a session at the Coffee Education Lab led by Manassas-based coffee roaster Cafe Kreyol. Kids can make art at a craft table and learn how chocolate is made in a class for little ones from Chantilly's River-Sea Chocolates. Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. $18-$40. Get $2 off at-the-door pricing by bringing a canned food item for a food drive.
Brunch Salsa Lessons at El Chucho
There's more to brunch at El Chucho than bottomless drinks. This party -- sponsored by El Buho Mezcal -- wants to teach you to dance. Instructor Aldo Ortega, who teaches salsa and bachata at bars around D.C., leads an introductory salsa lesson at the Columbia Heights taqueria before offering time to practice your new steps. The session starts with a welcome mezcal drink (included in the price) and stops midway through for a "snack and drink break." 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. $10.
Maydan and Medina alley birthday party at Medina
This weekend, upscale Michelin-starred Middle Eastern restaurant Maydan turns seven and adjacent Mediterranean-inspired cocktail bar Medina turns one. To celebrate, the team behind both is hosting a joint birthday party with appetizers and cocktails, live music, and a pop-up bar with 18th Street's Vagabond. No reservations are required -- just show up. 7 to 11 p.m. Free.
Holiday Sparkling Wine Tasting at the Roost
Nothing says "great holiday party" like a great sparkling wine, and we don't mean the kind you picked up from Trader Joe's on the way over. Find a new favorite bottle at the Roost's annual Holiday Sparkling Wine Tasting. Thirty wines are available for sipping at a half-dozen stations throughout the Capitol Hill food hall, and you can sample as much as you like. Discounted bottles are available for to-go purchase. To ease the crowds (and get wine in your glass more quickly), there are two two-hour sessions, each with the same lineup of producers. Noon to 2 p.m. and 3 to 5 p.m. $45.
'A Drag Queen Christmas' at Warner Theatre
"RuPaul's Drag Race" stars Nina West, Sasha Colby, Sapphira Cristal and others ring in the festive season for the 10th year running with a holiday cabaret. Expect dancing, comedy and sassy extravagance. 8 p.m. $80-$157. 
Velvet Party at Dupont Underground
On Nov. 17, 1989, student protests against Czechoslovakia's communist regime ended violently in Prague, with riot police beating demonstrators and setting attack dogs on the crowd. The event was the catalyst for the country's "Velvet Revolution," and the whirlwind end of the Communist government. Celebrate the 35th anniversary of the momentous event at Dupont Underground, where the Embassy of the Czech Republic is hosting a Velvet Party. See images of the revolution from 15 leading Czech photographers and a mural by Czech artist Jan Kalab, hear a performance by saxophonist KJ Sax, and have a drink during the beer happy hour. 6 to 7:15 p.m. Free.
PostClassical Ensemble's 'Legends of Brazil' at the Kennedy Center
The PostClassical Ensemble is marking 200 years of diplomatic relations between the United States and Brazil with a showcase of music from South America at the Terrace Theater. The program includes the premiere of a commission by Brazilian classical composer Andre Mehmari, a classical overture by Jose Mauricio Nunes, and the U.S. premiere of an orchestral suite based on myths from the Amazon. Tuesday and Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. $45-$69.
NMWA Nights at the National Museum of Women in the Arts
Delve into photographer Samantha Box's first-ever solo exhibition in D.C. during the National Museum of Women in the Arts' latest after-hours party. Box joins Orin Zahra, the curator of "Samantha Box: Confluences," to discuss the layers of race, class and sexuality in her work. Other activities include hands-on photography workshops, a photo-based scavenger hunt through the museum, and creating and decorating photo frames. DJ Xsa provides the soundtrack. Attendees are asked to bring cleaning and/or crafting supplies, which will be donated to N Street Village, an organization supporting homeless women. See the website for a list of suggested items. 5:30 to 8 p.m. $20-$25; includes two drink tickets.
Hayden Pedigo at Songbyrd
When he's not walking the runway for Gucci or running an absurd, quixotic campaign for a city council seat in his hometown of Amarillo, Texas, Hayden Pedigo is a prodigy of instrumental guitar music, uniting the new age riffing of American primitive guitar with the post-rock ambiance where every bittersweet melody and uneasy silence gives listeners the chance to fill in the blanks in their own mind. 8 p.m. $15-$18.
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'Red One' decks the halls with Dwayne Johnson and a swole Santa
Chris Evans also joins the festivities as a human grinch in this fun throwback to kid comedies of the 1980s.
By Amy Nicholson | 2024-11-14

Kristofer Hivju, left, and Dwayne Johnson in "Red One." (Frank Masi/Prime)


"Red One" is a sour sugarplum of a Christmas treat, a cheerfully cynical action comedy for kids -- especially the ones who asked Santa Claus for ninja stars and a Nerf gun. Director Jake Kasdan ("Walk Hard: The Dewey Cox Story") and screenwriter Chris Morgan ("Fast Five") present their take on Santa as a muscle-bound alpha male (J.K. Simmons) who burns 430 million calories on his big night. "Got to carb up," he says, cramming a cookie in his mouth.
Macho Santa boasts a general's strut and a president's security detail, the latter headed up by a stone-faced Dwayne Johnson, whose character, Cal, is a humorless battle ELF. (Here, that stands for Enforcement, Logistics and Fortification.) Like everyone in the North Pole, Cal is stern and officious -- although somewhere under that tight Spandex, he's managed to wedge a thesaurus. Instead of describing himself as spreading joy to the world, Cal says he delivers packages to "several billion individual domiciles." When Cal says "good tidings," it sounds like a threat.
This Christmas is -- cliche alert! -- Cal's one last job before retiring at age 542. He no longer believes in the mission, which is to say he no longer believes in humanity. For the first time, there are more names on the naughty list than the nice list. (You, too, may agree.)
Take Jack (Chris Evans), a mercenary, hacker and human grinch. In his first sequence, he glowers at an infant sucking on a lollipop. Given the hyperbolized tone, I was genuinely shocked the script (from a story by Hiram Garcia) stopped short of Jack stealing candy from a baby. A beat later, he came back and swiped it.

Dwayne Johnson, left, and Chris Evans in "Red One." (Karen Neal/Prime)


Things go wrong. Jack must save Christmas -- a sentiment so earnest, his character chokes when forced to say it out loud. At the start, the movie is so hell-bent on getting the audience on board with its serious, supercool Santa that, between fast-paced references to acronyms and treaties and hydroponic mistletoe, we can't figure out when we're allowed to laugh. But around the time Cal and Jack go on a snowman-killing spree in Aruba, we're finally allowed to have as much fun in this world as Kasdan and Morgan clearly did creating it.
Visual gags and clever ideas zip by: snow globes handled like they're filled with plutonium; an 18-foot, shape-shifting ogre cloaked in the skin of a defenseless-looking petite blonde (Kiernan Shipka); shrink rays that miniaturize Johnson and embiggen Hot Wheels to a drivable size. What, we wonder, is Cal's plan when he pockets a Slinky along with the Hot Wheels? It never comes up. But the looseness feels refreshing -- a nod to the kind of giddy, sloppy 1980s flick this wants to be, a child-pleaser that will live on forever in a back bedroom while the grown-ups do their boring adult chitchat on the living room couch.
Too many films have become so tightly plotted, so bound up by their own narrative ribbons, so tediously obedient to manuals on how to write a movie, so overly honed by the anti-plot-hole committee, that the act of watching them has lost all surprise. Accustomed to that, Slinky went on my mental checklist. So did Jack's missing father. (Don't let it be Santa, I begged.) Happily, the end credits rolled with both items uncrossed.
The look of the film is all over the place, from chintzy CG reindeer to a flat backdrop of a cemetery that looks so distractingly cheap that its nothingness draws attention to itself. The penny-pinching pays off with one great splurge: a fantastic party sequence at a castle in Germany where Krampus (a hilarious Kristofer Hivju) and all his bizarro guests appear to be practically made costumed monsters, with their special-effects horns sprouting from all sorts of places horns shouldn't. Imagine a holiday shindig at the Mos Eisley cantina. It's marvelous.
Having won us over, the film implies there are even more storybook tales to testosteronize. Cal's boss, Zoe (Lucy Liu), oversees everything mythological, including the Headless Horseman and the Easter Bunny. Thankfully, we won't have to see Johnson play the Tooth Fairy -- he's already done it -- but, for now, I remain unconvinced that we need a sequel where he wrestles a giant chocolate egg.
PG-13. At area theaters. Contains enough violence and language to land it on the naughty list. 123 minutes.
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Eisenberg and Culkin perfect the comedy of discomfort in 'A Real Pain'
A Holocaust tour of Poland forms the backdrop for a wise tale of mismatched cousins.
By Ty Burr | 2024-11-14

Kieran Culkin, left, and Jesse Eisenberg star in "A Real Pain." (Searchlight Pictures)


"A Real Pain" is a comedy about the places people put their most unimaginable sorrows. It's a buddy movie -- actually, a variant thereof, a cousin movie -- and it stars Jesse Eisenberg, who wrote and directed, and Kieran Culkin, who slips the shade of Roman Roy and comes into his own as a Puck for our times, damaged, defeated and somehow defiant. It's also one of the very best movies of the year.
The cousins are David (Eisenberg) and Benji (Culkin), respectively industrious ant and slacker grasshopper, and they are on a Holocaust tour in Poland. David is a married Brooklynite, with a loving wife, an adored young son and a respectable job selling ads on the internet. Benji has spent much of the past few years getting high in his mother's basement.
The two are taking the tour to honor their late grandmother, who escaped the Nazis during World War II and whose childhood home they intend to spend their last day visiting. That's a lot to put on the plate of one movie, yet Eisenberg, in an impressive leap forward from his 2022 writing-directing debut, "When You Finish Saving the World," balances laughter, tears and an empathy for the different demons that can haunt families and history.
The cousins aren't alone in their sojourn but are part of a package tour led by an agreeably somber young British historian (Will Sharpe), who takes the small group through the Jewish quarters and Holocaust memorials of various Polish towns before visiting the Majdanek concentration camp outside Lublin. Joining the cousins are an older couple from Shaker Heights, Ohio (Daniel Oreskes and Liza Sadovy); a divorced New York woman (Jennifer Grey); and a survivor of the Rwandan genocide (Kurt Egyiawan) who has converted to Judaism.
Among other things, "A Real Pain" is a comedy of discomfort because Benji is both fully alive in the moment and incredibly hard to take. An unfiltered oversharer, he can lighten the mood by posing for goofy photos at war memorials -- and getting everyone but David to join in -- or bring everyone down with guilt over being Jews traveling through Poland on first-class train tickets. He's the kind of human wild card who, in his cousin's words, "lights up every room he comes into -- and then takes a s--- in it."
Culkin walks a line between obnoxiousness and delight; it's a performance both liberating and touched by a deeper, more inarticulate sadness. Benji and David have grown up as close as brothers, with Benji especially attached to their grandmother; her recent loss seems to have cast him farther out to sea. In a bigger, more commercial version of this movie, he might be played (and played well) by Zach Galifianakis, but Culkin grounds the role in the complex charm and confusion of a gifted boy for whom adulthood hasn't really panned out. Most men know a Benji -- the childhood friend who got lost in the wilderness and never made it back -- and they measure their own lives by how close they might have come to being him.
(I've seen "A Real Pain" three times now, the first with an appreciative festival audience, the second with a spouse who found the experience like being stuck at a family dinner next to an especially irritating relative, and the third with two guy friends -- brothers -- who intuitively understood the film's crosscurrents of loyalty, enmity, aggravation and concern. Make of that what you will.)

From left, Kurt Egyiawan, Will Sharpe, Kieran Culkin and Jesse Eisenberg as a group touring Poland in "A Real Pain." (Searchlight Pictures)


If Benji is the embarrasser, David is the embarrassee -- always observing the social niceties, always chagrined when people respond more genuinely to Benji's messy passion. The part is well within Eisenberg's established persona of chatty neurosis, but the setting and the knowingly written dialogue give David's self-consciousness greater weight and more rueful humor than usual. His is the tragedy of the successful but ordinary man.
A much larger tragedy looms in the background of "A Real Pain," obviously, moving to the foreground at Benji's insistence when he objects to the tour guide's glib recitation of factoids or in a long, silent walk through the death camp, its banal quiet an affront to the memory of what happened there. The conflict between the two cousins doesn't diminish this history but, instead, challenges us. How do you get your mind and heart and soul around such an immense obscenity? By taking it in quietly like David or by mourning it with every fiber of your flawed being like Benji? Does either reaction have the power to stop it from ever happening again? These are not idle, irrelevant questions.
I should note that the only music we hear on the soundtrack throughout are the piano pieces of Frederic Chopin, a fellow Pole whose melodies form a kind of aural tapestry commemorating the Before Times, when the Jewish quarters bustled with life and the Benjis of this world still believed that goodness could save them.
The title of "A Real Pain" radiates in multiple directions, historical and existential, personal and interpersonal, on-screen and off-. The anguish and love it hints at are as present to the cousins as the grandmother's house at which they finally arrive. By no coincidence at all, it's the house that Jesse Eisenberg's own grandmother once called home.
R. At area theaters. Contains language throughout and some drug use. 90 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-11-13

The "Capital Brutalism" exhibit is on view at the National Building Museum through Feb. 17. (National Building Museum)


The following special exhibitions are on view at area museums. For a complete list of all permanent, indefinite and long-term exhibitions, please consult individual museum websites. Museums marked with an * are free. Note: The National Geographic Museum and the Smithsonian's Arts and Industries Building are temporarily closed for renovations.
*AMERICAN UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AT THE KATZEN ARTS CENTER
Eight exhibitions are on view through Dec. 8: "Ralph Steadman: And Another Thing," "Joseph Holston: Call and Response," "Endless Transformations: The Alchemy of Connie Imboden," "Faces of the Republican Party," "New American Landscapes," "Mira Hecht: In the Center Thereof Rose a Fountain," "Pegan Brooke: Flux II, Light on Water," and "A Sight to Behold: The Corcoran Legacy Collection of Nineteenth and Early Twentieth-Century American Landscape Paintings." 4400 Massachusetts Ave. NW. american.edu/cas/museum
*ANACOSTIA COMMUNITY MUSEUM
"A Bold and Beautiful Vision: A Century of Black Arts Education in Washington, DC, 1900-2000," through March 2. Artifacts and original artworks highlight this exhibition honoring African American artist-educators. 1901 Fort Pl. SE. anacostia.si.edu
CAPITAL JEWISH MUSEUM
"JewCE: The Jewish Comics Experience," through March 23. This exhibition highlights comic book superheroes who came from the minds of Jewish creators, writers and artists, as well as contemporary graphic novels that explore Jewish themes.
The museum features two ongoing exhibitions about Jewish history, from 1790 to today, and how to build a better future in the National Capital Region: "What Is Jewish Washington?" and "Connect. Reflect. Act." 575 Third St. NW. capitaljewishmuseum.org
*DUMBARTON OAKS
"Striking Designs: Communicating Through Coins," through May 31. An exploration of how the Roman and Byzantine Empire used money to spread ideology.
"The White House," through June. This installation by Colombian artist Santiago Montoya features 12 houses of varying sizes -- 11 made of coal and one made of white chocolate. 1703 32nd St. NW. doaks.org
* FOLGER SHAKESPEARE LIBRARY
"Imprints in Time," through Jan. 5. This display features rare books and manuscripts from the eclectic collection of Stuart and Mimi Rose. 201 East Capitol St. SE. folger.edu
*GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AND TEXTILE MUSEUM
"Irresistible: The Global Patterns of Ikat," through Dec. 21. Ikat textiles from nations around the world are on display in this celebration of the ancient resist-dyeing technique.
"Art Uncovered: Visionary Textile Scholars and Their Archives," through April 5. A global selection of letters, photos and more from the Arthur D. Jenkins Library's archives.
"A Tale of Two Houses," through May 17. An exploration of two houses central to D.C. history: the Woodhull House in Foggy Bottom and George Hewitt Myers's Kalorama residence. 701 21st St. NW. museum.gwu.edu
*HIRSHHORN MUSEUM AND SCULPTURE GARDEN
"Revolutions: Art From the Hirshhorn Collection, 1860-1960," through April 20. This collection presents 208 artworks made during a period defined by evolutions in science, philosophy and mechanization.
"Osgemeos: Endless Story," through Aug. 3. This full-floor presentation tracks the collaboration and artistic trajectory of Brazilian identical twins Gustavo and Otavio Pandolfo.
"Basquiat x Banksy," through Oct. 26. The exhibition of two paintings, one by Jean-Michel Basquiat and one by Banksy, marks the first time either artist's work has been presented at the museum. Seventh Street and Independence Avenue SW. hirshhorn.si.edu
HILLWOOD ESTATE, MUSEUM AND GARDENS
"Fragile Beauty: Art of the Ocean," through Jan. 5. This exhibition includes works that evoke the water, as well as pieces created with oceanic materials. 4155 Linnean Ave. NW. hillwoodmuseum.org
*LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
"Collecting Memories: Treasures From the Library of Congress," through December 2025. The David M. Rubenstein Treasures Gallery's first exhibition examines the ways in which cultures preserve memory. Thomas Jefferson Building, 10 First St. SE. loc.gov
MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE
"Sacred Words: Revealing the Earliest Hebrew Book," through Jan. 12. The oldest known Hebrew book, featuring Sabbath morning prayers and liturgical poems, is on display.
"Billy Graham's Canvas Cathedral," through Jan. 26. A reflection on Billy Graham's evangelistic campaigns in the late 1940s.
"The Megiddo Mosaic: Foundations of Faith," through July 6. This interactive exhibit showcases an ancient mosaic floor discovered by archaeologists in 2005. 400 Fourth St. SW. museumofthebible.org
*NATIONAL ARCHIVES MUSEUM
"Power & Light: Russell Lee's Coal Survey," through Dec. 7, 2025. A display of more than 200 images of coal communities from American documentary photographer Russell Lee. 701 Constitution Ave. NW. museum.archives.gov
NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM
"Capital Brutalism," through Feb. 17. An exploration of the Metro system and seven D.C. buildings designed in the polarizing brutalist style.
"Frank Lloyd Wright's Southwestern Pennsylvania," through March 17. This exhibition shines a light on projects the architect designed for the region from the 1930s through the 1950s.
"Brick City," through spring. U.K.-based artist Warren Elsmore uses Lego pieces to re-create destinations from all seven continents, including New Orleans during Mardi Gras and medieval Japanese castles.
"Mini Memories: Souvenir Buildings From the David Weingarten Collection," through 2025. A showcase of 400 miniature building souvenirs from nearly 70 countries.
"House & Home," ongoing. A collection of photographs, models, films and objects that examine American homes both familiar and unconventional.
"Building Stories," ongoing. This immersive exhibition dives into the world of architecture, engineering, construction and design as depicted in children's books. 401 F St. NW. nbm.org
*NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART
"Gordon Parks: Camera Portraits From the Corcoran Collection," through Jan. 12. A display of 25 portraits taken by groundbreaking photographer Gordon Parks between 1941 and 1970.
"In the Library: Life in the Impressionists' Paris," through Jan. 17. A selection of some 40 photographs and prints capturing the art scene in late 19th-century Paris.
"Paris 1874: The Impressionist Moment," through Jan. 19. A presentation of 130 works, including paintings from Paul Cezanne, Claude Monet and Camille Pissarro, examines impressionism's origins.
"Spirit & Strength: Modern Art From Haiti," through March 9. Haiti's significance to the African diaspora is put on display in this exhibition featuring 21 recently gifted works. Sixth Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nga.gov
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE
"Reclaiming My Time," through February. An exhibition highlighting work by contemporary Black designers about issues of cultural heritage, bodies at rest, labor and leisure.
"Reckoning: Protest. Defiance. Resilience.," ongoing. The exhibition focuses on the Black Lives Matter movement and art that depicts resistance and protest. 14th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nmaahc.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN ART
"From the Deep: In the Wake of Drexciya With Ayana V. Jackson," through Jan. 6. Artist Ayana V. Jackson uses animation, immersive video, installation, sound and scent in an exhibition inspired by the 1990s techno band Drexciya, whose albums imagined a mythical aquatopia populated by descendants of pregnant African women thrown (or who jumped) overboard into the Atlantic during the Middle Passage.
"Bruce Onobrakpeya: The Mask and the Cross," through Jan. 21. A showcase of Nigerian sculptor and printmaker Bruce Onobrakpeya's earliest commissions from the late 1960s.
"John Akomfrah: Five Murmurations," on long-term view. The Ghanaian-born, London-based artist and filmmaker addresses the covid-19 pandemic, the murder of George Floyd and the worldwide protests in support of Black Lives Matter in this visual essay of our times. 950 Independence Ave. SW. africa.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY
"Forensic Science on Trial," through June. An exhibition breaking down how forensic science has been used in more than 150 years of trials.
"Presente! A Latino History of the United States." The Molina Family Latino Gallery is the first gallery space of the new National Museum of the American Latino; it tells U.S. history from the perspective of members of the diverse Latino community and covers themes such as immigration, identity and legacy. Constitution Avenue NW, between 12th and 14th streets. americanhistory.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN
"Sublime Light: Tapestry Art of DY Begay," through July 13. The first retrospective of the Navajo fiber artist's career features 48 tapestries spanning three decades of work.
"Unbound: Narrative Art of the Plains," through Jan. 20, 2026. Historical hides, muslins and ledger books from the Great Plains are presented alongside 50 contemporary works commissioned by the museum. Fourth Street and Independence Avenue SW. americanindian.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ASIAN ART
"An Epic of Kings: The Great Mongol Shahnama," through Jan. 12. An exhibition featuring 25 folios from the Shahnama, the celebrated medieval Persian manuscript.
"Striking Objects: Contemporary Japanese Metalwork," through Jan. 11, 2026. Works from the collection of Shirley Z. Johnson highlight the ways in which modern Japanese metalworking is used in traditional methods. 1050 Independence Ave. SW. asia.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
"Lights Out: Recovering Our Night Sky," through December 2025. Photographs, objects, models and interactive elements are used to explore the effects of light pollution.
"Dazzling Diversity," through Dec. 16, 2025. Early natural history books from the Smithsonian Libraries and Archives put scientific knowledge of the insect world on display.
"Cellphone: Unseen Connections," through 2026. This exhibition, about the way phones connect us to the natural world, features multimedia installations, a sprawling graphic novel and more than 750 objects. 10th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. naturalhistory.si.edu
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS
"Suchitra Mattai: Myth From Matter," through Jan. 12. An exhibition pairing the Guyanese-born artist's recent work, including mixed media and sculpture, with objects sourced from D.C. collections.
"In Focus: Artists at Work," through April 20. Video documentaries explore the creative processes of eight contemporary artists. 1250 New York Ave. NW. nmwa.org
*NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY
"Brilliant Exiles: American Women in Paris, 1900-1939," through Feb. 23. An exhibition highlighting the feats of 60 American women who traversed the Atlantic in the early 20th century in pursuit of creative freedom.
"This Morning, This Evening, So Soon: James Baldwin and the Voices of Queer Resistance," through April 20. Curated by Pulitzer Prize-winning writer Hilton Als, this collection explores the interconnected lives of Baldwin, Lorraine Hansberry, Bayard Rustin and other queer civil rights activists.
"Picturing the Presidents: Daguerreotypes and Ambrotypes from the National Portrait Gallery's Collection," through June 8. This exhibition features photographs of 11 U.S. presidents.
"Felix Gonzalez-Torres: Always to Return," through July 6. The artist's work is presented in D.C. for the first time in more than 30 years, with a focus on his groundbreaking portraiture.
"Recent Acquisitions," through Oct. 26. This display showcases 21 additions to the museum's collection, all representing female subjects or made by women. Subjects include singer Beyonce Knowles-Carter, Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, writer Octavia Butler and actress Greta Garbo.
"Star Power: Photographs From Hollywood's Golden Age by George Hurrell," through Jan. 4, 2026. This exhibition highlights the work of Hurrell, a Hollywood photographer whose portraits captured the likes of Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy and Joan Crawford. Eighth and F streets NW. npg.si.edu
*NATIONAL POSTAL MUSEUM
"Baseball: America's Home Run," through Jan. 5. This exhibition dives into the surprising ways baseball and postal history have intersected since the early 20th century.
"Voting by Mail: Civil War to Covid-19," through Feb. 23. This election-year exhibition features objects spanning three centuries that have been used to help U.S. citizens vote by mail. 2 Massachusetts Ave. NE. postalmuseum.si.edu
*RENWICK GALLERY
"Subversive, Skilled, Sublime: Fiber Art by Women," through Jan. 5. Works of cotton, wool, polyester and silk are presented in an exhibition that considers an alternative history of American art.
"Contemporary Craft at the Renwick Gallery," ongoing. More than 100 works composed of fiber, ceramics, glass, metal, wood and other materials showcase handmade art of the 21st century.
"Janet Echelman's 1.8 Renwick," ongoing. The American sculptor's fiber and lighting installation projects shadow drawings in colors that move from wall to wall. Pennsylvania Avenue and 17th Street NW. americanart.si.edu
*SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN ART MUSEUM
"Artist to Artist," through May 18. This rotating exhibition highlights eight artist pairings, each of which features two figures whose trajectories intersected at a key moment.
"Pictures of Belonging: Miki Hayakawa, Hisako Hibi, and Mine Okubo," through Aug. 17. An examination of the art from three trailblazing American women of Japanese descent.
"The Shape of Power: Stories of Race and American Sculpture," through Sept. 14. A collection of 82 works created between 1792 and 2023 examines how sculpture and race in America have intersected.
"Sightlines: Chinatown and Beyond," through Nov. 30, 2025. This gallery overlooking D.C.'s Chinatown neighborhood highlights Asian Americans' cultural impact on the nation's capital.
"Isaac Julien: Lessons of the Hour -- Frederick Douglass," through 2026. A joint purchase by the Portrait Gallery and the Smithsonian American Art Museum, this five-screen video installation uses period reenactments to create a portrait of the activist, writer, orator and philosopher Frederick Douglass. G and Eighth streets NW. americanart.si.edu
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Nearly 100 artworks that diagnosed America well before the election
The Rubell Museum's "American Vignettes: Symbols, Society and Satire" reveals a national ambivalence that long predates any particular election result.
By Maura Judkis | 2024-11-13

An installation view of "American Vignettes: Symbols, Society and Satire" at the Rubell Museum. At the back wall is Glenn Ligon's "Condition Report D" (2000). (Chi Lam/Rubell Museum)


It's tempting to view the Rubell Museum's "American Vignettes: Symbols, Society and Satire" exhibition -- installed in September, when both presidential candidates were neck and neck and either outcome was possible -- through a post-election lens.
But we live in the same country we lived in when the show's curation took place, and that's the point. Any emotions these works inspire were already there -- have always, in fact, been there -- and imagining a different interpretation of these nearly 100 pieces had Vice President Kamala Harris won would only distract from the reality that inspired them. The exhibition contains the multitude of national feeling right now: uncertainty, fear, shame, pride, resilience and resignation.
"American Vignettes" is organized around three themes, and the first -- symbols -- immediately invites deliberations on how they might be viewed in an alternate history. Does Piotr Uklanski's "Untitled (American Eagle)," an imposing sculpture of the eagle image on our quarters, look more or less fascistic depending on whom the viewer voted for? Would Vaughn Spann's massive mixed-media flag, edges grayed out, seem more or less depressing if the candidates had been different?

Vaughn Spann, "Dark Days Bring New Hope (Never Forget)," 2020. Polymer paint, pulp, mixed media, terry cloth, canvas on aluminum stretcher bars. (Chi Lam/Rubell Museum)


But if you get closer to both of these pieces, you'll discover a previously unnoticed softness -- Uklanski's is sculpted in foam, and the pixelated-looking stripes on Spann's flag are made of terry cloth. Can we still find what's soft in this fractured place? Those are the types of metaphors that a post-election viewing invites, sometimes overtly: Glenn Ligon's "Condition Report D" is a re-creation of the "I Am A Man" signs marchers held at the 1968 Memphis sanitation workers strike, attended by Martin Luther King Jr. the day before his assassination. Ligon gave his painting to an art conservator to make a condition report with handwritten annotations. The image, the conservator noted, is full of hairline cracks.

Karon Davis, "Family," 2019. Plaster, steel, armature, chicken wire, glass eyes. (Chi Lam/Rubell Museum)


Upstairs, in "Society" and "Satire," the country's most vulnerable populations come into focus: immigrants, members of the LGBTQ+ community, Black people, women and children. Karon Davis's "Family," an embracing Black family cast in plaster, is a commentary on school shootings and violence against Black people: The trio wear deer antlers because they're being hunted. Naomi Fisher's "Assy Flora Suite of 3" is a set of photographs of disembodied women's butts, lying prone in gardens and covered in flowers, leaving it ambiguous whether they're hedonistic instigators or victims -- and by studying them closely, we, too, are implicated. When you see them, it's impossible not to think about a tweet from right-wing agitator and white supremacist Nick Fuentes that went viral after the election: "Your body, my choice."

Robert Colescott, "Sunset on the Bayou," 1993. Acrylic on canvas. (Chi Lam/Rubell Museum)


But there are moments of loveliness, too, like Doron Langberg's "Lovers," a painting of two men tangled up in bed. "To me, this is a loving embrace but also an embrace in which the couple holds onto each other to form an anchor in a turbulent moment," writes the artist. A lot of those happening lately.
The dim, silent rooms of the museum's lowest level feel especially meditative. You could sit for 20 minutes watching Urs Fischer's "Untitled (Branches)," a room-size installation of two cantilevered branches hanging from the ceiling, rotating slowly in overlapping circles with a lit, dripping candle at their end. The wax forms a ghostly Venn diagram on the floor. How can the polarized circles of American society possibly come together in an overlap anymore? How narrow can that center sliver get? How long before the flames snuff out -- or spread?

Rob Pruitt, "Eternal Bic," 1999. Bronze lighter, lighter fluid, table. (Chi Lam/Rubell Museum)


There is one piece I did not get the chance to see on a recent weekend visit. "Eternal Bic," an installation by Rob Pruitt, popped up in the audio guide: a never-extinguished Bic lighter on a table, a wry homage to John F. Kennedy's eternal flame. It was nowhere to be seen. I asked a guard about the piece.
"They took it down for a second," he said, chuckling. The irony, the metaphor: "It wouldn't stay lit."
Rubell Museum, 65 I St. SW. 202-964-8254. rubellmuseum.org.
Dates: Through fall 2025.
Prices: Free for D.C. residents, $10 for nonresident students, $12 for nonresident seniors and $15 for all other nonresidents.
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The 19 movies everyone will be talking about this holiday season 
"Wicked" and "Gladiator II" are just the start of a packed slate of big-screen releases.
By Michael O'Sullivan | 2024-11-13
In the trailer for "Nosferatu," a Gothic vampire tale opening Christmas Day, a swooning Lily-Rose Depp describes how the titular bloodsucker makes her feel: "Standing before me was Death, but I'd never been so happy."
Her character's cognitive dissonance might apply equally well to the holiday movie season itself, if the assortment of diverse films is to be measured by a single yardstick. The season kicks off next week with a musical "Wizard of Oz" prequel about the struggle between good and evil, an action spectacle set in the Colosseum of ancient Rome, and an animated fantasy that presents a teenager's parents as literal monsters. The rest of the year's offerings include stories ripped from the history books and the pages of fairy tales.
It's Oscar season and silly season all at once, from director Pedro Almodovar's first English-language feature -- a moody drama about a woman contemplating assisted suicide -- to the story of a new mother who wonders whether the stray hairs she's sprouting mean she's turning into a dog.
Whether your taste runs to Disney or more grown-up fare -- terrorism, eros, triumph and pain -- these are the movies people will be laughing, crying and talking about between now and the new year.
Opening dates are subject to change.

The sequel to the 2000 movie stars Paul Mescal, Pedro Pascal and Denzel Washington.


(Nov. 22, R)
Starring: Paul Mescal, Denzel Washington, Pedro Pascal, Joseph Quinn, Fred Hechinger, Connie Nielsen, Derek Jacobi, Matt Lucas.
What's the story? As confirmed in the film's latest trailer, Mescal plays the pugilistic offspring of Russell Crowe's Maximus, the title character in Ridley Scott's multi-Oscar-winning 2000 swords-and-sandals epic. After being taken prisoner by Pascal's Roman general, Mescal's Lucius seeks revenge for a personal loss.
What's the buzz? In over-the-top battle scenes, Lucius fights a gladiator astride a CGI rhinoceros, a pack of baboons and a shark in a flooded arena.

Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande star in the 2024 movie remake of the classic musical.


(Nov. 22, PG)
Starring: Cynthia Erivo, Ariana Grande, Michelle Yeoh, Jeff Goldblum, Bowen Yang.
What's the story? Featuring songs by Stephen Schwartz, this musical adaptation of Broadway's Tony- and Drama Desk-winning "Wizard of Oz" prequel tells the origin story of "Oz's" witches Elphaba (Erivo) and Glinda (Grande).
What's the buzz? Reaction to early screenings has been glowing. Kristin Chenoweth, who originated the role of Glinda on Broadway, wrote on X: "[Y]ou will all be changed for the good when you see it."
(Available Nov. 22 on Netflix, PG)
Starring: Rachel Zegler, John Lithgow, Nathan Lane, Nicole Kidman, Javier Bardem, Tituss Burgess.
What's the story? Headstrong teen princess Ellian of Lumbria (voice of Zegler) ventures to break a curse that has turned her parents (Kidman and Bardem) into literal monsters, in an animated musical fantasy about intergenerational discord.
What's the buzz? Directed by Vicky Jenson ("Shrek"), the film features songs by Alan Menken ("Beauty and the Beast") and lyrics by Glenn Slater ("Tangled").

Angelina Jolie as Maria Callas in "Maria." (Pablo Larrain/Netflix)


(Nov. 27; available Dec. 11 on Netflix, R)
Starring: Angelina Jolie, Kodi Smit-McPhee, Haluk Bilginer.
What's the story? Jolie plays Quaalude-addicted opera singer Maria Callas in Pablo Larrain's third in a series of impressionistic portraits of notable women, following Natalie Portman as Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis in "Jackie" and Kristen Stewart as Diana, Princess of Wales, in "Spencer."
What's the buzz? Like her predecessors Portman and Stewart, both of whom earned Oscar nominations for those performances, Jolie is rising in the best actress race.

Expect more seafaring adventures in "Moana 2." (Disney)


(Nov. 27, PG)
Starring: Auli'i Cravalho, Dwayne Johnson, Alan Tudyk, Nicole Scherzinger, Rachel House.
What's the story? In this animated sequel, a teenage Moana (voice of Cravalho) journeys by boat -- and in the company of a Polynesian demigod (Johnson) -- to break an ancient curse cast on an island that has been taken over by kakamora (adorable little pirates in coconut shell armor).
What's the buzz? TikTok breakthroughs Abigail Barlow, 25, and Emily Bear, 23, wrote the songs for this Disney adventure, becoming the studio's first female songwriting duo -- and the youngest.

Amy Adams in "Nightbitch." (Searchlight Pictures)


(Dec. 6, R)
Starring: Amy Adams, Scoot McNairy.
What's the story? Filmmaker Marielle Heller ("A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood") adapts Rachel Yoder's 2021 novel about a frustrated stay-at-home new mom (Adams) who comes to wonder whether she's literally turning into a dog.
What's the buzz? "If you have ever been the primary parent of a small child," The Post wrote about Yoder's book, reading it "may feel as if the author stuck her hand into your brain and rummaged around."

Daniel Craig, left, and Drew Starkey in "Queer." (Yannis Drakoulidis/A24)


(Dec. 6, R)
Starring: Daniel Craig, Drew Starkey, Daan de Wit, Jason Schwartzman.
What's the story? Based on William Burroughs's semiautobiographical novel -- written in 1952 but not published until 1985 -- this romance from Luca Guadagnino ("Call Me By Your Name") centers on an American expat (Craig) in Mexico who enters into a relationship with a discharged American sailor (Starkey).
What's the buzz? Best known for playing James Bond in five movies, Craig told an audience in Venice, where the film premiered, that the gay love story is "the kind of film I want to see, I want to make, I want to be out there. ... I don't look at it as a challenge, just a joy." "Queer," however, is already generating controversy. On Nov. 7, the streaming service Mubi canceled an Istanbul film festival in which "Queer" had been scheduled as the opening film after the city's governor banned the film for its LGBTQ+ subject matter.

Kerry Washington as Maj. Charity Adams in "The Six Triple Eight." (Bob Mahoney/Perry Well Films 2/Netflix)


(Dec. 6; available Dec. 20 on Netflix, PG-13)
Starring: Kerry Washington, Ebony Obsidian.
What's the story? Written, produced and directed by Tyler Perry, this World War II drama tells the true story of the Women's Army Corps' 6888th Central Postal Directory Battalion, the only all-Black, all-female battalion to be sent overseas during the war. Their mission? To process a massive backlog in undelivered mail to American soldiers.
What's the buzz? The story is hot. There's already been a 2019 documentary on the subject, and a new musical, produced by Blair Underwood, is said to be in the works.
(Dec. 13, R)
Starring: Peter Sarsgaard, John Magaro, Ben Chaplin, Leonie Benesch.
What's the story? Swiss director Tim Fehlbaum tackles a true story previously covered, from a very different angle, by Steven Spielberg's "Munich": the 1972 attack, by Palestinian terrorists, on Israeli athletes at the Munich Olympics and the subsequent hostage crisis. Fehlbaum sets his story in the control booth at ABC Sports, whose live coverage of the violence broke reportorial and ethical ground.
What's the buzz? The subject matter arrives with a sense of queasy timeliness, given the ongoing violence in Gaza in the wake of the Oct. 7, 2023, attack by Hamas on Israel.

Aaron Taylor-Johnson in "Kraven the Hunter." (Sony Pictures Entertainment)


(Dec. 13, R)
Starring: Aaron Taylor-Johnson, Russell Crowe, Christopher Abbott, Ariana DeBose.
What's the story? Directed by J.C. Chandor ("All Is Lost"), this action thriller is a father-son drama about the difficult legacy of Crowe's brutal Russian mobster, as passed on to Taylor-Johnson's title character: once a comic book villain, now more of a complicated antihero.
What's the buzz? The first R-rated film in Sony's Spider-Man universe is even more violent than "Deadpool and Wolverine," the third installment in Marvel's first R-rated franchise. That, at least, is according to the British Board of Film Classification, which rated the "Kraven" red-band trailer the equivalent of NC-17.

"The Lord of the Rings: The War of the Rohirrim" is an anime prequel. (Warner Bros. Pictures)


(Dec. 13, PG-13)
Starring: Brian Cox, Luke Pasqualino, Miranda Otto.
What's the story? Set almost two centuries before the action of the Lord of the Rings cycle, this 2D anime is a prequel to the stories of J.R.R. Tolkien. Directed by Kenji Kamiyama, a Japanese filmmaker known for his work on the Ghost in the Shell franchise, it centers on the character of Helm Hammerhand (voice of Cox), the namesake of Helm's Deep.
What's the buzz? Tolkien obsessives -- and, let's face it, that is the target demographic -- will recognize Helm's Deep as the site of the defeat of the villain Saruman's forces in LOTR 2. They will also recognize the name of producer Philippa Boyens, Peter Jackson's longtime co-writer.

"Mufasa: The Lion King" is a prequel to Disney's live-action "The Lion King." (Disney)


(Dec. 20, PG)
Starring: Aaron Pierre, Kelvin Harrison Jr., John Kani, Seth Rogen, Billy Eichner, Donald Glover, Mads Mikkelsen, Thandiwe Newton, Tiffany Boone, Lennie James, Beyonce, Blue Ivy Carter.
What's the story? This prequel to Disney's live-action "The Lion King" is an origin story about the friendship between the orphaned lion cub Mufasa (voice of Pierre) and Taka, who will grow up to be known as the franchise villain Scar (Harrison).
What's the buzz? Barry Jenkins ("If Beale Street Could Talk") directs, with Lin-Manuel Miranda on songwriting duty.

Jim Carrey returns as Robotnik in "Sonic the Hedgehog 3." (Paramount Pictures/Sega of America Inc.)


(Dec. 20, not yet rated)
Starring: Ben Schwartz, Keanu Reeves, Idris Elba, Colleen O'Shaughnessey, James Marsden, Jim Carrey.
What's the story? Introduced in a mid-credits sequence in "Sonic the Hedgehog 2" -- a mix of live action and CGI animation inspired by Sega's video game character -- Sonic's evil twin Shadow (voice of Reeves) faces off against the title character (Schwartz), who's backed up by sidekicks Knuckles (Elba) and Tails (O'Shaughnessy). Carrey returns as mad scientist Dr. Ivo "Eggman" Robotnik and, in a second role, as Robotnik's grandfather Gerald.
What's the buzz? The original "Sonic" movie was surprisingly sweet, funny and smart.

Nicole Kidman and Harris Dickinson in "Babygirl." (Niko Tavernise/A24)


(Dec. 25, R)
Starring: Nicole Kidman, Harris Dickinson, Antonio Banderas.
What's the story? Dutch actress-turned-filmmaker Halina Reijn follows up her surprisingly sharp 2022 horror film "Bodies Bodies Bodies" with the story of an unhappily married executive (Kidman) who has an affair with her hunky -- and domineering -- intern (Dickinson).
What's the buzz? Some viewers may find their buttons pushed by the power imbalance of a woman who gets turned on by ceding sexual agency to a young control freak. Others may ask: Wait -- Nicole Kidman is married to Antonio Banderas, and she's having an affair?
(Dec. 25, PG-13)
Starring: Ryan Destiny, Jazmin Headley, Brian Tyree Henry.
What's the story? This sports biopic tells the story of Claressa "T-Rex" Shields, a boxer from Flint, Michigan, who becomes the first American woman to win an Olympic gold medal in the sport.
What's the buzz? Barry Jenkins, who won an Oscar for his "Moonlight" screenplay, wrote the script, and Rachel Morrison, a TV director nominated for her cinematography on "Mudbound," makes her feature directorial debut.

Timothee Chalamet stars as Bob Dylan in "A Complete Unknown." (Macall Polay/Searchlight Pictures)


(Dec. 25, R)
Starring: Timothee Chalamet, Elle Fanning, Monica Barbaro, Edward Norton, Scoot McNairy, Boyd Holbrook, Michael Chernus, Will Price, Eli Brown.
What's the story? Chalamet produced, stars and sings in the nasally whine of a young Bob Dylan, newly arrived in 1960s Greenwich Village. Barbaro, Norton, McNairy, Holbrook, Chernus, Price and Brown flesh out the backdrop of the era's music scene as Joan Baez, Pete Seeger, Woody Guthrie, Johnny Cash, Dave Van Ronk, Paul Butterfield and Mike Bloomfield.
What's the buzz? "Walk the Line" director James Mangold returns to the musical biopic genre 19 years after his 2005 portrait of Johnny Cash garnered a best actress Oscar for Reese Witherspoon as Cash's wife, June Carter.

Nicholas Hoult stars as Thomas Hutter in "Nosferatu." (Aidan Monaghan/Focus Features)


(Dec. 25, not yet rated)
Starring: Lily-Rose Depp, Bill Skarsgard, Willem Dafoe, Nicholas Hoult, Emma Corrin, Aaron Taylor-Johnson, Simon McBurney.
What's the story? Filmmaker Robert Eggers reimagines F.W. Murnau's oft-remade 1922 silent vampire classic (itself inspired by Bram Stoker's "Dracula"). With Skarsgard ("It") in the title role and Depp playing Nosferatu's love interest, the film also features Dafoe -- who coincidentally portrayed "Nosferatu" star Max Schreck in 2000's "Shadow of the Vampire" -- as a vampire hunter.
What's the buzz? Shot in Pernstejn Castle in the Czech Republic -- the same location used by Werner Herzog for his 1979 version of "Nosferatu" -- this Gothic horror film has long been gestating in Eggers's imagination. It was meant to be the follow-up to the director's breakthrough 2015 feature "The Witch."

Tilda Swinton, left, and Julianne Moore in "The Room Next Door." (Sony Pictures Classics)


(Dec. 25, PG-13)
Starring: Tilda Swinton, Julianne Moore, John Turturro.
What's the story? Swinton plays a war correspondent dying of cancer who invites a novelist friend (Moore) to keep her company in a photogenic modernist home in the woods as she prepares to end her life on her own terms. Is the story inspired by Susan Sontag? Novelist Sigrid Nunez, whose 2020 book "What Are You Going Through" was the inspiration for Pedro Almodovar's film, wrote a 2014 memoir of Sontag, who had hired Nunez to help her with correspondence while Sontag -- a "natural mentor," Nunez wrote -- was recovering from cancer.
What's the buzz? Winner of the Golden Lion award for best film at this year's Venice Film Festival, the drama is the Spanish filmmaker's first feature film in English.

Ethan Herisse in "Nickel Boys." (Orion Pictures/Amazon MGM Studios)


(Jan. 3, PG-13)
Starring: Ethan Herisse, Brandon Wilson, Aunjanue Ellis-Taylor, Daveed Diggs.
What's the story? Set in the Jim Crow South, filmmaker RaMell Ross's harrowing and elegiac drama revolves around two Black teenagers (Herisse and Wilson) who have been arrested and sentenced to a segregated reformatory, the innocuously named Nickel Academy. It's a place of violent abuse -- and worse.
What's the buzz? Colson Whitehead's novel, on which the film is based, was at the top of Barack Obama's summer reading list in 2019. It was inspired by a notorious real-life Florida reformatory.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2024/11/13/best-movies-holiday-season-2024/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Entertainment
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Commanders
          
        

      

      White House

      Latest news and coverage of the White House.


      
        Biden to meet Saturday with China's Xi Jinping
        Matt Viser

        The final meeting comes as Biden is in the process of transferring power to President-elect Donald Trump.

      

      
        
          	
            Entertainment
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Commanders
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Biden to meet Saturday with China's Xi Jinping
The final meeting comes as Biden is in the process of transferring power to President-elect Donald Trump.
By Matt Viser | 2024-11-13

President Joe Biden and Chinese President Xi Jinping in California last year. (Kevin Lamarque/Reuters)


President Joe Biden is planning to meet Saturday with Chinese President Xi Jinping during a trip to Lima, Peru, according to White House officials, in what amounts to a final meeting between two leaders of superpowers amid a period of significant transition that could alter that relationship.
Biden's relationship with Xi has been among the most consequential of his presidency, but the final meeting comes as he is in the process of transferring power to President-elect Donald Trump, who has threatened major tariffs and could take a more adversarial role with China.
Biden administration officials listed a number of topics that he plans to discuss, but looming over the meeting will be what Trump plans to do once he takes office on Jan. 20, a matter over which Biden has little influence.
"This is a tough, complicated relationship between the U.S. and China," a senior administration official said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss the private meeting. "Whatever the next administration decides, they're going to have to manage that tough, complicated relationship."
In his third in-person meeting with Xi as president, Biden plans to discuss the more open line of communication they have developed around potential military conflicts; their continued efforts combating the distribution of narcotics; ways they might address climate change; and challenges related to artificial intelligence.
Biden is also expected to voice concern about China's support of Russia in its war against Ukraine, as well as Beijing's military activity in the South China Sea. Biden also is planning to express his concerns about Chinese efforts to attack American-based cybersecurity networks.
Biden's relationship with Xi dates back to when both men were serving as vice presidents, assigned to deal with one another in ways that their principals were not. They forged an early and unlikely connection, both institutionalists in diametrically opposed political systems.
They have been foils for one another during Biden's presidency, especially when Biden has cast his foreign policy as an existential test of democracy versus autocracy.
In their first meeting during Biden's presidency, which occurred in Bali in 2022, Biden tried to open a channel of communication. At the time, he arrived buoyed by Democrats' better-than-expected results in the midterm elections.
This time, Biden arrives in the twilight of his political career, reeling after his party's worse-than-expected results that have resulted in Republicans taking the presidency, capturing the Senate majority and likely holding their House majority.
Biden administration officials take pride in their ability to manage the U.S.-China relationship as well as possible under tough circumstances.
"His personal management has been important to any progress we have made," the senior administration official said of Biden. "He and Xi have known each other over a decade ... these engagements are not easy. The conversations are not easy. But as the president has said in the past, they speak candidly and forthrightly to one another."
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Commanders vs. Eagles: How to watch the game, kickoff time, odds and more
Jayden Daniels and the Washington Commanders are set to meet the Philadelphia Eagles on 'Thursday Night Football.' Here's everything you need to know for the game.
By Scott Allen | 2024-11-14
First place in the NFC East is on the line when Jayden Daniels and the 7-3 Washington Commanders meet Saquon Barkley and the 7-2 Philadelphia Eagles on "Thursday Night Football." Here's everything you need to get ready for the game.
Game time: 8:15 p.m.
Location: Lincoln Financial Field, Philadelphia.
Forecast: The National Weather Service calls for temperatures in the 40s and a chance of showers.
TV and radio: Thursday's game airs on Prime Video and WTTG (Channel 5), with Al Michaels, Kirk Herbstreit and Kaylee Hartung on the call. Bram Weinstein, London Fletcher and Logan Paulsen will call the game on the Commanders Radio Network, including flagship station WBIG (100.3 FM).
Line: Philadelphia -31/2 | Over/under: 481/2
Neil Greenberg's pick: Philadelphia -31/2
Uniforms: The Commanders will wear white jerseys, white pants and white socks. The Eagles will wear green jerseys over white pants.
Washington's secondary vs. Philadelphia WR A.J. Brown
Brown has been a major pain for the Commanders since the Eagles acquired him in a trade with the Titans before the 2022 season. In the teams' two meetings last year, Brown took advantage of a mismatch with Washington rookie cornerback Emmanuel Forbes Jr. and totaled 17 catches for 305 yards and four touchdowns. With Commanders trade-deadline acquisition and four-time Pro Bowl cornerback Marshon Lattimore ruled out with a hamstring injury, the task of defending Brown could fall primarily to Benjamin St-Juste, who has struggled at times against No. 1 receivers this season and has committed five pass interference penalties in the past five games. Brown, who had five catches for 109 yards in Sunday's win over the Cowboys, leads the Eagles with 553 receiving yards despite missing three games with a hamstring injury. Philadelphia is 6-0 with Brown in the lineup and 1-2 without him.

A.J. Brown makes a catch against the Jaguars. (Mitchell Leff/Getty Images)


Commanders: Linebacker Nick Bellore (knee), cornerback Marshon Lattimore (hamstring) and kicker Austin Seibert (right hip) are out. Tackles Brandon Coleman (shoulder), Cornelius Lucas (ankle) and Andrew Wylie (shoulder) are questionable. Running back Brian Robinson Jr. is slated to return after missing the past two games with a hamstring injury.
Eagles: Wide receiver DeVonta Smith was limited in practice Wednesday. Left tackle Jordan Mailata was activated from injured reserve after missing the past four games with a hamstring injury.
Coming off a 34-6 rout of the rival Cowboys at AT&T Stadium, the Eagles enter Thursday's game winners of five straight and all alone atop the NFC East for the first time this season. Quarterback Jalen Hurts has completed 72 percent of his passes and thrown for eight touchdowns against one interception during the winning streak, which began with Coach Nick Sirianni apologizing for jawing at Eagles fans during the final seconds of a narrow victory over the Browns.
Hurts also has been a threat on the ground, with eight rushing touchdowns over his past four games. Wide receiver DeVonta Smith leads the Eagles with 37 catches, but the 2020 Heisman Trophy winner hasn't eclipsed 100 receiving yards this season. Running back Saquon Barkley, who was acquired in an offseason trade with the Giants, is second in the league with 991 rushing yards and could be primed for a big game against the league's 28th-ranked rushing defense. Barkley's eight touchdowns and 794 rushing yards in nine career games against Washington are his most against any opponent. Linebacker Josh Sweat has a team-high five sacks for a Philadelphia defense that ranks fifth in points against (17.9 per game) and limited Cowboys quarterbacks Cooper Rush and Trey Lance to 49 passing yards Sunday. The Eagles rested their starters for most of the fourth quarter of their blowout at Dallas, which could benefit them Thursday night.
Q&A with Brandon Lee Gowton, editor in chief of BleedingGreenNation.com
The Eagles have been rolling since the bye week and stood pat at the trade deadline. What's their biggest vulnerability in the second half of the season?
Their head coach. Nick Sirianni has left a lot to be desired in terms of his game management. At his best, he's stayed out of the way and hasn't dragged his superior talent down. At his worst, the Eagles have to win in spite of their head coach, instead of him actually giving them an edge.
How do you expect Philadelphia to attack Jayden Daniels and the Commanders defensively?
One would imagine the Eagles will be looking into what the Pittsburgh Steelers did to limit Daniels to just five yards in Week 10, his worst rushing performance by far. Pass-rush lane integrity seems key. In addition, we could see the Eagles commit a spy (reigning NFC defensive player of the week Zack Baun? Cooper DeJean?) to monitor Daniels's mobility.
What's your bold prediction for Thursday's game?
Jahan Dotson and Zach Ertz each score a touchdown against their former teams. Jalen Hurts has mostly been reluctant to throw to Dotson thus far but it seems like he's starting to trust his receiver more. The Commanders would probably like to get Ertz in the end zone in his first trip back to Philly.
More on the Eagles: Baun, a third-round pick out of Wisconsin in 2020, was named NFC defensive player of the week after registering eight tackles, two forced fumbles and a fumble recovery against the Cowboys. The film review of the Dallas game confirms Philadelphia's defense is playing like one of the best units in the league.
The Commanders are looking ahead after a frustrating loss to the Steelers, which exposed the team's lack of offensive line depth. Here are 13 things Sam Fortier learned from the loss. Washington wide receiver Terry McLaurin has had some tremendous individual matchups with Eagles cornerback Darius Slay over the past four seasons, but McLaurin could face a different challenge on Thursday. Nicki Jhabvala takes a closer look at Eagles rookie cornerback Quinyon Mitchell, a first-round pick out of Toledo who has excelled while primarily lining up on the right side. "He has good ball skills, where he's able to get the ball out at the catch point," McLaurin said. "If you leave the ball inside on out-breaking routes, he has a chance to make plays on the ball. They've put a lot on his plate, obviously, but I think he's handled it well." The Washington Post's NFL playoff projections give the Eagles a 71 percent chance of winning the NFC East. But a Commanders win on the road would give Washington the inside track on the division crown.
Game day trivia: This week's game is the first meeting between Washington and Philadelphia on a Thursday. Excluding Dallas, which team has Washington faced the most on Thursday?
Player emoji rebus: The player represented by the rebus puzzle below played for Washington and Philadelphia. Can you name him?
First name: [?]
Last name: ?[?][?][????????????????????]+?+[?]
Oct. 29, 2023: Eagles 38, Commanders 31
Washington quarterback Sam Howell threw for 397 yards and a career-high four touchdowns, but the Commanders blew an 11-point first-half lead at home to fall to 3-5.

The Washington Post Sports front from Oct. 30, 2023. (The Washington Post)


Each week, we will recommend recipes related to the Commanders' opponent.
As a firm believer that white pizza, with few exceptions, is an abomination, I'm excited to try this Philadelphia tomato pie recipe. The focaccia base takes some time, so plan ahead if you're making your own. There's no shortage of places from which to pick up a hoagie or two in the DMV, including Vace, Mangialardo's, Bub and Pop's, the Italian Store and Wawa. You can also build your own at home, but don't skimp on the bread. For something a little more involved, try these classic strombolis. Beverage-wise, consider mixing up some Philadelphia fish house punch, which tastes much better than it sounds.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post.)


Trivia answer: Washington has played six Thursday games against the New York Giants and has a 3-3 record in those games. The Commanders' other Thursday opponents have included Dallas (12 times), Chicago (3), Minnesota (3), Detroit (1) and N.Y. Jets (1).
Emoji rebus answer: Quarterback Sonny Jurgensen played the first seven years of his career in Philadelphia before Washington traded for him in 1964. He was named to four Pro Bowls with Washington and spent 38 seasons as a color commentator on the team's radio broadcasts.

Sonny Jurgensen is introduced before a game in 2013. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post)






This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/11/14/commanders-eagles-game-watch-time-odds-stats/
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The Steelers slowed down Jayden Daniels. Can the Eagles?
Jayden Daniels ran just three times for five yards in the Commanders' loss to the Steelers, and the rookie QB's legs hadn't been neutralized like that in years.
By Sam Fortier | 2024-11-14

Washington Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels ran the ball just three times against the Pittsburgh Steelers. (Daniel Kucin Jr./AP) 


One of the most jarring parts of the Washington Commanders' loss to the Pittsburgh Steelers on Sunday was Jayden Daniels's stat line of three rushes for five yards.
The rookie quarterback's legs hadn't been neutralized like that in years. In his previous 64 games, between college and the NFL, he had just two games with so few carries and only two with fewer rushing yards.
But the shutdown wasn't shocking. Over the past three weeks, Daniels hasn't run as often or as efficiently as he did to start his pro career, when his scrambles fueled the offense's success. Some of the drop-off is intentional -- the team has called fewer designed runs since he hurt his ribs Oct. 20 -- and some of it is how defenses have schemed to pen Daniels in the pocket.
Few of Daniels's opponents, in college or the NFL, have executed their game plans as well as the Steelers, who used a bevy of five-man pressures and well-coordinated power rushes to collapse the pocket around him and seal off avenues of escape.
Undoubtedly, Philadelphia Eagles defensive coordinator Vic Fangio will try to keep Daniels in the pocket as well. But he likes to play "shell" coverage with lighter boxes, and his front is better inside than outside -- the opposite of Pittsburgh's -- so his unit might not have the numbers, talent or discipline to win as consistently. That could open running lanes and allow Daniels to reassert his rushing prowess. (To be clear: Daniels had moments of effective running since the injury, such as erasing second-and-longs against the Chicago Bears and converting fourth and one against the New York Giants, but they've been less frequent.)
It's hard to know how Fangio will attack. Somehow, in a league full of great mobile quarterbacks, the Eagles haven't faced many in their first nine games. The most productive was the Giants' Daniel Jones, who had five rushes for 20 yards.
For his part, Daniels dismissed concerns about his health and decrease in rushes, which he called a by-product of countering the Steelers' scheme with "the right football play." He praised the Eagles' front, which features star defensive tackle Jalen Carter, but as usual he seemed unfazed.
"If nothing's there in the pass game, I'll take off and run," he said.
Regardless of scheme, Philadelphia probably will try to hit Daniels often. Pittsburgh contacted him on every snap it could, sometimes even ignoring the running back on zone-read runs to hit Daniels, perhaps to test his ribs, which still get wrapped on the sideline between drives. The strategy was similar to how Washington upset Philadelphia in 2022, when Eagles quarterback Jalen Hurts ran the ball just six times, his third-fewest attempts that season.

Steelers edge rusher Alex Highsmith (No. 56) doesn't care that Jayden Daniels gives up the ball on this zone read. His goal is to contact Daniels anyway. (Sam Fortier/TWP)


Daniels knows the Eagles can be physical. In the 2022 SEC title game, Carter (with Georgia) picked up Daniels (with LSU) like a small child -- which, it turns out, is the best way to prevent him from running.

Defensive lineman Jalen Carter of Georgia holds LSU quarterback Jayden Daniels during the 2022 SEC title game. (Jeffrey Vest/Icon Sportswire) 


The Commanders need to settle down. Logan Paulsen, the former tight end turned team broadcaster, said on a recent episode of the "Take Command" podcast that some players looked "sped up" against the Steelers, that they may have had subconscious adrenaline or been pressing against an elite opponent.
Film and data support the theory. The Commanders had just eight drops in the first nine weeks, tied for sixth best in the NFL, according to Pro Football Focus -- but then had three against the Steelers.
Coach Dan Quinn has dismissed any concerns about the moment being too big for his team, but now the players must show they're truly ready for the biggest game of the year. (The Eagles have a 71 percent chance to win the NFC East, according to a Washington Post analysis.)
Adam Peters vs. his boldest moves: Act I. Two of the Washington general manager's biggest swings so far were trades with the Eagles. His deals on the second day of this year's draft and just before the season gave the Eagles rookie cornerback Cooper DeJean and third-year wide receiver Jahan Dotson.
So far, it's hard to doubt Peters. The players and picks he got in the trades have been key to helping the franchise's surge. Dotson has struggled mightily -- he ranks 143rd out of 155 qualified receivers in yards per route run -- and even though DeJean has impressed at a position of need for the Commanders, he probably hasn't been quite good enough to inspire buyer's remorse.
But this game could change the narrative. The stakes are immense for the division race. If DeJean or Dotson comes up with a critical play, some people, fairly or not, will see Peters's moves in a different light. And that's important because this is just the first matchup. The Eagles have Dotson under contract through 2025 and DeJean through 2027.
Jalen Hurts is cooking -- and he can handle the heat. Last week, Dallas pressured Hurts on a season-high 53.6 percent of his dropbacks, and he still completed 7 of 9 passes for 115 yards and two touchdowns while under pressure, according to NFL Next Gen Stats. Since Week 3, Hurts has thrown four touchdowns and no interceptions when under pressure.
He also has rushed for eight touchdowns in his past four games, which is the most by a quarterback in a four-game span in the Super Bowl era.
And yet ...
The scariest Eagles might be running back Saquon Barkley and wide receiver A.J. Brown. These elite players are matchup nightmares for the Commanders, who have struggled to stop the run and won't have star cornerback Marshon Lattimore (hamstring), meaning their options against Brown in man-to-man coverage are uninspiring.
One option is Benjamin St-Juste, who at 6-foot-3 and 200 pounds is close to Brown's size (6-1, 226). But St-Juste is coming off a rough finish against the Steelers in which he allowed the game-winning touchdown. The other option is rookie Mike Sainristil (5-10, 182). The Commanders could play more zone coverage behind lighter boxes, but that would create space for Barkley, who two weeks ago landed a surreal, backward hurdle that got the league buzzing.
"I think the whole world's seen it," Daniels said.
"The ability to start and stop with that explosive nature that he has and try to break somebody's leverage [is impressive]," Quinn said. "The tackling, the angles [for defenders], you want to make sure that point is really hammered home over and over."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/11/13/jayden-daniels-eagles-matchup/
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